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BIqhiuy,  DeecmUr  2, 1816. 

TlM«eeoBd  «c«ioB  of  the  FoMfftMatli  Ccmffreft, 
coofornibly  to  iho  GoosiUttlion  of  tbo  United 
States, comiBOMMl  this  d»y  at thoCHy  of  Wath- 
iogtoa ;  and  ilie  Seoatt  tttaoiWcd. 

prbsbut: 

Jbremiab  Mabom  and  Thomas  W.  Toommom. 
from  the  State  of  New  Hamptiiire. 

JoiEPH  B.  Vabmuw  and  Bu  P.  Abbjcuiv,  ffom 
Massachusetts. 

Jcbbmiab  B.  HowBUiy  from  Rhode  bland. 

ISAAQ  TlCBBIiOB,  ffOID   VerBMOt. 

David  Daggett,  from  Coooecticut. 

Nathan  SAiiPOBD^from  Now  York» 

JoHif  CoiinifraDd  JAKBe  J.  WiLBOif,froin  Now 
Jersey. 

Abmbh  Laoook,  ffom  Peoasylvaaia. 

OirrBBBHiooB  HoBBBT,  frooi  Delaware. 

Jambb  BABBoeaaod  Abmibtbao  T.  Mabor, 
from  Yirgmia. 

Natbanibl  Macon,  from  North  Carolioa. 

John  GAif.LAitD,  from  Sooth  Carolina. 

Charlbb  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

John  Williams,  from  Tennessee. 

Jbbemiah  Morrow  and  Bbnjamiji  Ruqoleb, 
from  Ohio. 

Eligiub  FbomemtiNi  from  ltf)uisiaQa« 

John  Gaillarb,  Presideat  pro  temporef  re* 
sumed  the  Chair. 

Eli  p.  AshmuH)  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislatpre  of  the  Commoawealth  of  Maseaeho- 
eetts,  ia  the  room  of  Christopher  Gore,  resigoed, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

ThePasawBHTOonMaunieated  the  credentials 
of  the  appointment  of  Jamsb  Noblb  and  Wal- 
UM  Tatlor,  as  Senators,  by  the  Leg4slatiire  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  wbieh  were  read. 

WheteimeD,  on  awcioo  by  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Metoima^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  legislative 
meaeores  may  be  necessary  far  admitting  the 
State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or  for  extending 
to  that  State  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Morrow,  Daqgett,  and  Barboob, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 


On  Bwtion  by  Mr.  MoBBowJtbefeTedentials  of 
Ibe  appointment  of  Jambb  Noblb  and  Wallrii 
Tatlob,  as  Senators  to  represent  the  said  Stale 
of  Indiana  in  the  Senate  of  thd  United  States, 
were  referred  to  the  said  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tapt,  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  acqoaint  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives that  a  qnorom  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  basioess. 

Mr.  Vabnum  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  rspeal  a  law  passed 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  members  of  the  8efi> 
ate  and  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegates 
ftom  Territories,"  and  that  a  committee  be  aj^poiated 
to  prepare  and  report  a  biD  ibr  that  pnipose. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock, 

Resolved  That  each  Senator  be  sopplied,  dar- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspft- 
pers,  printed  in  the  United  States,  as  he  may 
choose,  provided  the  same  be  furnished  at  the 
usnal  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers: 
and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator  shall 
choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  dailv 
papers,  he  shall  he  supplied  with  ee  meay  auoA 
papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  4aity 
papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Howell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  forty-second  rule  for 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  and  Messrs. 
Howell,  Lacock,  and  Thompson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Howell  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading: 

Seaohed,  That  two  ChaplsiBs  of  difinent  denomi- 
l  nations  be  appointed  to  Congress,  dming  the  present 
■esaioD,  one  by  each  Hoose,  who  shsfi  interchange 
weekly. 

A  messsge  from  the  Honse  of  RBpnsentativeB 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  bosiaess.  They  have  appointed  a 
committee  oa  their  part,  jointly  with  soeh  ooo^ 
I  mittee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
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PrmUkn^B  Ammal  Metiogt. 


Sbhatb. 


Senate,  to  wait  od  the  PresideDt  of  the  United 
States,  and  Dotify  him  that  a  qaoram  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  aod  ready  to  receire  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them ;  in  which  resolution  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  last  mentioned ;  and  Messrs.  Babboub 
and  Macon  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  agreeably  to  the  twenty-second  rule, 
for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate.  Messrs. 
Wilson,  Fbomentin,  and  Abbmitn,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Fbombntin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading :  

Retahed,  That  a  committee  of  three  membos  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  memben  of  the  Housa  of 
MpresentatiTes,  to  be  appointed  by  thai  House,  dUll 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  lo  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  maps,  tot  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congiess. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Feombmtin,  It  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole:  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read  the 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Messrs.  Fbombntin,  Goldsbobouob,  and  Hun- 
TBB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tueboat,  December  3. 

Mr.  Babbour  reported  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  bad  wailed  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  President  had  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Lacook  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading: 

Setoked,  That  Monntioy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
8ergcant^st-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  employ  one  sssbtant  and  two  hozses,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  such  serricee  as  are  ususllj 
leqwea  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  which  ex- 
pense should  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
the  compensation  law ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation Uiereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next* 
The  t^solution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains was  t^tid  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  CommUtee  of  the  Whole ;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  be%Q  proposfd,  the  Pbesidbnt  re- 
ported it  to  the  House:  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

^he  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  of  the  United  &tatbs  : 
PdhuhcUizeni  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  JRepreeentoHpee : 

In  reviewmg  the  present  stato  of  oor  country,  our 
tttention  cannot  be  withheld  from  the  effeet  produced 


by  peculiar,  seasons,  which  havo  very  gOBenll  j  im« 
paired  the  annual  gifts  of  tha  earth,  wxA  tfaieateMd 
scardtj  in  ^aiticuUr  districts.  Such,  howevvr,  is  the 
variety  of  sods,  of  rlimstes,  and  of  products,  withia  oar 
extensive  limits,  that  the  aggregate  lesenicea  Ibt  eab- 
sistenee  are  more  than  snfficieat  fer  the  aggicgste 
wants.  And  as  fcr  as  an  eoonony  of  oonaiiBptMB, 
more  than  usual,  may  be  neoeasaiy,  our  thankfiitnf 
is  due  to  Providence  fi»r  what  is  hx  more  dkan  a  oobk- 
pensatioo,  in  the  remarkable  health  which  hss  diaCiB- 
guiahed  the  pnssnt  year. 

Amidst  the  advantages  which  have  sueeeeded  ^ 
peace  of  Europe,  and  that  of  the  United  Stetas  vrid 
Great  Britain,  in  a  general  invigorstioB  of  tndusti7 
aflsong  us,  and  in  the  exiansion  of  our  eomaMroe,  thi 
value  of  which  is  omito  and  ummo  disfieeing  itaelf  le 
commercial  nations,  it  is  to  be  resnlted  diatadepres' 
sion  is  eaperieDced  by  particular  brandies  of  oar  man- 
ufcetures,  and  by  a  poftion  of  our  navigation.  As  the 
firrt  proceeds,  in  an  essential  degrse,  from  an  ezceai 
of  imported  meidiandise,  which  carries  m  dieck  in  in 
own  tendency,  tiie  caose,  in  its  present  extent,  cannoi 
be  of  very  long  duration.  The  evil  vrill  not,  however, 
be  viewed  by  Congress,  vrithout  a  lecellacUon,  that 
manufcctnring  establishments,  if  softred  to  oiak  to* 
low,  or  langniah  too  long,  may  not  revivo,  after  the 
causae  shall  have  ceased ;  and  that,  in  the  vifissitudii 
of  human  affiurs,  situations  may  recur,  in  which  a  de- 
pendence on  foreign  soorees,  for  indiepensable  snp- 
plies,  may  be  among  the  most  eerious  embarraaements. 

The  depressed  state  of  our  navigation  is  to  be  at* 
cribed,  in  a  material  degree,  to  its  exclusion  from  tbe 
colonial  ports  of  the  nation  most  extensively  connected 
vrith  us  m  commerce,  and  from  the  indirect  operaktoa 
oi  that  exclusion. 

Previous  to  the  late  convention  at  London,  betweca 
the  United  SUtes  and  Great  Britain,  tiie  relative  suu 
of  the  navigation  laws  of  the  two  countries,  growiaf 
out  of  the  Treaty  of  I7M»  had  given  to  the  Britiik 
navigation  a  material  advantage  ever  the  Ajneriean. 
in  the  intercoarae  between  the  American  porta  aa^ 
British  ports  in  Europe.  The  conventiaA  of  Londoa 
equalised  the  Uws  of  the  two  coaatriea,  relating  l» 
thoee  ports ;  leaving  the  iateroMirae  between  our  potU 
and  tne  ports  of  the  Britkh  colonies  subject,  as  be- 
fore, to  the  respective  legulations  of  the  paitiea.  Th« 
British  Government  enforcing^  now,  regulstione  whiii 

giohibtt  a  trade  between  its  colonies  and  the  United 
itales,  in  American  veeeelt,  vrhilst  they  permit  i 
trade  in  British  vessels,  the  American  navigatioa 
looea  accordingly;  and  the  loas  b  augmented  hj  tht 
advantage  which  is  given  to  the  British  compelitiea 
over  the  American,  hi  the  navigation  between  oat 
ports  and  Britiah  ports  in  Europe,  by  the  drcnitom 
vovagea,  enjoyed  by  the  one  and  not  enjeyed  by  tht 
other* 

The  reasonableneaa  of  the  rule  of  reciprocity,  npphei 
to  one  branch  of  the  commercial  intereenrse,  has  beaa 
pressed  on  our  part  as  equally  a|^licahle  to  bo(h 
branchea ;  but  it  is  ascertained  that  the  British  Cabi- 
net declines  all  negotiation  on  the  aol^ect,  with  a  ^s- 
avowal,  however,  of  any  disposition  to  view,  in  aui  un- 
friendly light,  whatever  oounlervailing  regsdatione  the 


United  States  may  oppose  to  the  regulatiens  of  whidi 
they  complain.    The  wisdom  of  the  Legislataie  will 


deode  on  the  courae  which,  under  theee  drcamatam 
is  prescribed  by  a  joint  regard  to  the  amicable  rale 
tions  between  the  two  nations  and  to  the  just  ialeresti 
of  the  United  States. 
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FreaidmV$  Anmual  Menage. 


Sbnatb. 


I  have  tlM  ntiiftctiioni  to  itete^  g«ne»llj,  that  wa 
lematn  in  amity  widi  Ibraign  Powara. 

An  oecnrranca  baa,  indtad,  takan  plaea  in  tha  Oalf 
of  Maziooy  which,  if  aanetionad  by  tha  Spaniah  Got- 
erniBant,  may  maka  an  axcapttoa  aa  to  that  Powar* 
According  to  tha  laport  of  oor  aaTal  commandar  on 
that  atation,  ona  af  our  pablie  annad  Yoaiala  waa  at- 
tackad  by  an  Ofarpowarang  ferea,  ondar  a  Spaniah 
commandar,  and  tha  Amaiiean  flag,  with  tha  offican 
and  crew»  inaulCad,  in  a  maanar  calling  for  piompt 
reparation*  Thta  haa  bean  damandad.  In  tha  maan- 
time  a  frigata  and  a  amallar  Tawal  of  war  hava  baan 
ordarad  into  that  Gulf  for  tha  protaction  of  oar  eom- 
meroa.  It  would  ba  improper  to  omity  that  tha  rapra- 
aentatira  of  Hia  Calholic  Majaa^,  in  tha  United 
8tata%  loat  no  time  in  giving  thia  atioBgaat  aaanraaeai 
that  no  hoatila  order  eonld  have  emanated  from  his 
Oovemmant,  and  that  it  will  be  aa  ready  to  do,  aa  to 
expect,  whatever  the  natnie  of  tha  omo  and  the 
friendly  ralationa  of  the  two  ootuntriea  ahall  be  found 
to  rrqoira. 

The  poatnre  of  oar  affiuia  with  Algiaia*  at  the  prea- 
ent  moment,  ia  not  known.  Tha  I^y,  drawing  pre- 
tezta  from  circamatancai,  for  which  the  United  Statea 
were  not  anawerable,  addresaed  a  letter  to  thia  Gov- 
ernment, declariag  the  treaty  laat  condaded  with  him 
to  have  been  annulled  by  our  violation  of  it ;  and  pre- 
aenting  aa  the  alternativa^  war,  or  a  renewal  of  the 
former  treaty,  which  atipulated  among  other  thinga  an 
annual  tribute.  The  answer,  with  an  explicit  dedar 
ration  that  tho  United  Statea  preferred  war  to  tribute* 
required  hia  recognition  and  obaervaace  of  the  treaty 
laat  made,  which  aboUahea  tiibote  and  the  alaveiy  of 
our  captured  eitixena.  The  reiult  of  the  anawer  haa 
not  been  received.  Should  he  renew  hia  warfare  on 
oar  oommercey  we  rely  on  the  proteetion  it  will  find  in 
oar  naval  force  actually  in  the  Mediterranean. 

With  the  other  Barbery  Statea  our  affiura  have  un- 
dergone no  change. 

The  Indian  tribea  witl^  our  limite  appear  aho  dia- 
poaed  to  remain  at  peace.  From  several  of  them  pur^ 
chaaea  of  lands  have  been  made,  particularly  favorable 
to  tho  wishea  and  security  of  our  frontier  settlements, 
aa  well  aa  to  the  general  intareata  of  Uie  nation.  In 
Bome  inatancea,  the  titles,  though  not  supported  by 
due  proof,  and  dashing,  those  of  one  tribe  with  &edaima 
of  another,  have  been  extinguished  by  double  purdlaaea ; 
the  benevolent  poliqr  of  tibe  United  Statea  preferring 
the  augmented  expense,  to  the  haxard  of  doing  injua- 
tice,  or  to  the  enforcement  of  injustice  againat  a  feeble 
and  untutored  people,  by  means  involving  or  threaten- 
ing an  effuaion  of  blood.  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the 
tranqaillity  which  haa  been  reatoied  among  the  tribea 
themselves^  aa  well  aa  between  them  and  our  own 
population,  will  fevor  the  resumption  of  the  work  of 
civilisation,  which  had  made  an  encouraging  progreaa 
among  some  tribea ;  and  that  the  fecili^  la  increaaing, 
for  extending  that  dinded  and  individual  ownership, 
which  exists  now  in  movable  property  only,  to  the  soil 
itaelf ;  and  of  thus  establishing,  in  the  culture  and  im- 
provemenl  of  it,  the  true  foundation  for  a  tramdt  from 
the  habita  of  the  aavag%  to  the  arte  and  comforta  of 
aocial  life. 

Aa  a  aubject  of  the  higheat  importance  to  the  na- 
tional welfore,  I  must,  again,  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  conaideration  of  Googreas,  a  re-organiiation  of  the 
Militia,  on  a  plan  which  will  form  it  into  daasaa,  ao^ 
cording  to  the  perioda  of  Ufo  more  and  less  adapted  to 
military  sarvieaa.   An  effident  militia  ia  authoriiad  and 


contemplated  by  the  Coaatitutlon,  and  required  by  the 
Bfuk  and  aafety  of  free  Government  The  preaent  or« 
ganixation  of  our  militia  ia  univatsally  regarded  aa  lew 
efficient  than  it  ought  to  be  made ;  and  no  organiia- 
tion  can  ba  better  calenlated  to  give  to  it  its  dueforca, 
than  a  daasifieation  which  will  aasiga  tha  foremost 
place  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  to  that  portion  of 
Its  dtiiens,  whose  activity  and  anmiation  beat  enable 
them  to  rally  to  its  standard.  Besides,  the  eonsidam-^ 
tion  that  a  time  of  peace  ia  the  time  when  the  changr 
can  be  made  with  moat  eaavanienee  and  aquity,  it 
will  now  be  aided  by  the  experiehce  of  a  recent  war, 
in  which  the  militia  bore  ao  intereating  a  part 

Congreas  will  call  to  mind,  that  no  adequate  pr»- 
viaion  haa  yet  been  made,  for  the  uidfonnihr  of 
weighta  and  measures,  alao  oonlemplated  by  the  Con- 
atitntion.  The  great  utility  of  a  atandard,  fixed  in  it* 
nature,  and  founded  on  the  easy  rule  of  decimal  pr»» 
portions,  ia  suffidently  obvious.  It  led  the  Govern- 
ment, at  an  early  stage,  to  preparatory  atape  for  intro- 
ducing it;  and  a  completion  of  the  work  will  be  a  juat 
title  to  the  pablie  gratitude. 

The  importance  which  I  have  attached  to  the  estab' 
liahment  of  a  Univanuty  within  this  Diatrict,  on  a 
acale,  and  for  objecta  worthy  of  tha  American  nation, 
inducea  me  to  renew  my  recommendation  of  it  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congrasa.  And  I  particu- 
larly invite,  again,  their  attantion  to  the  ezpedumcy  of 
exardaing  their  exiating  powers,  and,  where  neeeasaij, 
of  resorting  to  the  preacribed  mode  of  enlarging  them, 
ia  order  to  efiactuate  a  compreheanve  system  of  roada 
and  canals,  such  aa  will  have  the  efiect  of  drawing 
more  closely  together  every  part  of  our  country,  by 
promoting  intercourse  and  improvementa,  and  by  in- 
creaaing the  share  of  every  part  in  the  common  atock 
of  national  proaperity. 

Ooenrranoes  having  takan  plaea  which  ahow  thai 
the  atatutoiy  praviaioBa  iu  tha  diqMaaation  of  crimi- 
nal justice  are  defident,  in  relation  both  to  placaa  and 
to  persona,  under  the  exdudva  oognisanae  of  the 
aataonal  authority,  an  amendment  of  the  law,  em- 
bracing auch  casea,  will  marit  tha  earliest  attantion  of 
the  Legialature.  It  will  be  a  aeaaonable  occaaion,  alao, 
for  inquiring  how  for  Legidative  intaipodtion  may  ba 
farther  requisite  in  proriding  penaltiea  for  ofbncea  de- 
signated in  the  Constitution  or  in  the  statutea,  aad  lo 
which  dther  no  penaltiea  are  annexed,  or  aone  with ' 
eufficient  certainty.  And  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  af 
Congress,  whether  a  more  enlarged  revisal  of  the 
criminal  oode  be  not  expedient,  fir  the  purpoaa  of 
mitigating,  in  certain  cases,  penaltiea  which  wesa 
adopted  into  it,  antecedent  to  experiment  and  exampiM 
which  juatify  and  recommend  a  more  lenient  polii7* 

The  United  SUtea,  having  been  the  fiiat  to  abolish, 
within  the  extent  of  theu>  authority,  the  tr^nflportatiott 
of  the  nativea  of  Africa  into  davery,  byjooffibitingtba 
introduction  of  slavea,  and  by  punisbiugthair  dtixana 
partidpating  in  the  traffic,  cannot  bdt  be  gratified  aft 
the  progress,  made  by  concurr^o^^fibrta  of  other  na- 
tions, towarda  a  general  snppfiMdon  of  ao  great  aa 
evil  They  must  foel,  at  tha  same  time,  the  greater 
aolidtude  to  give  the  folteift  efficacy  to  their  own  regu- 
lations. With  that  vitfW,  the  interposition  of  Congraaa 
appears  to  be  required  by  the  violationa  and  evasions 
whidi,  it  is  suggMtod,  are  chargeable  on  unworthj 
dtixens,  who  mii^le  in  the  dave  trade  under  foreign 
fibga,  and  with  foreign  ports;  and  by  coUudve  impor* 
tations  of  davea  into  tha  United  Statea,  through  ad- 
J9ining  potti  and  territories.    I  preaent  the  aul^aot  la 
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GoivivM  wiUi  a  fidl  moubimo  of  Iheir  dkfoMaa  to 
apply  aU  Ihe  remdij  iHiich  can  he  itfMod  by  an 
iBieBdiDaiit  of  thm  law.  Tbt  ragalalMM  whhak  won 
intoadod  to  guard  ogaiiiat  abnoM  of  a  kinirod  chirao- 
tOTy  in  llle  trado  botwoon  tho  oevoial  Statoit  oogfafc 
tloo  to  bo  rondond  mino  dBictiial  ibr  thoir  hamaoo 
objaot 

To  ibaoa  moomaMiidttioDs  I  odd,  Ibr  tho  eoasidorar 
lion  of  Coni^OMf  (ho  ozpodionoy  of  a  n-modificatiaft 
if  tho  Jodiciaqr  oitobliAmont,  and  of  an  additinml 
dopartmont  in  the  SsMcnlivo  hcancb  of  iho  €kiv«n- 

OlOBi. 

Tho  finl  10  caUod  fe  by  Iho  aocniiar  biwinf 
wfaieh  nooaonri^  nroUo  Iho  duiioo  of  tho  Fodenl 
Gonito;  and  by  tte  fioat  and  widoniny  opaoo*  within 
whichjootiee  iitobo  dioponood  by  thM.  ThatioM 
ooomt  to  hoTO  oniood  which  flkioH  Ibr  mombora  of  Ihn 
Boftnmt  Oiouit  a  raliof  Irom  itinetoiy  latijpio^  innai 
fatifalo  as  woil  with  tho  ago  whieh  a  pottion  af  tho« 
will  always  havo  ollainod,  oa  with  tho  rtioarchoo  and 
fffopoffattono  whidi  ore  dne  tn  thoir  otiuiono,  end  to 
the  juridical  repatation  of  Ihoir  oanntay.  And  oon^ 
aidoratiotta  eqnatty  otgsnt  aafoiin  a  aaoaa  oowponient 
offfanianlion  of  the  avfaatdinato  trihniiola,.whiah  m^ 
ho.aoQompliahed  witenl  an  oljootienablo  inoMoao  of 
tho  niuabor  or  oipenao  of  tho  jodgoa. 

The  ezteni  and  variety  of  fixeoative  bnainoaa,  alee 
•eouaraktaiig  with  tho  progreea  of  ocur  eoaatry  and  ita 
gioiwiag  populaMoB,  call  for  an  additional  department, 
to  be  oharged  with  dntiea  now  o^oburdaning  other 
Aapamnanta,  and  witii  aaoh  aa  have  not  been  annexed 
to  any  depaiiflMnt. 

The  eonne  of  experience  recommenda,  as  another 
Smpwrement  in  the  jBxecutiTe  ostabHshment,  that  the 
provision  Ibr  the  station  of  Attorney  General)  whoae 
Toaidence  at  the  Seat  of  GtoTomment,  official  connex« 
kna  with  it,  and  managemaat  of  tho  pnbllo  boaineaa 
bdaia  Ae  Jodkiaayr  prodvde  an  ostonaivo  pwticipa- 
Han  in  paoftssienal  atnotnaienta,  bo  nnde  omio  ad»- 
anato  to  hie  aarvicee  and  hie  nlinqniahaMnli;  and 
ttwt,  with  a  wow  to  hie  loaaonablo  aooolBniadatian, 
and  to  a  paoper  dapoaitovy  of  hia  offeial  c^Nniono  and 
pffsoaodinga,  these  bo  ineloded  in  the  pravaaon  the 
nanai  appaatenanoea  to  a  poblic  oAoe. 

In  direeting  the  LegMlalive  attention  to  tho  atato 
«f  Ihe  finanoaa^  it  is  a  sabject  of  great  gvatifioation  to 
'  ind,  tiwt,  even  within  the  abort  period  which  has 
alapaad  ainoe  the  ratam  of  peace,  the  rovonne  haa  lar 
OEBceaded  all  the  cnrrent  deaMnds  npon  the  Troaanry, 
and  that,  under  any  probable  diaiinntkm  of  ita  Attare 
annual  produda,  which  the  viciMtadea  of  oominoroe 
aof  ooeaaion,  il  wlii  afiard  an  ample  ftind  fcr  the 
oflboiiial  and  early  oatmgniBhment  of  the  pnbtie  debt. 
It  haa  been  eatimated,  that  duri8«  the  year  I8ie,  the 
octnal  K«caipta  of  levonoo  at  the  Tfoasory,  including 
the  balanot  at  the  eommanoeiaent  of  the  year,  and  eg- 
ctttding  the  t«ooeoda  of  loana  and  Traaouiy  notee,wiU 
amount  to  abo«t  ^  Mim  of  fbrty*aevea  ailiiona  of 
doUara;  that  during  ^  same  year,  the  actual  pay- 
pienta  at  the  Traasitty,  iaclnding  the  payment  of  the 
anoaragea  of  the  Wet  iV^rtmant,  aa  well  aa  the 
payment  of  a  conaidorabU  exoaas,  boyaad  the  aonual 
ajKHTopriationa,  wiU  amount t«  about  the  aum  of  thirty- 
oi^bt  miiliona  of  doUara;  and  that»  oonaequenay,  at 
the  okMa  of  tho  year,  there  wiU  bo  a  surplua  in  the 
Troaaniy  of  about  tho  agm  of  nine  miUiona  of  dottaia. 
The  ^leratioaa  of  the  Treasury  ooncinuo  to  be  ob- 
structed by  difficaltiea,  armng  fiom  tha  condition  of 
thn  national  cuisency;  but  thoy  have,  nevartheieaa. 


of  tho  public  debt,  and  tho  eetaUkhment  of  tha  pnblk 
eiadtt.  ThofloatiagdabtvofTraaaaiynotaa  and  tarn- 
poraiy  Ioano»  wiU  aeon  bo  entiraly  diociiaigad  Tha 
aggiagato  of  the  funded  dabt,  ooMoaed  of  dohto  in- 
ourrad  duiing  tho waraof  177Sand  Ibn,  faaahaan  aati- 
mated,  with  lafoaaeo  to  tho  imt  of  l^umy  nast,  al 

a  anm  not  exoaodmg  OM  bmndnd  and  ton  miUiono  ^ 
doUaiB.    Tha  ordinary  aannaJ  aapanoaa  aC  tho 
emoM^t,  Ibr  the  natiBdananrw  of  dl  ato  inaiM 

and  nnvaly  hwpo  haon  ealimBtod  at 
twenty  milMani  of  dalln 
it  aovanno^  labodoBVod  ftwnalLlha 
haa  been  oetimabid  at  aanm  of  ahem  t^ 
ftvo  mflliaiM  of  ddlan. 

Upon  thiaganatai  eiew  of  Iho  anbjact,  itia 
that  there  ia  only  wanting  to  tho  taori  praspaiji^  ef 
the  Govaimnant,  the  raatoratfon  of  an  nnMbim  aandi- 
nm  of  aaehango.  Thoiaaowoaaandthalbilhaf  tha 
nation,  disptoyed  in  the  ayetom  whieh  Oongnoa  km 
eatabliahed,  inauro  reapect  and  oonfidoneo  hath  at 
hama  and  ehtoad.  Tha  laaal  oMumalrtiena  of  ths 
ravonno  have  alsaad^  onahlod  tho  Tioaanij  ta 
tho  pabKe  ongagomonta  » the  loeal  oniianoy  of 
ofthoStotaa;  anditia  aneatod  that  the 
wiU  pfodaeo  tho  oamo  eibaC  thronghont  «m  Uniaa. 
But,  Ar  tho  imaieato  of  the  oommnnity  at  la^so,  w 
well  as  for  tho  yuipyaaa  of  tho  Treoaury,  it  ia  oaean- 
tial  that  tha  natmn  ahoM  poaaaaa  a  earvan^  of  aawi 
veltte,aNfit,  anduae,  wheievor  it  amy  cireuiata.  Tht 
Coaetitalion  haa  intnmted  COngraaa,  exdumvaly,  witt 
tho  power  of  cMoting  and  rerHaling  a  oaivaney  sT 
that  deeeription ;  and  the  maoaniea  vrhidi  wofo  tahaa 
during  the  leataeaiien,  in  execution  of  tho  power,  giw 
every  promiae  of  aurceaa.  The  Bank  of  the  Dniisl 
Statee  haa  bean  oiganiaed  Under  anapioeo  the  m«t 
&vorable,  and  oennot  tail  to  be  an  impartai 
aiy  to  thoee  maaanue. 

For  a  more  onlaiged  view  of  Ihe  pnbBe 
vrithaviaw  of  tha  nwaanrae  pnmuod  ty  the  Taaoeury 
Department,  piavioue  to  tho  laeignatien  of  tha  Ian 
Booataiy,  I  tranamit  an  eztmct  from  thoJoatMipottsf 
that  officer.  Congaaae  wiU  peeaaive  ia  it  ampbr  fueaft 
of  the  aolid  foundation  on  whiah  tho  financial  pno> 
naiity  of  the  nation  lema;  and  will  do  jnetiao  to  the 
diatinguiahed  ability  and  anrnaaaftil  exortiona  wih 
whieh  the  dutam  of  tho  department  were  axaentai 
during  a  period  ramaskable  for  ito  dilSoaltiaa  and  in 
■pofuiier  peiTpleiirieai 

The  period  of  my  retiring  ftam  the  puUic  oorviei 
being  at  litUe  diatancn,  I  ahaU  find  na  ooeaaiaai  meat 
proper  than  the  premnt  for  expreesing  to  mj  t^*^ 
citiiena  my  deep  aenae  of  thaaontinuad  oonfidenco  and 
kind  anppart  which  I  have  laoeivod  foam  them.  My 
gratafiil  mooUecUon  of  theee  diatii^nished  maika  af 
then  fovorable  ragard  can  never  oeeae;  and*  with  the 
conaciouaneae,  that  if  I  have  not  oerved  my  onnntiy 
with  greater  ability,  I  have  aorved  it  with  a  ainocn 
devotion,  will  accompany  me  aa  a  aouroe  of  im^iiMiy 


Happily,  I  ahall  cany  widk  nm  ftnm  tha  paUic 

tre,  other  aonroaa,  which  thorn  who  love  their  oonaiiiy 

moat,  will  beat  appreciate.    I  ahall  behold  it  bdoMoi 

with  tranquiUity  and  pniapority  at  homo,  and  with 

peace  and  reafMct  abroad.    I  oan  ii^ulgo  tho  piond 

reflection,  that  the  American  people  have  maohad,  ia 

^aafoty  and  aucceas,  their  fortieth  year  aa  an  indapaod- 

lentnaiioni  that, for  needy  an  entifa  genaralian»  they 

|hava  had  axpeqenoe  of  thairpiaaent  Conatitutino,  the 
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ofifpriog  oi  thair  uncliiiiurbed  delibentaons  sod  of 
their  free  choice ;  that  they  haive  found  it  to  bear  the 
triale  of  adverse  as  well  w  pvosperous  circumBtancee ; 
to  contain,  in  ite  combination  of  the  federate  and  elec- 
tiTe  principles,  a  reconcilement  of  public  strength 
with  individual  liberty,  of  national  power  for  the  de- 
fence of  national  righti»  with  a  security  against  wars 
of  injustiQe,  of  affibition»  and  of  vain  glory,  in  the 
fundamental  provision  which  subjects  all  questions  of 
war  to  tho  will  o{  the  nation  itself,  which  is  to  p«y  its 
coat  and  feel  its  calamities.  Nor  is  it  less  a  peculiar 
ftlidly  of  this  Constitution,  so  dear  to  us  all,  that  it  is 
fovnd  to  be  capable,  without  losing  its  vital  energies, 
of  expandiDg  itself  over  a  qpadous  territory,  with  the 
increase  and  axpansion  of  the  oommunity  for  whose 

Ajid  BMy  I  not  ba  allowad  to  add  to  this  gtatifying 
spsetade,  that  I  shall  read  in  the  character  of  the 
American  people^  in  their  devotion  to  traa  hbarty^and 
to  tha  Constitution  which  ja  its  palladium,  sura  pra- 
sagesb  that  the  destined  career  of  my  countoy  will  ex- 
hibit a  Government  poraning  the  public  good  as  its 
sole  object,  and  regulating  its  means  by  the  great  prin- 
ciples consecrated  in  its  charter,  and  by  those  moral 
principles  to  whisb  th^  are  so  wallalfied:  A  Oovern- 
meni  which  walcfaea  over  the  puri^  af  alactions»  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press^  the  trial  by  jury, 
and  the  equal  interdict  against  encroachments  and 
compacts  between  religion  and  the  State;  which 
maintains  inviolably  the  maxims  of  public  faith,  the 
sacuiity  of  persons  and  property,  and  encourages,  in 
every  authorixcd  mode,  thai  genml  difihaioB  of  know- 
ledge which  gnaranleee  to  public  liberty  its  perma^ 
nancy,  and  to  thaaa  vrito  possaas  the  Messing,  the  true 
aiqoyinanil  of  il  s  A  Ijavommant  which  avoids  intm- 
aiaaa  on*  the  internal  repose  of  ether  nalioBa,  and  re- 
pels them  from  ili  own ;  which  doea  juatioa  to  all 
ttstiona  with  a  loadaesa  equal  to  the  flrmness  with 
which  it  teqaisea  justice  from  them ;  and  which,  wlnle 
it  retf  oea  its  domestic  code  from  eveiy  ingredient  net 
congenial  whsh  the  pweepts  of  an  enlightoned  age^ 
and  the  •entiments  of  a  vktnoos  people,  seeks,  by  ap- 
peala  to  raaeon,  and  by  its  liberal  oxamplea,  to  infoae, 
mto  the  law  which  govena  the  civilized  world,  a  spirit 
which  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  circumscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  meliorate  the  aocial  and 
benefioenC  relations  of  peace :  A  Oovemment,  in  a 
word,  whose  conduct,  within  and  without,  may  be- 
speak the  most  noble  of  all  ambition*— that  of  pramo- 
tug  peaoa  on  earth,  and  goad  will  to  man. 

Theae  contemplations^  sweetening  the  mmnant  of 
my  days^  will  aounate  my  prayara  for  the  happinesa  of 
my  beioved-  country,  and  a  perpetuity  of  the  institu- 
tions under  which  it  is  enjoyed. 

JAME8  MADISON. 

BxcxMBxa  3, 1816. 

The  Message  and  accompany iog  documents 
were  read,  and  two  thoosaad  copies  of  the  Mes- 
sage ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday.  December  4. 

The  resolution  for  the  appolatment  of  Chap- 
lains was  read  a  tbicd  time  and  passed,  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nomioatiuns,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  Hoase,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 


Mr.  Varmdm  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruchedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the  Directora  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  to  establish  a  competent 
office  of  discount  and  depoaito  within  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bliyly  to 
employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  haviiig  beeo 
proposed,  the  Pbesioent  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  and  reed  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whetoer  any,  and,  if  any,  what  Legis- 
lative measures  may  he  necessary  far  admitting 
the  Stnte  of  Indiana  into  the  Unioa,  or  for  exr 
tending  the  laws  of  tiie  United  Stetes  to  that 
State,  made  report,  which  was  read,  together 
with  the  following  resolution : 

Boohed^  kv  the  Senate  and  Houet  of  Repretentativee 
of  the  VnUea  SiaUa  of  America  in  Cangreee  otseiii- 
oled.  That  the  Btete  of  Indiana,  having  fonned  to  them- 
selves a  constitotion  and  State  government,  conform- 
able to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  principles  of  the  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  Stetes,  and  the  people  and  States  to  be 
formed  in  the  Territory  Northwest  oi  the  rivor  Ohio, 
passed  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1787,  the  said  State 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respecto 
whatever. 

Ordered^  That  said  resolution  pass  to  the  sec* 
ond  reading. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Sanforo  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

1.  Reiohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
Rresidont  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  foreign 
afiairs,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

2.  Reiokedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stetes  as  relates  to  manufee* 
tures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

3.  Reeohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  navigation 
and  commerce,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

4.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Measage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia* 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  wiA  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

6.  Reiobfed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  weighta 
and  mesaures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  vrith 
leave  to  report  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

6.  Remdoed,  That  to  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
Preaidaat  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  National 
Univemity,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee^  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

7.  Reeowed,  That  so  much  of  the  Measi^e  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Statee,  aa  xeUtea  to  roads  and 
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canals,  be  refenred  to  a  aelect  oommittM,  ^th  leave  to 
Teport  by  bill  or  otherwise* 

8.  Ruohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  slnTe 
trade,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leaTO  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

9.  lUioivedt  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ae  relates  to  crimes  and 
offences,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

10.  Reaohedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Jndi- 
dary  Establishment,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

11.  Reaoivedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  an  addi- 
tional Executive  Department,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oUierwise. 

12.  Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  office 
of  Attorney  General,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

13.  Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the  finan- 
ces and  a  national  currency,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

DoDLET  Chacb,  from  the  State  of  Vermont; 
William  Huntbr,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island ;  Jonathan  Roberts,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  James  Brown,  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  severally  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate,  all  of  whom  arrived  on  the  4th  instant. 

Martin  D.  Haroin,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  £xecuti7e  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place 
of  William  T.  Barry,  resigned,  (who  arriv^  on 
the  4th  instant,)  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qaalified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Kiddy  of  the  citj  of  Philadelphia,  praying  relief 
for  an  alleged  forfeiture  under  the  non-importa- 
tion  laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con* 
aider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Brown,  and  HowblL)  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  MorroWj  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,and 
if  any,  what,  Legislative  measures  may  be  neces- 
sary  lor  admittiog  the  State  of  Indiana  into  the 
Union,  or  for  extepding  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  that  State,  was  recommitted  to  the 
same  committee,  farther  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Barbour  submltwd  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  twice  read  by  anani* 
mou8  consent : 

Boohed,  That  it  shall  be  one  of  the  rales  of  the 
Senate  that  the  following  standing  committees  be  ap- 
pointed at  each  session : 

A  Committee  on  Poreign  Relations. 

A  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 


A  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufiiciiiroe. 

A  Committee  on  Military  Affidrs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

A  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  PnUlc  Lands. 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioii  of  ibt 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  \o  iB> 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the  esu^ 
liahment  of  a  competent  office  of  dueooDt  aat 
deposite  within  the  citj  pf  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  NewHanpabiit, 
the  farther  coDsiderBtioo  thereof  was  poatponci 
until  Monday  week. 

On  motion,  the  farther  eoosideratioB  of  thr 
motions  for  referring  the  Measoge  of  the  Preff> 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  aeleet  committees 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Willi  AH  H.  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, who  arrived  on  the  5(h  instant,  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  iht 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  tU  SauUt  and  Houw  of 

HartHfUaiivea  of  At  VniUd  Siateo  c 

The  9th  section  of  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  eessitt 
of  Congress^  **  to  anthoriie  the  payment  foe  p«>peiij 
losty  captnxed,  or  destroyed  by  the  eneavf  f  while  in  ik 
military  aervioe  of  the  United  States,  and  for  otbc 
porpoeesy"  having  received  a  constmetion  giving  tot 
a  scope  of  great  and  nnceitaia  eitan^  I  thought ; 
proper  that  proceedings  relative  to  daias  under  tba 
part  of  the  act  should  be  suspended,  nntil  Gongrw 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  defining,  more  procudy, 
the  cases  contemplated  by  them.  With  that  viev,I 
now  recommend  the  subset  to  their  conaideratioa 
They  will  have  an  oj^rtnnity,  at  the  same  time,  ^ 
considering  how  for  other  provisions  of  the  act  maj  bi 
rendered  more  clear  and  precise  in  their  import. 

JAM£8  MADISON. 

Dacsxaam  6, 1816. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanpord,  the  conaideratiot 
of  the  motions  of  the  4th  instant  for  referring  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
select  committees,  was  further  postponed  anui 
Monday  next. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  VARNnii,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
part ;  and,  on  the  ballots  having  been  counted,  it 
appeared  that  the  Reverend  John  Glendt  had  a 
majority,  and  was  elected. 

ADMI88I0IC  OF  INDIANA. 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  aov,  and,  if  any.  what  Legis- 
lative measures  may  be  necessary  tor  admitting 
the  State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or  for  ex  tend- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  that  Sute. 
to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  on  thai 
subject,  reported  the  resolution  for  admitting  the 
State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  with  amend- 
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ments,  which  were  read  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  having  heen  agreed 
to,  the  pRESiDEiiT  re|>or(ed  tbe  resolution  to  the 
House  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question  ''Sbali  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  V^  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  as  follows: 

Wheresfl,  in  pniraance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  19fth  day  of  April,  1816,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territoiy  to  fonn  a 
oonstitatkm  and  State  government,  and  lor  the  admis- 
sion of  Chat  State  into  the  Union,"  the  people  of  the 
■aid  Territory  did,  ob  the  S9th  day  of  June,  in  the 
present  year,  by  a  convention  called  for  that  pnrpoee, 
fonn  for  themselves  •  constitotion  and  State  gorem* 
ment,  ipfhich  constitution  and  State  government  so 
fonned  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  articles  of  compact  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the.  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  13th  day,  of  July 
1787: 

Reaohcdt  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled.  That  the  State  of  Indiana  shall  be  one,  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal 
footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  re^MCts  whatever. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  by  or- 
dering the  appointment,  at  each  session,  of  stand* 
ing  committees  on  the  regular  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion, instead  of  providing  select  committees  for 
every  occasion  rehiring  the  reference  of  a  aub- 
ject. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  add  to  the 
number  a  standing  committee  on  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  gave  rise  lo  some  debate. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire, and  Dagoctt,  on  the  ground 
that,  except  the  Cumberland  road,  the  United 
States  possesses  neither  roads  nor  canals,  on  which 
to  legislate;  that  it  was  not  a  regular  and  per- 
manent subject  for  the  consideration  of  Congress ; 
that  it  had  not  yet  even  been  decided  that  the 
United  States  had  a  Constitutional  jurisdiction 
over  roads  and  canals,  and  that  under  this  doubt, 
the  extension  of  their  Constitutional  powers  on 
the  subieet  had  been  suggested,  dbc. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  that  his  motion  proceeded 
from  his  impressions  of  the  importance  of  roads 
and  canals  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Republic;  that  it  was,  moreover,  a  subject  re- 
peatedly recommended  to  their  consideration  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  that  though, 
except  in  the  single  road  mentioned,  the  United 
States  possessed  neither  roads  oor  canals,  on 
which  to  l^islate,  his  object  was  to  provide  for 
their  creation,  and  with  that  view,  he  wished  the 
subject  to  he  referred  to  a  permanent  committee) 
to  deliberate  and  regularly  report  thereon ;  that 
there  was  a  universal  sentiment  in  the  country  in 
favor  of  these  great  objects  of  domestic  improve- 


ment ;  and  that,  whatever  doubts  might  exist  as  to 
the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  legislate 
on  the  subject,  the  States  would  never  urge  that 
objection,  but  would  alwavs cordially  co-operate  in 
objects  so  promotive  of  their  advantage  and  con- 
venience, &c.  He  was  not,  however,  anxious  to 
press  the  subject  at  this  time,  in  the  way  he  had 
proposed,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  gentlemen, 
and  would  therefore  withdraw  his  motion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poatponea 
antii  Monday  next. 

Monday,  December  9. 

IsBAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
arrived  on  the  6th  instant,  and  Gborgb  W.  Camp- 
BBLL,  from  the  State,  of  Tennessee,  arrived  on  the 
7th,  and  severally  attended  this  day. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  amending  the  rules  of  the  Senate  so 
as  to  appoint  at  each  session  certain  stand inj^ 
committees;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it 
having  been  amended,  on  the  question,  '*  Shall 
this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford.  the  consideration 
of  the  motions  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
select  committees,  was  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnom,  that  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
6ih  instant,  relative  to  the  act  *^to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Uonstitution  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  compensation-  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Senators  and  Representatives. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
the  compensation  law. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  from  the  word  ''That,"  ia  the  1st  line, 
the  remainder  of  the  resolution,  aad  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  *'  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
law  paased  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Dele|;ates  from  Territories,'* 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative^yeas  24, 
nays  5,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromantin,  GaiUard, 
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Hardin,  Horaey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Laooek,  Mtaon  or 
New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Ticbenor,  WeU%  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Maoon,  Rnggles,  Sanlbrd,  Yarnnm, 
and  Wilson. 

The  resolution  having  been  agreed  to  as  amend- 
ed, Messrs.  Daoobtt,  Fbomentin,  and  Ruggles, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

PUBUC  OFFIOEa 

The  Prbsiobjit  comma nicated  a  report,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
20th  of  April  last,  requiring  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Departments  to  report  jointly  to  the  Senate^  in 
the  first  week  of  the  next  aeasion  of  Congress,  a 
plan  to  insure  the  anoual  settlement  of  the  public 
accounts,  and  a  more  certain  aceonatabality  of  the 
public  expenditure  in  their  reapectire  Depart^ 
ments;  and  the  report  was  reaa^-*-lt  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  obedience  to  the  reaolotioa  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
80th  of  April  last,  nqniring  the  SacMtarias  of  tiw 
Departmeote  to  report  jointly  to  the  Senate,  in  the 
fiivt  week  of  the  next  session  of  Coogreas»  a  plan  to 
insure  the  annnal  settlement  of  the  public  acoonnts^ 
and  a  more  certain  accountability  of  the  public  ezpen- 
ditore  in  their  respective  Departmente:  the  oiider^ 
signed  have  the  honor  to  report- 
That,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  resolution,  and  to  satia^  the  just  expectations  of 
the  Senate,  it  is  neceesary  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  delay  of  the  annual  settlement  of  accounts,  and 
the  vrant  of  suifieient  certainty  in  the  accountability 
of  the  respective  Departments,  upon  whi^  the  reso- 
lution is  predicated. 

An  attentive  review  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  several  Departmente  of  the  Government  were  orig- 
inally organised,  and  of  the  changes  which  have  sue- 
cessively  been  aiade  in  that  organisation,  appears  to 
be  necessary  at  the  threshold  of  this  investigation. 

By  referring  to  the  lawa  lor  organizing  the  aevienl 
Departmente  of  the  Government,  they  will  be  Ibond 
to  be  extremely  general  in  their  terms,  leaving  the 
distribution  of  the  duties,  and  powers  oi  the  Seoete- 
ries,  in  a  considerable  degree  to  Executive  regulation. 
The  law  organizing  the  Treasury  Department,  how- 
ever, specifically  refers  to  that  Department  the  settle- 
ment of  all  public  accounte.  The  pecuniary  embar- 
rassmente  by  which  the  Government  was  pressed  at 
that  period,  requiring  a  system  of  the  moat  rigid  econ- 
omy in  the  public  du^bursements,  could  not  M  to  give 
peculiar  force  to  the  idea  that  the  Department  chaiiged 
with  the  repleDishment  of  the  Treasury  should  have  a 
direct  control  over  the  public  expenditure.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  idea,  all  purchases  for  supplying  the 
army  with  pcovisions,  clothing,  supplies,  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's department,  militery  stores,  Indian  goods, 
nnd  all  other  auppltea  or  articles  for  the  use  of  the 
War  Department,  were,  by  Executive  regulation,  di- 
rected to  be  made  by  the  Treaaury  Department 

The  first  important  change  which  was  made  in  te 
organisation  of  the  War  Bepartment,  was  efiected  by 
die  act  of  the  8th  of  May,  \798,  which  created  the 
ofiice  of  accountant  of  that  Deptrtneot,  and  refeived 
to  that  officer  the  aettlenient  of  all  aoconnte  relative  to 
the  pay  of  the  Army,  the  subeislsace  ef  the  officers, 
bounties  to  soldiers,  expenses  of  the  recruiting  aer^ 
vice,  and  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 


the  Department.  The  accounte  aettJed  bj  the  g 
countant  were  to  be  certified  qnarteriy,  and  sent  to  fl 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  for  their  revisiJ 
This  act  continues  with  the  Treasury  Department  4 
power  of  making,  for  the  War  Department,  the  pd 
chases  before  enumerated. 

On  the  aoth  of  April,  1796,  the  Navy  Deparimee 
was  created.  From  the  organization  of  the  Govcii 
ment  to  this  date,  the  Secretary  of  War  executed  th 
orders  of  the  Preaident  in  relation  to  the  IVavy.  01 
the  10tli  of  inly,  in  the  aame  year,  the  office  of  At 
cenntanl  ef  the  Navy  was  created,  and  Ike  eettieinitf 
ef  all  accounte  in  the  Navy  Department  wna  refcini 
to  that  office.  On  the  aame  day  t^  power  of  Ai 
Treaeniy  Depertmena  to  make  ceotraete  for  Uie  Ws 
Depaifenl  waa  rescinded,  end  att  the  •ecoimtsd 
that  Department  were,  tfaeaceforwaid,  eeHted  by  Ai 


The  power  of  revision,  both  as  to  the  accovnta  d 
ffie  War  and  Navy  Departments,  vrai^  and  still  is,  m- 
eerred  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  TVeesmj. 
Tliia  power,  however,  from  the  period  of  the  prima^ 
setttement  ef  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Ntn 
Department,  was  vrithdrawn  from  the  T^reaaory ,  eeasM 
to  be  uselul,  and  haa  been  preeerved  merely  for  cki 
sake  of  form.  In  the  Treaaury,  baianoes  or  deto 
adaaitted  on  settlement,  are  paid  ohif  npon  the  report 
of  the  Auditor,  confinned  by  the  Comptroller,  whoe 
deeiaiott  is  final.  In  the  War  and  Navy  Depertmeoe. 
tite  sums  reported  by  the  acconntante  to  be  dne  to  ia- 
dividuals,  are  paid  vntfiout  watting  for  the  revisioii  d 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  TtmMVj.  This  practiBe, 
which  haa  been  adopted  in  some  measure  from  necw 
aity,  is  not  beUevea  to  be  incompatible  with  the  pn> 
viidons  of  the  law  requiring  that  revision.  The  \t 
eountante  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departmente  m 
required  to  transmit  quarteriy  all  the  acoounfes,  whii 
have  been  settled,  to  the  Treasury  Department  Ir 
final  revision.  It  could  not  hav%  been  tne  intcntiii 
of  Congreea  that  an  officer  or  an  individual,  to  whin 
money  vraa  found  to  be  dne,  by  the  report  of  the  A^ 
countant  of  either  of  thaee  D^aitmente,  ahonld  wvi 
for  payment  not  only  until  the  ezpiratioB  of  the  chtf^ 
ter,  but  until  hia  accounte  should  be  re-ezamined  br 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  alao  by  the  Cobi^ 
troller. 

The  delays  to  which  this  course  would  necessarily 
have  led,  mnat  have  produced  a  stete  of  oonloBiQs, 
which,  in  a  short  period,  could  not  have  foiled  to  haw 
obotructed  all  the  operations  of  the  Govenwient.  Ob 
the  other  hand,  it  ia  manifost,  that  finom  the  momezi 
paymente  were  made  upon  the  settlement  of  the  ae* 
countants,  before  the  revisionary  power  of  the  Trea^ 
uiy  officers  was  exercised,  revision  became  tiaele» 
The  leading  feature  of  the  organic  laws  of  the  Depart- 
ments, that  the  aettlement  of  the  public  aocouan 
ahoold  exclusively  rest  with  the  Department,  which 
waa  charged  with  the  replenishment  of  the  Treasui^ 
waa  substantially  abandoned.  The  form,  indeed,  was 
preserved,  but  the  vital  principle  waa  extinguiahed. 

It  is  probable  that  more  importenoe  vraa  atteched  u 
this  principle,  by  thoee  who  presided  over  the  primsij 
organization  of  the  Departments,  than  it  intrinsicalhr 
merita.  The  power  of  the  accounting  oflioers,  whetho 
belonging  to  the  Treasuiy  Department,  or  to  those  in 
which  the  diabunemento  are  made,  to  enforce  econ- 
omy in  any  branch  of  the  pnUic  aervice,  must  nec»> 
aarily  be  eztrsmeiy  limited. 

In  disbunwnente  for   iht  pay,  subeietence,  and 
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clothing  of  the  Arm j,  wbila  nftKUif  •»  farnklMd  hy 
contnctiy  tbe  most  rigid  eeonooix  maj  be  cMily  «o- 
fi>Ked.  la  the  QotrteimMtor's  deptftni«iit»  and  whafe 
pioTlaiooa  ara  aupplM  bjra  eommiaiariat,  tlwaooonnt- 
xng  ofikara  can  azeicjie  bat  a  vary  limitad  oontiol. 
The  principal  Telianea  of  the  Oovanunent  Ibr  eocmomy, 
in  thoae  Popnrtmaati,  most  be  apon  the  tntegrilj  of 
the  penona  empfejed.  Over  the  contingent  diabune- 
mente  of  Uie  War  and  Na^jr  Departai«lti^  which,  in 
lime  of  waib  -aie  conaidBiabi^  and  whieh,  in  all  Gor- 
«rament%  are  estremelT  ttaUe  to  abnaa,  the  aoeonnU 
ing  offieeia  have  atitt  ieaa  eentral.    For  economy  in 


thet  bnMMb  of  the  paUic  eervice,  the  heeda  of  thoae 
I>epertnien<a  rnnet  be  reapon«bie  to  the  nation.  From 
thia  view  of  the  anbjeet,  it  appears  not  to  be  ao  impor<* 
tant  thai  the  public  aoooanta  ahoold  be  aettled  in  the 
Tieaaonr  Department,  as  that  thvj  ahoald  be  prompt* 
Ij  and  nnaUy  settled. 

Whatever  divenily  of  opinion  may  oiziat  open  this 
enbject,  it  ia  behevod,  that  there  can  be  none  upon  the 
propriety  of  either  retaming  to  the  principle  apon 
which  the  Departmaota  were  origiaeHy  organiaed,  of 
referring  the  settlement  of  all  pi^ie  aceoonta  imme- 
dintely  to  the  Treaaary  DepartoMBt,  or  fi€  finally  set* 
Lllng  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments 
srithout  the  interventioB  of  the  accounting  oflkers  of 
Lhe  Treaamy.  The  Ibnner  has  the  recommendation 
»f  QBity  and  aimplietty  in  theory ;  and,  it  ia  believed, 
that  no  serioas  inconvenience  will  result  fiom  it  in 
practice.  The  latter  would  insure  the  prompt  and 
Snal  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  De- 
partments, but  might,  possibly,  lead  to  the  aatablish- 
ncrnt  of  difierent  princtplea  in  the  settlement  of  the 
>u  blic  accounts  in  the  respective  Departments.  Under 
adiciona  regulationa,  it  is  believed  that  the  prompt 
ind  final  aettlement  of  the  public  accounts  may  be  aa 
ifiectually  aecured  by  the  Armer,  as  by  the  latter  mod* 
fieation. 

'Whichever  modification  may  be  adopted,  an  increaae 
D  the  number  of  the  accountiiig  ofitoen  appears  to  be 
ndispensable.  From  the  year  170S,  when  the  offico 
if  Accountant  of  the  War  Dcfaitment  waa  created,  to 
he  year  1798»  when  all  the  acoounda  of  the  War  Do* 
>artment  were  referred  ibr  settlement  to  that  officer, 
he  military  force  of  the  United  Statee  waa  not  so  ex* 
eneive  as  the  preaent  Military  Peace  EatabltahmenL 
rhe  dtttiee  easigned  the  Aeoountont  at  the  former 
>eriod  was,  aa  haa  been  already  atailad,  the  aettlement 
)f  all  accouuta  relative  to  the  pay  el  the  Army,  the 
lubaistence  of  oflkers,  bountiee  to  eoldiers,  ezpenaes 
of  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  contingent  ezpeneea 
of  the  War  Department  Tim  aervicae  required  by 
that  act,  are  believed  to  be  auifieient  to  give  full  em* 
ploymant  to  one  aooounting  ofiiosr*  By  the  act  of 
1708,  the  aettlement  of  the  acoounta  relative  to  the 
Bubaistence  of  the  Army,  the  Quartermaater'e  depait> 
ment,  the  clothing  department,  the  purchaae  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war*  and  to  the  Indian  Deportment, 
mer^  referred  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart* 
meat. 

The  additional  duties  impoaedupen  the  AccounUnt 
by  this  act  have  been  so  great,  that  some  of  tlm  a^ 
counto  of  the  War  Department,  nearly  of  the  aame 
date,  remain  still  unsettled.  It  is,  therefore,  eonfi* 
dently  believed,  that  the  duties  impeeed  upon  the  Ac- 
countant, by  this  act,  require  the  undivided  attentioA 
of  another  accounting  officer. 

In  contemplation  of  the  law,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Traaaury  reviaaa  all  the  aeooonu  of  the  Government, 


for  tiw  porpoee  of  correcting  the  enora,  both  of  foel 
and  of  law,  which  may  hava  been  commitled  by  the 
aeeountiag  officers,  to  whom  their  aettlement  la,  In  the 
firrt  inatance,  eommittad.  He  ia  IflDBwise  charged 
with  the  aoperintendence  of  the  oolleotlon  of  the  rev* 
enue  ariaing  from  dutiaaand  tonnage,  and  diiecta  the 
collection,  by  sui^  ot  all  debia  due  to  the  United 
Stataa.  It  haa  been  alieady  atated,  thai  the  rovtaloB 
of  the  aocounta  aettled  by  the  aeeoontanta  of  the  War 
and  Navy  DepartmeBta,  by  thia  offioar»  haa  alwaya 
been  merely  nominal.  The  enumcnlion  juat  givan 
of  the  ectent  and  vnrie^  of  the  dotlea  Impoead  upo* 
him,  will  aatiaQr  every  reflecting  mind  that  they  muil 
continue  to  be  eo.  Should  thk  offieer  be  roKevei 
from  the  aoperiaiendenee  of  theeoUedtien  of  impealt 
and  dutiee,  and  of  auits  for  the  recovaiy  of  debta  duo 
tlie  United  atatea,  bv  the  aarignment  of  Iheee  dutiea 
to  another  officer,  etill«  it  ia  ballefed,  he  would  not  be 
able  to  revise  all  the  aceeunia  of  the  Government,  ao 
aa  to  be,  in  foct,  the  cheek  upon  the  auditittg  offieerrf 
which  the  law  contamplatae.  When  the  office  of 
Comptroller  waa  created,  and  the  dutiea  of  that  offieer 
presmhed,  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  waa  the  only 
aoeonnting  officer  whoee  acta  he  had  to  revim.  At 
preaent,  he  has  to  revise  the  eetHementa  made  by  throe 
accounting  offieen;  and  according  to  the  plan  which 
it  ii  the  duty  of  the  underoigBad  to  propoee,  in  order 
to  inaun  the  annual  aettlement  of  the  publia  asoounts, 
thero  will  be  ik^t  auditing  or  aoeonnting  officem,  wheeo 
acts  are  to  be  nviaed.  From  thia  view  of  the  oubjeoty 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  Comptroller  i^ 
pears  to  be  indispensable. 

It  has  been  previouely  atated  that  the  maaa  of  buei- 
new  thrown  upon  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, by  the  act  of  the  Iflth  of  July,  1798,  has  pro- 
duced an  arrearage  in  the  eattlement  of  the  accouuta 
of  that  Department^  almost  coeval  with  that  date.  TThia 
obeervatioB  waa  intended  to  apply  to  the  aocounta  ap- 
propriately belonging  to  the  Department)  arising  from 
the  admlniatration  of  the  Military  EstebHahment  But 
the  acoounta  of  the  Indian  Department,  without  a 
aolitary  exception,  have  romained  unaettled  fiom  that 
dale  to  the  preaent  period.  Thia  haa  reaulted  fiom 
the  foot,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  ia  eubatmitially 
the  auditor  of  all  the  Indian  accounts.  It  la  alee  hJa 
duty  toin^ufae  into  and  decide  upon  aH  daimaet- 
hibited  by  the  cittaena  of  the  United  Stotea  for  prop* 
erty  atolen  or  deatroyod  by  the  Indian  tribes^  to  whom 
annuities  aro  payaMa»  and  whero  they  aro  proved  le 
hie  aatisfiKtion,  to  diteat  compenaaUon  to  be  made  to 
the  injund  perty,  out  of  the  annuity  payable  to  the 
offimding  tribe.  Theee  dutiea,  togelher  with  the  ez* 
aminalion  of  the  eontiiigent  eipeneaa  of  the  Deptffr- 
ment,  which  mwat  aim  receive  hie  special  eanetien,  if 
duly  attended  to»  would  leave  him  no  time  todeeate  to 
the  mor^  important  and  appropriate  duties  of'tiis  ate* 
tion.  The  conaequenee  haa  been,  that  the  ladtai 
aceoonta  have  remained  unaettled,  and  meat  «oatla«o 
ao,  until  a  different  ofgaaisation  of ^be  Department 
ahall  be  efiected. 

It  is  obvious,  to  the  mind  of*  evety  reflecting  man, 
that  the  dutiea  imposed  opoa  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  rolaiion  to  the  Indian  department,  have  no  rational 
connexion  with  the  admlniatration  of  the  military  es* 
tahliahment  From  the  view  that  has  been  presented, 
it  ia  eonoeived  that  the  public  interei*  requirea  that 
the  Secrotaiy  of  War  ahould  be  relieved  from  further 
attention  to  theee  dutiea.  It  then  becomee  neoaaaafT 
to  laquiro  whither  thioae  dutiee  can,  oearistently  with 
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the  public  interest,  be  aaeigned  to  either  of  the  other 
dqMfftmenti.  An  extminAtion  into  the  datiea  re- 
coiled of  thoie  dqpartmenti,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  moat  decided  conviction, 
that  no  additional  dutiea  ought  to  be  impoeed  upon 
them,  under  their  present  organiaation.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  public 
intereat  would  be  promoted  by  relieving  those  depart- 
ments of  several  branches  of  the  public  service,  at 
present  committed  to  their  respective  charges. 

The  retrenchments  which,  with  great  advantage  to 
the  pubUc  interest,  might  be  made  in  the  duties  now 
imposed  upon  the  Secrelaiies  of  the  zespective  depart- 
ments, and  the  General  Post  Office,  would  furnish 
ample  employment  for  the  head  of  another  indepen- 
dent department. 

An  appropriate  assignment  of  duties  to  the  chief  of 
the  new  department,  would  embrace  the  Territorial 
Governments,  the  Indian^department,  the  General  Post 
Office^  roads  and  canals,  and  the  Patent  Office,  and 
such  other  brandies  of  the  public  service  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient. 

But  the  defocts  in  organization  of  the  existing  de- 
partments, are  not  the  only  reasons  why  the  public  ao- 
counte  are  not  annually  settled. 

The  want  of  power  to  compel  those  to  whom  the 
ooUection,  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money  has 
been  confided,  to  render  their  vouchers  and  settle  their 
aocounii^  when  required,  has  largely  contributed  to 
swell  the  list  of  unsettled  accounts.    The  power  of 
dismissing  from  office  ibr  misfeaiance  or  nonfeasance 
in  office,  especially  with  the  collecting  officers,  is  suf- 
ficiently coercive,  as  long  as  the  conduct  of  the  officer 
will  bear  examination,  and  powerfully  contributes  to 
keep  him  in  the  line  of  his  duty.    But  when  the  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  must  expose  his  guilt,  and  es- 
pecially when  he  has  been  diamissed  from  office*  thii 
coercion  entirely  ceases.    "With  disbursing  offices,  and 
particularly  in  the  Military  Bstabliahment,  this  mode  of 
coercion  is  much  more  feeble.    In  that  department, 
too,  there  is  the  strongest  reason  for  the  adoption  of 
the  most  vigorous  measures  to  bring  to  a  prompt  and 
final  settlement  those  who  have  besn  intrusted  with 
the  disbursement  of  money,  particularly  in  the  Quarter- 
master's and  Paymaster's  department.    Until  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Quartermaster  General  of  an  army,  or  of 
a  military  district,  are  settled,  it  is  impossible  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  deputies  and  assistants,  the  barrack- 
mastery  foragemastera'  and  quartermasters,  employed 
with  the  same  army,  or  in  the  same  district.  The  same 
observation  applies  to  the  psy  departments.    Until  the 
deputy  paymaster  genersl  settles  his  accounts,  or  at 
least  until  he  renders  his  vouchers,  none  of  the  d^trict, 
assistapt  district  psymasten,  or  regimental  paymasten, 
can  settle  their  accounts.    This  observation  applies  to 
the  several  grades  in  both  Departments.     Thus  a 
single  officer,  who  knows  himself  to  be  a  public  de- 
faulter, may,  by  standing  aloof,  and  by  procrastinatiag 
the  decision  of  Uw,  after  suit  is  brought,  prevent,  for 
years,  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  other  of&cen, 
who  may  be  solicitous  to  adjust  them. 

It  ii  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Legislature  to  apply 
appropriate  remedies  for  every  evB,  disclosed  by  the 
practical  operations  of  the  Government.  The  one 
now  under  consideration,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  inability  of  the  accounting  officers,  to  settle  an- 
nually the  public  accounts,  has  produced  more  serious 
consequences  to  the  Nstional  Treasury,  than  every  other 
united.    The  convictioni  on  the  part  of  an  officer,  that 


his  aooonnts,  cannot,  or  vrill  not,  be  settled  Ibr  years, 
presents  a  certain  degree  of  impunity  to  embesslement, 
and  powerfully  tempts  to  the  commission  of  it.  The 
necessity  of  resorting  to  an  action  at  law  to  enforoo 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  or  to  recover  money  em- 
bezsled  by  an  officer,  ought  to  be  avoided,  if  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  some  of  the  Btatea  this  necessity  is  avoided, 
the  public  money  retained  by  a  revenue  officer,  being 
collected  by  execution  issued  by  the  State  treasurer. 
If  this  or  n  similar  principle  could  be  acted  upon  by 
the  United  States,  embeiilement  would  not  be  frequent. 
In  conformity  with  theee  preliminary  obeervations, 
the  underrigned  respectfully  propose,  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient- 
First.  That  another  independent  Department  of 
the  Government  be  organiied  to  be  denominated  the 
**  Home  Department." 

That  the  Secretary  of  this  Department  shaU  exe- 
cute the  orders  of  the  President  in  relation  to, 
1.  The  Territorial  governments. 

3.  The  National  Highways  and  Canals. 
8.  The  General  Post  Office. 

4.  The  Patent  Office. 

6.  The  Indian  Department. 

Second.  That  the  primary  and  final  settlement  of 
all  accounts  be  made  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
that  the  organization  of  that  Department  be  modified, 
so  as  to  authorise  the  appointment  of 

1.  Four  additional  Auditors. 

2.  One  additional  Comptroller. 

3.  One  Solicitor. 

4.  That  the  Mint  Establishment  be  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Third.  That  the  office  of  Accountant  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Department,  and  of  the  Superintendent 
General  of  Military  Supplies,  be  aboUshed. 

Fourth.  That  the  survey  of  the  oosst  be  confided  to 
the  Navy  Department. 

According  to  the  modification  here  recommended, 
the 

First  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settlement  of 
the  public  accounts,  accruing  in  the  Tressury  De- 
partment. 

Second  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  aettlement 
of  ail  accounts  relative  to  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
Army,  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  bounties  and 
premiums,  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  contingent 
eipenses  of  the  War  Department. 

Third  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settiement 
of  all  accounts,  relative  to  the  Army,  the  Quartermas- 
ter's department,  the  Hoapital  department,  and  the 
Ordnance  department.  Both  of  these  Auditors  wtO 
keep  the  property  aceount  connected  with  those  branch- 
es of  service,  in  the  War  Department,  confided  to  them, 
respectively. 

Fourth  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settiement 
of  all  accounts  relative  to  the  Navy  Department 
And  the 

Fifth  Auditor  will  be  charged  with  the  settiement  of 
all  accounts  relative  to  the  State  and  Home  depart- 
ments. 

The  First  Comptroller  being  relieved  from  directing 
and  superintending  the  recoveiy  by  suits  of  all  debts 
due  the  Government,  will  revise  all  accounts  settled  by 
tiie  First  and  Fifth  Auditor. 

Second  Comptroller  will  reviee  all  settlements  made 
by  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Auditore. 
I     The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  will  be  charged  wiUi 
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the  reooverj  of  the  debtf  doe  the  GoTerament,  tccord- 
ing  to  the  ibime  pescribed  by  law. 

It  is  probable  that  experience  will  enggest  the  pro- 
priety of  making  changes  in  the  distribution  of  dattes 
among  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury.  In 
order  that  they  mi^  be  done  with  faciiityi  and  as  they 
shall  be  discoTered  to  be  neeessary,  it  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  the  whole  subject  be  lefl  to  Ezecu- 
tive  regulation. 

With  this  organisation  of  the  Departments,  the  check 
contemplsted  by  the  revision  of  the  Comptroller  will 
be  as  enbctnal  as  it  can  be  made.  Money  will  then 
be  paid  in  all  the  Departments  upon  the  settlement  of 
an  aodttori  only  after  it  has  been  revised  and  ap- 
proved by  a  comptroller. 

If  the  Departments  should  be  thos  organized  and 
vested  with  sufficient  power  to  compel  all  officers  em- 
ployed ia  the  eollection  or  disbnisemenl  of  the  pablie 
money  to  ren^r  their  vouchers  and  settle^  thnr  ae- 
oounts,  the  annual  settlement  of  the  public  aoooants 
will  be  insared,  and  a  more  certain  accountability  es- 
tablished in  the  respective  Departments. 

If  the  officer  intrusted  with  the  recovery  of  money 
improperly  detained  by  public  officers  was  authorised 
to  issue  an  ezecution  for  the  sum  appearing  to  be  due, 
either  upon  settlement  or  upon  the  failure  to  settle, 
when  called  upon  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  eze- 
cution so  issued  should  be  satisfied  by  the  distress  and 
sale  of  all  the  delinquent's  property,  and  that  of  his 
securities,  one  of  the  most  formidable  obstacles  to  the 
annual  settlement  of  the  public  accounts  would  be  sur- 
mounted. 

It  ia  believed  that  there  is  no  Constitutional  objec- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  the  principle^  in  relation  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  who  improperly  withhold 
the  public  money.  Under  the  law  imposing  the  direct 
tax,  the  collector,  on  default  ot  payment,  is  author^ 
iaed  to  make  the  amount  due  by  the  levy  and  sale  of 
the  defaulter's  property.  In  this  case  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  the  defaulter,  nothing  but  a  breach  of  the  gen- 
eral implied  obligation,  which  every  citizen  owes  to  the 
community,  to  contribute  to  the  wants  of  the  State,  in 
proportion  to  the  property  which  he  possesses.  This 
breach  may  frequently  be  the  result  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity, and  but  seldom  brings  his  integrity  in  question. 
In  the  case  of  the  delinquent  officer,  there  is,  in  most 
cases,  a  direct  breach  of  special  confidence,  involving 
the  odious  charge  of  peculation  or  embezzlement.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  the  remedy  of  the  Government 
■hould  be  more  summary  in  the  former  than  in  the 
latter  case  1  Is  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  a  clear  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases,  entirely  in  favor  of  the 
tsz  defaulter  t  Can  it  be  considered  more  important 
to  the  community  that  the  revenue  should  be  rigidly 
collected,  than  that  it  should  be  faithfully  and  honestly 
disbursed  1  Has  the  difierenoe  in  the  remedy  arisen 
from  the  consideration,  that  the  one  has  withheld  from 
the  Government  a  hundred  cents,  which  he  ought  to 
have  paid,  vrhilst  the  other  has  embesaled  a  thoo- 
■and  dollars  of  the  public  money»  thus  summarily  col- 
lected f 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  different  remedies  in 
the  two  cases  have  resulted  from  the  want  of  sufficient 
reflection,  and  not  from  design.  The  aubject  ia  now 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  and  no  doubt  is 
enteruined  that  that  enlightened  body  will  satisfy  the 
demands  of  reason  and  justice.  It  may  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  the  principle  now  recommended  has  been 
ippUed  by  the  laws  laying  direct  taxes  to  the  collect- 


ors  of  the  internal  revenue.  The  Legislature,  in  rela- 
tion to  that  class  of  officers,  has  even  authorized  Uie  ar- 
rest and  imprisonment  of  collectors  who  fail  to  collect, 
or  neglect  to  pay  after  collection ;  and  the  seizure  and 
sale  of  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  his  securi- 
ties during  their  imprisonment.  As  the  principle  haa 
already  been  appliea  to  cases  arising  out  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  it  is  respectfully  conceived  Uiat 
reasons  more  cogent  call  for  its  application  to  the  dis- 
bursing officers  of  the  Government  The  different 
rules  established  in  relation  to  those  two  dssses  of  offi- 
cers, if  persevered  in,  cannot  fail  to  present  the  idea, 
that  the  Government  is  more  astute  in  devising  means 
to  raise  and  collect  revenue,  than  in  enforcing  a  faith- 
ful application  of  it,  when  collected. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
GEO.  GRAHAM, 

Acting  See'ry  of  War, 
B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

DSOXXBBR,  1616. 

Hon.  JoKH  Oai&xabd, 

Preridmipro  tern,  of  the  Senate, 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Mr.  Williams  called  up  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  heirs  of  his  deceased  father,  Landon 
Carter, praving  payment  for  an  unliquidated  loan- 
office  certiocate  for  five  hundred  dollars,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  for  the  appoiatment  of  standing 
committees  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as 
follows : 

Resolvedy  That  it  shall  be  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  Senate  that  the  folio win{|[  standing  commit- 
tees be  appointed  at  each  session. 

A  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

A  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

A  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and 

A  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A|^reeabiy  to  notice,  Mr.  Barbour  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  reaolu«- 
tion,  which  was  read: 

Aioived,  b^  the  Senate  and  Houu  of  Mepreeentar 
tivee  of  the  united  Stalee  of  America  in  Congrem  Of- 
eembudt  two^thirde  of  both  Houaei  eoneurring.  That 
the  following  aroendinent  to  the  Constituiion  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legialaturea  of  the 
•overal  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution : 
No  law  Tarjing  the  compensation  for  the  services  of 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  take  effect  until 
an  election  of  Representatives  shall  have  intervened. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Vabnum  contmunicated  the  instructions  of 
the  Legishiture  of  the  Commonwetlth  of  Massa- 
cbtisetts  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  use 
their  inflaence  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  last,  changing 
the  mode  and  increasing  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Yabu DM  withdrew  his  motion  for  referring 
to  a  select  committee  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  5th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  act  to  authorize  the  pavmentfor  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  military  ser?iceof  the  United  StatM, 
and  for  other  purpoaes. 

The  resolttlion  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  relattre  Xw  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  reftrred  to  a  sebet  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  end 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Robebts,  Dagobtt,  Mason, 
of  New  Ham|»hire,  and  Bbown,  wete  appointed 
the  committee. 


THUftsnAY,  December  12. 

Robebt  H.  Goldsbobough,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  attended  this 
day. 

Geobgb  M.  Tboup,  (who  arrived  on  the  11th 
instant,)  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  William  W.  Bibb, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Geobqb  M.  Tboup,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were  also  read,  and 
laid  on  file. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  James  Noble  and  Walleb  Taylor,  respect- 
ively, appointed  Senators  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Indiana;  their  credentials  harinff 
been  read  and  filed  on  the  2d  instant,  they  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

On  motioiK  by  Mr.  Mobbow, 

Beaolvedf  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  aiTd  as  the  Con- 
stitution requires. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobbow, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papera,  of  equal  sibc,  numbered  1,  2,  and 
3;  each  or  the  said  S^ators  shall  draw  out  one 
paper.  No.  1,  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  member 
to  be  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms 
of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817; 
No.  2,  in  the  class  whose  terms  will  expire  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1819;  and  No.  3,  in  the  class  whose 
terms  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1821. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  abovementioned  were, 
by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  box; 
when  Mr.  Noblb  drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly 
of  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  serrice 


will  expire  on  the  3d  of  14arch,  1881 ;  and  Mr. 
Taylob  drew  No.  2,  and  is  aecordingly  of  the 
class  whoae  terms  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1819. 


Privay,  December  13. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  nasaed 
a  bttlj  entitled  "^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Williams,"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  and  paaaedto 
the  second  reading. 

StANPING  COMBOTtEEB. 

On  mofiott  of  Mr.  Babboor,  the  SeiiBte  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  following  Stand- 
iog  Committees,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  10th  Instant.    And, 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Macon,  King,  Dana,  and  La- 
eocck.  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Messrs.  Campbell,  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Thomf)son,  King,  and  Troup,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  Sanford,  Roberts,  and  Mason, 
of  New  Hampshire,  were  appointed  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Troup, 
Condit,  and  Hardin,  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairu. 

Messrs,  Varnum,  Ticiienor,  Lacock,  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams,  were  appointed  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Militia. 

Messrs.  Tait,  Howell,  Sanford,  FroiDeBtin,and 
Daegett,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Aflnira, 

Messrs.  Morrow,  Brown,  Tayior,  Noble,  and 
Gkildsborough,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Wilson,  Qoldsborou^h,  Tich- 
enor,  and  Mason,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Messrs.  Chace,  Talbot,  Hunter,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  Wilson,  Ashmun,  Thompson,  Talbot, 
and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads:  And, 

Messrs.  Howell,  Varnum,  Condit,  Wells,  and 
Roberts,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions* 

refehence  of  the  message. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoasideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  the  Mea- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
select  committees,  which,  haring  been  amended , 
were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Raohftd^  That  to  much  of  the  Messagfe  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  ti^e  United  States  as  relates  to  foreign  afiairs, 
be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Baoived,  That  so  much  o(  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  mannfactnrea, 
and  to  navigation  and  comneice,  be  referred  to  thie 
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Committee  oo  Commeroe  and  Mannfiictaieey  with  leaTe 
to  report  br  bill  or  otherwiae. 

ReuMf  Thai  ao  maeh  of  tha  Maanga  of  the  Pran- 
dent  of  tha  United  Btataa  aa  ralataa  to  tha  militia,  be 
referred  to  tha  Committoa  on  tha  Militia,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Ruohedf  That  lo  mach  of  tha  Maiaaga  of  tha  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  aa  relatea  to  weights  and 
meaaarea,  ba  referred  to  a  ealeet  committae»with  leave 
to  report  hy  bill  or  otherwiie. 

Measra.  Dana,  HAaoiii,  Mobbow,  Kino,  and 
RuooLBS,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Reaoheij  That  eo  much  of  the  Maeeaga  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  8utaa  aa  relatea  to  a  National 
Univenity,  ba  rafenad  to  a  aelaet  committee,  with 
leave  to  r^^ort  by  bill  or  otherwiaa. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Daoobtt,  Mabon,  of  New 
Hampshire,  Conoit.  and  Golobboboogb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Betohed^  That  ao  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  tstatea  aa  relatee  to  roads  and 
canals,  be  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mess^rs.  Hobbct,  Morrow,  Lacook,  Abbmuni 
and  Frombntin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

iZeaolBed;  Thataomnchof  theMeesagaofthaPreei- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  as  relatea  to  the  alave  trade, 
be  referred  to  to  a  select  oonunittee,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Messrs.  Horbbt,  Rq<kii.B8,  Tait,  Hardin,  and 
Daoobtt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Siaohedt  ThaisomochoftbaMaesagec^thaPiaai- 
dent  of  tha  United  States  aa  relatea  to  cnmaa  and 
odeneea,  and  to  the  Judiciary  KetaMiahment,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy,  with  leave 
to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

BeBohei^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  aa  relaica  to  an  additional 
Executive  Department,  and  to  the  office  of  Attorney 
General^  ba  referred  to  a  aeiecl  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  8anpord,  Macon,  Williams,  Dao- 
obtt, and  Mabon,  of  New  Hampshire,  were  ap- 
poioied  the  committee. 

Befobedt  That  so  much  of  tha  Meesage  of  the  Preei- 
tot  of  tha  United  Statea  aa  relatos  to  the  financea, 
ind  a  national  currency,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

And.  on  motion,  the  Hooae  adjoamed  on  til 
Monday. 


MoNDAT,  Deeembor  1(L 

MoNTrORT  Stokbb,  who  arrived  on  the  13th 
instant,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasiooed  by  the  reaignation  of  Jamea  Turner, 
produced  his  credentials,  waa  qualified,  and  he 
took  hta  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Montfort  Stokbb,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  yearn,  commencing 
on  the  4ih  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Tbodp  presented  the  petition  of  WiUiam 
14ih  Com.  2d  Ssf  ••— 2 


Little,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  praying  a  law  may 
be  passed  granting  him  a  patent  for  an  improved 
mode  of  preparing  and  refining  sugar ;  which  waa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce  and  Manufactures,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daqoett  presented  the  petition  of  Thomaa 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain 
open  squares  in  said  city ;  which  were  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Me.<«sr8. 
Daoobtt,  Goldbbobouqh,  and  Mabon  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wiluamb,  the  petition  of 
Alfred  M.  Carter  was  referred  to  the  Uommittee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Vabnom  called  up  the  petition  of 'iSarah 
Jarvisand  others,  praying  payment  of  the  balance 
which  may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis,  de- 
ceased, for  services  during  the  Revolutionary 
war;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consiireration  : 

iZflSoibe^  That  it  shall  be  one  of  tha  orders  of  the 
SenatCb  that  there  be  appointed,  at  each  seseion,  a 
standing  committee  for  the  District  of  Colnmbia* 

Ordered^  That  it  paaa  to  the  aeeood  reading. 

Mr.  Lacook  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

i26soAm(  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndioiary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  distriotSa 
and  establishing  a  district  and  dreuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  county  of 
Alleghany. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohidt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqaira 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  regulating  tha 
interoenree  with  the  Indian  tribee,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Cbabb  presented  the  petition  of  the  Prea- 
idcnt  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation.*— Keferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  conaider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  eoaaideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  4th  instanf,  which,  having  been 
modified,  waa  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Retdved,  That  the  Committee  oo  Finance  be 
instructf  d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requi- 
ring the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  to  establish  a  competent  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  within  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
the  Diatrictof  Columbia;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  "^Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Williams,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wii^on,  the  Senate  pro- 


HIBTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


.S6 


•Bmati. 


Pr9Ctedingt. 


DKCBMBSa,  1016. 


eeeded  to  the  appointment  of  aChapkiD,on  their 
part,  in  the  place  of  the  Reverend  John  Glendy, 
who  declines  the  appointment  j  and,  on  the  bal- 
lots having  been  counted,  it  appeared  that  the 
Reverend  Sereko  B.  Dwiobt  had  a  majority, 
and  was  elected. 


Tdbbdat,  December  17. 

Mr.  Daogbtt  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,praying  a  charter  of  incorporation.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Williams,*'  reported  ii 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a 

third  reading.  ^  j 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  sland- 
iog  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia|^was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
)ind  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  which,  having  been 
modified,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jwlieiary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  law  regulating  the  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
l^ommittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
into  two  judicial  districts,  and  establishing  a  dis- 
trict and  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  and 
•greed  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanpobb,  the  Joint  report 
Iron  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Depftriments 
4(espeetiBg  the  annual  settlement  of  the  public. 
BCCOttOU,  was  referred  to  the  committee  to  wbMm. 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  i*w  P^«»v 
ideal  of  the  United  Slates  as  relaies  to  aoaildK 
tiooal  JSxecutive  Department,  and  to  the  office  of! 
Attorney  General,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,: 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  legislative  measures  may  be  necessary  tM 
admitting  the  State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  or 
for  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
that  State,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con-, 
sideration  thereof.  And  on  his  motion,  the  Com-^ 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  the  provisions  necessary  to  give  effVct 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Indiana,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 


Wbonesoat,  December  18. 
Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  executors  of  Igoace  Delino,  late  of  the  State 


of  Louisiana,  ptaying  compensation  for  certaia 
property  destroyed  by  order  of  Qeneral  Jackson, 
during  the  invasionof  that  Slate  by  the  British. — 
Referred  to  the  CiMomittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MaBON,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  and  Company  of 
the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Wash ing- 
ton,.pray  ing  a  charter  of  tncorporation.—Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Rdoolbb  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Riddle,  praying  eompeusation  for  the  loss  of  clo- 
thing while  a  volunteer  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
tedSiaieSiF^Reiecred  to  theCommitieeWCIaims. 

Mr.  Rdgmilbs  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Van  HoriKol  Harrison  couiiiy,  in  the  Sute  of 
Ohio,  praying  renHiacffaiioB  for  losseaftad  injuries 
sustained  while  in  the  militia  service  of  the  Uoi* 
tedStatea.^Refecredtu  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RuoGLES  also  preeoted  the  petition  of  cec- 
tain  citizens  of  tiarrisville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route,  upon 
a  plan  Miggested  in  the  petition.— Referred  to  the 
Cum  mittee  on  Post  Offices  aud  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MoBROW  presented  the  petition  cf  William 
Edwards,  of  Warren  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  indemnification  fur  certain  services  as  a 
surveyor. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROtroH  presented  the  memortai  of 
the  representatives  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the 
religious  socicfty  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore 
praying  some  further  provision  by  law  for  sup- 
pressing the  progress  of  a  traffic  in  negroes  aod 
people  of  color,  from  the  Middle  and  Southern 
Suites,  as^  represented  in  the  roemDriaL-^Referred 
to  the  coramiliee  to  whom  waa  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  MoBBOW.  fiubmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


MtmUted,  Tkat  the  Oammiltee  too  the-Pablic  JUaadi 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aotheii- 
sing  the  reprinting  of  the  coUectioa  of  hmd  laws,  made 
under  the  authority  of  tbe  United  Sutas,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  laws  passed  on  that  subject  since  the  said 
collection  was  made,  digested  and  arranged  in  oonve- 
nient  order;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sampobo  submitted  the  followii^  motion 
forconsideiaiioa: 

fffitsAifrfi  That  the  Secietary^f  the  Tceaaary  lay 

before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  wfakh 
have  been  collected,  by  Tirtue  of  the  laws  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;  a  statement  of  the 
expenditure  and  applioatioa  of  those  moneys,  compre- 
hending the  objects  of  expenditure,  and  a  general  view 
of  the  administration  of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen ;  and  also,  such  information  aa 
he  may  possess,  tending  to  show  hew  far  the  n^oneyi 
collected  under  the  laws  now  in  force,  are  eufident  et 
insoffieient  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seaman 
ofthe  United  States. 

Tbe  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  stand- 
ing Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  waJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  OoLDSBORouaH 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Daooett,  and  Mr.  Stokkb 
I  were  appointed  the  committee. 
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The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
tbaniel  Williams,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

TaobiioaTi  Dlace9»ber  19. 

SaiinsL  W«  Dajia,  from  the  State  of  Geonec- 
tieut,  arrived  eo  the  18th,  and  attended  this  day. 

The  Prbsidert  commnoieated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  showing 
the  applieatJoB  of  moneys  which  Jiave  been  trans- 
ferred, by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  from  several  of -the  appropriationsto  other 
appropriations,  for  the  aapport  of  theMiiiiarjr  JBs* 
tablis^meot,  since  the  last  aeesioB  of  Congress; 
and  the  report  wae.read. 

Mr.  Laoock  presented  tiie  petition  of  Sarah 
Dctrees,  of  the  State  oi  Pennsylvania,  in  behalf 
of  herself  and  others,  praying  remuneration  for 
the  loss  of  property  desuoyed  by  a  4etaehment  of 
the  Bntifh  army,  on  the  17th  and  18ih  of  Sep* 
tember,  1777,  beiongiog  to  William  Dawees,  ^er 
Iste  httsband,  and  for  other  iojuries  sustained  by 
hira,  as  stated  in  the  petition.— rReferred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BaRBOon,  Alexander  Smyth 
had  leave  to.  withdraw  his  letter,  commanicated 
21st  February,  1814,  together  with  the  aoeom- 
panviag  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18ih  instant,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  information 
respecting  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tne  Senate  refuroed  the  consideration  of  clie 
motion  o£  the  18th  instant,  instructing  the  Coqd* 
miiiee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reprintinj;  the  land  laws;  and 
agreed  themio. 

I 

Fbimlt,  December  dO. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoube  have  passed 
a  bill  .entitled  "An  act  for  the  reljef  of  Loither 
Biogl^m."  Also  a  bill,  enlided  "An  act  aupple-» 
meoiary  to  'An^ct  to. regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonaiige."  la  which  biU»ih^y  request 
the  concarrenee  of  the  Senate.  < 

The  twohilU  last  mentioned  were . iaed» andj 
Mverally  pnssed  lo  the aecond. reading. 

Mr.  Maaaaw,  submitted  tbefeilowiag  mocioof 
iot  caasiilecation :  i 

iiesolw^  That Ihe  Conndtteeon  the  PaUie  Lande 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,; 
by  Uw,  for  ^  rsMrvation  from  sale  of  ench  portions  of 
the  pnUic  lends  prododng  the  titse-oak  and  red  cedar 
timbers,  as  may  be  neeeHaiy  to  afford  a  saffideat  enp-; 
ply  of  those  tinben  for  public  naval  architecture,  and, 
also,  the  measures  proper  for  preventing  waste  and 
damage  on  the  same ;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Vabhom  called  op  the  petition  of  Josepb 
Marqnand,  collector  of  the  revenue  at  Newbury- 
port,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for  bis 
services. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manofaetoree. 


Monday,  December  23. 

The  Pbrsiobnt  communicated  the  report  pf 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  prepared  in  obe- 
dieece  to  the  act  supplementary  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled ^  An  a£t  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment i"  and  the  report  was  read,  and  refeir«d  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Vaaaaii  presen^d  the  petition  of  Richard 
Callahan,  praving  an  increase  of  his  pension,  for 
reasons  statecf  in  his  petition. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensionii. 

Mr.Caj|P.BSLLsubifiitted  tbe  following  motioa 
for  consideration : 

B^nfotfi^  That  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands  be 
iastru<rted[  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  pronding 
by  law  for  apthoriaing  those  who  hola  titles,  derived 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina*  to  lands  in  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  which  tl^e  Indian  dfajm 
has  not  yet  been  extingnished,  to  have  the  boondaries 
of  their  sud  dauns  ascertained  and  re-marfced,  or 
otherwise  identified,  in  order  that  the  evidence  to 
support  Ihe  same  may  be  perpetnated. 

Mr.  Bbowm  presented  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to« 
certain  tract  of  .land  in  said  State. — ^Referred  to 
the  Committee  en  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of 
Luther  Bingham/'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  regulate  the  da- 
ties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  eee- 
ond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Robbbtb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  AL 
Carter,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Landon  Carter;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  20ih  insmnt,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  reser- 
vation, from  sale,  of  lands  producing  live-oak  and 
red  cedar  timbers;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr..QoifP8poaop4H,  Irom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  .whom , was  referred  the  peti^pn  of 
Ttonaa  fUddle,  made  A'eport,  together  with  the 
foltowiog  resolution: 

Bmiwdt  Tlmt  lim  petitioner  teve  leave  to.wilh- 
his 


<  TuB^l3LaT,  December  2i. 

The  cfedeottals  of  MaaTiif  D.  HaBnm,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  LegisUture  of  the  Sute 
of  Kentucky,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Uie 
resignation  uf  William  T.  Barry,  were  read ;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to 
him. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBoooB  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Tyler  and  Trueman  Tyler,  executors  of 
Thomas  Turner,  late  Accountant  of  the  Navy. 
praying  compensaiioD  for  extra  services  rendered 
in  relation  to  the  Navv  Pension  Fund.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEuca, 
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Mr.  RnoGLEB  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel Spri??,  praying  a  patent  may  inue  to  him  for 
a  tract  ofland  in  the  State  of  Ohio. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrts,  the  Committee  of 
Claimt,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lather  Bingham,**  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  there* 
of;  and  the  petition  of  Luther  Biogham,  together 
with  the  accompanying  docnments,  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  RuGOLBs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Bciohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  PaUie  Lands  ba 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  sakries  of  the  Begister  of  the  Land  Office,  and  the 
Beceiver  of  Poblic  Moneys,  in  the  district  of  Marietta, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  for  perpetaating  cer- 
tain land-marks,  which  having  been  amended, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Ruolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
pedi'encv  of  providing  by  law  for  authorizing 
those  who  bold  tides,  derived  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  or  Kentucky,  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  or  Kentucky 
to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
tinguished, to  have  the  boundaries,  or  other  land 
marks,  of  their  claims  ascertained  and  re-marked, 
or  otherwise  identified;  in  order  that  the  evi- 
dence to  support  the  same  may  be  perpetuated. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Riddle;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RoBBBTB,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landon 
Carter  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retolvd  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflke 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqnbetnto  the  expe- 
diencv  of  establisbing  a  post  route  from  the  town  of 
Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  Brookville,  in 
Franklin  county.  State  of  Indiana;  ftom  thence  up 
the  west  fork  of  White  water,  by  GowMrsville ;  from 
tbeaoe  to  Watnloo ;  from  thence  to  Salisbniy,  by  the 
way  of  CentersviUc^  in  the  county  of  Wayne ;  from 
thence  to  Dnnlap's  Mill,  on  the  east  fork  of  White 
water ;  from  tbenoe  to  the  town  of  Fairfield,  by  the 
way  of  the  town  of  Bath;  from  thence  to  the  aJbraaaid 
town  of  Brookvilk. 

Mr.  GoLoaBOBonoB  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Ridgely,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Colttmbia,  praying  that  certain  bonds,  given 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non-importattn 
law,  ma^  be  cancelled  and  restored  to  him ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned 
vntil  to-morrow. 


Thubbdat,  December  26. 

Mr.  WiLBON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JRaohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnnieate  to  the  Senate  such  infor- 
mation aa  he  may  posesas  conceniing  the  progrew 
made  in  surveying  the  several  tracta  of  military  bounty 
lands,  and  the  proliable  time  at  which  aaid  survey  will 
be  completed. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ituohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
iostmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  anthori- 
sing,  by  law,  the  exchange  of  terntoiy  with  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes ;  and  that  Uie  aaid  committee  have  leavs 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  Silk 
instant,  for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  in  the  district  of  Marietta  ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  tbe  24th  instant,  for  instruciins;  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
certain  ftost  route ;  and  agreed  tbereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landoa 
Carter  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


FainAT,  December  27. 

The  following  Mes^ge  was  received  from  (he 
PsBBinBNT  OP  TBB  Unitcd  Statbb: 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

JZepresen/oftoes  of  the  United  States  .* 

It  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  hare  not  the  efli- 
cacy  necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  nstion  at  peace,  towards 
belligerent  parties,  and  otiier  unlawful  acta  on  the 
high  seas,  by  armed  vessels  equipped  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States. 

With  a  view  to  maintain  more  eflectuallj  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  laws,  to  the  character,  and  to  tbe 
neutral  and  paciAe  relations  of  the  United  States,  I 
recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expe- 
diency of  such  lurther  legislattve  provisions  as  may  be 
requisite  lor  detaining  veaaels  actnally  equipped,  or  ia 
a  course  of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force,  withia 
the  jnrisdictioa  of  the  United  States ;  or,  as  tbe  case 
ouy  be,  lor  olilaiaing  from  the  oimers  or  eommandem 
of  such  vessels,  adequate  aecurities  against  tlio  abuse 
of  their  arouiments,  wiih  the  exceptions,  in  such  pro* 
visions,  proper  for  the  casea  of  merchant  veaaele  fus^ 
nished  with  the  defensive  armamenta  uaual  on  diatanl 
and  dangerous  expeditions;  and  of  a  private  com* 
merce  in  militaiy  atorea  permitted  by  our  law,  and 
which  the  law  of  natioaa  doea  nut  require  the  United 
Statea  to  prohibit. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
DxcxxBxa  26,  1616. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  on  moiion  by  Mr, 
RoBBBTB,  relerred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bil 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  petition  of  Jmmd 
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lumes,  collector  of  loterDal  rereoue  for  the  sixth 
ollectioo  district  of  PeoDsylvaota,  praying  to  be 
Hewed,  in  the  setttemeat  of  his  pablie  account, 
or  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1814,  the  sum 
f  $1,142  53;  being  a  commission  charged  in 
aid  account,  but  not  allowed  at  the  Treasury, 
€cau«e  the  receipts  upon  which  it  accrued  were 
^ot  deposited  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
Uates  until  the  3d  of  January,  1815,  for  reasons 
tated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re< 
erred  to  the  Uommitiee  on  Finance,  to  consider 
ad  report  thereon,  hj  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
D formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
.  bill,  eoiiiled  **An  act  directing  the  discbarge  of 
Fohn  Ricaod  from  imprisonment^"  and  a  bill 
entitled  ""An  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Na- 
haniei  Tafi  from  imprisonment ;"  in  which  bills 
hey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brooght  up  for  concurrence 
rere  severally  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
eading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
esterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  agreed 
b  ere  to,  amended  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
kaies  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Sen* 
te  s;uch  information  as  he  may  possess  concern* 
ig  the  progress  made  in  surveying  the  several 
racts  of  military  bounty  lands,  appropriated  for 
be  late  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
robable  time  at  which  such  survey  will  be  eom- 
leted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
f  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
ic Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedienev  of  au- 
borizing  the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of 
be  lodian  tribes;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Tboup  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
ODsideration : 

Reaoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Chums  be  in- 
tracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aathoriiingy 
y  law,  the  payment  to  the  State  of  Georgia  of  oerlain 
laims  for  the  serviees  of  militia,  called  oat  under  the 
ttihority  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  yaon  1799 
ind  1798,  Ibr  the  delinee  of  the  said  Bute  against  In- 
iian  invasion. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
be  inttroeted  to  consider  the  pioprie^  of  making  pro- 
rision,  by  law,  for  declaring  the  extent  of  the  maritime 
precincu  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safeguard 
if  friendly  vssiels  which  may  be  within  the  same. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MovDAY,  December  30. 

RuFt78  KiRQ,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
arrived  oo  the  27th  iosiaot,  and  attended  this 
day. 

The  PBB8IDS1CT  communieated  the  memorial 
»f  the  Legislative  Coancil  and  House  of  Repre- 
lentatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a 
Siate  into  the  UnioB|  on  an  equal  footing  with 


the  original  States,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  Luther  Bing- 
ham, and  the  report  and  documents  were  read. 

He  also  communicated  a  report  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  compre- 
bending  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  ap- 
plication of  such  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  to  the  30tk 
of  September,  1816,  inclosire,  conformably  to 
the  act  ^  further  to  amend  the  sereral  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury. 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed  the  3d  or 
March,  1809 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motioii 
of  the  87th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  payment  to  the  State  of  Georgia  for 
militia  serviees  in  1703  and  1703;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  <*An  act  directing  the  dio- 
charge  of  Nathaniel  Taflt  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  John  Ricaud  from  imprisonment,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

JReaoked,  That  the  Senate  wUI,  on  Thursday  nexl» 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Ddorkeeper. 

TussDAY,  December  31. 

Mr.  Daooett  presented  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Porter  and  others^  grocers  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven  and  its  vicinitv,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '*An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
reuilers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreiga 
merchandise." — Referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Joel  Cook,  of  New  Haven,  in  the  Stete  of  Con- 
necticut who  was  a  Cajpteia  in  the  fourth  regi* 
ment  ot  United  States  infantry  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britein,  praying  a  pension.*-Referre4 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RoBcare,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Kidd,  made  a 
report,  together  with  the  following  resolution: 

^Be$olvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted." 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lagook  presented  the  jpetition  of  John  Sem- 
ple,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  route  of  the  Cumberland 
road.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbo 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *<Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Luther  Bingham ;"  and  on  the 
question,  "Shail.tlusbill  be  read  a  third  time?"  U 
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WA8  determined  in  the  negatire.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
motido  of  I  be  30th  instant,  to  proceed  oo  Thurs- 
day next  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper; and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sanford  sobmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Coainittae  of  Conaeice  and 
Manvfadoref  be  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  eetatiliihing«  by  law,  nnilbnn  rates  of  dim- 
agee  and  interest,  in  cases  of  protests  of  foreign  bills 
of  exchange. 

Bfr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  followingf  motion  for 
eoosideratioD : 

R€$oifed,  That  the  Conmitlee  on  Poblie  Lande  be 
lastrvcted  to  inqoiie  into  the  expediency  of  protiding^ 
bj  law,  for  the  division  of  a  certain  prayortian  of  the 
^Barter  sections  of  the  pnblic  lands. 

MARimiB  PKfiCINCTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 

Sana's  motion  to  instruct  the  Commitiee  of 
oreigtt  Relations  to  connider  the  propriety  of 
makinff  provision,  by  law,  for  declaring  the  ex- 
tent of  the  maritime  precincts  of  the  United 
8tate9,  and  for  the  safeguard  of  friendly  vessels, 
which  may  be  within  the  same. 

Mr.  Dana  offered  a  few  remarks  on  the  neces- 
sity of  instituting  the  inquiry  he  proposed.  One 
of  die  first  and  most  interesting  process iotis' which 
ever  took  place  in  this  country,  he  said,  occurred 
n(  Ifew  York,  on  the  d«arh  of  an  American  citi- 
zen, kitfed  by  a  British  vessel  Within  the  #tters 
of  the  United  States— he  alluded  to  the  case  of 
Pierce,  who  was  shot  within  a  mile,  even  in  sight, 
of  the  shore;  yet,  on  that  occasion,  the  question 
arose  whether  the  act  was  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  was  tried 
wfore  a  British  naval  court.  From  that  time  to 
this  DO  efiectual  attempt  had  been  made  to  attopt 
ibeasures  of  protection,  or  to  prevent  the  recur- 
i^nce  of  such  outrages — he  meant  no  legislative 
attempt,  where  alone  it  was  proper.  He  did  nor 
allude  to  negotiationv,  or  any  Executive  meas- 
nres;  nor  did  he  conceive  it  the  business  of  the 
Executive,  under  our  Constitution,  to  meddle 
with  the  subject ;  our  Executive  could  not,  like 
the  King  of  England,  make  any  regulations  re- 
tarding our  jurisdiction.  Mr.  D.  sai'f,  in  Eng- 
land, they  did  not  confiue  their  jt^risdtction  to 
6ne  league  from  shore;  nor  did  they  liniit  it  by 
Ihw;  t\key  nt^easured  their  jurisdiction  by  their 
cannon — by  cannon  afloat;  and  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ago  the  English  had  taken  (he  pruper  steps 
to  protect  ibeir  honor  from  insult.  Mr.  D.  called 
the  recollection  of  the  Senate  to  a  correspondence 
oh  this  subject,  under  the  Administration  of  Gen- 
eral Wabhinoton,  which  raij?ht  readily  be  re- 
ferred to,  when  it  was  decided  that  it  was  not 
Jirudent  to  claim  jurisdiction  beyond  one  league 
rom  land.  It  was,  Mr.  D.  thought,  consistent 
ikow  with  our  character,  and  the  situation  of  our 
ebtntry,  that  our  jurisdiction  should  not  be  con^ 
fined  to  a  marine  league.  Very  often,  when  our 
¥esi9^l8  Were  coasting  and  paaaiiag  the  headlands^ 


they  were  more  than  a  league  from  shore, 
would  any  one  consider  them  beyond  the  pale 
our  protection?  No,  he  said,  thev  were  si 
withm  the  limits  of  our  court-yard,  though  ^ 
might  not  be  enclosed,  and  it  was  our  bosiceisie 
prevent  any  disturbance  there.  The  proper  peu^ 
officers  of  that  yard  were  the  officers  of  our  oirr, 
who  were  able  and  willing  to  preserve  peace  tbeRi 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  nem, 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thnraday. 


TausBOAY,  January  2, 1617. 

Albzandbr  Cowrns  HAN80]i,appoiBCed  a  S» 
ator  by  the  Leg iaktvre  of  the  State  of  Mttr 
land,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resi^ 
nation  of  Robert  G.  Harper,  prodoeed  htseredf» 
tials,  wna  qoalifiedi  nnd  he  took  hia  acai  Vn  m 
Setinte. 

Th«!  Pbksioeut  communicated  •  report  of  ik 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedienctt? 
the  rcaolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  87Ui  nliine. 
containing  the  information  required,  eoocerons 
the  progress  made  in  surveying  mliimry  booiij 
lands,  nnd  the  report  was  reed. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  cooatdetrntioa  of  ikt 
resolation  offered  by  Mr.  Sakvobo,oo  Tiiesdtf,n 
iaqoire  into  the  expediency  of  catal»lt»hiag,  6f 
law,  uniform  rates  of  deoMges  and  interest  a 
cases  of  protests  of  foreign  billa  of  ezchenge. 

Mr.  SAMitWD  submitted  a  few  remarks  to  s^ 
the  competencv  of  the  Government  to  recilsft 
the  amoont  of  protests  in  the  cases  apecifit^a 
the  resoltttion,  and  the  neeesslty  of  providaf 
some  uniform  rule  on  a  subjceft  wbicli  vatici 
now  BO  much  in  the  diffisrent  coorlaof  the  Uni«i 
after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  witM 
obVetion« 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considerattoo  of  ik 
motion  of  the  31st  ultimo,  instructing  the  Cott- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  a^ 
diency  of  providing^  by  law,  for  the  divisioa  i* 
certain  proportion  of  the  quarter  aectioos  of  ik 
pobtic  Unds;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  RoBasTS,  from  the  Connittee  of  Claiaik 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  re^ 
sentatives  of  Igoace  Chalraet  Delino,  deceaifd> 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secoa^ 
readings 

Mr.  Chacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  ex^ 
cuiioo  of  the  laws  of  the  Uaited  States,  wiibA 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  the  bill  waa  read,  la^ 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  moiiot 
for  consideration : 

lUaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  ABia 
be  instmetod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  svtbfr 
inng,  by  law,  the  appointment  of  additional  ageatf  i^ 
such  8tates  or  Territories,  wheie  it  may  be  lb  and  s^ 
cessary,  for  the  mei^  odnironient  payment  of  isd 
peraona  aa  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  plaeed  on  tW 
pension  list  of  the  United 


The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  seleei 
eomiaittee,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Kidd,  nodoi 
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motion  by  Mr.  Daoqbtt,  the  coosidemtioo  thereof 
was  poncpoDed  until  to-morrow. 

Go  motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Aftststant  Door- 
keeper, on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  con- 
tideration  thereof  was  postponed  antil  Monday 
aexL 

Fridat,  January  3. 

Mr.  VasMm  eomnraatcated  the  reaolntiona  of 
the  Legifhunre  of  the  Com mon wealth  of  Maani* 
ehusetti,  for  tlie  appointment  of  atfeats  to  preMtt< 
the  claim*  of  that  Common  wealth  agakisc  the 
United  Stales  for  allowance,  with  instructions  to 
their  Senators  to  afford  the  said  ag;ents  a4l  the 
aid  in  their  power  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  of  their  appointment,  and  endeavor  to 
procure  all  necessary  prorision  for  that  purpose 
to  be  made  by  law ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Varnum  submitted  the  fuUowLag  motion 
for  coosideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  ia- 
•Imcted  to  inquire  into  the  espedieney  of  lepeeling  an 
act  entitlad  **  An  ect  increaeiag  the  cooifensation  ai- 
lowed  the  SefgeaBt-at^Arms  of  the  Senate  and  Hooae 
ef  RepffseBtattve«»  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Aefiit> 
ant  liooifceeper  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Repra- 
seotelifee,"  approved  March  8,  181^  with  leave  to 
lepoii  by  bill  ei  otherwise* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  additional  agents,  for  the  payment  of  pereone 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ooosidemtion  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Kidd ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  pustpoaed  uniil  Monday  nesi|and  the 
petition,  and  accompanying  documents,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  exeeution  of 
the  lawaof  the  United  Sfaios  within  the  Stale 
of  Indiana,  waa  read  the  seeood  lime;  and,  oa 
motion  by  Mr.  Chacr,  the  farther  eoasideratioo 
thereof  was  postponed  until  next  MaaNlttf  week. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ef  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  ignace  Chalraet  Deliao,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  rend  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  connideraiioo : 

JUaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifiuia 
be  ioBtrocted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  iucreas- 
ing  the  pay  of  regimental  and  bettelion  paymasters, 
end  giving  them  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the  Pub- 
Hie  Lrfinds,  to  whom  the  subject  waa  referred,  re- 
ported ft  bill  to  fttttherixe  a  new  edition  of  the 
coileeitott  of  laws  respeeiing  the  public  landa, 
and  the  bill  wm  read,  a«d  pasaed  to  tho  aecond 
raadiag. 


Monday,  January  6. 

The  PRBSIDBNT  communicated  a  letter  froai 
the  acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War| 
transmitting  forty  copies  of  the  Army  Register, 
prepared  for  each  member  of  the  Senate,  eon- 
ibriDably  to  a  resolution  of  the  13th  of  December* 
1815. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re* 
ported  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regie* 
ter  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Marietta;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ma0oii,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petitioft 
of  James  Gkrey,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
27ih  regiment  of  infantry  daring  the  late  wat 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  a  donation  of  land 
or  some  other  provision,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
sions,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  ot 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Camfbbll  gave  notice  that  to-morroiH^  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 
lands  therein  described. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tho 
motion  of  ibe  third  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
diency  of  repealing  an  act  iooreasing  the  compea*? 
satioo  allowed  to  the  Sergeant  at-Armsand  D!oor- 
kcepers  of  Congress,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideratioo  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  laatant,  for  instructing  the  Com* 
mittee  oo  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  tho 
expediency  of  increaaing  the  pay  of  regimental 
and  battalion  paymasters,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GbLOfiBORuuoH  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  owtt* 
ers  of  ressels,  which  were  taken  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
district,  and  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  barbori 
opposite  to  Fort  McHenry,  which  effectively  ob* 
strucied  the  passage  of  the  British  fleet,  in  tbeit 
meditated  attack  upon  the  port  of  Baltimore,  ana 
praying  remuneration  for  losses  and  damages  sus^ 
tained  by  them  in  consequence  thereof,  as  siate^ 
in  the  meo^oiial. — Referred  to  the  Committee  o| 
Claims.  \  \ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiuee  of  Claims,  oa  the  peti) 
tion  of  Thomas  Riddle.    Whereupon  i 

RtBohed,  That  the  petitioner  have  Icsve  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  i 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considefitioD  of  tho 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Kidd ;  and^on  motion  by  Mr.  RoBBRT0,th# 
further  coosideration  thereof  was  pobtponed  utttif 
Thursday  next.  ^ 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  col^ 
lection  of  laws  respecting  the  public  lands  was 
read  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hAve  paa^ 
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m  bill  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Haslet  f*  in  which  bill  they  reaaest  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  The  bill  last  mentioned 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hardin,  the  appointment  of 
an  Assistant  Doorkeejser  was  further  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenU- 
tives  of  Ignace  Cbalmet  Delino,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HOME  DEPARTMENT,  dec 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
iraa  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  an  addi- 
tion £xecuti?e  Department,  and  to  the  office  of 
Attorney  General,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
newEzecutive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  to  establish  a  new  Executive  DepsTtment,  and 

for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  JZepre- 
§entativee  of  the  Vmied  States  of  America,  in  CoA" 
Bten  aeeembled.  That  there  shall  be  an  ExecntiTe 
i)epartinent,  to  be  denominated  the  Home  Depart- 
ment* and  there  shall  be  a  principal  officer  therein,  to 
be  called  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Rome  Depaitment,  who 
ahall  execute  and  perform  such  orders  and  duties  as 
shalJ  be  given  or  intrusted  to  htm  by  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  Ststes,  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  rdative  to  correspondence  and  communica- 
tion with  the  Governors  of  the  sereral  States,  vslative 
to  conrsspondence  and  communication  with  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  Ststes,  and  the  territorial  offices 
and  govanunents,  relative  to  the  Indian  nations,  and 
to  trade,  intercourse,  and  treaties  with  them,  relative 
to  the  General  Post  Offioe,  relative  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  public  concerns  thereof,  and  rela- 
tive to  the  Patent  Office. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be»in  the  said  Department,  an  inferior  officer,  who 
ahall  be  called  the  chief  clerk;  he  shall  be  sppointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department,  shall  be  em- 
ployed therein,  as  the  Secretary  mar  direct ;  and  when- 
ever the  office  of  Secretary  may  be  vacant,  the  diief 
derk  shall,  during  the  vacsncy,  have  the  charge  and 
custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers,  apperUining 

to  the  DepsTtment.  >    .«.       . 

8ac.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  mstead 
of  a  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State  there  ahall 
be  an  under  Seoetaiy  of  that  Department,  who  shaii 
be  appointed  by  the  Secretaiy  of  SUte,  shall  be  em- 
ployed as  the  SecreUry  of  State  may  direct,  and 
iriienever  the  oflios  of  Secretary  of  State  msy  be  va- 
cant, the  under  Secretary  shaU  have  the  chaige  and 
custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining 
to  that  Department;  and  the  under  Secretary  shaO 
receive  the  same  compensation  aa  is  now  allowed  to 
the  chief  clerk. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  under  the  superintend- 
•nce  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  survey 
of  the  coasU  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  made  un- 
der the  superintendence  and  direction  of  the  tJecretary 
•f  the  I*iavy. 


ATTORMBT  GENEBAL. 

Mr.  SARroRO,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
nassed  to  the  second  readiDg.  The  bill  is  as  fot« 
lows: 

A  Bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 

States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rapro' 
eentatioee  of  the  united  States  of  America^  in  Von' 
gross  assembled.  That  a  auitaUe  apartment,  in  some 
of  the  public  edifices  at  Waabington,  ahall  be  assigned 
to  the  AtUamey  General  of  the  United  Sutea;  thst 
until  such  an  apartment  can  be  provided,  the  rent  of 
the  place,  occupied  by  the  Attorney  General  for  h» 
office,  ahsiU  be  paid  by  tlie  United  States ;  and  that  the 
necessary  expense  of  fuel  and  stationery,  used  in  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  General,  ahall  be  paid  by  the 
United  Sutes. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Attor- 
ney General  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk  ia 
hia  office,  whose  annual  compensation  shall  not  ex- 
ceed ^-—  dollars. 

Sac.  3.  *And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Su- 
preme Conrt  shall  be  authorised  to  allow,  as  a  part  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  holding  that  court,  the 
neoessaiT  expense  of  printed  fftatements,  on  the  pert 
<^  the  united  States,  in  causes  before  that  court  in 
which  the  United  States  are  parties;  which  sums, 
when  allowed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  Statea. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Sarpord.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  report  from  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  diffiireot  Departments  reapectiog 
the  annuel  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts;  and  the  bill  was  read,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  bill  is  aa  fol- 
lows : 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  Public 

Accounts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  H^pre- 
sentaHves  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Von- 
gross  assembled.  That  the  offices  of  Accountant  and 
Additional  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War, 
the  office  of  Acconntant  of  the  Navy,  and  the  offies 
of  Superintendent  General  of  Militaiy  Suppliea,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  abolished. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  hereafter 
all  claims  and  demands  whatever^  by  the  United  States 
or  against  them»  and  all  accounts  whatever,  in  which 
the  United  States  are  concerned,  either  as  debtors  or 
as  creditors,  shall  be  aettled  and  adjusted  in  the  Tress- 
ury  Department. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  officers  in  the  Treasury  Depsrtment,  al- 
ready established  by  law,  there  shall  be  the  following 
officers,  namely,  four  auditors,  one  comptroller,  and  a 
solicitor  of  the  Treasary. 

Sac.  4.  ilfMf  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  the  first  auditor  to  examine  and  aettle  aU 
accounts  accruing  in  the  Treasury  Department;  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  second  auditor  to  examine  aad 
settle  all  aoooonts  relative  to  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  Army,  the  sabsistenoe  of  the  officers,  bounties, 
and  premiums,  and  the  contingent  axpenaea  of  the 
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^■T  Depw timnt;  it  aball  be  the  doty  of  the  tbird 
inditor  to  eiamine  end  settle  all  aceoonte  reletive  to 
he  sabeieteooe  of  the  AriDj»  Ihe  QoartermeetN's  de- 
mrtment,  tiie  Hoopltel  depertmentv  end  the,  Ordneaco 
lepertme&t ;  it  ehell  be  the  duty  «f  the  fourth  eadilor 
o  ei amine  and  aeCtle  all  acoounta  aocniing  in  the 
Hkwj  Department*  or  relative  thereto ;  and  it  aball  be 
be  duty  of  the  fifth  aoditor  to  eiamine  and  settle  all 
icooants  aecroing  in,  or  relative  to,  the  Department  of 
State,  and  the  Home  Department. 

8kc.  5.  And  be  it  further  maeied.  That  it  shall  be 
he  daty  of  the  first  comptroller  to  examine  and  re- 
rise  all  aoeoQots  settled  by  the  first  and  fifth  andttors ; 
ind  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  second  comptroller  to 
izamine  and  revise  all  aoeonnts  settled  by  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  auditors. 

8sc.  6.  And  be  iijuriker  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasoty  to  enperin- 
tend  the  recoveiv  of  all  debts  to  the  United  Statra,  to 
lirect  suits  and  legal  proceedings,  and  to  take  all 
luch  measnree  as  may  be  authoriaed  by  the  laws,  to 
oforce  prompt  peyment  of  all  debta  to  the  United 
SUtee. 

LIBRARY  OF  C0NQRE88. 

Mr.  FROMBNTiiffy  from  (he  Joint  Library  Com* 
nitiee,  made  a  report,  which  was  read,  as  uillows : 
Thai,  in  pursuance  of  the  duty  devolring  upon  them 
o  purchase  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  they 
lave  bought,  daring  the  leceee,  the  books,  a  catalogue 
»f  which,  with  the  pricee  and  the  namee  ojf  the  persons 
rom  whom  they  were  bought,  is  annexed. 

By  a  reference  to  the  accounts  rendered  by  Joseph 
hoarse.  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  acting  as  agent 
>(  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  which  are  annexed  to, 
tnd  the  committee  pray  may  be  considered  as  part  of, 
heir  report,  it  appears  that  since  the  last  account  ren- 
lered  there  was  paid  at  diflerent  times  by  order  of 
he  Joint  library  Committee  a  sum  of  93,074  09; 
saving  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  Library  Com* 
nittee,  subject  to  their  order,  an  unexpended  balance 
»f  $1,5S6  61.  The  committee  have  now  under  con- 
nderation  several  propoeals,  whidi,  when  finally  acted 
ipon,  shall  have  employed  the  whole  of  the  appiopria- 
ion  made  in  181S. 

The  committee  further  report  that  they  have  given 
lirectiona  for  the  following  periodical  (both  literary 
ind  political)  puUicationa  to  be  regularly  sent  to  the 
Ubruy,  me  soon  as  publiahed,  to  wit : 

The  Bdinbnrg  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  republished 
ui  New  York; 

The  British  Review,  the  Annual  Register,  the  Ana- 
btical  Review,  and  Cobbett'a  Political  Register,  pub- 
liihed  in  Great  Britain ; 

The  North  American  Review,  publiahed  in  Boston ; 

The  Portfolio,  the  Analectic  Magaxine,  and  Walsh's 
Americui  Register,  published  in  Philadelphia; 

The  Portico  and  the  Weekly  Regbter,  published  in 
Baltimore; 

The  Nitiottal  Register,  the  Daily  National  Intelli- 
gencer, and  the  Historical  Register,  publiahed  in  Wash- 
ington. 

All  the  above  periodical  worke  now  are  or  wUI  aoon 
be  oooipleted,  from  the  beginning  of  publication  to  the 
pNMOt  day. 

Of  not  exaotly  the  same  eharaetor,  but  yel  liable  to 
|be  itme  annoaJ  expense,  are  the  following  works, 
(if  it  be  desmed  advisable  to  complete  the  publicationa 
of  this  deicription,  which  are  bow  depoeited  in  Ihe 
^tvj,)  to  wit: 


The  Tranaactiona  of  the  American  PhiloeMihical 
Society,  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon- 
don, the  Tranaactiona  of  the  Irieh  Academy,  Bath 
Society's  papers.  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts» 
M^moiree  de  I' Academic  dee  Sciences,  M^rooiree  do 
rinstitut  de  France,  Delaplaine's  Repoeitoiy,  Cobbett's 
Bute  Trials,  and  Public  Characters. 

General  catalogues,  publisbed  every  year  in  Great 
Britain,  in  Le ipsic,  and  in  Paris ;  to  which  may  be 
added  works  of  merit,  to  be  subscribed  for  occasionally, 
and  which  will  require  a  disposable  fund  to  be  used 
on  the  emergencies  created  by  the  publication  of  such 
works,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe. 

In  order  the  better  to  promote  the  views  of  Congreas 
in  establishing  a  Congressional  Library,  and  the  more 
aecurely  to  provide  for,  as  far  as  attainable,  a  propor- 
tionately equal  application  of  the  Library  fund  to  the 
several  branches  of  human  knowledge,  and  thereby 
etamp  the  CongreesionsI  Library  with  that  degree  of 
usefulnees  contemplated  in  iti  eetabUshment,  the  com- 
mittee invite  the  chairmen  of  the  several  eommittaea 
of  both  Houeee  to  fnmish  the  Library  Committee  with 
a  liat  of  such  books  or  indexes  as  may  be  deemed  by 
them  more  particularly  to  refor  to  the  hnainess  devolv- 
ing upon  each  reepective  committee. 

The  committee  have,  moreover,  directed  to  be  placed 
in  the  Library  a  box,  where  may  be  deposited,  by  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  the  titles  of  such  books  aa 
they  niay  be  desirous  to  procure. 

The  collection  of  law  books  now  in  the  Library  ia 
as  valuable  and  as  complete  as  it  is  possible  to  have 
expected  it  to  be,, considering  the  time  at  which  the 
books  were  purchased ;  but  the  meny  late  publicationa 
which  have  appeared  since,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  and  the  indispensable  neceerity  of  laying 
open  all  possible  eonrees  of  the  most  extensive  inform- 
ation on  that  head,  have  induced  your  committee  to 
propoee  to  Congress  to  appropriate  a  sum  ef  ^,060 
for  the  completion  of  that  partaeular  department  of  the 
Library  of  Congreae. 

The  law  appropriating  $1,000  per  annum  for  Ilia 
purehaae  of  hooka  for  the  Library  of  Congress  has  ex- 
pired. The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  hill  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  of  $1,600  per  annum  for 
five  years. 

In  revising  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  concerning 
the  Library,  the  committee  observed  that  no  provision 
had  ever  been  made  to  extend  to  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments the  privilege  of  using  the  books  in  the  Congresa 
Library,  on  the  eame  terms  on  which  members  of 
Congress  are  permitted  to  use  them.  In  the  bill  mak- 
ing a  further  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  bookSp 
the  committee  have  inserted  a  section  to  remedr  that 
omission. 

Mr.  FftOMBNTiN  then  reported  a  bill,  mtlnng  a 
farther  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  Library  of  Congress,  and  for  other  porpoBea; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aeeoad 
reading. 

TuasDAY,  January  7. 
Mr.  HoBSBT  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Gilpin,  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  ref- 
lating the  weights  and  measures  of  the  United 
States,  representing  the  importance  thereof;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  re- 
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Wbdnebdat,  December  11. 

Mr.  Vabnum  coittmnnicated  the  instruetions  of 
the  Legisteture  of  the  Ooanoon wealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  their  Senators  in  Coosress,  to  use 
their  inflaence  to  effect  the  repeat  of  the  act, 
passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  last,  changing 
the  mode  and  increasing  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress;  wnich  were  read. 

Mr.  Vabivdm  withdrew  his  motion  for  referring 
to  a  select  committee  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  5tb  instant,  rela- 
tiye  to  the  act  to  aulhorize  the  payment  for  prop* 
erty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  military  aervioeof  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes* 

The  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Statea,  relatire  to  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fire  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Roberts,  Daoobtt,  Mason, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  Brown,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


TnuRsnAT,  December  12. 

Robert  H.  Goldsborouoh,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  arrived  on  the  lltb,  and  attended  this 
day. 

George  M.  Troup,  (who  arrired  on  the  11th 
instant,)  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  William  W.  Bibb, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  George  M.  Troup,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were  also  read,  and 
laid  on  file. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  James  Noble  and  Waller  Tatlor,  respect- 
ively, appointed  Senators  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Indiana;  their  credentials  having 
been  read  and  filed  on  the  2d  instant,  they  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Eesidvedy  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  atfd  as  the  Con- 
stitution requires. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordcndi  That  the  Secreury  put  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  and 
3 ;  each  or  the  said  Senators  shall  draw  out  one 
paper.  No.  1,  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  member 
to  be  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms 
of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817; 
No.  2,  in  the  class  whose  terms  will  expire  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1819;  and  No.  3,  in  the  class  whose 
terms  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1821. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  abovementioned  were, 
by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  box; 
when  Mr.  Noblb  drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly 
of  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service 


will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  3821 ;  aod  Mr. 
Taylor  drew  No.  2,  and  is  aeeordinglf  of  the 
dass  whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  oo  the  3d 
of  March,  1819. 


Frivat,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Williams,'^  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meotioned  was  read  and  paased  to 
the  second  reading. 

STANBINQ  C0MMITTES8. 

On  iBOtioa  of  Mr.  Basbour,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  thefollowing'Staud- 
ing  Committees,  agreeably  to  the  resoiutioD  of 
the  10th  instant.    And, 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Macon,  King,  Dana,  and  La- 
eocck,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relation  {t. 

Messrs.  Campbell,  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
Thompson,  King,  and  Troup,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Messrs.  Hunter,  Sanford,  Roberts,  and  Mason, 
of  New  Hampshire,  were  appointed  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Messrs.  Williams,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Troup, 
Condit,  and  Hardin,  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairv. 

Messrs.  Varnum,  Tiebenor,  Lacoek,  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams,  were  appointed  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Militia. 

Messrs.  Tait,  Howell,  Sanford,  FromeBtin,aiid 
Daffgett,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Aflnirs. 

Messrs.  Morrow,  Brown,  Taylor,  Noble,  and 
Gtoldsborough,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Wilson,  Ooldsboroo^h,  Tich- 
enor,  and  Mason,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Messrs.  Cbace,  Talbot,  Hunter,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  Wilson,  Ashmun,  Thompson,  Talbot, 
and  Cbace,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads:  And, 

Messrs.  Howell,  Varnum,  Condit,  Wells^  and 
Roberts,  were  appointed  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  ME88AGE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  4th  instant,  for  referring  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
select  committees,  which,  having  been  amended, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Reached,  That  to  modi  of  the  Message  of  Hie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  fonagn  affairs^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Bedolwd,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  maanfaeturea, 
and  to  navigation  and  commerce,  be  reinrred  to  thos 
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on  Fioanee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Amasa  Porter,  and  others,  grocers  in  the  city  of 
New  Haven,  and  its  Ticiniiy,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  coosideration  thereof. 

UNITED  8TATE8'  BRANCH  BANK. 

Mr.  CAMPflfiLti,  from  th^  Committee  on  Fi- 
mnoe,  to  whom  the8abj€ct  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  rerrafrittgf  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposifein  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bjllis  is  follows: 

A  Bill  requiring  th«  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  establish  an  office  of  disconnt  and  deposite 
In  (he  District  of  Cohimbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, required  to  establish  a  competent  office  of  disoottnt 
and  deposrtie  in  the  District  of  Colanibia,  pursoant  to 
the  provisions  df  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  paaied  the  10th  dsy  of  April,  18ie. 

Aecompanyiog  this  bill,  Mr.  Cahfbcll  handed 
In  the  following  document : 

TaiASVBT   DxPABTXXirT, 

December  29,  1816. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2dth.  instant,  re- 
]Uesting  me  to  furnish  information  as  to  the  ezpedi- 
sncy  of  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  establish,  in  the  Citj  of  Washington,  a 
competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite,  with  my  opin* 
ion  of  the  fiicilities  which  would  result  from  that  mea- 
lure  in  the  management  of  the  national  finances,  and 
he  adTantsi^es  which  might  accrue  from  it  to  the  pub* 
ic  Interest,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent diaofdered  state  of  the  currency,  the  establisbment 
jf  m  branch  hank  in  the  dty  could  not  fiul  to  be  h%hh 
aaefol  in  the  management  of  the  national  finances. 
During  thaeiiatenoe  Of  the  former  Bank  of  tha  United 
dtatca,  when  the  evib  of  a  findoating  and  depiaeiated 
currency  did  not  exist,  it  was  deemed  expedient  that  a 
iranch  bank  should  be  established  in  this  city,  for  the 
»nTenience  of  the  Treasuiy,  notwithstanding  there 
srere  several  incorporated  banks  within  the  District. 
Prom  the  best  information  which  I  have  been  able  ta 
collect,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  effect 
3f  a  branch  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia  will  be 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  advantageous  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  As  an  evidence  in 
favor  of  this  opinion  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  banks 
of  Alexandria  and  Washington,  both  chartered  and  un- 
chartered, have  applied  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  use  its  ittflaence  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  hate  a  branch  bank  established  within  the  District. 
In  a  national  point  of  view,  it  would  seem  to  be  proper 
that  the  Seat  of  the  Federal  Government  should  have 
the  immediate  benefit  of  as  hiatitation,  whieh  has  been 
created  with  an  express  view  of  aiding  the  exartiona  of 
the  Qovemment  to  lestora  the  dfcnlating  eorreni^  to 
the  spade  standard,  and,  in  foct,  of  giving  a  curraney 
to  the  nation,  which  sbaH  everywhere  be  of  equal  value 
with  gold  and  silver.  The  power  reserved  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  compelling  the  establidunent  of  a  compe- 
tent office  of  discount  and  deposite  within  the  District, 
it  is  prssumed,  wss  the  result  of  a  general  conviction 
^  the  propriety,  if  not  (he  necessity,  of  that  measure. 
I  have,  Ac.  WM.  H.  CRAWFOKD 

Hon.  C.  W.  CuKFBXU,  Cfhairtnan* 


WsDNEBDAY,  January  8. 

Mr.  Moasow  preaented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  repre>eoting  that 
many  porsons  have  settled  upoa  the  lands  lately 
ceded  by  the  different  nations  of  lodians  to  the 
United  States,  and  pmying  that  they  may  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  until  those  landssball  be  ofiE«re4 
for  sale,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which* 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  GommitieeoaJPob- 
lio  Lands,  to  cooaidef  aad  report  ibereon^hy  bill> 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  eoDslderaiion^  of  the 
motion  of  tbo7ih  rnataaVfor  Misinteiing  rhe  0«»tt- 
mittee  on  Finaoee  to  iaqutr^  into  the  expedienoy 
of  reqnirfttg  the  attorneys  employed  in  tfaecollt»e- 
tioA  of  moneys  doe  fo  the  United  States  to  i^ive 
hood  and  security;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  covsidehitioo  of  the' 
motion  of  ihe  7ih  .instant,  which,  having  been' 
amended,  waa  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Re§olped^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  fay 
before  the  Senate  any  information,  in  the  posses^ 
sion  of  the  Department,  respecting  any  surveys 
and  examinatiorts  which  may  have  been  had  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  referehce  to  the 
selection  of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  the  l^resi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
(Government  of  the  United  States  for  ttie  services 
of  the  militia,  during  the  late  war;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
a  nomberoftbeinhabiiantsof  Washington  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  change 
of  a  part  of  the  route  of  the  western  turnpike  road, 
made  a  report,  together  with  the  following  re^ 
olution : 

Beeohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  respecting  the  heirs  and  legatees  ot 
Thomas  Turner,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  the  question,  *'  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  V*  it  was  deter** 
mined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discouot 
and  deporite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ftepreseotativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^Ao  act  directing  the  discharge  of 
Oliver  Spellman  frond  imprisonment:"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DAOOfiTT,  from  the  committee  to  whoiik 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Law  and  others  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
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tain  ffroundf  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Cay  of  Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  aatborisiDg  the  sale  of  certain  groonds  belong* 
ing  to  the  United  SUtes,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  4««,  Thst  the  Commissioner  lor  die 
snperintendenee  of  the  Pnblie  Buildings  in  the  City  of 
Wsahington  be,  and  he  henA>y  is»  suthoriied  to  ley  off 
into  building  lots,  all  those  feserrstions  of  ground 
numbered  ten,  eleven,  and  tweWe,  on  the  nortli  side  of 
the  Pennsy  Wania  Avenue,  and  all  that  pari  of  the  lee* 
ervatien  of  ground  numbered  seventeen,  on  the  west 
aide  of  the  New  Jersey  Avenue,  and,  under  the  dirso- 
lion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  sell  any 
number  of  such  lots,  not  exceeding  one-half  of  the 
whole  number,  and  the  avails  thereof  to  pay  into  the 
TVsasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  such  sales  the 
Commissioner  Is  hereby  directed  to  reserve  to  the 
United  States  every  other  lot,  except,  in  particular 
cases,  it  msy  be  expedient  to  sell  two  or  more  conti- 
guous lots. 

The  Frbbidbnt  commanicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  compreheoding  the 
statements  relative  to  the  internal  duties  and  di- 
rect tax,  required  by  the  ibirty-third  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  22d  July  1813 ;  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  .salaries  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  of  the  land  office  at  Marietta ;  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  CAMPBB1.L  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennea- 
see  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  described ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  Library  of  Consress,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Frbbidbnt 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Tbubbdat,  January  9. 

The  Fbebidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
Jonathan  Jennings^  President  of  the  late  Conven- 
tion of  Indiana,  with  a  copy  of  the  constitution 
as  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, which  were  read. 

Mr.  Robbstb  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Jones  and  othera,  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  cer- 
tain specific  duties  may  be  laid  on  the  importation 
of  umbrellas  and  parasoU^for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Huntbb,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  andtonnage,^' 


reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Dagobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Blisba 
Tracy,  of  Nor  wicn,  Connecticut,  re  preaeotiog  thai 
during  the  late  war  be  held  the  office  of  a  pa^ 
chmsing  commissary ;  that  in  consequenee  oi  the 
failure  in  the  Government  in  remitting  him  roadi 
he  sustained  a  great  loss;  and  praying  relief  ^ 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  rend,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claima,  to  coaaider  aad 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  TiGBBNOB,  from  the  commiliee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  directia{ 
the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  Taft  from  tmprisoa- 
ment,"  reported  it  without  amend oseat,  and  ibe 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  CVaimi^ 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiag. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  also  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
William  Edwards;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  HoRBBY  presented  the  memorial  of  ibc 
president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  aad 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  prajriog  the  aid  of 
Congress  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  wu 
read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Uobsby,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaUt 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  a  aumtie 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  eonniy,  in  tbt 
State  of  Penaaylvaniaf  praying  a  change  in  pat 
of  the  roote  of  the  Western  Turnpike  road. 

Whereupon,  iKasolneil,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioaera  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Kidd ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  consideration  thereof  wts 
further  posiponea  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  oa 
motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
further  conaideration  thereof  waa  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  billentitled  ^Anact  directing  the  dischnrge 
of  Oliver  Spellmaa  from  imprisonment,"  wss 
read  the  aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed,  by  the  resoloiion 
of  the  85th  instant,  ^  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  aathoriziog  by  law  an  exchange  of  terri- 
tory with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes,"  made  a  report, 
toMther  with  the  following  resototion : 

Buohed^  Thst  an  appropriation  be  made^  hj  law, 
to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  nego- 
tiate treaties  with  the  Indian  Uibss;  which  tiaatiea 
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ball  h^rtf  fbr  their  objeet,  in  exthaage  of  terriloij 
iwned  bj  anj  tribe  retidipf  eeft  of  tbe  Mieriiiippi,  for 
•tber  lande  weet  of  that  river. 


The  report  and  resolatton  were  rend. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tenoesseeto 
ssue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries, 
nd  locations  of  land  therein  described,  was  read 
be  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
»n  the  Public  Landsjtoconsiderand  reportthereoo. 

The  bill  requiring;  the  Directors  ofthe  Bank  of 
he  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
md  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbiaj  was  read 
I  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  tbe 
sarchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 
ind  fur  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  the 
)lank  filled  with  ''one  thousand  fife  hundred," 
tod  passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  register 
nd  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office 
i  Marietta,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Thompson,  it  was  agreed 

0  reconsider  the  vote  on  passing  to  a  third  read- 
ng  the  bill  respecting  the  heirs  and  legatees  of 
Tuurnas  Turner,  deceased;  and,  on  his  motion,  it 
(ras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
viih  instructions  to  inquire  into  tbe  extent  of 
he  services  rendered  by  the  said  Turner,  and 
ompare  the  services  and  compensation  of  the 
aid  Turner,  with  the  services  and  compensation 
f  the  other  accountants;  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
aformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

1  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
ilalcolm,"  in  which  they  request  tbe  concurrence 
»f  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
he  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  Frederick 
eokins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in  behalf  of  tbe 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  late  private 
irmed  brig  General  Armstrong,  praying  remuner- 
ation for  the  destruction  of  said  brig  in  tbe  port 
>f  Fdyal,  by  the  enemy ;  as  slated  in  the  memo- 
iai,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Naval  Affiiirs,  to  consider  and  report 
hereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

FfiiDAT,  January  10. 

William  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
^gislatore  of  the  State  of  Soaih  Carolioa,  to  fliil 
^he  vacancy  occaaiooed  by  the  reaigBalioa  of 
John  Taylor,  produced  bis  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, aod  he  took  hia  seat  in  ihe  Senate* 

The  PutaiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  obedience  to  tbe  reaoiatioo  of  the  Senate 
of  the  19th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  adminiatration 
of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  diaabied  sea- 
neo ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  RocBRTS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
f^presentatives  of  the  religious  aoetety  of  Friends, 
10  PeDQsylvania,  New  Jersev,  and  Delaware,  and 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  praying  a  revis- 
toa  aad  amendment  of  the  laws  of  Congresa  for 


the  purpose  of  more  efiectuall^  suppressing  the 
kidnapping  and  internal  traffic  m  the  persons  of 
color,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States  as  relates  to  the  slave  trada, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  others 
wise. 

Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in* 
habitants  of  the  province  of  Texas,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  the  Uommittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Sanpokd  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
W.  Page,  ein'zen  of  Sooth  Carolina,  praying  re- 
muneration  for  informing  nnd  procuring  evidence 
of  the  violation  of  the  embargo  law,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  anti  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Air.  RoBBBTn,  from  the  Committee  of  Ciaimt, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  William  Haslet/'  reported  it 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Babboub  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate  he  should  ask  leave  to 
brtnff  in  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumboll,  in 
the  line  of  bis  profession,  to  paint  some  ofthe 
most  important  events  or  the  Revolution,  to  be 
placed  in  the  CanitoL 

Mr.  NoBLB  suomltted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Raobfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  allowing 
eonipensation  to  Peter  Winehel,  Thomas  Bell,  and 
John  Harman,  who  were  mounted  rangen  in  the  com- 
pany eommanded  by  Captain  Fredeiiek  Sholts,  in  tho 
aervioe  ofthe  United  Stales,  ftr  property  eaptursd  bv 
Indiana  in  the  year  1816,  with  loave  to  report  by  UU 
orotfaemiae* 

Mr.  Williams  anbmitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

■ffesoifcerf,  That  a  eonunittee  be  appointed  to  inqnira 
into  the  expediency  of  pnrehaaing  copies  of  the  late 
edition  ofthe  ants  of  Congrais,  and  of  famishing  one 
copy  for  the  use  of  each  eonn^  in  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  er 
otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Edwards  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Malcolm,"  was  read  the  setood  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Finance,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  on 
the  sobject  of  an  eichange  of  territory  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sopplemenUry  to 
'An  act  to  regnlate  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  net  directing  the  dis* 
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Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel SprifTflTi  prayiBg  a  patent  may  itstie  to  him  for 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  Stateof  Ohio.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  Committee  of 
Claima,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Luther  Bingham,"  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  there* 
of;  and  the  petition  of  Luther  Biogham,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Rugglbb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

J^ohtdf  That  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands  ba 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienqr  of  increasiog 
the  smlaries  of  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  and  the 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  in  the  district  of  Marietta, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  for  perpetuating  cer- 
tain land-marks,  which  having  been  amended, 
waa  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

EewlveAy  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  hy  law  for  authorizing 
those  wno  hold  titles,  derived  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  or  Kentucky,  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  or  Kentucky 
to  which  the  Indian  claim  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
tinguished, to  have  the  boundaries,  or  other  land 
marks,  of  their  claims  ascertained  and  re-marked, 
or  otherwise  identified ;  in  order  that  the  evi- 
dence to  support  the  same  may  be  per|ietuated. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Riddle;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RoBEBTS,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landoo 
Carter  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time* 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Enohed^  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
tnd  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dieacT  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  the  town  of 
Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  Brookville,  in 
Franklin  county.  State  of  Indiana;  fiom  theoca  up 
the  west  fork  of  White  water,  by  CoBnenville ;  fiom 
thence  to  Waterioo ;  fiom  thence  to  Selisbuiy,  by  the 
way  of  Centersville^  in  the  county  of  Wayne ;  fiom 
thence  to  Dunlap*s  Mill,  on  the  east  fork  of  White 
water;  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Fairfield,  by  the 
way  of  the  town  of  Bath ;  fiom  thence  to  the  aforesaid 
town  of  Brookville. 

Mr.  GoLOBBORouGH  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Ridgeiy,  of  Gkorgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  praying  that  certain  bonds,  given 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non-importatin 
law,  may  be  cancelled  and  restored  to  him ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  end  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned 
until  to-morrow. 


Tburbdat,  December  26. 

Mr.  Wti«aoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Beiohfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  BUies 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  such  info^ 
mation  as  he  may  possess  concerning  the  progras 
made  in  surveying  the  several  tracts  of  military  bountjr 
lands,  and  the  probable  time  at  which  said  survey  will 
be  completed. 

Mr.  Tait  anbmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Metohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lends  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aotboii- 
ling,  by  law,  the  exchange  of  temtoiy  with  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  teats 
to  report  by  bUi  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  24th 
instant,  for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  io<)uire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  in  the  district  of  Marietta  ;  aod 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24(h  instant,  for  instrueiinir  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
certain  post  route ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landoo 
Carter  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Friday,  December  27. 

The  following  Mes^ge  was  received  from  the 
Prbbidbnt  op  tbb  Unitbd  Statbb: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hauee  of 

JUpreaentaHveB  of  the  VnUed  Statet  .• 

It  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  have  not  the  efi- 
eacy  necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  nation  at  peace,  towards 
belligerent  partiea,  and  other  unlawful  acts  on  the 
high  seas,  by  armed  vessels  equipped  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  SUCes. 

With  a  view  to  maintain  more  effectually  the  re- 
spect dne  to  the  laws,  to  the  character,  and  to  tb« 
neutral  and  pacific  relations  of  the  United  States,  I 
recommend  to  the  oonsideration  of  Congress  the  expe- 
diency of  such  ftirther  legtsfative  provisions  as  may  be 
requisite  for  detaining  vessels  actually  eqaipped,  or  in 
a  oouree  of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force,  withto 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Statea ;  or,  as  the  cass 
may  be,  for  obtaining  fiom  the  owners  or  commaadeis 
of  such  vessels,  adequate  secoritiea  against  tke  aboss 
of  their  armamenta,  with  the  exoeptions,  in  each  pro- 
visions, proper  for  the  cases  of  merchant  vessels  fur^ 
niahed  with  the  defensive  armaments  usual  on  distsot 
and  dangerous  expeditions;  and  of  a  private  com- 
merce in  military  stores  permitted  by  our  law,  and 
which  the  law  of  nations  does  nut  require  the  United 
States  to  prohibit. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DicxKBXB  26,  1816. 

The  Mesaaffe  waa  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Robbrtb,  reierred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Robbrtb  presented  the  petition  of  Jamefl 
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secood  feedOD*  of  the  Ul— the  irst  tltowing  the 
Attorney  General  an  ajpftrtmeot  in  the  piibitc 
bttildings,  (or  offiee  rent  m  lieu  thereof,)  and  ex- 
penses of  nroy  4bc.;  the  aeoond  allowing  him  a 
elerk. 

Mr.  Masok,  of  New  Hampshire,  aupported  the 
motion  by  a  few  reoHirka ;  in  the  coarse  of  which 
he  cQodeciMied  both  these  nrovisions  as  unneces- 
sary, and  as  goioi^  indirecuy  to  inefease  Ihesate^ 
of  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  BARBOim  required  a  dirisioa  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  separately  on  each  section. 
He  was  in  ftvor  of  the  first  scetioa,  bat  opposed 
to  the  second,  becaose,  he  said,  he  was  yet  to  learn 
the  neoessiiy  of  «  elerk  to  the  Attorney  General. 
In  fairor  of  the  first  section,  lie  said,  ^efteraliy, 
that  the  Psesideat  had  advised  it,  considering  it 
important  lo  the  eanvenieiMe  of  the  Cbvernmeot, 
as  Mr.  B.  did,,  that  the  Jaw  officer  of  the  Vailed 
States,  to  whom  reourraaee  was  had  is  All  oases 
of  diftcolty,  should  net  he  wiihont  aay  sort  of 
apartmeDttorhisftceoauBodatioo*    Thatofikor's 
bemg  coBSlraioed  to  tesori  lohls  own  meaas  for 
office  room,  was  an  exception  to  the  priodple 
which  prevailed  in  regard  to  erery  other  impor- 
tant officer  of  the  United  States.    As  regarded 
the  convenieBce  of  clttsens,  also,  Mr.  B.  eon- 
ceircd  it  important  that  this  officer  should  be 
fHiced  near  the  other  departments,  to  whom,  also, 
such  vicinity  would  be  very  useful.    As  a  matter 
of  justice,  also,  he  favored  this  measure,  since  the 
salary  of  the  Attorney  General  bore  bo  proportion 
to  that  of  other  offioers  of  the  Government,  and 
he  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  ex* 
peoses  oi  his  office  oat  of  his  moderate  compeasa- 
tioo.    Mr.  B.  did  not  give  much  weight  to  the 
argument  that  the  Attorney  General  <»  llie  Uni- 
ted States  could  pursue  his  private  practice^  and 
at  the  same  time  discharge  with  fidelity  his  public 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  residence  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  &c.    So  far  from  eon* 
siderinsr  his  compensation  too  great,  he  would,  if 
it  should  aepear  necessary,  increase  the  compen- 
satioQ  of  this  officer,  whidi  was  small  r^athrely 
to  the  aahiries  of  ether  offieeis  Of  the  €h)vemment. 
Messrs.  Macom  and  Mmkui,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, spoke,  the  latter  more  at  Isrse,  in  favor  of 
cipuoging  the  two  first  sections  of  the  hill ;  and 
Messrs.  Dagobtt,  SANroHO,and  Tnour,  a^inst  it. 
The  atgooients  in  favor  of  striking  them  out 
wer«, generally,  these :  that  the  cffite  of  Attet iey 
General,  with  the  proposed  addition  to  it  of  an 
offiee  and  a  clerk,  becomes  at  oncethe  department 
of  kw,  never  intended  certainly  when  this -office 
was  established,  and  this  change  wiU  be  the  sure 
foundation  of  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  aiuehed 
to  the  office;  that  the  salary  of  the  office  had  aU 
ready  grown  op  from  $1,500  to  $3,000;  that, 
whatever  was  the  practice,  it  could  neve^  have 
been  intended  that  the  Attorney  General  should 
be  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  aov  more  than  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and  some  other  offi- 
cers; that  the  Attorney  (General  was  now  better 
paid,  in  proportion  to  his  duties,  than  any  other 
officer  of  the  Government;  since,  from  the  first 
tttabUshment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Attor- 


ney Generals,  one  year  with  another,  had  not  ar- 
gued more  than  two  cases  each  term  of  it  for  the 
United  States  $  that  it  was  contemplated  always 
that  the  Attorney  General  should  pursue  his  pri- 
vate p^aotioe ;  that  he  ought  to  do  so,  since  con- 
stant praeiiee  was  known  to  he  essential  to  make 
«  good  :1a wyer;  that  the  predecessor  of  Che  ptcs- 
ent  Attorney  General  pursued  to  great  advantage 
his  private  practice;  that,  in  Great  Qritain,  the 
Attorney  General  is  generally  the  most  extensive 
praotitioner,  although,  by  the  terms  of  his  ofiee, 
at  the  same  time  a  cabinet  connsellor;  that,  there- 
fore, no  increase  of  compensation  (as  this  propo- 
sition was  deemed  essentially  to  be)  was  neces- 
sary; and  because,  if  the  compensation  of  the 
Attorney  Qeneml  was  increased, an. augmeniation 
of  the  aalarieB  of  aft  the  other  officers  of  Govem- 
meat  would  follow  of  course. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  that  the  Al- 
lomey  Geoeigi  was  an  officer  of  great  importaoee, 
to  whom  was  confided  the  management  of  the 
law  eoneems  of  the  Unifted  States ;  who  ^»m  con- 
tinually (almost  daily)  appealed  to  for  bis  legal 
advice  by  mie  department  or  other;  and  who  was, 
besides,  by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  a 
Cabinet  connaellor ;  that  Im  ought,  therefore,  to 
hare  the  same  accommodation  as  other  offioers  of 
the  Government,  of  an  office  and  a  clerk— of  a 
clerk,  becanse  it  was  impormat  to  retain  copies  of 
opinbns  of  letters,  and  of  correspondence  with 
district  attorneys,  which  by  former  Attorney  Gen- 
erals had  never  been  done,  no  paper  of  any  de- 
scription having  been  handed  from  any  one  of 
thtm  to  his  successor ;  that  the  private  practice 
of  the  law,  with  the  present  duties  of  the  offieci 
which  occupied  all  the  time  of  the.  incumbent, 
must  be  inconsiderable,  indeed,  if  .not  incoinoaii- 
ble ;  that  it  was  unjust  to  ask  from  aa  tttoer, 
whoso mlary  was  perhaps  iaadcLquute. to  his  sop- 
port,  that  be  should  sohiiact  tharafiom  theaoKHint 
of  his  official  expenses. 

The  qnestion  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
(respecting  office  rent)  was  deoidad  in  the  nega- 
tive—ayes 11. 

The  question  on  striking  o«i  thaceeoad  seotien 
(allowing  a  derk)  was  carried  by  a  rote  of  Ificio 
18— matority:4. 

The  Ml,  aa  amended,  was  ordered  to  he  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  Sennie  nd^oumed  to  Monday. 


Monday..  January  13. 

The  credentials  f>f  Wii«kuii  Sactfru,  appoloted 
a  Senator  hj  the  Legialatnfe  of  the  Smte  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  ^ix  years,  eom- 
menciog  on  the  faurth  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
comprehending  contracts  made  by  that  Depart- 
ment in  the  year  '1816,  and  those  made  by  the 
purchasing  and*  ordnance  departments  for  the 
same  period,  in  cookplianee  with  '*an  act  con- 
cerning public  contracts,"  passed  April  ^^Ist,  1008, 
and  the  report  was  read. 
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was  determioed  ia  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motidd  of  the  30th  instant,  to  proceed  on  Thurs- 
day neit  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper; and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motioii 
for  consideration : 

ReBoivedj  That  the  Cominittoe  of  Commeiott  and 
Mannfactares  be  inttraeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe« 
diencj  of  eetabliahing*  bj  law,  uniform  rates  of  dam* 
agee  and  interest,  in  casee  of  protests  of  foreign  bills 
of  exchange. 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  foUowiBg  motion  for 
consideration : 

JUtoioed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablie  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inqoure  into  the  ezpedieoey  of  providing^ 
hy  law,  for  the  diYiston  of  a  certain  proportton  of  the 
qnarter  ssctions  of  the  public  lands. 

MARITIMS  PlffiClirCTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 

Sana's  motion  to  instruct  (he  Oominitiee  of 
oreign  Relations  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
makinff  provision,  by  law,  for  declaring  the  ex- 
tent of  the  maritime  precincts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  safeguard  of  friendly  vessels, 
which  may  be  within  the  same. 

Mr.  Dana  oflfWred  a  few  remarks  on  the  neces- 
sity of  instituting  the  inquiry  he  proposed.  One 
oTtlie  first  and  most  interesting  process roiis' which 
ever  took  place  in  this  country,  he  said,  occurred 
af  Itew  York,  on  the  d«aih  of  an  Amerleen  citi- 
zen', kllfed  by  a  British  vessel  within  the  #aters 
of  the  United  States — he  alluded  to  the  case  of 
Pierce,  who  was  shot  within  a  mile,  even  in  sight, 
of  the  shore ;  yet,  on  that  occasion,  the  question 
arosie  whether  the  act  was  committed  within  the 
jtirisdietion  of  the  United  States,  and  was  tried 
Mfore  a  British  naval  court.  From  that  time  to 
this  no  effectual  attempt  had  been  made  to  atiopt 
itaeasures  of  protection,  or  to  prevent  the  recur- 
]*ence  of  such  outrages — he  meant  no  legislative 
attempt,  where  alone  it  was  proper.  He  did  nor 
allude  to  negotiations,  or  any  Executive  meas- 
ures; nor  did  he  conceive  it  the  business  of  the 
Executive,  under  our  Constitution,  to  meddle 
with  the  subject;  our  Executive  could  not,  like 
the  King  of  England,  make  any  regulations  re- 
gtirding  our  jurisdiction.  Mr.  D.  8ai<t,  in  Eng- 
land, they  did  not  confine  their  jo^i^dietion  to 
one  'league  from  shore;  nor  did  they  limit  it  by 
hiw;  they  tnieasured  their  jurisdiction  by  therr 
cannon — by  cannon  afloat ;  and  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ago  the  English  bad  laken  the  proper  steps 
to  protect  their  honor  from  insult.  Mr.  D.  called 
the  recollection  of  the  Senate  to  a  correspondence 
on  this  subject,  under  the  Administration  of  Gen- 
eral Wasbinqton,  which  raisht  readily  be  re- 
ferred to,  when  it  was  decided  that  it  was  not 
prudent  to  claim  jurisdiction  beyond  one  league 
from  land.  It  was,  Mr.  D.  thought,  consistent 
lN>w  with  our  character,  and  the  situation  of  our 
cdtintry,  that  our  jurisdiction  should  not  be  cou'- 
ftded  to  a  marine  league.  Very  often,  when  our 
were  coasting  and  paaaitig  the  headlands^ 


they  were  more  than  a  league  from  shore,  yet 
would  any  one  consider  them  beyond  the  pale  of 
our  protection?  No,  he  said,  thev  were  still 
withm  the  limits  of  our  court-yard,  though  it 
might  not  be  enclosed,  and  it  was  our  business  to 
prevent  any  disturbance  there.  The  proper  peace- 
officers  of  that  yard  were  the  officers  of  our  navy, 
who  were  able  and  wilting  to  preserve  peace  there. 
I   The  resolution  Was  then  agreed  to  nem.  can. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday. 


Tat^RBDAT,  January  2,  ISlt. 

Ai'BZANDBR  CoNTBB  Hanson, appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resign 
nation  of  Robert  Q.  Harper,  produced  his  credent 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  he  look  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  Pbisioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  S7th  ultimo, 
containiog  the  information  required,  concerning 
the  progress  made  in  surveying  military  bounty 
lands,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  SAKFOBD,on  Tuesday,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by 
law,  uniform  rates  of  damages  and  interest  in 
cases  of  protests  of  foreign  bills  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Sanporo  submitted  a  few  remarks  to  show 
the  coropetencv  of  the  Government  to  reeuiate 
the  amount  of  protests  in  the  cases  specified  in 
the  resolution,  and  the  necessity  of  providing 
some  uniform  rule  on  a  subject  which  varied 
DOW  so  much  in  the  different  conria  of  the  Union; 
after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed*  to  withooi 
objection. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiou  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ultimo,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  division  of  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  quarter  sections  of  the 
putitic  lands;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Bdr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Clttios, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Ignace  Chalmet  Deli  no,  deceased; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
readings 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  wiihia 
the  Stale  of  Indiana,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Baolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflhin 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cutfaor- 
iting,  by  law,  the  appointment  of  additional  ageou  in 
such  Btates  or  Territories,  where  it  may  be  found  ne- 
ceaaavy,  for  the  mors  eouveaient  peyuient  of  such 
persDus  ss  now  srs,or  may  hereafter  be  placed  on  the 
penaion  lis!  of  the  United  SCirteB. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
eummittee,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Kidd,  and  on 


4& 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


46 


JanhabTi  1817. 


ProeeedingM^ 


Sbiiatb. 


motion  bjr  Mr.  Daoqbtt,  the  comideiBtion  thereof 
was  potttpooed  uotil  to-merrow. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper, on  motion  by  Mr.  Caiipbbi«i^  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Mondajr 
aexL 


Friday,  Jaaoary  3. 

Mt.  ^joanm  eommoaieated  the  reaoltttiont  of 
the  LcgislattirB  of  the  GorBinon wealth  of  Maam* 
chosetta,  for  tlit  appointment  of  ageots  to  praseat 
the  elaina  of  that  ComiaonweaTth  agalosc  the 
United  States  for  allowance,  with  instructions  to 
their  Senators  to  afford  the  said  agents  all  the 
aid  in  their  power  for  the  aceomplishment  of 
the  object  of  their  appointment,  and  endeavor  to 
procure  all  necessary  prorision  for  that  purpose 
to  be  made  by  law ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Varnum  submitted  the  fuHowing  ipotlon 
for  coosideraiion : 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  FiDanee  be  ia- 
slracted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  lepealing  an 
•ct  entitled  **  An  act  increaeiBg  the  ceoifeseatioD  al- 
Jetred  the  Seigeaat-atfArnis  of  the  Itenale  and  Hooaa 
ef  ReptcMatattves»  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  AeMst* 
tnt  Dooifceeper  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Repra- 
seotaiivee/'  apptoted  Mvch  8»  1S16,  witk  leave  to 
mpoii  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosidenitioo  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  additional  agents,  for  the  payment  of  persons 
placed  oa  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  petitioa  of 
Robert  Kidd ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Ma  son,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  there* 
of  was  pustpoaed  uniil  Monday  oejti|  and  the 
petition,  and  accompaaying  documents,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed  (or  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  exeatttion  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  within  the  Sute 
of  Indiana,  wao  read  the  seeond  time ;  aiid,  oa 
motion  by  Mr.  Gbaob,  the  further  eonsideistion 
thereof  WBs  postponed  until  next  MoBfdfty  week. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ef  the  legal  repiesenta- 
tives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Deliao,  deceased,  was 
reed  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  ordered  to  be  engroesed 
and  rend  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Laouck  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  cooHideraiioo : 

lUaoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflkirs 
be  iosiructcd  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  iucraas- 
ing  the  pay  of  regimental  and  battalion  paymaster^ 
and  giving  them  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the  Pub* 
yic  Lands,  to  wbooa  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  aiilhorize  a  new  edition  of  the 
eoUecitott  of  laws  respeeiing  the  public  laoda, 
Md  the  bill  was  read,  aad  paaeed  to  tbo  atcond 
readtag. 


Mom  DAT,  January  6. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
transmitting  forty  copies  of  the  Army  Register, 
prepared  for  each  member  of  the  Senate,  coit- 
formably  to  a  resolution  of  the  13th  of  Decembar, 
1815. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re« 
ported  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regie* 
ter  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Marietta;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petitioft 
of  James  Qarey,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
27(h  regiment  of  infantry  during  the  late  war 
with  Gkeat  Britain,  praying  a  donation  of  laiul 
or  some  other  provision,  for  reasons  staled  in  tha 
petition.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
sions,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  ok 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Campbbll.  gave  notice  that  to*morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Sute  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 
lands  therein  described. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  third  instant,  for  iostruetiog  the 
Committee  oi'  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe« 
diency  of  repealing  an  act  increasing  the  compea- 
satioA  allowed  to  the  Sergeant  at-Armsand  Door- 
keepers of  Congress,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  iastant,  for  instructing  the  Ceaa* 
minee  on  Military  AflDiirs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  regimental 
and  battalion  paymasters,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORuuoH  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  own- 
ers of  vessels,  which  were  taken  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
district,  and  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
opposite  to  Fort  McHenry,  which  effectively  ob« 
structed  the  passage  of  the  British  fleer,  in  their 
meditated  attack  upon  the  port  of  Baltimore,  aiia 
praying  remuneration  for  losses  and  damages  sus^ 
tained  by  them  in  consequence  thereof,  as  8late4[ 
in  the  meo^ocial. — Referred  to  the  Committee  o| 
Claims.  ', 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claioas,  on  the  peti; 
tion  of  Thomas  Riddle.    Wbereupoo  i 

Begolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  i 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtion  of  tho 
report  of  the  select  committee,  oa  the  petitioa  of 
Robert  Kidd;  and. on  motion  by  Mr.  RoBBBTS,tbe 
further  consideration  thereof  was  pobtponed  uotlf 
Thursday  next.  ^ 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  coi*^ 
lection  of  laws  respectioff  the  public  lands  was 
read  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  i  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time.  '  ^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas^CMJl 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  David  Chambers.    Whereupon, 

JRe^folvedy  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  anddocumeiits. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  act 
'authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  pass- 
ed the  9th  of  April,  1816/'  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Co  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  Grarey,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof^  and  the  peti- 
tioner bad  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition  and 
documents. 


Wbonbsdat,  January  15. 

The  Pbbbident  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  IVar, 
exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  several  offices  attached  to  that  Department, 
and  the  sums  given  to  each  for  the  year  1816; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition  of  Jedediah 
Smith,  of  Rozbury,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and 
State  of  Vermont,  prayinff  a  pension,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  coBFider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing,  by  law,  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional agents  in  such  States  or  Territories,  where 
it  may  be  found  necessary,  for  the  more  conve- 
nient payment  of  such  persons  as  now  are,  or 
may  hereafter  be  placed,  un  the  pension  list. 

Mr.  Laoock  offered  several  considerations,  from 
inconveniences  suffered  by  pensioners  in  difft*r- 
ent  parts  of  the  United  States,  particularly  the 
Western  country,  from  the  want  of  additional 
agents,  dbc^  to  show  the  necessity  of  increasing 
the  number  of  those  ageniSj  and  concluded,  6y 
moving  that  the  report  be  reversed,  so  as  to  de- 
clare it  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of  agents 
for  paying  pensions. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SANroBD, 
Macon,  and  Tboup,  to  show  that  the  inconveni- 
ences statpd  ought  to  be  removed  by  other  meas- 
ttre#  than  an  increase  of  the  agents,  and  a  few  oh- 
aervations  explanatory  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  measure  by  Mr.  Haboin— 

The  report  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbts,. 
postponed  to  Monday. 

Tne  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  dur- 
ing the  year  1817,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
czeeuie  a  painting  eommemorattva  of  the  Decla- 


ration of  Independence,  was  read  the  second  time; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Goldbbobouob,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  confer 
with  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  two  additions!  scenes  from  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  to  be  the  subjects  of  paintings, 
which,  together  with  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, when  completed,  are  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Babboub,  Goldbborouoh,  and  Kiica, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  praying  to  be  employed  to  erect  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  warming  the  Capitol, 
now  undergoing  repairs,  upon  his  improved  plan, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  oi 
otherwise. 

The  report  of  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  an  inquiry  into  the  subject^  declaring 
it  inexpedient  to  increase  the  pay  or,  and  give 
rank  to  battalion  and  regimental  paymasters,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Lacock,  the  mover  of  the  inquiry,  opposed 
the  report,  and  advocated,  at  some  length,  the 
justice  of  increasing  the  pay  of  regimental  pay- 
masters, whose  duties  and  labor  have  been  much 
increased  by  the  late  arrangements  of  the  doar- 
termaster's  department,  whose  duties  have  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  transferred  to  the  paymasters; 
and  who  are  also  deprived  of  any  rank  in  the 
army. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa  defended  the  report,  and  sub- 
mitted facts  to  show  that  the  paymasters  were 
much  better  paid  now  than  formerly,  and  mueh 
better,  indeed,  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 

The  report  was  then  concurred  in  by  a  Urge 
majority. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States,  ia 
the  Ciiy  of  Washington,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and,  after  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dao- 
GBTT,  by  unanimous  consent,  sons  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  defray  expenses  for , 
public  improvements  hereafter  .incurred,  the  bill ; 
passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House.  ' 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  i 
Edwards  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  WiU 
liam  Haslet,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amendetV 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  explain  the  act  '  to  au- 
thorize certain  officers  and  other  persona  to  ad- 
minister oaths,'  approved  May  the  3d,  1798 ;"  ia 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim% 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  di 
Blanc,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  foUoW" 
ing  resolution : 

Retohedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  l^ 
withdraw  his  papers* 
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Mr.  Frombntin  preteoled  the  memorial  of 
James  Miller,  collector  and  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  port  of  Nova  Iberia,  and  the  district 
of  Teche,  praying  eoropeasation  for  having  dis- 
charged the  dtttien  of  sarveyor,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  aad  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  Bxecoti?e  Department,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  ootil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  aeitiement  of  public  accounts. 

Mr.  Macon  having  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment thereto^  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thubbdat,  January  16. 

Mr.  RuooLBS  presented  the  petition  of  Rachael 
Dohrmao,  widow  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  de- 
cea.Hed,  praying  additional  remuneration  for  the 
services  of  her  late  husband  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ^  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wi:ie. 

Mr.  TicBBNOR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

BeMohed^  That  the  Seeratary  of  War  be  dtrectMl  to 
Isy  before  the  Senate,  without  delay,  a  statement  of 
tbfl  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicisns,  and  privates,  now  composing  the  Military  £s- 
tablishment  of  the  United  States^  to  what  posts  they 
s/f  ststiooed»  and  the  actual  number  at  each  post  re- 
spectively. 

Mr,  Sutra  presented  the  petition  of  John  Has- 
let, of  the  city  of  Charleston,  praying  an  act  may 
be  passed  remitting  the  penalties  by  him  inno- 
cently incurred  on  the  importation  of  thirty-six 
puncbeons  of  rum  in  the  briz  Margaret,  Captain 
Halm,  frooi  Porto  Rico,  in  July,  1812,  as  stated 
in  (be  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
(be  Committee  of  Claims^  to  consider  and  report 
theieon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trum- 
bull to  compose  and  execute  a  painting  commem- 
orative of  toe  Declaration  of  Independence,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Cbacr  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas  Cut- 
tin^,  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the25ih  regiment 
of  iofaotry,  and  superintendent  of  the  recruiting 
rendezvous  of  said  regiment,  at  Hartlord,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  reimbursement 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
aod  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Mtaoieed,  That  the  Coflunittaa  oa  the  Poet  Offioa 


and  Pest  Roads  be  instrnctad  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Vincennes,  1^ 
Bmmeraon's  mill,  Carlisle,  and  Monroe,  to  Fort  Har« 
rison ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  de  Blanc.    Whereupon, 

Beaohedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
Withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act 
*  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons  to 
administer  oaths,'  approved  May  the  3J,  1798;" 
was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
new  Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til  Monday  next. 

.  The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the ' 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aq 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Spellmaa 
from  imprisonment ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
leading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from 
imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amendmenta 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims;  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Prr> 
RtDBMT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  according- 
ly; and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  granU  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands 
therein  described,  together  with  the  amendmenta 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  CAMPRiLb,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  CAftiPBBLi«,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbbll.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  James  Humea. 
collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  6ih  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  made  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Reeolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  AsBMON  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration : 

Seaobed,  That  the  Committee  oa  Finance  be  ia- 
atmctedtala^ttireiBlatha  expedient  of  solar  altar* 
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isg^tbe  law  inponng.  a  duty  oti  Mtiiagci^  w  to  ex- 
«iDpt  ftvm  its  operation  sny  caimge  wineh  it  uioftlly 
«Bd  cbiclty  amplo^eil  in  hasbuidrypOr  for  the  trane- 
jjiorfiatioii  or  etrrymg  of  goods;  ifith  leAve  to  report  lijr 
bill  or  otherwue. 

Mr.  Campbel/^  f^om  the  same  eomnittee,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sabsistenee 
of  the  Army  during  the  year  1817,''  reported  it 
without  amendment. 


FrioaTi  January  17. 

The  Prbsidrkt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Nairy  Pension  Fund,  con- 
taining statements  in  relation  to  that  fund,  made 
Id  obedience  to  the  ^  act  for  the  better  gOTernment 
of  the  Navy  of  the  Uniud  States,"  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  or  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  eaiablkhment  of  a  certain  post  route,  as 
staled  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read^  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads ;  to  consider  and  report  ibereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise* 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Hetdided,  That  the  Comnittae  on  the  Post  Off  oa 
and  Post  Roada  be  loatracted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedient of  tncteaaiag  the  oompeaaatioa  of  the  poet* 
aaater  at  Newark,  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  TAif,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov* 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  sueh  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  t»  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  samv  committee  reported 
a  bill  to  esiablish  a  sepi^rate  territorial  govern- 
neni  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
seeond  reading. 

Mh  SutTB.  firesettted  the  petition  of  William 
Smitb,  senior,  confined  in  prison  at  Charleston 
fbf  a  debt  due  tha  United  States,  and  praying  to 
ke  disthavged  therefrom,  for  reasotts  stated  in  tho 
Million}  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Uommittee  of  Claims,  to  considet  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smitb  also  presented  the  petliiott  of  John 
Kingsbvry  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
as  a  musician  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
Ss  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred 10  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  aoosider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr*  Mason,  of  Virginis,  presented  the  Sfteiiio<* 
rial  of  Thomas  Ewell,  representing  that  he  has 
made^  and  is  bound  by  contrasts,  with  the  Navy 
Department,  respecting  gunpowder,  and  that  the 
Department  will  not  in  any  manner  somply  with 
.  the  conditions  of  said  contracts,  and  praying  the 
.  inlerfereoee  of  Congress  for  retief ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  reid,  sod  referred  to  the  Csumiiitee 


of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  also  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  pe- 
cuniary aid  in  the  erection  of  a  court-bouse,  jail, 
and  public  offices ;  and  to  aothoriae  the  said  court 
to  levy  a  tax  in  aid  of  erecting  the  same,  and  also 
to  authorize  the  levy  court  to  purchase  the  neoes- 
sarv  ground  for  the  accommodation  of  the  same; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  bv  bill  or  otherwise* 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Cominittse  oa  Mititaiy  Affalis 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and«  if  any,  nhat 
further  pioviaiona  are  aecesaary  to  be  made  by  lair  fcr 
securing  to  the  widows  or  other  hein  of  soldieis,  wha 
died  or  were  killed  in  the  aervioo  of  the  United  Statea, 
during  the  late  war,  the  land  bounty  due  to  the  sol- 
diem  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
in(|uire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  cer- 
tain post  route,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  law  imposing  a  duty  oa 
carriages ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioii  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  information  rvfb*' 
tive  to  the  Military  Establishment,  and  the  fitp- 
(her  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  whe 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
autboriztng  an  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of 
the  Indian  tribes ;''  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  MoS* 
sow.  the  consideration  thereof  was  pustpooed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Cosh 
raitiee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of  Jamet 
Humes,  Collector  of  the  Revenue  for  the  6tb 
District  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  on  the  question  to 
ajg^ree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  23,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TxAs — ^Messrs.  Ashmnn,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromaa- 
tin,  Gaillard,  Goldsboroogh.  Hardin*  Horsey,  Hanter, , 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Ruggle«^ ' 
Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  ThompS9n,  Tiehenori 
Troup,  Vamnm,  Wella,  and  Wityama«  i 

NAva — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Chaee^  Gk>ndtt| 
Howell,  Laoock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Moirow,  Kobl%  < 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Btohes,  and  Witeon. 

So  it  was  RtBolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  pe»| 
tition  ou^t  not  to  be  granted.  ' 

The  Pbebio£nt  communicated  a  report  of  th^ 
Acting  Secretary  for  the  Departmeut  of  War| 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  th# 
14th  instant,  requesting  information  respectinfj 
the  ^*  exchange  of  lands  with  any  of  the  rndialt 
tribes  now  completed  or  eontempteced  under  the 
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mat  of  Cteffnflf,  •ppravcd  on  ihe  .86th  dajr  of 
Marob,  lSM,«otHled  'Ad  act  to  ereet  Looiatana 
to  to  two  Territoriea,  and  to  provide  for  the  tem- 
potaiy  govcfameatiheraof,"  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  followipg  Menage  was  reeeiTed  from  the 
Pbbsidbiit  of  thb  UnrTEo  States  : 

-To  ihe  Smtit  md  Eouu  of 

B^re9eniaiim$  of  the  United  SUOee  : 
1  tnnsmit  to  Coogress  an  aeooant  of  the  eoBtugent 
0KpeiiMs  of  tlie  Govenuaeni  for  the  rear  1816. 

SAWSB  MHJDIBOK. 
IT,  1817. 


The  Message  and  accoaot  ihereia  mentioned 
Jirere  xead. 

The  hiil,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
^liarge  of  OlHrer  Sgellmao,  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  a  third  time,  And  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  biU,  entitled  *'An  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from  im- 
priaoomeat,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee cornectif  eafrotfed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  Atteniud,  and  passed  with  amand* 


MoMOAT,  Jannaiy  20. 

The  PftBaiDBMT  eommunicated  a  memorial  of 
the  Lefislamie  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
mayiog  for  Abe  appointment  of  an  additioaai 
lodge  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  the  «itmorial  was 
read,  and  refetred  to  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Ju- 
diciary, 10  -coDsider  andxepost  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
,  The  pBBBtiwifT  also  commuoieated  another 
memorial  of  the  said  liegislatnre,  praying  the 
.adjustment  of  British  claims  to  oeriain  lands,  as 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblic  Lands,  to 
consider  and  ttpori  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

He  also  commanicated  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  asoer- 
laining  and  adiusiing  claims  to  land  in  the  east- 
ern disuict  of  the  Sute  of  Louisiana ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands^  to  consider  and  rcfport  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  RoflOLBo  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
BfDwn,  praying  compeatttionior  aesvictsduriqg 
the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  ivas^read,  and  faferred  m.the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thanoahy  bill 
or  oibetwise. 

>On  motion  l>y 'Mr.  'Robbwfb,  the  Committte 
of  Claimt,  to  whom  was  referted,  on  the  l$th 
iosmot,  the  petition  of  James  Miller,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Stokbs  presented  the  memorial  and  rep- 
resentation of  the  Legblature  of  the  State  of 
Hotih  Carolina,  respecting  the  lands  within  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee,  reserved  by  said  State,  by 
her  cessionaetyfor  tike  relief  of  her  offioecsaod 


soldiers,  and  other  claimaAU ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  respecting  the 
heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceasedt 
with  instructions,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  relation 
thereto :  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  initant  for  instructiuK  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark,  in 
New. Jersey ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17ih  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  A£hirs  in  relation  to  the 
land  bounty  due  to  the  soldiers  who  died  or  were 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Magon  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
adopting  the  resolution  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  instructing  their 
Senators  to  endeavor  to  o))tain  said  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriziitt,  by 
law^  the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  tlie  consideration  thereof  .waa 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affiiirs,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  ^pediency  of  appointing  ad- 
ditbnal  agents  for  the  more  convenient  payment 
of  persons  placed  on  the  pension  list;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  ontil  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  16th 
iostan([,  for  information  relative  to  the  Military 
Establishment,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  Sute  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  was  read  the 
se«:ond  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  gor- 
ernment  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territorv,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  thjs 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill. to  establish 
a  new 'Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. The  bill  was  defended  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Robebt^,  Babboub,  and  SAitPOBo^and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Tait,  Macon,  and  JCintt; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed  there- 
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fo,  it  W88  reported  to  tbe  Hoose,  tod,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  ShitBi  tbe  further  consideration  (hereof 
-was  postponed  until  Thorsdajr  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  allot  rooms  to  tbe  committees  of  each  House ; 
in  which  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  resoJution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in ; 
Messrs.  Habdin  and  Macon  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  their  part. 

The  PafisiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Na? y  Department,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st 
of  December,  1815.  and  the  8th  of  January,  in- 
stant, cootainini^r  ail  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  that  department,  respecting  sur?eys  of 
the  waters  of  the  uhesapeake,  the  Middle  Ground, 
and  tbe  several  sites  proper  for  the  establishment 
of  docks  and  a  naval  depot:  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Ailkirs,  to  consider  and  report  ibereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Blisha  Tracy,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto, 
and  the  further  coobideration  was  postponed  until 
Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  f*  and  tbe 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next.  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  be  printed  ior  tbe  nse 
of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  during  the  year  1817;"  and 
tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PRIVATEER  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Fredetick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in  be- 
half of  the  owners,  cfficers,  and  crew  of  the  late 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
Iaw>: 

The  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  memorid  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and 
RcnsseUcr  Havens,  in  behalf  of  tbe  owners,  officers, 
SAd  crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 
strong, report: 

The  memorialists  state  that  on  the  26tb  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  1814,  while  the  private  armed  brig 
Qeneral  Axmstrong  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 


Paval,  she  was  attacked  by  a  soperior  British  foree, 
and,  after  a  brave  resistenoe  by  ber  commaodery  Sam- 
ael  0.  Reed,  and  his  vsliant  crew,  the  brig  was  d^ 
stroyed.  They  also  state  that  the  vessel  and  anns- 
ment  cost  9^^000,  and  prsy  that  such  relief,  indem- 
nity, or  compensation  may  be  extended  to  the  owner% 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  privateer.  As,  nnder  tbe  pe* 
culiar  circnmstances  attending  her  destruction,  may 
be  deemed  by  Congress  just  and  eqnitablc. 

The  committee  are  left  to  coojectnre  the  grounds  oa 
which  the  memorialista  rely  for  a  remuneration  or  ia- 
demnity  from  their  own  Government.  It  is  presomcd^ 
however,  that  the  claim  most  be  supported,  if  support- 
ed at  all,  on  one  of  two  grounds :  Ist.  Because  th« 
vessel  and  armament  were  destroyed  by  the  public  en- 
emy in  a  neutral  port^  in  viohtum  of  the  tatoo  of  no- 
tions f  or,  2dlj.  Because  the  brave  and  gallant  defence 
of  Captain  Reed,  bis  officeis,  and  crew,  entitles  thea 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

The  committee  are  unable  te  perceive  what  right  sf 
indemnity  the  citisens  of  the  United  States  can  acquire 
against  their  own  Government  for  losses  sustained  m 
consequence  of  the  violated  righto  of  a  tbird  party.  It 
is  the  doty,  no  doub^  of  all  Govemmento  to  eitend  to 
tbe  peraon  and  property  of  the  citiien  alt  the  protocCioa 
in  their  power.  It  is  the  end  of  all  Govemmento  to 
do  80.  It  is  tbe  right  of  tbe  citiaen  to  make  known 
his  wrongs  to  bis  Government,  and  it  b  tbe  duty  of  the 
Government  to  seek  redress  by  such  means  as  it  may 
deem  expedient  The  nentrality  of  Portngal  wai 
groariy  violated  in  the  case  of  tbe  privato  aimed  ship 
General  Armstrong.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Govern- 
ment to  preserve  her  neutral  character,  and  to  protect 
the  brig  and  all  on  board  from  any  hostile  attack  whib 
in  ber  port.  Either  from  want  of  ability  or  inciiits- 
tion,  abe  lailed  to  do  so.  But  can  this  Ciilure  to  sop- 
port  ito  own  righto  and  perform  ito  duty  towards  us, 
vest  a  right  in  an  individual  to  come  on  his  own  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity  on  account  of  a  pecuniary  loai! 
The  United  States,  it  is  believed,  have  done,  or  will 
do,  what  comporto  with  their  righto  and  their  charac- 
ter. That  indemnity  from  Portugal  for  the  loss  of  this 
property  should  be  insisted  on  ss  an  affiur  of  Stote,  is 
perhsps  highly  proper ;  but  the  committee  cannot  per^ 
ceive  how  the  weakness  or  the  delinquency  of  Portn- 
gal can  impose  on  the  United  Statea  the  duty  of  in- 
demniiying  the  memorialista  for  the  loss  of  the  brig 
and  her  armament. 

The  cofnniittee  believe  that  this  opinion  is  in  oon- 
formity  with  the  practice  of  this  Government,  and 
perhsps  of  all  Govemmenta.  Antecedent  to  the  year 
1808,  much  property  belonging  to  citiieno  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Statea  had  been  wrongfully  seised  by  tbe  cruisers 
of  France.  In  no  case  known  to  the  committee  did 
thu  Government  indemnify  ito  citisens  from  ito  own 
Treasury.  Indemnity  wss  sought  from  France  by  ne-: 
gotiation,  and  obtained  in  the  Louisiana  convention* 
Citisens  of  the  United  States  at  this  moment  hsv«: 
claims  to  a  vsst  amount  against  the  Govemmento  o^ 
France,  Spain,  and  Naples,  for  property  seized  in  vio*' 
lation  of  all  right.  On  principle,  all  these  daimantd 
have  the  same  right  to  demsnd  indemnity  from  tbcid 
own  Government  as  the  memorialista  in  the  preaeai 
case ;  for,  in  principle,  the  committee  can  see  no  di^ 
tinction  between  a  privato  armed  ahip  and  a  merchant 
ship ;  nor  between  property  captured  and  converted  tfl 
the  use  of  the  csptors,  and  property  destroyed  by  1^ 
third  psrty  omitting  to  do  ito  duty. 

If  this  iaa  mere  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  CoDgicsi( 
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if  tbe  memorialifts  lely  for  the  tDoeew  of  their  eppUee- 
tion  on  the  brtTeiy»  gallentTT,  end  good  conduct  of 
Captain  Reed,  his  officers,  and  crew,  in  the  defence  of 
the  Yeasel,  then  the  committee  are  sensible  that  a 
stronger  case  of  the  kind  eould  not  present  itself.  The 
stabbom  bravery,  the  cool  intrepidity,  and  presence 
of  mind  displayed  by  Captain  Reed  and  his  associates 
in  the  defence  of  the  ship,  were  perhaps  never  eoualled, 
certainly  never  snrpssMd,  by  any  prirste  armed  vessel 
in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare.  It  has  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  the  nation,  and  cannot  feil  to  immortaliie 
those  concerned.  If  actions  like  this  are  to  be  re- 
warded with  money,  loo  much  could  not  be  given.  But 
Government  ii  but  the  trustee  of  the  nation,  and  is 
hound  delibsrstely  to  examine  into  the  principle  on 
which  the  tressure  of  the  nation  is  bestowed,  and  the 
extent  of  the  precedent  which  is  set  in  bestowing  it. 
It  is  unknown  to  the  committee  that  Congresi,  as  yet, 
has  ever  dispensed  its  bounty,  or  in  any  way  bestowed 
a  gratuity  for  any  achievement,  except  to  its  own  pe- 
euKar  force,  nor  in  any  case  except  tnere  was  victory. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  thtt  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  do  so.  It  would  open  the  Treasury  to  a 
dass  of  cases  arising  out  of  the  last  war  which  would 
be  extensive  and  onerous.  The  efiects  of  such  a  mea- 
lure  must  be  counted  on,  for  they  would  be  felt  in  all 
future  wars. 

The  caao  of  tbe  Essex,  attacked  also  in  a  neutral 
8ituation»  was  a  strong  one.  The  defence  there,  too. 
was  valiant,  perMvering,  and  highly  honorable  to  all 
on  board,  as  well  as  to  the  nation ;  yet  Congress  has 
done  nothing,  for  the  essential  quality  of  victory  was 
wanting  to  the  traneaetton.  The  committer  there- 
fore»  in  whatever  aspect  they  view  the  application  of 
the  memortaliats,  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
safe and  inexpedient  to  grant  it,  and  recommend  the 
following  resolution: 

Reaohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afitirs  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Renawlaer  Havens. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whoie,  tbe  eonsideration  of  the  resolution  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
a  painting  commemorative  of  the  Declaration  of 
ladepeadence,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee.  On  this 
bill  there'  was  a  debate,  Mr.  Barbuur  being  its 
principal  supporter.  The  resolve  was  so  amended 
as  to  authorize  the  execution  of  four  pictures  of 
the  priocipai  events  of  the  Revolutionary  history  i 
and,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


TuBSD AT,  January  21. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  tbe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Flavil  Sabio,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing,  by  law,  tbe  payment  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser* 
Tices  of  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  authority 
of  tbe  United  States,  during  tbe  years  1782  and 
1793)  for  the  defence  of  the  said  State  against  la- 


dian  invasion,  made  a  report,  together  with  the 
following  resolution : 

Eeaohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
and  report  a  bill  appropriating  $lu9,I30  65,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  claim  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  of  tbe  16th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Bstablishment,  which,  har- 
ing  been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  at 
what  posts  the  present  Army  of  the  United  States 
are  stationed,  and  the  actual  number  at  each  post 
respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands^ 
who  were  instructed  "  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dieney  of  authorizing,  by  law,  an  ezehange  of 
territory  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Condit,Hardln» 
Howell,  Macon,  Msson  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrowy 
Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tail, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  and  WUliams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Chace^  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiUard,  Goldsboroogh,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Msson  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

*  So  it  was 

Buolved^  That  an  appropriation  be  made,  by 
law,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
whieh  treaties  bhall  have  for  their  object  an  ex- 
change of  territory  owned  by  any  tribe  residing 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  for  land  west  of  that  river. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobrow. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly. 

Mr.  BoBEaTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
prope/ty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  military  service  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  9(h  of  April, 
1816,  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  ship 
owners^  and  others,  interested  in  foreign  com- 
merce in  the  city  of  New  York,  representing  that 
the  operation  of  the  several  commercial  and  colo- 
nial regulations  adopted  by  foreign  nations  for 
the  protection  and  promotion  of  their  own  trade 
has  depressed  that  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  and  pray- 
ing that  all  restrictions  be  removed  or  rendered 
equal  by  the  adoption  of  correspondent  regula- 
liunson  the  part  of  tbe  United  Stales;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
compose  and  eiecute  certain  paintings,  was  read 
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Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  favor  of  general  and  uniform  regulations  of 
the  estates  and  affairs  of  insolvents,  and  praying 
a  law  may  pass  on  that  subject,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bili  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  petition  of  Louis 
Charles  le  Blanc,  a  citizen  of  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isiana, praying  a  grant  of  land  in  said  State,  as 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Vabjiom  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Otis,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district 
of  Barnatable^  praying  relief  for  expenses  incur- 
red by  him  in  carying  into  execution  the  embargo 
laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Laoocx  presented  the  petition  of  John  Mer- 
rill, attorney  to  the  administrator  of  Elavil  Sabin, 
deceased,  late  a  regimental  paymaster,  prayine 
relief  in  the  settlement  of  bis  accounts,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Samfobd  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  B. 
Stewart^  in  behalf  of  the  assignee  and  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  of  the  city 
of  Paris,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  American  cause  during  the 
ELevolutionarv  war, and  for  Mcrifices  made  by  his 
attachment  thereto,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  R0BBBT8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  wan  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **Aa  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Spellroan  from 
imprisonment,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sarpobo  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Markward  and  others,  me^jisenffers  in  the  several 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Qovernment,  pray- 
log  an  increase  of  compensation,  as  stated  in  the 
petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.MoBROW,from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
David  Chambers,  made  a  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution : 

JU$ohedf  That  the  petilioBer  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hta  petition  and  docaments. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  lOih  instant  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  compensation  to  certain  persons  who 
were  mounted  rangers,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Barboor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JRetahed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wtr  be  instructed 
to  procure  copies  of  the  existing  militia  laws  of  the  dif- 
ierent  dtates,  as  well  as  correct  raporta  of  the  aumber 


and  organtiation  of  their  militb,  to  be  laid  balbie  the 
Senate  at  their  next  aeaeion. 

The  Senate  resumed  thf  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  copies  of  the  late  edition  of  the  acts 
of  Congress;  and,  having  agreetl  thereto,  Mr.  W 11^ 
LIAH8,  Mr.  Maoon,  and  Mr.  Varnitm,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  on 
the  expediency  of  an  exchange  of  territory  with 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Barbour  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  resolution: 

Reiohfed  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofReprtMenUtr 
tiwi  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress 
assemlkdt  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  aathoriaed  to  employ  John  TrombaU, 
of  Conneotieaty  to  eompose  and  execute  a  painting 
ooounemorative  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence; 
to  be  plaoodf  when  finished,  in  the  Capitol  of  the  Unt* 
tedBUtes. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  praying  for  the  admission  of  said 
Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without 
division, for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Mississippi  Territory  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  occupied  some  time  on  the  report 
of  a  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
Kidd,  praying  a  remission  of  penalties  on  certain 
British  merchandise  imported  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  by  him  purchased  and  bonded  at 
the  custom-house—the  report  recommending  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to  re- 
verse the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  so 
as  to  declare  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  supported  bis  view  of 
the  subject  at  considerable  length. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Robsbtb,  and  finally  con- 
curred in* 

Mr.  R0BBBT8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  John  Rlcaud,  from 
imprisonment,"  reported  it  with  amendmoDts; 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  tale  of  certain  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  taken  up,  and  after  being,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  DAoaBrr,  amended  so  as  to  direct 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  said  sales  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  reimbnraement  of  any  mo- 


65 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


66 


Jarqary,  1817* 


Proueding9. 


Sbnati}. 


neys  expended  for  the  pablic  baildings  and  pob- 
lic  improvements  in  the  City  of  Weshiogtoo, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eogrocsed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  aet  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  laws 
respecting  the  public  lands."  Thev  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*Ao  act  to  amend  the  act  ^au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur* 
looses ;'  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  making  a  partial  approptiation 
for  the  sqbsistence  of  the  Army  during  the  year 
1617,"  in  which  bills  they  request  theecincurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  partially  to  reorganise  the  DepartmentSi 
and  providing  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Maooii  hav- 
ing offered  an  amendment  in  the  distribution  of 
the  duties  to  auditors,  4c.,  the  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and,  with  the  bill,*po8iponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considen^tion  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
Sutes,  within  the  State  of  Indiana ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  wa»  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oi  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Edwards ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
*^Aii  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslet,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  j  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  Prbsioent  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion«  "Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  aoiended  ?"  it  was 
determined  ia  the  affirmative^ 


TuxsoAY,  January  U. 

The  PRa0i0BifT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
coiDprehending  a  statement  of  the  contracts  qiade 
by  that  Department  during  the  year  1816,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  te  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1809,  entitled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  sev* 
oral  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
Che  Treaaury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;" 
aad  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  HoasfiT  presented  the  memorial  of  Joi&n 
Fisher  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praying  the  reWsion  and  amendment  of  ''An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons 
escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,"  pass- 
ed the  13ih  of  Februiiry,  1793,  for  the  jpmpofC  of 
more  effectually  suppressing  a  traffic  in  aegfoaa 
14ih  Cqy.  2d  Ssss.~S 


and  people  of  color  from  the  Middle  to  the  South- 
ern States,  as  stated  in  the  memorial;  whicl^ 
was  read,  aad  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  slava 
trade,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  Cut- 
bush  and  Samuel  R.  Marshall,  on  behalf  of  the 
surgeons  and  assistants  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Stales,  praying  the  regulation  of  their  rank 
and  increase  of  pay  and  emoluments,  as  stated  ii| 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs^  to  consider  and 
renort  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee,  reporte4 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  City  of  Washington ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Edwards ;  also,  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Haslet." 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  refer reid  the  bill  te 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locationn 
of  lands  therein  described,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAna,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolotioa 
of  the  sixth  instant,  "  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  regimental 
and  battalion  paymasters,  and  giving  them  rank 
in  the  Army,"  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  3d  instant, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing,, 
by  law,  the  appointment  of  additional  agents  in 
such  Slates  or  Territories  where  it  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  more  convenient  payment  of 
such  persona  9a  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be 
plaoed  on  the  pension  list,"  made  a  report;  which 
was  read. 

The  Senate  resua^d  the  consideratioii  of  the 
motion  of  the  13fch  instant,  for  ia^tructing  the 
Seereury  of  War  to  procure  copiee  of  the  exist- 
ing militia  laws  of  the  different  States,  us  weU 
as  correct  reports  of  the  number  and  orgaaixaiion 
of  their  militia,  and  agreed  thereto* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lrfuids, 
who  were  iostrueted  to  inquire  into  the  •v^ 
diency  of  authorlaing,  by  law,  an  exghange  oi 
territory  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  \  and,  af- 
ter debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wai 
postponed  tiniil  Friday  next. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  FaovxNTiN, 
Reaolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  required  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
any  document  or  information  in  his  office  respect- 
ing the  exchange  of  lands  with  any  of  the  Indian 
trioes.  now  completed  or  contemplated,  under  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  25ih  day  of 
March,  1804,  entitled  '^An  act  to  erect  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  and  to  provide  for  the  tem- 
porary gQvernmAit  thereof." 
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Prt>ceeding$. 


January,  1817. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Gornmittee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  David  Chambers.    Whereupon, 

Ee90lvedj  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  anddocumeiits. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  to  amend  the  act 
*  authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,'  pass- 
ed the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  was  read  the.  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Co  consider  and  report,  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  Garey,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof^  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition  and 
documents. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  15. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  several  offices  attached  to  that  Department, 
and  the  sums  given  to  each  for  the  year  1816; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Chaoe  presented  the  petition  of  Jedediah 
Smith,  ol  Roxbury,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  and 
Stale  of  Vermont,  prayioff  a  pension,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  readj  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  co&pider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing,  by  law,  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional agents  in  such  States  or  Territories,  where 
it  may  be  found  necessary,  for  the  more  conve- 
nient payment  of  such  persons  as  now  are,  or 
may  hereafier  be  placed,  on  the  pension  list. 

Mr.  Laoock  offered  several  considerations,  from 
inconveniences  suffered  by  pensioners  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  particularlyr  the 
Western  counirv,  from  the  want  of  additional 
agents,  dbc,  to  snow  the  necessity  of  increasing 
the  number  of  those  affenis,  and  concluded,  by 
moving  that  the  report  be  reversed,  so  as  to  de- 
clare it  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of  agents 
for  paying  pensions. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SANroRD, 
Macon,  and  Troup,  to  show  that  the  inconveni- 
ences stated  ought  to  be  removed  by  other  meas- 1 
ureir  than  an  increase  of  the  agents,  and  a  few  ob- 
servations explanatory  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  measure  by  Mr.  Hardin — 

The  report  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts. 
postponed  to  Monday. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  dur- 
loe  the  year  1817,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
execute  a  painting  commemorative  of  the  Decla- 


ration of  Independence,  was  read  the  second  time; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Goldsborouoh,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  wiih  instructions  to  confer 
with  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  two  additional  scenes  from  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  to  be  the  subjects  of  paiotings, 
which,  together  with  the  Declaration  orlDdepea* 
dence,  when  completed,  are  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Qoldsborough,  and  Kino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  praying  to  be  employed  to  erect  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  warming  the  Capitol, 
now  undergoing  repairs,  upon  his  improved  plan, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  ot 
otherwise. 

The  report  of  the  Miltury  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  an  Inquiry  into  the  subject,  declaring 
it  inexpedient  to  increase  the  pay  of,  and  gin 
rank  to  battalion  and  regimental  paymasters,  wu 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Lacock,  the  mover  of  the  inquiry,  opposed 
the  report,  and  advocated,  at  some  length,  the 
justice  of  increasing  the  pay  of  regimental  pay- 
masters, whose  duties  and  labor  have  been  much 
increased  by  the  late  arrangements  of  the  doar- 
termaster's  department,  whose  duties  have  beeo, 
in  a  great  measure,  transferred  to  the  paymasters; 
and  who  are  also  deprived  of  any  rank  in  the 
army. 

Mr.  Willi Aus  defended  the  report,  and  sub- 
mitted facts  to  show  that  the  paymasters  were 
much  better  paid  now  than  formerly,  and  much 
better,  indeed,  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 

The  report  was  then  concurred  in  by  a  Urge 
majority* 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and,  afcer  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dao- 
QBTT,  by  unanimous  consent,  so  as  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  defray  expenses  for 
public  improvements  hereafter  .incurred,  the  bill 
passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Edwards  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Haslet,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  explain  the  act  '  to  au- 
thorize certain  officers  and  other  persona  to  ad- 
minister oaths,'  approved  May  the  3d,  1798 ;"  ia 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  de 
Blanc,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

JResohfedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  papers. 
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Janoart,  1817. 


Proceedings. 


Sbnats. 


Mr.  Fbombntin  presented  the  memorMl  of 
James  MilJer,  collector  aad  iaspector  of  the  cus* 
tonus  of  the  port  of  Nova  Iberia,  and  the  district 
of  Teche,  praying  eoropeasation  for  having  dis- 
charged the  daties  of  surveyor,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  hy  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  Bzeentive  Department,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  ontil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts. 

Mr.  Macox  having  projposed  a  further  amend- 
meat  thereto^  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thuebdat,  January  16. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS  presented  the  petition  of  Rachael 
Dohrmao,  widow  of  Arnold  Henry  Dobrman,  de- 
ceased, praying  additional  remuneration  for  the 
serf  ices  of  her  late  husband  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wi^ie. 

Mr.  TiGHEMoa  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coosideration : 

Buolid^  That  the  Secrstary  of  War  be  directed  to 
Isy  before  the  Senate,  without  delay,  a  statement  of 
the  namber  of  officeis,  non-commissioned  officen,  ma- 
sicisQs,  aad  privates,  now  composing  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States^  to  what  posts  they 
are  ststiooed»  and  the  actual  namber  at  each  post  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Smitb  presented  the  petition  of  John  Has- 
let, of  the  city  of  Charleston,  praying  an  act  may 
be  passed  remitting  the  penalties  by  him  inno- 
cently incurred  on  the  importation  of  thirty-six 
puocbeons  of  rum  in  the  briff  Margaret,  Captain 
Halm,  from  Porfo  Rico,  in  July,  1812,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
ibe  Committee  of  Claims^  to  consider  aad  report 
theteoo,  by  bill  or  other  wine. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trum- 
bull to  compose  and  execute  a  painting  commem- 
orative of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Chacb  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas  Cut- 
ting, late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the25(h  regiment 
of  infantry,  and  superintendent  of  the  recruiting 
rendezvous  of  said  regiment,  at  Hartiord,  in  the 
Slate  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  reimbursement 
of  certain  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  line  of 
bis  dutv,  as  stated  in  the  petition  \  which  was  read, 
&Dd  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
liiier  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

MtMoked^  Tiwl  the  Comaittea  oa  the  Foil  OlBoe 


and  Poet  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Vincennes,  hj 
Bmmerson's  mill,  Carlisle,  and  Monroe,  to  Fort  Har- 
rison ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Slenate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  de  Blanc.    Whereupnon, 

Eeatdvedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain  the  act 
*  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  persons  lo 
administer  oaths,'  approved  May  the  3J.  1798 ;" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
new  Executive  Department,  and  for  other  pur^* 
poses ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Spellmaa 
from  imprisonment;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from 
imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amendmenta 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims;  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pri- 
aioxNT  reported  the  bill  to  theliouse  according- 
ly; and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  granU  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locati(>ns  of  lands 
therein  described,  together  with  the  amendmenta 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbbli.,  the 
further  coosideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  nexL 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
<*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbbll.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of  Jsmes  Humes, 
collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  6(h  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  made  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  AsBMON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolatdt  Thai  the  Committee  oa  Finance  be  in- 
straotedlo  inquire  into  Iha  azpedieni^ofeoAralteev 
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Janoaby^  isn 


jDf  die  law  ifliporaf  «  4«ty  on  cairfaff«^  w  to  «z- 
cnpl  fivm  ite  opnratioii  wof  curiage  iHiich  it  vaoally 
Old  cbicilf  employtfd  m  boabudry,  or  for  tba  tnow- 
Mffffttioii  or  canyiAg  of  gooda;  villi  leave  to  report  by 
nil  or  olhaiwiM. 

Mr.  CAMPBELf,  from  the  stoie  eomnittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eotitled  "An  act 
makiog  a  partial  appropriatioD  for  the  aobaisteDce 
of  the  Army  during  the  year  1817,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 


FbioaTj  January  17. 

The  Prbsidbkt  eommonieated  a  report  of  the 
Commiasionera  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  con- 
lainiDff  statements  in  relation  to  that  fund,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  *"  act  for  the  better  government 
of  the  Navy  of  the  Uniud  Stales,"  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  WiLBOii  nreseated  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  or  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
iag  the  eaiabliabaient  of  a  certain  poai  route,  as 
Mated  in  the  petition  $  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Poet  Roads;  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiLSOR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUwohtd,  That  the  Gonmittao  on  the  Post  Oftoo 
and  Post  Roads  be  iiiolinctad  to  inquire  into  dio  «• 
padien^  of  iaeraasing  the  eompenaalion  of  the  post> 
master  at  Newari[,  in  Now  Jeisey. 

Mr.  TAfT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
anbjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  ainl  passed  ma 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  saaav  committee  reported 
a  bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  govern- 
neni  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
aeoood  reading.  _ 

Mn  Smitb  pfeseated  the  petition  of  William 
Smitii,  senior,  confined  in  prison  at  Charleston 
for  a  debt  doe  the  United  Slates,  and  praying  to 
ba  disebavged  therefrom,  for  reasoM  stated  ta  the 
pMltionj  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wmitb  also  presented  the  petiliott  of  John 
Kingsbury  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
as  a  musician  m  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
as  slated  la  the  petition ;  which  ^t^^  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitlee  of  Claian,  to  eonaider 
and  rcoort  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr«MA0oii,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memti* 
rial  of  Thomas  Ewell,  representing;  that  he  has 
nade^  and  is  bound  by  contracts,  with  the  Navy 
Department,  respecting  goopowder,  and  that  the 
Department  will  not  in  any  manntf  comply  with 
the  conditions  of  said  contracts,  and  praying  the 
.  interference  of  Congress  for  relief;  and  fh«  me- 
ittorial  was  reid,  and  refcrred  to  the  Comiftittca 


of  daima,  to  consider  aad  report  tkctwea  by  hi 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  MAaoN.  of  Virginia,  also  pvaasBlcd  thep^ 
tition  of  the  Levy  Court  of  the  eoowty  of  Ab 
andrin,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  prayiof  k^ 
cuniary  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  cow rt- boose,  j^ 
and  public  offices;  and  to  authorixe  tbe  said  efwe 
to  levy  a  tax  in  aid  of  erecting  tbe  awme,  aad  tki 
to  authorize  the  levy  court  to  parcbaaeibe  nem 
sary  ground  for  the  accommodatiow  of  tbe  taw 
and  the  petition  was  read,  aad  lefencU  \»^ 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Colanbsa,  to  * 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otberwi«e. 

Mr.  WiLaON  aobmitted  the  fottewiog' 
for  cooaideratioa : 


ira«y,«b 
bylswrt 


Rnohtdk  That  die  CoBBttteo  oa 
bo  inslraclsd  to  iDquire  wbalher  aay 
fortber  piovisioBs  ars  neceaasiy  to  ha 
seeofing  to  the  widows  or  other  bairn 
died  or  were  killed  in  the  serrica  of  tbe  United  8tM 
daring  the  lata  war,  the  laad  boaaty  daM  to  the  » 
diaiB  le^ectivcly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considftatioa  W i^e 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  inatrocf ni|  Thf 
Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Po«i  Rosdii? 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  tf* 
tain  post  route,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of/h? 
motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  for  inatruciin^  ^ 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  law  imposing  a  dutf  a 
carriages ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  eoaaideratioa  cftii 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  tnA>rraarroo  r* 
live  to  the  MHitary  Establish  meat,  anif  rhe  :> 
(her  consideration  thereof  wns  postponed  esd 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  «f  c&^ 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  vh^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieacf  4 
authorizing  an  exchange  of  territory  with  aa?  J 
the  Indian  tribes;**  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Moi 
BOW,  the  consideration  thereof  was  puatpooe 
until  Mondny  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  C«e 
mittee  on  Finance,  on  the  petitiow  of  Jam^ 
Humes,  Collector  of  the  Revenue  for  the  tt 
District  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  on  the  qoestioa 
ajj;ree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  alKnn 
tive — yeas  23,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Aihmun,  Brown,  Daggett,  FrooM 
tin,  Gaillaid,  Goldsberongh,  Haidin*  Horseyv  Han« 
King,  MacoB,  Mason  of  New  Hampshurs,  Ruggf 
Bmilh,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tbompeon,  Tic&a 
Troup,  Vamum,  Wdla,  and  WIHiaais. 

Navs— Messrs.  Barboar,  Campbell,  C^iaeew  Co* 
HowcU,  Laoock,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Motvow.  Nb( 
Robsfis,  Sanferd,  8lobs%  and  Wilma. 

So  it  was  i?fsolo0rf,  That  the  prayer  af  the 
tition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  PaBaiofiifT  communicated  a  report  of 
Actbg  Secreury  for  the  Departmeut  or  V! 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolation  of 
14th  instant,  requesting  information  r^sp^e' 
the  ^^  exchange  of  lands  with  any  of  tbe  f  q< 
tribes  now  completed  or  contemplated  •Dti«ff 
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set  of  C«DiFm»,  appravcd  od  the  26th  dajr  of 
Mftfob,  ldM,«iiUtlea  'Ad  ael  to  erect  LottiataDa 
toto  two  Territories,  and  to  proride  for  the  tem- 
l»efarjr  goveraineat  thereof,"  and  the  report  was 
read. 
The  foUow^pg  Ifoasage  was  reeeired  from  the 

PUBSIDBIIT  OP  TBB  UnITED  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senmie  and  Bouse  of 

RqgrtaentaHau  of  ike  UnUed  SMei  f 

I  traoMnit  to  Congreai  an  account  of  the  contingent 
aspenses  of  t|M  Gorenunenl  for  the  Tear  1816. 
^^  JAWSB  M ABIBOff. 

J^MrVABY  17, 1617. 

Tile  Jhfessage  aod  accoaot  therein  mentioned 
were  xeed. 

Tiie  biU,  eoiitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
eharge  of  Olirer  Spellman,  from  iraprisonment," 
wa«  read  a  third  time,«Bd  passed. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from  im- 
pritoameat/'  baviBg  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee coneelly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  lime  m  Aakendad,  and  passed  with  amend- 


MoMOAT,  Janaai^  20. 

The  pBBeiomT  communicated  m  memorial  of 
the  Lcfislatore  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
praying  £ot  the  appoiaiment  of  an  additional 
Judge  east  of  Pearl  fiver; and  the  intmorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Comnittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, io  -eoiisider  and  repovt  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Pbbshwbt  also  communicated  another 
memorial  of  the  nid  Legislatore,  praying  the 
.adju^ment  of  British  claims  to  certain  lancls.  as 
seated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  ana  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
consider  aod  r^ort  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

He  also  commncicated  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missiuner  of  the  General  Land  OUce,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  asoer- 
isioing  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  east- 
ern district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  consider  and  rcfport  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  KoflOLBe  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Bmwn,  praying  isompenaation.for  services  durtAg 
the  AenoliitiQUkry  war,  as  siaud  in  the  petition ; 
BPhieh  was^read,  and  ^referred  to. the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thaieon  by  hill 
or  oihetwiae. 

On  motion  4>y 'Mr. 'RoBBvra,  the  ConuBitiee 
of 'Claiffis,  towhom  was  referred,  on  the  19tU 
instant,  the  petition  of  James  Miller,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Stokbs  presented  the  memorial  .and  rep- 
ressQiation  of  the  Legis^lature  of  the  State  of 
Horth  Carolina,  respecting  the  lands  within  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee,  reserved  by  said  State,  by 
her  cession  Jtct,ibr  the  relief  of  her  officers,  and 


soldiers,  and  other  claimaats ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  respecting  the 
heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased, 
with  instructions,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Secreury  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  relation 
thereto;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  initant  for  iostrocting  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  tioada 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
compensation  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark,  in 
New  Jersey ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  in  relation  to  the 
land  bounty  due  to  the  soldiers  who  died  or  were 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  durin|^ 
the  late  war;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Macon  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
adopting  the  resolution  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  Representatives  io  Con- 
gress, and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  instructing  their 
Senators  to  endeavor  to  o)>tain  said  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriziitf,  by 
law,  the  exchange  of  territory  with  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  consideration  thereof  WBs 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  ad- 
ditional agents  for  the  more  convenient  iMiyment 
of  persons  placed  on  the  pension  list;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Robebtb,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  16th 
instan^,'for  information  relative  to  the  Militaif 
fisublishment,  and  the  further  consideraUon 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bin  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and. for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  separate  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill.to  esUblish 
a  new  ESxecutive  Department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. The  bill  was  defended  and  supported  hy 
Messrs.  RoBBXTa,  Barboub,  aod  Sanfobo^  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Tait,  Macon,  and  Kinq; 
and,  no  amendmeot  haviAg  heen  proposed  there- 
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to,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  «Dd,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  coosideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  a  reso- 
lulion  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  allot  rooms  to  the  committees  of  each  House ; 
in  which  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in; 
Messrs.  Hardin  and  Maoon  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  their  part. 

The  PafisiDENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary  Department,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  reKoluiions  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st 
of  December,  1815.  and  the  8th  of  January,  in- 
stant, containing  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  that  department,  respecting  surreys  of 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  Middle  Qround, 
and  the  several  sites  proper  for  the  establishment 
of  docks  Jind  a  naral  depot;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robbrtb,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Blisba  Tracy,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  petitioner  had 
leare  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  proride 
for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto, 
and  the  fiirther  coubideration  was  postponed  until 
Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  f*  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  nezr.  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  be  printed  lor  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  during  the  year  1817;*'  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PRIVATEER  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in  be- 
half of  the  owners,  cfficers,  and  crew  of  the  late 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lawb: 

The  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and 
Rensselaer  Havens,  in  behalf  of  the  owners»  olBcers, 
«nd  aew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm« 
alrong,  report: 

The  memorialisu  state  that  on  the  S6th  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  1814,  while  the  private  armed  brig 
General  Axmatrong  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 


Payal,  she  was  attacked  by  a  superior  British  fines, 
and,  after  a  brave  resbtanoe  by  her  commander,  8iib- 
oel  C.  Reed,  and  his  valiant  crew,  the  brig  wai  dt- 
stroyed.  They  also  state  that  the  vessel  and  armi- 
ment  cost  $42,000,  and  pray  that  such  relief,  indem- 
nity, or  compensation  may  be  eitended  to  the  owoen, 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  privateer,  As,  under  the  pe> 
culiar  circamstances  attending  her  destruction,  mij 
be  deemed  by  Congress  jnst  and  equitable. 

The  committee  are  left  to  conjecture  the  grounds  on 
which  the  memorialiata  rely  for  a  remuneration  or  io- 
demnity  from  their  own  Govern  ment.  It  is  presumed, 
however,  that  the  claim  must  be  aopported,  if  support- 
ed at  all,  on  one  of  two  grounda :  IsL  Because  the 
vessel  and  armament  were  dettro^ed  by  the  public  en> 
emy  in  a  neutral  pcrtt  in  molatum  of  the  lawi  ofn^ 
tians  f  or,  2dly.  Because  the  brave  and  gallant  defeoct 
of  Captain  Reed,  his  officers,  and  crew,  entitles  thea 
to  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

The  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  what  right  of 
indemnity  the  citisens  of  the  United  States  can  acqoin 
against  their  own  Government  for  losses  aostained  ia 
consequence  of  the  violated  rights  of  a  third  party.  It 
is  the  duty,  no  doubly  of  all  GovemaMnta  to  eiiead  to 
the  person  and  property  of  the  eitixen  all  the  protectifle 
in  their  power.  It  is  the  end  of  all  Governments  to 
do  so.  it  is  the  right  of  the  citiien  to  make  known 
his  wrongs  to  his  Government,  and  it  ia  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  seek  redress  by  such  meana  as  it  Dty 
deem  eipedient  The  neutrality  of  Portugal  wii 
groasly  violated  in  the  case  of  the  private  armed  ibip 
General  Armstrong.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Govern- 
ment to  preserve  her  neutral  character,  and  to  proud 
the  brig  and  all  on  board  from  any  hootUe  attack  wbik 
in  her  port.  Either  from  want  of  ability  or  inoiiss- 
tion«  ahe  failed  to  do  so.  But  can  thia  lailure  to  sop- 
port  its  own  rights  and  perform  its  duty  towardi  oi, 
veat  a  right  in  an  individual  to  oome  on  his  own  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity  on  aoconot  of  a  pecuniarj  Ioh^ 
The  United  States,  it  is  believed,  have  done,  or  will 
do,  what  comports  with  their  rights  and  their  charte* 
ter.  That  indemnity  from  Portugal  for  the  loss  of  thjf 
property  should  be  insisted  on  as  an  affiur  of  State,  if 
perhapa  highly  proper ;  but  the  committee  cannot  pff- 
oeive  how  the  weakness  or  the  delinquency  of  Porta- 
gal  can  impose  on  the  United  States  the  duty  of  in* 
damnifying  the  memorialists  for  the  loss  of  the  brig 
and  her  armament 

The  committee  believe  that  this  opinion  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  practice  of  this  Government,  sod 
perhaps  of  all  Governments.  Antecedent  to  the  jotf 
1008,  much  property  belonging  to  ettisena  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  had  been  wrongfully  seised  by  the  erniten 
of  France.  In  no  case  known  to  the  committee  did 
this  Government  indemnify  its  citisena  from  its  ows 
Troasnry.  Indemnity  was  sought  from  France  by  oo- 
gotiation,  and  obtained  in  the  Louisiana  conventioa* 
Citisens  of  the  United  States  at  this  moment  hsvs 
claims  to  a  vast  amount  against  the  Governments  « 
France,  Spain,  and  Naples,  fur  property  seized  in  vi> 
lation  of  sdl  right.  On  principle,  all  these  claimsnti 
have  the  same  right  to  demand  indemnity  from  tbsii 
own  Government  as  the  memorialisto  in  the  prea^ 
case ;  for,  in  principle,  the  committee  csn  see  no  dit* 
tinction  lietween  a  private  armed  ahip  and  a  mercbsij 
ship;  nor  between  property  captured  and  converted (■ 
the  nse  of  the  captors,  and  property  destroyed  by  ^ 
third  party  omitting  to  do  ita  duty. 

If  thia  iea  mere  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  Congntfi 
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if  the  memorialif  ti  nly  for  the  taecen  of  their  eppUca- 
tion  on  the  brtfciy,  gallantly,  and  good  conduct  of 
Captain  Reed,  hie  officers,  and  crew,  in  the  defence  of 
the  Teeief,  then  the  committee  are  senitble  that  a 
ftroDger  caie  of  the  kind  could  not  preient  itielf.  The 
stubborn  bravery,  the  cool  intrepidity,  and  presence 
of  mind  displayed  by  Captain  Reed  and  his  associates 
in  the  defence  of  the  ship,  were  perhaps  never  eaualled, 
certainly  never  surpasMd,  by  any  private  armea  veaMl 
in  the  annals  of  naval  warfare.  It  has  excited  the  ad- 
mirataon  of  the  nation,  and  cannot  tail  to  immortaliie 
those  coQcenied.  If  actions  like  this  are  to  be  re- 
warded with  money,  too  much  eoold  not  be  given.  But 
Government  ii  bat  the  trustee  of  the  nation,  and  is 
bound  delihsrately  to  examine  into  the  principle  on 
which  the  treasure  of  the  nation  is  bestowed,  and  the 
extent  of  the  precedent  which  is  set  in  bestowing  it. 
It  is  nnknown  to  tkie  eommittce  that  Congress  as  yet, 
has  ever  dispensed  its  bounty,  or  in  any  way  bestowed 
a  gratuity  for  any  achievement,  exoept  to  its  own  pe- 
culiar force,  nor  in  any  ease  except  there  was  victory. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  do  so.  It  would  open  the  Treasury  to  a 
dass  of  cases  arising  ont  of  the  last  war  which  would 
be  extensive  and  onerous.  The  efiects  of  such  a  mea- 
sure must  be  counted  on,  fi>r  they  would  be  felt  in  all 
future  wars. 

The  case  of  the  Essex,  attMked  also  in  a  neutral 
situation,  was  a  strong  one.  The  defence  there,  too. 
was  valiant,  persevering,  and  highly  honorable  to  all 
on  board,  as  well  ae  to  the  nation ;  yet  Congress  has 
done  nothing,  for  the  esseniial  quality  of  victoiy  was 
wanting  to  the  transaction*  The  committee,  there- 
fore, in  whatever  aspect  thej  view  the  applicatioD  of 
the  memorialists,  are  of  opinioa  that  it  would  be  ua- 
safo  and  inexpedient  to  grant  it,  and  recommend  the 
following  resolntion: 

Senhed^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEurs  be 
^•charged  /rom  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Frederick  Jenkine  and  Renaselaer  Havens. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comoiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
a  painting  commemorative  of  the  Declarmtioa  of 
Independence,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee.  On  this 
bill  there*  was  a  debate,  Mr.  Barbouii  being  its 
principal  supporter.  The  resolve  was  so  amended 
as  to  authorize  the  execution  of  four  pictures  of 
the  principal  events  of  the  Revolutionary  history ; 
and,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


ToBSDAT,  January  21. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Fiavil  Sabin,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  ROBERTS)  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  were  iosiructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedt- 
eocy  of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  payment  to  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  years  1792  and 
1793,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  State  against  In* 


dian  invasion,  made  a  report,  together  with  ths 
following  resolution : 

Reiohtedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
and  report  a  bill  appropriating  $ltl9,130  65,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  claim  to  the  State  of  Georgia* 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  lh« 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Bstablishment,  which,  hmv^ 
ing  been  amended;  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  at 
what  posts  the  present  Army  of  the  United  States 
are  stationed,  and  the  actual  number  at  each  post 
respectively. 

The  Senate  reatimed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands^ 
who  were  instructed  ^  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  an  exchange  of 
territory  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  CondityHardiOy 
Howell,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Noble,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  and  WUliams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsboroogh,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tichie* 
nor,  Varnom,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

'  So  it  was 

jReeolved,  That  an  appropriation  be  made,  by 
law,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
whieh  treaties  ^hall  have  for  their  object  an  ex- 
change of  territory  owned  by  any  tribe  residing 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  for  land  west  of  that  river. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morbow. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referrea  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
prope/ty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  9ih  of  April, 
1816,  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  ship 
owners^  and  others,  interested  in  foreign  com- 
merce 10  the  city  of  New  York,  representing  that 
the  operation  of  the  several  commercial  anU  colo- 
nial regulations  adopted  by  foreign  nations  for 
the  protection  and  promotion  of  their  own  trade 
has  depressed  that  of  the  United  States,  and  pray- 
ing that  all  restrictions  be  removed  or  rendered 
equal  by  the  adoption  of  correspondent  regula- 
tions on  the  part  of  tbe  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  resolution  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  John  Trumbull  to 
compose  and  execute  ceruia  paintings,  was  read 
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a  third  time;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
resolution  pass?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
igfit^-^yeas  S5,  nafs  7,  as  follows: 

Yt^s — MeMn.  Ashmtni,  Barbour,  Brown/Baggett,: 
Dana,  Trodibntin,  Oaillard,  Goldsborovgh,  Ifiardin, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
mason  of  Virginia,  Sanibrd,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Tal- 
-tot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Varnmi,  WeHs, 
•and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Gondii.  Macoot  Morrow,  Nobler 
Roberu,  Boggles,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was 

Rfwtved  hy  the  8eruae  and  Ehun  of  Eep- 
¥Mfiteftn09  iff  the  VfdM  States  of  Amerioa,  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the 
Ignited  States  he,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to 
e«»ploy  John  Trombuil,  of  Connecticut,  to  com- 
|»ose  and  execute  four  pointings  commemorBtive 
<0f  ttie  most  important  events  of  the  American 
Revolution;  to  oe  placed,  when  finished, in  the 
-Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

The  brll  entitled  '^An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  subsistence  of  the  Aitey,  diir- 
&f  the  year  1817,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
^passeo. 


WBDHntoAT,  Janitary  82. 

"Tbe  Senirte  resumed  the  consideratioti  of  the 
If^brt  of  the  Committee  on  Naral  Aflfatrs,  on  the 
memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer 
Havens ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
%as  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

'report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were 

ibsinicted  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 

^borixing  by  law  the  payment  to  the  ^tate  of 

'Geo^l^ta  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 

militia,  called  out  under  theauihority  of  theUni- 

^M  States,  during  the  years  1792  and  1793,  for 

the  defence  of  the  said  State  against  Indian  in- 

rasion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  there- 

'of  be  postponed  until  Monday  next;  and  that 

4be  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Defmrtment  of 

War,  of  the  3d  of  Febroary,  1803,  in  relation 

^thereto,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.CflACE  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  Att- 
water,  late  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory, 
ipraying  compensation  for  the  desiructit»n  of  his 
ptopetiy  by  the  British,  at  the  surrender  of  De- 
troit by  General  Hull,  as  stated  in  the  petition  | 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
in  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
Ibe  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  on  certain  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
Mr.  CiMPBELL  having  proposed  a    further 
Amendment: 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Stokes, 
Ordered^  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendments 


proposed  thereto,  together  with  the  memorial  and 
representation  or  the  LegisAatore  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  respecting  the  lands  reserved  by 
said  State,  by  her  cession  act, for  the  relief  of  her 
ofijicers  and  soldiers,  and  other  claimants  within 
the  territory  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  fw^ 
ther  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill.authorizlop^  the  settlement  of  the  ao- 
emiats  of  Flairil  43abiB,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

A  'OKssage  from  the  House  of  Representattres 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ba^iwased 
a  bill,  emitted  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'^Ao  abt  aathorizidg  the  payment  of  a  sam  of 
money  to  Josepb  Stewart  aad  others  '^  in  which 
bill  (hey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The 'bill  last  mcfntioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  teadiog. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.BARBOta, 

Jiesoivedf  That  five  hundred  copies  be  printed 
of  tire  report  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  c{ 
Slate,  dated  December  16, 1793,  on  the  privileges 
and  restrictions  of  the  commerce  of  lue  United 
Stales  in  foreisn  countries,  pursuant  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Febru- 
ary d3, 1791. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Viivinia, 

Qrderedf  That  the  Committee  of  CkisBc,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  memonal  of  Thonkts 
Ewell,  be  discharged  from  the  further  coasidera- 
tien  thereof ;  andthatdie  memorteKst  have leare 
to  withdraw  his  tneknorial. 

The  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  ComTDittee  tif  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  doeexecotion  of  the  laws  ofthe  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Tues- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thomas  Turner^  de- 
ceased ;  and,  on  the  question,  '*  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Slates;  and,  on  motitm  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  separate  territorial  government  for  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Mississipoi  Territory  ;  and^  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  ^postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billi  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  ^authorizing  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enetaiy,  while  in  the  military  service  ofthe  Uni- 
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ted  8tai^  pufted  the  ^h  of  Arprti^  VBV^P  too- 
ther witli  IM  ametrdmeiirs  reported  thereto  tj 
the  Commiuee  of  Claims;  tnd,  on  motiod  by 
Mr.  Talbot,  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
poitpimed  until  iPriday  next. 


Tbubsdat,  January  23. 
The  followiog  Messa^  was  received  from  the 
FassiDENT  OP  TBS  On iTBn  States  : 

2b  the  Sanaieo/tke  XJniUd Statu ,- 

I  traomnit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Actmg  See- 
iretary  of  Wtr,  in  eomplianee  with  their  reeolntion  of 
the  8th  iDfttnt.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JAirvAaT  S8,  1817. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read, 

The  PaaeiDBNT  cornmonicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  oompliance  with  the 
resolution  oTthe  Senate  of  the  21st  instant,  show- 
ing the  posts  at  which  the  present  Army  of  the 
United  States  is  stationed  ;  and  the  actual  num- 
ber at  each  post,  respectively.  And  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Taubot  presented  the  petition  of  ftlehard 
Taylor,  seniolr,  a  naVal  officer  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  a  pension,  dr  other  relief,  in 
consideration  of  a  severe  woond,  received  wnlle 
engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  coosider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  'Committee  on  'Fi- 
nance, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  l>iU  making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  'United  States  to  hold  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned  j  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  mssed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Kino,  the  memorial  of  the 
ship  owners  engaged  in  foreign  commerce  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  presented  the  21st  instant,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Fbomentiii,  the  memorisi 
of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  in 
behalf  of  the  owners^  officers,  and  orew,  of  the 
late  private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Tait,  the  committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instrocted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Milledgevilie^  in  Georgia,  to  Carnes- 
ville,  by  Washington. Blherton  andlDaoielvilte. 

The  bill  entitled,  ^  an  aet  lo  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled ^  an  act  authort2ing  the  payment  of  a  sam: 
of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others,  **  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com-' 
mittee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.: 

Mr.  RoBEBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,! 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill, 
directing  the  discharge  of  William  Smith  from! 
imprisonment;  and  the  hill  was  read, and  paasedj 
to  the  second  reading.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thej 
bill  to  establish  a  new  fizecutive  Department,] 
and  for  other  purposes;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.! 
CampbblLi  the  further  consideration  thereof  WBsj 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


FRinAT,  January  d4. 

On  motion  br  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiiion  of 
John  Kingsbury,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
establishing  the  salaries  of  the  messengers  in  the 
Executive  Departments;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Robbbts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  also  reporira 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haslet;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GoLosBoaoiKiB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled, 
'^an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'an  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  monev  to 
Joseph  Stewart  and  others,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Chase,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju* 
diciary,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  law,  regulating  the 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and  of- 
fences committed  witbio  the  Indian  boundaries: 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aecond 
reading. 

Mr.FROiiEHTiN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohtd,  That  evsir  member  of  the  Senate,  snd 
every  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  aad 
every  delegate  of  Territories,  be  supplied  at  the  begin- 
ning of  every  sesiion  of  Congieoi  wUh  a  eopgrof Reacts 
of  Congress  jMMsed  at  the  pssoediag  session. 

Rm^Hd/miker,  That  every  member  of  the  preaaat 
Congress  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  aets  peased 
at  the  first  sesoioa  of  the  Fovrteenth  Coagiess. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  tawhom  the  sirbject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter  sections  in  future  sales  of  the  public  lands; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  Of 
Richard  Taylor,  sen.,  were  dischargea  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Talbot,  AsDMUN,  and  Williams,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  FlaVil  Sabin,  de- 
ceased; the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 4ind 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirsj  who 
were  instructed  ^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  additional 
agents  for  the  payment  of  persons  placed  on  (he 
pension  list;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  antil 
Monday  next* 
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The  bill  directing  the  discharge  of  William 
Smith  from  imprisonmeat,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  hold  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  i  and 
the  amendments,  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ha V ing  been  agreed  tn  wi c h  further  amend- 
ments, on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  as  amended,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'Att  act  to  repeal,  after  the  close 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act  enti- 
tled, 'An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensa- 
tion to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  delegates  from  the  Ter- 
ritories,* passed  the  nineteenth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen."  in  which 
bill  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
att  to  amend  the  act '  authorizing  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States '  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims  j  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Talbot,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  27. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  mude  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  "Act  of  March  3,  1809,  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  De- 
partments," containing  the  statements  therein  re- 
quired :  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Comroiiiee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  hospital 
surgeons,  and  hospital  surgeon^'  mates,  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait  also  communicated  sundry  docu- 
ments in  relation  thereto,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rachael 
Dubrman,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :    . 

Ruobiedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
aod  report  a  bill  allowing doUar»  annually  to 


Rachael  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold  Heniy  Dohrmao, 
daring  such  time  as  she  may  remain  a  widow,  paya- 
ble quarterly ;  and dollan  annually  to  each  of 

the  minor  diUdren  of  said  Dohrman,  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeart, 
which  benefits  shall  be  received  and  applied  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Orphan's  Court  oi  the  proper 
county. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  *^  ia 
addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  George  T. 
Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers 
and  men  lately  under  their  command,"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  also  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Troup  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rudved,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  SUtee 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  sadi 
information  aa  he  may  poisess  touching  the  execution 
of  ao  much  of  the  first  article  of  the  late  treaty  of 
peace  and  amity,  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  relates  to  the  xestl- 
I  tution  of  slaves. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department  communica- 
ted the  20ih  instant,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1815|  and  the  8(h  of  January  instant,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional agents  for  the  payment  of  persons  placed 
on  the  pension  list — "  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
extend  the  provi.'^ions  of  the  law  on  that  subject.'* 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacogj:,  it  was 
amended.    And, 

Eesolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  law  on  that  subject. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AfiTairs,  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and  Rensse- 
laer Havens,  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 
strong; which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as 
follows: 

JReaolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Jenkins  and 
Rensselear  Havens,  and  that  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aa- 
thorizing,  by  law,  the  payment  of  certain  claims 
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of  the  Sttte  of  Georgia,  for  militia  serrices  ^a- 
riaff  the  years  1792  aod  179a    Whereupon, 

JRetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draught  aod  report  a  bill  appropriating  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  thousand  dollars  aod  sixty-five 
cents  for  the  payment  of  the  said  claim  to  the 
State  of  Qeorffia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  resolu- 
tion was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  CflACfl^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en  titled 
^'An  act  to  explain  the  act  to  authorize  certain 
oflBcers  and  other  persons  to  administer  oaths,  ap- 
proved May  3,  1798,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Tbe  resolution  for  supplying  the  members  with 
certain  acts  of  Congress,  was  read  and  amended, 
and  passed  to  the  seeono  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  setttement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Elavil  Sabin,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  after  the 
close  of  the  present  sbssion  of  Congress,  the  act, 
entitled  An  act  to  chance  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  Honse 
of  Representatives,  and  the  delegates  from  Ter- 
ritories,' passed  the  19th  of  March,  1816,*'  was 
read  tbe  second  time. 

Mr.  SAiiroRD  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry merchanto  ot  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
the  establishment,  by  law,  of  uniform  rates  of 
damages  and  interest  in  eases  of  protests  of  in- 
land as  well  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  con- 
sider mod  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  reliefer  John  Haslet  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  mes- 
sengers in  the  Bzecntive  Departments,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  division  of  certain 
quarter-sections  in  future  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian  bound- 
aries was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Miraissippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  iato 
tbe  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  I  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TuBSOAT,  January  28. 
The  following  Message  wss  received  from  the 
PaBSioEirr  or  tbb  Unitbd  Statsb: 

7b  ike  Senate  and  Howe  of 

KepreeentaHoee  of  ike  UnUed  Siaiet  .* 

I  lay  IwfofQ  Congraw  eopiss  of  ratified  treaties  be- 
tween tbe  United  States  and 

1.  The  Wea and  JCiekapoo; 


S.  The  united  tribes  of  Oltawae,  ChippewM,  end 
PoUwotomies^  residing  on  the  Illinois  and  Molwakes 
riven  and  their  waters^  and  on  the  sonthwettern  parts 
of  Lake  Michigan ; 

3.  That  portion  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  os  nation 
residing  on  the  Ouisoonsin  river ; 

4.  The  Sees  of  Rock  river  and  the  adjacent  country ; 

5.  Eight  bende  of  the  Sionzs,  oompoeing  the  three 
tribes  called  the  Siouze  of  the  Leaf,  the  Sionzt  of  the 
Broad  Leaf,  end  the  Stouzs  who  shot  in  the  pine  tops ; 

6.  The  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians; 

7.  The  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians; 

8.  The  Chaetaw  tribe  of  Indians. 

Congress  will  take  into  consideration  how  iiur  Legis- 
lative provisions  may  be  neeessary  for  carrying  iato 
efiect  stipolations  contained  in  the  taid  tieattes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jamvamt  86,  1617. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  Gk>L08BOBoooB  presented  the  petition  of 
William  B.  Stokes,  prayioc  compensation  for  the 
destruction  ot  a  house  in  Havre  de  Qrace  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces,  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been  occupied  by  the  United  States'  troops. 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  TfCBBBoa  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Olmstead,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  praying  to  be 
discharged  from  imprisonment,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  militia  services  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  see- 
ond  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  who  were  instructed  on  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  Harry 
Toulmin,  praying  some  modification  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  for  erecting  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a  Slate;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion,  of  the  27th  instant,  for  information  touch- 
ing the  execution  of  so  much  of  ihe  first  article 
of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  aod  Amity  between 
Hta  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America  as  relates,  to  the  restitution  of  slaves, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  petition  of  Rachael  Dorhman ;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
BBTs,  It  was  recommitted  to  the  said  committee, 
to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  authorizini^  the  appointment  of  hospi- 
tal surgeons  and  hospital  surgeons'  mates  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  was  read  tbe  seeond 
time. 

The  biU|  in  addition  to  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
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'of <9eorfe  T.  Bins  tmd  Dantel  T.  Fattcnon,  and 
tfa«  offfieera  md  men  lately  under  thwt  e^mmnnd,'' 
iras  read  tfae  aeeond  time. 

A  bill  to  repeal  the  second  eection  of  «n  aet, 
entitled  ''An  aet  concerning  the  par  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
tStates,^  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  western  pjart  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  coastilution  and  Btate  gOTcm- 
ment,  and  for  the  «dmissi«o  mt  snch  Stale  into 
the  Union  en  an  equal  fbotinff  with  ibe  original 
Btates^  and  the  bill  having  been  aoiended,  the 
Pbebwbiit  ireported  it  to  the  House  afloordiagly ; 
and  the  amendmeats  were  agreed  to.  And,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  further  eonsidera* 
tion  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  for  supplying  the  menabers  with 
the  acts  of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed -the  eonsideration  of  the 
hill  to  establish  a  new  fizecutlTe  Department, 
«nd  for  other -purposes;  and  the  further  eonsad- 
eraiion  thereoi  was  postponed  until  to«morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  aecounu. 
And  the  lall  haTiog  been  further  amended,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  .a  third  time. 


WfiDNEsnAT,  January  29. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  another  pe- 
tition from  Thomas  Ewell  on  the  sulyeet  of  his 
contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  respecting 
gunpowder,  praying  the  interference  of  Congress 
to  the  end  that  the  said  contracts  may  be  fuifiucd ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HansBT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
reported  a  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of 
.persons  of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HoaaiiT,  from  the  same  emnmittee,  also 
reported  a  bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from 
•the  service  of  their  masters ;  and  the  bul  was 
Mad,  and  .passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Law,  and  others,  members  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  praying  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, the  grant  of  a  part  of  the  public  reservation 
in  the  Ciiy  of  Washington  for  a  botanical  garden, 
and  pecnniaty  aid  to  enable  them  to  extend  the 
beeents  flowing  from  the  society.;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Cc^umhia,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moaaow,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
Xo  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  ^establishing  a 
post  road  from  Piqua,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
Fort  Wayne;  and  report  thereon. 

Jilr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Nival  Af- 


asked  and  obtained  leaive  to  report  a  bill  s 
amend  and  explain  an  act  giving  peaaioaa  to  ik 
<»rphansaad  widows  of  persons  slaia  la  tbe  ps^ 
lie  or  private  araaed  vessus  of  the  Uoiled  Stata 
and  the  bill  was  raad,  aad  passed  to  the 
reading 

Mr.  Tait  also  submitted  sundry 
relation  thereto. 

The  bill  making  appropriatioosfor  the  psymcv 
of  certain  claims  for  militia  services  to  the  Scale 
of  Gleorg[ia,  was  read  the  second  tisae. 

The  mU  to  appoint  additional  peaMon  avtan 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsidefstldB  of  ik 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  western  part  of  tk 
Mississippi  Territory  to  iSarm  a  consmotfon  si^ 
State  goremment,  and  for  the  admissioa  of  sock 
State  lato  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooaag  wiA 
the  original  States;  and  the  bill  bavingWen  foh 
tbcr  amended,  on  the  question,  '*  Sbali  thks  ML 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timeT*  it  was  it 
termined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  aays  11,  v 
follows: 


Bsrbsnr,  Brown,  CsmpboU,  Cta, 
Coodit,  Promsatin,  GsiUsrd,  Hois^,  Howall,  Uni, 
MssoB  of  ViigiBis,  Morrow,  fiobis.  Rebate  fi^|kB» 
Soalvd,  Slokss,  Tai^  Talbot,  Troap^  Wolls,  WiUaan 
and  Wilson. 

If Av»— Masws.  Ashman,  0^gett,  Goldsbwia^ 
Hnnter,  King,  Msoon,  Mason  of  New  Hannsfcir, 
Smith,  ThoBBpsony  Tiehenor,  sad  Vnmvm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideiatioa  of  tbe 
bill  to  establish  a  new  Bxecntive  Departmeni,  sod 
for  other  purposes ;  and  on  tbe  questioBy  ^  &hili 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  T  i 
was  determined  in  the  nefative— yeas  11,  mp 
83, as  follows: 

TaAS-4f assrs.  Bstbosr,  Csmpbal,  Ghsccb  Ftsmb- 
tin,  OuUsid,  HowsU,  Lseock,  Mmea  of  ViigiaM^ 
•rts,  Sanford,  and  Smith. 

Waxs  Msssffs.  Ashmna,  Brown,  Gondit,  Qaggcttt 
Ooldsbsioagh,  Honey,  Haatar,  King.  Maeoa,  Urn* 
of  New  Hsmnhirs,  Morow,  Noble,  Rogalso,  8tata 
Tail,  Talbot,  Thompsoa,  Tichsnor,  Tio«»,  Vafasa 
Welk,  WiUiams,  and  Wilson. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reptcaeatatirts 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  pnsaed  s  ^4 
antLiled  *'An  act  more  effectually  to  preserve  t^ 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  States  f  im  whick 
bill  they  sequestthe  concntrence  of  tbe  JSeaate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  caad|  and  pSHncd 
to  the  second  reading.  • 

Mr.  RouBTo,  from  the  Committee  of  Glaitss. 
pnrsuant  to  instructioiM,  reported  a  bill  for  ibe 
relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Ar  aold  Heaif 
Dohrman,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  aoi 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


TflnaanAY,  January  30. 

Mr.  SANPoan  gave  notice,  that  to^eaovrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  briqg  in  a  bill  to  provide  £k 
reports  and  decisions  of  .the.Sopreme  Court. 

Mr.  Mason,  or  Viiginia,  presented  the  petitiot 
of  Andrew  J.  Villard,  nrayiiv  remnaeratioo  kt 
property  desuoyed  by  nie  at  GteenlearaPoiAt,  it 
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the  Citf  of  Wasbtagtoo,  fn  Aa^st,  1814;  tt 
stated  in  the  petitioDy  which  was  read,  a  ad  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  eonaider  aod 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  MAaoMi  ot  Virginia,  ako  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jaeint  Laral.  late  of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  for  relief  in  the  settlement  of  bis 
aeoonnts,  in  eoaseqoence  of  his  Touchers  haflog 
been  destroyed  by  fire  in  Andrew  J.  Vi Hard's 
hoase  at  GreenleaPs  Point,  in  August,  1814,  as 
stared  in  the  petition  }  whieh  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  (he  same  eommtttee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  BaowN  presented  the  petition  of  Denis  de 
la  Rondi,  of  New  Orleaiis,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, praying  compensation  for  the  destruction  of 
ceriaia  property  by  order  of  Qeneral  Coffee^  in 
the  defenee  of  New  Orleans;  as  stated  ift  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read|Md  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims,  lo  eonsider  and  report  thereoo, 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

M  r.  Ta  LBOT,  from,  tlw  aomifeifCea  to  whoaa  the 
subject  was  referred^  reported  a  bill,  granting  a 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor;  and  the 
>ili  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 
lervice  of  their  masters,  was  read  the  second  thne. 

Tile  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  aod  chil- 
)ren  of  Arnold  Henry  Dobrman,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time* 

The  bill  to  amend  and  eiplain  '*Aa  act  giriog 
)enstoos  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons 
tlain  in  the  public  or  prifate  armed  vessels  of  the 
LJoited  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  more  eflectually  to 
preserve  thenentral  relations  of  the  United  Sutes," 
wns  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  re- 
lort  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
(Vhote,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
ict  to  amend  the  'act  authorizing  the  payment 
!br  property  lost,  eaptored,  or  destroyed  by  the 
^nerny,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uoi- 
led  States,  aod  for  other  purposes/  passed  the  9th 
of  April,  1816,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
aad  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Mabon,  of  New  Hampshire, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  tnstrvctloDs  so  to 
amend  the  same^  as  t«  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Commissioner  to  examine  all  testimony  relating 
to  claims  arising  under  the  9ch  section  of  the 
original  act,  and  report  the  facts  to  Congress  for 
their  determination. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  separate  Territorial  government  for  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Misstssippi  Territory;  and,  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  PasaioBRT  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  aad,  the  amendment 
having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill  to  proTidt  for 


the  due  ezecuiion  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  State  of  Indiana;  and,  the  bitt 
having  bees  amended,  the  PRcaiDUfT  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  aod,  tha  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  Uiird  tioae. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  prom|>t  settlement 
of  the  public  accounts  was  read  a  tbird  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  TicHBNOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  biU| 
directing  the  disebarce  of  Lewis  Olmstead  from, 
imprisonment;  and  the  bill  was  read,  aod  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committea  of  tha 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Am 
net  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Maleolai;"  and  the 
further  eonsidevaiioB  thereof  was  poalpofted  oalil 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  to  Committee  of  th* 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  to  repeal,  after  the  dose  of  the  present  sessioa 
of  CoBflPsss,  the  act  aatitled  'An  aat  to  ohange 
the  mode  of  compensation  to  tha  menbeas  fii  ton 
Senate  and  House  of  Represenutivea,  and  thn 
delegates  frona  Torritortes,*  passed  th«  19th  of 
March,  18i6.» 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Chacb,  to  strike  ont  the  pro- 
viso, as  follows:  "PnmMfed^o/iPcq^,  That  nothing 
*  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  reviva 
'  any  act  or  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repealed  or  sns- 
^  pended  by  the  act  hereby  repealed;"  it  was  da* 
termined  in  the  negative^yeas  11,  nays  22,  as 
follows: 

Tsas — Messrs.  Bsrbour»  Clises«  GoIdriMrani^ 
Mseon»  Mssen  of  New  Hsmpahko»  Maaon  of  Virgi^ 
Noble,  Rnggles^  Ssaiird,  Tieheaor,  and  Vamum. 

NATS*-Mesan.  Aahssua,  Ucown,  CampbeU,  Con» 
dit,  Daggstt,  Fromentio,  Qsiilsrd,  Hoiasj,  Howell» 
HanUr,  King,  Lsoock,  Morrow,  Koberts,  tteith«  StokM^ 
Talbot,  Tsi^  Thompson,  Troop,  WeUs,  snd  WiUians. 

No  amendment  having  been  agreed  to^  the 
Prbsioemt  reported  the  bill  to  tha  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

FaiOATy  Jaonary  31. 

The  Prbbidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  made  in  obedienec  to  the  provisions  of 
their  charter,  containing  an  aecovnt  of  their  ea- 
penditnreff,  with  a  statement  of  the  clear  preStfe 
thereof;  and  the  rejwrt  was  read. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  SAitvoan  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Stpreme  Court ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.WiLLtAiio,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Al&irs,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a 
bill  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Armf  of 
the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissaries  of  Subsistence ;  aod  the 
bill  was  read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  resding. 

The  bill  respecting  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons of  color  for  sale,  or  to  be  hdd  for  labor,  was 
read  the  second  time. 
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The  bill  graotiDg  a  peosioo  to  Commodore 
Richard  Taylor,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  dtreeiiog  the  discharge  of  Lewis  Olm- 
stead  from  imprisonment,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Martin,  and  others,  emigrants  from  France,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  of  namerooa  others  ex- 
pected in  the  United  Slates,  who  bare  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  settlement  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  in  this  eoootrf,  pray- 
ing for  permission  to  purchase  a  body  of  land 
suited  to  their  objects,  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  GoLOSBOBOUGB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  on  be- 
half of  the  representatives  of  Francis  Caxeau, 
made  a  report,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Betohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instmct- 
ed  to  report  a  Ull  authoiistng  the  payment  of  94S,- 
737  97,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Caaeau, 
late  merchant  at  Montreal*  or  to  his  assignee  or  attor- 
ney, or  other  pecsoB  iawAUly  eoastilated  and  empow- 
eied  to  receive  the  same. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *Ab  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stew- 
art, and  others  f*  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  Pbcsiobnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  directing  the 
dibcharge  of  William  Smith  from  imprisonment; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the 
Pbbsident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  It 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for. the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to.  the  Pbbbidbjit 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
10  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  wcalern 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  was  read  b  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bih  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  ^v- 
ernment  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  haviog  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrotted,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait, 
it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Bbown, 
and  Cbacb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  eiecution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  wiiliiQ  the  State  of  In- 
diana, having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correcily  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  filled,  1st,  1,000;  2d,  200;  and  3 J,  200. 

Retched^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  tide 


thereof  be,  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  doe  ex^ 
cution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stalea,  in  Be 
State  oriadiaBa." 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeml,  after  tk 
close  of  the  present  sessioB  of  CoBgresa,  the  ace. 
entitled  '  an  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compel- 
satioB  of  the  members  of  the  Setwte  aad  Bcmt 
of  Represenutives,  and  delegatca  from  Temi*- 
ries,'  passed  the  19th  of  March,  1816,'*  wu  resd 
a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daobbtt,  that  Che  fartke 
consideration  thereof  be  poatnoncd  to  the  4tt 
day  of  March  next,  it  waa  oetermiaed  in  ili 
negative — yeas  7,  nays 27,  as  follows: 

TBAa— Messi*.  Ashmnn,  Daggett,  GaSbrd,  Hai- 
tar,  Momw,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Measis.  Baibonr,  Brown,  CaaapUl,  Chaoe. 
Condit,  Promentin,  OoUabonrngh,  HofMr,  HowtU, 
King,  Lacoek,  Maeon,  Maaan  of  New  HaBfdkii% 
Maaon  of  Yiiginia,  NoUc^  Boherts,  Kaggka,  Su- 
ferd,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Tait,  ThompMs,  TicbMdC 
Ttoap,  Vamem,  WiUisBH,  aad  Wilsoa. 

Ob  the  questioB, "  Shall  this  bill  peas  V  it  w 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  27,  aayil, 
as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Mcssis.  Baibonr.  Brown,  Campball,  Cbo. 
Condit,  FromenttOy  Goldsbotoni^  Hofser,  Csf. 
Laeock,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampakire,  M im  of 
Virginia,  Morrow,  Noble,  Bobavta,  RogglM,  Stsfnii 
Stokea,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Ticheoor,  Tias^ 
Yamnm,  WiUiaina,  and  Wilaon. 

NATs-^Measrs.  Aahmnn,  Daggett,  CUiUard,  Hsv- 
ell.  Hunter,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Ruoloed^  That  this  bill  ^o  pass. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tki 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  nukiiur « 
appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of  the  uii- 
ted  States  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indiaa  tnVn 
for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned,  and  noamn^ 
meat  having  been  proposed,  the  PassinaiiT  l^ 
ported  the  bill  to  the  House;  and  it  was  orden^ 
to  be  engroesed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  reli^ 
of  John  Ha»let,  and  no  ameodmeot  hmving  brea 
agreed  to,  the  Pbbbiobht  reported  the  bill  toilit 
House ;  and  it  waa  ordered  to  be  eo^rossed,  asA 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  tbc 
Whole,  the  eooaideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  poBishment  of  crimes  and  offences  cotB- 
mitted  within  the  Indian  bonodariea,  and  m 
amendment  baring  been  agreed  to^  the  Paist* 
DBNT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  «od  it  vtf 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  e  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb< 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providiog 
for  the  division  of  certain  quarter  sectioos  i> 
future  sales  of  the  public  lands ;  and  no  ameod- 
meat  having;  been  agreed  to,  the  PBEatoBNT  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  esinblishiol 
the  aalariea  of  tbe  messeogera  in  the  Sxecutirfl 
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Departments ;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considerarion  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  explain  the  act  to  'authorize  certain  offi- 
cers and  other  persons  to  administer  oaths,'  ap- 
proved May  3, 1798,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  bj  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  and  the  amendments  haYinff  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  ameodM?"  it  waa  determined  in 
the  affirmatiTe. 

MASSACHUSETTS  PEACE  SOCDSTT. 

Mr.  VABNaM  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  Peace  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
represeniing  their  views  of  the  methods  '*  which 
may  diminish  the  frequency  or  circumscribe  the 
calamities  of  war,"  and  "  may  express  the  moat 
ooble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  peace 
on  earth,  and  good  will  to  man,"  and  soliciting 
the  attention  of  Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read.    It  is  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of^  Rmt' 
tenlathes  of  the  United  ^atee  ofAmenea  in  Con- 
greu  aeeembled* 

The  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Peace  So- 
detj  of  Massachusetts,  respectfully  repreeents : 

That  the  society  which  now  solicits  the  attention 
of  our  national  ralen^  was  instituted  ibr  the  single 
parposa  of  diffusing  pacific  and  benevolent  sentiments 
through  this  coontiy,  and  through  )he  world.  Im- 
pressed with  a  deep  end  sorrowibi  oonYietion  that  the 
spirit  ef  Christianity,  which  b  a  spirit  of  mercyi  peace, 
and  kind  affection,  is  imperfectly  undemtood ;  afflicted 
by  the  accumulated  miseries  and  extensive  desolations 
which  war  has  lately  spread  over  the  fairest,  most  fruit- 
ful, and  most  enlightened  regions  of  the  earth ;  and 
at  the  same  time  encouraged  by  many  decisive  proofii 
of  the  revival  of  purer  and  more  benevolent  principles 
among  Chriitian  nations,  your  memorialists  have  form- 
ed this  aasoeiation  with  theeolemn  and  deliberate  pur- 
pose of  co-operating  with  the  philanthropists  of  every 
coQQtry,  in  prosnoting  the  cause  of  peace  and  charity ; 
In  stripping  war  of  its  false  glorr*  and  in  uniting  dif- 
ferent communities  in  the  bonds  of  amity  and  mutual 
good  will.  We  are  sensible  that,  from  the  nature  of 
our  object,  it  is  chiefly  to  be  accompliahed  by  a  silent 
and  gradual  influence  on  the  minds  of  men,  and  ac- 
cordingly we  have  limited  our  operations  to  the  circu- 
lation of  useful  treatises^  in  which  the  pacific  spirit  of 
our  religiiHi  has  beeu  eihibited  with  clearness,  and  we 
hope  with  success.  We  believe,  however,  that  the 
preeent  moment  demands  a  dsparture  from  our  usual 
course,  and  wa  cheriah  the  hope,  that  by  an  applicalion 
to  the  Government  under  which  we  live«  important 
aervice  may  be  rendered  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

The  present  memorial  ii  founded  on  two  occur- 
rences, which  we  hail  as  auspicious  to  the  pacification 
of  the  world.  The  first  occurrence  to  which  we  refer  is, 
the  well  known  and  unprecedented  onion  of  several  of 
the  most  illostrious  Powers  of  Europe,  in  declaring 
before  *<  the  Universe  their  unwavering  determination 
to  adopt,  for  the  only  rale  of  their  conduct  both  in  the 
Adminiatrntion  of  thair  reapeelm  Stales,  and  in  their 


political  rdations  with  every  other  Government,  the 
precepts  of  christianiQry  the  precepts  of  justice,  of  char- 
ity, and  of  peace. 

The  second  occurrence  to  which  we  refer,  b  the  de- 
cided expression  of  pacific  sentiments  and  anticipa- 
tions in  the  condosion  of  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  his  oarting 
wishes  for  his  country  are  expressed  with  tenderness 
and  power.  In  this  remarkable  passage,  worthy  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  Christian  community,  he  ex- 
preases  his  conviction  that  '*  the  destined  career  of  his 
country  will  exhibit  a  Government,  which,  whilst  it 
refines  its  domestic  code  from  every  ingredient  not 
congenial  with  the  precepts  of  an  enlightened  age,, 
and  the  aentiments  of  a  virtuous  people,  seeks  by  sp- 
peals  to  reason,  and  by  its  liberal  examples,  to  infuse 
into  the  law  which  govenis  the  civilized  world,  a  spirit 
which  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  circumscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  meliorate  the  social  and 
beneficent  relations  of  peace;  a  Government,  in  a 
word,  whose  conduct,  within  and  without,  may  be- 
speak the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promot- 
ing peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to  man." 

Fvet — We  respectfully  solicit,  if  it  be  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  solemn 
profession  of  pacific  principles,  lately  made  by  several 
distinguished  sovereigns  of  Europe,  may  be  met  by  cor- 
responding professions  on  the  psirt  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment Whilst  we  are  sensible  that  a  melancholy 
discordance  has  oAen  existed  between  the  language 
and  the  conduct  of  rulers,  we  still  believe  that  the 
solemn  assertion  of  great  and  important  principles,  by 
men  of  diitinguished  rank  and  influence,  has  a  bene- 
ficial operation  on  society,  by  giving  to  these  principles 
an  increased  authority  over  the  consciences  of  those 
by  whom  they  are  professed ;  by  reviving  and  diffusing 
a  reverence  for  them  in  the  community,  and  by  thus 
exalting  the  standard  of  public  opinion,  that  invisible 
sovereign,  to  whose  power  the  most  absolute  prince  is 
often  compelled  to  bow,  end  to  which  ths  measures  of 
a  free  Government  are  entirely  subjected.  When  we 
consider  the  support  which  is  now  derived  to  war, 
from  the  perversion  of  public  sentiment,  we  ere  desir- 
ous that  our  Government  should  unite  with  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe  in  a  distinct  and  religons  acknowl- 
edgment of  those  principles  of  peace  and  charity,  on 
which  the  prosperity  of  States,  and  the  happiness  of 
forailies  and  individuals,  are  alike  auspended. 

Secondly — We  respectfully  solicit  that  Congreas 
will  institute  a  deliberate  inquiry,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  methods  by  which  this  Government 
msy  exert,  on  human  affairs,  that  happy  influence 
which  ii  anticipated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  the  methods  by  which  it  «  may  infuse  into 
the  law  which  governs  the  civilised  world,  a  pacific 
spirit,  may  diminish  the  frequency,  or  drenmscribe 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  may  express  ths  most  noble 
of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  man."  We  are  persuaded  that  a  Gov- 
ernment, sincerely  disposed  to  sustain  the  august  and 
sublime  character  which  is  here  described,  of  the  paci- 
ficator of  the  worid,  will  not  want  means  of  promoting 
its  end.  We  trust,  thst  under  the  persevering  and  well 
directed  efforts  of  such  a  Government,  milder  prinei- 

gles  would  be  introduced  into  the  conduct  of  national 
ostilities ;  that  the  reference  of  national  controversies 
to  en  impartial  umpire,  would  gradually  be  estsblished 
as  the  law  of  the  Christian  world;  and  that  national 
compacts  would  be  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reducing  the  •noraoua  and  ruinooa  extent  of  mlUtaqr 
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the  transporlaiion  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  on  moiion  by  Mr.  Hoa- 
8BT,  the  further  aoosideraiion  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Uniteb  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Representativee  of  the  United  Statee  .* 

The  Govenunent  of  ureal  Briuin,  induced  by  the 
poetara  of  the  relations  with  the  United  States  which 
succeeded  the  oondusioD  of  the  recent  commercial 
coDTentton,  issued  an  order  on  the  17th  day  of  August* 
1816,  discontinuing  the  discriminating  duties  payable 
in  British  ports  on  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
It  was  not  until  the  2Sd  of  December,  following,  that 
a  corresponding  discontinuance  of  discriminating  duties 
on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  in  American  ports, 
took  effect,  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive 
by  the  act  of  March,  1916.  During  the  period  be- 
tween those  two  dates  there  was,  consequently,  a  fiiilure 
of  reeiproeity  or  equality  in  the  existing  regulations 
of  the  two  countries.  I  recommend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congressy  the  expediency  of  paying  to  the 
British  Government  the  amount  of  duties  remitted, 
during  the  period  in  question,  to  citisens  of  the  United 
States ;  subject  to  a  deduction  of  the  amount  of  what- 
ever discriminating  dutiee  may. have  commenced  in 
British  poru,  after  the  signature  of  that  convention, 
and  been  collected  previous  to  the  17th  of  August,  1816. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FaamuAmT  3, 1817. 

The  Message  was  read. 
The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  op  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentatioee  of  tie  United  States: 

The  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plcnipoten- 
ttaiy  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  having  renewed, 
under  special  instructions  from  his  Government,  the 
claim  of  the  representative  of  Baron  de  Beaumarcbaia, 
for  one  million  of  livrcs,  which  were  debited  to  him 
in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  United 
States,  I  lay  before  Congress  copies  ot  the  memoir  on 
that  subject,  addressed  by  the  said  Envoy  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  8:  ate. 

Considering  that  the  sum  of  which  the  million  of 
livres  in  question  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous  grant 
from  the  French  Government  to  %ho  United  States, 
and  the  declaration  of  that  Government,  that  that  part 
of  the  grant  was  put  into  the  hands  of  M.  de-Besn- 
marchaia  as  ito  agent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  was  duly  accounted  for  by  him  to  the 
French  Government;  conaidering,  also,  the  concur- 
ring opinions  of  two  Attorneys  General  of  the  United 
Stotes,  that  the  said  debit  was  not  legally  sustainable 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I  recommend  the  case 
to  the  favorable  attention  of  the  Legislature,  whose 
authority  abnecan  finally  decide  on  it. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jasuaet  81,  1817. 

The  Message  and  accompaoyiDg  memoir  were 
fead. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 
Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  petition  of  Slnion 
Sarazin,  and  J.  B.  Aubert,  praying  compensation 
for  the  forcible  occupation  and  destruction  ol 


four  houses  in  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge,  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  United  States  troops,  in 
the  year  1811;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Ter- 
ritorial government  for  the  eastern  part  of  the 
MiKsissippi  Territory,  reported  the  same  with  aa 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbodb,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  more  effectuallf  to  preserve  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  Sutes,"  reported 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  TiCBENOB  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions for  consideration : 

ReaokfiBd,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  mod- 
ifying so  rondb  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing the  military  staff,  as  relates  to  hospital  sur- 
geons and  hospital  surgeons'  mates. 

Resolved^  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  reform  in  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  respecthig  the  allowance  and 
pay  of  private  servants  to  the  military  and  staff  offi- 
cers of  the  Armv,  in  order  to  place  them  on  a  man 
economical  establi^ment 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  new  district  for  survey- 
ing public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  graotfogf  a 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor,  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be-engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to '  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under 
their  command,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Besdoedf  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  **An  act  in  addition  to  *  an  kei  for  the 
relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patter- 
son, and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
command." 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  hoRi- 
piial  hurgeons  and  hospital  snrffeons'  mates,  ia 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  bavins  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed; 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that^they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  navigation  ot 
the  United  States;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
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should  ask  leare  to  bring  io  a  bill  authorizing;  a 
subseription  for  anaddiiiooal  Yoluroe  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribution 
thereof. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  '*Aq  act  concerning  the  pay  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Nary  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  roakio^  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  eertain  eJatms  lor  militia  services  to  the 
State  of  (xeorgia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents; 
the  bill  to  amend  and  explain  an  act  giving  pen- 
sions to  the  orphans  .and  widows  of  persons  slain 
io  the  public  or  private  armed  vesbcls  of  the 
United  Stales ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohronin, 
deceased,  were  severally  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed. 


Wedhbsdat,  February  5. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  eoocurrenee 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  tjie  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  nrovide 
for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  fur  instructing  iho  Military  Committee 
to  inqtiire  into  the  expediency  of  repeaiinz  or 
modttyiog  so  much  of  the  second  section  oi  the 
act  establishing  the  military  staff  as  relates  to 
hospital  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  and  of  a 
reform  io  the  provisions  of  the  laws  respecting 
the  allowance  and  pay  of  private  servants  to  the 
military  and  staff  officers  of  the  army,  in  order  to 
place  them  on  a  more  economical  establishment ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  incorporatie  the  members  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Institute  waa  read  the  second  time. 

Theeogrossed  bill  to  appoint  additional  pension 
agenu  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  and  explain  an 
act  givinff  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
persons  stain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dobrman,  de- 
ceased, was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  were 
filled,  first,  with  three  hundred ;  second,  with  one 
hundred. 

Besolced,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
sod  children  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrmao,  de- 
ceased." 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore 
Richard  Taylor,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  speqial  order  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consiiteration 
of  the  blU  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 


service  of  their  masters;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Smith,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
tO'morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  the 
discharge  of  Lewis  Olmsted  from  imprisonment; 
and  no  amendment  haviuff  been  agreed  to,  the 
Pbbbidbnt  reported  the  bin  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ^- 
vision  for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  eom- 
missaries  of  subsistence ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Haroiic,  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Robebts  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription fur  an  additional  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States. and  for  the  distribution  thereof; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

PETITtON  OP  SARAH  DBWEES. 

Mr.  Robbbtb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  deferred  the  petition  of  Sarah  De- 
wees,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  they  find  it  to  be  the  object  of  the  petitioner  to 
obtain  indemnity  for  bnildings,  the  property  of  her  late 
hasbaod,  destroyed  by  the  public  enemy  while  occu- 
pied, under  the  authority  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  place  of  regular  military  de* 
posite  at  the  Valley  Forge,  in  the  year  1777. 

The  petitioner  refovs  to  a  report  of  a  select  eomioit> 
tee,  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  1 1th 
of  February,  1794,00  the  petition  of  her  late  husband^ 
Colonel  William  Dewees.  That  report  sets  forth ; 
*  that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  petition  are  satis- 
factorily established ;  that  it  appean  the  property  waa 
taken  for  poblie  use,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  remon- 
strances of  the  petitioner;  that  the  dilef  part  of  hia 
buildings  were  occupied  as  a  deposite  fbr  militaij 
stores,  where  a  part  continued  until  the  approach  of  the 
enemy ;  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  he  consumed 
the  stores  with  the  building ;  that  the  destruction  of  the 
said  property  is  to  be  ascribed  wholly  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  mUitary  stores  being  there  deposited,  aa 
none  of  the  buildings  in  the  vicinity  sofiered  in  like 
manner ;  and  that  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  not 
barred  by  any  act  of  limiution,  having  been  exhibited 
at  the  Treasury  within  the  period  limited  by  those 
acta." 

The  above-dted  report  concludes  with  a  reaolotioa 
to  bring  m  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  appear  td  have  reported  the 
resolution  negatived,  which  report  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

From  that  time  until  the  death  of  Colonel  Dewees» 
embarraased  circumstances,  consequent  on  the  loss  of 
his  property  and  great  infirmity  of  body,  prevented  him 
frbm  prosecuting  his  claim.  In  1811,  the  petitioner 
petitioned  Congress.  Her  vouchers  were  then  on  the 
files  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  which  now 
appear  to  have  been  destroyed  in  the  confiagratioa  of 
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the  traosportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  on  molioo  by  Mr.  Hos- 
8BT,  the  further  aoosideratioD  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Uhiter  States  : 

To  ike  Senate  and  Haiue  of 

MeprueniaHoeM  of  ike  IhUUd  StaUe.- 

The  Govenment  of  Great  Britain,  indaced  by  the 
poatora  of  the  relations  with  tha  United  Blatea  which 
succeeded  tha  condnsion  of  the  recent  commercial 
coDTcntion,  issued  an  order  on  the  17th  day  of  Augustt 
1816,  discontinuing  the  diaeriminating  dotiea  payable 
in  British  ports  on  American  ▼easels  and  their  cargoes. 
It  was  not  untfl  the  SSd  of  December,  following^  that 
'  a  corresponding  diacontinuance  <tf  diaeriminating  dutiea 
en  British  ▼esMia  and  tbdr  cargoes,  in  American  ports, 
took  alfiBct,  under  the  authority  nested  in  the  Executive 
by  the  aetoi  March,  1816.  During  the  period  be- 
tween those  two  dates  there  was,  consequently,  a  fiuhnu 
of  redproeity  or  equality  in  the  existing  regulaUons 
•f  the  two  countriaSi  I  reconmand  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  the  expedieacjof  paying  to  the 
British  Govammant  the  amount  of  duties  remitted, 
during  the  period  in  question,  to  dtisens  of  the  United 
Qtalas ;  aulgect  to  a  deduction  of  the  amount  of  what- 
e?er  discriminating  duciea  may  have  commenced  in 
British  ports,  after  the  aignatnre  of  that  convention, 
and  been  collected  previoua  to  the  17th  of  August,  1815. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FaamuAmT  3, 1817. 

The  Message  was  read. 
The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  op  tbb  United  States  : 

7b  ike  SeiuUe  amd  House  of 

BepreeentoHvea  of  the  United  SUUes: 

The  Envoy  Extrsordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tianr  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  having  renewed, 
under  special  instructions  from  his  Government,  the 
claim  of  the  representative  of  Baron  de  Beaumarcbaia, 
for  one  million  of  livres,  which  were  debited  to  him 
in  the  settlement  of  hii  accounts  with  the  United 
States,  I  lay  before  Congress  copies  ot  the  memoir  on 
that  subject,  addressed  by  the  said  Envoy  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  S:  ate. 

Considering  that  the  sum  of  wbicb  the  million  of 
livres  in  question  made  a  part,  was  a  gratuitous  grant 
from  the  French  Government  to  |he  United  States, 
and  the  declaration  of  that  Government,  that  that  part 
of  the  grant  was  put  into  the  hands  of  M.  de  Bean- 
marchaia  aa  its  agent,  not  as  the  agent  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  duly  accounted  for  by  him  to  the 
French  Government;  considering,  also,  the  concur- 
nag  opinions  of  two  Attorneys  General  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  said  debit  was  not  legally  sustainable 
in  behalf  of  the  United  Sutsa,  I  recommend  the  case 
to  the  iavotable  attention  of  the  Legislature,  whose 
authority  abneean  finally  decide  on  it. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Javvabt  81, 1817. 

The  Message  and  accompaoyiog  memoir  were 
read. 


ToESDAY,  February  4. 
Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  petidon  of  Simon 
8ara2io,  and  J.  B.  Aabert,  praying  com peosatioo 
for  the  forcible  occapation  and  destraction  ol 


four  houses  in  the  town  of  Baton  Rooge,  br : 
officer  commanding  the  United  Stmtea  troopi : 
tbe  year  1811 ;  and  the  petition  waa  reaii: 
referred  to  the  Coromirtee  of  Claima,  to  coiui£ 
and  report  thereon  br  bill  or  other wiae. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whomvi 
recommtiied  the  bill  to  eatablish  a  separate  7e 
riiorial  government  for  the  eastera  part  of  J 
Mississippi  Territory,  reported  the  same  wixiii 
amendment ;  which  waa  read. 

Mr.  BAaBOUE,  from  the  Committee  oa  ?p 
eigo  Relations,  to  whom  was  relerred  the  t 
entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  preaerves' 
oeniral  relations  of  the  United  Btalcs,"  repors 
it  with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  TiCBEifoa  submitted  the  foUowiog  m 
tioos  for  coniUderatioo : 

Bteohed,  That  the  Military  Coa»ittaa  be 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  espediency  of  nqwialim  < 
lining  so  much  of  the  second  eectioB  of  the 
tablidiing  the  military  ataff,  as  reUlaa  to 
geona  and  hospital  surgeons*  mates. 

Reeohed,  That  the  Militanr  Committee  be 
ed  10  inquirs  into  the  expediency  of  a  refcia 
provisions  oi  the  laws  respeetfaig  tiM 
pay  of  private  servsnts  to  the  militafy  and 
oers  of  the  Arm^,  in  order  to  place 


sd» 


ail 

oi! 


Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jaetnt  Larai  wi 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasiderarfon  of  a 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  instructing  tbe  Cos 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  tbeexp 
diency  of  establishing  a  new  district  for  sDrRT- 
ing  public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tenoesff 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  c('t 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  gras^a^< 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor,  std  t!ie 
^  bill  hsving  been  amended,  the  PBEsiDcrr  it 
ported  it  to  the  House  accordiofly  ;  and  it  «* 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitTinl  ^'An  act  in  addition  to 'soar- 
for  tbe  relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  oo^ 
their  command,**  having  been  reported  by  t^ 
committee  correctly  eogroased,  was  read  a  iblri 
time,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Bemdoedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  ti* 
thereof  be,  ''An  act  in  addition  to '  an  act  forix 
relief  of  George  T.  Roes  and  Daniel  T.  Psttf^ 
son,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  the' 
command.** 

The  bill  authorising  the  appointment  of  h<» 
piial  surgeons  and  hospital  surgeons*  matn^ 
tbe  Navy  of  the  United  States,  bavinff  beee'^ 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daooett,  it  was  recommitu 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  further < 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Hou^of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bH 
entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  navigatios  i 
tbe  United  States;**  in  which  bill  they  reqoe 
tbe  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  Robbete  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  i 
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transmiiced  and  prayed  tQ  be.  reetiTed  aa  pait  of 
this  report;  and  the  report  was  read* 

Mr.  QoLDejiOROVGQ,  froia  the  Oomoiittee  of 
Cbkima,  pniauaAt  to  iMtroet^OB,  reported  a  bUl 
for  the  benefit  of  tbe  legtA  repreaentatives  of 
Francis  Gnzeau,  late  merobant  of  Montreal;  and 
the  bill  was  read,aad  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  MaboHi  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  ship  owaersi  and  others  interested 
in  foreign  commerce,  in  the  town  of  Portsmouthi 
and  State  ol  New  Hampshirci  representing  that, 
in  eoneequeace  of  the  measures  adopted  by  for- 
eign nations  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  nafi* 
fation,  the  ship  owners  of  the  United  States  are 
eprired  of  an  eqaal  and  fair  pikrtieipation  in  the 
carrying  and  West  India  trade;  that  althoogh 
the  amoont  of  tonnage  has  greatly  increesed  since 
the  year  1806^  yet  the  employment  of  it  has  de^ 
dined  in  a  degree  highly  alarming  to  all  who, 
like  themselyes,  depend  on  navigation  for  their 
support  and  pr«>sperity ;  and  praymg  the  adoption 
of  such  regulations  as  n)ay  reliere  tne  navigation 
of  the  United  States  from  its  present  emnirass^ 
meat ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  tbe  CosaxikiiUe  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  RuGOLSS  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Reed  and  others,  praying  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  on  which  thej  hare 
erected  certain  improyements,  as  stated  m  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  tbe  Public  ijands^  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RuoGLES  offered  instructions  from  the  Le-» 
gislatnre  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  their  Senators, 
to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
Jaw  of  Congress  giving  the  inhabitants  on  the 
United  States'  reservation,  at  Lower  Sandusky. 
tbe  pre-emption  right  to  such  part  or  portion  ot 
said  reservation  as  will  secure  to  said  inhabitants 
their  improTements,  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  appear  reasonable  and  just ;  and 
moved  that  the^  be  received  and  read,  which 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  .  Whereupon, 

Mr.  WiLsoii  submittea  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohedt  Thai  the  Senate  deem  it  inexpedient  that 
instmetions  from  s  State  Le^^ilature,  to  tne  Senators 
from  inch  State,  should  be  reeeiTed  and  filed  in  the 
Sensts. 

On  motion,  by  Ms.  Daooitt,  the  eoaaaiittee 
appointed  to  iMoire  into  the  expediency  of  re* 
pealing  er  modifying  the  law  entitled,  ^An  aet 
to  change  the  modeof  eompeneation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fikoate  and  Honse  ofRepresentativea 
and  delegates  from  Territories,''  were  diseimrgea 
frook  tbe  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  HAnnm  submitted  the  following,  motion 
for  consideration : 

Seaohfed,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Penmm  be  ior 
ftraeted  to  inqniie  into  the  expedienqr  of  gianting 
pensioiis  to  the  in£uil  children  of  Csptun  James  Lo- 
gin, the  Shawnee  chie(  who  M  in  the  service  of  the 
pnited  States,  in  the  late  wsr  with  Oieat  9ritein,  with 
letTe  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  Monnowifrom  the>Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  sul]ject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  makinff  reservation  of  certain  public 
lands  to  supply  tiniber  for  naval  purposes;  and 
the  bill  wes  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mil,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  theactanihOrizing 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de* 
stroyed  by  tbe  enemy,  while  fn  the  military  seri* 
Yice  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  9th  of  April, 
1816  f*  and  tbe  bill  having  been  further  amended, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daogbtt.  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YaA»— Mesas.  Ashmnn,  Barbour,  Brown,  DsggeU, 
Piomentin»  Cbldsboiongh,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Mason  of  VirgiBia,  Noble,  Boggles,  Talbot* 
Tiehenor,  sad  WiUians. 

NATs—Messis.  Campbell,  Condit,Oailhir4,  Howell^ 
Lacock,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mooow, 
Roberti^  Sanfixrd,  Smith,  Tait,  TayLr,  Thompson, 
Troup,  Vamnm,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  new  section,  on  the  question,  "Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  £termined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment ;"  in  which  bill  they  request.the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  twice,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  * 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
Yision  for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing- the  appointment  of  com- 
missaries of  subsistence ;  and  on  motiouj  by.  Mc 
WiLMAXs,  the  further  consideration  thereoi  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  messengers  in  tbe  Executive 
Departments;  and  on  motion,  byMr.  YAnNUiiL 
the  further  consideration  thereof  wa^  postpooea 
until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  more  efiectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations;  and  on  motion,  by  Bit. 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponea  until  Monday  next* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jacint  Laval ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 

agreed  to,  the  PnasinfiNT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
ouse,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resqmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo* 
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rate  the  members  of  the  Columbian  Inniitute ;  and 
on  molioD.  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  VirgiDia,  the  fur- 
ther consideratioQ  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  E. 
Boyd,  of  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ^1,374  35  in  the  set- 
tlement of  his  account,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
ibereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Monday,  February  10. 

The  credentials  of  John  Williams,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  BzecutiYe  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
arssee,  to  hold  said  appointment  from  the  4th  day 
•of  March  next,  oatil  tne  meeting  of  the  next  ses* 
aion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  were 
presented ;  and  the  credentials  were  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Mr.  AsBMUN  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis 
charged  from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  the  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cas- 
tine,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  upon  the  re- 
occupation  of  that  place  by  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred. to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Shu  brick  and  others,  officers  of  the  late 
United  Slates  brig  Chippewa,  stating  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  said  brig,  they  had  bten 
deprived  oi  their  clothing  and  personal  property, 
•  and  praying  remuneration  therefor;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,"'  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 

Sin  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
ouse  of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presidt^nt  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  noti- 
fying the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

Messrs.  Macon  and  Tait  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TiCBtROR  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D.  Follett,  of  Burlington,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, praying  the  remission  of  a  fine  incurred 
mder  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, as  stated  in  the  petition^  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  Francis 
Henderson  and  family,  heirs  and  representatives 
of  John  Laurens,  deceased,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel 
in  the  Army  of  tne  United  Sutes,  and  some  time 


commissioned  by  Congress  special  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  France,  praying  the  allowance  of  a 
certain  claim  exhibited  in  the  memorial,  with 
provision  for  the  dispharse  thereof:  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  biU 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aecoad 
reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 
surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and. the  sale  of  certain  lands 
therein  described;  and  the  bill  ^as  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoRBRTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  th^  petition  of  Joseph  W. 
Page,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  following 
resolution*: 

JUiohtedt  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vrith- 
draw  his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment  for 
propertjr  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  oC 
April,  1816,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barrour,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  hospiral  surffeons  and 
hospital  surgeons'  mates  in  the;Navv  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  it  with  an  amendment  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Chacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

'  Mr.  Hardin  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raokedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  , 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establiihtng  a  pout  office  at,  and  a  post 
route  through,  the  town  of  Bedford,  in  the  eonntj  of 
Gallatin,  and  State  of  Kentnckyy  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mt,  Taylor  presented  the  petition  t)f  G.  W. 
Johnson  and  others,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  lands,  held  under  the  original  grantees 
from  the  French  Court  of  Viocennes,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoGGLBs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 
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Rttoloedt  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lande  be 
instracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision,  bj  law,  for  granting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tiona  to  the  inhabitants  lettled  on  the  reservation  at 
Sandaskjr,  in  ^e  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Taylor  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
for  coDsideraiion : 

Retokedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Poet  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  following  post  routes,  viz : 
from  Corydon*  by  Shoemaker's,  Troy,  Mount  Duval, 
Darlington,  and  tSvansville,  to  Harmony ;  from  Cory* 
don,  by  GreenviUe  and  Fredericksburg,  to  Salem ; 
and  from  Vincennes,  by  Princeton  and  Evansville,  to 
Henderson ville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chacb  sabmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

XtBolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inqaire  mto  the  expediency  of  continuing 
in  force,  after  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act 
passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1815,  entitled  '*  An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnagCy"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Barboor  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
for  constderatioo: 


Ruohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Finanoe  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  passed  April  19,  1816,  entiUed  •«  An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of 
those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,"  so  &r  ss  to  exempt  the  distillation 
of  spirituous  liquors  exclusively  made  of  fruit  from  the 
operation  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoDsidenUion  of  the 
motioD  of  the  7ih  instanr,  "that  the  Senate  deem 
it  inexpedient  that  instroctioos  from  a  State 
Legislatare  to  the  Senators  from  sach  State 
should  be  received  and  filed  in  the  Senate;*'  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire. 
the  further  consideratiun  thereof  was  postpooea 
until  the  fifi^  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  7th  instant,  for  instractiog  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  pensions  to  the  infant  chil- 
dren of  Captain  James  Logan,  a  Shawnee  chief, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

T|ke  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Francis  Cazeao,  late  merchant  of  Mon- 
treal, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  \  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smitb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
eoiiiled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Park  Holland;*' 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  set  apart  and 
pledge  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ment the  6ofitM  of. the  National  Bank, and  the 
I3aited  Slates  share  of  its  dividends :"  in  which 


bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
.severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  re>umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  (he  bill  bavins  been 
amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hardin,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  makiov  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com* 
missioners  of  subsistence.  And,  after  progress, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Ticbbnor,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lacocc  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUnkedf  That  the  Presidsnt  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate — 

1st.  The  number  of  complete  rations  and  parts  of 
rations  issued  by  the  comnussariesof  the  northwestern 
armj  from  the  1st  of  September,  181S,  to  the  81st  of 
May,  1813. 

2d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts*  of  rations 
issued  by  the  contractors  for  the  same  period. 

8d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parte  of  latioiiia 
issued  by  the  commissaries  to  said  army  firom  the  81st 
of  May,  1813,  to  the  81st  of  June,  1814. 

4th.  The  nnmber  of  rations  and  parts  of  lationa 
issned  by  the  oontcaetors  for  the  aame  period. 

6th*  The  amoont  of  provisioos  bought  by  the  com- 
missaries and  public  agents  for  said  army  for  each  of 
the  periods  aforesaid,  the  whole  expense  of  such  par^ 
chsses,  with  the  wages  paid  to  commiMaries  and 
agents.  The  expense  of  transportation,  and  all  inci- 
dental expenses  incurred  by  this  mode  of  supplying 
the  Army. 

6th.  The  whole  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors for  supplying  the  Army  for  each  of  the  periods 
aforesaid. 

7th.  The  whole  amount  of  provisions  turned  over 
by  the  contractors  on  the  1st  of  June,  1814,  to  th^ 
United  States,  and  by  the  United  States  to  other  con- 
tractors within  that  year. 

8th.  The  amount  of  money  advanced  in  the  WinUr 
of  1814  and  1810,  by  order  of  General  Macomb,  at 
Detroit,  to  the  commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing provisions,  on  the  allegation  of  an  anticipated 
failure  by  the  contractors.  The  amount  of  money  ao- 
tnaily  paid  in  the  purchase  of  such  provisions,  with  a 
detailed  aooouat,  as  for  as  practicable,  of  the  price  of 
the  dlfierent  articles. 

9th.  The  amoant  of  the  last  mentioned  provisions 
delivered  to  the  oontractois,  or  iMued  to  the  Army, 
particularizing  in  each  case. 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  foUowiag  motion  for 
consideration : 

Jtaolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  land  office  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of 
Indiana. 


TuESOAT,  February  11. 

Mr.  Troup  submitted  the  followiog  motion  for 
consideration  i 


107 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS* 


Iffi 


Bbnatb. 


Proeeedingt, 


Febboart,  1617. 


late  theinembersof  tfaeColurobiao  losiitate;  tod 
on  motioD.  by  Mr.  Ma80N,  of  Virgioia,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  '  aotil 
Thumday  next. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  E. 
Boyd,  of  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maioe,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  $1,374  35  io  the  set- 
tlement of  bis  accoant,  for  reasons  stated  in  ibe 
petition  {  which  wss  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


MoMDAT,  February  10. 

The  credentials  of  Jfonii  Williams,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  BzecutiYe  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
aessee,  to  bold  said  apnoiotment  from  the  4tb  day 
•of  March  next,  nmil  tne  meetioff  of  the  oext  ses- 
aion  of  the  General  Assemblj  of  that  State,  were 
presented ;  and  the  credentials  were  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

Mr.  AsBMUN  presented  the  petition  of  Samnel 
Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis 
charged  from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  the  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cas- 
tine,  in  the  State  of  Massachnsetts,  unon  the  re- 
occupation  of  that  place  by  the  Uniua  Sutes,  un- 
der the  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred. to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fromertin  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Shu  brick  and  others,  officers  of  the  late 
United  States  brig  Chippewa,  stating  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  said  brig,  they  bad  been 
deprived  of  their  clothing  and  personal  property, 
•  and  praying  remuneration  therefor;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Baebour,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
<*An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Btates,"^  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 

Sin  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
ouse  of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  noti- 
fying the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

Messrs.  Macon  and  Tait  were  appointed  the 
committee  qq  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TicBfeROR  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D.  Foliett,  of  Burlington,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, praying  the  remission  of  a  fine  incurred 
under  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, as  stated  in  the  petition  \  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  Francis 
Henderson  and  family,  heirs  and  representatives 
of  Juhn  Laurens,  deceased,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  some  time 


commissioned  by  Congress  special  Minister  e 
the  Court  of  France,  pra|[ing  the  allowance  of  i 
certain  claim  exhibited  in  the  memorial,  wu: 
provision  for  the  diapbarce  thereof;  mod  the  ok- 
mortal  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commirae 
of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  tL 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fob* 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  the  sabjeet  was  referred,  r^ 
ported  a  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispoae  of  certaii 
public  lands  for  the  eocoaragement  of  the  culu* 
vat  ion  of  the  vine  and  other  exotic  planu  tbereot 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasaed  to  the  secsH 
reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  eonmittee^  ab 
reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  appoiatoienc  oft 
surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  nortbera  part  of  tii 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  iaoi 
therein  described;  and  the  bill  was  read,  an 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  R0RBRT8,  from  the  uoramittce  of  Claia^ 
to  whom  was  referred  tb^  petition  of  Joseph  W. 
Page,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  foUavi^f 
resolmion*: 

Ee$ohsei^  That  the  peHtianer  have  laave  to  mA- 
draw  his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa  let 
to  amend  the  act  '  autborlziag  the  payment  f« 
propertjT  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  ibe  eoe- 
my,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uotici 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  i 
April,  1816,''  having  been  reported  by  the  cob* 
mittee  correctly  engroased.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  wis 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ttie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval  waireai 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  antbor* 
izing  the  appointment  of  hospital  surgeons  sod 
hospital  surgeons'  mates  in  the.Navv  of  the  Uti- 
ted  States,  reported  it  with  an  amendment,  whic^ 
was  read. 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supretne 
Court,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

>  Mr.  Haroin  aubmitted  the  Ibllowiag  oaotioa 
for  consideration : 

Ruokei,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Peat  Oebi 
and  Post  Roads  be  instmcted  to  inqoire  into  the  o? 
psdiency  of  establishing  a  post  olBoe  at,  and  a  poii 
route  thraugh,  the  town  of  Bsdibrd,  in  the  coonty  i 
Gallatin,  and  State  of  Kentucky^  with  leave  to  lepoei 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  G.  "W 
Johnson  and  others,  praying  compensation  f^ 
certain  lands,  held  under  the  original  grantee 
from  the  French  Court  of  Vincennes,  as  state 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  I 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consid^ 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  KnoGLBS  submitted  the  following  motic 
for  consideration: 
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Ruolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lande  be 
nstmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
irovision,  by  law,  for  granting  the  right  of  pre-erop- 
ions  to  the  inhabitants  lettled  on  the  reaervation  at 
Sandusky,  in  th«  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  moiion 
or  coDsideratioo : 

Beaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
md  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
lediency  of  establishing  the  following  pott  routes,  vis : 
rem  Corydon,  by  Shoemaker's,  Troy,  Mount  Duval, 
)arlingtoa,  and  Ilvansville,  to  Harmony ;  from  Cory- 
Ion,  by  Greenville  and  Fredericksburg,  to  Salem ; 
ind  from  Vincennes,  by  Princeton  and  Evansville,  to 
lendereonville,  in-  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that 
he  J  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chacb  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

JUaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing 
1  force,  after  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act 
assed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1815,  entitled  **  An 
et  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
nports  and  tonnage/'  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
therwise. 

Mr.  Barbour  sabmitted  the  following  motion 
)r  coDsideratioD: 

Euohedi  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
le  law  passed  AprU  19,  1816,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
bolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within 
le  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of 
lose  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
;»iritaous  liquors,"  so  £ir.as  to  exempt  the  distillation 
f  spirituous  liquors  exclusively  made  of  fruit  from  the 
peration  ot  the  act  aforesaid. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considenMion  of  the 
lotioo  of  the  7(h  instaor,  "that  the  Senate  deem 
.  inexpedient  that  instroctiona  from  a  State 
«egislatare  to  the  Senators  from  such  State 
tiould  be  received  and  filed  in  the  Senate;*'  and, 
Q  motion  by  Mr;  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
be  further  consideration  thereof  was  postpouea 
.mil  the  fifUi  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
lotion  of  the  7th  instant^  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
lieacy  of  granting  pensions  to  the  infant  cbil* 
Ireu  of  Captain  James  Logan,  a  Shawnee  chief, 
ind  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  representa- 
ives  of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  of  Mon- 
treal, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
)iil  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
>f  their  masters,  together  with  the  amendments 
)roposed  thereto ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith, 
he  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
mtil  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
intiiled  "An  act  for  ihe  relief  ot  Park  Holland;" 
ilso,  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  set  apart  and 
pledge  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
mept  the  wmuM  of. the  Naiiooal  Banit,  aod  the 
United  States  share  of  its  dividends :''  in  which 


bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
»everally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  traosportatioQ  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor;  and  the  bill  havios  been 
amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hardin,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to« 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  makioff  pro- 
vision for  subsisting  the  Armjr  of  the  United 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com* 
missiobers  of  subsistence.  And,  after  progres8| 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Ticbbnor,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate— 

let.  The  number  of  complete  rations  and  parts  of 
rations  issued  by  the  commisiaries  of  the  northweatem 
army  from  the  1st  of  September,  181S,  to  the  81at  of 
May,  1813. 

2d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts-  of  rattona 
issued  by  the  contractors  for  the  same  period. 

3d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  laticsis 
issued  by  the  commissaries  to  said  army  firom  the  81st 
of  May,  1813,  lo  the  8lst  of  June,  1814. 

4th.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  latiom 
issued  by  the  oontcaeiors  for  the  same  period. 

6th.  The  amount  of  provisions  bought  by  the  con* 
missaries  and  publie  agents  for  said  army  for  sach  ot 
the  periods  aforesaid,  the  whole  ezpenae  of  auch  pui^ 
chaaes,  with  the  wages  paid  to  commissaries  and 
agents.  The  expense  of  transportation,  and  all  inci- 
dental expenses  incurred  by  this  mode  of  supplying 
the  Army. 

6th.  The  whole  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors for  supplying  the  Army  for  each  of  the  periods 
aforesaid. 

7th.  The  whole  amount  of  provirions  turned  over 
bv  the  contractors  on  the  1st  of  June,  1814,  to  tfi^ 
United  Sutes,  and  by  the  United  States  to  other  con- 
traeton  within  that  year. 

8ch.  The  amount  of  money  advanced  in  the  Winter 
of  1814  and  1810,  by  order  of  General  Macomb,  at 
Detroit,  to  the  commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing prolusions,  on  the  allegation  of  an  anticipated 
failure  by  the  contractora.  The  amount  of  money  ao- 
tnally  paid  in  the  puichase  of  such  provisions,  with  a 
detailed  aooount,  as  for  aa  practicable,  of  the  price  of 
the  difbrent  artidea. 

9th.  The  amount  of  the  last  mentioned  provjsiona 
delivered  to  the  contractora,  or  issued  to  (he  Arm/j 
particulariaing  in, each  case. 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Jtaoivedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  land  office  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of 
Indiana. 


Tuesday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Troup  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideratipn : 
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Ruohedt  That  the  CommittM  on  Commnoe  and 
ManufiictiirM  be  inetracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  eetabliahing,  by  law,  the  town  of  Barien,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  aa  a  port  of  entry. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Page.  Where- 
upon,  ■ 

Readved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  submitted  by  Mr, 
1? ATLOR,  for  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  certain  post  routes,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  insunt,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  in  force,  after  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  bili^  entitled  '^An  act  fur- 
ther to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnages"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Btotioo  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  OB  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dienojf  of  exempting  from  duties  the  diatiliation 
of  spiritttouB  liqaors  exdusirely  made  of  fruit ; 
and,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
MRnined  in  the  ncf^stive. 

Mr.  MAoo!f|from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
on  the  10th  iBstcttt  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  uotifying' 
the  persons  elected  of  their  election,  reported  in 
part  the  following  resolutioUi  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to: 

JBeJoJbed»  That  the  two  Housse  shall  assemble  m 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea  on  Wed* 
nesday  next,  at  13  o'clock;  that  one  person  be  ap- 
pointed ar  tellei^  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^  to  make  a 
Usl  of  votes  as  they  shall  be  declared;  that  the  result 
ahaU  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who 
shall  announce  the  state  of  the  votes^  and  the  persons 
eUcted  to  the  two  Housse  aasembled  as  aforesaid, 
whish  shall  be  deesDed  a  declaration  of  the  persona 
elected  President  and  Vice  PresideBty  andy  together 
«Uh  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  Ae  Jooxnsls  of 
the  two  Hbuses. 

Ordertd^  That  Mr.  Maooh  be  anpointed  teller 
on  ths  part  of  tha  S«nate^  agreeably  to  the  fore* 
going  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBBtiL,  from  the  Comipittee  ob  Fi- 
naiiee,  who  wefe  instrueted,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  so 
altering  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on  carriages  as 
to  exempt  from  its  operation  any  carriage  which 
ia  usually  and  chiefly  employed  in  huslMmdry,  or 
for  the  tiunsnortation  or  carrying  of  goods,  re* 
ported  the  following  reaolutioB :  which  was  read : 

Raohedf  Thst  it  is  not  expedient,  at  present,  to 
alter  the  law  imposing  a  dnty  on  carriages,  so  as  to 
exempt  from  doty^  any  carriage  which  is  usually  and 
chiefly  empknred  in  husband;^,  or  for  transportation 
or  carriage  of  goods. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from. the  same  committee,  who 


were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act, 
entitled,  "An  act  increasing  the  compensation  al- 
lowed the  Sergeant-ai-Arms  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatires,"  ap- 
proved March  13th,  1815,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  wi»  read: 

MtBohtd,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  rejwal  the  ad, 
entitled,  *'An  act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
the  Sergeant-at'Arma  of  the  Senate  and  Honae  of 
Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Ssd- 
ate  and  House  of  Representative^''^  approved  IM 
March,  1815. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  10th  instant,  by  Mr.  Hab- 
oiN,  which  was  modified,  and  agreed  to  as  foi- 
ows:    ' 

ReBolved^  That  the  Comorittee  on  the  Post 
Ofllce  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishinga  post  route 
from  Port  William,  in  the  State  oflCentocky,  by 
Bedford  to  Newcastle,  iu  the  said  State. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  10th  instant,  bv  Mr.  La- 
COCK,  for  requesting  the  President  of  tne  United 
States  to  cause  to  to  laid  before  the  Senate  cer- 
tain information,  in  relation  to  certain  commis- 
saries aad  eoBtraciOffs,  supplying  the  army ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considers tton  of  the 
motion  of  the  19th  instant,  for  instrucrio^  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  land  office  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  tht 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  by  law.  for 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  innahi- 
tants  settled  on  the  reservation  at  Sandusky,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  making  reservation  of  certain  public 
lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  biil  entitled,  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Park  Holland,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
refierred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled,  ^An  act  to  set  apart  and 
pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ments, the  bonus  of  the  National  Bank,  and  the 
United  States'  share  of  its  dividends,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  entitled, 
'^An  act  to  amend  the  act, '  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyea  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States^'  passed  the  9th  day  of  April,  1816," 
as  amended,  it  was  det^mined  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 30,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Baibour,  Brown,  Chaoe, 
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SlNAVB« 


Daggellp  DtBft.  FrooKmliii,  GoMiboiDiffh»  Hibmb^ 
Eftrdin,  Howell,  Hantor,  King*  NoUa,  Boggle^  San^ 
ford,  StolLM,  Tftlbot,  Tkhioor,  tod  WiUiaoM. 

Nats— Me«n*  CamDbdl,  Condit,  G«ilJ«rd,  Li^ 
Boek,  Maeoii»  Mmob  cv  New  Hampehire,  Monow, 
Sobortf,  Smithy  Tait»  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Troup,  Var- 
nmn,  and  WUson. 

Mr.  Laoook  also  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
>n  the  motion  tOBtrilce  out  the  first  section  of  the 
^ill ;  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr.  Yarnum,  it  having 
^n  agreed  to  take  the  qneaiion  br  yeaa  and  nays 
-«on  mntion  by  Mr.  Ma80H,  of  New  Hampshirei 
ihe  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned anijf  Thursday  next 

A  messaffe  from  the  Moose  of  Represcntajurea 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  concur  in  the 
resolation  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
!>f  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
i[iode  of  examining  the  rotes  for  the  President 
md  Vice  President  of  the  United  Statea^  and  of 
lotifyiog  the  persons  elected  of  their  eleetioa,  and 
laye  appointed  a  committee  on  their  j>art. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
he  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale  oc 
0  be  held  to  labor  $  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dao* 
(ETT,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  post«> 
K>ned  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
¥hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
isiofi  for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
Itates,  by  authorising  the  appointmetft  of  com- 
lissaries  of  subsistence ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
lOBERTs,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
€»tpDned  until  the  fourth  of  Marcil  next* 

A  meeaage  from  the  House  of  ReprveeRtaiiraa' 
Dfornaed  the  Sonaia  that  the  House:  agree  to  tho 
eport  of  tha  joint cooHnitloe appoiaced. toaaoer^ 
no  and  report  a  mode  ef  namintag*  the  rotes 
>r  President  and  Vico  Pteatdent  of  the  United 
^mtes,  and  of  Botifyiag  tho  persoa»  eleoltd  of 
tieir  election,  and  hare  appointed  Mr.  Jaok0Oiv 
nd  Mr.  Pitein  tellers  on  their  part.  And  that 
rheu  the  members  thiereof  appear  in  the  Cham* 
er  of  the  House  of  Rbpresentatires  to-morrow, 
tieir  President  will  be  introduced  to  the  Chair  of 
tie  House  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Daoqbtt  submitted  the  following  motion 
br  consideration : 

Buohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Pensions  be  in- 
ttmcted  to  inonire  into  the  propriety  of  placing  James 
Sorham,  of  New  Haven,  in  Oonneeticot»  on  the  pen- 
non list 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
thouid  aslc  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing 
resseis  departing  from  the  town  of  Bayou  St. 
Fohn,  and  basin  of  the  Canal  de  Carondelet,  to 
ilear  out  of  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans. 


WstmaanAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  RoRRRTa,  firom  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
o  whom  was  refetred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
)rown.  nmde  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ng  resolution : 

Rteohed,  That  the  petithmsi  have  leave  to  with- 
draw hia  pelilipR. 


The  bill  to  anthoriza  the  appoiotmeRl  of  a  aor* 
vmror  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  aod  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  therein  described,  vras  read  the  second  time; 

The  bill  to  act  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
lie  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

SLECTORAL  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT. 

A  messago  from  tho  House  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  is  now  ready 
to  attend  the  Senate,  and  proceed  in  opening  the 
certificates  and  counting  the  votes  of  the  Blee- 
tors  of  the  several  States  for  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States^  in  pursuance  of 
that  reaalotion^oC  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Tiie  two  Houses  of  Coofress,  agreeahly  to  the 
joint  resolntion,aaeambled  m  the  Represeatatives' 
Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Bleetors  of 
the  several  States,  were^  by  the  Pbrbirrrt  of  the 
Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the  tellers  ap* 
pointed  for  the  purpose,  who,  having  examined 
and  ascertained  the  number  of  votes,  presented  a 
list  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
which  was  read  as  follows : 


STATSi. 


New  Hampshire 

Hassachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Cenneeticnt 

Veimottt 

New  Yoffc 

New  Jersey 

Pennsjlvaaia 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Yhginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolhia 

Georgia 

KeOtudky 

Tenuessee 

Ohio 


Total 


mmm^m^ 


President 


^f-^ 


o 

t 
9 


8 


8 
S9 

8 
25 

8 

26 

15 

11 

8 

IS 

8 

8 

3 

8 


-  ^88 


e 
(2 


s 


22 
9 


34 


Vice  President 


8 


8 
29 

8 
25 

8 

25 

15 

11 

8 

12 

8 

8 

3 

8 


183 


6* 

0 

a 


I 

I 


22 


■ 


1 


^»i^» 


"^        • 


9 


3 


The  whole  number  of  votes  being  217,  of  wh&eh 
109  make  a  majority. 
Wheroupen,  thi(  President  of  the  Senate  do- 
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dared  Jamcb  Monrob  elected  President  of  the 
Uaiied  States  for  foar  years,  eommenciog  with 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  Dakibl  D. 
Tompkins  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
cornmencing  with  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;.  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  Separated,  and  the  Senate  returned 
to  their  own  Chamber. 

FORTIFICATIONS,  dU;. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af^ 
fairs,  submitted  the  following  motion  for  consid- 
eration : 

Btwhed^  Tbst  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes 
be  leqoested  to  caase  to  be  examined  and  cnrreyed 
the  eastern  entrance  into  Long  Island  Soand,  tbe  har- 
bor of  Newport,  and  Hampton  Roads,  by  commisrioA- 
ers^  and  that  the  said  commissioners  report  their 
opinions  as  to  the  practicability  of  defending  the  said 
Sonnd,  Harbor,  and  Roads,  hjf  fortifications ;  and  if 
defensible,  or  any  of  them,  what  wonld  be  the  proba^ 
ble  expense  thereof 

That  he  be  reqnested,  also,  to  cause  to  be  examined 
the  coasts  and  waters  of  the  United  Sutes,  north  of 
the  Delaware,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  a  proper 
site  Ibr  a  naval  depot,  zendesvons,  and  dock  yard; 
and,  it  is  further  requested,  that  the  said  reports,  optn* 
ioni,  snd  estimates  be  laid  before  the  Senate  in  the 
first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sttp^le- 
mentary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment/'  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Tbursdat,  February  13. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Thomas  and  others,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcv ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciaryj  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  D.  W. 
Bottdet,  staling  that  he  has  been  for  some  time 
past  making  arrangements  for  establishing  a  mu- 
seum of  natural  and  artificial  curiosities,  tdwhich 
l^e  intends  to  devote  his  time  and  labors,  atird  pray- 
ing that  the  establishment  may  be  denominated, 
in  law,  a  National  Museum,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Message  oi  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  a  National  University,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBata,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Andrew  J. 
ViUard,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with* 
draw  his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  MoaRow«  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  tbe  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of 


lands  therein  described,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Simon 
Sarazin  and  J.  B.  Aubert,  of  Baton  Rouffe,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  made  a  report,  togetner  with 
the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvedt  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  papers. 

Mr*  Cbagb  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Gkeen,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  Spates  Army, 
praying  relief,  m  consideration  of  wounds  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  his  country,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  of  tbe  11th  instant,  for  instructing  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire. into  the  ez^diency  of  ostablishing,  by 
law,  tbe  town  of  Darien,  in  the  State  of  Gkorgia, 
as  a  port  of  entry,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  lltb  iostant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  James  Qorham,  of  New  Haven, 
m  Connecticut,  on  the  pension  list;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  12th  instant,  by  Mr.  Tait, 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs:  which, 
having  been  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Raohed,  Tliat  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
be  reqaeeted  to  caase  to  be  examined  and  sanreyed  the 
eastern  entrance  into  Long  Island  Sonnd,  the  harbor 
of  Newport  and  Hampton  Roads,  and  of  York  nrer^ 
by  oommissioBerB ;  and  that  the  said  commissonenr 
report  their  opinions  as  to  the  practicability  of  ddend- 
ing  the  said  toond,  harbor,  river,  and  roads,  by  forti- 
fications: and  if  defensible,  or  any  of  them,  what 
wonld  be  the  probable  expense  thereof. 

That  he  be  requested,  alao,  to  cause  to  be  examined 
the  coasts  and  waters  of  the  United  States  north  of  the 
Delaware,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  a  proper  site 
for  a  naval  depot,  rendesvous,  and  dock  yam ;  andj  it 
is  farther  requested,  that  the  said  reports,  opinions,  and 
estimstes,  be  Isid  before  the  Senate  in  the  first  week  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  were 
instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act,  entitled, 
''An  act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the 
Sergeaot-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  approved 
March  13ih,  1815,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  who  were 
instructed  by  a  resoli^tion  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  impul- 
sing a  duty  on  carriages,  as  to  exempt  from  its 
operation  ai^y  carriage  which  is  usually  and 
chiefly  employed  in  husbandry,  or  for  the  trans- 
portation or  carrying  of  goods;  and  agreed  thereto. 
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Notifieaiion  of  Eieeiion, 


Senatb. 


The  Senate  resanaed  the  con^deratton  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wa« 
referred  the  petitipn  of  Samael  Brown.  Where* 
upon, 

Heaolved,  That  the' petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled,  '*An  act  to  amend  the  act  ^  authori- 
zing^ the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  eneiny,  while  in  the  military 
serTice  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  as  amended, 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daggbtt,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Babbour  submitted  the  following  motion, 
which  was  read,  and  considered : 

ReMohtd,  ThattiieJoamalofthePiDoeedifigsofthe 
Senate  on  yesterdsy,  so  imr  as  they  are  conneetsd  with 
the  senrice  of  counting  the  ballots  for  President  and 
Tica  Pr^indeat  of  the  United  Sutes,  be  msde  up  in 
conformity  to  the  precedents  heretofore  established  in 
similar 


Aod,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
determined  in  thtf  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  16, 
as  follows : 

TxAS — MeMors.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Daggett^  Gaiilard,  Hardin,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Yiiginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Troup, 
WtUiams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messra.  Chsce,  Condit,  Dana,  FromentiQ, 
Laoock,  Macon,  Noble,  Roggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichaor,  Vamum,  and  Wells. 

NOTinCATION  OF  ELECTION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Maoon, 

Jiesolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  he  delivered  to 
James  Monboe,  Esquire,  of  Virginia,  now  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  notification 
of  his  election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  to  be  transmitted  to  Daniel  D. 
ToMPKiifs,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  a  notification 
of  his  election  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  do  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate  in  the 
words  following,  viz: 

**BeHknowny  That  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Rep- 
xesentativee  of  the  United  States  of  America,  being 
conTeoed  mt  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  February,  in  the  year  of  our  liOrd,  one 
thonaand  oght  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  under- 
mitten,  Preadent  of  the  Senate  pro  iempont  did,  in 
llesence  of  the  said  Senate  and  House  of  Represento- 
tiires,  open  aU  the  certificates  and  count  all  the  TOtes 
of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States;  whereupon  it  appeared  that  James 
Monroe,  of  Virginia,  had  a  msjonty  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  as  President,  and  Daniel  B.  Tompkins,  of 
New  York,  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors as  Vice  President  By  all  which  it  appears  that 
James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  has  been  daly  elected 
President,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York, 
baa  been  doty  elected  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States^  agreeably  to  the  Constitution. 

^In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand. 


this  — —  day  ef  Febmaiy,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dr^  and  seventeen." 

And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate,  do  cause 
the  certificate  aforesaid  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto;  and  Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair.  And  after  progress,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Frioat,  February  14« 

Mr.  Fromintiii  submitted  the  report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  documents 
in  relation  to  the  Capitol  and  President's  House; 
an^  the  report  and  documents  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Presiobnt  communicated  the  credentials 
of  NiOBOLAB  Vandyke,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  which  were  read,  and  laid 
on  file. 

The  PRRBiDRifT  aiso  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  lands  sold  in  the  Sutes  of  Ohio  and  In- 
diana,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Mis- 
sissippi, from  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  to  the  SOlh 
of  September,  1816;  showing,  also,  the  amount 
of  receipts  from  individuals,  and  payments  made 
hy  receivers  during  the  same  time,  with  the  baf- 
aace  due  both  on  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  and 
1st  of  October,  1816:  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  pRBBiDBRT  Biso  communicBtcd  a  report  of 
the  Postmaster  Qeoeral,  containing  a  list  of  con* 
tracts  made  in  the  year  1816;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion : 

That  the  Journals  be  so  amended  as  to  include  the 
statement  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  Wednesdsy,  the  ISth  instant,  as  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  on  Thursday,  the  ISth  instant, 
prior  to  the  motion  msde  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  amend  the  Journal  so  ss  to  make  it 
conformable  to  former  precedents  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Daogbtt, 

Besolved,  That  said  motion  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  revise  and 
correct  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  12th  instant,  so  far  as  respects  the 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Daka,  Barbour,  and 
Daoobtt,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Wade 
Hampton,  late  a  Major  General  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  that  provision  may  he 
made  by  law  for  his  reimbnrsemenrand  indem* 
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Bifleation  in  tb«  ntolt  of  •  soil  iBslUojtad-agiiM^ 
him  by  a  certain  Jaiaes  McConnal,  for  fane  inn 
prisoDment;  hmriiig  been  arfeac«d  and  tried  by 
a  general  eoart  martial,  under  soapieioue  eiream- 
stances,  by  order  of  the  memorialbt,  while  he 
commanded  on  the  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af« 
fairs,  to  consider  ajod  report  thereon  bf  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBsaTe,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Denis  de  la 
Rondi,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Beiolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

Mr.  RoBBitTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Park  Holland,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Drown  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  ves- 
sels departing  from  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John 
John  and  basin  of  the  Canal  de  Carondelet,  for 
foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the  custom-house  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
a^d  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Fred- 
erick Folley,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  losses 
sustained  by  him,  as  statied  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  or  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  J.  Villard. 
Whereupon, 

Retolvedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petitioO  of  Simon  Sarazin  and  I.  B. 
Aubert,  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana:  and  in  conformity  thereto^  the  petitioners 
had  leave  to  withdmw  their  papers. 

The  Senate  i esomed  the  consideratton  of  tho 
Uil^  entitled  *^An  ae(  to  amend  the  act,  author- 
izing the  payment  for  property  lost|  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
seryice  of  the  United  Skates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, passed  the  9tb  of  April,  1816,''  as  apiended  j 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Laoock,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  motion  to 
strike  ont  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas  19,  nays  18,. 
as  follows : 

fmis — ^Mesns.  Ashman,  Bsibour,  Brown,  Chaos, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fiomsntui,  Htrdin,  Hor^y,  HoweU, 
Honter,  Kmg,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Noble,  Rnggles, 
Talbot,  Tichenor,  Wells,  snd  Williams. 

Na¥s— MesBTi.  Campbell,  Condit,  Gaillaid,  Han- 
son, Laoock,  Maoon,  Mason  oClfew  HaauwhlM,  Mo»> 
io#,  Robeits,  8anford«  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tronp,  Vamun,  and  Wilson* 

So  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  yote  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  tho  first  seotion  of  the  bill. 


Whereupon  Mr.  DAOovrr  renewed  the  motion 
to  strike  ont  the  first  section  of  the  bill;  audit 
was  determined  in  the  aflirmative— yeas  20,  nays 
17,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Messis.  Ashmnn,  fisibour.  Brown,  Chaoe, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Hsason,  Hardin,  Hossey, 
HoweU,  Hunter,  King,  Msson  of  Yiifima,  Noble, 
Rnggles,  Talbot,  Tichenor,  Wells,  and  WUUams. 

Nav»— Messrs.  CampMl,  Condit,  Gaillard,  T^cocfct 
Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hsmpshire,  Morrow,  Bobarts, 
Ssnford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson* 
l^ttp,  Vammn,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oaoobtt,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
conform  the  bill  to  the  amendment  nmde  by 
striking  out  the  first  section,  so  as  to  retain  the 
amendments  already  made  by  the  Senate,  not  in- 
consistent with  the  above  instruction.   • 

Messrs.  DaqobtTi  RpbertOi  and  Barboue 
wore  appointed  the  committee. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Lagock,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals, 
made  a  report  in  part ;  and  the  report  was  read; 
when  Mf.  L.,  from  the  samexsommittee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart 
and  pledge  i^s  a  permanent  fund  for  inter oal  .im- 
provements  the  bonus  of  the  United  Slates  Bapk^ 
and  the  United  States  share  of  its  dividends," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 
*  The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  on  the  general  utUilj  and  nationsl  importaaM 
of  roads  and  csnals,  little  remains  to  bo  added  to  the 
stock  of  infimnation  now  in  possession  of  tha  Senste, 
and  to  bo  fonnd  in  the  ssverml  reports  made  on  thst 
subject  The  committee,  however,  would  observe^  in 
admtion,  that  the  present  peaod  appean  to  tham  po- 
cuHsrly  propittons,  and  strongly  invites  to  the  com- 
menoement  and  prosecntion  of  such  a  system  of  pnb> 
lid  improvement.  To  the  pleasing  prospect  of  peace 
abroad,  we  enjoy  motnal  confidence  and  tranquillity 
at  home ;  our  resources  are  abundant ;  our  public  ter- 
enues ample;  our  citizens  at  all  times  evincing  a  wil- 
Ungnois  to  make  every  sacrifice  for  the  public  good^ 
and  on  whom  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed,  more  es- 
pecially when  the  contributions  required  moat,  when 
obtained  and  judidonsly  applied,  promote  their  own 
interest,  and  add,  in  an  emment  degree,  to  the  waahh, 
eemibit,  and  safety  of  the  nation ;  and  it  appaara  to 
youreommitlee,  that  the  enperieaoe,  dearly  pmohaeed 
ift  the  lale  war  should  not  be  regarded  with  indiftr- 
enee.  Much  of  the  money  expended  in  the  nsoaeiBiy 
delenoe  of  the  seabosrd,  as  well  as  the  Uvea  of  maay 
valuable  citiaens,  would  havebeen  eoared  to  the  aatiA 
had  a  good  inland  water  oommunieatiQa  been  asads 
on  our  Adaatic  ftontasiw  The  tmasportalio&  of  onr 
aiimies,  vrith  all  the  munitions  of  war,  to  4he  moat  md- 
nerable  points,  would  have  been  facilitated,  and  the 
advantages  of  the  enemy,  arising  from  the  celentj  c£ 
his  movements  by  water,  greatly  diminished.  Meee- 
over,  the  products  of  the  West  and  South,  oonsnmed 
in  the  Bast  and  North,  oould  have  been  transported 
secure  from  the  common  haiards  of  a  sea  voyage,  and 
in  defiance  of  blockading  squsdrona;  and  thus  the  ia.- 
habitante  of  the  United  States,  dispeiaed  over  a  vast 
territory,  embmeing  vsrious  climates,  suitable  to  the 
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ffodoetion  of  all  the  naoMMiMt  and  maiif  of  die  lux* 
iries  of  life,  migkt,  eren  in  a  aCate  of  war,  rely  widi 
iomlbfrt  an4  aeearitj  on  tbeir  own  internal  reaoufeea. 

To  theae  adTantagaa,  that  leftr  thenaehrea  mora  eiK 
>ecially  to  a  atate  of  war,  moat  be  added  thoae,  if  pea- 
ible,  of  •  more  iayenUive  chamcter,  that  will  at  all 
imea  aiiae  to  the  nation  from  an  improved  atate  of  her 
oada  and  inland  navigation. 

The  people  of  tbaae  United  Statea  are  apread  over 
A  extensive  texriCoiy,  and  that  diapexaion  of  inhablt- 
inta  ia  keening  loU  pace  with  the  increaae  of  populap 
ion ;  and  by  the  people  thoa  diaperaed,  of  duwrent 
lebite  and  pnnnita,  and  in  many  inatan<^ea  with  die* 
x>rdant  riewi,  ia  the  nation^  sovereignty  exercised,  and 
ta  fundamental  powers  directed ;  for*  politically  speak- 
Bg,  there  is  in  the  UUted  Btatea  bnt  one  order  or  grade 
Known — thai  of  ikeptopk :  and  hence  ariaea  tiie  im- 
jeriooa  neceaaity  in  a  uovemment  thoa  conatitnted  of 
lying  together  the  whole  eommuntty  by  the  ationgeat 
igaturea*  Thia  your  committee  believe  can  be  beat 
(Bected  by  the  conatruction  of  roada  and  canals ;  by 
heae  meana,  commercial  and  aocial  intereonrae  will 
le  made  easy ;  indnatry  in  all  ita  branchea  encouraged, 
ij  the  increaaed  xewarda  beatowed  on  every  exertion ; 
he  love  of  countrjr  will  be  awakened,  and  a  laudable 
pint  of  national  pride  substituted  in  placeef  sectional 
ealousiea ;  a  community  of  intereat  and  foeUng  will 
iroduce  mutual  confidence  and  afiaction ;  thua,  bttng 
»ne  people,  the  nation  can  have  but  one  object  in  view 
—the  continuanee  and  pceaervation  of  a  Government 
banded  in  equity  and  juatice,  administered  for  the  ad- 
rantage  of  all*  and  calculated,  in  the  cahn  of  peace*  to 
mil  i>rth  talenta  and  industry  for  the  acquisition  of 
^roper^Tt  ^n^  in  ^"^  ^o  surest  guarantee  for  ita  eecu- 
ity  and  proteetion. 

With  theae  general  obaervations  on  the  national  im* 
>ortance  of  internal  improvementa,  your  committee 
ivill  endeavor  to  lay' before  the  Senate  a  general  out- 
ine  of  such  public  works,  embracing  the  United  fltatea 
^nerally,  and  consulting,  aa  far  aa  ptaeticaUe,  the  in- 
erest  of  each  taction  of  the 'Union,  and  which  thqr 
M>nceive,  in  a  fhrthar  improved  atate  of  our  national 
ndustry,  may  be  conipleiBd  wiChout  embarraasuent  to 
he  operations  of  the  Traaaury,  or  hnpoaing  additional 
lurdena  on  the  people. 

On  the  subject  of  national  roada,  the  fitat  that  pre- 
lenta  itulU,  and  of  primary  impoi^oe^  ie  a  tomplke 
Brom  Maine  to  Louiaiana,  paaaing  through  the  fteat  ef 
the  National  Qovemment  «nd  the  princ^wl  citiae  and 
towna  on  this  iwate ;  aaeondlr,  vowla,  to  eooneet  the 
highest  navigable  pointa  on  the  AtluiHc  rivets  with 
such  pointa  on  the  oeneepohdingf  atreama  thit  "foil  into 
the  northern  and  weatom  lakea*  «nd  «lm  IfWarippi 
liver  and  ita  braaehaa;  and,  laatly,  amh  aililaiy  or 
odifrroadamili^aarve4oeaaneel4he  acatteied  laet- 
tlementa  in  our  Statoa  er  Teavilariea  with  the  mere 
eomjpaet  pepnMon  ef  the  iatetioiv  and  thaieby  aaene 
the  ftontier  aattlamenta,'in  nfiftal  meaeme,  Irom  hee- 
tile  annoyaiMe,'-«id  enhance  the  value  of  the  puUic 
landa,  by  indadng  a  mere  denae  popolatkn. 

The  other  btaneh  of  thia  qraUm  of  public  im]nove- 
ments,  and  equal^  if  not  auperior,  in  importance,  ia  the 
coDStmction  of  canals,  and  the  imptovemenf  <)f  the 
navigation  of  our  rivers. 

1.  An  inland  or  shore  narigation,  from  the  harbor 
of  Boston  to  the  river  8t.  Mai^'a,  in  Georgia.  To  con- 
nect these  pointa,  it  is  ascertamed  that  not  more  thfm 
one  hundred  mUea  will  need  Uke  aid  of  canals;  and, 
from  an  eatimate  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin*  when  6ecre- 


taiy  of  Ibe  Tieaaory,  wfll  inenr  an  expenae  little  Mr* 
toeeding  f  9,00a,00e^aeB,  it  iifaeUeved,  ten  f  SOOpar 
mile,  tiddng  the  whole  diatanoe  ef  this  water  eonmu- 
ttieation. 

S.  A  eanal  friMn  the  Hodaon  or  North  river  te  Lake 
Erie,  and  fiem  that  lake  to  eome  of  tiu»  many  navlg^ 
Me  waters  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  approach  wtthtn  • 
few  milea  of  ita  maifln,  or  intetmix  with  ita  navigabla 
waters. 

8.  The  improvement  of  tiie  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river,  more  paitieularly  the  Falls  a^  Loolaville. 

4.  The  improvement  of  the  aeveral  Atlantic  rivers, 
and  the  corresponding  atreama  that  empty  into  the 
Missisaippi  and  Ohio  rivers. 


Monday,  February  17. 

The  Prmidbrt  eommoaicated  n  report  of  the 
Poatmaater  General  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  and  the  amount  of  sal- 
aries paid  them  for  the  year  1816;  and  the  report 
"was  read. 

Mr.  DAQoaTT,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
eentaiivea  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  aet  *aQ- 
thorizing.  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tared,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  a^rvice  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  pvrpoatoa,'  paaa^d  the  9th  day  of  April, 
1816,"  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Masom,  of  New  Hampshire,  aubmitted  the 
following  motion  for  conaideration : 

ileaoloed;  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ocpediency  of  anthoriiing 
the  Beeretary  of  the  Treeaury,  in  behalf  and  for  ^e 
use  of  the  Ihiited  States,  to  purchaaa  or  cause  to  be 
erected  aaitable  buUdinga  for  eartom-hooaea  and  pub- 
lic werehoueaa  in  aoch  pfinebal  diatiiet  in  each  Blate 
where  the  aaid  Secretary  ahall  deem  the  aame  neeee- 
eaiy,  for  the  aafe  and  convenient  collection  of  the'  re^ 
enue  ef  the  United  Stalaa. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HAHgoii, 

^That  tke  Coinmittee  of  Finance,  to  whom  Wice 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Preaident  and  Diraelon  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  petition  of  the  Preai- 
dent and  Directors  of  me  Psitrione  Bankof  Waahing- 
ton*  and  the  petition  of  the  Preaident  and  Direetora 
and  Company  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  Washington*  rcapectively,  pricing  charters  of  in- 
corporation* be  diacharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  tiiat  thev  be  severally  referred  to  a 
aelect  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 

It  waa  determined  in  the  negative. 

Whereupon.  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
submitted  the  lollowiog  motioos  for  consideration: 

^CMohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
atructed  to  report  to  the  8en^  a  bill  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  wMiin  the  Cfity  of  Waah- 
ipgton,  with  a  capital  euttel  'to  the  sums  which*  "by  a 
certain  time  to  be  speemed,  shall  be  subscribed  and 
actuallv  paid.  To  be  not  less  than  one  million,  nor 
more  A*n  three  miUiona  of  doHara.  Two-thirds  of 
whieh  may  be  pajd'in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United 
Stotea,  and  the  o&er  third  in  apecie;  and  giving  to 
the  aeveral  banking  asaociationa  now  existing  within 
ihe  DIrtriet  ef  OdumUa,  the  prior  right  of  eubeeriblag 
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§K  ao  much  of  mid>  capital  M  abaU  be  equal  to  the 
joint  atock  of  auch  aaaociationa  reapectivelj . 

Resolved^  further^  That  the  aaid  Committee  report 
a  bill  prohibiting^,  after  a  certain  time,  to  be  therein 
named,  ander  auitable  penaltiea,  the  making  and  inn- 
ing, by  any  unanthorized  aaaociation  or  individual 
within  aaid  Dbtrict,  notea  or  billa,  with  intent  to  caoae 
the  aame  to  be  circulated  and  received  in  payment,  in 
like  manner  aa  the  notea  and  billa  of  incorporated 
banka  uaually  are  circulated  and  received  in  payment 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  CoaiiDittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Deois  de  la  Rondi ;  and, 
in  coocarrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  ieare 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  aathorizing  vessels  defwrting  from  the 
town  of  Bayou  Sc.  John  and  basin  of  the  Canal 
de  Carondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at 
the  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  eotiiled  "An  act  making  anproprtation  for 
cbe  support  of  Gorernment  for  the  year  1817 ;" 
also  a  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  relating  to  the  ransom 
of  American  captires  of  the  late  war ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
Tbey  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  aa- 
thoriziog  the  sale  of  certain  ground  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
with  amendments;  in  which  they  request  the 
conoorreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  preceded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meats  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  thto  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  consideration 
were  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
Che  transportation  of  persons  of  color  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor,  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbebidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  And  the  amendments  having  been 
concurred  in,  therbill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,,the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  roas- 
ters, toother  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto.  Mr*  Vabmum  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair. 

Go  motion,  that  the  further  consideration  there^ 
of  be  postponed  until  the  fifth  day  of  March  next, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

Tkas— Messrs.  Baittonr,  Brown,  Campbell,  Gondit, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Hardin,  Macon,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Trotip,  and  Williams. 

N4.Ta — Meaais.  Aahman,  Daggett,  Goldaborougb, 
Hanson,  Horaey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Maaon  of  New 
Hampshire,  Morrow,  NobJe^  Roberta,  Ragglea,  San- 
ford,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Tichenor,  Varnnm,  Wella, 
and  Wiiaon. 

The  bill  haviog  beea  amendedi  the  PaiaiiiuiT 


resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  wit: 

Insert  a  new  section  as  follows : 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  oonatable,  or  any  public  officer,  or 
any  resident  private  cithEen,  and  they  or  either  of  them 
are  hereby  authoriied  and  empowered,  to  aeiia  or  ar- 
rest any  snch  negro  or  negroes,  mulatto  or  mnlatioes, 
or  other  person  or  persona  of  color,  and  take  him,  her, 
or  them,  before  any  one  of  the  judges  or  magistratei 
aforesaid,  and  upon  oath  being  made  by  anch  consta- 
ble, officer,  or  resident  private  oitisen,  that  he  hath 
juat  and  reasonable  grounda  to  believe  that  such  negro, 
&c.,  aa  the  caae  may  be,  hath  escaped  from  hia,  her,  or 
their  owner  or  ownera  in  aome  other  of  the  United 
States  or  Territories,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  the 
jndge  or  magiatrate  aforeaaid,  and  they,  and  each  of 
them,  are  hereby  required,  to  commit  auch  negro  or 
negroea,  mulatto,  or  other  peraon  or  peraona  of  color, 
to  the  public  jail  of  the  diatrict  or  county  where  he, 
ahe,  or  they  ahall  be  found  and  apprehended,  for  the 
apace  of  — —  montha,  unleaa  the  owner  or  ownera 
ahall  in  a  ahorter  time  prove  a  right  of  property  there- 
to ;  and  it  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  any  jail 
to  which  each  fogitives  ahall  be  committed,  to  give 
public  notice  thereof  in  aome  public  newapaper  for  the 
apace  of——-  weeka ;  deacribing  particularly  the  fugi- 
tive or  fogitivea  so  committed. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatives-yeas  15j 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Meaara.  Barbour,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Gold^ 
borough,  Hardin^  Macon,  Maaon  of  Virginia,  Rnggles, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Troup,  and  Wil- 
liama. 

NATa — Meaara.  Aahmun,  Brown  Daggett,  Horaey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Laoock,  Maaon  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire.  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberte,  Sanford,  Thompsoo^ 
Tichenor,  Varnum,  Wella,  and  Wilson. 

And  the  amendments  ipade  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  haviii|r  been  concurred  in,  in  part, 
on  the  question,  '*'  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  re«d  a  third  time?"  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, it  was  agreed  to  take  the  quesuon  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  conaid* 
oration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  antil  to«morrow. 

MILITAKY  PEACE  ESTABUSHMENT. 

Mr.  Masom,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Eeaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  MUitery  Affiurs 
be  insCrneted  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  Military  Peace  EstaUtshment  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  number  of  five  thousand  men,  to  consist  of  sudi 
proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  ae  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ahall  deem  proper,  re- 
taining the  corps  of  engineers  as  at  present  establiahed. 

Mr.  Mason  said,  that  being  convinced  by  a  de- 
liberate  examination  of  the  subject  that  the  pres- 
ent Military  Peace  Establishment  often  thousand 
men  was  greater  than  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  required,,  he  deemed  it  bis  duty  to  sub- 
mit this  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate. 
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That  he  had  delayed  Ao\af  ix  earlier  in  the 
ae»ioo,  through  ao  expectation  that  a  similar 
proposition,  presented  to  the  House  of  Represen* 
tatlreS)  would  have  been  acted  on  by  that  body. 
Bat  as  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  had,  iTfthout 
disenssing  the  merits  of  that  proposition,  passed 
an  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenses  of  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  present  year,  it  seemed  proper 
that  the  Senate^  before  they  agreed  to  that  bill, 
should  determine  whether  those  expenses  could 
not,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  be 
lessened,  bjr  reducing  the  Military  Establishment. 

He  admitted  that  protection  from  insult  and 
Tiolence  being  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  political 
society,  it  was  the  duty  of  all  Governments  to 
provide  sufficient  means  for  such  protection ;  and 
that  our  Government,  as  well  as  all  others, ought 
to  have  a  military  force  sufficiently  powerful  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  country*  But  (he  said) 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country, 
nor  consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  system 
of  Government,  that  this  force  should,  in  times  of 
peace,  consist  principally  of  a  standing  army.  A 
tree  Government,  established  bv  general  consent, 
and  maintained  for  the  general  welfare,  will  ml* 
ways  find  a  sufficient  resource  against  domestic 
violence  in  the  affi^ctions  and  good  will  of  its 
citizens.  It  is  for  defence  against  foreign  ene- 
mies alone  that  this  Government  can  ever  need  a 
standing  army. 

That  standing  armies^  in  free  Governments, 
maintained  in  times  of  peace,  are  dangerous  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  has  been 
the  doctrine  of  the  wisest  and  best  statesmen  as 
long  as  free  Governments  have  existed*  Such  is 
the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  on 
this  subject,  that  the  maintaining  of  their  army 
i%  Defer  aothorized  by  law  for  a  longer  period 
than  one  year.  An  act  of  Parliament  is  annually 
passed  for  the  continuance  of  the  army  during  the 
year,  and  fixing  its  numbers.  Thus  each  branch 
of  tne  Legislatare  always  retains  the  power  of 
reducing  or  wholly  annihilating  the  army  at 
pleasure. 

In  a  country  where  the  public  defence  is  en« 
tirely  intrusted  to  a  regular  army,  it  will  never 
be  held  necessary  that  the  mass  of  thef  people 
should  be  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms;  and 
where  the  use  of  arms  is  confined  to  those  who 
make  it  their  profession,  it  is  sufficiently  appa- 
rent that  the  unarmed  peopley  however  numer- 
ous, can  make  but  feeble  resistance,  when  the 
arms,  which  they  supposed  intended  for  their  pro- 
tection, are  turned  ai^inst  them. 

So  strong  was  that  jealousy  in  this  country,  at 
the  period  of  our  Revolution,  that  it  is  expressly 
asserted  in  thecoostitutions  of  many  of  the  States, 
that  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
kept  up  in  tine  of  peace.  This  principle,  thus 
solemnly  recognised,  was  not  intended  to  be 
abolished,  by  granting  to  Congress  the  power  to 
raise  armies.  The  end  for  which  that  power 
was  granted  was  the  defehee  of  the  country  in 
time  of  war^  and  for  no  other  purpose  can  it  be 
JQstly  exercised. 


At  this  time  there  may  be  no  sufficient  cause 
for  apprehending  immediate  dangers  of  the  kind 
alluded  to,  from  the  present  army.  Perhaps  its 
comparatively  small  number,  a  just  eogfidence  in 
the  character  of  its  officers,  and  the  temper  of  the 
times,  afibrdat  present  satisfactory  security.  But 
unless  the  army  be  strictly  confined  to  the  num- 
ber necessary  for  its  only  justifiable  u^e,  it  can 
have  no  certain  limitation.  And  the  same  arga* 
ments  which  may  now  be  used  to  justify  oi:  ex- 
cuse the  increase  of  the  establishment  beyond  its 
true  limits,  may  hereafter  be  urged  with  equal 
success  for  a  much  greater  increase. 

But  the  most  important  objection  against  the 
existing  Military  Establishment,  is  the  great  ex- 
pense, which  anords  of  itself  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  reducin|f  the  Army  as  low  as  the  safety 
of  the  countrv  will  permit.  In  modern  warfare, 
national  wealth  is  .essentially  national  strength. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  to  public  safety  alone, 
whatever  tends  unnecessarily  to  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  public  Treasury,  should  be  cautiously 
avoided. 

The  question  then  is,  whether  a  standing  army 
of  ten  thousand  men  is  necessary  at  the  present 
time  for  the  safety  of  the  country  against  foreign 
agffression  1 

No  exemption  from  a  state  of  war.  the  com- 
mon calamity  of  nations,  is  claimed  fb'r  our  coun- 
try. A  nation,  which  should  depend  on  its  jus- 
tice and  moderation  alone  for  protection,  would 
be  compelled  to  submit  not  only  to  degrading  in- 
sults, but  also  in  the  end  to  surrender  to  foreign 
cupidity  and  ambition  its  essential  rights.  To 
insure  the  enjovihent  of  our  rights,  a  military 
force  sufficient  for  their  defence  is  necessary.  In 
time  of  war,  this  force,  as  is  generally  admitted, 
ought  to  consist  to  a  considerable  extent  of  a 
regular  standing  army.  The  size  of  the  army 
must  of  course  be  determined  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged. 
The  policy  of  maintaininff  a  certain  portion  of  a 
regular  army,,  in  time  of  peace  likewise,  is  not 
questioned. 

It  may  not  be  easy  to  determine  with  exact 
precision  what  ought  to  be  the  extent  of  such  a 
Peace  Establishment.  Our  safest  guide  is  our 
own  past  experience.  Sucb  is  the  difference  in 
the  circumstances  o(  our  country,  and  of  the 
countries  of  Europe,  that  we  can  derive  little  in- 
struction from  their  examples.  They  are  sur- 
rounded by  ambitious  neighbors,  against  whose 
enterprises  they  are  obliged  constantly  to  suard. 
Instead  of  training  the  people  to  the  use  ofarms, 
and  relying  on  them  for  protection,  the  Govern- 
ments there  not  only  depend  on  their  armies  for 
defence  against  foreisn  invasion,  but  also  for  re- 
taining their  own  subjects  in  obedience.  Sepa- 
rated as  we  are  by  a  great  distance  from  the  na- 
tions, with  whom  we  may  expect  colli:»ions,  we 
shall  always  have  safficient  notice  of  any  inten- 
ded attacks  to  enable  us  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  defence. 

The  only  service  we  have  for  regular  troops, 
in  time  of  peace,  is  to  defend  the  Western  fron- 
tier^  and  presetve  from  decay  and  ruin  our  forti. 
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fieations.  If  the  Petce  BsteUisiiiBeiit  be  aot 
limited  te  tlie  nnniber,  reqnitile  for  theee  oMeete, 
it  wiH  not  be  ek$f  to  fix  toy  bouods  to  it,  till  we 
arrive  at  the  point  that  forms  the  role  of  many 
Bnropean  Goremments ;  which  is^  to  iaereaie  the 
military  force  as  fkr  as  there  is  ability  to  bear  the 
expense.  Should  we  determine  to  maiataia,  in 
peace,  an  army  sufficiently  itrre  to  defend  the 
eooDtry  in  wtr^  the  present  establishment  will  be 
found  entirely  madeqoate.  Our  remote  situatioD, 
and  the  well  established  character  of  our  people, 
are  a  sufficient  security  agaiast  invasion,  tor  the 
purpose  of  permanent  conquest.  With  a  seaeoast 
of  more  than  two  thousand  miles,  intersected  by 
many  deep  bays  and  rivers,  the  eoanuy  oanaot 
be  protected  against  depredations  by  any  other 
than  a  naval  force.  This  is  demonstrated  by  oor 
experience  during  the  two  wars  in  which  we 
have  been  engaged  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  im- 
possible by  fortincationsand  a  laad  force,  however 
extensive,  to  secure  the  country  against  thapltm- 
dering  expeditions  of  an  eaemy  possessing  the 
uncontrolled  dominion  of  the  ocean.  Our  prin- 
cipal towns  and  harbors  may,  by  forttfieatioos,  be 
secured  in  some  measme  asainst  sudden  attacks. 
But  the  attempt  would  be  idle  by  such  means  to 
defend  our  whole  coast. 

The  acquiring  and  retaining  military  knowl- 
edge and  discipline,  for  the  future  occasions  of 
the  country,  is  often  uived  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  the  present  Army  fistablishment:  It  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  present  establishment  tends 
much  to  the  promotion  of  that  object.  Dispersed 
in  small  bodies  as  the  troops  now  are.  throughout 
the  vast  extent  of  the  country,  neitner  military 
knowledffe  will  be  acquired,  nor  discipline  en- 
forced. Indeed,  little  dependence  can  be  placed 
on  an  army  that  has  indulged  in  the  idle  habits 
in  which  all  armies  will  indulge,  during  a  long 
period  of  peace.  This  has  been  the  common  ex- 
perience of  all  nations,  aceusromed  to  keep  up 
their  armies  during  peace,  and  was  strongly  ex- 
emplified in  the  total  discomfiture  of  the  Prussian 
army  at  the  battle  of  Jena. 

The  present  isa  period  of  general  peace  through- 
out the  world.  The  great  Powers  of  Europe,  fa- 
tigued and  exhausted  by  a  warfare  of  unexampled 
fury  and  extent,  seem  disposed  to  secure  to  Aem- 
seives  a  state  of  peace  and  repose.  Bxcept  the 
contest  between  Spain  and  her  colonies  in  South 
America,  no  war  exists  among  any  of  the  nations 
with  whom  we  have  connexions.  Judging  from 
)present  appearance,  we  are  in  less  danger  of  be- 
ing soon  involved  in  war,  than  we  have  been  at 
anyformer  period  of  our  national  existence. 

We  have  no  considerable  misunderstanding 
with  any  nation,  except  Spain*  The  information 
of  the  smte  of  ont  negotiations  with  that  Govern- 
ment, Uitely  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the 
President,  certainly  exhibits  no  symptoms  of  war. 
The  subjects  of  the  negotiation  are  all  ancient: 
our  claim  of  indemnification  for  the  interruption, 
twenty  years  ago,  of  our  right  of  deposite  at  New 
Orleans ;  a  like  indemnification  for  spoliations  on 
our  commerce  during  the  domination  of  Bona- 
parte }  the  lettlement  of  boundaries,  and  propei- 


sals  for  the  «xohaage  of  certain  terftcotMs,  mn^ 
subjects  of  the  cxistin|^  negotiatioo.  Whateie 
may  be  our  opinions  of^he  merits  of  thcae  dsia^ 
there  is  little  reason  to  fear  they  wdl  occasioBi 
war.  Had  we  intended  to  have  waged  ia 
against  Spain  for  these  causes,  we  mi^t  ksni 
begun  it  eight  years  ago,  with  as  aaoch  justice  m 
we  now  can.  and  certainly  with  eirpetjor  adm- 
tages.    If,  t^en,  we  do  not  intend  to  make  av 

Spiinst  Spain,  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  tk 
pain  meditates  a  war  against  this  eoontry  ?  Da 
ring  the  late  European  arar,Spaia  has  beeanoe 
reduced  and  impoverished  than  aay  other  natn. 
She  has  not  only  suffered  greatly  m  her  sresltt 
and  resources,  but  seems  not  to  have  profited  Ir 
the  oceaston,  to  improve  her  military  chafsca 
and  institutions.  Is  it  then  probable  that  8ptk 
thus  reduced,  and  while  engaged  ia  a  cooflc 
with  her  colonies,  of  vital  importance  and  dosh 
ful  issue,  will  unnecessarily  commence  a  nr 
against  this  country  1  Will  she  not  perceive  iks 
a  war  with  us  would  insure  the  independescecf 
her  colonies  ?  It  would  be  deemed  an  net  of  jbs^ 
ness  for  that  nation,  standing  aleiie  aad  sssM, 
to  make  war  on  us.  And  thm  is  bo  mppeuisee 
of  a  dispositioo,  in  any  Power  of  Burope.  toiii 
or  sustain  her  in  the  undertaking.  We  are  is  ba 
little  more  danger  of  a  war  with  Spsua,  thaa  via 
Naples,  against  which  Poarer  we  Mve  a  sianbc 
claim  for  spoliation  on  oar  commerce. 

With  such  pmspeeu  the  liilitarr  Feaee  Estab- 
lishment may  with  propriety  be  axed  as  low,  a 
it  probably  ever  can  he,  at  any  fntvre  pefiod.  W 
have  no  reasons  to  flatter  ourtelTes  with  the  hcfi 
that  the  time  will  ever  arrive  when  this  bsom 
will  have  less  occasion  for  a  latge  standing  tnr 
Nor  is  It  apparent,  faom  the  cireatnstances  of  tk 
present  time^  that  we  now  need  a  larger  snvf. 
than  at  any  former  period,  since  the  foroMmw 
our  Gtovemment.  About  the  time  of  the  eon* 
meneement  of  our  present  Oovemaeat,  the  w 
began,  which  eontinoed  till  lately  to  agiuteaa^ 
eonvube  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  At  seroi! 
neriods  of  that  great  conflict,  this  nation  seaskf 
felt  the  danger  of  baiay  drawn  within  the  veitti 
Docs  our  safety  require,  at  the  present  liaiM 
larger  military  force  than  was  found  to  be  sial' 
eient  lor  those  periods  1 

Whenever  we  refer,  for  iastraetieB,  to^ 
eouffse  pursued  during  the  earijr  years  of  ^ 
Government,  we  are  alwars  sarpised  bv  the  na- 
^ieity  and  economy  of  those  timea,  when  css|- 
pared  with  the  present  In  no  depastaaeni  v.^ 
this  difference  be  found  greater  than  in  the  wsp 
itarv. 

The  first  act  of  Congress  regulating  die  nailiwf 
department  paased  in  tne  year  1790,  and  exprea^ 
provides  that  the  whole  number  of  men,  to  beii 
any  time  retained  ia  service,  shall  not  eicf^ 
twelve  hundred  and  sixteen.    In  a  subeeqtd 


corps  of  artillery,  with  a  provision  that  the  wkil 
corps  should  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  nioetj 
two.    In  several  subsequent  years,  during  the  uD 
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uD^enUQding  betweeo  this  eouocrsr  aod  France, 
Coogress,  by  various  acts,  aQihorized  the  raising^ 
of  additional  numbers  of  troops.  The  tieiB^  parsed 
during  tbatperiod,  usually  derolred  on  the  Pre- 
sident the  power  of  raising  a  specified  number  of 
troops,  if  in  liis  judgment  the  ezigeoey  of  the 
times  should  render  it  necessary. 

In  the  year  1802,  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment  was  fixed  at  the  uumber  of  three  thousand 
and  forty  men,  ezclusiTe  of  commissioned  officers. 
At  that  number  it  remained,  till  the  difficulties 
occurred  which  led  to  the  laie  war  with  Gkeat 
Britain.  Some  pains  have  beeaN^aken  to  ascer* 
tain  the  oomber  of  troops  in  service  during  the 
first  tweotjf  years  of  this  GovemmenL  It  cinnot 
be  determined,  with  much  certainty,  from  any 
returns  or  docaments  in  theofficeof  the  Adjutant 
GeoeraJ.  It  is,  however,  eoofideniiy  believed  that 
the  average  number,  during  thofe  t^venty  years, 
could  nut  have  exceeded  three  thousand. 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  an  examination 
of  the  expenditures  for  the  military  service  of 
thoae  years. 

From  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mem,  it  appears,  that  the  whole  expenditure  for 
the  military  service,  iucludiog  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, daring  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  did  not  amount  to  twenty-nine  millions  of 
dollars.  So  that  the  average  of  annual  expenditures, 
during  those  years,  was  less  than* one  million  and 
an  half.  The  average  annual  expenditure^  for 
three  years  subsequent  to  1803,  when  the  Military 
Peace  Establish  ment  was  fixed,  was  only  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  dollars.  Dar- 
ing the  first  twenty  years,  the  Qovernment  was 
engaged  in  several  expensive  Indian  wars,  was 
compelled  to  put  down  by  military  fo^ce  an  ex- 
teosire  insorrectiouy  aod  encountered  heavy  est* 
pensesy  in  preparation  for  a  mr  with  France* 
Where  is  the  necessity  for  having,  in  the  present 
time  of  general  peace,  a  greater  Military  Elstab- 
lishment  than  was  deemed  sufficient  for  the  se* 
curity  of  the  country,  during  that  period  of  gen- 
eral warfare  throughout  the  continent  of  Europe? 
Yet  the  number  of  .troops  now  retained  is  more 
than  three  times  what  it  thep  was»  and  the  au»^ 
thorized  expend iture  for  miliary  aerviee  more 
than  four  times  what  it  ihen  was* 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  an- 
nual report  on  the  state  of  the  fioanees^  estimates 
the  authorized  expenditure  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year  at  t6,459,625.  This  sum, 
as  being  necessary  for  the  military  Her  vice,  he  in- 
cludes in  his  estimates  of  the  permanent  expendi- 
tures of  future  vears.  In  this  sum  is  understood 
to  be  included  $800,000  fur  fortifications,  and  cer- 
tain sums  for  ordnance  stores.  But  those  sums 
were  also  in  the  estimates  of  the  last  year,  and 
are  cousidered  by  the  Secretary  as  permanently 
oecesdary^  according  to  the  present  system,  for  the 
annual  military  service.       ' 

Such  a  great  and  sudden  increase  in  the  num* 
bers  and  expenses  uf  the  Military  Establishment, 
makes  it  the  dutjr  of  Congress  to  lessen  it,  if  it 
may  be  done  consistently  with  the  public  safety. 
There  is  not,  as  is  believed|  a  nation  in  the  world 
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whose  military  force  in  proportion  to  its  numbers 
is  so  expensive  as  ours.  Supposing  the  reglhuents 
and  corps  full,  which  is  seldom  the  case,  the 
average  expense  for  each  man  would  be  six  hun- 
dred aod  fifty  dollars  a  year.  And,  after  deduct- 
ing such  parts  of  the  gross  sum  as  are  expended 
in  fortifications  and  ordnance  stores,  which  remain 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average  expense  for 
each  man  would  still  be  at  least  five  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year. 

From  our  past  experience  and  from  estimates, 
which  may  be  relied  on,  it  may  be  safely  assertea 
that  we  can  maintain  a  navy,  with  ten  thoi|sand 
seamen,  in  constant  service,  and  including  all  ex- 
penses of  building  and  repairing  the  ships,  for  a 
teas  sum  than  is  now  expended  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  land  forces  The  estlo^ated  expense  of 
building  and  equipping  a  seventy-four  gun  ship 
is  0384,000,  of  a  forty-four  gun  frigate  $263,000. 
The  whole  annual  expense  of  keeping  in  service 
a  seventy-four  sun  ship,  including  the  ordinary 
repairs,  with  a  full  crew  of  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  men,  is  estimated  at  9189,000.  A  frigate  with 
four  hundred  and  fiAy  men,  at  $134,0(X).  Sup- 
posing the  vessels  to  last  only  ten  years,  the  whole 
expense  of  building  and  equipping  th»  vessels  and 
keepiuff  them  in  service,  that  term  of  time,  with 
their  lull  crews  of  eleven  hundred  and  six  men, 
would  be  $3,882,000.  The  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  same  number  of  regular  troops  in  the 
Peace  Establishment,  for  the  same  period  of  time, 
at  the  estimated  expense  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  year  for  each  man^  would  amount  to 
more  than  six  millions  of  dollars* 

No  one,  who  recollects  the  events  of  the  late 
war,  can  doubt  the  superior  advantages  to  this 
country  of  a  naval  over  a  land  force,  whether  for 
purposes  of  defence  or  offence.  Had  we  possessed, 
at  the  commenceiqent  of  that  war,  a  competent 
naval  force,  not  only  our  own  coast  might  have 
been  protected  against  predatory  expeditions,  but 
the  vast  commerce  of  our  enemy,  together  with 
her  valuable  West  India  possessions,  would  have 
been  at  our  mercy ;  for  this  country  a  naval  force 
is  the  cheapest  and  most  efficient,  is  the  most 
congenial  to  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
least  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
consequently  least  obi^oxious  to  their  jealousy. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  keeping  in  service,  in 
time  of  peace,  more  r^ular  troops  than  are  ne- 
cessary to  guard  the  Western  -  frontier,  and  take 
care  of  the  forts  and  garrisons.  I  believe  (said  Mr. 
M.)  half  the  present  number  sufficient  tor  those 
purposes.  No  inconvenience  was  experienced 
for  the  want  of  troops  during  the  time  while  only 
three  thousand  were  retained  in  service.  In  my 
judgment,  therefore,  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
Isshm^nt  ought  to  be  reduced  to  five  thoasai|d 
men,  the  one-half  its  present  number.  I  believe 
it  would.be  consistent  with  the  safety,  and  in  fur- 
therance of  the  l)est  interests  of  the  country.  The 
saving  to  the  Treasury  that  would  be  made,  which 
would  exceed  two  aod  a  half  millions  of  dollar^ 
a  year,  might  be  applied,  parti v,  to  a  further  in-* 
crease  of  the  Navy,  and  partly  towards  a  more 
speedy  eztingaishment  of  the  national  debt 
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TuMPAT,  Febrotry  18. 

Mn  Fbomentin,  from  the  Joint  Lrbnry  Com- 
mittee.  reported  the  foUowlog  resolmioiiS)  which 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the' second  reading: 

Bemdved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeenta- 
tioes  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Cangrtee 
aeeemlUd,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Commia- 
aioDer  of  Public  Buildings  to  cause  to  be  erected  and 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  Library  of  Congreaa 
a  suitable  building,  upon  a  plan  to  be  approred  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Repieseutatives,  to  be  situated  on  Delaware  avenue, 
norths  the  Capitol. 

Meeohed,  That  when  the  said  building  shall  be 
roa^  for  the  reception  of  the  aaid  library,  it  ahall  be 
the  doty  of  the  Librarian  to  remove  tba  sane  a«d 
anange  the  hooka  therein. 

Mr.  FaoMBNTiN  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
Ikin  Haigrave^  praVing  the  privilege  of  entering 
with  the  register  ot  the  land  office  east  of  Pearl 
rirer,  the  tract  of  land  on  which  be  resides,  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  as  des* 
ignated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
(erred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruooles.  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieucy  of  establishing 
a  po»l  road  from  Fort  Wayne,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace.  the  Senate  resamed, 
aa  in  Committee  of,  the  Whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decis- 
s|oos  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  Pbesident  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


Wboncboay,  Febraary  19. 

Mr.  Robb«t8,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaimS; 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  C. 
Boyd,  made  the  fotlowing  report : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  Paymaster  in  the  Army, 
and,' on  the  9th  of  March,  1813,  he  intrusted  to  Cap* 
tain  Joseph  Westcott  the  sum  of  $1,874  86,  to>pay 
sud  Westeott's  ooopany,  then  stationed  at  Gasttne, 
in  the  District  of  Msine.    Captain  Weeteott  left  Port- 
land in  the  sloop  Harriet  of  Portland,  Jscob  Orcutt, 
master,  and,  on  the  day  he  sailed,  dropped  the  money 
overboard,  and  was  deprived  of  the  means  of  recover* 
iag  it  by  a  rough  sea.    Mutilated  duplicate  reoeipta, 
given  by  Captain  Westcott  to  the  Paymaster  for  the 
sum  in  question,  are  in  the  Accountant's  oflSoe.    It 
appesn  the  usage  hss  been,  and  is  still  continued,  of 
the  Payaiasiera  sending  their  remittances  to  the  offi- 
cers of  potts  by  such  convey soces as  they  may  select; 
it  is,  however,  undeiatood  to  be  at  the  ri«iiof  tjie  Psy- 
mlster.    In  this  esse,  very  full  evidence  is  given  that 
the  loss  was  accidental,  though  the  loose  msnner  in 
which  Captain  Westcott  was  carrying  the  money  was 
blameable.    The  eflVct  of  relieving  the  petitioner  to 
the  United  States  is  the  poyment  of  the  money  twice. 
The  committee  are  of  opioion  that,  however  severe- 
ly the  withholding  relief  may  press  upon  the  petition- 
er, the  precedent  such  a  grant  would  establish  would 
be  of  the  most  evil  tendency.    It  seems  unwise  to 


adopt  any  iwrf-f*  that  weald  eaeovaga  r 

in  iLe  tranamimion  of  Bsonaya  by  Paymaaaaas.    Tk 

following  reaolution  ia  reapectlully  submitted,  viz : 

Ktmthfd,  That  the  |»etitioiiaff  have  Isave  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 
.  Th«  report  and  rcaolttUoii  were  read. 

Mr.  RoaBBTS,  froaa  the  aaine  eemmitlee,  tc 
wlioai  waa  referred  tlie  petitiea  of  Ttramas  fiv- 
eli,  nmda  a  report,  tagccker  with  tltt  faiiowiaf 
reaolai  ion : 

Biwilbflt  That  the  paayse  of  ^a  petitioner  is  » 
raasonahia,  and  onght  aoi  to  be  granted* 
The  report  Mid  f«aolation  wcte  iwad. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  OoBmiM 
of  Ckims,  to  whom  was  referred  th«  petitiooitf 
Jobm  Otis,  BttorBty  ef  WUliam  Otia,  late  eott» 
tor  of  the  ooatoiBa  of  the  diatrieetif  Bamstahk 
w«re  diaehmrged  from  the  fntlMr  eoasideratia 
thereof. 

Mr.  Daiia,  from  the  eommitiee  to  wham  m 
referred  the  motion  anboaitted  by  Mr.  Faow* 
Till  OB  the  liib  ioataot,  with  ioatmetloBsielsiq; 
to  the  journals,  matfe  a  report,  wltieh  wimi 
The  Senate  reaooaed  toe  eoaaideratim  of  the 
motion  of  ike  17th  instant  for  inecmetits  ^ 
Committee  on  Militnry  Affitirs  to  rcjaort  a  bill  n 
the  Senate  to  reduce  the  Militnry  Peace  Esn^ 
iishment  of  the  United  Sliiea ;  nod,  on  motioa 
by  Mr.  Ktiia,  the  farther  eonaidemtioo  tberca 
waa  poatponed  to,  and  mnde  the  order  oi  the  dir 
for  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  eooaidemtioa  of  i^ 
motion  cuf  the  17th  inatant,  lor  inatmetiog  ti» 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  ex}v> 
diency  of  anthorizing  %bm  Secretary  of  the  Tm* 
sury  to  purchase,  or  eanae  to  be  erected,  nuiu^ 
bnildiogs  for  coatom-hoosea  and  public  wiic' 
bbnses,  for  the  safe  aad  convenient  eoUecow  « 
the  revenne  of  the  United  Scatea,  andagrcci 
thereto. 

The  Senate  reaonaed  the  oonaidetation  of  w 
motions  of  the  17th  inatont,  for  inetractiog  ^ 
Committee  on  Finance  lo  report  to  the  Seostr* 
bill  proridine  for  the  esUhHshmeet  of  a  W 
within  the  City  of  Waahington,  opoa  ccriia 
conditions,  and  to  report  a  bill  prohiVitiagt  ifi< 
a  certain  time,  the  making  and  iaeoinc,  bfF 
unauthorized  aaaoeiation  or  individual,  vit^i" 
the  Diatrict  of  Colombia,  notea  or  bills,  wiik  u- 
tent -to  cauae  the  same  to  he  circalaied  and  i^ 
ceited  in  payment;  aad,  on  motion  by  M' 
OoLOBBOBODOB,  the  forther  conaideraiioa  ^ 
postponed  antil  the  fovrth  day  of  March  neit 
The  hill  respecting  the  tmnaportatien  of  ^ 
sons  of  color  for  sale  or  to  be  held  to  labor,  v« 
read  a  third  tinM,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  ror  reports  of  the  decisis 
of  the  Supreme  Court  waa  read  a  third  tial 
and  the  blanks  were  filled,  first  with  1.000,  ^ 
ond  with  80;  and  on  the  question,  ''ShsUiii 
till  pass?*'  it  was  determined  in  the afllrmatirf 
yeas  30,  nays  6|  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  CiH 
bell,  Chace,  Beggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GetUsJ 
Goldsborongh,  Hanson,  Haidin,  Hooey,  Howell,  H< 
ter.  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire,  Maaon  of  >1 
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T«it»    Talbot,   Taylor,    ThampMii,    Tichanor,   aod 
Tfoup. 

Nira — ^Meaart*  CoDdil.  Laoa^k,  Maeon,  lUbarta, 
Vafaam,  aad  Wilcon. 

So  it  waa  Reeohed,  That  tbia  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  ihereo/  be,  ^An.  act  to  proridta  for, 
reporu  of  the  deei«ioos  of  the  Suprene  Court." 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petiiioo  of  Aquitia 
M.  Bolton  aod  Amos  J.  Yaroallt  exeeiiiors  of 
LieuteDant  Joho  J.  Yarpall,  late  of  the  (Jaited 
Siatea  Narf,  prajriog:  relief  in  the  settlement  of 
his  a^coooifli  aa  »uted  in  the  petition ;  which  waa 
7e»d,  and  reierred  ta  the  Cocsmittee  on  Naval 
ASutu,  to  coiiaider.  and  report  thereon  hj  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  C«ACJ^  from  the  Conimitiee  09  the  Judi* 
eiarjr,  to  whom  wna  recommitted  the  bill. to  pro- 
vide for  the  puoiahmeiM  of  crimea  and  offences 
committed  wiihijQ  the  Indian  boundaries,  reported 
it  wiib^ amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  FaoMfiifTiN  siibmitted  the  following  mo« 
tioQ  for  consideration : 

Emkei^  That  the  Oommittee  en  the  Jadidaiy  be- 
iastriicted  to  ia^ire  into  the  expedieocy  of  aliewiof 
to  the  judge  of  the  atxtlk  drcait  coitrt  of  the  United 
States  a  aom  equal  to  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the 
dtstrict  coiut  of  Booth  Caioiina,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  daring  which  time  the  said  circuit  judge  wss 
cocapelle<i^  by  law,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  judge 
of  ssid  district  court. 

Mr.  Cbacs,  from  the  Committee  00  the  ludi- 
ciary,  asked  aad  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  more 
convenient  talring  of  afidavita  and  bail  in  civil 
causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Sutea;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pasaed  to  the 
seeood  reading. 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  relevred,  ref)ort«d  a  bill  to  divide 
the  Stute  of  PeanayWaoia  into  two  yodieial  dis- 
tricts; aod  the  bill  was  read,  and  pM>ed  to  the 
•ecood  resdiogf. 

The  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  making  appropria* 
lions  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1817,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred,  to 
the  Committee  oa  Finance,  to  consider  aad  re* 
port  ihtrreou* 

On  motiqikby  Mr.  BAaaotfa,  it  waa  agreed 
that  theconaideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  cooceraing  the  navigation  of  th^  United 
Siatca,"  togetlier  with  the  amendmenta  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Foreiga  Relations 
be  poatponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  tt>>roorrow. 

Mr.  Campbsll  presented  the  petition  of  Jesae 
Btran,  representing  that  he  has  lately  diseorered 
a  ailwet  mine  in  t^  Missouri  Territory, and  pray- 
ing the  privilege  of  working  the  same  for  five 
year.H,  00  coaditiona  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
Was  read;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The^bill  entitled  ''An  act  relating  to  the  ran- 
tofu  of  American  captives  of  the  late  war,"  was 
read  the  seeoud  tiine,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Military  Affatraytaetmsider.aBd  Tap0tt/ 
thereon. 

The  resolution  directiuff  a  building  to  be  erect- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  waa 
read  the  second  time.  ^ 

Mr.  QoLDBBOROuoB  submitted  the  foUowiog 
motion  (or  consideration : 


Reeohei,  That  the  President  of  the  Uailed  Statee 
be  requested  to  cause  ta  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  ne^ct  aeasioa  of  Congress^  such  messurss  aa  ha 
may  deem  most  effectual  for  the  security  of  the  coui^ 
try  watered  by  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  tributary 
streams,  against  the  maritime  force  of  an  enemy. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coaaideratlon  of  the 
bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  serrice 
of  their  masters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row week,  it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative-* 
yeas  21,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Condltp 
Baggett,  Bana,  Fromentin,  Gail^rd,  Goldsberongh, 
Hardin,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia^ 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thompson,  and 
Troup. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ashmun,  Qhace,  Hanson,  Horsey.* 
Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Ruggiss, 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Varnum,  and  Wilson. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr*  GobDSBOBOOOH,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  waa  referred  the 
petitioBof  the  Preaidea  tend  Directors  of  the  Bank- 
of  the  Metropolis ;  of  the  President  and  Dlt aetoia 
of  the  Patriotic  E^k  of  Washin|^on ;  andttf  th« 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Georgetown  and  Washington,  respectively  praf- 
ing  charters  of  incorporation,  were  disoharged 
from  the  fnother-coiisideratioo  thereof,  and-  they 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Diatriet  of  Columbia^  to  consider  and  report  thera^ 
on  by  bill  or  oiharwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  tha 
Wliole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ineorpo* 
rate  the  membera  of  the  Columhian  Institute; 
aad,  OB  motion  by  Mr.  Wit^aoN,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  onttl  tto 
fourth  day.  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CouMiiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tha  bill  to  establish  a 
separate  Territorial  government  for  tbeeastera 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  together  withr 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee.  Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested  to  take 
the'  Chair ;  and  the  amendmenta  having  beea 
agreed  to,  with  an  additional  amendiueot,  the 
Pbbbiobnt  resumed  the  Cbair,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordinglv.  And  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr«  Wii«UAM8  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUeoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stataa 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  tha 
correspondence  between  the  Government  oCthe  United 
Statea  and  the  Government  of  Spain»  r^tive  to  tha 
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of  controYany  between  the  two  nattone,  ex- 
cept  saoh  pftils  aa  he  may  deem  improper  to  djectoae. 

The  President  commanicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  of  the  onproductiTe  post 
roads  for  the  year  1816;  aod  the  report  was  read. 

On  mption,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  fortber  coo- 
tideratioD  of  the  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
eertain  public  lands  for  the  eocoaragemeQt  of  the 
Tine  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon,  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 


Thubbdat,  February  20. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Vi^inia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  praying  an  act  of  incorporation, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  or 
Colombia^  to  consider  aod  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  also  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  P^e^identand  Directors  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwiHe. 

Mr.  Mason  also  presented  the  petition  of  Ali- 
cia Garter,  relict  of  William  B.  Carter,  who  died 
in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  late  war, 
previous  to  his  being  mustered,  praying  for  relief, 
as  stated  in  thtf  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
ooBKider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fiiirs,  to  whom  the  subjf  ct  was  referred,  reported 
a  btll  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  J.  Yarnall,  t^eceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  same  eommittee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  £dward  Shu  brick 
and  others,  officers  of  the  late  United  States'  brig 
Chippewa,  made  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resohedt  That  the  mcmoriaUsts  have  leave  to  with- 
dmw  their  memorial. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
memorial  of  toe  merchants  of  Portjimooth,  New 
Hampshire,  and  its  vicinity,  who  have  suffered 
from  the  depredations  of  French  cruiNers;  repre- 
senting, that  during  the  wars  in  Europe  which 
arose  om  of  the  French  Revolution,  their  pro- 
perty, while  engaged  in  lawful  commerce,  was 
subjected  to  capture  and  condemnation  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  French  Republic,  upon  the  most 
frivolous  pretences;  that  for  these  aggressions 
they  had  a  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  French 
Government,  which  they  had  urged  with  some 
success,  but  that  by  the  cunvention  of  September 
30,1800,  the  claim  of  American  citizens  for  in- 
demnity for  such  captures  was  relinquished,  in 
eohbideration  of  certain  great  political  advantages 
in  favor  of  the  United  States,  whereby  they  con- 
ceive the  Untied  States  are  bound  to  discharge 


those  claims  which  they  preveoted  their  etiizcH 
from  ohtaiotng  abroad;  and  prayiog  eompeca- 
tion  therefor,  aod  that  such  measures  mark 
pursued  as  will  secure  to  them  mn  indemsir 
from  the  Oovernment  of  France  for  the  depre- 
dations of  French  cruisers  since  the  ratifictucs 
of  the  convention  of  September  30, 1800;  asd'ie 
memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  is 
motion  of  the  19th  instant,  for  request iog  ^ 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  ben* 
ported  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of  Cc> 
gress,  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  most  r6^ 
luai  for  the  security  of  the  country  watered  r 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  against  the  maritime  fiirs 
of  an  enemy;  and  on  motion,  bj  Mr.  BABsoa 
the  further  consideration  thereof  w«s  postpooa 
until  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraiioo  of  st 
motion  of  the  lOih  instant,  for  reqaestiogseopr 
of  the  correspondence  betweeo  the  Oorenmes 
of  the  United  States  and  the  GoTerssieffr  d 
Spain,  relative  to  the  controversy  betvin  the 
two  nations,  except  such  part  as  mmj  be  tont^ 
improper  to  disclose,  aod  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  ofix 
motion  of  the  19th  instant^  for  instroethig  t!» 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  iato  da 
expediency  of  allowing  to  the  judge  of  the  siiu 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates,  a  certaio  cotB- 
pensation  for  having  performed  the  doties  of  iht 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  South  CaroliDt;  aa< 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  tbf 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  w 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd;  as^ia 
coneurrencie  therewith,  the  petitioner'  hwilart 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  wboain< 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ewell;  asd^ii 
concurrence  therewith,  it  was  resolved  tbattM 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  unreasonable,  and  ottgk 
not  to  be  Granted. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  ^ka  ut 
for  the  more  convenient  takiag  of  afidaviuao^ 
bail  in  civil  causes^ depending  in  thecouruoft^ 
United  States,*'  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^A: 
act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Uaitec 
States,"  together  with  the  amendmenu  reponet 
thereto  by  thedommitteeon  Foreign  Relaiioa^ 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Psb** 
DIRT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly,  t^ 
the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in  vi^ 
Airtber  amendmenu,  on  tbe  question,  ^  Shall  tk 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  retdi 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  u 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  set  apir^ 
snd  dispose  of  certain  lands  for  the  encoursfc- 
ment  of  tbe  cultivation  of  the  vine,  aod  otiK^ 
exotie  plants  thereon.    Mr.  Yabnom  was  ir 
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guested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the  biU  having 
been  amended,  the  PBE8ip£ifT  resamed  the  Chair, 
and  it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly ; 
ind  the  amendments  havins  been  coocarred  in, 
3D  the  qaestion,  *<  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
iffirmatire— yeiis  29,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

"^SAS — Messrs.  Ashman,  Barboor,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Gondii,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaiilard,  Goids- 
MroQgh,  Horsej,  HoweU,  Hunter,  King,  Lseock, 
Macon,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes, 
rait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Varaum. 
Wells,  and  Wilson.  .* 

NATB-^Mem.  Daggett,  Hazdin,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Haggles,  and  Smith. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
eport  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
he  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Frobcentin,  on  the 
L4ih  instant,  with  instructions  in  relation  to  the 
ournal,  as  follows: 

"That  before  the  statement  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sarbour,  on  which  the  question  was  taken  bj  yeas 
nd  nays,  on  Thursday  the  13th  instant,  as  recorded 
a  the  journal  of  that  day,  it  would  be  pn^r  to  state 
he  reading  of  the  entries,  prepared  by  the  SecreUiy  of 
he  Senate,  for  a  jouroil  of  the  preceding  day,  with  re- 
Brence  to  the  counting  of  votes  for  President  and 
rice  President  of  the  United  States. 

'*  In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  a  fiur  view  of 
tie  question  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
lay  be  presented  in  the  ibllowihg  mode  of  stating  the 
&ct,  viz : 

«<  The  entries  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
te  for  a  journal  of  proceedings,  on  Wednesday  the 
2th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  counting  of  votes 
>r  President  and  Yice  President  of  the  United  States, 
rere  read  in  the  words  following : 

**  The  two  Houses  of  Congress  agreeably  to  the 
>int  resolution,  assembled  in  the  Representatives' 
Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  the 
Bveral  States,  beginning  with  the  Sute  of  New 
lampshire,  were,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
pened  and  delivered  to  the  tellers  appointed  for  the 
urpose,  by  whom  they  were  read,  except  the  State  of 
ndiana;  and  when  the  certificate  of  the  Electors  of 
hat  State  was  opened,  an  objection  was  made  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
rom  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  *  that  the 
rotes  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  Presi- 
lent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  (having 
>een  given  previous  to  the  admission  of  that  State  into 
he  Union  )  ought  not  te  be  received  and  counted." 

«  Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  YAurvx,  the  Sen- 
Lte  returned  to  their  own  Chamber;  and  the  following 
nessage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ives,  by  Mr.  Dougherty  their  Clerk: 

«*  *  Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives  is 
•eady  to  proceed  to  make  out  and  Complete  a  list  of 
he  voles  for  President  and  Yice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ed  Sutes,  in  pursuance  of  the  jouit  rosolnUon  of  the 
1 1th  instant.' 

"The  two  Houses  of  Congress  having  again  as- 
lembied  in  the  Representttives'  Chamber,  and  the 
:ertificate  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
laviog  been  opened  by  the  Prsaident  of  the  Senate, 
wuB  delivered  to  the  teilen  appointed,  for  the  purpose. 


who,  having  examined  and  ascertained  the  whole  nnm- 
ber  of  votes,  presented  a  list  thereof  to  the 
of  the  Senate,  which  was  read  as  fi>llowa : 


STATIS. 


New  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticat 

Yermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Yirginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Ohio 

Loniuana 

Indiana 

Total 
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"The  whole  number  of  votes  being  317,  of  which 
109  make  a  majority. 

<«  Whereupon,  Mr.  Barbour,  submitted  thelbllowmg 
motion,  which  was  read  and  considered : 

<'  Rewhed,  That  the  Journal  of  the  proeeedings  of 
the  Senate  on  yesterday,  ao  fiir  as  they  are  connected 
with  the  aervice  of  counting  the  ballots  for  President 
and  Yice  President  of  the  United  States,  be  made  up 
in  conformity  to  the  precedento  heretofore  eatoblished 
m  similar  cases." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  negative — yeas  12,  nays  20.' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  tbe  yeas  and  naya 
being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the  Senators  presea^ 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are 

Messrs.  Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Laeock,  Macoiu 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait^  Taylor,  Tichenor,  and 
Yamum. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are 

Messrs.  Ashmun,  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Gail- 
lard,  Goldsborough,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Horsey,  HoweU, 
Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Yir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Wil- 
liams»  and  Wilson. 

And  then,  on  motioui  the  Senate  adjoarned 
oniil  to-morrow. 
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•Fridat,  Febraary  21. 

Mr.  WaLUM0«  from  the  CoutiHtttfcoo  Mili- 
tary A&irs,  (0  whom  wa^  referred  iii«  bill  eatf- 
tlea  *rAn  act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American 
captires  of  the  late  -war/'  reported  it  witboat 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,- from  the  same  committee,  to 
"Whom  the  siibjaet  wms  referred,  rejiorted  a  bill  to 
aeeure  in  certaio  cases  the  bounty  in  land  to  the 
heirs  of  deceased  $oldiers;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and.pasaed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
Bance,  wbo'Were  insfracted  by  a  resolution  of  the 
11th  Instant,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  antitled  *^An  act  farther  to  provide  for  the 
tolleetion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
i^ased  the  3d  ^j  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bHl  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  readlnrg. 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
ciary,'who'were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
20th  instant,  reported  a  bill  poviding  an  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  circuit  judge  of  the 
aizth  circuit  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

'Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  teiitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Gorernment  for  toe  y«ar  1817,  reported  it  with 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  PRESiDBif  T  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Na?y  Departmeatj  tfsiks- 
mitting,  for  the  Ase  of  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
fifty  copies  of  the  Register  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with 
the  resolution  of  Deceml>er  11th,  1815;  and  the 
letter  was  read. 

Mr.  TAiTgave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  abould 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  altering  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naral  -Alfiiirs,  to 
wnom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Edward 
Shubrick  and  others,  dffio^rs  of  the  late  United 
Statesbrig Chippewa.    Whereupon, 

Resaivea,  That  the  memx)rialisi8  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  memorial. 

^e  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
into  two  judicial  districts,  was  read  the  second 

time. 

The  till  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  J.  Yarnidl,  was  read  the  seeond 
lime. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
lie  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine,  and  other  exotic  plants  thereon,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  eorre^tly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a'  third  ^me. 

Meiolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbe'title 
thereof  be.  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
certain  puolic  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
onltiration  of  the  vine  and  olive.'* 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  att 


eooeerning  the  navigation  of  the  United  Sfatn^ 
having  been  reported  by  the  eomtiiitt««  correc' < 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tim^  t 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resomed,  agreeably  to  the  order  :- 
the  day,  the  conaideratioo  of  tbe  moiioc  cf  tkt 
17th  instant,  for  instrnetiag  the  0<»mmi((«t  ob 
Military  A  Airs  to  report  to  tbe  8c«ace«  billt. 
redaee  tbe  Military  Peace  BstaMiabiDeat  of  \» 
United  Stales;  and,  on  aaoiioo  by  Mr.  Viri 
UAm.  the  ooDsideratioo  tbcreof  was  farther  p«- 
poned  toand  made  the  order  of  ihe^ay  far  lf» 
day  next. 

The  Seeate  resvmed,  as  iu'Comnitfeeof  i^t 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  thebill,  entitled  "^Jb 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  tbe  neoiral  rfji- 
tions  of  the  United  States,"  together  wicii  ti( 
amendments  reported  hereto  by  tbe  Comnffi« 
on  Foreign  Relations;  and,  on  moiioo  hjMr 
BAHBOira,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  tbe  Ccm- 
mitt^e  on  Foreign  Relations,  ftirther  to  coou^b 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  ComoaittK  of  ibe 
Whale,  the  eonaideraiion  of  the  bill  for  ibeniicf 
of  Sarah  Dewees,  and  no  annndment  tevvii 
been  agreed  id,  ibe  PnBsmcirr  repotted  tbe  \ili 
to*  tbe  Hooae.niid  it  w*s  ordered  t^o-beeagfsjw* 
atid  read  a  tWird  time. 

A  message  from  th6  House  of  Represeofatfre 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  p.i9^ 
a  bill  entitled  ^An  act  repealing  tbe  act,  eotiilK 
*An  act  for  the  safekeeping  ano  aecoromodacioi 
of  prisoners  of  war,'  passed  July  6^  ISIS;"  a  bu 
entitled  '^An  act  making  provision  for  the  supfvr: 
of  the  Military  EsUbK^ment  for  tbe  year  ISIT* 
a  bUl  entitled  ^'An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  arm/  lad 
militia  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brtamr 
a  bill  entitM  **An  act  supplementary  toaatct 
entitled  'An  act  further  to  amend  the  aevera\  teft 
for  the  eatablishment  and  regulation  of  the  Tret- 
sury,  War,and  Navy  Departments;"  n  bill, eaur 
tied  '^An  act  freeing  from- postage  ail  Letters  aii 
paokets  lomnd  from  James  Madison  f*  n  bill  e«&- 
tied  ''An  act  to  authorise  the  exieosioo  of  tat  { 
Celnmbia  ttrnpike  road  within  tbe  Dlstciei  of 
Colmnbia ;"  a  bill  entitled  '^Annetconcenaiagti^e 
eompettsatlon  of  the  district  attorney  for  the  iM- 
triet  of  Massaehttsetts;''  also  a  bill,  entif/ed  ""Ai 
act  making  approprtattons  for  the  sttppert  of  tbe 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ISIVit 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  ibe 
Senate. 

The  eight  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,an^ 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  repealing  tbe  net  tt 
titled  'An  act  for  the  safekeeping  and  accomoo' 
dation  of  prisoners  of  war,'  passed  July  the  6u. 
1812,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  noaniaooai 
oonsent^and  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  f(x 
tbe  support  of  the  Military  BstabliaiHDeQt  for  t^ 
year  1817,"  was  read  the  aeoond  time  by  unaaK 
mons  oonsent,  and  referred  to  thef  Committee  oa 
Finaaoe,  to  eonaider  and  report  tbereen. 
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The  hill  entitled  '^An  Mt  makiog  additional 
appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  militia  daring  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimons  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  <  An  act  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  tb^  estahlishroent  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  NaTy  Departmenu,' "  ^as 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  biii  entitl6d  ^An  act  to^  authorize  the  ex- 
tension  of  the  Columbia  turnpike  road  within  the 
District  of  Colombia,"  was  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon . 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  concerning  the  com- 
pensation of  the  district  attorney  for  the  district 
of  Massachusetts,"  was  read  a  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary^  to  ooasider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  makinff  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Sutes  for  the  year  1817,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  eoosent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflaijs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  freeing  from  postage 
all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  James  Madi- 


son 


was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent.  ^ 

The  Senate^ jesumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  for  an  additional  V4>lume  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion thereof;  and  no  amttidment  havioir  been 
made  thereto;  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and  on  motiooj  By  Mr.  Daoqbtt,  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  Prbsiobnt  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  Vead  a 
third  time. 

The  Senhte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appointmoit  of  hospital  surgeons  and  hospital 


SATtjaoAT,  February  22. 

Mr,  WiLUAifs,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
itary  Afifairs,wbo  were  instructed  by  a  resolution 
ef  the  5tb  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  ^An 
act  for  organizing  the  General  Staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virgiiiia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  incorp(>ra(e  the 
subscribers  to  certain  banks  within  theUistrict  of 
Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  within  the  DtsUriCt  of 
Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the -petition  of  Qeorg^e 
Bowles,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  his 
having  been  maimed  while  in  the  public  service, 
in  the  Ordnance  Department;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
sions,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

.  Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr^  TiiT  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  f6r 
thenext  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  NOBLG,  from  the  Committee  on  PabKc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  JaoMs 
Reed  and  others,  rqiorted  a  bill  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  laad 
in  the  reservation  at  the  Lower  Rapids  of  San- 
dusky ;  tnd  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  frpm  the  Committee  on  Mkli" 
ury  Affairs,  to  whom  was  veferted  the  bill,  enti- 
tled^*An  act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
for  the  safekeeping  and  accominodation  of  pris- 
oners of  war,'  passed  July  the  6th,  1812,'*  reporlcd 
it  Without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  secure,  in  certain  oases,  the  bounty 
in  Ubd  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  providing  a'h  additional  compensation 
to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  ef  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  autbortzine  a  subscription  for  an  additional 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  dhitribution  thereof;  and  on  motioO)  by  Mr. 


sncgeons'  mates  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,   Daoqbtt,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 


together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  and  on  mo- 
tion^ by  Mr.  Laoogk,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  fifth  d^y  of  March 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit  of  the  legal  represcAtatlves  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
late  merchant  of  Montreal ;  knd  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  thePRSsinENT  report- 
ed it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
gtooed  and  read  a  third  time. 


postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  res- 
ervation of  certain i)ttblic  lands  to  supply  timber 
for  naval  purposes;  and  the  bill  having  beOn 
amended,  the  PaESioBUt  reported  it  to  the  Hoqse 
accordingly,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrpsaed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senaite  resniaed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whok,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the  lands  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  B&i^ssippi  Territory,  and 
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the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  described ;  and 
DO  aroendmeDC  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
Prbbidbiit  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoase,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  <'An 
SLCt  iupplementary  to  an  act^  entitled  'An  act 
•concerning  the  Naval  Establishment;"'  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbb- 
IDENT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and  distri- 
bution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  the  blank  filled  with  ''800,"  and 
passed. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  legal  representa* 
lives  of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  merchant  of  Mon- 
treal, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  tet  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvements,  the  bonus. of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of  its 
dividends." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dagoett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to^and  made  ibm 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Park  Holland;"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbbidbnt 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resun&ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled,  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  payment  for 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  tbe  military  service  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the  ninth  of  April, 
1816,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  selecl  committee ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Sanfobo,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Dewees  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled  with 
«  9,079  80-106." 

On  the  question,  "SbnU  this  bill  pass?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  and  ofiences  committed 
within  the  Indian  boundaries,  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  the-  Judiciary ;  and,  the  amendments  havioff 
beeir  agreed  to,  the  Pbbbidbnt  reported  tbe  bill 
tothe  House  accordingly;  and,  the  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in,  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill  authorizing 
vessels  departing  from  the  town  of  the  Bayou  St. 
John,  and  the  basin  of  the  Canal  De  Carondelet, 
for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the  custom-house 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  PaaatDBNT  report* 


ed  it  to  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  c  % 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  vj 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolation  &im^ 
ing  a  building  to  be  erected  for  tbe  use  of  tlie  L 
brary  of  Congress;  and,  no  amendment  br;Q| 
been  made  ther«to,  the  PaBBiDBirr  reported  it  u 
the  House;  and  on  the  question,  "SbalJ  ihhny 
olutioo  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  timeT 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  R^presentstzr; 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pisK 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  io  valid  pe- 
sinners ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  as  l* 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  s.- 
itary  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  octr 
purposes;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  w^pec- 
ing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  ceriatn  off^' 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  f^  io  wf^ 
bills  tbey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  SaiK. 
They  have  also  passed  tbe  bill  which  ort^isatfi 
in  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  grantingt/xv^Mi 
to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor,"  wtti  imeod- 
meats;  in  which  they  reqtiest  the  coBcnRsceof 
the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  eosside 
the  amendment:!  of  the  House  of  ReprrseotstiTe 
to  tbe  bill  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  tfaerett 

The  three  bills  last  1)ruught  up  for  cooearresft 
were  read,  and  they  severally  passed  co  the  seeos. 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GoLOaBOBonoB,  tbeAciia! 
Secretary  of  War  was  request^  to  lav  before  li 
Senate  the  probable  amount  c^  the  claim  of  !^ 
State  of  Maryland,  for  military  serwices  daria; 
the  late  war,  and  such  information  as  be  mif  K 
in  possession  of  on  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ^/^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  io  Mvm 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  co&T^ 
nient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  cta«L 
depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Sts»;" 
and,  no  amendments  having  been  made  tliert:^ 
the  Pbbbidbnt  reported' the  bill  to  the  Hooit 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  t 
third  time. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  oa  Ft- 
nance,  communicated  the  correspondence  wi^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  s: 
the  national  currency }  which  was  read,  sod  or 
dered  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  Smaie. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  divide  t:^ 
Stale  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  distrtC'^ 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto.  :- 
pBBsiOBlfT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  n 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  iitnt 

The  following  Message  was  received  fromi^' 
Pbbsiobnt  op  tub  Unitbo  Statbb  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stata.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretai?^ 
State,  complying  with  their  resolation  of  the  20th  VDfi 

JAMES  MADlSOli. 
FaaavjimT  B3,  1817. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mantioDi 
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were  read«  and  ordered  to  be  priaCed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBSRVB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Phiiadelphia  Society  for  ^promoting  American 
Manofaeiarea,  praying  the  tariff  of  duties  estab- 
lished at  the  last  sessiooj  particalarly  on  cottpn 
and  woollen  goods^  may  be  rendered  permanent, 
and  that  wholesome  provisions  for  preventing 
evasione  of  the  revenue  hiws  may  be  enacted,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  pomroeree  and 
Manofacturefl^  to  consider  and  report  thereon^  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Varn oat  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  authorizing  a  snbscnption  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  tenth  volomeof  the  public  documents. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  J.  Yarnall; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  Pbe8II>ent  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives 
of  the  late  war ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  Prbsiobnt  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  readinj^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qov- 
emment  for  th^  year  1817,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  with  further  amendments,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Cm pbsll,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  compensating  Peter  Hagner. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Nicho- 
las Boom,  who  was  a  private  in  the  Army  of  the 
Uoited  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
praying  a  pension  in  consideration  of  his  services 
and  sufferings,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


MoMOAT,  February  24. 

The  Fbbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War, 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military 
Esiablishment,  for  the  year  1816 ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  Prbsiobht  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  Governor  Plomer,  presenting  to  the  Senate 
a  map  of  New  Hampshire,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State;  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *' An 
act  concerning  the  compensation  of  the  district 


attorney  for  the  district  of  Massachusette,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Yarmum  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  tenth  volume  of  public  documents ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLBON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  post  roads;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  postmaster  at  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey, reported  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read : 

Rooked^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  ihereafo  the 
compensation  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark,  in  New 
Jersey. 

The  bill  to  oontinue  in  force  '^An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnaffe,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March. 
1815,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  tbb  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army 
$f  the  Uoited  Slates,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  ro  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  making  foriher  provision  for  mili^ 
taxy  services  durins  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow  submitted  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  Malyne  Baker.  Whereupon,  on  mo-^ 
tion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  MalyneBaker^  of  the  Suite  of 
Ohio,  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners. 

The  bill  ito  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time* 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Hardin,  it  was  apeed  to 
suspend  the  llih  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate: 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hardin  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  discoatinir- 
ance  of  the  business  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
certain  cases ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the^  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  for  organizing  the 
Gkneral  SiafiJ  and  making  further  provision  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  pnoi^^hment  of  crimes 
and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian  bound- 
aries, was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question}  "  ShaU  this  bill  pass  ?"  it  was 
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4f  tennincd  ia  the  affirimUve— y€M  17,  nays  13, 
as  follows: 

TBAi--MeMn.  Bariiovr,  Bmwn,  Cham,  Btggstt, 
Hardin,  Hoiwy,  Howell,  Hnnter,  Maoim»  Mason  of 
Yirginia,  RokIm,  Suifimi,  Stokoa,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Troop,  and  Wuliams. 

Nats — Meawa.  Aahmon,  Condit,  Gaillaid,  King, 
Laoock,  Maaon  of  New  Hampahira,  Monow,  Roberta, 
Smitb,  Thonipaon,  Tichanor,  Vaninm,  and  Wilaoo. 

So  it  was  ReBolved,  That  thia  bill  pasa,  aad 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "Ao  act  to  proride  for  the 
puniahmaDt  of  erimes  and  offences  eoininttttd 
within  the  ladian  boaodarfiea." 

The  bill-  makiag  rcserfation  of  certain  paUic 
laads  to  lopply  tinber  for  iMTal  parpoaes,  har- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  correcdj  en- 
groaaed,  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  tiie  blanks 
were  filled. 

Buolved,  That  thia  bill  pasa,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ^An  act  making  reaervatioa  of  eeitain 
pablic  landa  to  sapply  timber  for  aartd  pur- 
po^ea." 

The  bill  to  audiorize  the  appointment  of  a  anr- 
Tejor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  therein  deaeribed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  blanks  were  filled.  ^ 

Buohtd,  That  this  bill  pass,  aad  thac  the  title 
thereof  be  ^An  act  to  aathorize  the  appointment 
of  a  aarveyor  for  the  landa  id  the  northern  part  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain 
iaDds  therein  described." 

The  bill  aathoriatog  vceiebdepartiogfrom  the 
town  of  Bayev  St.  John  aad  basin  of  the  Gaoal 
de  Carondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  oat  at 
the  casiom-hoase,  ia  the  city  of  New  OrleaDs, 
was  read  a  third  time,  aad  paased« 

The  bill  in  additiqn  to  an  aet,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  aflbiaTiu  and 
hail  in  civil  eaasea,  dependiag  ia  the  conrta  of 
the  United  States,''  waa  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bai  to  divide  the  Sute  of  Pennsylvania 
intolwo  judicial  districts,  waa  read  a  third  time, 
and  the  bUaka  having  been  filled,  the  bill  aras 
amended  by  noanimous  consent. 

Bemdvtdy  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Penn* 
sylvania  into  two  jndicial  districts." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  J.  Yarnall,  deceast^,  waa  read  a 
third  timfu  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  svpplementary  to  an 
act  entitled  ^An  act  coaceraiag  the  Naval  Ea<- 
tablishment,"  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  enUtled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Parh 
Holland,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eniided  ''An  aet  relating  to  the  ran- 
anm  of  American  captives  of  t|M  late  war/'  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BAr.  BaaBOoa,  from  the  Committee  en  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
entitled  ''An  act  nore  efieetaaily  to  preaerve  the 
■eatcal  relations  of  the  United  Statea,"  reported 
it  with  amendments ;  which  were  read* 

The  Senate  tepomed  the  cansidantion  af  the 


tnotion  of  the  17th  inatant,  Ibr  iiMtrtietiB^  \ 
Committee  on  Military  Afiaira  to  report  a  bU 
redoee  the  MiUiarv  Peace  EatahlisiMmeat  of  ^ 
United  Statea;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  WilluI 
the  eonsideratiott  thereof  waa  fartker  po^tps^ 
tou  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mbow 

The  Senate  rcauoMd  the  eoaai4etmtioa  if  U 
bill  anthoriaiag  a  aahacription  for  «n  addium 
Tolameof  theUawa  of  the  United  St«tea,aad^ 
the  diauibotton  thereof;  aad  the  bill  baviagbn 
amended,  it  waa  ordered  to  be  cngromad  aadd 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  CaaaaaiUee  of » 
Whole,  the  constderatiea  of  tlie  bill  to  aaUMc 
the  Slate  of  Teonesaea  to  issue  graata  aad  wsk 
titles  on  certaia  eatriea  aad  ItMnttona  of  hs: 
therein  deaeribed,  tqrether  with  the  amendas 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  eaamittce  ;ai^w 
motion  by  Mr.  BBOwa,  the  fortbar  caasidcniB 
thereof  was  potlponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  aa  ia  Coai«sttee  of » 
Whole,  the  eoaaideration  of  the  btU,  enliiM  ^k 
aet  to  amend  the  aet  aaibo;isiag  tbe  pafBaaiAtr 
property  loat,  captaied,  or  destroyed  by  ikcaen/ 
while  in  the  military  serrieeaf  tba  CJaitiiSitSB. 
and  for  other  paipoaesi  passed  tbe  ninth  at  IfCL 
1616,"  together  with  the  ameadanants  k^bol 
thereto  by  the  aelect  committee. 

Mr.  Vamiom  waa  teqneated  to  take  the  CJtfr 
aad  the  ameadmeata  bavlag  been  agreed  to.ut 
PaaainBiiT  reaiimed  the  Chair  ;  and  the  bill  at 
reported  to  the  Honae  acoaidiagly«  Aad,  on  ta 
qneatioa,  "*  Shall  the  ameadmeocs  be  enctosas 
and  the  bill  readatbtcd  time  aa  aaeadedf- 
was  deteruiaed  ia  tbe  affirmailve. 

The  PanainaiiT  commaaieaied  a  report  oi  ta 
Acting  Seoreiary  of  War,  made  in  oompliuee 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  tbe  SI2d  tfia«A 
^  reqaestiag  him  to  lay  before  the  SenatetbcFO- 
bable  amoaat  of  the  daim  of  the  State  of  tittf- 
land,  for  militia  services  daring  the  late  war,iii 
aoeh  informatioa  aa  he  may  be  in  poaac«iM  ^ 
on  that  anbjeet  f  aad  the  report  wna  read.. 

The  Seoate  reaamed,  aa  in  Cemnaiitee  of  tk 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  the  hill  entitled  *Ai 
act  makiag  appropdationa  for  the  anpfMrt  d  Ge^ 
ernmeat  for  ibe  year  1817 ;"  aad  after  pttp^ 
the  further  oonaideiatioa  thereof  waa  poaipne^ 
until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaeoUtirfl 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ptssK 
a  hill  entitled  "An  aet  directing  the  transfer  ^ 
unclaimed  pensiotM^  and  limiting  the  pay  meat  i^ 
the  Treasury  only ;"  a  bill  enutled  *>«An  act  ^ 
amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An  aetgraatliig  bomti* 
ia  land  and  extra  nay  to  oertain  Canadian  vohs^ 
teers,'  paaaed  5th  March,  1816,"  a  bill  entitled  -*Ai 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  opening  andc^ 
ting  out  a  road  therein  deaeribed  r  ^^  a  billys' 
titled  '^An  net  for  the  relief  of  certain  offieenf 
in  which  bills  they  requmttheconearrenceof  t^ 
Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  loi 
paaaed  to  the  aecoad  leadtag. 

Tbe  Senate  reaumed,  aa  in  Catnaiittce  of  t^ 
Whole,  tbe  conaidtration  of  tbe  btU,  eatitled  ^'Ai 
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ftct  freeing  Trmn  ppsu^  all  letters  and  paeket»io 
and  from  James  Madison ;"  and  do  amendmeat 
having'  been-  made  thereto,  the  President  report- 
ed it  to  the  HoQse,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  readiog. 

Mr.  Williams  isiEed  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  compensating  Pecer  Hagoer ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  aflid  pused  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Weli^  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Briggs^  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
coofits,  as  sorrefor  of  the  lands  of  the  ^Untied 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  andeoea- 
pensation  for  exploring  and  ascertaining  the  fepo* 
graph  jr  of  a  post  roote  from  Washington  Citf  to 
New  Orleans,  as  slated  in  the  petition  j  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  RnooLBS  presented  the  petition  of  fi^och 
Bsrnnm,. prayings  a  pension,  for  reasons  stated Jn 
the  petition;  which  was  read, and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RuQOLBB  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Alexander  PatteisoDi  6f  Jefferson  county,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  who  was  a  second  Heotenant  In 
the  Army  of  th«  United  Sutes,  daring  the  late 
war  with  Qreat  Br itato,:  praying  relief  in  consid- 
eration of  bis  having  been  neverely  wonxded  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  consider  andreport^  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 


TtTS8DAT|  February  25. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  havo  passed 
a  resolation  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  examine  and  report  to  iheir  respective 
Houses  what  business  is  pending  before  them,  and 
what  \a  iadispensable  to  act  upon  previous  to  their 
adjournment,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
OB  their  part ;  in  which  they  lequeet  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in. 
and  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Tait  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  President  commanicated  the  general  «6- 
coant  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutea  from 
the  1st  of  April,  1815,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1816, 
as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, from  the  Ht  of  October,  1815,  lo  the 
1st  of  October,  1816,  together  with  the  reporu 
thereon ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBsaTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Frederick 
Folley,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Suohedf  That  tiie  psayer  of  the  petitioher  be  dis- 
allowed. 

Mr.  Wilson  suVmiUed  the  fdlowlngresolntion, 
which  was  read :     - 

RtMohtd  by  the  Smote  emd^Bouu  of  RepfUdnU^ 
tna  of  the  Uniied.Staiee  of  America,  in  Oongnes 
BweaiofedL  That  die  SeoNCaiy  of  the  flenaie,  and 


Oleilt  of  the  Hofose  of  Reprssentatives,  be  dirseted,  ut 
making  any  fotnre  eontrsct  ibr  the  printing  of  Cen- 
gress,  to  itipolats  sod  require  that  the  8ame,exoeptitig 
only  the  bills,  or  when  otherwise  spedslly  directed  by 
either  Hooaei  shall  be  done  in  a  royal  octavo  form,  the 
size  of  the  pages  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  late 
edition  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  that 
when  any  table  will  not  admit,  with  the  use  of  the 
smaller  type,  of  compression  into  that  size,  they  shall 
be  so  printed  as  to  fold  oonvemently  into  the  volame. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  year  1817,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  respecting  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  William  a,  from  the  same  ooaunittee,.  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  making  further 
provision  for  military  services  during  the  late 
war,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  the  same 
with  an  ameadment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lation ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Reeohed,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  SimpesB, 
and  Geoige  Hieks,  assistaats-to  the  Serfaan^t-Mtts 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  ent  of  the  con- 
tingent Amd,  two  dollars  a  day  for  eadi  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  osasion 
of  Congress ;  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed  one 
hundred  dollars  for  his  attendanee  during  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Chaos  presented  the  memorial  of  Nathan- 
iel Cutting,  praying  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  reservation  of  military  boonty  lands,  in  ceo- 
sideration  of  his  long  and  faithful  public  services ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  anthoriziag  a  subecription  for  an  ad- 
ditional volume  of  Che  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  distribtttion  thereof,  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Vabmum,  the  further  consideratioii 
thereof  was  poetponed  until  lo-morrow. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  ^Amact 
to  amend  the  act  'authorizing  the  payment  for 
propertjf  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  ninth 
of  ^pril,  181d,"  having  been  reported  by  tke 
committee  correctly  epgroesed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  thiid  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  koadsi  who  were  instructed,  by avesoUtioa 
of  the  SenatCj  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencf  of 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the  postmaster  at 
Newark,  fiew  Jersey.    Whersupon, 
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JRetolved,  That  it  is  ioexpedieot  to  increcBe 
the  compen$atioo  of  the  postmaster  at  Newark, 
in  New  Jersey. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  freeing  from  postage 
all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  James  Madi- 
son.'' was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

I'he  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  cer- 
tain tmoks  in  the  Diiitrict  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  submitted  sundry 
statements  of  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of  those 
banks:  and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow ;  and  the  state- 
ments ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Carter ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  th^ 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  reservation  at 
the  lower  rapids  of  Sandusky,  was  read  the  sec^ 
ond  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
printing  of  the  tenth  yofume  of  public  documents, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  atf  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvements,  the  boons  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  States'  share  of  its 
dividends.'' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  establish  post  roads  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  discontinuance  of  the 
basiness  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases, 
was  read  the  seoond  time. 

The  bill  compensating  Peter  Hagner  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  Hn  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  granting  boonties  in  land  and  extra 
pay  to  certain  Canadian  rolooteers,"  passed  5th 
March,  1816,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on*  the  Public  Lands, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain officers,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 
^  The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  making  and  cutting  out  a  road  therein 
described,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  wlis  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals,  to  consider 
and  report  thereoa. 

The  bill  oaittled  '*An  act  directing  the  transfer 
of  aaclaimed  pensions,  and  limiting  their  pay- 
ment at  the  Treasury  only  $"  was  read  the  second 
time.  l' 

The  Senate  reamed,  aaia  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1817 ;  and  after  further  pro- 
gress, on  motion  by  Mr.  Troop,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coasideration : 


Bemfhid,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  m- 
stmetad  to  inquire  Into  the  expedienqr  of  increasiBf 
the  penaton  of  Kanddph  Ciarkson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands 
therein  described,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  commitxee^  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Stokes,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MIUTARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  17th  instant,  for  instroeiing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  report  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Bstab- 
lishment  of  the  United  States;  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  amended,  by  leaving  the  number  a  blank, 
by  striking  out  the  word  **  five,'*  and  inserting 
after  '* engineers,"  in  the  last  line ''and  of  topo- 
graphical engineers;" 

Mr.  Babbour  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  to  the  4th  of  March  next. 

I  cannot  forbear  (Mr.  B.  said)  to  express  mj 
surprise  that  a  measure  of  such  importance  should 
be  brought  forward  at  the  very  termination  of 
the  session,  when  it  is  palpable  the  few  remain- 
ing days  will  be  entirely  insufficient  for  the  or- 
dinary but  indispensable  business  of  legislation. 

Has  any  event  occurred  whose  effects  have 
placed  this  subject  on  a  footing  different  from 
that  on  which  it  stood  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  1  If  it  has,  let  us  hear  it,  if  not,  how 
will  the  gentleman  account  for  the  delay  ?  How 
has  it  happened  that  he  has  not  brought  it  before 
the  Senate  at  an  earlier  period,  when  it  might 
have  received  that  full  discussion  and  deliberate 
decision  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
which  its  importance,  and  I  will  add  a  respect  for 
the  Army  itself,  imperiously  required.  It  is 
known  to  you  also,  Mr.  President,  that  the  other 
House  has  already  refused  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject. No  beneficial  end  can  result  from  a  farther 
consumption  of  time  in  discussing  it,  and  hence 
I  have  made  the  motion  just  submitted.  Not 
having  intended  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  to- 
day, on  the  merits  of  the  question  of  disbanding 
the  Army,  I  feel  a  reluctance  in  involTiog^  my- 
self in  the  discussion,  particularly  when  I  know 
how  formidable  is  my  antagonist,  and  when  I 
perceive,  too,  that  he  has  armed  himself  at  all 
points  with  dates,  and  facts,  and  calculations,  to 
sustain  him  in  his  onset ;  yet,  seeing  no  other 
gentleman  about  to  rise,  I  cannot  remain  ailent, 
and  permit  his  remarks*  to  be  entirely  anan- 
swered. 

The  honorable  gentleman  commencea  by  de- 
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eUrioff  that  ttudiog  armies  are  iiieom|wtible 
with  Me  theory  of  the  GbTeromeot  and  the  feel- 
iogs  of  the  people.  It  is  true,  sir,  wheD  they  «re 
QDaecessarily  kept  od  foot,  and  from  their  ez- 
teot,  are  calealated  to  ezeite  jast  appreheosionSf 
that  they  may  be  laraed  agamst  the  liberties  of 
their  coQDtry.  This  sentiment  I  feel  as  strongly 
as  any  man  in  the  Repoblic,  and  woaki  most 
zealously,  were  it  necessary,  cherish  its  growth. 
Bot  it  is  oiot,  sir ;  it  is  ms  old  as  the  hills,  derives 
strength  from  the  uniform  and  disastrous  result 
ifl  sTery  nation  which  has  been  aofok'tttnate  and 
improvident  enongb  to  try  it,  and  has  become  a 
settled  axiom  in  the  creed  of  every  repablican. 
Bat  can  it  be  aerionslv  said,  when  reterence  is 
bad  to  the  vast  and  almost  boundless  extent  of 
our  territory,  and  the  state  of  the  world  in  gen- 
eral, and  onr  own  particular  relations  especially, 
that  the  small  Army  we  have  is  either  unneces- 
sary or  in  any  degree  dangerous  to  liberty  ?  Sir, 
when  oar  military  force  is  divided  among  the 
varioas  garrisons,  scattered  from  Maine  to  Or- 
leans, he  must  indeed  be  most  easily  affrighted 
who  sees  anything  in  such  a  force  unfriendly  to 
onr  free  institations. 

The  gentleman,  indeed,  says  that  the  regular 
increase  of  our  Military  Establishment  furnishes 
JQst  cause  of  alarm.  Is  not  this  the  inseparable 
eoocomiiant  of  extended  empire,  and  the  vast  ex* 
passion  of  our  affairs  ? 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Government,  our 
rereoue  did  not  exceed  $3,000,000;  the  last  year 
it  was  but  little  short  of  $50,000,000.  Our  terri- 
tory has  been  more  than  dDobieo,  our  population 
qoadrupled,  and  our  resources,  individual  and 
national,  multiplied  in  a  ratio  which  almost 
eludes  calculation.  What  would  b^ve  been  ex- 
cessive then,  is  moderate  now*  Then  we  were 
tbe infant  Hercules,  rocked  in  his  cradle;  now 
ve  are  the  full-grown  man,  successfully  contend- 
ing with  the  fifty-headed  hydra. 

The  gentleman  tells  you  his  measure,  if  suo* 
eessfal,  will  diminish  your  expenditures,  and  con- 
sequently your  taxes— popular  language  gener> 
illy.  Bot  a  wise  Government,  exercising  a  pru- 
dent foresight,  and  fulfilling  the  just  expectation 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  will  eacouater 
t  present  aaerifice  for  a  commensurate  Aitore 
good.  I  thiok^  however,  tbe  gentleman's  calcu- 
lations are  entirely  erroneous  as  to  the  reduction 
proposed.  The  real  amount  necessary  to.  keep 
Qp  the  present  establishment,  is  not  as  is  repre- 
sented upwardtf  of  96,000,000— it  does  not  exceed 
between  93,000,000  and  $4,000,000.  The  error 
resnlts  from  the  blending  expenses  for  other  ob- 
jeetswith  the  support  of  the  Army.  Arsenals, 
lortifieations,  arms,  munitions,  dbc,  ought  not  to 
be  charged  to  the  Army;  it  is  not  compatible 
with  fair  araument  so  to  do ;  and  yet  it  is  by 
this  mode  otcalculation  thegputleman  is  brought 
10  tbU  result  of  $6,000,000  or  $7,000,000.  What- 
firer  may  be  the  deduction,  the  saving  will  not 
be  in  proportion  to  the  number  dismissed  of  an 
vmy.  As  it  is  necessarv  for  even  the  skeleton 
of  an  army  to  have  a  staff  of  considerable  extent, 
the  saving  coald  not  exoeed  tl,fiOO,000.    But  let 


tbe  coat  or  the  saving  be  what  it  may,  if  the  pres- 
ent force  be  neee«iary,  it  must  be  kept  op.  That 
it  is  necessary,  I  proeeed  to  show.  You  are  sur^ 
rounded,  to  ray  nothing  of  numerous  warlike 
tribes  of  Indians,  by  two  powerful  neighbore. 
We  are,  it  is  true,  at  peace  with  both.  With  one 
no  serious  difficulties  exist,  and  I  therefore  pray 
that  the  existing  peace  may  long  be  maintained ; 
with  tbe  other  it  cannot  be  diiiguiaed  that  there 
are  subjects  of  controversy  of  no  small  importance. 
When  I  speak  of  Spain  as  a  powerful  nation,  I 
do  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  she  is  so.  of 
herself ;  far  from  it*  In  a  contest  between  ner 
and  the  United  States,  boasting  apart,  I  should 
be  far  from'  appreeiatiog  very  highly  a  victory 
over  her  by  sea  or  land.  But  should  it  so  hap- 
pen that  a  powerful  nation,  Great  Britain  for  ex- 
ample, were  to  unite  with  her,  and  make  it  a 
common  cause,  she.  from  that  circumstance, 
would  be  justly  entitled  to  the  character  of  a 
powerful  nation.  That  Great  Briif  in  would  so 
unite,  seems  probable.  I  do  not  mean  to  sport 
with  her  character ;  yet,  speaking  with  the  free- 
dom of  history,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  saying 
that  she  never  permits  a  war  to  be  waged,  no 
matter  whera  or  about  what,  without  becoming, 
if  not  a  principal,  at  least  an  ally. 

1  am  tar  from  raying  that  there  is  a  probability 
of  war  with  Spain;  on  the  contrary,  I  hope  that 
the  councils  of  Spain,  diracted  by  moderation, 
integrity  snd  wisdom,  will  remove  the  causes  of 
discord  which  at  this  time  unhappily  separate  us. 
Bot  if  other  views  should  be  entertained,  tlie  Uni- 
ted ^tates  can  feel  no  difficulty  in  joining  in  any 
contest  which  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  Spain  to 
produce.  I,  Jor  one,  am  free  to  admit  that  1  augnr 
nothing  favorable  from  the  omens  of  the  time. 
What  has  the  Spaniard  proposed  ?  The  cession 
of  half  your  Empire;  for  sucb  in  effect  will  be 
the  result  of  estarblishing  the  MUttissippi  as  the 
boandary.  Nav,  if  he  means  anything,  his  pre- 
tensions are  still  more  audacious.  He  proposes 
the  principle  oftih'poaficte^ti  in  1702,  and  suggests 
this  with  the  more  coofideuce  as  it  was  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  by  tbe  crowned  beads  of  BuropOb 
Why  mention  the  one  or  the  other  *l  I  abjure 
both  their  authority  and  example.  But  what  im- 
parte  the  most  importance  to  this  subject,  is,  that 
this  proposition  comes  from  Spain.  Can  this  be 
her  own  language,  or  is  she^peaking  as  prompted 
by  another  f  Is  her  presumption  .the  effect  of 
her  ignorance  of  our  character,  or  is  she  embold- 
ened by  assurances  of  support?  Is  it  impossible 
that  Great  Britain  maj  have  told  her  ttiat  the 
whole  force  of  her  Empire  is  at  her  service,  should 
war  ensue  between  us  ?  As  to  our  course,  it  is 
unimportant  what  are  her  motives  or  what  her 
object.  Let  as  be  read-y,  whatever  may  be  the 
direction  this  unpleaaaut  subject  is  destined  to 
take.  Can  this  be  the  fit  time  to  disband  our- 
Army  7  Is  a  disbanded  ,army  the  instrument  of 
negotiation,  with  which  you  mean  to  arm  your 
Minister?  Would  Talieyrand  ever  have  beea 
dubbed  a  prince  for  his  adroiioesH  in  diplomaeyt 
if  he  had  not  been  supported  by  fifty  thousand 
bayoneti^  directed  by  the  most  extraordinary  ge- 
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Bias  whJek  the  world  haser^r  seen?  Are  the 
SenatejiDcere  in  wiahiDg  peace  ?  Its  coottnaance 
can  be  preserved  only  by  oeiihfi  ready  for  war.  This 
is  a  precept  left  as  a  legacy  by  the  Father  of  his 
Country;  which, together  with  many  other  no 
less  instructive  lessons  left  by  him,  migbt  be  ben- 
eficially read  by  nskodern  pouticians^  We  have 
not>uQly  this  strong  sanction  to  the  propriety  of 
the  dpcirtoe,  but  it  results,  from  daily  observation. 
It  applies  equally  to  individuals  and  to  nations. 
He  who  is  prompt  to  resent  an  insult,  and  ready 
to  punish  it,  usually  escapes  a  wanton  agsression. 
When  Fnnce  was  governed  by  the  imperial 
•cepUe,  how  laiitiBg  might  Imve  been  fa«r  peace, 
bfii  for  the  restless  epiritof  het  chief  f  How  was 
every  word  and  every  act,  towards  her,  weighed 
in  the  scales  of  caution  and  of  fear?  Take  the 
reverse,  of  the  picture:  the  passivesubjectof  in- 
juryv  the  ofM  or  the  manv,  it  matters  not,  be* 
com^  a  footbaU,  kicked  about  by  cowardice  it* 
s^f..  The  honor-able  gentleman,  however,  treats 
lightly  the.  possibility,  of  any  serious  result  to  our 
diflerencf  s  with  Spain,  and  considers  the  world 
as  hushed  into  general  and  lasting  repose.  Whitt* 
ever  may  be  the  result  of  our  controversy,  I  beg 
leave  to  differ  with  him  as. to  the  repose  of  Europe. 
She  reposes  on  combustible  materials;  the  s^ai^k 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  light  up  again  the  flames 
of  wat<  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that 
Frenchmen  can  be  content  with  their  present 
condition.  The  restless  aspiration  of  a  French- 
ndan  for  the  grao4eur  of  his  country ;  the  thoughts 
of  glory  past,  and  present  shame,  will  forever 
keep  alive  a  galling  recollection.  In  such  a  soil 
peace  can  never  take  root.  The  first  favorable 
mamenx  will  be  seized  lo  break  their  fetters.  And 
France  has  already  given  tremendous  proofs  of 
the  power  of  a  receotlv  regenerated  nation.  I 
afiect  not  the  spirit  or  prophecy ;  nor  should  i 
have  ventured  to  indulge  a  conjecture  as  to  the 
future,  had  not  the  example  been  furnished  me 
bjr.  the  honomblegentleman.  But,  independently 
oH  the  coarse  of  events  ahroadi  there  is  one  con- 
sideration which  I  wish  to  preas  particularly  on 
the  mind  of  the-  Senate;  it  is,  that  the  pieseot 
estaUisbmenl.  considerinir  *!)«  discipline  of  the 
troops,  but  still  more  the  military  talents  and  ex- 
jiarieQce  of  the  officers,  is  a  most  invaluable  posses* 
sion.  It  is  a  nucleus  around  which^  shovld  there 
be  occasion,  an  army,  toanj  extent  oar  exigencies 
might  require,  could  be  immediately  formed.  A 
short  time  only  would  be  neeessary  to  impart  the 
discipline  of  the  old  to  the  new  army.  Rumor 
aaciibes  the  victory  of  Napoleon  at  Leipstc,  to 
his. dispersing  his  veterans  through  his  battalions 
ofifresh  recruits.  They  gave  confidence  to  their 
associates;  became  their  guid«L  and  led  onto 
victory.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  tells  you 
that  a  peace  army  is  worse  than  useless ;  that 
they  sleep  for  years  together,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war  are  entirely  unfitted  for  the 
field.  He  is  led  to  this  result  from  our  own  expe- 
rience during  the  last  war,  and  also  from  the  tali 
of  Prussia. 

The  officers  6f  the  Pe^ce  Establishment  are 
not  among  those^ he  saya,  who  distinguished  them- 


selves during  the  war.    I  totally  differ  from  the 
gentleman,  both  as  to  his  facts  and  inferences.    It 
cannot  be  true  that  the  superior  officers  of  our 
Army,  to  whom  this  country  owes  so  much,  have 
betrayed- the  hig^  trust  reposedia  them  by  suffer- 
inga  state  of  things  so  disgraceful  to  theservice. 
N<>,  sir,  we  are  tdd  that  they  are  usdiilly  em- 
ployed in  constructing  military  roads,  barracki, 
fortifications,  dtc. ;  nor  have  I  heard  a-suggestioo, 
beforci  that  they  have  been  in  the  least  inatten- 
tive to  the  discipline  of  their  troops.    The  names 
of  Gaines,  of  Scott,  of  Macomb,  of  Pike,  and 
numerous  others,  will  cancel  the  charge  w  the 
honomble  gentleman  against  the  officers  of  the 
Peace  Establishment.    As  for  the  example  of 
Prussia,  it  is  singalarly  unfortunate  for  the  argo- 
imeet  ot  the  gentleman.    Prussia^  by  her  contioo- 
«lly  keeping  on  foot  large  armies,  rose  from  a 
ismall  Qer  man  principality  to-rank,  if  not  araoog 
the  firsf,  certainly  the  second  rate  Powers  of  Bo- 
rope.    Ae  to  her  fall,  it  excited  no  surprise  at  the 
time.    The  conflict  was.  too  unequal ;  she  fought 
single-hasded  with  the  conqueror  of  Austria  and 
of  Russia,  and  in  the  momeut  he  was  flushed  with 
victory ;  her  fate  was  common  to  the  «irroaoding 
nations,  the  whole  of  which  had  prostrated  them- 
selves at  the  footstool  of  Napoleon's  throne.    Dis- 
band your  army,  whal  becomes  of  your  officers? 
As  military  men,  lost  to  their  country;  a  loss, 
Mr.  President,  of  no  ordinary  kind ;  not  easily 
replaced.    It  is  more  difficult  to  raise  than  to  dis- 
band an  army.    Pen«  ink,  and  paper,  will  do  the 
business  of  the  last,  but  no  man  in  the  Senate 
can  better  tell  the  difficulties  of  raising  it  than 
yourself.    The  history  o(  the  last  war  contains  a 
volume  of  wisdom  on  this  suhjecL    Courage,  i 
mean  political,  zeal,  devotedness  to  country  with- 
out regard  to  personal  consequences,  persever- 
ance—these  are  the  essential  qualities  in  the  legis- 
lator who  takes  upon  himself  the  arduous  task  ^ 
^raising  an  arm  y,  and  taxes  to  support  them.    Yoa 
know  too  well  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
peat it,  how  eagerly  faction  or  demagogaes  seize 
and  turn  this  subject  against  their  author. 

The  gentleman  recommends  the  reduction  of 
-the  Army,  and  that  the  savings  may  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  Navy-p-our  national  defence.  Sir,  I 
entirely  concur  in  the  sentiment  thai  the  Navy 
is  the  strhag  arm  of  our  defence.  Ner  is  there  a 
man,  in  the  nation,  not  even  the  honorable  Chai^ 
maU}  upoQ  that  subject,  whose  zeal  for  its  encour* 
Bgemenjt  is  greater  than  mine.  Sir,  we  owe  the 
successfol  effbru  of  our  Nary  eternal  gratitude. 
They  not  only  made  the  enemy  feel  a  portion  of 
those  wrongs  they  had  so  long  ii^icted  on  us 
with  impunity,  but,  while  they  acquired  lasting 
renown  to  their  country,,  they  gained  for  the 
Navy,  I  hope,  an  imperishable  popularity.  Bat 
let  the  friends  of  the  Navy  beware  against  this 
seductive  promise.  Let  them  remember,  when 
the  work  of  destruction  begins,  it  may  not  stop 
with  the  Array,  but  involve  both,  Navy  and 
Army.  Sir,  I  stated  when  I  first  rose,  that  I  did 
not  think,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  subject 
had  been  brought  forward,  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  at  all  respectful  to  the  Army;  to  whose 
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feeltDgs  I  mutt  think  weoiM  MOictbini^;  aotf 
tbst  it  dof»  DOt  become  Coagres^  to  tr««t  tiieio 
as  a  grazier  does  bU  cattle*-«o  roaoy  to  be  skugbt- 
ered  to^dmjTi  m  maoy  more  to*morrow,  while  the 
baltDce  may  be  pennitted  to  remaio  until  the 
easoiog  year.  Theie  was- a  time  whan  the  feeU 
inn  of  this  nation  towarda  the  Army  wiere  essen- 
tially different.  It  iaa  little  OBore  than  two  years 
aj^  when  I  arrived  in  this  plaee  to  take,  my  seat. 
For  the  first  time  I  saw. the  Capitol  of  my  coon* 
try  imoulderiDg  in  it«  rains,  the  torch  having 
beta  appifed,  I  moat  say,  by  a  feroctoos.  enemy. 
IfoQnoJroe  most  aoztoaa  and  deeply  ioteresied 
for  the  fate  of  New.  Orleana;  we  saw  in  the  des- 
olatioo  of  the  Bfetropolia  her- destiny,  were  the 
eoemy  socceaef ol.  A.  city  giren  np  to  rapine,  to 
liut,  to  conflagration,  and  to  all  the  naiitterable- 
horrors  of  ud  restrained  warfare,  baonted  the 
imagiaation*  The  glad  tidings  of  victory  were 
at  length  coaaiaoaicated.  With  a  profoond  pesr 
etrtttoo  of  the  proteetiti^  hand  of  Proridence, 
was  Qoited  a  most  albetiooate  re^rd  for  our  de* 
lireren.  From  every  patriotic  Itp  were  attered 
sioqltaaeoaa  thanks  to  tba  bvave  army  of  New 
Orleans,  and  to  the  courage  ai»d  genius  which 
direciB  IL  Wbai  langaagecan  describe  our  erao- 
tioDs  when  tidings  came  of  our  victory  at  Niag- 
ara ?— of  the  prodigies  of  valor  displeyed  by  our 
arny  at  Erie,  both  in  the  attack  and  in  the  re* 
puise,  or  of  the  victory  on  both  elements  at 
Plattsburg?  We  felt  tbea  gratitude  to  the  heroes 
of  those  scenes.  Has  it  already  passed  by?  are 
their  distinguished  aervices  to  be  so  readily  for- 
gotten ?  are  they  so  useless  in  our  esteem  that 
they  are  to  bedismbsed  wiihout  discussion  or 
viihoot  deliberation  ?  Sir,  if  their  services  have 
really  become  unnecessary,  let  them  be  dtsmissed, 
buiet  it  be  graciously  done.  Such  is  my  confi- 
d«nce  in  the  highmindedness  of  those  men,  that 
I  am  sure  they  would  be  the  last  to  wish  to  oon« 
tinae  and  bang  like  drones  on  sociMy,  were  it 
prodent  to  disband  the  Army«  Sir,  I  frequently 
hear  prognostics  of  perpetual  peace.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  anticifMttors  of  such  halcyon  days. 
I  know  of  nothing  whiob  justifies  our  acting  on 
steh  an  antieipatioo.'  Wny  can  we  rationally 
calculate  on  ao  exemption  from  those  calamities, 
which  have  been  the  lot  of  every  people  in  all 
tgesof  the  world?  Such  hopeahavea  seductive 
effect,  and  are  calculated  to  paralyse  effort.  For 
one,  I  indulge  them  not;  on  the  contrary,  I  shall 
begoided  by  the  lessons  of  experience*  though 
bitter  to  the  taste;  and,  estimating,  4s  1  do,  our 
liberty  and  peace,  as  jewels,  of  inestimable  price, 
I  shall  submit,  without  repining,  to  the  sacrifice 
which  their  preservation  may  require.  Ooe  word 
nore,  and  I  have  done.  I  cherish  with  ardor,  the 
old  republican  pi^iacipie,  that  a  well«ordered  mili* 
tia,  I  mean  by  that  disciplined  and  armed,  is  an. 
mstroment  of  defence  the  most  «atv^ral  for  free- 
meD.  But  have  we  at  this  time  such  an  organ- 
ized militia  1  In  addition,  do  you  not  know  that 
it  has  been  strenuously  contended  for,  and  is  to 
this  day  in  certain  sections  of  the  Union,  that  the 
Qeneral  Government  is  not  authorized  to  call  out 
the  militia  without  the  consent  of  the  State  an- 


tlwrities?  It  is  not  my  doctrine;  it  is  one  I 
entirely  abjure,  boih  in  theory  and  practice ;  yet 
it  exists.  Let-tts,  then,  not  atrip  the  Gfoveromeat 
of  the  force  it  may  command,  until  by  law  we- 
have  enabled  it  to  command  what,  I  reMtagaiUi 
is  the  natural  defence  of  freemen,  lite  post- 
ponement of  this  subject  for  a  year  eaonot  be 
very  improvident;  otherwise  this  measure  must 
have  been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  day.  At 
the  next  session  we  may  see  our  way  more  clear- 
ly,  and  adapt. our  course  to  the  suggestions  of  our 
best  judgments,  enlighteiMd  by  a  deliberate  re^ 
fiectioo«  acting  on  existing  circuoMtanees.  I  ra* 
peat  again,  that  I  did  not  design  to  have  said  a. 
word  on  the  sufaject  under  consideration,  and- 
have  risen  only  from  a,  sense  of  duty,  wiihout 
doing*  justice^  I  fekr,  to  the  subject,  or  myself.  I 
console  myself  with  the  refleciion,  that  the  wis^ 
dom  of  the  Senate  will  compensate  for  every  de* 
feet  of  mine. 

Mr.  Beowk,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  his  aur* 
prise  that  tbe  reKolutioo  now  under  consideration 
had  ndt  befen  oiiered  to  tlie  Seaate  at  an  earlier 
period  of  tbe  session.  The  facts  now  relied  on, 
as  motives  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  Army,  have 
long  been  in  possession  of  tbe  Senate.  The 
number  of  men  in  service,  the  manner  in  which- 
they  hare  been  stationed,  and  the  expense  of  the 
Mitrtary  B^iablishmeal,  have  some  time  past  been 
communicated  to  Congress  by  jthe  acting.  Secre* 
tary  of  War.  To  what  cause,  therefore,  are  wa  to  • 
iattribotethe  delay  in  submitting  this  reimlutioa? 
In  a  very  few  days  the  present  Congresa  must  ad« 
jouro.  A  great  deal  of  important  business  presses 
upon  the  two  branches.  Committeee  havje,  with 
great  labor,  prepared  reports  and  bills,  and,  tin- 
less  we  now  act-  upon  them,  the  laborious  task, 
of  re-exam iniog  the  same  subjects  must  devolve 
upon  other  committees  at  the  next  session.  Hme. 
is  DOW  too  precious  to  be  spent  in  the  examinap 
lion  of  a  question  80  important  as  the  one  now  on- 
dfv  consideration;  especially  when  it  is  most  pro* 
bable  thai  no>bill,  growing  out  of  this  resolutioo, 
can  pass  daring  the  present  Congress.  I,  there*' 
fore,  heartiy  approve  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  (torn  Virginia,  (Mr,  Ba.r- 
Boiw,)  and  hope  that  this  resolution  will  he  ia^ 
d^otely  postponed. 

As  soon  as  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  mtifiedf 
the  attention  of  Congress  was  directed  to  the  re* 
doctioftof  tbe  Army,  and  to  the  formation  of  a> 
.permanent  Peaee  Establish  meat.  A  bill,  having 
lb  view,  these  objects,  originaied  in  the  Houselu 
Representatives.  It  appeared  to  be  generally  ad* 
milted,  that  a  large  stand iog  army,  la  time  of 
peace,  was  expensi re,  i^d necessary,  perhaps  dan* 
gerous.  It  was  also  generally  admiitedthat  som9 
regular  force  was  nec^fssarv  to  build  and  keep  in 
repair  our  barracks,  fbrtifieaiipos,  add  arsenals  ; 
to  preserve  our  arms. and  munitioDs  of  war;  to 
retain  those  valuable  prtoeiples  of  military  disci* 
ptine,  acquired  by  our  owa  experience  in  the  late 
contest,  and  to  Kustaio  the  first  shock,  in  case  we 
sthould  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  enemy.  The 
precise  amount  uf  this  force,  wa^  a  question  about 
which  much  difierence  of  opinion  .might  be  ex- 
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peeted)  and  aecordinf^ljr,  after  yarious  propon- 
tioDs  to  fill  up  the  bill  with  a  number  differioff 
from  six  to  fifieeD  or  tweoty  thousand,  the  bifl 
came  to  the  Senate  filing  the  Peace  Bstabiish- 
mem  at  six  thousand  men. 

The  Senate  having  obtained  from  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  ihe  information  believed  bv  them 
necessary  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  and  having 
fully  discussed  and  maturely  considered  the  sulP 
ject,  80  amended  the  bill  as  to  leave  the  Peace 
ISstablishment  at  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  sent 
It  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  their  con- 
currence in  the  amendment.  That  House  ad- 
hering to  the  original  bill,  a  committ^  of  con- 
ference from  the  two  branches  met,  and,  after 
much  discussion,  agreed  that  the  number  should 
be  ten  thousand;  and  the  two  Houses  assenting, 
the  bill  passed  in  that  form.  I  refer  to  these  pro- 
ceedings, Mr.  President,  in  order  to  prove  that 
the  present  Peace  Establishm^t  was  not  hastily 
or  inconsiderately  adopted,  but  was  made  a  sub- 
ject of  minute  attention  and  close  investisation 
m  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  It  hal  been 
in  existence  nearly  two  years.    Has  it  been  eom- 

flained  of  by  the  people  as  unnecessarily  large  ? 
lave  instructions  from  State  Legislatures  re- 
quired that  it  should  be  reduced  f  Nothing  of 
the  kiod  has  happened.  If  any  complaints  have 
been  heard,  they  have  been  that  the  Army  was 
reduced  to  so  small  a  number,  that  it  was  appre- 
hended we  might  lose  those  principleiB  of  mili- 
tary discipline  acquired  during  our  late  war. 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  a  single  citizen 
express  his  opinion  in  favor  of  a  further  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army  ;  many  have  I  heard  expressing 
their  regrets  that  fifteen  thousand  had  not  been 
retained  in  service.  I  am,  therefore,  fully  con- 
vinced that  if  we  now  reduce  the  Army  we  shall 
not  have  done  so  in  conformity  with  any  expres- 
sion of  public  opinion  on  that  eubject. 

Has  any  change  taken  place  in  our  foreign  re- 
lations, calculate  to  recoramBud  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  ?  With  a  view  to  meet  this  quea- 
tion^  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  (Mb.  Williamb)  has  called 
for  the  correspondence  between  the  Goveromeot 
of  the  United  States  and  the  agents  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine that  correspondence,  and  remarked  upon 
the  propositions  made  on  the  part  of  Spain,  which 
appeared  to  him  extravagant  and  unreasonable. 
The  object  of  Spain  was  evidently  delay— pro- 
crastination. To  every  frank  proposal  made  by 
our  Qovernment,  -  the  representative  of  Spain 
replied  by  complaints  of  tne  conduct  of  the  eiti- 
sens  of  this  country,  in  many  instances  founded 
on  the  assumption  of  facts  which  had  no  exist- 
ence, except  in  the  minds  of  those  who  abused 
his  confidence  by  ibe  most  shameful  misrepre- 
sentations. When  we  propose  the  acknowledge- 
itielit  of  our  limits  from  the  Pexdido  to  the  nio 
del  Norte,  we  are  met  by  a  proposition  to  accept 
the  Mix  po88id€ii»  of  1763,  as  the  basis  of  the  ne- 
{[otiation.  When  we  urge  our  claim  for  spolia- 
tions on  our  commerce,  committed  by  privateers 
fitted  out  ia  the  poru  of  Spain,  we  are  told  of 


large  armies  collected  in  Tennessee  and  Ken* 
tuckV)  completely  officered  and  ready  to  overma 
His  Catholic  Maiesty's  dominions  in  New  Spsio; 
and  we,  who  well  know  that  the  armies  alluded  to 
have  never  existed,  are  requested  to  cause  them 
to  be  dispersed.    When,  with  the  most  concilia- 
tory intentions,  we  propose  to  give  that  interest- 
ing^ country  between  the  Rio  Uolorado  and  the 
Rio  del  Norte,  which  I  think  unquestionably  be- 
longs to  us,  in  exchange  for  the  sandy  deserts  of 
the  Floridas,  the  Minister  answers,  that  what  we 
offer  to  give  in  exchange  already  belongs  to  His 
Catholic  Majesty;  that  his  instructions  do  not 
authorize  him  to  make  an  exchange ;  but  that  if 
an  ofStr  of  the  greater  part  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana in  exchange  for  Florida  is  made,  he  will 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Spanish  Grovernment.    From  this  and  other 
views,  which  he  took  of  the  negotiations,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  apprehensions  that  the  affairs  in 
dispute  with  Spam  were  not  in  a  train  of  amica- 
ble negotiation.    He  was  afraid  we  should  pursoe 
the  correspondence,  as  we  had  done  that  with 
Great  Britain,  until  it  had  ended  in  war.    He 
feared  the  sword  would  be  resorted  to  for  the 
settlement  of  our  disputes  with  Spain.    The  flag 
of  the  United  States  must  designate — their  forts 
defend  our  limits.    Aod,  in  case  of  such  an  eveot, 
can  we  find  an  excuse  in  the  weakness  of  Spaia, 
for  disbanding  or  reducing  our  regular  army, 
and  leaving  this  contest  to  be  decided  by  our 
militia  ?    We  ought  to  recollect,  that,  after  goiag 
to  war  with  Spain,  we  may  be  forced  to  make 
peace  with  one  or  more  of  the  allied  Powers. 
The  intimacy  of  the  connexion,  which  binds  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe  together,  may  be  stronger 
than  is  generally  believed.    It  did  appear  to  him, 
that,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  common  prudence, 
or  ordinary  foresight,  a  judicious  regard  for  the 
security  ot  the  country,  forbid  us  to  adopt  the 
resolution  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  said  that  our  Army 
is  more  expensive,  in  pcoportion  to  its  number, 
than  that  of  any  other  country.  If  abuses  of  aoy 
kind  exist  in  our  Military  BsUbliahment,  let 
them  be  corrected.  If  expenses  have  been  us^ 
lessly  incurred,  let  those  expenses  be  curtailed. 
The  power  of  reducing,  within  just  limiu,  the 
expenses  of  the  Army,  as  much  belongs  to  Con- 
gress, as  the  power  of  reducing  the  number  of 
men  in  the  ranks;  and  in  every  reasonable  mea- 
sure, having  this  for  iu  oigeci,  I  shall  cheerfully 
co-operate  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire;  but  I  cannot  concur  with  him 
in  the  remedy  proposed  by  his  resoluiion.  Can 
it  be  seriously  contended,  that  this  nation  is  on* 
able  to  support  an  army  of  ten  thousand  meni 
Shall  we  publish  to  the  world,  that  the  American 
people  are  incapable  of  sustaining  the  expense  of 
a  Peace  Establishment,  so  very  inconsiderable? 
Has  our  rerenue  since  the  peace  proved  less  pro- 
ductive than  we  expected?  Or  has  it  trans- 
cended, in  amount,  our  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions? Why  is  the  weight  of  this  Army  fell, 
and  the  impossibility  of  supporting  it  urged,  for 
the  first  timei  at  this  session,  and  under  circum- 
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fttaoces  wbeo  we  are  letst  prepared  to  expect  it  ? 
That  a  time  of  |>eace  sboald  be  employed  in 
preparing  for  war,  is  a  troth  which  we  hare  often 
Beard  from  the  lipa  of  experienced  stateameo,  but 
the  value  of  which  was  never  more  justly  ap« 
predated  than  during  our  late  struggle  with 
Great  Britain.  The  disasters  attending  onr  arms; 
the  ravages  committed  in  different  sections  of 
the  coantry ;  the  expenses  which  attached  to  all 
oar  military  operations;  were  generally  attri- 
boted  to  that  want  of  preparation,  which  was  vis- 
ible in  everything  connected  with  the  war.  How 
many  uoavaiJlng  regrets  were  expressed,  that  we 
had  wasted  the  precious  moments  of  peace,  and 
that  we  had  Dot  prepared  for  war  1  It.  is  devoutly 
tu  be  wished,  that  the  severe,  but  salutary,  lessons 
we  have  received,  may  have  produced  permanent 
eff«cu;  and  that,  taught  by  the  past,  we  may  act 
with  more  foresight  and  wisdom  in  Aitnre. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  observed,  that 
oar  troops  are  entirely  useless  in  times  of  peace. 
Had  this  resolution  been  offered  sooner,  a  oetter 
opportunity  would  have  been  afforded  of  testing  the 
accuracy  of  this  observation..  I  have,  Mr.  President, 
been  informed  by  a  highlv  respectable  officer,  who 
has  lately  visited  the  military  stations  at  Platts- 
bnrg,  Sackeit's  Harbor,  Niagara,  and  DetroiL, 
that  oar  soldiers  at  all  those    positions  were 
laboriously  employed  on  the  barracks  and  forts, 
and  Jn  other  pubic  labors,  of  important  character 
and  of  permanent  utility.    I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that,  in  other  positions,  the  soldiers  are 
employed  io  a  manner  equally  useful  to  the  coun* 
try;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  these  troops 
are  occupied  in  doin^  the  same  work  at  five  dol- 
lars  a  month,  which  if  done  by  hirelings,  in  those 
remote  positions  where  laborers  are  few,  would 
perhaps  cost  thirty  dollars,  the  argument  founded 
on  the  expense  of  the  Military  Establishment 
loses  much  of  its  force.   Roads  through  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  connecting  the  garrisons 
with  the  settlements,  will  have  the  effect  of  facil- 
itating the  supplies  of  the  troops,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  accelerating  the  sales  and  enhancing 
the  price  of  public  lands.    I  might  here  enlarge 
apon  the  valuable  purposes  to  which  an  army  of 
tea  thousand  men  might  be  api^ied,  under  the 
direction  of  patriotic  officers  and  an  enlightened 
Admintstrauon  ;  but  I  forhear,  because  every  mo- 
ment of  the  tiaie  of  the  Senate  is  now  precious, 
and  because  I  hope,  that,  bv  postponing  this  reso- 
lution indefinitely,  we  shall,  in  another  year,  be 
fornished  with  reports  and  plans  which  will  re- 
alize all  my  expectations  respecting  the  manner 
of  employing  tne  troops  of  a  free  people  in  a 
season  of  profoond  tranquillity. 

It  ha»  been  argued,  that  the  money  expended 
on  the  Army  might  be  employed  to  more  advan- 
tage in  augmenting  our  naval  force.  I  concur 
With  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
tbire  in  the  opinion  he  has  expressed  on  the  im- 
portance of  a  respecubie  navy ;  but  I  believe  that 
OQr  means  are  adequate,  not  only  to  the  support 
of  our  present  army,  but  also  to  an  augmentation 
of  our  navy,  as  rapid  as  .the  dearest  friends  of  that 
species  of  defen(;e  can  desire.    Firm  in  this  per- 1 
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suasion,  I  am  not  disposed  to  diminish  or  destroy 
the  one,  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  premature 
growth  of  the  other. 

We  have  been  told,  that  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a 
free  nation.  That  large  standing  armies,  in  times 
of  tranquillity,  have  been  considered  by  our  an- 
cestors, and  are  justly  considered  by  us,  as  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  I  readily  admit;  and  of  such  ar- 
mies I  shall  never  become  the  advocate.  But 
can  this  salutarv  dread  of  large  stand ioff  armies 
ever  attach  to  the  very  small  army  to  wnich  the 
proposed  reduction  is  intended  to  apply  7  It  would 
seem  impossible  that  any  individual  can  for  n 
inonient,  really  feel  ^ny  such  alarm.  Large 
armies,  composed  of  mercenary  troops,  when 
stationed  amongst  a  people  ignorant  of  their  rights, 
forbidden  the  use  ot  arms,  or,  what  is  neariV  as 
bad,  ignorant  of  the  use  of  them,  are  formidable- 
irresistible — but  the  Army  of  our  country  is  gen- 
erallv  composed  of  iu  native  citizens,  and  com- 
matiued  by  officers  whose  courage  and  fidelity 
have  been  proved  in  the  field,  and  rewarded  by 
the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  This  army  is  divided 
and  stationed  in  garrisons  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  from  Maine  to  St,  Mary's,  and  on  the  west 
from  the  Lakes  to  New  Orleans.  Our  ciiizens  are 
well  informed,  and  jeabus  of  their  liberAes ;  every 
where  armed,  and  acquainted  with  the  use  of  arms. 
Can  such  an  army  conceive  designs  against  the 
liberty  of  their  country  ?  Can  such  an  army,  so 
dispersed  and  distributed  amongst  so  many  distant 
stations,  afford  any  just  cause  of  alarm,  or  even 
jealousy,  to  a  population  of  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  freemen,  such  as  I  have  described?  I 
recoil  from  the  ungenerous  suspicion.  It  does 
equal  injustice  to' the  citizen  and  the  soldier. 
But  I  dwell  too  long  on  the  subject,  and  shall 
now  take  my  seat,  with  an  expression  of  my  sin- 
cere wish,  that  our  Military  Establishment  may 
be  permitted  to  remain  unchanged,  until  time 
shall  have  fully  developed  its  utilitjr* 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Bbown  and  Mr.  Babboub,  observed  that  he  bad 
already  explained  the  reason  why  the  resolution 
had  not  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  earlier  in 
the  session  ;  that  the  objection  to  acting  on  this 
subject,  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Babboub,)  would  apply  with  eqiial 
force  to  a  great  portion  of  the  business  before  the 
Senate,  as  much  of  it  had  been  brought  forward 
since  this  resolution:  that  there  was  ao  subject 
before  Congress  of  greater  importance  to  the 
nation;  and  that,  if  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
there  would  be  sufficient  time  for  maturing  the 
bill  that  must  be  brought  in,  which  would  need 
but  few  details. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  same  honorable  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  express  doubts  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  statement  I  have  made  of  the  amount  of  the 
yearly 'expenses  of  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment. That  statement  was  taken  from  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  present 
year.  If  incorrect,  the  official  documents  must 
be  erroneous.  The  statements  of  the  military 
expenditure  of  former  years  were  derived  from  a 
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similar  source.  That  a  part  of  the  present  expen- 
diture was  for  fortifications  and  ordnauce  stores 
is  admitted.  This  was  also  the  ca$e  with  the  ex- 
peoditure  of  former  years;  and,  it  is  believed,  to 
as  great  an  extent,  in  comparison  with  the  whole 
sum  expended.  The  estimated  expenses  of  build- 
ing and  keeping  in  service  ships  of  war  were  taken 
from  detailed  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  increase  of  our 
revenue  is  equai  to  the  increase  of  expenses  in 
the  Military  Establishment.  Were  the  fact  80, 
no  argument  could  be  derived  from  it  to  justify 
those  expenses,  unless  ft  can  be  shown  that  the 
fistablishment,  to  its  present  extent,  is  necessary. 
But,  in  truth,  our  revenue  has  by  no  means 
increased  in  an  equal  ratio  with  our  military  ex- 
pendfture.  For  the  period  of  ten  years,  from  1800 
to  1811,  the  military  expenditure  was  little  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  vearly.  The 
average  revenue  of  that  period  was  about  thirteen 
tnillioos  a  year.  In  one  of  those  years,  (1808,) 
the  receipts  from  imposts  alone  exceeded  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars.  The  excessive  importations 
of  the  last  year  have  increased  the  amount  to  be 
received  thtsyear  beyond' what  may  be  expected 
in  futun.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates the  receipts  from  imposts,  for  the  next  year, 
at  onlv.  twelve  millions;  and  the  whole  revenue 
from  this  and  all  other  sources,  that  year,  at  six- 
teen millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  only.  Ri^  expectation  is,  thai  the  imposts 
will  in  subsequent  years  be  more  productive,  and 
that  the  permanent  revenue  may  be  estimated  at 
twenty-two  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  ought  also  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  national  debt  has,  by  the  late  war,  been  greatly 
increased — a  mourning,  at  the  present  time,  to 
more  than  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars— the  payment  of  the  interest  and  eradual 
reduction  of  the  principal  of  which  mustl)e  pro- 
Tided  for.  There  is,  therefore,  no  just  proportion 
in  the  increase  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  military 
expenditure. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
gravely  stated,  as  a  reason  for  not  reducioff  the 
Army  at  the  present  time,  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
will  not  observe  the  treaty  he  lately  made  with 
our  Go  vernmen  t.  If  that  or  si  milar  reasons  should 
be  deemed  sufficient,  the  Army  will  never  be 
reduced ;  for  surely  such  reasons  can  never  be 
wanting.  As  long  as  the  barbarous  Powers  on 
the  southern  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  are  suf* 
fered  to  exist,  we  shall  always  have  cause  for  ap- 
prehending a  rupture  with  some  of  them.  But, 
of  what  possible  use  will  the  Army  be  in  a  con- 
test with  those  Powers?  Is  it  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  any  one  to  transport  our  Army  into  Africa,, 
to  lay  siese  to  Algiers  7  It  must  be  a  naval  force 
that  shall,  as  it  now  does,  restrain  and  curb  those 
Powers. 

But  the  great  merits  of  the  officers  is  the  strong 
ground  on  which  a  reduction  of  the  Army  is  op- 
posed. An  eloquent  euloffy  has  been  pronounced 
on  the  gallantry  of  the  officers.  Their  meritori* 
ous  services  during  the  war  give  them,  as  is 


asserted,  a  strong  claim  on  the  gratitude  of  the 
country. 

I  have  said  nothing  in  derogation  of  their  ser- 
vices or  merits.  That  they  are  meritorious,  seems 
to  be  admitted  by  all.  But  this,  in  mr  opinion,  is 
no  sufficient  reason  why  they  sboold  be  retained, 
if  the  country  has  no  occasion  for  their  services. 
Many  officers  were  dismissed  at  the  conciUsioo  of 
the  late  war,  some  of  whom  were  equally  merito- 
rious with  those  retained.  If  the  officers  have 
not  been  sufficiently  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices, make  a  suitable  proTision  for  that  purpose. 
But,  why  should  the  country,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
muneratmg  them,  be  compelled  to  keep  up,  at  an 
immense  expense,  a  Military  Bbtablishment  twice 
as  large  as  is  necessary  7 

The  highest  praise  of  the  Army  of  oar  Kero- 
lution  was,  that,  when  th«  country  was  restored 
to  peace,  and  no  longer  needed  their  services,  they 
cheerfully  retired  to  the  seettes  of  private  life. 
This  conduct  forms  the  trait  in  the  character  of 
their  illustrious  Chief,  which  has  exerted  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world.  In  the  attitude  of  surren- 
dering his  aword,  and  retuniiinfi[  to  the  duties  of  a 
Erivate  citizen,  the  wisdom  of  the  Governoient 
as  determinea  he  shall  be  represented  by  the 
pencil  of  the  artist,  as  an  example  for  the  ioatrac- 
tion  and  imitation  of  future  generations. 

Is  it  intended  that  the  officers  of  the  preyent 
Army  shall  be  represented  in  the  unfavorable  con- 
trast of  importuning  for  pay  and  subsistence,  when 
no  services  beneficial  to  their  country  can  be 
rendered  ?  Surely  those  gallant  and  high-minded 
men  disdain  to  have  any  claim,  in  their  behalf, 
rested  on  such  ground.  It  is  for  those  who  op- 
posed a  reduction  of  the  Army  to  show  that  its 
present  number  is  necessary  for  the  country,  not 
that  it  is  convenient  to  the  officers.  They  can  be 
rewarded,  if  indeed  further  rewards  are  merited 
or  claimed,  in  a  manner  less  expensive  to  the 
country,  and  equally  honorable  to  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr;  Bab- 
bodr's  motion,  to  postpone  to  the  4ih  of  March 
next,  determined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas24,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

YxAB — Meows.  Bafbdnr.  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaee, 
Gondit,  FrameaCin,  Oaillard,  Ranson,  Howell,  Haoter, 
King,  Laeoek,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Monow,  NoMe, 
Roberts,  Rnggies.  6anted»  Slokies,  TatCp  Taylor,  Twap, 
WilliMas,  and  Wibon. 

Kats  MsaMi.  Ashman,  DaggatI,  Dana,  Ctolda- 
benngh.  Horse/,  Macoo,  Mason  of  Ukm  Haaqpriiiie, 
Smith,  Thompson,  Tichsaor,  a^d  VanNwu 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole^  the  eonsideratioa  of  the  bill  toeeeore,  in 
certain  cases,  the  bounty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of 
deceased  soldiers;  and,  after  progress,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

WsnitBsnAT,  February  90. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  granting 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
dian Tolnnteers,'  passed  5th  March,  1816,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment.    ^ 
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Journal  iminvti^menU. 


Sui^Ti. 


Mr.  AifASONy  of  Virgiaii^  from  ihe  Gomnitttee 
00  the  District  of  Colnmbift,  lo  whom  was  t^et*' 
red  the  biIl,«otitled  *^Aa«ct  to  autborne  the  ex* 
teD>ion  of  ilie  Colombia  turopike  road,  with io  thf 
District  of  Colimbia,'^  reported  it  without  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams^ from  the.  Committee  oa  Mili- 
tarv  Affiiirs^  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled *^Aa  ad  for  the  relief  of  cextaiaofficeriy"  re- 
ported it  witboot  ameDdmeot.  * 

The  Seoaie  resumed  the  coaaidecatioa  of  the 
moiioo  of  tlie  2dih  iottaot,  for  iostrociing  the 
Committer  oo  Pensioos  to  iaquire  ia(o  the  expe* 
dieoey  orincreabiag  the  pensioa  of  Randolph 
Clarkaoo^and  agreed  tbeteto. 

The  Senate  reeumed  tke  consideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom 
was  referred  4lie.  petition  of  Frederick  FoUef : 
fVhereapont  Ret^^ed,  That  ike  pnyer  of  the 
peiitioner  be  disallowed. 

The  resoiutton  respectiog  the  pcintipg  for  Con* 
gress  was  read  the  aecond  time. 

The  resolaiioa.  la  Authorize  the.pay  tolhe  as* 
sisUots  to  tke  Sergeantrat-Arms^aod^ Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 


iatioo  that  the  whole  amount  thus  pledged  will 
be  between  twelve  and  thirteen  millions  ofdoUan. 
The  bill  contains  none  of  the  details  for  the  eon- 
atruction|aoperinteodance,or  management  of  tke 
works,  or  for  the  regulation  of  the  expendilureof 
the  money. 

In  answer  to  the  remarks  of  tke  gentleman,  wko 
had  just  sat  down,  that  a  great  post  rpad  from 
Portland  to  New  Orleans-^tbat  turnpike  roads 
tkffough  all  parts  of  our  country,  and  that  canals 
from  iBostoo  bay  to  Su  Mary'^  along  the  shores 
of  the  Atlantic,,  were  objects  of  immense  import- 
ance-rMr.  D.  said  thai  be  had  no  disposition,  to 
enter  into  any  controversy  on  any  of  those  iugges- 
tions.  He  however  would  remark,  that  this  bill 
does  not  purport  to  provide  for  tkeestablisbmentof 
such  post  road,  but  leaves  it  in  the  option  of  any 
Slate  through  wkicb  suqb  road  might  be  contem- 
plated to  prevent  it.  Nor  is  it  admitted,  as  alleged, 
tiiat  sueb  canals  would  be  used  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  commodities  to  and  from  the  great  com- 
mercial towns  and  cities  in  the  United  States.  If 
canaiS'Were  constructed  according  4o  the  gentle- 
man's ideas,  the  intercourse  spoken  of  would,  in 
all  times  of  peace,  be .  as  it  ever  has  been,  by  s^a 
and  not  by  inland  navigation. 


resoiutida  was  ordetred  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  I     Having  made  these  few  remarks,  he,  would 
s  third  time.  {  point  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  of  the 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
B.  Carter,  was  r^d  the  second  time. 

The  CAgrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscri|>tion 
for  an  adduional  volume  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni'> 
ted  Statets  und  fior  the  distribution  thereof,,  was 
nad  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Var* 
M0if,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post*- 
pooed  uotiJ  the  4th  day  of. March  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMBNTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coounittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ao  act  10  set  apart.and  pledge,  as  a  permanent 
faod  fpr  infernal  improvemeau,  the.tettiit  of  the 
Naiioaal  Bank,  and  :the  UAited:  States  al^re  of 
iis  dividends.  ^ 

Mr.  DaflcmTT  moved  that  the  further  consid* 
eraiiun  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  fourth  day 
of  March  dext. 

Mr.  DAeoBTT  said,  that  before  he  attempted  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  he  would  briefly 
state  the  sabstance  of  it,and  al^o  suggest  a  thought 
or  two  in  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  jr0Qtleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Lacock.  The  bill  proposes  to  set  apart  and  pledge 
tt  a  fund  $1,500,000,  to  be  received  for  ^muting 
*  charter  to  the  National  Bank,  and  the  dividends 
for  twenty  years  on  seven  millions  of  stock  iu  the 
bank,  owned  by  the  United  States,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  eoostruetiog  feoadsand  eanau  and  improv* 
is^  the  navigation  of  water-courses..  As  the  seven 
Qktllioos  of  stock  was  created  .by  the  United 
States  to  iuvest  in  this  bank  at  the  rate  of  live 
per  cent,  per  annum,  $350^000  must  be  annually 
nisted  by  taxes  towards  this  appropriation.  The 
dividends  will  probably  not  be  less  than  at  the 
nte  of  eight  per  cen  t.  per  annbm,  and  in  that  case 
will  amount  lo  9560,000.    It  is  then  a  fair  caloa-  ( nUes  square,*^  &c.    In  the  cases  mentioned^  is 


objections  in  his  mind  to  the  bill.    1st.  It  is  i»ot 
authorized  by  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  it  werCi 
secondly,  it  is  inexpedient.    Mr.  D.  said  that  he 
should  with  much  reluctance  urge  any  ob^eetiAUs 
arising  out  of  the  Constitution,  for  he  had  long 
since  learned  that  the  .Constitution  is  noiade  to 
change  With  the  times.    It  was  oue  thing  yester- 
day— it  is  another  to^daf.    It  is  to  be  enlarged  as 
the  nation  increases  in  greatness  and  glory — ^it 
must  yield  to  the  pressing  exij^encies  of  the. mo- 
ment.   He  need  not  say  there  is  no  power  in  the 
Constitution  expressly  authorizing  the  Congrc^sa 
to  construct  roads  and  catials,  and  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple to  defray  the  fxpense.    No  one  asserts  the 
existence  of  such  power.    There  is  not  a  word 
upoa  the  face  of  the  instrument  on  the  subject, 
except  that  it  is  declared,  article  one^sectlon  eight, 
that  *^  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
'post  offices  and  post  roads."    This,  so  far  from 
authorizing  the  esublishment  by  Congress  of  all 
roads,  limiu,  if  it  beiftr  at  all  on  the  point,  the 
power  to  post  roads  only ;  otherwise  it  must  be 
shown  that  an  instrument  which  gives  a  special 
power  over  post  roads,  in  terms,  gives,  by  impli- 
cation, a  general  power  overall  roads.    Such  ab- 
surdiijr  should  not  be  imputed  to  the  wise  men 
who  Iraoied  this  Constitution.    The  reverse  of 
all  this  is  unquestionably  true.    By  sound  rules 
of  interpretation,  the  expression  of  one  thing  is 
the  exclusion  of  another.    The  Constitution  de- 
clares, *'The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide for .  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
securities  of  the  United  States— to  constitute  tri- 
bunals inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court — to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  Laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions^ to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  ten 
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fora  system  of  internal  improTements,  not  need- 
ed bf  themselves,  betause  other  States  have  ne- 
glected tbese  objects. 

The  measure  is  inexpedient,  because,  upon*  the 
principles  assuoied  in  the  bill,  the  Unitea  States 
may  be  defeated  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
proposed'  objects,  by  a  refusal  of  the  assent  of  the 
States.  If  this  Gtovefiiment  bad  not  the  power 
of  controlling  absolutely  toads  and  canals.  leave 
them  with  the  competent' authorities.  If  u  has 
the  power,  it  should  be  examined  in  a  manner  be- 
coming the  supreme  anthortty,  and  not  by  bar- 
gains with  States. 

There  is  also  not  a  little  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  this  project  will  prodiice  much  discord.  On 
the  st^bject  of  roada  and  canals,  much  sensibility 
is  entertained  by  the  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
Bach  section  of  a  State  will  have  it*  favorite 
plad .  The  State  Legislatures  and  Congress  will 
be  besieged  with  appfieations  and  remonstrances, 
and  a  wide  door  opened  to  intrigue. 

In  view  of  all  tnese  considerations,  is  it  not  a 
dictate  of  wisdoiii  to  pAuse  before  we  adopt  a 
measure  so  important,  so  doubtful  in  its  expedi- 
encv,  so  questionable  as  to  its  coilstituttotiajity  ? 

Mr.  Haruin  said:  As  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  bill  until  the  4th  of  March  had  not  been  made 
on  account  of  anf  special  reason,  be  could  liot 
see  why  the  Senate  should  nbt  now  act  on  the 
subject;  and  a^  it  would,  if  it  prevailed,  defeat  the 
bill,' it  involved  the  merits  of  the  subject,  and  to 
that  he  should  turn  his  atteiition. 

I  wi(s  in  hopes,  said  Mr.  H.,  thai  this  bill  had 
been  so  framed  as  to  render  the  discussion  of  the 
Constitutional  quest ion*-^ow  far  Congress  bad 
a'light  to  make  roads  and  canals-runneeessary ; 
bnt,  since  it  has  been  urged  in  debate,  I  flatter 
nKyself  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  bill,  nor  in  the  measures  it  con- 
templates, which  will  violate  the  Constitution. 

From  the  general  organization  of  our  fostitu- 
tfons,  we  are  naturally  ^d  to  look  to  the  General 
Government  for  support  and  protection  as  to 
those  matters  which  relate  to  our  national  rights; 
and  to  the  States  for  those  which  relate  to  our 
individual  ot  social  rights.  In  questioiis  which 
involve  the  rights  of  one  State  or  its  citizens,  in 
confliclion  with  the  claims  of  another  State,  or 
the  citizens  thereof,  it  is  the  General  Government 
which  is  to  decide  these  matters.  To  this  end 
bas  the  Constitution  given  jurisdiction  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  controversies  be- 
tween different  States,  or  the  citizens  of  different 
States.  We  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  contend, 
that  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  Constitution, 
Whenever  th^re  are  rights  which  the  State,  as  a 
Slate,  cannot  cherish  or  protect,  without  coming- 
in  collision  with  a  sisrter  State,  the  General 
GbVernniient  has  a  right  to  interfere  and  to  ex- 
tend its  aid. 

In  relation  to  the  intercourse  between  different 
States,  it  may  frequently  happen  that  two  States, 
interested  in  promoting  it,  cannot  succeed,  owing 
to  the  want  of  co-operation,  or  of  the  permission 
of  an  Intervening  State;  for  example,  the  State  of 
Ohio  and  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 


Virginia,  have  a'  deep  interest  in  the  navicattoii- 
of  the  Ohio  river  and  an  intercourse  with  Louis* 
ville.    It  is  known  that  the  rsipids  of  that  river, 
at  Louisville,  present  a  great  obstruction  to  the 
navigation ;  I  have  heard  some  men  say,  that  they 
thought  it  the  interest  of  Lotrisvrlleand  its  vicin- 
ity, that  tbese  obstructions  nev^r  should  be  re- 
moved; that  they  caused  the  stoppage  of  nearly 
every  boat  that  passed,  and  thus  rendered  them 
tributary  to  the  adjoining  towns.    This  I  know 
is  not  the^entiment  of  my  countrymen  generally, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  a  few  only;  but  sirppose  this 
contracted  policy  was-  to  pervade  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Indiana,  and  thef  wereto  refuse 
their  co-operation,  aid.  or  assent,  to  improving 
this  navigation,  would  ^ou  say.  sir,  that  the  oa« 
tton  is  manacled ;  that  it  possesses  no  power  to 
interfere  and  protect  the  rtehts  of  those  who 
wish  to  navigate  this  stream  7    It  is  certain  that 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virgioit, 
as  such,  could  not.    This  power,  the  power  to 
regulate  and  to  promote  iaterconrse  between  the 
States,  otrght  to  belong  to  iht  General  Govern- 
ment. 

But'#hat  are  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  con- 
tended that  Congress  do  hot  possess  this  powerf 
The  honorable  member  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
DAQOBYt)  has  oontend«d,  thai  because  the  Con- 
stitution has  expressly  given  the  power  to  esub* 
lisb  post  roads,  they  are,  by  a  le^l  riHe  of  con- 
struction, excluded  from  establishing  other  roads; 
This  wtrald  be  correct,  if  there  were  no  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution  froni  which  this  power 
could  be  fairly  deduced ;  if  the  siihject  uf  post 
roads  was  not  ohe  Which  particularly  called  for 
such  a  provision  as  is  contained  in  the^  Coosti ra- 
tion. If  no  provision  were  iii  the  OouHtitutioii 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  post  roads,  I  «>hould 
not  doubt  the  power  of  Coagress  to  establish 
post  roads  froni  State  to  State.  But  ii  might 
well  be  dolibted  whether  they  had  the  power  to 
establish  a  post  road  between  two  little  towns 
within  the  same  State,  and  off  froov  the  roaifl 
post  routes,  for  the  purposee  of  neighborhood,  not 
Siftlej  coiivenience.'  Hence  the  neceaaity  for  this 
expresa  power  in  the  Gonstituiiotfe 

Bur  let  tic  resort  to  tke'Cdn^tinitiov,  «nd  awii 
it  does*  not  saaeiion  the  objects -of  this  bill.  It  is 
not  netfecftaty  f6r  me  to  toneend,  that  ^  to  provide 
for  th^  general  Welfare,"  is  a  substaatif  e  grant  of 
power.  Take  the  paragnxph  of  the  Coastitution 
according  to  the  most  limited  senve  in  which  it 
is  construed  by  any  one,  and  omit  inter veoing 
words,  and  it  will  read,  "  Congress  have  power  to 
collect  taxes,  to  provide  for  the  general  Welfare." 
In  other  words.  Congress  have  power  to  raise 
money  when  the  public  welfare*  fhall  require  it, 
and  to  disburse  it  in  providing  fur  the  public 
welfare,- 

If  Congress  possesses  this  power,  the  first  ques- 
tion, presenting  itself  is,  will  the  pttblio  welfare 
be  promoted  by  great  roads  which  shall  exy 
tend  from  Maine  to  Lowistlina;  from  the  Atlantie 
to  the  Misaissippi  1  which  shall  by  canals  eonneot 
inland  navigation  from  one  end  of  owr  aaion  to 
the  othei^-promote  intercourse  between   Smce 
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•Qd  Siate^  eipedite  tbe  maiL  aod  fafiUcate  the 
traosportadoo  of  troops  aod  'motii,(iont  of  war 
from  one  place  to,  another  in  the  boor  of  peril? 
Isballootbe  answered  in  the  negative  by  any 
honorable  member.  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
poijit-<4be  good  sense  of  every  one  who  bears 
me  will  respoDd  in  the  affirmative. 

The  pttbtic  welfare,  will  thep  be  promoted  by 
accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  bilL  In  aecom- 
pUsbiog  those  objects,  will  maj  State  privileges, 
will  any  privale  rights  be  violated,  is  the  next  in- 
qoiry.  It  baa  been  contended  that  the  States 
hsrethe  right  to. make  roads  mad  eanais,  and, 
tberefore.  Cwngwa  do  not  possess  the  power.  It 
Iseooeeded  that  the  States  have  this  rijiht— so 
have  they  the  rigbi  to  ereet  foriifieations,  to 
boild  ships  of  war.  Bnt  Congress  have  the  same 
right,  and  not  only  the  right,  but  >t  is  their  duty 
to  do  it.  Siippoee,in  a  time  of  war,  two  neiglv> 
boHog  posts  separated  hy  marsh|r  gsonnd ;  would 
not  Uwgress  possess  the  power  to  make  a  road 
between  them  to  facilitate  the  marching  of  troops, 
aod  (he  transportation  of  the.  munitions  of  war? 
No  man  will  deov  this  power.  Whence  is  it 
dtrived?  From  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
public  defeaeOf  and  to  disburse  money  for  the 
pablic  welfere.  Than  Congress  may  make  roads 
whenever  these  objects  will  be  promoted^  pro- 
Tided  in  so  doings  the  riffhts  of  Slates  or  indi- 
Tideals  ace  not  violated.  Who  is  to  judge  when 
and  bow  these  objecn  can  best  be  accomplished? 
Sorely  the  Geneval  QoVerakDenl.  That  this 
power  might  be  so  ezjpi^ised,  might  be  so  abused, 
as  to  violate  State  ri^hts^  I  adnut.  So  may  the 
ptwer  to  erect  fortmcatitfns.  Were  Congress 
wintonly  to  s«2e,  for  a  fortificatioii,  ground  con- 
seerate4  by  the  laws  of.  a  Sute  to  the  burial  of 
the  dead— -were  they  to  prostrate  the  capitol  of  a 
State,  or  demolish  the  country  seat  of  a  citizen 
nder  like  pretences — when  there  was  no  nece»» 
sitjrfor  so  doing,  when  sites  equally  advantage- 
008  aod  not  thus  valjiable  were  in  their  power- 
it  would  be  an  usurpation ;  an  net  of  tyranny  on 
State  and  individual  rights. 

It  mnsc,  thepy  be  in  Uie  manner  of  exercising 
the  power,  and  not  in  the  power  itself,  thatStaifr. 
rigbu  are  to  be  violated.  For  I  will  ^ak  honora- 
ble gentlemen,  to  inform  me  what  State  rights 
can  be  violated  if  Cpngcess  were  to  erect,  by  con- 
tract with  aU  the  proprietors  on  whose  soil  it 
psased, 4 great  highway  through  any  State;  say, 
for  example,  a  road  from  this  District  through 
Virginia,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Keoawba?  Have 
not  the  citiaeos  a  right  to  sell  their  lands  1  to 
grant  a  right  of  wa^  over  them  ?  Could  notany 
ciiizeo,  or  combination  of  citizens,  construct  such 
a  road  without  consulting  tbe  Legislature  of  Vir- 
gala?  And  sfaall^we  be  told  that  the  National 
Qovernment  cannot  purchase  this  right  for  the 
American  family  ?  I  ask  what  difference  there 
it  in  constructing  a  road  by  contract  with  the 
proprietors  over  whose  soil  it  passes,  and  building 
afortlfioation  or  a  seventy-four  within  a  State  by 
cantracts  with  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  used 
for  either  pnrjpose  7 

The  biU  on  yoor  table,  siryexpressly  provides  for 


obtaining  the  assent  of  the  State  government 
where  the  money  is  to  be  disbursed.  But  we  are 
asked  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  whether  the 
assent  of  tbe  State  government  is  .to  give  us 
powers  which  we  do  not  possess.  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  make  post  roads,  and  the 
power  to  make  military  roads  or  canals,  in  other 
words,  roads  or  canals  which  shall  dii'eetly  aid 
in  tbe  defence  of  any  post,  frontier,  or  vulnerable 
point,  without  any  pretence  for  the  interference 
of  the  States  on  these  points.  And  I  trust  I 
have  shown  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
to  disburse  the  public  money  in  constructing 
roads,  canals,  dtc.^  between  State  and  Slate, 
which  shall  promote  the  public  welfare,  provided 
in  the  manner  of  exercising  this  lauer  power 
th^y  do  not  conflict  with  any  State  or.  private 
right.  But  if  the  State  government  give  their 
sanction  to  tbe  measuEC^  there  can  be  no  conflio- 
tion  of  powers  or  righta^  Hence  this  provision 
in  tbe  bill^  that  there  may  be  np  confliction 
withy  no  jealousies  on  the-  part  of  the  Slate  au- 
thoritiea.  Whenever  there  are  donbu  on  Conati- 
ttttional  points,  it  is.best  to  conciliate-^it  is  best  to 
quiet  them  by  courtesy,  if  tlmib  and  circumstances 
will  permit. 

il  is  said  by  an  honorable  member,  that  evenv 
if  ihe  canals  contemplated  were  oonstrueted,  they 
would  be  but  little  used  in  time  of  peace;  thatonr 
citizens,  would  prefer  going  round  on  the  ocean, 
the  great  highway  6f  nature.  Does,  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  imagine  we  are  always  to  remain 
at  peace  1  Does  he  so  soon  forget  the  perils  and 
dimnuUies  from  which  we  have  so  recently  been 
relieved  ? .  For,  notwithstanding  the  pride  and . 
satisfaction  which  every  American  bosom  must 
feal  at  the  general  events  of  the  war,  and  its  hon* 
orable  conclusion,  the  tear  of  pity  must  drop  at 
the  n^iany  cases  of  individual  mbfortunea  and 
suffering,  which  occurred  during  its  progiress. 
Who  can  tell,  how  many  families  were  brought 
to  penury,  ojr  the  thousands,  of  dollars  that  was 
paid  for  transportation 7  Who  can  count  the. 
millions  worth^of  property  that  was  lost  or  de- 
stroyed  for  the  want  of  a  market,  during  the  war  1- 
Would  not  a  great  part  of  this  have  been  avoided, 
if  our  inland  communication  had  been  what  it 
might  ba  in  a  few  years  1 .  I  verily  believe  a  mi^ 
lion  of  dollars,  judiciously  expended  on  the  works 
now  contemplai^d,  would  have  saved  many  mil- 
liens  during  the  war  to  our  Treasury,  aod  tens 
of  millions  to  our  citizens.  Shall  we  never  profit, 
by  experience  1  Shall  we  fold  our  arms  as  soon 
as  the  storm  is  over,  and  loll  in  idlenesk  ?  No. 
Let' us  recollect  that  peace  is  the  time  in  which 
to  prepare  for  war.  Let  us  judieioofily  use  our 
resources.  Let  us  connect,  by  permanent  roads 
or  canals,  those  poiVits  which  the  experience  of 
the  late  war,  or  our  own  reflections,  teach  us  are 
most  exposed,  with  our  military  depots,  and  with  ^ 
the  heart  of  the  country,  whose  population  is  to 
be  their,  support  in  the  time'of  need.  Let  us  not 
again  wait  until  an  enemy  i»  at  our  doors,  before 
we  begin  seriously  to  prepare  for  him. 

We  haye  been  asked,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  post- 
pone thU  hiirnatii  the  meeting  of  aouHher  Coa^ 
1  '         .  " 
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gress;  and  it  has  been  suffgested,  that  passing  it 
ti  this  time,  wonid  seem  Uke  a  peace  offi^ring  for 
the  offence  committed  in  passing  the  compensa- 
tion bill. 

We  are,  by  nature,  too  prone  to  put  off  until  to* 
morrow,  what  may  be  done  to-day.  We  have 
hhjX  this  subject  before  os  ,the  whole  session,  we 
liaye  time  enough  to  discuss  it;  why,  then,  not 
meet  it  7    . 

Not  haying  been  a  menM)er  of  Congress  until 
this  session,  f  stand  in  need  of  no  peace  offering 
on  the  subject  alluded  to ;  and  not  having  desired 
to  remain  in  public  life  after  this  session,  I  mav 
be  permitted  to  speak  of  Congress  in  terms  which 
otherwise  might  not  be^  proper.  When,  during 
the  last  session,  I  was  at  home  a  citizen,  obserrant 
of  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  this  Con|[ress. 
I  saw  them  adopting  measures  to  restore  a  national 
cwrency ;  to  plsce  our  finances  on  a  respectable 
footing ;  to  protect  our  infant  manufactures;  to 
foster  our  navy  ;  to  construct  fortifications ;  and 
other  measures  of  a  like  character.  Icongratu- 
lated  myself  and  my  country  in  the  general  wis* 
^om  of  lis  measures.  After  I  saw  the  unfortunate 
law  alluded  to.  and  the  notice  taken  of  it  by  the 
people,  I  considered  the  sum  as  nothing  in  a  po- 
litical point  of  view,  compared  with  what  I  feared 
would  be  its  consequences.  1  apprehended,  and 
repeatedly  so  declared,  that  the  redaction  of  the 
public  excitement  on  Congress,  would  have  an 
unfavorable  effect  upon  other  measures.  There 
had,  prior  to  that  time,  been  in  the  State  in  which 
I  reside,  and/ 1  believe  in  the  nation  at  large,  an 
honorable  and  a  generous  confidence  in  Congress. 
But  this  ineasure,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  gave  to 
those  who  were  disposed  to  misrepresent  and  ca- 
ricature the  motives  of  members,  too  plausible  a 
ground  for  their  attacks.  Distrust  has  been  the 
consequence ;  and  I  apprehend  that  members  in 
both  Houses  have  become  too  timid,  too  little  dis- 
posed to  adopt  important  measures  for  fear  they 
should  ofi^na  again,  although,  in  relation  to  them, 
public  sentiment  has  not  been  expressed. 

I  had  been  acoostomed.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  look 
to  the  Senate  with  a  hign  degree  of  respect  and 
veneration— and  as  that  bodjr  which  was  to  give 
stability  to  our  national  aflkirs  in  those  times  of 
temporary  excitement,  which  every  free  Govern- 
ment must  at  times  be  siibject  to.  When  I  had 
the  honor  ot  taking  a  seat  here  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  formed  a  personal  ac- 
2uaintance  with  its  members,  the  opinion  which 
had  fortaied  of  this  body  was  by  no  means  les- 
sened. 

I  consider  this  bill  as  of  the  first  importance  to 
the  nation,  as  the  Qovernment  will  thereby  stlind 
pledged  to  cominence  internal  improvements.  It 
will  not  then  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  to  stop  or  embsrrass  the  subject. 
It  has  passed  the  other  House.  A  great  portion 
.of  the  pi^ent  members  of  that  body  were  mem- 
bers during  the  war,  and  felt  the  embarrassments 
of  our  situation.  It  is  surely  then  not  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  the  next  Congress,  to  say  that 
I  am  unwilling  to  leave  it  to  them.  Many  of 
Cham  will  be  new  members;  and  a  great  ppriion 


of  them  elected  trader  a  temporary  excitement 
They  may,  like  some  gentlemen  here  now,  be 
disposed  to  put  it  off.  They  may  be  disposed  not 
readily  to  adopt  important  measures  -which  we, 
by  a  postponement,  would  show  we  were  unwil- 
ling to  meet.  Let  us  then  avail  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity.  Let  us  concur  in  the  measure.  If 
we  do  so,  I  am  sure  the  next  Congress  will  not 
be  disposed  to  repeal  it. 

The  national  sentiaaent  is  in  ftvor  of  internsl 
improvements.  It  has  been  the  time,  the  mode, 
the  manner  of  commencing  it,  on  which  publie 
sentiment  has  heretofore  been  divided,  not  whe- 
ther it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  undertaken. 

Let  any  part  of  the  Union  be  assured,  by  the 
passsge  of  this  bilJ,  that  it  will  receive  a  just  por- 
tion of  M  benefits,  and  there  will  no  longer  be 
any  obstacles  to  our  commencing,  and  in  time 
perfecting  this  great  undertaking.    Althoogh  1 
am  fully  persuaded  that  public  sentiment  calls 
for  these  works,  this  bill  is  not  of  a  kind  to  catch 
the  popular  feeling  of  the  moment;  a  feeling 
which  IS  to  be  wielded  for  electioneering  purposes. 
Its  operation,  although  certain,  will  be  slow; 
years  will  pass  away ;  its  advocates  may  be  for- 
gotten in  the  walks  of  private  life,  before  its  visi- 
ble  effects  can  be  pointed  out.    If  any  subjects 
have  been  proposed  and  advocated  in  Congress 
at  this  session  a^  peace  offering  to  an  offended 
people,  I  should  say  that  the  projects  of  repealing 
your  taxes  and  for  reducing  your  army  are  of  this 
kind.    I  do  not  believe  that  there  Is  any  com- 
plaint about  your  taxes  at  present  by  the  greet 
body  of  the  people.    So  long  as  they  see  that 
these  taxes  are  faithfully  collected  and  judiciously 
applied  to  the  payment  of  our  debts,  and  to  ob- 
jects of  permanent  usefulness,  they  will  be  con- 
tented.   The  people  recollect  that  the  public  faith 
in  relation  to  these  taxes  v^  pledged  to  those  from 
whom  we  borrowed  money  in  tbe  period  of  dan- 
ger ;  they  will  not  call  for  their  rep«d  if  left  to 
the  fair  exercise  of  their  own  good  sense. 

One  remark  more,  Mr.  Chairman.  Whatever 
other  gentlemen  may  think  of  it,  the  argumeot 
of  theuonorable  member  from  Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Laoock,)  that  this  measure  would  cement  the 
bonds  of  our  Union,  deserves  consideration;  I 
deem  it  of  great  importance.  It  is  unfortunately 
the  ease  that  there  have  been  in  different  sections 
of  this  Union  jealousies  and  suspicions,  in  rela- 
tion to  other  parts  of  it.  I  wish  to  God  those 
i*ealousies  could  be  sunk  in  the  ocean  of  oblivion. 
)y  making  your  roads  and  canals,  we  shall  have 
more  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  shall  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  each  other ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  better  we  become  ac- 
quainted the  more  we  shall  like  each  other ;  the 
less  willing  we  shall  be  ever  to  see  a  national 
barrier  rise  up  between  us  and  sever  the  bonds  of 
our  Union. 

If,  sir,  this  bill  should  pass  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, if  any  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  calculated 
to  aid  its  passage,  I  shall  think  that  I  have  spent 
my  Winter  to  some  other  purpose  than  that  of 
leceiviog  a  portion  of  the  public  funds  and  form- 
ing a  more  extended  acquamtsnce ;  I  shall  feel 
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that  I  hare  rendered  some  senriee  to  my  coaotrr 
in  return ;  «od  I  eball  always  reeolleet  if  with 
pleasure  and  with  pride. 

Mr.  Macoh,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
did  not  coaie  to  the  Senate  this  morning  with 
an  intention  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  on 
this  great  qoestion.  He  now  thought  it  his  duty 
to  make  a  few  observations,  faowerer  desnilory 
they  mif^ht  be.  He  appealed  to  every  member 
I>resent,  if  the  bill  was  not  a  new  |>!an  of  legisla- 
ting in  this  country  1  He  did  ihis  with  perfect 
confidence,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  nothinff 
like  it  could  he  found  in  oor  statute  book.  It 
makes  an  appropriation  of  millions  for  roads  and 
canals,  without  directinff  a  cent  to  be  expended 
on  any  road  or  canal.  It  was  as  incorrect  as  it 
was  new,  and  against  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  Government,  which  had  been  to  make  appro- 
priations of  monejr  as  specific  as  possible ;  to  ap- 
propriate a  certain  sum  /or  a  certain  object, 
which  sum  ought  to  be  confined  to  such  object. 
Who  can-  tell  what  effect  this  general  appropria- 
tion mav  have  in  a  few  vears?  When  he  recol- 
lected the  importance  or  the  election  of  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  struggles,  anxieties, 
and  exertions  which  had  taken  place  about  it,  he 
feared  that  it  might  hereafter  be  connected  with 
that  great  event.  He  spoke  of  human  nature  as 
it  was;  he  believed  the  people  and  the  Qovern- 
ment  as  pure  as  heretofore.^  But  be  well  remem- 
bered the  feelings  which  were  excited  on  a  par- 
ticular occasion,  in  the  Capitol  before  it  was 
burnt}  and  he  as  well  remembered  that  at  the 
sessions  of  Congress  preceding  the  Presidential 
election,  that  which  may  be  called  the  caucus 
KssioD,  motions  have  more  than  once  been  made 
to  move  the  Seat  of  the  Qeneral  Government. 
He  only  meant  to  state  the  facts,  and  leave  each 
member, to  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

The  bill  looked  more  like  constitution-making 
than  legislating.  It  established,  an  important 
principle,  and  left  the  detail  to  be  hereafter  pro- 
vided, though  in  one  respect  it  differed  widely 
from  tbat,^hieh  is  this:  it  locks  up  millions  use- 
lessly, for  years  to  come,  in  the  Treasury,  which 
ought  to  be  employedin  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  In  time  of  peace  no  exertion  ought  to 
be  spared  to  discharge  it.  Money  in  war  in 
strength.  Pay  the  debt,  and  the  nation  will  be 
strong  indeed.  But  apply  the  public  money  to 
expensive  projects,  and  we  may  hereafter  be  as 
much  embarrassea  with  debt  and  taxes  as  the 
British  nation,  unless  our  unsettled  lands,  to 
which  people  will  move  and  better  their  situa- 
tion, save  us'for  a  long  time  from  their  unfortu- 
nate condition.  It  is  a  safe  a^d  good  rule  to  pay 
debts  when  you  have  the  means. 

It  appear^  more  like  ihe  decrees  and  procla- 
mfttions  of  France  and  Ckeat  Britain,  which  pfer- 
plexed  us  ao  much  daring  their  late  wars,  thanan 
act  of  Congress.  But  these  some  officer  was 
directed  to  carry  into  effect,  and,  of  course,  to 
arrange  the  necessary  detail.  But  the  bill  was 
not  to  operate,  except  bv  keeping  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  without  the  consent  of  Con|[ress 
and  a  StaM  Legislature,  to  be  hereafter  gtven. 


Was  it  not  like  a  constitution,  which  only  or- 
dains what  may  be  done,  but  not  how  or  when  7 
Was  it  not  incorrect,  because  there  was  no  esti* 
mate  of  the  cost?  And  no  one  pretended  to 
guess  at  the  sum  neeessarv  to  finish  the  roads  and 
canals,  nor  does  any  one  know  where  they  are  to 
be.  Was  it  not  against  the  common  practice  of 
Congress  to  appropriate  money  without  an  esti- 
mate? It  was  certainly  a  new  discovery  in 
American  legislation,  being  a  permanent  appro- 
priation, not  to  be  used  until  other  acts  were 
passed,  a  part  of  which  the  General  (Government 
could  not  pass.  Very  improperly,  he  conceived, 
the  passing  it  now  had  been  compared  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  prudent  individual ;  such  a  one  would 
count  the  cost  before  he  undertook  great  and  ex- 
pensive works,  and  would  pay  his  debts,  if  he  had 
any.  before  he  would  lay  his  money  op,  not  to  be 
usea  for  years  to  come.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
a  permanent  appropriation  to  pay  the  interest 
and  principal  of  the  debt ;  but  that  was  not  locked 
up,  but  in  constant  use,  performing  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  appropriated.  We  also  have 
another,  for  eight  years,  for  the  navy-^that,  too, 
was  employed. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  the  Con- 
stitutional power  ot  Congress  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  which  power  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
was  not  given  to  the  General  Government,  he 
was  convinced  that  if  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virfioia  (Mr.  BARnona)  was  true, 
that  a  bank  was  Consiitotional  because  two  laws 
bad  been  passed  to  incorporate  the  two  United 
States  Banks,  and  that  the  courta  had  so  decided, 
it  was  equally  true,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dagobtt)  that  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws  were  also  Constitutional,  be- 
cause the  courts  had  so  decided.  There  can  be 
no  difference,  except  that  two  acts  have  been 
passed  in  one  case,  and  but  one  in  each  of  the 
others.  As  to  the  courts,  they  stan^  on  exactly 
the  same  footing;  and  the  courts  have  exercised 
the  power  to  declare  a  law  unconstitutional,  and 
rightfuHy,  he  verily  believed. 

The  authority  to  pass  the  bill,  judging  from  the 
arguments  used,  seems  to  be  derived  rather  from 
precedents  than  the  Constitution.  This  surely 
cannot  be  the  true  way  to  construe  that  sacred 
instrument.  All  who  are  called  to  act  upon  it 
must  judge  for  themselves,  and  act  accordingly. 
Hence  all  act  en  their  own  responsibility.  If 
precedents  are  to  be  the  rule  of  construction,  the 
Constituiion  may  be  altered  without  applying  to 
the  States;  and,  according  to  it,  no  amendment 
can  be  made  without  their  consent.  This  bill,  if 
passed,  will  itself  add  to  the  precedents,  and  here- 
after strengthen  them. 

He  asked,  why  appropriate'  the  money  now, 
when  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  in  the  same 
report  in  which  he  states  the  great  revenue  of 
the  present  year,  calc^ulates  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion for  several  years  to  come  ?  Which  calcu- 
lations if  correct,  or  nearly  so,  may  render  this 
appropriation  venf  convenient. 

No  6ne  doubtaihat  roads  and  canals  are  desira- 
ble, and,  when  wisely  undertaken  and  properly 
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finUhed,  {profitable.  Bat  does  this  prove  that  it 
is  DOW  wise,  when  the  United  Stales  are  in  debt, 
to  make  this  appropriation  for  theoi)  before  the 
money  can  be  used,  and  that  too.  to  say  th^least, 
CD  doubtful  authority  7  Every  tree  people  seem 
naturally  to  turn  their  attention  and  industry  to 
improvements  of  every  kind*  As  soon,  as  they 
are  prepared,  they  begin.  The  propij^r  time  is 
known,  by  their  willingness,  by  the  industrious 
and  careful  people  being  ready  to  vest  their  mo- 
ney in  them,  for  a  reasonable  profit.  He  repeated 
the  questioui  wh  v  pass  the  bill  at  this  time,  when 
we  have  been  told  that  it  may  be  repealed  whea- 
ever  Congress  think  proper  ? 

Mr.  M.  said,  there  were  one  or  two  points  more, 
which  he  was  desirous  to  have  noticed,  but,  hi$ 
voice  failing,  he  declined. 

Mr.  Abbmun  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
discuss  at  large  the  question^  whether  Ck)ngreas 
bad  the  Constitutional  power  to  pass  the  bui  on 
the  table.  W^re  he  to  undertake  this,  he  could 
do  DO  more  than  to  repeat  the  arguments  of  thq 
honorablegentlemanfrom  Connecticut,  (Mr*  Dao* 
BBT,}  and  by  repeating,  be  feared  he  should  weaken 
them.  He  would,  however,  take  the  liberty  of 
saying,  that  bis  present  impressions  were  deci- 
dedly against  the  right  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
proposed  measure.  Heretofore  it  had  been  un* 
derstood  that  it  was  almost  universally  admitted, 
that  the  authority  alluded  to  did  not  ezist|  unless 
in  consequence  of  the  sssent  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  within  which  the  road  or  canal  was  to 
be  raad^.  No  precedent,  it  waa  believed,  eould 
be  adduced,  for  going  beyond  this ;  and  the  bill 
itself,  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
did  not,  in  terms,  propose  to  expend  any  portion 
of  the  immense  fund,  about  to  be  set  spart,  in  any 
of  the  States  without  their  consent.  The  Mcond 
section  provides  that  the  fund  shall  "  be^pplied 
'  in  constructing  such  roads  or  canals,  die,  in  each 

*  State,  a»  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  such  State, 

*  shall  by  law  direct."  The  bill,  therefore,  in 
terms,  admiu  the  right  of  a  State  to  an  agency 
in  the  expenditure  of  this  monejr,  and  the  friends 
of  the  bill  seem  to  consider  this  as  a  n»u  satis- 
factory answer  to  all  the  Constitutional  objec- 
tions which  have  been  urged  against  it.  The 
money,  say  gentlemen,  is  to  be  expended  with 
the  assent  of  the  State  i  and  how.  they  a»kt  can 
State  rights  or  Stafe  sovereignty  oe  vioiai;ed  un-, 
der  such  circumstances?  Mr.  A.  said,  he^waa 
bound  to  believe,  that  when  hoaoiable  gentlemen 
talked  of  the  assent,  of  a  State,  they  meant  a 
real  voluntary  assent,  and  not  one  that  was  nom- 
inal and  forced.  But  an  assent  of  the  former 
kind  was  not  provided  for  in  the  bill*    The  mo- 

.  ney  was  to  be  laid  out  on  such  objects  in  each 
State,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  the  State, 
might  direct.  But  suppose  that  Congress  ana 
the  State  government  caniwt  agree  upon  the  ob- 
jects, what  is  to  become  of  the  money?  Will 
the  State  receive  any  part  of*  this  great  fund  ? 
No  provision  of  that  kind  is  made^  %od  none  is 
intended.  On  the  contrary,  It  is  conceded,  that 
in  sQch  a  case,  the  mooejF  is  to  remain  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statesi  and  aa  their  pro- 


perty.   The  consent  of-the  State^  thetefore,  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  is  a  mere  shadow— an  illo- 
sioo.    Congress  may  and  wUl  say^  to  a  State, 
that  the  money  shall  be  applied  in  constiocting 
a  road  or  canal  in  a  partic afar  place;  otherwise 
it  cannot.be  applied  at  ail  within  the  State.    In 
such  a  case  the  State  will  be  forced  to  yield  its 
assent  to  the  eapenditare  ia  the  vary  ^ls«e  point- 
ed oat,  however  injudicioasly  or  unwisely  select- 
ed, or  biowever  injuriously  the  meaaure  may  afiect 
its  prosiierity,  ui\der  the  heavy  penalty  of  forfeit- 
iof^  all  its  interest  in  the  fund.    A  consent  ob* 
tamed  under  such  cifeumstaneee,  ia  no  consent; 
the  disposition  of  the  money  will  be  as  moch 
without  the -fair  agency  of  the  Stale,  and. as  ex- 
clusively within  the  eontsol  ofX^ongress,  as  if  the 
clause  providing  for  the  assent  of  the  State,  wts^ 
stricken  oat  of  the  bilU    The  anbjeci  poght  to  be 
fairly  treated.  Congress  ought  either  openly  to  as- 
sume the  power  of  cuuing  roadi  an4  caoals,  whet- 
ever  they  please,  whatever  the  States  may  say  or 
think  aboac  it ;  a.  power  never  b^re  awumed 
or.  contended  for,  and  nowhere  expressed  in 
the  Constitution ;  or  eUe»  they  ought  to  provide 
for  the  exercise  of.  a  discretion  and  a  volition  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  States,  wjhieh  shall  not 
be  the  result  of  coercion,  and  which  shall  not  be 
extorted  by  the  conatdenktion  that  withholding  it 
will  forfeit  all  claim  to  their  just  share  of  the 
fund.    Mn  A*  saidy  that.li  appeared  to  him,  that 

Sentlemen  who  held  the  opinion,  which  had 
eretofore  so  unirersally  prevailed,  an4  wiiich 
had  been  sancUoned  in  a  gceat.  variety  of  ways-- 
that  Congma  had  not  the  power  to  constroct 
roads  and  canals  through  a  State  withoai  obuin- 
ing  its  consent,  must,  upon  refle^tioSf  be  entirely 
satisfied,  thai  such  consent  is  not  peovided  for  in 
this  biU  in  a  maaner  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
man.  The  States  which  had  not  •  ptcepanderal- 
ing  influence  in  tho  Government  tMight  not,  and 
be  thought  would  not,  be  satisfied  with  this  nom- 
inal saving,of  their  rights.  If  they  should  be,  it 
would  in  his  view  lessen  the  importanco.  of  the 
subject  I  because  in  that  case  he  should  nol  think 
it  of  much  consequence  what  rtghu  ware  retain- 
ed, apd  what  were  surrendered^  Mr.  A-  con* 
eluded  by  sayioi^  that  as  he  did  not  consider  the 
answers  given  to  the  CoBftitiitional  difficulties 
which  had  been  urged,  as  satisfactory ;  and  as  he 
was  also  deoidedly  against  the  bill  on  varioas 
other  grounds,  mosc  oTwhiehhad  been  diaiinctly 
stated,  he  should  vote  for  the  indefiniie  postpone* 
meat. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  18,  nay  a  19,  as 
follows : 

TBAa—Messxi.  Ashman,  BiewB,  Campbell,  Ghace, 
Gondit,  Daggett,  Dana,  FrosMntm,  GaiUard,  Howell, 
Haater,  Maoon,  Smith,  Thompson,  Tiehenor,  Troup, 
Vamnm,  and  Williams. 

IiIats— Meaua.  Baibour,  OddslMioagh,  Haidin« 
Horsey,  King,  lisoock,  Msaon  of  x^ew  Hampshice, 
Mason  of  Vicginis,  Morrow,  Noble,  Bobs rti^  Ruggle% 
Ssqford,  Stokssb  Tsit,  Talbot,  T^lor,  Well*,  and 
Wilson. 
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Tbvrsbat,  Pebrotry  27« 

Mr*  WiLsoir,  from  the  joiot  eomroictee  ap« 
pointed  to  exanioe  aod  report  what  busitMBt  is 
pending'  betwceo'  the  two  HoiMei,  aod  what  i$ 
jDdi^pensabie  to  aet  opon  preriovs  to  the  ad- 
joumnient,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAiia  presented  the  petition  of  HatH 
nah  Allen,  widow  of  Jostice  Allen,  who  died 
while  in  the  servrce  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing* relief,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  wbieh 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comimttee  on  Peo- 
sioos,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  biii  or 
otherwisew 

Mr.  Monow,  frooa  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laads.  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  7th  inetant, 
the  Message  from  the  Presidest  of  the  United 
Slates,  reported  a  bill  anthortziaf  the  payment 
of  a  sam  ^f  money  to  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  an* 
der  the  articles  of  agfeement  and  eessloo  tetw^o 
the  United  States  and  that  State;  and  the  biU 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  eeeond  readings 

Ofl  motion,  by  Mr.  Robgr'to,  the  Oommictee 
of  Clafma^  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Francis  Henderson  and  family,  heirs  and  rep- 
resentativea'  of  John  Laurens,  deeeased,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  fartiier  consfderation  thereof; 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Stokbb,  the  Senate  re- 
somed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  oon- 
sidenrtfon  of  the  bill  to  aatborize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issae  grants  aod  perfect  titles' on 
certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de* 
scribed,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the«eleet«ommiite6;  and  the  bill  hav- 
iif  been  ameaded,  the  PaaaiDnlrr  reporCed  it  to 
tlie  House  aoeordingly ;  and  the  amendmenta 
having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question^  "Shall 
ttis  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?'  it 
Wis  determined  in  the  afl|tinati?e«-Xeaa  28,  nays 
8,asfollow»: 

fsiB — Messrs.  Ashiami,  Broltn,  Campbell*  Dag- 
gett, FromftttiB,  Goldsberongh»  Haidioy  Horseft  How- 
ell, Laoook,  Menow,  Noble,  Bebetts»  Rnggles,  8aa* 
M,  8loko^  Tait«  Talbot^  Tajler^  ThdaipsoD»  Tiehe^ 
2u>r,  Troap^i  and  WilfiaoMr 

Na«s— Meseni*  Condilp  Daatr  Oasttaidf  Maeon, 
Mssoa  ol  Newi  Bmagtkii^  Smkh,  Vamamr  and 
Wilson. 

Mr.  RoBEiiTB  submitt^  the  fotlnwrag  reaol«F 
timi  •,  which  'wns*  read,  and^  passed  to  the  seeoad 
readitirt 

ifefoW,  'thBt  thine  be  paid  oat  of  the  oontlnge&i 
fond  of  this  Honae  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobi«s^8imp- 
soD,  and  George  Hiehs,  ttie  sum  of  one  bandied  dol- 
lars eadi,  for  extra  serrieee. 

Mr.  CfiAc£,  from  the'  Committ^  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  to 
amead  an  act,  entitled  ^^Ao  act  to  establish  the 

i'odicial  courts  of  the  United  Slates ;''  and  the 
ill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aecond  reading. 
Mr.  GampbuuL)  from  the  Committee  on  £4- 
nanoe,  to  whom  was  reDerred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  snipptemeniary  to  an  aet,  entitled  ^An 
aet  further^  to  amend  the  sereral  aett  (at  the  ee« 
tthlishment  aodreguktionof  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Na'vy  Dapattmeme^"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Mr.  CAMPnatA,  from  the  Mtme  eomroiiteej  to 
whom  wae  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  ant 
making  provision. for  the  support  of  the  MHitary 
Bsiamihment  for  the  year  1817,"  also  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.'LAeooi^  from  the  Committee  on  Roada 
and  Canala,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  enti- 
tled ''An  aet  making  an  appropriation  for  open* 
ing  and  cutting  out  a  road  therein  deaeribed,'' 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

,0n  motion,  by  Mr.  Varndm,  the  Senate  n- 
sumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  printing  :of  the  tenth  volume  of  the  public 
documents;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  Pbemojiiit  reported  it  to  the 
Hooae,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr*  FROMBMTiif  presented  the  meoMrial  of  the 
Gteneml  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana^  rel* 
ative  to  the  land  claims  of  Florida;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  conader  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or'  otherwise. 

Mr.  FnoMnRTiN  also  presented  another  memo- 
rial of  the  legislature  of  tba  same  State,  reapeat- 
ihi  the  land  titles  in  the  former  Territory  oiOr^ 
leans;  and  the  memorial  waa  read,  and.  referred 
to  the  same  eomdiitteey  to  consider  and  report 
thereon* 

Mt.  FnoMBNvuf  also  presented  the  petition  of 
P.  and  B.  Joordaut  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  by 
order  of  Gknfral.Jaek8on,as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the  C^m«* 
mittee  of  Claims^  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FgOMENTiN  ako  presented  the  petition  of 
widaw  Des  Londi,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  compensation  for  damages  sustained  byi 
the  destruction  of  her>  property,  whilst  ooeupied 
by  order  of  General  Jaclnon,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee -last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Amesaafle  fr^m  the  Honae  of  Repreeentativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled^' An  not  aotthorizing  the  Seoreiary 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Qecrgin 
fifteen  per  centum  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax. 
for  the  year  1816(,  asaamed  and  paid  by  that  State;'' 
a  bill  entitled  '*An«et  authorizing  the  depoaite  of 
the  papers  of  foteif  o  vessels  with  the  Consul  of 
their  respective  nations;"  a:  bill  entitled  "An  aol 
supplementory  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage;"  a  bill  eniiiied  ''An  act  for* 
the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  othera,'  mer- 
chants, residing  in  the  city  of  New  York:"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
the  poblie  debt ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  acia  now  in  foiroe  as  authorizes  a 
loan  of  mone^,  or  an  issue  of  Treasury  notea;'' 
also^  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax;"  in  which* 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  paaacd  the  bill  from  the  Scnale,  entip 


188 


mSTOET  OF  GONaBESS. 


184 


SraiATE. 


Peiiium  of  William  B.  SUokea. 


FBrauAST,  1817. 


tied  *^Aii  aet  making  reserratioa  of  eeriaio  poUic 
lands  to  suppljr  timber  for  oaval  pavposes,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  eoneur- 
renee  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  coostitation  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  each  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landq^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  reservation  of  certain 
public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval  purposes," 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  seven  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bilf  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
printing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  the  public  docu- 
ments, was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  maKioff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1817,"  and  the  bill  having 
been  further  amended,  the  Pbbsiobnt  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  concurred  in, ion  the  question,  *'  Shall 
the  amendments  bs  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  • 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  de 
Castanado ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Caleb  Nicholls;"  a  bill,  enutled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Oliver;"  a  bill)  entitled 
"An  act  (or  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Green ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Bois- 

f^ervais ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ames  Caze  and  John  Richaud ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard  f  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jumonville  de 
Villiers ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Kindall ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for 
the  relief  of  James  Orr;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Barthelemy  DoVerger ;"  a 
bill,  entided  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Buckmaster ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Antoine  Bienvemie,  of  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana $"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough ;"  a  bill, 
entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Chism ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Villere;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Madame  Montreuil ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peyton  Short;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 


Wells  f  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Asa  Wells ;  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple* 
mentary  to  the^et,  entitled  'An  act  directing  the 
disposition  of  mone^  paid  into  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  in  which  bitbi  tbey  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  the  lands 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  described,^ 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  the  Cominittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  cod- 
stitution  and  State  governmenr,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said 
amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Simonds,  of  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts,  who  be- 
longed to  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  a 
pension,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs,  from  the  ConMnittee  of  Claimi. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  B.  STOKES. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  ftom  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  B. 
Stokes,  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  petitioner  was  the  owner  of  a  house  in  the 
town  of  Havre-de-Graoe,  in  the  State  (^  Maryland^ 
when  the  British  detaclunent  arrived  at  that  place  in 
May,  1813,  at  which  time  it  was  destroyed  by  thess. 

The  petitioner  reprssents  his  said  house  as  of  the 
value  of  $7,600.  The  evidence  laid  befbee  the  com- 
mittee appears  to  have  been  taken  under  commissiom 
issued  1^  fiichard  Bland  Lee.  It  is  sot  Ibrth  in  the 
deposition  of  John  C.  Sidgly,  a  lieulonant  of  drs* 
goons  at  said  time  in  the  service  of  the  United.  States, 
that,  on  the  Saturday  befoi^  the  Biitiah  arrived  at 
Havze-de-Grace,  he  rnched  there  with  a  detachment 
of  jdragoons,  in  pursuit  of  deserters,  and  asked  for 
quarters.  Mrs.  Seari,  who  kept  the  house  of  Mr. 
Stokes  as  a  tavern,  objected ;  but  he  insisted,  and  did 
quarter  there  from  Saturday  until  Monday,  when 
the  British  landed,  and  at  that  time  had  two  deseiteis 
under  guard  in  the  said  house.  Subsequently  he  bore 
a  flag  to  the  enemy,  and  remonstrated  against  the  de- 
struction of  said  house,  and  was  answered  it  was  a 
militaiy  depot.  Abraham  Garret,  another  witness  ex- 
amined, swewrs  that  he  accompanied  the  flag,  and,  on 
lemonitrating  against  the  conduct  of  the  Britnh  in 
burning  the  town,  he  wss  told  by  the  Admiral  that 
many  of  the  houses  burnt  were  oecnpied  for  military 
purposes ;  that  it  was  his  determination  to  bora  eveiy 
house  occupied  lor  military  purposes,  &c. 
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The  depofitiims  of  Ridglj  and  Garret  ve  thoie 
only  that  go  to  toach  the  oanae  of  the  burning,  and  all 
thej  itaCe  amounta  to  no  more  than  that  thta  waa  the 
▼ague  excuae  of  a  nodictiw  freebooter  for  a  diagrace* 
fol  outrage  on  the  naagea  of  ctviliied  warfare.  The 
detachment  of  cavalry,  it  appeara  Tory  evidently,  ao- 
jonmed  in  a  public  faooae  over  the  Sabbath  only ;  that 
they  were  there  aa  penons  paaatng  caanally,  not  in  a 
military  atation,  nor  exerciaing  any  control  over  Uie 
honae.  The  attempt  to  eatabliah  a  mtlitaiy  oceapan^y 
from  the  preaeace  of  militia  ia  atiU  more  objectionable, 
aa  there  were,  it  ia  believed,  only  the  local  militia 
preaenl^  and  many  of  them  reaidenta.  That  a  Britiah 
Admiral,  committing  acta  of  the  moat  ilagitioaa  deao* 
lation,  ahould,  when  eameatly  ezpoatulated  with 
againat  it,  ofbr  aome  pretence  of  joaCifieation  at  the 
eztmiae  of  condor  and  tmth,  waa  to  be  expected — it 
waa  perfectly  in  character.  Bat  the  committee  think 
it  would  be  erroneooa  to  admit  aueh  authority  to  e^ 
tabltth  the  fiict  of  public  occapancy.  Mr.  Garret  aaya 
that  many  of  the  houaea  were  alleged  hj  the  enemy  to 
be  occupied  lor  military  purpoaea.  Thia  wouU  aeem 
to  eoovey  the  idea  that  Mra*  fieara'e  houae  waa  the 
itroDgeat  caae,  and  that  otherB  are  conaidered  aa  eU- 
gihle  to  allowance^  even  on  alighter  pretencea.  Some, 
however,  it  io  admitted,  have  been  burnt  wantonly. 

The  whole  traaaaction,  the  committee  have  no 
doubt,  waa  of  the  moat  lawleaa  character,  and  they 
cannot  admit  ibr  a  moment  that  thia  flagittoualy  in- 
cendiary act  ahould  be  at  aD  palliated  by  the  admia- 
f  ion  of  aueh  evidence  to  aanction  it  aa  an  act  of  excu« 
■able  war&re. 

The  committee  believe  thia  to  be  the  firat  daim  of  a 
nmilar  nature  preaented  for  the  deciaion  of  Congreae, 
and  they  apprehend  that  the  extent  in  which  like 
daima  may  be  made  givea  to  the  dedaion  that  may 
now  be  had  an  importance  that  doea  not  belong  to  the 
value  claimed.  While  they  regret  aa  enemy,  aUling 
themaeivea  Chiiatiana,  could  commit  acta  of  aueh  ag- 
gravated turpitude,  and  that  their  fisUow-citiiena  have 
been  made  the  victima  of  aueh  heinoua  depravity,  they 
cannot  feel  the  obligation  on  the  Government  to  make 
indemnity,  nor  diaoover  any  nractical  prindple  of  ju^ 
tice  that  would  allow  it*  They  aubmit,  raapectfolly, 
the  following  reaolution,  to  wit : 

jReaoAwA  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioiiar  ought 
no/  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  reaolution  were  read*        ^ 

INTERNAL  IMPROVBMBNTa 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  to  set  apart  tod  pledge,  aa  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improTementa,  the  bonua  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  Statea  ahare  of  its 
dividends.'*     The  bill  is  aa  follows : 

A  BiU  to  aet  apart  and  pledge,  aa  a  permanent  fhnd 
'    lor  internal  improvementa,  the  bonua  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  Statea  diare  of  ita  divi- 
denda* 

Be  U  enacUdt  Im  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Beprt' 
HnUttimee  of  the  United  8iate$  of  Ameriea  in  Con^ 

Sreu  aeaemoiedf  That  the'  bonne  aecured  to  the  United 
tatea  by  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  aobacribera  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea,"  and  the  dividenda 
which  ahall  ariae  from  their  aharea  in  ita  capital  ateek» 
during  the  praieat  term  of  twenty  yeara^  for  wfaieh  tiie 
pfoprietora  tbaieof  have  been  inmporalads  be,  aad  ihe 


aame  are  hereby,  aet  apart  and  pledged  aa  a  flmd  ibr 
oonatructing  roaida  and  canab,  and  improving  the  aav^ 
igation  of  water  couraea,ia  order  to  facilitate,  promote, 
and  give  aecuiity  to  internal  commerce  among  the  aev- 
era!  Statea,  and  to  render  more  eaay  and  lesa  expendve 
the  meana  and  providona  neceasary  for  their  common 
defence. 

Sxc.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  monm 
conatitutmg  the  aaid  fund  ahall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
applied  in  conatructing  such  roads  or  canaia,  or  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  aueh  water  ooorMa,  or  both, 
m  each  State,  aa'  Congreaa,  with  the  aaaent  of  aueh 
State,  shall  by  law  direct,  and  in  the  manner  moat 
conducive  to  Uie  general  welfare ;  and  the  proportion 
of  the  aaid  moneys  to  be  expended  on  the  objecta 
aforeaaid,  in  each  State,  ahall  be  in  the  ratio  of  ita  rep- 
reaentation,  at  the  time  of  aoch  expenditure,  in  the 
meet  numerous  branch  of  the  National  Legialature. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aaid 
fund  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaorj  for  the  time  being;  and  that  it  ahall  be  hia 
duty,  unleaa  otherwise  directed,  to  vest  the  aaid  divi- 
dend, if  not  apeciftcdly  appropriated  by  Congrees^  in 
the  stock  of  the  United  Statee;  which  stock  shall  ao- 
CTue  to,  and  ia  hereby  conatituted  a  part  o^  the  aaid 
fund. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  diall  dao 
be  the  duty  of  the  aaid  Secretary,  unleaa  otherwiae  di- 
rected, to  veat  the  bonus  for  the  diarter  of  aaid  bankt 
as  it  may  fSUl  doe,  in  the  stock  of  the  United  Statea ; 
and  alao  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  theSr  uaual  aeaaion, 
the  condition  of  said  fund. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Abbmun,  to  amend  the 
biU  by  adding  to  the  aecond  aection  the  folio  lying 
proviso : 

^Provided,  howeve^.  That  no  part  of  add  fund  ahall 
be  expended  on  any  of  the  objecta  aforesaid,  within  the 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  thereof: 
Andprooidedg  alto.  That  if  any  State  ahall  refuae  ita 
assent  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  pdd  to  aoch  State 
such  proportion  of  sdd  moneys  aa  would  be  expended 
therein  on  the  objects  aforeaaid,  if  aueh  State  had  aa- 
aented  to  aaid  expenditure." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  5,naya 
33,  as  follows :  # 

xxAs^Mesara.  Adimun,  Ooadit,'  Daggett,  Dana, 
and  Tiehenor. 

N^Ta— >MeasrB.  Baibour,  Brown,  Gampball,  Ghaee, 
Fromeoltn,  Gafilard,  Goldaborough,  Hanaon,  Hardin, 
Horae^,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Maeen,  Ma- 
aon  of  New  Hampabire,  Maaon  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Noble»  Roberta,  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokea,  Tait, 
Tdbot,  Tayfor,  Thorapaoa,  Troup,  Vamum,  Walla, 
WiUiams^  and  Wilaon. 

The  bill  bhrini^  been  amended,  the  PmsiDBirr 
resutaed  the  Chair,  and  it  waa  reported  to  the 
Hoase  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GtoLOSBoaotio^,  to  amead 
the  bill  by  striking  out  of  seetioo  three,  after  the 
word  "doty,''  in  hoe  three,  to  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  ,lieo  thereof  the  followiilg: 

''To  apportion  and  divide  the  aaid  fhnd,  aa  it  aniy- 
ally  accruea,  among  the  aeveral  Statea  now  exiating, 
and  aueh  aa  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
according  to  the  then  exiating  ratio  of  repreeentation, 
aa  b^ore  directed ;  and  to  inveat  the  aame,  ao  appor- 
tioned and  divided,  in  ftinded  debt  of  the  United  Sute% 
in  the  nan^  of  the  reapective  Statea  i  and  the  funded 
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-debt,  lo  Ml  Aptit  mthe  mmct-of  AevetpeelivA  Stulei^ 
•hftU  be  ep»Ked  to  the  miereeeid  obyeeti,  under  fte 
eoncoiTent  direction  of  Congreie  end  tbe  LeguiBtvre 
t>f  tiie  Btete  ittterorted ;  end  he  ihall  aleo  bj  before 
'  Compew,  ftt  their  next  ennnalMnioii,  the  eondHioa 
of  the  nid  ftind:"     . 

It  was  determiDed  in  (he  affirmattre— f  eas  21| 
Bays  17,  as  follows : 

xxAt— Meieri.  Barbour,  Brown^  Fromentin»  Golds* 
boiongh,  HsDson,  Hotaty,  King,  Leoock,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Viryinia,  Morrew,  NoUe, 
Bobeits,  Roggles,  fihiaford,  8tokes»  Talt,  TaKbot,  Xay* 
lor,  Thompson,  and  WeUs. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Ashmun>  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Bagf  ett,  Dana,  Oaillatd»  Haidin,  •  Howell,  Hanter^ 
Maoon,  South,  Ticheaor,  Tionp,  Yacnam,  •WiUiams^ 
and  Wilson. 

.  Om  ma«ioDf  bv  Mr»  Gaufsbll;  ta  ame«d.  tha 

>  &rs(  seeiiMi  of  thf  bill|  by  inseitYog  after  "  wid,'' 
in  th^  foukth  line;  *<«o  nracb  of  |"  snd  in  theaev* 

lanth  iine,  i  alter  •  tha''..word  *^  toeorf aimttd,"  <^«t 

>  shall  reiivain  iifterM]MYfDff  the  iMerca^  aeennog 
en  the  etoeksof  the  Uaised'43ia«e8  «oMiitatMig 
•the  said  shares.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  17, 
ngys  21',  as  follows : 

'Yais-^Messrs.  Ashmnni  Canmbell,  Chace,  Oondit, 

''  Daggattt  Bans,  Cbittsrd,  Harcun,  Howell,  Maoo% 

Bmitb;  Stdces,  Thompson-,  Tiehenor;  TVonp*  Vamoniy 

and  WUiiams. 

Nats — Messri.  Barbonr,  Brown,  Fromentin,  Golds^ 

<  borough,  Haospn,  Heney,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Msp 

aon  of  New  Hampshirsv  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 

Noble,  Roberts,  Rugglse,  Banford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor, 

'WeUs^  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  br  Mr^  HoMtr,  to  add  the  follow 
ing  proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill: 

*'  Fnmdtdt  That  th#  proportion  of  said  Aind  to  be 
assigned  to  any  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  msy>  by 
the  assent  of  such  State,  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
albresaid  in  any  other  State." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire-^yeaa  20, 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

•  TsAo — Means.:  Bobottb.  Brown^  Chaee,  Fromeii- 
tin,  Goidsborough,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Uon^,  Hoater, 
King,  Laeoek,  •  Mason  of  New  Haawahire,  Maaon,  of 
Tiigiiiia,  Morsow,  Noble,  Bobeits*  Mgglee,«aa€)rd« 
aiohes,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tlwnpsoiir  Tiehanof, 
Wem  and  Wilson. 

■Nais  Msaws>  AehaMin,  Gampball,  Cbaidit,  Ik«- 
tett,  Baaa,  OaiUaid*  Howalt,  Macon*  tatth^  IWop, 
Vamnm,  and  Williams. 

On  flsutiOD,  by  Mr»  Diaairr,  to  add  to  ibt  end 

•  of  the  bill  the  foUewkig  proviso: 

<<Pro0Mfetf,  That,  incase  the  Uinled  Stalso  shaA 

; '  ta  angaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  shall  and 

may  be  lawfai  4o  divert,  during  the  contiauanee  of 

•  each  war,  any  unexpended  sum  of  this  appropriation, 
aocming  during  such  period,  ibr  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining suoh  war." 

^  It  was  detetmined  in  tiia  negative — yeas  18, 
•iwy  19,  ae  follows : 

Ybas*— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Con* 
dit,  Dagcett,  Dana,Oaillard,  Hardin,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Smith,  Thompe<m»  Tidte- 
nor,  Troup,  Vamum,  and  WllUams. 


Navs  Msswu.  Barboar,' Brown,  Fntmantin,  Oddi- 
boreugh,  Hansen,  Hoisej,.  King,  Laeoek,'  Mason  of 
New '  Henpshire,'  Morrow,  *  NoMe,  Roberts,  RugglM, 
Sanferd,  Tait|  Talbot,  T^lor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  ''Shall  the  ameodmeots  be 
engrossed,  aad  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ai 
amended?"  it  wait  determined  in  theaffirmaiive— 
yeas  22,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

Yjfcaa-  Meaifa.  BariMnr»  Brown;  FrooNntiiuGoyi- 
barongh,  Hanson,  Haidin»  Horoey,  Kingt  Liscsck, 
Maaon  of 'New  Hampshire,; -Maaon. of  Viiginia,;Mor- 
row^Noble,  Robctts,  R|«gles,  Sanfatdt  J9tekes,  Tsit, 
Talbot,  Tayk»r,  WeUa»:  aad  Wilson. 

Niiis  iMeaiw.  Aabama,  CampbeU,  Chaee,  Gendit, 
Daggatt,  Blaaa,  GaiUard,  Howell,  Hunter,:  Maesn, 
So^  Tbompsan,  Ticheaor.  Troup,  Vamav,.  sad 
Williams. 


Fbioilt,  Febcunry  88. 

'Th^twenty-twobillStlast  brought  tip  fbv concur- 
rence vrere  read,  and  severally  passed  to  ilie  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph J«  Green,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Kindall,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  *'Anaotfor  the  relief  of  John  de 
Oaatanado,"  was  read  the  seaond  tinae,  by  uaaa* 
imoua  consent^  and  referred  to  the  aamo  caoamit- 
tee,  to  consider -and  veporitliereoo. 

The  bill  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
uider  Holmes  aad  Benjamin  •Hough,'''  was  read 
tue-seeond  time,  by  unanimoas  eoaoeat,  and  re* 
feried  to  the  aame  committee,  to  consider  and 
-report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aq- 
totne  Bienvenue^  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  tbe  aame  oommitlee,  ny  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  met  for  tlw  relief  of  James 
Vjflere/'  was  tead  the  second  time,  by  unanimoos 
consent,  and  referred  to  tbe  same  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
dame Motttreuil,''  was  read  the  'seoood  time,  by 
unanimoos  consent,  and  referred  to  tbe  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa 
Wells,"  was  read  the  aecond  time  by  unanimous 
eonsent^and  raferfed  to  the  aame  eooaoMttee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Oliver,'?  was  read  the  second  time  by  uoao- 
imoas  consent,  and  referred  to  the  fame  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
H.  Boisgervaia,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
niMuimons  consent,  and  referred  to  the  aame 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  biU  ettiitled  «*Au  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
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Gaslird,"  was  read  cbe  aeeobd  ttme  bf  uttanimoaa   monef,  or  the  iMrtie  of  Treoitirf  ndtes,^  was  retd 


consent,  tod  referred  to  the  etime  eonnaittee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  <ptitled  ^Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Ja- 
monrille  de  VttHers,'*  was  read  the*  second  time 
bf  unanimoQs  eonseat,  and- referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  tbereon. 

The  bill  entitled  **Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Baekmaster,"' was  read  the  second  time  hj  onao- 
ifflOQs  consentj  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  actfortherelief  of  James 
Orr^'^was  read  the  second  time  by  ooanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
consider  add  report  thereon. 

The  bill  eotitted  ■'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
thelemy  Dtit^rger.'was  rea4  the  second  time bf 
nnsDimoos  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  etitttled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Csze  and  John  Richaad,*^  was  read  the  second 
time  by  tmftnimotts  consent^  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  bill  eotilled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pejr- 
ton  Short,"  was  read  the  second  lime  by  unani^ 
mous  eodsent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Caleb 
Nichoilsj^'was  resd  the  second  time  by  liaani- 
moas  consent;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  bill  entitled  ''Anact  for  the  reltef  of  Wil- 
liam Chism,"  wis  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  comiQii^ 
tee,  to  consider  and  renort  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  <(An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Williams,^  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent.,  atid  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  consiaer  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Wells,"  was  read  the  sectwd  time  by  nnanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to 
con.«ider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  apt  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  direetlne  the  disposition  of 
money  paid  Into  the  courts  ofthe  United  States,'' 
was  read  The  second  time  by  nnanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  consider  imd  rejfwrt  thereon. 

The  bill'  entitled  '^An  act  to  proride  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  de- 
posit of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels  with  the 
Consul  of  their  resppctire  nations,"  was  read  the 

second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  onf  ft  third  tlmei  and  passed. 
Commerce   and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  tbereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Lawrence  and  others,  merchants,  residing  in  the 
citv  of  Ne^ie  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
iny  acts  now  in  force  aii  authorises  a  loan  of 


the  wcond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
actio  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
last  mentioned  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereon. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  atithorizing  the  Sec- 
retary ofthe  Treasury  to  pav  to  the  State  of  €kor<* 
ffia  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax, 
for  the  year  1816)assumed  and  paid  by  that  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  respeoting  the  assess- 
ment and  eollectioB  of  the  direct  lax,"  was  road 
theMCoad  lioae,  and  referred  to  ibraaaae  comoMt- 
4ee«  to  ooosider  aad-  report  tbereon. 

The  bill  for  theielierof  isaaeBrigfs/<waeTead 
the  second  tisM. 

The  resolution  to  make  an  additioaal  allowaoee 
to  Robert  Tweedy  and  others^  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  ordered 4o  be emgrosaed' aad  i^d  a 
^third-time. 

The  bill  aathorising  thopayment  of  a  warn  of 
money  to  the  State  orOeoifla,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession  between  Ihe  United 
Slates  aad  that-  SiatC}  was  read  ihoaeet)od  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '*An  ^ct  to 
'establish  the  Jodicial  courts  ofthe  United  Stateis," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  ofiieprese&ta- 
tires  to  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  a  surreyor  for  the  lands  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the 
sale  of  certain  laadsrherein  described,"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Cummitcee  on  Public  Lands, 
to,  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  thn  coiuideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  pefiiion  of  William  B.  Stokes,  and 
the  further  consideration-  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Babbour,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  placing  Reuben  Thacker,  and  Wyatt 
Laotbcep,  on  the  pension  I  is  I,- respectively. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  ^Anact 
nakinff  approprratioiui  for  the  suoporc  of  Govern- 
meinlDr  Che  year  1817,"<bavtng  heea  reportedby 
the  commiltee-oorreetly  engrossed,  the  MU  was 
read  a  third*  tine  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Stateof  l^aMasee^to 
issue  granu  and  perfect  cities  on  eertain  entries 
and  Itxsatioiw  of  lands  therein  described,'  was  read 


INTERNAL  IMPROTCMENTS. 

The  amendments  CO  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
to  set  apart'  and  j>ledge,  as  a  permanent  fund  for 
internal  improTemenxs,  the  bonus  of  the  National 
Bank,  and  the  United  States'  share  of  its  diri- 
dends,"  having  been  reported  correctly  engrossed : 

Mr.  DAQoarr  submitted  the  following  motion: 

"  Baobidi  That  diisbilV  and  the aaendmealv there- 
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U,  b«  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Roede  end 
Oaneli^  witli  inetractions  to  provide  tlut  each  pert  of 
the  fand  therein  pledged  be  appoprialed  to  promote 
internal  improTementi  in  the  District  of  Colambie  as 
it  may  be  entitled  to  according  to  its  nnmben,  which 
•hall  be  determined  bj  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
free  penonsy  indading  thoie  bound  to  aerrice  fera 
term  of  jean,  and  excluding  Indiana  not  taxed,  three- 
fUlhs  of  all  other  penona,  and  the  appropriation  herel:^ 
made  to  be  under  the  control  of  Congreaa. 

It  was  determiued  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  22,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Meaan.  Ashmun,  Campbell,  Chace,  Dagget, 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Macon,  Smith,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Troup,  Vamum  and  Williams. 

Nats — Measn.  Baibour,  Brown,  Promentin,  Golde- 
borough,  Hanson,  Baidin,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
jLacook,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire,  Mason  of  Yirgfaria, 
Monow,  Noble,  Roberta^  Rugglea,  Sanibrd,  Stokee, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended ; 
and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended  V*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe 
—yeas  20,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

X  XAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Promentin,  Golda- 
borough,  Hanaon,  Hardin,  Honey,  King,  Laooek, 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Ruggles,  Banfoid,  Btokes,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Wells,  and  Wilaon. 

Nats— -Measrs.  Ashmiin,  Campbell,  Chace,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon,  Smith, 
Thompson,  Tichenor,  Troup,  Yarnum,  and  Williami. 

So  it  was  RetoLved^  That  this  bill  pass  with 
ameodments. 

The  title  was  amended  to  read— ^"'An  act  to  aet 
apart  and  pledge  certain  funds  for  internal  im- 
prorement." 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  iocorpo- 
rate  the  subscribers  to  Certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and  Mr.  Vakiium  was  re«* 
quested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatiTe — yeas  12,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

ysA»— Messrs.  Ashmun,  Condit^  Hunter,  King, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire,  Morow,  Smithy 
Tait,  Thompaon,  Tichenor,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
I^n^t^  Dana,  Promentin,  Gaillard,  Gbldaborough, 
Hanson,  Horsey,  Howell,  Mason  of  Yiifinii^  NoUe, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Saaford,  Stokea,  Taylor,  Tioup^ 
Yamum,  WeUs,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PRCswBirr 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
HouiBe  accordingly ;  and  the  amendmenls  hariag 
been  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  further  ameodedj 
on  the  question,  ^'  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  ana 
read  a  third  time  7'  it  was  determioed  in  the 
aflGirmatire. 

Satubday,  March  1.  . 

Mr.  HcNTBR,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manofaetarea,  ip  whom  was  referred 


the  bill,  entitled,  ''An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Isaac 
Lawrence  and  others,  merchants,  residing  in  the 
city  of  New  York,"  reported  it  without  amend* 
meat. 

Mr.  HoNTBR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  |>etition  of  William  0. 
Ridgely,  of  Geoigetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, made  report.    Whereupon, 

BeMved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooer 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  be  have  lean 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili* 
tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biil  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams^" 
reoorted  it  without  amend meuL 

Mr.  WtLLiAMB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Wells,"  also  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Cbace,  from  >the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Ao  aet 
directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into  tbe 
coons  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the  ser?ice 
of  their  masters;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr*  Tait, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postpooed 
until  the  4ih  day  of  Bdareb,  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  secure,  in 
certain  cases,  the  bounty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of 
deceased  soldiers,  and  no  amendment  hafint 
been  made  thereto,  the  Prbsiobmt  reported  it  to 
the  House;  and,  on  the  queatioo^ ''  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1"  it  was  d^ 
termined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Seniite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  accommodation  of  prisoners  of  war,* 
passed  July  6ih,  1812,*'  and  no  anaeodment  bar* 
ing  been  made  thereto,  the  Prbsidbht  reported 
it  10  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  m  third  readiog. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  an 
act  for  organizing  the  Qenerai  Staff,  and  makiof 
further  prorision  for  the  Army  of  the  UDlted 
Slates;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto^  the  Pbbbidbht  reported  it  to  the  Hoose 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  *'  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1"  it  wai 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  -act  to  provide  for  furnishiog 
the  house  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;'' 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  aettlers  on  landi 
of  the  United  States  ;''a  biil,  entitled  ''An  aet  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Summers  and  John  A\\^^  \ ' 
a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the 
location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  August,  1814,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to 
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certain  chiefs  aod  warriors  of  that  oatioo,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Abraham 
Oireoj^a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  filisha  Fisher  Sl  Co., 
aod  Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  Sl 
Son ;"  a  blll,,en titled  '*An  act  making  further  pro- 
Tision  for  repairing  the  poblic  building  and  im- 
proving the  public  square;"  a  bill,. entitled  ^'An 
act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  donation 
rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit  j'^  a  bill, 
entitled  *^An  act  respecting  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  in  tbe  northern  district  of  New 
York;'*  a  bilJ,  entitled  ^An  act  to  continue  in 
force  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports aad  tonnage;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
transferring  tlie  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Loans 


to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  iibolishinff 
tbe  office  of  Comqiissioner  of  Loans ;"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  jieace  establishment  of 
the  marine  corps;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  coocarreaee  of  the  Senate.  They  ha?e  also 
pawed  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court," 
with  an  amendment^  in  which  ihey  request  the 
coQcurraace  of  the  Senate.  Also,  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  land^for 
the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
aad  olive,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  aipend- 
loeats  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
biU  last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  pnblic  accounts."  and 
eoocurred  therein,  with  an  amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  reporto  of  da- 
eisions  of  the  Supreoae  Court,"  and  noncarred 
therein. 

The  twelve  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond readiQg. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  repairing  the  public  buildings  and  im- 
proving the  public  square"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  aoanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  oo  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  transferring' the  du- 
ties of  Coaamissioner  of  Loans  to  the  Bank  uf  the 
United  States,  and  abolishing  the  office  of  Corfi- 
missioner  of  Loans,"  was  read  the  iecond  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Coin- 
miitee  on  Finance^  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force 

tbe  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  sup* 

plementary  to  an.  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 

import*  and  tonnage,"  was  read  theaecoad  time  by 
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ananimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  northern  district 
of  New  York"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  &t  the  Peace 
Establishment  of  tbe  Marine  Corps"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  Entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
and  Thomas  CliSbrd,  Elisha  Fisiher  Sl  Co^  and 
Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  aod  Son," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  co^ider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  eotiiled  *  An  act  relatinjs  to  settlers  on 
land»  of  the  United  Slates,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Commitieeon  the  Public  Landa,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Summers  and  John  Allen"  was  read  the 
second  lime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  last-roeutiooeU  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  location  of  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  X814,  between 
tbe  United  States  and  ,the  Creek  nation,  to  cer- 
tain chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and  for 
ottier  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit** 
tee,  to  consider  and  report  (hereon. 

The  bill  entitled  *An  act  forthe  relief  of  the  wid- 
ow and  children  of  Abraham  Owen"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent^  and  referred  to 
the  Commiuee  on  Military  Affair«t;  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowing  further  time 
for  entering  donation  rights  to  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  fur- 
nishinff  tbe  house  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
conse.nt,  and  considered,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  PacaiOBNT  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading.    . 

The  resolution  to  make  an  additional  allow- 
ance to  Robert  Tweedy  and  others  was  Tend  a 
third  lime,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

ReBolvedt  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  this  Hou^e  to  Robert  Tweedy,  To- 
bias Simpson,  and  Qeorge  Hicks,  the  ftum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each  for  extra  services* 

.  The  bill  to. incorporate  the  subscribers  to  cer- 
tain banks  in  the  uistrict  of  Columbia,  having 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time. 

Bttolped,  That  thia  bill  pasa,  find  that  the  title 
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thereof  be,  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sobseriben 
to  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbiaj  and 
to  prevent  the  circnlatipn  of  the  notes  of  unin* 
corporated  associations  within  the  said  District." 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Ijaods,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 
surveyor  for  the  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
therein  described,"  made  report  thereon,  which 
was  read  and  considered.    WhereupoUi 

jRcBolvedj  That  the  Senate  concur  in  some  and 
dtsacree  to  othe^  of  the  said  amendments. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsiderfition  of'the  bill  providing  an 
additional  compensation  to  the  circuit  judge  of 
tbesizth  circuit  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbs- 
ISBHT'  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time; 

The  PRBSIDSNT  coihmunica ted  to- the  Senate 
tlie  following  letter  from  the  President  elect  of 
the  United  States:. 

,  Cm  of  WAsaxiroTotf ,  Jdarch  1, 1817. 

Sia:  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  inform  the  hon- 
omble  Senate  of  the  United  Stttes,  that  I  propose  to 
take  the  oath  which  the  Constitution  prescribes  to  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  Sutes,  before  he  enters  on  the 
iBzecution  of  bts  office^  on  Tuesdsy  the  4lh  insUnt,  at 
12  o'clock,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Kepie- 
sentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dee. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Hon.  Joair  Gii^LAaa, 

Ftaident  of  the  Senate, 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour, 

Betolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  reception  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stmtes, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  inauguration. 

Order^j  That  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Qolobbo* 
ROiMB,  and  Mr.  Troup,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  TiCBBNOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  William  Oliver,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  TiCHENOR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  fur 
the  relief  of  George  Buckmaster,"  also  reported 
it  without  amendment.      * 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi'> 
nance,  to  whom  was  Teferred  the  bill  entitled 
'*An  act  making  additional  appropriations  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  during 
the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain/'  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  WtLUAMs,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tarv  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti^ 
tied  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Abraham  Owen,"  reported  it  without 
Bmendment.  -        • 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  ^X  for 
the  relief  of  Caleb  NichoUs,"  also  reported  it 
without  amendment. 


The  .Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  coU 
lection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1813,  aad  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
Prbbioeiit  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly, 
and  it  was  oidered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represcntatifes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  concurred 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  amend  the  act  Authorizing  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  ordestroyed 
ny  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  pwpoaes,'  passed 
the  9th  of  Aprti,  18l6/''witli^aD  aaMndment,  in 
whicb  they  request  the  •eoncarrtoct  of  the  Sea* 
ate. 

The  Senutt  proceeded  to  consider  thto  amend- 
inent  of  the  tioose  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendoieBU  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned, and  concurred  thereiD.' 

The  Senate- rcauoMd,  as  in. C^OMnittoe  of  the 
WhoU,thoconsideration:of  thebtllio  extend  the 
charters'  of  certain ;  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  other-purposeaf  and  oo. motion  by 
Mr.  QoLnsBOROOOB,  the  farther  coasidesation 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  4th  day  of  March 
next. 

On  aiotion  by  Mr.  Moaaowi 

Remdpedj  That  th^  Committee  oa  Public 
Laads  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  for  continoing 
in  force  an  act  establishtag  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  which  will  expire  on  the  4th 
instant.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  said  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  **Ao  aet 
for  establishing  trading  houses  with  tbelpdian 
tribes;"  andthe-btllwas  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  cu^nsidered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  PaasiiumT  re- 
ported it  to  the  House ;  and  on  the  question, 
^  Shall  ihitf  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  IE"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  appointed 
onthe  subject,  made  report.    Wbereapoo, 

Eesoltiedf  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
inforid  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the 
President  elect  of  the  United  Statea  wvill,  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  12  o^clook,  take  the  oath  o( 
office  required  by  the  Constitution,  in  ihe  Cham- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  aad  that  he 
also  inform  the  President  elect  that  the  Senate 
win  be  in  session  at  that  time. 

Mr.  KiNA,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriation  for  carrying 
into  effect  certain  Indian  treatiea;  aod  the  bifi 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  -raadiog. 

Mr.  KiKo,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  respecting 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax," 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  amendincnu  having  beta  agreed  to,  the 
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Presidkiit  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac* 
cordfofly;  abd  the  amendtnenis  harins  been  eon* 
CDrred  io,  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  eDg#os8ed«  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  aar  amended  I"  it  Ms  deter miaetl  ia  the 
affirmatire. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  Committee  on 'Fioanee,  to 
whom  ivaa  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
provide  for*  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt," 
reported  it  with-  amendments,  whibh  were  read, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  having  been  agreed  to,  the  PRBmnaicT  re* 
potted  the  bill  to  the  Hbose  accord inglyj  and- the 
amendments  hariog  been  eonearred  in,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  he-engrossed, 
and  tbe  bill  be  read  a  third  timr'aranieifded  T' 
it  was  determined  in  the  afllrniattre. 

Mr.  Daw^,  froK9  the  comffiiitee>towbom  was 
referre<f  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  te  weigfits  and 
measures,  r»orted  the  foUowingresolotion: 

ISta§hed^  Thatlt  be  reiillTed  totbe  Seeratiity  of 
8tste,  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  Senate  a  -slatement 
rstative  to  tlss  regolatloa  and  stan^d  Ibf  weight*  and 
aeasnias  iii  the  several  States,  sM.  relative  to  pio- 
oeedings  is  foreign  eovntries'  for  establiebing  nakit^ 
mifcy  in  weights  and  measures,  tegelker  with  soeli 
proposin'oBs  relativs  thereto  as  maj  be  pasfgar  to  be 
edited  intlie  United  SUtes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a#ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autboriiing 
the  payment  v(  a  sum  of  money  to  the  State;  of 
Qeorgia,  under  the  art  idea  of  agreement  and  ces-^ 
sion  between  the  Onited  Statee  ami  thai  State; 
and  no  aaiendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  PRBSIDBNT  reported  it  to  the  Houee,  and  the 
bill' wma  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
tinte. 

Mr.'  Tait,  from  tile  Comoiiittee  on  Naval  Af> 
fairs,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  fix  tbe  Peace  Establishment  of  the  marine^ 
corps,"  reported  it  wiihoat' amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  blil  to  alter  the 
time  for  tbe  next. meeting  of  Congress;  and,  no 
ameodmeot  haring  been  made  thereto^  the  Pnaa* 
iDENT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Snail  thi»  bill  be  eogroascd,  and  read  a 
third  time-^  it  waa  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CAMP9BLL,  from  the  Comeatttee  on  Pr^ 
nance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  anthorizing  the  Seeretarf  of  tho  Treas- 
nry  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Qeorgia  fil'keen  per  cent, 
upon  the  qiiois  of  direct  tax  for  the  year  1816, 
assumed  and  paid  by  that  State,''  reported  it  with* 
out  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMPBBLI4,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill}  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeat  sO  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force  as  au- 
thorizes a  loan  < of  money,  or  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cabcpbeli*,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aetsup- 
plementary  to  'An  aet  to  regulate  duties  on  in* 
ports  ai»d  tonnage)"  alao  reported  it  without 
amaodniMit. 


The  Senate  resumed;  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerninff  the  compensation  of  tbe  district 
attorney  for  the  district  of  Massachusetts;"  and, 
on  motion  bv  Mr.  DAooeTT,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  the  fourth  of 
March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Au 
net  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1^17;'' 
and,  the  bill  haWng  been  amended,  the  Pbibi* 
i>aitT  reported'  irto  tbe  House  accordingly;  and 
the'atnfeiiditaeBt  having  been  concurred  in^  on  the 
queetion.  **  Shall  the  amendment  be  engroaaed, 
and  the  oitl  be  read  a  third'  timto  as  atnended?** 
It  was  detettnltted  in  thetiffirmaftve; 

NEUTRAL  RELATIONS; 

The^Seoote  resumed,  as  in^Committec  of  the 
Wiiole,  theconsiderattoa^f  the  hill,  entitled^An 
aot-more  efiectoattyto  preserve  thenentral  rela- 
tions of  .the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  th» Committee 
on  Foreign' Remttomi- 

On  motion' by  Mr.  SittTB  that  the  further  eon- 
siderolion  thereof  be  poatpeoed  iifttil  the  4th  of 
Mareiiriastant,it  was  determined  id  thenega* 
tive^y^srS,  nays  38,  as  foUows : 

TBAe**-MeiSie.  Ghaee,  Dana,  Fromentin«  Oafllard, 
Ifebie,  Smith,  WiHiaBM,  and  Wilscm. 

Nats^-M essrs.  AshttMiB*  Barbour,  Oampbtil,  Con* 
dit,  Ihiggstt,  Goldsboroagh^  HardiOt  Hofsey,  HowaU, 
Hsnter,  Ktng^  Laeoek,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rugglesi 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Tait,  Talbot»  TayUn 'Th^mpeon, 
Tishenor,  Troup,  Varnnm,  and  Wells* 

On  the  question  to  Bgree  to  the  following 
feUQtndment,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  For* 
eign  Relatiqas : 

«<Sse.  2.  And  be  it  finrfhef  enacted,  That  the 
owners  of  all  anaed  ships  sailing  out  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  sad  owned  wlioUy  or  in  part  hf 
dtiiens  tiiereof,  shaU  enter  into  bond  to  the  Unitsd 
States,  with  ^iuficient  sureties,  prior  to  clearing  out 
thp-saae,  in  double  ihe  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo  on  boaMi,  induding  her  armamenty 
that  the  said  ship  or  Tessel  shall  net  be  emfdoyed  by 
such  owners  in  cruising  or  committing  hofitititiss,  or 
in  aiding  or  co-operating  in  any  warlike  measure 
against  the  subjects^  citiaens^  or  proper^,  of  any 
Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people, 
with  whom  the  United  Sta-tes  are  at  peaces- 
It  waa  determined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  17, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 

TxASh-Messts.  Barbonr,  Daggett,  Hardtn,  Hoisey. 
King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Bu£rd,  SMces,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tidiaaor, 
Troup,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messre.  Csmpbell,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Dana, 
Fiomentin,  OaiUaid,  HoweU,  Noble,  Rugglea^  Smith, 
Vamam,  WiHiama,  and  Wilaon. 

Theamendments  having  been  agreed  to,  with, 
e  further  ameinliileDt,  the  PBCsiDBftT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  aceordinglv,  and  the  aoieBd- 
ments  ImviBg^bcen  coBevrred  tB,0Bihe  quoitieB 
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**  Shall  the  amendinents  be  engrossed  and  the  bill 
be  read' a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmatire. 


Monday,  March  3, 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*Ao  act  transferring  the  duties  of  Commissioner 
of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
abolishing  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans," 
reported  it  without  amehdinent$  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
hating  been  amended,  the  Prbsidbnt  reported,  it 
to  the  HoUse  aecordiagiy ;  and  the  amendments 
baying  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended!"  ii  was  determined  in 
the  affirmaiire. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
ft  third  time  as  amended,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed  with  amendments. 

Mr.  HtniTBR,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maiiofactores,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  **Ab  act  for  the  relief.of  Thomas 
and  John  Clifford,  Elisba  Fisher  and  Company, 
and  Thomas  .Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and 
Son,"  reported  it  without  amendmenf;  and  the 
bill  was.  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  Pbebidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House; 
and  on  the  question,  *'  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a 
thitd  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  iiegatire. 
So  th«  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  HoNTBR,  from  the  same  com  mittee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  deposite  of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels 
With  the  Consuls  of  their  respective  nations,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  6f  the  Whule,  and. 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbebidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading;  and 
it  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  pBMed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacook, 

Retdted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  Senate, 
at  the  Bext  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the 
application  of  the  means  provided  by  law,  or  such 
ab  are  in  the  power  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  roads  or  making  canals,  and  such  other 
information  as  he  may  consider  material  in  rela- 
tion to  the  objecu  aforesaid. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from'  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill,  eoti(l«'d 
''An  act  to  continue  in  force  an. act,  entitled  *Aq 
act  relating  to  settlers  on  the  taads  of  ^e  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment.  - 

Mr.  Morrow,-  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  iBumniers  and  John  Allen," 
alao  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cbaob,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jodl- 
tiftffyi  to  whoBH  waa  referred  the  bill^  entitled  **Aa 


act  respecting  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  northern  district  of  New  York," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  leferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jumonvillede  Yilliets,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  wasreferred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jamea  Viliere,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  RoBERTB,  from-  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Asa  Wells,"  reported  it  wiiboot 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Antoine  Bienvenue,"  reported  it 
without  amendment* 

Mr.  RoBERTB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wl\om  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Barihelemy  Du verger,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whoni  was  referred  the  btll^  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  J^mes  H.  Bois^rvais,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief'  of  J^mes  Orr,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eniitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Green,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

'Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jame  Case  and  John  Richaod,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entifled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  same  cooimittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **Ao  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peler  Caslard,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts^  from  the  same  comaiittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peyton  Short,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  RpBEBTS,  from  the  saine  committee,  to 
whom  wasreferred  the  bill,>n(iiled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Benjamin 
Hough,"  also  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ttie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,«ntitled  "An 
act  making  additional,  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expeoiies  of  the  army  and  militia  dti^riog  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,"  together  wiib  the 
amendmenu  reported  'thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  and,  the  amendmenu  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  Pbebidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and,  theamendments  having 
been  cuncurjred  in,  on  .the  question,  '*  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
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third  time  as  amvnded?"  it  was  determioed  in 
the  afiBrmative.  And  ibe  said  amendmentt  hav- 
ing been  reported  bjf  tbe  committee  correctl]r  en* 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
7  ananimous  consent,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  HowBLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Peasioos, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  inralid  pensioners,"  reported  it 
with  ameodmeotft,  which  were  read,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  having 
been  afrrerd  to,  the  PRcaiDENT  reported  tbe  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amendments 
having  been  cdocnrred  in,  on  the  question,  ^  Shall 
tbe  aroendmente  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  b6  read 
a  third  tioie  as  amended?"  it  was  deie'rmined  in 
tbe  affirmative.  The  said  amendments  having 
been  reported  bf  the  committee  correctly  en^ 
grossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, bjr  uiMnimoua  consent,  and  passed  with 
ameodmeots. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  froin  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  wbom  were  referred  the  cases  of  Alex* 
ander  Patterson^  Jededfah  Smith,  Joel  Cook,  Pe- 
ter Mills.  James  Oorham,  James  Qreen,  the  chil- 
dren of  Captain  Logan,  (an  Indian,)  Nicholas 
Boome,  George  Rowles,  Randolph  Ciarkson, 
Haonah'  Ailed,  and  Daniel  Simonds,  made- report. 
Whereupon, 

Bemdwdf  That  tbe  aforesaid  applicanu  have 
leave  lo  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbtb, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  following  memorials  and 
petitions,  to  wit:  The  memorials  of  William  Pat- 
terson, and  others,  of  Baltimore;  the  petition  of 
Jonas  Cutting;  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jarvis,  and 
others;  the  petition  of  Bdward  Vanhoro;  the  pe- 
titioo'of  P^  dt  B.  Jourdan ;  and  the  petitioji  of  the 
widow  Des  Londi ;  b«  discharged  from  the  fur-* 
ther  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commtttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eiltitled  **An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  marking  and  cot- 
ting  out  a  road  therein  described  j"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  PaarnDBRT 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Seoate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  pf  the  bill  making  ap* 
propriaiioD  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
tredties,  aod  the  bill  having  been  amended,  tbe 
Pbesiobnt  reported  it  to  the  House  Accordingly  $ 
and  amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  titfne. 

The  bill  having  been  repotted  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  lime  by, 
Unanimous  consent.  . 

Besolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  th»t  the  title 
thereof  be,  ''An  act«making  appropriation  for  car- 
rying into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Maboh,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Districi  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  entitled  '^Au^  act  making  further 


provision  for  repairing  the  public  buildings,  and 
imprbving  the  public  square."  reported  it  with- 
out amendment^  and  the  bill  was  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  been 
amended,  Che  Pbbbidbnt  reported  it  to  theilouse 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question  *'  Shall  the  amend- 
ment be  engrossed,  and-  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, entitled  **An 
aot  making  provision  for  the  location  of  the  lands 
reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
ninth  of  August,  1814,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Creek  nationv  to  certain  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  that  nation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it- 
ported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbbbidbnt  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question. 
'*  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1"  it  wasde- 
terhined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
tbe  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  wan 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, aod  passed.  .   > 

The  Setiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  making  proviaioo  for  the  support  of  tbe  Mili- 
tary BstabTishment  for  the  rear  1817,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Pbbbidbnt  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendment 
having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question.  *^  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  bf 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was. 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  thd  consideration,  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  l»t  instant,  by  Mr.  DanAi 
from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  weights  and  measurasi 
and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  H^presentt- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  the  duiies 
therein  mentioned ;"  a  biUj  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indians;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States^  and  their  electing  delegates  to 
Congress;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Bomside;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorising the  SecKtary  of  the  Treastf ry  to  cause 
repayment  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties;'' 
a  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  net 
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fyx  the-relief  of  persoosjimpiiioiied.for.dabu  due 
Ike  Uoiied  StAtesj"  tiao,  a  bill,  entitled  "An;act 
£[>ri)ie  relief  of  the  widows  end  orphan^  .of  the 
.officen,  leamea,  aod  matiaes,  wbo  wete  lost  in 
:tke  j(7ai(ed  Elates  brig  Bpervier  ^'  io  .^bich  bilii 
ibeyiTQQiieet  the  QonoiirEeaee  of  tbe  Senate. 

Tbe  9e?eii  bills  ia^rbroiight  up  for  coocurienee 
^were  lead,  and  severally  payved  to  the  second 
laadiog. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  ^^An  act  antborizing  tiM-Sec- 

^fetar^r  of  the  Treasnty  to  remit  tbe  daties  therein 

:0ieiitipned,"  was  read  the>8e6oad  time  by.unaoi- 

B1QU8  coaaent,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commiltce  on 

Finance,  to  consider  and  report  .tberepo. 

Jtf r.  CA]froKi«L,  from  tbe  canunUtee,  reported 
.Aid  bill  withQQt  jkmeadment. 

The  bill  entitted  '^An  ftot  to  regulate  ihe  Terti- 
lories  of  the  United  atatesj-^nd  meir  electing  de- 
IcgAles  to  Coagreff,*^Wias  .«Mui  the  eecond  time 
l)y  janamimons  conaeati  an.d:Conaidered«8  in  Gam- 
mittee  of  the  Whel^r*l^*or<l«i«<i  to.aithird  read« 
ingj  And  it-jwaa  lendA.ihird  time  .by.naniiimona 
08OD9CBit|  and  pasoed* 

Theibillientttkd  ^^AiiMtierthe  relief  of  BAbert 
•Bttniiide,"iWfts 'read  the  aecoad  time/byunhiii-* 
naosifiOBfentyAAd  .referred  lo  thcxaQiomiitea.esi 
iKinanee^ locenetderiaod repert  ihereon. 

Mr.  CAMriSLLi  £rom  the  committee,  leperKd 
aaid  bill  without  amewlmaAt. 

VS^ha  bill  entitled  ''An  netinniihoriziiig  ihe  Bee- 

^ialary.ofihe;Tfea0iiry  io«anse  repayment  to :  be 

jMde«f  leerftain  alien  iatttks,''  .wasrread  .the  jeeMid 

time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referiad  to^he 

CooMBiiUee  on  Foreign  JMations,  to  xenaider 

iMd  KtMrt  theieon. 

Mr.  BAiitBOfitn,  /rem  tht  (Qommittee,}tepori«d 
tflftid  bill  wiUie»t  anMndmeot. 

The  billientilkd  '^anct.sopphNBeaitary  to  *Aa 
Act  for  the  relief  of  persons  limprisoaedfor  debta 
j^iiethe  UnitediSiates,"  was.  read  the  second  time 
rby  uaanimoas  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
rvittee  on  Finance,  to  censider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  CUMPBaLL,  from  the  committee,  reported 
imi  bill  without  amendment.     • 

The bitlentttled  '^An ect for  the fclief  of  the 
■jwidews.and  orphans.of  the  officers, seamen, and 
marines,  who  were  lost  in  the  United -6  tates'  br^ 
iEipertier,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
/censfnt,iand:  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,. aod  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  PaBsionNT  reported  it  to  tbe  House; 
•.and  it  was  ordered  tojt  third  reading;  and  it  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  ;C0B8ent,  and 
passed. 

The  billfntitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  "eer- 
Hun  Creek  Indians,^'  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  cgoqent,  and  r^erred  to  the  Commit^ 
.toe  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  aod  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  WiU'iAiim,  from  the  committee,  reported 
aaid  bill  without.amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  rmiuned,ft8  in  Committee  ef  the 

Whole,  the  coneiderntioa  of  the  bill,enlitled  ''An 

^act  respecting  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain 

officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States."  and 

.mtdDdotion  by  Mr.  WiLLiaiia,  the  further  consid- 


eration thereof  wms  postponed  until  the  4th  day  ef 
March,  insmnt. 

The*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,tfaecQnsideiationof  the  bill  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  ef  a  tmct  of  land 
in  the  reservation  of  the  Lower  Rapids  of  San- 
dusky, and  .no  amendmen  t  having  -  been  made 
thereto,  tiw  PABafosiiT  reported  it  to  the  House; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  beiengrossedand  read  a 
third  -  taaae. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the.considemioniOf  the  bill  to  establish 
iKttt  reapda,4ind  the  hill  .having  been  ameaded,  the 
riMsiimiiT  reported  it  to  the-Uonseeecerdinffly ; 
and  the  amendmenu  bavtiig  been  concurred  in, 
on  thequestion,  *"  Shail  this  bill  beengrossed  and 
read. a  third  ttmeT'  it  was  determined  in  the 
Affirmative;  and  the  bill  having  been  reported 
by  the  eoounitteecerreclly  engroased,  it  was  read 
a  third  time  by  ooaniDioiisconsent,Aad  passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  amend  an  act  for  organising  the 
Oeoeml^kafi;  aadmaking  farther  provision  for 
Armyof  the  United  Smtes,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  resolvkion  toAu^evim  the  pay  to  the  as- 
sistantaof  the;Sergeant«At-rAims  and  Doorkeeper 
oftfaeSenate^isasreadAthicdtiBae,  and  pasaed-as 
>jE6Uows: 

Retolved,  That  Kobett  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, And  Qeorge  Hicks,:  assbtants  lo  UM'Seffgcant- 
at-Arms.and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid, 
out  of^the  contingeocrand,  cwo  dollaie  a  day,  for 
each  dny  they  amy  have  Attended  'the  Senate 
during  the  present  session- of  Congress;  and  tbtt 
Charles  Tims  be  nllAwed^  one  hundred  dollars  for 
btsAtteBdaoccduring  the  present  sessioii. 

The  bill  to  conttnoe  Enforce  .an  aet,^eotitlsd 
'^An  -aict  further  to  provide  for  the  eolleciiefl  ^^ 
daties  on  imports  nod. tonnage,  passed  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1815,  andfor  othertpnrposes,*' was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  a«thoriBing  the  paYment  of  a  sum  of 
monev  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  tbe  aru- 
elesot^reement  and  cession  between  the  Untied 
BcAtes  And  that:State,twas  read  a  third  time,  aod 


The  bill  |frotidiog  an  additional  eompcBsation 
to  the  circmt  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  coart  ot 
the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  aod  the 
blank  ffiied  with  "  1,800." 

Be9Qlv0d,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbe  cille 
thereof  be,  '^An  act  providing  an  additional  coffi- 
pensation  lo  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  eireoit 
of  the  United  Slates." 

The  hill  to  secure,  in  certain  cases,  the  boon^ 
in  lend  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,  was  read 
a  third  time,  aod  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Camfbbll,  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof* 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  enact,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the 
Indian  trit)es,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re|iealiog  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  safe  keepmg  and  accom- 
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modaiioa  of  pmonm  of  war/  pimtd  Julf  6th, 
1812,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  hill,  entitled  ''Ao  act  to  provide  for  far- 
Bishioff  the  hovse  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States/' -was  reada  third  time, and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bilL  entitled  *^ An  act 
making,  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  united  Scates  for  the  year  1817." 
ha?ing  been  reported  by  the  oooMaiuee  eorrectiv 
engrossed,  Ihe  bill  was-  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

Tht  aoftendment  to  ihe  bill,  entitled  ^Anact 
more  effeecually  to  preserre  the  aentral  relations 
of  the  United  mates,"  haTing  been  reported  by  the 
commiilee  eorrectiy  engrossed,  the  bill  waa  read 
a  third  time  as  amended.  .    . 

On  the  question— ''Shall  this  hill  pass  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  afirnati re— 
yess  23;  najFs  10,. as  follows: 

YiAs  Ifessri.  Ashman,  Bsrixmr,  Campbell,  Dsg- 
gett,  Goldri^oroagli,  Hanson,  Hsidin,  Howell,  Hnnter, 
King,  Leeock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Robeiis,  Rngglesy 
fisalbrdv  Bcohss,  Tsit,  Talbot,  Taylor,<TidMnar»Tnrap, 
sad  Wells. 

NATe— Messrs.  Brown,  Chaos,  Dana,  FromoDtin, 
GuUaid,  MMon  of  Now  Hampdibe,  Noble,  Sniitb, 


So  it  was  Besohed^  That  this  bill  pass  with 
an  amendment.  ^ 

The  amendmenti  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  (he  assessment  and  colleetioa  of  the 
direct  tax,"  having  been  reported  by  the  «om- 
mitiee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amemlmettts  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctlv 
sngrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tiie  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  military  servlees  during  the 
hite  war,  and  for  other  purposes,^'  together  with 
the  aoaeodmeot  reportea  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Anairs,  and  the  amendment  hav* 
iDg  been  agreed  to,  with  an  additional  amend- 
ment the  FnasiDBifT  reported  the  biH  to  the 
Hoase  accordingly;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  en  the  question,  *'Sball'the 
ameadmeuts  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as.  amended?''  it -was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,' it 
was  read  a  third  time  by  nnanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideEation  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
discontinnanoe  of  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  certain  cases;  and  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
ith  day  of  March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the.  bill  compensa- 
ting Peter  Bagner,  and  no  amendment  having 


been  made  thetato,  the  Prbmbbht  reporCed.it  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tim^.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent,,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  transfer  of  unclaimed  pensions, 
and  limiting  the  payment  at  the  Treasurvanlf ;'' 
and  on  mottoto,  by  Mr.^ Wilson,  the furthernon- 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  4th 
day  of  March  insunt. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ?An 
act  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  granting 
baunties,  in  land  and  extra  pay,  to  certain  Cana- 
dian volunteers,'  passed.  6th  March,  1816,"  andrno 
aaneadment  having  been^aMMle  thereto,  the  Pasai- 
jB^nr  reported  it  to  the  House;  and  it  waserdened 
to  a  tiuBd  reading,. and  it  was  read  a. third  tkae^ 
by  unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

The  SeoafC' resumed,  as  in  Comaaiitee  afthe 
Whole,,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^a 
act  to  lamhorize  the  eiceasion  of  the  Calnmbia 
Turnpike  Road,i within  the  EMstriet  of  Cekunbia," 
and  ao:ameaidment  having  been  made  thsnco, 
the  PnaaiDairr  reported  it  to  the  Houoey^iid  it 
was  ordered  to^a  third  reading,  ^and  it  mu  read  a 
third  itme^  by  unantaMUs  eonsentyandcpaased.^ 
'  TheSenaie'resomed,  as  in  Commrtteeof  the 
Whole,  the  consideration^  of  the  bill,  antitkd 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  oflkers,"  andno 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the:Bna- 
insNT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was^iar- 
dered  tea  third  reading ;  and  was  read  !a  .third 
time  by  aaanimoas  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commttteeoif/the 
Whole,  the  eoasideration  of  the  bill  for  the  ve- 
lief  of  the  hetrs  of  William  B.  Carter,  andno 
?«meadmant  having  been  made  thereto, 4hePms- 
iDBNT  retried  it  to  the  House,  aad  it  was  .orn 
dered  to  be  eiigrossed,  and  read  a  tjtdtd  time.  It 
was  read  a'  (bird  time  by  unanimous  ooaseQt,itfnd 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  df  the 
Whole,  the  eoasideration  of  the  resolution  re* 
speetiag  the  contracts  for  the  printing  for  Can* 
gress,  and  no  amendment  having  Men  made 
thereto,  the  PnaaiocNT  reported  it  to  the  House. 
•On  the  question,  ^^  Shall  tliis  resolution  be  eur 
grossed^  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  resolution  was 
read  a  *  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conratitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoasideration  of  the  ^11,  entitled 
^^An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  ea  titled  ^An 
act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  and .  no  amendment 
hiving  been  made  thereto,  the  PaBafOBiir  re» 
ported  It  to  the  Hopse,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coiomtttee  of  the 
Whole^  the  cDnsideratiod  pf  the  bill  to  «meiid 
an  act  entitled  <^Aji  act  to  establish  the  judioial 
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courts  of  the  United  States,"  and,  oo  motioOf  by 
Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire^  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
fourth  day  of  March  instant. 

The  Senate  resunDed,as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  I^^aac  Briggs,  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  Prbsidbht  reported  it  to 
<he  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time.  'It  was  read  a  third  lime 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and 
others,  merchants,  residing  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  and  lio  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  ihe  PaESioaxfT  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
read  a  third  time;  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  acl  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams,"  and 
DO  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbbsiobmt  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimoos  conscnt^and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Chism,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  ihe  Prbs- 
I9B1IT  reported  it  to  the  Hoilse,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent^  and  passed* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  jn  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Wells,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  tbe  Prbbidbiit  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  ques- 
tion; "Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
was  deternained  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the.House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizins  the  payment 
of  a  aum  of  money  to  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  un- 
der the  articles  of  ajg^reement  and  cession  between 
the  United  States  and  that  State;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
rotds;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  erecting  a 
light-house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole 
liarbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 
nam  of  money  to  Teakle  Savage,  and  others;" 
apd  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nnthaniei  Seavey, 
and  others;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  seven  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Lee,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
I 


Mr.  Campbbll.  from  the  committee,  reported 
said  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  respecting  tbe  com- 
pensation of  the  collectors  therein  mentioned,'' 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Campbbli«,  from  the  committee,  reported 
fiaid  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
nient  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, under  the  articles  of  agreement  ani^essioa 
between  the  United  States  and  that  State,"  wai 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,"  was  read  tbe  second  time  bf 
unanimous  consent; and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Eoads,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  erection  a  light- 
house on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole  har- 
bor, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,^'  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle  Savage,  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nathaniel  Seavey, 
and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled '*Ad 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into  the 
courts  ol*  the  United  States,"  and  oo  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  PaBsioBiiT  re- 
ported it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  tiaae  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  as  in  Comiaiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  donation 
righu  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit,"  «od  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pasa- 
inBMT  reported  it  to  the.  House,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.  It  was  r«ad  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Oliver,''  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  thePaBS* 
^UEHT  reported  it  to  the  Huuse,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading ;  and  waa  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 


Evening  iSesrton— 5  o'clock. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeoutives 
informed  tue  Senate  that  they  have  disagreed  to 
the  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eoti- 
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tied  **Ad  ftcc  to  proflde  for  the  redemption  of  the 
poblie  debt."  Tbey  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris ;" 
in  which  bill  the f  request  the  cooeurrence  of  the 
Senate.  -       * 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  by  ananimoaa  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having 
been  amended,  the  Pbesidemt  reported  -it  to  the 
HoQse  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  oq  the  question,  ^*  Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time-  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  22,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

TiAS — ^MesRB..  Ashmnn,  Barbour,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, ChtGo,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Qaii- 
laid,  Hkrdin,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Laoock, 
MaeoD,  Morrow,  Noble,  Roberts,  Raggles,  8anford, 
Bmith,  StokMi,  Tait,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Troap,  Vamam,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Mats^Momis.  Hanson,  Mason,  of  Yirginia,  and 
Taylor. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correetly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend* 
ments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  provide  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  receded 
therefrom. 

Mr»  Roberts,  from  the  Commi|tee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  Entitled  '*  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil,"  reported  it 
without  aaiendment,  aods  the  bill  was  considered 
u  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  readiog.  It  was  read  a  third  tim6,  by 
anaDimoua  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whona  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  de  Castanado,"  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  the  bfll  was  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan^ 
imous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RoBgRTs,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Kindall,"  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WxLBOiv,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,ancl  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
concurred  ioi  on  the  question,  *^  Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  «Bgro6sed,  and  the  bill  be  read  k  third 
time  as  ameoded  Y*  it  'Was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  by  unanimoas4Son- 
sent,  and  paaaed. 


Mr.  HONTIR,  fcom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Maoufaetnres,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  for  erecting  a  light* 
house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole  harbor,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,''  reported  it  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  wasoonsideredasinCom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. It  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Wells,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  third 
readiog  of  the  bill  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Rob- 
BKT8,  as  being  against  the  rule.  And,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Williams,  it  was  agreed  to  suspend  the 
twelfth  rule  for  conducting  bu:finess  in  the  Sen- 
ate, to  the  end  of  the  pr^eot  sessioii^  And  ihe 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Seni(te  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Bqckraaster;^'  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pacs- 
iDRiiT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Abraham  Ow^,"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbbsident  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question  *<  Shall  the  amend- 
ment be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  rn  the 
affirmative. 

.The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by 
the  Committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  sfioended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Caleb  Nicholls;''  and  no 
amendment  having  beeii  made  thereto,  the  Pkbbi- 
DBRT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered 
ton  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  <'An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  the  State  of  Georgia  nfteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  quota  of  direct  tax  for  the  year  1816,  assumed 
and  paid  by  that  State,"  and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbsiobnt  reported 
it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.    It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pas.ied. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  to  fix  the  peace  establishment  of  the 
marine  corps,"  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  the  Prbsiobrt  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.    , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 

I  act  to  repeal  sojmuch  of  any  acts  now  in  force  as 
aiiihdrizes  a  loan  of  money  or  an  issue  of  Trees- 
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ury  notes,"  «nd  nQ  amendn/eat  haTtogbeen  laade 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  iHouse, 
and  it  wa9  ordered  that  it  pass  to  a  ihtrd  rfiadiag. 
It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Con^mittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^^Ao 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  rag ulate.the  doties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,",  aod  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbbident  re* 
ported  it  to  the  Hoose,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
.act  to'continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *Ao  act 
relating  to  settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States," 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  Prb9ID«mt  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a 
third  time»  alid  paased. 

VETO  MESaAGE. 

A:  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
.  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have.pasaed 
a  -bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum* 
bia^  and  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  nones  of 
^ttnincorpoiated  associations  within  the  said  Dts* 
trict,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
,  the  concurrence  of  th<e  Senate*  Tiiey  ha?a  also 
pasted  a  bill,  entitled  ^An>act  £or  the  .velter  of 
Anthony  Buck,"  in  which  they  request  the. con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  .bill  which  had 
passed  both  Houaes  of  Congress  at  the  present 
session,  entitled  "Ad  act  to.  «et  apart  and  pledge 
certain  funds  for  internal  improvements.^'  «nd 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
tor  his  approbation,  .has  been  returned  by  the 
.  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  iollow- 
ing  objections : 

To  the  Bouse  sfJUpFesenitMses 

^tht  VkUed  Staies,- 

Having  considered  the  bill  this  day  prsaented  to 
me,  entitled  ^An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  certain 
lands  for  internal  improvaments^" .  and  which  .  sets 
apart  and  pledges  certain  funds  ^  fof  oonsteetiiig 
zoads  and  canals,,  and  impioving  the .  navigalien  of 
water  courses,  in  ord^  to  ndUtate,  piamote,  and  gifve 
security  to  internal  coounerve  among  the  aeforal 
States,  and  to  render  more  easy,  and  less  expensive  ;the 
means  and  pioTisions  for  the  common  defence  ;"  I  am 
constrained,  by  the  insnperable  difficulty  I  feel  in  re- 
conciling the  bill  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  return  it  with  that  objection  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

The  tegitlative  powers  vested  in  Congress,  are  speci- 
fied and  enumerated  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution;  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the  bill  is 
amonjg  the  ennm«rated  powers ;  or  that  it  falls,  by  any 
just  mterpTeUtion,  within  the  power  to  make  laws 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  kilo  exeoution  those 
or  other  powers  vested  by  the  Censtitntien  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

**  The  power  to  regulate  oonuneite  among  the'  sev- 
eral States,"  cannot  include  a.  power  to  construct 
zoads  and' canals,  and  to  improve  the  navigation  of 


water<onne8,in  ordeato  <Miiatate^pnwiQle,iaBd  aseme 
aneh  a  cOlamerce,  without  a  latitude  of  construetioa 
departing  fipom  the  ordinary  import  of  the  tenai, 
strengthened  by  the  known  inconvenienceii  which 
dottbtless  led  to  the  grant  of  tlus  remedial  power  to 
Congress. 

To  refer  the  power  in  question  to  the  cisuse  <*  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
would  be  contrary  ^to  the  estabUshed  and  eonsiatent 
rnles  of  interpretation ;  as  rendering  the  special  and 
careful  enumeration  of  powers,  which  follow  the  clause, 
nugatoiy  and  improper.  Such  a  view  ef  the  Consti- 
tution would  hsTe  the  eflSect  of  giving  to  Congreas  a 
general  power  of  legislation,  instead  of  the  defined  and 
limited  one  hitherto  nndeistoed  to  belong  to  tham  ;  the 
tanns  *<  common  defoace  land  general  .waUaee,"  eia- 
hneing  evasy*  abject  and^act  «withiB.'the  jpninow  .of  a 
If^ialative  troat.  ItiwmOd  luom>thet«flbctTolaiAgiect- 
Mg  both  .the  CoaalitnliontandJaWa^ofcihaiMvcfal 
Stales,  in  .all  aaaestnot ,  if  seUl^y><Bcempi>ad,  to  ibrnm- 
peraeded  by  .laws  ^  CoBBiasB  ;;tt  heiag^aapreesiy  de- 
elared  ^^Ihat  the  CanslituaiBfrof  the  U|iiledStatea»  and 
laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof^  shall  be  the.aHpBa8ie 
law  of  the  landt  and  the  judges  of  eveiy  State  ahallbe 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  lavs 
of  any  State  to  the  oontraiy  notwithstanding."  Such 
a  view  of  the  Constitution,  finally,  would  have  the 
efiect  of  excluding  the  judicial  authority  of. the  United 
States  from  its  participation  in  guarding  the  boundsiy 
between  the  Legistal^e  powers  of  the  General  and  the 
State  Governments ;  inasmuch  as  questions  relating  to 
the  gene»M  wellhre,  being  qneetums  of  policy  and  ex- 
pediency, are  unsusceptible  of  judicial  cogttixanco  and 
decaaion. 

A -restriction  of  the  power  <'- to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfore,  to  cases  which  are 
to  be  provided  far  by  the  expenditure  of  money,  would 
still  leave  witiun  the  legisktive  power  of  Congreas  all 
the  great  and  most  important  measurea  of  QovemmeBt ; 
money  being  the  ordinary  and  neoawary  — ^^tmr  of 
carrying  them  into  exacntson.  - 

If  a  general  power  to  ceostruct  nradaaadiianala,  and 
.to  improve  the  navigation,  of  walar'CoaiBea,  with  the 
Hain  of  poweiaineident  tharetp^  ba  nofc.poeoeoaad  by 
Congress,  the  assent  of  the  States  in  the  mode  provided 
in  the  hill  cannot  oonfer  the  power.  The  oaly  eaaes 
in  which  the  consent  and  cesaien  ofpaitjgolar  Statea 
can  extend  the  power  of  Congress,  ace  thoae  *p*^^ri* 
and  provided  for  in  the  Cons^ation. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the. .  great  importance  of  roads 
and  canals,  and  the  improved  navigation  of  watar- 
courses;  and  that  a  power  in  the  National  liegihilatore 
to  provide  for  them  mi^t  be  exerdsad  with  signal  ad- 
vantage to  the  general  prosperity.  But  seeing  that 
such  a  power  is  not  expressly  given  by  the  Conatita- 
tion ;  and  believing  that  it  cannot  be  deduced  from  any 
part  of  it  without  an  inadmissible  latitude  of  construc- 
tion, and  a  reliance  on  insufficient  precedents  ;  believ- 
ing, siso,  that  the  permanent  success  of  the  Conatitation 
depends  on  the  definite  partition  of  powers  between  the 
Gieneral  and  the  State  Governments,  and  that  no  ade- 
quate lan<lmarks  wonld  be  left  by  the  conatructive 
extension  of  the  powers  Of  Congress,  is  proposed  in 
this  bill,  I  have  no  option  bntio  withhold  my  signatmv 
from  it;  and  cherishing  the  hope  that  its  baoaficaa] 
ol^ecta  may  be  attained  by  a  rssort  for  the  neceassLrj 
powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtae  in  the  natioi 
which  estoblished  the  Constitution  in  its  actual  iom 
and  providently  marked  out,  in  the  inatmment  itael 
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a  iftle  and  pcadieable  mode  of  impvoflBg  it,  m»  ozperi* 
6Boe  might  oiggcst. 

iAMBB  MABI80N. 

JUUmk  8, 1817. 

And  the  House  of  Representativefl^  in  which 
House  the  biU  ortginAtea,  htve  tektn  the  qaes- 
doD  as  presoribtd  by  the  CoDstiteifon  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  Sutes,  and  here  resolved,  that  the  said  bill 
do  not  pass. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS, 

The  bilUotitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  An- 
tboay  Back,?'  was  read  three  tefeial  tiwes  by 
ODtDimoas  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  .consider  iheniaeAd* 
meat  of  the  House  of  Rf  prasenutives  to  the  bill, 
estiUed  "An  act  to  incor|»Drate  the  subscribers  to 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
pre?eDt  the  eiroiilatiQn  .of  the  notes  of  the  un- 
sbariered  aasooiations  within  the  aaid  District," 
sod  concnrred  therein. 

The  Senate  fesumedyt as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  nf  the  bill,  entitled  'fAn 
act  respecting  the  coaipensatiDn  of  the  colleetois 
tbereia  mentioned," nnd  no.anaaidnent  haTing 
been  made  thereto,  the  PRneioniiT' reported, it  to 
the  HoQse,.attd  itwas  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
It  was  read  n. third  tine,. and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry .  Lee,"  and  no  amend- 
meat  having  been  made  thereto,  the  PnnainwiT 
reported  it  |o  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  toi  a 
third  reading.    It  was  read  a  third  time,  <and 

^eised. 

The  Senate  resumed,  .as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
let  authorizing  ihe  paj^ment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  under  >the  articles  of 
iireementand  cession  hetareen  the  United  States 
aod  that  State,"  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
«l,the  PnsMnniiT  reported  it  to  the  HoDse«ac* 
eoidiogly ;  and  tbeamendmenu  having  been  con* 
cnrred  in,  on  the  question.  ^  Shall  the  amendment 
be  eogrossed,  and  the  bill  b^  read  a  third  time  as 
tneoded  1"  it  was- determined  in  the  affiraoattve. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  eiigroased,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amendid,  and  passed. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  OoLDanonouau, 

Beiohed  unammously,  That  the  thai^  of  the 
Senate  be  presented  to  the  Honorable  Joan  Gail- 
UEO,  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  since  his  appoint- 
ment to  that  office,  and  that  this  testimonial  of 
their  approbation  and  respect  be  entered  upon 
their  Journal. 

Whereupon,  Mr,  QiOLLABO  addressed  theSen- 
tie  as  follows; 

GentkmenofiheSei^atec 

The  approbation  of  a  body  so  respectable  and  dts- 
tingnished  as  that  which  I  havs  now  the  honor  to  ad- 
^eis,  is  received  with  the  most  profound  respect,  and 
wUl  ever  be  to  me  a  feonree  of  pleating  and  of  grateftil 
tvceUection.    To  the  habits  of  older,  of  deooram,  and 


attention  to  business,  which  so  strongly  mark  the 
character  of  this  honorable  body,  I  have  felt  myself  to 
be  greatly  indebted;  bot  more,  much  more 'so,  to  that 
spirit  of  liberaUly  and  indnlgenee  which  has  been  ex- 
tended to  me  on  all  occasions,  and  which  has  been 
ever  ready  toovsilook  my  many  deficiencies  and  erton, 
and  to  ovenraie  my  feeble,  humble  eflbrts,. which  h»re 
been  directed  with  ansious  soiidtnde  to  a  feilhfal  and 
impartial  diacfaarge  of  the  duties  of  the  Chiur»  If,  in 
the  oomse  of  my  elScial  cendnet,  it  shonld  have  .been 
niy  misfeirtime .  to  have  wounded  the  feelings  of  any 
honorable  membe(%  or.in  angbt  to  have  oiBmded,  I 
can  assnie  them  that  such  offence  was  unintentional 
on  my  part ;  and  I  pray  Uiem  to  accept  this  apology 
as  an  atonement.  Permit  me  now,  gentlemen,  to  tan* 
der  to  you  collectively,  as  well  ss  individually,  my 
grateful  acknowledgements  for  your  kindnees,  and  my 
warmest  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happini 


The  Senate  reaucned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ceaaidemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  second  section  of  the 
act,  entitled  ^Anact  supplementary  to  an  net  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imporuand  tonnage,' "  and 
no  nmendment  having  oaen  made  thereto,  the 
PanaiosNT  re|M>f ted  it  to  the  House,  and  it  ms 
ordei^  ton  third -reading.  It«was  read.athifd 
time,  and  passed. 

T^e  Senate  feaumed,  as  in  Conmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideffation  of.the  blU,  tfititled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Seciettry  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  repayment  to  he  made  of  certain. alien  du- 
ties," and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  the  PnBainnNT  reported  it  co  the  Houa^ 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  reao 
a  third  Mme,>and  passed. 

.Amessagefrom  theHouse  dfRepiesentati  ves  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  they  have  disagreed  fo  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aii 
act  makiag  further  provision  for  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildingaiapd  improving  the  public  squares." 

The  Senate  proceeided  to  coneidev  their  amend- 
ment to  Ike  bill  last  meniioned^  disagreed  to  by 
tJie  House  of  JElepcesentntives,  nnd  -  redded  there- 
from. 

The  Senate  vesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  respeeliag  the  district  caurt  of  the  United 
Sutaa,  in  the  northern  district  of  New  York, 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  PanaiPSMT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  authorizing  the  ilecretasy  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  the  duties  therein  mentioned,"  and  ao 
amendment  having  been  made  th^eto,the  Pnna- 
tnmrr  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  order- 
ed tp  a  third  reading.  It  wnsread  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  therbill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementarv  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  for  debts  due  the  United  States," 
fand  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto, 
the  PRBeinfiiiT  reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it 
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was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.    Ic  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

.  The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indians,"  and 
DO  amendment  ha?ing  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbbsiobnt  reported  it  to  the  Hooae,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Villere,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  PaESiDfiKT 
reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jumoorille  4e  Yillers,"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the 
Pbbbidint  reported .  it  to  the  Honse,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Sedate  resumed;  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Summers  and  John 
AUenj"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  th«  Pbebidbht  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  •  to  a  third  reading.  It  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  W«lls,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  Pbbsidbnt 
reported  it  x^  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resuined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Antoine  Bien venue,  of  the 
Bute  of  Louisiana,"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  the  Pabsiobiit  reported  it  to 
the  House,  and  it  was  ordeved  to  a  third  reading. 
It  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  this  bill  pass  V^  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Barthelemy  Duverger,"  and 
on  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  fourth  day  of  March  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to  con« 
tinue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage/  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1815, 
andsfor  other  purposes,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  coBisider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kimq, 

Resolved^  Tnat  the  President  of  Che  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  eollected,  di- 


gested, printed,  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  so  much  of  the  treaties, 
laws;  and  regulations  of  the  different  foreign 
countries^  with  which  the  United  States  hare 
commercial  intercourse,  as  relates  to  import,  ex- 
port, tonnage,  light-house,  pilotage,  and  port  do- 
ties;  to  bounties  and  drawbacks;  to  colonial 
trade  and  navigation ;  to  the  national  character  of 
mariners;  and  to  the  ships'  papers  and  navifatioa 
of  such  foreign  countries  respectivelv;  specifying 
the  comparative  footing  of  national  and  foreign 
ships  employed  in  any  branch  of  such  commer- 
cial intercourse. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bornside,"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House^  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.    It  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Boisgervais,"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  wu 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.    It  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonskleration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ao 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslard,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  the  amendment  haring 
been  coneurred  in,  on  the  question}  **  Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  V*  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendment  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and,  on  the  question,  *^  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  V*  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peyton  Short,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  mad^  thereto,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Nathaniel  Seavey  and  others,"  reported  it 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  considered  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration,  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Green,"  and  no 
amendment  having,  been  made  thereto,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
I     The  Senate  resumed^  as  m  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  eoosideratioa  of  th«  bill,  eDtitled  "An 
act  for  the  nlief  of  James  Gaze  and  John  Rich- 
aod/'  and  no  amendment  ha?iog  been  made 
tbereCo,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoose.  and  on  the 
quesiioo,  *<  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatire.  80  it  was 
resolved  that  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fair*, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Teaitle  Sarage^  and  others,''  reported  it  without 
ameodment;  and  the  bill  was  considered,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
baviDg  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
wa«  lead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Ben- 
jaioiD  Hough,"  and  the  bill  haviog  been  amend- 
ed, the  PaE6i0ENT  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  amendments  having  been 
eoDcurred  in,  on  the  question, "  Shall  the  amend- 
meois  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  V'  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  said  amendments  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee,,  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  an^ded,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.CAMPBSLL,  the  Committee 
OD  Finance,  to  whom  was  deferred  the  petition  of 
James  Miller,  of  Lotiisiana,  were  discharged  from 
tbe  further  consideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
eotiiied  ^  An  act  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  return- 
iDgihe  surveys  thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office,  and  for  giving  further  time  to  complete 
the  surveys  and  obtain  patents  for  lands  located 
Qoder  Virginia  resolution  warrants,"  in  which 
lull  they  reqaest  the  ^concurrence  01  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  the  firstand 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Monaow,  from  the  committee,  reported 
aid  bill  withoal  amendment,  and,  on  mdtion,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  4th  day  of  March,  instant. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Landii,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following  me- 
morials and  petitions,  viz :  The  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  respecting 
the  land  titles  in  the  former  territory  of  Orleans; 
(he  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Loaisiana,  relative  to  the  land  claims  of  Florida  ^ 
liie  memorial  of  the  Legislatore  of  the  Mississip- 
pi Territory,  praying  the  extinguishment  of  Brit- 
ish claims  to  lands  in  said  Territory ;  the  petition 
of  Aothonv  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit;  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  the  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  .maf  be  permitted  to  continue 
thereon,  until  the  same  shall  be  sold;  the  petition 
oCsttndcy  Mihafa^tants  of  the.proTinteof  Texas 


praying  a  grant  of  land ;  the  petition  of  WiHiam 
Hargrave ;  the  petition  of  O.  W.  Johnston  and 
others ;  the  petition  of  Jesse  Bean ;  and  the  peti- 
tion of  NathaDiefCoitiog,  bedischarged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

A  message  from  theHouse'of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appoinjiment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
which  tney  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein,  and 
Mr.  Babbodr  and  Air.  Tait  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbqdr  reported,  frooi  the  joint  commit* 
tee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had. 
no  fvirther  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Codgress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  leaving 
finished  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  legislative  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

whereupon  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate eine  die. 


PR0CEEBIN08 

Of  A 

SESSION  SPECIALLY  CALLED, 
TosaoAT,  March  4,  1817. 

VMM  * 

To  the  Senatarw  of  the 

UnUed  Sktieh  retpeeiioeiy  .* 

8ja :'  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  SUtes  re- 
quiring tnat  the  Senate  should  be  in  session  on  the 
fourth  of  M areh  ne^t,  to  receive  such  oommonicatione 
as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  psH  of  ^e  Bxecutive, 
yont  attea&uiee  in  the  Senate  Chamber  in  this  city 
on  that  day  is  aeooidtngly  rsquested. 

WAsnixoToir,  January  1, 18X7. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

In  conformity  with  the  summons  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  above  recited,  the 
Senate  assembled  in  their  Chamber  in  the  City 
of  Washington. 

PBBSBJf  t: 

Jbrbmub  Mabok  and  Daviu  L.  Mobbill,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Eli  p.  Abbmon  and  Habbibon  Gbat  Otis, 
from  Massachusetts. 

WiLUAM  HoiTPBB  and  Jame^  Bubbil,  jnn., 
from  Rhode  Island. 

DooLBT  Cbaob  and  Ibaao  Tiobemob,  from 
Vermont. 

Davio  Daoobtt  and  Samubl  W«  Dana,  from 
Conaetliout. 
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Ruros  King  aod    Nathav  Sahporo,  from    flight  beyoii4  then  AaU  nerit  apprabstwn,  it  wttl  be 
New  York.  JB*tl7  afcrihed  to  the  wisdom  and  megneiumt^  of  the 


Jambs  J.  W11.90N  and  Marlon  Dioxesson, 
from  New  Jersey.  . 

Abner  Laoock  and  Jonatbah  Roberts,  from 
PeoDBylTaqia. 

OUTERBBIDGB    HORSET    ROd    NiOHOLAS    VaN* 

DYKS,  from  Delaware. 

Robert  H.  Qoldsborouob  and  Alexandbb 
C.  Hanson,  from  Maryland. 

James  Barbour,  from  Virginia. . 

Nathaniel  Maoon  and  Monttobd  Stokbsj 
from  North  CaroHna. 

John  Qaillard  and  William  Smith,  from 
Sooth  Carolina. 

Charles  Tait  and  Gbobob  M.  TBoai>,from 
Georfiai 

IsBAM  Talbot,  from  Keatuckf • 

Geobgb  W»  Campbbll  aad  Jobn  Wiluamb, 
from  TiBBaesaee.  « 

Jebemiar  Morrow,  and  Bbniamin^Romilbb, 
from  Ohio. 

Eleoius  Frombntin,  from  Loauiaiia.- 

Jambs  Noblb  and  Wallbb  Taylor^  from 
Indiana. 

John  Qaillard,  Preaidsm  pro  iMporcv*  re- 
aomted  the  Chair. 

•  Datid  L.  Morrill,  appointed  a  Senator  br  the 
Legiilature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampthfire; 
Harrison  GteAY  Otis,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commoaweaith  of  Massa- 
chusetts; Marlon  Dickerson,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  and  James 
Pdrbil,  juo.,  appoiated  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  respectire- 
ly  for  the  term  of  six  years,*  commencing  this 
day,  produced  their  credeoiials,  which  were  read, 
and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  adroinisterea 
to  them,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Smith,  Stokbs;  Troup,  Vabdtkb,  aad  Wil- 
liams; their  credeAtiols  baf ing*  bsea  read  and 
filed  duriogthe  last  session* 

Daniel  jD.  Toia>KiN8^  Vice  President  of  the 

XTnited  States,  aod  President,of  the  Senate,  hav* 

ing,  appeared,  Mr»  Qaillard  administered  the 

,oa«h  of  offiee  to  him,  and- ho  took  the  Chair'; 

when  he  addressed  the  SenaiaBs  foiloMra  t 

GtnSiemm^fihe  Sinate: 

In  entering  the  office  of  Vice  President,  I  beg  leare 
to  ofler  a  paUic  acknowledgement  of  the  honor  con* 
ferred  npoa  me  by  the  people  of  the -United  States,  by 
plaeiqg  me  next  in  their  confidence  to  that  inustrioas 
dtisen  wheee  patriotism,  Tirtnes,  and  eminent  public 
eerrioes,  receiTO  this  day  the  highest  reward  that  a 
free  people  can  bestow. 

I  sisaaie  the  duties  asdgned  me  in  the  Senate  with 
the  greatest  diflld«noe,  arieiiig  from  a  oonseiousness  of 
my  inexperience  in  the  Ibnns  of  defibetatife  assem- 
blies; end  when,  at  the  same  tiaie,  I^  reflect  that  this 
Chair  has  hitherto  been  adorned  by  men  of  te  first 
distinction  fi>r  experience,  talents,  and.  character,  I  am 
oppressed  by  the  magnitade  of  the  respboaibility  winch 
now  defolvei  np6n  me. 

My  heart  assoree  me  thai  I  amgr  promiM  npsigbt  iB- 
tentionsy  aealoos  iadBStiy,  and  rigid  imp«raaiil^.    If 


members  of  this  dignified  body ;  and  upon  that  w» 
dom  and  magoansaity  I  entirely  repoee*  myself  for 
guidance  and  support. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates,  the  Ex- 
President,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
bariog  previously  entered  the  Senate  Chamber, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Babboub,  the  Seniite'adjoarned 
for  one  hour. 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

The  Prbbidbnt  or  the  Ukitbd  Statkbt  being 
attended  by  the  EzPreeident  of  the  United  Sutes, 
the  Vice  President,. the  Jodgcs  of  the  Sopreine 
Court,  the  Senators,  and  the  marshals  of  the  diy, 
then  proceeded  to  the 'derated  portico,  tempo- 
ranly  erected  for  the  occbsiob,  where,  after  a 
short  pause,  he  arose  and  addres»ed  the  aodieoee 
aa  follows: 

I  should  be  destitnte  of  feeling  if  I  was  n^t  dee|rff 
afiected  by  the  strong-  proof  which  ray  felldw-cttixeiiJ 
hsTO  giren  me  of  their  confidence,  in  calling  me  to 
the  -high  offiee  whose  functions  I  am  about  to  vaaums. 
As  t)ie  expression  of  their  good  opinion  of  my  cos* 
duct  in  the  public  serrice,  I  derive  from  it  a  fpratifics- 
tiea,  which  those  who  are  consciotta  of  having  done  all 
they  could  to  raerit  it,  can  ahma  fed.  My  aamsiUlitf 
is  increased  by  a  jnst  estimate  of  tba-importance  of 
the  tiuet,  and  of  the  uafie  and  exteot  of  ika  dntiei; 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  which  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  a  great  and  free  people  are  intimatdy  connected. 
Consdous  of  my  own  deficiency,  I  cannot  enter  oa 
these  duties  without  great  anxiety  for  the  result 
From  a  just  respoasibiUty  I  will  never  shrink ;  caica- 
lating  with  confidence,  that  in  my  best  efibrte  to  pro- 
mote the  public  welfare,  nky  motives  will  always  bt 
duly  appreciated,  and  my  conduct  be  viewed  with  that 
candor  and  indulgence  which  I  have  experienced  in 
other  stations. 

In  commencing  the  duties  of  the  Chief  Executive 
office,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  distinguished 
men  who  have  gone  before  me,  to  ex]flaiB  the  princi* 
plea  wUdi  would  govern  them  in  their  remctive  ad- 
ministiataoMB.  In  followiag  their  venerated  example, 
my  attentioQ  is  natasally  drawn  to  the  great  causes 
which  have  contributed,  in  a  jprindpat  degree,  to  pro- 
duce the  present  happy  condition  of  the  United  Stateo. 
They  vrill  best  explain  the  nataie  of  our  datiea,  and 
shed  much  light  on  the  pdicy  which  oughl  to  be  per- 
sued  in  future. 

From  the  commencement  of  our  Revolution  to  the 
present  da^,  almost  forty  yearahavedi^ieed,  and  from 
the  establishment  of  tUs  Constitution,  twenty-eight. 
Through  this  whole  term,  the  Government  has  been, 
what  may  emphaticdly  be  cdled  seU^govemment ; 
and  what  has  been  the  efhcX  1  To  whatever  object 
we  turn  our  attention,  whether  it  relatea  to  our  foreign 
or  domeetie  oonoems,  we  find  abundant  cause  to  fSi- 
citato  oursdves  in  the  excellence  of  our  institutionfl. 
During  a  period  fiaught  vrith  difficultiee,  and  marked 
by  vervextraordinaiy  evente,  the  United  Slates  have 
flourished  beyond  example.  Thdr  eitiuna,  individ- 
ually, have  been  happy,  and  the  nation  proeperous. 

Under  this  Constitution,  our  commerce  haa  been 
wisely  regulated  with  foreign  nations,  and  between 
the  Slates;  new  Slatee  have  bean  admitted  into  ovr 
UbIsb  ;  our  taniteiy  haa  bean  enlatged,  b^  Cair  and 
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honertbto  tMttjyand  with  gr«mt  ftdVtnUgetotbe  oiig- 
nftl  States;  the  States,  raqMetiT^lf,  proteetad  by  th« 
National  Gowntf^nt,  under  a.  mild,  parental  ajctein, 
against  foreign  dangeia,  and  onjoying  wiihiB  their  eepa* 
rate  spheiei^  by  e  wise  partitioB  of  poiirer,  a.jna|  proper* 
tion  of  the  soTereigaty,  have  improved  their  poliee,  ex- 
tended their  aetttraienti,  and  attained  a  etrength  an^ 
matnrityv  which  are  the  best  pvoofr  of  wholesome  lawe 
well  adnimietered-  And  if  we  look  to  the  condition  of 
iodindQaie,  what  apnmd  apeetaiele  doee  it  •zhibit !  On 
whom  has  oppmaiinn  faliMi  in  any  qnartar  of  onr 
Union  1  Who  haebeen  ^eprinvd  of  any  right  of  per^ 
MB  or  propefty?  Who  restraiived  from:  oflNiag  hie 
▼one,  in  the  modr  which  ho  pudfersr  ta  tba  dinno' An* 
tbwof  hie>  heing4  It  is  well-known,  that  aillhfeaa 
bkningii  hava'  baen>  eoioyad  ia  thei^  Maol  ealaiitv 
aadi  add„.with  pvanliar  iati<aiitia%  that  thaaa  baa 
basanoeaamplaoraaapitalpiimihniaptbejaflatlialkd 
oaiayoDaiiJtitlie  criiaa of ihighHiaiagiR 

dome;  whomight  admit  the  eonipetimey  xd  onr Qbt» 
enimenttothes»'benefteiantdvtiae;m^t  donbtitin 
tiiab  frhieh^t'  to^tha  taat  its  strength'  and^afflfdam^i 
81  a  member  of  tlie  great  commnntty  of  nations;'  Here^ 
too,  eiperienoa'  lias  •  afforded  tm- themopt:  satiiiaetory 
praefia  ita  Ihvark  Jifst  ae  thia  Constttntbn  wae  pat- 
mto  action,  saraval  of  the  principal  States  of  Eutopa 
had  become 'nmeh' agitated,  and  sooarofthemaerioasly 
contubed.  DaatmetlTa  wars  enaued,  which- have,  of 
hte  oniy$  baen^  tarminatad.  Is>  thai  comrsa  of  these 
eoniiieti^  tha  UiyitadBlatea reoehwd  siaat  iojaryftDB 
wmalof  tha  partiaa.  It  waai  thairinteraat'toalaad 
ibof  from  tha*  eonfteat ;  Uk  daaaand  -  joatioa  fiom = tha 
party  comaaittiBg  t^e  ii^nry-;  aDd>  to  colli?ata,'  by  a 
Uie  and  haaavahla  oaadudi  tha  frirndsbip-of  all.  War  > 
beeaaie,  at  laqgth,  inafitabje,«idihe  reault  haa  ahowo^ 
tW  onr  GovanuDanl  is  aqqal  to  that,  tha  gvaataetof 
tdals,  vnder  tba  mostunfiiTorabla airevaiBtaiioaew  Of 
tbi  virtua  of  the  peaple/aBd  of  tha  Hnclc  explaita  of 
tha  Army,  thalmy,  and  tha  MUilia^l  need  notapaaiu 

Stash,  tfaan^  ietha  happy  Oo^rarmnent  nnder  which  I 
ire  live ;  a  Government  adequate  to  erery  purpose  -fbr  I 
vbieb  tbaeooial  compact  ia  formed;  a  Oorernment 
dectiTe  in  aU  ita  branches,  under  which  every  ctHaaii 
may,  by  his  marit^  obtain  the  highest  trtMt  recognised 
l>y  the  Conatittttion'';  which  containa  within  it  no  oauea 
ofdiaeord ;  nana  to  pat  at  nuance  oike  portion  of  tha 
conmanity  with  another;  aOoverament  whieh  pro- 
teeti  every  citiaeai  in  tfao  fofl  enjoyment  of  has  rig^, 
ud  is  aUe  to  protect  thb- nation  against  injnstioafrom 
foreign  Powara. 

Other  considarations  of  the  highest  importance  ad- 
monish us  to  cherish  our  Union,  and  to  cling  to  the 
Government  which  supporta  it.  Fortunate  as  wa  are, 
in  our  political  institutions,  we  have  not  been  leiaa  so 
in  other  cireumalances,  on  which  our  prosperity  and 
happiness  eesentially  depend.  Situated  within  the 
temperate  xone,  and  extending  through  many  degrees 
of  latitude  along  the  Atlantic,  the  United  States  enjoy, 
all  the  varietiea  of  climate,  and  every  production  inci- 
^Dt  to  that  portion  of  the  globe»  Penetrating,  inter* 
BtUj,  to  the  great  Lakes,  and  beyond  the  sources  of 
|ha  great  riTora  which  communicate  through  our  whole 
mterior,  no  country^  was  ever  happier  wiUi  respect  to 
ita  domain.  Bleseed,  too,  with  a  fertile  soil,  our  pro- 
dtce  has  always  been  very  abundant,  leaving,  even  in 
jmn  the  least  ^varabta^  aaaiplaa  for  tho  wants  of  oar 
ftBow*men4n  other  cotintrieo,  iSneh  is  onr  paenHar 
feiieily,  that  there  is  not  a  part  of  aur  Union  that  is 
M(  paiticalaily  iataiaatad  in'piea^whig  it*    Tha  giaal 


agrioultmal  intaraet  of  the  nation  proaaars  under  its 
protection.  Local  interests  are  not  lees  fostered  by  it. 
Onr  feUow^tiaens  of  tha  North,  engaged  in  naviga- 
tion, fiad  great  bneouragement  in  being  made  the 
favored  carrian  of  the  vast  prodnctiohs  of  the  other 
portions  of  the  United  Statae,  while  tha  inhabitants  of 
thaaa  am  amply  ncompansad,  in  thair  turn,  by  tha 
nnisary  for  saamen  and  naval  Ibrea,  thus  forinad  and 
reared  op  for  the  support  of  oar  caoaoion  rights.  Onr 
maaafootarea  find  a  genaronk  enconmgamant  by  tha 
poliqr  which  patfoniaes  domestic  industry;  iaitd  the 
sorphia  of  ouif  'prodaaa^  a^  steady  and  praAtabla  madtat- 
by  local  vranla^  in  lesa  fiavorad  paits,  at  home. 

Siicb,  than,  being  the  highfy  favornd  condition  of  onr 
coantoy,  it^is  thaintereet  of  every  citizen  to  maintain 
it  What  are  tha  daagem  which  menace  ue  1  If  any 
etiMii  tkay -ought  to  be  ascartidnad  and  gvardad  against. 

In  azpUdning  my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  it  oAay 
be  asked.  What  raised  us  to  the  present  happy  atate  ? 
How  did  wa  aceomplidi  the  Revolution  t  How  remedy 
the  defbetanf  the  first  instrument  of  oax  Union,  by  in* 
fusing  into  tha  Nlatlonal  Oovernment  suffident  power 
for  national  ptirpasee,  without  impairing  the  just  rights 
of  the  Statae,  or  affecting  those  of  hidividu us  T  How 
sustain,  and  pass  with  glory  through  tha  lata  war? 
Tlie  Government  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
To  the  people,  therafora,  and  to  tha  faithful  and  able 
depositariee  of  their  trust,  is  tha  credit  due.  Had  Uia 
people  of  the  United  Sutea  been  edoi:ated  in  different - 
principles ;  had  they  been  less  intelligent,  less  inde- 
pendent, or  less  virtuous,  can  it  be  believed  that  we 
should  have  maintained  the  aama  steady  and  consistent 
cataer,  or  baaDblaesed  with  thesama sueoesa'!  Whiia, 
than,  tha-oonstftoent  body  retains  ita  preaent  eonad  wid 
haalthAil  state,  everything  wiH  ba  bafii.  They  will 
ebeoa»>  oampetant  and  ^ithfhl  representatives  for 
every  department.  It  is  only  whan  tba  people  beoome 
igfnoNint  and'  corropt ;  whan  thoy  daganerate  into  a 
iM>p«laeei  that  they  ara  inoapablo  of  exercising  tha  aav« 
eraignty*  Usurpation  is  than  an  easymttainment,  and 
an  usurper  eoon  found*  Tha  peopla  themeeltaa  faaaoma 
the  willmg  iaatraraams  of  their  own  debaaamen  t  and 
rttin«  Lat  nsi  thenj  look  to  the  great  eanee,  and  en- 
daaifor  to  preeerva  it  in  full  force.  Let  as,  by  all  wiaa 
and  Oottslitntional  maasores,  promote  intaHlgenca 
among  the  p<op|o,  as  the  best  means  of  praaerving  onz 
liberties. 

y  «  *  • 

Dangers  -from  abroad  are  not  less  deserving  of  at- 
tention. Experiencing  the  fortune  of  other  nations, 
the  United  Statea  may  be  again  involved  in  war,  and 
it  may  in  that  event  be  the  object  of  the  adverse  party 
to  overset  our  Government — to  break  oar  Union,  and 
demolish  us,  as  a  nation.  Our  distance  from  Europe, 
and  the  just,  moderate,  and  pacific  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, may  form  some  security  against  these  dan- 
gers, but  they*  ought  to  be  anticipated  and  guarddd 
agaiast.  Many  <S^  our  citiaens  are  engaged  in- oom- 
mereoand  navigation,  and  aKofffaam  are,  ia  a  certain 
degrae,  dependant'  on  their  prospereof'etate.  Many 
ara  engaged  in  the  fisheriea.  Thasr- interents  are- 
ezpasadta  invaiion  in  tha  wars  batwiaen  other  Powers, 
and  wa  should  disregaadthe  faiithiul  admonition  of  exw 
parianae,  if  wa 'did*  not  eirpaet  it  We  must  'support 
onr  righto  or  lose  onr  chaiactary  and  with  it,  .perhaps, 
onr  ltbertiee.r.  A  peapla  who  fiul  to  do  it,  caff"  searcaly 
be  said'  to  hold  a  plape  aifaong  indapandsttt  nations. 
Nationallionor  is  national  property  of  ths  highest  value. 
The  sautiment  is  tba  mind  of  every  -citiien,  is  nattonal  t 
alMnttk^    It  aigKl,  thwrfaisi  ta  b»^arishad> 
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To  Mcure  us  against  these  dangers,  oar  coast  and 
inland  frontiers  shoold  be  fortified;  oar  Knaj  and 
Navy,  regulated  upon  jast  principles  as  to  the  force  of 
each,  be  kept  in  perfect  order,  ana  our  militia  be  placed 
on  the  best  practicable  footing.  To  pot  oar  extensive 
coast  in  sach  a  state  of  defence  as  to  secure  our  cities 
and  interior  from,  invasion,  will  be  attended  with  ex- 
pense, but  the  work  when  finished  ilriU  be  pemanent ; 
and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  a^ngle  campaign  of  in- 
vasioni  by  a  naval  force  superior  lo  oar  own,  aided  bj 
a  feiv  thousand  land  troops,  would  expose  us  to  greater 
expense,  without  taking  into  Ihe  estuiate  the  loss  of 
property  and  distress  of  our  citiaens,  than  would  be 
sufficient  for  this  great  work.  Our  land  and  naval 
forces  shonld  be  moderate,  hot  adequate  to  the  necea* 
sary  purposes. '  The  former,  to  garrison  and  preserve 
our  fort^cations,  and  to  meet  the  first  invasions  of  a 
foreign  foe ;  and,  while  constituting  the  elements  of  a 
greater  force,  to  preserve  the  science,  as  well  as  all 
the  necessary  implements  of  war,  in  a  state  to  be 
brought  into  activity  in  the  event  of  war.  The  latteri 
retained  within  the  limits  proper  in  a  state  of  P^^ce, 
might  aid  in  maintaining  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States  with  dignity  in  the  wars  of  other  Powers,  and 
in  saving  the  property  of  their  citizens  from  spoliation. 
.  In  time  of  war,  with  the  enlargement  of  which  the 
great  naval  resources  of  the  country  render  it  suscep- 
tible, and  which  should  be  duly  fostered  in  time  of 
peace,  it  would  contribute  essentially,  both  aaan  aux- 
iliary of  defence  and  as  a  powerful  engine  of  annoy- 
ance, to  diminish  the  calamities  of  wAr,  and  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  termination. 

But  it  ought  always  to  be  held  prominently  in  view, 
that  the  safety  of  these  States,  and  of  everything  dear 
to  a  free  people,  n^ust  depend  in  an  eminent  degree  on 
the  militia.  Invasions  may  be  made  too  formidable  to 
be  reeisted  by  any  land  and  naval  force  which  it  would 
epn^port  either  with  the  prindples  of  our  Gevemment 
or  the  circttfflstaucea  of  the  United  States  to  maintain. 
In  such  cases,  recourse  moat  be  had  to  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  and  in  a  manner  to  produce  the  best 
eflttct  It  IS  of  the  highest  importance,  therefore,  that 
they  be  so  oiganixed  and  trained  as  to  be  prepared  for 
any  emergency.  The  arrangement  should  be  anch  as 
to.  put  at  the  command  of  the  Government  the  ardent 
patriotism  and  youthful  vigor  of  the  country.  If  formed 
on  equal  and  just  principles,  it  cannot  be  Oppressive. 
It  is  the  crisis  wtflch  mskes  the  preteure-— and  not  the 
laws,  which  provide  a  remedy  for  it.  This  arrange- 
ment shoold  be  formed  too  in  time  of  peace,  to  be  the 
better  prepared  for  war.  With  such  an  organiiation, 
of  such  a  people,  the  United  States  have  nothing  to 
dread  from  foreign  invasion.  At  its  approach,  an  over- 
whelming force  t>f  gallant  men  might  always  be  put  in 
motion. 

Other  interests  of  high  importance  will  claim  atten- 
tion \  among  which  the  improvement  of  our  country  by 
roads  and  canals,  proceeding  always  with  a  Constitu- 
tional sanction,  holds  a  dlstkiguished  place.  Qy  thus 
focilitating  the  intercourse  between  the  Statea,  we  ahall 
add  much  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our  fel- 
low-citixeni ;  much  to  the  ornament  of  the  country ; 
apd,  what  ii  of  greater  importance,  we  shall  aborten 
distances,  and  by  making  each  part  more  acceaaible  to 
and  dependent  on  the  other,  we  shall  bind  the  Union 
more  closely  together.  JNature  has  done  so  much  for 
OS  by  intersecting  the  country  with  sp  many  great 
rivers,  bays,  and  lakes,  approaching  from  distant  points 
io  near  to  each  other«  that  the  induGflBUfat  to  coaiflttg 


the  work  aeeme  to  be  pecutiaiiy  strong.  A  more  in- 
teresting spectacle  was  pMsrhap^  never  aeen  than  is 
exhibited  within  the  liinits  of  the  United  States ;  a 
territory  ao  vast  and  advantageously  situated^  contain- 
ing objects  so  grand — so  oaefui — so  happily  connected 
in  all  their  parts  I 

Our  mana&cturce  wiH  likewise,  require  the  syaCe- 
matic  and  fostering  care  of.  the  Government.  Pos- 
sessing, as  we  do,  all  the  raw  materiala,  the  firaxt 
of  our  own  aoil  and  industrt,  we  ought  not  to  depend, 
in  the  degree  we  have  don^  on  soppUes  from  otlier 
eoantries.  While  we  are  thus  dependent,  the  sadden 
erent  of  war,  unsought  and  vnexpeqted,  cannot  foil  to 
plunge  OS  into  the  meet  aerioas  difiicaltiea;  It  is  im- 
portant, too,  that  the  capital  which  nourishes  oar  mano- 
foctnree  should  bo  domestic,  as  its  influence  in  that 
caacb  instead  of  exhausting, as  it  may.  do  in  foreign 
hands,  would  be  folt  sdvantageoosl^  on  agriculiaie 
and  every  other  branch  of  industry.  Bqually  import- 
ant is  it  to  provide  at  home  a  market  for  our  raw  ma- 
terials, as,  by  extending  the  competition,  it  will  enhance 
the  price,  and  protect  the  cultivator  against  the  casual- 
ties incident  to  foreign  markets. 

With  the  Indian  tribes  it  is  our  duty  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations,  and  to  act  with  kindness  and  liberal- 
ity in  sll  our  transactiona.  Eqaally  proper  is  it  to 
persevere  in  oar  efibrts  to  extend  to  them  the  advan- 
tages of  civilization* 

The  great  amount  of  our  revenue,  and  tiie  flourish- 
ing state  of  the  Treasary,  are  a  fait  proof  of  the  com- 
petency of  the  national  resources  for  any  emergency, 
as  they  are  of  the  willingness  of  oar  feUow-citixens  to 
bear  the  hardens  which  the  public  necessities  reqoire. 
Tht  vast  amouot  of  vacant  lands,  the  value  of  which 
daily  sugmenta,  forms  an  additional  resource  of  great 
extent  and  duration.  Theae  resonroea,  beaides  ae- 
compUshing  every  other  necessary  purpose,  put  it 
completely  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  dis- 
charge the  national  debt  at  an  eariy  fiieriod.  Peace  ii 
the  best  time  for  improvement  and  preparation  of  every 
kind ;  it  is  in  peace  that  our  commerce  flooriihea  moat ; 
that  taxes  are  moot  eaaily  paid,  and  that  the  reveaiM 
is  most  productive. 

The  Executive  is  charged  efiSdally,  in  (he  Depart- 
ments under  it,  with  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  and  ia  responsible  for  the  foithful  application 
of  it  to  the  purposes  fot  wUdi  it  ia  raised.  The  Legis- 
latuia  is  the  watchful  guardian  over  the  public  purM.  It 
is  its  dn^  U>  see.  that  the  disbursement  has  been  hon- 
estly maoe.  To  meet  the  requisite  responsibilitf ,  every 
facility  should  be  alfoided  to  the  Executive,  to  enable  it 
to  bring  the  public  agents,  intrusted  with  the  public 
money,  strictly  and  promptly  to  accoant.^  Nothing 
should  be  presumed  against  them ;  but  i^  with  the  re- 
quisite focilities,  the  public  money  is  sufiered  to  lie, 
long  and  uselessly,  in  their  hands,  they  Will  not  be  the 
only  defoulters,  nor  will  the  demoralizing  efGwt  be 
confined  to  them.  It  will  evince  a  relaxation  and 
want  of  tone  in  the  Administration,  which  will  be  felt 
by  the  whole  community.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  se- 
cure economy  and  fidelity  in  this  important  branch  of 
the  Administration,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  Legisla- 
ture will  perform  fti  duty  with  equal  zeal.  A  thorough 
examination  should  be  regularly  made^  and  I  will  pro- 
mote it.  ^ 

It  ia  particulariy  gratifying  lo  me,  to  enter  on  the 
discharge  of  theae  duties  at  a  time  when  the  United 
Statea  are  blessed  with  peaoe*  It  ia  a  state  moat  oon» 
•istaat  with  their  proaparity  and  happiaeas.    Itwillhe 
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mj  nncera  denra  to  prmerve  it,  to  fu  m  depends  on 
the  Executive,  on  just  principle!,  with  all  natione— 
claimiog  oothiog  aoreaaonable  of  any,  and  rendering 
to  each  what  is  its  due. 

Bqaalfj  gratifying  is  it  to  witneia  the  increaaed  har- 
mony of  opinion  which  penradea  our  Union.  Diacord 
does  not  belong  to  our  system.  Union  is  recommended, 
as  well  by  th«  free  and  benign  principles  of  our  Oot- 
ernoient,  extending  its  blesainga  to  every  individual, 
as  by  the  other  eminent  ad vantagea  attending  it.  The 
American  people  have  enooontared  together  great 
dangera,  and  auatained  aevera  trials  with  succeaa* 
They  oonstitate  one  great  iamiiy,  with  a  common  in- 
terest Experience  has  enlightened  us  on  some  ques- 
tions of  esaential  imporUnce  to  the  country.  The 
progrees  has  been  slow,  dictated  hy  a  just  reflection, 
and  a  faithful  regard  to  every  interest  connected  with 
it.  To  promote  this  harmony,  in  accor4  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Republican  (Government,  and  in  a  man- 
ner to  give  them  the  moat  complete  eflect,  and  to  ad- 
vance in  all  other  respecu  the  best  interests  of  our 
Union,  will  be  the  object  of  my  constant  and  sealous 
exertions. 

Never  did  a  Government  commence  under  anroicee 
fo  favorable,  nor  ever  waa  auccoas  so  complete.    If  we 
look  to  the  history  of  other  nations,  ancient  or  modern, 
we  find  no  example  of  a  growth  so  rapid — ^ao  gigantic : 
of  a  people  ao  proaperoua  and  happy.    In  contemplat- 
ing what  we  have  still  to  perform,  the  heart  of  every 
citizen  muat  expand  with  joy,  when  he  reflects  hdw 
near  our  Government  haa  approached  to  perfection ; 
that,  in  respect  to  it,  we  have  no  eseential  improve- 
ment to  make ;  that  the  great  object  is,  to  preaerve  it 
in  the  eaaential  prindplea  and  featurea  which, charae- 
teriae  it,  and  that  that  ia  to  be  done  by  preaervtng  the 
nrtne  and  enlightening  the  minds  of  the  people;  and, 
u  a  aecarity  against  ioreign  dangers,  to  adopt  such 
irrangemeniB  aa  are  indispensable  to  the  support  of 
ear  independence,  our  rights  and  liberties.    If  we  per- . 
levere  in  the  career  in  which  we  have  advanced  ao  far, 
tod  in  the  path  already  traced,  we  cannot  fail,  under 
the  favor  of  a  gracioua  Providence,  to  attain  the  high 
destiny  which  seems  to  await  ua. 

In  the  Adminiatrationa  of  the  illustrious  men  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  high  station,  with  some  of 
whom  I  have  been  connected  by  the  closest  ties  firom 
early  life,  examplea  are  preaented  which  will  always 
he  found  highly  instructive  and  uaeful  to  their  succes- 
iOTB.  From  these  I  ahall  endeavor  to  derive  all  the 
advantagea  which  they  may  aflbrd.  Of  my  immediate 
predeceaaor,  under  whom  so  important  a  portion  of  thia 
great  and  succesafol  experiment  has  been  made,  1  ahall 
be  pardoned  ibr  expreadng  my  earneat  wiahea  that  he 
may  long  enjoy,  in  hia  retirement,  the  aflectiona  of 
a  grateful  coaotiy— the  best  reward  of  exalted  talents, 
and  the  moot  &ithful  and  meritoriona  aervieea.  Re- 
'jmg  on  the  mid  to  be  derived  from  the  other  Depart* 
meats  of  the  Government,  I  enter  on  the  truayo  which 


I  have  been  cdied  by  the  sufirages  of  my  follew-dtf- 
lens,  with  my  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  that 
He  will  be  gracioualy  pleaaed  to  continue  to  ua  that 
protection  which  He  haa  already  ao  conspicaoualy  die- 
played  in  our  favor. 

After  which,  the  oathof  office  was  administered 
to  the  President  op  tbe  United  States  by  ths 
Chief  Justice. 

The  Senate  haTing  again  assembled, 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  of  Arrangemeou 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
notify  him  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to  receire 
any  commanieations  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  tbern. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  March  5, 1817. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBOoaH  reported  from  the  eommtt- 
lee  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Statet*,  who  informed  them  that  he  should 
this  day,  at  an  early  hour,  make  a  commanica- 
tiun  to  the  Senate.' 

After  the  conNideratioo  of  ExecQtire  business, 
,  Ordered,  That  Mr.BARBoosand  Mr. Sanporo 
be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he  may 
have  any  funber  communication  to  make  to  them, 
the  Senale  are  ready  to  adjourn. 
;  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tbursday,  March  6, 1817. 

After  tfae-eoosideratioD  of  Sxecative  busiaessi 
the  Vice  Prei^ident  having  absented  himself  for 
the  purpose,  the  Senale  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  teifipore,  sls  the  Constitution 
proTides;  and 

The  honorable  John  Qaillabd  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  Wah  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  ^m.tes,  and  acquaint  him 
that  tKe  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  tbe  Vice 
President,  elected  the  honorable  Jobn  Gaillabd 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

After  the  further  consideration  of  Ezecutipe 
business,  Mr.  Barboub  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  informed  them  he  had  no 
further  commuoications  to  make  to  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
ate eine  die. 


14th  CoH.  I8fd  Smb. 


PaO€££DINGS  AND  DEBATES 


•f  «■» 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESEKTATIVBS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESBION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONORB08,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONpAT,  DECEMBER  %,  1816. 


^^i 


MoiiD4r,  Deeemb^r  S,  1816^ 

This  beiti^  the  day  fixed  by  the  Coostitaiion 
for  the  meeting  of  Congresi,  Henry  Clav,  the 
Speaker,  TboMas  Douohertt,  the  Clerk,  aud 
the  following  members  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
seaUtjves  appeared,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

From  New  ifoMsAsre— Charles  H*  Athertan,  Wtt- 
iiuD  Hale,  Roger  Vose,  Daniel.  Webster, and  Jeduthnn 
Wilcox. 

Fiwn  JKissaeftiise^'s— William  Binrlies,  George  Brad- 
borjy  Samnel  8.  Conner,  John  W.  Ho&ert,  Cms 
Kmgy  Jeremiali  Nelson,  Albion  K,  ParriSi  John  Reed, 
Thomas  RicOt  Nathaniel  Roggles,  AsaherSteams,  8ol- 
omon  Strong,  Samnel  Tsggart,  Artemas  Ward,  and 
Uban  WheatoB* 

From  CS0flfMcflictl^-*Bpapllloditas  Chamsion,  Mm 
Divenporty  jun^  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Mootlej, 
Lewis  0.  Stmgssy  and  Bsnjamin  TaUmadge. 

From  Virfnoni — Asa  Lyon,  Charles  Marsh,  and 
JohnNoyes. 

^^om  l9ho  Korib— Asa  Adgate,  Mieah  Brooks,  Daa* 
iel  Cady,  Hemy  OtOjeharmi,  Thomas  F«  OrosvaiMnv 
John  Lovatt,  Hosea  Moffitt,  John  Ssrage,  John  W. 
Tsylory  (George  Townsend,  and  Peter  H.  Weadover. 

mm  19uo  htotjfi  Rim  BakBr,  Ephnum  Bataman, 
Beajuafai  Bmuwtt,  Lmris  Ceiidkt,  Henry  Soolbatd, 
tad  Thomas  Ward. 

Fiw»  Fenn^kania  William  Crawimd.  William 
Darliagton,  Isaac  Griffin,  John  Hahn,  Joseph  Hsister, 
Joseph  Hopkinson,  Samnel  D.  Ingham»  Jarsd  Irwio, 
Aaron  Lyk,  William  Milnor^  John  Whitesida»  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

From  Delaware-^ThomtM  Clayton. 

From  ikaryland-^ohn  C.  Heirbert,  Ssmnel  Smith, 
Philip  Stnart,  and  Robert  Wright. 

From  Vtrftnui-*Fhi]ip  P.  Barbour,  Barwell  Bas> 
leU,  James  Sredtenridge,  William  A.  Bmrwell,  Peter- 
ion  Qoodwyn,  Aylet  Hawes,  'John  F.  H«ngerlbrd^ 
Jomph  Lewis,  Jan.,  William  McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  William  H.  Roane,  Ballard  Smilli, 
rnd  Henry  St.  George  Tucker. 

From  fforth  CerolnuH^oeeph  H.  Bryan,  James  W. 
Clark,  John  Colpeper,  Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Daniel 
M.  Forney,  William  Gaslon,  Israel  Piekens,  Lewis 
WiBinu,  and  Baltlell  Ymmey. 

Am  amtk  Cflwimg  Jeto  (k  Calhvita,  Jobs  J. 


Chappell,  Beniamin  Hoger,  W{&iam  Lowndes, .  J<4m 
TaylOT,  and  William  Woodward. 

From  Odorgio— John  Forsyth,  Thomas  TeSur,  and 
Richard  H.  WUde. 

From  Xerilndky— Joseph  DeshSf  Benjamin  Herdia, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Samuel  MeiLee,  Alnejr  McLean, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Solomon  P.  Sharps  and  Mieah  TaoL 

Firom  gWmstsee  William  Q.Bkinnt,Newi>onCaa^ 
mm.  Bonnet  H.  Henderaon,  Samuel  Powell,  Jaiua  B. 
Reynolds,  and  Isaac  Thomas. 

From  OAto— John  Alszandsr»  James  CaldweU*  alid 
David  Clendennin. 

FVom  Louimtma    Thomas  B.  Robertson. 


The  following  new  members  also  appearod,  to 
wit;  from  Massachusetts,  BBNJAaiii  Adams,  ia 
the  room  of  Elijah  Biighami  deceased,  and  Jambs 
Cabb;  from  New  York,  Abobibald  S.  Clabkb, 
in  the  room  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  resigned ;  from 
Pennsyirania,  William  FiBDiAr;  from  Mary- 
land, Pbtbb  Littlb,  in  the  room  of  William 
Pinkaey^  reaigaed,  and  Gbobob  Pbtbr,  in  the 
room  or  Alexander  C.  Hanson,  resigned ;  from 
North  Carolina,  Samuel  Dioxehs^  in  the  room 
of  Richard  Stanford,  deceased,  and  Cbablbs 
Hooks,  in  the  room  of  William  R.  King^  ra- 
signed ;  from  Kentocky,  Thomas  Fletcbbb.  in 
the  room  of  lames  Clark,  resigned ;  from  Onio, 
WiLLUM  Hbmbt  Habrison,  in  the  room  of  John 
McLean,  resigned-;  and  from  IndianSf  William 
HBADBtCKs:  who  severally  prodoced  their  ci»- 
deniials,  and  took  their  seats;  the  oath  to  soppoft 
the  CoostitotioQ  of  the  United  States  being  Aral 
administsrsd  to  them  by  the  Spbakbb. 

William  LATTiMoitB,  the  Delttste  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  appeared,  ana  took  hiaaeat 

Two  new  Delegates  appearea,  to  wit :  from  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  Nathahibl  Pope;  and  from 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  Joan  Scott;  who 
seTerally  produced  their  credentials,  were  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seats. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  or  members  of  the  House^  being 

g resent,  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  acquaint  tha 
lenate  therewith. 
Oa  motioB  of  Mr*  WbxohTi  a  committee  was 
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StcMding'  Comtniiiee^, 


Deckmbeh,  1816. 


appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Hodse,  to  join  tiuch 
committee  as  may  beRppoinied  oo  the  pari  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Unite  i 
Stales,  and  roform  him  that  a  qooram  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  thai  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them;  and  Mr.  Wrigbt  and  Mr.  Tallmaoqb 
were  appointed  of  the  said  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The 
Senate  concur  in  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee,  to  wait  on  the  Presi-^ 
dent  of  the  United  Statea^  and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  lo  them,and  have  appointed  a  committee 
00  their  parr. 

Mr.  Waigbt  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, to  wit:    ' 

Suohed,  That  theConstitntion  of  the  United  States, 
toaethf  r  with  the  RoIps  and  Orden  of  the  House,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution, 
and  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  thereto. 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabbis,  the  Clerk  was  di- 
rected to  procure  newspapers  from  any  number  of 
offices  that  the  members  may  elect:  Provided, 
thai  the  expense  thereof  do  not  exceed  the  price 
of  t  h  ree  da  il  y  pa  pe  rs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor«  of  New  Yot-k. 

Ordef'ed.  That  the  daily  hour  to  which  the 
House  shall  stand  adjourned,  be  twelve  o'clock, 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

And  then  the  Houde  adjourned. 


TuBSDAT,  December  3. 

Sereral  other  members,  to  wir:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Benjamin  Brown  and  Timotbt  Pick- 
sbing;  from  Rhode  Islatidi  Jaugs  B.  Mason; 
from  Connecticut,  Timothy  Pitkin;  from  Ver- 
mont, Cbadncby  Lanooon;  from  New  Toik 
Outer  C.  Comstock,  James  W.  Wilkin,  Jabgz 
D.  Hammono,  Jambs  Birosall,  and  Abraham 
H.  ScHENCK ;  from  Pennsylvania,  William  Wil- 
son, William  Maclay,  and  Thomas  Smith; 
from  Maryland,  George  Bafr;  from  Vir^rinia. 
Magnus  Tate,  Jambs  Pleasants,  juo.,  and  John 
Kerr;  and  from  North  Carolina,  William  C. 
LoYB,  appeared,  and  look  their  seats. 

Two  new  members  also  appeared,  to  wit :  from 
JJew  York,  Daniel  Avery,  in  the  room  of  Bnos 
T.  Throop,  resigned;  and  from  Pennsylvania, 
William  P.  Maclay,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Bumside,  resrgoed,  who  severally  produced  their 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  committee  ap 
pointed  to  wait  Oo  the  Pre>ident  of  the  United 
Btates)  and  inforin  him  that  the  two  Houses, 
baving  formed  a  quorum,  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed that  service,  apd  that  the  President  an- 


swered that  be  would  make  a  communication  to 
the  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Messaite  was  then  received  from  the  Prbsi- 
obnt  op  tbb  Uniteo  States,  which  was  de- 
livered in  at  ibe  Speaker's  table.  The  Message 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  that  five  thousand  copies  thereof 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  Con- 
jrress.  [For  this  Message  see  SenaCe  proceedings, 
aa/e  page  11.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resulution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  have  the 
application  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  the  Library,  and  have  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee on  their  part.  The  Senate  hare  also  passed 
a  resolution  for  ihe  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee for  enrolled,  bills,  and  have  appointed  Mr. 
RuGGLES  on  their  part. 

The  said  resolutions  Were  severally  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  of 
New  York,  Hopkinson,  and  Tucker,  were  ap- 
pointed of  the  Library  Committee,  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  and  Messrs.  Crawporo  and  Taol 
were  appointed  of  the  Committee  of  Enrolled 
Bills. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hugh  Nelson: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadicitiy  bt 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Representatives 
and  the  Delegates  from  Territories,"  passed  March 
19. 1816. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  ^Will  the  House 
now  consider  this  resolution?"  and  determined 
in  the  negative, 

STANDING  COMMrrTEE& 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownoes,  the  Hotue  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees, pursuant  to  the  rnlea  and  orders  of  the 
Houne.  Whereupon,  the  following  were  ap- 
pointed : 

Cf  IFolftafitfAfeafir— Mr.Lowodes,  Mr.Smitb, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Wil- 
kin. Mr.  Gkston,  and  Mr.  Henderson. 

0/  EleclicnB-^Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  Mr. 
PicKering,  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Haho,  Mr. 
Vose,  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr,  Thomas. 

()f  Commerce  and  MamtfcLCturee — ^Mr.  Newton, 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Uulbert,  Mr.  Parris,  Mr.  Milnor, 
Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Forney. 

Q^CSaima— Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr. 
Goodwyn,Mr.  Davenport, Mr.  Lyle,  Mr.  Hardin, 
and  Mr.  Lyon. 

For  ike  Dktrid  of  Cb2ttni6ia— Mr.  Tucker,  Mr. 
Lewia,  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Wendo- 
ver,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Mr.  Peier. 

Oft  PtiWc  JLofuif— Mr.  Robertsoa,  Mr.  Mc- 
Li>an,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Stnrges,  Mr.  Harri^oa,  Mr. 
Williams,  and  Mr.  Hendricks 

On  the  Poet  Office  and  PoH  Roade^Mt.  I09- 
Batn,Mr.  Cannou,  Mr.  Bfeckettffidge,Mr.  Avery, 
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PnmdaU^M  Mtuagt* 


H.  or  ft. 


Mr.  Carr  of  MuMchttsetts^  Mr*  Caldwell,  and 
Mr.  No)fet. 

On  Peiuion»  and  Betoluiicnary  CSaimM — Mr. 
Cbappelly  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Sooih* 
ard,  Mr.  Wileox,  Mr.  Wbeatoo,  and  Mr.  Cro- 
cbfroQ. 

Of  Fubiic  Espendiiuret^-'Mf.  Pickens,  Mr. 
Barboor,  Mr.  Uamoiood,  Mr.  Cbaropioo,  Mr. 
Scbenck,  Mr.  Tbomas  Wilaoni  and  Mr«  Jtieremiab 
Nelson. 

On  the  JWiaary— Mr.  Ha^h  Nelson,  Mr. 
Wilde,  Mr.  Hopkinsoo,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Ormsby, 
Mr.  Webster,,  aod  Mr.  Love. 

Of  AccmmtB^Mr,  Little,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr. 
Sd  wards*. 

On  RenmA  and  Vnfimaked  Acfraeer— Mr. 
Coadict  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  William  Maelay. 

On  Privaia  Land  Ooum— Mr.  Sharp,  Mr. 
Clark  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Atber- 
tOD,  and  Mr.  Hoger. 


WsniiESDAT,  December  4. 

Two  other  members^  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Samobl  R.  Brrra;  and  from  Pennsylvania, 
HooB  Qlaboow  ;  appeared  and  took  tbeir  seals. 

A  new  member  also  appeared,  to  wit :  from 
Virgioia,  Tbomab  M.  Nblaor,  in  the  place  of 
Thomas  Obolson,  deceased ;  who  produced  fai« 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbticolos,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioner  appointed 
to  mark  and  surrey  a  road  from  Tennessee  river, 
through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  together  with  the 
amuuot  of  expendiinres  for  performing  the  said 
aerviee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
sppoiDtment  of  two  Chaplains,  during  the  present 
session,  of  dtflferent  denominations,  one  by  each 
House,  who  shall  interchange  weekly }  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  otthis  House. 

The  reaoJtMion  #as  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

THE  PRESIDENrs  MESSAGE. 


The  House  baring  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 


«age  was  made  by  several  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York,  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  concurred  in  by  the  House : 

1*  Reaohed^  Thst  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
I^resident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  ForeigD  Afisirs»  and  to  our  commercial  Inter- 
coQiM  with  British  colonial  ports,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

^  Resohtdf  That  so  much  ef  the  President's  Mes- 
*>Se  ai  retfttes  to  Military  Aflbirl^  be  refenred  to  a 
•tiect  committee. 

3.  JUaoiped,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. «s  relates  to  a  re-orgaoixation  of  the  militia,  ba 
fsffrred4o  a  select  committee. 

i.  tUaohtd  That  samneh  of  the  PrsoMant'a  Mes- 


sage as  relatea  to  Naval  Aibin*  be  relerrad  to  a  selaci 
committee. 

6.  lUaohed  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Msa- 
eage  as  relates  to  Msnofsctures,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maaufactures. 

6.  Huohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Preeident's  Msa- 
ssge  as  relates  to  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

7.  Ruolvtd,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relstes  to  the  anifbrmitj  of  weights  ami  meap 
surest  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Ruoived,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Msa- 
sage  as  relatee  to  the  National  University,  be  referrad 
to  a  select  committee. 

9.  JUwhredj  That  so  much  of  the  President's  lfB*> 
sage  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Ganalsb  be  rafimed  to  a 
select  committee. 

10.  Rtmdved^  lliat  somueh  of  the  President's  Mea* 
sage  as  relatea  to  a  rsvisal  of  the  Criminal  Code  and 
a  remodifieatton  of  the  Jodiciarj  Establishment,^be  ra> 
tnnA  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

11.  Ruohftd,  That  eo  moch  of  the  President's  Maa* 
sage  as  relstee  to  the  more  effectual  prohibition  of  the 
African  sbve  trade,  tie  referred  to  a  select  committesw 

\%.  Ruohed^  That  so  much  of  the  Preeident's  Mea- 
esge  as  rslatee  to  the  office  of  Atturnsj  General,  and 
to  the  establishment  of  an  additional  Department  ia 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government*  be  relerred 
to  a  select  committee. 

13.  Resolved,  1*hat  so  much  of  the  President's  Men* 
sage  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

14.  Resohed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Msa- 
sage  as  relatee  to  an  Uniform  National  Correocy,  ba 
refrnad  to  a  select  committee. 

16.  Bimioedf  That  the  eaid  select  committaea  have 
leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  otherwise* 

Mr.  Forsytn,  Mr.  Smiib,  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Gkosvenor,  Mr.'King,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Darlington,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  par:iuant  to  the  first  rcaola- 
tton. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  BLentoeky,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr* 
Desha,  Mr.  Ward,  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Peter,  Mr* 
Thomas  M.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  DickenSf  were  ap* 
pointed  a  commitiee  pursuant  to  the  aecond 
resolution. 

Mr.  Harriaon,  Mr.  Tallmad^e,  Mr.  Blotint,  Mr. 
Roane,  Mr.  Taul,Mr.  Hongerlord.nnd  Mr.  Marah. 
were  appointed  a  committee  purauant  to  the  third 
resulutiun. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Betta,  Mr.  Cnlpeper,  Mr. 
Lovett,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  ScearOs,  and  Mr. 
Clendennin,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  fourth  resulutiun. 

Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Adgate,  Mr. 
Baer,  Mr.  Woodward,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  Mr. 
Fletcher,  were  appointed  a  commtuee  puratiaoc 
to  the  sixth  resolution. 

Mr.  Pitkin.  Mr.  Calhoon,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  Mr. 
McKee,  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr.  Clark^ 
of  New  York,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  aerenth  resolution. 

Mr.  Wilde,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Breekenridgaw 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Birdsall,  and  Mf^ 
Heister,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to' 
the  eighth  resolution. 
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Mr.TlieiRas  Wilson,  Mr.  Broeks,  Mr.Gtttnoft, 
Mr.  BatemsD,  Mr*  Taneey,  Mr.  Adams,  ana  Mr. 
H4.wes,  were  ap{K>inted  a  committee  parsoaat  to 
the  ninth  resolution. 
V    Mr.  Piekering,  Mr.  Comstock,  Mr.  Condiet, 

gr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Taggait,  Mr.  Cilley,  and  Mr.  - 
ooks,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursoant  to 
the  eleventh  resolution. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Bassett.  Mr.  WilUaoa  Wil- 
son, Mr.  RttggUs,Mr.  Forsytiifllr.  Bennett,  and 
Mr.  Tate,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  twelfth  resolution. 

Mr.  Caihoon.  Mr.  Wehaier  Mr.  Hulbert*  Mr. 
Whiteside,  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Towneend,  and  Mr. 
CHasgow,  were  appointed  a  committee  putsuant 
10  the  fourteenth  resolution. 

> 

GQMPiaf8ATI02i  LAW. 

My.  Jobi«80n^  of  Kentueky,  said  tlM^t  be  had, 
on  a)l  political  oeeasions  eoofsulied  his  best  Judg- 
ment, and  be  bad  always  voted  irltb  a  view 
to  promote  the  interest,  and  support  tbe  honor 
and  rig bts  of  those  who  had,  hj  their  socages, 
gtren  him  a  place  upon  the  floor  of  Congress. 
That  he  bad  ezpressea  the  sentiments  of  bis  con- 
stituents, and  his  conduct  ha^  generally  been  ap- 
probated and  sanctioned  by  them ;  that  this  ooio- 
cidence  of  political  views,  and  confidence  in  his 
wishes  for  their  happiness  and  prosperity  had  left 
biok  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  own  course  of  con- 
duct. That,  notwithstanding  tU'w  state  of  thingi^ 
ke  had  alweys  bdieved  In  the  ri^^t  of  inslroc- 
tmtk  i  end,  at  any  time  di^tn^  bis  polttieal  eouna 
be  should  have  considered  btmaeCf  both  bonofled 
uod'boond  by  the  will  of  hie  conaiitaeiils ;  the 
^ture  of  tbe  trust  implied  a  doty,  on  |he  part  of 
the  Representative,  that  be  will  consult  the  hap- 
piness, and  carry  into  eflfeet,  as  far  as  be  knows 
It,  the  will  of  thiose  who  elect  Um. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  discontent  that  bad 
manifested  itself  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  his  own  district,  be  was  left  to  take 
that  course  which  honor  and  duty  dictated ;  and 
that,  so  far  as  he  could  infer  tbe  will  of  his  con- 
ftituentSy  it  should  have  a  controlling  influence 
upon  his  mind ',  because  the  .want  of  written  in- 
struction did  not  weaken  the  binding  efficacy  of 
the  great  fbndamental  principle  to  wbieb  he  al- 
luded. Tbe  want  of  a  written  Ifaipression  may, 
by  possibility,  mislead  tbe  best  among  us;  of 
eoufse,  that  would  give  a  high  claim  to  indul- 
gence. On  this  subject,  he  had  no  doubt  he  should 
meet  the  sanction  ind  the  approbation  of  those 
bonorable  and  patriotic  men,,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  &ults,  had  continued  their  confidence 
in  him.  Many  considerations  had  entered  Into 
bis  mind  in  makibg  a  motion  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  com- 
pensation law.  One  object,  was  to  gratify  that 
portion  of  his  constituents  who  were  opposed  to 
tbe  measure.  He  said  a  portion  of  his  constitu- 
ents, because  he  well  knew  that  many,  very  many, 
of  his  political  friends,  were  in  favor  of  ti^  nseas- 
ure,botb  as  to  mode  and  amount ;  some  were  de- 
sirous that  an  experiment  might  be  made,  others 
disliked  tb^  mode,  but  do  not  object  to  tbe  amount 


and  many  other  minor  dtlfereneeB}  but  bo  weU 
knew  that  they  would  all  either  nnite  or  aequi- 
eeee  in  a  repeal  of  the  stntiiie ;  tb«t  tbe  pahiie 
mind  might  betraaquillijed;  tbattbegMut  mass 
of  infiammabk  matter  wbieb  was  afloat  oiiftbt  be 
decomposed  and  rendered  harmless ;  thai  hobby 
riders  may  be  dismounted,  and  popalanty-traps 
put  flat  on  the  surface ;  for  he  never  intended,  i( 
be  ooold  make  any  other  shift,  to  ride  the  oae,  or 
set  tbe  other.    He  claimed  tbe  indulgence  of  the 
House,  to  esplaia  lo  them  what  t»  miended  by 
bis  motion.    He  bed  heard  of  a  variety  of  eom- 
pensation  bills,  so  called,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
idenUly  tbe  ome  be  intended  M>  embraee  by  bis 
motion.   He  did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  a  compan- 
satiott  bill,  ii4iicb  gave  to  members  of  Congress 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  pcur  sessiooy  whether  exta 
or  the  ffiCM  auMiai  session,  poinied  out  by  the 
Fedeml  Constitution,  by  which  eaeb  member 
could  draw  as  many  fifteen  hundred  dollars  as 
the  sessions  in  which  he  served ;  no  such  bill  can 
be  found  upon  the  Journals  of  the  House.    He 
did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  that  compensation  bill 
wbieb  allowed  members  of  Congress  fifteen  ban- 
dred  dollars  per  annum,  whether  present  dttring 
the  session,  or  absent,  at  home,  oi  etsewbere,  oa 
cbeir  own  business.  Sueb  compensation  law  can- 
not be  found  in  tbe  statute  boob.    He  did  net 
intend  a  repeal  of  that  eoapensntton  law  which 
had  given  to  tbe  members  of  Congress  si<  dollan 
a  day  until  its  passage,  end  then  tbe  fifteen  baa- 
dred  dollars.    He  bad  noitbing  to  do  with  such  a 
measure,  as  no  sueb  measure  bad  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress.    He  did  not  intend  a  repeal  of  that 
compensation  law  which  violated  tne  Goaetitu* 
tion,  Ant  be  bad  never  given  a  vote  upon  an]r  such 
measure,  although  he  well  knew  that  a  rejected 
amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  bad  been  pub- 
lished as  a  partof  that  sOcred  iostrumentttoindoce 
a  belief  that  avarice  bad  driven  Congieas  from 
tbe  path  of  doty.    He  bnd  nothing  to  do  witb 
these  and  other  oompensetion  bills,  so  called, 
which  existed  only  in  tbe  visiotts  of  lancy,  tbe 
colorings  of  partyi  and  tbe  misieyesentatioos  of 
faction  ;  and  these  misrepresentations,  wiibotber 
causes,  bad  combined  in  a  manner  so  powerful 
and  soworcible,  to  excite  the  jealousjr  of  tbe  peo- 
ple.   Nothing  less  oould  have  excited  in  such 
a  degree  their  suspicipn  and  displeasure  against 
their  Representatives,  inducing  them,  in  many 
cases,  to  withdraw  confidence,  under  every  con- 
cession, and  refusing  explanations  from  pubLie 
servanu  who  had  never  deviated  before.    He  in- 
tended, by  bis  motion,  to  repeal  a  oompensntioa 
law,  which  gave  to  members  of  Congress  a  gross 
sum  of  fifteen  hundrea  dollars  for  tneir  services, 
provided  they  discharged,  with  fidelity,  every  day 
of  every  session,  the  duties  of  Representative,  and 
not  otherwise,  whether  one  or  more  sessions  dar- 
ing tbe  Congressional  year,  in  lieu  of  tbe  six  dol- 
lars per  day  ;  a  compensation  law  which  placed 
them  on  an  equality  with  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
the  Doorkeeper,  the  Assistant  Pooikeeper,  the 
Chief  Clerk,  and  the  Engrossing  Cierk ;  and,  on 
a  footing,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  of  half  as 
mnch  as  we  give  to  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House;  a 
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eompeoaiion  Itw,  wliioh  was  topporled  mid 
ToM  foihju,  majonty  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
msa,  and  signod  hj  the  Pfesideat  of  the  Uaited 
States;  a  oompenaation  law,  which  was  acfcoowl« 
edged  by  erery  member  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
HoQse  to  be.  just,  if  aol  politic,  by  taking  the  fif- 
teen hoDdred  dollars ;  for  he  was  informed  that 
every  member,  one  from  Virginia  ezcepled.  had 
takea  tl&e  money,  which  waacondasiTe  OTiaenee 
that  they  4id  not  consider  it  public  robbery.  And 
the  honoiable  gt ntlemaa  from  Virginia  did  not 
lefose  the  money  beeaose  he  thought  it  unjust, 
for  he  adroeated  the  measure;  upon  principle 
only  he  could  not  agree  to  en^bmce  the  present 
CoDgreM.    The  worth  of  that*  member  was  well 
known  to  the  House;  and  as  to  those  who  had 
Toted  against  the  measure,  and  had  received  the 
eompensaliOD,  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  people 
of  any  district  would  hare  eoasplained  of  amr 
soeh  member,  who  had  onlv  takien  that  which 
had  been  allowed  other  members  by  law.  In  jus- 
tice to  himself,  to  the'Hous^  and. particularly  to 
the  natioa,  he  coaoeiTed  it  nis  duty  thus  to  dia-, 
tiagoish  the  real  from  the  fictitious  comp^sation 
laws;  for  the  age ef  reason  had  not  pasaed'away, 
and  although  there  may  have' been  a  temporary 
aerifiee  of  worth  and  meriti  it  onanot  continue. 
Mr.  J.  mid,  aach  had  been  the  artificial  and  on- 
natuial  excitement  against  the  compensation  bill, 
that  a  particular  friend  of  his  called  upon  his 
debtor  to  discharge  a  written  obligation  under 
I»od  and  seal;  upon  presenting  the  note,  the 
debtor  demand^  to  know  of  his  creditor,  whether 
he  was  iii  favor  of  the  compensation  bill ;  and, 
opon  bein|^  answered  in  the  affirmative,  payment 
was  positiTeiy  refused.    This  was  not  all.    He 
had  understood  if  a  constable  presented  himself 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  preferment  and 
promotion,  he  was  called  on  to  now  if  he  was 
ia  farorot  the  compensation  bilL    If  the  iuatiee 
of  the  peace  wanted  to  be  sheriff^  he  coulcl  think 
ef  no  better  expedient  than  to  denounce  the  com- 
peaiation  bill ;  and  particularly  those  who  ofibred 
ss  candidates  to  represent  counties  in  the  State 
Legislatorea,  a  denunciation  of  the  compensation 
bill  was  made  a  ame  fua  mm,    in  fact,  bv  these 
and  other  meaos,  the  poor  compansatioQ  oill  ex- 
cited mor«  discontent  than  the  allea^or  seditioD 
laws,  the  quaH  war  with  France,  the  internal 
taxes  of  1798,  the  embargo,  the  Ute  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  or  any  one 
measure  oi  the  Gorernment,  from  iu  existence. 
Saeh  efieets  could  Qot  naturally  result  from  the 
measure  under  consideration,  but  from  the  mis- 
representation of  designing  men,  and  from  a  mia- 
uoderstandittg  of  it  by  the  Tirtoous,  the  faithful, 
the  honesty  yeomanry  of  the  country.  Mr.  J.  said, 
this  reminded  him  of  another  story  that  was  told 
him,  of  a  young  gentleman  haTing  made  kaown 
to  the  father  of  a  beautiful  daughter,\hiB  wish  to 
visit  the  house  on  her  account ;  Who  dfsmanded 
of  the  young  nutn,  as  a  prelliiiinary,  whether  he 
was  in  faror  of  the  eempensatioa  bill !    This 
brings  me,  said  Mr.  J.,  to  the  most  natural  part 
of  the  inquiry-*the  ampuot  of  compensation.    If 
we  consider  this  subject  in  an  abitract  or  poeitiTe 


point  of  Tiaw,  we  must  take  a  Tariety  of  cir- 
cumstances into  the  calculation,  and  it  may  be 
difficult  to  smrwhat  ia  the  precisesum  that  should 
be  given.  If  a  married  man  shall  bring  his  faa^-^ 
ily  with  him,  he  wrill  Incur  an  expense  mater 
than  to  come  alone.  If  a  member  shoda  come 
alone  to  the  City  of  Washington,  he  incurs  less 
expense  than  if  compelled  to  bring  one  serranty 
or  an  attendant,  with  him,  to  aid  him  on  the  road^ 
and  when  at  the  city,  to  take  from  him  the  troi^» 
ble  of  a  thousand  call^  which  would  break  in 
upon  his  time,  and  render  him,  in  a  great  mcaa^ 
sure^  ttselen  to  his  constituents ;  or  by  payiqg  the 
mme  for  extra  attention  at  the  boardinff  housea* 
Or  the  amount  of  expense  may  depena  upon  a 
thousand  other  conaidentione^^whether  a  mem- 
ber shall  drink  water  alone,  or  whiskey,  or  bmn- 
dy,  or  Madetm,  or  Champaign;  or  whether  a 
member  shall  occupy  a  room  alone,  or  whjSthar 
he  can  find  some  kindred  spirit  to  occupy  a  room 
together.  But  this  part  oi  the  sul^ect  cannot  be 
reduced  4o  anything  like  naathematical  preciilott, 
as  to  the  amount  of  compeaaation.  Bot  this  l 
hare  said,  and  this  I  now  repeat,  that  for  married 
or  single,  with  eervanto  or  without  servaata,  with 
horses  or  without  horses,  fifteen  hundred  doUan^ 
as  a  Bioney-maksng  scheme,  is  a  poor  bumess, 
whether  applied  to  the  farmer,  the  mechaaie,tlia 
lawyer,  the  doctor,  or  any  other  other  class  of  the 
oommuaity;  such  is  the  necessary  expenee  and 
Mcrifice  in  being  a  member.  Nor  is  it  my  wish 
that  it  should  be  a  money-making  busanesii.  It 
is  my  wish  ta  receive  my  comp^mtien  from 
the  people  whom  I  repraseat,  and  not  from  any 
other  quarter.  I  despise  prodigality,  extrnvaganeOi 
and  InxursTf  and  equally  despise  griping  avarice; 
and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  eases  ef  moneyi  1 
would  be  governed  by  the  principles  of  economy 
--fix  no  unnecessary  burden  oo  the  peepte>«-b«c 
they  must  support  their  libertieaaad  the  Qovem^ 
meat  of  their  choice,  by  a  moderate  and  lational 
system  of  necessary  auaplieai  But|  leaving  this 
poaiti  ve  view  of  the  subject,  comparatively  spealo 
ing,  the  compensation  to  members  of  Coag^rase  ia 
inadequate,  aad,  to  equalize^  you  must  either 
level  or  reduce  the  salaries  of  most  of  the  officers 
of  Government,  or  you  must  add  to  the  per  diem 
which  has  been  received  by  the  members  hereto- 
fore;  and  I  believe  the  people  have  not  yet  in- 
structed the  members  of  Congrem  to  lessen  the 
salaries  of  officers  which  have  been  fixed  by  the 
patriots  of  the  country  for  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards; aad  the  people  must  love  liberty  leHi,and 
money  more,  than  at  present,  to  take  suoh  a  step; 
and  wiien  I  introduce  the  salaries  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  from  memory,  if 
way  of  comparison,  it  is  not  to  alarm,  or  to  imply 
that  there  should  be  a  dimiaution  or  rednctioa» 
but  to  undeceive  the  people  as  to  this  monstrous 
law.  which  gives  $1,500  to  members  of  Congress. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  receives  a 
aalary  of  ^25,000  per  aoqum,  which  adoiounts  to 
968  49  per  day* 

Vfee  President,  9^,000  per  annum,  which,  al- 
lowitfg  the  seMions  to  average  four  months,  is 
•illOperday^ 
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Secretary  of  State,  95,000,  which  is  $13.70  per 

Bpcretary  of' the  Treasury, -$5,000,  which  is 
913  70  per  day. 

Secretary  of  War,  $4,500,  which  is  $11^  32  per 

day. 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  $4,500,  which  is  $12  33 
per  day. 

Foreifrn  Ministerfi,  $9,000.  which  is  $84  65  per 
day^  besides  an  oaifit  of  $9  000. 

Chief  Justice,  $4,000,  which,  allowing  the  time 
occupied  in  travelliDg  and  attendance  to  be 
four  months,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  in 
each  year,  is  $33  S3  per  day. 

Associate  Judges,  $3,500,  which  is,  for  one  hun^ 
dred  and  twenty  days,  $29  16  per  day. 

Postmaster  General,  $3,000  per  annum. 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  $3,500  per  an- 
num. 

Treasurer,  3.000  per  annum. 

Auditor  of  tne  Treasury,  $3,000  per  annom. 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  $3,000  per  annum. 

Commissioner  of  the  General  I^nd  Office, 
$3,000  per  annum. 

Commissioner  of  Internal  Rerenue,  $3,000  per 
annum. 

Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies, 
$3,000  per  annum. 

Attorney  General.  $3|000  pernnnum. 

Accountants  of  the  war  and  Nary  Depart- 
ments, each  $2,000  per  aooum. 

And  about  thirty  clerks  in  the  different  offices, 
from  $1 500  to  $2,500  per.  annum. 

In  FtT^nto.'— Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
$2,500  per  anoum,  which,  nllowing  four  months, 
or  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  for  the  whole 
time  occupied  in  a  year,  is  $20  83  per  day. 

Judges  of  the  District  Courts,  $1,500  per  an- 
num, which,  for  three  months,  or  ninetjr  days,  the 
extent  of  time  occupied,  is  $16  66  per  clay. 

In  Pemtaylnama.— The  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
CoUrt  receive  $2,000  per.  annum,  which,  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days,  the  extent  of  the  time 
occupied  in  a  year,  is  $16  66  per  day,  besides 
tYavelling  expenses.  ^ 

The  presidents  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
81}600  per  annum,  which,  allowing  five  months 
for  the  time  occupied,  is  $10  66  per  day,  besides 
travelling  expenses;  and  all  the  officers  in  Penn- 
aylvania,  from  the  constable  upwards,  have  re* 
ceived  an  increase  of  compensation,  within  ten 
years,  of  at  least  fift]r  per  cent. 

But  it  is  said  the  judm  are  commissioned,  and 
of  course  it  is  implied  that'tbey  are  in  service  the 
whole  year;  but,  by  the  same  implication  orient 
intendment|  a  member  of  Cooffress  is  iaservi<;e 
also  the  Vfholt  year.  If,  in  isct,  a  member  6f 
Congress  is  in  session  as  many  days  as  a  judge  in 
the  year,  his  actual  service  is  as  great.  In  vaca- 
tion he  is  supposed  to  be  employed,  as  it  is  his 
dutv,  in  reading  and  study.  The  same  remark 
will  appiv  to  a  member  of  Congress,  and  if  he  is 
presumed  to  be  as  faithful  as  a  judge,  he  will  read 
asjnueh,  and  study  as  much;  and  I  would  ask, 
if  it  should  be  less  necessary  for  the  Legislature 
to  be  enlightened,  that  controls  every  branch  of 


the  Gbvernment,  than  the  Judiciary  or  the  Bxe* 
cutive  Departmentii?  But  the  duties  of  a  judge 
disqualify  him  from  being  a  lawyer,  and  he  hai 
no  time  to  sopeiintend  his  farm,  or  practice  med- 
icine, ^c.  In  this  respect  the  member  of  Con- 
gress must  give  up  his  practice  at  the  bar:  and 
in  the  case  of  the  iarmer  or  the  doctor,  the  judge 
has  greatly  the  advantage,  because  the  service  he 
fierforms  only  separates  him  from  those  avoca- 
lions  for  short  internals.  These  disqualification! 
will  not  apply  to  State  Lpgislatnres,  for  there  the 
term  of  service  is  at  a  period  when  the  neighbors 
are  healthy,  the  farmer  only  attending  to  his 
stock,  the  courts  of  justice  closed,  and  the  term 
of  service  so  short,  and  the  distance  so  inconsid- 
erable, that  the  sacrifice  cannot  be  compared  to  a 
six  months'  siege.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  other 
members,  but,  as  to  myself,  I  am  as  much  engaged 
in  the  public  service  during  the  recess  as  i  am  at 
the  City  of  Washington;  the  only  difference  is, 
that  I  am,  a  good  part  of  my  time,  upon  my  own 
farm,  and  not  at  the  expense  incurred  from  it. 
This  measure,  which  has  excited  so  much  dis- 
content, involves  feeling  and  not  principle;  and, 
with  the  advantage  taken  of  it  by  the  designing, 
the  nature  of  the  measure  was  well  oalculated  to 
rouse  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  by  our  increas- 
ing our  own  compensation;  but  they  should  re* 
coUtrct  that  they  have  ffiven  us  that  power,  and 
no  other  branch  of  the  Governnient  can  uke  bold 
of  it.  The  Constitution  vests  us  with  that  power, 
and  perhaps  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United 
States  of  America  who  can  suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  present  compensation  1  allude  to— 
the  six  dollars  per  day — can  remain  permanent  as 
the  laws  of  the  Modes  and  Persians,  while  there 
is  a  gradual  depreciation  of  money,  and  a  propor- 
tionable increase  of  the  cost  of  diet,  of  clothing, 
and  all  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  to  gift  a  mem- 
orable example  of  the  forbearance  of  Congress  to 
touch  this  subject,  until  driven  to  it  by  necessity, 
the  compensation  nas  been  at  six  dollars  per  diem 
from  the  origin  of  the  Government,  upwards  of 
tweoty-«ix  years  ago,  and  in  1796  the  aerreaot- 
at-arms  and  the  doorkeeper  received  six  dollars 
per  day,  and  their  compensation  was  converted 
into  a  gross  sum  of  $1,500  prerious  to  the  last 
session ;  and  I  presume  we  could  not  be^cbarged 
with  corruption  or  prodigality  in  this  rcapect;  at 
least  we  gave  it  to  others,  and  received  no  mora 
ourselves  than  we  gave  to  the  servants  of  the 
House ;  and  when  we  did  regulate  our  own  pay, 
we  only  placed  ourselves  on  an  equality  with  the 
servants  of  servants;  no  disrespect  meant  to  otir 
faithful  sergeant-at-«rms  and  doorkeeper.  But  I 
have  always  said,  that  my  ffreat  object  was  reforoL 
in  the  proceedioffs  of  the  House;  the  sum  was  not 
important  in  an  individual  pointof  view,although 
I  have  never  thought  1  was  undeserving  of  tbe 
$1,500,  nor  do  my  constituents  believe  it.  But 
tbe  mode  makes  us  salary  officers.  Indeed  I  and 
what  mastic  is  there  in  the  name  of  salary  offi- 
cers ?  The  only  difference  between  a  snlarj  offi- 
cer aud  a  per  diem,  is  simply  in  the  mode  or  pay- 
ment, and  not  in  the  amount.  It  is  immaterial 
whether  you  give  ^the  President  hia  sixty-eight 
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dollars  per  diif,  or  whether  he  dnwi  his  |25.(M)0 
quarter-jrearljr.  The  same  .may  be  said  of  the 
Military,  and  the  Bxecutirei  aod  the  Judicial  de- 
parrmeols. 

The  per  diem  allowance  originated  from  the 
necessity  and  convenience  of  members,  who  had 
daily  calls  upon  them ;  and  the  salarv  officer  was 
made  such  from  a  conveniebce  in  ine  payment 
qaarter^yearly,  or  semi-annually.    It  js  impossi- 
ble to  make  any  other  distinction.    I  beliere  a 
fross  sum  will  reform  the  proceedings  of  the 
louse;  and  although  the  people  may  eban^ 
their  representatives  ererv  Congress,  the  ease  will 
not  be  altered ;  they  will  fiot,  in  the  a^regate, 
find  men  mort  eoUgbtened,  more  patriotic,  more 
industrious,  or  leas  avaricious;  and  it  is  always 
best  to  blend  self-interest  and  patriotism  together, 
if  it  can  be  done;  and  the  most  beneficial  results, 
in  my  bumble  optoioUi  were  discovered  from  its 
operation  at  the  la»t  session.    But  I  deny  that 
members  of  Congress  are  made  salary  officers — 
at  least  they  60  not  partake  of  the  advantages  of 
a  salary  officer.    lo  the  Eiecutive,  or  Jodiciarv, 
or  Military,  or  Naval  departments!  in  case  of  siei* 
aess  or  absence  on  furlough,  no  dedociioo  is  made 
from  the  pay  of  the  officer.    If  they  languish  on 
a  bed  of  sickness,  under  their  own  roof,  and  aor- 
roonded  by  their  own  friends^  the  act  of  God  does 
not  lessen  their  claims  upon  their  country  for 
support ;  bat  if  a  member  of  Congress  should  be 
pisced  io  the  same  situation,  he  receives  no  part 
of  his  fifteen  hqndred  dollars;  and,  if  detained 
after  the  session  terminates,  he  receives  no  addi- 
tional compensation.    He  miist  perform  the  ser- 
rice  to  entitle  him  to  the  money.    The  Boman 
diadem  was  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  his- 
tory  gives  us  the  eooseouences ;  and  if  making 
money  or  saving  money  be  the  object  of  the  peo- 
ple, there  is  no  district  in  the  Uuited  States  so 
poor,  but  could  forni»h  some  character  to  serve 
for  oothins^,  aod,  if  required,  wuuld  give  to  the 
poblic  Treaanry  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  a 
teat  in  Congress:  but  then  we  should  have  a  very 
different  Congress  from  that  which  is  now  so 
much  identified  with  the  honor  and  rights  of  the 
Dstton.  The  rich  aristocracy  of  the  country,  who 
could  roll  in  their  carriages,  or  the  profligate,  who 
would  wish  to  put  themselves  in  the  OMrket, 
would  generally  compose  a  Congress  under  such 
an  organization.    We  have  a  memorable,  a  very 
memorable  example  before  us,  of  legislators  serv- 
ing their  conatiioents  for  nothiog-^I  meaa  the 
members  of  the  British  Parliament.    And  what 
ia  the  effect?    The  King  and  Ministry  have  a 
fund  to  purchase  a  majority;  some  cannot  be 
porcbasea— such  as  Chatham  and  Fox*-others 
were  not  worth  purchasing.    But  for  fifty  or  one 
buodred  years  it  has  been  so  contrived,  thai  the 
King  and  bis  Ministry  have  had  a  migoriiy  of 
Parliament,  to  support  them  in  all  their  systems 
of  war  and  taxes,  with  the  exception  of  a  very 
few  years  indeed,  when  the  voice  of  the  people 
for  a  moment, gained  the  ascendency.    A^d  al- 
though the  members  of  Parliament  serve  for  no- 
thiDg,  the  votes,  in  many  places,  were  bought  as 
any  other  aiiiele  in  the  market;  for  I  waa  inti- 


mate with  an  Englishman  who.  resided  in  my 
neighborhood,  who  informed  me  that  he  generally 
received  sixteen  pounds  sterling  for  bis  vote  at 
each  election.  The  motion  which  I  make,  there- 
fore, does  not  arise  from  any  ohunge  of  sentiment 
as  to  mode  and  amount  of  compensation.  With 
other  considerations,  alreadv  mentioned,  vox  pop- 
uli  vox  Dei  has  its  controlling  influence.  Not 
that  this  principle  implies  perfection  in  the  peo- 
ple, but  I  hold  It  as  a  political  maxim  that  the 
peopje  are  the  fountain  of  power  and  authority; 
aud  if  they  should  be  ever  carried  away  by  a  mo- 
mentary impulse,  it  does  not  arise  from  corrup- 
tion ;  and  the  presumption  is,  that  the  people  are 
always  right,  as  they  are,  as  a  people,  always  vir- 
tuous in  their  views;  and  a  Representative  who 
acknowledges  this  principle,  and  is  willing  to 
carry  into  effect  the  will  of  the  people,  i»  entitled 
to  some  liberality — to  some  consideration.  But 
I  do  not  admit  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
are  so  deeply  affected  by  this  measure;  but  1  be- 
lieve there  is  sufficient  floating  inflammable  mat- 
ter to  turn  the  scale  in'  most  instances.  In  this 
respect  I  am  for  taking  away  all  pretext,  and  bow 
til  the  will  of  the  people,  thus  partially  expressed, 
under  all  those  unnatural  means  of  excitement  to 
which  I  have  alluded. 

Vigilance  is  a  virtue  in  a  free  people ;  it  was 
this  virtue  that  preserved  us  from  Parliamentarf 
encroachments  in  1776,  and  conducted  us  to  in- 
dependence.   Like  Argus,  the  people  should  be 
watchful — they  should  not  slumber  upon  their 
posts.    But  at^  the  same  time  we  should  ^uard 
against  precipitancy  and  unfounded  suspicion, 
fur  these  are  the  opposites  of  vigilance.    It  was 
these  that  threatened  our  cause  io  times  that  tried 
men's  souls ;  when  the  Father  of  his  Country,  the 
immortal  WAaBiNOTOif,  was  distrusted  of  want- 
ing the  capacity  of  a  General  or  Commander-in- 
Ctiief,  in  pursuing  the  Fabian  policy,  particularly 
his  meinorable  retreat  through  the  Jerseys,  that 
aaved  his  shattered  army*  and  has  crowned  him 
with  so  much  glory.    Unlimited  confidence  is  a 
weakness,  bat  unfounded  suspicion  and  distrust 
of  a  faithful  public  servant,  is  a  political,  if  not  a 
moral  eviL    In  the  United  States,  a  public  ser- 
vant haa  some  rational  ground  to  make  some  cal- 
culation upon  a  long  series  of  uniform  and  unde- 
viatlng  conduct,  sentiment,  and  principle ;  with- 
out such  a  hope,  honor  and  virtue,  and  faithful 
services,  would  fail  to  meet  their  reward,  and  it 
would  revive  the  ostracism  of  Athens.    There 
some  apology  I  may  be  urged,  as  the  very  organi- 
zation of  Jhe  government  often  subjected  the 
people  to  the  tyranny  of  usurpers,  and  put  many 
men  above  the  laws.   It  is  otherwise  io  this  land 
of  liberty,  where  the  laws  and  the  constitution 
^are  supreme,  and  where  a  wise,  virtuous,  aod  ex- 
perienced statesman  may  be  of  infinite  service,  so 
long  as  he  pursues  a  correct  course,  and  has  the 
coonJence  of  the  nation ;  but  where  no  man  can 
act  the  tyrant  without  becoming  impotent  and 
contemptible,  and  wheri.  the  fiogec  ot  scorn  and 
infamy  point  bim  out  as  harmless  in  the  private 
walks  of  life.    In  tbia  case,  no  man  has  been 
charged  with  having  changed  his  politics;  the 
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Federal  members  are  Federal  Btilt,  and  the  Re- 
pablican  members  are  Republfean  still.  It  it  to 
ne  regretted  that  it  did  not  prodoee  a  change  in 
that  respect,  and  it  had  been  for  the  better.  I  do 
not  make  use  of  party  names  to  excite  party  feel- 
ings, nor  do  1  intend  to  drop  an  expression  that 
can  wound  the  feelings  of  any,  whether  voting 
for  the  bill  or  against  it.  Odions  as  this  measure 
was  supposed  to  be,  some  were  not  satisfied  with 
magnirying  every  feature  into  a  Qorgon's  head ; 
but,  what  was  the  unkindest  cut  of  all^  it  was  rep- 
resented that,  while  we  were  proridiaff  for  our- 
selves, we  had  neglected  to  provide  for  the  widow, 
the- orphan,  the  wounded  soldier,  the  discharge  of 
the  national  debt  the  volui>teer  who  had  lost  his 
attns  or  his  horse  in  the  public  service,  and  other 
claimants ;  that  we  had  been  loading  the  people 
with  heavy  taxes,  when  the  session  was  taken  up 
in  reducing  and  repealing  the  taxes.  Whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  others,  I  will  hazard  the 
assertion  that  no  Congress,  since  the  peace  of 'S^ 
has  greater  claims  upon  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tions of  the  people ;  and  by  their  acts  they  shall 
be  judged.  Has  the  volunteer  lost  his  only  horse, 
this  Congress  has  made  provision  to  pay  hhn ; 
has  the  faithM  soldier  arrearages  of  pay  due  him. 
the  last  session  made  ample  appropriations.  Does 
the  wounded^  bleeding  invalid  present  himsielf  as 
indigent,  and  unable  to  procure  his  living  by 
labor,  he  is  placed  upon  the  pension  list ;  has  the 
widow  lost  ner  husband,  at  the  plains  of  Raisin 
or  elsewhere,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
flutes,  the  balm  of  consolation  is  administered  to 
the  bleeding  jieart  in  the  five  years'  half-pay;  and. 
if  particular  cases  should  be  omitted,  we  are  bound 
to  nursue  the  example  we  have  set  ourselves;  and 
if  in  any  case  we  have  made  inadequate  provi* 
sion.  the  power  is  in  our  own  hands* 

Mr.  JoHMBON  then  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Buohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iBquire 
into  ibe  expedleney  of  rspealing  or  moditfing  the  lata 
act  of  Oongress,  dhanging  the  mode  of  compensation 
to  the  members  of  Congress ;  wkh  leave  to  repovt  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dbsha.  intimated,  that  when  this  subject 
should  be  fullv  before  the  House,  there  would  be 
more  to  be  said  about  it ;  and,  .as  the  House  had 
refused  yesterday  even  to  consider  it,  he  required 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  cooaideratioo* 

A  sufficient  number  not  rising  to  support  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  najs,  they  were  not  called. 

The  question  on  consideration  was  determined 
in  the  afl^rmative,  without  a  division ;  and  the 
reeoluti(in  itself  was  agreed  to  without  a  division ; 
and  Mr.  Jobnbom  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Fimolbt, 
Mr.  Webbteb,  Mr.  Babbett,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr. 
Caot,  and  Mr.  Retholdb,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 


Thurboat,  December  5. 

Four  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Rhode 
Island,  John  L.  Bobs;  from  Vermont,  Lutbeb 
Jbwett  ;  from  Virginia,  Jameb  Jobnbon  ;  and 
from  Ohio,  William  Creiohton,  jun.,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats. 


Mr.  WBiramBB  preaentcd  a  petittoa  of  Maty 
Coles,  who  states  that  she  has  loet  two  huabands 
and  one  son  in  the  military  serviee  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  she  is  now  poor  and  infirm ;  and 
pffavittg  to  be  supported  at  the  piMe  expense.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

The  Spbakbr  presented  sundry  documents 
transmitted  to  him  by  Rnlns  Easton,  in  reiatioa 
to  the  election  and  return  of  Joan  Scott,  as  the 
Delegate  in  this  Houae  from  the  Territory  of 
Missouri ;  which  wcsre  referred  to  the  Conunttiee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  anbmitted 
the^oUowiag  resolution  for  considetatioB : 

'  Rat^eedt  That  a  eommittae  be  appointed  to  inqnifi 
into  the  dedsiens  of  Ridutfd  BIsomI  Lae,  Eeq.,  Oen- 
nuasioDer  ^pointed  under  the  act  of  Ctmgnm,  enti* 
tied  «An  set  to  anthoiiae  the  paymefl*  fer  pieperty 
lesti  captured,  or  deslrsjed  by  the  enemy  whfie  in  lbs 
Bsilitafy  senjee  of  the  United  filaasa,  and  lor  oOmt 
porpoaes,'*  passed  the  9tfaof  Ipiil,  1810. 

Mmhei  furtka^^  Thai  the  said  cwpmitftaa  lints 
leave  to  send  Ibrpemsna  and  papeis. 

Mr.  WBBSTna  ezpreaaed  aome  sarnrise  «t  a 
motion  to  inqotre  into  the  decisions  ot  an*  officer 
invested  with  the  powers  and  discretion  of  a 
judge,  and  w)iieh  implied  impropriety  in  the 
conduct  of  the  officer.  At  lenat  he  conceived  the 
motion  to  be  mtber  hnsty,  and  thenght  it  wooM 
be  better  to' decline  its  immediate  conaideimtion. 
He  thereAnre  mofed  that  the  reaolntton  for  the 
preaent  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAsa  ineated  to  the  wtsfccs  of  Mr. 
WiBBTBa,  and  the  resolution  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Lownobs,  the  Committee  of 
Wayaand  Means  ^ere  instrocted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act,  enutfted  "Aa 
act  to  regnlau  the  diitiee  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  duty  on  tonnage. 

The  House  w«nt  into  the  election,  of  a  Chap- 
laia  to  Congress  for  the  present  acaaion.  On 
countinff  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  there  were 
for  the  Rev.  Borgess  Allisoa  76^  Walter  Addison 
40,  and  scattering  4. 

Mr.  Allibon  was  consequently  declared  duly 
elected. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Maasachu- 
setts,  Elijah  H.  Millb;  from  Pennaylvania, 
John  Robb  ;  and  from  Delaware,  Tbomab  CooP' 
BR,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Spbakbr  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ken* 
tucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  for- an  allot- 
ment of  public  lands  for  free  persons  of  eolor.««- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Ltanda. 

Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Rufus  Baston,  complaming  of  the  undae 
election  and  return  of  Joan  Scott,  as  the  Dele- 
gate in  this  House  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
and  praying  to  be  adoiitted  lo  a  seat  In  the  place 
of  the  said  John  SooTT.-*Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 
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The  followiBg  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRBSiDiirr  OP  TBB  UittTEi^  Statbs  : 

7b  ihi  Senate  and  Bouse  of 

RipreHntatives  of  the  United  8tate$  .* 

The  9th  sectioa  of  the  act  pused  st  the  list  session 
of  Congress  <*to  snthorise  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  esptared  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
militsry  serriee  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  having  reeei^ed  a  eonstmetion  gtnng  it  a 
sespe  of  gfsat  uid  mieertain  extent,  I  tboag^t  it 
proper  Uiat  prooeediags  rriatife  to  elaims  nader  that 
part  «r  the  ad  shonid  be  sospended  nntU  Congrsas 
dionid  bavs  an  oppoitopity  of  defining,  more  precise  ■ 
If,  the  eaies  oentenplated  by  them.  With  thai  wear 
I  now  reeottnand  the  snljeet  to  thair  coaaidentioa* 
They  will  have  an  eMortanity,  at  the  eame  time^  of 
eoMideiinff  bow  for  other  proiisiona  of  the  act  may 
be  rsndored  more  clear  and  precise  jn  their  import* 

JAMES  MADISON. 

BicxxBxa  6, 1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Tdckbb,  the  Conuntttee  for 
the  District  of  Colainbia  were  iostraeted  to  la- 
qatre  into  the  expedieaey  of  prohibitin|(,  by  law, 
the  eatablisbmefit  of  unchartered  banking  com- 
paaies,  or  the  circulation  of  the  notes,  of  such 
eonpaaies  within  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoHMaoNt  of  Kentucky,  the 
Mililarjr  Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
iato  the  expediency  of  Qrganizinjg  a  corps  of  in- 
Tslids,  and  of  establisbing  additional  military 
•cademiea. 

RELIBF  OF  DI8TRB88ED  OPnCBSS,  dbe. 

Mr.  HAftKfsON  moTed  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

JUaohed,  That  the  Military  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inqoire  into  the  ezpediencf  of  proriding,  by  law, 
for  the  relief  of  lueh  of  the  officers  and  soldieri  who 
baling  ftithlal(y  serred  in  the  armies  of  tiie  United 
States,  are  now  In  distressed  drenmstanees,  and  who, 
aot  having  received  wounds  or  disabilities  whilst  in 
ictaal  servioe,  are  excluded  from  the  benefite  of  the 
pension  laws,  and  that  the  said  eemmitlee  report  by 
liiU  or  o1 


Mr.  RAimiaoN  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to 
offer,  with  this  resolution,  some  observations  upon 
the  matter  to  the  Hoose^  but  undersunding  that 
this  eenrse  was  not  considered  wholly  proper  on 
offering  a  motion  to  the  House,  be  should  rcfserve 
his  remarks  for  another  stage  of  the  business. 
He  did  so  with  the  less  reluctance,  since  anr  re- 
marks he  should  have  made  would  hare  been 
with  a  Tiew  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  he  felt,  on  reflection,  convinced  they  must  be 
wholly  unnecessary  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
the  heart  of  every' American  would  beat  in  unison 
with  the  object  he  had  in  view.  He  had  made 
the  resolution  as  broad  as  possible^  that  it  might 
afford  to  the  committee  a  choice  of  the  various 
modes  of  accomplishing  the  object  committed  to 
them. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  as  originally  offered, 
embraced  a  positive  Instruction  to  the  committee 
to  report  the  mode  in  which  the  object  coidd  be 
best  accomplished,  but  was  so  modified  by  Mr. 


H.  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  (of  New 
York,)  as  above,  lo  instruct  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  legislating  on  the 
subject.  In  support  of  this  modification,  Mr. 
TaTLoa  remarked,  that  after  the  provision  made 
at  the  last  session,  it  was  asking  rather  too  much 
of  Congress  to  pass  a  resolution,  the  terms  of 
which  assumed  the  fact  that  further  provision 
was  necessary.  A  chance  of  opinion  mij;ht 
have  taken  place  in  the  House  on  the  sQb|eet 
since  the  last  session,  but  he  thought  it  improper 
to  take  that  for  granted  which  yet  remained  tb 
be  aseermined. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HiRBiaoii,  as  it  stands 
above,  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

COlfMISSIONER  OF  CLAIM6. 

Mr.  FoxaTTH  offered  for  ooosideratioa  tba 
resolutions  which  follow : 

1.  Meoohed^  Tfaaltfia  PMadentof  the  United  States 
be»  and  he  is  berehj,  requested  to  iaybstee  this  Honaa 
the  preeeedings  ef  the  Commiaaisner  appointed  under 
the  act  of  the  last  session.  entiUed  <«An  Act  to  aulhee- 
ias  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captnrad  or  destroyed, 
while  in  the  miliftarr  aervioaof  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposea. 

3.  Betohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Buim 
be,  and  he,is  hereby,  requested  to  order  the  fiirther  ea- 
ecotion  of  the  said  act  to  be  suspended,  until  the  sub- 
ject shall  be  dinoeed  of  by  this  House. 

8.  Reeohedt  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  inflnrm  this  House  whether  the  judgments 
made  by  the  Commissioner  under  the  said  act  have  been 
pud  by  the  Tteasaiy,  and  if  thev  haiw  been  paid,  by 
what  authority,  and  out  of  what  nmd. 

Mr.  W1LLIAH8,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested, 
that  they  were  a  substitute  for  the  motion  be  of- 
fered yesterday. 

Which  objeetitm  Mr.  Bpbaker  overruled  j  these 
resolves  calling  on  the  President  for  certain  in- 
formation, tbat  of  Mr.  Williams  embracing  an 
inquiry,  by  a  committee  of  Conmss,  into  the 
proceedings  of  a  public  officer.  They  were  on 
the  same  sobiect,  it  was  true,  but  their  objects 
were  widely  different. 

Mr.  FoaaTTB  said  a  few  words  as  to  the  ob- 
jects of  his  propositions.  As  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion, being  almost  a  matter  of  coune  under  any 
circumstaaces,  he  presumed  no  objection  would 
be  ibade  to  it.  As  co  the  second,  the  President 
had  informed  the  House,  by  a  special  message, 
tbat  the  execution  of  a  part  of  the  a^t  had  been 
suspended;  and  had  recommended  the  revision 
of  other  parts  of  it.  It  seemed,  therefore,  that 
the  Executive  thought  the  provisions  of  the  act 
obscure  or  incorrect]  and^  Mr.  P.  thought,  that,  to 
avoid  injury  to  the  United  States  from  further 
decisions  under  the  act,  it  would  be  proper  to 
suspend  it.  With  regard  to  the  last  resolution, 
he  had  received  information,  he  believed  from 
a  correct  source,  that  the  judgments  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  paid  at  the  Treasurv  when- 
ever presented ;  and,  as  far  as  he  had  unoerstood, 
there  had  been  no  act  of  Congress  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  these 
claims.  The  act  constituting  the  Commissioner's 
office  made  no  such  appropriation ;  neither  did  the 
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general  npfnropriatioD  act  of  the  Usi  aeasion.  At 
the  do^e  of  the  last  session,  an  act  bad  passed  ap- 
propriaiiog  mooef  fur  defraying  the  eipensies  of 
the  Com loissioDer'x  office,  but  even  that  act  made 
DO  appropriation  for  paying  the  judgments  of  the 
Comroi«sioiier. 

Mr.  Yanoet^  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
opinion  that  this  object  belonged  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures,  rather  than  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  the  President's 
Message  ihereon  had  been  referred.  If  the  fact 
was  as  represented,  that  the  public  money  had 
been  paid  from  the  Treasury  without  an  appro- 
prtation,  it  would  certainly  fall  within  the  province 
of  that  committee  to  inquire.  As  a  member,  how* 
ever,  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  he  should  sub- 
mit to  the  judgment  of  the  House  in  this  ret«pect ; 
although,  bad  ne  conceived  the  subject  properly 
(0  belong  to  them,  he  should  before  now  have  in- 
troduced it  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  The  second 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  FoaarTH,  Mr.  T.  con* 
ceived  to  be  wholly  onnece!ii«ary ;  especially  as 
he  understood, from  the  Presiden^:f  Message,  that 
the  execution  of  that  part  of  the  act  which 
was  ohj^-ctionable,  had  already  been  suspended, 
and  would  continue  fo  until  the  House  should 
act  on  the  subject.  If  the  President  had  sus* 
penJed  the  operation  of  the  act  in  one  particular, 
be  would  in  others,  if  he  thought  the  public  in- 
terest required  it.  Mr.  Y.. said,  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  the  House  should  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  discharge  a  duty,  which  he  had  shown 
ever^  disposition  to  perform  without  such  inter- 
position. Mr.  Y.  repeated,  taking  bis  seat,  that 
this  buHiness  appeared  to  him  to  belong  properly 
to  the  Committee  on  Bxpenditures. 

Mr.  Debba,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  fully  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  last  up.  The  first  and  third 
resolutions  he  thought  correet,  but  the  second 
unnecessary,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  it. 
No  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  to  the  public 
interest,  from  the  execution  of  any  other  part  of 
the  act  than  that  which  had  been  suspended; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  great  injury  would 
result  from  a  total  suspension  of  the  execution 
of  the  act  to  those  individuals,  who  had  claims 
before  the  Commissioner  of  a  minor  character, 
which  did   not  come  under  the  objectionable 

Kovi^ion  of  the  act.  Was  it  at  all  necessary, 
r.  D.' asked,  after  the  great  trouble  which 
the  claimants  of  this  character  had  taken  to  sub- 
stantiate their  claims,  that  their  examination 
ahoutd  be  suspended,  because  a  part  of  the  act, 
not  at  all  affecting  them,  was  incotrect?  He 
hoped  not.  He  flattered  himself  that,  on  this  view 
of  the  suhiect,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would 
agree  with  him,  and  withdraw  the  second  reso- 
lution. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  first 
resolution,  to  which  there  was  no  opposition,  the 
question  on  the  second  was  propounded  from  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he 
hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  not  press 
this  resolution.  It  was  very  queationable  inoeed, 
in  his  mind,  whether  the  House  cotdd  pass  aucli 


a  resolution.  As  to  the  language  of  the 
dent  in  respect  to  the  act,  it  amounted  to  no  more 
than  this ;  that,  there  being  some  doubt  of  the 
proper  coostrnotion  of  the  act,  he  had  recom- 
mended to  the  Commissioner  to  forbear  further 
decisions  under  a  particular  part  of  it,  until  Con- 
gress should  have  acted  on  it.  He  should  not 
presume,  be  said,  that  the  President  had  ordered 
a  public  officer  to  suspend  his  official  duties;  to 
do  which  he  has  no  more  power,  said  Mr.  W., 
than  I  or  any  other  member  of  the  House  or  of  the 
eommonity.  It  was  made  by  ao  act  of  Congress 
tlie  business  of  the  officer  referred  to^  to  penbrm 
certain  specific  duties  required  by  that  act ;  and 
the  repeal  of  the  act  only  could  suspend  his  official 
functions,  or  take  away  the  right  given  by  the 
act  to  individuals  in  certain  cases,  the  exi&tence 
or  justice  of  which  was  to  be  decided  by  a  judge 
specially  constituted  for  the  purpose;  If  the 
question  were  as  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
law,  the  inqoirv  may  be  confided  to  a  committee 
of  the  House;  if  whether  the  law  be  a  wise  one, 
it  was  for  the  House  to  decide,  on  examination, 
whether  it  required  modification  or  repeal.  It 
was  a  serious  question,  in  point  of  right,  wbether 
the  President  could  be  requested  by  this  House 
to  enjoin  a  public  officer  not  to  execute  the  duties 
of  his  office,  in  the  creation  and  appointment  of 
which  the  other  branch  of  Congress  had  m  band 
as  well  as  this.  All  the  purposes  desired  would 
be  answered  by  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolu- 
tion, especially  if  that  also  was  adopted  (propos- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  Commissioners  decisions,) 
which  now  lay  on  the  table* 

Mr.  PoRBTTB  said  be  did  not  pretend  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  the  power  to  suspend  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law ;  nor  was  it  necessary  as  to 
the  law  in  question,  the  execution  of  a  psrt  of 
which  had  already  been  suspended  by  the  Presi- 
dent. If  he  had  the  power  to  suspend  a  part  of 
the  act,  without  the  request  of  the  House,  h^^  had 
the  same  ri((ht  to  suspend  the  whole  with  or 
without  their  request.  Mr.  F.  hoped,  therefore^ 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  The  act  itseir 
he  said,  was  of  a  very  peculiar  nature ;  he  had 
himself  been  oppo«ed  to  its  passage ;  but  few  gen- 
tlemen had  coincided  with  him  in  opinion.  He 
thought  it  ought  not  to  have  passed ;  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  it  bad  not  made  him  more  favorable 
to  its  provisions.  The  main  objection  to  it  was, 
that  it  gave  to  the  Commissioner  the  final  judg- 
ment on  all  claims  submitted  to  him ;  that  his 
judgment  entitled  the  party,  without  appeal,  to 

Rsyment  at  the  Treasury,  ft  appeared,  from  the 
fessage  of  the  President,  either  that  the  act  was 
defective,  or  that  the  Commissioner  had  extended 
his  power  beyond  the  proper  limits.  Mr.  F.  there- 
fore wished  the  execution  of  the  law  suspended, 
because  with  regard  not  only  to  the  part  of  the 
act  referred  to  by  the  President,  but  to  all  the 
sections  of  the  act,  the  same  spirit  may  prevail. 
The  wish  of  Mr.  F.  was,  that  the  act  should  be 
reviewed,  or  at  least  that  part  of  it  which  gives 
the  Commissioner  the  entire  control  of  the  public 
funds,  as  far  as  concerns  these  claims.  Vast  in- 
jury might  resnlt  to  tba  United  States,  if  he  was 
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BBffered  to  go  on.  However  iDcorreet  bis  deeis- 
ions,  the  mooey  paid  away  in  beyoqd  oor  coocrol, 
and  these elaimants  reeeiFe  mooey  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  defiance  of  oor  authority.  With 
this  view,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  wished  the  act  sos- 
peoded,  without  reference  to  the  manner  ip  which 
the  anthority  given  by  it  had  been  exercised. 

Mr.  P.  Babboub^  of  Virginia,  sard,  that  if  the 
House  acted  at  all  in  the  manner  ])roposed  by  the 
seeood  resolution,  it  must  be  joinily  with  the 
Senate.  If  the  suspension  of  the  law  be  request- 
ed, it  is,  for  the  time  being,  suspending  the  act;  it 
is  legislating  on  it  anew.  Mr.  B.  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  act,  but 
wished  to  see  it  done  in  an  unobjectionable 
form. 

Mr.  JoBMBoit,  of  Kentoclcy,  said,  that  as  the 
member  who  had  introduced  this  motion  had 
candidly  expressed  to  the  House  his  opposition  to 
the  law  (at  the  last  session)  to  be  confirmed  now, 
there  was  no  inconsistency  in  his  wishing  to  sus- 
pend by  resolution,  now,  an  act  which  he  could 
not  at  at  the  last  session  suspend  by  his  vote  or 
argDmentr.     fn  consequence  of  its  embracing  a 
large  ciass  of  eases,  some  of  a  doubtful  nature, 
the  President  had  adf  ised  the  Commissioner  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  one  section  of  the  act; 
and  the  question  was  yet  to  try  before  this  House, 
whether  proper  ground  bad  been  taken  by  the 
Commissioner,  or  not,  in  respect  even  to  that 
section.    But  had  the  President  opposed  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Commissioner  under  any  other  part 
of  the  act  1    If  we  go  on  the  principle  of  may-be 
mischiefs,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  gentleman  might  as 
well  lay  before  this  House  a  resolution  to  sus- 
pend our  own  powers,  or  those  of  any  other  de- 
partment or  branch  of  the  Government,  lest  injury 
might  grow  out  of  them.    I  ask  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  a  resolution  so  much  afiecting 
my  const  it  nents,  whether  he  would  legislate  on 
this  principle  ?    Mr.  J.  said  he  had  himself  super- 
intended three  hundred  cases  of  claims,  to  come 
before  this  Commissioner,  the  aggregate  amount 
of  which  was  not  fifteen  thousand  doUars^not  a 
peppereom  to  the  claims  from  other  parts  of  the 
Uoiied  States.    Why  should  the  decision  of  such 
claims  be  arrested  7    It  was  a  novel  principle  of 
legislation  to  su.«peod  the  execution  of  a  law  be- 
cause it  is  poasible  mischief  may  arise,  or  beeauae 
one  was  originallj  opposed  to  it.    If  tbe  gentle- 
man would  put  his  finger  on  a  case  in  which  in- 
jury was  likely  to  be  done  to  the  United  Sutes. 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  take  the  gentleman's  word 
for  it,  and  bow  with  submission  to  his  proposition 
toso!>pend  the  law.    Until  sucb  a  case  was  potnt- 
H  out,  he  would  not  vote  to  recommend  to  the 
President  his  doty.    Had  he  been  wanting,  in  iti 
As  he  had  recommended  the  suspension  of  judg- 
ments under  one  part  of  the  law,  was  it  not  pre- 
sumable that  be  would  have  included  others  if 
necessary  ?    The  cases  of  horses  lost,  dbc.,  came 
literally  and  unequivocally  under  the  law;  but  he 
freely  avowed  his  opinion  that,  in  all  cases  it 
would  cover,  the  law  ought  to  have  a  liberal  con- 
struction.   If  such  had  been  giyen  to  it,  he  did 
net  disapprove  it;  though  there  might  poaaibly 


have  been  eases  decided,  in  regard  to  which  the 
evidence  ought  to  have  been  si  tied  more  nicely. 

Mr.  Yanobt  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table.  He  said  he  could  not  see  the 
necessity  of  going  out  of  the  usual  course  of  le« 
gislation  to  adopt  it.  If  tbe  gentleman  kdew  of 
any  pending  decisions  of  an  improper  characier, 
and  requiring  the  suypension  of  the  act,  the  ques- 
tion would  present  itself  difierenily;  but^for  one, 
Mr.  Y.  said,  he  could  not  vote  for  this  motion 
till  he  heard  some  evidence  to  that  efftct. 

Mr.  Forsyth  expressed  his  hope  thai  the  House 
would  not  conclude,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  thst  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  been  op* 
posed  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  at  the  last  session, 
be  now  wished  to  suspend  it.  It  was  the  law  of 
the  land  ;  and  when  it  became  so,  his  opposition 
to  it  ceased.  My  only  object,  ^aid  Mr.  F.,  is  to 
add  to  it  such  provisions  as  shall  prevent  the 
Commissioner,  if  he  be  desirous  to  do  so,  from 
mistaking  the  provisions  of  the  act.  My  objt- ct 
is  to  limit  and  define  it,  that  it  cannot  be  misin^* 
terpreted.  With  respect  to  the  fact8  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  no  informaiiun  of 
such  a  character  as  will  authorize  me  to  bring  it 
before  the  House:  if  I  knew  the  facts,  1  should 
have  stated  them  in  my  place,  and  not  called 
upon  the  President  for  them.  The  Prendent  had 
already  stated  to  the  House,  Mr.  F.  ob>erved, 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  there  had  been,  or 
would  be,  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  law. 
The  great  difficulty  was,  that  tbe  control  of  a 
single  comraishicDer  was  complete  and  final  over 
the  admission  and  amount  of  the  claims.  I  wish, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates  should  not  be  open  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Commissioner;  I  wish  to  secure  the  Treasury 
froin  the  result  of  error  or  corruption  in  the  ad- 
judication of  these  claims.  So  far  as  1  am  in- 
formed, the  Commissioner  has  not  made  any  cor* 
rupt  decisioris;  but  I  believe  he  was  about  to 
have  madp  very  erroneous  decisions.  I  wish,  in 
short,  thrc  we  may  give  to  some  department  the 
power  ul  revising  ail  the  acts  of  the  Commis- 
sioner ;  that  he  shall  not  have  full  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  bound  to  infer  that 
the  course  of  conduct  which  the  President  pur- 
sued waasttch  a#  he  had  authority  to  pursue;  and 
he  had  no  right  to  order  the  officer  in  quebtion, 
or  any  other  judicial  officer,  to  suspend  the  exe- 
cution of  a  law.  The  Prchident  bad  no  doubt 
advised  the  officer  to  suspend  his  decisioos  on 
certain  eases;  but  the  proposition  in  the  resolu- 
tion is  to  do  something  more  than  advise,  if  it  is 
to  do  anything  at  all.  Mr.  W.  submitted  to  the 
House  whether  it  ought  to  pass  such  a  resolu- 
tion 1  He  did  not  say  whether  it  would  have 
any  binding  force  on  the  officer-^he  did  not  think, 
however,  he  would  disregard  it;  but,  suppose  the 
Senate  should  think  difierently  from  the  House, 
and  request  the  President  to  etve  a  direction  to 
the  Commissioner  to  fo  on.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  PrchiJent  could  suspend  a  law 
on  the  request  of  any  one  branch  of  the  Leg^sla- 
tur/e.    Mr.  W»  said  he  never  bad  beeo  «  friend  to 
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the  U:ir  la  question  (  he  thoagfat  it  am  eztniordi* 
nary  power  to  give  to  an  indiridaal  to  nign  away 
ai  large  an  amount  aa  the  whole  land  tax  for  a 

Kir,  without  a  pow«r  heiog  f  eserved  to  control 
deeisions.  But  the  only  remedjr  k  to  ropeaft 
or  modify  the  iaw.  He  was,  he  said,  altogether 
against  making  a  nugatory  interference  hy  a  m- 
aoiatioa  which  nobody  wte  bound  to  regara,  nor, 
he.beliered,  at  liberty  to  regard* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
second  resolution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmatiye  without  a  dirision. 

The  third  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
(o  without  a  dirision. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  called 
up  the  resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  yes- 
terday, for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inqnire  into  the  decisions  of  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Bsq^  Commissioner,  Ac. 

The  House  having  taken  up  the  resolution,  and 
the  mover  modified  its  pbraseolgy— 

Mr.  W.  said,  that  as  neither  or  the  resolnttons 
just  agreed  to  embraced  the  object  he  had  in 
▼lew,  be  must  advocate  the  passage  of  this  reso* 
lotion.  He  considered  the  inqoirv  important  to 
the  country,  to  the  constituents  of  the  members 
on  this  floor,  and  to  the  judicial  character  of  the 
gentleman  whose  official  conduct  was  the  subject 
of  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  heard  many  reporu 
unfavorable  to  the  decisions  of  that  officer.  If 
they  were  true,  be  had  certainly  acted  in  a  man* 
Her  different  from  what  had  been  expected  of  him 
at  the  time  he  was  appointed.  If  untrue,  the  in- 
quiry was  necessary  to  restore  his  official  char- 
acter to  the  confidence  it  ought  to  have.  As  it 
might  conciliate  the  votes  of  gentlemen  for  his 
proposition,  be  would  mention  one  or  two  in- 
stances of  what  appeared  to  him  incorrect  decis- 
ions, of  which  be  had  been  informed  by  common 
report.  When  the  British  entered  this  city,  he 
said,  they  destroved  a  house  of  Mr.  Carroll,  and 
another  of  Mr.  Ringgold.  The  owners  of  these 
bouses,  from  what  he  had  heard,  were  not  enti- 
tled to  reimbursement  of  their  losses.  But  to 
Mr.  Carroll  bad  heed  adjudged  |27,000,  as  the 
value. of  bis  house;  and  to  Mr.  Ringgold  $17,000 
for  his.  The  decisions  of  the  House  had  been 
uniibrmly  against  this  class  of  cases;  and»  if  the 
decisions  of  Mr.  Lee  were  wrong,  they  called  for 
the  interference  of  this  House.  The  inquiry 
could  do  no  injury  to  Mr.  Lee  or  to  the  country. 
With  that  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  no 
acquaintance;  but  he  was  happv  to  state  that  bis 
character  was  such  as  to  forbid  the  idea  of  col- 
lusion with  the  claimants.  He  might  have,  never- 
theless, decided  incorrectly;  and  as  the  House 
could  not  rejodg«  his  decisions  once  made,  it  was 
proper  that  they  should  be  correct— into  which 
It  was  bis  object  to  inquire.  If  be  had  decided 
correctly,  it  would  be  so  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee; if  not,  the  committee  might  recommend  a 
repeal  or  modification  of  the  law,  or  a  removal  of 
the  officer,  dbc. 

Mr.  PicKBita,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested 
that  the  object  of  his  ooUeague  would  fall  within 


the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Bzpenditurea ;  but 
did  not  move  an  amendment. 

No  objection  being  made  to  the  resolve,  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division,  and  a  committee 
ordered  to  be  appointed  accotdingly* 

Messrs.  WlLLUM8,CBniOHt«liJMcKBS.MlLLO, 

JnwBTT,  Smith  of  Viiginia,  and  W.  P.  BIaclat, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

ADMimiON  OF  INDIANA. 

A  resolution  'from  the  Senate,  in  form  of  a 
joint  resolution,  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  into  the  Union,  was  received, 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Some  conversation  tpok  place  on  the  propriety 
of  takinn  it  up  to-day.  which  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  H  ABB  laoif  and  LowMnna,  whocooaidered 
the  resolve  as  a  matter  of  form  merely,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Ha&oih  and  Tatlou,  of  New 
York,  who  regarded  it  in  a  different  light,  and 
argued  that  so  solemn  an  net  as  pronouncing  on 
the  character  and  republican  principles  of  n 
State  coastitution,  ought  to  be  more  deliberately 
considered  than  was  proposed.  The  motion  for 
to-day  did  not  prevail.  After  ordering  the  con- 
stitution of  the  new  State  to  be  printed,  the 
House  adijoorned. 


MoN DAT,  December  9. 

Five  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Peaosylva* 
nia,  William  Pipbu  and  Jambb  M.  Wallacb  ; 
from  Maryland,  Stbvbnboh  Abchbb  and  Cbab. 
Qoldbbobouoh  ;  and  from  Yirginin,  Dabisl 
SBBprsY,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattim obb.  the  petition  ef 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pre- 
sented on  the  27th  December,  1815,  praj  iM  for 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  Stale,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  i  and  Messrs.  LATTtMona, 
Robbbtbom,  Dbbba,  Tdckbb,Habbiboh,Pitkib, 
and  Tallmadob,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  rose^  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  reconsideration  of  b  reeoluuoa 

['the  third]  adopted,  on  bis  motion,  on  Fruiay 
ast ;  the  object  of  which  was,  to  inquire  of  the 
itzecutive  by  what  authority  the  judgment  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Claims  had  been  paid.  Hs 
was,  he  said,  altogether  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  act  establishing  the  office  contained  ne 
appropriation  for  paying  the  claims,  as,  on  subse- 
quent examination  of  the  act  for  another  purpose, 
he  had  discovered.  The  mistake  originated  from 
a  consultation  of  the  marginal  notes  to  the  law, 
and  to  the  aeveral  appropriation  laws  of  the  last 
session,  from  which  he  could  not  discover  that 
an  appropriation  had  been  made^  As  the  reso- 
lution had  not  been  presented  to  the  President,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  indulge  him  in  reconsid- 
ering iL 

The  House  having  agreed  to  reconsider  the  rce- 

olotion,  [the  ibirdj  it  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  F. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbookb,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  iaquiie  what  amendmenu  are  bo- 

«eamry,  if  Bny,  in  the  act,  entitled  *^Axk  net  gnml- 
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iag  boontieBL  in  land  and  extra  pav^  to  certaia 
Cantdiaa  yolunteen,"  passed  Mareii  5th,  1816, 
with  leaTe  to  report  by  hiil  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Baoosa,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Alizah- 
DEB.  Rosa,  and  Bsmvbtt,  were  appolaled  the 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbtir,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee was  directed  to  inqaire  iato  the  ezpedieaey 
of  establishing,  by  law,  one  or  more  foundries  for 
the  msnnfactory  of  brass  and  iron  ordnaaee  ;  and 
what  alteration  it  is  expedient  to  make  in  the 
present  system  of  supply  tag  the  Army  with  pro- 
fisionSi 

Mr.  WwHDOWBtL  of  New  Yoi^  olfered  for  coa- 
si4eratioB  the  foUowtng  resslation : 

Re9ohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointsd  to  inqinrs 
uito  the  ezpefficncy  of  mltering  the  flsg  of  the  United 
Btstes. 

The  House  harinff  agreed,  by  a  bare  majority, 
to  consider  this  resolution — 

Mr.  WaiiDoyaB  said,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
moch  opposition  to  the  motion,  be  would  not 
preu  it  Hir  the  present;  but  suffer  it  to  be  laid  on 
the  table.  He  would  only  remaris,  that  the  flag 
was  not  now  appropriate ;  that  there  was  an  io- 
coDgrnity  in  it,  which  appeared  to  him  to  require 
correction.    The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Nblson,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afblrs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amendiiig  so 
mach  of  the  act,  entitled  ^Anact  making  Airther 
proTisiou  for  miliury  services  during  the  late 
war,"  as  makes  it  necessary  for  the  guardians  of 
the  children  of  deceased  soldiers  or  the  regular 
Army  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  such  children  to 
the  bounty  in  land,  which  is  due  for  die  services 
of  their  parents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WaroaT,  a  committee  was 
ippointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay* 
ing  the  militia  expenses  incurred  by  the  several 
States,  without  the  previous  sanction  or  author- 
ity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 

WaiOBTj^PLBASAKTS.    CbaPPSLL,    CbBIOHTOIC, 

P4BBI8,  WBBaTBB,  Bad  Law,  were  appointed  the 

committee* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdwabob,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ezp^iency  of  making  some  provision  for  the 
widows  of  such  soldiers  as  enlisted  in  the  late 
war  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuckbr,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  fbr  the  con« 
strnetion  of  a  turnpike  road  from  Winchester,  in 
Virginia,  to  unite  with  the  Great  Western  Turn** 
pike  at  Carter's,  at  the  foot  of  the  AUeghaay 
mountain. 

VACOINATIOIi. 

Mr.  CoMDiOT  presented  the.petition  of  Doctor 
James  Smith,  agent  under  the  ^'Aet  to  encottrage 
vaccinationj''  praying  that  prevision  may  be  made 
to  enable  him  to  sopply  the  vaccine  matter,  free 
ef  any  fees  or  charges,4o  the  Burgeons  ia  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  to  aay  person  whatever 


who  Biay  apply  to  him  for  the  saaMr-«>Raferred 
to  Messrs.  Coicdict,  Littlb,  Wbmdovbb,  Bbowiii 
and  WooDWABO,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
The  memorial  is  as  fellows : 

7b  Me  iSJenale  and  Ihiue  rf  JtqM^tfeaMwss  e/  ike 

VmUtdAuu: 

The  memorial  of  Jsmes  Smith  humbly  tepnssnis: 
That jrdfor  flMmorialist  has  bsea  empleysd  to  pwssire 
and  distribals  the  TaedBs  matter,  in  coaiMBuly  Is  the 
set  of  Congiessy  entitled  •^An  act  to  eaoewags  eae- 
cinatiiMi/' 

He  bsgs  leans  to  elate,  that  he  has  hapt  it  renstanliy 
active  and  fit  for  use,  and  that  he  has  been  daily  dis- 
tribnlmg  it  Id  aU  who  applied  to  him  for  it  The  use 
of  the  kine  pock  has  been  thus  greatly  pramoled  in 
almost  every  sestiDn  of  the  United  States,  and  the  peop- 
agation  of  the  nstaral  small  pea  has  been,  thenl^, 
fiequenlW  checked  in  phtoss  where  othsrwise  periups 
it  would  hare  become  m  severe  sooorge  and  fotal  pertl- 
lence  among  the  people. 

But  oniitting,  m  Uus  place,  all  farther  explanation 
of  the  conTenienee  and  fitness  of  this  establishment,  to 
encourage  and  diffuse  the  practice  of  Taednation  otot 
our  widely  extended  country,  your  memorialist  begs 
leare  to  sidd,  that  erery  day^s  experience  has  giren 
new  proofr  of  the  essential  adrentages  which  the  wdSb» 
lie  hare  derived,  and  must  continue  to  dsiire,  from 
keeping  an  uninterrapted  supply  of  this  inestimable 
remedy,  in  some  well  known  place,  where  due  rsspen* 
stbility  wiU  attadi  to  iti  fohhfol  distribaUon. 

To  insure  tte  aocompltshment  of  this  desirable  olaect 
and  to  encourage,  as  for  as  practicable^  the  most  lib- 
eral use  of  the  vaoeine  matter,  your  nranonalist  prays 
that  some  suitable  provision  may  be  made  by  the  Na- 
tional LegislatoM,  to  enable  him  to  sofi^y  it,  free  of 
any  foes  or  charges,  to  all  surgeons  employed  in  the 
Anny  and  Navy  of  the  United  States;  as  well  as  also 
to  fomidi  it,  with  plain  directions  for  its  use,  free  ef 
all  expense,  to  every  other  citiaen  who  ma^  apply  to 
him  for  it.    Respectfully,  your  memorialist, 

JAMES  SMITH. 

BALTiMonx,  Dec*  6M,  1818. 

ADMISSION  OF  INDIANA. 

The  Houie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HaBaiaon,  of 
OhiO|  fwoceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
resolution  recognising  the  republicanism  and  eoa- 
formity  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  eon- 
stiretion  of  the  new  State  of  Indiana,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dbbiia  in  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miuiob,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
constitution  was  read  through  for  the  further 
information  of  the  House;  and  iu  verification 
eiamined. 

No  debate  took  place  on  the  reeolution,  which 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  It  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time, 
and  pMsed.  unanimously. 


TuEsoAT,  December  10. 

At  the  usual  hour  of  meetinj|— 

Mr.'  Lowudbb  apprized  the  House,  that  in  con« 
sequence  of  the  death  of  an  infant  child  of  the 
SpBAKBBy  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend  this  day 
to  opeto  thcHoose.  Mr.  L.  there£9re,  moved,  ^^^ 
the  House  should  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Hoase  harinff  pot  the  ques- 
tioD  on  this  motion,  it  was  carried,  nem,  con. 


Wednesday,  December  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  TorV, 
Erastus  Root;  from  South  Carolina,  Henry 
MiDOLBTON ;  appeared  and  took  iheir  seats. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Rofas 
EastoD,  con  tenting  the  seat  of  Jobn  Soott,  as 
the  delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  of 
said  Seott.— Referred  10  the  Committee  of  Blee- 
tions. 

The  SpeakBr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  mark 
and  survey  a  road  from  Reynoidsburgb,.on  the 
Tennessee  ri?er,  through  the  Chickafaw  nation ; 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Rey- 
nolds, Sharps,  Ceeighton.  Qriffin,  and  Baer. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Elections,  made  a  report  in  part  on  the  cer- 
tificates of  election,  and  other  credentials,  of  sev- 
eral of  the  members,  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Yanoby,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a  select 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Williams;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed,  and  was  subsequently  ordered  to  be 
engrosi^ed  tor  a  third  readinjr* 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  infirm,  disabled  and  superannuated 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Rerolutionarf  war  and  of  the  late 
war,  and  of  militia  disabled  in  the  late  war.  [This 
bill  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  corps  of 
invalids.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
State  of  Georgia  fiheen  per  centum  out  of  her 

gnotaofthe  direct  tax  of  1816,  assumed  bv  the 
itate  and  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Sutea  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law-— the 
usual  abatement  not  being  allowed  at  the  Trea- 
s«ry,  in  consequence  of  the  omissipn  of  the  Qor- 
ernor  to  gi?e  notice  of  the  State's  assumption 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Tetter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  the  reports  of  the  land  commis- 
sioners for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and 
of  the  recorder  of  the  land  titles  in  the  same  Ter- 
ritory, being  ele?en  bound  volumes.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  00  the  Public  Lands. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborocob,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
ito  the  expediency  of  passing  a  supplement  to  the 
law  parsed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled ^*An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others,'*  for  the 
purpose  of  authorising  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 


money  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  said 
act  to  the  said  Joseph  Stewart,  his  attorney,  or 
assignee,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  asso- 
ciates ;  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a 
misnomer  in  the  third  section  of  the  said  act. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Mayrant,  informing  that  be  had 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  a 
resignation  of  his  seat  as  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House  for  that  State. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpediency  of  making  further  provision  by  law 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory,  and  of  transferring  t^e  final  set- 
tlement of  those  claims  to  the  register  and  receiver 
of  said  Territory,  together  with  some  third  per- 
son, to  act  as  a  ooard  of  Commissioners  for  the 
same. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
his  motion  for  requesting  the  President  to  order 
the  further  execution  of  ttie  claims'  law  to  be  sus- 
pended till  Congress  should  have  acted  on  it. 

On  the  question  10  proceed  to  consider  the  saaie, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HuoB  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  a  reso- 
lution in  the  following  words : 

Setohedt  That  the  Militaiy  Committee  be  inatmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  making  proviaon  for 
the  widowa  and  orphans  of  those  militia  who,  ailer 
their  return  home  to  their  place  of  residence,  may  have 
died  of  diseaaes  contracted  whilst  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  necessity  of  this  motion  being  questioned 
by  Mr.  Conoict,  on  the  ground  of  the  law  of  ihe 
last  session  embracing  such  cases — 

It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Hdob  Nelson,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  and  Borwbll,  of  Virginia,  who 
stated  that  the  law  of  the  last  session  embraced 
the  cases  of  those  dying  on  the  road  home,  but 
did  not  include  the  cases  of  those  who  reached 
their  own  doors  before  they  fell  a  sacrifice  to 
disease. 

The  motion  was  then  (agreed  to,  neiift.  con. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT. 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  North  Carolina^  rose  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  on  which,  having  on  former  occa- 
sions expressed  his  views,  he  would  now  only 
remark,  that  only  once  had  the  question  ever  been 
really  tried  in  this  House,  and  that  was  at  a  mo- 
ment of  great  public  embarrassment,  not  favora- 
ble to  a  mature  deliberation  on  its  merits.  This 
was  the  first  fair  occasion  of  presenting  the  sub- 
ject fully  for  consideration.  Several  of  the 
States  had,  since  the  first  agitation  of  the  question 
in  the  House,  given  10  the  proposition  their  sanc- 
tion and  recommendation,  among  which  were 
Masaachusetu,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia; 
and  it  had,  at  one  aession,  received  the  aanction 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea.  If  ever  there 
was  a  period  favorable  to  a  proper  amendment  of 
the  Cunatitution,  it  was  the  present  moment, 
when  w«  are  Ittarally  at  peaoe,  at  hoaie  Mid 
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abroad.    Mr.  P.  ihetk.  introduced  the  folio iring 
leaolotioa : 

Menked,  by  the  StnaSe  omd  Hwm  rf  Reprmemtth 
tiau  a/*  the  Imited  Stalet  0/ America  in  Cangreu  tu* 
mmJM,  tujO'thinU  of  both  Houeei  concurring  therein^ 
That  Um  foliowing  amendment  to  the  Cooftitotion 
of  the  United  8tat«e  be  propoeed  to  the  Legtelatoree  of 
the  MTiml  Btaie%  whieh,  when  rattfled  bj  the  Lagia- 
htfttfef  ef  lbfw>fi>arthaof  the  aatd  Stataa.  ehali  be  valid 
hi  all  intente  end  pnipaaea»  aa  a  part  of  the'eaid  Con* 
ititatiaa. 

For  the  pBrpoce  of  chooeiof  RepHMeatati^^ee^  in  the 
Caof  nai  of  the  United  Slaiaa,  aaah  Hlile  ahaU  be 
divided  hf  ile  Laftalatnre  into  »•  nnaahar  of  diatriola 
afaal  tn  ihe  asmbar  of  Bepreaentaltvea  to  whiah  the 
Biela  aMj  he  aatitMi 

Bach diateici  ehaUeanlain aa neaiijai  aia^beefnal 
aniaher%  vhieb  ahall  ha  detamHiiad  by  adwf  to  the 
whola  avmber  mi  free  peraona»  iaelnding  thoae  bound 
to  tervica  lor  a  tann  of  jr^ara,  and  axdnding  Indiana 
not  tattd«  three  flftha  of  nil  other  peieona. 

In  each  diatriet,  the  qaalified  totera  ahall  eleal  one 
Baproeaatnthse. 

For  the  pnnpeae  of  choeiiaf  Blaaton  of  Pleaident 
aad  Vioa  Pceaulent  of  the  United  Statee,  each  Slala 
ihall  be  divided  hy  ite  LeglalAtare  infta  a  nuaibar  of 
eanal  in  the  nnnbea  of  £leca»iv  to  whioh  the 


dtate  miy  he  eiUitled.  Baah  dtatriat  ahall  oentaio,  ia 
naaily  aa  may  be«  eqnni  nambera ;  vtfhiah  ahall  he  do- 
teranaed  by  adding  to  the  whole  nnaiher  ef  ftae  pae>> 
•ona,  inclnifing  thoae  bound  to  aervice  for  a  learn  ef 
yeara,  and  exeloding  Indiana  not  taxed,  ttofee-fiOha  of 
dl  elber  peieeiuk  £1  eech-dialriBt  t  he  paneaa  qnahAad 
le  vote  iot  lUpraaentativee  in  the  Congaeaa  of  the 
United  StetaeahnUohobee  one  Eledeti  The  Legialn^ 
tare  of  each  State  ahall  hnaa  power  to  lagulete  the 
nanacr  of  holding  electiona,  and  making  retuma  of  the 
Electora  dioeeui  In  caae  dl  the  Blectura  ahall  not 
neet  at  the  time  and  plaoa  appointed  lor  giving  their 
votea,  a  majoritv  of  the  Eiectora  met  ahall  have  power, 
lod  forthwith  aball  proceed,  to  aupplv  the  vacancy. 

A  diviaion  of  the  tStatea  into  distnets,  for  chooaiog 
Kepreaeotativea  in  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  8tatea, 
tod  into  dbrtrieta  for  chooatng  Btectora  of  Preahlent 
ind  Yioe  Prendent  of  the  United  8«atee,  ahall  take 
pltee  aa  aoon  aa  eonvaniently  may  be  after  eaeh  enn* 
aeration  and  apportionment  of  Kepraaentadvea  ahdl 
be  made;  whiah  diatridi  ahall  ramdn  unaltofed  nntU 
after  Ihe  ■aeeeeding  ennmeralien  and  appartiMUBent 
efBepreaentmWna. 

The  reaolotioa  wta  rand  n  firat  and  afonod  time, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholf  en  the 
ttate  of  the  Union. 

KATfOITAL  WnVBRBTPT. 

Mr.  Wilde,  of  Qeorgia,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  that  part  of  the  Preaident's  SSeaaage 
wa»  referred,  olade  the  fonowing  report : 

The  eommittee  of  the  Bonae  of  Repreaentativea, 
to  whom  wan  leleRed  ao  much  of  the  PrMidant'a  Mea- 
mae  aa  relatea  to  the  ani^iactof  a  Nationd  Untveraity, 
laport  to  the  Honaa,.aa  the  raault  of  their  deliberationa, 
a  bUl  fiir  ttm  evealion  and  endowment  of  auoh  an 
iaftitntion* 

The  committea^  pnranamt  to  nanal  lonna,  might 
perhape^  witboat  impropriety,  regard  thia  aa  a  anffi- 
ciaat  perforoaance  of  their  doty,  aiid»  after  oreaenting 
the  UU,  without  comment,  have  left  it  to  find  iU  ap- 
pm^ rmta  ^ace  among  othen^  aad  to  raomve  or  he 
14iti  Con.  2d  Sfiss. — 9 


denied  conaideration,  aooordiog  to  the  opinion  entaf^ 
tained  of  ita  consequence  and  urgency. 

But  the  number  of  communicationa  rdative  to  thife 
aubject,  which,  though  they  have  received  attention, 
aeem  to  have  eecaped  it,  becanae  they  have  not  been 
definitely  acted  00,  may  poadbly  expoae  the  Honae  to 
a  cenaure  more  aerioua  than  that  of  mcrdv  neglecting 
the  aucceMive  recommendation  of  aeventi  Chief  Ma- 
giatratei  -n  cenaure  aa  injnrioua  aa  unjuat,  yet  not 
unbecoming  that  body  to  prevent,  by  making,  aa  aoon 
aa  poadhle,  aome  diapodtion  of  a-queation,  that  ought 
to  be  determined,  on  account  of  ita  frequent  oecnr^ 
rence,evan  though  it  ahonld  not  otherwiae  ha  thought 
particularly  iatereating' 

No  leom  will  than  be  aBbadad  ler  even  aappeaii^ 
the  Natiend  Legidatora  indiflereai  to  an  oljaet,  aA> 
mitled  by  moat  peraena  In  be  deaiiable)  and  by  many 
believed  to  be  now  both  praatiaable  and  expedient ; 
jnatiee  will  be  done  to  the  repraaentativaa  of  the  pee» 
pie  witboat  detmoting  anyUiing  ftooa  Bseentlve  merit ; 
that  eanfidenee,  which  in  the  chief  atrength  of  ear 
Qovamment,  will  he  preaerved,  and  pobim  epinien, 
enlightaned  by  diacaaamn,  expreaaing  itidf  at  length 
decidvdy  on  the  prapoaed  aMaiura,  will  dther  leq aim 
ita  adoption,  aanction  ila  rejection,  or  ncquieaee  in  Ha 
poatponement,  until  the  neceadly  beeomea  mom  ei^ 
viooa,  or  the  difficnUiea  that  oppoaa  it  can  he  moae 
aaaily  removed. 

¥onr  enmoiittee,  thetefiMe,  have  ventored  to  an^ 
fwt  aomdaf  tbaieneona  wfaaoh  aaeemmnnd  the  praaaat 
aa  a  lavoiahle  time  tor  inveatigatiiig,  and  peihapai  alaa^ 
for  adopting  the  plan  they  have  piopoaed. 

Among  theae,  the  proaperona  atate  of  onr  finnncea, 
leaving  a  large  unappopriated  aorplua,  the  probahilliy 
of  n  long  oontinned  peeee,  the  flDurkhing  condithm 
of  ear  enpital,  and  the  facility  with  which  a  portion  of 
the  pnbKe  proper^  vrithin  it  might  now  be  advan* 
tageoudy  dUpoeed  of;~ao  aa  at  ence  to  inceaeaa  the 
convenience  of  the  dty,  and  auppert  the  propoeed  init^ 
tution,  may  fairly  be  enumerated. 

Beaidea,  the  inforniation  heretofore  colleeted  hen' 
enabled  the  committee  to  report  at  an  early  period^ 
and  it  ia  believed  that  the  preaent  aeaaioo,  though  in» 
evitably  a  abort  one,  will  not  preaent  ao  mahy  objecta 
of  great  dU&cillty  or  deep  intereat,  o  entirely  to  ex* 
elude  otheia  of  a  more  tnmquil  and  leaa  obtrudve  cha-- 
racter,  to  which  it »  peedb^  a  portion  of  time  might 
be  pniifitably  devoted. 

The  acquiailion  of  a  adentifie  and  litaraiy  iep«ta» 
tion,  not  unworthy  of  their  navd  and  inilitary  renown* 
oeo  never  be  beneath  the  ambition  of  a  people,  aince 
the  moat  durable  of  all  glory  ia  that  of  ezdtedintellect. 

The  world  ia  atiU  a  willing  captive  to  the  apeOa  of 
andent  geniua  \  and  the  rivalry  of  modem  empiree 
will  be  perpetuated  by  thdr  arte  and  their  leamiflgy 
the  preaervera  of  that  fame  which  arma  done  may  in- 
deed win,  hut  can  never  keepi 

Any  meaauffa  whiah  aentrtbiitea»  however  mmolelyy 
la  gave  Ameriaan  Hmratnre  a  rank  and  naale  among 
mankind,  cannot,  therefore,  be  regarded  with  iudil&rw 
ence  by  our  dtiaena;  and  every  efibrt  towarda  that 
end  muat  be  witneaaed  at  the  preeent  moment  with 
unuaud  aatiaftction,  aince  it  will  preaent  the  intereat* 
log  apectade  of  a  young  nation,  bending  iti  whole 
atrength  to  the  puraoit  of  true  greatneas,  and  anajoua 
to  emulate  all  that  ia  amiable  in  peace  aa  well  aa  all 
that  ia  noble  in  war. 

That  thie  institution  contemplated  will  have  a  happy 
influence  on  the  harmony  of  pur  counliy  and  tha  onity 
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of  our  national  character,  has  been  often  auppoeed,  and 
▼our  committee  feel  inclined  to  anticipate  efiecte  no 
less  happy  feotn  its  operation  on  the  geniiu  of  our 
people. ' 

If  American  invention,  unassbted  as  it  has  been, 
already  excites  the  astoDishroent  of  Europe,  what  may 
not  be  expected  from  it  when  aided  and  encouraged  t 
And  why  shoald  not  aid  and  encouragement  be 
yielded  by  institutions  like  the  present,  founded  and 
endowed  by  the  munificence  of  the  State  t  In  our 
own  day  we  have  seen  them  work  wondera  in  physi- 
cal science,  even  when  directed  by  a  stem,  jealous, 
and  exacting  Government,  which,  while  training  the 
mind  to  be  quick,  dexterous  and  daring,  darkened 
ita  vision,  and  circumscribed  its  flight.  Is  it  here  alone 
they  would  be  impotent,  where  no  depth  could  be  hid- 
den from  its  glance,  no  height  forbidden  to  its  wing  1 

But  your  committee,  fearful  of  evhaosling  your  pa- 
tience, forbear  to  extend  this  re^iort  by  alignments 
wfai^  it  is  easier  to  multiply  than  to  withhold ;  for  the 
■tme  reason  they^  refrain  from  answering  objections 
which  could  not  be  stated  without  injury,  since,  in 
replying  to  them,  foroe  and  penpicoity  must  be  sacri- 
ficed to  conciseness.  Nor  can  such  a  course  be  re- 
quired where  it  b  intended  merely  to  present  a  generaU 
Tcoult,  not  the  particular  process  of  reasoning  by  which 
that  result  has  been  obtained.  Your  oommiitee,  how- 
over,  desire  it  to  be  undeiatood,  that  tbeyhave  not  de- 
dined  examining  any  objection  which  occurred  to 
them,  and  though  some  have  been  found  whieh  it  must 
bo  confessed  are  not  withoat  difficulty,  all  are  thought 
capable  of  a  satirfactory  answer. 

Under  a  conviction,  therelbre,  that  the  means  are 
ample,  the  end  desirable,  the  object  fairiy  within  the 
legislative  powers  of  Congreos,  and  the  time  a  favora- 
ble one,  your  committee  recommend  the  establishment 
of  a  National  University,  and  have  directed  thoir 
chairman  to  submit  a  bill  and  eatimatis  fbr  that 
purpoae. 

Btiimaiet  of  the  value  oftoie  and  eguaree  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  as  fumishm  by  a  eommuni- 
eatumfrom  the  Superintendent  of  the  City* 

Four  thousand  building  lots  of  A,365  square 
feet  each,  and  about  2,000  feet  front  on 
the  waters  of  the  Potomac  river,  Baatern 
Branch,  valued  at  -        -        -        -        -  9750,000 

Squares  1  to  6,  proposed  to  be  laid  off  into 
building  lou,  cooUining,  in  the  whole, 
816,000  square  feet,  or  166  atandard  lots, 
^uedat SOO.OOO 


But  the  latter  amount  is  the  only  one  which  it  is 
supposed  opuld  be  speedily  realiied. 

Estimate  of  the  expenseof  buildings  fat  the  National 
^towvs/y,  on  a  plan  sust^tibfi  of  extension,  but 
eaieulated  for  the  present  to  answer  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  persons* 

Buildings  (which  it  was  supposed  last  year  might 

be  completed  in  the  year  1818.) 

1.  Habttatiens  for  the  principal  and  six 
professors,  two  buildings,  76  by  54  feet, 
$30,000  each  -  ...    $80,000 

S.  Ijodgings  fbr  one  hundred  and  sixty  stu- 
dents, refectory,  (temporarily  in  the  base- 
ment story,)  fuel  and  provision,  eellaxs, 

'   •ervanta' apattmanta,  M5  feat  by  46      •      75,000 


8.  Lecture  rooms  at  the  aouthwest  angle, 

steward's  apartment,  dtc.,  75  feet  aquare       45,000 
4.  Planting  ajid  endaamf         ...      SC^OOO 


$900,000 


A  Bill  fbr  the  eatabliahment  of  a  National  Univerailj. 

Be  it  enaetedt  Are.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  aotfaoriied  and  reqnirtd 
tn  cauie  to  be  surveyed,  and  laid  off  into  building  lots, 
such  part  as  he  shall  think  proper  of  the  ground  re- 
served of  tne  United  Slatca,  io  the  City  of  Waahing- 
ton,  and  to  cause  the  eame  to  be  aold,  at  anch  times 
and  places,  and  in  auch  proportiona,  and  under  snch 
regulations  as  he  shall  prescribe;  and  the  prooeedi 
thereof,  afler  defraying  the  ehargea  of  aurvey  and  sale, 
to  be  invested  in  eueh  alooks  or  public  aeciiritiea,  m 
ahall,  by  him,  be  deemed  adviaable,  and  the  same, 
when  eo  invested,  and  the  dividends  thereon  arking, 
shall  constitute  a  fund  fbr  the  support  of  a  National 
Univeraity. 

Sac.  8.  iin^  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Pras- 
identof  the  United  Statea  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthor- 
iied  to  cause  to  be  erected,  on  anch  nte,  within  the 
Distriet  of  Uolnmbta,  as  he  shall  select,  the  bnildingi 
neceesary  for  a  National  University ;  and  fbr  dafrayiog 
the  eipenaee  thereof,  the  aum  of*——  doUara  ia hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
eury  of  the  United  States,  not  otharwiae  appinprialsd 
bylaw. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  itfuHker  enacted^  That  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  lequeal- 
ed  to  canee  to  be  prepared  and  laid  liefiire  Congreaa, 
at  ita  neit  aeeaion,  a  plan  lor  the  ragnlatioii  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  Univnnity. 

The  bill  wis  twice  read  and  committed. 

NBW  YORK  CANALS. 

Mr.  Brooks  presented  the  petition  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York 
to  superioteDcl  and  provide  for  the  improvement 
of  the  internal  oavigatton  of  that  Siatei  signed 
by  De  Win  Clinton,  iheir  President,  praying  for 
atiaistaoce,  in  land  or  money,  from  (he  General 
GK»vernmeot,  to  nid  io  opening  acommuoicntioo, 
by  means  of  canalif,  between  the  uavifeble  waters 
of  Hudson's  river  and  Lake  Erie,  anil  between 
the  said  waters  of  Hudson's  river  and  Lake 
Cham  plain ;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Caaala.  The  memorial  ia  aa 
follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  Smote  and  House  of  Rtprtsen^ 
tatipes  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  .* 

The  repre^ntation  of  commissioners  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  behalf  of  the  aaid  State,  respectfully 
showeth  :  That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  in 
April  last  passed  an  act  to  provide  fbr  the  improvement 
of  their  internal  navigation,  (of  which  act  we  take  the 
liberty  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy.)  In  thin  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  board  of  commissioners  is  coiintt- 
tuted,  and  that,  among  ether  duties  enjoined  upon 
tbem,  they  are  required  to  make  application  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  fbr  cessions,  grants, 
or  donations  of  Isnds  or  money,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  ald< 
ing  in  opening  a  oommontcation,  by  means  of  canado 
between  the  navigable  waters  of  Hudson  river  «bc 
Lake  Erie,  and  theaaid  navigable  wateia  and  L^ki 
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ClitayplftiJi*    To  AiUU  that  r«qakitioa»  th»n,  is  tbe  ob-  ( 
ject  of  tlii«  «<MroM. 

jVmI  to  the  etUblUbiiiMil  aod  secarity  of  the  rigbt 
to  fei/Hfo^^niaieiit,  we  flatter  ottreeUee  that  no  subject 
requiriof  legieleture  iqlerfereoce  can  be  found  more 
ielereetiog  Umd  tbe  ooe  which  we  are  chaiyed  to  laj 
bsfiire  your  honorable  body ;  and  we  venture  to  solicit 
your  ftvorable  coosidention  of  it,  in  fuU  confidence 
that  an  enlightened  public  spirit  may  jostiy  give  to  it 
auch  a  meaaore  of  patronage  aa  cannot  fail  to  produce 
signal  benefita  Co  the  nation. 

The  beneflts  to  be  acquired  by  the  UntUd  Sutes 
from  the  conatmction  of  these  canals  will  most  obvi* 
onaiy  and  imoMdiately  affect  their  pecuniary  and  their 
potitieaJ  ioCeresta.  More  remotely,  indeed,  they  will 
exert  a  Avorable  influence  upon  e^ery  object  embraced 
witbin  the  soopeof  an  enlightened  and  paternal  policy. 
If  we  consider  the  extent  and  fertility  of  our  territory 
northwest  of  tbe  Ohio,  the  large  proportion  of  it  which 
yet  remains  unsold,  the  disposition  and  the  ability 
which  our  eastern  fellow-citisens-poesess  to  purchase 
and  to  improve  it,  we  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  great 
pecaaiary  ademntage  which  would  reeult  from  opening 
to  them  a  sale,  easy,  and  economical  paseage  into  that 
territory.  Every  dollar  saved  to  them  in  the  expenses 
of  removing  thither  would  operate  to  enliance  the  value 
of  the  pnblic  lands,  and,  at  the  a^me  time,  to  hasten 
their  settlemetnt ;  and  it  ia  obvious  that  a  canal  from 
the  Hudson  lo  Lake  Erie  would  save  a  large  portion  of 
these  expenses.  The  number  of  persona  to  be  affected 
by  this  consideration  cannot  be  accurately  8^ted.  It 
certainly  wonid  not  he  small.  We  are  well  assured 
that,  in  the  course  ^f  one  year  since  the  war,  m<|re 
than  twelve  thousand  new  settlers,  abnoet  exclnsively 
from  the  East,  have  established  themselves  within  tbe 
limits  of  this  State,  west  of  tbe  Genesee  river. 

Whatever  adds  to  the  value  of  all  that  land  pro* 
dacea  most  increase  the  velue  of  the  land  itself.  .  To  a 
eountry  which  depends  upon  a  distant  market  for  the 
nle  of  its  surplus  productions,  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  tiS^rd  every  possible  focality  of  transportation ; 
br  all  that  ia  taken  from  the  eipenxe  of  transportation 
is  added  to  the  valne  of  the  articles  transported,  and, 
by  cheapeoiug  the  rate  of  carriage,  many  articles  are 
rendered  valuable  which  would  otherwise  be  worth- 
less.   Moreover,  if  habit  or  the  necessary  accommoda- 
tion of  lifo  requires  that  such  a  country  should  con? 
sums  foreign  goods  to  the  amount  of  all  its  surplus 
productions,  it  is  evident  that  the  landholder  there  en- 
joys a  twofold  benefit  in  every  increased  focility  of 
tranapertation.    Perhaps  the  whole  of  the   country 
between  the  great  lakea,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Ohio— 
certainly  the  greater  part  of  it— would  derive  from  the 
completion  of  our  principal  canal  greater  advantages 
for  distant  communication  than  any  country  so  far 
inland  haa  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  incomparably  greater 
than  that  country  oan  ever  derive  from  any  other 
raeaos.    Regarded,  then,  merely  as  a  measure  of  pe- 
cuniary Yf'i»^^»  W0  trust  your  honorable  body  will 
make  such  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  it  as  will  in- 
sure its  accomplishment. 

But  eoosiderations  of  a  political  nature  seem  to  us 
most  urgently  to  recommend  the  construction  of  these 
canals.  The  great  influence  exercised  over  the  West- 
ern Indians,  even  in  our  own  territory,  by  the  subjects 
of  a  foreign  Government,  we  have  always  had  numer- 
ous reasons  to  wish  destroyed.  This  in^uence  depends 
materially  upon  estabUshments  erected  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  for  trade.    Any  meaaara  that  would  opan. 


between  one  of  onr  seaports  and  the  region  where  fum 
are  collected,  a  road  in  all  respects  preferable  to  an^ 
other,  bestdee  drawing  to  our  own  citizens  a  profitable 
commerce,  would  tend  eventually  to  the  aub version  of 
that  influence,  and,  in  the  meantime,  offer  to  ua  impor- 
tant facilities  for  controlling  it. 

The  trade  carried  on  between  our  country  and  tha 
Canadian  provinces  Is  already  considerable^  and  ia 
rapidly  growings  The  fruite  of  the  earth  from  thn 
southern  ahoree  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  from  tha 
borders  of  Champlain,  find  their  way  to  the  porte  of 
our  northern  neighbors  cheaper  than  they  can  to  any 
which  ofibra  a  market  of  our  own,  and  are  there  ex* 
changed  for  the  various  commoditiee  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. This  trade  i9,  indsed,  profitable  to  many  of  onr 
citiaena  who  engage  in  it,  but  it  is  much  more  so  te 
the  Britieh.  Subject  to  their  control,  they  direct  it  to 
the  advancement  of  all  their  pnblic  interests ;  and  it  ta 
no  mean  instrument  of  that  advancement.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  vital  spirit  of  their  internal  navigationy 
which  it  cannot  fail  to  exalt  into  a  ooneequence  that 
may  hereafter  greatly  affect  us.  Would  not  the  pros- 
ecution of  our  projects  to  complete  effect  reeult  imme- 
diately in  giving  to  dtiaene  of  the  United  States  the 
entire  profits  of  this  trade,  and  to  Government  all  the 
security  and  influence  connected  with  a  thickly  settled 
frontier,  and  a  most  decided  euperiority  of  shipping  oa 
thelekesi 

Nothing  oan  be  more  certaiii  than  that  the  oonttn- 
nan^e  of  our  Union  is  oseentiai  to  our  freedom.  Tha 
mesne  of  this  continuance  are  to  be  found  only  in  tha 
strength  of  our  common  interests.  *  Whatever  extends 
and  consolidatee  these  intereets,  must  be  of  dietio* 
guiebed  importanee  to  Government;  and  can  any* 
thing  be  imagined  more  efficaciously  conducive  to 
theee  objects  than  opening  to  distant  sections  of  our 
country  the  means  of  aasy  and  profitably  intercoumat 
Yirtuoue  and  enlightened  men  among  us  have  long 
delighted  themselves  with  looking  forward  to  the  pe- 
riod when  a  canal  communication  between  the  Hudsoa 
and  Lake  Erie  would  afford  to  half  the  United  States 
more  emple  means  of  promoting  every  sooial  htterest 
than  have  heretofore,  in  any  country,  been  furnished 
by  the  accomplishment  of  any  homian  enterprise. 

Theadvantagee  ofcanala  were  not  entirely  unknown 
to  ancient  Governmente.  Among  theoK  the  wtseet 
and  most  powerfril  exeeoted  works  of  this  kind  ia 
every  direetion  through  their  territoriee,  for  the  piir» 
posa  of  agfifiultnre*  oommeroe,  and  War;  The  veeygea 
of  many  of  theee  are  etill  discoverable;  and  they  arr 
doubtless  to  be  reckoned  among  the  most  impressive 
memoriala  that  remain  of  andent  greatness.  Whea 
we  raooUect  the  instramentaUty  which  eanala  have 
formerly  exhibited  in  collecting  the  bleesings  of  wealth, 
strength,  and  a  crowded  population  for  every  country 
through  which  they  passed,  and.  see  those  very  coun- 
tries, by  the  neglect  and  ruin  of  them,  reduced  to  their 
original  barrenness,  can  we  suppress  a  conviction  of 
their  immense  utility  t  But  it  u  not  alone  from  his- 
tory, and  the  faint  traces  of  them  wbich  have  survived 
the  lapse  of  many  centuries,  that  the  advantages  of 
these  improvements  are  to  be  known.  There  are 
proofr  more  conclusive ;  our  own  times  furnish  them. 
In  contemplating  the  present  state  of  Europe,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  be  struck  with  the  number  and  extent 
of  her  canals;  and  wo  perceive  tbat  they  abound  most 
in  those  countries  where  the  wants  of  the  social  etate 
and  the  means  of  power  have  been  most  diligently  ex- 
plored, and  are  mo^  profoundly  undeiatcfod.    Wa  §— 
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tfiem  Aero  enaUiBg  exteiwive  anpires  to  hokl  is  tpeedy 
■dminiitrttion  to  erery.pobKe  «bj«et  aR  thd  reaoinrew 
of  their  moft  remote  leetioDt,  and,  •!  tiie  Mine  tune^ 
inrrrMinr  tlio«e  rewurcei  prodipoiiely,  fcy  Ae  eooa- 
omtctl  exchaDge»  of  which  ihey  are  the  ocfMioii*  Bx- 
perienee  ia  alwaya  »  aafe  giriile ;  It  «•  «!*«^y  «<>. i» 
ar6ata#  when  it  haa  been  aequirad  is  die  nndbt  of  diffl- 
ealtSea  aniT  dangera,  and  haa  bven  anotMoed  hy  the 
wMem  of  dlfierent  natiooa.  If,  Aen,  in  the  pvaaaiiig 
Ct%ciieiaa  ef  leoani  eraati^  wbaa  awiy  power  ofa^ 
tional  defimee  and  anaoyeBee  baa  heen^exartedi,  wfaea 
all  the  eapaoHiea  of  into,  ae  indi«fdaafci«  nd  in  polit* 
iral  coaibinetion,  have  baen  sena^aU j  eeottai,  wa 
•baefve  in  IM  qoarter  ef  the  glaha  a  perpetsally  grow- 
ing attentioa  to  the  a^jeet  otf ^analai  fe  it  ae(  eipadi- 
aat,  ia  it  aot  n^iae,  ibr  aa  to  engage  m  aiakiDg  them  1 
Noceoatij  ia  more  auaceptibleof  all  their  banefiutbao 
eara ;  none  of  larger  extent  neoniia  fewer  iiapedi- 
taenta  to  their  ceaatroetien.  TheT  eeaatinto  iaaprova* 
swnta  pecQliariy  fit  fbr  a  RepaUie.  Tbej  eontrftnto 
eauany  to  the  aafety  and  opalenee  of  the  people^  and 
the  repotaiion  and  reaoureea  of  the  Govanmea*. 
They  are  ei|nally  deairable  in  relbrence  to  the  employ- 
m^nta  of  peaee  and  the  operationa  ef  watk  In  what>- 
gver  light  Aay  are  Tiewed,  they  aeem  to  eomMne  the 
anhatanttal  gloriea  ofthe  meat  aplendid  and  permaMofc 

Bat  if  the  execntion  of  thoae  of  which  we  are  the 
advoeateebe  impiaeticable^orwonld  Involve  an  expeaae 
diapropartioaatale  their  value,  they  can  have  no  claim 
«penihelbvaroftheNalieiMai.egialatara»  Do  tbeae 
tapka  we  entcrtala  no  deabta.  The  minnU  eaMniaa- 
lien  which  baa  been  flflade  thia  aeaaoat  under  oar  au- 
partntmidence,  of  all  the  landa  whieh  theae  eenala  wiU 
Inveiee,  haa  convinced  natbat  an  expeadttnre  not  ex- 
evading  tea  miilioaa  of  doUaia  wonld*  be  aoflkient  to 
petfeet  then.  Mball  they  lemain  nnatlempied  1  The 
fttate  of  New  York  ia  net  uaavrare  of  her  ioUreata^ 
a«r  dlaindined  to  praeeeole  them  ;  bni  where  thaee  of 
tha  OenemI  Oovevatten*  eve  nailed  wUh  heni  and 
aaem  to  be  paramoanUahe  decani  il  her  duQr  to  aeh 
fiir  their  aaaiateaceb  Wharafore^  in  bar  behalf  we 
aalicit  yaar  honorable  body  to  audie  auoh  an  appaopria* 
tion,  ia  landa  or  iMiaey^toaid.iB  dia  eaaalractioa  of 
theaa  caaala,  aa  yMi^^ia  yaui  wiadam,.  may  think  saa- 
aaaaMft  and  jaat* 

By  order  and  iu  behalf  of  the  aaid  ceaMuiaiiaiMia,  at 
a  maetaiig  held  in  Albany  an  the  lOth  Novembor*  im^ 
DB  WPTT  GUHTOHyFmidmL 


An  Act  to  proivida  far  the  hugaiamaatef  tha  mtowat 
nawgatieneTtfab  Stole.    Ismail  April  17^  fSM. 

I,  Beit  maided  dy  ikeptopk nf  M<  AEdtfe nf  Ttew 
Yctk,  np^Ktiiedm  StnaiM  and  AstemhiHi  That  8fe> 
phen  Van  Renaaelaer,  De  Witt  Clintom  Samuel  Tonng, 
ioacph  Ellicoit,  and  Myron  Bolley,  be,  and  they  aia 
hereby,  appointed  commiaaionera  to  connder,  devba, 
and  adopt  such  meaaarea  aa  may  or  ahall  be  reqaipite 
to  facilitate  and  afiect  the  commttnicaUoa»  by  meana 
of  canala  and  locVa,  between  the  navigable  watera  of 
Hodaon  river  and  I^ke  Erie,  and  the  aaid  navigable 
waterii  and  Lake  Champlain ;  and,  in  caae  of  the  reaig- 
nation  or  death  of  any  of  the  aaid  commiaaionera,  the 
vacancy  thereby  ocoaaioned  ihall  be  aupplied  hj  the 
Ipcgialature,  in  Hhe  manner  in  which  Sonatora  of  the 
IJnUed'Sutea  ftom  tl^ia  Stale  are  directed  to  be  choton. 

S.  Andbe  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  aaid  com- 
niasionera  ahau  chooae  one  of  their  number  to  be 


preaident  of  dieir  beard,  and  ahal  apfpoint  a  fit . 
for  their  aecretonr,  who  ahall  he  allowed  and  paid  aqdi 
aalaiy  aa  the  aaid  cammltolMieai  ahaH  d^em  iwoper  and 
reaeanable;  and  thh  preaident  of  the  aaid  heard  of 
commaaioaeri  ahall  have  power  to  eall  «  meetiBg  ef 
the  aamewhenever,  in  hia  opiniaa,  the  pablle  mtoiaati 
reqaire  H;  aad  the  aaid  board  may  adjenni,  fivm  time 
to  time,  to  meat  ai  aay  time  a«d  plaea  they  aaey  dnna 
moat  eondadva  to  the  puhUe  good;  and  liBrthar,dM 
aaid  eommiarionere  ahalt  h«va  power  to  eaiptoy  each 
and  ao  many  agenta,  engineera,  aarveyoia,  draagfato 
BMnr  and  other  p^raena,  aa  ia  their  optnioa  may  be 
itoceaaaiy  to  enable  them  to  Iblfil  and  diaeharge  the 
dttitea  impoaed  upon  them  by  tfaie  actt  mad  to  altow 
and  pay  the  aaidageata»engineem,aQrveyoia,diaagfato> 
men,  aiad  other  penona,  for  their  raapectm  aervieaii 
snch  aum  or  aama  aa  BMf  be  adofaate  aad  iwaaonaUab 
8.  And  be  U  fwrther  etmded^  That  it  ahafl  be  tba 
duty  of  the  aaid  eoaMiiaalenen^  aa  aooa  ae  aia^  he  after 
theptoaiog  ef  thie  act,  to  oanee  thsaa  parte  of  the 
ritoiy  ef  tUaStoto  whioh  au^  lie  open  ar  oam ' 
to  the  probeUa  ceaiaea  and  rangee  of  the  aaid 
tobeexptored  aad  exeaMned,  lor  the  porpoeo  of  fiaiag 
and  determiaing  the  moat  eligible  aad  propet  vettlm 
for  the  aama»  and  to  caaaa  aU  naeeaaaiy  aurvaya  aad 
lofele  to  be  ti^a,  and  aooarate  mapa»  Md-hooha,  aad 
draaghto  thereof  to  l^e  amde;  and  farther,  to  adapt  aad 
reeemmend  proper  plana  for  the  eeaatradmi  aiid  fot^ 
malaaa  of  the  aaid  canala,  and  of  the  loeha^  danuy  e9a> 
baahmento,  taaaela,  and  afnednola  which  BMy  be 
aaccaaary  for  the  coa^>fotion  of  the  aame»  and  to  oanm 
all  neeaaaaiy  ^a^  dranghta»  aad  madala  Ihcreaf  to  be 
eiaoated  nndBr 


4.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the  aaid  cem^ 
mtaaienefv,  or  a  majority  of  them,  ahall  be,  aad  they 
are  hereby,  aatfioriaed  and  repaired  to  make  appliea» 
tleQ»  in  behalf  of  thia  Stoto,  to  the  Govemmeni  ef  the 
United  Statoa,  and  of  each  Statoa  and  Tenitoriee  aa 
may  be  banelltted  by  the  aaid  canala,  or  either  of  theai^ 
to  the  proprieterB  of  laada  thiaagh  or  neer  which  the 
aaid  canala,  or  either  of  them,  may  or  may  be  prapoaed 
to  paaa,  to  alf  bodiea  pelitie  emd  eorperato,  pablic  or 
private,  and  to  all  citiiena  or  inhabitaiite  ef  thia  or  any 
other  of  the  United  Statoe,  for  eeaaioaa,  gwaia^  or  d»> 
natienaof  land  or  money,  for  the  parpoee  of  aidhig  la 
the  conatinctkm  or  eomplettng  of  both  ar  either  of  tie 
aaid  canala^  accordiag  to  fke  diaw^iau  of  the  aeeeral 
gfaatafeor  donora,  aad  to  tahe  to  the  paapte  af  Aaa 
Sum  each  gnmtoaad  eoafeayancea  ae  may  ha  pMpar 
and  competent  to  veal  a  good  and  avAcient  titlain  fta 
aaid  people  to  the  landa  ae  to  ha  eaded  or  giaatod  aa 
aforeaaid;  and,  for  the  pamoaBe  above  aioalfauad^  it 
ahall  be  th»  daty  af  the  aaid  eammiaaianeia  to  epea 
hooka  ef  anBacriplioB  ia  aneh  amd  aa  many  plaoea  oi 
«»ymaf  think  naeeaaaiy  and  expadieat  aad  aadbr 
each  lolee  aad  regnlatieoa  aa  they  may  freai  thna  to 
imeeetoUiah;  and  ftirther,  it  ahaK  be  their  da»f  to 
aeaertaitt  whether,  to  any  and  to  what  atoonat,  mi 
apon  what  terma^  loana  of  moaey  may  or  oaa  ha  piw- 
cnred^  on  Ihe  ciedit  of  thia  Stato,  for  the  parpoam 
aforeaatd. 

&.  And  be  ft  further  enmeted,  That  it  ahall  he  the 
doty  ofthe  aaid  commiaBionera  to  make,  ar  caoae  to  be 
made^  with  aa  much  aocnracy  and  minMeneaa  aa  aaay 
be,  calcnlationa  and  eatimatea  of  the  anm  or  attma  of 
money  which  may  or  will  be  neoeaaary  for  completing 
each  ofthe  aaid  canmla,  according  to  the  plan  or  plana 
which  nmy  be  adopted  and  recommended  by  them  for 
the  conatniction  o#  fonnstioD  of  the  aame^  aad  to  ecoaa 
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Leave  of  Abence  to  Mr,  Sergeant. 


H.  or  R« 


iM  Mtd  cfticslitioni  tuid  etIioMtw,  and  all  HinPtyi, 
BMM,  fieU-lHMluu  plans,  dnttfliU,  and  modck  anthar- 
iMd  and  directed  by  this  act,  or  m  nao  j  thareof  a> 
may  be  oomplciadf  logathar  with  a  plain  and  oompra* 
hcDMTe  report  of  all  tbeir  procaedinga  under  and  bj 
virtae  of  thb  act,  to  be  preaented  to  the  Legislature  of 
thu  State  within  twen^  daja  after  the  oommBnceaent 
of  the  next  regular  annual  feuion  thereof 

6.  And  be  it  further  eiuuied.  That  the  treaanrer 
ahall,  on  the  warrant  of  the  comptroller,  pay  to  the 
order  of  a  majority  of  the  aaid  oommtuionerv,  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
any  sum  or  sums  not  ezoeeding  twenty  thousand  dol* 
lara,  and  fi>r  which  the  said  commisaionen  ahill  account 
to  the  cdmplroiler  of  thta  Slate. 

7.  Andbeii  furiker  mtuM^  That  the  a«t  eDtMed 
*An  act  to  pionda  for  the  nipiioveaMttl  el  tba  inlanial 
navigaiianof  ihia  8taW  pwMd  tha  8th  dif  of  ^tl» 
1811,  and  ti|n  act  entitled  **An  act  further  to  pro^^ide 
for  the  improv«meat  of  the  internal  aavigatioa  of  this 
State,"  pamd  June  19, 1813,  be,  and  the  sama  jaro 
hereby,  repealed. 

L£AVE  OF  ABSBNCE  TO  MB.  aSRaSANT. 

Mf.  HorKiNsoN,  of  Pennsylvanit,  ftf^  rtating 
the  actual  or  «ooftein plated  departure  of  Mr.  Ser- 
OEANT,a  member  ef  this  House  from  Penusylra- 
nia,  for  Europe,  and  the  little  ad  ran  tage  and  the 
needlesa  trouble  an  eleciiou  to  sapply  his  place 
far  a  sh«ft  Tematndec^f  this  seasion  wuulil  afford, 
which  eonaUkmtioa  prereoied  Mr.  S.  firom  re- 
signing bin  8cac---moved,  that  Mr.  Sbssbamt  have 
^ve  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  sesRMiB. 

This  motion,  was  objected  to  bjr  Mr.FosaYTB, 
19  noprecedaBted  and  loeorreet,  maamueh  as  the 
member  in  question  had  not  appeared  in  his  seat 
it  the  present  aesaioB,  and  could  not  have  leare 
af  abeeode,  where  iie  iiad  not  beea  ptesent. 

Hence  arose  a  brief  Miate. 

Messes.  Pitkin,  lioPKiH80«|  aad  GhiosraioiL 
tad  others,  supported  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
of  precedenta  somewhat  anaiogous,  and  on  the 
Bierit  of  Mr.  SaaaiAifT'B  claim  to  this  ioditlgebce, 
an  accouac  of  the  importance  to  the  public  of  the 
busiikess  he  had  uaderiakea. 

Messrs.  NsLaon,  Foabttb,  and  SomrHARB,  op* 
posed  the  naoiioo,  fts  well  because  without  prece- 
dent applfcahle  to  the  case  as  withont  a  foonda* 
tioB  in  right  or  reason.  It  was  no  sufficient 
eieuie,  it  was  contended,  panicukiTly  by  Mr. 
BlELaoii,  for  a  member  of  this  House  to  abandon 
his  duties,  that  he  had  aecepteJ  another  post  oi* 
honor  nr  6f  profit ;  his  doties  and  oMigations  in 
and  to  this  House  being  paramount  to  any  other 
except  those  of  oeceftsity^ 

By  some  genflemen,  both  for  and  against  the 
notion,  it  was  contended  and  admitted,  that  Mr. 
SaaQEAMT^B  absence  was  a  question  between  him 
tad  his  constiiueBts,  with  which  the  House  bad 
00  concern.  But,  oA  the  other  hand,  it  was  ob- 
jected that  to  pass  a  vote  jriving  him  leare  of 
absence,  would  be  sanctioning  what  was  certainly 
a  ret ioqui^h meat  of  his  public  duties. 

At  length,  Mr.  Hopkiksou  varied  bis  motion, 
ao  as  to  stand  thus ;  that  Mr.  BeaoBANt  be  excused 
from  attending  the  House  fat  tbe  remainder  of 
thasesaion. 


To  tbia  also  Mr.  FoaaYTa  obieeied,  eonsider»> 
inff  it  in  aubslanee  the  same  as  the  first. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  it  was  taken^-^yeat 
74,  nays  8ii    So  ihe  motion  was  rejected. 


TeDRanAT,  December  12. 

Three  other  roembep*,  to  witt  fnmn  New  Yerk 
WiBTBirWiLiAWOBBr,  jua.i  from  Viffiota^JoflM 
Kam BoiiPB ;  and  frean  Sooth  CaroUaa,  Tbomab 
Mooes,  appeared  und  took  their  seatt. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  meaeDted  the  memorial  of  the 
MaiiagerB  of  ihe  Ddia  ware  ami  Ohesapealee  OBBal 
Company,  Ibratoriy  preaeaficd.  He  naovedttaK 
it  be  referred  to  a  aeleet  committee. 

Mr*  InoB-AM  aald.  be  was  frieadiy  to  the  bii»- 
morial,  bat  soggesM  the  propnety  ol  ha  befog  r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committca  on  Caoala  and  Roadi^ 
already  created. 

Mr.  Wbioht  remarked  tbat  thie  case  waa  nei 
aa  applicatioo  for  a  canal  to  be  laid  out,  or  eatab* 
lished  by  law,  but  was  matarially  distiBgoinbable 
from  that  ease ;  that  already  a  company  had  fised 
the  site,  and  made  considerable  progress  in  the 
business;  but  finding  their  funds  inadequate  to 
the  object,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Dela- 
ware, bad  each,  on  tbeir  appUeatiOB,  takea  a. eon* 
siderable  share  in  the  stock ;  hence  we  were  not 
left  to  infer  the  propriety  of  catting  the  eanal  or 
the  site  of  it.  This  memorial,  alter  exbtbitiog 
the  approbation  of  the  private  and  public  adreiH 
terers,  asks  the  United  Stales  also  to  become  ad- 
▼eatttrefs  aad  stoekbo<ders,  to  aid  in  the  cempia* 
tion  of  BO  tmportaac  a  work.  I,  sir,  can  baee  ao 
objection  to  that  committee  \  but  ia  the  ma«ef 
tbeir  labocs,!  presume  it  will  not  be  ao  evdosively 
attended  to  aa  if  aubmiiied  to  a  select  commtitae^ 
to  wbicb  1  hope  it  may  be  referred. 

It  was  referred,  howeveri  to4be  CoagMaittee  an 
Roads  aad  CaBalk 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoN,  from  ibe  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Landsy  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Kentucky  Aboliuon  Socieiyi  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  iie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CaHBiicv,  from  tba  committee  apipoioted 
on  the  peittion  it  Doctor  Jamies  Smiib|  veported 
a  bill  supplameaf  ry  <o  Ibe^jpt  bofietofiMe  pasawd^ 
''for  the  enceuragement  of  vaccination,"  wliich 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLBAN,the  select  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolircioa 
of  the  4ih  instant,  were  instructed  to  ioqaire  into 
the  expedtency  or  opening  the  road  from  Re/- 
noldffbureh,  in  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,  to  inter- 
sect the  Ndtchez  road,  as  surveyed  and  marked 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  lot  that  purpose ; 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BbyaiCi  the  Committee  en 
Military  Affairs  were  inatrueted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  fur  the  pay- 
ment of  such  articles  of  military  clothing  as  maf 
be  due  soldiers  discharged  from  the  Army  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr..BBifii«TT,  the  Cdinmillee  of 
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Ways  and  Means  were  instrncted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  nfmodifyiniror  repenting  cbe  act, 
entitled,  "An  act  laying  dotiev  on  lioensen  lo  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spiriiuous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise." 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Williams,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eommit 
tee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a 
bill  *'  to  authorize  the  settlement  nnd  payment  of 
eeriain  claims  for  the  services  of  the  miliiia.^ 

(This  bill  requires  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  credit  and  settle  all  accounts  for  ser* 
T lees  of  any  detachments  of  militia  called  into 
service  under  the  authority  of  the  States  for  the 
defence  of  any  part  of  the  United  States  against 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  in 
the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  principles  as 
accounts  for  the  services  of  militia  called  out 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea— pay- 
ment tberefurHo  be  made  in  six  per  oent.  stoca, 
to  be  created  for  the  purpose,  provided  the  Stales 
interested  shall  accent  the  same  as  full  satiafac* 
tion  for  the  claims.j  The  bill  was  twice  ready 
and  committed. 

Mr.  JoBwaoii,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  three  ad- 
ditional Military  Academies,  (one  in  this  Dis- 
trict, one  at  Mount  Dearborn,  South  Carolina, 
and  one  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport,  Kentucky, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Licking  rivers.) 
The  bill  received  the  usual  readingi^and  was 
committed  to  the  same  committee  to  whom  was 
eommitted  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
corps  of  invalids. 

Mr.  WiLOB,  of  Georgia,  offered' for  considera- 
tion  the  following  resolution,  under  the  impulse 
of  positive  information  of  its  necessity ;  to  pre- 
vent frauds  committed  by  the  sales  of  vessels 
abroad,  and  discharging  the  seamen  without  pay- 
ment of  their  wages,  dtc.: 

Xeiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rels-> 
tions  be  instructed  to  inquire  what  slterations  are  ne- 
eessarj  in  the  several  acts  for  the  government  and 
regolstion  of  seamen  in  the  merchant  service,  and  for 
the  relief  of  sick  snd  disabled  seamen,  or  of  those  dia- 
dUrged  abroad  after  the  sale  of  their  veaaela.  ' 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Smitb,  of 
Maryland,  respecting  ezi»ting  laws  and  usa^eA 
on  toe  subject,  and  uy  Mr.  Wilob,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to.  .  . 

Mr.  Bennett  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Retoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  end  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  modifying  the  act  laying  duties  on  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liqaors,  and  foreign  merchandise. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked, 
thai,  as  a  member  of  tlie  Committee  of  Wayx 
and  Means,  he  certainty  could  have  no  objection 
to  any  inquiry  which  the  Hoosie  might  direct ; 
but,  in  his  opinion,  there  never  had  been  a  mo- 
ment when  there  was  less  ioducemtnt  to  repfal 
this  tax  than  now  j  and  stronger  rta»oos  might 
perhaps  be  adduced  for  iucreaiiing  than  for  redu- 


cing if.  He  had  riaeo  only  t»  say,  that  he  diA 
not'wish  those  who,  with  himtWoufd  vote  for  the 
inquiry,  because  requested  by  a  member,  to  be 
considered  as  at  all  pledged  to  co-operate  in  the 
ultimate  object  of  the  mover. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  (who 
Fus^eated  the  great  economy  and  saving  to  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  benefit  to  the  soldiers, 
of  such  a  provision,)  it  was 

Retolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  a  com- 
mutation for  money  of  the  bounty  land  to  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  and  that  they  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwi^ie. 

Mr.  Atbbbton,  of  New  Hampshire,  oflered 
for  consideration  a  reeolution  embracing  the  pro- 
position of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  following  words: 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  esUblish  a 
National  Univeisity." 

And  on  the  usual  question,  will  the  House 
now  ||iroceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  ibus:  For 
considering  it  54,  against  it  86. 

NATIONAL  FLAG. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbvbotbb,  of  New  York, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  bis 
motion  to  apfioint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  flag  of  the  Uaited- 
Slates. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  deemed  it  improper,  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  business,  to  discusa  the  mer- 
its of  the  proposition  to  alter  the  flag,  aa  the  ob- 
ject of  bis  motion  was  inquiry  only.  As  to  any 
essential  alteration,  he  hoped  no  roan  in  the  House 
would  consent  to  phange  a  flag,  under  which  had 
been  falsified  the  predictions  of  European  ora* 
tors  and  paragraph ists,  when  they  said  the  Yan- 
kee cock-boata  were  to  be  apeedily  driven  from 
the  ocean.  His  object,  Mr.  W.  said,  waji  to  make 
an  unesiicntial  variation.  When  first  adopted, 
the  flag  bore  one  star  and  one  stripe  for  every 
States  when  two  additional  States  entered  the 
Uaion,  the  flag  had  been  altered  by  a  special  act, 
by  the  addition  of  two  stars  and  stripes,  which 
made  the  fl4g  correspond  to  the  fact.  Since  that 
alteration,  four  States  have  been  added,  and  the 
flag  remains  the  same.  Conceiving  this  not  to 
be  correct,  and  that  the  flag  might  be  appropri- 
ately altered,  he  hoped  the  House  would  consent 
to  the  proposed  inquiry. 

Mr.  Kobbbtbon.  of  Indiana,  said  he  had«  for 
his  part,  no  objection  to  the  proposed  alteration  f 
aud  suggested  the  expediency  of  some  general 
law  fur  altering  the  flag  in  future,  by  proclama- 
tion of  the  Executive,  on  the  admission  of  new 
States  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  TAYI.0B,  of  New  York,  was  in  favor  of 
the  ioquiry,  and  for  a  reason  different  from  that 
assigned  by  his  colleague.  He  had  b«en  informed 
by  naval  gentlemen,  that  our  fl<ig  could  be  seea 
aud  recognised  on  the  ocean  at  a  greater  diKiauce 
than  that  of  any  other  natioa.    If  the  stripea  and 
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Stan  were  ioerea^ed,  the  'flag  woold  become  less 
dtMiiaet  to  distaot  obierfation,  wtiich  Mr.  T.  wa» 
desirous  to  prevent,  and  therefore  was  in  favor  of 
restoring  toe  ft«g  to  Its  original  character  of 
thirteen  stars  and  stripes,  and  establishing  it  per- 
manently the  same. 

The  motioD  of  Mr.  Wbndoyer  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  ordered  to  be  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

CARRIAGE  TAX. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  prefaced  a  motion 
he  rose  to  make  by  some  observations  to  show 
the  severity  of  the  operation  of  the  carriage  tai 
on  that  description  of  carriagesy  (light  wa^fons, 
&c.)  ased  by  farmers  and  people  in  moderate  cir- 
ca rosiances,  on  farming  and  market  business,  and 
occasionally  in  carrying  families  to  church,  or  to 
see  their  neisrhborx,  dbc,  and  argued  that,  as  the 
faiib  of  the  United  Steles  was  no  longer  pledged 
to  retain  tbe'  tax,  it  should  be  dispensed  with 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service.  He  then 
moved — 

'*  That  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  theexpedieooy  of  repealing  so 
mnch  of  the  law  Isying  a  tax  on  carriages,  «c.,  as  re- 
lates to  carriages  and  harness,  not  exceeding  one  hon- 
dred  dollars  in  value." 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
this  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  the  limit  to  one 
hundred  dollars  in  value,  and  thus  to  include  an 
inquiry  into  the  ex|iediency  of  rejpealioi;  the 
whole  law.  He  predicated  this  motion  on  the 
inequality  of  the  operation  of  this  whole  tax, 
which  was  very  grievous  in  some  sections  of  tbe 
country,  while  in  the  larger  proportion  it  was 

searcefV  ^^''- 
Mr.  DfiSBA,  of  Kentucky,  was  apposed  to  Mr. 

Wsio^t's  motion,  thinking  that  no  tax  could  be 
more  equitable  than  a  tax  on  luxury  and  expen- 
sive hatits.  As  to  ihe  inequality  of  the  tax,  it 
was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  inequal- 
ity, in  an  inverse  proportion,  of  other  taxes. 

Mr.  Wriobt'b  amendment  was  tost;  and  Mr 
Boot's  motion  carried,  but  not  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 


•* 


Friday,  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
WitxiAM  laviNO,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 
'  Mr.  Arobbb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in* 
habitants  of  Hartford  county,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  praying  that  a  law  be  passed  prohibit- 
iog,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of  bread- 
staffs,  and  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  from 
grain,  in  consequence  of  the  short  crops  of  those 
articles  made  at  the  last  harvest,  and  the  hi«rb 
price  they  now  bear.—Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Mauufacture^. 

Mr.  BettS;  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petiiiua  oi  Luiher  Bio2h»m,  made  report, 
which  was  read :  When  Mr.  Bbttb  reported  a  bill 
for  the  reliefof  Luiber  Bingham,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cumoiiitee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 


On  rootton  of  Mr.  Jobitboh,  of  Keniueky,  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  were 
iuHtrucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opeo* 
ing  a  road  from  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio,  to  New- 
castle, and  thence  by  Boone  court-house,  ^.,  te 
Cincinnati ;  and  the  Committee  of  Pensions  were 
mstructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing to  the  heirs  of  fidward  Abbott  and  Joha 
Abbott  the  pay  due  to  them  fur  services  in  the* 
Revolutionary  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  SecrPiary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  claim* 
of  Peniland,  Hegios,  and  Co.;  which,  together 
with  said  petition,  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.. 
T.  Wilson,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

MILITIA  OF  THB  STATES. 

The  SpfiAKBR  laid  before  ihe  House  a  letter 
ftom  tbe  aetiog  Secretarf  of  War,  enclosing  **A 
plan  for  classing  and  arming  the  militia,  and  for 
calling  them  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union, suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasioo,**' 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  passed 
on  the  16th  of  April  last;  which  were  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  a  re-organixatioi^  of 
the  Militia.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

DsjPAKTXsirT  09  Wab,  Dte.  1S»  1816. 

Sir  :  In  eon^pliance  with  a  reaolution  of  tbe  Hoaae 
of  Baprasentatives»  dated  the  16th  of  April  last,  le- 
questtng  the  SecratSrj  of  War  **  to  rsport,  at  an  ear^ 
iMjf  of  the  next  asssion  of  Congress,  a  system  for  the 
organisation  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  best  calcQ* 
latedf  in  his  opinion,  to  promote  the  efficienoy  of  that 
Ibree,  when  called  into  the  public  service/*  I  have  the 
honor  to  sttbmit  the  enclosed  plan. 

With  seatimeato  of  great  leapect,  dw. 

GfiO.  GRAHAM, 
Aeiing  Sureiarjf  ef  IVkr* 

Hjurax  CiiAT,  ^ptaihtr  Hmtu  of 


A  Plan  for  classing  and  arming  tbe  militia,  and  for 
calling  them  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Uniooy 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invMionst  and  10 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes* 

The  militis  of  the  United  States  shall  he  classed  bj 
the  proper  authority  of  the  several  States  and  Tetrito* 
ries,  in  the  following  manner : 

Those  between  eighteen  and  twenty-one  years  of 
sge,  shall  be  called  the  minor  class ;  those  between  the 
age  of  twenty-one  and  thirty-one  years  of  age,  shall  be 
called  the  junior  class ;  and  those  over  thirty-one,  and 
under  forty-five  years  of  age,  shall  he  called  the  senior 
class  of  militia. 

That  the  militia  of  the  minor  class  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  within 
the  Suteor  Territory  to  which  they  belong,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  —  months. 

The  miUtia  of  the  senior  class  shsU  be  liable  to  be 
called  into  ttie  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  within  the 
State  or  Territory  to  which  thev  belong,  and  in  the 
adjoining  btates  and  Territories,  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing —  months. 

The  militia  of  the  junior  class  shall  be  liable  to  be 
callad  into  the  service  uf  the  United  States,  for  the 
perforins uce  of  any  duty  reqpirable  of  the  niilitia  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  Umted  States,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  —  moiAtbs. 
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That  when  atij  partim  of  the  aiiliUa  of  cIm  j«*ior 
dMVflhali  be  caJlwi  into  tbe  tenrioe  of  the  United  Sutee, 

fm  •  tenn  exceeding monthe,  they  ehall,  by  the 

United  StetMj  be  ermed,  equipped,  and  clothed,  in  the 
name  manner  aa  the  regular  troope. 

That  the  mditaa  of  the  minor  and  junior  daaws,  of 
etach  division,  shaJl  be  annually  aitembled  at  not  more 
Ihan  two  cantonments  within  tbe  same,  at  such  time 
and  place,  and  for  such  periods,  as  shall  be  designated 
by  the  proper  authnrity  of  the  seversl  States  and  Ter- 
ritories ;  during  which  time,  they  shall  be  trained  under 
the  authority  of  the  States  agreeably  to  the  system, 
discipline,  and  police,  which  is  or  may  be  adopted  for 
tiie  goTemment  of  the  Army.  And  officers  or  experi- 
ence shall  be  detailed  by  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  who  shall,  at  the  times  and 
places  appointed,  organise  the  militia  ao  assembled, 
into  companies,  battdions^  regiments  and  corps,  and 
eoBBiand  the  aame  accordingly,  daring  Ifatir  encamp- 
Joenft:  Promded*  That  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  all  non- 
osmmWoned  offioen,  under  thir^«o&e  yearaof  age, 
«tho  may  not  be  detailed  for  command,  punctually  to 
attend  siiob  encampment  of  their  division,  and  act  in 
any  capacity  of  ataC  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
-ivhM^ shall  be  emjgned  them:  ProMtd  oUot  That 
the  militia  of  the  said  minor  and  junior  classes,  belong- 
ing to  the  cavalry,  shall  attend,  and  be  organised  and 
iniimcted  as  infantiy. 

That  whilst  the  militia  are  so  assembled,  they  shall 
%e  subsisted  and  eq[uipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
'•utee.pronded  tbeyehallhe  oriMootand  embodied  by 
the  eeveni  -States,  for  a  periodnol  lees  than weekf. 

•Tliat  the  mititia  diall  be  oiganiied  by  the  Legiila. 
Ilirea  of  the  eeveial  States  and  Teniieries,  into  dirie- 
fons,  bri^des,  regimenls,  and  eorpe;  and  that  the 
«iganiiation  of  the  regimente  of  infhntry,  riflemen, 
and  cavalry,  shall  be  theeameasis  nowmecribed  for 
the  organnatien  of  the  tnfontiy  of  the  united  Sutes. 
A  brigade -shall  be  eonposed  of  four  regiments  of  in- 
fontiy,  one  xegnnent  «f  riflemen,  one  battalion  of  artU- 
loiy*  (to  be  orguiiaed  as  ^e  eorps  of  artfllery  of  4he 
regular  army  is  now  omanised.)  and  of  as  many 
AnKipB  of  cavalry  as  the  lUecutives  of  ibe  several 
Btntes  and  Territories  may  aulhoriae,  not 


And  the  privftes  of  the  rifle  regiment,  and  of  the 
JBght  companies  pf  each  raiment  of  infantiy,  shall  be 
eompoaed  of  men  between  tbe  ages  of  eighteen  and 
thirty-one  years.  Two  brigades  shall  form  a  division. 
^  That  there  shall  be  erected  in  each  State  and  Ter- 
xUory,  by  the  United  States,  one  or  more  arsenal  or 
de|K>t  for  anns,  equipments,  tents,  and  equipage,  fiom 
srhich  supplies  shall  be  furnished  upon  requisitions  of 
the  Executives  of  Sutes  or  Territories,  made  upon  the 
"War  Department,  from  which  all  orders  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  supplies  must  be  given ;  and  the  arms  and 
equipments  so  delivered  shall  be  charged  to  the  States 
gnd^  Territories,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
April  23^  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole} 
body  of  the  mOiUa:  Provided,  lliat,  m  heu  of  the 
appropriation  under  that  act,  there  shall  be  applied, 
annually,  under  the  direction  of  the  PreMdent  of  the 
IlAited  States,  the  sum  of dollars. 

That  such  tents  and  camp  equipage  as  may  be  de- 
livered to  the  militia,  shall  be  receipted  for  at  the  de- 
pots, by  officers  designated  for  that  piarpose  kj  the 
Executives  of  the  several  Sutes  and  Territories,  and 
charged  to  them :  Provided,  That  credit  shall  be  given 
for  all  such  as  may  be  returned  without  other  damage 
than  the  usual  injury  of  eerrioe. 


That  fritene^ur  the  U«ited  Slatee  ahaU  bo  invaded, 
or,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pitsident,  shall  be  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  invasion  from  any  foraigft  nation  cr 
Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  forth  edch 
numbers  of  the  militia  aa  he  may  judge  aeoesaaqr  te 
repel  such  invasion. 

That  whenever  the  hwa  of  the  United  Sutes  shall 
he  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  be  dbetructed,  by 
combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  prooeedings,  or  by  the  pow- 
ers vested  by  law  in  the  maiebile,  it  oball  be  the  duty 
of  |he  Preauleni  to  call  forth  such  portion  of  the  mili- 
tia as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to  euppr^ae 
such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed. 

That,  vrhenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
purposes  aforesud,  it  ahall  be  his  doty  forthwith,  %y 
proclamation,  tooomraoDd  such  ineorgents  to  dispense 
and  retire  peaeeablv  to  their  Nepeetive  abodes  wifhia 
a  time  to  be  limited  in  the  pioclamatiDn. 

lliat  in  caae  of  an  insamction  in  any  State  or  Tai^ 
ritoiy  againat  the  Government  theieoi;  it  ahall  bo  tbe 
duty  of  the  President,  on  the  application  of  the  Z«^io- 
Jature  of  luch  SUto  or  Territory,  or  of  the  Exoeative 
of  auch  State  or  Territory,  when  tbe  LegislaUiffe  there- 
of cannot  conveniently  be  convened,  to  call  fosth  such 
number  of  the  militia  of  any  SUto  or  Territory  as 
may,  in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  to  euppraaaauch  in- 
surrectiop. 

That  whenever,  from  any  of  the  occurrencea  herein 
mentioned,  It  shall  become  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  call  forth  the  militia,  he  may  require  the  Governor 
or  tkimmander-in-cbief  of  the  militia  in  any  State  or 
Territory,  or  auch  officer  of  the  militia  as  he  may 
judge  expedient,  to  execute  hia  orders,  so  for  aa  ihey 
may  be  applieable  to  their  respective  oonmaada. 

Thai  whenever  any  part  of  the  miHtia  ahall  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  their  or^ 
ganisation  ahaU  be  the  aame  aa  may,  oi  the  timcb  be 
provided  by  law,  for  the  organisation  of  the  Aii^y  of 
the  United  Sutee ;  except  when  called  oat  by'  oom* 
panics,  corps,  regiments,  or  brigades,  when  th^y  ahalt 
preserve  their  lo^  organisation. 

That  the  militia  employed  in  the  servioeof  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  shaU  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  which  are,  or  shall  be,  provided  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes. 

That  every  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer,  who 
shall  foil  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Preaident,  or  the 
orders  of  a  superior  officer  of  the  militia,  which  may 
be  tMued  in  virtue  of  such  orders,  in  any  of  the  cases 
before  recited,  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  a  aom  not  ezceediBg  -^—mdaths*  pi^,  nor 

leas  than months'  psyt  which  he  saould  be>ettti- 

tied  to  faoeive  if  he  were  in  the  actual  aervioe  <if  the 
United  Sutea  for  life,  or  such  tem  of  yeam  ga  ahafl 
be  determined  and  judged  by  a  court  martial. 

That  every  offieer,  non-commissioned  officer,  aiiiffi- 
cian  and  private  of  the  militia,  who  shall  be  detached 
aa  aforesaid,  and  shall  disobey  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  of  any  superior  officer,  for^the  purpoaea  of  car« 
rying  into  efiect  the  object  herein  contemplated,  abafl 
be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  receive 
auch  punkhment  as  is  pointed  out  by  the  martial  law 
for  similar  oflences ;  and,  moreover,  the  non-coimnis- 
sioned  officer,  musician,  and  private,  detached  aa  afore* 
said,  or  ahall  be  accepted  as  substitutes,  aa  hereinafter 
mentioned,  who  shall  tefuse  or  neglect  to  march  and 
Join  his  corps,  when  ordofod  so  to  do  by  hisauperior 
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ottoer  in  Hm  d^UcbtDenlt  ^lidt  be  coatidered  m  a  de- 
serter from  the  eervice  of  the  United  Stttee,  end  ikeH 
lie  deelt  with  eceordingljr :  P^wridcd,  neverthektSf 
That  aoj  non-com miseioned  officer,  mneicitfn,  and  pri* 
vite  of  the  mtlitb,  who  fhellbe  detached  for  the  aer« 
«iee  of  the  United  Btatee  as  albreeatd,  ohall  have  a 
right  to  fomieh  an  aUe-bodied  man  hehmgtng  to  the 
militia  as  a  anhelitttte. 

That  regimental  e^aplaina  in  the  militia  whic^  have 
been,  or  ehall  be^  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Butee,  shall  receive  the  same  monthly  pay  and  rations 
as  a  captain  of  inisntry,  with  the  addition  of  forage  for 
one  horse ;  and  whenever  called  forth  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Statee,  division  quartermasters  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  pay,  emoloments,  and  aHowanee  of  a 
deputy  qnaiierviaeter  :geiieM4 ;  biigaile  qnwriennaaters 
to  the  pay,  emolaments,  and  allowance  of  an  assistant 
depoty  qoartermaster  general ;  and  regimental  qnar- 
termasters  to  the  pay  and  emolnments  of  a  lientenant 
of  infantry,  and  sixteen  dollara  per  month  in  addition 
thereto,  and  forage  for  one  horse ;  division  inspeetors 
shall  bs  entitled  to  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allow- 
anccs  of  a  lieutenant-colooel  of  infimtry ;  brigade  ma^ 
jorsto  the  pay,  emolumenta*  and  sUowanceeof  a  mijor 
of  iaftntiy ;  aids-de-camp  to  nugor  generals  to  <ho 
pay,  emolume&te,  and  alloscancea  of  a  m^jor  of  caval- 
ry ;  sod  aids-de-carop  to  brigadier  genecala  to  the  pej^, 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  cavalry. 

That  the  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by 
DarcbiDg  the  militia  of  any  State  or  Terrltoiy  of  the 
Uoited  States  to  their  places  of  rendexvoni,  in  pursq- 
ance  of  a  requisition  of  the  President,  or  which  shall 
have  been,  or  may  be,  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made 
by  the  authority  of  any  State  or  Territory  which  shall 
have  been,  or  may  be,  approved  bjr  him,  shall  be  ad- 
jested  and  paid  In  like  manner  as  the  expenses  incur" 
i«d  ailer  their  arrival  at  such  place  of  rendezvous,  on 
tbe  requisition  of  the  President :  Frtmidtd,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  he  considered  as  anthori- 
ting  any  speciee  of  expenditure  previous  to  arriving  at 
the  place  of  randeavous,  which  ia  not  provided,  by  ex- 
iitiog  la  we,  to  be  paid  for  aibr  their  armai  at  aoeh 
place  of  rendezvous. 

That  in  all  caeea  when  a  brigade  of  militia  shall  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slalee,  it.sfaall  \m 
the  duty  of  the  brigade  major  of  such  brigade  to  io^ 
•pact  and  musUr  the  samei»  ^^  'li^  (he  muster  rolls. 
If  leas  than  a  brigade  of  militia  be  called  into  the  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
a  brigade  major  of  the  division  wherein  such  milijia 
may  reodesvoue,  to  inspect  and  muster  the  same,  and 
sign  the  muster  rolls ;  two  musters  to  be  made  in  the 
manner  aloreeaid,  one  on  the  aBsemblin|[,  and  the 
other  on  the  discharge  of  such  militia.  If  it  should  so 
happen  that  there  be  no  brigade  major  in  the  brigade, 
^btrs  such  OftUtia  shall  he  called  outr  pr  in  thp  divi- 
>ion  where  they  shall  rendexvous^  the  commanding 
officer  may  direct  any  officer,  under  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  to  inspect  and  muster  the  militia  so 
•tiled  forth. 

That  no  writor  civil  procees,  iisaiiig  from  any  court 
of  the  United  Sutee,  shall  be  served  upon  aoy  militia 
ttiD,  or  levied  upon  his  property,  while  performing 
militia  duty  in  the  sexrice  of  the  United  States ;  nor 
ihall  any  judgment  be  entered  in  the  said  courts,  in 
uy  of  the  aforMaid  cases. 

^  Ail  offences  committed  by  the  officers,  non-commis- 
noned  officers,  privates,  or  musicians  of  the  militia, 
eabaequent  lo  tfaei^  detaefaffiem  for  the  service  cf  the 


United  States,  or  orders  to  march  for  that  service  agtna* 
aUy  herewith,  and  before  their  assembling  at  the  ap> 
pointed  place  of  rendezvous,  shall  be  tried  by  courts 
martial,  to  be  composed  of  militia  offtcers  only,  of  dm 
State  or  Territory  to  which  such  delinquents  ehaH  be* 
long,  not  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Statee» 
All  ofiencee  committed  by  the  offieers,  non-oomvi^ 
stoned  officers,  privates,  ormusicisne  of  the  mitittaf 
whilst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  shaM 
be  tried  by  courts  martial  composed  of  militia  officers 
only  in  the  eervice  of  the  United  States :  Frrmdeip 
That  oflences  committed  whilst  In  the  eervice  of  the 
United  Sutes  may  be  tried  and  puniehed,  although  the 
term  of  service  of  the  delinquent  may  have  expired,  and 
the  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  such  offisnces  shall  h0 
compofod  of  militia  officers,  without  regard  to  their 
having  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

That'tf  any  delinqvent,  directed  to  beeummoned  to 
i^pear  before  a  eeurt  SMrtisil  for  neglect  or  relbsai  la 
obey  the  «ediis  of  die  Pneident,  ehall  be  abeeat^rheft 
any  naa-eooMDlssioaed  eAear  ehaM  call  l»  emamoA 
him,  a  copv  of  the  summons  or  wriMsn  noifoe  tbeieef, 
elgoed  by  him,  snd  left  vrith  some  penmi,  of  suitable 
age  and  diecretion,  at  the  vspml  place  of  abode  of  eaeh 
deliaquenc,  at  least  ten  daye  previona  to  the  day  of  ap- 
peawnoe,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  a  aaffieieat 
esomioBeof each  deliw^ueftt ;  and  in  caee of  the  noa- 
appearance  of  eneh  delmqoent,  the  court  martin  a^y 
preeeed  on  hie  trial  hi  die  eamo  manner  as  If  he  had 
appeared  and  plead  necgoilty  of  the  dtaige  exhibitad 
against  him. 

That  it  shall  be  the  dnfy  of  the  president  ef  any  court 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  militia,  if  required,  and  upon 
his  being  doty  eatl^fled  that  such  testimony  is  material 
to  the  trial,  to  issue  his  precept,  directed  to  on  v  person 
to  be  summoned  as  a  vntness,  commanding  his  or  her 
attendance  at  such  court,  to  testily  for  or  against  the 
person  to  be  tried,  as  the  -case  may  be;  and  any  wit- 
ness baring  been  duly-  summoned,  and  failing  to  ap- 
pear without  a  reasonable  excuse,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding  fi%  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  ana 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  by  bill, 
plaint)  or  information^  in  any  court  of  competent  ju- 
risdicdon.  And  if  any  witness,  when  callea  upon  for 
that  purpose,  shall  reftise  to  testify,  or  shall  behave 
with  contempt  to  the  court ;  or  If  any  other  persop 
shall  use  any  menacing  words,  signs,  or  gesturee,  in 
presence  thereof,  or  shall  cause  any  riot  or  -disorder 
therein,  it  ahali  be  lawful  for  such  court  to  punish 
every  such  offimder  by  impriaonment,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  one  month,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  exeeution  tkp 
seixtance,  judgment,  or  order  of  any  court  martial,  for 
any  pf  the  offences  jmecified  in  the  la«t  clause  of  the 
preceding  artidcrit  ehall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  is- 
sue an  order  to  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  militia, 
aot  below  the  rank  of  captain,  eammaadiBg  him  io 
carry  the  same  into  effiBOt  by  military  Coree,  whose  du^ 
It  shall  be  to  ob^  the  eame,  and  eceente  die  <»der 
aacordkigly. 

That  on  the  triid  of  delinquents  for  offences  not  cap- 
ital, by  apy  such  court  martial,  the  deposition  of  wit>| 
nesses  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  peiv  ' 
son  authorixod  to  take  affidevits  to  be  read  in  any  court 
of  record  in  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  same 
shall  be  taken,  may  be  read  in  evidence,  provided  the  . 
prosecutor  and  person  accused  are  preeent  at  taking 
the  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thereof!     And  further* 
that  the  retoi'nt  of  eaptains,  or  other  commanding  ofll- 
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4if  eompMiiMi  of  dalinqsentf  dreagbtod  or  ordond 
into  the  aenriee  of  the  Uniled  Btatcs,  who  shall  have 
ycfiiied  or  neglccied  to  enter  the  Mine,  sworn  to  w 
tibrasaidi  shall  >e  oompetent  cTidenee  of  the  facts 
therein  contained. 

That  if  any  person  shall  willingly  swear  false  hefors 
any  such  court  martial,  or  in  any  affidavit  or  deposition 
taken  as  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
guilty  of  witful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall  be  in- 
dicted, tried,  and  punished  aocordugly»  by  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  State  or  Territory 
where  such  offience  shall  be  committed. 

TONNAGE  DUTIE& 

Mr.  LowMDES.  of  South  Carolitift,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  introduced  the 
following  report  and  bill: 

The  Commitlee  of  Ways  and  Moans,  who  have 
been  tnstmoled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
•mending  the  act  entitled  ''An  aet  to  regulate  the  dn- 
tiee  OB  imports  uid  tonnafe,"  so  lar  as  it  lelates  to 
duties  on  tonnago*  report: 

That  it  appeals,  by  a  letter  firom  tbo  Secielaiy  of 
Iha  Treaanry,  which  aoeompanies  this  laport,  that, 
andar  the  construction  pot  kj  the  Treasury  Depart^ 
ment  upon  '*  the  act  to  regulate  the  dutaaa  on  impoila 
nnd  tonnage*"  tlie  du^  paid  upon  foreign  irssseli  an* 
taring  the  porta  of  the  United  States  has  been  two 
dollaia  per  ton,  as  well  sines  aa  before  the  80th  of  June 
lest.  The  commitlee  haTo  no  heaitation  in  recooi- 
mending  to  the  House  a  bill,  which  will  make  the  rata 
af  duty  upon  the  tonnage  of  vesseb  engaged  in  a 
trade  which  is  open  to  American  navigation,  the  same 
aa  is  provided  by  the  act  of  July  20th,  1790.  By  thia 
act  the  duty  upon  vessels  of  the  United  States  enter- 
ing f^om  a  foreign  port,  is  six  cents  per  ton ;  on  vee- 
sels  built  within  the  United  Statee,  after  the  20th  day 
of  July,  1789,  but  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  sub- 
jects of  foreign  Powers,  thttty  cents  per  ton,  and  on 
other  vessels  fifty  cents  per  ton.  This  low  rate  of 
duty  cannot  pruoently  l>e  applied  to  vessels  engaged 
in  a  trade  between  the  United  States  and  ports  from 
which  American  tonnage  b  ezdaded.  The  subject  of 
auch  trade  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  and  the  second  section  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed is  intended  only  to  continue  it  in  the  state  in 
which  it  has  been  placed  by  the  construction  of  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  until  that  committee  can  have  time 
to  mature  a  more  extensive  and  adequate  remedy  for 
the  embarrassments  of  our  navigation.  The  bill  pro- 
posed contains  a  relerence  to  the  act  of  1700,  instead 
of  a  repetition  of  its  enactments.  A  diflerent  course, 
though  it  might  be  more  regular,  would  spread  upon 
the  statute  book  many  minute  provisions,  which  the 
passage  of  a  navigation  law,  before  the  dose  of  the 
session,  might  modify  or  repeal. 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  **An  act  to  ragolato  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Be  it  maUedf  ^c.  That  the  tonnage  dutiea  to  be 

Ciid  by  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  he  entered  in  the 
nitod  States,  excepting,  only,  such  foreign  ships  or 
Tcssels  as  shall  be  entered  firom  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  to  or  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes 
are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  tO  ^nd  trade,  shall  be 
the  same  as  are  provided  by  the  act.  entitled  *'An  act 
imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels," 
nassed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1790.  PraMed  always.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  deemed  in  any  wise  to  impair 


any  righto  ai»d  privilegaa  which  have  baan»  or  may  ks, 
acquind  by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  laws  sad 
treaties  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  duty  oa 
tonnage  of  vessels. 

And  be  it  furtktr  auuted.  That,  on  aU  fbreiga 
ships  or  TosseJs  which  shall  be  anteied  in  the  Uniled 
Stotes  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place  to  and  with  which  vessels  of  the 
United  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and 
trade,  there  shall  be  paid  a  doty  at  the  rato  of  two  dol- 
lars per  ton.  And  the  duties  provided  by  thia  act  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  ander 
the  same  regulations,  as  are  preecribed  by  law  in  re- 
lation to  the  duties  upon  tonnage  now  in  bret. 

The  bill  was  eommittad. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Jodiciary,  reported  a  hill  ^  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  uf  bankruptcy.*' 

In  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  H.  observed,  that 
the  committee  hastened  to  bring  this  sobjeet  be- 
fore Congress,  under  an  impresaion  of  its  ffreat 
imporianee,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  fiToDae 
would  give  the  subject  an  early  consideration. 
The  change  a  few  years  ago  in  the  political  re- 
lations of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  correspond- 
ing course  of  commerce,  produced  embarrass- 
ments among  commercial  men,  some  of  tbem 
attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences.  If 
it  was  the  disposition  of  Congress  to  afford  tbem 
some  relief  in  this  way,  the  sooner  it  was  done, 
the  better  J  if  not,  the  earlier  this  determinaiton 
was  known,  the  aooaer  those  interested  would  be 
relieved  from  suspense*  Tbe  late  decif ion  of  one 
of  the  State  cooru  respecting  tbe  validity  of  acts 
of  insolvency  of  one  State  in  other  States,  &Cn 
bad  produced  an  mstertaincy  on  this  subject, 
whicQ  seemed  to  require  the  establishment,  by 
tbe  Qeoeral  Qovernment,  of  some  roles  to  oper- 
ate with  equal  ei^ct  throughout  the  Union.  Thia 
he  suggested  as  another  reason  why  Congress 
should  give  the  subject  a  serioos  coneideralion. 
Tbe  fraoda  which  take  place  under  the  State  in* 
aolvent  laws,  giving  to  one  creditor  oojast  pre« 
ference  over  another,  dbc.,  Mr.  H.  said,  afforaed 
another  argument  in  favor  of  tbe  establishment 
of  an  uniform  system,  and  ought  to  induce  the 
Houae  to  give  an  early  consideration  to  the  bill 
which  the  committee  bad  instructed  him  to  re- 
port. 

The  bill  received  the  usual  readings  and  com- 
mitment. 

COMPENSATION  TO  LATB  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Miliurf 
Committee,  reported  the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  making  donations  'of  land  to  the  disbanded 
officers  of  the  lato  Army. 
Be  it  enacted,  4c*t  That  donations  of  land  be  grant- 
ed to  all  the  officera  of  the  regular  army  who  have 
been  disbanded  as  aopemumerariesb  either  in  coneoli- 
dating  regiments  or  corps  during  the  lato  war,  or  in 
reducing  the  army  conlormably  to  the  act  of  March 
the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiAeoo»  aa 
follows,  to  wit :  to  each  mijor  general,  one  thooaand 
two  hundred  and  elgiity  acns;  to  eadi  brigadiar  gen* 
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Mtl,  CM  thoMiod  out  limidrad  and  twraty  aeres ;  to 
6Mh  eolooel  ciid  iMotoimiii  eoloo«l,  nuie  handrtd  and 
liztyacnff;  to  oodi  majot,  eight  hondfad  aeraa;  lo 
each  oaplain,  aaz  hnndrad  and  fer^  aeraa;  to  each 
•Qballeni,  four  hnndred  and  Mfftit^  aevea;  and  lo  offi- 
oflia  of  the  medical  and  other  eten,  who  have  no  iank» 
10  Mportion  ta  their  jwy  acoording  ia  the  ocale  aftie- 

The  hill  took  the  osiuil  coarse  of  rendiog  nod 
eommitment 

THE  EXCISE  ON  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  Habmit.  of  KentuckV)  rose  to  propose  a 
reaolatioo  lo  the  Hoaae.  His  ohject  iu  offering 
it  thas  earlf  was^  that  Congress  might  not  make 
such  an  ioipresoioii  on  the  public  /onds  ns  to 
make  his  motion  inapplicable.  He  said  he  dia- 
coTered,  from  the  President's  Message,  that,  after 
meeting  e?ery  demand  on  the  Treasory,  and 
maoy  of  them  were  of  an  eitrnordinnrjr  character, 
arising  from  tbe  Inte  war,  there  would  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  at  the  cloae  of  the  year,  an  excess  of 
nine  mtllionn  of  dollars ;  and  also  that,  on  making 
a  fair  and  acearate  calculation  of  the  amount  ne* 
cessary  to  support  the  cItII  list,  military  and 
BSTal  establishments,  paying  the  interest,  and 

Sradoally  redeeming  the  principal  of  the  public 
ebt,  there  would  remain  a  sorplos  of  fiTe  mil- 
lions of  dollars  beyond  the  necessary  annual  ei* 
peodilure*  In  that  case,  the  excise  could  certainly 
be  dispensed  with.  He,  therefore,  meant  to  make 
a  notion  to  bring  into  ?iew  that  object,  before 
some  extraordinary  disposition  was  made  of  the 
public  money}  inasmuch  as  there  waa  alreadv 
on  the  table  a  bill  to  establish  a  National  Uni- 
feraity,  the  firat  cost  of  which  was  to  be  9^K)0,000, 
without  taking  iirto  view  its  endowment;  another 
\m11  for  tbree  or  four  additional  Military  Acade- 
mies,  which  would  coat  the  nation  between  five 
kaoidred  thousand  and  a  million  of  dollars;  anothn 
for  a  corps  of  Invalids  of  2,000  men,  which  is  to 
eost  a  million  a  year  or  more ;  and  a  proposition 
to  commute  the  bounties  of  land  given  to  the 
soldiers  into  specie,  which  will  cost  perhaps  ten 
millions  more.  He  wished  first  to  see  the  excise 
taken  o(L  and  then,  if  any  surplus  remained,  they 
might  talk,  if  they  chose,  about  Military  Acade- 
mies and  invalid  Corps.  After  adding  that  the 
tax  in  qutstioQ  was  a  |>eculiarly  oppressive  one. 
and  operated  with  great  inequality,  Mr.  H.  offcrea 
the  foilowiog  resolution,  with  a  view  to  eall  for 
the  consideration  of  it  at  a  future  day : 

*^Re§oked,  That  it  is  expediettt  to  rspeal  the  act, 
eatitled  *  An  act  to  repeal  the  existing  dutiea  on  liesnses 
to  distillersb  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lien  of  those  at 
prsssnt  impoeed  on  lieenass  to  distUlen  of  spirituous 
u^oon»'  except  such  parts  theeeof  as  may  enable  the 
Oofemmeai  to  eoUeet  the  sums  now  due  under  aaid 
set,  or  may  become  doe  bsioie  the  repeal  of  said  act 
takea  eflact." 

'    The  qoeacion  being  stated,  on  ordering  this  re- 
lolve  to  lie  on  the  table— 

Mr.  Lownnas,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was 
glad  of  the  course  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  given  to  his  resolution,  supposfog  that  he 
meant  to  permit  it  to  lio  on  the  table  until  the 


annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tn*asury 
should  come  before  the  House.  When  that  re- 
port should  arrive,  the  view  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  and  the  House  would  take  of 
that  subject,  would  be  dtflerent  from  that  which 
they  would  now  take.  By  inferences,  drawn 
from  the  amount  receivable  into  the  Treasury, 
and  not  the  amount  actually  accrued;  from  an 
amount  from  which  no  deductions  were  made 
for  claims  to  come  in  under  appropriations  of  the 
last  session— he  was  satisfied  an  erroneous  »m- 

Sression  had  been  made  on  the  House  by  the 
lessage,  both  in  reference  to  the  diftposablo 
sorplos  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  the  proportion 
between  the  annual  expenses  and  the  annual  re* 
ceipts  in  the  Treasury.  Prom  the  surplus  esti- 
mated, must  be  deducted  the  amount  uf  appro- 
priations ft>r  the  payment  of  demands  not  yet 
rendered  but  forming  claims  on  that  surplus. 
On  a  full  examination  and  due  estimate  of  the 
expenses  and  future  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  satisfied  even  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  entertain  views  of  this 
subject  widely  different  from  those  he  now  ex- 
pressed. 
The  motibo  of  Mr.  Haroiii  lies  on  the  table. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Flbtobur,  of  Kentucky,  moved  toinatrnct 
the  Committee  of  Claima  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  remunerating  Henrv  Brothers,  now 
of  Kentucky,  for  losses  sustained  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  by  the  United  States  Army,  and  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  FoRBYTH,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  inquire  whe- 
ther this  case  was  not  included  in  the  act  of  last 
session,  for  compeoiiating  claimants  for  certata 
lost  or  destroyed  property. 

Mr.  Fletcher  said,  he  did  not  consider  it  to 
be  included  within  that  law ;  but,  though  the  case 
was  not  embraced  by  that  law,  he  was  satisfied 
Congress  would  recognise  its  justice,  and  direct 
it  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  his  chief  object  was  to  take 
this  method  of  apprizing  the  House  of  the  faot| 
that  the  execution  of  that  law  was  not  suHpeoded, 
but  that  under  it  claims  were  daily  decided,  of 
the  same  character  as  thai  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  considered  not  to  come  withia 
the  act. 

Mr.  Tancby,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  it  waa 
impossible  to  say  whether  the  case  embraced  in 
this  resolution  waSj  or  was  not,  proper  to  be  pro- 
vided fur,  since  none  of  the  circumstances  hud 
been  stated  j  but  certain  it  was,  that  the  act  of 
the  last  session  had  not  authorized  the  payment 
of  any  such  claim. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  was  glad 
to  bear  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  made  hia 
opposition  to  this  motion,  not  from  any  opposition 
to  Its  merits,  but  to  suit  a  difiereut  propusiiioo  of 
his  own,  which  the  Hqose  had  more  than  onca 
refused  to  consider,  and  which  he  hoped  Would 
asain  be  refused  whenever  he  should  call  it  up. 
The  resuloiion  now  before  the  House  waa  one  al- 
most, of  course,  such  as  would  be  adopted  at  the 
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veqaesi  or  saggesiioD  of  any  oaember  of  ibefiooie 
—a  moda  of  proceed  log  arUiog  from  tbt  opces- 
9ity  of  the  case^  documeots  to  »opport  the  claim 
being  sent  oD  witboutaDyaccompaDyiog  petition. 
In  relation  to  the  proposition  the  gf  ntlemaa  had 
alloded  to,  it  was  not  befor«  the  House  now,  and 
eoald  not  be  debated.  Wbenever  it  was,  Mr.  J. 
said,  be,  too,  sboold  take  occasion  to  say  wbat  be 
knew  of  tbelsw  relating  to  tbe  payment  for  lost 
propertv,  and  of  its  execution. 

Mr.  FoaavTH  said,  it  was  certain,  indeed,  tbat 

his  proposition  bad  not  been  taJken  op  whea  he 

asked  lor  it ;  but  it  bad  been  onl^  once  refused, 

'  and  be  hoped  it  would  not  be  again.    If  it  were 

E roper  here  to  enter  into  the  qucAtion,  he  thought 
B  could  sativfy  tbe  House  tbat  tbe  course  which 
he  had  proposed  was  not  improper.  There  is, 
aaid  he^  a  law  in  existence,  under  which  such 
claims  are  settled.  Tbe  Commimiooer  does  set- 
tle such  claims;  be  has  settled  them,  and  would, 
I  presume,  settle  this  claim.  He  wished  the 
House  to  be  apprized  of  tbe  fact,  that,  though 
there  was  no  law  authorixiag  payment  of  such 
olaimii  the  Commissimier  acted  as  if  there  were. 
Mr.  Fletchbr'8  motion  hsTiog  been  agreed  ^o 
nem.  con.,  Mr.  FoaaTTfl  ealled  up  bis  motion,  in 
the  following  words: 

Rnohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be.  and  he  is  h«^,  requested  to  order  the  further 
execntioa  of  the  said  set  to  be  suspended,  until  the 
subset  shall  be  d^ieeed  of  by  this  iioase. 

Mr^  PoBBTTB  said,  be  thought  no  man  could 
doubt  the  propriety  of  doing  something  on  this 
subject,  if  be  would  properly  reflect  on  it.  One 
part  of  the  act  had  b^en  suspended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, who  suggested  in  his  Message  the  propriety 
of  rcTiaing  otber  parts  of  the  act ;  which  proposi- 
tiooi  as  well  as  an  inquiry  into  the  acts  of  the 
Commissioner,  was  now  before  a  committee  of 
the  House.  From  want  of  understanding,  or  from 
want  of  integrity,  incorrect  decisions  had  cer* 
tainly  been  made  by  the  Commissioner.  Ii  was 
a  little  extraordinary,  Mr.  F.  said,  after  wbat  had 
taken  place,  that  the  Commissioner  abould  be  per- 
mitted to  execute  the  remainder  of  the  act — to 
misa  judgments  to  an  iodt finite  amount;  these 
judgments  to  be  immediately  paid  at  the  Treas- 
ury, without  reFision  or  control.  This  required 
some  interference  on  the  part  of  this  House*  We 
can  only  judge  what  is  to  come  from  what  is 

KtU  ■  We  know  that  erroneous  decisions  have 
en  made  by  the  Commissioner  i  and  may  pre* 
aome  that  others  will  be,  Mr.  F.  said,  there  ap- 
peared to  him  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  sba|ie 
jn  which  he  had  brougbt  his  motioo  before  the 
House,  yet  be  was  not  wedded  to  iL  If  any  other 
course  should  be  thought  better,  to  auain  the 
same  object,  he  should  out  object  to  it. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  was  not  in  favor  of 
this  motion.  It  had  been  alleged  tbat  the  deci- 
sions of  tbe  ConuDissioner,  under  one  section  ol 
the  act,  hsd  been  incorrect ;  but  even  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  himself  had  not  allegtd  that 
decisions  under  other  branche»  of  the  law  wen* 
incorrecL    Why,  then,  wouU  the  genliea»an  aus*. 


pend  tbe  operatioos  of  a  public  officer,  agaiatt 
whieh  nothing  had  been  alleged  1  For,  Mr.  McK. 
said,  be  heard  no  aliegatioa  made  of  cncorreet  ds- 
etaion  in  regard  to  nay  othor  class  of  cases  than 
those  coating  under  the  oinlh  seotaoa  of  the  act, 
which  the  President  bad  already  suepended.  He 
eooM,  therefore,  see  no  ueeeaaky  or  propriety  m 
extending  tbe  resolution  so  widely  as  to  embrace 
csaes,  on  the  decision  of  which  evea  rtmor  threw 
no  blame.  Besides,  tbe  subject  was  uodar  ia* 
quiry  by  several  committees.  Why  not  let  tbe 
commttiees  already  appointed  discbarge  their 
duty  ?  Why  take  up  tae  subject,  and  act  thus 
prematurely  ?  For  any  deeisian  must  be  pveeaa* 
lure,  made  in  the  abseace  of  that  iBfomattoB 
which  the  House  had  mken  tha  usual  aad  eegalai 
mode  of  obtaining. 

Mr.OaoavBiiOB,  of  New  York.  Mae,  he  said, 
to  ask  whether  anv  answer  had  yet  been  receivai 
to  theeall  of  the  iioase  on  tbe  Preeideat  fer  ia- 
ibrmattoa  on  this  subject  [Being  answered  ia 
the  negative,  Mr.  G.  proceeded.]  He  said  he 
would  not  vote  to  sus]^nd  tbe  execution  oT  aoy 
law  in  whieh  the  citisens  had  a  right,  without 
proper  documeoiary  evidence  before  him.  Gka* 
tiemen.  might  make  statenMuts,  but  on  wbat 
fouadatinn?  Public  rumor.  After  tbe  call  oa 
tbe  Executive  for  information,  was  this  a  proper 
grouad,  or  the  proposed  a  proper  node  of  |mpo- 
ceediog?  Before  a  single  document  was  before 
tbe  House,  it  would  be  a  most  strange  thing  la 
see  this  House  voting  to  request  the  suapeasioB 
of  the  eBecuiton  of  aa  act,  respecting  wbich  so 
many  pemoas  from  various  parts  of  the  coootry 
were  attending  in  this  city.  He  was  clearly  ia 
favor  of  waittag  till  the  House  had  some  grouad 
of  iroereding.  Without  going  into  the  qocetioa 
at  large,  it  appeared  to  him,  he  aaid,  it  would  be 
a  most  novel  proceediag  for  this  House  to  under* 
take  to  request  of  tbe  President  the  sospeusioa  of 
a  law,  by  which  course  an  tadependeat  public 
officer  upould  be  arrested  ia  the  discharge  of  bis 
official  duties,  if  it  were  to  be  doae  at  all,  it 
ouflbt  to  be  by  joint  resolukion. 

Mr.  YAttOBT,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  had 
been  opposed  to  this  resolution  the  Other  day,  be* 
oaase  he  believed,  as  the  President  had  advised 
the  ravtstaa  of  other  paru  of  the  act  besides  tbe 
ninth  eeetio^,  that  tbe  Commiesioaer  would  net 
have  proceeded,  but  would  of  course  bava  stayed 
bis  proaeedvegs  ull  Caogress  had  passed  oa  the 
Mubject.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whuoa  the 
President's  Message  was  referred.  hMd  mMma  the 


sul^t  iaioaerioMs  ooasideratioa.    Thia movaloff 
they  had  had  the  Cuaainissioaar  befara  iba&s,  aud 
oleefly  ascastained  that  he  was  goiag  oa  wader 
every  aaetiaa  of  ihe  aet,  eseeot  the  aiach.   I  cate 
also  ttpoarmj^lf,  said  Mr.  V.,  the  reepouidbHity 
of  stating  ttet  soaae  decisions  liave  beeo  made, 
respecting  wbich  the  Commissioner  has  been  in* 
lerrogatedaBs  much  without  authority  as  the  cases 
ivbicli  come  under  the  ninth  seotiou.'  He,  tber^ 
fore,  believed  it  was  oeeessary  that  the  execution 
of  the  aet  should  be  auspeaded  until  it  was  re- 
vised.   Under  other  aectioos  of  the  act  deeisioBa 
had  baeo  mada,  which  wareaa  graoBdlesa.aa  aaf 
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whieh  bftd  betn  mads  ond^r  the  oiotlt  aeetion. 
As  for  ihe  airtfaority  of  this  Hoase  lo  mttke  the 
request  of  the  President,  and  of  the  Rre»ideat  to 
soi^pend  ibe  taw,  Mr.  Y.aaid,  be  bad  no  foe  ilon. 
TbeComminioner  was  a  mere  ministerial  «»iBcer, 
sobjeei  to  the  eontrol  of  the  Bieeutive ;  he  was 
expressly  iiMde  so  by  the  act  itself,  if  he  had  not 
been  so  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hardiii.  of  Kentaeky,  io  referring  to  the 
set  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims,  said,  it  had 
been  familiarljf  called  at  the  last  session  the  Ken- 
ttieby  Horse  bill;  iu  title  would,  it  appeared,  have 
been  more  appropriate,  bad  it  been  called  a  hill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  District  of  Culumbta.  He 
doobied,  be  aaid,  whether  an  act  could  be  ^Uif- 
pended  wiiheut  the  ftuthority  of  aH  the  branches 
of  rhrGoTernment.  The  section  io  theaet  re- 
ferring to  the  President's  control,  was  deetgoed  to 
establi:sh  rules  of  evidence  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Commissioner,  and  not  to  take  away  his  inde- 
pendence or  Ttght  of  deoiHion.  He  said  he  could 
not  agree  that  Mr.  Lee  was  merely  a  minieterial 
offieer;  he  ^nras  a  judicial  officer,  having  a  right 
to  expound  the  law,  and  decide  on  the  evidence 
before  him.  A  constable,  sheriff,  or  man*hal,  were 
ministerial  officers,  because  they  executed  the 
procfsa  issved  by  the  courts;  but,  he  contended, 
the  President  bad  no  more  right  to  remM>ve  the 
Gommisstoner,  than  to  remove  the  Supreme  Coon 
of  ibe  nation.  The  mode  and  degree  of  adjudi* 
eitioQ  was  all  that  the  President  bad  a  right  to 
prescribe.  He  wished  tliai  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table,  uotil  it  should  come  before  the 
Hoos^  ooder  other  circnmstanoei*.  The  commit* 
•re»  appointed-  on  the  subject  would  no  doubi  re* 
port  in  a  few  days.  The  House,  be  iaeltoed  to 
think,  eoold  not  properly  pafti  the  resoteej  nttd, 
if  they  did,  what  would  be  the  efieet?  To  the 
West,  the  suflbrfrs  by  the  war  lived  at  a  distance 
•f  seven  or  eiffbt  hundred  miles,  and  their  claims 
bad  scai^eiy  began  to  arrive.  Suspend  this  act 
for  a  moiMb,  he  said,  and  probably  three^ourthv 
of  those  claims  would  go  unmanaged,  and  the 
losers  recetre  no  compensatioa  fur  thetr  knspa, 
mIm  they  would  employ  a  eoO|)le  of  lawyen, 
able  lawyers  as  the  Uommissioner  bad  notified 
the  people,  to  carry  theouji^h  their  twenty- fire 
dollar  elaiois.  The  people  of  the  Weet  look  to 
their  Rvpraseotatires  to  do  thib  busrnetti  (brihem. 
By  saspendiDf^  the  law,  said  he,  yon  prevent  this, 
to  the  gffttt  Hijury  of  the  claimania.  Mr.  H.  ton* 
eluded  by  say  tug  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  that 
Congress  eoald  CTen  suspend  the  law  by  joint 
leselution. 

Mr.  P.^P.  Babvour,  of  Tirglnia,  roar  fo  make 
IbesoggeaiioD  to  the  Houae  that  they  shoald  act 
on  the  subject  now,  if  at  all.  The  House  had 
been  informed  by  the  Preaideot  that  erroneous 
decisions  Had  been  made  by  the  Cammissi«mi*r 
tinder  other  sections  of  the  hiw  than  the  ninth ; 
•nd  the  Commissioner,  going  oajn  the  same  spirit 
of  const  riietioo,  might  commit  error  in*  many  other 
cases.  If  the  law  was  suspended  at  all,  there- 
fore, it  was  tmportaoc  it  should  be  done  now,  for 
the  reason-  that  when  the  CXimnisstecier  ha»  de- 
^ded,  hia  deeisioii  is  a  aafikient  wafraiH  for  the 


money ;  and  some  individuals  would  reaeire  meir* 
ey  for  claims  of  a  character  which  CUingrcns,  in 
revising  the  law,  might  not  choose  to  allow  te 
others.  Mr.  B.  was,  however,  clearly  of  opiaioo, 
that -the  House  could  notaet  upon  the  law,  bat 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate;  forasaspensioa 
is  a  qualified  repeal  of  a  law«  and  the  same  power 
only  can  repeal  which  enacts  it. 

Mr.  TAtJLi,  of  Kentucky,  agreed  in  the  view 
which  his  colleague  hsd  taken  of  the  propoaitioa 
before  the  House,  which  #as  ceriaioly  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  proceedings  ever  heard  of. 
At  the  last  session,  the  act  referred  to  bad  pasaed 
by  a  larce  majority,  and  the  Commisnioaer  mp^ 
pointed  had  proceeded  to  execute  It*  The  Bxe^ 
utive,  conceiving  the  Ck>mmts8toner  to  have  ez- 
pouiHled  this  law  errooeoosly,  had  directed  e 
particular  section  lo  be  reserved  for  the  deeisioa 
of  Congress.  Mr.  T.  conceived,  that,  to  pass  this 
re:mluiion,  uikder  the* circumstances,  would  be  lo 
pass  an  indirect  cenj^re  on  the  Executive.  8e 
f«r,  said  Mr.  T.,  as  I  have  any  koowfedge  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioner,  he  has  given  rigid 
cottstruetioas  to  the  law,  operating  with  much 
i«e verity  on  the  Western  people,  and  suhjeecing 
them  to  much  trouble  and m neon venience,  which 
bad  not  bfcn  anticipated.  Tilt  tbe  House  was 
erplicitly  ieformed  that  the  Commissiooer  waa 
giving  frrorfeoos  deci^ioils  at 'this  time,  Mr.^T. 
hoped  the  Hou>e  would  not  ado|^t  a  course  which 
would  operate  so  hardly  en  claimants  from  the 
Western  eountry.  If  confidence  is  to  be  refused 
to  this  offieer,  why  is  not  his  conduct  arraigned  ra 
a  proper  manner?  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not  heard 
it  intimated  that  confidence  was  not  to  be  reposed 
in  tbe  Commissioner.  The  only  error  imputed 
to  him,  waa  In  conatruiiig  the  ninth  section  (pro* 
vidiog  for  paymeat  for  hovwes  occupied  as  roitK 
tary  depots)  to  include  housed  in  which  troopa 
were  at  tbe  time,  or  had  been  any  short  lime  pre- 
vIcKisly,  stationed.  Deeiaimn  under  that  eou*- 
Htruetion  had  been  aospeatScd,  and  Mr.  T.  hoped 
the  resotuti  »a  would  not  be  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  RoaauTaeif,  of  Loaisiaaa,  was  also  op* 
posed  to  the  reaeluiioo»  If  the  Commissiooer  hiid 
acted  correctly,  it  iNts  as  the  kw  inteuded,  and 
there  was  no  motive  for  suspeodiag  tbe  law;  if 
incorrectly,  tie  pnopercoaroe  woadd  be  to  remote 
the  officer.  Mr.  R.  dot^bted.  he  said,  the  power 
of  the  Bxecutive  to  suspaad  a  law  of  the  land; 
he  eotild  see  that  such  a  power  might  be  exer- 
cised iu  a  manner  rery  daagerous  to  the  libertlea 
of  tbe  cowotry,  without  referring  to  any  parties* 
lar  case.  Mr^  K.  doubted  alio  the  propriety  of 
acting  on  this  sobjeet  from  iha  metlves  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ctaorgte.  The  saspea- 
sion  (temporary  repeal>of  a  lawsbottld  ba  a#  de- 
liberate as  tbe  passage  of  the  act  Let  as  not  pur* 
Mue  a  eourse.  ia  respect  le  w4vieh  our  powers- are 
very  dnnbtAil.  He  lived  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
country,  in  regard  to  which,  though  many  elaima 
have  been  decided  nearer  the  Seal  of  Q^rorar* 
luent,  the  law  is  as  yet  a  dead  letter,  as  it  is  to  all 
l>arts  of  the  country  al  the  same  distance,  fa 
regard  tot  be  Slate  of  Louisiana,  not  a  slagle  claim 
had  yet  come  btffore  theCommMaieaerjaadMr.R. 
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was  not,  ib«refore»  disposed  to  arrest  the  proceed- 
iogs  of  the  ConamisaioDer  at  the  moaieat  the  dis- 
tant claims  might  be  expected  to  present  them- 
selres,  In  regard  to  the  Commissiooer,  Mr.  R. 
said,  bis  being  retained  in  office  by  the  President 
was  preitumpiive  evidenae  in  his  fa  tor.  He  con- 
cluded bis  remarks  by  expressing  his  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  suspending  the  operation  of  a  law, 
and  particularly  the  propriety  of  this  House  act- 
ing 00  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, said,  the  discussion 
which  bad  already  taken  place  on  this  subject 
would  save  him  and  the  House  the  pain  of  many 
j^emarks  he  would  otherwise  have  made.    He 
pre^u.med  a  little  more  ioformation  in  his  posses* 
sion,  and  known  lo  some  others,  would  enable  the 
House  to  decide  correctly  on  this  question.    I 
venture  to  say,  continued  Mr.  J.,  and  I  beliere  it 
i»  out  in  opposition  to  anything  suggested  by  any 
other  gentleman,  that  since  the  sitting  of  Coq- 
gress  there  has  not  been  any  decision  of  the  Com* 
inissioner  which  any  member  on  this  floor  has 
examined,  and  will  say  that  it  contravenes  the 
statutes.    I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  make  proper 
iuquiry,  and  do  say  there  has  not  been  a  decision 
that  any  member  of  this  House  or  the  President 
of  the  United  States  would  not  approve ;  that 
the  deci:iions  of  the  Commissioner  have  been  re- 
stricted to  cases  without  doubt,  and  that  it  is  bis 
solemn  determination,  not  out  of  respect  to  the 
Legislature  merely,  but  out  of  respect  to  himself, 
onaccouat  of  the  difficulties  in  which  he  might 
otherwise  be  involved,  to  suspend  all  cases  in  re- 
spect to  which  a  doubt  cogid  be  raised.    He  is 
passing  only  on  cases  in  which  there  can  be  no 
que^tion.    Under  this  declaration  from  me^  said 
Mr.  J.,  and  knowing  that  Mr.  Lee  has  rejected,  from 
acrapuious  motiveSfCases  which  he  ought  to  have 
passed,  i  hope  the  House  will  not  agree  to  a  mea- 
sure which  will  arrest  the  decision  of  a  numerous 
class  of  cases  of  horses  lost  for  want  of  forage, 
borses  killed  in  battle,  dto.    One  word  as  to  alarm 
in. regard  to  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner. 
Of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  knew  bnt  little ; 
but  as  much  as  he  did  know,  he  was  a  man  of 
integrity,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  any  Imputation 
of  corruption;  and,  if  he  bad  erred,  as  the  mem- 
bers of  Ibis  House  might  and  did  differ  about  the 
coiitftructionofalaw,  wasit  to  be  expected,  Mr.  J. 
«sked,  that  under  such  a  law  there  would  be  no 
diversity  of  sentiment  1    Nothing  had  happened 
in  regard  to  the  law,  which  1  did  not  expect ;  the 
9ih  section  particularly  involved  questions  of 
much  difficulty,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
the  whole  act  gave  a  latitude  of  discretion  to  the 
Commis»ioQer,  respecting  any  exercise  of  which 
there  must  be  different  opinions— era  bracing  cases 
xespeeiing  which  it  was  as  difficult  to  decide,  as  to 
a«*parate  the  colors  of  the  rainbow.    No  case  of 
Wanton  destruction  by  the  enemy  had  been  passed 
opon  by  the  Commissioner;  and  any  gentleman 
who  took  the  trouble  to  examine  the  evidence, 
Would  see  that  the  cases  were  so  strongly  made 
oi^  that  no  mao  in  this  House  would  have  decided 
differently  from  the  Commissioner.    In  regard  to 
the  property  ia  our  aigbCi  that  bad  been  paid  for, 


(Carroll's  boildiog,)  Mr.  J.  said  he  foand,  on  e^ 
aminatioQ  of  the  endence,  that  it  bad  been  proved 
by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  by  citizens,  and 
by  per«>ns  who  had  belonged  to  the  British  army, 
that  the  building  had  been  occupied  by  infantry 
and  cavalry,  above  and  below  stairs,  and  that 
marks  of  the  occupation,  arms,  haroess,  &e^  were 
found  through  the  whole  premises;  in  consequence 
of  which  General  Ross  had  directed  it  to  beset 
on  fire  by  rockets.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  Mr.  J. 
said  be  would  act  with  delicacy,  and  would  noi 
take  a  course  calculated  to  destroy  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  any  man  who  bad  passed  before 
the  Senate,  and  who  was  passing  jadictally  on 
cases  highly  important  to  individuals  interested, 
[t  was  expected  there  would  be  difficulty  under 
the  law.and  when  the  House  came  to  discriminate 
in  legislating  anew  on  the  subject,  they  most  do 
it  nicely,  and  will  do  it  with  difficulty.  In  regard 
to  the  suspension  of  proceedings  under  a  part  of 
the  law,  the  President  supposed  he  had  the  power, 
and  he  had  exercised  it.  Mr.  J.  took  this  occa* 
sion  to  observe  that  the  character  of. the  President 
had  been  mistaken  and  Undervalued  before  his 
Administration  commenced.  He  was  a  man  de- 
cisive in  his  sentiments;  and,  when  heaaw  his 
way,  fearless  of  consequences,  took  npoo  himself 
a  responsibility  at  which  mo:tt  men  would  atand 
appalled.  This,  at  the  close  of  his  Adroinistcatioa, 
all  would  now  acknowledge.  That  man,  thea, 
who  never  failed  in  bis  duty,  had  taken  hold  of  but 
one  section  of  the  acL  The  inconveniences  of  the 
suspension  of  the  whole  law  would  be  very  great, 
compelling  the  claimants  to  go  to  expenses,  ^., 
and  the  construction  was  now  sufficiently  rigid. 
From  every  mounted  man  whose  horse. was  lost, 
the  Commissioner  deducted  forty  cents  per  day 
(allowed  for  the  useof  the  horse)  from  theamooat 
at  which  his  lost  horse  is  valued ;  and  other  cases 
Mr.  J.  had  presented,  which  he  thought  within  ! 
tbe  spirit  of  the  law,  but  which  the  CooNBissioner 
had  rifjeoted.  Would  the  House,  theo,  come  for^ 
ward  and  by  resolution  of  one  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature suspend  a  law,  especially  when  he  be- 
lieved that  the  opposition  to  the  law  aroee^  with 
some  allowance  lor  honest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  tbe  decisions,  from  the  original  opposition 
to  the  law  1  Mr.  J.  hoped  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims^  a  man  of  business  and 
a  discreet  man,  would,  during  tbe  session,  report 
a  bill  ao  to  define  the  duties  of  the  Comini:ssioBer 
as  to  put  them  ia  a  situatioa  beyond  doubt  or 
cavil. 

Mr.  WEB8TER,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  that  it 
appeared,  from  the  course  of  debate,  thai  the  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  before  the  Hoase  were 
of  a  twofold  characiter:  the  first  relating  lo  tbe 
necessitv  of  interference  ;  tb«  second  to  the  furm 
which  the  proposed  interference,  if  made,  ought 
to  take.  It  was  not,  perhapSf  easy  to  ascertain 
wbetiier  it  was  the  judgment  of  the  House,  that 
there  was  an  error  in  the  law  or  in  the  ad  minis* 
tration  of  the  law,  or,  it  may  be,  in  both.  So  far 
as  regarded  ^rror  in  the  law,  there  was  no  reme- 
dy but  to  repeal  or  amend  iu  If  in  the  execution 
of  tho  law  error  waa  nppaieot,  be  coneluded  tbat 
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the  Exeeutirr  would  exercise  bis  Cofistitotional 
•Qtboiity  in  the  case.  The  subject  was  already 
referred  to  two  committees  in  this  House,  and^  if 
the  Hoase  vere  to  act  further  on  the  sabject,  the 
proper  eourse  would  be  to  amend  the  resolutioa, 
so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  it  was  eipedieot  to 
suspend  the  law^  ^c,  and  thereon  found  a  bill  in 
recular  form  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  W«  was 
wholly  opposed  to  the  interference  of  this  House, 
sioglf  and  separately,  on  this  occasion.  If  they 
acted  on  it  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  by  law.  He  did 
not  know  that,  by  passing  the  resolution  as  it 
stood,  they  would  violate  their  duty,  but  they 
would  act  nugaiorily.  If  the  President  bad  the 
power  to  suspend  the  law,  the  interposiiion  of 
this  House  wras  not  neoessarv ;  if  he  had  not  the 
power,  this  resolution  would  not  gtTe  it  to  him.' 
The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  must  be 
eoosnlted  to  ^iVe  efficacy  to  the  resolution.  Mr. 
W.  then  mowed  to  amend  the  resolution  to  read : 

'*  That  it  10  expedient  to  enspend  all  ftirther  pn>- 
esedifigi  andex  the  act,  entitled  en  act  to  authorize  the 
psyment  for  proper^  leet,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  end  for  other  purposes ;  and  that  the  Commtttae 
of  Claims  be  inatruoted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
ofajecL'' 

Mr.  F0R8TTB  objected  to  this  amendment  as 
teodiog  lO;  produce  delay.  The  subject  was  in- 
deed as  fully  before  the  Committee  of  Claims 
nov,  as  it'  could  be  by  any  resolution  referring  it 
to  them.  The  object  of  his  motion  was  only  to 
suspend  the  act  promptfy^  until  the  committee 
should  ha^ve  time  to  act  on  it, 

Mr.  Wbbbtbr  rejoined,  th^t  the  amendment 
would  make  the  resolution  imperative' on  the 
committee,  who  could  immediately  introduce  a 
bill  in  contorreity  to  it. 

Mr.  PiTXiir,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  had  been 
originally  opposed  to  the  law  in  question,  and 
had  voted  against  it.    But  in  the  proposition  now 
before  the  House,  an  important  principle  was 
involved,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  suspend  a  law,  or  request  the  Presi- 
dent to  suspend  it.    Neither  this  House  nor  the 
President  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tioos  of  a  law  passed  by  all  the  branches  of  the 
Gkveromeo  t.    It  requires  the  same  power  to  sus- 
pend as  to  roeke  a  law.    Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not 
know  that  wl.  joint  resolution  would  not  operate 
as  an  act;  but  he  denied  that  this  House  alone, 
the  President  alone,  the  Senate  alene,  or  any  two 
of  them,  had  the  power  to  suspend  the  operation 
of  a  law.    He  was  opposed^  be  repeated,  to  tbe 
appointment  of  a  Commissioner  to  decide  these 
claims,  believing  they  bought  to  be  managed  by 
the  Heads  of  Departments,  who  were  a  little 
more  responsible  for  their  conduct  than  a  Com* 
missioner.    But,  said  Mr.  P.,  shall  we  break 
through  the  Constftotion,  and  say  ve  will  suspend 
a  law,  bt*eause  it  wouM  reqnire  time  to  go  through 
the  forms  which  the  Constitution  requires  ?    He 
presumed  not.    If  the  Commissioner  had  acted 
so  improperly  as  to  require  the  suspension  of  his 

functions,  the  President  has  power  .already  to 

suspend  or  cemoTo  the  oflioer. 


Mr.  HcLMRT,  of  Maissachtisetu,  said,  that  ha 
had  voted  in  favor  of  this  law  at  the  la»t  session. 
He  regretted  that  he  had  done  so,  bMause  he  be* 
lieved  it  had  not  been  executed  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  It  had  been  said  that  tbe  House  had 
no  information  sufficiently  authoritatife  to  d^ 
clar^,  that  the  Commissioner,  in  his  deelsionS| 
had  proceeded  improperly.  But,  he  said,  had  not 
tbe  man  in  the  highest  office  in  the  Uoioni 
charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  law,  given 
tbe  House  information  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
biw  was  so  wrongly  construed,  that  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  suspend  the  execution  of  it  ?  If 
there  was  not  conclusive  evidence  of  error  by; 
the  Commissioner,  there  was  sufficient  to  satii^fy 
the  House  that  wrong  had  been  done.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  President  cannot  suspend  the 
execution  of  the  law.  In  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  ha 
agreed;  but  if  gentlemen  looked  at  the  law.  they 
would  find  it  not  of  an  ordinary  kind.  It  waa 
considered  too  great  a  power  to  give  to  any  maa 
to  make  these  decisions,  unless  under  the  control 
of  the  Executive  of  the  Union-— the  power  of 
deciding  away  inillions  of  millions  of  money** 
and  the  power  was  there  subjected  to  such  rules 
and  regulatioas  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
President.  As  the  President  has  the  power  to 
make  new  rules  whenever  he  believes  the  rules 
first  established  to  be  ineffectual,  has  he  not  of 
eourse  authority  to  say  to  the  CommisUooer  at 
any  time :  stop  your  decisions ;  I  wish  to  mskea 
new  rule  of  oecision,  since  I  find  those  which  I 
first  established  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  yoi^  in 
a  straight  course  1  Nothing  oertafnly  could  be 
more  plain  than  the  authority  of  tbe  Prejident 
to  do  this.  It  was  certain  that  erroneous  deeis* 
Ions  had  been  made,  and  that  millions  of  the  pub« 
lie  money  might  be  thrown  away  if  the  proceed* 
ing  was  not  correoted. 

Mr.  Wrioqt,  of  Maryland,  referring  to  the 
President's  Message  on  this  subject,  and  quoting 
iu  contents^  said,  that  he  was  in  favor  ot  a  latt* 
tude  of  construction  of  the  law,  and  of  remoner* 
ation  for  losses.  If  every  individual  in  the  Uai* 
ted  States  were  paid  for  losses  during  the  arar,  it 
would  be  a  perfectly  just  principle,  which  would 
prevent  one  or  two  sections  of  the  country  from 
exclusively  having  their  property  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  the  public  good.  The  President,  ho 
said,  had  a  Constitutional  right  to  see  that  the 
laws  were  faithfully  executed,  and  no  doubt  be 
would  exercise  it  when  necessary  in  other  oase% 
as  ha  had  already  done  in  one.  The  establiah* 
ment  of  the.  office  of  Commissioner  of  Claima 
was  intended  to  obviate  the  expense  and  vexa* 
tiott  of  examining  every  little  case  separately  bo* 
fore  this  numerous  tribuaal.  Of  the  correctness 
of  the  decisions  which  had  been  made,  Mr.  W* 
said  he  was  not  prepared  to  decide^  until  he  beard 
the  evidence;  but  sure  be  was  that  the  President 
had  the  right  to  suspend  those  decisions,  which 
he  had  exeroised  with  delicacy,  and  had  spoken 
of  its  exercise  with- deference  to  the  opinions 
of  the  Commissioner.  Now,  instead  of  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  true  coostroctioq  of  the 
law,  it  would  certainly  be  proper  to  await  the 
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t«id»flce«^  .To  amiga  ilw  law  ia  this  mnioer  be- 
fore the  Hou9e,  wi9,  be  raid,  a  disreapeet  to  the 
•othoriiy  which  enacted  the  law,  and  who  did  li 
ftotn  a  siacere  dcToUon  to  the  best  ioterestii  of 
the  coonlry,  If  the  facta  were  as  stated  bjr  the 
fentleraan  from  Kentucky  ia  rfsard  to  Carroll's 
boiMiog;  if  the  military  had  broken  into  the 
huHding,  ae  they  will  do  in  search  of  qaarters, 
and  thus  subjected  it  to  destruction,  the  deci^too 
«f  the  Commissioner  wits  certainly  correct.  Qod 
forbid,  he  said,  that  he  should  wantonly  hurt  the 
feelioffa  or  character  of  any  individual  appointed 
to  so  high  and  responsible  an  office;  he  hoped  this 
business  wootd  not  be  further  proceeded  in,  udIcss 
ID  explain  thfo  true  meaning  of  CoDcreas  in  ibe 
law.  It  appeared  strange  to  him,  uat  after  a 
large  majority  had  united  in  passing  a  liberal  act., 
k  should  he  proposed,  the  nwment  its  fruits  were 
ftit,  to  suspend  the  law.  The  whole  of  this  pro- 
ceeding went  to  implicate  the  oflker.  Mr.  W. 
was  Ibr  leaving  this  business  with  the  Baecutive^ 
who  he  had  no  doubt  would  properly  eiBercise  his 
Mthoriiy  in  the  case  whenever  necessary. 

Mr.  GRoevDNOR^  of  New  York,  said,  that  he 
disagreed  totally  with  his  friend  from  Massachu- 
ietts,  ia  the  construction  of  the  law*    The  gen- 
tiemaa  had  admitted, 'that  in  ordinary  cases  the 
President  cannot  suspend  a  law,  but  said  that  this 
law  dif&red  from  other  laws,  rn  requiriag  the  co- 
operation of  the  President  in  its  execution.    No 
power  was  given  to  the  President,  Mr.  Q.  said. 
aver  this  law  more  than  to  the  Commiasioaerl 
The  Pfesideirt  waa  to  prescribe  oerurn  roles,  no* 
der  which  the  Commtssioaer  was  to  decide.  The 
Pvesident  might  suspend  the  ezeeuiion  of  ibis 
law,  indeed,  Moause  be  might  refuse  to  perform 
his  duties.    That  would  not  be  a  positive  aet  uf 
sttspeasion,  but  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Pres«> 
ident.    80  might  tne  Commissioner  also  aet. 
The  President,  Mr.  O.  oootevded^  had*  no  more 
right  to  suspend  the  ezeouiion  of  this  law  thaa 
the  judge,  the  marshal,  or  the  sheriff  to  aiispead 
the  law  he  is  hound  to  execute.    Mr.  Q.  here 
quoted  the  terms  ot  the  law,  from  which,  be  said, 
ti  UMmifestly  apptared,  that  iba  duty  of  the  Gona* 
Mlasiao^r  was  10  judjgfe ;  the  rules  praaafibed  by 
the  Pfesideui  were  to  apply  to  the  manner' (not 
to^  the  aet)  of  judging.    Mt.  Q.  said,  he  should 
note  in  favor  of  ihe  amendinent  proposed  by  Mr. 
WMsVBRr;  but   should    then  vaie  agaiaet  the 
wliole  neaolf^    Bis  leaaons  wero^  bmlly,  that 
Hm  Hawie  waa  proceeding  wiibaut  pioper  inibr- 
XMition.    A  genileaMn  from  North  Carolina  had 
4old  the  House  that,  from  the  reaufi  af  hts  inqui- 
H«Bs  he  was  eonmead  tba  law  Imd  baen  iotpf  op 
arfy  execvied.    The  gentJeman  from  Keaiodcy 
bad  told  the  House  exactly  the  contrary,  the 
Cemmissiooar  having  to  bis  knowkdire  rejected 
akims  which  he  ought  to  allow.    The  whole 
proceeding  at  present  was  particularly  wrung, 
when  the  nature  of  the  case  was  justly  viewed. 
There  wa^  hq  said,  00  testimony  or  document 
before  the  House,  except  as  to  the  ninth  section 
of  the  act.    A  statement  had  been  made  by  a 

Knikmao  that  he  suspected  errooaous  decisioas 
d  beaa  made  mdar  other  aeatioua  of  tbe  aet; 


against  that  suapician^  waa  to  be  oppoMd  the  high 
character  of  the  Commissioaar  himself,  the  de- 
claration of  a  gentlemau  oa  this  ftvor  who  had 
examined  the  evidence,  aad  the  PreMdeai's  Mes« 
sage.  If  on  those  grounds  the  H^use  would  (if 
they  could)  suspend  this  law.  tbey  might stt«|ieod 
any  nod  every  law.  This  House  might,  it  area 
true,  tfta  duperaie  cam^  send  their  Sergeant-at- 
Arraa  and  bring  this  Gjmmissiooer  ta  person 
bflure  them,  10  slay  his  proceedings;  but,  he 
can  tended,  that  the  probabtlity  was,  from  the  tes- 
timony heforo  the  House,  that  ihe  Commissioaer 
was  proceeding  eorracily.  and  that  this  was  aota 
case  calling  for  the  ioterfereaee  of  the  Bouse. 

Mr.  Roae  was  oppoaed  to  the  amend uMfot  pro- 
posed by  the  ffeotJeman  from  New  Hampshire; 
aad  yet  agreed  with  him  in  the  propusiti  o  he 
had  laid  dawn  that  it  was  not  ia  i4e  power  of 
the  House  to  suspend  a  law  for  a  day  or  an  hour. 
He  was  in  fiavor  of  the  original  proposition  of 
Mr.  FonavTfl,  he  said,  not  because  he  thoaght 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Buuse  of  Rvpreseata lives 
to  suapead  ibe  cxectttion  of  a  law,  hot  beoausa 
he  apprehended  the  President  did  pofaeas   the 
power  of  suspending  the  law,  if  he  pleaaed,  and 
that  the  House  of  iUpreaeoutivea  may  ConsiUu- 
liooally  request  of  the  President  to  exercise  his 
CoQMittttioBal  powers.    To  this  proceeding  there 
could  he  no  legal  abjeci^oo^     Whether  he  will 
pay  defeveoee  10  tiiat  request,  when  made,  Mr. 
K.  said,  was  for  the  PreAident  10  decide.    The 
real  q;aesttoa  as,  does  the  Presidmt  possess  the 
Coostitutioaal   power  of  suspeading   tl>e  oper- 
ation of  ibiii  law?    The  geailemao  frum  Ctia- 
neeiieut  had  acknowledged  that  the  President 
had  the  power  of  soapeading  this  law,  if  nut  ia 
one  way,  in  another ;  aad  toai  he  might  rensove 
the  officer,  which  would  be  a  suspeusioo  of  the 
law  uniH  a  successer  should  be  ap|ioio4ed.  There 
could  he  ao  doubt,  he  cuacluJed^  that  the  Presi- 
dent bad  the  power  of  sus|toiMiing  it*    Dvubts 
had  arisen  as  to  the  execuuua  af  the  Isw ;  ibe 
President  him^lf  had  suggested  ihem  to  Coa- 
greasy  aad  he  might  go  further  and  say  to  the 
Commissioaer,  you  shall  delay  further  piueeed- 
iaga  under  Ihe  Uw  uutil  Coagress  shall  decide  oa 
the  quastioa  I  have  laid  before  theaa*    What  did 
the  resolttiioa  propose,  further  thaa  to  ie«|uest 
the  Preaideni.  lo  do  this  %    Mr.  R«  was  decidedly 
ift  iiavor   of  paaaiag  it  withuat  the    proyoasd 


Mr.  Y'artoaY  restated  the  eiMUOMlaaoe  of  the 
appatraace  of  the  CommicMooer  of  Claims  be- 
fore the  Commitiee  of  Claims  (hia  moruing,  aad 
tbait  an  examitiatiim  of  some  of  bis  deeisioua  had 
convinced  Mr.  Y.  that  they  were  aot  ia  co»l4ir- 
mtty  ta  the  law.  He  would  meniion  thecircuoi- 
staooea  of  oae,  to  enable  the  Howe  to  judge.  A 
claim,  rejected  nearly  uoanim^jusly  by  ibis  House, 
had|  siaee  tlie  pawajge  of  this  law,  been  paid  for 
under  the  5ih  seciioa  of  the  aei.  Tue  case  of 
Mr.  O'Neale  was  this,  said  Mr.  Y^as  it  appeared 
before  the  Committee  of  Claims  at  a  former  ses- 
sion :  He  hired  to  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
a  vea»el  in  the  Cuesapeake  i>  it  was  stipulated 
that  the  vessel  should  be  at  Ihe  risk  of  the  own- 
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en;  the  wu  oontiDoed  in  serrfee   for  scvenil 
days,  after  which  tbe  officer  of  the  United  Stttea 
discharged  the  Tesseroot  of  tbe  serTice  of  the 
Untied  States.    The  enemy  came  near  where 
the  Tesaellay,  some  time  after  that,  and  the  eom- 
masder  thoopht  proper  to  sink  her,  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  tbe  enemy.    The 
loss  tbns  incorred  had  been  paid  for  ondcr  the 
Ikh  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  ''where 
'any  property  has  been  impressed,  or  taken  by 
'  public  aathority,  for  tbe  use  or  subsistence  of 
'  the  Army,  during  the  late  war,  and  the  same 
^  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost  or  consumed,  the 
^  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
'thereof,  deducting  tberefrom  the  amount  which 
'  has  been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed  for  tbe  use  and 
'  risk  of  the  same^  while  in  the  service  aforesaid.'' 
Mr.  Y.  asked  gentlemen  now,  whether  tbey  were 
satisfied  that  there  had  been  erroneous  decisions 
under  other  aections  of  the  bill  than  the  9th? 
Other  vessels,  he  said,  had  bee»  paid  for  under 
the  same  section.    He  appealed  to  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  a  member 
of  tbe  eomiDittee,  if  these  decisions  were  not 
equally  as  erroneous  as  the  decision  as  to  Mr. 
Carroll's  house  or  Mr.  Ringgold's  ropewalk  ?  Mr. 
Y.  said  he  did  not  regret  voting  for  this  law  ai 
the  last  session,  be  believed  the  provisions  highly 
beneficial,  if  properly  construed.    If  tbe  law  had 
been  misconstrued,  it  was  not  tbe  fault  of  tbe 
law,  but  of  those  who  had  administered  it.    It 
was  not,  he  said,  neeessary  to  speak  of  the  integ- 
rity of  the  officer ;  that  had  not  been  arraigned* 
When  it  was,  it  would  be  time  enough  for  gen- 
tlemen to  defend  it.    It  was  of  abuses  of  tbe  law, 
of  erroneoas  decisions  under  it,  that  Mr.  Y.  spoke. 
He  cooeeived  that  this   House  had  authority, 
and  that  it  was  their  boonden  duty  to  call  on  tbe 
President  to  suspend  further  proceedings  under 
the  act*    If  the  provisions  of  tne  law  required  to 
be  restricted,  it  would  be  reported  accordingly  to 
tbe  House ;  if  they  could  not  get  rid  of  the  Com- 
missioner in  ,any  other  way,  tbey  might  decide 
Qpon  the  claims  embraced  by  tbe  la  w  being  settled 
ttsome  other  o&et. 

Mr«  Ramdolfb  considered  this  as  a  more  im- 
portant question  than  it  had  appeared  to  have 
been  viewed  by  any  gentleman  who  had  spoken— 
a  much  more  important  question  than  any  of 
mere  profit  amd  loss*  to  the  United  States,  or  of 
malfeasance  in  office  by  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  however  high  or  low.    He  submitted  to 
the  worthy   gentleman   from  North   Carolina, 
whether  the  whole  scope  of  his  observations  did 
not  go  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  and 
not  touch  the  law?    With  the  law,  said  Mr.  R., 
I  had  nothing  to  do;  but  I  do  know,  that  in  cases 
of  comparatif  ely  small  importance^  in  Qovern- 
ments  like  ours,  the  most  baneful  precedents  creep 
in.    He  bad  no  doubt,  he  yaid,  from  the  represen- 
tation of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  much  wrong  had  been  done ;  but  it  did  not 
'  follow  that  he  would  accept  the  first  remedy. 
'  The  patient  was  unquestionably  sick;  but  it  did 
^  Qot  follow  that  be  should  swallow  the  first  pre* 
r  scription  of  the  first  man  he  meets— tbe  first  noa*  I 
14th  Con.  2d  Sbss.— 10 


trom  offered  to  him.    No  doubt  mucb  wrong  had 
been  done,  which  it  was  not  competent  to  thb 
House  to  remedy ;  and  that  wrong  might  be  done, 
which  it  might  become  the  doty,  the  prerogative 
of  this  House  to  remedy.    Tbe  question  now  was^ 
however,  whether  it  comported  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  go  to  the  President,  and  request 
of  him  the  removal  of  any  petty  officer,  for  <^ 
that  description  he  considered  this  officer,  being 
appointed  pro  hoc  ince,  strictlv  ministerial,  and  su- 
bordinate to  the  Bzecutive  or  the  United  States. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  would  never  compromit  himself 
so  far  in  his  individual  character,  much  less  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  as  to  ask  of  the  Bieco* 
live  the  appointment  or  removal,  to  or  from  any 
office,  of  any  indi? idual.    But  a  much  more  ia« 
portent  principle  was  involved  in  this  discussion : 
Shall  the  House  of  Representatives  be  instru- 
mental in  introducing  into  tbe  American  Con* 
stituiioD  a  doctrine  which  has  deluged  the  Bng> 
lish  nation  with  blood,  which  has  occasioned  a 
long,  violent, and  bloody  war — ^awar  which  fioalif 
wrested  from  the  Stuart  famtiv  this  prerogative  7 
Mr.  R.  said'  he  acquitted  gentlemen  of  any  such 
intention ;  he  believed  their  intentions  were  pore, 
but  he  saw  at  once  the  danger  of  this  suspending 
prerogative,  for  which  tbe  Commons  of  Bngtand' 
contended*  he  knew  not  how  long,  and  at  length 
wrested  from  their  sovereigns,  beiag  attributed 
to  our  Bxecuttve  authority,  difiering  so  widely 
in  its  construction  from  that  of  monarchial  Qov- 
ernment.    Mr.  R.  could  not  consent  to  it.    If^ 
said  he,  tbe  House  were  to  request  the  PreddenC 
to  suspend  this  act,  perchance  some  future  Presi* 
dent  will  suspend  our  statutes  without  our  re- 
quest, and  for  this  reason,  if  he  be  competent  to 
suspend  an  act,  a  mere  resolution  of  this  House 
does  neither  enlarge  nor  diminish  bis  powers* 
Under  tfais  view  pf  the  ease,  if  the  decisions  of  the 
Commissioner  were  to  take  the  last  dollar  from 
the  Treasury,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  rather  see 
it  drained  than  see  it  admitted  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  the  power  to  suspend 
laws  ia  any  case. 

Mr.  GaoarfiNOB  rose  to  ask  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  whether  he  obtained  the 
facts  which  he  had  stated  from  the  Commissioner 
himself?  If  they  were  as  stated,  the  case  muat 
be  one  not  only  of  incorrect  hot  of  corrupt  deci« 
sion.  If  tbe  ffsnileman  had  stated  the  real  cir- 
cumstances of  tbe  case,  Mr.  Q.  said  he  should 
deem  it  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  institute 
against  this  officer  a  proceeding  of  a  criminal  na* 
tore. 

Mr.  HopciHaoN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that 
nothing  was  more  important  to  this  House  than 
its  character  and  dijg^nity ;  nothing  was  more  im- 
portant to  the  nation,  and  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  sustain  this  cnaracter  than  that  it  should 
refrain  from  acts  which  it  could  not  consummate. 
Suppose  the  resolution  to  pass,  the  reqOest  to  be 
made  of  the  President,  and  the  President  to  order 
tbe  suspension ;  suppose  that  the  officer  refused 
to  suspend  tbe  law ;  the  officer,-  said  Mr.  H.,  in 
doing  so,  stands  authorized  by  the  act  of  tbe  Le- 
gislature ;  he  not  only  suceenfully,  but  with  ira- 
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Sunity^  resists  the  reqoesu  of  this  House  and  the 
irectioD  of  the  Presideot.  The  PresideDt  has 
by  the  Coostituiioti  no  sach  power  as  that  of  sas* 
pending  a  law ;  and  although  the  gentleman  from 
PennsylTsnia  bad  laid  down  the  position  that  lie 
bad  the  power  to  saspend  this  law,  he  had  not 
proved  it.  Mr.  H.  held  it  most  clear  that  the 
President  has  not  the  power,  on  the  request  of 
this  House,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  any  law. 

Mr.  HutBBRT  said  he  was  sati^fied  that  the 
grounds  of  the  resolution  were  correct.  It  was 
not  proposed  to  suspend  the  law,  but  the  execution 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  specially  confided 
by  the  act  to  the  Executive.  He  thought  the 
House  had  the  power  to  ask  this  of  the  Presto 
dent,  and  he  hoped  they  would  exercise  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  said  the  de- 
fect alleged  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  law,  but  in 
the  execution  of  the  law.  If  so,  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  to  dismiss  the  officer, 
without  the  interposition  of  this  House.  Mr.  C. 
said  be  felt  very  little  disposition  to  give  his  sup- 
port to  any  proposition  which  should  assume  the 
idea  of  the  power  of  this  House  to  suspend  a  law. 
If  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  were  such 
as  had  been  represented,  no  amendment  of  the 
law  could  have  any  efiect  whatever,  because  the 
law  did  not  even  touch  the  case  which  had  been 
stated.  The  evil  appeared  to  be  in  the  officer 
himself.  It  is  in  the  rresident's  power  to  remove 
chat  evil.  In  assuming  power  in  this  case,  said 
Mr.  C,  we  should  act  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty. 
If  the  President  did  not  dismiss  the  officer,  there 
was  another  remedy  by  the  exercise  of  a  power 
belonging  to  this  House — that  of  impeachment. 

Mr.  XANCET  again  brit*fly  stated  the  case  of 
the  decision  in  favor  of  Mr.  O'Neale.  He  had 
not,  he  added,  seen  the  evidence  before  the  Com- 
missioner, and  did  not  know  what  it  was — he 
Cook  it  to  be  the  same,  or  the  same  in  principle, 
«a  that  which  was  formerly  before  the  Commit- 
Cee  of  Claims  in  the  same  case,  and  from  which 
Mr.  Y.'s  impression  had  been  derived.  Such 
was  the  case  which  had  been  favorably  adjudged 
voder  the  5th  section  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  that  much  of  the  debate 
bad  arisen  from  the  introduction  into  the  debate 
of  a  question  not  before  the  House.  Various  ob- 
jections had  been  made— one  of  them  of  a  novel 
character,  that  it  would  be  undignified  in  this 
House  to  request  the  President  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  the  law.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  presumed 
it  was  always  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  perform  the  duties  which  the  Constitu- 
Cioo  and  their  constituents  had  assigned  to  them. 
The  first  great  duty  of  this  House  was  to  uke 
care  of  the  public  money,  and  guard  it  from 
wasteful  disbursement.  Mr.  F.  said,  gentlemen 
seemed  to  imagine,  that  this  resolution  was 
founded  on  the  presumption  that  the  power  ex- 
ercised by  the  President,  under  this  particular 
act,  had  been  properly  exercised.  Mr.  F.  said, 
he  would  have  Ifft  this  subject  wholly  to  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  if  he  had  been  satisfied 
that  that  discretion  would  be  properly  exercised. 
But  be  believed  it  would  not.    There  wa^s  evi- 


dence enough  before  the  House  to  show,  that  as 
the  President  had  directed  the  suspension  of  a 
part  of  the  act,  be  ought  to  have  gone  further, 
and  suspended  the  whole.   Mr.  F.  said,  he  would 
state  in  addition  some  cases  of  decision,  recently 
made  by  the  Commissioner,  with  which  he  was 
not  perfectly  acquainted,  but  sufficientijr  so  to 
satisfy  biro  of  their  demerit.    He  bad  been  at  the 
Treasury  this  morning,  and  examined  some  of 
the  awards  which  had  been  made.    In  one  case, 
said  he,  I  find  the  Commissioner  has  awarded  to 
a  man  a  sum  of  money  for  corn  and  potatoes 
trampled  under  foot  by  the  United  States'  troops; 
and  to  another  person  the  value  of  fifty-two  rods 
of  rail  fence  destroyed ;  these  awards  being  in 
favor  of  men  by  the  name  of  Moore  and  Evans. 
From  the  abstracts  of  the  decisions  he  had  seea. 
Mr.  F.  said,  be  was  satisfied  such  decisions  were 
erroneous.    To  prevent  the  deqision  of  similar 
cases,  he  wished  the  House  to  interfere.    Ooe 
word  as  to  the  efiect  of  a  suspension  of  a  partico- 
lar  class  of  cases— -that  of  lost  horses  from  the 
West.    Without  their  aid,  Mr.  F.  said,  this  act 
would  never  have  passed  this  House.    Honora- 
ble gentlemen,  in  the  warmth  of  their  feelings 
for  that  particular  section  of  the  United  Stato, 
in  gratitude  for  the  services  of  its  brave  militia 
and  volunteers  during  the  war,  had  included  ia    | 
the  act  a  variety  of  cases  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  sanctioned  by  this  House.    The  House   I 
had  been  told  the  evidence  in  support  of  these   ; 
claims  was  here.    Would  the  suspension  of  the   '' 
act  diminish  the  weight  of  that  evidence?  Would   ' 
it  impair  the  force  of  it,  to  postpone  the  decision   | 
and  the  payment  of  the  money  for  •  month  or   i 
six  weeks?    Mr.  F.  put  it  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther that  consideration  was  sufficient  to  justify 
an  opposition  to  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.    But  even  under  that  section  of  the  bill, 
he  had  received  it  from  the  most  correct  authori- 
ty, the  Commissioner  was  about  to  give,  if  he 
had  not  already  given,  a  construction  which  no 
man  in  this  House  would  justify  ;  he  was  about 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  officers  of 
the  regular  army.    Some  such  casea^  it  was  hb 
impression,  bad  been  decided  before  the  proper 
authority  had  an  opportunity  of  interfering.    He 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  pu;  it  to  the  genttemao  last  up, 
whether  his  whole  argument  did  not  go  to  the 
officer,  and  not  to  the  law ;  for,  at  the  end  of  the 
suspension  of  the  law  for  six  weeks,  we  should 
have  that  or  some  other  officer  to  ezecuie  the 
same  law.    Mr.  R.  wished  to  be  understood  not 
to  mean  to  inculpate  that  officer;  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  his  decisions;   but  he  wanted  to  know 
whether,  in  these  six  weeks  spoken  of,  the  officer 
in  question  would  become  more  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  than  he  is  now.    The 
whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  went   to  the 
question  of  requesting  the  President  to  suspend 
or  remove  the  officer.    As  to  the  propriety  of 
addressing  the  Presid<*nt  to  request  bim   to  re- 
move any  particular  officer,Mr.  R.said,  he  would 
not  enter  into  that  question  now.    As  to  ihe  de« 
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cUions  of  (he  officer,  Mr.  R.  sabmittcd  whether, 
the  eonduet  of  the  officer  beiog  under  ezamiaa- 
tioo  before  a  special  committee,  a  sen^e  of  jaMJce 
to  the  party  io  question  did  not  require  gentle- 
men to  suspend  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  the  law,  till  they  had  a  report  from 
their  committee.    He  asked  gentlemen,  8Up])ose 
they  could  bring  into  court  a  case  of  extreme 
fatuity  in  the  execution  uf  his  duties  by  a  judge 
of  the  United  States — would  they  request  the 
President  to  suspend  the  law  under  which  he 
was  appointed  ?    The  more  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  insisted  on  the  misconduct  of  the  officer, 
the  more  he  convinced  Mr.  R.  that  he  was  wrong 
in  the  cporse   he  had  taken.    I  cannot  consent, 
&aid  Mr.  R.,  that  whenever  gentlemen  come  on 
this  floor,  and  bring  cases,  however  flagrant,  of 
misconduct  of  public  officers,  that  a  suspension  of 
the  law  under  which  they  are  appointed  is  to  be 
the  remedy^.     But  pne  geatlemaa  says,  it  in  pro- 
posed to  suspend  not  the  law,  but  the  execution 
of  the  Jaw.     Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
to  explaiQ  I  he  difference  between   two  things, 
which  were    to  his  mind  precisely  of  the  same 
import. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
His  idea  was,  that  to  suspend  certain  proceed- 
ings under  a  law,  was  by  no  means  to  suspend  the 
law  itself. 

Mr.  Harbison,  of  Ohio,  said  he  wished  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  point  out  what  part 
of  the  CoQstitutioQ  or  laws  oi  the  United  States 
deprived  a  regular  military  officer  of  the  same 
right  which  appertained  to  all  other  persons  in 
the  United  States.  If  the  law  in  que.>tion  actu- 
iJIy  did  not  embrace  the  cases  of  regular  officers 
who  bad  lost  property  io  the  same  way  as  militia 
officers,  he  could  only  say,  in  his  opinion,  its  pro- 
visions were  extremely  partial  and  unjust.  If 
the  provisions  of  the  act  were  general  as  to  all 
officers  of  the  United  Stales,  why  were  not  the. 
officers  of  the  regular  army  as  much  entitled  to 
its  benefits  as  other  citizens  ?  He  should  like  to 
know. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  said  he  bad  referred  only  to 
the  case  of  regular  officers,  because  there  was 
a  special  provision,  by  other  acts,  for  their  casef 
whiUi  there  was  none  sueh,  exeept  in  the  act  of 
last  session,  for  militia  officers.  With  respect  to 
the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  said 
Mr.  F^  I  will  answer  it.  I  would  not  propose  to 
remove  a  jaidicial  officer,  because  the  President 
has  not  the  power ;  but  if  an  officer  over  whom 
he  baa  power,  were  to  act  with  evident  incorrect* 
ness,  I  would  ask  the  President  to  remove  that 
officer.  I  do  not  presuihe  to  say  tha.^  the  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner  are  erroneous  or  corrupt:  1 
only  state  what  I  believe  them  to  be.  It  niay  be, 
that  after  the  production  of  evidence  and  its  ex- 
aminatioDi  it  may  appear  that  the  judgments  of  the 
Corn  miss  loner  are  correct.  My  impression  is  to 
the  contrary  ;  that  the  more  they  are  examined, 
the  more  erroneous  they  will  appear.  Suppose 
it  should  be  found,  Mr.  F.  said,  that  theCommis- 
aioner  had  been  and  yet  was  making  erroneous 


decisions;  would  it  not  be  the  boundea  duty  of 
this  House  to  inform  the  President,  that  he  might 
>uspend  wholly  the  execution  of  that  law  which 
he  had  partially  suspended  f  Was  it  not  their 
bounden  duty  to  guard  the  Treasury  against  this 
individual?  Gentlemen  appeared  not  to  recol- 
lect the  peculiar  nature  of  this  act;  every  judg* 
ment  the  Commissioner  made,  however  errone- 
neous.  or  however  corrupt,  was  instantly  paid  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  money 
beyond  the  control  of  this  House.  If  there  had 
been  a  controlling  power;  if  there  had  been  an 
ap|)ellate  jlirisdiction  by  which  the  acts  of  this 
Commissioner  were  to  be  revised  and  examined, 
he  should  never,  he  said,  have  thought  of  intro* 
duciog  the  resolution.  But  it  was  directly  the 
contrary.  He  trusted  the  House  was  satisfied 
that  something  should  be  done.  He  declared,  he 
said,  that  he  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  extra- 
ordinary indisposition  to  exercise  a  power  of  this 
sort.  We  have  no  objection,  said  he,  to  take  up 
this  subject,  provided  somebody  stands  between 
us  and  responsibility  ;  but  we  wait  for  the  Presi- 
dent's direction  before  we  will  move  in  the  case. 
I  wish  to  do  more,  said  Mr.  F., — [  wish  to  give 
information  to  the  President  that  it  is  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House  that  he  has  not  done  snffi* 
cieot.  The  rules  prescribed  for  the  Commissioner 
were  found  insufficient;  they  were  evaded^-the 
whole  operation  of  the  law  has  been  more  than 
once  suspended  to  prevent  further  violation,  and 
the  evidence  in  the  cases  has  changed  its  shape  to 
suit  the  new  regulations.  Mr.  F.  hoped  the  re- 
solve would  be  passed. 

Mr.  JoBMSON,  of  Kentucky,  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  for  one  moment,  on  a  matter  of 
fact.    The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(Mr.  YARCfiT,)  in  explanation  to  the  House  of 
his  view  of  the  question,  did  not  pretend  to  state, 
that  he  had  himself  examined  one  individual  qase 
of  the  Commissioner's  decisions..    The  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  this  resolution  had 
said,  in  his  appeal  to  the  House,  that  of  his  own 
knowledge  he  could  not  condemn  the  decisions; 
that  no  case  had  been  examined  by  him,  which 
attached  blame  to  the  Commissioner,  either  of 
error  or  corruption.    The  facts  then  were  nar- 
rowed to  this;  that  no  gentleman  in  favor  of  the 
resolution  had  any  personal  knowledge  of  them. 
I  will  only  state  one  more  fact,  said  Mr.  J.,  and 
sit  down.    On  my  first  arrival  here,  it  was  stated 
to  me  that  the  House  in  our  view  caught  fire  from 
the  Capitol :  1  heard  it  often — I  took  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  evidence  in  this  and  another  case, 
the  only  two  I  ever  heard  complained  of  before 
this  day — and  other  gentlemen  miffht,  if  they 
chose,  have  done  the  same,  particularly  members 
who  introduce  into  this  House  solemn  resolutions 
for  suspending  laws.    I  did  look  over  the  papenL 
and  the  fact  was  established  by  the  testimony  ot 
the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  other  incon- 
testable evidence,  that  the  building  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  a  military  force,  and  that  the  rockets 
of  the  enemy  were,  therefore,  applied  to  it.    For 
the  honor  ot  the  House,  for  the  reputation  of  the 
man,  Mr.  J.  asked,  would  they,  without  examina- 
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tion,  press  forward  resolutions  deciding  ^uestioiu. 
of  the  merits  of  which  they  were  wholly  ignorant? 
Mr.  F0R8TTH  said,  the  gentleman  misunder- 
stood him  if  he  supposed  he  had  offered  and  pressed 
this  resolation  witoout  just  grounds.  He  had,  he 
said,  to  be  sore,  no  personal  knowledge  of  facts, 
but  his  resolution  was  bottomed  on  information 
received  from  the  Heads  of  DepaTtmeat— and  in- 
formation received  in  this  wajr  was  much  more 
entitled  to  credit  than  information  received  from 
the  Commissioner  himself.  The  case  of  Mr.  C* 
Neale  was  received  from  the  chairman  of  one  of 
the  committees,  who  received  it  from  the  Head  of 
the  Navy  Department — ^that  case  had  been  deci- 
ded, and  paid,  without  application  to  the  Navv 
Office  for  evidence.  He  bad  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  facts,  indeed,  but  he  had  enough  to  author- 
ise him  and  the  House  to  proceed  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Haroin  now  rose  to  make  the  motion  he 
had  before  contemplated,  to  lay  this  resolve  on 
tbe  table.  He  was  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
.what  had  been  said,  and  he  presumed  the  House 
was  satisfied,  he  said,  of  the  incompetency  of  tbe 
officer,  whom  it  was  probable  thePreiiident  would 
see  fit  to  remove. 

Mr.  GBOSYfiifOR  said,  he  hoped  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  €leorgia  correctly  ;  that  tbe 
resolution  was  founded  on  tbe  suggestion  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  If  so,  it  appeared  strange, 
indeed,  he  said,  that  the  President  should  intro- 
duce this  subject  to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  one 
way)  and  his  counsellors,  indirectly,  in  another 
way. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  explained.  He  hoped  the  gentle* 
man  would  not  misunderstand  him  purposely. 
He  did  not  say  that  he  had  introduced  the  motion 
al  the. suggestion  of  any  Head  of  a  Department. 
It  was  on  information  from  them ;  the  suggestion 
was  his  own. 

.  Mr.  Grobybh OR  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his 
information.  The  President  had  come  forward 
and  given  the  House  his  views  of  this  sutgect. 
His  Constitutional  advisers,  instead  of  giving  him 
iDformation,  come  in  this  way  and  lay  informa- 
tion before  tbe  House !  [Mr.  Forsttb  said,  that 
the  information  he  had  received,  was  sought  by 
him.]  The  gentleman.  Mr.  Q.  said,  had  come 
forward  to  the  House  with  rumors  of  misconduct 
in  a  public  officer;  which  rumors,  it  appeared, 
originated  with  Eiecotive  officers — with  the 
Tery  authority  to  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
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o  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  alleged  evil, 
^his  information  comes  from  th< 


e  advisers  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  it  is  impos- 
sible to  presume  they  had  laid  it  before  the  Pres- 
ident, or  he  would  not  have  confined  hiseommuni- 
cations  to  the  House  to  those  which  he  bad  made. 
It  was  therefore  proposed  to  this  House  to  jog  the 
President,  because  the  Heads  of  Departments  had 
not  chosen  to  do  it.  As  it  appeared  that  the 
President,  his  counsellors  at  least,  had  already 
full  information  on  this  subject,  it  was  surely  un- 
necessary for  the  House  to  pass  this  resolve. 

The  Bpsakbr  having  requested  gentlemen  to 
confine  their  remarks  to  the  question  before  the 


Honse^that  of  laving  the  subject  on  the  table— 
The  debate  ceased. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows :  For 
laying  it  on  the  table  68,  against  it  64. 


MoBDAY,  December  16. 

Mr.  Tabcet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  memorial  of  William  Haslet^ 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read :  When 
Mr.  Tabcet,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Haslett,  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Retbolos.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter,  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  survey  and  mark  a  road,  from 
Tennessee,  throu|;h  the  Chickasaw  nation,  re- 
ported a  bill,  makios  an  appropriation  for  open- 
ing and  cutting  out  a  road  thereiq  described, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Luther  Bingham, 
passed  through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  nem.  con,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  respecting  a  modification  of  tbe  ton- 
nage duty^eported  the  other  day,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  and  Means,  passed  through  tbe 
Committee  or  the  Whole,  without  debate,  and 
was  ordered,  fiem.  con.  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  made  a  motion  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
lajring  a  duty  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies,  dbc.  Mr.  S.  briefly  expressed 
his  reasons  to  be,  the  injustice  of  the  operation  of 
this  duty  to  enterprising  men  of  business,  from 
which  capitalists  and  those  best  able  to  bear  it 
were  wholly  exempt.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTfiRNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr.  Calbodb,  of  South  Carolina,  referring  to 
a  proposition  of  the  same  sort  made  at  the  last 
session,  but  then  opposed  by  him  as  bein^  anseft- 
•onably  iatrodueed,  said  that,  since  that  timei  the 
bank  law  had  passed,  the  subscription  hnd  oeen 
filled  under  auspicious  eiroumstances,  and  the 
bank  was  about  to  go  into  operation.  Now  he 
said,  was  a  proper  moment  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether  tne  course  of  internal  improvement 
was  a  proper  direction  for  the  United  States  to 
j[ive  to  their  share  of  the  profits  of  that  inatitu- 
tion.    He  therefore  moved, 


**  That  a  oommittae  be  appotnted  lo  inquiie  into  ths 
expediency  of  setthig  ^lart  the  bonus,  and  the  net  an- 
nnsl  proceeds  of  the  N ationel  Bank,  as  a  permanent 
fond  for  intemal  impruvenent." 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  not  his  object  at  this  period 
to  discuss  the  iosportance  of  national  improve- 
ment.  It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  was  of  soeh 
importance  as  to  have  been  annually  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Ezeeattve. 
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H.OFR. 


Thai  it  had  not  beta  h«ittelbre  Mted  on,  wms 

not  to  be  attributed,  Mr.  C.  nid,  to  any  impffeseioii 

derogstiog  from  tlie  importftaee  of  the  sabjeet. 

It  arofe  from  tbe  wmit  of  foods ;  from  the  em- 

btrrassed  state  of  oar  Anmntts,  tad  from  the  erit- 

ieal  state  of  oor  foreigi  relatiops,  which  demanded 

aJi  odr  attention,    we  had  now  abundance  of 

revenoei  and  were  in  a  state  of  peacei  givioff 

leisure  to  Congress  to  examine  subjects  eonneeted 

with  domestic  affiiir»-H)f  all  whiob,  internal  im- 

prorement  was  net  exceeded  in  importance  by 

tny.    He  helped,  therefore,  the  resolution  would 

pass,  and  tbe  mquiry  be  made  as  proposed. 

Toe  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  cor^  and 
Messrs.  Cilbour,  Ssefpet,  Cbbiohton,  ubob- 
tBifOB,  and  Ingham,  were  appointed  the  com* 
mittee. 


In  the  ladiaa  war  pretions  to  the  Trea^  of  Greea- 


TtrasDAT,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Yorkj 
VicTOBY  BiROBBTB,  appcaitfd  and  took  his  seat. 

A  new  member  also  appeared,  to  wit:  from 
Tirginia,  John  TTLBB,iatne  room  of  John  Clop- 
t00|  deceased,  who  produaed  his  credeatials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

£ngroesed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  fpr  the  relief  of  Luther  fiiagham. 

An  act  snpplamentary  to  an  net  to  regulate  the 
dnties  oa  imposts  and  tonnage,  were  sererally 
read  the  ttiird  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HaaBaaT^  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Colombian  rasurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Haboin,  of  Kentucky,  to  clothe  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims  with  power  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers,  with  a. view  to  obtaintn|r  from  Wil- 
liam O^Neale  two  papers,  stated  by  Mr,  Haboin 
to  be  essential  to  a  just  view  of  the  merits  of  his 
eiaim  against  the  United  States  for  a  vessel  de- 
stroyed ;  which  papers  were  the  property  of  the 
House)  but  accidentally  delivered  to  him  by  the 
clerk  with  his  own  pnpefs,  which  he  bad  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House.  It  was 
suggested,  ailer  some  conversation,  rather  than 
debate,  that  this  object  could  be  accomplished 
withont  difficulty,  on  a  mere  request  from  the 
Clerk  m  btr.  O'Neale  ^  and,  in  the  end,  Mr.  iLia* 
aiN's  atotiosi  was  rcjeeted* 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  JofltcnoN,  of  Kentucky,  flPom  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  following 

bUl: 


A  Bill  concerning  the  iavalids  of  tbe 
war,  and  the  widows  and  ehildren  of  the  niUitb»  aad 
the  soldiem  of  the  arsiy  during  the  late  war. 

Be  ii  enatUdj  4e*>  That  all  laws  and  regulations 
iathorixing  the  offieen  and  soldiers  of  the  xegnlar 
aimy,  and  the  offioen  sad  soldiers  Of  the  maitia,  who 
serred  daring  the  late  war,  to  be  placed  on  the  pennon 
tsU,  shaU,  and  they  are  bertby  deetated  to,  relate  eqnal* 
ly  to  the  ofieers  and  soldien  ef  fte  Revolntionary  war ; 
and  the  offioars  and  soMisn  ef  the  miitaa  who  served 


8so.  8.  And  be  it  Jwiker  enaeied^  That  if  any 
oflker  or  soldier  of  the  militia,  of  the  rangers,  the  sea- 
fencibles,  the  twelve  and  ^leen  months  volnnteen, 
shaU  have  died  wilhia  three  months  allsr  retnming 
hooM  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  reaaon 
of  wonnda  received,  or  diseasss  contracted,  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shaU  have  left  a 
vridow,  or,  if  no  vridow,  a  child  or  children  Under  shc- 
teen  years  of  age,  each  vridow  or,  if  ao  widow,  saeh 
child  or  chitdren  shaU  be  entitled  to^  and  leeeive  half 
the  menti^y  pay  to  vrhich  such  oflkar  or  soldier  was 
entitled  at  the  ttaie  of  his  leaviag  the  serriee  afen- 
satd,  for  and  daring  the  term  of  five  yean.  Bat,  in 
ease  of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  vridow,  befive 
the  expiration  of  the  said  |enn  of  five  years,  the  half 
pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child 
or  children  of  such  decessed  officer  or  soldier :  Pre* 
eufed;  dbo,  That  this  provision  shall  extend  to  the 
wldovrs  and  duldren  of  the  offlcets  of  the  regular 
army. 

Sbo.  3.  Andheii  finr^Ktmatttd^  That,  if  any  sol* 
dter  of  the  regnlar  army,  during  the  late  war,  Shall 
have  died  whUe  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
upon  his  return  home,  by  vronnds  received  in  that  ser- 
vice, or  by  anv  other  means ;  or  if  anv  such  soldier 
shall  have  died  vritiun  thrae  mouths  after  his  return 
home,  by  wounds  rsceived  or  £seases  oontncted, 
while  in  tin  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  left  a  widow,  she  shall  be  entitled  to  and  rsesEte 
half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  vras  enti- 
tled at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  at  his  discharge, 
for  and  during  Uie  term  of  five  years ;  bat,  in  the  case 
of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  ^resaid,  the  half  pay  fiir  ^ 
remainder  of  the  five  years  shaO  cease  and  determine, 
and,  in  the  cases  embraced  by  thn  act,  the  five  yeats 
ahaU  commence  ftom  the.deam  of  the  officer  or  soldier 
aforessid. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Yaaonr,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Cnm- 
nrittee  of  Ciaams,  to  whom  was  r^rred  the  Mae* 
sage  of  tbe  President,  recommending  a  reviaien 
of  tbe  act  for  the  seulemeot  of  claims^  for  prop- 
erty lest  and  destroyed  in  mititarjr  service  daring 
the  war,  handed  in  a  report,  stating  the  circum- 
stances of  three  decisions,  which,  in  the  oinnion 
of  the  committee,  the  Commissioner  had  incor- 
rectly made  under  the  law,  and  reoommendiog  to 
the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  bill: 

A  Bill  to  amend  dw  act  •«  to  authoriae  the  peyUMat 
for  property  lost,  csptnred,  or  destrayed,  bythe  ene- 
my, while  lathe  miluarysemce  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  puiposes,  psased  the  9th  day  of  Aasil, 
1816.'* 

Be  U  enaited,  4t.,  That  the  nbith,  tenth,  eleventh, 
tvrelfth,  thlrteettth,  and  fourteenth,  sectiens  of  the  act 
«To  authoriae  the  payment  for  mooerty  lost,eapaiied, 
or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  vriiile  m  the  miUtaly  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  for  o^erpnrposss,  passed 
the  9th  day  of  April,  ]8ie,"be  andthesame  isheieby 
repealed. 

Sac.  n.  And  be  H  fitrfheremKUdf  That  all  claims, 
the  payment  for  which  b  autiieriBed  and  allowed^  by 
the  said  act,  ihaU  hereafter  be  heard  and  desMad  by 
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Dbcbmbbb,  1616. 


tin  Additional  AeoonntaBl  of  tbe  War  Depaftneat, 
vader  nich  rules  and  regalations  aa  have  heretofore 
.been  eatabliihed  for  tbe  aettlement  of  aooountt  in  the 
said  Department,  and  aneh  other  ralea  as  the  Preaident 
of  the  tfnited  States  may  hereafter  prescrihe. 

8bg.  S.  And  be  U  fiirtker  enacted.  That  the  loos  or 
destmction  of  the  properly,  mentioned  ta  the  aforesaid 
act,  as  well  as  the  valne  thereof,  shall  be  ascertained 
bj  tbe  best  eTidenee  which  the  nators  of  the  ease  will 
admit  of,  and  which  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  party 
to  produce,  and  the  amoont  thereof  when  so  aseer^ 
•  tained,  and  the  decision  thenon  approved  by  the  8oa- 
tetary  of  War,  shall  be  paid  to  the  sufferer  or  suflsr* 
en,  out  of  any  mooey  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  referted  to 
a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole. 
Tbe  report  is  as  follows : 
To  enable  the  oommittee  to  decide  on  the  necessity 
.  of  an  allerstion  in  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  it 
was  necessary,  first,  to  understand  the  construction 
which  it  had  received  from  the  Commissioner  appointed 
to  cany  it  into  effect.    For  this  purpose,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  under  their  instructions,  addressed 
a  letter  to  Richard  Bland-  Lee,  Esq*,  requesting  his 
attendance  before  them,  to  give  them  such  information 
upon  the  subject  of  their  inquiry  as  his  experience  under 
the  act  could  affiird.     Mr.  Lee  accordingly  attended, 
and,  from  a  conversation  with  him  generally  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  the  committee  were  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  he  had  given,  and  was  still  disposed  to 
.  givoy  to  the  law,  an  extension  of  construction  not  con* 
iemplated  by  Congress  at  the  time  of  iu  passage,  and 
not  warranted  by  ito  object    Among  the  adjudications 
Bnade  by  the  Comnussioner,  there  are  several  which 
have  been  examined  by  the  committee,  and  in  their 
opinion  not  suthorisod  by  the  law.    The  first  case  to 
whidi  their  attention  was  called  was  the  case  of  Dan- 
iel CarroU  of  Duddington,  \rho,  together  with  others, 
owned  a  house  in  the   City  of  Washington,  called 
Tomlinson's  Hotet    A  part  of  this  house  was  occu- 
pied by  two  families  on  the  evening  of  the  33d  of  An- 
gust,  1814,  at  which  time  the  remainder  of  the  house, 
being  nnoocnpied,  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  troop 
of  cavalry,  and  some  militia  fipom  Virginia,  on  their 
way  to  join  that  part  of  the  army  commanded  by  Gen- 


Carrott'a  daia,  or  of  what  woald  have  been  its  6te 
npon  an  application  to  Congrsss;  but  they  are  fottj 
persuaded  that  a  aonnd  eonstmcliott  of  the  act  wooM 
not  authorise  ito  payment  The  amount  of  the  cIsiB 
is  $37^98  50 ;  the  most  objectionable  part  of  which 
is  a  chuge  for  rent  of  the  house  from  the  S4th  August, 
1814,  to  the  S4Ui  August,  1816,  at  $9,200. 

The  second  was  the  case  of  Tench  Ringgold  h  Co. 
Mr.  RinggoU,  W.  and  G.  8mith,  and  Fbilip  B.  Key, 
owned  an  extensive  ropewalk,  with  a  house  on  the 
same  lot,  and  not  for  distant  from  the  walk,  in  the  City 
of  Washington.    It  appears,  from  evidence  filed  with 
the  Commissioner,  that  the  owners  of  the  ropswslk 
had  been  in  the  hsbitof  manufoctnring  cordage  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Stetes,  upon  contracto  made  with 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy.    In  the  year  181 1,  a  cable 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  then  lying  in  Uie  navy 
yard,  had  one  of  ito  atrands  accidentally  ent  by  a  car- 
penter ;•  it  waa  taken  to  tbe  ropewalk  to  have  it  cot, 
and  a  new  one  put  to  each  end.    One  end  of  the  cable 
waa  afterwards,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1811, 
removed  lo  the  navy  yard,  and  the  other  continued  in 
or  abont  the  walks.    On  the  S6th  August,  a  British 
oflScer  and  a  party  of  men  went  to  the  ropewalk,  broke 
open  one  of  the  doors,  and  the  oflker  ordered  one  of 
Uie  men  to  aet  fire  to  aome  yams  whkh  were  atretdhed 
in  the  walks,  and  which  the  mastnr  workman  stotes 
were  to  have  been  manufactured  into  cablee  for  the  Gov- 
ernment   The  parson  who  had  care  of  the  ropewslks 
remonstrated  against  the  conduct  of  the  oflioer,  and 
assured  him  that  it  was  the  pnmerty  of  a  private  citiien; 
to  which  he  replied  that  he  did  not  wiah  individuals  to 
sufier,  but  that  he  should  destroy  all  housee  and  prop- 
erty which  were  engaged  in  public  work,  and  that  he 
knew  or  believed  the  yams  in  the  ropevralka  were  in- 
tended for  public  use,  and  that  the  walks  at  that  time  were 
employed  in  public  work.    At  the  aame  time  he  ordered 
the  house  not  for  distant  to  be  fired,  but,  upon  exam- 
instion,  finding  that  it  was  occupied  by  the  master 
workman  of  the  walks,  and  not  occupied  as  a  storehouse, 
it  was  not  firsd  at  that  time ;  while  the  walk,  however, 
was  homing,  the  house  caught  fire  and  was  destroyed. 
The  value  of  the  ropewalk,  and  the  property  that  waa 
in  it,  and  the  house,  amounting  to  #17,619  39,  bas 
been  awarded  to  the  ownera,  upon  the  gnmnd  that  the 
ropewalk  and  hooae  constituted  a  mUUary  d^onie — 


ml  Winder,  and  then  in  the  vidni^  of  the  dty.  Un«4i«di«*<on»w  »*k««P>n»n  •' the  committer  moat 
Borne  of  the  miUtia  continued  in  possession  of  that  part   erroneooa  and  improper. 


4>f  the  house,  unoccupied  by  any  familyt  until  11  or 
in- o'clock  on  the  d4th.  On  that  evening  the  British 
army,  commanded  by  General  Ross,  entered  the  city ; 
and  it  is  proved  by  some  men  who  say  they  then  be- 
longed to  the  British  army,  that,  in  consequence  of  ite 
appearing  to  the  officers  that  troops  had  occupied  the 
bouae,  it  was  burnt  No  other  person  who  lived  in  the 
iiouse  or  about  it  has  proved  the  cause  of  ite  destrdc- 
^n.  It  is  believed  that,  under  a  rigid  and  proper  con- 
jitractfon  of  the  law,  this  claim  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed.  The  nindi  section  of  the  act  authorixea  pay- 
nant  for  a  house  or  building  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  the  same  was  occupied  as  a  mitUary  depoaite^ 
nnder  the  authority  of  an  officer  Or  agent  oi  the  u  iiited 
Btetea,  if  it  shall  appear  that  tueh  occupation  was  the 
eottte  of  iu  destraction.  A  mere  temporary  occupa- 
tion of  the  house  for  one  night  and  a  part  of  the  next 
day,  by  one  or  two  companies  of  militia,  cannot  impart 
to  the  houee  even  the  character  of  barraCksy  much  less 
that  of  a  military  deposita.  It  is  not  for  the  committee 
lo  deode  upon  this  occasion  upon  the  merite  of  Mr. 


Another  decision  whidi  haa  been  made  by  the  Com- 
missioner, the  committee  are  of  opinion  is  much  more 
eitoneous  and  improper  than  either  of  the  two  whkh 
have  been  mentioned :  it  ia  the  caae  of  WiUiam  0*Neale 
and  Robert  Taylor.    The  evidence  before  tha  Commii- 
aioner,  and  which  he  has  submitted  to  the  committee, 
was  the  certificato  of  Bolomon  Fraxier,  stating  that  he 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  flotilla  service  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Barnigr,  and  that,  pursaant  to 
the  commander's  orders  to  him,  he  ordered  the  schoo- 
ner Islet,  belonging  toO'Nealeand  Taylor,  to  be  sunk 
in  the  Patuxent,  to  prevent  her  fiJling  into  the  poe- 
session  of  the  enemy,  on  the  SSd  August,  1814— -she 
then  having  on  board  property  of  the  United  Statce. 
The  owners  of  this  vessel  are  aUowed  f4,000,  that 
being  the  valuation,  according  to  affidavito  filed  with 
the  Commissioner.     According  to  the  adjudication, 
this  claim  was  allowed,  under  the  third  section  of  the 
act  which  authorixea  payment  for  property  onfy  in  thoee 
cases  where  the  injury  haa  been  produced  by  captore, 
daatraction,  or  loaa,  ^  the  en$mg* 
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Ammdmtnli  to  the  CknutHuium. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  ctM  of  O'NMie  and  Tftytor  wm  Ufore  the 
Committdetir  CIubm  the  kit  mmiob  of  CoograM,  and 
by  them  ivported  to  the  Howe  of  RepceMaiattTee. 
Thei  report,  together  with  the  evideiice  upon  which  it 
wu  made— except  the  official  stetement  of  Commo- 
dore Barney,  which,  aocofding  to  the  letter  of  the  8oc^ 
letaiy  of  the  Navy  of  the  16th  of  December,  1816,  is 
BOW  in  the  pooeanen  of  William  O'Neale— ia  annexed 
to  thta  report. 

Confidering  the  extended  conatruction  which  haa 
been  given  to  the  law,  and  the  enroneona  deciriona 
made  under  it,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
act  ahould  be  wo  amended  aa  to  repeal  a  part  of  ita  pro- 
finona,  and  tranaler  the  aetttement  of  daima  under  it 
to  the  War  Department.  They  are  the  more  indoeed 
to  recommend  thia  coaiae,  becaoae  Uie  eaaea  pforided 
ibr  will  there  be  determined  according  to  nnifimn  prin- 
dplea  obaerved  in  the  aettlement  of  chdme  under  the 
control  and  reaponmbility  of  the  Head  of  that  Depart^ 
meat,  and  will  paaa  through  the  aereral  offieae  in  the 
uaaal  way  of  tnnaaeting  bnaitteaa,  and  aubject  to  the 
umal  checka  known  to  be  ao  aalutary  in  the  aettlement 
of  accoonta.    They  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that  eifiBCl. 

AMENDMBNT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Smitb, 
of  Maryland,  in  the  Chair. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr  Pickens  to  rec- 
ommeod  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
atitution,  to  establish  an  uniformity  of  the  mode 
of  election  (by  districts)  in  all  the  States,  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress  and  Slectors  of  President 
and  Vice  President,  was  read. 

Mr.  PicKBNS,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  sup- 
port bia  (iropositioD.  lo  no  other  case  can  it  be 
more  important,  he  said^  that  the  law  should  be 
fixed  and  uniform,  than  in  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  suflrage.  This  is  the  only  link  between  the 
people  and  their  Government.  To  preserve  this 
conoexioa,  this  right  shoi|ld  not  ooly  be  exercised 
in  fact«  but  in  such  manner  as  to  insure  it  confi- 
dence and  respect.  For  this  purpose,  it  would 
seem  essential  that  the  mode  of  election  should 
be  fair  in  relation  to  different  parts;  that  it  should 
be  free  from  sudden  changes;  that  it  should  be  as 
direct  a  communication  of  the  public  will  as 
conveniently  might  be, and  in  a  manner  the  most 
pure. 

If  our  system  of  Qovernment  is  worthy  of  a 
fair  trial,  it  must  be  ao  urgent  duty  on  us  to  apply 
its  fundamental  powers  so  as  to  perform  properly 
their  several  function^.  The  public  will  being 
the  centre  of  motion,  its  influence  must  be  prop- 
erly imparted  to  the  surrounding  bodies,  or  the 
experiment  will  be  unfair,  and  the  system  may 
become  deranged;  with  this  view,  the  present 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  has  been  offered. 
Mr.  P.  said  the  proposition  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee waa  so  plain  in  it$elf,  and  had  been  so 
often  brought  into  view  in  the  diffiereol  States,  as 
well  as  btiore  thb  body  on  several  occasions,  that 
he  would  only  present  a  few  leading  ideas  which 
induced  him  to  hope  foe  its  adoption. 

The  resolution  proposed  to  engraft  no  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  Coastitution ;  but  to  prescribe  a 
mode  pf  exerciaiog  one  of  the  clearest  and  most 


valued  rights  which  we  hold  under  that  instro- 
ment— a  mode  as  old  as  the  €k)veroment  itself. 
At  first,  when  intrigue  and  Slate  struggling  had 
not  polluted  our  elections,  it  was  the  mo»t  general 
mode  practised  by  most  of  the  States,  and  is  still 
contioued  bjr  some  of  them.  The  objection,  there- 
fore, which  is  urged  bv  some,  that  **  the  features 
of  o,ur  Government  should  not  be  altered,'*  will 
not  apply  to  the  proposed  amendment,  inasmuch 
as  it  embraces  no  new  feature,  and  fixes  upon  a 
uniform  rule,  rendering  it  unalterable  by  the  va- 
rying views  of  the  Staiee  and  the  changes  of  fac* 
tions  and  limes.  The  reason  of  the  objection  ia 
ooe  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  estab- 
lishing a  fixed  rule  for  the  exercise  of  our  suf- 
frages, which  shall  become  renerable  from  long 
and  unaltered  usage,  and  on  prineiples  which  will 
be  equal  and  fair  to  ail  parties,  to  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  at  ail  times. 

Another  objection  i  have  heard  to  one  branch 
of  this  amendment  is,  that  Congress  already  poa« 
sesses  the  power  of  regulating  the  elections  of 
representatives.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say 
that  Congress  never  has  yet  ventured  to  touch 
the  subject,  so  extremely  delicate  is  it  viewed. 
Indeed,  Congress  should  never  be  allowed  to  touch 
it,  unless  to  make  such  regulations  as  should  he 
perpetual.  The  consequence  of  allowing  thia 
body  to  be*changing  the  mode  of  exercising  thia 
fundamental  right,  would  be  viewed  by  aome  of 
the  States  with  great  jealousy,  particularly  where 
it  might  be  construed  as  done  with  the  view  of 
gaining  some  unfair  political  advantage ;  and  it 
might  often  happen  that  the  jealousy  would  be 
too  well  founded.  To  avoid,  therefore,  all  causae 
for  future  heart-burnings,  in  times  when  intrigue 
and  faction  shall  prevail,  would  it  not  be  prudent} 
at  this  season  of  serenity,  when  there  ia  no  par- 
ticular contest  in  view,  to  establish,  uaalteratdy, 
such  iregulaiions  as  will  be  just  and  fair,  and  kasl 
liable  to  abuse  7 

Steadiness  and  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  eleo- 
tion  of  either  the  Representatives  or  the  Electors, 
is  only  attainable  by  a  Constitutional  provisioQ. 
While  this  is  left  to  the  varying  views  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  still  more  various  and  varying 
councils  of  the  several  States,  such  changes  wiU 
be  made  by  the  prevailing  parties,  for  the  time 
being,  as  may  answer  their  particular  views.  Oar 
own  experience  is  ample  to  prove  this.  We  have 
seen  sometimes  a  general  vote  prescribed— din 
tricts  of  various  sizes  electing  from  one  to  three 
or  four  Representatives  or  Electors,  and  L^isla- 
tures  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors.  Thus  have  the  people  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  fluctuation  and  uncertainty, 
about  the  most  important  right  they  possess,  after 
enjoying  it  very  equivocally  and  indirectly,  if  ea- 
joyed  at  all.  There  have  been  exhibited  between 
States  and  the  parties  in  States,  almost  every 
four  years,  what  might  be  called  a  political  fareUi 
but  lor  the  importance  of  the  actors,  and  the 
weight  of  the  results.  The  prevailing  party  in  a 
Sute  have  generally  been  the  advocates  of  Sttte 
rights, and  forgiving  a  united  suffrage,  regardlcee 
of  the  sentiments  oidivisions^  being  a  minority  of 
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the  whole  Bute.  The  miooritf  io  a  State  hare 
ooDteaded  for  allowiog  to  eTeqr  aectioe  id  proper 
aod  distioet  weight,  tending  to  divide  the  weight 
of  sliifrage.  And  this  is  the  general  ebaraeter  of 
the  majority  and  minority,  no  matter  of  what  po- 
iitioal  complexion. 

We  hare  seen  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
though  she  generally  acts  with  much  regularity, 
«t  the  point  of  losing  her  entire  suffrage  in  the 
choice  of  Electors ;  the  choice  was  then  in  the 
Legislature,  and  the  two  branches  differing  in  po- 
litical views,  they  were  unable  to  agree  on  a  bal- 
lot, until  an  actual  compromise  was  effected,  in 
which  each  side,  held  out  for  the  best  terms  It 
eoi;dd  procure.  In  this  act  the  public  voice  was 
unheard. 

About  four  years  ago  a  similar  case  happened 
in  Massachusetts,  in  which  a  compromise  was 
agreed  to,  after  man;  vain  attempts  to  effect  the 
choice,  the  two  branches  being  opposed  to  each 
other. 

About  the  same  time,  in  New  Jersey,  a  general 
vote  of  the  people  being  the  established  mode  for 
choosing  Blectora,  and  no  change  in  the  number 
of  Electors^  or  other  ostensible  reason  for  an  alter- 
ation existing,  the  Legislature  convened  a  few 
dnys  previous  to  the  time  of  election ;  and  finding 
a  maiority  of  that  bodv  of  a  different  political 
complexion  from  what  they  supposed  the  majority 
of  the  qualified  voters  in  the  Sute  to  be,  the  elec- 
tion law  was  instantly  repealed,  and  the  right  of 
appointing  Electors  was  assumed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, giving  the  Electoral  College  their  own  po- 
litical image. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  meant  no  reflection  on  these  re- 
cptctable  States;  the  fault  is  in  the  systeni,  or 
lather  the  want  of  system.  These  are  a  few  only 
of  the  ridiculous  and  disgusting  occurrences  which 
ever  have,  and  ever  will  attend  this  unsettled 
coarse;  tending  to  degrade  our  representative 
Government  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  to  lower 
it  in  our  own  estimation. 

We  boast  of  our  Government  as  an  exception 
in  the  wisdom  of  iu  oiganization,  as  well  as  in 
the  freedom  of  its  institutions,  and  that  it  is  not 
fMmed  for  the  present  day  only,  bat  for  posterity. 
How  can  we  reconcile  this  promising  picture  with 
the  fact  before  us,  that  we  cannot  exercise  one  of 
the  plainest  acts  under  the  Constitution,  and  one 
csaentiai  to  its  exislence^the  choice  of  a  Chief 
M^^trate^-without  these  struggles  and  intrigues 
among  the  members  of  the  Confederacy^  and  be- 
tween their  com|)onent  parts?  No  uniformity, 
no  stability— maxims  which  we  call  fundamental^ 
beioff  often  disregarded  in  practice,  by  which  the 
p«opie,  the  boasted  foontain  of  power,  havesome- 
tioies  not  even  the  semblance  of  sufihige,  and 
often  nothinff  but  the  semblance.  The  Blectors, 
chosen  by  a  Legislature,  elected  for  a  very  differ- 
ent purpose,  or  by  a  general  ticket,  formed  by  a 
legislative  or  other  caucus. 

would  it  not  conduce  more  to  the  dignity  and 
atability  of  the  Government,  to  have  its  principal 
offices  filled  by  a  fair  aniform  ptocedore,  which 
lona  habit  would  render  venerable?  Nothing 
leaoi  more  to  give  respect  to  any  inatitotlon  than 


long  analterad  costom.  This  renden  a  had  Got- 
erament  more  toteiable,  and  is  the  foaadation  of 
half  the  laws  of  every  country  in  the  worid,  oar 
own  not  excepted.  When  to  this  regukrity  of 
method  is  added  the  qualities  of  being  iair,  pore, 
and  congenial  to  our  free  professions,  we  can  at 
least  promise  ourselves  a  fair  trial  of  the  theory 
of  our  Govemmenu 

These  qualities  all  attend  the  mode  nropoeed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  with  others  whicn  add  to 
iu  worth.  In  elections  bv  the  people,  in  single 
districts,  the  candidates  will  be  well  known  to  the 
voters ;  they  can  best  judge  by  their  own  knowl- 
edge who  may  be  entitled  to  their  coofidenesb 
The  choice  flows  oiost  diracUy  from  the  people^ 
who  need  no  dictation  from  a  caucus.  The  voter 
is  net  hampered  by  a  acncrai  ttcket  of  many 
nasica^  come  of  whom  he  naay  oci  know,  and 
otheis  he  amy  not  tike*  The  operatioa  beioi 
confined  to  narrow  limits,  and  the  icsalt  being 
small,  the  public  escitensent  cannot  be  great 
The  exercise  of  soflhige,  originating  with  the 
people,  it  must  be  inaccessible  to  corrupcioo*  It 
IS  a  maxim  universally  admitted,  that  the  body  of 
the  people  is  honest,  and  free  from  intrigue.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  inconsistent  to  su|>pose  that  the 
people  should  feel  an  interest  in  iojuring  them- 
selves; that  they  should  be  corruptible,  would  be 
absurd.  Otherwise,  in  the  case  of  a  legislative 
choice,  or  caucus  nomination.  With  ul  these 
properties,  it  has  that  of  being  perfectly  conve- 
nient. 

In  every  State  there  will  be  a  diversity  of  sen- 
timent, and  often  of  interest.  In  this  mode^  each 
will  have  a  fair  hearing,  where  it  amounts  m  im- 
portance to  the  majority  of  a  district.  In  a  gen- 
eral vote,  any  portion  of  sentiment  less  than  a 
full  majority  of  a  State,  will  not  be  represented 
distinctly.  The  States  of  Georgia,  Coanectieut, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  all  of  which  have 
chosen  Representatives  bj  general  vote,  in  each 
of  these  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  and 
of  interest ;  this  appears  obvious  from  the  ma- 
jority being  so  equivocal  in  some  of  them,  as  to 
make  entire  changes  in  their  delegation.  It  is 
presumable,  that  by  the  district  plan  there  might 
be  districts,  having  decided  majorities  differing 
from  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  State.  And 
why  should  not  these  be  heard  in  their  due  pro- 
portion ?  Difference  of  opinion  is  no  crime.  It 
arises  mostly  from  difference  of  interest  and  of 
associations.  If  there  be  a  district  in  Connectt- 
cut,  having  a  majoritjr  of  what  is  called  RepoUi- 
ean  opinions ;  or  a  district  in  Georgia,  of  oppo- 
site sentiment,  I  should  like,  in  either  case,  to  oee 
such  districts  represented  nere.  Though  there 
might  be  no  f^rcat  difierence  in  the  general  mo- 
mentum on  either  side,  by  this  change,  it  would 
afford  moat  bapp^roonsequences.  Dissppointment, 
in  anv  measure,  is  then  reconciled  by  the  reflec- 
Hon  that  there  was  a  fair  trial.  Kindred  sympa- 
thies would  be  happilv  blended  between  aiatant 
climates,  and  geographical  divisions  avoided.  The 
contrary  is  the  consequence,  in  any  larger  mode 
of  division^  and  especiaUj^  in  a  general  vote  of 
States.    Disappointment  ts  then  sharpeacil   hf 
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eoosiderk^  that  afatr  trral  was  not  had,  that  Che 
teotimeais  of  the  miaor  divlstoos  of  the  States 
were  not  beard.  Antipathiee  woald  naturally  be- 
come sectional  between  whole  States  and  ref  jone, 
being  united  in  oppositipn  to  each  other,  respect- 

Or  all  species  of  dirision,  none  is  so  tmlf  to  be 
deprecated  as  that  of  a  geoffraphical  character. 
And  that  the  mode  of  ffeneralTote  tends  that  wmy 
is  clear,  and  that  in  filting  the  Electoral  Colleges, 
as  well  as  this  Hoose.  For,  the  tery  appearance 
of  this  united  opposition  in  colle^  within  whole 
States  and  reffions,  to  other  sections,  equally  uni- 
ted, and  this  frequently  ecourrinff,  will  naturally 
lead  to  the  same  kind  of  local  feeling.  And  as 
ceriaiaiy.  too.  in  a  federative  syitem.  where  each 
State  i»left  tree  to  regulate  its  weignt  in  the  bal- 
ance, does  it  tend  toward  the  mode  of  entire  suf- 
finge;  and  our  ezperieoer  proves  it.  The  evil, 
then,  is  a  national  one,  and  a  growing  one.  Its 
only  core  is  bf  a  Constitutional  provision. 

It  is  said  that,  by  adonting  this  amendment  in 
the  case  of  Rlectors,  tne  federative  pmciple  ia 
that  particular  will  be  decreased.  What  is  thnt 
federative  principle?  It  consists  mostly  in  the 
two  extra  Electors  being  allowed  to  the  States 
without  respect  to  their  relative  sices;  this  was  a 
concession  to  the  small  States.  And  this  is  still 
retained  by  the  mmendment,  as  there  is  no  miter»- 
tion  in  the  distribution  ov  number  of  Electors. 
The  right  of  the  States,  indeed,  to  rSgiilatc  the 
mode  of  appointment  being  of  a  fhderative  char- 
acter, may  be  mn  object  with  some.  But  when 
the  Stnte  is  so  united  in  sentiment  as  to  present 
an  undivided  front,  it  may  still  do  so,  and  the  ob- 
ject is  still  retained.  When  this  is  not  the  case, 
ibe  loss  in  any  State  will  depend  on  the  relative 
lossee  sustained  by  other  States  ia  the  same  way, 
and  the  fraction  of  loss  in  aiiy  case  is  not  worth 
the  expense  of  the  many  evils  reeulting  from  the 
present  unsettled  course. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  bad  long  been  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  this  amendment. and  had  for  sev- 
eral successive  sessions  presenteait )  the&vorable 
period,  he  hoped,  had  now  arrived ;  it  may  be 
many  years  before  we  experieace  so  much  intep- 
raX  harmony.  He  had  sincerely  wished  that  his 
views  had  iisipreseed  some  other  member  to  have 
offered  this  proposidon,  whose  influence  and  ar- 
yumeau  coold  nave  given  it  force.  He  still  hoped 
Its  own  merits  were  suck  as  to  give  it  a  fhvoiable 
determination. 

Mr.  Boot,  of  New  York,  said  that  changes  in 
the  constitutions  of  Govemmenu  ought  never  to 
be  made  on  slight  motives.  Soikw  great  evil  to 
be  avoided,  or  some  great  good  to  be  attained, 
oaght  to  be  the  only  motive  te  change.  Attempts 
to  cbaiu^  a  constitution,  even  if  nnsucccMfol, 

Coduced  very  pernicious  effects  $  they  ar^  oalen- 
t^  to  strip,  in  a  degree,  the  Constitution  of  that 
reverence  and  respect  to  which  it  ouj^ht  to  be  en- 
titled, and  which  the  rising  generation  ought  to 
be  taught  to  entertain  for  it.  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  never  would  coneent  to  a  change 
for  slight  causes. 
The  first  propositimi  contataed  in  the  reaolniion 


before  the  House  was  not,  )ie  said,  to  his  mind, 
calculated  to  change  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, since  it  proposed  npthina  more  than  a 
modification  of  the  manlier  in  which  a  Constitu- 
tional provision  should  be  executed.  That  the 
people  ehonid  elect  their  Representatives,  in  suck 
a  manner  as  to  speak  the  voice  of  the  nation  most 
distinctly,  was  what  the  Constitution  intended. 
To  so  orgsnixe  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
they  may  ircXj  speak  the  national  will,  is  to  lay 
out  the  State  into  districts  for  electing  Represeas* 
atives;  or  the  minority  of  the  people  may  elect 
the  majority  of  the  Representatives.  Mr.  R.  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

But  the  other  proposition,  said  he^  as  now  pr^ 
sented  to  us,  contemplates  an  invasion  of  one  of 
the  great  fundamental  principles  of  our  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  not  so,  as  the  honorable  geotbnian 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  sappose,  that  the 
great  States  had  yielded  to  the  smaller  ones  (at 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution)  two  Senators 
each.  It  was  the  small  States  that  yielded  a  foil 
representation  xo  the  lari^  States,  in  the  popular 
branch,  according  to  their  numbers.  Before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  each  State,  large  or 
small,  had  an  equal  voice  in  Congress,  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  confederated  with  others,  on  equal 
terms  and  firitn  eqnal  rights.  But,  the  large  States 
having  to  pav  a  share  of  the  taxes  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  the  smaller  Stales  had  conceded 
to  the  larger  ones,  that  they  should  have  a  repre- 
sentation in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers.  One  branch  of  the 
Legisktore,  therefore,  was  representative,  the 
other  fiederattve.  The  Bxtcntive  branch  of  the 
Government  was  a  compound  of  both*— the  people 
and  the  Smte  sovereignties  eombiotog  their  pow- 
ers to  elect  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
Hence  a  somll  Smte,  containing  sixty  thousand 
souls,  was  entitled  to  four  filiectors,  while  one  of 
double  the  population  had  perhaps  not  five  votes, 
because  the  fitectors  are  choeea  on  a  principle 
which  is  a  compound  of  the  popuUirand  federa- 
tive principles,  one  of  which  this  proposition  pro- 
poses to  invade.  Those  Electors  to  be  appointed 
to  represent  the  people,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  no 
objection  should  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  in 
the  same  districte  as  are  laid  out  for  the  electioa 
of  Representatives;  but  the  other  two  in  each 
State,  who  were  to  represent  the  State  sovereign- 
ties, ought  to  continue  to  be  chosen  as  the  Legi»> 
lature  might  direct.  To  establish  a  different  mode, 
would  be  to  invade  the  righu  of  the  Statea;  and 
it  would,  besides,  be  found  extremely  inconve- 
nient, in  pmctiee^  to  adopt  the  rule  proposed. 
New  York,  for  instance,  with  twent^^seven  dis^ 
tricu  forRepresentatives,  would  find  it  extremely 
inconvenient  to  lay  out  twenty^ae  for  Electors; 
and  the  change  would,  in  other  respects,  be  but^ 
densome.  But  the,  inconvenience  of  the  rule  in 
practice  was  not  an  objection,  by  any  means,  of 
equal  fotise  with  that  growing,  out  of  its  invasioo 
of  the  principles  of  our  Government,  which  waa 
to  him  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  that  part  of  the 
fesolution« 

Mr.  HammomDi  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
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oloiioQ  under  eoDBidtrauon  embraced  two  objeeu* 
The  lir»c  part  of  it  was  ioteDded  to  reader  the 
mode  of  electing  the  members  of  this  House  oai- 
form  throughout  the  United  States;  the  other 
part  was  intended  to  produce  a  uniformity  in  the 
mode  of  cboosins  Electors  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was  in 
ikror  of  both  parts  of  the  resoiotioo.  He  would, 
he  said,  however,  premise  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  modification  of  the  resolution  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Root,) 
who  had  just  resumed  his  seat. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution, 
Mr.  H.  said,  the  States,  immediately  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  by  their  practice 
under  it  might  be  said  to  have  expressed  an  opinion 
larorable  to  the  proposed  amendment.  Most,  if 
not  all  the  States,  immediately  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  had  been  divided  into  districts, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  members  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. The  same  system  would  probably  have 
been  continued  to  the  present  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  struggle  between  the  two  great  par- 
ties which  had  for  several  years  past  divided  this 
nation. 

Mr.  H*  said  that  he  could  not  perceive  that  any 
serious  inconvenience  could  arise  from  enpafting 
this  part  of  the  resolution  into  the  Gonstiuitioo, 
while  at  least  one  important  advantage  would 
result  from  it. 

If  the  Electors  residing  within  a  territory  com* 
prehending  only  thirty-five  thousand  inhabitants, 
vote  for  one  man  only  within  that  territory,  their 
means  of  personally  knowing  the  political  prinoi- 
ple^  talentS)  and  morals  of  the  candidate,  would 
be  far  better  than  they  could  be  where  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  chosen  by  general  ticket,  in 
a  Suite  containing  a  population  equal  to  New 
Jersey  or  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that,  in  his  view,  the  principal 
Talue  of  the  elective  franchise  consisted  in  ibis: 
that  the  Elector  having  in  his  eye  several  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  with  whose  moral  characters  and 
mental  endowments  he  was  well  acquainted, 
would  by  his  vote  declare  which  of  them  he 
thought  most  worthy  to  be  intrusted  with  bis 
rights.  As,  therefore,  by  adopting  the  proposed 
amendment,  the  value  of  the  elective  franchise 
would  be  increased,  and  no  serious  evil  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  H.,  result  from  it,  he  said  he 
was  decidedly  in  favor  of  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  consider  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  proposes  so  to  alter  the  Constitution 
as  to  render  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President  uniform  throughput 
the  United  States,  far  the  roost  important. 

The  practice  in  many  of  the  Slates  under  the 
Constitution  is,  that  the  Electors  for  President 
are  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures. This  practice^  is,  I  think,  inconsistent  with 
the  genius  of  our  Qovernment.  The  American 
Government  is  essentially  a  popular  one*  All 
power  is  declared  to  be  derived  from  the  people. 


The  voice  of  the  penple,  constitaiioMilly  pio- 
nonnced  at  tha  poll  of  an  election,  is  the  only 
sovereign  and  independent  exercise  of  authoriif 
acknowedged  in  this  nation. 

And,  sir,  the  further  you  remove  an  officer  from 
a  direct  dependence  for  political  existence  oo  the 
voice  of  the  people  thus  expressed,  in  that  propor- 
tion you  diminish  the  power  and  privileges  of  the 
citizen.    If  this  doctrine  be  correct,  it  is  then  to- 
tally inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  o( 
our  Government,  that  the  elected  should  choose 
Electors.    This  machinery  is  unnecessary  io  as- 
ceruining  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
on  the  great  question,  ^  who  shall  be  their  Chi^ 
Magistrate."    It  is  inconsistent  with  that  repub- 
lican simplicity  which  ought  to  ehaiacterize  the 
government  of  a  free  people.    It  is,  sir,  a  machi- 
nery which,  in  the  hands  of  bad  men,  may  bt 
used  to  thwart  that  very  public  will  which,  by  ta 
election,  is  supposed  to  be  declared.    The  mode 
of  choosing  Electors  by  the  people,  by  general 
ticket,  as  it  was  called,  Mr.  H*>aid  was  equallv 
objectionable.    Almost  all  the  arguments  which 
had  been,  or  could  be  urged  against  choosing 
members  of  Congress  by  general  ticket,  applied 
with  equal,  if  not  stronger  force,  against  choosing 
Presidential  Electors  in  the  same  manner.    In 
those  States  where  Electors  were  chosen  by  gen- 
eral ticket,  he  believed  it  was  universally  the  case 
that  they  were  nominated  by  the  members  of  the 
State  Legislature*    Sir,  said  Mr.  H*,  according 
to  the  present  laws  of  party,  a  nomination  amoonu    | 
to  a  choice. 

But,  said  Mr*  H.,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  right 
that  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States 
should  have  the  power  of  determinittg  the  mode 
of  choosing  Electors  for  the  President.  The  dan- 
ger of  a  combination  of  great  Sutes  to  the  prejn* 
dice  of  small  ones,  furnishes  to  my  mind  a  stroog 
objection  to  allowing  to  the  respective  State  Le- 
gislatures the  power  of  determining  the  mode  of 
choosing  Blectora.  One  hundred  and  eleven  votes 
will  elect  your  President.  The  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia, 
Sive  one  hundrcfd  and  one  votes  These  four 
itates  therefof e,  connected  With  a  compamttvely 
small  State,  can  elect  a  President.  Thus  a  mere 
bald  majority  of  one  in  the  State  Legislaturea  of 
five  States  can  impose  a  President  on  the  foarteen 
Slates,  even  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  remnintog 
fourteen  States  were  to  a  man  opposed  to  him.  It 
it  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  subject 
further,  because  it  must  appear  evident  that,  if 
the  Constitution  is  not  altered,  the  minority  can 
and  possibly,  nay  probably,  will  govern  the  ma- 
jority* It  may  be  objected  against  the  proposed 
amendment,  that  if  adopted  it  will  diminish  the 
influence  of  the  great  States.  Be  it  so.  I  am 
willing,  sir,  that  the  influence  of  the  gremt  Sutes 
in  their  corporate  capacity  in  the  election  of  a 
President  should  be  diminished. 

While  I  ssy  this,  1  do  not  forget  that  I  come 
from  a  great  State.  But,  sir,  when  this  qnesiion 
comea  to  be  fairly  submitted  to  the  people  of  thn 
Sute  of  New  York,  I  have  the  fullest  confideocn 
that  their  patnotiam  will  induce  them  to  make  a 
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taiorifiee  of  aoy  BdvaiitBge  ihtj  maf  derive  as  a 
State  ander  the  preeeot  provUioDs  in  the  Conati- 
totioD,  for  the  parpoae  of  Dlaeing  the  onion,  inde- 
pendence, and  liberiies  or  the  United  Stales  on  a 
firmer  basis.    Sir,  the  quesiion  of  who  shall  be 
elected  President,  is  not  a  Slate,  but  k  National 
qnestionr    The  President  is  an  officer  who  ezisu 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  for  any  one  State  or  any  part  of  the 
States.    He  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  created  by 
the  Stales,  but  bf  the  people.    The  personal  merit 
and  political  principles  of  the  candidate  are  the 
only  proper  objeou  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Electors  ought  to  be  directed.    A  great  State, 
therefore,  cannot  claim,  because  she  is  great,  that 
she  should  furnish  a  Chief  Magistrate  for  the 
nalion.    But  so  long  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  choose  or  direct  the  mode  of 
choosing  the  EStectors,  so  long  State  claims, as  they 
are  called,  will  enter  more  or  less  into  considera- 
tion in   the  selection  of  a  President.    But,  sir, 
alter  your  Constitution,  cause  tbe  PresideAtial 
Electors  to  come  directly  from  the  people,  and 
they  wi!l  brioe  with  them  the  public  sentiment, 
unbiassed  ana  unadulterated.     We  shall  then 
hear  no  more  of  State  claims.    The  great  mass 
of  tbe  people  will  pay  homage  to  talent  and  poli- 
tical virtue — and  whether  tbe  man  who  chal- 
lenges their  preference  for  these  qualities  is  found 
on  the  heights  of  the  Qreen  Mountains,  at  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Union,  or  on  the  banka 
of  the  Mississippi,  to  them  it  will  be  indifferent. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  had  another  objeclioa  against  the 
choice  of  Electors  being  oiade  by  order  of  the 
State  Liegislatures.    It  was  the  danger  arising 
from  the  Ti^fluence  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  State  Legislatures  exerted  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  himself  in  office  or  of 
selecting  his  successor.    In  the  few  remarks  I 
wish  to  offer  to  the  Committee  on  this  subject, 
said  Mr.  H.,  I  protest  against  the  inference  that 
I  intend  any  allusion  to  transactions  in  relation 
to  any  past  Presidential  election.    It  is  not  so.    I 
mean  to  state  what  in  my  opinion  will  be  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive,  taking  man  as  be  is. 
Sir,  the  person  who  will  fill  the  Executive  Chair 
wlU  have  his  preferences.    He  will  have  views 
of  his  own  in  relatioa  to  the  great  question  re- 
specting the  first  office  in  tbe  nation.    He  has  a 
right  to  them — and  his  opinions  are  entitled  to 
the  same  respect  as  those  of  any  other  individual 
possessed  of  equal  experience  and  judgment.    But 
he  has  no  right  to  make  use  of  the  official  patron- 
age given  hUD  by  the  Constitution  for  other  pur- 
poses, to  aid  him  in  carrying  those  views  into 
effect.   Bat,  possessiogan  inclination  like  all  other 
men,  to  carry  into  effect  his  own  wishe«s  Bre  we 
not  to  presume  that  he  will  call  to  his  aid  in  ac- 
complishiop;  his  views  some  of  the  patronage  of 
which  he  finds  himself  possessed  ?  '  He  must  be 
more  than  man  not  to  do  so.    If  then  it  be  desira- 
ble that  the  fre^  unbiassed  judgment  of  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  nation,  pronounced  at  the 
election,  should  determioe  the  momentous  ques- 
tion, Who  shall  be  the  First  Magistrate?  every- 


infloence  over  the  opinions  of  other  citizens,  ought 
to  be  guarded  against'— ought  to  be  resi!>ted.    And 


sir,  can  it  for  a  moment  be  doubted  but  that  the 
State  Legislatures  present  bodies  of  men  on  whom 
the  Executive  influence  can  be  brought  to  bear 
with  more  effect  than  on  the  whole  mass  of  the 
American  people?    I  think  not. 

A  practice,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  been  resorted  to, 
and  will  probably  be  resorted  to  again ;  a  practice 
which,  on  this  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  mention, 
without  either  censure  or  approbation,  of  desig- 
natinff  the  Presidential  candidate  in  a  Congres- 
sional caucus.    Potting  for  a  moment  out  of  view 
Executive  patronaffe,  surely  no  one  will  deny  but 
that  the  political  friends  of  the  Executive,  after 
a  residence  for  some  time  In  his  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, will,  at  such  meetings,  be  greatly  innu-  ^ 
enced  by  the  known  wishes  and  views  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.   And,  sir,  when  you  add  to  the  influence 
which  political  partialities  and  court  btac^dish- 
ments  will  necessarily  have  on  the  minds  of  the 
best  of  men,  that  influence  which  is  produced  by 
the  power  to  dispose  of  all  offices  of  honor  and 
profit,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  majority  of 
the  political  friends  of  the  Executive  will  ever  be 
found  who  will  designate  a  candidate  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  wishes.    The  moment  the  desisnation 
is  made,  the  minority  in  such  caucuses  will,  from 
a  respect  to  the  great  political  party  to  which  they 
are  attached,  anid  from  at  least  an  implied  hono- 
rary enffagement,  be  disposed  to  give  their  sup* 
port  to  the  Executive  favorite.    Thus  the  personal 
influence  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress is  brought  to  bear,  in  conjunction  with  Ex- 
ecutive influence,  on  the  State  Legislatures. 

Can  Electors  chosen  by  the  State  Lei^islatures 
under  such  circumstances  be  presumed  to  pro- 
nounce the  wishes  of  the  majoritv  of  the  people  ? 
No  sir,  they  will  be  a  species  or  machinery  got 
up  to  respond  the  will  of  the  Executive,  and  not 
men  who  announce  to  the  nation  the  voice  of  the 
people.  It  will  be,  as  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  in  some  animad- 
versions which  he  made  during  the  last  session 
on  this  mode  of  choosing  Electors,  said,  with  an 
energy  and  strength  of  language  peculiar  to  him- 
self ^  the  shadow  of  a  shade"  of  an  election. 

Sir,  the  power  of  the  States  to  choose,  or  direct 
the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  President, 
is  a  rotten,  a  gangrenous  part  of  our  Constitution, 
which  if  not  removed  will  infect  and  poison  the 
body  l^litic.    I  hope  it  will  be  extirpated. 

Ir  this  in  fact  be  a  Qovernment  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  if  in  truth 
the  p<»ople  are  not  their  own  worst  enemies,  let 
your  Electors  be  created  immediately  by,  and 
come  directly  from,  the  people.  When  you  do 
that,  and  not  till  then,  you  will  be  certain  that 
your  President  holds  his  office  by  tbe  consent  and 
at  the  request  of  atnajority  or  the  people  over 
whom  he  presides. 

Mr.  Jbwbtt,  of  Vermont,  ^proposed  a  division 
of  the  question,  so  as  to  uke  tbe  sense  separately 
on. the  two  parta  of  the  resolution ;  as  some  gen- 
tlemen would  be  inclined  to  vote  for  one  who 


thing  which  tends  to  give  one  ciiiBcn  an  undue  I  would  not  vote.for  the  other. 
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Mr.  Ross,  of  Psansylrania,  said,  chat  for  bit 
own  part  he  bad  not  given  this  subject  that  atten- 
tion which  it  merited,  and  was  not  prepared  to 
Tote  on  it  at  this  moment.  The  views  which  had 
been  presented  by  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
were  impressive,  and  had  excited  his  reflection. 
Still  he  was  not  convinced,  until  he  had  further 
opportunity  for  consideration,  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  the  resolve  was  the  best  possible  that 
could  be  adopted.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  satis- 
fied, if  an  ameodipent  in  regard  to  the  mode  of 
choosing  Electors  was  necessary,  that  one  greatly 
preferable  to  that  now  before  the  House  might 
not  be  adopted.  When  the  Conalitution  had 
been  originally  framed,  it  had  been  supposed,  he 
said,  that  the  members  of  the  Electoral  Collages 
would  get  together,  and  consult  as  to  the  best 
person  upon  whom  to  bestow  their  votes;  but 
the  practice  under  the  Constitution  had  shown 
this  expectation  tu  be  idle,  and  that  the  election 
did  not  in  fact  turn  upon  the  principle  on  which 
the  Convention  had  mtendecl  to  fix  it«  On  the 
contrary,  the  Presidential  candidates  were  fixed 
and  announced  before  the  election  of  Electors. 
Mr.  R.  thought  the  mode  of  election  ought  to  be 
changed,  but  doubted  whether  the  mode  proposed 
would  be  the  besL  Might  not  the  election,  he 
asked,  be  better  trusted  at  once  lo  the  people? 
Wh V  the  intervention  of  Electors  1  Surelr  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  would  be  less  subject 
to  bribery  or  corruption  than  any  smaller  body. 
It  did  appear  to  his  mind,  as  at  present  impressed, 
that  to  toe  people,  and  to  them  only,  could  the 
dectioB  be  nfely  confided  ^  and  that  all  the  pres- 
ent machinery,  for  electing  a  President,  which 
sometimes  is  wielded  by  mere  l^erdemain,  cor- 
ruption, or  unfair  influence,  be  put  out  of  the  way. 
This  power  would  be  no  longer  dangerous  when 
confined  to  the  people  themselves.  As  to  the 
node  of  electing  Representatives,  Mr.  R.  did  not 
see  any  great  objection  to  it ;  but  to  atuin  the  gen- 
tleman's object  completely,  the  choice  should  be 
restricted  to  the  district  by  which  an  individaal 
is  chosen*  The  feature,  however,  might  be  added 
by  an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  I^ot  having, 
he  said,  made  up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  and 
presuming  that  a  number  of  the  Committee  were 
in  the  same  situation,  and  considering  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  on  which  they  were 
about  to  act,  he  moved  that  the  Committee  rise 
arid  report  prcgresi. 

Mr.  Calbooii,  in  acoedtng  to  this  motion,  took 
the  opportunity  to  observe  that  he  considered  this 
a  question  of  great  importance.  He  thought 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  if 
adopted,  would  remove  some  evils  which  expcci- 
ence  has  shown  to  exist,  and  which  in  future  time, 
if  uncorrected,  may  meaaee  the  existence  of  the 
Republic.  He  therefore  thought  this  subject  en- 
titled to  the  most  mature  consideration. 

The  Committee  rose^  reported  progress^  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  agaiOk 

WsDNBSO^Y,  December  18. 

Mr.  PicKBBiNO  presented  a  petition  of  the  rep* 
resentatives  of  the  yearly  mseuagof  tho  religioiu 


Society  of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore,  prayiig 
that  other  and  stronger  provisions  OMy  be  enact- 
ed to  prevent  the  traffic  in  negro  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another,  within  the  United  States,  is 
which '  traffic  they  allege  that  many  persons  of 
color,  free,  or  entitled  to  freedom  at  a  given  time, 
are  carried  into  perpetual  slaverv. — Referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  African 
slave  trade. 

Mr.  LowNOBs,  of  Sooth  Oaroiina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm ;  and  a  bill  to 
discharge  from  his  imprisonment  John  Ricand, 
late  a  paymaster  in  the  army ;  whieb  were  seve- 
rally twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Caldwbll,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution : 

Rem>hedt  That  a  eommittae  be  appohitad  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the  Presidnit  to  sp- 
point  Commissioners  to  locate  and  mark  out  the  rotd 
from  the  Ohio  riveri  opposite  to  WhoeliBg,  in  the  Stsle 
of  Virginia,  thioogh  the  Sute  of  OUs^  with  leaw  to 
repoK  by  bill  or  ofiierwiss. 

The  resolution  havinff  been  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  so  as  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  standing  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  was  agreed  to. 

.      COMPENSATION  LAW. 

Mr.  JoHNsoir,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  report 
relative  to  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congress,  embracing  an  elaborate  and  ample 
view  of  the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  present  compensation  law,  and  in  Ueu 
thereof  to  provide  a  daily  allowance  of dol- 
lars, and  —  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles 
travelling  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  conside- 
ration of  the  ezpediencgr  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
law  passed  at  the  last  session,  relatiTo  to  the  oompen- 
sation  of  members  of  Congress,  ask  leave  to  report. 

The  power,  tested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitation, 
of  providing  for  the  pay  of  its  own  members,  is,  doubt- 
less, a  delinte  trust ;  and  it  might  have  been  sppre- 
heiided,  as  well  from  tike  nature  of  the  suljoet,  as  from 
Ibimer  experienoeb  that  the  most  jadicions  eatercise  of 
thai  trust  would  not  be  exempt  from  some  degtee  ef 
puMie  saimadverrion.  The  oonuBittee,  however,  esa- 
Bol  peieeive,  eMier  ia  the  laetssss  ef  cempeossiisii 
pfovidsd  by  the  Iste  act,  or  in  the  mode  of  makiBg  tliai 
esmpsasatisn»  cause  of  exeitemsnt  or  alaim»  adeq«ato 
to  the  elbsts  which  are  uadetslood  to  have  basD  pvs- 
dnoed. .  The  sddition  whidi  thk  law  hss  amde  So  lbs 

Cblie  expenditnie  is  not  considerable ;  and  if  it  had 
Bn  craatsd  by  other  measures  of  Qovenmentv  would 
not,  probably,  of  itssl^  have  been  thought  worthy  of 
great  attention.  And  the  change  ia  the  mode  of  com* 
pensation,  even  if  it  be  not  attended  with  real  and 
manifiBSt  advantage,  does  not  still  appear  to  be  wrong, 
so  clearly,  and  in  such  dangerous  measure,  as  to  Inz- 
nish  grounds  lor  any  high  degree  of  public  loqaietiide. 
The  committee,  therefore,  cannot  but  be  vi  opinkm, 
tfiat  the  law  in  question  has  not  been  oonsiderad  witb- 
out  some  mixture  of  mlaappsshension  of  its  primetples 
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and  objeetfi  and  that  a  more  Mcnzate  knowladge  of  ha 
jftovmoM,  and  more  mature  refleetion  on  iU  design 
and  tendency,  if  they  ihoold  not  end  in  a  conviction 
of  its  UMfolneaa,  woal4  yet  result  in  a  difierent  and 
far  more  moderate  estimate  of  its  probable  evils.    It 
woold  not  become  the  committee  to  claim  any  infalli- 
biliiy  ibr  the  body  of  which  they  are  members,  nor  to 
take  it  for  granted,  that  eveiy  law  which  it  may  pass, 
iBQsti  necessarily,  be  a  wise  and  wholesome  act  of  le- 
gislation.   Human  errors  and  imperfections  find  their 
way  into  all  bodies.    And  there  ip,  doubtless,  existing 
in  the  judgment  of  the  commomty,  a  power  under 
whose  revision  this  and  other  acts  of  Government  must 
and  ought  to  psws.    I^  however,  on  a  review  of  this 
subject,  the  Hoase  should  still  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
law  in:9uestion,  or  some  equivalent  provision^  has  be- 
come essentiaU/  necessary  fox  the  uselol  exercise  of 
the  powers  of  Government,  and  for  the  safoty,  security, 
and  honor  of  the  people  themselves,  its  members  mi^ 
ftiU  hope,  that  ia  not  hastily  departing  from  it,  they 
will  be  justified  by  the  enlightened  sense  and  generous 
sentiments  of  the  nation.    The  abandonment  of  a 
measure,  which,  accordingly  to  their  most  conscientious 
conviction,  is  intimately  connected  with  the  general 
good,  would  be  no  means  of  obtaining  fovor  with  the 
American  people. 

If,  in  passing  the  law  in  question,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativee  discharged  any  portion  of  its  duty,  it  acted 
open  general  and  public  principles,  with  an  entire  dis- 
regard to  the  convenience  of  its  own  members,  any 
further  than  their  convenience  was  supposed  to  be 
connected  with  the  public  service.  It  treated  the  qnee- 
tion,  not  as  one  between  them  and  the  pubUc^  but  as 
ezdosively  of  public  and  national  concern.  It  regard- 
ed It  as  a  subject  of  general  policy,  by  which  the  na- 
tion, and  the  nation  only,  was  to  bie  a&eted;  as  mu^ 
10  as  any  other  act  of  legislation  whatever.  Any  im- 
putation, so  gross  as  to  impeach  its  conduct  in  this 
vsential  particular,  a  fooling  of  self-xespeet  must  com- 
pel the  House  to  pass  over  in  silence,  audits  members 
miut  rely  on  their  known  character,  as  members  of  the 
Government,  and  as  citixens  of  the  community,  to  dis- 
prove it.  The  House  would  not  presume  to  judge 
whether  its  services,  in  the  various  and  important  mat^ 
teis  upon  which  it  has  acted,  have  deserved  any  oon- 
aderation  or  respect  from  the  DubHc ;  but  for  those 
services,  such  as  they  are,  it  has  not  sought,  nor 
would  accept,  any  reward  which  could  be  measuMd 
oat  to  it  in  a  mere  pecuniaiy  compensation.  And 
while  the  memlwrs  of  the  House  would  certainly  not 
think  of  daiming  toy  meritfor  rassing  the  law  in  qtte»> 
tion,  any  mora  than  for  the  discharge  of  what  they 
thought  th^  duty  in  aoy  other  case,  &  committee  do 
not  see  that  they  have  any  cause  for  taking  humilia- 
tion upon  theUDselves^  on  account  of  having  passed  an 
•et  which  they  betieved  would  be  OMeatiaUy  useful 
to  the  country,  but  which  they  must  have  foieeeen 
weuld  be  expoeed,  itself,  and  might  exposa  ita  authois, 
to  misappreneasion  and  misrepresentation  of  all  sorts. 
Holding  offices  in  the  immediate  gift  of  the  people,  of 
ihort  duration,  and  at  a  time  when  the  people  were 
soon  to  exercise,  in  most  districts,  their  aecustomed 
privilege  of  a  new  election,  if  these  offices  had  been 
objects  of  their  regard,  and  if  they  had  peimitted  perw 
iwal  considerations  to  influence  their  conduct,  it  is 
obvious  that  all  such  considerations  pointed  to  a  course 
diflsrent  from  that  which  they  pursued.  They  must 
have  known,  that  no  measure  could  be  more  easily 
Busconstrued  and  perverted  to  the  purpoees  of  oUoqny 
and  reproachi    The  committee  cannot  yet.btliave  that 


a  foithfiU  discharge  of  daty,in  the  fooe  of  thaee^ 

ble  consequences,  is  lo  be  reckoned  among  daagerooa 

political  eiTors. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  Government,  it  was  of 
course  among  ita  first  measures  to  fix,  by  law,  agree- 
ably to  the  requisition  of  the  Constitution,  the  pay  of 
members  of  Congress.  In  the  old  Congreas  under  the 
Confederation,  the  members  were  paid,  not  out  of  the 
national  Treasury,  but,  by  the  States  which  they  re^ 
reeented.  The  rates  of  compensation  were  difierant 
in  difierent  States ;  some  Ststcspaid  to  their  delegates 
eight  dollars  a  dav  ;  others  six  f  otheia  lees;  and  one 
State  at  least  paid  them  by  annual  pvovisiosi  six  hua* 
dred  pounds  sterling.  U  wae  natural  to  reenr  te 
these  precedents,  when  the  suUect  was  taken  up  by 
the  first  Congress,  under  this  Constitution.  Taking 
as  a  jitst  and  obwus  standard,  by  which  to  regalata 
the  amount  of  compensation,  the  avenge  of  the  latea 
which  had  been  paid,  by  the  dififiwent  States,  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  old  Congress,  it  wsa  found  that  such 
average  amounted  to  somewhat  mors  than  six  dollam 
a  dav.  The  compensation  wss  aeooiding^  fixed  at 
six  dollars  a  day,  by  the  law  of  1780. 

As  it  was  foreseen,  that  the  depreciation  of  money^ 
or  the  increased  expense  of  living,  alight  render  ttiis 
inrovision  adequate,  the  law  was  limited  in  its  duie* 
tion,  in  order  that  it  might  be  considered  and  alteeo^ 
if  necessaiy,  at  a  fiiture  period.  The  subject  waa 
again  brought  before  Congress,  in  1795,  hjf  the  expi- 
ration of  the  former  law.  On  this  occasion,  as  ttie 
committee  have  learned,  and  indeed  as  some  of  them 
remember,  there  was  much  diversity  of  opinion  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  some  members  wished, 
then,  to  change  the  mode  from  a  daily  sum  to  an  an« 
nuel  allowance ;  others  prefetred  io  retain  the  ^rw«timg 
mode,  but  to  increase,  tne  sum ;  and  a  committee  of 
the  House  reported  in  favor  of  increasing  the  daily 
pay  to  eig^t  doUars,  aasigning  for  reason,  a  propor* 
tionate  increase  in  the  price  of  all  commodities,  and  the 
expense  of  living,  since  the  passage  of  the  act»  Thom 
who  opposed  this  augmentation,  admitted  it  would  be 
Teasonable,if  the  price  of  commodities  and  the  expense 
of  living  should  keep  up;  hut  they  hoped  the  rise 
would  be  temporary,  and  that  money  would  soon  rs» 
sums,  in  relation  to  the  expense  of  living,  its  former 
value.  Th#  proposition  to  inoreaee  the  pay  was  lost 
by  one  or  two  votes  only,  and  a  law  passed  eetablish* 
ing  the  former  rate. 

The  state  oi  things. existing  in  the  Ooveranent  and 
in  the  ceuntoy,  firom  179fi  to  the  dose  of  the  lals  war, 
furnish  obvious  reasons  to  aoooaat  for  the  ciroum* 
stanoe  that,  during  that  period,  no  attempt  was  made 
to  raise  the  pay  of  members  of  Congfsse.  In  the 
mean  tunt,  the  Seat  of  Government  had  been  tmns- 
forred  to  the  City  of  Washh^gten,  anl  tiie  expense 
of  living,  instead  of  xetoming  te  its  former  late,  ae 
was  expected  by  soms^  has  gone  on  increasigig  pro* 
gressively,  until  money,  in  relation  the  means  of 
fife,  does  not  retain  more  than  half  its  former  valuer 
In  other  words,  if  six  doUaxs  a  da?  was  no  more  thaa 
a  reaeonable  provision,  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  eight-snd-tweaty  years  ago,  twelve 
dollars  would  not  be  more  than  a  ressonshle,  and 
equal  prevision  in  the  City  of  Washington,  at  the  pres* 
ent  time.  Forty  years  ago,  as  has  been  stated  above, 
some  of  the  States  paid  their  Pelegates  in  Congress, 
eight  dollars  a  day ;  ^nid  yet  it  never  wss  supposed, 
during  the  Revolution,  or  afterwards,  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  made  unreaionable  or  exoii- 
•bitant  ytowk^  for  their  pubBe  agents.    But,  unless 
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the  early  htttorj  of  fbe  eonntry  wai  marked  by  great 
extraTagance  in  thitf  particular,  the  rate  of  aiz  doUan 
a  day,  fixed  by  the  law  of  the  firat  Congreaa,  waa  no 
more  than  a  moderate  and  neceaaary  allowance  at  that 
ttmcbecanse  it  waa  no  more  than  the  average  of  what 
all  the  Statea  had  fonnd  it  neceaaary  to  pay  to  their 
reapeetiTe  delegatea  during  the  ReTolntioo. 

The  only  qoeatlon  then,  fa,  whether  there  haa  been 
in  truth  auch  a  change  in  the  country,  in  the  value  of 
money  and  the  expenae  of  living,  aa  to  render  that 
proviaion  which  waa  no  more  than  aufiicient  in  1789, 
inaufficient  in  1816.  It  ia  a  truth,  plain  to  all  whoae 
experience  or  information  enables  them  to  judge,  that 
ao  great  has  been  the  change  in  the  foregoing  particu- 
lars, which  eight  and  twenty  years  have  produced, 
(hat  it  is  not  incorrect  to  estimate  the  expenditures 
necessarily  attached*  to  a  seat  in  Congress  at  twice 
their  former  amount.  Thia  change  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  condition  of  members  of  Congress.  It 
has  extended  all  over  the  country,  and  as  well  the 
National  Government  aa  eveiy  State  government  haa 
been  obliged  to  provide  for  it  in  a  proportionate  in- 
creaae  in  the  aalariea  of  their  publie  oflScera. 

I*b6  Statute  Book  of  this  Government  exhibita  a 
conatant  and  progreaaive  increase  of  compensation  in 
•II  the  Departmenta  of  the  Governmentf  with  the  ex- 
ception of  die  Legislature  and  the  Supreme  Judiciary. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive,  or  its 
branches^  the  I^egislature  haa  repeatedly  augmented 
the  provisions  for  that  Department,  patiently  raising 
^  pay  of  the  clerks  and  of  writers  far  above  that  of 
ita  own  members,  without  agitating  either  itaelf  or  the 
country  with  any  question  about  ita  own  compensation. 
From  the  Heada  of  the  Departmenta  to  the  loweat 
derkahiiM  in  the  public  offices,  a  general  augmentation 
has  obtained  throughout  A  long  enumeration  of  in- 
atancra  ia  not  neoessary.  One  may  auffice.  When 
members  of  Congress  were  firat  paid  aix  dollars  a  day, 
the  salaiy  of  the  Attorney  General  waa  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollan  a  year.  This  salary  haa  since  been 
increased  to  three  thousand  doUara ;  and  the  Sxecu- 
tive  haa,  at  the  present  session,  found  it  necessary  to 
leeommend  a  still  further  increase,  aa  essential  to  the 
pubKc  aervice.  If  the  duties  of  that  officer  have  in- 
creased, ao  have  the  dutiea  of  members  of  Congress  in  at 
least  an  equal  proportion ;  and  wUch  of  the  two  ata- 
tions  requirea  the  greateat  aacrifice  of  private  pursuits 
.  may  be  easily  discerned. 

At  the  time  of  passing  the  late  act,  it  waa  found 
upon  inquiry  that  from  the  organization  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress, (1818,)  Congress  had,  on  an  average  of  all  the 
yean,  been  in  aeaaion  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  days 
hi  a  year.  For  eight  years,  ending  with  the  thirteenth 
Congress,  (1813,)  it  had  been  in  session,  on  an  aver- 
age, one  hundred  and  aixty-five  dajra  in  each  year. 
An  easy  computation  will  ahow  that,  supposing  Con- 
gress to  sit  hereafter  as  many  days  within  the  year  as 
it  haa  usually  done  heretofore,  the  present  amount  of 
compensation,  including  trevel  and  attendance,  will 
exceed  the  amount  received  for  travel  and  attendance 
under  the  former  law,  thirty-eight  per  centum.  After 
the  lopae  of  eight-and-twenty  vears,  then.  Congress 
has,  for  the  first  time,  increased  the  pay  of  its  mem- 
bers. It  has  i ncreased  it  about  one-third ,  and  no  more ; 
although,  within  the  same  period,  it  has  been  called 
upon  to'  raiiie,  and  has  raised,  the  compensation  of 
nearly  all  other  officers  of  Government  in  a  far  greater 
proportion. 
Thia  enhaneement  of  other  oompenaaliooi  is  not 


adverted  to  for  the  purpoae  of  ahowing  that  Congress 
has  been  aa  iavoreble  to  othen  aa  to  iteell^  or  that  it 
has  made  itself  the  lateat  object  of  ita  own  hountj. 
In  neither  case  haa  it  aupposed  itself  to  be  bestowing 
bounty  or  conferring  fovor.  It  has  sought  only  to 
make  audi  provisions  as  the  publie  interest  demsjided. 
But  the  circumstance  is  referred  to  aa  furnishing  evi- 
dence of  the  necessity  of  the  late  law,  by  showing  that 
a  similar  neceasity  had  been  found  to  exist  in  other 
cases ;  and  that  by  that  law.  Congress  had  done  noth- 
ing  for  its  own  membera  which  Executive  recommen- 
dation, and  its  own  opinion  of  propriety,  with  the  gen- 
eral concurrence  of  public  sentiment,  had  not  com- 
pelled it  to  do  at  an  earlier  period,  and  in  ample  mea- 
sure, for  other  offieera  of  Government 

The  State  Legislatures,  from  the  same  neceasity  of 
complying  with  the  change  of  circumatancea,  have 
made  corresponding  changes  in  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  their  governments ;  and  it  may  not  be  inap- 
plicable to  recent  occurrenoea  to  remark,  that  the  men- 
ben  of  theae  I^egialaturea  have,  in  almost  every  State, 
increased,  in  many  doubled,  in  some  trebled,  their  own 
pay,  during  the  period  in  which  the  eompensation  to 
membeia  of  Congress  haa  remained  at  iu  orig^inal 
rate.  As  for,  alao^  ns  the  committee  can  learn,  thia 
increase  of  pay  to  memben  of  State  Legislaturea  haa^ 
in  every  instance,  taken  place  in  the  aame  aeanon  in 
which  It  wea.  voted. 

Objectiona  have  been  made  to  the  manner  of  com- 
penaation  introduced  by  the  law  of  the  laat  aeaaton. 
It  has  been  said  to  have  created  aalariea.  If  by  this  it 
is  intended  that  the  law  allows  to  every  member  a 
defined  and  certain  aum,  without  any  deduction  for 
abaence  or  omiasion  of  duty,  it  ia  not  a  correct  repre- 
aentation.  Sach  deductions  are  provided  for  by  the 
law,  aa  completely  as  under  the  former  mode,  ft  has 
already  been  observed,  that  a  diffirenoe  of  opinion  haa 
long  existed  on  this  point,  and  it  atill  exists.  When 
the  law  of  1796  was  passed,  there  were  thoee  who 
thought  it  adviaable  to  change  the  mode  then  in  prac- 
tice, and  to  adopt  the  example  of  an  annual  alfowaoce, 
which  had  been  formeriy  aet  by  a  very  reapectable 
State.  There  have  been  and  still  are  thoae  who  an 
not  without  fear  that  an  augmentation  of  the  daily  pay, 
if  it  ahouid  not  in  fact  tend  in  some  caaes  to  the  pro- 
traction of  the  session,  might  produce  an  evil  of  equal 
magnitude,  by  subjecting  the  Legislature  to  such  an 
imputation. 

Nor  is  it  at  all  true,  that  the  inconvenience  of  attend- 
ing a  aession  of  Congress  is  always  in  proportion  to 
its  length.  The  season  of  the  year  in  which  the  ses- 
sion is  holden  may  be  as  material  aa  its  duration.  The 
length  of  the  journey  to  the  Seat  of  Government  is 
the  same  in  both  cases;  and  both  caaes  require  an 
entire  breaking  off  of  all  private  engagements,  and  an 
excluaive  devotion  to  public  business.  It  may  be  add- 
ed, also,  that  while  the  compenaation  waa  computed  by 
the  day,  aa  the  sessions  would  naturally  be  longeat  ia 
timea  of  war,  the  greateat  expense  would  foil  on  ths 
Treasury,  when  it  could  bear  it  with  the  least  conv»> 
nience.  Thinking,  however,  that  the  measure  of  aug- 
menting the  compensation  waa  itself  a  neceaaary  one, 
and  that  the  form,  if  not  the  beat,  was  a  fair  aubject  of 
experiment,  the  House  did  not  forbear  to  adopt  it,  from 
difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  manner.  It 
passed  the  law  in  its  present  form,  in  the  hope  that 
good  would  result  from  the  change  of  mode,  and  with 
the  knowledge  that  if  such  should  not  be  the  conse- 
quence, the  former  mode  oonhl  bo  eaailyi  and  at  any 
'  time,  again  adopted. 
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H.  OP  E. 


There  now  remain  other  topiee  eonneoted  with  this 
subject,  which  the  committee  wodU  sabrait  t*  the  oon- 
siderttion  of  the  Hoase« 

Of  sU  the  powers  with  which  the  people  h^To  invested 
the  G}o?eromenta  that  of  legisiation  is  undoubtedly  the 
chie£  In  addition  to  its  own  important,  ordinary 
duties,  the  Legislators  is  ths  only  power  which  can  cre- 
ate other  powers.  Departments,  with  all  their  duties 
and  offices — ^with  all  their  emoluments— can  emanate 
from  the  Legitlatore  alone.  Over  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legiilature,  therefore,  the  poople  have 
retained  the  power  of  frequent  elections;  and  with  this 
branch  alone  they  hare  trusted  the  original  exercise  of 
the  right  of  taxation.  The  members  of  tl^e  House  of 
RepresentstiTes  are  the  special  delegates  and  agents 
ofthe  people  in  this  high,  trust.  They,  and  they  alone, 
Moceed  ioimediately  from  the  sufiirage  of  the  people. 
They,  and  they  alone,  can  touch  the  main<«pring  of 
the  public  proep«rity«  They  are  elected  to  be  the  guard- 
ians of  the  public  rights  and  liberties.  Can  the  people, 
then,  have  any  greater  or  clearer  intereet,  than  that  the 
seats  of  these  their  RepreeentatiTes  should  be  honora- 
ble and  independent  stations^  in  order  that  they  may 
hare  the  power  of  filling  them  with  able  and  indepen- 
dent men  1  Is  it  according  to  the  principles  of  our 
GoTsmment,  that  the  legislatiTe  office  should  sink  in 
character  and  importance  below  «ny  office,  even  the 
highest,  in  the  gift  ofthe  Executive !  Or,  can  anything 
be  more  unpropitious  to  the  success  of  a  free,  repre- 
sentative *  Government,  than  that  the  Representatives 
€l[  the  people  ehould  estimate  anvthing  higher  than 
their  own  seats,  or  should  find  inducements  to  look  to 
any  other  favor  than  the  fitvor  of  their  constituents  1 

It  would  be  a  most  unnatural  state  of  things,  in  a 
Republic,  if  the  people  should  place  greater  reliance 
anywhere  else  than  in  their  own  immediate  Repre- 
sentatives ;  or  i(  on  the  other  hand.  Representatives 
should  revolve  round  any  other  centre  than  the  inter- 
ests of  their  constituents.  Through  their  Representa- 
tives, the  direct  infiuence  and  control  of  the  people  can 
alone  be  felt.  In  them  the  rays  of  their  power  are  col- 
lected ;  and  there  can  be  no  better  cdterion  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  real  influence  of  the  people  in  the  Govern- 
ment, than  by  the  degree  of  respectability  and  impor- 
tance attached  to  the  representative  character.  Evil 
indeed  to  tho  public  will  that  time  be,  should  it  ever 
arrive,  when  Representatives  in  Congress,  instead  of 
being  agents  of  the  people  to  exertoise  an  influence  in 
government,  should  become  instruments  of  govsmment 
to  influence  the  people.  ' 

It  is  probably  the  necessary  tendency  of  Government, 
that  patronage  and  influence  should  accumulate  wher- 
ever the  Executive  power  is  deposited ;  and  this  accu- 
mulation may  be  expected  to  increase  with  the  progress 
of  the  Government,  and  the  increasing  wealth  of  the 
nation.  To  guard  as  frtf  as  possible  against  the  effect 
of  this  on  the  Legislature,  the  Constitution  has  pro- 
hibited members  of  Congress  from  holding,  while 
members,  any  office  under  Executive  appointment ;  but 
it  has  not  restrained  them  from  resigning  their  seats 
to  accept  such  appointments,  nor  from  accepting  them 
afler  their  term  of  service  has  expired ;  nor  has  it  pro- 
hibited the  grant  of  such  offices  to  their  relations,  con- 
nexions, or  dependents.  There  are  hundreds  of  offices 
in  the  gift  of  the  Execntive,  which,  as  far  as  pecuni- 
ary emolument  is  concerned,  are  preferable  to  seats  in 
Congress ;  indeed  there  are  none,  except  of  the  very 
lowest  class,  which  in  that  respect  are  not  preferable. 

Is  it  for  the  interest  of  the  people  that  their  Repre- 
•entatives  should  bo  pUced  in  tIMs  condittoal    u  it 


expedient  that  better  service  shovld  be  commanded  lor 
any  other  department  than  for  the  hall  of  legislation  f 
Or,  admitting  Uiat  offices  of  high  trust  and  responai* 
bility  in  the  State,  such  as  will  be  commonly  regarded 
less  from  motives  of  pecunisry  emolument,  than  from 
the  love  of  honorable  distinction  and  devotion  to  the 
public  service,  should  possess  more  attractions  than  tho 
legislative  office,  is  it  still  fit  or  expedient  that  subor- 
dinate ^aces  in  Government,  such  as  have  no  reoom* 
mendation  but  the  salaries  and  perquisites  belonging 
to  them,  should  have  the  same  influence  1 

And  yet,  not  only  is  it  well  known  that  persons,  at 
every  election,  decline  being  candidates  ibr  the  Legis- 
lature, but  the  Government  has  not  been  without  in> 
stances  in  which  members  of  either  House  havo  relin- 
quished their  seats  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  acoept  oflices  of  a  very  low  grade.  Can  the 
public  interest  require  the  establishment  of  a  habit  of 
filling  such  plaeee  by  candidates  taken  from  the  legis- 
lative body  1  Or  what  is  the  value  to  the  people  of 
the  right  of  representation,  if  they  have  nothing  io 
give  which  their  Representatives  will  not  reUnquish 
for  even  the  smallest  appointments  of  the  Executive 
power  1  It  cannot  but  tend  more,  one  would  think,  to 
the  permanent  aalety  of  the  Republic,  that  no  such 
hopes  or  motives  should  exist ;  that  Uiere  should  be 
lio  inducements  of  this  nature,  either  to  an  unfaithftil* 
and  compliant  dischsrge  of  oflieial  du^,  or  to  a  more 
indirect  but  not  lees  peraieions  ezerdae  of  tho  infill 
enee  of  a  public  character  and  a  public  station- 

The  geographical  extent  of  the  United  States  fiit- 
nishes  a  case  out  of  sU  analogy  with  anything  which 
has  heretofore  existed  either  iu  any^tate  government 
or  the  Government  of  any  oth^  country.  There  are 
members  of  Congress  who  reside  more  than  a  thou* 
sand  miles  from  the  Seat  of  Government — a  great  pro- 
portion live  at  more  than  half  that  distance.  If  these 
members  are  accompanied  by  their  families  to  a  se^ 
sion  of  Congress,  even  the  present  compensation,  with 
the  strictest  economy,  does  not  defray  their  expenses. 
To  live  within  the  means  provided  for  them,  they  must 
come  as  exiles  from  their  own  homes;  they  must 
abandon  not  only  all  private  pursuits,  but  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  domestic  relations,  and  live  like  strangers 
and  temporary  lodgers  in  the  Metropolis  of  their  own 
country.  How  far  it  is  wise  in  Government  to  de- 
mand of  ttioee  who  enter  its  service  this  sacrifice  of 
all  social  fiwHngs,  thoee  who  have  the  deepest  knowl- 
edge of  our  nature  are  most  competent  to  judge.  It  k 
a  sacrifice  whioh  will  toot,  ordinarily,  and  for  any 
length  of  time,  be  made,  by  such  u  hsve  the  dearest 
and  strongest  ties  to  their  country,  and  tho  greatest 
possible  stske  in  its  prosperity. 

One  further  observation  is  obvious.  If  an  adequate 
provisiofi  be  not  made  for  memben  of  Congress,  the 
office  will  fall,  exclusively,  into  the  hands  of  ohe  or  the 
other  of  two  descriptions  of  persons;  either  of  the 
most  affluent  of  the  country  only,  who  can  bear  tho 
charges  of  it  without  any  compensation ;  or  of  those 
who  would  acoept  it,  not  for  the  compensation  legally 
belonging  to  it^  but  from  the  hope  of  turning  it  to  ac- 
count by  other  means.  A  reasonable  allowance, 
nisither  extravagant  on  the  one  hand,  nor  parsimonious 
on  the  other,  would  seem  to  be  the  best  security  against 
these  various  evils.  •  Influenced  by  these  consider- 
ations. Congress  was,  at  the  last  session,  of  opinion 
that  the  compensation  to  members  had  become  inade- 
quate. The  committee  are  still  of  the  same  opinion. ' 
In  many  cases  it  was  not  equal  to  the  expense  incur- 
red by  individuals  in  their  attendance  on  the  Legisla- 
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lad  in  «U  cmm  it  aart  \m  piwninad  Aak  tfw 
labor  and  intalUftnea  baatowad  an  tba  diachaffe  of 
biaoffidal  dotiaa,  by  an  abla  and  ftitliAil  meabar  of 
Gdagmi,  oaaJd  not  bat  yiald  a  mach  mora  profitabla 
iwolt  if  amployad  in  privata  pniaoita. 

If  Uia  Tiaw  wbich  tha  eommiitaa  hava  takao  of  thia 
aubjact,  ba  not  ahofaClMr  an  arroneoiu  ona ;  if  graat 
obattflieiy  in  ralation  to  tha  Talaa  of  monqr«  ind  tha 
pfiea  of  linBgt  haw  takan  plaea  in  tha  eownliy ;  if  it 
haa  baao  Ibnnd  naaaaMrj  lo  provida  in  thia  ehaiigo  bj 
an  incraaaa  of  tha  oompanaation  of  olhar  offieaia 
thnmghont  tha  €lattaral  and  Stata  Ootanrinanta ;  and 
mata  than  allt  if  it  ba  daaivabla  to  Mamtain  tha  Con* 
atiHstkNBal  importanoa  of  tha  lagiriativa  oAca ;  to  opan 
to  tha  paapla  a  wida  Md  liMr  tha  aalaatton  of  Bapnaaa- 
taSivca;  to  pnt  at  thair  command  tha  baat  talaaCa  in 
thair  veapaotiva  diatriata;  and  to  anaUa  than  to  ratain 
tha  aarrioaa  af  thaaa  whoaa  knowMga  and  asparianaa 
ham  bait  fitlad  tham  to  promota  thatr  intaiaali  and 
fwinfiti  thnr  righta;  than  tha  objact  of  tha  law  in 
^aation  waa  not  only  a  naaliil,  but  a  highly  impoitant 
and  eommandabia  objact.    . 

In  Mgard  to  tha  mada  of  aeoompiiahing  that  oMaet, 
it  haa  not  baan  and  is  not  aaay  to  raoonoila  opimona. 
On  tha  whola,  tha  committea  ara  of  opinion  that,  nn- 
dar  all  tha  cireomatancca,  it  U  adniabia  to  pronda  that 
the  incraaaa  of  pay  shoold  ba  mada  in  tha  Ibnn  of  an 
addition  to  tha  finnar  daily  alloiranaa.  Thay»  thero- 
lava^  Toaommandv  tiiat  in  lian  of  all  other  compana»> 
tians,  thai*  be  paid  to  mambera  of  Congraaa  and  Dal- 
agataa  of  Tamloria%  — — -  doUara  par  day  ftr  thair 
aetoal  attaadanoay  and  ^^->  daUari  for  efery  twenty 
nnlae  ttmTcl  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Govammant  And 
thay  lapoit  a  bill  for  that  porpaaa. 

A  Bill  allowing  companaation  to  tha  membeia  of  the 
Seoatflb  members  of  tha  House  of  RapresentatiTaa 
of  the  United  Stataib  end  to  Dalegatas  of  Territo- 
lies,  and  r^aahng  til  other  laws  on  that  aubject, 
contrary  thaieCo. 

Be  ii  enatUd^  dlfc.  That  daring  the  ramaitting  part 
of  tha  present  sasston  of  Congiess»  to  be  calcnlatad 
from  the  time  of  pessing  this  act,  and  at  every  fetiue 
sasaion  of  Congiass,  and  at  every  BMating  of  the  Sen- 
ata»  in  theracaasof  Congrsas>  aach  Senator  ahall  be  eiH 
tiUad  to  reoaive»in  lien  of  all  othar  eampansation  beni- 
tafom  allowed  by  law,  — ~  dellaia,  for  every  day  he 
shaa  attend  the  Senate ;  andahali  alae  be  allowed*  U 
the  commenoament  and  eadof  evwy  anaheaaaioA  and 
maaring/-  ■  ■  dollars,  foe  evanr  twen^  miles  of  the 
estiroatad  dirtanoa,  bv  the  mast  nanal  roadt  from  Ida 
place  of  rasidenca  to  the  aaatof  Cungieas;.  aJad  in  caaa 
any  member  of  tha  Senala  shell  he  detained  by  aick- 
neas,  on  his  journey  to  or  framany  session  or  meeting, 
or  after  hie  arrival  ahall  ba  oaaUe  to  attend  the  Sen- 
ete,  he  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  aame  daily  allowanee ; 
end  tha  Preaidant  of  the  Senate,  pfo  Umpm%  when 
the  QiBce  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  Untted  States^ 
ia  or  ahall  be  vacant,  ahall,  dnrinr  the  period  af  hie 
•ervioaa,  ba  entitled  to  leeetve,  in  addition  to  hie  com- 
pensation as  a  member  of  the  Senatcb  — -^  doUarsifor 
aveiydi^  he  ahall  attend  the  Saoata.  Pr^nded,  ThtX 
no  Senator  ahall  be  alloweda  sum  eseaeding  the  rate 
of—  doUars  a  day,  from  the  end  of  one  anch  aeesion 
er  meeting,  to  the  time  of  lua  taking  a  seetin  another. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  UJurthet  enaeUd^  That  daring  the 
remaining  part  of  the  preaant  seasion  of  Congreas,  to 
he  calcalated  from  the  time  of  paastng  this  act,  and  at 
every  fatore  session  of  Congreei^  aeth  Representative, 
and  each  Delegate  from  the  respective  Tefritoriea, 


shall  be  ealitied,  in  lien  of  all  ofter 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  ^-^  doUsn,  for  every  day 
they  ahall  attend  the  Hooae  of  Bepraaantetivea ;  and 
shall  be  allowed,  al  the  oemmenceoient  and  end  of 
eech  aessian,  — —  dollars,  for  every  twenty  mileB  ct 
the  estimated  diatance,  Mr  the  moat  nsoal  read,  fiom 
hia  place  of  residence  to  the  eeat  of  Congieas;  and  in 
caaa  any  Reprasentetive  or  Delegate  riiall  be  detained 
by  eicknass^  on  hia  jeomay  to  and  from  the  eeasion,  or 
after  his  arrival  ahall  be  nnaUe  te  attend  the  Hooae  of 
Repreeentetivea,  he  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  daily  al- 
lowanee aforeeaid ;  and  tha  Speaker  of  the  Hooae  of 
Sepsaantativea  shall  be  entitled  te  reoeiTs^  in  addition 
to  hia  compensation  aa  a  Repreaentative,  —  daOars, 
for  avenr  day  he  ahall  attend  the  Hooee:  IVseMWai- 
looiye,  That  ne  Bapreeenlative  or  Delegate  ahall  ba 
allewedaaam  ereaading  the  rale  of »—  doUere  a  day, 
from  tha  end  of  one  aesaion,  to  the  timeef  hie  taUag 
a  eeat  in  another.  That  Htm  aaid  fwpanaation  to  the 
mesebeieof  the  Senate  ahall  be  certified  by  the  Prem» 
dent,  and  that  which  ahall  be  dae  to  the  memhera  ef 
the  fioose  of  Representetives,  Mid  to  the  Delegates, 
ahall  be  certified  by  the  Speaker ;  and  the  eame  ahall 
be  paased  as  pabQc  accoanta,  and  paid  out  of  the  pvb- 
lie  Tieaaory.  And  that  all  ads,  or  parts  of  ads,  con- 
trary to  the  pvaviaions  of  this  act,  ba  and  the  same  nre 
hereby  repealed. 

The  report  and  bill  haring  been  read- 
Mr*  Joajcaoii,  of  Kentacky,  mored  that  the 
bill  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  cha  second 
Moaday  ia  Jaaiulry.  Hia  reaaoa  for  moeina  so 
distant  a  day  wa%  to  give  tine  to  many  memben 
to  arriTOi  who  had  not  yet  reaehed  here,  and  to 
avoid  having  the  aQb|ect  diseaased  doriog  the  hol* 
ida]^  when  the  House  was  uaaaliy  thin  from 
the  absence  allowed  to  members. 

Mr.  H.  Nbloon,  of  Viipata,  objected  to  so 
distant  a  day,  and  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  order  for  to-morrow. 

A  short  debate  arose  on  the  propriety  of  select^ 
ing  BO  early  or  distant  day. 

Mr.  Nblson's  motion  was  adroeated  by  htm- 
self  and  Mr.  BAaaoua,  on  the  ground  that  the 
subject  had  been  so  much  agitaUMl  and  ao  fulir 
diaeussed,  that  it  waa  aireadv  well  anderatoo<i^ 
and  farther  time  for  its  eonsideratioo  was  nnoe- 
ceesary;  that  the  measure  was  carried  throofh 
rapidly  at  the  last  seasion,  aad  ae  it  te^Btred  ao 
more  time  to  repeal  a  law  thaa  to  make  it,  farther 
delay  waa  mclesr. 

The  motion,  made  by  Mr.  NaLooHy  waa  op> 
poaed  by  Meesrk  QaoaTSMOJt,  Calhoun,  Roa* 
BBTBOir,  and  PioKaaiROi  who  were  in  feror  of  a 
more  didaot  day,  beeanse,  between  this  time  aad 
January  the  House  would  be  leas  fcdl ;  and  that, 
viewing  the  subject  aa  one  of  uncommon  im* 
portance,  one  which  vras  perhaps  connected  with 
the  future  liberties  of  the  country,  a  proper  time 
for  deliberatiop  was  necessary ;  tha^  as  the  House 
had  been  accused  of  acting  rashly  m  passing  the 
existing  law,  they  might  be  as  properly  reproach- 
ed with  cowardice  by  a  hasty  and  precipitate  re* 
traction,  dkc* 

Mr.  HuLBcaT  said  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
motion  of  hia  honorable  friend  (for  aaeigning  a 
distant  day  for  consideration)  would  prevail*  Be 
lamented  the  precipitation  with  which  the  que** 
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tioD  respeettoi;  chis  law  htdbeeD  broaght  forward. 
Scarcely,  said  he,  had  the  doors  of  Coorress  beeo 
tbrowo  opeo,  at  the  commeneemeDt  of  the  seasioo. 
when  motions  were  made,  in  both  Houses,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act.    Wbjr  this  extraordinary 
haste?    Was  there  no  other  bdsiness  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  Confess?    Whence  this  impa- 
tience to  undo  that  which  we  hare  so  lately  done? 
A  few  months  ago,  said  he,  after  iong^  dlscassion, 
and  mature  deliberation,  we  passed  this  law.  Doea 
it  comport  with  the  dignicy  of  the  House,  is  it  con- 
sistent with  a  proper  decree  of  self  respect,  thus 
to  hasten  its  repeal  ?    He  dreaded  the  imputa- 
tion of  aetiiig  under  the  influence  of  fear,  or  of  a 
Jore  of  popularity,  and  he  was  sure  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  proceeding  could  not  fail  to 
bring  upon  tiiem  that  odious  charge.    He  had 
flattered  himself  that  this  subject  would  be  left 
to  the  disposal  of  the  next  Congress.    We,  said 
he,  hare  declared  our  opinions,  and  hare  gireo 
our  rotes  accordingly.    If  those  who  shall  come 
after  os,  who  bare  been  elected  since  the  passage 
of  this  law,  should  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
ciD  rerers^  what  we  hare  done.   But  why  should 
we  be  the  cenanrers  of  our  own  conduct  7    Why 
thus  pass  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  our- 
selres?     Admitting  that  this   business  is  not 
to  be  referred  to  the  next  Congress,  but  is  to 
be  settled  by  ourselres,  why  should  we  be  called 
upon  instantly  to  act  upon  the  long,  the  rery 
able,  and  important  report,  which  is  before  us? 
It  is  said  that  the  roice  of  the  people  demands 
an  immediate  attention  to  the  subject.    He  de- 
oied  the  fact.     He  said  the  roice  of  the  peo- 
ple had  not  been  heard.    It  was  the  clamor  of 
newspapers;  it  wa»  the  roice  of  party  spirit,  of 
faction,  and  misrepresentation,  which  had  been 
heard.     The  deliberate  opinion  of  the  people  he 
would  always  highly  respect.    But  the  clamors  of 
faction  he  would  despise. 

Mr..  H.  said  he  had  freely  giren  his  rote  for 
the  law  in  question.  He  thought  it  a  correct. 
JQst,  and  necessary  measure.  I^  had  again,  ana 
again  reriewed  the  subject ;  and  he  was  certainly 
satisfied  with  what  he  had  done.  Until  he  could 
change  his  opinion,  he  would  nerer  change  his 
rote.  His  constituents,  he  said,  might  impute  to 
him  want  of  wisdom;  but  they  should  nerer  justly 
charge  him  with  abandonment  of  his  principles, 
with  cowardly  and  poltroon  conduct. 

Mr.  Qaston  conceirittg  that  the  honor  of  the 
House  required  that  they  should  on  the  one  hand 
aroid  iftinecessary  delay,  and  oi^  the  other  an  un- 
becoming precipitancy,  mored  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  order  for  the  first  Monday  of  January. 

The  question  being  first  taken  on  Mr,  John- 
son's motion  for  the  second  Monday,  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority. 

THE  EPERVIER. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Resohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affiiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  proriding 
by  law  for  the  settlement  of  the  accouats  of  the  oflicen 
and  crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Eperrier,  supposed 
to  hare  been  lost  at  sea. 
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Mr.  Taylor  remarked,  on  this  motiofi,  that  all 
must  recollect  with  wiiat  anxiety  the  arriral  of 
this  ressel  had  been  expected  and  hoped  for,  on 
her  return  with  despatches  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Prom  the  lapse  of  time  since  that  period. 
th«  last  ray  of  hopej^limmering  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  friends  of  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  that  ressel 
had  become  extinct,  and  the  nersons  on  board 
had  been  now  long  giren  op  for  lost.  Among 
them  there  was  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Melaoethon  W.  Bostwtek,  who  was  Purser  on 
board  the  vessel.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war.  said  Mr.  T:,  he  felt  a  disposition  to  sig- 
nalise himself  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
entered  the  naral  serriee  a  rolunteer.  and  was 
placed  on  board  the  frigate  £ssex.  In  the  rarions 
instances  in  which  that  frigate  distioguished  her- 
self, Bostwick  bore  a  distinguished  part.  With- 
out the  aid  of  friends  or  patronage,  by  his  eood 
conduct  on  erery  occasion,  he  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  rery  distinguished  commander 
of  that  ressel.  After  the  capture  of  the  Essex, 
he  was,  on  his  return  home,  recommended  ana 
appointed  a  Parser  in  the  United  States'  serriee. 
There  was  committed  to  his  charge  money  for 
recruiting  for  the  Bperrier,  and  he  was  distin- 

guished  by  the  accuracy  and  attention  with  which 
e  discharged  the  duties  of  his  appointment.  His 
papers,  his  money,  and  all  his  accounts,  Mr.  T. 
said,  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  It  was 
dfie  to  the  feelings  of  his  friends  and  connexions, 
that  their  regret  at  his  loss  should  not  be  increased 
by  his  being  placed  on  the  books  of  the  Department 
as  a  defaulter,  on  account  of  the  disaster  which 
destroyed  at  the  same  time  his  life  and  his  ac- 
eounu.  It  was  not  necessary,  Mr.  T.  added,  to 
say  anything  on  the  subject  of  extra  allowance 
to  the  heirs  of  those  who  had  thus  perished,  as 
that  subject  would  present  itself  to  the  Naral 
Committee.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  was  fit  that 
some  prorision  should  be  made  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  aocoonts  t)f  the  deceased,  which 
could  not  be  settled  at  the  Nary  Department, 
without  the  interference  of  the  Legislature. 
The  resoire  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piounb.  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take 
into  eonstderation  his  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  of  Tirginia,  addressed  the 
Chair.  He  commenced  his  obser rations  by  re- 
ferring to  the  ample  scope  of  the  remarks  made 
yesterday  by  the  worthy  ffentlemao  who  intro- 
duced this  proposition,  and  remarking  on  the  ad- 
rantage  of  the  Houseresolriogitself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  affording  a  greater  lati- 
tude to  debate.  ^ 

There  was,  he  said,  on  this  question,  important 
as  on  all  hands  it  was  allowed  to  be.  a  degree  of 
apathy  and  nonchalance,  which  would  strike  anf 
one  ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  American 
people,  and  of  tb^  nature  of  our  institutions,  with 
great  surprise.    Fortunately,  he  said,  we  are  not 
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a  people  ffome  to  change ;  Md  there  wt9  not  way 
geatleman,  however  reepectable  his  character, 
bowerer  specious  his  proposition  on  the  face  of 
it,  could  catch  attention  io  aoy  of  our  lej^islative 
bodies,  unless  there  was  a  decided  conviction  of 
the  expediency  of  adopting  his  views.  To-  tbia 
proposition  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  opposed  in  toto, 
and  would  deliver  his  principal  reasons  as  suc^ 
cinctly  as  he  could. 

It  was  not  necessary,  he  said,  to  remind  the 
House,  that  from  the  cominencement  of  the  Fed* 
eral  Qovernmrat  the  people- of  the  United  States 
had  been  divided  into  two  great  hostile  parties. 
Although  individuals  had  clumped,  the  presun^p- 
tion  was  that  the  parties  reinained  pretty  much 
the  same  at  the  present  day— ^though  deserters 
came  and  went  from  the  one  to  the  other,  as 
suited  their  interests  or  their  views  of  political 
advancement,  the  principleaof.the  parties  were 
not  much  changed.  One  of  the  great  leading 
causes  of  the  division  of  the  American  people 
was  the  greater  or  less  regard  they  were  disposed 
to  show  to  the  powers  of  the  States.  It  bad  been 
often  said  before  on  this  floorj  but  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  amiss  again  to  state  it,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  iwo  great  parties  consisted, 
on  the  one  hand,  of  a  devotion  to  the  Geoeral,  in 
opposition  to  the  State  Qoveramenta,  and  in  the 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  Qovernment,  of 
a  leaning  a  bias,an  attachment  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Gh)vernment — to  that  branch  more 
remote  from,  and  apparently  independent  of,  the 
people  than  this  House.  1,  said  Mr.  R.,  was 
Droiight  up  in  the  school,  and  have  never  yet 
been  expelled  from  it,  which  upheld  the  rights  of 
the  States  in  opposition  to  the  rights  of  this 
masked  moiiarcbv — for  such  our  Government  is; 
of  the  rights  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  opposition  to  the  other  braocbes  of 
the  Government,  in  all  cases  (be  it  remarked)  of 
doubtful  coiistruction. 

Mr.  R*  said,  then,  he  was  opposed  to  this  reso- 
lution for  the  simple  reason  that  it  contemplated 
an  abridgment  of  the  powers  of  the  States— that 
was  enough  for  him.  He  was  not  one  of  those, 
he  said,  who  made  new  and  great  discoveries  in 
politics,  such  as  that  the  powers  of  the  States 
were  too  great  and  ought  to  be  diminished.  If 
there  were  no  other  objection  to  this  proposition, 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  him  that  it  went  to 
abridge  the  powers  of  the  States.  It  was  in  vain 
for  honorable  gei^tlem/en  to  tell  him  that,  in  the 
case  referred  to  in  this  resolution,  the  States  did 
not  exercise  their  existing  powers  as  they  ought. 
With  (bat,  under  favor  and  under  correction  of 
the  Chair,  this  House  had  nothing  to  do.  It  is 
no  business  of  ours,  said  he,  how  the  States  ex- 
ercise their  powers.  Il  is  an  affiiir  of  their  own, 
possibly  between  the  State  Legislatures  and  their 
constituents,  but  not  betweeo  them  and  us.  I 
have,  said  Mr.  R.,  an  indisposition  to  change  io 
Government— no{o  leges  mutate  s  would  to  God 
I  could  ooce  see  a  Legislature  here  or  in  the 
States  which  would  leave  thiogs  as  they  foun^ 
them,'  and  adjourn.  This  pruriency  of  legisla- 
tion will,  in  my  humble  opinion,  sooner  or  later 


prove  the  bane  and  work  the  desuuction  of  the 
Confederacy.  When  I  say,  continued  Mr.  R., 
that  I  am  against  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man, I  hope  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  gentle- 
man will  suppose  I  am  friendly  to  the  manner  ia 
which  their  Constitutional  power  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  State  of  which.  I  am.a  member  aa^I 
Representative  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Elect- 
ors. I  am  not.  I  know  that  at.  this  moment  it 
is  a  mockery  of  election.  I  feel  aggrieved  in  my 
own  person  as  one  of  the  freeholders  of  that  Com- 
monwealth, that  envied  Commonwealth ;  but  for 
that  grievance  I  will  never  come  to  this  House 
for  r^ress ;  I  had  much  rather  see  the  grievance 
doubled,  than  that  this  House  should  dare  to 
think  iuelf  competent  to  interfere  between  the 
Legislature  and  the  people  of  Virginia.  He 
knew,,  he  said,  that  the  election  of  JSlectors  ia 
that  State  was  a  mockery — u.  shadow  of  a  shade. 
What  of  that?  It  was  competent  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  reclifv  it;  whether  by  adopting  the 
f proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro* 
ina,  or  by  taking  the  power  istotheirown  bands, 
or  in  any  other  way,  it  was  for  them,  and  them 
aloi^,  to  decide. 

Mr.  R.  was  against  this  proposition  on  another 
ground.  Because  it  went  to  abridge  not  merely 
the  rights  of  the  States,  but  because  it  did  go  to 
change  the.  terms  of  the  compromise  upon  which 
these  States  had  come  into  the  Confederation ; 
to  diminish  ver^  much  the  power  of  the  large 
States,  without,  in  the  same  ratio,  diminishiog 
that  of  the  smaller  States.  This  Constitution 
might  be,  as  the  gentleman  had  told  the  House, 
a  popular  Governmeot ;  but,  said  Mr,  R^  I  deoy 
the  tact.  It  is  not,  it  never  was,  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment. Considered  in  that  light,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  unjust,  oppressive,  and  iniquitous  Gov- 
ernments on  the  earth,  lie  hoped,  he  said,  he 
was  understood — that  no  gentleman  would  un- 
derstand him  to  bring  these  charges  against  the 
Government ;  but  it  was  so,  grant  gentlemen  thdr 
premises.  Looking  at  the  features  of  the  Gov- 
erumeat,  compromise,  he  said,  was  stamped  in 
every  Uneameat^  we  can  solve  the  difficulties  of 
the  Government  in  no  other  way  than  by  regard- 
ing it  as  a  Grovernment  of  compromise;  aod  in 
that  view  it  was  a  good  Government,  for  the  term 
compromise  supposes  that  the  interests  of  every 
part  are  attended  to,  more  or  less,  and  that  no 
particular  portion  of  the  community  has  been 
sacrificed  to  the  rest.  If  this  were  a  popular 
Government,  whv  not  introduce  a  resoliiiioo  ta 
this  effect:  that  for  every  Representative  on  this 
floor  an  Elector  should  t>e  chosen  by  the  people? 
Why  have  we  two  additional  Electors  in  each 
State  ?  Because  of  the  compromise  at  the  coffl- 
mencementof  the  Government  between  the  large 
and  small  States.  What  was  the  reason  of  all 
that  was  said  in  the  Constitution  about  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  persons,  d^c.  to  avoid  staioiog 
the  statute  book  (he  wished  to  God  our  cod- 
sciences  were  not  stained)  with  the  name  of 
slave?  What  was  that  provision  inserted  for  7 
That  this  House,  too,  should  be  elected  on  the 
principle  of  compromise ;  and  this  compromise. 
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Mr.  R^  Mid  he  wished  it  to  be  ttDdertcood,  he  did 
not  mean  to  give  ap  in  this  Hoaee  pr  out  of  it. 
In  the  Senate  the  prittciple  of  coiapromise  wee 
coiispteooiM.    Ae  a  sort  of  middle  tern  betweeo 
the  two,  eeeh  State  was  eatitled  to  ae  many 
Electors  as  it  has  Senators  aad  Representatives, 
to  be  chosen  in  saoh  maDncr  as  each  State  shall 
direct.    We  most  view  this  Coastitation  as  a 
coaapromise  amoog   the   confederated   States; 
which/  Mr,  R.  said,  was  the  only  principle  on 
which  a  soaad  and  praetioai  statesman  coald  find 
himself  jnstified  in  acting  in  regard  to  it.    When- 
ever tbatoofltpromise  was  tooched;  if  the  balance 
was  not  nicely  adjusted)  if  the  centre  of  gravity 
was  removed,  no  matter  how  little,  it  wonld  be 
impossible  fbr  any  meokber  of  this  House  to  di- 
vine the  conneqnenoes.    Were  thegreat States, 
he  askedy.  wiUing  to  give  up  their  Constitutional 
rights  and  power  in  the  election  of  Electors,  and 
that  withooc-  any  eqntvalent?    Mr.  R.  said  he 
came  boldly  to  meet  the  qaestion.    No  man  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  the  great  State  of  New 
York  wookl  give  up  the  iofloenoe  which  she  pos- 
sessed in  virtue  ot  her  population-«-which  she 
rightfully^  poe8essed«^or  any  consideration  like 
those  which  had  been- urged.    The  Sti^te  of  New 
York  was  entitled  to  twenty-nine  Electors;  it 
miffht  happen  that  the  whole  weieht  of  the  State 
of  New  York  in  the  election  of  a  r resident  might 
be,  if  this  proposition  became  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, tbe  eastiay  vote  of  one  Elector.    Nay, 
the  greatest  State  in  the  Union  might  have  an 
equ^  nnmber  of  Electors  of  the  two  political 
parties,  audits  inflnenee  be  thus  completely  neu- 
tralized |  the  equation  fiurly  worJEed^  because, 
forsooth,  it  was  better  that  the  Electors  should  be 
chosen  by  the  people  than  by  the  Legislature. 
That  would  be  perrectiy  right,  because  the  House 
had  been  told  this  was  a  popular  Qovernmeat, 
and  the  oaiooritv  ought  to  have  thefr  due  weight ! 
They  are  already  aUowed  it,  Mr.  R.  said,  in  the 
Government  itself,  but  not  in  the  relations  of  that 
GovernmeDt  with  foreign  or  with  the  confeder- 
ated govenoments. 

This  proposition,  Mr.  R*said,  appeared  to  him 
to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  Constituiion  of 
the  United  States.  To  that  Constitution  many 
of  the  ablest  and  beet  men  in  the  country  had 
been  strongly  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the 
powers  of  the  States  wenld  be  loo  feeble  to  cope 
with  the  powerS'  of  the  General  Government. 
The  admlnistratioa  of  the  Oovemment  com- 
menced on  a  different  ground;  but  that  party 
who  had  been  the  strongest  advocates  of  the  rights 
of  the  States  prevailed ;  they  got  the  Government, 
and,  after  they  possessed  themselveaof  it,  they 
found  that  the  doctrines  which  they  supported 
when  out  of  power,  were  not  quite  so  convenient 
in  the  exercise  of  power,  as  they  had  been  as  the 
means  of  securing  power.  Whenever  any  case 
occorred  involving  the  rights  of  tbe  States,  Mr. 
R.  said  they  were  laid  over— obliged  to  rest  for 
their  defence  on  those  who  had  been  the  enemies 
of  the  States.  The  sheep  having  been  deserted 
by  their  dogs,  it  were  easv  to  foretell  their  fate. 
Yes,  he  aaid,  the  rightt  of  the  States  had  been 


nrinoipally  maintained,  for  man V  years,  in  this 
House,  by  the  Representatives  or  tlutt  part  of  the 
country  which  bsd  been  in  the  highest  degree 
inimical  to  the  States;  while  their  old  friends 
had  gone  very  snugly  and  comfortably  to  sleep 
on  the  beaches  of  preferment.  ' 

As  long  as  he  had  a  ieat  on  this  floor,  Mr.  R« 
said,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  an  v  prop- 
osition which  would  In  any  degree  tend,  nrst,  to 
diminish  the  actual  existing  powers  of  the  Statea; 
and,  secoadly,  any  propontion  which  went  in  any 
degree  to  ohan^pe  the  actoal  existing  oompromiae 
of  weight  and  influence  in  this  Government,  be- 
tween the  greater  and  smaller  States.  The  truth 
was,  if  the  Targe  States  had  a  proposition  to  make, 
afi3?etin|f  their  weight  in  the  Gbvernment,  so  as 
to  make  it  less  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and 
population,  it  became  tbe  duty  of  the  small  States 
to  inquire  what  they  coald  give  the  large  ones  as 
an  equlvatent.  In  all  public  matters,  where  pre^ 
vidus  proportions  have  been  settled,  upon  which 
the  government  of  a  country  is  to  be  carried  on, 
any  proposition  goitig  to  ohaiige  the  fundamen- 
tal state  of  the  parties,  is,  and  ought  to-^be,  met  by 
a  corresponding  proposition  of  so  much,  by  way 
of  equf  vale nt.  Some  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  R.,  ma^ 
think  this  laognage  stmage.  But  how  was  this 
Constitution  forn^  ?  Search  the  records  of  the 
Convention.  1  will  not  worry  your  patience  by 
a  detail  of  its  proce^ings,  but  every  feature  of 
the  Constitution  shows  tnat  it  was  the  result  of 
compromise.  We  are  very  well  as  it  is-^-as  the 
Italian  proverb  has  it.  better  above  than  under 
{ground.  It  is  not  worto  while  to  administer  med- 
icine to  make  that  better,  which  I  think  is  at 
preseipt  sufficiently  well. 

Mr.  WniOBT,  of  Maryland  said,  he  was  con- 
strained to  difier  with  his  honorable  friend,  (Mr. 
Ranoolpb,)  but  he  hoped  to  remove  bis  princi- 
pal objection,  that  it  would  violate  the  oompro- 
mise  (meaning  the  Constitution)  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  W.,  I  must  call  the  recol- 
lectioB  ef  the  House  to  the  two  modes  of  election 
now  adopted  bv  the  several  States,  the  general 
ticket  mode  and  the  district  mode. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  that  the  States  have 
evinced  a  preference  of  the  district  mode,  by  an 
almost  entire  adoption  of  it. 

Tbe  adojpition  of  this  resolution  will  produce 
aniformity  in  the  mode,  and  stability  in  us  dura- 
tion, by  being  made  an  article  of  the  Constitution, 
so  that  every  State  will  be  represented,  as  U  t»— 
by -a  member  of  the  political  character  of  tbedia- 
triei,  which,  by  a  general  ticket,  would  be  taken 
away,  and  thereby  the  minority,  of  the  States 
would  be  wholly  unrepresented  in  tbe  legislative 
council  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  by  the  Constitution,  Congreft  may  direct 
by  law  tnat  the  Representatives  in  Congress  shall 
be  elected  by  a  general  ticket  or  by  a  district 
election,  which  would  supersede  any  law  of  any 
State  fixing  a  coatrary  mode,  aithough  each 
State  has  a  right  to  adopt  either  niode.  unless 
Congress  shall  legislate  oli  the  subject ;  thus,  air. 
there  is  a  clashing  of  jurisdiction  in  the  general 
mode,  which  the  adopuon  of  this  amendment  will 


827 


mSTOBT  OF  CONOBBSB. 


828 


H.  OF  R. 


Ameinimtid  to  the  CmmttiutimL 


DMBMamft,  1816. 


prereDt.  Sir,  Congress  have,  with  grreat  defer- 
ence, avoided  an  interference  with  the  State  goT- 
emments  on  this  subject,  ahhoogh  rested  with 
supreme  power,  legislatively,  to  regalatethe  elec- 
tions; and  now,  sir,althoagh  decided  in  the  opin- 
ion that  the  district  mode  is  the  best,  yet  they 
forbear  to  act,  but  in  concert  with  the  States, 
three-fourths  of  which  mast  concur  before  it  can 
be  adopted  as  the  rnle»  And  can  we,  for  a  mo- 
ment, suppose  that  the  Representattves.  of  any 
State  wished  more  than  their  jusi  share  of  iiiflo- 
ence  in  the  General  GoTernment,  or^to  sacrifice 
the  feelings  and  the  rights  of  the  minority  in 
their  said  Slates'?  Sir,  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Virginia  will  find  in  the  Constitution  a  perfect 
power  to  make  this  amendment,  without  violat- 
ing, in  any  res|>ect,  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  in- 
strument. 

Sir,  in  Marylandi  loe  are  laboring  under  a  most 
oppressive  mode  of  election  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture; by  a  total  disregard  to  the  numerical  prin- 
ciple, the  vital  principle  of  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment, where  a  majority  ought  to  govern,  which 
it  is  feared,  will  not  be  corrected  without  a  se- 
rious commotion.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  district  of 
Maryland,  represented  inCongress  by  my  honorable 
colleagues,  Messrs.  Si|iTH  and  Little,  sends  only 
six  Representatives  to  the  State  Legislature, 
while  the  district  represented  by  mytm  sends 
twelve.  Sir,  the  election  of  members  of  Congress 
ought  not  only  to  be  by  one  uniform  mode,  but  at 
the  same  time.  Sir,  the  State  of  Virginia  has 
not  yet  made  her  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  effect  of  which  we  have  just  witnessed. 
Buppose  the  Legislature  of  that  State  was  now 
to  airect  their  elections  by  a  general  ticket  for 
any  porfiose,  and  thereby  turn  out  her  present 
Federal  Representatives,  would  any  man  pretend 
that  Virginia  would  be  more  correctly  represent- 
ed, or  approve  the  act  ?  I  presume  not*  We  have 
recently  seen  in  Boston  what  lUtle  things  Legis- 
latures can  do,  by  their  denunciation  of  the  Com- 
pensation bill,  but  we  draw  consolation  from  the 
xecoUectioo  tnat  the  Hartford  Convention  has  its 
origin  in  that  body,  whence  the  American  people 
will  know  how  to  estimate  their  doings.  Sir,  1 
hope  the  present  resolution  will  be  adopted,  as  it 
is  an  appeal  lo  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  now  generally  in  session,  accompanied  by 
this  evidence  of  our  approbation,  and  in  the  con- 
currence of  the  liegislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  States  will  become  the  general  law,  whereby 
this  source  of  discord  may  be  extinguished,  and 
uniformity  and  stability  established.  By  submit- 
ting it,  we  should  elicit  the  voice  of  the  nation  on 
this  great  question,  and)  I  hope,  esUblish  a  per- 
manent noe. 

Mr.  PioKBiia,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
force  of  the  objecuons  made  by  thegentleman  from 
Virginia,  who  had  jast  sat  down,  was,  that  the 
amendment  would  lessen  the  weight  of  the  large 
States,  by  preventing  them  from  giving  a  united 
vote.  The  State  which  that  gentleman  repre- 
sents, said  Mr.  P.,  has  a  mode  of  election  of  Elec- 
tors established  which  secures  the  end  he  consid- 
ers so  essential,  and  it  has  united  iu  vote  by  a 


Seneral  ticket  for  a  long  tine  past.  Tet  he  con- 
emns  the  elections  as  exercised  in  that  State  in 
strong  terms,  as  a  *^  mockery— a  shadow  of  a 
shade.?*  [Here  Mr.  Ranooi^pb  explained.]  Mr. 
P.  proceeded.  Whether  tho  error,  of  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  so  loudly  comfilaiBs,  be  in 
the  mode  of  election  in  Virginia,  or  in  the  prac- 
tice under  it,  is  in  effect  the  same  thing,  and  is  a 
strong  admission  against  any  mode  of  undivided 
vote.  For,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  thought  it  clear,  that 
the  practice  so  objectionable,  if  he  understood  it, 
was  inseparable  from  anj  mode  of  undivided 
vote.  He  supposed  the  objection  to  allude  to  the 
nomination  or  candidates  for  Blectora  by  the 
majority  in  the  State  Legislature,  whereby  tiie 
people  are  made  machines,  dbc.  If  a  general 
ticket  must  be  formed,  how,  he  asked,  can  it  be 
done  in  a  State  of  tolerable  size,  witiiont  some 
such  concert  1  Can  one  individual  form  saeb 
ticket  himself^  with  any  hope  of  having  bis  vote 
felt  1  By  whatever  mode  then  this  concert  ob- 
tains, whether  by  a  party  of  repreeenutives  in 
the  Legislature,  or  by  whatever  other  collection 
of  individuals,  the  principle  is  the  same.  And 
it  requires  counter-concert  to  frame  a  ticket 
in  opposition.  The  voter  is  in  either  case  a 
machme,  moving  by  the  influence  of  a  caucus 
ticket;  he  cannot  divide  the  candidates  given 
him,  without  losing  a  share,  nor  take  a  new  set 
without  losing  the  whole  weight  of  his  suffrage. 
The  evil  complained  of  being  inseparable  from 
the  general  ticket  mode,  it  applies  of  course  to 
the  mode  itself  with  all  the  force  the  gentleman 
has  given  it.  What  other  mode  then  remains 
for  giving  an  undivided  vote  to  the  State  ?  The 
only  one  yet  practised  upon  is  that  of  appointing 
the  Electors  by  the  State  Legislatures  directly ; 
and  if  it  is  incorrect,  that  the  majority  of  the 
Legislature  should  nominate  a  ticket  for  the  peo- 

Sle,  will  it  not  be  as  much  so  for  them  to  appoint 
Hectors  without  the  peoplel  The  result  or  this 
reasoning  is.  that  any  mode  which  we  have  used 
for  pairing  the  undivided  votes  of  the  States,  is 
subject  to  the  same  just  imputation ;  it  is  a  mere 
shadow  and  mockery  of  election. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  great  deference  for  the  gen- 
tleoun'a  abiliiies  and  experience  on  sobjecu  of 
this  kind,  but  thought  his  aigumenu  predicated 
on  a  ground  which  was  not  strictly  tenable— that 
the  Presideat  is  the  Repreeenutive  of  the  Sutes^ 
and  not  of  the  people.  The  number  of  Slectors 
being  in  each  State  the  same  with  that  of  the 
Representatives  and  Senators,  seems  to  combina 
the  Nationsl  and  Federative  principles.  The 
two  extra  Electors  allowed  without  rmrd  to 
population,  was  certainly  a  concession  Avoring 
the  small  States,  and  the  remaining  number, 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  population,  lam  wil- 
ling lo  submit,  was  a  concession  to  the  larger 
ones.  By  the  proposed  amendment,  there  is  no 
attempt  to  change  the  number,  and  still  a  State 
will  present  a  united  auffrage^  if  the  sentiment 
therein  shall  be  sufficiently  united.  And  in  ease 
it  is  not  so,  the  loss  to  large  States  is  not  so  great 
as  at  first  might  be  supposed.  This  loss  is  not 
to  be  estimated  abstractedly,  but  in  telaUoa  to 
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Btmiltr  losses  which  other  States  of  Tartous  sizes 
will  sustain ;  the  fractional  balanee  of  loss  may 
not  be  of  any  moment,  while  the  absolute  loss 
may  be  considerable.  Bat  we  are  asked,  what 
eqairalent  is  given  for  this  loss?  I  answer  that 
an  ample  equivalent  will  b^  found  in  the  tran- 
anillity,  and  in  the  reform  of  the  exercise  of  snf- 
rrage  from  a  shadow  to  a  reality— the  purity  in 
its  exercise,  and  the  security  a^pinst  its  geographi- 
cal diTision.  Divisieos  of  this  character  are  the 
natural  effect  of  united  suffrage,  while  promiscu- 
ous differences  ha?e  ao  such  tendency.  And  as 
naturally  are  our  States  now  tending  towards  un* 
divided  suffrage.  Some  States,  from  views  of  polr 
icy,  have  led  the  way ;  others,  on  the  ground  of 
self-defence,  are  imitating  the  precedent,  and  now 
several  States  choose  Representatives  by  a  solid 
vote;  and  few  only  of  the  States  divide  in  the 
choice  of  Bleotors.  This  then  being  the  tendency 
of  the  unfixed  state  6f  the  matter,  having  the 
effect  of  encouraging  sectional  feelings  and  divi- 
sions, and  these  again  tending  to  a  disunion,  is  it 
not  an  ample  equivalent  for  the  concession  to 
avoid  these  evil  tendencies,  and  attain  the  ad- 
van  tsges  pointed  out? 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  first  mem-^ 
ber  of  Mr.  Picken's  proposition,  in  the  following 
words : 

*  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
(he  Cooc^eas  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall  be 
dinded,  by  ita  Legislatare,  into  a  aomber  of  districts, 
equal  to  tba  number  of  Repraeentattves  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled. 

M  Sach  dbtiiet  ahall  contain,  as  nearly  as  mav  be, 
equal  nambei%  whieh  shall  be  detenained  bjf  adding 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  persona,  inoindmg  those 
bound  to  eerviee  for  a  term  of  yean,  and  eidnding 
Indiana  aot  taxed,  thxee>fillha  of  all  other  peraona. 

««Iq  eaeh  diatriet  the  qualified  voten  shall  elect  one 
Bepreeentattve.'' 

And  decided  as  follows:  For  that  clause  86, 
againit  It  38. 

So  that  more  than  the  Constitutional  majority 
of  two-tlrirds  decided  in  favor  of  this  part  of  Mr. 
PioKBin'a  proposition. 

Mr.  Jb  wvPr,  of  Vermont,  proposed  to  strike  out 
all  the  residne  of  the  proposition,  (relating  to  the 
election  of  Bleetors,)  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 
an  amendment  proposed  by  him,  the  object  of 
which  was.  that  the  bleotors  of  each  State  should 
be choseDirom  the  repiesentative  districts ;  the 
two  extra  Bteetors  to  be  ehoaen  by  the  Legialap 
ture  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Rahdolfb  said,  that  the  qaeation  just 
taken  on  the  fir6t>member  of  the  lesolutkm  had 
surprised  him  more  than  any  other  Tote  he  had 
witnessed  in  this  House;  because  he  took  the 
vote  in  reference  to  the  arguments  by  which 
it  had  been  supported.  The  honorable  member 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  think  that  the 
greatest  danger  to  this  Qovernment,  the  greatest 
bugbear,  was  disunion.  Kn  former  days,  Mr.  R. 
said,  it  bad  been  held  that  consolidation  was  the 

greatest  danger;  that  the  amalgamation  of  the 
tatea  into  a  consolidated  Qovernment,  which 
would  sooner  or  later  eventuate  in  a  monarehy. 


was  a  mueb  greater  danger.  If  the  gentleman^s 
argument  were  correct,  why  had  he  provided  that 
the  division  of  each  State  intodistriou  should  be 
made  by  the  States  respectively?  If  this  were 
not  a  Qovernment  of  Slates,  why  had  the  gen- 
tleman not  provided  that  the  whole  population 
of  the  country  should  be  subdivided  into  a  certain 
number  of  districts,  without  any  reference  to 
State  limits,  so  as  to  add.  for  instance,  a  frae* 
tionai  part  of  the  State  or  Virginia  to  a  frac- 
tional part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ?  Be- 
cause this  i%a  Qovernment  of  the  States. 

The  possession  of  power,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  of 
all  known  causes  the  greatest  promoter  of  cor« 
raption.  I  begin  to  fear,  said  be,  that  the  timia 
is  fast  approaching,  when  we  shall  forget  that 
the  United  States  w«re,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  confederatioa,  free,  sovereign,  and  independ- 
ent States.  There  is  another  member  of  the 
resolution,  not  yet  acted  on,  which  is  abhorrent  to 
my  principle»«-that  the  representation  in  this 
House  and  the  eleetion  of  President  should  be 
in  the  ratio  of  a  certain  number  of  heads.  If 
we  were  about  te  make  a  constitution,  I  would 
hold  up  my  hand  against  it,  because  I  am  for  a 
free,  equal,  republican  form  of  Qovernment,  and 
1  contend  that  nothing  could  be  less  free^  nothing 
could  be  moreanti-republioan,  than  to  (ive  to  the 
city  of  New  York  an  influence  on  this  floor,  or 
in  the  Legislatare  of  that  State,  which  her  rela- 
tive numbers  entitle  her  to.  The  constitution 
of  England  is  complained  of;  but  what  would 
be  thought  of  a  proposition  to  give  to  the  eit|r  of 
London  that  influence  in  theGk^vernment  which, 
on  the  popular  principle,  her  numbers  alone  woula 
allow  to  her  1  It  would  be  sif^ning  over  to  the  city 
of  London  the  abaolute  domlttioI^and  property  of 
the  whole  realm.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  gentlemen  who  had  not  given  suf- 
ficient consideration  to  this  amendment,  should 
so  lightly  have  voted  for  a  part  of  it.  The  single 
objection  he  had  just  stated,  if  it  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  rights  of  the  States,  would  be  iatal 
to  it.  It  was  more  competent,  he  said,  for  two 
individuals  to  represent  the  city  of  London,  thaa 
for  ten  to  represent  the  county  of  York,  contain- 
ing about  the  same  population;  because  in  the 
county  of  York  there  were  a  variety  of  interests, 
but  the  interest  of  the  city  of  London  vras  one 
and  indivisible.  Qive  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
said  Mr.  R.,  whieh  is  the  London  of  the  Unitea 
States,  or  will  become  so,  a  representation  pro- 
portionate to  her  wealth  and  po|>ulation,  and  yoa 
put  a  dagger  into  the  heart  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  country.  Suppose  the  amendment  to  be 
adopted— foftunately  for  us,  however,  it  will  come 
under  the  revision  of  4he  States;  1  feel  a  hofie 
that  they  will  not  commit  an  act  of  political  sui- 
cide ;  that  they  will  not  commit  an  act  ot/ehde 
96  by  sanetionin|f  it— let  that,  said  he,  become  a 

fart  of  the  Consutution  of  the  United  States,  and 
would  not  give  a  button  for^the  rights  of  the 
States.  They  will  become  mere  appendages  to 
this  gpreat  Oovemment-^not  much  more  than 
counties;  they  will  become  proper  instruments 
lor  the  axercisa  of  intrigue  and  faction. 
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Mr.  R.  Mid  he  biHl  do  httHation  id  deatiD^  ib€ 
poekioD  of  the  geotlomto  from  North  CftroliDt, 
UiRt  there  had  heeo,  or  would  be,  len  ezeiteaieat 
in  eleetions  by  dbtriets  tb«D  in  electioDa  by  gea* 
oral  ticket.  4*he  reverse  had  been  heretoibre  io- 
TDtkbly  DDd  evidently  the  caee.  The  election  of 
nrenty-fire  Electors  id  Virginia  by  general  ticket 
had  not  created,  and  never  would  create,  the 
smallest  excitement.  District  the  State,  and  then 
you  will  see.  He  was  very  sorry,  very  sorry  he 
said — he  asked  pardon  of  the  State  for  having 
done  it— for  having  spoken  of  the  ekotoral  law  of 
Virginia  in  this  Hou9e.  Whatever  complaint  he 
had  against  her,  he  would  make  at  Jiome  and  not 
here.  The  poposed  ameadment  to  the  Ckmati- 
tntion,  said  Mr.  R.,  goes  to  conaelidaiion.  Gen- 
tlemen myi  it  is  very  fair;  that  it  ''atanda  to 
leasoD."  We  ask  them  to  prove  it.  They  do 
not ;  for  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  after 
undertaking  to  ehow  that  this  is  a  popular  Gk>v- 
erament,  tells  yon  that  it  iNa  a  conocasioD  to 
these  small  States  that  there  sboald  be  Rleotors 
for  Seftators  as  weU  as  for  Re|kreseaiaiives.  And 
We^said  Mr<  R.|have  representation  for  onraftavc 
popnUitioD,  which  was  no  more  a  compromise 
than  the  feature  referred  to.  Why  does  he  not 
move  to  strike  that  cat  ?  Why  does  he  not  carry 
tk6  doctrine  of  pcifecttbilUy  farther  1  Why  not 
go  on  and  resolve,  that,  Waereis  the  States  ave 
nnfortttaately  divided  into  two  fa^ions,  naarky 
equal  in  nomberand  wealth,  be  it  Reabhred,  and 
My  forth,  that  each  par^y  shall  haVe  the  piivife^e 
df  eEcUisivel^r  choosing  one  bmnch  of  the  Legis- 
lature ?  This  wouM  be  almoat  aa  reaaimabb  as 
Bome  iloetrines -advanced  on  this  svl^ect.  If.  in 
tha  choice  0f  Blectersand  Repvesansatiires^  the 
whole  United  States  constitnte  hat  one  people, 
why  not  throw <mtthe  whole  Union  intcdistcietsf 
The  Conststntton,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  settled  how 
thiashonld  be  done,  and  there  he  woold  leave  it  $ 
and  as  to  these  jealousies,  or  heats,  or  aotmoaiicB 
attiODg  the  Stastes,  which  had  been  spoken  of^  so 
help  hUn  Qod,  he  had  -never  beard  of  aDything 
•f  the  kind  among  them.  The  Oonstttutlon  has 
given  them,  aaid  Mr.  R^  a  power  (of  preaaribing 
the  mode  of  choosing  Blectois)  and  the^  imve 
esercised  it  according  to  their  good  wtM  and 
plaaaare.  Aa  lexscnpia  es^-^o  is  the  isw.  I 
aever  heard  before  cf  the  United  Stales  in  te^- 
teiag  to  hosh  up  State  jealousies.  No,  air,  said 
Mr.  R^  we  are  able  te  manage  otir  ottn  aflairs, 
and  we  ask  jMrthing  of  yon  hat  to  let  us  maiiage 
them  in  our  own  way.  This  whcAe  propositiffli 
hiad  a  direct  tendency  to  engolph  in  tliB  rederal 
authorities  all  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
8tale-«of  this  great  commimity,  he  OMant.  The 
tosdency  of  the  progress  of  th»  Oovernment  has 
heeo  sneh.  Look  at  the  ezpeBsesof  the  Govern- 
ment? What  were  they  a  few  years  ago  f  What 
were  they  under  Washiogtoo,  Adams,  Jeffer* 
ion ;  what  were  they  even  under  the  aarly  part 
of  the  Admiautration  of  Madisfm  1  What  were 
they  then,  and  what  are  they  now  ?  Do  not  gen* 
tlemen  hold  in  their  hands  both  money  and  pow- 
er 1  What  is  the  Army  ?  What  the  Navy  ? 
What  the  maoont  of  the  Revenue  ?    What  the 


amount  of  the  dtsburseaMnts  under  this  or  thai 
commissioner  of  the  Government  ?  Is  n^ot  money 
power  ?  Are  we  to  be  thrown  into  a  tumult  about 
a  pitiful  difference  between  so  many  dollars  a  day 
or  a  year  for  our  compeasatlon,  and  go  on  changing 
the  balance  of  the  powers  of  the  Govemmcni, 
almost  without  ezeitmc  public  attention? 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  a  full,  a  firm  persuasion, 
that  this  matter  had  not  received  the  consideTa- 
tion  to  which  it  was  entitled,  and  which  he  hoped 
it  would  receive  before  the  House  determined  this 
momentous  matter.  He  had  bis  doubts,  ke  said, 
whether  a  fjfoposition  to  make  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent hereditary  in  the  family  of  the  next  Presi- 
dent, would  go  more  directly  to  the  estabUshnlent 
of  monarchy  in  this  country^  than  that  now  before 
the  House.  This  proposition  adopted,  ^e  next 
would  be,  some  gentleman,  discoveriiig  «  la^aa 
fraction  of  population  in  one43taie, -would  think  it 
woold  conduce  to  equal  repr^aentationy  to  add  it  to 
a  fractioa  in  the  next  State ;  and  so  we  should  go 
on,  until  at  last  the  whole  distinction  between 
the  Slate  and  General  Goverameou  would  be 
rubbed  out,  and  there  would  remain  of  the  former 
nothing  but  institutions  for  the  choiceof  Senators. 
Then,  said  he,  what  will  happen  ?  We  shall  all 
find  that  it  is  extremely  expensive  to  maiotaia 
two  Governments  over  one  people ;  that  we  can- 
not serve  both  CM  and  Mammon ;  and  we  ahall 
have  the  choice  to  abolish  the  Gteaeral  Govern- 
mentor  the  State|;oveinmenta— and  which  waaU 
pretrail,  Mr.  Chairmauy  I  leave  to  your  aagacity 
to  determine. 

Mn  R.  said  he  had  hosn  called  ap  by  accident 
on  this  stfl^eet,  btaaiise  of  ihe  apaioy  which  a^ 
■aamd  fio  .pervade  the  {ioase  i  aat.  hating  the 
leaat  idea  mat  it  pvoeeedcd  frofti  a  dispostoion  to 
support  tlief  repesiiion  ^btfase  ttk  fidasa  which 
he  supposed  was  tnttoda«ad-^HR«elhfffl|gJike 
President's  annual  recommendation  tim* 
iuxioa  of  the  militia  and  the  estahlishaaeat  of 
National  University — that  it  would  be  ta&ed 
about,  a  bfll  got  n|^  and  then  peraaitiad  to  go  to 
sleep.  Thn  Constitution,  said  Mr.  R.,  was  made 
by  no  ordinary  men,  under  ao  otdiaary  aiicaai* 
stances.  I  am  uowiUing  notlr  %o  tooah  it;  to 
"  rash  ia  where  angels  might  fiear  to  traad.^  itami, 
Idr.  R.  said,  if  ever  there  was^  time  more  im* 
proper  than  the  preselif  ta  change  the  Ooaatkntion 
of  the  United  Slates,  he  eooM  not  aeaoetve  soah. 
A  time  when-^what  was  the  state  of  the  fact  P^ 
when  yeu  can  haidly  excite  an^  maa  6n  theelee- 
tion  of  the  President.  In  Virginim  he  said,  there 
waa  no  decdon  in  any  coimtv  for  Burgesses  to 
the  Geaeml  Assembly  which  had  act  cnased  tan 
tiases  the  excitement  that  had  beea  caaaed  by  the 
eleetioa  of  President  of  the  United  Staaea.  So, 
it  seemed,  the  Conatitntion  oitght  now  to  he 
changed,  beaauae  everybody  is  satisfied  with  it 
as  it  stands!  There  ww,  Mr.  R.  mid,  a  genefal 
disposition  toaoqniesce  in  its  provistoiis,  and  no 
time  could  be  more  improper  tJmn  this  for  med- 
dltag  with  the  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States.  As  to  this  House,  that  the  State  Legi»> 
latnres,  would  consent  to  be  dictated  to  by  iu  le- 

that  was  what  he  would  never 
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beliere.  It  had  h^ttn  waggMed  to  him  this  morn- 
ing, he  Mid,  that  the  sineie  power  of  sending  a 
reeommendatioQ  to  this  Honie,  fkir  and  plausible 
as  presented  to  the  public  eye,  was  an  immense 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Execotiye.  So  it  is, 
for  eyerf  man  is  eaptiyated  with  a  specious  pro- 
position, without  considering^ how  it  is  to  be  done. 
The  responsibility  is  off  the  President's  shoulders, 
said  Mr.  R..  and  the  people  look  to  vou  for  it. 

One  word  more,  toid  he,  and  I  will  finish.  This 
is,  of  ail  times  the  last,  when  the  HoOse  of  Rep- 
resentatiyes  ought  to  ae^  on  a  proposition  to 
change  the  Constitution,  in  any  manner  that  will 
affect  the  relative  weight  of  the  States.  This 
Honse  lies,  f f  is  said,  under  heayy  imputations; 
let  us  lea  ye  this  (question  to  those  against  whom 
no  such  imputations  He.  Let  us  leaye  it  to  our 
sQCcessors.  Hbw  many  of  us  are  liicely  again  to 
take  our  seats  in  this  House  ?  Certainly  not  all. 
Ooght  not  that  consideration  to  haye  some  weight 
on  a  question  of  such  moment  1  At  the  next 
session,  the  people  will  hare  sent  here  another 
Hdase  of  Representatires.  The  question  is  not 
so  urgently  nnpending— for  I  suppose,  sir,  the 
party  is  safe  for  eight  fears  tb  come — let  us  defer 
the  decision  of  this  question  to  the  next  sesspn, 
when  men  will  come  fresh  from  the  people,  per- 
haps more  highly  charged  with  the  national  will, 
and  equally  able  to  express  it  wHk  ourselyes. 

Mr.  PiGKFNS  considered  the  principle  or  the 
effect  so  little  differing;  from  the  originali  that  he 
would  be  content  with  the  amendment,  if  the 
major i  ty  of  this  bod  y  approyed  of  it.  But  believ- 
ing the  original  not  attended  with  any  serious  in- 
conyenience,  and  rather  most  consistent  with  his 
views  in  principle,  heshoold  not  vote  for  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  JcWETT^  ought  not  to  be  acted  on 
without  some  consideration.    The  plan  of  his 
honorable  colleague  was  to  divide  each  State  into 
as  many  districts  as  the  State  had  Electors,  and 
in  each  of  these  districts  to  have  an  Elector  chosen 
bv  the  qo&lified  voters  amons  the  people.    The 
plan  of  the  gentlenian  from  Vermont  was  to  di- 
vide eadh  Stale  into  Congressional  disti'icts  only, 
from  each  of  which  an  Eaector  was  to  be  chosen 
by  the  people,  and  to  vest  the  Legislatttre  of  the 
State  witb  the  power  of  appointing  the  other  two 
Electors.     This  latter  proposition  was  supported 
by  some  considerations  not  to  be  disregarded.    In 
the  first  place,  it  seemed  more  to  consist  with  the 
theory  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  which,  in  re- 
gard to  the  choice  of  a  President^  kept  in  view  as 
well  the  federative  as  the  popular  principle.    It 
would  be  recollected  that,  in  apportioning  Elec- 
tors to  the  States,  the  Constitution  had  regard  to 
their  population,  "hy  assigning  to  them  as  many 
Electors  as  they  respectively  had  Representatives; 
and  had  also  regard  to  their  federative  capacity, 
by  assigning  to  eacl^  without  distinction,  two 
Electors,  as  it  had  assigned  to  each  of  them  two 
Senators.    Now,  there  would  be  an  x)bvious  con- 
gruity  in  giving  the  appointment  of  the  two  Elec- 
tors to  which  each  State  was  entiUed,  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Confederacy,  to  the  Legislature  of  Hib 
State  Which  represents  its  independent  sovereigii* 
ty ;  while  the  Electors,  who  represented  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  State,  should  be  chosen  by  the 


people,  la  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
prooalile,  too,  that  some  inconvenience  might  re- 
sult from  the  double  division  which  it  would  bit 
necessary  to  make  of  each  State,  upon  the  plan  of 
his  colleague— a  division  into  districts,  lor  the 
choice  of  Representatives,  and  another  division 
into  districts,  a  little  more  numerous,  for  the  choice 
of  Electors.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  sim- 
plicity in  the  original  plan  which  could  not  foil 
to  recommend  it,  and  a  complexity  in  that  sug- 
gested by  the  amendment,  Woich  perhaps  mort 
than  overbalanced  its  advantages,  ne  threw  ottt 
these  remarks  to  engage  the  attention  of  tb^ 
Committee,  and  in  the  hope  of  ascertaining  in 
which  form  the  principle,  which  alike  pervaded 
the  original  proposition  and  the  aihendment,  was 
most  likely  to  obtain  their  approbation.  As  fot 
himself,  he  would  candidly  acknowledge  that  ha 
stiw  so  little  difference  in  the  practical  results  of 
either  plan,  and  so  strong  was  his  attachment  to 
the  princioie  on  which  both  were  founded,  thKt 
he  was  inoifferent  at  to  the  form  which  might  ht 
preferred. 

To  the  principle  of  the  Proposed  amtodmentof 
the  Constitution,  I  am,  indeed,  said  Mr.Q.,«imoit 
xealous  friend ;  and  instead  of  feeling  either  aston* 
ishtnent  or  regret  at  the  vote  which  has  jtitt 
passed,  I  hail  it  as  a  happ|r  augury  of  that  which 
will  obtain  on  the  remaining  branch  of  the  propo- 
sition. No  man  more  reverences  the  Constitution 
than  myself.  No  inan  would  dread  more  any  rash 
innovation  on  its  principles.  But  this  is  not  suoh 
an  Innovation.  It  alters  not  the  fundameatu 
terms  of  tho  cdntraict— it  merely  regulaties  in  de- 
tail, in  conformity  to  these  fundamental  princi- 
ples a  subject  which  bad  been  left  for  regulation 
to  tne  different  State  Lejgisiatures,  and  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  ought  to  be  regulated  in  th6 
charter  itself.  And  are  we,  in  respect  to  tfa^ 
Constitution,  to  renounce  the  benefits  of  experi- 
ence? Shall  the  lessons  of  practical  wisdom, 
which  are  taught  in  that  school,  be  received  in 
vain  1  Such  was  not  the  design  of  the  frameia 
of  the  Constitution.  They  were  aware  that  titn« 
Would  make  manifest  defects  in  that  instrumenl. 
which  no  political  sagacity  could  foresee,  ana 
they  therefore  provided*  by  the  instrument  itself, 
a  process  for  its  amenament.  Surely^  if  expei^i- 
ence  has  taught  Us  anything  fa  relation  to  ottr 
form  of  Qovernment,  it  has  shown  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  uniform  and  permanent  mode  of 
appointing  Electors.  It  is  demanded  by  the  honor 
of  our  country,  that  some  remedy  should  be  de- 
vised to  cure  tne  shameful  disorders  which  are 
obtruded  upon  our  view,  on  the  approach  of  every 
Presidential  election.  I  speak  without  particular 
reference  to  parties,  when  I  say  the  mode  is  every- 
where made  subsidiary  to  the  immediate  views 
and  interests  of  the  dominant  faction.  Nor  do  I 
think  that  we  subject  ourselves  to  the  censure 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginm 
(Mr.  Raxi DOLPB)  bestows  pn  those  who  claim,  a. 


836 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRBSS. 


336 


H.  OF  R. 


Proceedifigs. 


Decbmbeb,  1816. 


a  part  of  the  Federal  Gotrernment,  the  right  of 
arraigniog  the  conduct  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
We  do  not  now  act  in  our  ordinary  capacity,  as 
a  branch  of  the  Federal  Legislature ;  we  act  in 
that  peculiar  character  which  has  been  imparted 
to  us  by  the  Constitution,  of  initiating  amend- 
ments which  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  States.  And  it  would  be  strange, 
indeed,  if  those  to  whom  the  people  have  granted 
this  power  were  chargeable  with  arrogance  when 
they  inquire  into  the  ezistine  defects,  and  point 
out  a  suitable  remedy ;  whether  those  defects  are 
found  to  be  inherent  in  the  instrument  itself,  or  to 
arise  from  the  mal-administration  of  those  whom 
that  instrument  has  made  the  depositories  of  con- 
fidence. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposes 
that  this  subject  has  not  been  well  considered.  I 
believe  that  few  subjects  ever  have  received,  in 
this  country,  so  much  consideration  from  those 
who  have  taken  any  part  in  public  business.  I 
will  not  say  when  it  was  first  brousht  into  no- 
tice— for  I  speak  from  general  recollection — but 
certainly,  for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  it 
has  in  some  way  or  other  been  before  the  public. 
At  different  times,  during  this  interval,  it  has  re* 
ceived  the  sanctioa  of  the  LegisUitures  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  Massachu- 
setts, and  Virginia.  It  was.  I  believe,  but  the  last 
Winter,  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  latter 
States  recommended  it  unanimously;  and  scarcely 
a  session  of  Congress  has  passed  for  several  years, 
but,  in  obedience  to  the  earnest  and  unanimous 
wish  cf  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  it  has 
been  brought  under  consideration  here  by  some 
of  the  members  from  that  State.  Surely,  there 
has  been  no  precipitance  in  Congress;  certainly, 
the  subject  is  now  understood,  if  it  ever  can  be 
understood.  Nor  can  I  think  that  these  States, 
Urge  States,  too,  supposed  they  were  seeking  to 
break  down  State  power,  when  they  recommend- 
ed such  an  amendoient.  'Tis  true,  that  such  an 
amendment,  in  form,  abridges  the  power  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  tor  it  narrows  their  discretion 
as  to  the  mode  of  appointing  Electors.  But,  let 
it  be  shown  (and  if  any  gentkman  can  show  it,  it 
will  be  the  gentleman  from  Virginia)  that  it  de- 
prives  them  of  any  beneficial  power,  of  any  power 
which  can  be  available  to  them,  by  way  of  secur- 
ing an  equilibrium  against  Federal  authority. 
The  fact  is.  that  it  only  takes  away  from  them  a 
matter  of  detail  and  regulation,  onerous  in  itself, 
furnishing  the  materials  for  factious  intrigue  and 
manoeuvre,  and  productive  of  no  advantage  to  the 
States. 

Mr.  Q.  said  his  remarks  were  necessarily  de- 
sultory, for  they  were  unpremeditated ;  nor  had 
be  arisen  with  a  tiew  of  entering  into  the  merits 
of  the  great  principle  under  consideration.  He 
would,  nowever,  notice  another  remark  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  It  bad  been  said,  dis- 
trict elections  of  Electors  would  diminish  the  rel- 
ative strength  which  the  ffreat  States  had  in  this 
Confederacy;  and  that,  whether  this  strength  was 
disproportionate  or  not,  they  were  entitled  to  it 
by  the  original  terms  of  the  association,  and  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  of  it.    To  this  argument,  it 


might  be  answered  that  it  was  the  great  Statei 
themselves  which  had  requested  this  change,  and 
surelj  it  was  not  for  them  to  complain  of  the  al* 
teration.  But,  even  if  such  complaint  could  be 
made,  he  begged  that  it  might  be  remembered 
that  their  present  disproportionate  power  arose 
not  from  the  original  terms  of  the  (confederacy, 
but  from  an  alteration  which  had  been  made  in 
those  terms.  It  was  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  directing  that  the  Electors  should 
designate,  by  their  votes,  between  the  President 
and  Vice  President,  that  the  great  States  now 
owed  their  exclusive  claim  to  these  offices.  Aad 
if  the  effect  of  the  proposed  amendment  sJioald  be 
to  communicate  some  additional  power  to  the 
smaller  States,  it  would  be  but  to  restore  the  ratio 
fixed  by  the  original  compaeL 

Mr.  Gr.  repeated  that  his  wish,  in  regard  to  the 
proposition  oy  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  was 
to  ascertain  what  effect  its  adoption  would  have 
on  the  success  of  the  principle  contained  in  the 
proposition  of  his  colleague.  To  afford  some  op- 
portunity for  an  interchange  of  opinions,  and  for 
a  further  discussion  of  the  subject,  he  moved  that 
the  Committee  should  now  rise. 

When  Mr.  Q.  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thuhsdat,  December  19. 

Mr.  Corner  presented  a  i>etition  of  Francis 
Le  Barron,  praying  for  permission  to  open  and 
work  any  copper  mine  which  he  may  discover 
on  the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  or  on 
the  islands  in  that  lake,  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  subject  may  suggest 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
Conner,  Root,  and  Thomas  Wilson,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  such  alteration  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  corps  of  artillery,  as  will  place 
the  officers  of  that  corps  upon  a  more  equal  foot- 
ing, as  regards  promotion,  with  the  officers  of 
other  corps  of  the  Army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  were  directed  to  present  to  the  House 
a  general  view  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
adopted  under  the  several  laws  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  so  as  to  show  whether  the  expenses  there- 
of have  been  defrayed  by  the  profits,  without 
diminishing  the  capital,  or  requiring  auxiliary 
appropriations ;  and  also  to  show  at  what  points 
trading-houses  are  established  under  those  taws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scorr,  the^  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  establish- 
ment of  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  at  the  follow- 
ing places:  At  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas :  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  ia 
the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau ;  at  the  seat  of  jus- 
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tice,  in  theeoontf  of  Lmwrasee;  and  at  the  Mat  of 
justice,  in  tbe  coanty  of  Howard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  bv  law  for  the  better 
regulating  the  leasing  ano  working  the  pablie 
lead  mines  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in 
Missouri  Territoiy,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
tect  the  lessees  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
leases,'  and  to  enable  the  Qoiremment  to  collect 
its  rente. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  bv  law  for  the  leasinff 
and  working  the  salines  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  10  the  Missouri  Territory,  or  such  part 
thereoif  as  it  shall  be  deemed  adTiseable  to  put 
into  operation  for  public  use. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

SstoM,  Thet  the  Committee  on  die  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
or  ezplsiniag  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  lor  desig- 
nating, surveyingi  and  gianting,  aulitaiy  bounty  lands, 
pa«ed  on  the  fifth  of  May,  1818,  as  to  authorise  a  de- 
Tise  of  said  bounty  lands,  though  no  patent  shall  haTo 
been  granted  therefor,  at  the  time  of  the  deviae* 

Mr.  BARBOua  observed,  on  this  motion,  that 
the  object  of  that  seeiion  of  the  law  was  to  pre- 
vent a  sacrifice,  by  discharged  soldiers^  of  their 
property,  without  knowing  or  realizing  its  value; 
but  it  could  never  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  prevent  a  man  from  disposing  of 
his  own  unquestionable  property,  on  his  decease, 
to  any  other  person  than  the  heir  at  law,  if  he 
should  so  will.  This  coaatructiout  however^  had 
been  given,  and  it  was  this  eonatruction  he  wished 
to  be  corrected. 

The  reaoive  was  agreed  to- 

Mr.  Tayjlor,  of  New  York,  in  .introducing  the 
following  reaolution,  adverted  to  the  obvious  im- 
portance of  a  correct  report  of  the  decisions  of 
cases  adjudged  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  sub- 
ject bad  been  before  Congress  at  the  last  session, 
aod  a  hill  had  passed  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
appointment  or  a  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  cases 
adjudged  in   the  Supreme  Court,  but  from  the 

freas  of  boskuess  had  not  been  acted  on  in  this 
louse.    To  bring  the  subject  again  before  the 
House,  he  m  oved 

*'.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndieiaiy  be  instmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  reporter  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Sutea." 
The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

TRAD£  WITH  THE  INDIANS.    . 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Eegohei  That  dM  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  inatmctsd  to  inquire  into  the  expedien<^  of 
exchiding  fdnigasn  from  trading  with  Uie  Indians 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  of  Georgia,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman, that  his  object,  as  ascermined  from  the 
face  of  his  resolution,  had  been  already  attained 
by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  aeaai'on. 


Mr.  PoPB  said,  that  the  act  referred  to  |^ve  to 
the  Government  a  dispensing  power.  Hts  opin- 
ion was,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  such  power, 
and  that  foreigners  ought  to  be  entirely  excluded. 
Such  a  course  would  relieve  the  Indians  from^ 
their  present  dependence  upon  the  British  traders,' 
the  ill  effSscts  or  which  were  at  present  very  evi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Desha,  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
motion,  so  aa  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  instead  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  Mr.  Popb  ac- 
ceded. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  then  suggested  to  Mr.  Popi  the 
propriety  of  defining  his  object  more  precisely, 
because,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolution  now 
proposed,  it  would  appear  fis  if  there  was  no  law 
in  existence,  excluding  foreigners  from  trading 
with  the  Indians.  There  was  such  a  law,  and  it 
would  be  abetter,  he  thought,  that  the  gentleman 
should  specify  in  his  motion  the  particular  part 
of  it  he  oeaired  to  see  amended. 

Mr.  Popi  said  he  had  not  only  in  view  the  ob- 
ject he  bad  mentioned,  to  repeal  the  dispensing 
proviso  to  the  act  of  last  session,  but  (bat  the 
committee  ahould  also  recommend  such  measures 
as  would  insure  a  due  and  cermin  execution  of 
iHher  provisions  of  the  law  in  question. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION- 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  further  into  coofideration  Mr.  Pick- 
BNs'a  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  Massachusetts^  proposed  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  or  Mr.  Jewbtt, 
(now  under  conaideration,)  the  subject  of  which 
was,  as  Mr.  Jbwbtt'b  motion  proposed  that  the 
Electoral  districts  should  be  the  same  in  number 
as  the  Rcpresenmtive  districts,  to  further  provide 
that  the  Representative  should  also  be  the  Elec- 
toral districts. 

Mr.  HuoBR,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  observed,  that  be  had  paid  less  attention  than 
he  should  otherwise  have  done  to  the  subject  un- 
der consideration,  in  consequence  of  the  apathy 
and  indifference  whicfa  generally  prevailed  during 
the  early  part  of  the  debate,  and  the  impression 
thereby  madeon  his  mind,  that  a  large  majority 
oT  the  Conunittee  was  opposed  to  the  aystem  of 
election  by  districts.  He  had  since  discovered  that 
tbia  impression  must  have  been  erroneous,  and 
had  therefore  voted  against  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  again  on  that  day,  in  order 
to  obtain  further  time  for  reflection.  As  the 
House,  however,  had  thought  proper  to  proceed, 
and  the  question  would  probably  be  taken  that 
morning,  he  would  venture  to  make  a  few  remarks,' 
crude  and  undigested,  as  he  feared  they  would  be 
found. 

He  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  propriety,  or 
rather  necessity,  of  establishing  some  one  uniform 
mode  of  election  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  belieted  that  by  districts  kid  out  in  the  sev- 


848 


HISTORY  OF  00NGBSS8. 


344 


H.  OP  R. 


Amendmeni  to  the  OnutilhKiimi* 


DbCBM  BBE,  1816. 


having  separate  and  distinct  rtffbts^  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  manageoient  oftfaeir  own  inter- 
nal concerns,  was  beyond  all  doubt  one  of  the 
features  of  that  compromise.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  immediate  agency  of  the  people,  in  contra* 
distinction  to  that  of  the  State  sovereignties,  was 
Another  feature  no  less  strongly  marked  on  the 
face  of  it,  and  which  extended,  part  poMU, 
throughout  all  its  prorisions.  Banishing,  thenj 
all  idle  disputes  about  words,  he  contended  the 
Constitution  or  compromise  was  fbunded  upon 
and  compounded  of  two  perfectly  distinct  princi- 
ples— the  one  federal,  the  other  popular. 

These  two  principles  would*  be  found  blended 
and  preponderating  alternately,  in  a  |[reater  or 
less  degree,  in  everr  article  and  section  of  the 
written  compact,  which  ha  held  in  his  hands. 
The  yery  first  words  of  that  instrument  prored 
beyond  all  doubt  that  it  was  understood  to  ema- 
nate immediately  from  the  people,  not  merely 
from  the  State  sovereignties,  under  which  the 
people  had  previously  lived.  The  words  are, 
'*  we,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  do 
ordam  and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the 
United  States  of  America."  Thus  showing  at 
the  very  outset,  that  the  Constitution  emanated 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States,  acting  for 
themselves  in  their  original  capacity,  not  at  sec- 
ond hand,  through  their  local  or  State  sovereign- 
ties ;  and  in  like  manner  showing  that  it  was  a 
compromise  founded  as  well  on  federal  as  on  pop- 
ular principles.  Thus,  too,  all  le^slative  power 
is,  in  the  first  article  and  first  section,  vested  in  a 
Congress,  to  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives— the  latter  upon  the  popular 
principle,  to  be  composed  of  members  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  several  States;  the  former 
upon  the  federal  principle,  of  two  Senators  from 
each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof. 

Granting,  then,  that  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration might  lean  somewhat  more  towards 
the  popular  and  encroach  some  little  upon  fede- 
ral principle,  by  bringing  the  election  nearer  to 
the  people  themselves— this  was  evidently  nei- 
ther contrary  to  the  spirit,  nor  abhorrent  to  the 
oriffinal  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution 
hadf  been  founded.    It  was,  in  plain  and  simple 
truth,  nothing  mora  or  less  than  a  new  modifica- 
tion of  these  principles,  proposed  to  be  brought 
about  in  the  rorm  and  manner  specified  by  the 
Constitution  itself;  which  modification  experi- 
ence had  proved  to  be  necessary^  but  nevertheless 
eould  not  take  place  until  submitted  to,  and  duly 
ratified  by  a  Constitutional  majority  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  States.    And  if  it  were 
irue-*>another  leading  objection  urged  by  gentle- 
men—if it  were  true  that  by  introducing  this  new 
modification  of  the  mode  of  election,  the  right  of 
the  great  States  to  wield  the  collected  mass  of 
their  population  and  power  at  will,  was,  ^tio  ad 
hoc  abridged,  without  comparatively,  and  in  the 
aame  ratio  abridging  that  of  the  smaller  States, 
or  as  it  has  been  more  forcibly  expresMd,  with- 
out an  equivalent ;  he  would  ask  in  turn,  what 
equivalent  had  ever  been  given  or  even  offered  to 
the  amaller  Sutea,  when  they  were  deprived  of 


the  cheek,  or. at  least  neutralizing  effect  in  the 
election  of  the  Bxecntive,  which  had  been  ae- 
cvred  to  them  in  the  Constitution  prerionHy  to 
the  alteration  in  the  mode  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  by  designating  eaeht 
They  had  never  asked  nor  received  any.  This 
new  modification,  therefore,  of  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion was  the  more  equitable  and  leas  objeetiona* 
ble,  as  it  had  a  tendency  to  restore  in  some  degree 
the  equilibrium  in  this  respect,  between  the  mat 
and  small  States,  which  had  been  so  earenilJy 
established  in  the  original  compact. 

Here,  he  would  observe,  that  all  those  who  were 
at  all  versed  in  the  history  of  the  times,  or  had 
ever  heard  anything  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitntioa,  well 
knew,  that  by  far  the  greatest  dificulty  experi- 
enced in  adjusting  the  provisions  of  it.  was,  with 
regard  to  the  Executive  braneh  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  in  particular  as  to  the  mode  of  select- 
ing or  electing  the  Chief  Maffistrate.   In  all  Gov- 
ernments, but  more  especially  those  which  weie 
in  any  degree  foanded  on  Federal  or  popolar 
principles,  this  had  ever  been  the  great  stamMin^ 
block,  the  all  iniportant  desideratum ;  nor  had 
the  difilcultv,  as  nr  as  he  had  learned,  ever  jtt 
been  entirely  gotten  over.    He  had  uaderstood 
from  all  those  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Convention,  whom  he  had  ever  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  converse  oo  the  subject,  that 
this  had  been  found  the  great  Herculean  task  in 
the  Convention ;  that  this  point  had  been  longer 
and  more  frequently  agitated,  and  that  more  pro- 
jects and  contrivances  had  been  submitted  to  their 
consideration  in  rerard  to  it,  than  perhaps  all  the 
other  provisions  or  the  Constitution,  taken  to- 
gether.   It  had  been  early  agreed,  that  the  three 
g:reat  bmnches  of  the  Qovernment  should  he  dis- 
tinct and  independent  of  each  other;  char  the 
powers  of  the  fixecative  should  be  vested  in  a 
single  individual;  that  the  legislative  branch 
should  consist  of  two  Houses,  the  one  federal, 
immediately  chosen  by  and  representing  the  Sutes; 
the  other  popular,  immediately  chosen  by  and 
representing  the  people ;  and  that  the  Judiciary 
should  consist  of  judges  holding  their  offices  dur* 
ing  good  behaviour.    These  great  ootliacs  of  the 
Constitution  were  early  arranged,  and  of  com- 
paratively little  difficulty  in  the  adiustraent.    But 
It  was  long,  very  long,  and  not  unui  after  the  sub- 
ject had  been  siAed  again  and  again  in  every 
way,  and  presented  to  view  in  every  possible 
shape,  that  the  mode  of  eleeting  the  Sxeeotive 
branch  of  the  Qovernment  had  been  adopted.  He 
had  understood  it  to  have  been,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, determined  that  the  President  should  be 
eleeted  by  Congress.     Upon  further  reflection, 
this  determination  was  not  deemed  satisfactory, 
was  reeonsidered,  and  rescinded.    It  was  also 
proposed  that  he  should  be  eieeted  by  the  State 
Legislatures,  by  the  people  in  the  several  States, 
by  the  people  at  large.    In  short,  every  project 
which  the  ingenuity  of  the  members  eould  deviae 
and  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cooven* 
tion,  was  in  turn  examined  aod  rerjecied.     Tike 
sttljeet,  with   all  these  various   prajeccs. 
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at  last  fefemd  to  a  )|nrge  and  mott  respeetable 
canmittet,  who  ultimately  sogvested  the  system 
ia  regard  to  theelectioa  of  the  JSxecQtire  bimaeh 
of  the  Goferoment,  which  had  been  adopted,  and 
whieb,  he  bad  been  assured,  was  regarded  by  the 
orJgfDtl  framersy  as  by  far  the  moet  admirable 
aad  important  feature  in  the  ConstitDtion.    By 
that  system,  it  will  be  reeoUeeted,  that  the  Elect- 
ors were  obliged  to  rote  for  two  persons  of  differ- 
ent States^  without  designating  either  as  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President.    Hence,  in  case  of  any 
unfair  combloatton  of  Iho  larger  States,  (at  that 
day  the  danger  most  apprehended,)  or  any  undue 
attempt  on  the  part  of  any  powerful  faotion  or 
great  predominating  interest,  the  smaller  Sintes, 
or  minority,  bad  an  efficient  check,  it  being  ne- 
cessarily in  their  power,  either  to  turn  the  scale 
in  ftfor  of  the  least  objectionable  of  the  two  can- 
didates,and  tbus  insure  his  (nvor  when  President, 
or  at  least  to  elect  the  Vice  President^  then  the 
real  heir  appurent,  ami  not,  us  in  subscquant  times, 
the  mere  puppet  of  party,  selected,  because  he 
was  unfit  to  he  Chief  Magistrate,  or  accepted  in 
the  way  of  barter  and  sale,  to  secure  the  election 
of  a  favorite  iodi?idoal  to  the  Presidency.  But,  in 
an  evil  hour,  «t  a  moment  of  irritation  and  high 
excitement)  this  admirable  feature  in  theConstitu* 
tion  had  been  destroyed  by  destguating  the  indi- 
TiduaJs  who  were  to  fill  the  respeetire  offices  of 
President  and  Vice  President;  everything  like 
balance  and  check  was  done  away  i  und  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Chief  Bftagistrate  left  entirely  to  the 
prevailing  faction,  or  rather  to  twaor  three  art- 
ml  individuals,  who  might  get  the  highest  bidder, 
perhaps,  nominated  in  that  unconstitutional  and 
mouAtrona  contriTance-«a  modern  Couffreasional 
caucus.    It  was,  then,  he  repeated,  to  obviate  the 
evils  already  eiperienced,  and  the  miachief  likely 
to  arise,  from  thu  baneful  state  of  thinjps,  and  to 
restore,  in  some  degree,  the  Constitution  to  its 
pristine  shape  and  original  symmetry,  that  he 
wipported  the  amendiuent  proposed)  not  from  de- 
sire of  innovation,  still  less  from  any  wish,  on  his 
part,  to  impair  the  ri||^u  of  the  large  States.   It 
was,  moreoTer,  imrticularlv  worthy  of  remark, 
that,  in  doing  this,  the  federal  principle  of  the 
ConsiitutioD,  though  newly  modified,  was  still 
carefully,  preserved,  and  formed  a  strong  feature 
in  the  amendment.  The  eleetion  would  he  brought 
nearer  to  the  people,  it  was  true,  by  introducing 
throughout  the  United  Stat^  a  uniform  mode  of 
eboosiiiji;  Klectors  by  electoral  districta,  and  there- 
by putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States  to  appropriate,  on  thevpur 
of  the  occasion,  that  high  prerogative  to  them- 
selves, in  the  giisat  scnffle  for  ascendency,*  Which 
to  frequentlv  took  place  amoag  tbem.    But  the 
number  and  proportion  of  Electors  were  to  con- 
tinue the  same ;  two  Electors  were  still  to  be  al- 
lowed, under  either  of  the  modifications  proposed, 
for  the  two  Senators  each  State  was  entitled  to : 
a  provision  supposed  to  hare  been  originally 
adopted  in  favor  of  the  small  States.  At  the  same 
time,  each  State  would  continue  to  have  an  addi- 
tional number  of  Electors,  equal  to  the  number 
of  members  it  had  in  the  popuiat  branch  of  the 


Legialature ;  and  districts,  equal  in  number  to  the 
Electors  each  State  might  be  entitled  to,  were  to 
be  laid  out  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  in  each  re- 
spective State.  The  whole  people,  then,  of  each 
respective  State,  would  continue  to  enjoy  the 
same  relative  weight  in  the  election  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate,  which,  according  to  the  Constitution- 
al ratio,  they  now  possessed.  But  one  great 
and  impoitant  object,  among  many  others,  would 
be  obtained.^  All  danger  from  geographical  di- 
risions  and  jealousies  on  the  approach  of  an  elec- 
tion would  be  done  tway.  Not  onhr  all  the  dif* 
ferent  interests  of  each  State,  but  all  the  various 
and  complicated  imerests  scattered  throughout  the 
vasteitentof  the  whole  United  States,  would  have 
a  full  and  efficient  voice  in  the  election  of  the  Ezec- 
utire.  It  was  reasonable,  therefore,  toconciude  that 
he  would  generally  be  elected  by  the  majority  of 
these  interests  combined,  and  not  by  one  great 
leading  and  preponderating  interest  or  faction. 
The  Bast,  the  West,  the  North,  and  the  Southi 
would  each  have  its  proportionate  influence  in 
the  election ;  and  no  one  or  two  ffcographical 
piortions  or  dirisions  of  the  Union,  by  combina- 
tion, intrigue,  or  otherwise,  would  be  enabled  to 
overwhelm  the  others.  The  Chief  Magistrate 
would  consequently  be,  as  was  intended,  emphat* 
ically  the  choice  of  the  whole  people,  and  of  all 
the  different  interests  tfarooffbout  the  UoioUi 
elected  by  the  people  in  conformity  to  the  ratio 
established  upon  the  federal  and  popular  princi- 
ples engrafted  on  the  Constitution.  What  more 
can  be  asked  or  wished  for?  What  other  mode 
could  be  devised  more  likely  to  give  universal 
satisfaction,  and  eoiMequently  to  insure  perma- 
nency to  the  XJaioh'^uUimaiMde-^iht  great  end 
of  all  their  hopes,  and  f^ars,  and  labor. 

When  Mr.  G.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad* 
journed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  20. 

Mr.  LowMona,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reoorted  a  bill 
for  the  discharge  oi  Nathaniel  Taft  from  his  im- 
prisonment, which  was  twice  read,  and  com'^ 
mitted. 

Mr.  TooKsa,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  in 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  a  biH 
to  incorporate  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  Wsiahington,  in  said  town  of  Georgetown ;  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  Awaaadria  i 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Wash* 
ington ;  a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  a  bill  to  prevent  the  circulatioa  of  the 
notes  ci  unchartered  banks  within  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  all  which  bills  were  read,  and  referr^ 
to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  or  the  finances^ 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Bftaans; 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Pioc£N8,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  establish  an  ooi- 
form  mode  of  election  of  Representatives  aad 
Electors — 

Mr.  Qrosv^nob  said,  that  he  had  once  before, 
upon  this  same  amendment,  delivered  his  senti- 
njients  in  this  Hoose  at  length.  He  would  not 
detain  the  Committee  at  thia  time  to  repeat  ail 
the  arguments  which  had  oeearred  to  ium^  la 
maay  he  had  been  aiuicipatfd,  and  it  would  be 
crimii^al  tp  spend  time  iq  travelling  over  the  self- 
same ground  which  had  been  so  ably  and  acou- 
lately  explored  by  others. 

There  could  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  0«  said,  that  the 
Constitution  was  founded  op  a  compromise  of 
the  ioterests,  principles,  and  prejudices  of  the 
various  States  |  and  li  was  as  little  to  be  doubted 
that  in  that  instrument  were  to^be  found  a  com- 
bination of  two  distinct  prinei|4ea,  the  federative 
and  the.  popular.  In  some  parts  the  people 
were.  reoQgoised  a»  citizena  or  the  Union,  and 
were  empowered  to  exercise  their  rights  without 
the  control  or  check  of  the  State  governments. 
Id  other  parts  they^  were  recognised  as  citizens 
of  distinct  sovereign  States,  and  empowered  to 
ezerciife  their  rights  as  members  of  the  Ufiion, 
only  through  State  organs.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  deemed  this  combination  of 
distinct  principles,  and  distincl  sovereignties  in 
our  Qovernment,  as  essential  to  its  success  and 
duration;  and^  Mr.  G.  said,  so  essential  had  the 
full  support  of  the  Federal  principle  in  the  Cov- 
er nmeot  been  deemed  by  him,  that  he  never 
doubted  that  he  was  the  evil  angel  of  our  sys- 
tem, who  should  have  influence  enough  to  atrip 
the  States  of  their  dignity  and  their  sovereignty, 
and  to  consolidate  all  sovereign  power  in  the 
General  Government. 

Mf .  OL  said,  he  must  view  with  great  jealousy 
erety  proposition  bearing  an  aspect  unfrieartUj  to 
the  rights  and  iafluenee  of  the  States ;  and  ir,  as 
hia  honofable  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mt. 
Huobr)  had.stated  already,  by  amendments  of  the 
Conatitutioa,  branches  of  power  and  aovereignty 
have  been  dropped  from  the  State  govetnments, 
and  grafted  on  the  General  Government,  so  far 
from  furnishing  an  inducement  to  make  further 
intoade  on  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  States,  it 
waa  a  strong  argument  affamst  thia  or  any  other 
attempt  still  further  to  re^ice  them. 

The  frame  of  our  Government,  said  Mr.  G.,  is 
',of  a  most  delicate  and  compiieated  texture.  The 
naaohinery  waa  put  together  by  sages,  nhiloso- 
phera,  and  praeticai  sound  statesmen.  Hitheito 
It  has  run  well*-and  although  it  may  have  pro- 
daead  some  evils,  and  exhibited  aome  defecu,  it 
has,  upon  the  whole,  aeeompUshed,  and  promises 
long  to  aeeomplish,  the  great  objects  for  which  it 
was  organized. 

Let  me  conjure  gentlemen  to  approach  it  with 
caution.  In  a  general  view,  nothing  can  be  more 
destructive  to  any  nation,  than  the  mdulgsmoe  of 


a  restleaa  spirit  of  innoyaiion,  which  wili  never 
suffer  the  fundamental  principlea  of  tlie  Qovcn- 
ment  to  stand  or  fall,  by  the  teals  of  peaetiee  aad 
experience. 

To  a  eoastttution,  fnamed  like  oar  own,  the  re- 
sult of  oompromise  and  eontraet  amenff  inde- 
pendent  sovereign  States,  eomplieated  aad  novel, 
the  above  remaft  applies  with  peculimr  fbiee.  I 
bold  it,  therefore,  as  a  political  axiom,  that  no 
essential  or  important  proviaion  of  oar  Constitn* 
tion  is  to  be  destroyed  or  changed,  until,  by  a 
fair  and  full  test  of  practice  and  experieoce,  it  is 
found  productive  ot  evils  highly  deiruaenial  to 
the  State,  and  which,  without  such  deairsetlOB 
or  change,  cannot  be  remedied. 
«  But,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  any  proviaicBs  of  our  Con- 
stitution sbonld  be  held  naote  sacred  from  iano- 
vatioo  than  othees,  it  waa  sorely  that  class  which 
divided  and  distributed  the  sovevetgn  powwrs  of 
the  country  between  the  States  aad  the  General 
Governmenl.  Prominent  in  thiaolaaa,  is  the  pie* 
vision  now  proposed  to  be  abolished ;  it  provided 
for  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistmte,  Ae  most 
interesting  as  well  as  tmpottant  tifajeet  proridad 
for  by  the  Constitution. 

Thus,  is  thia  right  veaied  in  avery  State^  to  he 
exercised  according  lo  iu  aovctvigo  will,  without 
the  slightest  control  of  any  earthly  power.  It  if 
a  great  and  distinguished  attribute  of  aoveretgnty; 
a  sulwaatial,  sovereign,  indepeodent  riftht  to  de- 
signate the  man  who  shall  preaidcover  tke  Uoioa. 
Destroy  thia  attribute  of  aovereignty^-eraae  thu 
prominent  federative  feature  Ivom  the  Coaatitn* 
tion ;  advance  one  step  fnrther<*Hake  from  the 
State  Legislatures  the  rigiit  to  elect  Senators, 
and  you  may  then  search  in  vain  for  another 
federative  feature  in  that  inatnuiieat ;  you  may 
look  in  vain  for  any  recoigBiiioQ  of  efie  State 
sovereignty  for  any  valuabM  or  suhaiaotiai  par- 
pose.  The  Government  beeomea  a  consoli^ied 
popular  Government— «iid  all  thoaehMieftta  v^ieh 
the  wisest  men  have  thought  would  rtsoltfrora 
its  federative  character,  are  thrown  to  the  winds, 
without  ceremony  or  triaL 

Sir,  I  would  pause  long  before  I  wo»ld  sanc- 
tion an  attempt  to  produce  a  conaommatioa  so 
daafferous. 

IVhen  I  behold  the  armies,  the  navies,  the  wide 
system  of  taxation,  the  immense  revesuea,  and 
the  boundleas  resulting  patronage^  which  dr- 
cumstancea  have,  in  the  very  infancy  of  our  na- 
tion, acenmolated  in  the  hands  of  the  Gkoeral 
Qofernment,  I  cannot  )>ut  view  with  reptehen- 
sion  those  conataot  efforts  to  atrip  of  all  power, 
and  dignity,  and  strenffth,  the  Stales  of  the  Unioa; 
to  reduce  to  in«gnifeance  and  feebleness  these 
very  pewerS)  intended  by  the  framers  <^tbe  Con- 
stttutibn  to  check  all  abuse  of  power  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  finally  to  constitute  bar- 
riers impaaaable  to  any  despot. 

Nor  let  any  one  object  to  this,  the  fact  that  a 
majority  of  the  States  have  heretofore  aupported, 
inatead  of  opposing,  the  policy  of  the  General 
Government,  in  ordinarv  times,  such  a  coinci- 
dence is  every  way  desirable. 
.  But  does  it  herer  follow,  that  in  times  of  real 
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di^Bger,  thftjr  would  noi  tmlif  ssdtr  the  suindard 
of  opp<MiUoO|  aod  8a¥«  the  eoontry?  Does  it 
foUowi  beceiuey  ia  the  tuoggies  of  party  ▼iolence^ 
or  upcm  questions  of  genenl  expedteoeyi  am*- 
joritjr  of  ibe  States  ha?e  geoerally  supported  the 
Chief  Msffistrate,  whooi  they  had  elected,  thal^ 
therefoi^,  tbey  woold  aid  him  io  sttbTertiog  their 
own  liberties,  and  producing  their  own  destruc- 
tion? 

No,  sir,  if  erer  the  time  shall  atrivei  when  the 
Executive  of  this  Union,  wielding  his  mighty 
power  and  patronage,  shall  advance  to  the  suh» 
Tersion  of  the  liberties  of  his  eoontry,  then  the 
wisdom  of  oar  fathers  wiU  reoeive  the  orown  of 
experienee.  For  then  these  tery  States  will  cmi* 
stiiute  a  sorere^a  phalanx,  ua^ier  whose  legiti- 
mate and  Constitutional  hanoec  the  peeple  may 
rally,  and  cri>sh  at  onee  the  feefade  usurper  who 
should  assail  iheir  rights* 

This,  siC)  if  my  view  of  this  interesting  subject. 
I  think  the  propoaed  amendmeat  siiikes  at  the 
Terjr  root  of  our  safety.  On  every  occasion,  I 
would  pause  long,  and  search  most  earnesilr  for 
some  other  remcidy  for  aft|r  evil  or  misehier,  be 
fore  I  would  detract  one  scintilla  from  the  sorer- 
sign  power  uAd  diffaUy  of  the  Stales* 

But,  really,  sir,  I  would  ;iiet  asfc«  What  are  the 
evils  which  result  from  this  esercise  of  right  by 
the  Ststaal  And  how  does  tl^is  proposed  amend- 
meor  provide  a  remedy  ? 

1st.  We  are  told  that  there  is  a  great  want  of 
Qoiformity  in  the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  in 
the  several  States  i  that  in  some  that  choice  is 
by  districts,  in  others  by  ganenU  ticket ;  in  others 
by  the  Ijegislalune. 

Aad  pray,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  informed  the 
hoBombie  mover  ^of  this  amendmeBt|  that  this 
was  an  evil  i  Why  is  uniformity  desirable?  Of 
what  importance  is  it  toVirgiaia  that  New  York 
tppoiou  her  Electors  by  the  Legislature,  or  to 
New  York  that  Viiginia  appoinu  her  Elactors 
by  general  ticket? 

It  is  ta  besape«  fancy,  rather  pretty  than  other- 
wise, tha(  the  whole  Uoion  shoiild  be  marked  off 
upon  the  RXAP  to  lots  ot  diatriets  of  thirty  miles 
iqusie.  aad  that  oa  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  th9  men  of  each,  district  should  vote  for 
Electors,  Bui  is  uniformity  then  obtained  ?  Not 
at  all.  Io  Virginia  none  could  vote  for  Electors, 
but  the  landholders^;  while  in  the  eoutignoua 
State  of  Aforylaud,  every  man  abov«  his  miaority 
would  hav«  a  voice  in  the  election.  To  obtain 
uniformity  you  most  either  force  the  asistocracy 
of  Virginia  to  mingle  their  suffrages  with  the 
democracy  of  the  Stat9,  or  you  muat  peissuade 
the  poor  of  Maryland  to  reliaquish  that  dearest 
of  ail  rights  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed. 
Where  is  the  gentleman  bold  enough  to  bint  at 
such  aa  invasion  of  the  rights  of  any  State  ? 

But  suppose  you  obtain  this  mighty  boon,  uni- 
formity— what  praetleal  benefit  do  you  secure? 
Sir,  it  is  a  shadow— a  phantom**a  thing  that 
sounds  smoothly,  but  of  no  real  value ;  and  to 
obtain  this  shadow,  I  can  never  consent  to  strip 
the  Sutes  of  an  important  sovereign  right,  and 
sink  them  into  in 


But  another  evil  is  mentkwed— the  power  and 
influence  of  the  great  States.  It  is  said  that 
Masmchneette,  New,  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia,  by  obtaining  twelve  votes  from  anr 
other  StatCj  and  adding  them  to  their  united  suf- 
frage, may  elect  a  President  in  defiance  of  all 
the  other  States. 

But  do  gentlemen  imagine  that  by  this  amend- 
meat  they  provide  a  remedjr  for  this  evil  ?  They 
are  utterly  mistaken.  A|pmst  this  evil  the  Ooa* 
stitution  originally  contained  an  ellbctual  antir 
dote ;  it  contained  a  provision  directiag  the  votes 
to  be  given  indiscriminately  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  he  who  had  the  greater  num- 
ber became  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

This  secured  to  the  small  States  the  pow«r  of 
defeating  the  combination  of  the  larger  States  in 
fiivor  of  any  individual  or  any  State.  It  also  en* 
abled  any  minority  of  States  to  defeat  any  caucus 
nomination  of  any  indtvidnal.  The  madness  and 
folly  of  the  small  States  sumndered  that  provi^ 
sion  to  the  violence  of  party.  They  consented  to 
strike  it  fram  the  Constitution,  and  no  man  can 
now  doubt  that  by  that  act  they  bound  them* 
selves  in  those  chains  which  they  ara  now  en- 
deavoring in  vain  to  burst  asunder-^smarting 
with  a  consciousness  of  their  own  fanatic  foUy, 
tbey  seem  ripe  for  any  chance.  ^*  Innovation, 
innovation,"  ts  the  oonstant  clamor;  ^^  our  con* 
dition  cannot  be  worse** any  change  must  im« 
proveonr  condition.'* 

Sir,  this  is  the  very  language  of  mortification 
and  despair.  Why  will  you  innovate?  You 
will  elEsct  nothing.  In  1802,  when,  worshipping 
the  rising  scar  of  Virginia,  you  surrendered  your 
powrer  to  the  clamor  of  party— -yuu  surv endered  it 
Hverat. 

Yon  may  struggle  in  the  toiU ;  you  may  clank 
your  chains  and  gnash  your  teeth  at  the  remem- 
brance of  your  own  folly ;  you  but  beat  the  air ; 
those  mammoth  Stales  who  hold  you  in  fetters 
will  but  laugh  at  your  bootless  rage,  and  draw 
them  the  closer. 

Pass  this  amendment,  you  leave  the  sfeat 
States  entire ;  their  power,  and  numbers,  attd  in* 
ftoence  remain  nnerippled.  Think  you  they  will 
imitate  the  ffuUibility  of  the  small  States,  and 
reiurn  what  has  been  niven  them  ?    District  the 

freai  States,  and  are  they  theraby  made  smaller? 
^  their  relative  power  diminishied?  And  if  in 
tiaaes  of  party  violence  some  hope  might  be  en- 
tertained that  diflerantdistriou  in  the  same  State 
might  return  Electors  of  different  political  views, 
yet  such  a  hope  would  be  now  idle. 

Those  party  feelings,  which  have  so  long  ar- 
rayed men  against  men  in  every  State,  are  fast 
suDsiding.  They  may  not  be  wholly  obliterated, 
but  I  do  apprehend  they  will  so  Ar  soon  vanish 
aa  to  leave  the  spirit  of  the  Slate  in  its  full  oper- 
atioB.  In  many,  nay  in  most  of  the  States,  this 
condition  of  parties  is  already  realized.  Unaided 
by  party  feehngs^  of  what  avail  to  reduce  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  great  States  will  your  districting 

gianbe?    Of-none  whatever.    The  pride  of  the 
kiate  will  be  felt  in  every  district,  and  in  perfect 
consent  they  will  return  an  unoivided  vote  in 
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fmTor  of  the  man  whom  a  caacnt  shall  designate 
as  the  Caesar  of  the  Republic. 

No,  sir,  yoQ  may  |>atch,  and  botch,  and  tinker 
the  Coastituiion,  until  its  own  flithers  shall  no 
longer  recognise  a  single  feature  of  its  early  ex- 
istence, yoo  will  not  remedy  the  eril.  There  is 
but  one  remedv :  coax,  if  you  can,  the  great  States 
to  relinquish  the  power  you  foolishly  gave  them, 
when,  in  compliment  to  Virginia,  you  immolated 
the  smaller  States  in  1802.  Then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  those  States  find  themselves  able  to 
frustrate  any  combination  in  favor  of  the  child  of 
party,  or  the  aspirinff  demagogue. 

Another  evil  has  been  meoiioned--*a  minority 
of  the  people  of  the  Union  may  now  actually 
elect  n  Chief  Magistrate.  If  this  be  so,  how  is  a 
remedy  provided  by  this  amendment  1  This  is 
not  the  result  of  the  mode  in  which  Electors  are 
appointed,  but  of  the  existence  of  Electors  in  our 
system*  So  long  as  an  intermediate  body  of  men 
is  interposed  between  the  people  and  the  Presi- 
dent, upon  the  vote  of  wnicn  the  election  de- 
pends, such  an  event  is  of  course  possible.  No 
matter  how  that  intermediate  body  of  men  is 
elected,  whether  by  districts,  by  general  ticket, 
or  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  so  long  ns  it  is 
constituted  of  members  elected  in  the  different 
Slates,  and  so  long  as  it  is  a  body  which  inde- 
pendently may  call  any  man  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
tracy, it  may  always  happen  that  the  voice  of 
the  minority  of  the  whole  Union  may  elect  the 
President. 

If  this  be  an  evil,  it  results  solely  from  the  ad- 
mission of  Electors  of  President  into  our  system. 
There  is  no  effectual  remedy  but  to  strike  from 
the  Constitution  the  office  of  Elector,  and  vest 
the  election  directljr  in  the  people.  I  imagine 
gentlemen,  in  all  their  rage  of  innovation,  are  not 
prepared  for  a  change  so  radical  and  dangerous; 
and  when  we  consider  that  the  case  has  not  yet 
occurred,  nor  is  likely  ever  to  occur,  we  need  not 
feel  much  anxiety  to  provide  barriers  against  it. 

Another  evil  has  uirnished  a  topic  for  much 
declamation.  We  are  told  that  in  some  of  the 
States  the  voice  of  the  minority  is  entirely  un- 
heard in  the  election  of  President.  And  is  not 
the  voice  of  the  minority  always  ineffectual  in 
every  election  ?  There  is  nothing  novel  in  this. 
If  the  States  are  districted,  the  minority  are  in 
the  same  predicament.  The  voice  of  the  minority 
in  each  district  will  never  be  heard ;  and  thus 
the  mischief,  if  indeed  it  be  at  all  a  mischief,  the 
same  in  principle,  the  same  in  extent,  but  varied 
only  in  form,  would  remain  in  all  its  force. 

The  truth  is,  in  every  election,  no  matter  what 
Its  form,  the  will  of  the  majority  most  prevail. 
Their  voice  must  be  victorious  in  every  choice ; 
and  that  of  the  minority  must  be  unregarded. 
The  committee  must  at  once  perceive  the  vanity 
of  any  attempt  to  remove  a  consequence  flowing 
directly  from  the  nature  of  every  free  Gbvern- 
ment,  and  from  the  essential  principles  of  repre- 
sentation. 

I  come  now  to  the  last  and  great  complaint. 
Executive  interference  in  the  election  of  a  suc- 
cessor— the  deformity  of  a  legislative  caueua-* 


State  intrif^nes-— have  been  rung  in  oar  ears  with- 
out cessation.  The  disgraceful  scenes  of  last 
winter  in  this  Capitol,  the  apathy  of  the  people, 
the  unconstitutional  mnnner  in  which  the  Chief 
Magistracy  has  been  disposed  of,  have  been  painted 
in  glowing  colors,  and  we  have  been  asked,  will 
you  not  talte  a  cure  for  all  these  disorders?  Here 
It  is — this  amendment-Make  it— the  monster  cau- 
cus will  die.  Executive  influence  is  strangled,  and 
State  intrigue  will  live  no  longer.  All  this  may 
be  so ;  but  before  I  take  theremedy,  I  wia^  to 
examine  its  composition.  I  would  snrrej  the 
disorders  to  be  removed  or  healed,  and  then  I 
would  examine  well  whether  the  remedy  offeied 
is  a  prescription  of  efficacv  nod  power,  or  whether 
it  be  some  nostrum  of  political  quackery,  before 
I  would  consent  to  swallow  it. 

That  great  abuses  have  entered  into  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chief  Magistmte,  none  can  deny.  That 
through  the  agency  of  that  modem  invention — a 
legislative  caucua---the  Executive  finds  no  diffi- 
ciilty  in  designating  his  iBUccessor  with  greater 
certainty  than  could  the  first  tyrants  of  imperinl 
Rome — the  Casars— who  should  succeed  them, 
is  unfortunately  too  true. 

That  in  many  of  the  States  the  manners  of  a 
party  have  converted  the  right  of  eleetion  into 
a  farce,  by  intrigues  and  violence,  without  prece- 
dent or  parallel,  is  perhaps  also  true.  Nor  can  I 
join  the  gentleman  from  Yirgittia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) in  exempting  his  "  own  dear  native  State" 
from  its  full  shaiv  in  these  disgraceful  scenes. 
On  the  contrary,  she  has,  in  my  opinion,  contrib- 
uted more  than  any  other  Staie-^nore  than  all 
other  Sutes— to  transfer,  substnatially,  the  elee- 
tion to  a  caucus  of  Congressmen,  and  to  fix  and 
perpetuate  the  influence  of  that  unconstitutional 
monster.  What  %vas  the  business  of  the  gnind 
committee  appointed  the  last  winter  at  Rich- 
mond? Why,  to  take  up  the  candidate  who 
should  be  manufactured  by  the  caucus  here ;  to 
nominate  Electors  who  should  pledge  their  votes 
to  that  candidate^  and  thus,  in  truth,  to  turn  the 
whole  affiiir  in  that  State  to  a  facee  or  a  ahadow. 
This  was  accomplished  by  that  committee,  and 
so  effectually  accomplished,  that  I  doubt  much 
whether  any  man  has  even  thought  of  asking  for 
whom  the  Virginia  Electors  had  voted.  They 
were  pledged  before  they  were  chosen  to  vote  for 
the  caucus  candidate,  and  no  man  donbu  they 
have  redeemed  the  pledge.  Thus  in  Virginia  the 
legitimacy  of  caucus  nomination  has  been  fully 
sanctioned;  ia  no  other  State  has  the  game  been 
played  with  such  unblushing  impudence.  But 
by  what  strange  course  of  reasoiuog  have  gentle- 
men brought  themselves  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  propowHi  amendment  will  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  these  alarming  scenes  ?  Vain,  and 
worse  than  vain,  is  this  effort  to  restrain  a  domi- 
nant party.  Divide  the  State  into  districts^  will 
that  destroy  the  caucus?  O,  no ;  the  men  whose 
interesU  it  may  be  to  preserve  the  monster,  will 
still  protect  him.  He  will  laugh  at  your  vain 
attempts,  and  again  and  again  trampling  down 
the  weak  fences  of  the  Constitution,  he  will,  as 
it  shall  please  him,  or  rather  as  it  shall  please  the 
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existing  Exeentire,  make  and  tramake  Presidents 
with  the  same  ease  as  did  the  Prsstortan  cohorts 
the  masters  of  the  Roman  world. 

Do  geotJemen  think  that  districts  will  he  less 
under  the  cotitrol  of  a  caacus  than  States?    Or 
that  States,  when  districted,  will  he  less  subject 
to  this  influence  than  at  present?  On  the  contra- 
ry, in  proportion  as  you  narrow  the  territory,  the 
intelligence^  the  wealth,  and   the  integrity  upon 
which  that  influence  is  to  operate,  do  you  gi?e 
force  and  facility  to  its  operations.    Do  you  be- 
lieve the  future  candidates,  the  future  Secretaries 
of  State,  will  be  destitute  of  the  powers  of  calcit- 
lation?    Tbey  will  be  able  to  count  the  districts 
secured  to  their  influence,  and  thcfise  that  are  of 
doubtful  or  opposite  eharacter.    In  the  latter,  it 
will  onlv  be  necessary  to  secure  a  few  leading 
men,  and  upon  them  thev  will  bear  down  with 
the  united  influence  of  a  legislative  caucus,  the 
patronage  of  the  Oeneral  Qoveroment,  and  the 
power  and  in  trigue s  of  the  State,  in  which  the 
districts  are  situated.    Can  they  fail  thus  to  tri- 
umph in  any  district?    Let  it  nit  be  forgotten, 
too,  that  these  districts  are  to  be  arranged  by  the 
States  themselves.    Will  they  fail  so  to  arrange 
them  as  to  ^ive  the  most  ample  facility  to  all 
this  sinister  influence? 

What  is  the  language  of  experience  upon  this 
subject  of  districting  ?  Recur  a  moment  to  the 
conduct  of  the  States  in  the  exercise  of  this  very 
right. 

I  had,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature  of  New  York^  when  that  State  was 
last  divided  into  districts  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing members  of  ibis  House.  How  were  they  laid 
sff  ?  With  the  sole  view  of  returning  as  doany  of 
the  supporters  of  Administration  as  possible  to 
thb  Honae.  With  that  view,  couaiies  were  oat 
and  slashed  in  everv  dtreciioo;  districts,  single, 
double,  aod  treble,  of  every  shape  and  of  every 
size,  were  manufactured;  cities  were  sundered, 
and  the  parts  whose  political  character  was  not 
of  the  right  sort  were  connected  with  counties  at 
the  distance  of  an  hundred  miles;  towns  were  cut 
oat  of  the  very  heart  of  a  county,  and  annexed  to 
other  counties.  la  short,  no  device,  however 
shamerul,  was  omitted  to  obtain  the  result,  and 
the  result  was  obtained.    For.  although  the  great 

S>Uiical  parties  were  then  nearly  balancd  in  the 
tate,  yet  so  were  the  districts  contrived,  and  so 
do  they  still  exist,  that  not  more  than  six  or  seven 
of  the  twenty-seven  Represenoitives  of  that  State 
can  ever  represent  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the 
minority.  Sir,  these  facts  are  notorious.  An 
honorable  colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Taylor)  had 
then  a  seat  in  the  New  York  Legislature,  and 
stood  among  the  leaders  of  the  majority.  He, 
at  least,  cannot  doubt  the  accuracy  of  my  state- 
ment. 

Qentlemen  have  surely  heard  of  the  Senatorial 
districts  of  Massachusetts;  their  form,  ''if  form 
indeed,  they  had,  that  shape  had  none,'' set  ail  de- 
scription at  defiance.  Pjctores  were  drawn  of 
them,  and  fao  similies  circulated  in  the  newapa* 
pers.  They  were,  indeed,  like  nothing  in  the 
heavens  above,  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the 
14th  Con.  2d  Sbss.— lid 


waters  under  the  earth.  No  language  heretofore 
invented  could  give  any  idea  of  tneir  peculiar  at- 
tributes; and  the  good  men  of  Massachusetts 
were  driven  to  invent  a  new  political  nomencla* 
turf  to  talk  about  them  intelligibly.  They  were 
called  Qerrymaoders,  from  the  name  of  the  gen- 
th?man  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  faction 
which  produced  the  shapeless  brood.  I  will  men- 
tion but  one  more  instance — within  the  view  of 
this  Capitol,  any  gentleman  may  behold  a  practU 
cal  lesson  oo  this  very  subject. 

For  the  purpose  of  electing  an  Elector  of  Presi- 
dent, the  county  of  Montgomery  is  most  unnatu- 
rally separated;  a  ^rt  of  it,  hitherto  of  high  Fed- 
eral tone  in  politics,  is  annexed  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore;  they  are  connected  by  a  small  strip 
of  land,  running  the  whole  length  of  the  county 
of  Anne  Arundel.  Those  who  know  the  politi- 
cal character  of  Montgomery,  and  that  of  Balti- 
more, will  be  at  no  loss  to  find  the  inducement 
which  led  a  party  to  force  them  into  this  unnatu- 
ral alliance. 

With  these  fkcta  in  full  view,  can  gentlemen 
hope  any  good  from  their  districting  plan?  Will 
it  prevent  future  caucussing?  Will  it  prevent 
State  intrigue?  Will  it  secure  a  fair  hearing  to 
the  voice  uf  the  minority  in  each  Sute?  Will  it 
palsy  Executive  influence,  or  prevent  Bxecutive 
interposition?  On  the  contrary,  the  vilest  char- 
acter of  party  will  be  exhibited,  in  contriving  dis- 
tricts to  give  an  undivided  party  vote.  ICach 
district,  insulated  and  unsupported,  will  become 
the  victim  of  caucus  influence,  State  intrigue,  and 
Executive  patronage. 

Mr.  Chairman,  ttie  source  of  all  these  evils  is 
the  practice  of  legislative  caucussing ;  this  prac- 
tice must  cea^e,  and  with  it  the  evils  will  vanish; 
no  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will  eflect  this 
desirable  object.  The  Constitution  now  provides 
that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  qualified  to 
vote  for  a  President,  xet,  have  not  the  majoritj 
of  Congress  expressly  violated  the  spirit  of  thia 
prohibition  ?  Have  they  not,  in  truth,  by  this  new 
invention  of  caucussing,  become  electors  dejaeto 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  ?  True,  they  only  ^  rec- 
ommend." Str^Ietus  not  be  imposed  upon  t^ 
the  joggle  of  names.  Do  we  not  know  that  thia 
"  recommendation,"  made  iu  solemn  convention, 
signed  by  chairmaa  and  secretary,  is  lantamooat 
to  an  election  ?  Has  nut  experience  shown  be- 
yond the  power  of  cavil,  that  when  the  caucus  at 
Washiogioo  decides,  the  business  is  aubstaotially 
doae,  and  all  that  remains  is  a  eeremontoos  mae^ 
ing  of  men  chosen  and  pledged  to  register  is  due 
and  Constitutional  form  the  mandate  of  the  cau- 
cus? The  Cubstitution,  then,  is  violated;  and  if 
a  dominant  party  in  the  Legislature  of  the  natioa 
can  thus  openly  trample  on  the  charter,  and  if  the 
delusiuns  of  party  can  prevail  on  the  people  to 
view  with  applause  the  proceeding,  in  it  uot  mere 
babbling  to  talk  of  ertrctiug  other  Constitutional 
fences  to  guard  the  purity  of  election? 

And  who  are  the  gentlemen  that  urge  us  to 
this  cours«?  Are  they  the  very  statesmen  who 
havebrokep  down  the  iVnces  of  the  Constitution 
and  let  in  this  flood  of  evils  upon  the  country  ? 
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Ad4  what  is  the  sabMance  of  their  laogiiage? 
Oar  fathers  framed  a  scheme  of  Goyernmeat  wise 
ill  all  its  parts — strong  for  the  protection  of  our 
rights;  it  was  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  it 
should  have  been  sacred  from  violation ;  to  gratify 
the  ambition  of  one  man  wt  tore  away  one  barrier 
against  despotic  power.  To  perpetuate  the  tri- 
umphs of  party,  we  seized  with  audacious  vio^ 
lence  the  rights  deposited  in  other  hands.  We 
violated  the  spirit  or  the  great  charter.  We  top- 
pled the  Constitution  from  its  base.  "  We  intro- 
*  duced  a  legislative  monster,  called  a  caucus, 

<  frhicb  has  devoured  our  rights,  and  threatens  to 

<  traniple  down  our  dearest  liberties.  Come  for- 
'  ward,  how,  you  that  are  innocent  of  the  deed,  aid 
'  us  to  restore  what  our  violence  has  destroyed." 

Well,  sir,  we  will  do  so ;  but,  under  pretence  of 
restoring  what  has  been  destroyed,  we  .cannot 
consent  to  pluck  Trom  tl^e  Constitution  almost  its 
last  federative  principlet  To  accomplish  the  oh* 
ject,  it  is  not  necessary  to  add  new  patches  to  the 
Constitution.  This  constant  tinkering  will  only 
produce  new  evils. 

'  No,  sir,  let  the  majority  of  Congress  cease  to 
do  evil.  Lei  them  scorn  to  be  made  the  instru- 
ments of  partjT,  to  elevate  any  man  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution.  Let  them  meet  no  more  in 
caucus.  Give  not  to  the  President  and  his  min- 
ions that  wide  field  for  sinister  influence  and  in- 
trigue. Let  the  States,  as  directed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, appoint,  as  it  shall  please  them  best, 
their  own  ^lectors,  and  leave  them  to  perform 
their  duty  uninfluenced  by  any  mandates  issued 
from  a  caucus  convened  in  this  Capitol. 

Thiis,  and  thus  only,  sir,  can  the  object  be  ac- 
complished. When  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
take  this  patriotic  stand  against  Executive  influ- 
ence and  party  corruption,  the  evils  of  which  they 
complain  will  vanish,  and  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  tnis  nation  will,  as  in  the  better  times  of  our 
Republic,  depend  on  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
not  on  the  voice  of  a  faction,  to  elevate  him  to 
honor  and  to  power. 

The  debate  continued  until  past  three  o^clock, 
when  the.amendments  offered  to  the  original  pro- 
position having  been  rejected,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  second  and  last  number  of  the  pro- 
portion in  the  following  words : 

^A  diviaion  of  the  States  into  districts,  for  choosing 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  into  districts  for  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  take 
plaoe,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  each  enn- 
meratum  and  apportionment  of  BepresentatiTes  ahall 
be  made,  which  diatiiets  shall  remain  unaltered,  until 
afUr  the  saoceeding  enumeration  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives. 

And  decided  as  follows:  For  the  clause  87, 
against  it  51. 

There  being  a  sufficient  majority  to  carry  the 
question  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  not 
sufficient  to  sanction  the  proposition  eventually, 
the  consent  ot  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  being 
necessary,  the  Committee  rose  and,  reported  the 
resolution  to  the  Honse. 


Mr.  PiOKBRiNG,  of  MassachuseltSy  proposed  fai* 
ther  amendments;  when  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


MoNDAT}  December  23. 

Two  other  member^,  to  wit:  from  North  Car- 
olina, William  H.  Mdbfbee,  and  from  Georgia, 
Wilson  Lumpkin,  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virffinia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis;  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Electioas,  reported  the  sufficiency  of  the 
credentials  of  the  following  new  membiers  who 
have  uken  their  seats :  W.  P.  Maclay,  of  Penn- 
sylvania; TaoMAa  M.  Nelson,  and  JoBN  Tyler, 
of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbappell,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal  in£ 
the  several  laws  which  bar  from  settlement  ana 
payment  the  claims  against  the  Gtovernmeat,  de- 
nominated, 

Loan  office  certificates, 
Indente  for  interest  on  the  poblio  dfM> 
Final  settlement  certifieateei 
Commissioner's  certificates. 
Army  oommissionsr's  certificaten, 
Credito  given  in  lieu  of  Army  certificates  cancelled, 
Credito  for  the  pay  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certi- 
ficates were  iasuedy  and 
Invalid  pensions. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsiobnt  of  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  Houu  of  RtjtntaUaiive*  of  the  Vmitd  StaUi  : 
In  compliance  with  the  resointion  of  the  House  of 
Representativss  of  the  6th  instent,  I  tranamil  Id  them 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commiasionwr  appointed  under 
the  act  *'  to  authoriie  the  payonent  for  property  loot, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  white  in  the  mili- 
tory  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  poi^ 
poses,"  as  reported  by  the  Commiasioner  to  the  JDe- 
partment  of  War. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
DxcaMBaa  21,  1816. 

Some  rather  desaltory  debate  took  place  on  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to  have  the 
report  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House ;  which 
was  objected  to  by  some  as  being  wholly  unneces* 
sary ;  and  by  others  advocated,  not  only  as  being 
necessary,  but  as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course. 
The  debate  ultim^ted  in  a  decision  in  favor  of 
printing  the  report. 

Mr.  Taui«,  of  Elentucky,  then  moved  to  dis* 
charge  the  committee  of  investigation,  into  this 
subject,  from  its  further  consideration,  wiih  a  view 
to  bring  the  subject  generallv  before  the  House  ^ 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Wilde,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lake  up  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  Univer* 
sity ;  and  Mr.  JouNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  called  up 
one  of  the  bills  reported  by  the  Military  Com* 
.mittee.    Both  motions  were  negatived. 

Mr.  FoBEYTH,  of  Gkoiyia,  from  the  Comnut- 
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tei!  on  FMtifft  R^Utions,  reported  xke  fbtlowiog 
bill: 

An  Act  eoneeraSng  the  nrrigttidn  of  the  tJnitod 

Sutflf. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'e->  That,  after  the  -*«—  dmj  of 

ao  goodi*  waice,  or  merchtndiae,  efaafl  be  imported 
into  the  United  Statei,  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  exe^t  in  Teiieli  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
such  loreign  Teteek  ai  trolj  and  whollj  belong  to  the 
citizena  or  aabjecte  of  that  oountrj  of  which  the  gooda 
are  the  growth,  prodoetion  or  manniactare ;  or  liom 
whidi  such  goooa,  waree,  or  merchandiee  can  only 
be,  or  moit  naoaBy  are,  fisit  shipped  for  transpor- 
tation :  Promdedf  nevertkekeit  That  thia  act  shall  not 
extend  to  the  veasels  of  any  ibreign  nation  which  has 
•ot  adopted,  aad  which  shall  not  adopt  a,  similar  rega* 
lation  of  commerce. 

8xc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  aU  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  tras  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
the  ship  or  Teasel  wherein  the  same  ahall  be  imported, 
together  with  her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  fomitore, 
shall  be  infttted  to  the  United  States;  and  such  goods, 
waxes,  or  merchandise,  ship,  or  Tessel,  and  cargo,  shall 
be  liable  to  be  aetxed,  prosecnted  and  condemned,  in 
like  manner,  and  nnder  the  aame  regulations,  restric* 
tions,  and  pwTiaiona,  as  have  been  heretofore  estab* 
lished  lor  the  seeoTery,  collection,  diatribution,  and  re^ 
mimion  of  ibiieitnree  to  the  United  States,  by  the 
seferal  revanoe  laws. 

Mr.  FoRBTTS,  from  the  aftme  oemmittee,  nlao 
reported  a  bill  aOppleme Diary  to  th«  act  regalat- 
iog  the  dttiiee  on  imports  and  toonage,  passed  27th 
of  April  1816. 

These  taro  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  HooB  NsLaoif^  of  Virgioia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee po  Ihe  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  proride 
for  the  poblication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Coart  of  the  United  States.  [To  pay  a 
sakiy  to  the  Reporter  appointed  by  the  Court, 
provided  the  decisnoos  of  the  Court  should  be 
published  within  six  months  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Court,  and  a  certain  number  of  copies 
thereof  delivered  to  the  office  of  State.]  The  bill 
Was  committed. 

Mt.  Nblson,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  anthorixfang  the  appointment  of  Ciiciiit  Judgsa, 
and  in  other  purpoees. 

Be  it  eMded  4t.,  That,  from  and  after  the  — -  day 
of——  next,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justicee 
of  tile  Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  cease 
to  be  Judgea  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
Statee. 

Sac.  H.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  — —  daT  of  —  next,  in  lieu  of  the  term 
now  establiehed  by  law,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Stataa  ahall  be  holden  at  the  Seat  of  Govern* 
ment  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  of  every  year. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  funrther  enacted.  That,  in  lien  of 
the  present  Circuit  Courts,  there  shall  be  appointed 
snd  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Statee,  a  Judge  to  be  called  a  Circuit  Judge,  who  shall, 
together  with  the  District  Judge,  hold  the  cncuit 


ee«rt»  fat  the  leepeotive  diatvidB  withfai  hie  citeuii 
ahd  who  shall  have  and  possees  all  the  rights,  poweii^ 
authority,  and  perform  tiM  duties  which  by  law  now 
devolve  upon  or  may  be  executed  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Supiome  Courts^  ea  Judges  of  the  Cireatt  OouiH 
within  their  teepeetive  carcuita.  And  oadi  of  the  aeSd 
Cireult  Judges  ahall  receive,  ea  an  aanttal  salary  or 
compensation  for  his  services  duiing  his  eontinaanee  vk 
ofltce,  the  eum  of  — .dollars^  payable  qnarfer-yeactyrt 
the  Treaaury  of  the  United  Statee. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  eommltted. 

NEW  STATf  PROPOSED. 

Mr.  Lattimoab,  from  the^eet  committee  ap* 
pointed  on  the  9tb  instant,  oa  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  firay- 
ing  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  made 
a  detailed  report,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  L* 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
l^orernmeot,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Uniou  on  an  equal  fbotiag  with  the  ori* 
gioal  States ;  which  wa^i  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Mississippi  Territory  contains,  aoeording  to  a 
cenaoe  lately  taken  under  ea  ael  of  the  LagiifatnMy 
and  farnished  bv  the  Seeretary  of  the  aaid  Territofy, 
76,612  eoals;  of  whom  46,086  ars  free  while  persons^ 
366  free  noofde  of  eoler,  and  80,061  alaves.  By  the 
sftides  of  agreement  between,  the  Untied  States  and 
the  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  stipnialed  tiiat  tiiis  Teiiitoiw 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  aa  a  Stale  when  tt 
shall  contain  60,000  free  inhabitanta,  or  at  an  earlier 
period  if  Congress  shsll  deem  it  expedient.  Henoe,  it 
appears  that  its  admission  at  thia  time  depends,  not 
upon  the  claim  derived  from  the  above^nentloned  agree  ■ 
ment  with  Georgia,  but  upon  a  liberal  policy  on  the 
part  o'f  the  United  States.  It  would  seem  to  be  enpei^ 
duous  in  your  committee  to  recommend  that  conaider^ 
ations  of  a  deficiency  of  numbers  be  waived  in  this 
case,  seeing  that  the  House  of  Representatives  havo 
passed  three  bills,  at  difierent  periods,  for  the  admia- 
aion  of  this  Territory,  when  its  population  was  much 
smaller  than  it  is  at  this  time. 

But  it  becomes  a  question  whether  the  object  of  the 
memorialists  can  be  ultimately  attained,  or  ought  to  be 
attained,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  aaked.  It  will  be 
readily  perceived  Uiat  your  committee  allude  to  the  <^ 
jection  to  the  extent  of  the  Territory  in  question,  whidi 
the  memorialists  pray  may  be  embraced  within  the  Urn* 
its  of  a  single  State.  Whether  such  a  measure  might, 
in  any  poesiUe  contingencv,  aflect  the  general  interest 
of  the  Union,  it  is  possible  that  a  difSrence  of  aenti* 
ment  may  etist.  Tour  comnuttee  presume  that  it  ia 
not  required  of  them  to  discuss  this  question,  as  it  ia 
one  on  whieh  eve^  member  of  the  House  will  form  an 
opinion  for  himseb  They  will,  however,  beg  leave 
barely  to  remark,  that  they  cannot  believe  a  State  of 
such  unprecedented  magnitude  as  the  one  contemplated 
by  the  memorialists  can  be  desirable  to  any  section  of 
the  United  States.  In  relation  to  the  interest  of  the 
Territory  itself,  it  may  be  more  within  tiie  province  of 
your  committee  to  give  their  opinion,  with  the  facts 
upon  whidi  it  is  formed. 

It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  calculate  how  many 
square  miles,  or  how  many  millions  of  acres,  tiie  Ihfis* 
aissippi  Territory  contains,  as  its  sixe  Is  sulRflientiy 
appeient  from  a  mere  glaUce  at  the  map.    But  there 
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m  other  cireamsUncM  of  a  local  nature  whidi  an  not 
to  oUrioua  to  the  Hooee,  and  which,  therefi»re»  the 
eonimittee  will  proceed  to  state. 

There  are  in  this  Tenitorj  three  principal  settle- 
nents,  which  lie,  as  to  their  relative  positions,  some- 
what in  a  triangolar  form,  Tiy :  one»  ioimediatelj  be- 
low the  thirty -fifth  degree  of  latitude,  on  the  Tennessee 
liver;  anoUier,  immediately  above  the  thiity-first  de- 
gree, on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  other,  siso  imme- 
diately above  the  thirty-fint  degree,  on  the  Mobile. 
From  the  settlement  on  the  Tennessee  to  that  on  the 
Mississippi,  the  distance  is  about  fonr  handred  miles, 
all  of  which  is  a  wilderness,  excepting  so  far  as  it  is 
settled  by  the  Chiekesew  and  Chocuw  Indians,  by 
whom  these  immense  regions  are  claimed.  From  the 
settlement  on  the  Mississippi  to  that  on  the  Mobile,  the 
distance  Is  nearly  three  handred  miles.  Here  the  In- 
dian daim  is  extingvished ;  but  the  intermediate  set- 
tlements from  Pearl  river,  eastwardly,  are  insulated 
and  of  small  extent  From  the  settlement  on  the  Mo- 
bile to  that  on  the  Tennerece,  the  distance  is  about 
three  hundred  miles  also ;  and  here,  too,  the  Indian 
claims  are  now  extinguished  to  the  whole  of  this  ex- 
tensive and  interesting  tract  of  country,  which  will, 
no  doubt,  soon  exhibit  a  flourishing  settlement,  ex- 
tending from  the  Tennessee  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
00*  Between  the  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  set- 
tlements, and  between  the  Miisissippi  and  the  Mobile 
settlements,  there  is  not,  and  probably  never  will  be, 
any  commercial  intercourse  whatever;  but  between 
tfie  Mobile  and  the  Tennessee  settlements,  such  sn 
intercourse  cannot  fail  to  take  place  when  the  inter- 
vening country  shall  be  settled,  and  its  fine  navigable 
streams  explored  and  improved. 

The  whole  Mississippi  Territory  formed  into  a  sin- 
gle State  would  not  on  It  be  very  inconvenient  to  a 
vast  majority  of  those  of  its  inhabitants  whose  duty  or 
interest  might  call  them  to  the  Seat  of  Gtovernment, 
hut  would  also  prove,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, too  extensive  for  its  Executive  to  suppress  internal 
disordera  in  all  parts,  and  repel  external  invasions  st 
aU  points,  with  necessary  promptness,  energy,  and 
effect  But  another  objection  to  an  entire  admission 
id  the  Territorr  arises  from  the  want  of  a  continuity  of 
settlement  and  a  reciprocity  of  interest  between  its 
distant  parts.  The  former  of  these  defects  might,  per- 
haps, be  merely  inconvenient;  but  the  latter  could  not 
fru  to  be  a  permanent  source  of  real  evil  to  the  legis- 
lative councils  of  the  country,  and,  of  consequence,  to 
the  community  at  large.  Your  committee  need  not 
express  their  apprehensions  in  detail,  as  the  House 
will  readily  conceive  how  naturally  jealousies  would 
arise,  and  collisions  ensue,  amongtt  the  representatives 
of  a  people  inhabiting  different  regions,  having  dis- 
tinct local  interests,  and  entertaining  oppoeite  views. 
There  is  much  cause  to  fear  that,  iu  such  a  stste  of 
tii^ipgB*  sectional  feelings  would  prevail  over  principles 
of  justice,  and  local  policy  over  the  general  good. 

From  the  above  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Mississippi  Territory  should  be 
divided  by  a  north  and  souUi  line,  for  the  purpoee  of 
erecting  the  same  into  two  separate  and  independent 
States.  In  proposing  this  messure,  they  feel  no  little 
reluctance  in  doitag  it,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a 
great  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Territory ;  and  this 
reluctance  would  be  more  difficult  to  overcome,  but  for 
the  consideration  that  there  is,  on  tbe  other  hand,  a 
great  portion  also  of  the  same  people  who  are  in  favor 
of  the  measure  proposed.    This  is,  probably,  a  ques- 


tion on  which  these  people  would  never  agree  amongit 
themselves ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  tbe  parental 
interposition  of  the  Oeneral  Government  to  decide  it 
for  them  in  such  a  way  as  msy  be  best  adapted  to 
their  local  interests,  and  not  incompatible  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  States.  But,  in  reoommendtng 
a  division  of  this  Territory,  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  suggest  such  a  plan  of  division  as  will  not  probably 
retard  the  admission  of  either  part  beyond  the  period 
at  which  its  inhsbitsnts  would  be  entitled  to  a  Stats 
government,  in  virtue  of  the  agreement  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  Sute  of  Georgia. 

As  there  is  siready  west  of  the  line  of  diviiion 
which  will  be  proposed  a  population  that  would  be 
entitled  to  one  Representative  in  Congrese,  on  the 
federal  principle  of  representation,  and  according  to 
the  preeent  apportionment,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  immediate  admisoon  of  this 
western  pert  of  the  Territory,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  separate  Territorial  Government  for  the  eastern 
part,  until  it  also  may  be  entitled,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, to  the  rights  of  a  State. 

With  respect  to  the  line  of  division,  it  ii  nstural  that 
the  citixens  of  the  Territory  shoold,  according  to  their 
reepective  local  situations,  entertain  a  variety  of  ooq* 
flicting  opinions,  and  cherish  a  diveni^  of  opposite 
hopes.  It  wss  a  question  of  some  difficulty  with  your 
committee ;  snd  their  decision  is  the  result  of  a  di^osl- 
tion  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  present  inhabitants,  to 
provide  for  the  convenience  of  iutore  settlers,  and  to 
promote  the  interest  of  the  whole.  The  line  which  the 
committee  propoee  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
is  deeignatod  in  the  two  bUis  which  they  have  prepsmd 
for  the  purposes  herein  recommended,  and  which  tbey 
ask  leave  to  report 


CmtiMr  of  MiMits$ippi  n 

rrUorjf. 

' 

Frtewbilr 

ireepsofito 
flfeslur. 

Slawa 

Adams            ... 

8,eo8 

189 

6,394 

Wilkinson      ... 

8,218 

8 

4,067 

Amite 

3,866 

19 

1,694 

Jeffiirson         ... 

8,881 

— 

8,877 

Claiborne       ... 

1,716 

88 

1,790 

Warren          •        .        . 

801 

14 

766 

Franklin         ... 

1,701 

4 

1,013 

Pike 

8,078 

1 

689 

Lawrence       ... 

1,867 

* 

417 

Marion            ... 

1,016 

• 

686 

Greene           ... 

1,867 

mm 

888 

Wayne           -        -        - 

1,666 

1 

617 

Hancock,  (supposed) 

666 

— 

884 

Jsckson          ... 

714 

48 

865 

Madison         •        .       • 

10,000 

-. 

4,800 

Clarke 

8,767 

16 

1,384 

Washington   ... 

1,888 

— 

671 

Monroe           ... 

8,685 

78 

1,609 

Baldwin         ... 

436 

43 

684 

Mobile,  (supposed)  • 

666 

- 

334 

Total 

46,086 

866 

80,061 

Mr.  LiLTTiMOBB  abo  reported  a  bill  to  esinbltsh 
a  separate  T^rriturial  ffovernmeol  fur  tbe  easlera 
part  of  the  MtsM5sippi  Territory  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  commiited  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  appoiaied* 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVBMENT. 

Mr.  Calbooic,  of  Sooth  GaroUnai  from  the 
eommitcee  co  whom  the  sabject  was  referred,  re- 
ported  the  following  bill: 
A  Biil  to  let  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  faod 

lor  internal  loiprovemeBts,  the  bonus  of  the  National 

Bank,  and  the  United  8utes  ahare  of  its  dividends. 

Bt  it  enacted,  4e^  That  the  United  States'  share  of 
the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank,  and  the  bonns  for 
Its  charter,  be  and  the  same  are  herebj  set  apart  and 
permanently  pledged  as  a  fiind  fbr  constmcling  roads 
and  canals ;  and  that  it  be  aobjeet  to  snch  specific  ap- 
propriations, in  that  respect,  as  Congress  may  here- 
after make. 

8io.  S.  And  be  Ufitrther  enacted.  That  the  said 
fond  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasaiy  for  tfar-time  being ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his 
dutj,  unless  otherwise  directed,  to  vest  the  said  divi- 
dends, if  not  spedfieally  appropriated  by  Congress,  in 
the  slock  of.  the  United  8uiee ;  which  stock  shall  ac* 
cms  to,  and  is  herd>y  constituted  a  part  of  said  land 
for  constmcling  of  roads  and  canals. 

8tc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  unless  otherwise 
directed,  to  Test  the  bonus  for  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank,  as  it  may  fall  due,  in  the  stock  of  the  United 
States;  and  also  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  their  an- 
nual session,  the  oondition  of  the  said  fund« 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

VACCINATION. 

The  Hoase  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  of 
New  Jersey,  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  encourage  ?ac- 
einatioo* 

[The  bill  prescribes  eeriain  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  agent  for  racci nation,  auch  as  fur- 
nishing matter  and  instructions  to  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  annoally  to  every  post  office  in  the 
United  States;  and  provides  that  the  agent  shall 
for  bis  services  receive  a  salary  from  the  Gov- 
ernment.] 

The  bill  pasMd  on  without  debate,  until  that 
part  of  the  bill  came  under  consideration,  which 
designates  the  amount  of  the  salary  to  be  allowed 
to  the  agf  ot. 

Mr.  Coif  DicT  moved  to  fix  the  salarj  at  $2,000 ; 
Mr.HABM,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  $1,500;  and 
Mr.  Ro88,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,000. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  82,000  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Messrs,  Combtock,  of  New  York,  Woodward, 
of  South  Carolina,  Condiot,  and  Soutbabd,  of 
New  Jersey,  supported  $1,500,  at  some  length,  by 
arguments  having  reference  to  the  labor  and  great 
importance  of  the  services  required ;  and  Mr. 
Ross,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  it,  on  the  ground 
of  iis  being  more  than  sufficient  compensation  for 
an  officer  who  could  at  the  same  time  pursue  his 
own  profession.  Mr.  Tatlok,  of  New  York,  also 
support^  9I|500,  in  a  decided  speech,  grounded 
OQ  the  inceesant  care  and  labor,  and  arduous  do- 
ties,  to  be  devolved  on  thia  officer. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  fix  the  salary  at  $1,800. 
This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  small  majority. 
The  question  was  uken  on  $1,500,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Condiot,  of  New  Jersey,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  add  an  allowance  "  for  sta- 
tionerv  and  printing,  provided  the  same  do  not 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.'^  Negatived. 

After  some  further  proceedings,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading* 


Tubbdat,  December  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provi- 
sion, by  law,  to  authorize  the  importers  of  any 
?;oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  brought  from  any 
breign  port  or  place  into  the  port  of  New  Or* 
leans,  and  destined  for  Cincinnati,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  to  give  bond  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties  on  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
made  payable  to  the  collector  to  be  appointed  at 
Ciucinnati ;  which  bonds  shall  specify  the  usual 
terms  of  credit,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
arrival,  on  delivery  of  such  merchandise  at  that 
place ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm,  to  which  Committee  of  the  Whole  had 
also  been  committed,  the  ^*  bill  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  John  Ricaud  from  imprlsonmenL"  and 
the  ^bill  directing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel 
Taft  from  imprisonment." 

The  bills  were  reported  without  amendment. 

The  bill  first  mentioned  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  the  two  latter  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  on  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslett,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  for  a  third  readioc. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  discussing  the  bill  di* 
reeling  the  opening  a  road  from  Reynoldsburgin 
Tennessee;  and,  after  it  bad  progressed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wbbbtbr,  after  a  considerable  debato, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  [Mr.  WbbbtrRi 
Mr.CALBOiiN,  and  others,  advocated  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  act  specially  on  any  par- 
ticular road,  whilst  a  general  bill  on  the  subject 
was  yet  likely  to  pass  at  the  session.  By  Messrs. 
McLban.  of  Kentucky,  Reynolds,  Robbrtson, 
and  Hardin,  the  particular  friends  of  the  bill, 
the  motion  was  strongly  opposed,  on  the  groand 
that  the  road  did  not, come  tinder  the  general 
class  of  roads  and  other  internal  improvementS| 
being  one  of  necessity,  no  road  now  existing  there, 
and  being  indispensable  to  enable  the  boatmen 
fVom  New  Orleans,  and  others  to  return  home  by 
anything  like  a  direct  track.] 

EDUCATION  OF  SOLDUSSS'  ORPHANS. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  propose 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  a  measurOi 
whicb,  if  adopted,  would  tend  to  make  the  insti- 
tution for  military  education  at  West  Point  more 
honorable^  and  perhaps  more  useful  to  the  nation. 
He  did  not  mean  to  enter  at  all  into  the  couisr 
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panned  in  regmrd  to  that  aeademy,  either  at  it 
respected  the  QoTeraiiieDt  or  the  persons  empl«sr- 
ed:  bttt  ts  the  institntioa  exists,  he  meaort  to 
make  a  proposition,  which  would  render  it*niore 
ccediiahieto  the  United  States  than  it  isat  present, 
kowerer  weli  mana^*  If  youths  were  to  be 
educated  at  the  public  expense.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
should  like  to  see  some  rule  estaolisbed  by  which 
those  should  receive  this  privilege  who  had  some 
claim  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  the  institution  to  be 
filled  by  the  sons  of  the  influential  and  the  wealthy 
only. 

He  should  greatly  prefer  a  moderate  degree  of 
education,  to  be  equally  diffused  among  ail  the 
members  of  the  community,  to  any  excess,  in  the 
possession  of  a  few:  he  would  rather  that  every 
man  in  the  nation  should  understand  his  native 
language,  and  a  few  of  the  necessary  rules  of  arith- 
metic, than  that  literatuie.  of  however  high  de* 
Sree ,  should  be  exelusively  possessed  by  some 
ozensof  persons^soaltered  over  the  United  States. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  by  establishing  institu- 
tions as  now  contemplated,  we  began  at  the  wrong 
end  of  society.  The  erection  of  such  institutions 
rather  shows  the  ostentation  of  the  Government 
than  iu  benevolence  or  wisdom— remarks,  how- 
ever, which,  he  said,  belonged  to  a  (question  which 
mignt  ariae  during  the  session,  but  was  not  now 
befire  the  Houae» 

On  reflecting  on  tlie  question  who  were  best 
entitled  to  notice  from  their  Government,  the 
mind  was  at  once  struck  with  the  impression,  th^ 
there  is  one  class  peculiarly  entitled  to  iu  justice 
and  favor*  He  ajiluded  to  the  sons  of  those  who 
bad  (alien  in  the  acrvioe  of  their  country.  Hav- 
ing been  thua  deprived  of  their  parents,  they 
ought  to  fin4  ia  society  a  father.  If  any  class 
was  entitled  to  peculiar  favor  from  the  country, 
it  was  the  sons  of  those  who  had  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  leaving  to  their  children  the  inheri- 
tance of  their  braverv  and  their  poverty.  It  be- 
comes US|  said  Mr*  K.,  to  relieve  them  from  the 
ignorance  and  inunotuity  whioli  their  situation 
entails  on  tMm,  stripped  as  ther  aret>f  the  essen- 
tial support  which  others  find  in  parents  who 
puide  and  direct  their  steps.  I  cannot  bear  the 
id^,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  money  should  be  taken  from 
the  pockets,  even  of  the  indigent,  to  educate  the 
sons  0/  men  of  wealtht  especially  when  we  find 
those  to  whpm  I  ha«^  alluded  pining  in  want.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  do  fill 
the  academy ;  I  have  not  inquired,  but  I  hope  tlie 
iact  is  not  so  ;  that  such  are  not  nourished  from 
the  public  breast,  without  attention  to  the  claims 
of  others  more  aeserviog  the  public  care.  Far 
from  me,  said  he,  be  the  desire  to  establish  any 
privileged  class  in  tliis  country ;  before  1  would 
consent  to  do  anything  so  repugnant  to  my  prin- 
ciples, I  would  forego  feelings  the  most  dear  to 
me.  He  did  not  consider  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make  as  proposing  it ;  as  there  was  to  be 
no  order,  no  rank,  nor  an v thing  which  could  of- 
fend the  most  rigid  Republican.  Nor  did  he  think 
that  we  should  run  much  risk  of  inducing  fathers 
to  shed  their  blood  too  freely  for  the  country,  that 
they  might  have  their  sons  educated  by  thepu> 


lie ;  but,  on  Che  other  band,  said  he^  lee  us  uke 
from  them  one  of  their  fears ;  for  they  knew  tJiat, 
in  battle,  the  ball  that  deprives  them  of  existence 
ukes  from  their  sons  what  is  dearer  to  them,  all 
prospect  of  education  and  correct  morals.  Under 
these  impressions,  Mr.  R.  snid,  he  ventured  to 
propose  the  folio  wing  resoluiiun : 

ffssefcwf»  TlMit  the  CMniailSee  on  Mifilaij  Afius 
be  inatmeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpsdisnej  m  ednc» 
Ung,  in  the  MiUtaiy  School  at  West  Pciati  the  sons  (d 
sU  offioei%  neo^eommissioned  oflkses,  sadpavaias,  who 
have  Men  ia  the  lata  waiwfiaMing  the  battles  efthnf 
country. 

Mr.  TA.LLMA.nGB,  of  Connecticut,  suraaaled  to 
the  honorable  mover  the  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  terma  of  his  amotion,  ao  aa  uiac,  U  mesa 
•eademica  shosld  be  cheated,  nil  might  stantf  ea 
the  same  footings 

To  which  Mr.  RonntTaon  eoneented  ;  and  else, 
at  the  suegestioa  of  Mr.  HAanino»)  of  Olm,  so 
modified  his  motion  as  to  stnhe  out  the  wotiIs 
"  in  the  late  war,**  sons  to  make  the  terras  general. 

The  resolve  was  then  agreed  to  without  0^0- 
sition. 

VACCINATION. 

The  engroaaed  bill  snn^emenlary  to  an  nntfei 
the  encourngement  ef  vneeinntiea,  w«a  ran^nthiad 
time. 

Mr.  R088,  of  Pennsylvania,  required  the  veas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Although  be 
believed  he  should  himsdf  vote  for  the  bili^  he 
thought  it  proper  that  on  a  bill  for  the  esinbltsh- 
ment  of  a  salary  officer,  the  people  shonld  know 
who  voted  for  and  who  ngainst  the  bill's  and  he 
also  wished  that  their  constituents  should  know 
who  were  at  this  time  present,  and  who  absent 
from  their  seats. 

Mr.  Caut,  of  New  York,  eppeaed  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  as  contemplating  an  interfeienee  by 
the  United  States  in  the  duty  of  the  States.  He 
had  never  heard,  he  said,  that  the  State  of  New 
York,  or  any  other  State,  had  been  so  unmindful 
of  the  health  of  the  people,  ae  that  Congreai 
ought  to  uke  it  into  their  charge.  So  far  as  re- 
spected the  Army  and  Navy,  the  United  States 
ought  to  act  on  the  subject ;  hot,  for  the  rest,  it 
oueht  to  be  left  to  the  Sute  Legislatuiea. 

Mr.  TucKfin,  of  Yirninia,  moved  that  the  bill 
should  lie  on  the  uhte.  So  far  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  the  House  being 
thin,  to  take  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  show  who 
were  not  in  their  seats,  if  that  consideration  opera* 
ted  at  all,  it  should  be  not  to  take  the  yens  and 
nays  but  to  postpone  the  decision  of  the  question. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  $  aud  the  House 
adjourned  to  Thursday. 


TaunaDAT,  December  26. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Lincoln  county,  in  the  District  of  Maine, 
complaining  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  Brit- 
ish vessels  over  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  commerce  carried  on  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Sutes,  and  praying  that  snch 
measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  secure  to  the 
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•Mpi^iiiff  Intcrvsf  of  this  eomtrf  tbe  adnuttgn 
to  wbicQ  tliey  eoiieeiv^  it  to  be  entitled,  or  shall 
ttm^Y  the  eWls  of  whieh  tbey  compUio. — Re- 
ferred to  tb^  Committee  ofi  Foreign  Relationi. 

Mr.  Tallmadoc,  from  the  eommittee  tppoint- 
ed  on  the  petition  of  John  DeUfield,  rej^rted  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield,  wblefa  Was 
reed  twiee,  aM  eonnAittcd  to  a  Comnrittee  of  the 
Wbdle=. 

A  messifg^  frofia  the  8enat«  iafoiioed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter/'  in  which  they  ask 
the  eonedrrenee  of  this  H^ase. 

A  message  ^as  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  the  expediency  of  sach  farther 
legislative  provisions  as  majr  be  reqnisite  for  de- 
taining vessels  actually  eqoipped,  or  in  a  course 
of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreigil 
Relttioika. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joniffloir,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Militarjr  Affairs  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  erpediency  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  man- 
ufactory of  small  arms  near  Newport,  in  Ken- 
ttwky,  ea  Lickiqr  ri#er. 

On  notion  of  lilt.  HimiiBofr^  th«  Committee  on 
Rottdii  add  Caiiats  were  insttircted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  a  sum  Of  i&Oiley  to 
be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  removing  the  ob- 
struction to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  ere* 
ated  by  the  falls  near  Louisville^  in  Ketttneky. 

Mr.  Dbsb«  sobmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Reaoivedi  As  the  lands  south  of  €hreen  rlTer,  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  were,  bj 
die  State  of  Virginia,  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  sat^ 
kfying  claims  for  RcTolationary  lervices,  and  a  por- 
tion of  which  lands  has  since  been,  by  the  General 
Oovemmenty  ceded  by  treaty  to  the  Chickasaw  tribe 
of  Indians^  by  which  cesiion  many  of  the  Reroltttion- 
ory  patriots  have  been  deprived  of  the  henefit  arising 
from  grants  obtained  for  meritorious  services  ;  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  Indian  title  to  the  land 
lymg  within  the  limits  of  tile  State  of  Kentucky  ex- 
tingnished  as  soon  as  praeticsd>le. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought,  as  the  resolution  was  on 
a  subject  new,  and  somewhat  local  in  its  nature, 
it  would  be  better  not  to  decide  on  it  immedi- 
ateij,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Haroin,  also,  joined  in  the  hope  that  the 
resolution  should  lie  on  the  table,  as  it  stated  facts 
with  which  he  was  before  unacquainted,  and 
which  required  some  examination. 

Mr.  DirsHA,  sifter  repeating  his  belief  in  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  the  resolution,  acquiesiced 
in  the  motion  to  lay  it,  at  present,  oti  the  table  $ 
and  it  was  aceordidgly  so  ordered. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Landon  Carter/*  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims. 


The  cMrossed  bills,  directing  the  discharge  Of 
NathaalelTAft  from  his  impriionment,  and  M 
the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud  from  imprison** 
ment,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  add 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Witlihk 
Haslett,  was  read  the  third  time,  when  Mr.  Haa- 
prif,  who  was  not  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
relief  contemplated,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill  not  beiog  it  his 
seat  to  give  the  information  he  desired,  rabved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  and,  after  wottt  conver- 
sation on  the  subject',  between  Messrs.  Hkvttit^ 
Lyor,  DAVBNPOftT,  and  W&iobt,  on  the  cfrcmH^ 
stances  whieh  brought  the  petitioner  before  thli 
House  for  relief,  and  the  propriety  of  suspendittg 
the  immediate  passage  or  the  bill,  it  iVas  laid  oZ 
the  tttble. 

SUPREME  COURT  REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Mv.  Taylor^  of  Ne#  Tdrk,  thi 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  tn^ 
bill  to  provide  for  the  regular  publication  of  th4 
decisions  Of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  fill  the  blank  lor  th^ 
salary  of  the  reporter  With  the  sdih  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  j  and  supported  his  motiOh  and  the 
general  object  of  the  bill  by  n  short  speec^h. , 

Mr.  Haroi!!,  of  Kentucky,  moved  Co  strike  oii't 
the  first  section  of  the  bill — in  effect  to  reject  it. 

This  motion,  arid  the  preceding  One*  gave  rise 
to  a  debate  of  some  length ;  Messrs.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  H.  Nelson,  and  Root,  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  RoBBRTsoif,  Hardin,  &os& 
and  Wriobt,  in  opposition  to  it. 

In  support  of  the  mouuns  proposed  by  the  bili| 
was  urged  the  great  importance  of  having  correct 
and  earljr  reports  of  the  decisions  of  a  court  whoso 
decrees,  if  not  law  in  themselves,  are  evideuchof 
the  law,  atid  the  Ifdnhlttf^e  of  il  r^porteif'  of  ph)p- 
er  abilities,  made  responsible  fpr  the  proper  exd"- 
eise  of  his  duties.  This  bill,  it  was  stTotigl]|[  oived. 
irould  tetid  to  secure  a  prompt  publicatioti  orthe 
reports,  making  the  salary  contingent  on  the  dl»- 
livory  of  a  certain  number  of  0Git>ies  of  the  reports 
of  each  term,  within  sit  ihonths  aflt^  tH§  deci^t- 
ioiitof  the  court  ^«rf»  pit>not|u^d;  aiid  tHarit 
would'  lAso  secure  fideHiy  in  the  reporter,  he  bt§'- 
iog  lihblte  to  removal  by  the  Supreme  Coon,  fot 
misconduct.  Without  itu  inducement  like  thftt 
proposed  by  th^  bill,  fears  were  expressed  that  no 
reports  would  be  published;  and  the  example  of 
some  of  the  Slates  was  quoted,  who  had.  deemed 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  their  SopremI 
Courts,  so  important  as  to  give  to  men  properly 
qualified,  even  a  greater  compensation  rtiau  was 
proposed  to  be  given  to  a  reporter  of  the  decisions 
of  a  hicher  court. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  correct  reponk 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Sapreme  Court  was  gene- 
rally admitted;  though  Mr.  Robertson  was  op- 
posed to  any  act  which  should  sanction  the  idea 
of  their  having  a  permanent  effect  over  other 
law,  or  make  their  construction  of  laws  Ibinding 
on  their  successors  and  on  other  authorities,  it 
was  generally  urged^  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that 
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no  neeewitf  existed  for  erettiig  a  salsry  effieer 
for  this  purpose;  (bat  the  reports  had  beea  here- 
tofore published  without  a  salarv,  and  would, 
if  prompt) jr  published,  afford  emofoineat  enough 
to  secure  the  attention  of  adequate  talents  to  that 
object  \  that,  to  pass  such  a  bill,  would  be  to  give 
a  mooopolf  of  a  prifilege,  (that  of  reporting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court,)  which  oughi  to  be  free 
to  all.  As  to  the  State  courts,  it  was  said,  a  sal- 
«rf  reporter  might  be  necessary,  since  the  de- 
mand for  the  reports,  limited  to  the  State,  would 
be  necessarily  small,  though  their  publication  was 
highly  important  to  a  correct  administration  of 
justice;  but  that,  in  regard  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  whose  effect  pervaded  the  Uni- 
ODi  the  case  was  otherwise ;  and  theie  could  be 
DO  doubt  but  the  publication  would  afford  suffi- 
cient emolument,  unaided  by  a  salary,  from  the 
ezteosife  sale  of  the  reports. 

To  the  lauer  argument  it  was  rejoined,  that 
though  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  were  more  general  in  their  effect 
than  those  of  the  State  courts,  they  were  more 
limited  in  their  scope ;  limited  pretty  much  to 
onestions  of  national  law,  or  general  law,  of  which 
few  even  of  eminent  legal  men  had  occasion  to 
avail  themselves  in  practice. 

The  question  on  the  striking  out  of  the  section 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote  of  76  to 
about  40. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  decis- 
ion ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  (the 
(all  of  Mr.  Root  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  refused,)  by  nbout  the  same  vote.  The  biU 
is  therefore  rejected. 


Fbidat,  December  S7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  Tbomab  R.  Gold  and  Mosa  Kent, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Cakkon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read|  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Beaobfed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PnbUc  Lands 
be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
off  snd  establishing  a  separata  survoyor's  district  with- 
in the  Mississippi  Territory,  adjoining  the  Southern 
bonndaiy  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  including  the 
late  purchases  made  from  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw 
Indians,  and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  s  princi- 
pd  snrf eyor  for  the  said  district ;  also,  a  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys ;  and  make  sudi  further 
vrovinon  as  may  be  necessary  to  have  the  lands  wiih- 
Id  the  aame,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guished, surveyed,  and  offered  for  aale,  as  soon  as  it  is 
practicable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  was  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act,  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  aud  fur  other  purposes, 
passed  April  6,  1816,  as  to  require  a  relinquish- 
ment of  land  bounty  on  the  part  of  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  volunieerN,  enlisted  under  the 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 


to  accept  and  organize  certain  voloaieer  military 
corps,  passed  February  6, 1812, previous  to  plaeiof 
the  widows  or  children  of  said  volunteers  upot 
the  pension  list,  under  the  firM-mefitioned  act. 

Mr.  Kbbr  submitted  the  foiiowiog  motion  for 
coiuideration : 

Eteohedt  That  the  CMnmitfee  on  Militaiy  Afikiis 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  piopiiety  ef  pasnag 
a  law,  authorizing  the  soldiers  of  the  army  to  tna^ 
far  their  daims  to  bounty  land  beibie  the  patanta  an 


On  thia  resolution,  some  discussion  took  place, 
in  which  Messrs.  Kbbd,  HAUaisoH,  HuLaaar, 
Wbiobt.  Pabrib,  Smith  of  Maryland,  mmI  Jobk- 
BON  of  Kentucky,  took  part.  The  motion  was 
finally  withdrawn  by  the  morer,  in  cooaequeaee 
of  his  discovering  tnat  the  Senate  had  asked  of 
the  Executive  information  on  this  subject  and 
that  it  was  already  comprehended  in  a  general 
reference  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  Mr. 
Kbbr  intimated  that  he  ahould  hereafter  urge  his 
motion,  if  the  subject  was  not  brought  before  the 
House  for  decision,  by  a  committee,  or  in  some 
other  shape. 

Mr.  TaoMAB,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Bseohed,  That  the  Conmiittae  on  Roads  and  Canah 
l>e  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eppio- 
priating  twen^  thousand  dollars  for  the  impeevement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  in  the  IAiani> 
aippi  Territoiy. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion ;  and 
on  the  question  of  adopting  the  resolution,  it  was, 
without  debate,  decided  in  the  negative.  So  it 
was  rejected. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hardih,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  amend  the  act  of  last  session,  aothoriziDg 
the  pavment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyeu  in  the  military  service,  during  the  late 
war. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read, 
which  goes  to  repeal  certain  sections  of  the  for- 
mer act — 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
therefrom  the  word  ninths  so  as  to  retain  the  sec- 
tion of  the  law  (proposed  to  be  stricken  out)  an* 
tfaorizing  payment  tor  houses  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  tn  consequence  of  their  occupation  as 
places  of  military  deposite. 

Mr.  Hardin  stated  that  the  motive  which  in* 
duced  the  committee  to  recommend  the  striking 
out  of  that  section,  did  not  proceed  from  an  ob- 
jection to  the  satisfaction  of  such  claims,  but  to 
the  decision  thereon  being  placed  at  the  abposal 
of  one  commissioner,  or  officer  of  any  descrip- 
tion. It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that 
such  claims  ought  to  pass  specially  before  Con- 
gress. Nine-tenths  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
money  paid  under  the  awards  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims,  bad  been  under  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  act.  There  were  claims  in  the  Com- 
missioner's office,  coming  under  that  section  of 
the  act,  yet  undecided  on,  to  the  amount  of  some- 
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tbiog  like  ImJf  a  aMllion  of  dollars.    This  was  a 

sam  too  large  to  be  allowed  to  claimaau  but  by 
speeial  sets  of  Ckyagres^  certainly  too  large  to  be 

subjected  to  the  decistoD  of  one  man,  whose 
award  was  deetsi?e,  fixed,  and  unalterable. 

Mr.  Bbtts,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
Committee  should  rise.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  laid  on  the  table  from  the 
printer's  only  this  morning,  and  he  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  examine  it.  The  House  might, 
perhaps,  after  a  perusal  of  the  report  anddocu« 
ments,  not  be  disposed  to  amend  the  act  at  all. 
They  certainly  ought  to  understand  the  subject 
before  they  aeied  on  it. 

Mr.  Hardin  trusted,  he  satd^  that  the  Commit- 
tee  would  not  rise.  The  decisions  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  been  suspended  on  every  section 
of  the  act  in  question,  and  could  not  be  resumed 
ontil  Congress  should  act  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  document  the  gentleman  bad  spoken  of,  it 
was,  Mr.  H«  aaid,  nothing  more  than  an  elemen* 
Ury  treatise,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Lee,  or  somebody 
else  for  him,  which  he  suspected  was  the  fact— « 
learned  treatise  on  the  construction  of  statutes, 
Mr.  H.  said  he  had  rather  be  moving  some  way 
or  other  on  this  subject,  even  if  wrongly, than  that 
the  act  should  be  kept  wholly  in  suspense. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  the 
Committee's  rising,  and  was  proceeding  to  assign 
his  reasons-* 

When  the  Chairman  said,  the  nature  of  the 
question  (on  the  Committee's  rising)  pieeiuded 
debate,  except  on  that  point. 

Tiic  question  on  the  Committee's  rising  was 
determined  in  the  negative->68  to  53. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Clark's  motion 
for  striking  out  the  word  *'  ninth." 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoif,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion.    Those  who  had  claims  in  his 

Grt  of  the  country,  under  the  act  passed  at  the 
\i  session,  had  prepared  the  evidence  in  support 
of  them,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Com- 
missioner ;  and  only  yesterday  an  agent,  sent  on 
by  them  with  these  claims,  arrived  in  this  city. 
Why,  Mr.  R.  asked,  should  a  difiereot  measure 
of  justice  be  afforded  to  citizens  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  ?  Why  should  his  constit- 
uents, by  a  repeal  of  this  section  of  the  act,  be 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  which  others  nearer 
the  Seat  of  Government  had  availed  themselves  ? 
Or  why  should  claims  of  one  description  con- 
tinue to  be  paid,  while  claims  of  another  sort, 
depending  on  the  same  principle,  were  to  be 
dragged  before  the  House?  The  numerous  ap- 
plications for  indemnification  for  losses  had  msde 
It  necessary  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  decide 
on  them  ;  and  claims  for  lost  horses,  teams,  &c., 
were  still  to  be  subject  to  summary  decision  j 
while  claims  equally  just,  resting  on  the  same 
principle,  because  they  differed  in  amount,  were 
to  come  before  this  House,  and  if  they  were 
obliged  to  do  so,  they  would  be  subjected  to  great 
loss,  and  encounter  much  delay  and  further  ex- 
pense. And,  he  said,  when  gentlemen  from  the 
Western  country  should  have  gotten  their  claims 
settled  before  the  Commissioner  or  other  ofiicer, 


whatever  the  liberality  and  fairness  with  which 
they  generally  act,  for  which  he  gave  them  cre- 
dit, there  would  not  be  the  ssme  inducement  to 
pay  claims  for  other  property ;  and  he  ventured 
to  say,  if  the  claims  for  houses  burnt  belonged  to 
that  section  of  the  country,  the  House  would 
never  have  heard  of  one  mode  of  paying  for 
claims  of  one  character,  and  another  mode  for 
other  claims  depending  on  the  same  principle. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thought  it  necessary,  repre- 
senting alone  on  this  floor  a  particulsr  section  of 
the  country,  to  oppose  the  attempt  to  place  those 
who  have  suffered  losses  in  that  quarter,  in  an 
infinitely  worse  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
now  stood.  What  would  be  the  impruBsion  made 
on  the  minds  of  those  people  when  they  found 
property  in  one  part  of  the  country  paid  for,  and 
the  same  payment  refused  to  them  ?  It  would 
be,  that  there  was  an  attention  to  the  intereitts  of 
those  near  the  Seat  of  Qoveinment,  and  of  those 
numerously  represented,  which  those  otherwise 
situated  need  not  look  for.  He  iioped  the  ninth 
section  would  not  be  repealed.  If  the  Commis- 
sioner was  not  a  fit  [wrson  to  decide  on  the 
claims,  and  of  his  fitness  he  did  not  know,  and 
therefore  would  not  say  anythiog^-let  another 
be  selected.  It  was  peculiarly  ungracious  at  this 
moment  to  shut  the  door  against  his  constituents, 
Mr.  R.  md,  and  to  decide  that  this  section  of  the 
act  having  answered  pariieolar  purposes,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  continue  it  longer.  As  to  thruur- 
iag  the  claimants  on  Congress,  every  one  could 
see  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  attention  to  minute 
claims,  and  the  small  prospect  which  the  claim- 
anU  must  have  of  obtaining  that  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  their  claims  which  justice  requires. 
Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  believed  the  old 
law  ought  to  remain  unaltered,  unless  by  the  ad« 
dition  of  two  Commissioners  to  the  one  already 
appointed.  The  Congress  had,  in  a  particular 
case,  appointed  three  Commiisioners  to  decide  on 
the  merit  of  claims  not  more  difficult,  nor  per- 
haps more  important,  than  those  confided  by  the 
act  of  last  session  to  one  Commissioner— he 
meant  the  Yazoo  claims.  The  idea  of  a  single 
Commissioner  had  been  objected  to  in  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  last  session ;  they  d^ired  three  Com- 
missioners. This  House  decided  in  favor  of  one. 
And  why  now  undo  that  which  was  last  year  so 
deliberately  dons?  Would  any  man  here  say- 
that  houses  burnt  by  the  enemy,  because  in  mili- 
tary possession  .or  occupation,  ought  not  to  be 
paid  tor  ?  A. man  might  blush  for  his  country,  if 
such  an  opinion  were  recorded  as  its  acL  If  we 
cross  the  Canada  line,  he  said,  we  find  that  Gov- 
ernment making  payment  for  iobses  of  every 
description  sustained  by  its  citizens.  The  prop- 
osition to  repeal  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  Mr.  W.  said,  contemplated  iojustice 
to  the  small  States.  How  did  they  now  stand  in 
this  respect?  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
was  the  single  Representative  of  a  part  of  the 
country  which  had  in  this  respect  greatly  suf- 
fered. Look  at  the  proceedings  of  every  day, 
Mr.  W.  said,  and  iojustice  to  the  sfoail  States 
would  appear  in  the  votea  of  the  House,    He 


871 


msroBT  OF  QotfQjaatL 


m 


H.  or  R. 


PmftMt  ftt  LoiC  Pf^fittiifk 


PBOKimm,  1816. 


procetted  fof£»  vinJbm$  wnkwax  it  If  tkere  ww 
aay  fault  in  regard  to  tie  law  of  ktt  sesrioo*^ 
aad  he  did  Dot  mj  there  wa»--it  was  ia  the  selee- 
tioa  of  a  man  for  CommiBsioner  who  wanted 
jadgmeat;  for  he  nerer  heard  htan  eTen  saspected 
of  a  disposition  to  do  otherwise  than  right.  If 
the  reoords  now  in  possession  of  this  House  were 
temperately  examined,  Mr«  W.  said  he  believed 
they  would  present  a  rery  different  view  of  this 
matter  from  that  whieh  gentlemen  had  hastily 
taken  up.  Let  tts  appoint  two  additional  Com* 
missioners,  said  he,  and  that  will  be  a  sufficient 
ameodm^nt  to  the  law.  There  were,  he  said, 
many  eases  wtitiag  now,  which  onght  to  be  paid; 
whteli  this  House  had  said  oagnt  to  be  paid, 
which  it  was  now  desired  Ihey  should  nnsay, 
and  leave  the  decisions  on  the  elatotis  to  a  body, 
the  members  of  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
respected  their  own  constituents  much  more  than 
they  did  others.  He  koew  it  to  bo  so,  ho  said } 
he  had  seen  it  every  day ;  and  no  gentleman 
would  rise  and  sty  that  thev  were  not  more 
ready  to  attend  to  the  wants  or  their  ooostitueots 
than  to  tliose  of  a  distant  regioa.  Mr.  W.  said 
ho  ii?n8  not  prepared  to  denounce  tho  present 
Commissioner,  br  legislate  him  one  of  office. 
Let  him  be  heard ;  let  hie^  acts  be  examined  bo* 
fere  they  are  judged.  As  to  reference  of  claims 
eominc  under  toe  nintii  section  to  this  House, 
Mr.  W.  said  it  was  impossible  they  could  be  fully 
examined  here ;  and,  if  they  couid,  it  would  be 
vastly  more  expensive,  one  day's  sitting  of  this 
House  oostioff  the  nation  as  mnch  as  a  year's 
salary  of  a  C^missioner.  Mr.  W.  complained 
that  his  constituents,  who  were  exposed  by  their 
situations,  wko  did  not  live  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, who  fought  at  the  water's  edge,  and  had 
their  vessels  and  houses  burnt,  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  of  a  law, 
which  CoDgresB  had  at  the  last  session  solemnly 
decided  to  beproper  and  riffht  to  be  appKed  to 
theer  case.  He  hoped  the  Houeo  would  confirm 
now  what  they  had  done  at  the  last  session,  and 
not  repeal  a  law  because  its  provisions  had,  in 
the  execuciott  of  it,  been  more  widely  extended 
than  was  thought  proper.  But,  Mr.  W.  said,  h« 
did  not  believe  there  had  in  this  case  been  as 
great  a  clamor  against  Mr.  Lse's  consiruetion  of 
the  law.  as  there  had  been  against  that  of  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  ia  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  make  short  woit  of  it, 
and  reject  this  bill.  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  state  bis 
opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  individual  losses  by  the  war  ought  to 
be  graduated  by  the  most  liberal  principles, 
and  that  all  property  ought  to  be  paid  for  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  the  pre* 
sence  of  military  force.  On  the  exposed  Atlantic 
frontier,  in  many  cases  houses  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  because  occupied  by  the  militia, 
sometime^  with  and  sometimes  without  the  own^ 
er's  consent.  Would  gentlemen  arrest  the  pay- 
ment of  such  claims,  or  throw  them  on  the  be- 
nignity of  this  House,  after  they  had  been  paid 
for  their  horses  ?  He  should  move  an  amend- 
ment, he  said,  at  the  proper  time,  to  appoint  two 


ersj  witknn  up|ieft],  if  tb« 

House  choose,  in  doubtful  cases,  to  any  bodjr 
vested  with  appellate  jorisdietion,  even  if  it  were 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  HAaaiaoH.  oi  Ohfo^  assured  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  that  he,  though  from  the 
West,  was  as  much  opposed  to  tke  bdl  as  the 
gentleman  himself  couia  be ;  and  he  begged  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  believe  that  there 
were  some  gentlemen  in  the  West,  as  willing  to 
provide  fbr  the  payment  for  burnt  houses  as  fbi 
lost  howe»-  who  made  no  distinction  between 
the  losses  of  diflbrent  aections  ia  a  cotDrmon  canae. 
Mr.  H.  wished  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  and 
to  propose  a  substitute,  which,  not  expeetiog  the 
bill  to  be  called  up  to-day,  since  the  diHsumeati 
were  only  just  laid  on  the  toble,  he  had  not  time 
to  prepare.  If  the  Committee  would  rise,  ht 
cottM  prepare  one. 

Bif .  JoaiiaoN,  of  Keniaeky.  rose  to  propose  an 
amendment  lo  the  hill  whiah  he  hail  prepared. 
He  did  not  mehn  now  to  eater  into  a  diseassioa, 
in  whieh|  if  such  should  arise  on  this  subjeer,  he 
should  thiak  it  hii  daty  to  take  Up  a  small  per* 
tioa  of  the  time  of  the  House,  but  net  at  tbis 
hour  of  the  day,  or  at  this  time  of  the  week.  He 
could  show,  when  it  became  neeesary,  that,  m 
far  from  any  oecmon  to  amend  the  latt,  unless 
to  extend  lu  provisiuna,  the  Bn|flnh. language 
could  not  make  the  law  more  definite,  or  eiabrece 
more  distinctly  prineiples  whish  have  been  sol- 
emnly sanetiotted  by  this  &ase,  aad  he  was  cer- 
tain would  be  by  thia  aatioa-^principtes  which 
ao  American  Congiem  wouki  ever  refuae  tosrac- 
tion.  For  the  present,  he  sheuKi  eonteat  hImBelf 
with  submittiag  his  proposition,  convinced  that 
ail  would  be  satisfied,  ana  even  nie  CoaHaissioa- 
er  himself,  with  a  snli^tetion  of  hia  d^isjons, 
besides  the  general  coatrol  of  the  Bxecutire,  to 
the  revision  of  oae  of  the  Heads  of  Bepartmenu. 
ladependent  of  other  contidemtioni,  he  said,  a 
strong  reason  ngainst  the  abolition  of  the  office 
of  Comiatssioneff  was,  the  tiaie  it  wouhl  lake  to 
orgaoixe  and  put  in  nMtion  n  new  office,  new 
books,  dtc.  The  presen  t  Commissioaer  kae w  the 
views  of  the  Bxecuiive,  and  would  not  only  be 
as  adequate,  but  more  prompt  than  any  other  in- 
dividual who  could  be  selected,  4bc  Mr,  J.  then 
submitted  his  motion  to  strike  the  whole  of  the 
bill  from  the  eeactittg  clause^  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  the  following: 

«<Thatm  all  ossm  aiisiag  under  the  pcovisiow  of 
an  ao^  entitled « An  set  authsrisiBg  the  pa jmeat  Isr 
property  lost  or  dssiroysd  \($  tho  enemy  whila  in  the 
militaiy  service  of  the  United  8tates»  and  fbr  othw 
pnrpoessy'  the  decisions  of  the  Conunissioner  shall  be 
revised  and  sanctiooed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tree** 
oiy;  without  which  sanction,  no  money  ehall  be 
drawn  frpm  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sat- 
isfy any  such  dsims ;  and  at  the  next  sesnon  of  Con- 
gress, the  said  Secretary  shall  make  report  (rf  such 
cases  as  may  not  be  embraced  by  said  act,  bat  whi^ 
in  his  opinion,  should  be  provided  for  by  law.*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harribok.  the  Committee 
then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again ;  and  Mr.  JoaNBon's  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Anotber  meoiber,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  Bkadbubt  Cillcy,  appeared, 
aod  took  his  aeat. 

The  Spbakgr  presented  a  petitioo  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a  Sute 
goTeroment,  aod  adffliued  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States* 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  from  son- 
dry  members  of  the  Legislatore  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  the  Territorv  may  be  divided 
into  two  eqoal  parts,  and  that  tne  western  section 
may  be  ereeted  into  a  State  goTernmeat,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopted 
bp  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
requesting  Congress  to  adopt  some  more  enlarged 
and  liberal  principle  respecting  the  confirmation 
of  land  titles  in  the  said  Territory;  to  extend  the 
time  allowed  for  recording  land  titles ;  to  estab- 
lish two  additional  land  offices  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands  \  and  that  the  right  of  pre-em|f tion 
m  the  purchase  of  public  lands  in  said  Territory 
may  be  eztended«-*Iteferred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CoNDioT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported  in  part  a  list 
of  thirty-seven  bills,  remaining  unfinit ned  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  in  various  stages  of  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  TucKBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  sobscilbers  to  the  Franklin  Bank  of  AlexaOi* 
dria,  (now  called  the  Real  Estate  Bank,)  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com* 
mitted* 

Mr.  PLBAaARTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Navai 
Afiairs,  made  a  detailed  report  on  thepetition  of 
Thomas  J.  Alien,  representative  of  Williaift  H. 
Allen,  late  eommandef  of  the  United  States?  brig 
Argus,  and  the  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  that 
vessel,  dec.,  concluding  with  a  resolution  unfits 
vorable  to  the  petitioners.  The  report  aod  reso- 
lution were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Mary- 
hind,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble,and  be  printed. 

On  moiioa  of  Mr.  H.  NBL80ii,a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inaoire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
ther extending  the  time  foe  locating  Yiigtnia  mil- 
itary land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveye 
thereon  to  the  Qenerai  Land  Office;  and  also  oi 
farther  extending  the  time  to  complete  the  sur* 
vey8,aad  obtaib  the  patents  for  lands  located  under 
Virginia  resolution  warrants  \  with  leave  to  report 

Sr  bill  or  otherwise*    And  Mr.  H.  Nai^aoR.  Mr. 
RBiOBTOiT,  Mr.  Tbomas,  Mr.  Dickbhs,  ana  Mr. 
Sbkpfbt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomab,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instrocted  to  inquire  isto 
the  expediency  of  adopting  such  restrictions  as 
will  be  calculated  to  prevent  the  formation  of 


eonpaales  lo  monopolize  the  pubile  lands  ia  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Calboun  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Mesas 

be  instfoctsd  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  an  act»  entitled  ''An  act  farther  to 
amend  the  seveial  acts  for  the  ettablisbmeot  and  reg- 
ulation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments/' 
passed  the  Sd  of  March,  1809,  as  authorises  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  transier  sppropriations. 

Mr.  C.  supported  the  propriety  of  his  motion  by 
remarking  briefly  on  the  evils— ^reat  evils,  he  said 
— which  resulted  to  the  public  interests  from  the 
practice,  particularly  in  the  War  Department,  of 
permitting  funds  to  be  diverted  from  one  object 
of  appropriation  and  applied  to  another.  He 
urged  the  necessity  of  applying  a  remedy,  and  that 
was  to  compel  in  the  Departments  a  rigid  adhe* 
renee  to  specific  appropriations. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Joairaoa 
of  Kentucky,  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Lown obb,  and 
PicKBRiNo,  respectively,  principally  explanatory 
of  the  present  and  former  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ments^ but  generally  acquieseing  in  the  propriety 
of  inquiry— the  resolution  was  agreed  to.    • 

PAYMBNT  FOR  LOST  PROPBRTY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  authorizing  pav- 
ment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  m 
the  military  semce  of  the  United  States.  The 
question  wins  on  Mr.  Jobnsoii's  motion,  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  continue  the  law  as  it 
stands,  subjecting  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  the  revision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreBsory : 

Mr.  YAMCBir,  of  North  Carolina,  afier  drawing 
a  comparison  between  the  bill  and  tne  amendment, 
contended  that  it  was  indispensable,  in  his  opinion, 
that  the  9th  section  of  the  act  in  question|  should 
be  repealed.*  The  claims  under  it,  he  said,  were 
of  great  magnitude;  and  how  easy  would  it  be 
for  claimants,  with  large  claims,  as  soon  as  they 
ascertained  what  sort  of  evidence  was  wanting, 
to  procure  this  evidence.  Was  it  not  better,  was 
it  not  safer,  he  asked,  that  such  claims  should  be 
specially  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  than  to  the  deci- 
sion of  any  single  individual  7  On  that  ^ound, 
and  on  that  alone,  he  said  he  was  clearly  in  favor 
of  repealing  the  9th  section  of  the  bill.  He  would 
not  advert,  at  this  moment,  to  several  cUses  to 

*  As  this  section  is  the  piindpal  bone  of  contention, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  bring  its  terms  partially  to  the 
reader's  reooUection,  as  follows : 

«8bc.9.  Afidbe  a  further  emufedi  That  any  person 
who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  destructiott  of  his  or  her  house  or  boilding  by  the 
enemy,  while  the  same  was  occupied  as  a  military  de- 
posite,  under  the  authority  6f  an  officer  or  agent  of  tbs 
Uaited  States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amonal 
of  such  damage:  Prmrided,  It  shall  appear  thai  each 
eocupatioB  was  the  cause  of  its  destruction.'' 
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shoir  with  what  facility  testimony  can  |be  pro- 
cured, when  it  was  known  what  sort  of  testimony 
would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  claimants.  A 
commissioner,  he  said,  might  not  feel  himself 
authorized  to  inquire  into  the  credibility  of  t«ti- 
mony  in  the  same  manner  as  Conffress  would. 
As  to  the  allegation  made  of  the  indisposition  of 
Congress  to  examine  and  pass  claims.  Mr.  T.  said, 
he  would  not  entertain  the  idea  tnat  Congress 
would  not  authorize  the  payment  of  proper  tflaims. 
It  would  be  safer,  he  concluded  by  saying,  to'  rest 
the  management  of  this  business  in  the  nands  of 
Congress,  than  in  those  of  any  set  of  officers 
whaierer. 

Mr.  JoBNBOii,  of  Kentucky,  snidj  that  without 
attributing  to  this  House  any  dereliction  of  duly, 
he  must  persist  in  his  opinion,  that  any  class  or 
claims  might  be  more  properly  confided  to  a  judi* 
cial  tribunal  than  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  House  was,  from  its  constitution, 
unable.  properljTi  to  sift  one  claim,  how  could  they 
properly  examine  and  decide  on  many?  Con- 
gress ne?er  act  (except  in  cases  of  exception)  in 
a  judicial  character.  What,  said  he^  one  hundred 
and  eighty  individuals  act  as  a  judicial  body,  to 
determine  the  force,  and  validity  of  testimony  in 
numerous  cases!  The  thin^  was  impracticable. 
In  relation  to  the  impression  which  had  gone 
abroad  in  regard  to  claims  under  the  act  of  last 
session,  one  would  suppose,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  the 
Treasury  was  to  be  exhausted  by  them:  that  the 
wealth  of  the  Indies  would  not  satisfy  the  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury.  What  was  the  amount  of 
claims  likely  to  be  paid,  which  had  created  this 
alarm?  He  would  venture  to  say  that  the  aggre- 
gate amount  that  would  bepaid|  would  not  ex- 
ceed a  million  of  dollars.  Was  it  to  have  been 
expected,  he  asked,  that  we  should  pass  through  a 
war  of  two  years  and  eight  months,  in  which 
every  description  of  force  was  employed  against 
a  powerful  enemy,  with  a  less  cost  than  that  for 
just  claims  of  this  description  ?  Under  the  most 
liberal  construction  of  the  act,  embracing  the  cases 
of  losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  on  the  bosom 
of  the  Chesapeake,  at  New  Orleans,  the  whole 
amount  would  not  be  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars. Congress  had  solemnly  declared,  bv  their 
act.  that  certain  cases  of  losses  should  be  paid  for : 
and  what  was  it  now  proposed  to  do  ?  To  repeal 
the  act— to  violate  the  promise.  His  friend  from 
Maryland  was  mistaken,  Mr.  J.  said,  in  supposing 
that  the  horse  cases  had  been  all  passed  ;  and  he 
was  eouaily  so  in  supposing  that  he  (Mr.  J.)  or 
Boy  of  his  colleaguesj  if  those  claims  had  been 
satisfied,  would  deprive  that  gentleman's  consti- 
tuents of  jubt  indemnity  for  their  losses.  He  felt 
no  alarm,  he  said,  at  the  prospect  of  payment  of 
all  such  claims  as  were  properly  supported.  He 
was  willing  that  the  present  Commissioner  should 
act  under  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the 
present  Secreury  was  the  same  person  who,  in 
the  Department  of  War,  had  limited  the  constrae- 
tlon  of  the  9th  section  of  the  act ;  so  that  he  pre- 
sttmed  gentlemen  who  favored  a  rigid  construc- 
tion of  the  Uw,  could  not  object  to  his  agency 
being  employed.    A»  to  referring  elaimania  to 


this  House,  Mr.  J.  said,  we  know,  when  a  case  of 
the  least  importance  is  before  us,  how  difficult  it 
is  to  obtain  a  hearing  in  this  House.    Who,  in- 
deed, examined  as  they  ought  the  claims  presented 
to  this  House  ?    Would  any  gentleman  consult 
his  cohscienee,  and  say,  that  amidst  the  other 
duties  of  his  station,  he  could  do  justice  to  the 
cases  presented  to  him  ?    If  there  was  one  who 
would  underuke  it,  Mr.  J.  said  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  that  member.    And  what  were  the  elasi 
of  cases  which  were  to  be  placed  on  thb  preca- 
rious fate,  because  they  ought  to  be  trusted  to  this 
House  only  ?    They  were  not  donations— the  al- 
lowance of  them  was  no  act  of  charity,  scarcely 
of  liberality.    They  rested  on  the  principle  that 
the  property  destroyed  was  in  the  miliurj  service 
or  occupation  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
jMirticipation  of  the  owner  in  its  loss  or  destroe- 
tion,  and  without  anj[  act  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion on  his  part  giving  rise  to  iL    The  claims 
rested  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice — one  of 
which  was,  that  individual  property  destroyed, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Government,  oo^bt  to 
be  paid  for.    And  shall  we,  said  he,  because  there 
has  been  an  alarm  excited  about  two  or  three 
cases,  prostrate  that  principle,  the  recognition  of 
whicn  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  credit  to 
the  present  Congress  ?    He  was  verv  happy,  ht 
said,  that  no  gentleman  had  contenaed  that  the 
cases  provided  for  in  the  act  of  last  session  ought 
not  to  be  paid.    As  to  the  horse  claims,  as  they 
were  called,  he  was  glad  also  that  their  justice 
was  not  questioned.    The  whole  amount  ofciaims 
from  the  Western  country  under  that  act,  he 
said,  was  less  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  who  would  begrudge  the  payment  of  that 
amount  to  those  who  had  lost  their  property,  under 
the  circumstances  of  no  fiiult  on  their  part,  ^kc? 
To  their  honor  among  generations  yet  unborn, 
Congress  had  agreed  to  reimburse  such  losses ; 
he  hoped  they  would  not  refuse  to  extend  the 
same  principle  to  those  who  had  lost  their  houses, 
because  the  amount  of  such  claims  was  larger. 
The  amount,  he  said,  ought  not  to  prevent  the 
payment  of  them.    There  was  a  sufficient  addi- 
tional security  to  the  Treasury,  ceruialy,  when 
every  claim,  from  one  cent  to  a  hundred  thoasand 
dollars,  was  to  pass  under  the  revision  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  TreasuiT.    Were  the  gentlemen 
afraid  to  trust  the  President,  who  had  saspeoded 
the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner,  even  as  to  the 
peppercorn  cases,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
jfinia  (Mr.  Rakdolpb)  called  the  horse  elaims, 
in  consequence  of  the  clamor  against  the  deeisions 
in  this  District?    Has  the  ffentleman  confidence 
in  the  President,  said  Mr.  J.  f  So  have  L    Has  he 
confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who, 
as  Secretary  of  War,  gave  the  very  restricttoa  to 
the  Commissioner  on  which  the  Committee  of 
Claims  bottomed  their  repealing  law  ?    So  have 
I.    There  was  another  reason  why,  Mr.  J.  said, 
he  was  attached  to  the  amendment  now  before 
the  House.    It  was  because  of  the  clause  author- 
izittff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to 
the  House  such  esses,  proper  to  be  paid,  as  in  bis 
opinion  did  not  iali  witnin  the  law.    There  were 
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many  sucb  cases  wbjch  ought  to  be  paid ;  he  kDew 
it^  for  be  had  had  some  saeh  eases  coafided  to 
his  care ;  and  he  knew  that  they  would  be  reported 
to  the  Hoase  under  sbch  a  profision,  becaose  a 
seose  0/ justice  would  coiD|^i  the  Secretary  to 
report  them.    Mr.  J.  took  tais  occasion  to  state, 
that  the  sospenaion  of  the  act  by  the  President 
had  only  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
out  of  the  Treasurv,  and  not  to  the  other  jmrt  of 
the  Commissioner's  duties,  who  was  goiag  on 
with  his  decisions  as  if  the  law  had  not  neen  sus- 
pended ;  and,  the  moment  this  bill  should  pass,  if 
amended  as  proposed,  Mr.  J.  said  a  number  of  his 
awards  would  be  ready  to  receire  the  reviston  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  payment 
which  should  be  awarded.    His  object,  Mr.  J. 
said,  was  not  to  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  last  session,  whatever  he  might  think  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  wished  its  present  provisions  to 
be  carried  into  full  effect,  dtc. . 

Mr.  R088,  of  Pennsylvania^  said  the  question 
was  not  now  as  to  the  principle  of  paying  for 
property  lost  ivhilst  in  the  serviee  of  the  United 
States,  but  aa^  to  the  mode  of  making  that  pay- 
ment. For  himself,  he  said,  he  was  «verse  to 
jodicial  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  House,  or  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress ;  considering  them  to* 
tally  incompetent  to  act  in  that  capacity.  In  the 
first  place,  many  of  the  States  were  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  to  be  decided,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  those  States  would  probably  not 
be  unbiassed  in  their  decisions^  and  the  number 
of  the  body  was  such  as  to  prevent  a  minute  at- 
tention to  those  particularities  o^  evidence  00 
which  the  meriu  of  manv  cases  must  rest.  No 
man,  Mr.  R.  said,  even  Aristides  himself,  how- 
ever just,  intelligent,  and  upright,  can  decide  cor- 
rectly  judfclal  matters,  who  receives  his  informa^ 
tion  ejp  pane.  It  Was  correct,  undoubtedly,  that 
he  who  had  his  house  occupied  as  a  military  de- 
posite,  and  destroyed,  should  be  paid  the  amount 
of  his  lose ;  but  there  ought  to  be  evidence  on  both 
tides  ezamiDedj  there  ought  to  be  a  person  to 
produce  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
aad  sift  that  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  claimant. 
Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  this  idea,  and  illustrated  it  by  a 
reference  to  the  usual  practice  before  other  jiidi* 
eial  tnbuoa.ls.  As  to  the  amendment  before  the 
House,  of  What  avail,  he  asked,  would  be  any  pri^ 
vision  autberizing  a  revision  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  The  Commissioner  has  fixed  his 
course  of  proceedings;  is  there  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  cases  which  he  has  heretofore  con- 
sidered within  the  limits  of  the  act,  will  hereafter 
be  considered  a^  without  it  1  In  any  event,  how- 
ever, the  United  States  ought  to  have  an  agent 
representini;  their  interests  before  the  Commis- 
sioner— as  m  the  case  of  settlements  under  the 
sixth  article  of  the  British  treaty,and  many  other 
similar  cases.  It  was  asking  too  much  of  the 
C^mmisaioner  to  be  at  once  a  party  and  a  judge 
in  the  cases  before  him.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  because  he  did  not  see  that 
it  would  produce  the  desired  effect;  though  he 
did  not  in  anywise  approve  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  RonauTaoN,  of  Louisiana,  after  disclaim- 
ing any  view,  in  his  former  observations,  to  im- 
pute selfitfh  motives  to  the  people  of  the  West, 
said,  that  when  the  question  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  last  session  was  first  agi« 
tated  in  this  House,  the  only  objections  offered 
against  it  were  to  the  conduct  of  the  officer  ap- 
pointed under  the  act.  What,  then,  had  been  hia 
surprise,  wheq  a  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  going  to  affect  the  moat 
important  principle  in  the  law  itself?  He  could 
not  see  the  connexion  between  the  bill  before  the 
House^  which  went  to  act  upon  the  law,  and  the 
objections  to  the  person  acting  under  the  law.  If 
there  were  any  occasion  for  additional  guards  on 
the  execution  of  the  law,  the  amendatorv  propo- 
sition of  his  friend  from  Kentjicky  would  answer 
every  purpose.  Mr.  R.  feared,  he  said,  that  enough 
had  already  been  said  to  prevent  decisions  under 
the  act,  in  consequence  of  a  kind  of  terror  which 
the  officer  would  feel  of  encountering  the  censure 
of  this  House.  As  far,  Mr.  R.  said,  as  be  could 
judge  of  the  conduct  of  that  officer«-as  £ir  as  be 
could  trace  his  course— he  had  seen  an  extreme 
solicitude  on  hia  part  to  do  what  was  right,  in  hia 
applying  for  advice  to  the  departments,  and  some- 
times getting  it ;  in  his  applying  to  the  highest 
law  officer  ol  the  Gk)  vera  meat,  (the  Attorney  Qea- 
eral,)  for  his  official  opinion  on  the  construction 
of  the  law — from  which  opinion  he  had  been  pre- 
cluded, because  the  law  had  not  required  the  At- 
torney General  to  give  it.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  waa 
not  satisfied  that  the  Commissioner  had  not  givca 
the  act  such  a  constrncUon  as  he  ought^or  it 
ought  to  be  construed  liberally,  in  his  opinion'^ 
and  it  depended  on  the  diffisreat  views  or  gentle- 
men  on  that  point,  whether  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioner  should  be  censured  or  approved. 
Individual  cases  had  been  mentioned  as  incor- 
rectly decided.  The  Commissioner  might  have 
acted  incautiously,  possibly;  but,  Mr.  R.said,  for 
an  individual  to  take  the  pains  that  he  did  to  ob- 
tain the  best  advice,  and  then  to  decide  incau- 
tiously, seemed  to  him  extremely  improbable. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  went  on  to  say,  he  was  of 
opinion  that,  as  the  war  was  a  common  affair,  so 
ought  the  loss  and  destruction  to  have  been  the 
common  loss.  To  make  it  so,  would  have  thia 
good  consequence^'ihat  those  who  are  secure  in 
the  interior  would  cautiously  plunge  the  nation 
into  war,  if  they  knew  that  they  were  equally  to 
bear  the  loss.  80  far  from  making  individoala 
indifferent  about  the  protection  of  property,  be- 
cause it  was  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Oevernment,  it 
would  operate  to  produce  a  general  defence  of  the 
property,  because  the  community  would  be  inter- 
ested in  its  preservation.  If  it  was  made  the 
business  of  the  nation  to  protect  property,  or  pay 
for  its  destruction,  the  mureinducemenu  would 
there  be  to  make  the  defence  of  every  point  com- 
plete^ and  the  more  correctly  would  the  Govern- 
ment act.  There  were  cases  yet  omitted  to  be 
provided  for  which  ought  to  be;  some  of  which 
Mr.  R.  referred  to,  such  as  destruction  of  property 
by  the  authority  of  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  the  course  of  the  military  openttonsi  dbc*.  The 
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law  of  1a8(  seMioii,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  too  narrow, 
instead  of  being  too  wide  in  its  principles.  Ho 
woold  ha?e  gone  farther ;  be  would  hare  appro- 

griattd  a  certain  san  of  money,  which  should 
ave  been  appontoaed  and  distributed  for  losses 
•nstaioed.  On  what  priDcipk,  he  asked,  was  the 
nation  oalled  on  to  give  some  indemnification  to 
those  who  bad  suffered  7  On  the  principle  that 
the  destruetioB  brought  on  them  was  a  destroo* 
tion  which,  aeoording  to  the  laws  of  war,  the 
enemy  had  a  right  to  produce.  Suppose  the  ruin 
of  individaals  had  been  consequent  on  conduct  of 
the  enemy  not  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  war,  and 
that  peace  had  been  made  without  providios  fur 
that  iademnity  which  the  enemy  ought  to  nare 
paid,  did  not  the  nation  staod  then  in  the  place  of 
tho^enemy,  as  to  ita  obligation  to  indemnify  its 
citizens  for  losses?  Mr.  R.  thought  it  did.  Other 
nations,  he  said,  bad  thought  it  was  their  duty  to 
act  on  that  principle.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
struction of  Moscow*  that  course  had  been  pur- 
sued, and  more  near  and  more  recently  in  Canada. 
Such  a  course  waa  calculated  to  secure  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  in  those  countries.  And  was 
there,  he  asked,  a  QoTorament  on  earth  which 
must  more  rely  on  the  attachment  of  its  citizens, 
or  which  was  more  dependent  on  their  good  will, 
than  ours?  . 

Mr.  R.  repeated  his  opinion,  that  as  (kr  as  the 
Commissioner  had  acted  liberally,  he  had  acted 
correctly*  He  did  not  know  that  he  had  in  any 
ease  acted  improperlr;  accordiuff  to  the  yiew 
which  Mr.  R.  had  taken  of  the  documents,  the 
Commissioner  had  shown  everv  disposition  to 
act  rightly.  Suppose,  however,  all  to  be  true  that 
had  been  said;  that  the  Commissioner  had  acted 
ever  so  incorrectly;  in  that  view, the  amendment 
aaoved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 
cover  the  case ;  which  amendment  he  also  ap- 
proTed  for  another  reason,  that  it  directed  a  re- 
port to  this  House  of  all  juat  claims  presented 
which  did  not  come  under  the  present  act. 

Mr.  TuoKsa,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  vote 
tfainst  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  in  favor  of  the  bin  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  It  was  not  impossible, 
however,  he  might  be  willing  to  go  as  far  as  the 
gentleman  just  sat  down  in  compensating  indi- 
Tiduala  for  property  actually  destroyed  or  injured 
In  the  public  service.  Of  this  description  of 
claims  there  were,  he  said,  two  great  olasees.  In 
respect  to  the  great  and  important  claims  for 
houses  destroyed  during  the  late  war,  it  appeared 
to  him  it  was  necessary  that  Congress  should  re- 
tain the  power  in  their  own  hands.  It  had  been 
a  roiing  principle  with  him,  that  Congress  ought 
to  peiiorm  all  the  duties  imposed  on  tnem,  with- 
out shifting  the  responsibility  to  others.  If  any 
eouvae  of  conduct  woold  have  a  tendency  to  les- 
sen the  character  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  augment  the  power  of  the  other  branch, 
it  was  the  practice  of  putting  responsibiliiy  from 
themselves  on  others.  The  effect  of  such  a  course 
was,  he  said,  to  make  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  all  in  all  $  to  take  from  this  body  all 
that  makes  ihom  eatimoble  or  venerable  in  the 


eyes  of  the  people,  Ic  was  rttf  cme^  that  Con- 
gress was  compelled  to  delegate  a  part  of  its 
Eower  in  regard  to  the  numerous  class  of  cases  of 
orses  lost,  because  they  were  of  so  little  ioiport- 
ance,  that  while  the  clerk  was  emploved  in  read- 
ing the  report  on  each  case,  would  be  more 
expense  of  time  and  money  to  the  country  than 
the  whole  claim  was  worth.  They  formed  a  juac 
exception  to  the  general  rule  he  mtd  laid  down. 
But  was  it  so  wiui  the  other  claims  under  the  aet 
of  last  session  1  The  claim  of  seven  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  this  city,  he  Instanced,  and 
others  of  that  description,  ought  to  be  specially 
passed  upon  by  Congress.  Gentlemen  seemed  le 
object  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Mr.  T.  thoaght 
unjustly.  Judging  from  things  he  had  seen  oa 
this  floor,  he  felt  full  confidence  in  thcna.  Were 
they  so  hard-hearted  as  had  been  intimated?  The 
gentleman  before  him  (Mr.  SHin)  would  wit- 
ness that  they  had  awarded  to  elaidiants  at  Balti- 
more the  Talue  of  their  property  desttvyed  bv 
order  of  our  officers,  to  no  email  amoont.  Mr.  T. 
urged  various  reaaone  why  a  committee  of  this 
House  would  be  a  proper  tribunal  to  report  oa 
such  cases.  If  the  case  of  O'Neale,  for  insiAnee^ 
had  presented  itself  to  this  House  in  the  same 
shape  in  which  it  had  done  to  the  Commiseioner, 
was  if  not  probable,  he  asked,  that  it  night  have 
beenffmntod?  But  it  came  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claioia  at  their  last  session ;  the  tesdmoay 
being  tx  parte,  they  sou^t  for  other  testimoof  , 
and  obtained  itj  which  induced  them  to  refect 
the  claim.  There  was  no  prohabillty  that  the 
House  would  be  too  rigorous.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
T.  said,  though  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  the 
length  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  he 
should  not  be  wantiag  in  a  proper  liberality  to 
the  claimants. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Jorii son,  Mr*  T.  con- 
sidered as  calculated  to  do  no  manner  of  good. 
If  the  claims  wen  to  be  revised  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  why  not  at  once  reftr  them  to 
some  Department  ot  the  Government  1  It  had 
been  asked  whether  the  President  was  not  enti- 
tled to  the  confideooe  of  the  House?  Mr.  T. 
said  he  had  as  much  confidence  in  him  as  most 
gentlemen,  but  he  did  not  like  that  sort  of  argu* 
ment  pressed  on  the  House,  being  a  question  too 
much  ad  hoimmtm,  when  the  real  question  was. 
whether  they  ought  to  shift  the  responsibility 
from  their  own  shoulders. 

Mr.  T.  did  not  wish  to  see  the  decision  of  these 
claims  left  to  an  individual  to  say  how  far  the  na- 
tion should  be  liberal.  So  far  from  giving  a  lib- 
ersl  construction  to  the  law,  Mr.  T.  thought  he 
ought  to  have  done  directly  the  reverse  of  what 
he  did-*not  that  he  did  it  corruptly,  beonuse  he 
believed  his  character  stood  far  above  that  impu- 
tation. The  law  ought  to  have  been  rigidly  eoa* 
stroed,  because,  if  he  decided  for  an  individaal, 
the  money  of  the  public  was  gone  past  recovery ; 
if  against  him,  the  doors  of  this  body  were  always 
open  to  him. 

It  had  been  said  that  this  Govenimeot  was 
pledjged  to  grant  the  claims  embraced  in  the  9th 
section  of  the  aet.    Mr.  T.  said  he  would  not  ad- 


m 


HISTOBT  OF  C(»rOE18B. 


Stt 


Dbccmbbh,  181|1 


Pa^fwmU  for' Jkoa  PropgHf* 


H.orR. 


sec 


mit  it  to  be  Ifne  that  thit  Hoaie  conld  not  as  a 
body  be  trusted  with  the  ie<|einptioa  of  its  own 
faith,  or  with  deeidiag  on  elaims  of  any  deeerip- 
tion,  particnlarly  on  those  represented  as  so  just 
claims*  As  to  the  expense  to  whieh  the  claimanu 
had  gone  in  taking  evidence,  that  would  not  be 
lost ;  for,  if  justified  in  coming  before  this  House, 
their  evidence  would  here  sustain  their  claims. 

Qentkineo,  be  said,  ought  not  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  merits  of  those  who  foogbt  in  the 
late  war.  We  all  feel  them,  said  Mr.  T.,  but  they 
do  not  enter  at  all  into  theqaestion  of  conferring 
power  on  others,  or  retaining  it  in  our  hands, 
which  is  the  real  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  jSuamT,  of  Yirfinia,  next  took  the  floor. 
What  improper  provisioo,  he  asked,  did  gentle- 
men contend  to  be  contained  in  the  act  of  last 
session  ?  To  which  they  would  answer,  as  they 
had  done,  thai  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the 
law,  bttt  there  was  something  improper  in  the 
administiatioo  of  the  law.  The  remedy  then, 
was,  not  to  rspeai  the  law,  but  to  modify  the  ad* 
mipistraiioa  of  the  law.  Such  was  the  remedy 
proposed  by^he  amendment  now  under  consider- 
ation. Mc  S.  said  he  would  not  examine  the 
question  how  far  the  Commissioner  had  corres- 
ponded his  decisions  to  the  act  of  the  last  session ; 
he  would  Oftly  say,  if  he  had  erred  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  law,  the  remedy  in  the  bill  was 
not  ao  appropriate  one.  It  would  be  much  bet- 
ter, he  said,  that  the  principle  he  had  acted  on 
should  be  carried  throughom  the  whole  of  the 
elaims  coming  under  it,  than  to  establish  an  odi- 
ous distinction  between  the  people  of  one  part  of 
the  country  and  of  another  part.  There  were  a 
number  of  persons  here,  who,  from  the  conve- 
nience of  their  situation,  had  oome  forwajd,  and, 
haviiif^  tbeir  claims  allowed,  had  received  money 
tberelor.  What  sbrt  of  justice  would  it  be,  he 
asked,  that  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
should  Qpt  alfliO  get  it  ?  It  was  more  important 
that  the  principle  of  justice,  of  liberality  if  you 
please,  should  be  extended  to  all,  than  that  a  dif- 
ferent rule  should  be  observed  as  to  difieient  sec» 
tioQs  of  ike  country.  He  would  rather  sacrifice 
a  million  Chan  establish  the  principle  that  one 
part  of  the  people  should  be  treaied  in  one  way 
and  one  in  auiother.  If  gentlemen  objected  to  the 
competency  of  the  officer,  the  check  or  conteol 
proposed  iia  the  amendment  would  remove  the 
objedioo,  by  placing  these  claims  in  the  same 
situation  as  all  other  demaada  against  the  Qov- 
ernment,  which  first  pass  under  the  scrutiny  of 
the  acconiuin|r  officecsi  and  then  undergo  revi- 
sion by  the  head  of  a  departmenu  Such  a  con- 
trol over  the  Commifsioner  would  have,  beside, 
the  salutary  e&ct  of  conforming  his  decisions  to 
the  practice  already  established  in  the  depart- 
ment. 

A  gentleman  had  said  that  it  would  be  pros- 
trating the  dignity  of  the  House  to  divest  them- 
selves of  the  responsibility  of  deciding  specially 
on  claims  coming  under  the  next  section  of  the 
act.  Mr.  S.  deoieid  it.  That  waa  not  a  prostra- 
tion of  the  dignitj  of  the  Honse,  but  he  would 
tell  thq  gcntlemaa  what  it  was.   It  it  prosdating 


the  digniur  ef  Congress,  said  he,  to  confide  the 
general  affain  of  the  Government  entirely  to  the 
beads  of  departaaeot,  to  have  to  consult  the  See* 
retary  of  State  whenever  we  want  to  know  any* 
thing  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  echo  his  Ian* 
guage  \  to  run  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf 
whenever  you  wish  to  know  aaything  of  the 
finances.  But  it  was  ao  disrespect  to  themselvee 
to  refer  to  a  Commissioner  the  examination  of 
small  cases  of  sufierere  in  the  war.  There  were 
cases,  it  was  true,  whieh  could  not  be  brought 
within  general  roles,  which  should  be  speciallr 
examined  ;  but  all  cases  coming  within  general 
rules  ought  to  be  confided  to  a  subordinate  au- 
thority. To  show  the  unfitnesa  of  thia  House  for 
the  decision  of  numerous  daims,  Mr.  8.  in- 
stanced the  proceedings  of  the  House  in  the  case 
of  any  private  claim.  Would  the  nentleman  tell 
him  that  there  was  deliberation,  mat  there  wee 
judgment  exercised  in  auch  caaea?  How  maay 
in  thia  House  knew  an]rthing  of  the  facu  in  de- 
ciding on  a  private  claim?  who  put  tbemaelvea 
to  the  tiouble  to  think  about  it?  Thia  ohaerva- 
tion  waa  not  peraonal  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  but  it  aroae  from  the  nature  of  thingaw 
Such  oodiea  were  wholly  incompetent  to  the  ad* 
judieatioQ  of  claima.  Mr.  S.  conceived  the  prln« 
ciple  adopted  by  the  9th  aectien  of  the  aet  of  last 
aession  to  be  a  proper  one,  auch  as  all  joat  Oov- 
ernments  would  adopt;  becauae,  aeoorchng  to  the 
laws  of  «Ar,  an  enemy  baa  a  right  to  destroy 
property  employed  for  military  purposes.  It  is 
m  fact,  said  he,  your  aoi— Qovernount  being 
bound  to  protect  itacitisens  from  the  rightfttl  acts 
of  the  enemy.  So  far  did  the  aet  of  the  last  ses- 
sion go,  aod  no  farther.  He  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  repealing  any  part  of  iL 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  it  was  with  great  re- 
luctance he  rose  to  address  the  Committee,  as  well 
on  general  grounds  of  olyectioa  to  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House,  as  because  he  rose  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  report  of  a  committee  whieh  deserved 
great  credit  for  its  general  conduct,  and  for  the 
uniform  correctness  of  its  deoisions.    The  House 
were  called  upon  bv  the  bill  reported  by  that 
committee  to  repeal  the  9th  section  of  the  act 
now  in  question ;  to  whieh  his  friend  firom  Ken- 
tucky had  jproposed  an  amendment  which  had 
for  its  object  a  modification  of  the  administration 
of  the  law.    Before  the  House  determined  to  re- 
peel  that  section  of  the  law,  they  ought  to  exaaa-* 
me  and  see  whether  in  fact  there  was  anything, 
to  l^  reprobated  in  the  principle  of  it.    What 
was  that  principle  ?    It  w|m  this :  that,  when  Um 
Gk>vernmeot  seizes  the  property  of  a  private  indi* 
vidual,  and  converts  it  to  the  uses  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  the  property  is  in  consequence  thereof 
destroyed,  there  exists  ao  obligation  on  the  com- 
munity to  indemnify  the  particular  individual 
who  has  sufiered.     That  being   the  principle,- 
could  there  be  any  member  of  the  House  who 
would  say  it  was  wrong  1    The  public^  said  he, 
seizes  my  house,  converts  it  into  a  garrison,  and 
the  enemy  destroys  it:  is  not  the  public,  on  every 
principle  of  justice,  bound  to  indemnify  me  for 
the  loaa?    Uiiquestioneblys  •&'  aneh  was  the 
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prioetple  of  the  9th  sectioD  of  the  law.  What 
were  ihe  secorities  which  the  section  contained 
•gainsf  abuses  which  might  arise  ander  it?  In 
the  fimt  place,  occupation  as  a  military  deposite 
was  required ;  in  the  second  place,  the  uccupation 
moKt  have  been  authorized  by  an  officer  or  agent 
of  the  Grenerai  Go?ernment  acting  ander  it,  and 
the  destruction  must  be  traced  to  that  cause  be* 
fore  the  6ofi«*rers  can  be  entitled  to  compensation. 
There  was,  then,  in  his  conception,  Mr.  C.  said, 
nothing  in  the  principle,  nothing  in  the  details  or 
the  9ih  section,  whicn  called  for  the  animadrer- 
sion  of  this  House.  It  ought  to  be  retained,  be- 
cause it  was  foundfd  in  justice  and  policy ;  whilst 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  went  to 
put  erervtbing  afloat,  and  turn  the  clatmaots 
over  to  ibis  House  for  redress. 

But  a  worthy  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
whom  he  alwayai  listened  with  great  respect,  had 
said  that  the  section  ought  to  be  repealea,  because 
it  deyoived  duties  and  responsibility  from  this 
House  on  others.  What,  Mr.  C.  asked,  was  the 
business  of  legislation  ?  The  prescription  of  roles. 
It  resulted  Irom  the  nature  of  all  Legislatures 
that  a  Legislature  cannot  apply  the  rules  it  is  its 
duty  to  prescribe.  Did  Congress,  in  enacting  the 
law  of  last  session,  cast  from  their  shoulders  the 
responsibility  of  prescribing  the  rules  which  were 
to  guide  the  decisions  of  these  claims  ?  No,  cer- 
tainly. If  they  had,  then  might  they  with  some 
justice  have  been  charged  with  shrinking  from 
their  duty,  and  surrounding  the  Bzecutive  with 
an  imporiance  which  would  prostrate  thedignity 
of  this  body.  Congress  prescribed  the  rules,  and 
directed  ihe  appointment  of  a  subordinate  officer 
to  apply  them. 

But,  although  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  9th  sec- 
tion were  indisputably  correct,  being  founded  on 
justice,  it  was  contended  that  there  had  been  such 
abuse  under  it,  that  the  House  ought  to  guard  the 
Treabury  against  further  decisions  under  it.  With 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner,  whose 
decisions  had  been  called  into  question,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  really  did  not  think  that  officer  had  had 
fair  play  on  this  floor,  the  House  having  appeared 
in  a  sort  of  trepidation  wheoever  the  subject  was 
agitated,  without  having  regard  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  Commissiuoer  had  decided,  and  the 
facts  on  which  his  decisions  were  founded.  Mr. 
C.  expressed  his  regret  that  the  committee  ap 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
missioner had  not  reported,  as  it  was  due  to  the 
House,  due  to  themselves,  and  to  the  Commis- 
sioner, that  they  should  have  done.  In  a  mass  of 
decisions  by  that  Commissioner,  amounting  to 
seven  hundred  in  number,  two  or  three  only  had 
been  picked  out  as  incorrectly  decided.  If  in 
seven  hundred  cases  he  had  decided  six  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  correctly,  and  only  three  incor- 
rectly, Mr.  C.  demanded  whether,  when  we  con- 
sider the  fallible  nature  of  all  humao  transactions, 
the  conduct  of  the  Cummissioner  ought  to  have 
been  suhjected  to  the  severe  remarks  which  had 
been  made  on  this  floor.  The  decii>ions  of  the 
modern  Arisiides,  the  virtuous  Chancellor  Wythe, 
not  exceeded  in  high  character  by  the  great  Gfe- 


cian  himself,  had  not  excited  leas  scmtioy.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  had  happened  to  turn  his  attention  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Chancellor, and  he  found  that 
out  of  about  two  hundred  decisiona,  in  a  particu- 
lar period,  twenty  or  thirty  had  been  taken  op  to 
the  Appeal  Court,  and  out  of  that  number  ten 
had  been  reversed.  Suppose  the  conduct  of  an 
officer  like  him  had  been  brought  before  a  legis- 
lature, and  those  ten  cases  only  had  been  brougtit 
iato  view,  how  unjustlv  wonld  his  conduct  have 
been  viewed  !  Upon  the  three  cases  which  had 
been  particularly  objected  to,  he  had  no  hesiu- 
tion  in  saying,  on  the  statement  of  gentlemen 
themselves,  that  they  had  been  made  incorrectly ; 
that  Carroll's  and  Ringgold's  houses  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  destroyed  in  conseqaence  of 
their  military  occupation.  But  he  woold  say, 
that  the  House  ought  to  have  a  report  on  the 
whole  of  the  cases,  and  not  to  proaoanee,  on  the 
representation  before  them  of  two  or  three  cases, 
that  the  Commissioner  bad  acted  so  incorrectly  as 
to  make  it  necessary  to  repeal  a  material  part  of 
the  laWy  and  leave  the  parties  to  seek  relief'  by 
petition,  session  after  session,  to  this  House. 

With  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  eases  them- 
selves, embraced  within  that  aection,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  decide.  But,  said  Mr. 
C.|  let  us  select  a  class  of  cases;  let  os  recur,  Xot 
instance,  to  the  class  described  in  the  memorial 
from  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  What 
was  the  case  1  By  a  sort  of  tacit  consent,  the  war 
there  raged  with  peculiar  force.  It  had  been  the 
policy  of  the  Government  (and  in  his  judgment 
properly)  to  carry  the  war  into  Canada,  to  draw 
it  off*  rather  from  the  maritime  frontier  to  the 
provinces  of  the  enemy.  What  bad  been  the 
consequences  7  Peculiarly  unfortunate  to  the  ia- 
habiunts  of  the  Niagara  frontier;  ^^err  bouse 
became  a  garrison,  e ver^  man  a'soldier.  acMreely 
a  man  bad  escaped  without  the  loss  of  life  or 
property.  If,  in  the  ease  of  a  war  of  this  kind, 
individuals  suffer  losses,  ought  tbe]r  not  to  be  ia- 
demnifted  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  ability 
of  the  oounty  ?  Mr.  C.  assumed  the  position, 
and  he  said  ha  feared  not  how  some  gentlemen 
might  be  startled  at  it,  that  whenever  nations 
were  at  war,  it  was  their  duty  to  indemnifv  their 
citisens  for  all  losaes  sustained  on  the  land  ;  and 
that,  if  they  fail  to  do  it,  it  must  be  because, from 
tbenature  and  extent  of  those  demands,  it  was  mor- 
ally impossible  the  nation  should  satisfy  them. 
So  it  was  in  the  case  of  our  Revolotionary  war; 
the  resources  of  the  nation  were  then  wholly  in- 
adequate tocompensate  individuals  for  their  losses. 
This  was  a  principle,  he  said,  which  we  find  acted 
on  by  ail  Governments.  Where  they  ean  com- 
pletely execute  it  they  do:  where  they  cnaaotfo 
to  the  full  extent,  they  alleviate  the  sulferiags  of 
the  people  as  much  as  possible.  Mr.  C.  here  re- 
ferred to  the  recent  conduct  of  the  Bmperor  of 
Russia  in  this  respect.  We  have  all  seen,  be  said, 
a  notification  of  his  visiting  the  vanous  provinces 
of  his  Empire  devastated  by  war,  to  repair,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  losses  of  the  people,  and  Alleviate 
their  sufferings.  Was  there  anv  aspect  in  which 
a  soveffeigtt  could  present  himself,  more  calculated 
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to  endear  him  to  the  people,  to  ralljr  them  about 
hioQi  than  to  see  him  ezamiQing  their  houses  and 
mitigatiog  their  paias  ?    But  if  the  geaeral  prin- 
ciple virere  correct,  as  he  had  laid  it  down,  was 
not  its  force  increased  in  the  case  of  a  war  of  yol- 
uotary  declaration  on  the  part  of  the   nation, 
whose  citizens  appl/  for  remuneration  of  their 
losses  ?    And  did  U  not  advance  in  strength  as 
we  proceed  to  the  case  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
which  sufiereJ,  not  a  partial  loss  of  the  ffoods  of 
the  whole,  but  whose  whole  property  fell  a  sac- 
rifice to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  which  a 
principle  of  policy  carried  to  their  shores  ?    Look, 
ne  said,  at  what  other  Gorernments  have  done 
in  this  respect.    The  British  QoTernment  had 
determined  to  repair  to  their  Canadian  subjects 
the  injuries  whicn  thev  had  suffered.    Nay,  what 
had  one  of  our  States  aone,  invited  by  the  amount 
of  suffering  on  her  borders?    The  Legislature 
of  New  York  had  voted  $30,000,  for  the  partial 
relief  of  the  sufferers  on  her  frontiers.     When, 
then,  said  Mr.  C,  we  are  provoked  by  the  exam- 
ples of  Governments  across  the  water,  amount 
them  that  of  our  late  enemy,  healing  the  injuries 
of  their  people  inflicted  by  the  ravages  of  war ; 
when  we  come  home,  and  see  one  of  the  Statee. 
of  this  sovereignty,  feeling  for  the  losses  of  its 
citizens,  voting  money  for  their  relief— and  when 
we  reflect  that  the  late  war  was  one  in  which,  as 
the  one  or  other  army  prevailed,  death  and  de- 
struction followed  in  its  train — when  so  stimula- 
ted, let  me  ask,  if  we  had  failed  to  make  proper 
provisions  in  this  respect,  if  we  should  not  have 
indeed  deserved  that  hardened  character,  which, 
i  regret  to  see,  in  a  neighboring  Legislature,  has 
been  assigned  to  us  ? 

If  the  principle  of  the  act  of  last  session  was 
)ust.  and  the  administration  only  of  it  not  just, 
Mr.'C.  prayed  of  gentlemen  not  to  carry  their 
efforts  l^yond  the  emergency  of  the  case,  but 
leave  individuals  to  obtain  that  redress  which 
was  promised  to  them  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session.  Was  there  a  gentleman 
here  who  could  be  insensible  to  the  importanceof 
that  promise  ?  Would  they  nuike  distance  from 
the  Seat  of  GK>vernment  a  reason  for  refusing  re- 
dress? Beware,  said  h&  how  you  increase  the 
difficulties  experienced  from  the  present  expan- 
sion of  our  territory !  Will  you  say,  that  to  the 
man  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  you  will  give 
a  treatment  different  from  that  which  you  afiord 
lim  who  is  at  a  distanee?  Those  people  had 
collected  the  evidence  of  their  claims  at  great  ex- 
^nse  and  trouble ;  and  at  the  moment  when  they 
presented  their  cases,  the  House  were  called  on 
a  a  panic  to  repeal  the  law.  without  making  any 
>ther  provision,  or  leaving  them  any  other  remedy 
:han  iwhat  Mr.  C.  considered  a  refusal  of  their. 
ilainas.  They  were  to  be  told,  indeed,  that  they 
night  petition  Congress.  A  poor  remuneration  ! 
^is  word  for  it,  the  parties  would  go  unremune- 
ated,  aod  without  redress.  Ttie  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Shepfet)  had  properly  stated  the 
:ase  of  private  claims  before  the  House.  How 
>tten,  Mr.  C.  said,  when  he  had  in  his  official 
iharacter  called  on  the  members  for  their  re- 
I4tk  Con.  2d  Skss.— «13 


aponses  on  a  question  of  agreeing  to  a  report  of  a 
committee  on  a  private  claim,  he  bad  received 
not  a  solitary  aye  or  no  on  the  question  I  Case 
after  case,  he  said,  was  decided  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  without  a  single  indi* 
vidual,  except  the  members  of  the  oommitteeand 
the  member  who  presented  the  petition,  knowing 
anything  about  it.  We  want  competency,  said 
he,  not  mental  but  physical,  to  decide  correctly 
on  such  questions.  The  right  to  be  heard  by 
petition  in  this  House  is  in  fact  little  more  than 
the  right  to  have  your  petition  rejected.  Last 
session,  when  the  sufferers  individually  applied  to 
us,  the  answer  given  was,  that  there  should  be  a 
general  principle  established,  and  a  special  tribu- 
nal for  the  decision  of  their  claims.  That  was 
accordingly  done ;  and  the  Qovernment  was  now 
pledged,  Mr.  C.  said,  to  the  performance  of  that 
principle  by  all  the  sacred  obligations  of  honor, 
justice,  and  duty. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  no  better 
amendment  should  be  devi^d  than  that  propoaed 
by  his  worthy  friend,  he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  amendment,  but  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  with  any  remarks,  but 
for  some  observations  from  his  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  Sheffey)  in  relation  to  the  competency  of 
this  body  to  decide  on  private  claims,  at  which 
he  expressed  his  surprise.  Mr.  R.  asked  whether 
there  was  not  more  self-possession,  more  free 
agency  in  deputing  a  number  of  this  body  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  facts  in  regard  to  a  claim, 
and  thereupon  legislating,  than  in  transferring 
the  power  and  discretion  to  other  hands  ?  If  there 
was  objection  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  be- 
cause of  its  limited  number,  a  fortiori  there  must 
be  greater  to  this  miserable  Commissioner — mis- 
erable, he  said,  for  he  would  call  any  man  miser- 
able who  stood  before  this  House  and  this  nation 
in  the  relation  in  which  be  was  placed.  It  might 
as  well  be  made  a  reproach  to  the  modern  Aris- 
tides  that  he  sent  down  to  a  jury  of  twelve  mea 
for  certain  facts  on  which  a  cause  depended,  as 
to  this  House,  that  it  depended  on  the  report  of 
its  committees  on  cases  ofprivate  claims.  The 
case,  he  said,  was  plain.  He  was  content  to  trust 
the  Committee  or  Claims — as  content  to  uust 
any  committee  of  this  House  as  any  department 
of  this  Government.  The  committee  was  trust- 
worthy ;  as  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  them 
they  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  House.  But 
an  honorable  member  whose  exhortations,  said 
Mr.  R.,  it  becomes  us  all  to  listen  to  with  pro- 
found respect,  (the  Speaker,)  has  referred  to  the 
great  apathy  prevailing  on  private  claims,  so  ihjkt 
e  was  frequently  obliged  to  decide  without  an 
aye  or  no,  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  afraid — ^not  vouch- 
ing for  the  fact,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  but 
bound  to  take  it  for  the  fact,  the  gentleman  hav- 
ing said  it — if  the  House  was  to  give  up  its  power 
in  the  case  of  private  claims  because  no  man  re- 
sponded aye  of  no  to  the  Chair,  that  it  miffht  be 
given  up  in  almost  e?ery  case,  since  bills  fre- 
quently passed  before  the  House  with  as  little 
attention,  exciting  as  little  interest  in  this  body 
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as  reports  from  the  Cdmroittee  on  Claims.    From 
tfae  same  authoritjr  (he  Hoase  had  been  told  that 
the  right  of  petitiooing  this  House  was  the  right 
of  having  petitions  rejected.    For  the  honor-^ 
yea,  for  the  honor  of  this  House,  as  well  as  for 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  Mr.  R.  said  he  wished 
that  in  some  cases  coming  within  his  obser ration 
Binee  he  had  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  this  obser- 
vation were  correct.    So  far  from  considering 
the  right  of  petition  the  right  of  rejection,  if  it 
gave  any  objectionable  right,  it  was  that  suted 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  who  first 
spoke;  that  the  petitioner  has  an  opportunity  of 
imposing  on  the  watchfulness  of  the  committees; 
of  creating  a  feeling — a  feeling  out  of  the  House, 
to  operate  in  decisions  here.    Mr.  R.  said  he 
coola  bring  to  the  recollection  of  this  body  some 
cases  which  had  been  pressed  upon  the  consider- 
ation of  this  House;  cases  as  manifestly  un^ust^ 
as  obviously  not  coming  within   the  spirit  ot 
equity,  as  any  case  decided  by  this  Commissioner. 
What  had  been  the  consequence?  Why, petition 
after  petition  had  been  presented ;  year  after  year 
the  claim  had  been  pressed ;  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  claimant  ne?er  getting  worse,  that  on 
the  part  of  the  public  never  getting  better ;  till 
finally,  in  some  moment  of  8upinenes&  some  mo- 
ment of  unguarded  liberality,  the  House  was 
prevailed  upon  to  affix  its  seal  to  the  claim.    He 
waa  aware,  as  far  as  it  went,  this  would  go  to 
show  the  impropriety  of  making  committees  of 
this  House  aecide  conclusively  on  claims;  but 
that  was  no  reason  why  a  commission  heretofore 
unknown  to  this  countrv  should  be  established, 
and  the  old  barriers  of  the  Treasury  be  thrown 
down.    If  the  claims  of  these  individuals  were 
legal  at  the  Treasury,  tbey  would  be  paid.    If 
not.  said  Mr.  R.,  cmen  the  courts  of  justice  to  ihem; 
maae  the  Unitea  States  suable,  or  adopt  some 
other  measure  which  will  bring  their  claims  to 
an  equitable  test,  or  reserve  the  power  in  your 
own  hands.    If  you  delegate  it,  do  it  at  least  to  a 
responsible  tribunal.    The  principal  objection  to 
the  amendment  before  the  House  was,  that  it 
went  to  divide  the  responsibility — not  to  eke  out 
the  lion's  hide  with  the  fox's  skin,  but  to  eke  out 
the  fox's  skin' with  the  lion's  hide.    Charity — 
and  this  was  a  charitable  affair — charity,  he  said, 
would  cover  a  multitude  of  sins — not  meaning, 
in  his  remarks,  any  disrespect  to  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury,    w  herever  responsibility  was  divided, 
it  was  lessened.    It  was  not  expected  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  separately  ex- 
amino  all  these  claims — the  provision  proposed 
would  terminate  in  empty  form — ^but  behind  the 
legis  of  the  Treasury  the  Commissioner  would 
find  safety.    If  he  could  stand  with  safety  on  the 
ground  he  now  occupied,  what  misht  he  not  do 
when  all  his  acts  were  sanctioned  by  that  influ- 
ential department? 

But,  it  appears,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  must  go 
on  in  the  course  we  have  commenced,  because  to 
do  otherwise  would  make  a  difference  between 
classes  of  daim&nts;  because  the  United  Slates 
having  been— it  is  not  worth  while  to  mince  the 
mattei^— having  been  most  shamefully  and  scan- 


dalously plundered,  under  pretence  of  eqaitaUe 
claims,  to  the  amount  of  some  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  every  other  man  mast  be  al- 
lowed to  put  his  lancet  in  and  bleed  the  Treas- 
ury. If  the  public  veins  contained  more  blood 
than  Leviathan  himself,  Mr.  R.  said  itwoold  not 
satisfy  them  all.  But,  said  gentlemen,  the  Com- 
missioner had  had  a  jog  ;  such  claims  in  the  time 
to  coree  will  not  be  admitted.  Ah  I  then,  what  be- 
comes of  the  argument  that  all  eases  of  claims  of 
the  same  nature  ought  to  be  paid  alike?  Bat 
give  us  the  same  man,  gentlemen  seemed  to  say, 
and  you  may  change  principles  as  yoa  will,  for 
DO  man  will  say  that  the  House  is  prepared  to 
support  a  continuation  of  these  decisions  on  the 
same  principle  on  which  some  have  been  made 
by  the  Commissioner.  Tou  may  brinff  lo-mor- 
row,  not  only  from  within  five  hundred  miles  ef 
this  place,  but  within  ^te,  the  same  sort  of  claims, 
and  produce  them  to  this  Commissioner,  whe- 
ther the  same  person  be  in  office  or  not,  and  I 
presume  you  would  have  them  at  once  rejected, 
but  how  cruel  it  is,  when  the  cup  of  fruition  is  as 
it  were  at  the  lips  of  the  j^nting  expectant,  for 
this  House,  for  the  Committee  of  Claims — xh%t 
Rhadamanihean  committee — to  dash  it  fron  the 
{wrched  lips  of  these  thirsty  patriots!  For  my 
own  part,  sir,  I  have  hot  one  favor  to  ask  of  this 
or  of  any  other  Government  under  the  sun — that 
they  would  keep  their  hands  ofi*  my  person  and 
out  of  my  pocket.  And,  on  the  principle  that  I 
do  not  wish  these  Commissioners,  aa  Ubitum, 
to  plunge  their  hands  into  my  pocket,  it  is  that 
I  am  against  the  amendment.  I  have  no  doobt, 
in  consequence  of  malfaisance  under  this  law,  if 
it  were  to  he  repealed,  some  injustice  would  be 
done :  but  I  cannot,  therefore,  consent  that  every 
man  restrained  by  nothing,  by  no  sense  of  honor, 
morality,  or  reputation,  may  dive  his  hand  as 
deep  as  he  pleases  into  the  public  chest.  I  can- 
not consent  to  it.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  hoped  not  only  that  the  amendment  would 
be  rejectea,  but  that  there  would  be  some  further 
modification  of  this  bill.  So  far  from  deserving 
the  character  given  to  it  in  this  Committee,  the 
bill  had  not  gone  far  enough,  he  thought,  to  se- 
cure.the  public  against  plunderers. 

Mr.  GaoavBNoa,  of  New  York,  acknowledged 
the  justice  of  many  observations  which  had  been 
made ;  but  he  had  heard  no  gentleman,  except  the 
gentleman  last  np,  object  to  the  principle  of  the 
ninth  section    proposed  to  be  repealed.     fMr. 
Ranoolpb  said,  he  did  nut  object  to  the  princi- 
ple.]   Then,  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  did  not  know  how 
the  gentleman  intended  to  apply  his  speech.    If 
he  objected  to  striking  oat  the  provisijn  in  this 
bill  for  repealing  part  of  the  law  now  in  exist- 
ence—[Mr.   RAftnoLPH  said,  he  would  tell  the 
gentleman  what  he  meant :  he  was  in  favor  of 
making  compensation  where  he  thought  it  was 
due — he  thought  the  present  law  defective — he 
thought  the  bill  before  the  Committee  defective, 
and  that  theamendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  make  it  more  defective 
that  it  already  is.]    Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  not  much 
misapprehended  the  gentleman.     The    simple 
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qoeatioD,  after  alJ  was  said  aad  dooe,  Mr.  Q.  said, 
was  this:  is  tbia  Hoase  a  better  cribuoal  for  hear- 
ing testliDooy  or  for  applying  the  principles  of  law 
than  a  Commissioner,  or  is  a  Commissioner  better 
than  this  House  ?    This  was  the  only  question 
remaining.  Can  we,  said  he,  arrive  better  at  truth, 
doing  justice  to  individuals,  by  the  ordinary  ex- 
amination of  private  claims  in  the  House,  or  will 
not  a  commission,  consisting  of  one,  two,  or  three 
men.  accomplish  this  object  better  than  we.    In 
short,  said  he,  is  this  a  better  tribunal  than  our 
courts  of  justice  for  such  decision  ?  The  nature  of 
the  case  forbade  it,  as  Mr.  Q.  proceeded  to  show  by 
various  illustrations.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia bad  said,  he  would  as  »oon  trust  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  as  a  Commissioner,    Why,  "^^^^ 
Mr.  G.  said,  if  that  committee  were  put  into 
commission,   properly  constituted,  aiui    having 
sufficient  time  on  their  hands  j  and  so  would  he. 
But  how  different  was  iheir  situation,  he  said, 
having  but  one  hour  on  two  or  three  mornings 
in  a  week  to  hear  evidence  and  decide  on  cases, 
to  ^0  justice  to  which  would  uke  weeks  if  not 
months  of  laborious  attention.     The  fact  was 
andeniabl^,  be  said,  that  this  House  was  incom- 
petent to  decide  on  claims.    In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  it  decided  on  claims  without  ten  men  in  the 
House  knowing  what  it  was  upon.    Why,  they 
would  not   even,  in  cases  of  great  magnitude, 
print  the  case,  that  they  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  something  of  it.    He  recollected 
the  other  da}r,  the  case  o{  the  sufferers  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  of  which  the  House  had  refused 
(he  printing — [.Mr.  Rahoolpb  in  an  under  tone 
asked,  why  the  petitioners  had  not  printed  it  them- 
selves ?]    Perhaps  if  they  had,  gentlemen  would 
have  found  it  too  voluminous  to  read,  and  their 
money  would  have  been  thrown  away.    Petitions 
generally  seemed  to  be  left  to  the  person  present- 
ing them,  to  do  and  negotiate  with  the  commit- 
tee.   If  the  committee  reported  unfavorably,  to 
be  sure,  the  decision  might  be  reversed  by  the 
House ;  which  he  believed  had  never  happened/ 
[Mr.  Yancby,  or  some  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  )x^tt  intimated  that  they  had  frequently 
been  reversed.]    Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  extremely 
glad  to  hear  it ;  for  it  held  out  to  him  some  pros- 
pect of  getting  a  recent  report  of  the  committee 
reversed,  nrhich  be  was  sure  ought  to  be  set  axide. 
The  committee  was  a  very  safe  one  for  the  pub- 
lic, Mr.  Q.  said ;  they  were  excellent  hands  to 
dash  the  cup  from  the  parched  lips  of  the  peti- 
tioners— parched  indeed   by  suffering  and  dis- 
tress— many  of  whom  had  had  their  property  de- 
stroyed, and  others  left  orphans  ana  widows  by 
the  chances  of  war.    When  a  member  came  with 
these  claims  before  that  committee— .they  were 
honorable  men,  but  they  were  rigid — they  had 
not  only  shut  the  door  of  the  Treasury  against 
the  claimants,  but  thrown  the  key  into  the  ocean. 
Going  on  to  compare  the  decisions  of  this  House 
with  those  of  the  Commissioner,  Mr.  G.  said,  it 
was  certain  this  House  would  grant  too  little, 
and    barely  possible  the  Commissioner  would 
grant  too  much ;  and,  if  the  Commissioner  should 
err  in  one  out  of  a  thousand  cases,  he  would  only 


award  payment  to  soq^e  poor  wreteh,  whose  mia* 
fortune  it  would  be  that  his  loss,  equally  grievous 
with  others,  did  not  come  within  the  nice  techni- 
calities of  the  law.  In  committing  such  an  error, 
if  I  were  the  Commissioner,  said  Mr.  G.,1  would 
solace  myself  with  the  recollection  of  it  during 
my  whofe  life.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  grant  too 
much  rather  than  too  little. '  It  was  really  but  a 
trifle,  after  all.  Suppose  Congress  were  to  give 
to  the  Niagara  sufferers  ail  they  bad  lost^it 
would  be  but  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Throughout  the  whole  United  States,  if  all  lossea 
were  to  be  paid  for,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  believe 
they  would  amount  to  two  millions  j  with  the 
provisions  of  the  present  law,  be  did  not  believe 
the  amount  would  be  a  million. 

The  gentleman  last  up  had  said,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  not  bear  decisions  on 
the  principle  that  the  Commissioner  had  estab- 
lished. Mc  G.  said,  he  knew  of  no  construc- 
tion the  Commissioner  had  given  to  this  law 
that  he  found  fault  with.  The  Commissioner, 
said  he,  went  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secre- 
tary  at  War.  and  decided  according  to  their  con- 
structions. The  difficulty  was,  if  any,  that  testi- 
mony, bringing  cases  within  his  construction  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  there,  had  not  l>een  suffi- 
ciently scrutinized.  If  so,  the  gentleman  last  up 
was  wrong  in  saying  the  principles  of  decision 
would  be  changed,  when  in  fact  there  would  be 
only  a  check  on  the  reception  of  testimony. 

As  to  the  dignity  and  duty  of  this  House,  he 
said  it  was  their  duty  to  originate  and  establish 
principles  of  l%w$  it  was  never  intended  this 
House  should  examine  the  facts  as  to  particular 
claims  on  the  Treasury,  nor  was  it  their  duty. 
There  was  nothing  new  in  this  doctrine.    The 
gentleman  had  said,  the  House  were  establishing 
a  novel  principle.    No  such  thing,  said  Mr.  G. 
Does  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  gen- 
eral principles,  settle  accounts  every  day;  in 
cases  of  contracts  for  siipplying  the  Army,  Navy, 
dbc?  There  was  nothing  different  in  principle  m 
the  law  of  last  session  from  such  cases ;  there 
was,  therefore,  no  barrier  broken  down  whatever. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  not  fully  satisfied  with  the 
amendment;  he  would  be  in  favor  of  adding 
two  Commissioners  to  the  present — but  gentle* 
men  appeared  to  have  gotten  into  their  heads 
that  they  must  be  very  economical,  and  thus 
hazard  the  loss  of  a  great  deal  more  than  would 
pay  the  salary  of  these  additional  Commission- 
ers.   But  if  money  was  saved  here,  no  matter 
where  else  it  leaked  out.    Mr.  G.  made  some 
further  illustrations  of  his  views,  and  concluded 
his  argument  in  favor  of  a  commission  for  decid- 
ing on  claims,  by  a  reference  to  the  eomtnission 
appointment  for  settling  the  conflicting  Yazoo 
Claims,  which  he  said  he  had  no  doubt  would 
bring  the  case  perfectlv  home  to  the  recollection 
ofthe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolpb.) 
Mr.  CALBOnN  next  spoke.    He  said,  it  had 
been  remariced  that  the  administration  of  the 
law  by  the  Commissioner  was  defective,  and  not 
the  law  itself;  but,  Mr.  C.  said,  in  vindicating 
this  bill,  and  opposing  the  amendment,  he  ob- 
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jected  DOt  to  the  adtninistrttion  of  the  law,  hot  to 
the  part  of  the  law  itself  which  was  proposed  to 
be  repealed.    He  considered  it  ohjectioaable  in 
point  of  principle.    There  was  a  material  differ* 
ence,  be  said,  between  cases  of  property  destroyed 
in  the  military  service,  and  those  of  houses  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy.    The  one  case  was  de- 
fined, the  other  not.    Besides,  the  eases  of  houses 
destroyed  were  but  few;  whilst  eases  of  the 
former  description  were  numerous.    There  was, 
therefore,  good  reason  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  classes  of  cases.    Mr.  C.  con- 
sidered the  case  of  the  destruction  of  houses  by 
an  enemy  as  involring  a  great  principle.    He 
knew  that  the  gentlemen  from  Louisiana  and 
Kentucky  had  expressed  their  views,  that  the 
whole  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  an  enemy 
during  war  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public 
funds.    To  this  doctrine,  Mr.  C.  objected  alto- 
gether.   The  very  declaration  of  war,  he  said, 
changed  the  value  of  property.    If  you  do  away 
the  direct  effect  of  war  by  paying  for  property 
actually  destroyed,  ought  you  not  to  compensate 
individuals  for  indirect  losses  occasioned  by  the 
war  ?    The  very  declaration  of  war,  he  said,  sunk 
the  value  of  tonnage  fifty,  sixty,  or  seventy  per 
cent.    If  you  would  remunerate  individuals  for 
houses  destroyed  by  an  edemv,  why  not  for  other 
property,  whose  value,  equally  imporiaot  to  the 
owners,  is  equally  destroyed  by  the  war  t    How 
will  you  distinguish  between  these  cases  ?    Other 
laws,  besides  acts  of  war,  are  frequently  made  by 
a  Government,  which  change  the  value  of  pro- 
perty.    An  embargo  is  laid,  for  instance,  by 
which  a  certain  description  of  property,  to  a  large 
amount,  is  made  wholly  unproductive.    The  idea 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  Mr.  C.  said, 
went  upon  a  misconception.    All  laws  are  made 
for  the  general  good ;  and,  whether  au  individual 
be  benefitted  or  not^  it  is  his  duty  to  acquiesce,  and 
not  oppose  the  decision  of  his  country.    The  de- 
claration of  war  did  on  the  frontier  of  New  York 
produce  distress;  but  the  interior  of  New  York 
it  enriched  with  a  shower  of  gold.    It  benefitted 
thetp  with  a  market  which  oihers  had  not.    To 
equalize  the  effects  of  the  war  exactly,  according 
to  gentlemen's  notions, you  should  take  from  those 
who  were  benefitted  by  the  war,  and  give  to  those 
who  sustained  loss. 

The  reason  why,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  indisposed 
to  submit  this  important  class  of  cases  to  the  de- 
cision of  any  commissioner,  was,  that  the  cases 
descended  by  imperceptible  gradations  from  occu- 
pation that  was  military,  to  that  which  was  not. 
For  example,  the  whole  of  the  houses  on  a  part 
of  the  Niagara  frontier  had  been  destroyed;  many 
of  them  were  in  the  occupation  of  military  force, 
but  the  majority  were  not,  but  were  destroyed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  others.  Here,  then,  is  a 
class  of  cases  of  great  importance,  not  only  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  claims,  but  as  to  the  doctrine 
connected  with  them;  they  were  such  as  no  com- 
missioner could  decide,  if  the  principle  was;  es- 
tablished of  paying  for  them  all,  in  the  event  of 
any  future  war  it  would  bankrupt  the  nation.  If 
a  commercial  town  was  attacked,  the  nation 


must  pay  for  every  house  destroyed !  Sa v  the 
city  of  New  Tone  was  destroyed,  ^ould  the 
Treasury  meet  so  vast  a  claim  for  reimbursement? 
It  could  not.  Beware,  said  Mr.  C.,  how  yoa  in- 
troduce the  principle  into  the  statute  book,  of  de- 
stroying the  distinction  between  public  and  pri- 
vate property!  By  doing  so^  you  become  the 
universal  insurers.  The  enemy  will  make  war 
on  yon  in  that  way  which  will  most  affect  your 
Treasury.  If  you  adopt  the  principle  advocated 
by  these  gentlemen,  your  towns  may  fall  a  sacri- 
fice to  it,  in  the  hope  thereby  to  bankrupt  you. 

It  had  been  stated  that  tnis  House  was  not  a 
proper  tribunal  to  decide  on  private  clainis.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  regretted  to  hear  this  remark,  pariicn- 
larly  fVom  the  source  from  which  ft  came.  This 
House  was  as  capable,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  any  tribu- 
nal whatever.  A  committee  mignt  be  selected 
who  would  attend  with  vigilance  to  the  claims, 
as  would  the  present  Committee  of  Claims;  and 
if  the  House  was  not  rery  vigilant  in  superin- 
tending the  reports  of  its  committees,  why  was  it 
not?  Because  they  had  a  confidence  in  the  re- 
ports, which,  as  regarded  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  Mr.  C.  asserted  to  be  well  founded.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  acquiescence  in  the 
acts  of  a  committee  construed  into  inattention 
and  want  of  disposition  to  attend  to  them.    The 

fenileman  fVom  Virginia  had  well  said,  that  this 
ind  of  negligence,  experienced  in  private  cases, 
was  equally  applicable  to  public  bills.  It  is  not 
the  fact,  said  Mr.  C,  that  this  acquiescence  is 
negligence.  The  House  is  vigilant  and  attentive  : 
and,  when  there  is  not  an  express  division  on 
any  question  before  it,  it  only  indicates  that  the 
members  of  the  House  have  made  up  their  mind 
on  the  subject,  and  do  not  desire  a  division. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  C.  said, 
was  not,  he  believed,  a  favorite  body  in  the  na- 
tion. It  had  no  patronage  to  bestow,  no  favors 
to  grant,  and  could  rely  only  on  its  qwn  character 
to  sustain  it;  and  it  was,  therefore,  the  duty  of 
members  to  defend  the  character  of  the  House. 
It  bad  been  said  that  the  power  of  petitioning 
this  House  was  merely  the  power  of  having  a 
'petition  rejected.  Mr.  C.  considered  the  reverse 
the  fact;  that  mere  importunity  sometimes  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  claims  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  allowed.  He  was  aware,  he  said,  that 
this  argument  made  something  against  the  capa- 
city of  this  House  to  decide  on  claims^  but  not  in 
the  sense  iti  which  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York  and  Kentucky  had  pressed  this  point  against 
the  House.  If  anv  failing  in  this  respect  was 
imputable  to  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  that 
they  acted  with  too  much  feeling;  and  when  the 
claimants  came  before  this  House,  they  would 
find  ample  indulgence.  Mr.  C.  said,  further,  that 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  where,  in  the  cases 
of  houses  destroyed,  there  could  be  proved  regu- 
lar military  occupation  by  military  force,  the 
cases  would  be  favorably  decided.  But  the  cases 
changed  by  minute  graduations^  from  actaal  to 
accidental  military  occupation,  tn  such  manner 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  trust  the  decision  of 
those  cases  to  any  tribunal  but  this  House. 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  wm  sorry  he  had,  Sd  any  de<- 
ffree,  pro? oked  the  sensibility  of  the  gentleman 
From  0oath  Carolina,  but  was  happy  to  find,  froai 
this  occaHon,  that  the  Hoose  had  in  him  so  happy 
in  eologist.  When  he  had  said  that  the  right  of 
letitioB  was  little  mere  than  the  right  of  rejec- 
iioQ,  he  did  not  mean  certainly  in  the  eases  of 
rreat  rights  occasionally  brought  before  this 
dense,  but  in  minor  cases  they  were  incompetent 
0  investigate  and  decide  on  claims.  And,  when 
he  gentleman  had  run  away  with  his  i:emarks 
m  this,  as  he  had  doae  on  another  point,  he  should 
lave  been  glad  had  he  correctly  appreciated  them, 
state  the  fact,  said  Mr.  C,  let  the  eonseqnence 
le  what  it  may,  that,  on  the  decision  of  a  claim, 
Q  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
aittee  of  Claims,  there  are  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
aembers  who  do  qoi  understand  the  question. 
Ind,  in  saying  this,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  meant  to  caat 
10  refleetion  on  the  House;  the  relation  in  which 
le  stood  Co  it,  and  the  favor  he  bad  reeeired 
rora  the  Hotise,  his  knowledge  of  the  high  char- 
cter  and  integrity  of  the  members  who  com- 
posed it,  forbade  the  idea.  But  he  stated,  in  What 
te  had  applied  to  this  House^  a  fact  inherent  in 
ill  public  hodies. 

The  gentleman  had  not  less  misunderstood  him 
in  this  point,  Mr.  C.  said,  than  on  the  general 
principles  with  which  he  set  out;  and  he  should 
lave  been  unmindful  of  the  respect  due  to  him- 
elf,  if  he  bad  not  considered  all  the  consec^uences 
f  the  position  be  bad  taken,  in  all  the  vi^ws  in 
rhich  the  geijitleinanV  abstract  mind  had  placed 
L  The  ca^e  of  maxitin^e  loss,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
ad  excepted  from  his  position.  But  he  oould 
oaeeive,  ihat  in  easeaot  maritime  Kms,  where  a 
ncion  pluDgea  iato  war  without  giTing  notice  10 
;•  citizens,  and  odcaaions  distress,  there  mar  be 
n  obligation  on  the  nation  to  remunerate  the  loss, 
Ithooghfrom  want  of  abiKty  it  inay  not  attempt 
}  do  it.  There  was  another  modineation  of  the 
rtncipte,  also ;-  the  national  ability  to  pay,  or  the 
fieet  of  such  payment  on  the  g.eneral  welfare: 
nd,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  adinft,'  in  cases  where 
he  extent  Of  the  injury  is  very  great,  where  a 
esolatiog  or  cohflag.rating  war  of  invasion  has 
aid  waste  a  whole  country,  the  nation  ought 
iQtto  indeoibify  its  citizens;  not  because  it  would 
lot  be  just,  but,  because  it  was  impossible,  and 
be  sovereign  authorll)[  was  coaipelle4  to  look  bo 
be  case  aiiienlly.  So  in  the  ease  of  cities.  Hi? 
irinciple  Va9»  Mr.  C.  said,  that  where  the  indi- 
riduaia  of  Sk  cpuntry  have  suiSered  losses  in  war^ 
if  the  kind  spoken  o£,  it  was  for  the  nation  to 
adge,  looking  to  the  state  of  its  inanees,  whether, 
from  the  sute  of  its  cireumstances^  it  can  fulfil 
what,  if  it  be  able,  be  a  solemn  obligation. 

With  regard  to  the  cdnsequenees  of  such  a 
[lolicy,  Mr.  C.  said  he  differed  essentitUy  with 
the  gentleman,  when  he  supposed  it  would  invite 
an  eueoiy  to  destroy  your  property.  The  nation 
which  is  to  inake  this  indemnity  to  its  citizens 
for  losses,  makes  it  not  at  the  moment  of  the  loss, 
but  consults  its  own  inclination  as  to  time  and 
manner,  fiut  the  gentleman  had  hinted  that  an 
enemy  woiild  destroy  your  towns,  in  order  to 


make  the  dettrqction  a  pnblie  loss.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman believe  that  no  consideration  but  mdi* 
vidual  suffering  now  and  ever  will  restrain  such 
conduct  in  a  civilized  enemy?  No;  hopeless  in- 
deed, said  Mr.  C,  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
world,  if  the  security  of  individual  property  in 
war  rested  on  the  basis  on  which  the  gentleman 
had  placed  it.  The  security  of  individual  pro- 
perty results,  first,  from  the  progress  of  mind,  the 
civilization  of  man,  and  next;  from  the  appre- 
hension of  bringing  dreadful  retaliation  on  the 
subjects  of  the  assauaqt.  W^ould  not  any  enemy 
reason  very  badly  who  would  reason  as  the  gen- 
tieoiaa  had  done?  When  meditating  the  de- 
struction of  the  city  of  New  York,  that  the  publk 
might  suffer  the  loss,  would  not  the  enemy  say. 
if  fdo  this,  I  shall  have  asainst  me  the  anited 
voice  of  the  whole  civilised  World?  Wonld  he 
not  further  sav,  if  I  do  it,  London  or  Pads,  my 
oWn  cities,  will  sofier  in  consequence  of  it  ?  Yes, 
Mr.  C.  said,  it  was'  a  visionary  idea.  A  security 
against  soon  conduct  in  an  enemy  was  found  in 
the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  man  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pr6secution  of  war,  and  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  being  themselves  visited  in  Uk^ 
manner. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  comprehend  distinctly 
what  the  gentleman  was  in  favor  of ;  but  under- 
stood him  to  intimate,  that  it  the  property  of  an 
individual  was  seized  and  converted  to  poblio 
Vse,  and  in  consequence  thereof  destroyed,  it  ought 
to  be  paid  lor.  Such,  Mr.  C,  said,  was  the  pro* 
vision  in  the  existing  law,  which  he  was  opposed 
to  repealing,  ^.,  believing  that  a  commissioner 
or  any  single  judge  was  better  able  to  decide  on 
the  evidence  of  snch  casee,  than  diis  House 
eoold  be. 

After  Mr.  C.  concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WnioBT,  the  Comipittiee  rose,  andL  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


TiTEBDAT,  December  31. 

The  Spaann  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  the  last  session^  on  the  letter 
of  Majbt  Qeneral  Harrison,  relative  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  public  money  by  him,  on  the  North- 
western frontier  during  the  late  war;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  sielect  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  RonaBTBON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pnblie  Lands,  nwde  unfavorable  r^orts  on  the 
petitionof  snndry  inhabitants  of  Jefierson  county, 
in  the' Mississippi  Territory;  on  the  petitionof 
John  Wi  Bin^pson,  and  of  sQodiy  inhabitants  of 
Shawanoe  town,  in  th^  Illinois  Territory ;  which 
reports  were  severally  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mahufactuxes,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  and  others,  merchants 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Electioos, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rufus  Eastoo, 
coDtestiog  the  election  of  Jobn  Scott  as  Dele- 
gate from  Missouri  Territory,  which  was  read 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thorsday  next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

'  That,  at  the  last  election  in  said  Territory,  the  pe- 
titioner and  the  said  John  Scott  were  opposing  candi- 
dates. The  whole  number  of  Totes  eonnted»  cast  ap, 
and  arranged,  by  William  Clarke,  OoTemor  of  the 
Territory,  as  hsTing  been  given  at  the  said  election 
lor  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  upon  which  his  certifi- 
cate was  founded,  was  3,647,  of  which,  1,816  were 
given  lor  John  Scott,  and  1,801  for  the  petitioner,  and 
thirty  for  other  persons. 

The  petitioiier  stated  the  following  dneotiotts,  in 
writing,  to  the  election  and  retom  of  John  Scott  as 
D^egate  from  said  Territory: 

**  1st  That,  aeoording  to  all  the  votes  given  at  the 
election  on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  1816,  count- 
ing those  legally  returned,  and  such  as  were  not  re* 
turned  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  or  were  re- 
jected, he  has  a  majority  of  fifteen  votes  over  his 
opponent,  John  Scott.  To  prove  which,  be  refors  the 
honorable  Committee  of  Elections  to  the  abstract  of 
votes  returned  to  the  Governor,  according  to  the  act 
to  regulate  elections  in  that  Territory,  being  docu- 
ment marked  B,  to  the  depositions  of  S.  A.  M.  Carter, 
Andrew  Kinkaid,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  John  Cun- 
ningham. 

**  Sd.  Tha^  according  to  the  abstract  of  votes  legally 
and  illegally  made  to  the  Governor,  the  said  Ruftis  Eas- 
ton  has  a  majority  of  seven  votes  over  the  said  John  Scott, 
comideriiig  the  copy  of  the  paper  from  Cote  Sans  Des- 
Mn»  in  the  eounty  of  St  Charies,  certified  W  the  clerk 
af  that  county  lo  be  a  copy  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1816^  more  than  a  month  after  the  abstract  of  votes 
from  that  county  had  been  filed  in  the  Ezeeutive 
office,  not  to  be  an  abstract  of  votes,  but  a  nullity,  as 
it  certainly  is ;  to  prove  which,  the  honorable  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  are  jreforred  to  the  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  the  Territory*  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  electionsi' 
which  provides  '  that,  previous  to  any  votes  being  re- 
enved»  the  judges  and  clerks  shall  severally  take  an 
oath  or  affinnation,'  in  the  form  therein  prescribed. 
The  deposition  of  Isaac  Best,  one  of  the  persons  who 

Setended  to  act  as  judge,  proves  that  *  one  Baptists 
oy  was  the  only  person  who  acted  with  him  as  judge, 
and  that  a  person  of  the  name  of  Frereault  acied  as 
derk,  and  no  other ;  and  that  neither  of  the  judges  or 
clerk  were  sworn.'  The  act  requires,  that  there  should 
be  three  judgep  and  two  clerks  to  hold  an  election ; 
'that  the  poll  shall  be  opened  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  close  at^ix  in  the  afternoon ;  that  the 
persons  who  shall  admtnisler  the  oaths,  shall  cause  an 
entry  thereof  to  be  prefixed  to  the  poll-books  in  words 

to  the  following  efiect:  <I  do  hereby  certify  that 

judges  and  - —  clerks  of  the  election,  held  in  the 

township  of ,  in  the  county  of ^  on  the  — 

day  of 1  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  — ,  were  severally  sworn,  as  the  law  directs, 
previously  to  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  office; 
which  certificate  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  person  ad- 
ministering the  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  and  be  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  ssid  elections.' 
The  act  further  requires  that  eadi  clerk  shall  furnish 
Inmself  a  poll-book  of  the  election ;  and,  at  the  close 
of  the  polls,  the  names  of  the  electors  contained  upon 


the  poll-book  shall  be  counted  and  eet  down,  in  writ- 
ing, at  the  foot  of  the  column  in  which  tb^  are  enters 
ed,  and  the  number  of  votes  cast  up  and  arranged,  and 
set  down,  in  writing,  at  the  foot  of  the  poll-book,  and 
shall  be  signed  by  the  judges,  and  coonteraigeeJ  bj  the 
clerks,  dec.  And  further,  that  the  electon  shall  veCe 
hjf  baliot.  [See  sections  4^  6, 6,  7,  8,  9, 10,  and  lS,Qr 
the  act  to  regulate  elections.]  None  of  theee  reqoi- 
sttes  were  complied  with  at  CaU  Sans  Ditatm  s  wlueh 
is  not  only  proven  by  the  return  of  the  persons  pre- 
tending to  hold  an  election  there,  but  by  the  deposi- 
tion of  Joseph  Roy,  that '  two  persons  acted  as  jedgei^ 
and  another  person  did  the  writing ;  that  the  polls 
were  opened  at  11  A.  M.,  and  dosed  at  !t  P.  M. ;  that 
one  Charles  Relle  refused  to  vote  for  any  person,  but 
was  forced  to  do  so  by  the  judges^  who  sent  a  piqier  to 
bring  him  before  them.'  The  depositions  of  Praneob 
I>enoyer  and  Joseph  Morin  prow  that  the  judges  put 
on  the  list  the  namee  of  persons  as  voting  for  Mr.  Soott, 
who  did  not  vote,  and  who  were  not  in  the  township 
on  the  day  of  the  election ;  and  the  depositions  of  Pe- 
ter Powell  and  Asa  Williams  prove  'that  George 
Evans,  alias  Avans,  and  Jeese  Avan%  whoee  namee 
appear  on  the  list  as  voting  for  Mr.  Scott,  had  not 
been  in  the  Territory  eight  months  prior  to  the  day  of 
election ;  and  that  the  votes  were  given  by  word  of 
mouth.'  The  act  of  Congress  requires  a  rendenee  ef 
one  year.  By  the  deposition  of  Bapttste  Kneau,  it 
appears  he  was  out  hunting  on  the  day  of  election, 
ana  yet  his  own,  or  son's  name,  who  is  abont  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  years  old.  Is  listed  as  voting  for  Mr. 
Scott.  Joseph  Morin's  deporition  proves  that  he  was 
absent  on  the  day  of  election ;  that  his  name  wss  list- 
ed as  voting  for  Mr.  Scott,  without  his  consent  or  ap- 
probation ;  and  that  the  name  of  Joeeph  Rivard,  jur, 
(junior,)  who  Is  only  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
age,  is  listed  as  voting  for  Mr.  Scott 

**  Notwithstanding  all  the  defoets  apparent  upon  the 
fooe  of  the  paper  relating  to  the  eteetion  at  Cote  Sans 
Desssut  and  although  the  sanM  had  been  lejeetsd  by 
a  majority  of  the  justicee  and  derk  of  the  eevt,  an- 
thoriied  by  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  bsforamentiotted 
act  regulating  decion% '  to  make  the  abstract  of  votes 
for  Ddegates  to  Congress^  which,  being  eigoed  by  the 
judges,  or  justices,  and  clerk,  or  any  twoof  ihem,  shall 
be  deporited  in  the  derk's  office,  and  a  copy  thereof 
certified  under  the  official  seal  of  such  clerk»  shall  be 
transmitted,  by  express,  to  the  Governor  of  tlie  Terri- 
tory. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  dlowed 
for  making  county  returns,  to  cast  up  and  arrange 
the  votes  from  the  several  counties,  or  such  of  them  as 
may  have  made  returns,  for  each  person  voted  for  ss 
Deisgate  to  Congress,  and  shall  immediately  theie> 
after  issue  his  proclamation,  dedaring  the  person  bav- 
ing  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  dected  as  Dele- 
gate to  represent  the  Territory  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
res^ntattvee  of  the  United  States,  and  to  grant  a  oertifi- 
oate  thereof  under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  to  ths 
person  so  elected;'  and,  although  the  abstmct  of  votss 
for  Ddegate  to  Congress,  from  the  county  of  Bt, 
Charles,  had  been  made  and  sent  to  the  Governor  on 
the  17di  day  of  August,  1816,  after  all  the  returna 
which  had  been  made  from  the  other  counties,  it  ap- 
peared, according  to  thoee  abstracts,  that  Rufiis  Ess- 
ton  had  a  m«ority  of  seven  votes;  the  Governor,  nev- 
ertheless, refused  him  a  certificate  of  his  election,, 
although,  according  to  law  and  common  jnsUcs,  he 
was  entitied  to  it.  The  said  John  Scott,  taking  with 
him  a  certain  George  Ferguson  and  James  Bradj^ 
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proceeded  to  the  ooim^  of  8t.  Cberiee*  end  leqoeeted 
of  the  d«rk  a  copy  of  the  eleetioa  Totam  of  Cote  Bene 
Desieiii.  The  clerk  mode  oat  a  copy  of  the  papar  to 
he  fonod  in  the  third  page  of  docoment  B,  and  deacribed 
under '  note.'  *  The  followinf  return  waa  received  at 
the  ExeenttTe  office  (deliTerad  by  Jamea  Brady)  on 
the  18th  of  September,  1816;'  and  the  aaid  John 
Scott  reqaeeted  the  clerk  to  fold  it,  and  direct  it  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory ;  and  the  clerk  directed  it  to 
•hie  Excellency  Williem  Clark,  Eeq.»  St  Looia.'  For 
which  copy  the  clerk  was  paid  by  the  aaid  John  Scott, 
or  hia  order,  and  the  copy  waa  taken,  in  the  night, 
irom  the  ckrii'e  office,  by  the  aaid  Fergnaon  or  Brady ; 
all  of  which  facta  appear,  by  the  depoeition  of  William 
Christy,  janior,  Bait  clerk  ;  on  which  paper  there  ap» 
pear*  the  name  of  Rufaa  Eaaton,  with  one  other  name 
under  it,  and  the  name  of  John  Seooi^  with  twenty- 
three  other  namea  nnder  it;  which  paper  waa  not  and 
b  not  an  ahetrmct  of  votea,  and  the  uoTemor  had  no 
power,  legal  aathority,  or  right,  to  make  oae  of  it  aa 
such. 

'*  3d.  T*hat,  according  to  the  abetract  of  votea  certi- 
fied agreeable  to  law,  and  returned  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Miaaouri,  according  to  the  atatnte  in 
thatcaee  provided,  the  aaid  Rofna  Eaalon  haa  a  majo^ 
ity  otfifty'^me  votea  vwt  his  opponent,  John  Scott, 
which  appears  firom  a  copy  of  the  said  abetracta  con- 
tttned  in  docament  marked  B.,  that,  in  the  connty  of 
Lawrence  the  clerk  haa  made  the  abetract  of  votea 
from  that  county  himself  sent  the  original  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  not  a  copy,  which  he  had  no  anthoiity  to 
do ;  and  that  no  abstract  of  votes  having  been  made, 
■gned  by  the  Jodges,  or  justices,  and  clerk,  or  any 
two  of  them,  denoeited  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  a  copy 
thereof;  certified  under  the  official  seal  of  the  clerk*  tha 
Governor  had  no  aothori^  under  the  law  to  count  the 
votes  given  In  that  county. 

*•  The  above  oljections  are  suboutted  to  the  honoi^ 
able  Committee  of  Elections  by  Rufus  Eaaton,  to  show 
that  he  haa  been  arbitrarily  and  ennneoaaly  deprived 
of  a  right  eeeured  to  him  by  law,  in  the  granting  of  a 
certificate  of  election  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  MuK>uri  to  John  Scott,  aa  the  Delegate  of  that 
Territory. 

**The  aaid  Bnfiia  Eaaton  wiahee  it  understood  by 
the  honorablo  committee,  that,  by  laying  theee  objec- 
tions before  tJiem,  he  will  not  be  prevented  or  pre- 
dttded,  at  anjF  atago  of  the  examination,  from  making 
other  statemeBt%  and  exiiibiting  other  proofs  and  doc* 
nments  in  support  of  hia  right* 

-  RUFUS  EASTON. 

''DXCSXBBB  19,  1816." 

By  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  act  to  regulate 
elections  in  the  said  Territory,  it  is  enacted  in  the  fbl- 
kwing  words  :  **  that  in  all  elections  to  be  held  in  pur- 
nianoe  of  thin  act,  the  electors  shall  vote  by  ballot.  It 
was  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  insure  to  each 
elector  the  privilege  of  a  secret  vote^  to  enable  him 
more  independently  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise. 
The  committee  know  of  no  authority  competent  to 
compel  an  elector  to  disclose  the  name  of  the  candi- 
date for  whom  he  voted;  but  without  such  dkcloaure 
it  is  in  vain  to  inquire  into  the  qualification  of  an  elec- 
tor, with  a  view  to  purge  the  polls.  It  would  become 
important  only  as  it  related  to  the  copduct  of  the 
judges  of  the  election.  They  are  clothed  with  full 
power  to  examine,  upon  oath,  and  adjudge  every 
elector  presenting  hiniself  to  vote,  either  qualified  or 
disquatined;  they  may  admit  or  reject  hui.    They  | 


are  liable  to  pnnlshmant  if  they  knowingly  receive  aa 
improper  vote,  or  conduct  themselves^  in  any  respect, 
with  partiality.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
their .  adjudication,  aa  to  the  qualification  of  eleotoia 
under  the  law  of  the  Territory,  ahould  be  final. 

The  committee,  therefore,  overruled  ao  mndi  of  thn 
objeotlona  of  the  petitioner  as  related  to  the  quaiififs»' 
tiona  of  the  electors,  and  decided  that  they  would  not 
investigate  the  same,  nor  inquire  for  whom  they  re* 
apectively  voted.  Of  the  8^647  votre,  above  mentionedt 
there  were  given  in  the  townahip  of  CvU  Smu  jElca* 
scMi  twenty-three  for  John  Scott,  and  one  for  the  p^-^ 
titioner.  The  votea  of  thia  townahip  were  unani* 
mously  rejected  by  the  commiUee  for  a  varietgr  o^ 
causae,  among  which  are  the  following : 

1.  The  election  waa  held  viva  toee, 
S.  But  two  perM>na  acted  aa  judgea,  and  neither  of 
them  were  awom. 
8.  But  one  pereon  aet^  aa  derk,  and  he  waa  not 


4.  The  votee  were  rejected  by  the  justices  whom 
the  derk  took  to  his  assiBtance  in  makug  out  the  ab- 
stracts to  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor;  they  were 
sent  to  the  Governor  in  an  irregular  manner ;  and  the 
paper  called  a  return  appeared,  upon  its  face,  to  be 
dewetive  in  many  important  particulars. 

The  committee  having  rejected  these  votes,  there 
waa  left  a  majority  of  aeven  votea  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tbner.  It  waa  then  cod  tended  by  the  petitioner  thai 
he  was  entitled  to  the  certificate  of  election,  and  ought, 
forthwith,  to  be  admitted  to  a  aeat  inatead  of  iohtt 
Scott,  for  the  following  reasons  submitted  by  him  in 
writing: 

**  The  fifteenth  section  of  the  <  Act  to  regulate  elec^ 
tions'  in  that  Territory  dedares,  <  that  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  after  the  day  of  election,  or  sooner,  in  caae 
all  the  returns  be  mAde,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  the  county,  taking  to  his  assistance  two  judgea 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  justicee  of  the  peace, 
or  one  of  eadi,  shall  proceed  to  open  the  sevml  re- 
turns which  have  been  made  |o  his  office,  and  make 
abstrects  of  votes  in  the  following  manner :  The  ab- 
stract of  votes  for  Delegate  to  Congress  shaU  be  on  one 
sheet,  and  the  abstnct  of  votee  for  Representatives 
shaH  be  on  another  aheet,  aeparate  from  the  sheet  on 
which  the  abstract  of  votes  for  Delegate  is  contained^ 
and  being  signed  by  the  judges  or  justices,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  be  depoeited  in  tlie  derk's  office*  and  a 
copy  thereof,  certified  under  the  offidal  aeal  of  such 
clerk,  shall  be  transmitted  by  express  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory,  or  to  the  person  exeretsing  the  gov- 
ernment thereof.  And  it  Miall  be  the  du^  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, or  person  exercising  the  government  for  the 
time  being,  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  hereinbefore  allowed  for  making  county  re- 
turns, to  cast  up  and  arrange  the  votes  from  the  sev- 
eral counties,  or  such  of  them  as  may  have  made  re- 
turns, for  each  person  voted  for  aa  j3elegate  to  Con- 
gress; and  shall  immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proc- 
lamation, dedaring  the  person  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes  to  be  dected  as  Delegate  to  represent 
this  Territory  in  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
the  seal  of  the  Territory,  to  the  person  so  dected.' 
The  duty  enjoined  upon  the  Governor  is  to  cast  up 
and  arrange  the  votes  firom  the  several  counties,  or 
such  of  them  as  may  have  made  returns,  for  each  per- 
son voted  for  as  the  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  shall 
immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proclamation,  dedar- 
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iiig  the  peMon  bavinf  tiie  hlghett  naMb«r  of  votes  to 
be  dected  m  Deleftte  to  Mpreeent  the  Terrhory  in  the 
BouM  of  BepivNMiitmtiTee  m  the  United  Stetee,  end  to 
gttnt  a  certifieate  thereof;  under  the  eeal  of  the  Terri- 
torff  to  the  penon  ao  elected.  It  ia  not  the  dutf  of 
the  Ooremot  to  caat  up  and  arranfe  TOtcs  not  Tetorned 
l»  him  accoidulg  to  the  pronaiona  of  that  aeotioa  of 
the  law.  The  votea  meant  or  intended  to  be  caat  op 
are  anch  aa  are  contained  in  the  abatracta  made  bj  tlM 
joaticea  and  eleik,  or  an^r  two  of  them,  from  the  ae^ 
Aral  retnma  of  the  eleotion  iiPom  the  dilfinent  townihipa 
to  the  derk'a  office  of  the  connty,  aa  contained  in  the 
poB-booka;  which  abatraota  ahall  have  been  deaoaited 
m  the  derk'a  office^  and  a  copy  thereof  ceitifled  nnder 
the  offidal  leat  of  the  deik,  tranamitted  by  espreia  to 
the  Governor ;  he  ia  not  empowerad  or  reqnirea  to  caat 
ap  votea  contained  ta  the  retnm  made  to  tha  deifc'a 
office,  nor  ought  he  to  caat  up  votea  contained  in  a 
paper  which  ia  not  an  abatnet ;  iadeedi  he  haa  no 
authority  to  do  it  It  ia  upon  a  copy  of  the  abatncta 
of  votea  certified  under  the  official  aed  of  the  cMl, 
and  tmnamitted  by  expreaa  to  the  Governor  within  the 
tine  pieaeribed  by  law,  and  upon  that  alone,  that  he 
ia  cdled  to  act.  He  cannot  make  abatracta  of  votea 
himaalf,  nor  ought  he  to  recdve  any  made  by  otheia 
not  auUioriied  to  moke  abatracta ;  and  if  he  aanotiona 
andi  unwarrantable  acta  by  caating  and  arranging, 
under  the  law,  the  votea  they  are  auppoaed  to  contain* 
he  violatea  a  law  whichjought  rigidly  to  be  carried  into 
•xeeution,  and  tramplea  upon  the  zighta  of  the  com- 
ainnitT* 

M  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  by  the  abatracU  aant 
to  the  Governor,  Rufua  Eaaton  bad  the  higheat  num* 
bar  of  votea.  The  Governor  counted  for  Bofna  Beaton 
1,800  votea  and  for  4ohn  Scott  1,793 ;  beddes  thoee 
auppoaed  to  be  contdned  in  the  paper  from  Cote  Sans 
DeMem,  which  is  rejected — ^it  ia  a  nullity.    It  was  then 

Se  boundeh  duty  of  the  Governor,  enjoined  upon  him 
law,  aanctioned  by  his  own  signature,  to  have 
granted  a  certificate  of  election  to  the  add  Rufus  Eas- 
lon.  This  the  Governor  refused  to  do,  as  will  appear 
from  a  notice  and  request  served  on  him  the  24th  Sep- 
tember last.  And  for  this  injury  what  u  the  remedy  ? 
tt  ia  not  to  be  found  in  the  Territorid  Government, 
where  public  opinion  has  scarcely  any  influence  upon 
a  Territorid  Governor. 

'*  There  ia  a  maxim,  founded  on  the  prindples  of 
qniversd  justice,  that  *  there  Is  no  wrong  without  a 
remedy,  and  no  right  but  what  may  be  enforced.' 
From  mj  own  ezoerience  in  life,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
the  mazun  woula  be  much  more  correct  and  true,  Ufit 
ehould  read,  '  there  should  be  no  wrong  without  a 
remedy,  and  no  right  but  what  ought  to  be  enforced.' 
And  how  is  this  wrong  to  be  righted,  and  the  remedy 
enforced,  but  by  making  the  penon  entitled  to  the  cer- 
tificate of  election  the  dtting  member  1  I  have  been 
told  that  it  is  the  parliamentary  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
ain* ^d  when  a  perM>n  has  been  wrongfully  returned, 
the  person  who  ought  to  have  been  returned  is  entitled 
to  become  the  sitting  member,  and  leave  it  to  the  oppo- 
dte  party  to  contesL  The  diitinction  is  a  pldn  one. 
In  cases  where  the  person  returned  comes  rightfblly 
bj  the  certificate  of  election,  then  he  ought  to  keep  his 
seat,  till  it  is  shown  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  it;  but 
where  the  person  comes  wrongfully  bv  the  certificate, 
in  such  cases  he  is  not  entitled  to  it»  ft  is  the  property 
of  another;  the  seat  belongs  to  another ;  and  that  other 
Mght  not  to  be  kept  out  of  it  upon  a  mere  supposition. 
The  parliamentary  rule  of  practice  of  Gteat  Britain 
would  have  very  little  weight  or  influence  with  me. 


ahouM  I  be  called  apon  to  dedde,  except  when  founded 
on  the  immutable  prindples  of  justice.  But  if  I  la 
comot  as  to  what  their  practice  b,  in  Uiis  particalar  it 
ia  the  practice  of  right ;  and  so  fiir  it  ought  to  be  rs- 
garded  as  a  practice  fit  to  be  adopted  into  a  lopobliean 
Government.  I  would  listen  to  the  rules  and  practice 
of  Oteat  Britdn,  and  adopt  them  if  just  and  reasonabie, 
and  reject  whatever  might  be  the  offiipring  of  injustice 
and  opprcadon. 

*'The  praaent  case  is,  perhaps,  a  novd  one ;  a  case 
without  a  parallel  and  without  a  precedent.  It  ii  not 
a  case  like  that  of  Isaac  Williams  and  laaae  WiUtams, 
junior,  or  Chatlea  Turner  and  Chariea  Tomer,  ja- 
nior.  In  theae  two  cases  the  deddon  of  the  ques- 
tion of  Ihet,  as  to  ffie  votes  bdng  given  lor  one  and 
the  same  fierion,  decided  the  wiiow  conteat ;  and  had 
the  question  there  been  made,  Who  ought  to  have 
been  returned  ?  the  reault  would  have  been  the  same. 
The  queation,  Who  ought  to  be  the  sitting  menibei  ? 
^eould  not  be  decided  wHbaut  determining,  in  the  aame 
instant,  which  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  And,  in  tlte 
caae  of  Kdly*  and  Harria,  it  dees  not  appear  from  the 
Record  of  proeeedinga  that  the  point  vras  made. 

**  The  caae  undcv  oondderation  ia  dtogether  of  a 
dlfbrent  character.  It  ia  a  terriUri&i  com,  not  likely 
to  occur  or  happen  under  any  Government  whate  pu^ 
Kc  opinion  haa  its  proper  influence ;  whidi  will  ahraya 
correct  the  evil  and  enforce  the  remedy. 

**  The  queadon  here,  Who  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned 1  is  a  separate  and  distinct  question,  one  that 
can  be  dedded  without  determining  or  touching  the 
main  question.  It  is  one  which  will,  aa  nearly  as  can 
be  expected,  give  the  remedy,  it  is  a  queatien,  if  the 
returning  officer  erred,  What  ouglit  the  Hooas  of 
HepieaentalSvea  to  do  1  Wilt  not  the  imuMdiaU  Rep- 
leaentativea  of  a  free,  independent,  and  enlightened 
people,  whoee  lawa,  maxima,  and  practice  are  founded 
on  the  univend  and  unchangeable  priadplee  of  joatice, 
ooifect  the  error,  and  place  the  party  in  the  dtoation 
he  ought  to  have  been  placed  under  the  law  T  It  ia 
aimply  a  question  to  be  dedded  fkom  the  sh^nets  of 
votes  returned  into  the  Executive  effiee  aeeerding  to 
law." 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  application 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted,  proceeded 
in  the  Investigatiott.  The  sitting  ddegale  objected 
against  the  poll  in  the  township  of  Maaileau,  in  ihe 
county  of  Howard,  because  the  votea  wars  given  W«i 
vote.  Thia  objection  waa  not  aupported  W  evidence, 
and  is  not  apparent  from  an  inapectiott  of  thepaU.  In 
the  townahip  of  St  Charles,  in  the  county  of  St 
Chariea,  he  objected; 

1.  That  the  rotea  were  not  caat  up  and  arranged  by 
the  judgea  of  the  election  as  the  law  direeto. 

3.  That  the  votes  were  not  counted. 

3.  That  the  aame  magiatimtea  acted  aa  judgea  of  tha 
election,  and  aa  aasistanta  to  the  deik  in  making  bis 
return. 

The  first  and  eeoond  objectioaa  wen  aHofather  nn- 
snpportad  liy  evidanoe,  and  the  third  was  ovetmlod  kj 
the  oomaaittea.  The  election  law  doaa  not  prohibtt 
judgea  of  the  deotion  acting  aa  aariatanls  to  the  deik 
in  mddng  hia  ratnna  to  the  Gtovemor. 


*  In  this  case  it  is  probable  the  error  in  caattng  up 
the  votes  did  not  appear  to  tbe  Governor,  or  was  not 
to  be  discovered  upon  the  face  of  the  abstracts  certi- 
fied to  him ;  if  ao,  Harris  came  rightfuUj  by  the  cer* 
tifieate. 
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In  the  towBihape  of  Saliae  and  Big  ritrw,  in  the 
county  of  St.  GenemTO,  he  dgeeted  egnuiit  the  i^ 
toini.  In  Che  fint,,bec«iiee  the  return  nppeers  blank, 
as  neither  the  judgee  noif  the  cleik  eignea  it ;  becaoae 
it  is  otbemnie  informal,  and  because  it  appeaje  to  have 
been  onlj  a  poU-book»  stoting,  "£aaton  19,  Scott  14," 
without  designating  for  Delegate  to  Congress.  In 
Big  river  townahip,  because  it  is  not  certified  that  the 
clerks  were  sworn ;  that  the  onlj  eridence  showing 
when  the  election  was  held  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
date  of  the  qualification  of  the  judges,  llie  Only  evi- 
dence in  support  of  these  objections  was,  an  extra- 
sfficial  note  or  memorandam  thereof,  made  by  the 
slerk  of  the  eounty  of  8t.  Generiere,  on  the  abstracts 
lent  by  him  to  the  Goremor.  The  oommittee  eon* 
iidered  this  endenee  altogether  ineaffide&t  to  estab- 
ish  the  objeetione.  If  the  Ihets  esuated,  a«  alleged  Iqr 
he  sitting  Delegate,  they  might  have  been  proved  by 
he  official  oepiee  of  the  poU-boaka,  on  file  in  the  office 
>f  the  derk.  Be  fiirthar  objected  againet  the  poB  in 
ihe  township  of  St.  Michael,  in  the  same  eonntj,  b^ 
:anse  it  wae  cloaed  at  two  inirtead  of  six  P.  M.  No 
proof  was  adduoed  in  support  of  this  objection. 

In  the  township  of  jBelleTue,  in  the  county  of 
iVashington,  he  objected  against  the  poU,  because  the 
rotes  were  i^ven  viva  voecf  and  because  one  of  the 
udges  of  the  election  admhxistered  Uie  oath  of  office 
a  l^mself.  Neither  of  these  objections  were  proved 
» the  satisfiiction  of  the  committee. 

In  the  township  of  Concord,  in  the  same  county,  he 
objected  against  tne  poll,  because  the  votes  were  not 
fritten  or  extended  at  length  in  the  return  of  tiie 
adgee  of  the  election,  but  were  set  down  infbrmaOy ; 
nd  because  the  votes  were  gtren  tiva  voce*  These 
bjectione  were,  in  the  i^iaiea  of  the  oommittee,  aho* 
ether  anenppevted  fay  tfo  evidence. 

The  commitlee  then  proceeded  to  eonatder  the  ob- 
Bctione  made  by  the  petitiooer*  In  the  townohip  of 
Hinq  BommeB,  in  the  eonn^  of  St.  Goievieve,  the 
etitioner  objeeted  against  the  poll — 

1.  Because  William  Tucker  was  appointed  a  judge 
f  the  election  by  Barnabas  Bums,  a  justice  of  the 
leace,  or  by  the  other  two  judges,  whereas,  by  law,  it 
ras  the  duty  of  the  justice  himself,  being  preeent,  to 
ct  in  that  capacity. 

2.  Becauee  the  votes  were  not  cast  up  and  set  down 
1  writing,  as  the  law  directs,  but  stated  in  figures 
nly. 

Both  these  objections  were  ovelrruled  by  the  conj- 
uttee.  Ae  to  the  first,  for  aught  that  appears,  Mr. 
Qstice  Bums  may  not  have  been  present  at  the  open- 
ng  of  the  elsetiim,  or,  if  piesent,  he  may  have  relbsed 
o  serve  as  ajodge,  although  he  had  the  power  of  act> 
ng  in  that  eapadly.  TvdEer  having  been  appointed 
i  judge  by  nomiBation,  the  committee  pieaomed  that, 
n  the  word*  of  the  law,  *<there  waa  no  peieon  pieaent 
o  act  as  a  judge." 

The  second  objectioB  ia  aatia&ctorily  proved.  By 
ui  official  copy  e^  the  original  poU-book,  certified.  InF 
he  county  clerk,  it  araeaia  that  the  return  is. stated, 
nJIgureMt  **  ibr  Rufiia  Easton  16,  for  John  Scott  107." 
[n  the  election  law,  it  is  enacted  that  "  the  number  of 
rotes  given  to  each  person  shall  be  set  down  in  writ' 
'ng  at  the  foot  of  the  poU-book."  In  this  particular 
he  words  of  the  act  were  not  literally  complied  with, 
but  the  variance  relates  only  to  form ;  no  aofbiguity  is 
produced  thereby,  and,  as  ftr  as  the  committee  can 
discover,  no  injnry  is  done  to  either  party. 

In  the  township  of  Breton,  in  the  county  of  Wash* 
ingten,  the  petitioner  objected  against  the  poU,  because 


John  Biee  Jones,  one  of  the  judges,  wae  appointed  kf 
the  other  two  judges,  when  the  place  ought  to  have 
been  filled  by  John  Brickey,  a  justice  of  the  peaces  who 
was  present  at  the  election.  The  objection  was  over- 
ruled, ibr  the  reasons  stated  in  relation  to  the  first 
objection  made  to  the  poll  in  the  township  of  Cinq 
Hommes. 

In  the  township  of  German,  in  the  eoi^nty  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  the  petitioner  objected  to  die  return — 1.  Be* 
cause  the  clerks  of  the  election  were  not  sworn ;  %  Be* 
cause  there  is  no  certificate  of  the  clerk's  being  sworn 
prefixed  to  the  poU-book,  as  required  bv  law. 

The  first  objection  was  not  supported  by  any  affirm* 
ative  evidence ;  the  aeoond  wae  overruled  by  the  eom* 
mittee.  Although  the  ceitlfieate  is  not  made  accoid- 
ing  to  tile  letter  of  the  law,  yet  a  majority  of  the 
committee  being  of  opinion,  ftem  inspecting  a  certified 
copy  «f  the  original  poU,  tiiat  the  eletfce  vpere  in  laet 
sworn,  dodged  against  rejecting  the  retam. 

The  committee  having  diapoeed  of  the  objeotiona 
above  mentioned,,  an  apfdicatioa  was  made  by  the  ait» 
ting  Delegate  Ibr  further  time  to  procure  copies  of  the 
polUbooks  from  the  several  townships  in  the  counties 
of  St  Genevieve,  Cape  Girardeau,  If  ew  Madrid,  Law* 
renee,  and  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that 
the  polls  in  the  several  townships  in  whi^  majorities 
had  been  given  for  the  petitioner  had  been  kept  in  an 
irregular  manner ;  'that  the  judgea  in  the  township  of 
Tywapity  had  dosed  the  polls  before  six  o*dock,  and 
that,  m  many  instances,  the  returns  were  defective 
upon  the  face  of  them. 

The  election  was  held  throoghont  the  Territory  dt 
Missouri  en  the  6th  day  of  Auguat  last  The  Gov* 
emor  having  granted  to  the  aitting  Delegate  a  certi^ 
cale  of  his  eleetfon,  the  petilfener,  on  the  Mth  of  Sep- 
tember last,  served  upon  him  a  nolioe  of  his  intentiOB 
of  coateetiiig  hie  election*  On  the  98th  of  the  saMe 
month,  the  aitting  Delegate  notified  the  petitioner  of 
the  timea  and  places  at  which  he  proposed  taking  de|^ 
ositiona  to  support  .his  election,  commencing  on  the 
12th  October  last,  and  ending  on  the  14th  Februaij 
next  Five  months  have  nearly  elapeed  aince  the  ele^ 
tion  in  the  said  Territory,  and  more  than  three  since 
the  sitting  Delegate  was  notified  by  the  petitioner  that 
his  election  would  be  contested.  The  committee  were 
of  opinbn  that  suffident  time  had  been  allowed  to 

{nocure  copies  of  the  poll-books  from  every  township 
n  the  Territoiy,  and  tnat  the  appfication  of  the  sittina 
Delegate  fi)r  further  time  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
Thereupon,  it  was  contended  by  the  sitting  Ddegate, 
that,  by  rejecting  the  vetee  in  the  township  of  CoU 
8&$u  Aeoein,  the  candidate  would  become  entitled  to  a 
seat  who  bad  note  mi^ty  of  voioee  in  his  fiivor ;  and 
tiierelbre  the  eledion  should  be  eet  aside,  and  a  new 
one  oidsred.  The  oommittee  did  not  oencor  in  thai 
opinion. 

'  Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  piemisea,  the  comunttee 
reapectlully  submit  tlie  following  resolutiona  .* 

keeobfed,  That  John  Scott  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  House  as  Delegate  firom  the  Territory  of  Mis* 
sourL 

Reeohed,  That  Rufus  Easton  ie  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House  as  Delegate  firom  the  said  Territory. 

COMMISSIONJBB  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
aeiect  eommitteo  appointed  to  investigate  the 
decisions  of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Commisaionar 
of  Claims  for  lost  property,  &e.,  made  a  repart, 
stating,  that  the  great  mass  of  doeamoatsi  eoa- 
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aeetcd  with  the  erideoee  in  ei|:ht  handred 
noBf, render  it  impossible  to  iDvestifate  the  whole 
of  them,  tod  presumiDg  tbiit  such  ezainiDatioB 
WM  not  contemplated  by  the  House,  concluded 
with  a  resolution  that  the  committee  bediseharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  decisions. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  and  consequently  to  dis> 
charge  them  from  further  considinration  of  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  a  warm  debate  ensued, 
of  a  character  nearly  the  same  as  that  heretofore 
reported  on  this  subject,  which  continued  nearlv 
UB  hour ;  a  brief  view  of  which  will  embrace  all 
the  noints  argued  or  urged  in  the  debute. 

Mr.  FoABTTB  rose  first  in  oppoeitton  to  the  re- 
port. As  the  committee  had  been  raised  to  in- 
quire generally  into  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, he  thought  they  ought  to  perform  their 
duty  and  report  some  opinion  to  the  House.  Such 
an  inrestigation  wms  highly  necessary,  as  he 
thought  it  had  been  clearly  established  that  the 
Commissioner  had  departed  widely  from  correct- 
ness in  his  decisions ;  he  wished  not  to  do  injus- 
tice to  that  officer,  but  he  believed  he  had  grobsly 
erred — the  report  of  the  Commissioner  himself 
proTed  it,  as  it  was  apparent  that  he  had  substi- 
tuted his  own  idea  of  justice  for  the  letter  of  the 
law,  and  he  had  no  notion  this  inquiry  should  be 
smothered  under  a  mass  of  papers j  the  labor 
would  be  less  gigantic  than  the  committee  seemed 
to  think  it,  and  the  subject  ought  to  be  thorough- 
ly sifted  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Flbtohbb,  of  Kentucky,  would  rote  for 
the  report  from  a  conriction  that  it  was  ri^ht. 
80  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner,  he  had  acted  properly,  and 
had  guarded  the  public  treasure  Tigilantly.  Mr. 
F.  had  himself  brought  on  scTeral  claims,  some 
of  which  the  Commissioner  had  rejected,  which 
Mr.  F.  thought  ought  to  have  passed.  The  pri- 
Tate  character  of  Mr.  Lee  he  had  never  heard 
impeached.  Why  urge  the  committee  to  wade 
through  eight  hundred  decisions  ?  It  was  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  regulate  the  ninth  section 
of  the  act,  but  if  the  law  oe  suspended  it  would 
amount  to  a  denial  of  justice. 

Mr.  Mills  was  also  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the 
report,  which  he  defended  at  some  length.  For 
.what  purpose  should  the  committee  undertake 
the  Herculean  task  urged  upon  them  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  f  Many  of  the  cases  would 
nngly  require  three  days  for  a  proper  examina- 
tion; and  was  this  to  be  done,  to  asceruin  whe- 
ther this  poor  Commissioner  had  transcended  his 
powers  in  eases  where  00  error  was  alleged  1 
Before  this  committee  was  appointed,  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims^ — 
that  committee  had  eiamined  the  most  important 
papers,  and  reported  on  certain  cases  which  had 
thrown  light  on  the  subject,  and  had  anticipated 
the  select  committee,  and  this  rendered  further 
inquiry  useless,  dbc.  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  rep- 
robated decisions  of  the  Commissioner,  andargued 
to  show  that  rumor  iiad  done  him  injustice,  and 
that  his  proceedings  bad  not  been  so  erroneous  as 
was  represeuted. 


Mr.  WiLLUMB  followed  in  favor  of  the  report, 
and  of  d iseharging  the  com mittee  from  tbesu bject 
It  was  not  IB  the  nature  of  things  that  the  com- 
mittee could,  consistently  with  their  other  doues, 
ttke  up  one  by  one  the  mass  of  cases  and  decide 
on  them ;  nor  woold  nn^  good  result  to  the  House 
or  the  nation  from  it^  if^  they  even  possessed  the 
strength  to  do  it,  as  it  would  be  reporting  what 
had  been  already  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Claipis.  This  business  had  been  involved  in  much 
perplexity  by  the  creation  of  two  committees  on 
nearly  the  same  subject — ^he  woold  not  say  the 
other  had  gone  out  of  iu  province,  hot  it  had  re- 
lieved the  select  committee  from  much  labor. 
Mr.  W«  repealed,  he  could  not  see  any  good  in 
further  considering  what  had  already  bemi  brought 
before  the  House  by  nnother  commiuee,  mnd,  if 
they  were  to  cooae  to  different  eoncliisioas,  how 
woold  it  appcBT  to  hare  two  committees  arrayed 
against  each  other  ? 

Mr.  HoLBBBT  thought  if  proper  the  eommittee 
should  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion, because  there  was  no  necessity  for  their 
goin^  through  the  seven  hundred  horse  cases,  and 
It  woold  give  the  House  no  information  to  have 
another  report  on  the  three  cases  so  specially 
brought  before  them  already.  He  had  sufficient 
evidence  that  gross  miKondnct  had  taken  place- 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  interfere,  and  he 
wished  no  further  report  to  make  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  said,  in  reply,  that  this  business 
had  not  been  ToloBiariiy  thrown  on  the  select 
committee.  It  had  been  solicited  by  geatlemea 
who  now  thought  it  asBeeessary,  but  they  ought 
not  to  shrink  from  a  dtoty  they  had  asked  to  be 
imposed  ob  them.  It  was  iaeorrect  that  the  same 
subject  was  referred  to  two  committees — the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  iBstrucied  to  inquire 
into  the  law,  and  the  select  committee  appoiofed 
on  the  man — this  committee  saj  the  Commission- 
er had  acted  erroneously,  but  do  not  say  whether 
intentionally  or  not ;  it  was  their  doty  to  report 
on  this  point,  and  say  whether  there  was  evidence 
of  corruption,  Slc. 

Mr.  R08B  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  duty  of  the  committee  had  been  eorrectly 
stated,  he  said,  by  Mr.  Fobbtth — though  be  him- 
self had  no  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. Mr.  R.  argued  at  some  length  to  show 
that  it  was  due  to  the  eharacur  of  the  officer, 
which  bad  already  suffered  much  by  the  course 
of  the  discussions  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  to 
the  House  and  the  nation,  to  show  whether  his 
imputed  errors  were  unintentional  or  corrupt ;  if 
the  former,  that  bis  fame  should  be  freed  from 
the  insinuations  made  against  him.  and  if  the 
latter,  that  he  should  not  be  allowea  to  proceed 
in  deciding  on  claims  so  important  as  were  yet  ro 
be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Ross's  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Wilob  spoke  against  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port, because  he  was  always  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittees and  the  members  of  the  House  perform- 
ittff  their  duty  strictly  and  faithfully.  Mr.  W. 
referred  to  the  suspension  of  a  part  of  the  law 
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by  (he  President  of  the  Untted  States,  aod  to  the 
proposition  now  pending  to  repeal  it;  and  thought 
It  was  first  proper  to  ascertain  whether  the  faalt 
was  in  the  law,  or  in  its  administration.  He  did 
3ot  wish  the  Comnaissioner  to  be  legislated  out 
)f  office  unless  he  was  corrupt,  and  for  that  rea- 
;on  he  wished  his  conduct  to  be  thoroughly  in- 
restigated  by  the  committee  appointed  to  per- 
brm  that  doty. 

After  some  additional  remarks  and  rejoinders 
ly  Messrs.  FoasTTB,  Mills,  aod  Williams,  and 
ome  remarks  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Maclat,  the  quea- 
ion,  on  eoaenrriDg  ia  the  report  of  tha  seleet 
:oromictee,  was  takes,  aod  carried  without  a  di- 
iitioo. 

The  doeumeots  were  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
SaoayBNORy  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
¥hole. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  tbso  again  resoUed  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  to  amend 
he  act  making  compensation  for  properly  lost, 
be.  during  the  late  war*-Mr.  Johnson's  amend- 
lent  being  still  under  consideration. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  resumed  by 
dr.  Wbigbt,  and  continued  until  the  House  ad- 
oorned,  but  which  can  only  be  gif  en  here  in  a 
ummary  view. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  rose  in  opposition  to  the  report 
f  the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  adoption  of 
rhicb  would  be  outrageously  unjust  to  the  Com- 
itssioner,  who  would  be  the  victim  of  clamor, 
rhioh  it  was  always  easy  to  raise,  an  instance  of 
rhioh  he  sited  in  the  clamor  agaiost  the  Chief 
asiice  of  the  United  Statev  respecting  his  de* 
isioo  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Borr,  when  the  in- 
nirj  was  instituted  whether  it  was  in  the  law 
r  the  administration  of  it,  that  the  accused  es- 
aped  punishment;  and  yet  we  all  know,  said 
ir.  W.,  how  fair  the  character  of  that  exalted 
fficer  sow  stands.  Hs  beliefsd  so  man  ooold 
ave  walked  with  more  caution  than  Mr*  Lee 
ad  in  performing  his  duty,  whieh  opinion  he 
utified  bjr  s  review  from  the  Commissiooer's 
eport  of  mis  proeeedingSi  and  his  efforts  to  set 
roperly  in  fulfilUojgr  his  trust ;  aod  he  sailed  on 
he  Hoose  to  exsmioe  that  eondoet  as  here  de» 
reloped,  amd  ihey  would  have  leason  to  esteem 
md  respecs  the  officer.  He  asked  gentlemen  if 
hey,  if  any  man,  ceoh)  proceed  more  earnestly 
n  search  of  light  to  guide  them  to  a  eorvect  con- 
struction of  the  law  and  its  correct  administra- 
ion.  He  bad  manifested  the  greatest  delibera- 
:ion,  and  after  seeking  advice  of  those  who  were 
iuthorized  to 'give  it,  he  receired  directions  to 
ict  precisely  as  he  had  acted.  Mr.  W.  also  re- 
ferred successively  and  particularly  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  three  cases  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  urged  as  the  most 
objectionable,  and  justified  them  as  legal  and 
proper,  from  the  nature  of  the  claims  and  the 
evidence  adduced,  and  was  pf  opinion  thai  the 
Commissioner  had,  in  these  eases,  done  what  he 
ought  to  have  done,  aod  had  dons  nothing  whieh 
he  ought  not  to  have  done;  hot  even  admitttng 


error  in  his  decisions,  it  was  the  error  of  the 
Gk)vernment,  not  of  the  Commissioner ;  that  it 
was  admitted  he  had  correctly  decided  in  near 
eight  hundred  decisions,  and  only  three  were 
thought  erroneous,  dbc.  Of  the  law  officer  of 
the  Government  he  had  sought  advice  in  con- 
struing the  law,  by  whom  it  was  refused ;  then  of 
the  Executive^  by  whom  after  two  months'  delay, 
he  had  been  instructed  to  proceed  exactly  as  he 
had  done.  Touching  the  cases  which  had  been 
suspended,  Mr.  W.  was  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
to  take  example  from  the  enemy,  and  pajr  all 
losses  incurred  by  the  war,  and  that  sufferings 
sustained  In  a  common  cause,  ought  to  be  boras 
equally  by  the  nation.  Oo  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  pre* 
vailj  and  that  in  a  business  so  important  two 
additional  Commissioners  might  be  appointed* 
Mr.  W.  illustrated  his  opinions  by  various  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  laws  of  nations,  our  own 
laws,  dbe.  Mr.  W.  Sooeloded  his  speech  a  little 
after  four  o'clock,  when  the  Committee  rose,  aod 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  Thor^ 
day  next. 


THaRSOAT,  JsniMry  3, 1817. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  the  Btste  of 
Virginia,  John  G.  Jackson,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  Stepben  D.  Miller,  in  the  room 
of  William  Mayrant,  resigned,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pea« 
sions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  and  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  it 
was  ordered  that,  in  the  discussion  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  petition  of 
Rufus  Easton,  contesting  the  right  of  Mr.  Soott, 
(sitting  Delegate  from  Missouri,)  Mr.  Eaaton 
shall  be  allowed  a  scat  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoose  in 
sonport  of  his  petition. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  that  the  Commiuee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  the  triendlv  Greek  Indiana^ 
whose  propertyr  was  plundered  by  the  hostile 
Creek  Indians,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction 
of  their  property  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  L.  stated  the  grounds  on  which  this  motion 
was  founded  to  be,  that  an  expectation  had  beeo 
held  out  to  them,  during  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  with  them,  that  such  allowance  would  be 
made;  which  intimation  bad  been  a  strong  in* 
duoement  to  them  to  sign  the  treaty  between  them 
and  the  United  States,  which  has  since  become 
the  law  of  the  land. 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  WiUiam  Haslett 
read  a  third  time,  aod  passed. 
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REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Lowiu>E8  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
C.  H.  Sanders  and  Manuel  Jadah,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table.  The  report 
ia  as  follows : 

That  it  is  the  object  of  the  petition  to  procure  a 
remission  or  repayment  of  duties  which  the  petitioDeKs 
have  either  secnied  or  paid  to  the  Government  on  ae- 
coootofniriU  distilled  withm  the  United  Sutes.  The 
ground  of  Uieir  daim  is  the  destruction  of  these  arti- 
cles hyilie. 

The  prittdple  invobed  in  tfiis  daim  wfll  probabW 
maleriariy  aAct  the  deeision  of  many  petitioBs  whidi 
liaw  been  lelmed  to  the  committee,  and  they  ham 
supposed  that  this  ooasideratmn  vsqnired  that  they 
■houid  euMBine  the  subject  with  the  utmost  attention, 
and  would  excuse  them  1m  explaining  their  news  of 
it  mom  fully  in  their  repoit  than  they  base  usually 
done  in  casee  of  private  petitiooft 

The  duties  in  question*  like  all  indirsct  taxa%  an 
eomidersd  by  the  petitioners  as  intended  to  Idl  upon 
cowumplion.  Though  paid  upon  the  importation  or 
manufacture  of  the  artide,  they  are  designed  only  to 
eMvale  as  deductions  from  the  income  of  the  last  pur- 
chsssr— the  consumer.  But,  where  the  artide  is  de- 
stroyed, to  make  him  pay  the  whole  who  it  was  not 
calculated  either  by  the  Government  or  himself  should 
pay  any  part,  seems  the  moee  unnaeonaMe,  as  the  loes 
makes  an  opening  in  the  market  far  the  same  artide; 
m  that  the  Government,  without  injury  to  the  mer- 
diant,  may  receive  its  fair  contribution,  proportioned 
lo  the  consumption  and  resources  of  the  country,  and 
equal  to  what  it  would  have  been  if  the  first  article 
had  not  been  destroyed. 

Such  are  the  arguments  which  may  be  employed 
in  &vor  of  the  relief  which  is  asked.  The  committee 
feel  that  in  many  cases  such  relief  cannot  be  denied 
without  much  pain,  but  they  think  it  cannot  be  granted 
vrithout  imprudence. 

tt  is  not  denied  that  there  would  be  some  advantage 
in  so  laying  the  duty  upon  consumable  artides  that  Gov- 
▼emment  should  receive  its  contribution,  where  he  who 
buys  for  consumption  makes  his  purchase.  The  duty 
would  in  this  way  add  less  to  the  price  of  the  article, 
and  nothing  to  the  risk  of  mercantile  operations.  But 
it  eottld  be  enforced  only  by  a  system  of  exdee  eo  lig- 
eeeus  snd  extensive  that  our  attachment  to  dvil  liber^ 
would  make  us  refeet  it,  independently  of  the  diffiral* 
ties  which  the  sparse  population  cf  the  oountry  would 
oppose  to  Its  exeoution*  Duties,  then,  upon  ooneuma* 
ble  artidea  must  be  impopsd  upon  thdr  importatieB  or 
aanufaotuie,  and  the  holder  of  them,  upon  pacing  the 
du^,  finds  tiieir  valne  ae  really  eohanoed  as  it  would 
be  by  any  equal  ekpenditure  for  their  security  or  trans* 
portation.  Is  it  unjust  that  his  whole  uopertf  in  the 
artide,  when  enhanced  in  ^alue^  should  be  Uable  to 
the  aame  dangen  that  it  was  before ;  that  the  money 
paid  for  its  purchase,  or  for  the  duty  upon  it,  should 
be  sacrificed  either  by  the  want  of  vigilance  whidi 
might  have  prevented  its  loss,  or  of  pudence  which 
might  have  secured  the  indemnity  which  the  practice 
of  uisuranoe  affords  1  The  owner  of  the  artide  has  its 
custody,  its  dispodtion,  the  power  of  insuring  it.  The 
committee  do  not  think  that  there  is  in  the  rule  which 
throws  the  loss  of  the  money  paid  fbr  duties  as  wdl  as 
the  purchase-money  upon  the  bidder,  an  injustice 
which  obliges  the  Legidatnre  to  abuidon  it  at  the  hax- 
ard  of  encouraging  suck  extensive  frauds  upon  tl» 


.of 
repiess. 

li^  indeed,  the  destruction  of  any  artide  of  merchan- 
dise in  possession  of  the  importer  or  manufsctursr,  on 
which  duty  has  been  paid,  gives  to  bim  a  daim  to  its 
repayment,  every  puidiaser  of  similar  merchsDdiae  lor 
consumption  or  speoilation,  having  paid  the  same 
duty  in  the  shape  of  an  enhanced  price  of  die  aitide, 
has  the  aame  substantial  daim  upon  the  justice  efte 
Government. 

It  may  bo  proper  to  remark  timt  Congrsas  kttve  hith* 
erto  shown  great  unwilingnese  to  relax  the  luls,  the 
ascearity  of  which  tiie  committee  have  aaileaiuned  to 

f^idi  is  the  enlfaet  eT  thai  lepoil  have  prohnbly  ben 
numerous  in  every  sasrion.  But  a  hem  jnstanfiu  of 
the  remiasiott  off  tonnafa  da^  wham  fereigm  vessah 
have  h^mfoned  into  our  porta;  two  caaaa  of  rami^ 
aion  of  duties  on  the  ground  of  peculiar  misfortunes; 
a  power  given  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuiy  to 
remit  unequal  duties  peyahlo  under  a  law  which  the 

tea  in  the  custody  (as  the  act  uxpi iwai  it)af  Iho  Got* 
emment; — thess  are  the  only  cases  known  to  the 
committee  in  which  the  Govemaani  has  remitted  the 
duties  which  have  accrued  to  iL 

In  a  few  instonces,  a  prolongation  of  the  credit  upon 
revenue  bonda  has  been  accorded  in  caaea  of  general 
calamity. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  tibe  petitionera  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

AMERICAN  FLAG. 

Mc.  Wbnik>tba  from  the  aeicet  comnaitlee  np- 
poiotod  to  inquire  into  tlie  expcdieney  of  altering 
the  flag  of  the  United  Statfa,  made  n  deuiled  ce- 
rt, which  wma  read ;  when  Mr.  W.  reported  a 
ill  to  alter  the  flag  of  the  United  Sutea^  which 
was  rend  twica  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  negu  The  rtfiorf  ia  no 
folio  wa : 

The  cemailttee  of  flie  Houee  of  Refresentalavee  of  the 
United  Stotes,  appointed  to  inquue  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  flag  of  the  United  dtates,  beg 
leave  to  report: 

That  fliey  have  maturely  examined  the  subject  sub* 
mitted  fat  metr  considsvaliota,  and  are  wefl  aware  that 
aDT|ioposllion  eseentially  to  alter  the  fleg  of  the  Uni- 
ted mates,  either  in  its  general  tern  or  bi  the  diatri- 
hntien  of  ite  parts,  would  be  w  unaeeeptaUa  to  the 
Iiegiebtuio  and  to  the  people^  as  it  would  he  mieeo- 
genial  with  the  viewe  of  the  -*"*^— '*^Tt 

Fully  peisuaded  that  the  fmn  aelected  fw  tito  Aflisr^ 
ican  fUg  was  truly  embleaaatical  of  our  origin  and 
existence  as  an  independent  natioii»  and  that,  as  such, 
it  has  received  the  approbation  and  support  oif  the  citi- 
lens  of  the  Union,  it  ought  to  ondergo  do  change  that 
would  decrease  its  oonspicuity,  or  tend  to  deprive  it  <^ 
its  representative  character.  The  committee  howefsr 
believe  that  a  change  in  the  number  of  States  in  the 
Union  sufBdently  indicates  the  propriety  of  such  a 
change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  flag  as  shall  best 
accord  with  the  reasons  that  led  to  ito  adoption,  and 
sufBdently  point  to  important  periods  of  our  history. 

The  original  flag  of  the  United  Stotes  vras  compoeed 
of  thirteen  stripes  and  flurteen  stan,  and  was  adopted 
by  a  leedutiau  of  the  Continenlal  Congreas,  on  the 
14lh  June,  1777.    On  the  18th  iannmy,  ITM^  after 
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two  new  BtetM  bud  been  admitted  into  tfaa  Uiiion,  the 

Natfontl  If«giilatnre  ptMed  tn  act  that  tha  atiipea  and 

•tan  §toM,  on  a  day  flxad,  ba  incraaaad  to  fifteen 

eacbt  to  eompoit  with  the  then  number  of  independent 

Statei.    The  coeeaalonof  new  Statea  ainfle  that  alteva- 

tion,  and  tb»  certain  projpect  that  at  no  diatant  period 

the  number  of  dtatea  will  be  conaiderably  molt^Ued, 

render  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  highly  mex* 

pedieat  to  inereaaa  the  number  of  atri^  aa  cTeiy  ilag 

most  in  iome  meaaore  be  limited  in  ita  aiae  from  the 

cireomatance  of  oonrenienoe  to  the  place  on  which  it 

ja  to  be  displayed,  while  aach  an  increaae  would  necea- 

sarily  decreaae  Iheir  magnitude,  and  render  them  pro- 

portionabJy  lesa  diitinct  to  distant  dbaervatton.    Thb 

conaideration  haa  induced  many  to  retain  only  the 

general  Ibrm  of  the  flag,  while  there  actually  eziata  a 

great  want  of  uniformity  in  iti  adjustment,  partictt- 

larly  when  used  on  amall  primte  ▼ciaela. 

The  aatioiinl  flag  being  in  genenl  nae  by  Teaaela  of 
•hnoft  every  deacfiption»  it  appeaia  to  dm  committee 
of  oonsderabla  importance  to  aidopt  aome  anangement 
calculated  to  present,  in  future,  great  or  extonaiTe 
altenliena.  Under  theae  impreenona,  they  are  led  to 
believe  no  alteration  could  be  made  more  emblematieal 
of  our  origin  and  preeent  exiatonce,  aa  compeeed  of  a 
number  of  independent  and  united  Statea,  than  to 
reduce  the  atripes  to  the  original  thirteen,  repreaent- 
ing  the  number  of  Statea  then  contending  for  and  hap- 
pily achieving'  their  independence—^nd  to  increaae 
the  atara  to  correapond  with  the  number  of  Statea  now 
in  the  .Union^^md  hereafter  to  add  one  star  to  the 
flag  whenever  a  new  State  ahaU  be  lirily  admitted. 

Theae  aKglit  altarationa  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  meet  the  general  approbation  aa  well  of 
tfaoee  who  may  have  regrecied  a  Ibnner  departare  from 
the  orfgioal  flag  and  such  aa  are  eoUcitoua  to  eee  in  it 
«  repfeeentatloB  of  eveiy  State  ia'the  Union. 

liie  committee  cannot  believe,  diat  in  retaining  only 
thirteen  atripai,  it  nereaairily  fbllowa  they  eboold  be 
dietinctly  ooaaideMd  in  refiBraape  to  certain  individual 
Statea^  inaamnch  aa  nearly  all  the  new  Statea  were  a 
componeftt  part  of  and  repreaented  in  the  original 
Statei^  and  maamuoh  also  aa  the  flag  ia  intended  to 
aignify  nmnbers,  and  not  local  and  particular  aectiona 
of  the  Union* 

JUDQfi  TOULMIN. 

Tha  Spbakjer  offered  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
vmepta,  tranamitted  to  him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  of 
the  Mimiasippi  Territory,  embracing  charges  of 
official  miacoaduitt  in  Hafry  Tottimia,  one  of  the 
jndgea  of  that  Territorv.  There  accompanied 
the  papery  no  mamoriaf  or  petitioo,  asking  the 
attentioo  of  Cangreaa  to  the  aabiect ;  but  aimply 
a  letter  froih  Mr.  JLewis,  to  the  Speaker,  request- 
iBg  him  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  House,  and 
stating  hia  ability  co  aabataoiiata  the  allegations 
against  Judge  Toulmio,  which  papers,  the  Spka* 
KEB,  as  he  was  bound  to  do  by  its  rules,  laid 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  GROBVgMoa  of^Jeet^d  to  teeeiving  the  pa- 
pers in  the  shape  in  urbtch  they  were  oflfered  to 
the  Hoase,  not  wiahing  to  give  to  any  unknown 
and  iri'espoDsible  individoai  a  chance  of  throw- 
ing into  the  House  whatefer  calamny  he  might 
choose  against  a  t)ablic  officer. 

Mr.  Rardolpb  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers  oflfered,  and  proceeded  to  deoltro  his  dis« 


sent  from  the  objection  made  by  Mr.  QBoavKfOB. 
Mr.  R.  was  ignorant  of  the  parties;  the  charges 
might  be  a  calumay.  Such  was  the  prevalenoe 
of  slander,  that,  on  the  first  blush  of  an  accosa- 
tion  against  the  character  of  a  respectable  citizen, 
it  was  believed  a  slander.  He  meant  not  to  be 
the  exhorter  or  the  instrncter  of  the  House,  or  to 
reprove  its  neglecto ;  bat  the  relation  in  which 
the  House  stood  to  the  community,  it  had  no 
right  to  disregard,  and  that  relation  gave  every 
citizen  a  right  to  be  heard.  This  House,  like  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  had  been  called  the 
grand  iaqnest  of  the  nation.  What,  he  asked, 
wonld  be  said  of  a  grand  jury  who  shoald  re- 
eeive  an  information  of  this  kind,  and  because  h 
was  presented  bjr  this  or  that  man.  would  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  it  7  They  might  know  the 
accused  to  be  an  upright  man,  aod  the  accoser  to 
be  a  madman^  ia  that  light  they  might  disre- 
gard it;  but  in'  this  case  he  knew  neither  the 
complainant  nor  the  citizen  complained  of,  and 
he  thought  the  interest  of  the  indiridoal,  as  well 
ail  the  respect  doe  lo  our  courta  of  justice,  m* 
quired  that  the  subject  should  be  inquired  into. 
He  shoald  be  sorry  to  see  this  House,  from  sn- 
pineness  or  indifference,  pass  by  a  formal  com- 
plaint from  a  eitigen  against  a  public  officer,  aad 
^MNiId  eoDsider  it  a  most  f  nauspieioas  sign  of  the 
tidies.  Among  kings,  be  was  considered  as  per- 
formiag  well  who  never  shut  his  ears  to  the  com- 
plaittta  of  his  subjecta—- and  ours,  Mr.  R.  said, 
should  not  be  closed  against  the  meanest  citizen. 

The  papers  were  then  read. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  haTing  been  fin- 
ished, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qgoavmoa, 
that  Mr.  Lawn  should  have  leare  to  withdraw 
his  papers.  This  motion  was  superseded  by  a 
mouon  by  Mr.  Webbtbb  to  refer  the  papers  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  this  qoestion  there  arose  a  desultory  debate, 
which  oeotipied  three  hours,  the  importance  of 
which  does  not  eppear  to  r^oire  its  being  re- 
ported at  length.  A  brief  summarr  of  the  coarse 
of  the  debate  will  aflurd  sufficient  mformation  of 
the  principal  pointo  it  UTolred. 

Mr.  GmoaTBROit  commenced  the  disoossion  by 
condemning  the  serious  reception  of  a  memorial, 
which  bore  on  the  ihce  of  it  marks  of  prejodiee 
and  passion,  and  neither  supported  by  such  evi- 
dence as  entitled  it  to  the  inspect  of  the  Hooae, 
nor  by  the  avoachment  of  any  member  to  the 
probable  truth  of  iu  contonts,  or  to  the  charactor 
of  the  memorialist.  Under  soch  circomstaaees, 
to  refer  the  papers  would  subject  the  House  to 
drnij  impositioo  from  every  vagabond  who  had 
malice  and  wit  enough  to  suring  together  Accusa- 
tions of  a  driminal  natare  against  any  officer  of 
the  Government,  no  matter  how  elevated  his 
station. 

Mr*  Randolpb  took  a  widely  diflTerent  view  of 
the  subject.  He  considered  the  right  of  petition 
to  be  proposed  to  be  invaded  by  the  objections 
taken  by  Mr.  QaoavBiioa  to  acting  on  those 
papers.  Of  the  character  of  the  memoriaiist  he 
knew  nothing,  nor  was  it  matt  rial,  he  contended, 
OB  the  question  of  institBtiog  an  inquiry  iato  the 
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eoadatt  of  a  pabtie  officer.  In  Bapport  of  which 
docmae  he  addaced  varioas  illostrations,  drawn 
from  the  practiee  before  grand  juries  of  finding 
bills  on  tx  parte  information,  and  on  the  accusa- 
tion of  professed  informers,  the  most  despicable 
of  the  human  race.  In  this  country,  he  argued, 
every  iodiTiduai  had  the  same  ri^ht  as  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson,  (late  President,)  who  in  his  communica- 
tion to  Congress,  after  Burr's  trial,  had  recom- 
mended to  Congress  to  inquire  whether  the 
defect  was  in  the  oTidence,  in  the  law,  or  in  the 
administration  of  the  law — a  recommendation  as 
tegarded  the  latter,  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  any  other 
member  of  society  had  the  same  right  to  make  as 
the  President.  Mr.  R.  opposed  mr.  Qaobtb- 
hob's  general  Tiew  of  the  modifications  and  lim- 
itation of  the  right  of  petition,  snd  adduced  illus- 
trations from  British  Parliamentary  history  to 
show  the  sanctity  of  the  right  of  petition,  aeeord- 
ing  to  the  pracuee  of  that  body,  d&c.  &ome  of 
the  charges  in  this  memorial  were  of  a  serious 
nature,  and  susceptible  of  easy  proof  or  refuta- 
tion i  and  he  was  clearly  in  favor  of  giving  a  due 
examination  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Webster  supported  the  general  view  taken 
by  Mr.  Randolph,  and  urged  the  reference  of  the 
vapers  as  containing  serious  matter  of  inquiry. 
It  was  sufficient  to  secure  attention  by  the  liottse 
to  a  petition,  that  it  was  respectful  in  its  terms  to 
the  House,  and  decent  in  the  subject-matter.  Mr. 
W.  referred,  also,  to  the  practiee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  as  a  strong  illustration  introduced 
the  case  of  a  person  (a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  indeed,  but  that  did  not  change  the 
principle)  who  came  from  the  pillory  to  that 
House,  and  was  heard  on  an  accusation  against 
the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  MoKeb  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of 
these  papers  on  the  ground  that  a  similar  accusa- 
tion, preferred  in  1810  against  Judge  Toulmin, 
had  been  found  to  be  frivolous;  and  such,  he 
thought,  there  was  a  presumption  amounting  al- 
most to  certainty,  was  the  fact  in  the  present 
instance. 

Mr.  Gbobvenob  again  took  the  floor  against 
the  reference,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  on  the 
right  of  petition,  which  he  would  be  the  last  to 
deny;  but  the  right  of  petition  did  not  embrace 
an  obligation  on  the  House  to  examine  any  charge 
against  public  officers,  which  malice  or  petulance 
might  dictate.  He  referred  to  the  various  charges 
made,  and  inferred  from  the  face  of  the  memorial 
that  they  were  either  wholly  false,  or  distorted 
into  a  shape  the  facts  did  not  warrant. 

Mr.  JonNSON,  of  Kentucky,  would  have  con* 
sented  to  a  reference  of  this  memorial,  did  he  not 
believe  that  the  high  character  of  Judge  Toulmin, 
whilst  in  Kentucky,  and  so  far  as  he  had  since 
heard  of  him,  was  such  as  to  forbid  the  belief  that 
there  was  any  ground  for  the  accusation  against 
him  I  in  which  conviction  be  was  confirmed  by 
the  information  given  by  Mr.  MoKbb,  that  this 
was  not  the  first  time  the  same  person  had  im- 
peached the  conduct  of  the  judfe.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  a  reference  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Randolph  again,  at  some  length,  explained 


his  views  of  the  right  of  petition,  and  of  havis| 
petitions  examined,  and  supporteo  the  propositioa 
for  a  reference  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  SooTHABD  followed  on  the  saoaeaide.  He 
thought  such  high  charges  advanced,  some  €d 
them  under  oath,  ought  not  to  be  disngarded  by 
the  House ;  for,  if  oae-foarth  of  them  were  true, 
they  afibrded  ample  ground  for  impeaehment  d 
the  judge.  The  subject  ought  at  least  to  be  ex- 
amined. 

Mr.  WtLDE  opposed  the  reference  of  the  pa- 
pers, on  the  ground  of  his  total  disbelief  in  the 
statements  of  the  memoriaUst.  In  allusion  to  the 
probability  that  ihe  chaiges  flowed  from  a  spirit 
of  animosity  to  Judge  Toulmin  on  account  othif 
official  conduct,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  very  probable 
the  fact  was  so;  fur,  said  he. 

What  logaa  e'er  fidt  the  baltsr  dnw» 
With  good  opinion  of  the  law  1 

The  absence  of  evidence,  so  easily  to  Iiave 
been  obtained  if  the  charges  had  been  tme,  was 
a  strong  reason  with  Mr.  W.  for  dMekierii^ 
them. 

Mr.  Robebtbon  made  some  forcible  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  inquiry.  He  gave  to  the  character 
of  Judge  TuulmiUi  as  an  intelligent  jud^e  and 
good  citizen,  its  due  praise.  The  Judge  lived  in 
a  country  divided  into  virulent  factions;  he  had 
many  enemies,  many  friends.  The  estimation  in 
which  the  mass  of  the  people  held  hiin,  was 
proved  by  his  being  deputed  by  them  to  this  city, 
whither  he  was  now  on  his  way,  to  represent 
their  views  respectins  the  erection  of  the  Terri* 
tory  into  a  Slate.  Oa  the  other  hand,  Mr.  R. 
ssid,  he  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Lewis,  bat  from 
repeated  letters  to  him  on  the  subject,  which 
proved  that  these  charges  were  not  of  sadden 
creation,  but  long  meditated.  Making  it  a  rale  to 
answer  all  letters  addressed  to  him,  Ifr.  R.  said, 
he  had  referred  Mr.  Lewis  toCooq^ress,  as  the 

8 roper  body  to  redress  his  supposed  gmvanees. 
Ir.  R.  said  he  thought  it  due  to  Mr.  Lewis,  but 
more  due  to  Judge  Toulmin,  that  an  inquiry 
should  take  plaeci  and  put  an  end  at  once  to  ail 
doubts  which  any  man  may  entertain  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  should,  therefore,  with  a  sincere  disoo* 
sition  to  do  justice  to  Judge  Toulmin,  cfaeerfaUy 
vote  for  the  reference  of  the  memoriaL 

Mr.  CuLPEPEB  stated  his  knowtedge  of  Bftr. 
Lewis's  family  in  North  Carolina,  as  being  re- 
spectable, dtc,  and  said  he  had  frequently  heard 
Mfore  of  Mr.  Lewis's  complaints  against  Judge 
Toulmin. 

The  question  on  reference  of  the  pafiers  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  HERBBET,from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  a  court-house,  and  public  offices, 
within  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Disuict 
of  Columbia,  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
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th«  Jodiemry  weie  iostracted  to  inquire  inlo  the 
expedieoey  ormakiog  «q  additioDat  judicial  di»* 
trici  in  tbe  eastern  pan  of  the  Missiauppt  Terri- 
torf ,  to  be  eompoted  of  the  coontiet  of  Wasbiof- 
ton,  Clark,  and  Monroe^  together  with  such  other 
cooDties  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  may 
lay  off  between  the  rifers  Tennessee  and  Aim- 
bama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parais,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  iostrocted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  modifying  the  act,  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  **An  act 
making  further  proTision  for  military  services 
daring  the  late  war  and  for  other  purposes^"  as 
to  ezteod  the  time  in  which  guardians  of  the 
minor  children  of  deceased  soldiers  may  relinquish 
the  bounty  land  and  claim  the  half  pav,  as  pro- 
vided br  the  second  section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Pabris,  in  offering  the  above  resolution 
for  consideration,  observed,  that,  by  adverting  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  tbe  last  session, 
authorizing  the  j^ardians  of  the  minor  children 
of  deeeas^  soldiers  to  relinquish  their  claim  to 
the  bounty  land,  and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  half 

Ey  for  five  y/^Ars,  it  would  be  perceived  that  un- 
ts  such  relinquish  men  t  was  made  previous  to 
the  16th  of  April  next,  the  heirs  woula  be  forever 
barred  from  accepting  the  benefit  of  that  act.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  there  were  many  suffering  fami- 
lies of  tbe  deceased  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  to 
whom  tbe  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  that 
act  bad  never  been  made  known ;  many  orphans 
who  were  yet  ignorant  of  the  provisions  which 
were  the  last  session  made  for  their  relief.  He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  same  disposition  which  was 
manifested  in  passing  the  act,  would  induce  tbe 
House  to  extend  iu  provisions,  that  the  destitute 
(amilies  of  the  soldiers  who  had  died  in  our  ser- 
vice might  find  some  small  relief  in  our  munifi- 
cence. He  in  fact  had  good  reason  to  believe 
that,  in  the  remote  section  of  the  Union  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  an  extension  of 
the  time  would  be  particularly  desirable,  as  there 
were  nuoy  who  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  before 
alluded  to,  that  he  was  certain  would  have  done 
it  long  siace,  had  they  been  informed  of  its  ex- 
btence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clbmdxnnin,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed u>  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  militia  and 
volunteers,  who  died  in  the  service  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  previous  to  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 181S,  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  above 
described  corps,  who  died  subsequently  to  the 
said  31st  day  of  December,  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickbnb,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  tnquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  for  tbe  relief  of  such 
of  the  officers  itnd  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  who  faithfully  serred,  and  are  now  reduced 
to  want,  and  unable  to  support  themselres. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbtnolds,  it  was  orjered  j 


that  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  received  by  this  House  on  the  ISth 
day  of  January,  1816,  recommending  the  coi^ 
firmation  of  certain  grants  of  land  made  by  the 
friendly  Creek  Indians  to  General  Jackson,  Ben- 
jamin Hawkins,  and  others,  be  referral  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

MISSOURI  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  the  petition  of  Rufus  Eaatoo ;  which 
report  pronounces  Mr.  Scott,  the  sitting  Delegate 
from  Missouri  Territory,  not  entitled,  and  Mr. 
Easton,  the  petitioner,  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  ia 
this  House.  [The  committee,  it  appears,  have 
framed  their  report  on  the  ground  of  gross  and 
undeniable  illegality  of  the  election  in  one  of  the 
districu  in  the  Territory ;  which  election  being 
set  aside  by  tbe  committee,  gave  a  majority  of 
votes  to  the  petitioner-*and,  without  going  into 
the  examination  of  individual  votes,  or  the  quali- 
fication of  the  voters,  the  election  being  by  ballot, 
they  declare  in  favor  of  the  petitioner.] 

The  report  and  documents  being  read,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress,  and  were  re- 
fused leave  to  ait  again ;  thus  bringing  the  atib- 
ject  immediately  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WiBsraB  opposed  the  report,  principallr 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  predicated  only  on  il* 
legality  in  a  separate  election,  without  entering 
into  aa  examination  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
voters  generally ;  and  concluded  by  moving  the 
recommitment  of  the  report  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  with  instructions  "  to  receive  evi« 
dence  that  persons  voting  for  either  candidate 
were  not  entitled  to  vote  in  the  said  election." 

On  this  motion  a  wide  debate  took  place,  chiefly 
on  the  point  whether  votes  given  by  ballot,  and 
of  course  privately,  could  be  afterwards  ascer- 
tained,  or  the  voter  called  in  to  declare  for  whom 
he  had  voted,  when  the  very  object  of  tbe  mode 
was  to  afford  secrecy  and  freedom  to  the  elector; 
also  on  the  eligibility  of  elections  by  ballot  or  of 
those  viva  voce,  and  on  the  propriety  of  reversing 
an  election  without  first  ascertaining  the  legality 
of  the  votes  which  decided  it.  Besides  these 
main  questions  in  the  debate,  it  embraced  an  in- 
quiry into  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  at  issue,  and  naany  incidental  points,  by  the 
various  speakers. 

Those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  recommit- 
ment, were  Messrs.  WiBBTfia,  Randolph,  Shbf- 
FBT,  Calhoun,  Pitkin,  Telpaib,  and  Thomas; 
and  those  opposed  to  it,  Messrs.  Tatlob  of  New 
York,  PioKBBiNO,  WaioBT,  and  Ross. 

Mr.  Cadt  doubted  very  strongly  whether  the 
Delmtes  from  the  Territory  could  be  considered 
as  omcers  of  the  Qenersl  Government,  but  rather 
as  mere  agents  for  the  Territories,  allowed  by 
courtesy  to  sit  and  speak  in  the  House,  without 
anything  to  do  with  the  general  concerns  of  the 
nation  ;  and  iheir  election  therefore  not  properly 
coming  before  the  House.  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  lay  tbe  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ranpolph^bIso  questioned  the  propriety  of 
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eoosidering  the  Delecaies  in  asf  other  light  th«a 
nere  agents  of  the  Territoriet,  without  eoy  title 
to  the  privileges  of  the  memben,  whieh  ihey  now 
enjofed,  (except  the  right  of  votiog,)  aad  was  id 
fiiTOr  of  layiag  the  report  on  the  table. 

On  the  qoeetioD  to  lay  the  report  oo  the  table, 
the  ayes  and  ooes  were  equal,  beiog  each  68.  aod 
the  Speakbr  decided  against  the  motion. 

The  qaesiioD  then  recariog  on  the  recommit- 
ment, much  more  discussion  followed;  after 
which,  the  petitioner  (as  allowed  by  s  TOteof  the 
House)  rose  to  support  his  pretensions;  when, 
on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturdat,  January  4. 

The  8PBAKBR  mesented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pmyiog 
that  such  persons  as  ha?e  settled  upon  public 
lands  in  that  Territory,  may  be  permitted  lo  re- 
main thereon  until  the  same  shall  be  exposed  to 
sale.*^Relerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  LowMDRS,  from  the  Ck](mmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  dlseharge 
of  Oliver  Speilman  from  imprisonment,  whieh 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nslboii,  from  the  select  committee, 
appointed  on  the  30th  nit.,  reported  a  bill  extend- 
ing the  time  for  loeating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surreys  thereon 
to  the  Gteneral  Land  Office,  aad  for  giving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  to  otytain  patents 
for  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution  war- 
rants; which  was  read  twice,  and  eommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Muscle  Shoals,  in  Tennessee  river. 

C0NTE8TCD  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Blecttons  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Rufas  Baston,  contesting  the  right  of 
John  Scott  to  a  seat  in  the  House  as  a  delegate 
from  Missouri  Territory. 

Mr.  Bagton  (the  petitioner)  rose  for  the  pur- 
nose  of  defending  has  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House. 
He  spoke  on  the  subject  at  eonaidefable  length, 
and  exiimined  the  various  points  and  bearings  of 
the  case. 

When  Mr.  Baston  conel/nded— 

Mr.  Bbtts  of  New  York,  on  the  gionnd  of  his 
belief  that  the  Delegates  from  Territories  cannot 
be  considered  members  of  this  House,  aad  that  of 
course  the  House  is  not  the  proper  judge  of  the 
correctness  of  the  returns  of  their  election,  moved 
that  the  subject  should  be  indefiaitely  poatponed. 

Mr.  RoaURTaoN,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  repelled,  wiih  some  force  of  expression, 
the  idea  of  the  unimportance  of  the  Delegates, 
which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  entertain. 
The  people  of  the  frontier  country  had  rights  as 
well  as  the  people  of  the  Slates,  of  which  dis- 


tance ought  not  to  deprive  them ;  aadl  tkeir  Dd- 
egates  (or  Representatives)  had  duties  to  perfocn 
here  as  important  to  their  constituents,  as  essea> 
tial  to  the  rights  of  the  citisen,  as  aoy  member 
of  this  House.  It  was  therefore  of  high  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  represented  by  the  per- 
son who  had  a  majority  of  their  voles;  aad  that 
the  House  should  determine  that  question. 

Mr.  WniOBT,  of  Maryland,  thought,  with  Mr. 
RoRRRTsoN,  that  the  House  were  bound  to  de- 
cide between  the  sitting  nsember  aad  the  pe- 
titioner. He  then  went  on  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  question  before  the  House,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Brtt8  spoke  again  in  support  of  his  naotion, 
and  further  explained  his  views  on  the  qoestioa 
he  had  raised. 

Mr.  MoKbr,  of  Kentucky,  seconded  Mr.BRTTs'a 
views.  The  Delegates,  being  unknown  to  the 
Constitution,  and  authorised  by  the  law  only, 
which  law  did  not  prescribe  or  restrain  the  right 
of  judging  of  the  legality  of  their  election,  Mr. 
MoUb  eoneluded  tlmt  the  House  had  no  right 
to  examine  into  the  subject,  but  were  bound  to 
take  the  return  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
election. 

Mr.  Roaa,  of  Pennsvlvania,  controverted  this 
doctrine.  The  right  ot  judging  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  retum%  he  contended,  arose  from  the 
nature  of  things ;  otherwise  the  nght  of  election, 
allowed  by  law  to  the  people,  would,  in  fact,  be 
adjudged  to  belong  to  the  Governor,  the  return- 
ing officer  in  this  case,  who  might,  without  ap- 
peal from  his  decision,  return  whom  he  pleased 
as  the  Delegate. 

Mr.  Qabtom,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  the 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  from  a  eonriction 
which  had  grown  upon  him,  from  eonsideration 
and  examination,  since  the  question  was  first  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  Mr.  Q.  quoted  the  laws  on 
this  subject,  and  oeotended  that  the  House  had 
no  power  judicially  to  decide  oa  the  qualification 
or  nght  of  a  Delate  to  a  seat  in  this  House, 
since  a  Delegate  was  not  a  member  of  the  House 
aceovding  to  the  Constitution,  aad  Ihere  was 
no  provision,. in  the  laws  authorixtug  the  Terri- 
tories to  send  Delegates,  whieh  gave  to  thia 
House  the  power  of  revising  the  legality  of  their 
election.  Mr.  G.  was  not,  however,  in  favor  of 
indefinite  peetpouement,  thinking  it  bat  respect- 
ful to  the  people  of  the  Territory  and  the  patitioRcr 
to  give  aMMoecrious  consideration  to  theoucatioa. 

Mr.  Wrrstbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  apoke  ir  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Gabton.  If  the  return  of  u  ruturaing 
officer  were  to  be  conelusive  evidence^  he  askod, 
in  the  course  of  his  argument,  what  oourae  would 
the  gentleoMM  pursue,  if  the  returning  ofiev 
shonld  grant  two  oertifi^tes  to  different  peiaous^ 
a  thing  by  no  meane  impossible.  Should  both  be 
allowd  to  take  their  seats,  or  would  aet  tha 
House  examine  which  of  the  two  had  the  correct 
return  ?  From  the  nature  of  thiagv,  Mr.  W.  eoa- 
tended,  it  could  not  be  but  it  was  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  House  to  decide  in  cases  of  eontested 
election  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barrour,  of  Virginin,  took  i^e  same 
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grouDd  at  Mr  Wibstbb,  which  he  argaed  at 
some  ieogth,  and  with  much  olearDesa,  eonteoding 
that  the  Hoase  either  had  jarisdietion  or  it  bad 
not;  if  it  bad  not,  it  had  oo  right  to  look  at  the 
retaro,  for  aoy  purposes,  or  at  the  corrrespon- 
dence  of  the  return  with  the  member  who  took 
the  seat ;  if  it  had  jurisdiction,  it  had  certainly  a 
right  to  examine,  on  any  point  whatever,  the 
validity  of  the  return.  Otherwise,  the  absurdity 
would  follow,  that  any  man  whatever,  claiming 
a  sest  as  Dele^te  from  a  Territory,  would  have 
a  right  to  take  it;  whether  duly  elected  or  not. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  again  in 
support  of  bin  views.  He  quoted  eases  from  other 
grades  of  office,  which  he  considered  as  analogous 
to  that  embracsed  in  the  question  before  the  House ; 
that,  for  instance,  of  a  Judge  eihibiting  a  com- 
mission from  the  proper  authority  ;  into  the  le- 
gality of  which  his  colleagues  of  the  court  have 
DO  power  further  to  inquire,  than  that  the  certi- 
ficate is  in  the  usual  form,  and  signed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  Sheffet,  of  Virginia,  denied  the  correct- 
ness of  the  doctrine,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
broached  on  this  occasion,  and  which,  if  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  would  lead  to  the  most  extraordinary 
consequences.  Mr.  S.^  besides  the  general  grounds 
of  opposition  to  the  motion  for  postponement, 
was  desirous  to  adhere  to  the  precedent  already 
established,  by  the  House  having  in  1809  taken 
cognizance  of  a  contested  Territorial  election;  re- 
specting which  it  was  not  at  all  material  that  it 
was  not  of  the  same  nature  as  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  since,  if  the  Hou^e  had  a  right  to  inquire 
into  the  right  of  a  Delegate  to  a  seat  on  one 
rround,  they  had  the  same  right  on  any  other. 

Mr.  Cadt,  of  New  York,  was  against  the  ex- 
pediency, if  not  the  right  of  the  Hdusc  to  inquire 
into  the  election  of  a  Delegate.  He  instanced  a 
case,  which  he  contended  was  analogous — that 
of  a  foreign  Minister,  presenting  to  the  President 
his  credentials;  suppose  another  person  should 
present  hiouelf,  and  say  that  he  was  the  real 
representative  of  his  Qovernment,the  other  hav- 
ing obtained  his  certificate  by  fraud.  Would  the 
President  go  into  an  examination  of  the  relative 
right  of  each,  and  deeide  which  was  the  true 
represenutive  of  the  Gbvernmeni?  Or  would 
he  not  reject  both,  and  refer  them  to  their  con- 
stitnent  authority  to  remedv  the  error,  if  any  ? 
Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  indennite  postponement. 

Mr.  PiCKCRiNO,  of  Massachusetts,  arj^ued,  from 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  have 
a  Delegate  on  this  floor,  established  by  law  and  the 
Constuution,that  they  had  aright  to  be  correctly 
repre»enied;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  the  ri^ht 
and  duty  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  validity 
of  their  election,  when  contested. 

The  que;»tion  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative  bv  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucxy,  contended,  that  the 
power  of  judging  of  the  qualifications  and  returns 
of  its  own  members  (and  Delegates  were  qutui 
members,)  was  inherent  in  every  Legislative 
body,  and  not  necessary  to  be  expressly  bestowed 
on  it;  and  that,  therefore,  this  House  had  ample 
14ih  Cox.  2d  Sjbss.— 14 


power  in  the  case  before  them.    He  argued  the 
question  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  Pickbxino  and 
Mr.  Hardin,  and  contended  against  the  power  of 
the  House  in  this  respect.  If  it  had  the  power,  he 
contended,  it  was  a  concurrent  power  with  the 
Senate,  as  the  Delegates  were  to  the  Congress 
and  not  this  House,  though  it  had  been  deemed 
convenient  and  expedient  to  admit  them  to  seats 
in  this  House  rather  than  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  taking;  for  granted  the 
right  i»f  the  House  on  the  subject,  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  question,  he  conceived 
to  be  actually  before  the  House,  whether,  on  the 
facts  reported  by  the  committee^  the  sitting  mem- 
ber or  the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House?  Mr.  S.  was  in  favor,  as  the  evi- 
dence presented  itself  to  him,  of  the  right  of  Mr. 
£a8T0n  to  a  seat.  If  satisfied,  by  evidence  now 
in  possession  of  the  sitting  member,  of  bad  votes 
having  been  given,  he  would  be  willing  to  re- 
commit the  report. 

Mr.  Scott  (the  sitting  Delegate)  stated,  that 
there  was  now  on  the  table  evidence  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  bad  votes,  eighty-seven  of  which 
were,  by  the  evidence,  fixed  to  have  been  given 
for  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  defended  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  contending,  that 
the  decision  of  the  qualifications  of  voters  at 
elections  ought  to  be  left  to  the  judges  of  the 
election  in  the  present  case,  and  in  most  other 
cases  of  contested  election ;  not  because  this 
House  had  not  the  power,  but  because  it  was  not . 
practicable  for  the  House  properly  to  scrutinize 
them.  As  to  the  qualifications  of  th'e  voters, 
evidence  was  even  now  taking  in  some  of  the 
counties  of  the  Territory,  in  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
cation of  voters,  which  could  not  arrive  in  time 
to  be  examined  at  this  session,  and  which  might 
present  a  totally  difierent  view  of  the  relative 
good  or  bad  votes.  Mr.  T.  opposed  the  recom- 
mitmenL  and  prayed  the  House  to  decide  oo  the 
report  oi  the  committee. 

After  some  farther  remarks  by  Mr.  Randolph 
in  favor  of  recommitment — : 

The  question  on  recommitment^  as  moved  yes- 
terday, was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided — 
For  recommitment  86,  against  it  50.  as  follow^: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Adazns,  Archer,  Atherton,  Ba«r« 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdseye,  Blount, 
Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Borwell,  Calhoun,  Cair 
of  Mossachttsetu,  Oilley,  Clayton,  Condict,  Cooper» 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dickens, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hnger,  Hulbert,  Hangeribrd, 
Inghain,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virgmia,  Langdon,  Lit^ 
tie,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Lvon,  Marsh,  Ma- 
son, McKee,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moeetey,  Jeremiah  Nelaon, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Tliomas  M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Onnsby, 
Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pilkin,  Pleasants, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Savage^ 
8he£bj,'  Smith  of  PeonajlTania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Stearns,  Starges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Telfiur, 
Thomas,  Tyler,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilder  and  Yancey. 
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Naia— MeMm.  A%Ale,  Baker,  BurdMil,  Brooks, 
Biyan,  Ca^,  Caldwell,  Claik  of  New  Yoik,  Claris 
•f  North  Ceioluia,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner, 
Findkj,  Fletcher,  Gold,  Grii&n,  Hahn,  Bale,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Heiater,  Hooka,  Inring  ef  New  York, 
Jewett,  John^n  of  Kentncky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King,  Law,  William  Maclaj,  WiUiam  P.  MacUj, 
MoflStt,  Moore,  Parria,  Robertaon,  Roea,  Smith  of  Va., 
Sonthard,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Vose,  Wallaoflb  Ward 
of  New  York,  Wendorer,  Whiteaide,  Wilkin,  WU- 
loDghl^,  Thomaa  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Wood- 
waH,  and  Wright 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  com- 
nitiee  be  instructed  as  aforesaid  1^  And  also 
passed  io  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  January  6. 

Mr.  MiLLB  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  mails  mav 
not  be  transported  or  opened  on  Sundays ;  whicn 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ; 
Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  IiioBAM,Mr.  McKib,  Mr.  Marsh, 
and  Mr.  Ttlbr,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SrsAaNB  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  said 
State,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  Tancby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Gaze  and  Rich- 
and.  which  was  read :  when  Mr.  Yancbt  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Gaze  and  John  Rich- 
and,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LOWNDES  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means, 
by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  detailed 
statements,  on  which  were  founded  the  estimates 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1817,  including  arrearages, 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
^  Mr.  Forsyte  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble: 

Retohedt  That  the  Oommittae  on  the  National 
Currency  be  inatmeted  to  inqnira  whether  the  Presi- 
dent snd  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
haw  adopted  any  arrangement  by  which  the  payment 
of  the  specie  portion  of  the  second  instalment  can  be 
evaded  or  postponed ;  and,  if  such  arrangement  has 
been  made,  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  regula- 
tion by  which  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the 
second  instalment  may  be  enlbrced  at  Uke  time  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  within  a  limited 
tune  thereafter. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  is  re- 
ferred the  letter  and  report  of  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary of  War,  00  the  letter  of  Major  General  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  respecting  his  expenditure 
of  public  money,  while  commanding  the  north- 
western  army,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled, 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  tepresantatiTes 


of  IgoMce  Ghalmei  Delwo^  4ecea8ed,  and  of  Aa* 
thony  Grosat,  and  L.  P.  Devcrgca,"  in  wbieh  they 
ask  the  eoaeurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Spbakbk  laid  before  the  Hotise  a  letter 
from  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Cominiasioner  of 
Claims,  dbc,  expressing  his  regret  at  the  omis- 
sion to  pursue  the  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and 
courting  farther  iuTestigaiioo ;  defending  also  his 
decisions,  and  particularly  those  three  animad- 
Terted  upon  by  the  Comaiittte  of  Claims  In  theii 
report,  and  throwing  himaeif  on  the  jnsiioe  of  the 
House  to  rescue  bis  character  from  nojost  oblo* 

q«X: 
The  letter  hariag  been  read,  was,  o«  motioaof 

Mr.  FoASTTB,  referred  to  the  Comnitiee  of  the 

Whole,  10  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 

amend  the  Claims  law. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorige  the  discharge 

of  Oiirer  Spellman  from  his  imprisoiUDent,  was 

read  a  Uiird  time,  and  passed. 

TRANSFER  OF  APPROPRIATfON8. 

Mr.  LowMOfis  laid  before  the  House  a  Jecter 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  March,  1809,  as  authorizes  the  President  to 
transfer  appropriations,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

TmsAsuBT  DavAaTxaaT,  Jbtn.  1, 1817. 


Sib:  STourletterQftheSlslatliniOieaclssiBga 
olntion  of  the  Hooae  of  RepssssntatiTes  of  the  90th 
ultimo,  directiag  the  Committee  of  Wagps  and  Means 
to  inquire  into  the  expedieaqr  of  repealing  so  mnch  of 
the  act  **  further  to  amend  the  aevsial  acts  lor  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Traasniy,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  paased  the  third  of  March,  1809, 
as  anthomas  the  PrendenI  of  the  United  States  to 
transfer  appropriations,  has  been  recaivlBd. 

In  giving  my  opinion  upon  the  sabject-matter  of  the 
resolution,  it  may  be  proper  to  slate  the  caoaea  whidi 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  law,  embiadng  the  piOTision 
which  is  contemplated  to  be  repealed  by  the  leoolutioii. 
Antecedent  to  that  period  the  appioprialiena  ware,  bj 
aome  of  the  Departmeata,  considerad  aa  an  aggrsgste 
aom  to  be  applied,  without  distinction  in  thair  aeooonta, 
to  every  branch  of  service  embiaoad  by  the  appropm- 
tion.  In  the  Navy  Department,  §k  jnstsnre,  there 
was  but  one  account  opened  in  the  Trsasnry  faookS) 
because  the  requisitions  made  by  the  Depaitaeni  vreie 
drawn  fiir  the  Navy  Dqpartment  geDerally,  and  the 
sums  thus  drawn  were  applied  to  the  naval  service, 
without  regard  to  the  amount  which  had  been  speei&- 
cally  appropriated  for  the  different  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice within  that  Department. 

In  changing  this  practice,  the  necessity  of  giving  the 
power  to  transfer  Rom  one  head  of  appropriation  to 
another,  according  to  the  exigenciea  of  the  service,  was 
foreseen.    This  power  was  given  to  the  FreaideBt; 
and,  in  order  to  nirniah  to  Congress  the  infbrmstion 
which  it  was  deemed  essential  to  possess,  cTery  trans- 
fer of  appropriation,  together  with  the  application  of 
the  money  so  transfeireid,  wss  reqnirsd  to  be  eommn- 
nicated  to  Congress  during  the  first  week  of  their  eeo- 
sion  thereafter.    If  no  tranates  were  made,  Ceqgroas 
knew  the  maximum  applied  to  each  head  of  appropri- 
atioa.    If  transfers  wen  a«de,  they  obCsinsdinfinma- 
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tion  equally  inteiwUBff  and  iu9hX  to  Ihain  in  pnmdtiif 
for  the  wantf  of  tbe  succeeding  year.  The  tranafen 
diicloied  to  them  thoee  branches  of  the  senrice,  in  each 
DepartmeDt,  where  Hifi  appropriations  had  been  redun- 
dant, as  well  as  where  f£ij  had  been  deficient  They 
obtained^  without  injury,  a  knowledge  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Bom  truisferred,  as  well  as  of  the  sum  ori* 
pnally  designated  fn  that  objoct  This  was  the  desi- 
leratnm  intended  to  be  obtained  by  the  adoption  of 
that  measure. 

By  reducing  the  hflub  of  appropriation,  the  neces* 
lity  of  exorcising  the  power  of  tnnsfer  will,  no  doubt, 
i9  considerably  diwinishod.  During  a  period  of  peace, 
ind  after  the  Nrnwrni  and  Military  EstaWiahments  have 
remained  £ot  m  oousiderable  time  without  alteration  af 
:o  organiistion  or  force,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be 
rat  rarely  ezardaed.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  a 
uU  consideratiott  of  tbe  subject  will  lead  to  the  oon- 
riction  that  the  power  ought  to  be  retained  in  peace  as 
veil  as  in  war.  A  change  in  our  relations  with  a  Ibr^ 
iign  State,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  which  would 
render  it  prudent  to  concentrate  the  regular  force  in 
uiy  section  of  the  country,  would  increase  the  expense 
>f  the  Quartemiaster's  department  beyond  the  regular 
ippiopriation.  Expenses  incurred  under  such  draim- 
itances  must  generally  be  disohaiged  as  they  are  incur- 
red. TUa  oovld  not  be  elieeted  without  the  power  of 
ipplyittg  tfcw  redundamdea  of  other  appropriations  to 
meet  the  doficits  ptodncad  by  such  an  emergency. 

There  doea  not  a|year  to  be  any  neeeasity  fer  ex- 
tending this  power  to  the  permanent  appropriations  of 
the  land  or  naval  secviee.    The  appiopnationafor  am- 
ng  the  militia,  for  the  armories,  and  far  arms  and  mil- 
tary  atocca,  and  fat  the  permanent  increase  of  the 
^avy,  may  with  great  pronria^  be  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  this  power,    it  is  to  the  current  expenses 
if  the  land  and  naval  force  authorised  to  be  kept  in 
ervlce  during  the  year  that  this  power  should  be  con- 
ined.     Within  those  limits  it  is  not  belioved  that  the 
K>wer  can  be  exercised  to  the  injury  of  the  nation. 
Without  this  power,  the  War  and  ff avy  Departments 
ronld  be  compeUed  to  make  ample  estimates  for  eveiy 
iranch  of  the  service,  as  a  deficiency  in  any  one  might 
le  productive  of  serious  consequences.    The  idea  that 
conomy  will  be  enlbroed  by  repealing  the  provision 
rill,  I  am  confident,  be  found  to  be  wholly  illusoiy. 
Withdraw  tbe  power  of  tranafer,  and  the  Departmenta 
riU  increaae  their  estimates.    In  some  brandies  of  the 
erv ice  ther«  will  be  redundandes,  in  none  will  there 
e  deftcienciea.    TheeeiedundancMSb  continuing  from 
fear  to  year,  wiU  be  more  likely  to  exdte  to  pn^uaon 
n  those  bramchee  of  the  eervice  than  if  they  were  truu- 
erred  to  the  appropriations  which  were  inaiiffident 
The  law,  ae  it  now  stands,  furnishes  those  whose  doty 
t  is  to  appropriate  the  money  and  superintend  its  ap« 
)Ucation  with  all  the  information  which  is  necessary 
o  tbe  execution  of  that  high  trust    By  reducing  the 
leads  of  appropriation,  the  labor  of  keepingthe  accounts 
if  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  of  the  other  Departments, 
ind  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  will  be  greatly  dl- 
Dinished.    This  reduction,  however,  as  before  stated, 
irill  not  supply  the  place  of  the  power  of  transferring 
liom  one  brandi  of  the  service  to  another.    It  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that  the  power  of  transfer  is  appli- 
Bable  only  to  the  War  and  Ncvy  Departments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
BBost  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  W1U.U.M  LowvDSs, 
CAothiuni  CohmmMm  ^  Wa^f*  and  Mum$* 


E8TIMATS  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House,  n  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traosmittin^ 
an  estimate  of  moneys  neceseary  to  be  ajppropn* 
ated  for  the  service  of  the  year  1817,  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  letter  ia  as  follows : 

TnxAsunT  DxrAnTxavT,  Jan*  4|  1817. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  henwith,  for  tfae 
information  of  the  House  of  Representative^  an  esia* 
mate  of  the  appropriatiens  proposed  for  the  eerviee  of 
tbe  year  1817,  amonntiBg  in  tte  whole  to  918,461^ 
798  67,  vix : 

For  the  dvil  list  -       -       -  $1,048^40  08 

For  miecellaneoos  expenaea  884,841  88 

For  the  expenses  of  intcrcMuae  with 

foreign  nations        ....       881,833  88 
For  the  Military  Establishment,  inclu- 
ding arrearages  and  Indian  Depart- 
ment       7,699,688  78 

For  the  Naval  Establishment,  induding 
the  marine  corps     •        •        •        -    8,986,656  75 

•18|451,789  87 


The  funds  out  of  which  the  ajmropriattons  for  tho 
year  1817  may  be  diacharged  are  the  following : 

1.  The  sum  of  $600,000,  annually  reserved  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  out  of  the  duties  and 
customs,  towards  the  expenses  of  Oovemment. 

8.  The  proceeds  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  the  du^ 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  Umted  States. 

8.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  cnstooui, 
the  difeet  tax,  and  other  internal  duties,  after  eatisiying 
the  paymenta  for  which  they  are  pledged  and  appro- 
priated. 

4.  Any  other  nnapprepnated  money  which  mi^ 
eome  into  the  Twasory  during  the  year  1817. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  vary  re^peetinlly,  eiri  jreir 
most  obedient  aervaat* 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  SrBAKxn  rfiJU  Hmue  of  Bqts. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
&c.^  in  the  military  service  of  tbe  Uoited  States 
during  the  late  war— Mr.  Johnson's  amendment, 
going  to  substitute  a  new  bill,  uuder  eontidera^ 
tion. 

Mr.  Harmh  first  rose  in  support  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  aud  against  the 
ameodment.  He  made  some  aoimadversioos,  as 
when  he  spoke  before,  00  the  Commissioner  and 
his  deeisiouf.  He  denied  his  competeocy,  and' 
arraigned  his  awards;  but,  if  he  were  ever  so 
competent,  and  as  honest  as  Aristides  himself, 
such  were  the  facilities  to  fraud  in  tbe  law,  that,, 
without  amendment  of  it,  as  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  the  United  States  would 
be  subject  to  many  and  great  impositions.  In 
regard  to  tbe  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  this 
morning,  Mr.  H.  took  occasion  to  say  be  did  not 
know  under  what  authority  the  letter  had  been 
introduced  into  the  House.  The  Heads  of  Depart* 
mcnts,  to  he  sure,  did  sometimes  dicute  to  the 
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Hoose;  but  he  never  before  knew  that  a  little, 

Setty  CommissioDer,  Tto  use  his  own  expression  J 
ad  a  right  to  bring  forward  hia  lectures  to  this 
House  how  to  act,  and  tell  them  what  oaght  to 
be  the  amendoaents  to  existing  laws.  He  did 
not  know,  indeed,  that  the  Commissioner  bad 
any  riffht  to  address  Congress,  unless  defending 
himseu  before  them  on  an  impeaehment,  -dbc. 
Mr.  H.  then  examined  the  three  cases  referred  to 
by  the  Committee,  and  minutely^  analyzed  them, 
accord inj;  to  bis  Tiews  of  the  evidence,  and  con- 
cluded, from  his  idea  of  them,  and  from  circum- 
stances already  referred  to  in  argument,  that  the 
large  claims  ought  to  come  specially  before  the 
House.  Mr.  H.  entered  at  large  into  the  general 
question^  of  national  policy  and  duty,  in  regard 
to  indemnifyinff  its  citizens  for  losses  of  private 
property,  and  objected  to  the  wide  scope  which 
nad  been  given,  in  the  preceding  debate  on  this 
subject^to  the  principle  of  making  payment  for 
individual  property  destroyed  during  the  war;  at 
the  same  time  that  he  would  not,  if  be  could,  nor 
would  the  Committee  of  Claims,  debar  jnst  claim- 
ants under  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  from  full 
payment  of  their  claims.  Mr.  H.  again  assailed 
the  capacity  of  the  Commissioner^  of  which,  be 
said,  he  had  shown  his  own  consciousness  in  re- 
questing of  the  departments  an  exposition  of  their 
views  of  the  construction  of  the  act.  He  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, which  he  entirely  disapproved,  and.  con- 
demned as  a  mere  shadow,  lie  could  see  no 
good  reason  why  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Slalmi  should  not  be  agreed  to ;  and  concluded 
by  expressing  his  regret  that  the  dignity  of  the 
House  should  have  been  wounded  by  the  Speak- 
er's imputations  on  its  capacity,  or  disposition  to 
do  justice  to  private  claimants. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  next  took  the  floor,  to  sus- 
tain the  bill  before  the  House,  and  to  oppose  the 
amendment.  In  doing  which  he  did  not  propose 
Co  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  particular 
awards  of  the  Commissioner,  which  others  had 
reviewed,  nor  to  impute  any  censure  to  the  Com- 
missioner. After  replying  to  one  or  two  argu- 
ments which  had  been  opposed  to  the  bill,  he 
eame  to  the  general  position  he  rose  to  support, 
that  the  class  of  cases  embraced  by  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  law  of  last  session,  was  such  a  one  as 
the  Legislature  ought  to  keep  to  itself,  and,  in  re- 
spect thereto,  to  declare  and  execute  the  rule  of 
decision.  ,  In  regard  to  the  general  question  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  liability  of  the  Government  to 
indemnify  its  citizens  for  losses  by  war,  he  said 
that  there  was  one  cli^ss  of  cases  in  which  the 
Government  was  bound  to  indemnify;  another 
class,  in  which  it  was  not  so  bound ;  and  a  third, 
of  a  dubious  nature,  the  character  of  which  varied 
with  varyinff  circumstances.  These  he  defined, 
after  going  tor  his  illustrations  to  the  fountain  of 
the  origin,  and  tracing  down  the  stresm  to  the 
present  state  of  the  laws  of  wer.  The  latitude 
which  had  been  given  to  this  principle  in  debate 
the  other  day,  he  did  not  allow;  it  proceeded, 
certainly,  from  a  noble  generosity  of  heart,  but 
eould  not  be  sustained  on  practical  grounds.    The 


evils  of  war,  Mr.  B.  showed,  in  the  course  of  hii 
argument,  must  operate  unequally ;  it  cannot  be 
otherwise.     Among  other  illustrations  of  this 
position^  be  cited  the  inequality  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  personal  service ;  the  inequality  of  the 
prices  obtained  for  produce  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  the  losses  of  slaves,  dec. ;  alfwhieh 
inequalities,  be  said,  it  would  be  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Government,  if  disposed,  to  obviate.    The 
obligation  on  the  United  States  he  laid  down  to 
be,  to  indemoify,  as  matter  or  right,  all  those 
losses  produced  by  an  enemy  according  to  the 
rules  of  civilized  war,  and  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  the  direct  and  proximate  cause  of  the 
destruction.    If  we  pass  beyond  this  line,  we 
shall  be  at  sea  with  neither  chart  nor  compass  to 
guide  us;  we  shall  lose  ourselves  in  a  labyrinth 
of  infinite  perplexity,  without  a  clue  whereby  to 
extricate  ourselves.    Mr.  B.  next  dwelt  on  the 
complexity  and  the  importance,  in  principle  and 
amount,  of  the  cases  embraced  in  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  law  of  last  session ;  which,  therefore, 
he  desired  to  repeal,  and  subject  the  cases  to  the 
decision  of  this  House.    The  expediency  of  thU 
course  he  argued  at  length,  and  replied  to  the 
various  objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
it;  justifying  the  discrimi nation   between  the      i 
claims  in  the  node  of  adjudication,  on  the  ground 
of  the  great  differenca  of  importance,  both  as  to 
principal  and  amount,  of  the  two  classes  of  cases.     1 
Mr.  B.  concluded  an  ingenious  and  logical  speech 
by  a  defence  of  the  capacity  of  the  Hon!»e  to 
decide  on  cases  of  individual  claims  when  pre> 
sen  ted  to  them. 

Mr.  CoMBTocK  supported  the  amendment. 
He  considered  this  question  one  of  much  impor- 
tance, as  well  to  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  situation  of  many  of  the  unhappy 
sufierers  in  the  late  war,  those  whose  property 
had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  which  they  had  neither  ability  nor  right 
to  resist.  Justice,  he  said,  required  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  for  their  losses;  of  which 
there  was  comparatively  little  prospect,  if  the 
ninth  section  ot  the  law  of  the  last  session  was 
repealed,  insomuch  that  most  of  the  just  claim- 
ants would,  from  that  moment,  be  presumed,  con- 
sider their  case  as  hopeless.  Mr.  C.  concluded 
his  observations  by  suggesting  a  further  amend- 
ment, proposing  the  appointment  of  an  asent  to 
examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Uoited 
States  in  cases  in  which  the  President  or  Secre- 
tary or  the  Treasury  shall  think  it  necessary. 

Mr.  ForstTh  said,  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  among  other 
reasons,  because  he  denied  that  it  was  possible 
for  any  head  of  a  department  so  to  revise  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  act  as  to  prevent  abuses.     That 
there  had  been  error  in  the  construction  of  the 
law,  he  said  could  be  demonstrated ;  but  acquit- 
ted the  Commissioner  of  great  error  in  this  re- 
spect, since  he  had  acted  under  higher  authority — 
the  Pre:jident  of  the  United  States  bavio^  di- 
rected the  Commissioner  to  travel  out  of  the  act 
to  pay  for  all  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
in  consequence   of  mere  military  occupation. 
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leaTiDs  the  CooMiiBsiooer  to  determino  the  qoee- 
tioo  what  coDttitttted  military  oecapatioD.  Mr. 
F.  was  desirous  of  repealing  the  9th  section,  to 
gire  Congress  control  orer  those  cases.  Mr.  F. 
proceeded  to  reply  to  an  intimation  of  Mr.  Clat 
on  a  former  day.  at  understood  by  lum,  that  oat 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  cases  decided  by  the 
Commissioner,  three  only  had  been  selected  as 
objectionable.  This  was  an  erroneous  statement 
certainly,  since  it  was  known  that  those  three 
only  had  been  the  subject  of  examination.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  had  made  it  his  doty,  since  the  former 
debate  on  the  subject^  somewhat  to  examine  the 
decisions  of  the  Commissioner,  and  had  exam- 
ioed  a  nomi»er  of  eases ;  and  out  of  fortv  or  fifty 
)f  ihem,  he  said,  there  were  at  least  thirty  de- 
sided,  as  he  cooceived,  on  grossly  erroneous  eW- 
lence.  The  papers  were  in  possession  of  the 
House,  and  any  one  might  examine  in  detail 
those  cases,  of  which  he  nad  a  memorandum  in 
tiis  hand.  Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  analyze  sev- 
sral  cases,  commenting  on  the  evidence,  and  de- 
lyiog  its  sufficiency-  Some  of  the  cases,  he  in- 
imated,  had  been  favorably  decided  by  the  Com- 
nissiooer  after  being  rejected,  for  deficiency  of 
rouchers,  by  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, in  the  settlement  of  a  deputy  quarter- 
master general's  (Major  Camp's)  accounts,  dbc. 
k  person  who  coulfl  admit  claims  on  evidence  of 
this  description,  Mr.  F.  said^  was  not  to  be  trust- 
id,  and  no  revision  could  insure  correctness  to 
lis  conduct.  As  something  liice  evidence  of  the 
njusiice  of  the  impression  which  the  Speaker's 
-emarks  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  produce, 
his  expoeitiott  he  considered  to  be  due,  not  only 
o  himself,  but  to  the  House,  of  errors,  which 
>ersons  who  had  a  great  deal  of  charity  supposed 
o  be  errors  of  judgment.  He  did  not,  however, 
leaire  the  House  to  impute  error  to  the  Commis- 
lioner  upon  his  (Mr.  F.'s)  statements,  but  be 
isked  that  the  facts  which  he  had  stated  should 
>e  taken  for  true  till  gentlemen  convinced  them* 
lelves  otherwise.  Mr.  F.  concluded  a  speech,  of 
vbich  the  preceding  is  a  mere  outline,  by  an  in- 
imation  that  he  had  intended  to  my  something 
ibout  the  management  of  this  business  in  and 
)ut  of  the  House,  which  he  should  for  the  present 
reserve. 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  of  Kentucky,  followed  Mr.  Foa- 
3TTB  in  debate.  He  rose,  he  said^  principally  to 
say  that  his  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  and  of 
bis  administration  of  the  law,  remained  on* 
changed,  anything  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
said  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  tosute 
that  the  same  claims  would  have  Men  passed,  on 
the  same  evidence^  by  the  very  tribunal  to  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  refer  the  decision  of 
these  cases^  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  from  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  that  he  (Mr.  J.^  woaU 
himself  have  given  the  same  decision  as  in  these 
cases  had  been  given  by  the  Commissioner,  with- 
out fear  of  the  revisiooary  power  of  thie  House, 
much  less  of  that  power  which  would  aiwavs 
control  his  consoience  here  and  elsewhere.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  had  also  made  it  his  duty  to  examine 
the  condttot  of  the  Commiasiener,  and  he  em- 


phatically testified  to  his  capacity,  to  his  inte- 
grity, to  his  fidelity,  and  to  his  character,  for 
honesty  and  intelligence.  So  far  as  the  testi* 
mony  of  the  humble  individual  addressing  the 
House  coold  ffo,  it  should  resieue  the  character  of 
this  individual  from  any  imputations.  Mr.  J.  said 
he  had  nothiog[  to  do  with  the  opinions  of  othen, 
hot  in  his  opinion  the  construction  by  the  Com* 
missioner,  as  well  of  the  law  as  of  the  testimony 
under  it,  would  bear  the  test  of  reason  as  well  as 
of  patriotism,  Mr.  J.  argued  at  some  length  on 
the  injustice  of  repealing  the  9th  section  of  the 
law.  Gentlemen  mi^ht  not  Intend  it,  but,  what* 
ever  they  might  say  in  an|oment  to  the  contrary, 
the  principle  was  gone  forever,  and  all  hope  of 
relief  to  the  sufferers  with  it,  if  the  9th  section  of 
the  hw  were  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Clat  f  Speaker)  next  took  the  floor.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  intimated 
that  there  was  something  he  had  to  say,  if  he 
was  provoked,  respecting  management  of  this 
business  out  of  the  House.  As  the  ||[entleman 
had  done  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  him  in  another 
part  of  his  soeech,  perhaps  he  meant  also  to  refer 
to  him  in  this  remark.  [Mr.  Forsttb  said,  in 
the  remark  he  had  made  respecting  management 
out  of  the  House,  he  had  no  allusion  to  anjf  mem- 
ber of  the  House.]  Mr.  C.  intimated  his  satis- 
faction at  this  explanation,  and  went  on  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Barboor,  whose  able  and  ingenious  argu- 
ment, he  said,  called  for  an  answer.  The  gene* 
ral  principle  which,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  before 
laid  down,  and  now  meant  to  sustain^  was.  thaL 
in  regard  to  jproperty  within  the  jurisdiction  or 
a  State,  if  it  fails  in  its  highest  obligation  to  pro- 
tect that  property,  the  State  is  bound  to  make 
indemnity  to  the  sufierer,  if,  from  the  nature  of 
the  Government,  and  without  too  great  a  dilapi- 
dation of  its  means,  it  can  do  it  without  any  great 
injury  to  society.  He  had  no  idea  of  carrying 
his  proposition  to  the  extremes  which  gentlemen 
had  supposed,  for  there  was  no  principle  which, 
if  traced  too  far,  would  not  be  absurd.  There 
must  be  certain  limiutions  to  every  role.  The 
qnallfications  to  the  doctrine  he  had  advanced, 
which  he  had  before  mentioned,  and  which  he 
now  repeated,  and  illiutrated  by  argument,  wer^ 
that  the  losses  should  have  been  sustained  on 
land,  in  a  war  of  voluntary  declaration,  neces- 
sary or  unavoidable,  and  not  exceeding  in  af;gre- 
gate  amount  the  ability  of  the  country  easily  to 
pay.  Society,  he  argued,  was  a  compact  between 
those  who  compose  it,  by  which  they  agree  that 
contributions  for  the  common  defence  shall  be 
eqof  1 ;  and  there  ought  to  exist  an  obligation  by 
which  those  losses  should  be  equally  appo^ 
tioned,  to  which  individuals  were  for  a  common 
object  exposed. 

Cluittiog  this  discussion,  not  necessarily  con* 
nected  with  the  question  before  the  House,  but 
Introduced  into  it,  and,  therefore,  proper  to  have 
been  examined,  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  proposition 
to  repeal  the  9th  section  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  the  principle  of  which,  he  maintained, 
was  indispwiiably  correcu  It  was  immaterial  to 
him,  he  said,  whether  the  Commissioner  wm  fe- 
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taine^  or  whetlier  ihe  deeitioii  of  tlM  dums 
flhoula  be  left  to  tbo  DepartmeDC  of  W«r,  A& 
Bm  he  was  totiode  they  shook!  noi  be  thrown 
bock  on  this  House,  whO|  be  said,  were  ineooa- 
pelent,  not  from  their  mental  composition,  bat 
from  their  physical  oharaeter,  to  decide  on  a 
mass  of  claims.  He  complaiaed  of  miscepr»> 
sentatioQ  of  his  laagnage  on  this  sobject,  in  a 
former  debate,  as  thovtfb  be  had  reflected  on  the 
ebaraeler  or  dignity  ofthe  Hoase.  He  was  glad 
tofitkd,  he  said,  that  the  dij^ity  of  the  Howe  had 
ffot  into  the  nands  of  his  bonomble  coUeagoe 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  HAtmiO  where  be  hoped 
it  would  remain  untaroisbed.  Did  it  detract  from 
the  dignity  of  this  Hoose^  to  ray  that  tbey  were 
not  oompetent  to  Executive  as  well  as  Judioial 
administration?  If  they  were,  whenee  the  prin- 
eiple  now  established  as  an  ssiom  in  all  well  rm- 
lated  goTernnients,  that  there  should  be  a  marked 
dtvbiion  of  duties  between  di&rent  departments? 
Mn  C*,  after  sbowisg;i  from  the  organization  of 
the  Honeei  the  impraotioability  of  acting  on  large 
aisiwnii  of  cases  of  private  elaims^  adduced  serend 
MManees  in  wbioh.  under  our  QoTemmeot,  Coa« 
grett,  acftiuf  on  that  fmomption,  had  appointed 
eommissioDers  for  deciding  oa  ekims  and  adjust- 
iag  aeooonts.  With  regard  to  ibe  expression,  to 
wfiioh  geoAlemea  had  tMCn  so  great  exception, 
that  the  ng^  of  petition  was  a  mere  right  to 
have  a  petition  rejected^  Mr.  G.  raid  it  was  not  to 
ba  takea  as  uaiverrally  true,  for  some  few  claims 
wete  oeeastonally  allowed;  but  with  regard  to 
BQBibeffloss  clairasi  theve  was  either  a  deniaL  or 
a  protraction  equal  to  a  refiisal  of  tbeai*  Not 
that  the  Houra  was  not  disposed  tu  do  justice; 
bot|  from  the  constitution  oi  the  bodv,  aad  from 
the  malispUed  datiea  of  a  public  and  higher  na- 
tme  they  bad  to  discharge,  it  was  imposvifale  to 
«v«  due  oonstderation  to  all  private  petitions. 
This  position  he  iUastrated  by  a  referenee  to  the 
xeport  of  the  committee  of  iavestigation  into  Mr. 
XtfSa'a  deoisions,  who  declined  the  task  because  of 
lie  laborious  chamcter.  If  a  committee  could 
■•I  evea  look  at  the  testimony  in  then  casea, 
bow  could  a  body  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  mmi^ 
bars  have  paased  on  these  claims  during  this  ses* 
aion^  as  tbey  might  have  been  petitioned  to  do, 
bad  no  cottmissioner  been  appointed  ? 

Betoinittg  to  the  question  on  the  9th  scctioui 
Mr.  C«  said,  if  a  house  was  coaflagrated  in  a 
aity,  the  spootaaeous  bounty  of  individuals  was 
awafcaattd,  aad  the  distress  relieved  or  alleviated 
by  voluntary  contributions;  and,  yet,  in  tbo  case 
m  a  War  prosceuted  with  so  much  advantage^ 
boaof,  and  fame  to  the  country,  the  total  loss  oi 
property  in  which  did  not  exceed  a  million  or  a 
Million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  we  will  act  afford 
relief,  because,  according  to  certain  speeulative 
notions,  we  are  not  bound  to  do  it!  If  the  nsaion 
were  ia  a  state  of  poverty,  the  reasoning  might 
have  weight;  but  it  was  other wis^-«tbere  was  a 
surplus  la  the  Treasury.  What  invidious  oom« 
parisoBs,  he  asked,  would  not  the  suierina  citi- 
xen  on  the  Niagara  make  between  tke  firttish 
Oovemment  and  ours,  when  be  caa  pass  in  a 
aanoa  the  narrow  strait  that  separates  us,  and 


imd  an  mveetigation  of  the  claiaK  for  alt  losses, 
with  an  impltM  promise  to  indemnify  the  soffn^ 
ers?  What  a  parallel  will  be  draw  between 
even  his  own  State,  stepping  forward  aad  graat- 
iog  him  partial  relief,  aad  the  General  Oorem- 
ment  refusing  it !  I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  ta  coa- 
elnsion  of  his  animated  speech,  it  has  beea  inti- 
mated that  the  sufierers  may  come  iadindarily 
to  Congrera  for  redress;  but  what  ehaaea  has  the 
poor  laan  who  has  lost  bis  all,  or  without  mraas 
to  pay  heavy  expenses,  to  come  here  session  after 
semioa,  and  at  last  perhaps  never  saccead  in  es- 
tdilishing  his  right  ?  No,  sir,  raid  Mr.  C,  it  is 
not  inconsistent  with  our  dignity  to  refer  the  de- 
cision of  these  daism  to  aoother  tribtioal  than 
this  House :  legislate  as  becomes  you,  sad  thea 
indeed  you  will  consult  the  dignity  of  the  Hoose 
and  the  character  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  Calhooii,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clat,  raid,  tbst 
be  had  aot  aaderstood  the  proceeding  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  on  the  Niagara  frontier  m»  an 
impUed  promise  to  indemnify  the  sofferers,  bat 
rather  as  aa  examination  into  the  nature  and  ex* 
lent  of  the  loss,  to  be  laid  before  the  Qovevnment 
for  its  consideration-— a.  proceeding  very  proper, 
even  for  Uiis  Gtovernmeat  ia similar  cireuautaneeSi 
As  tO'the  conduct  of  the  Smperor  Alexander,  to 
whom  the  Speaker  had  in  a  former  debate  mtw" 
red,  be  said  it  was  also  very  doubtAii  what  was 
the  object  of  his  visit  to  the  isaerior,  whether  for 
the  porpoMs  of  nnmiieence,  as  reported  on  tbo 
ooe  band,  or  for  the  administratioa  of  justice  and 
iafltoting  puaidwieat^  as  reported  by  others.  Bo 
it  as  it  m^bt,  in  either  of  these  oases,  Mr.  C.  raid, 
we  ought  not  to  go  abroad  for  exam|rfai4  but  to 
reflate  oi»  conduct  by  the  rales  of  rrason.  where- 
wtth  be  could  not  suppose  the  people  wmtld  be 
disratisfied. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  Speaker's 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  inssnsibilitf  of  this 
House  to  petitions,  aad  that  he  bad  refornd  to  a 
mere  physical  inability  to  decide  oa  theae  olaitiis^ 
an  objection  which  could  be  easily  obiviated  by 
raising  other  committees^oae^  for  iastaaoe,  for 
the  claims  from  the  Caaadian  Iroatier,  aaother 
for  thora  from  the  South,  dee.    He  was  glsd  to 
hear  that  the  Speaker  did  not  mean  to  impute  to 
the  House  bardheartedness,  of  which  constrae- 
tton  his  remarks  had  beea  suscepttbfou    Notwith- 
standing the  reorarks  since  made,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
position  taken  by  him  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  so 
verjr  ably  aapported  tonisy  by  Mr.  Bxaaova,  re* 
mstined  onchan^d;   for,  if  be  understood  the 
qualifications  ot  the  Speaker,  tbey  denied  the 
role,  leaviag  the  questioa  of  rcmuaeratiaa  to  sof* 
forers  oae  of  mere  expedieacy*    Mr.  C.  repeated 
bis  objection  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Clat; 
that  if  established,  all  dntinction  betweea  poblie 
aad  private  property  in  war  would  be  oUtterafed. 
As  to  the  restraint  of  the  laws  of  war,  Mr.  G. 
said,  that  even  ia  the  late  war,  the  rules  of  civiU 
ixed  warfore  had  not  beea  observed  by  our  adver- 
sary to  their  full  axteau    If  we  were  to  destroy 
the  distiaotioa  betweea  public  aad  private  piop* 
erty,  my  word  for  it,  said  Mr.  G.,  yea  woold  iaA 
the  eflieot  of  it  ia  aay  fota#e  war.    Mr«  G.  ntg«4 
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the  importmee  of  «dlieriiiff,  in  tUs  respect,  to  es- 
tablisiied  prineiples ;  for  wnich  reasoD,  eases  eom- 
ing  tinder  tbe  ninth  section  shoald  be  left  to  this 
House,  that  it  might  at  once  establish  the  rule, 
and  decide  the  cases.  A  strict  appiicatioo,  he 
said,  of  the  rale  of  the  law,  as  it  exists,  would  not 
embrace  manv  just  cases,  and  for  this  reason  also 
Congress  ougnt  to  decide  them,  having  tbe  power 
to  enlarge  tbe  rule.  In  all  that  had  been  said  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  dth  section,  a  wish  had 
been  expressed,  that  the  rule  of  tbe  aecision  made 
on  claims  in  this  District,  should  prevail  through- 
out the  United  States.  Mr.  C.  entered  his  pro- 
test against  it;  he  believed  those  decisions  did 
not  come  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  within  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  nor  within  the  rules  on  which 
the  coontrjr  ought  to  act  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  the  Spbakbr.  As  for 
indemnity  for  losses  by  an  enemy,  in  consequence 
of  the  omission  of  the  Government  to  protect  the 
property  of  the  citizen,  such  cases  ought  to  have 
been  provided  for  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  But,  vruhout  such  provis- 
ion, the  Qovernment  was  as  much  bound  to  in- 
demnify for  losses  by  private  robberv,  Rs  for  losses 
by  public  robbery,  to  which  he  likened  the  de^ 
structton  of  houscw,  dbc,  private  property,  by  an 
enemy.  An  enormous  debt  of  justice,  he  said, 
arising  from  the  Revolutionary  war,  yet  remained 
unpaid ;  countless  millions  of  various  losses.  He 
did  not  say  he  would  |o  back  and  remunerate 
those  sufferers,  but,  if  tne  House  were  to  allow 
slaims  from  considerations  of  liberality,  as  now 
irged,  they  certainly  ought  from  those  of  justice. 
MLr.  B.  denned  justice  and  liberality,  concluding 
t>y  saying  that  the  Government  ought  to  pay  all 
such  claims  on  it,  as.  if  suable,  it  would  be  com- 
(>elled  in  a  court  of  law  to  pay.  With  regard  to 
the  small  claims  under  the  act  of  last  session,  he 
nras  willing  to  turn  them  over  to  the  War  De- 
partment ;  but  in  regard  to  cases  of  large  amount, 
depending  on  the  construction  of  the  rule,  they 
ought  to  come  before  the  House. 

At  sundown,  Mr.  Wright  annoooced  his  de- 
sire to  make  a  few  remarks )  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  rise,  by  a  small  majority  \ 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tt7E80AY,  January  7. 

Mr.  AacBRR  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion, which  w«s  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

JResofaed,  Thai  the  Oosunittee  oa  Milifiny  AfBurs 
be  inairaeled  to  ia^uire  mto  the  expedieney  ef  allow- 
ing  to  •ffienawho,  duiiag  the  late  war,  have  been 
promoted  froai  the  raaka  o^  the  Army,  the  bounty  land 
to  which  tfiey  would  have  been  entitled  in  oaee  they 
had  not  been  pnnBotad. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttlrr.  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  directing  the  appli- 
cation of  the  funds  arising  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gtess  ^  for  the  relief  of  sicl  and  disabled  seamen," 
St  the  port  of  Richmond,  in  Yirginia^  in  aid  of 


the  funds  of  tbe  corporation  of  that  city,  towards 
the  erectipn  and  support  of  a  marine  hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Gold,  the  Cominittee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  the  ap« 
pointment  of  a  judge  for  the  northern  judicial 
district  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  reside  ii^ 
the  district. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  tbe  Committee  on^ 
Military  Aflairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  pay  and  compensation  to 
the  mounted  volunteers  who,  in  the  year  181X 
served  in  the  expedition  to  the  headwaters  ot 
White  River  and  the  Wabash,  under  the  com-- 
mand  of  Colonel  Russell. 

Mr.  H.  recapitulated  tbe  merits  of  the  corps  hie 
resolution  referred  to.  their  services  and  safferings, 
and  the  causes  why  tneir  exertions  were  not  more 
efficient  or  more  brilliant. 

Mr.  Harrison  rose  to  testify  to  the  alacrity  of 
the  corps,  and  the  importance  of  the  services  they 
rendered,  as  well  as  their  hardships  and  deserts. 
After  which,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irvinq,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  amending  by  law  that  part  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  which  is  in 
the  following  words :  '*  and  in  an  cases  where  an 

*  ad  valorem  duty  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  bO 
'  calculated  on  the  net  cost  of  the  article  at  the 
'  place  whence  imported,  (exclusive  of  package^ 

<  commissions,  and  all  charges,!  with  the  usual  - 
'  addition,  established  by  law,  ot  twenty  per  cei^ 

*  turn  on  all  merchandise  imported  from  places 
'  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  and  ten  per 

*  centum  on  articles  imported  from  all  other 
'  places.'' 

The  SpfiA<fiR  laid  before  the  House  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  received 
yesterday,  eommunicating  the  annual  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm  (o^ 
dering  an  allowance  in  his  public  accounts  for 
certain  monev  lost  in  the  mail)  was  taken  up,  and^ 
after  a  short  discussion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RoRBRTeoN  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
reports  in  relation  to  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  transmitted  to  him  by  tbe  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Igoace  Chalmet  Ddino, 
deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Cruzat,  and  L.  P.  De- 
verges,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of 
laws  respecting  tbe  public  lands,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Yancrt  having  moved  to  go  again  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Claims' law,  and 
the  House  refusing,  Mr.  Y.  was  more  successful 
in  R  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
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Whole  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said 
bill,  which  was  agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE8. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  called  u{>  the  resolation  submit- 
ted by  him  yesterday,  to  iostract  the  Committee 
•on  the  National  Currency  to  inqaire  ^  whether 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  hare  adopted  an^  arrangement  by 
which  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the 
-  second  instalment  can  be  evaded  or  postponed ; 

•  andj  if  such  arrangement  has  been  made,  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  some  regulation  by  which 

*  the  payment  of  the  specie  portion  of  the  second 
vinsulment  may  be  enforced  at  the  time  required 
"by  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  within  a  limited 
"time  thereafter." 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  House  ought  not  to 
--«dopt  this  resolution,  whether  it  regarded  its  own 
control  oyer  the  bank,  or  justice  to  the  institution. 
fie  denied  that  the  facts  suggested  authorized  the 
)*iiquiry.    The  regulation  adopted  by  the  directors 
was,  tnat  loans  might  be  had  if  stock  to  their 
amount  was  pledged  for  the  faithful  payment  of 
the  notes  when  due.    This  regulation,  he  con- 
tended, was  a  prudent  one.    Though  by  the  char- 
ter dividends  were  withheld  from  those  who  failed 
to  pay  the  second  instalment,  this  penait]r  was  no 
bold  on  the  stockholders,  because  the  dividends 
would  be  very  small;  and  he  was  certain  but  little 
of  the  specie  part  of  the  second  instalment  would 
be  paid  in.    The  regulation  of  the  bank  would 
vroduce  the  payment  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
instalment,  and  was  liberal  as  well  as  prudent. 
The  bank,  Mr,  C.  understood,  commenced  its 
operations  on  the  first  of  this  month ;  and  it  had 
been  stated  at  the  last  session,  in  debate  on  the 
charter,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  ffive  these  ac- 
commodations, as  their  notes  would  be  the  same 
as  specie.   Mr.  C.  thought  the  regulation  fair  and 
just,  because  it  put  all  subscriptions  on  the  same 
footing,  as  all  who  deposited  stock  would  be  ena- 
bled to  obtain  a  loan :  but  without  it,  a  few  stock- 
holders in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  able  to 
give  security  and  obtain  discounts,  would  alone 
have  had  the  benefit  of  the  aid  now  extended  to 
all.    It  was  also  expedient,  as  without  it  there 
would  have  been  a  araft  on  the  monev  market  of 
the  country  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which 
would  have  produced  at  this  time  the  most  perni- 
cious consequences.    He  repeated,  that  it  was 
distinctly  understood  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
second  specie  payment  would  necessarily  be  made 
by  accommodations  from  the  bank ;  and  the  House 
could  not  now  say  the  directors  had  departed  from 
the  spirit  or  the  provisions  of  their  charter.    The 
bank  had  gone  into  operation,  and  now  having  a 
will  of  its  own,  it  had  a  right  to  adopt  the  regu- 
lation, if  they  perceived  it  was  expedient.    It  had 
not  been  expected  the  specie  capital  would  much 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment,  aod  the 
House  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  willingness  of 
the  bank  to  provide  itself  with  an  ample  amount 
of  specie,  as  it  was  notorious  it  had  taken  meas- 
ures to  procure  it.    He  tepeated  his  belief,  that 
the  resolution  was  unnecessary  and  improper. 


Mr.  FoEBTTB  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reaaoiK 
urged  again.«t  his  motion,  nor  were  they  applica- 
ble to  it.    He  asked  of  the  House  to  ioqaire 
whether  the  bank  bad  postponed  what  was  ex« 
pected  of  it — whether  it  iiad  departed  from  a  duty 
required  by  its  charter.    He  did  not  know  that 
the  arrangement  alluded  to  had  taken  place;  but 
if  it  had,  he  denied  that  it  was  within  the  Umits 
of  the  charter,  or  that  the  directors  had  any  a«- 
thoritv  to  adopt  such  a  regulation ;   because  it 
would  be  receiving,  instead  of  specie,  the  notes  of 
individuals,  which  the  act  did  not  permit  them  to 
do.    Mr.  F.  said,  the  regulation  had  been  ciUed 
liberal ;  his  objection  was  that  it  was  too  liberal 
for  the  act  under  which  the  directors  performed 
their  functions;   he  believed  it  exceeded   their 
powers,  and  if  it  was  adopted  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  all  parts  of  the  country  conld  not  partake 
of  its  benefits,  it  was  also  unfair  and  unjust.    But 
until  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  precise  slate  of 
the  facts  known,  it  could  not  be  uoderslood.    For 
this  reason  he  wished  the  inquiry  made^  and  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Ro88  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  be- 
lieviog  the  regulation  inexpedient  as  regards  the 
public  interest;  because, although  the  bank  might, 
by  these  discounts,  do  a  good  business  without 
sending  abroad  a  single  note,  the  loans  being  made 
to  those  who  would  pay  them  in  again,  it  would 
not  at  all  promote  the  public  interest  or  conveni- 
ence. Mr.  R.  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  and  to  show  that  the  regalation 
was  improper  and  partial,  and  intended  only  to 
benefit  the  favorites  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  to  Mr.  Ross  and  to  Mi. 
FoBSTTH.  If  the  resolution  was  not  ofifered  on 
a  certain  or  even  supposable  state  of  facts,  it  was 
a  good  reason  for  rejecting  the  inquiry;  the  House 
ought  never  to  proceed  but  upon  facts  at  least 
probable;  in  this  instance  it  would  be  an  act  o/ 
caprice.  But  admitting  as  true  the  facts  sug- 
gested, they  .did  not  justify  the  inquiry;  because, 
as  he  contended,  the  directors  bad  acted  con* 
sistently  with  their  chartered  rights;  and  he  re- 
minded Mr.  Forsyth  that  he  had  in  1815  ob- 
jected to  the  bank  bill,  then  discussed;  that  in 
the  very  nature  of  things^  all  the  specie  instal- 
menu  would  not  be  paid  without  accommodation 
from  the  bank.  Mr.  C.  repeated  his  approbation 
of  the  regulation,  from  the  impartiality  it  pro* 
duced  in  the  accommodations,  and  the  unhappy 
effect  a  draft  of  three  millions  on  the  money  mar- 
ket, would  at  this  time  have  pcodneed  in  the 
relation  between  paper  and  specie,  which  draft 
was  obviated  by  the  regulation. 

Mr.  Forsttb  relied,  that  the  information  he 
had,  was  at  least  sonicient  fouodaiioo  for  inquiry. 
Trne,  he  eonld  not  vouch  for  the  facts,  bat  he 
had  sufficient  reason  to  believe  them  to  justify  his 
motion.  The  fact  suggested  was  that  certain 
notes  were  received  bv  the  bank  in  lieu  of  the 
specie  payment  required  by  the  charter.  Whether 
this  course  was  proper  or  expedient,  it  was  im- 
possible to  say,  without  first  making  the  neces- 
sary inquiry  into  the  subject.  That  the  measure 
adopted  by  the  bank  was  unauthorized  bj  the 


48S 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRBSS. 


484 


Januaht,  1817.. 


Bank  cf  the  UnHed  Suae$. 


H.  arR, 


z^ 


ebarteri  a  mgie  glaaee  at  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, he  thought,  woald  prore.  It  was  act  com- 
petenc,  he  insisted,  for  tne  bank  to  reeeive  any 
notes  whaterer  in  lien  of  the  specie  instalment ; 
and  if  they  evaded  one  provision  of  the  law,  they 
might  others.  He  wished,  also,  by  an  inquiry,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  alleged  regulation  had  been 
adopted  in  time  to  permit  a  general  participation 
in  it;  he  believed  it  was  not,  and  therefore  that 
it  would  operate  unfairly. 

Mr.  Grobveicor  said  the  real  question  was, 
whether  the  bank  had  power  to  receive  its  own 
notes  for  the  second  instalment.  The  directors 
had  shown  so  disposition  to  evade  specie  pay* 
ments.  Look  at  the  fact,  said  he.  They  have 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtain  a  large  supply  oi  specie^ 
and  hare  thus  taken  means  to  insure  the  pay- 
ment of  spec  ie.  After  showing  thei^  willingness 
to  comply  with  the  ii^nnetions  of  the  laws,  shall 
we,  said  Mr.  G«,  go  into  the  bank  to  disturb  them? 
The  bank  was  now  negotiating  largely  for  specie 
in  Eni^nd,  and  a  trivial  circumstance  might 
create  alarm  there  and  defeat  the  negotiation. 
For  that  reason  he  thought  the  inquiry  inexpe- 
dient. Tike  bank  had  manifested  no  symptom  of 
evading  its  duty,  but  bad  shown  the  reverse ;  had 
evinced  a  desire  to  lay  a  sure  foundation  for  spe- 
cie payments*  The  onl^  way  the  bank  could 
have  avoided  the  regulation,  was  to  have  closed 
its  doors,  not  to  have  commenced  business  until 
after  the  second  instalment  was  paid,  otherwise 
the  subscribers  would  throw  their  notes  in  and 
;et  out  the  specie.  He  thought  there  were  no 
grrounds  for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Wii«DE  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
inquiry.  He  refetred  to  the  charter  to  prove  that 
the  regqlation  of  the  bank  was  unauthorized.  If 
the  directors  could  allow  the  specie  instalment  to 
be  paid  in  this  way,  they  might  also  permit  the 
stock  payments  and  all  others  to  be  evaded  in  the 
same  manner.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  to  ascertain  if  the  privilege 
had  been  extended  impartially  to  the  subscribers, 
and  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBON  read  the  9th  rule  of  the  char- 
ter, which  prescribes  that  the  corporation  shall 
not  directly  or  indirectly  deal  or  trade  in  any- 
thing except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bul- 
lion, or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and  truly 
pledged  for  money  lent, and  not  redeemed  in  due 
time,  or  goods  which  should  be  the  proceeds  pf 
its  lands ;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
purchase  any  public  debt  whatsoever.  Mr.  R* 
asked  whether  this  rule  did  not  apply  to  the  regu- 
lation adopted  by  the  bank?  whether  the  practice 
under  that  regulation  was  not  trading  in  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  whether  it  would  not  violate  this 
rule  of  the  charter?*  He  expected  the  Hoaae 
would  often  have  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  and  he.  was  not  unwilling  to  commence 
in  this  instance,  where,  he  believed,  they  had 
proceeded  improperly. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  pledge  re- 
quired by  the  bank  was  not  known.  lie  had  un- 
derstood it  was  to  consist  of  the  stock  of  the  bank ; 
if  so,  Mr.  Robbbtsom'b  objeotioa  would  fail  of 


course.  He  thought  the  mover  of  the  resolntioa 
ought,  before  he  brought  it  forward,  to  have  been 
sufficiently  informed  to  state  what  kind  of  stock 
was  required  by  the  bank  io  pledge.  Mr.  S«  had 
at  first  been  in  favor  of  this  inquiry,  but  subse- 
quent reflection  had  changed  his  opinion.  It 
might  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  negotiations 
in  England  for  specie,  by  producing  alarm  and  a 
doubt  of  the  inviolability  of  the  charter,  d^.  He 
confessed  he  had  not  approved  of  the  regulation 
at  first,  nor  did  he  entirely  now ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  any  violation  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 
The  directors  were  very  well  satisfied,  he  believed, 
that  a  great  part  of  the  stockholders  would  fail  ta 
pay  the  instalment  and  forfeit  their  dividenda 
and  the  directors  had  consulted  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  for  the  bank  to  afibrd  them  accom- 
modation, rather  than  that  should  take  place. 
The  result  was  nearly  the  same,  and  the  two 
cases  presented  a  distinction  almost  without  a 
difference.  He  asked  Mr.  Forbvtb  what  was 
the  difference  between  carrying  specie  to  the 
bank  to  pav  the  instalment  and  paying  in  notes 
with  one  hand  for  which  they  might  receive 
specie  with  the  other  ?  The  directors,  he  said, 
had  no  doubt  well  considered  the  subject,  ana 
heard  both  sides  of  the  question  before  they  de* 
cided  on  their  present  course.  They  were  bound 
by  the  charter  to  pay  specie,  and  if  they  do  thai 
they  do  not  violate  it ;  if  they  fail  in  that,  then  it 
is  competent  for  the  House  to  interfere  and  ia* 
flict  the  penalty.  He  was  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  the  9th  rule  of  the 
charter,  quoted  by  Mr.  Robxrtboic,  had  no  ref« 
erence  to  the  regulation  referred  to,  and  argued 
that  the  deposite  required  bv  the  bank  was  not 
that  dealing  or  trading  whicn  was  prohibited  br 
the  rule.  He  considered  the  notes  of  the  bana 
the  same  as  specie,  because  they  were  convertible 
into  gold  and  silver  at  pleasure.  Mr.  C.  replied 
to  Mr.  Wilde  and  others,  and  said  he  was  the. 
more  anxious  that  this  motion  should  not  be 
affreed  to,  as  it  was  a  leadins  case  of  inquiry* 
He  thought  if  ever  the  House  Tost  its  control  over 
the  bank,  it  would  be  by  disturbing  them  on  tri* 
vial  questions  and  occasions.  He  had  the  strong- 
est conviction  that  this  bank,  backed  by  the  Gov* 
ernment,  would  in  time  bring  about  that  great 
revolution  in  our  currency,  so  much  desired; 
that  it  required  all  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  It,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  now  interfere  in  the  regulations  adopted  with 
that  view. 

Mr.  IicoHAif  had  been  at  first  disposed  to  favor 
the  inquiry,  but  now  thought  differently;  and 
argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the  bank  had 
adopted  no  regulation  different  from  the  ordinary, 
course  of  other  banks.  The  course  adopted,  and 
that  which  would  have  followed  without  it,  were 
the  same  to  the  public  interest,  and  did  not  in 
any  way  affect  it.  Mr.  I.  repeated  substantially 
what  be  had  reason  to  believe  was  the  regulation, 
adopted  by  the  board  of  directors;  it  was,  that  it 
would,  from  the  31st  of  December  to  the  2dd  o  f 
January  iaclusive^  discount  on  depositea  of  the 
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stock  of  the  bank  st  par,  or  of  tfx  per  cent,  stock 
of  the  United  States  at  ninety  percent^  proriiied 
the  party  putting  in  a  note  for  diseount  ftttd 
making  the  deposite  of  stock,  should  accompany 
the  same  with  a  power  of  attorney  to  sell  the 
stock  in  sixty  days  from  the  first  of  January, 

Sieing  the  day  the  note  becomes  due,)  and  apphr 
e  money  to  the  discharge  of  the  note.  Mr.  I. 
thought  they  might  have  arrived  at  their  object 
in  another  way,  and  tbax  this  regulation  was  a 
violation  of  the  contract  between  the  stockholders 
and  the  directors,  by  annexing  a  penalty  to  the 
non-payment  of  the  notes  when  doe ;  but  that  was 
a  matter  between  themselves.  As  to  the  accom- 
modation being  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  coon- 
try,  there  were  but  one  or  two  offices  of  discount 
yet  opened,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  dis- 
counte  to  the  extent  considered  fair  an|i  equal, 
could  be  all  effected  at  them. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOM  remarked,  that  what  he  had 
heard  from  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion, had  resulted  in  a  complete  conviction  on  his 
mind  that  the  regullition  of  the  bank  Was  unao* 
tfaorized  by  the  act;  that  it  was  clearly  prohibited 
by  the  9th  rule.  Mr.  R.  argued  Airther  to  show 
that  the  regulation  permitted  a  dealing  in  a  man- 
ner unauthorized,  and  was  a  direct  infraction  of 
the  charter.  It  was  a  dereliction  which  he  would 
not  countenance  from  a  fear  of  any  alarm  held 
out  as  likely  to  be  produced  in  England  or  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Root  said  they  had  been  promised  at  the 
last  session  that  the  filthy  rags  with  which  the 
country  was  infested,  would  be  put  to  flight  by 
this  gigantic  institution ;  but  it  had  been  foretold 
that  this  bank  would  never  have  more  than 
91,400,000  in  specie,  and  an  amendment  was 
made  doubling  the  second  specie  instalment,  that 
the  bank  might  not  go  into  operation  on  the  first 
instalment  alone.  It  seemed  that  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  Congress  had  not  been  fulfilled, 
tmd  it  was  asked  now  to  inquire  into  it ;  and  this 
inquiry  must  be  resisted,  because  it  might  embar^ 
rass  the  negotktioas  of  the  bank  minister  in  Lon- 
don. But  he  thought  the  inquiry  would  rather 
facilitate  those  negotiations,  which  opinion  he 
argued  to  establish,  and  to  show  that  if  it  even 
enhanced  the  price  of  specie  in  the  country,  that 
would  induce  its  greater  importation  and  tend  to 
testore  an  equilibrium  in  its  value.  He  argued 
also  to  show  that  but  for  this  regulation  the  sub- 
^seribers  would  not  be  able  to  evade  paying  the 
second  specie  instalment,  and  that  the  bank  had 
in  iu  adoption  acted  indiscreetly. 

Mr.  GaoBVENon  replied  to  Mr.  Robertson, 
and  maintained  that  the  pledses  required  by  the 
bank  did  not  extend  to  that  kind  of  dealing  for- 
bidden by  the  charter;  that  the  stock  was  re- 
ceived as  security  only,  and  the  ouestion  as  to 
the  legality  of  it  could  not  property  arise  until 
the  bank  undertook  to  sell  the  stock  pledged. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Rosb, 
Mr.  IiroBAiff,  and  Mr.  Forbtth,  in  support  of 
their  respective  opinions,  the.  resolution  was 
adopted— -ayes  89,  nays  68,  as  fbllows : 

Yaas    MsasM.  Adams,  Aieher»  Bakery  Baibovr, 


DsMStI,  BateBMBy  BsjBcs,  Beuistt,  Bettor  Bkdidl, 
Bimmt,  BoM»  Brook%  Brown,  Buiwellt  CaMwsil,  Ch^ 
paU,  CiUsy,  Claik  of  New  Yoik«  Olttke  ef  North  Coo- 
Uaa,  Cteyton,  CiendenniB,  Comstock,  CondieC*  Connn, 
Crawfoid,  Cfocheron,  Cntoeper,  Dedka,  Edwanls,  For- 
syth, GsstoDf  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Halt,  Hawawad,  Har- 
liaoB,  Hawss,  Hendridu^  Hngsr,  Honrafcidt  Irring 
of  New  York,  Irwin  of  PeonsylvaBia,  Imtkmn^  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent,  Langdon,  Littla,  Lo^nett,  Lamp- 
kin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maday,  Mason,  McLean,  BGUsy 
Mills,  Mihior,  Moffitt,  Nelson,  Parr^  Pickena»  Picker- 
ing, Piper,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Saulh  of 
Virgmia,  Southard,  Taylor  of  New  Torik,  Tyler, 
Voee,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Msasadrasetts,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jerwy,  Wheaton,  WMtendfl^ 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wifldn,  Williams,  and  Willoaghhy. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgsle^  Alexander,  Atherton,ATeiy, 
Bear,  Bitdseye,  Biadbuiy,  Breckeniidfs,  Bmn»  Gady, 
Calhoon,  Cannon,  Can  of  Ms—aohnsetta,  C^Muraion, 
Cieightoa,  Diekens,  Findley,  Fletcher,  Fora^,  GoU, 
On&h  Orosvenpr,  Hsie,  Hendersni,  Hook%  jUoIbei^ 
In^iam,  Jewett,  Keir  of  Yirfinia,  King,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Maday,  Maiah,  McCoy,  McKe«^  Mid- 
dletol^  Moore,  Moseley,  Moifrss,  ienauah  Nelson* 
Noyes,  Onnsby,  Peter,  Pleasant^  Powell,  Riee,  Rng- 
gle%  Schenek,  Sheffiy,  Smith  of  Maiyluid»  Steamy 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Talhaadge,  Tao^ 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel&lr,  Townsend,  Thomss 
Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilion,  Woodwaid,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Wkdms8»at,  Jannty  8. 

Mr.  YoflB  nresented  a  petition  of  sondry  in* 
habitants  of  Nelson,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  pmylttg  that  the  mails  may  not  fae  trans- 
p6rteii  or  opened  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Cbampior  presented  like  petitjona  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Conneettent.-^ 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  a  aimi* 
lar  petition,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Soothampton, 
in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Clatton  presented  a  petition  of  aundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  expressive  of 
their  satisfaction  at  the  recommendation  to  Con* 
gress.  b^  the  PrcMdent  of  the  United  States,  o£ 
the  subject  of  an  uniformity  in  weighs  and 
measures,  and  praying  that  this  important  snb« 
ject  may  not  be  suffered  to  languish,  but  that  it 
may  be  carried  into  effect  with  as  much  ezpedn 
tiott  as  its  nature  will  admit,  and  as  its  vnlaa  and 
merits  to  the  people  of  the  present  nnd  futtire 
generations  require. — Refeited  to  the  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Mr.  Lattimobv  presented  a  petition  of  the 
members  of  the  Legiskiore  of  the  Miaaisaippi 
Territory,  ptaying  that  the  said  Territory  may 
be  erected  into  a  State  and  Government,  nnd  a^ 
mitted  into  the  Union,  on  hn  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. — Referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  western  part  of  the 
said  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  a  Siaie» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RBmoLOs,  the  ComoBittee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  Instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  and  policy  of  amending  tlie 
not  entitled,  "An  act  relnting  to  aetitan  on  tho 
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lao^s  of  the  United  States,^  so  that  all  settletd  oil 
public  lands,  who  have  not  leased  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  remain  thereon  in  peaceable  pos* 
session  one  year,  from  the  expiration  of  the  ex- 
isting law;  and  also,  to  inquire  into  the  policy  of 
extending  the  proTisions  of  said  act  to  all  thos^ 
who  have  settled  down  on  the  land  lately  ceded 
by  the  Chickasaws.  north  of  Tennessee  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  all  non*commiss- 
ioned  officers  and  privates,  who  enlisted  for  and 
during  the  late  war,  and  who  served  until  the 
end  thereof,  or  who  died  or  were  killed  previously 
to  obtaining  an  honorable  discharge,  their  bal- 
ance of  pay  and  bounty  in  land,  and  who^  from 
the  causes  aforesaid,  and  various  others,  did  not 
receive  regular  discharges,  whereby  they  were 
deemed  to  have  forfeited  said  pay  and  bounty. 

PATMSST  FOR  LOdT  PROPBXTY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Claims'  law;  the  ques- 
tion being,  unless  amendments  were  proposed. 
"  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
limeT' 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  rose  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  favor  of  a  motion  he  mada  to 
strike  out  the  word  ninik  from  among  the  sec- 
tions of  the  law  proposed  to  be  repealed.  Re 
depicted  the  sufferings  which  he  himself  had 
witnessed  of  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
who  would  be  particularly  injured  by  the  repeal 
of  the  provision  in  their  favor,  and  the  conse* 
qaent  disappointnicint  of  just  expectations  found- 
ed on  the  act  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  DfiSBA  suggested  the  expediency  of  adding 
to  this  motion  the  tenth  section,  as  oeiag  con- 
nected wiih  the  ninth. 

Mr.  Yancbt  opposed  the  motion,  that  had  for 
its  object  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the  ninth  seis- 
tion.  The  principle  of  that  section,  he  admitted, 
was  a  just  one ;  but  it  had  received  a  constrnc- 
tion  which  Congress  never  intehded ;  for  it  was 
not  their  intention  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
all  cUiims  for  losses  during  the  war,  wnich  should 
be  even  just,  but  to  provide  for  a  limited  class 
of  cases.  He  was.  of  opinion  that  the  cases 
comins  under  this  section  should  come  before 
the  House;  though  he  should  not  consider  It 
very  important  to  take  that  course,  if  the  House 
should  prefer  to  transfer  the  adjudication  of  these 
claims  aho  to  the  Accountant  of  the  Wiir  De- 
partment,  upoii  the  uniform  correctness  of  whose 
dectsiotts,  heretofore,  he  relied  for  a  correct  con- 
struction of  the  law  in  future.  Mr.  Yanc£V 
appeared  anxious  that  the  partiality  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  (his  bill,  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  proceeding  from  hostility  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  ninth  section,  but  from  a  wish  that 
the  efaims  should  be  correctly  adjudicated. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  neit  rose.  He  entered  at  large 
into  the  qaestion  of  general  law,  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  obligation  on  a  (Government  to  indem- 
nify its  citizens  for  losses  sustained  during  n^ar. 
He  advocated  in  this  respect  what  baA  been 


called  in  debate  too  liberal  a  policy  j  he  sustained 
It  by  arc^ttments  drawn  from  the  theory  of  the  law, 
as  well  as  by  reference  to  the  practice  of  (his 
Government,  even  as  early  as  the  Revolution,  up 
to  this  day.  The  Government,  he  concluded, 
had  always  recognised  its  duty  to  protect  the 
citizen,  and  remunerate  him  for  his  losses  from 
the  hand  of  an  enemy,  sometimes  even  maritime 
losses.  Adverting  then  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  principle 
incorporated  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  which 
provides  for  the  payment  for  houses  destroved  on 
account  of  their  miliiary  occupation ;  ana  mul- 
tiplied argument  on  argument  to  show  that  jna- 
tice  and  policv,  putting^  liberality  out  of  theqoeso 
tion,  combinea  to  sustain  the  law.  He  defended 
the  decisions  of  the  Commissioner  under  the  act, 
and  said  that  he  did  not  believe  anv  man  who 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  them,  could 
think  otherwise  than  he  did  on  that  head.  He 
dwelt  on  the  right  of  those  who  had  suffered  la 
the  war,  In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  protect  them,  to  demand  remu- 
neration, from  which  thev  ought  not  certainlv  to 
be  debarred,  because  or  the  amount  of  tneic 
claims,  which  had  been  opposed  as  an  objection, 
very  unjustly  and  parsimoniously,  to  a  liberal 
execution  of  the  law. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoN,  adverting  to  the  mass  of  busi- 
ness before  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands,  and 
inferring  thence  the  quantity  before  othtfr  com- 
mittees, insisted  on  the  opinion  he  formerly  ex- 
pressed of  the  inadequacy  of  the  House  to  k 
proper  examination  and  decision  of  the  claims 
embraced  in  the  ninth  section.  He  opposed  the 
proposition  to  repeal  that  section,  as  an  attempC 
to  take  away  a  vested  right,  to  pot  afloat  princi- 
ples solemnfy  establfsbea  by  law.  In  the  course 
of  his  argument,  Mr.  R.  contehded,  that  in  jus- 
tice, (not  in  liberality  merelv,>  the  Government 
was  bound  to  pay,  first,  for  that  property  which 
the  United  Sutes  have  themselves  used  or  de- 
stroyed in  war;  second,  for  all  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  because  having  been  useful  or 
necessary  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and,  still  ftarther,  he  would  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment for  property  destroyed  by  us  because  in  the 
possession  or  nse  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  R.  dwelt 
on  the  importance  df  this  principle  to  the  State 
which  he  reoresented,  through  which,  in  any 
future  war,  the  enemy  will  seek  access  to  the 
back  country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  in  regard 
to  present  losses  that  be  Was  anxious  so  much  as 
to  establish  the  rule  now,  that  in  any  future  war 
the  people  may  have  some  encouragement  to 
'make  that  defence  against  invasion  which  they 
bad  so  gloriously  made  during  the  late  war.  Mr. 
R.  referred  to  history  for  numerous  examples 
even  of  despots  remunerating  and  solacing  their 
subjects  in  war,  and  much  more,  he  said,  ought 
a  Government  depending  on  the  attachment  of 
its  people,  and  leagued  by  common  ibterests  in 
one  society,  to  pursue  that  policy. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  a  modi- 
cation  of  the  amendment  which  he  hkd  offered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  oar  the 
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whole  of  this  bill  excepting  the  eoacting  clause, 
and  substitute  therefor  a  revisionary  power  in 
one  of  the  Heads  of  Departments.  Mr.  J.  then 
proceeded  to  an  examination  of  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Fobstth  as  incorrectly  deci- 
ded by  the  Uommissioner,  and  affirmed  that  the 
same  decisions  he  should  himself  have  made, 
had  the  cases  been  placed  before  him  for  decision, 
and  so  he  was  convinced  would  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  after  the  representation  which  he 
should  make,  of  the  cases.  He  then  examined 
the  evidence,  as  connected  with  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  thoroughly  justified  the  decisions 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Fobstth.  Facts,  he  said, 
were  stubborn  things,  and  ought  to  influence  the 
House  in  its  decisions  more  than  general  clamor; 
and  facts  he  had  presented  to  the  House  to  vin- 
dicate the  Commissioner  from  what  he  consid- 
ered unjust  imputations  on  his  capacity  or  char- 
acter, if  he  had  decided  the  cases  otherwise, 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  have  voted  to  dismiss  that 
Commissioner.  Mr.  J.  disclaimed  any  the  least 
intention  disrespectful  to  Mr.  Fobstth,  but  ex- 
pressed his  astonishment  at  the  view  Mr.  F.  had 
taken  of  this  subject,  which  was  as  wide  from 
that  of  Mr.  J.  as  the  poles  are  asunder.  After 
concluding  his  examination  of  these  cases,  be 
appealed  to  the  sensibilit]^  of  the  House  to  repel 
the  argument  against  paving  these  claiias  on  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  perhaps  one  million  of 
dollars.  It  was  too  late,  he  said,  after  patriotic 
blood  had  freely  flowed,  after  private  property 
had  been  laid  waste,  after  an  hundred  and  ten 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  expended  in  the 
war^it  was  too  late  to  spurn  the  petitions,  the  just 
rights  of  the  sufferers  in  the  war  by  the  agency  of 
the  Gorernment,  because,  forsooth,  they  amount 
to  a  million  of  dollars !  Ue  appealed  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House  not  to  pursue  a  courM 
which  would  steej  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  of 
their  posterity,  in  any  future  war,  to  the  calls 
upon  them  by  the  Gbvernment  for  sacrifices.  He 
beseeched  gentlemen  not,  like  the  miser,  to  cling 
to  the  sirons  box,  the  closer  the  richer  they  grew, 
but  rather  lend  their  aid  to  dry  the  tears  of  the 
widow,  and  heal  the  wounds  of  the  broken- 
hearted. 

Mr.  Fobstth  rejoined  to  Mr.  Johnson's  re- 
marks on  particular  eases^  prefacing  his  remarks 
by  the  assurance  of  the  sincerity  with  which  he 
reciprocated  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  good 
will  which  the  gentleman  had  expressed.  He 
re-examined  the  cases  he  had  before  referred  to, 
and  declared,  so  far  did  he  dififer  from  Mr.  John- 
son, that  for  those  decisions  alone  would  he  have 
dismissed  the  Commissioner.  After  going  through 
a  critical  examination  of  the  cases  referred  to. 
Mr.  F.  concluded,  by  a  general  objection  to  all 
the  eases  of  impressment,  decided  by  tbe  Com- 
missioner, that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  impreument  of  property  in  any  case; 
and  no  such  individual  property  destroyed  ought 
to  be  paid  for,  he  said,  without  evidence  to  that 
effecu 

Mr.  WiLOB  made  a  number  of  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  evidence,  corresponding  with  those  of 


Mr.  Fobstth,  being,  like  him,  disposed  wholly  to 
condemn  the  decisions  of  the  CommiHsioner.  Mr. 
W.  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  so  as  to  bring  the  cases  speci- 
ally before  this  House,  whose  capacity  to  decide 
them  be  maintained.  He  also  took  other  riews 
of  the  subject,  which,  owing  to  his  position,  the 
reporter  cunld  not  distinctly  bear. 

Mr.  Qbosvenob  next  spoke,  on  the  oppoute 
side  of  the  question.  He  pat  the  coodact  of  the 
Commissioner  out  of  the  question,  although  he 
said  that,  by  passing  this  act,  Congress  would 
efiectoally  legislate  the  Commissioner  oat  of  of- 
fice, and  would,  in  this  mode,  indirectly  exercise 
a  function  which  the  Constitution  had  expressly 
refused  to  them,  and  given  to  another  authority. 
Mr.  G.  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  question 
regarding  the  act;  replied  to  Mr.  Wilde  ;  and,  in 
his  usual  spirited  manner,  analyzed  the  argaments 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  replied  to  them,  corn- 
tending  that  this  Hooae  was  wholly  aafic  to  ad- 
judicate such  a  oiasa  of  cases  as  those  embraeed 
in  the  ninth  section.  The  laws  of  evidence 
were  also  brought  into  discussion  by  Mr.  G. ;  in 
regard  to  which,  he  wholly  differed  from  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Yancbt  rose  in  defence  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  against  tbe  imputations  on  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  that  committee,  and  on  their 
general  conduct.  He  denied  the  correctness  of 
the  intimation  that  the  Commissioner  of  Claims 
had  not  had  fair  play  in  the  House,  so  far  as  it  ap- 
plied to  the  Committee  of  Claims:  so  far,  he 
pointedly  averred,  the  remark  was  wholly  un- 
rounded. 

Mr.  HcLBEBT  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
was  opposed  to  repealing  the  ninth  section  or  the 
act  or  last  session;  especially,  since  the  cases 
would  come  before  the  Additional  Aceouaunt  o£ 
the  War  Department,  of  whom,  personally,  Mr. 
H.  spoke  with  high  praise.  He  also  gaTe  great 
applause  to  the  President  for  his  conduct  in  tak* 
ing  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  suspending 
the  decisions  of  tbe  Commissioner,  and  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  so  doing,  that  the  President  had  acted 
strictly  within  his  legal  duty.  He  never  would, 
he  said,  amony  other  remarks,  give  a  vote  which 
would  retain  in  office  the  present  Commissioner, 
who,  though  he  believed  he  was  a  truly  hono^ 
able  man,  possessed  too  much  feeling  to  act  as  a 
Commissioner  under  that  law. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  replied  to  some  of  the  objec- 
tions made  to  the  ninth  section,  particularly  to 
that  founded  on  the  act's  prescribing  rules,  of  which 
claimants  were  enabled  to  take  advantage  to  pro- 
cure evidence  in  support  of  claims*  lie  also  re- 
plied fulljr  to  Mr.  Fobstth's  objection  to  Mr. 
Lee's  decisions,  that  he  had  required  no  eYidence 
of  the  necessity  of  impressment  in  cases  of  im- 
pressed properly  destroyed.  It  was  the  act  of  the 
officer,  presumed  to  act  correctly,  by  which  the 
individual  suffered,  and  not  the  necessity  for  that 
act. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cla^ek's 
motion  to  atrike  out  of  the  bill  the  word  **  ninthi*' 
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and  decided  id  the  affirmatively eas  74,  nays  67,  aa 
follows : 

Yxi»— Meifn.  Adgate,  Archer,  Atherton,  Arery, 
Baker,  Betts,  BirdMdl,Birdfeye,  Breckenridge,  Broolu, 
Biyan,  Cady,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Mataachuaetts,  Chap- 

gsll,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
omstock,  Conner,  Creighton,    DarenpoTt,    Deaha, 
Findley,  Fletcher,  €h>ld,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Harriaon, 
Henderaon,  Hendridb,  Hnger,  Holbert,  Hnngerford, 
Irwin  of  Pennay Wania,  Jad^n,  Johnaon  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  KentoeJ^,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lewis, 
Little,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Wm.  M  aday,  Wm.  P.  Maday ,  Me- 
Coy,  McLean,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Pania, 
Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleaaanta,  Powell,  Raynolda,  Robeitaon, 
Roaa,  Savaga,  Schaaok,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
fiK  Viigiaia,  Stargca,  Taggart,  Taol,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Tyler,  Wallace,  WaM  of  New  Yoik,  Wilkin, 
WUIonghby,  Thomaa  Wilaop,  William  Wilaon,  and 
Wright. 

Natb — Messrs.  Adama,  Alexander,  Baer,  Barbour, 
Baasett,  Bateoaan,  Bayliea,  Bennett,  Bloant,  Bosa, 
Bradbury,  Brown,  Borwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Clayton,  Clendennio,  Condict,  Crawford,  Cul- 
peper,  Dickenai,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forayth,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hardin,  Hawea,  Heister,  Hooks,  Ingham,  King,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Marah,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Moore,  Jer.  Nelaon,  T.  M.  Nelaon,  Noyes,Orma- 
by,  Pickena,  Pickering,  Piper,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Root, 
Rogglea,  SmiUi  of  PennsyWania,  Steama,  Strong, 
Townaend,  Voao,  Ward  of  Maaaacfauaetu,  Ward  of 
New  Jeraey,  Wheaton,  Whiteaide,  WUcox,  Wilde, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  decided  against  repealing  the 
ninth  section  of  the  law  of  last  session! 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Keniuckr,  moyed  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  as  follows: 

"  That  in  al!  caaea  ariaing  under  the  ninth  section 
of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorising  the  payment 
fi>r  property  loat,  captured,  or  deatroyed,  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  Uie  military  aerrice  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  for  other  purpoaea,'  the  deciaion  of  the  Commia- 
aioner  ahali  be  reriaed  and  aanctioned,  or  rejected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  that,  in  all  caaea 
ariaing  under  the  remaining  aectiona  of  the  aaid  act, 
the  dedeioiia  of  the  Commiaaioner  ahall  be  raviaed  and 
aanctioned,  «r  rejected,  by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  with- 
out whidi  ■anction,  no  money  ahall  be  drawn  firom 
the  Treaaar7  of  the  United  Statea,  to  aatiafy  any  such 
claim  ;  and*  at  the  next  aeaaion  of  Congreaa,  the  aaid 
Secratariea  ahall  make  report  of  auch  caaea  aa  may  be 
embraced  by  aaid  act,  but  which,  in  their  opinion, 
ahould  be  proTided  for  by  law ;  and  in  all  caaea  where 
the  SecreUnr  of  the  Treaaury,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
or  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  ahall  deem  it 
expedient*  an  agent  ahall  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
witneaaea  that  may  be  called  upon  by  any  claimant, 
and  the  agent  ahall  moreover  have  the  power  to  call 
for  witneaaea  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea." 

Mr.  Tancby  spoke  briefly  against  the  amend- 
ment I  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbursuat,  January  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
John  B.  Yates,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Clendennin,  suggesting  that,  through  mis- 
take on  yesterday,  be  had  TOted  in  the  negative, 


BpoQ  the  questioii  then  depending,  99  to  anend 
the  fiiat  section  of  the  bill,  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  dv  the  enemy,  wnile  in  the  miliury 
sernce  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  nor- 
poaesjgs  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the8am«,  which 
goes  to  a  repeal  of  the  "  ninth"  section  of  the  said 
act,  and  moved  Ibat  he  have  leave  to  correct  the 
said  mistake,  by  placbg  his  vote  in  the  affirmative 
on  that  question. 
*  And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HoPKiMBON  presented  a  petition  of  the  re- 
ligious society  of  Friendsjn  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, praying  that  other  and  stronger  provisions 
may  be  enacted  to  prevent  the  traffic  in  negro 
slaves,  from  one  State  to  another  within  the  Uni- 
ted States^  in  which  traffic  they  allege  that  many 
persons  or  color,  free,  or  entitled  to  freedom  at  a 

fiven  time,  are  carried  into  perpetual  slavery.— 
Leferred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  the  Presideot's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
African  slave  trade. 

Mr. Pleasants  presented  a  petition, signed  by 
Edward  Catbush  and  Samuel  H.  Marshall,  on  be- 
half of  the  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  a  deter- 
minate rank  mav  be  affixed  to  their  tiiiuatlon  in 
the  Navy ;  that  their  pay  and  emoluments  may  be 
increased,  and  that  further  provision  may  be  made 
for  those  who,  having  been  many  years  afloat, 
may  be  appointed  to  the  charge  of  naval  hospi- 
tals.— -Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Pickens  presented  a  petition  of  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates  from  fifteen  counties  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  praying  that  the  said  Territory 
may  not  be  divided,  but  that  the  same  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  with  its  present  limits,  as 
a  State,  on  an  eqaal  footing  with  the  original 
States;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee;  and  Messrs.  Pickkns,  Hall. 
Henoerson,  Sharper  Crsiohton,  Yates,  ana 
Champion,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lattimorb  presented  ajpetition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  such  persons  as  have  settled  00  the  public 
lands  lately  conquered  from  the  Indians  may  be 
permitted  to  remain  thereon  until  the  same  shall 
be  exposed'  to  public  sale. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legia- 
lature  of  the  said  Territory,  solioiting  that  a  road 
may  be  opened  by  the  United  States,  from  the 
town  of  St.  Louis,  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  hy  the  post  of  Arkansas.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  oq  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  respecting  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Array';  which,  being  read,  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 
the  subsistenceofthe  Army  during  the  year  1817, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wholi?.' 
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Mr.  RoBSRTMR,  from  the  OaaiHiitiee  on  tkc 
Piiblie  Lands,  raported  a  bill  nakiaff  provtsioa 
fcNT  the  tocatioo  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first 
artkle  of  the  Treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  l%\4^ 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation, 
to  eertain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tjj^  Whole. 

The  Bmaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Treasury  Department  enclosing  a  report 
and  statement  of  loan  office  and  final  settlement 
certificates  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  which  remain  ontstaodinf, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  15in 
of  April  last ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomas  WiLaoii,  theCom- 
miUee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
Trere  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  further  provision  by  law  is  requisite  to  en- 
able ridinff  masters  of  the  Bevolutionarv  war  to 
receive  a  bountv  in  land  equal  to  that  allowed  to 
other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eir 
pediency  of  providing,  hy  law,  for  holding  an- 
nually two  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  District  of  Maine,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

T&e  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  to  authorize  a  new 
edition  of  the  collection  of  laws  respecting  the 
public  lands,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Marietta ;  An  act  making  a  further  ap- 

fropaation  for  the  purchase  of  pooks  for  the 
library  of  Conf[re8S|  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  an  act  requiring  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  an  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LANDS. 

Mr.  Cannon  called  up  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lay- 
ing ofi"  a  separate  sorve]ror's  district  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory}  adjoining  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  Tennessee^  and  inclodinffthe  late  purchases 
made  from  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians, 
and  to  prpvide  for  the  appointment  of  a  principal 
surveyor  for  said  district;  also,  a  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  jrablic  moneys ;  and  to  make  such  fur- 
ther provision  as  may  be  necessary  to  have  the 
lands  within  the  same,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  surveyed,  and  offered  for 
sale  as  soon  as  practicable. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr. 
Cannon,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


PATMBNT  FOS  LOST  PROPERTT. 

The  House  a|[ain  took  up  this  8object*-llr. 
Johnson's  suNtitute  for  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  being  still  unfecoosid* 
eration. 

Mr.  Haarioon  rose  in  support  of  the  enbititiiie 
though  he  had  not  been  entirely  friendly  to  m 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  laat  session,  and  show- 
ing that  the  canstrnctioo  gpven  to  the  dth  seetioa 
by  the  Bxeontive  would  not  «Bsbra«o  a  singW 
oaae  on  the  Norihweateftt  ftontitK.  Mr«  H.  read 
an  aoiendmenft  which  he  deemed  nrrrsniy  te 
five  just  eoope  to  the  law,  and  entefcd  ialo  a 
particular  and  miauttf  arguis— t  to  eauibtiah  the 
expediency  and  ^uscioe  of  relief  to  the  caaci 
which  his  proposition  embraced  WillMSt  ei- 
pressing  an  opinion  on  the  meritsof  the  Commis- 
sioner, he  was  opp<Med  to  legislation  hiufi  out  of 
office  without  a  fair  investigation  into  his  coo- 
duct,  and  said  that  officer  would  have  reason  to 
complain  if  the  inquiry  into  his  conduct  was  not 
prosecuted  to  some  end^  &c.  The  amendment 
which  Mr.  H.  wished  to  ea|pft  on  Mr.  Jobn- 
aoN'fl  substitute,  was,  substantiaUy,  first,  that  the 
act  should  be  construed  to  extend  lo  every  bouse 
which  waf  desuoyed  by  the  order  of  any  officer 
in  Uie  service  of  the  United  Stales  to  (Aciiitau 
the  operations  of  the  army)  or  apy  deuchmeat 
theioof,  or  to  impede  those  m  the  enemy.  Second. 
That  the  9th  seation  of  the  nei  elionld  bt  con- 
strued to  extend  to  every  hoast,  whether  occa- 
pied  as  a  military  deposite,  or  as  barracks  for 
soldiers,  or  as  a  hospiul,  which,  during  the  late 
wtr,  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  consequence 
of  such  occupation;  and  to  all  houses  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  a  military  re- 
sistance from  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  same, 
povidcd  no  house  should  be  so  indudad,  unless 
It  had  been  hired  under  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  was  at  the  time  actoaiif  used  for 
the  purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  Fi4STCBBn  advocated  the  amendiaent,  and 
stated  some  eases  of  hardship  wbkh  woi^  be  re- 
lieved by  it,  but  which  it  was  not  pcobahle  from 
the  nature  of  things  as  they  existed,  the  mass  of 
business  hefere  theeommittees,  and  the  diffieaUy 
of  establishing  individval  claims  before  the  Honao, 
would  ever  receive  relief  from  the  House  if  the 
law  were  repealed.  Mr.  F.  argued  at  aome  length 
in  support,  as  well  of  the  snbstitate  as  of  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Hardin  rose  in  reply  in  opposition  to  the 
substitute,  and  in  support  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims;  and,  without  expressing 
any  opinion  at  present  on  Mr.RARBisoK's  amend- 
ment in  the  abstract,  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  it,  because  it  contemplated  and  concurred  n 
retaining  the  Commissioner,  whose  conduct  sod 
ability  he  remarked  on  with  strong  disappro- 
bation. 

Mr  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  in  a  few  words,  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Habbibon  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing his  amendment  at  present ;  which 

Mr.  Habbibon  coincided  in,  and  accordingly 
withdrew  his  proprosition. 

Mr.  Yancby  argued  at  large  in  favor  of  the 
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repeal  firopoted  bf  tbe  Commiltce  of  Cktoit,  aod 
the  propriety  of  giving  the  direetion  by  them 
propcMedi  to  the  kind  of  claims  reeommeoded  to 
be  taken  from  the  adjodteation  of  the  Commis- 
iioner.  He  maiotaiDed  the  capacity  of  the  House 
:o  decide,  and  ttie  pronptitude  of  the  Committee 
)f  Claims  io  aetiog  oo  claims  which  have  been 
iresentedf  dbCfaad  opposed  the  sabstitiite  as  well 
IS  the  ameadmeot  submitted  by  Mr.  Habbisoic, 
>ecao8e  cases  of  the  kind  embraced  by  the  latter 
lad  already  beeo  compreheftded  by  the  eovstruc- 
ioa  of  the  Commissioner,  and  acted  on  by 
lim,  dec. 

Mr.  Rbynoldb  expressed  his  regret  at  being 
obliged  to  oppose  the  substitute  and  to  vote  for 
he  coarse  rejported  by  tbe  Committee  of  Claims ; 
a(,  though  rrieodly  to  the  law  of  last  seasioo,  he 
ouJd  not  see  thousands  of  the  public  money 
^uaodered  fmn  the  claims  now  provided  for,  wben 
fere  were  ao  many  cases  of  suffering  of  the 
levoluiionary  war  unrelieved,  and  whieh  had 
reeo  rejected  by  this  House;  and  becauae a elaas 
/cases  included  in  the  decisions  of  tbe  Commis* 
ioner  belonged  to  Congress  to  decide  on,  and 
rhich  coul J  not  properly  be  tmnsiened  to  any 
ither  tribunal,  ^. 

The  question  on  agreeiuff  to  Mr«  JoBNaoN'a 
ittbstitute  was  then  decided  in  the  neggtive— 
reas  40,  nays  108,  as  follows : 

TsjLS-^Meesn.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Avery,  BaMStt^ 
letts»  Brechewddge,  Csiinoni»  Ooawteok»  Greightom, 
)s8ha,  Fletcher,  Gaston»  GoU,  Olssgew,  Harrison, 
ierbert,  Huger,  Hung«rfi»rd,  Irring  of  New  ITeijk, 
ewett,  Johnson  of  KentuckT,  Kerr  of  Vurginia,  Lewis, 
jOTctt*  Lyon,  McKee,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelson,  Ormsby, 
*eter,  Robertson,  Sharps,  Shefiey,  Stuart,  Tate,  Tsui, 
""•yVnt  of  New  York,  Wilkia,  Thee.  Wilson,  and 
Vright. 

Nat»— Meews.  Adams,  Aleoaader,  Aseher,  Baer, 
laker,  Barbour,  Batemsn,  Bmrlies,  Beaaett,  Birdasye, 
(k>nnt.  Boss,  Bradbmy,  Breaks,  Borwell,  Oady, 
Sildwell,  Calhoun,  Ofamimion,  ChappeU,  Oillw,  Cttark 
f  New  YoiiE,  Clarite  of  North  Catolfea,  OUyton* 
/lendenmn,  Cpadiet,  Qrawted,  CroeheMm,  €ulpsp>- 
r,  DisTeBpoet,  Biskens,  Bdsmia,  Plndlsy,  Forney, 
'orsytb,  H«hn,  Hale,  HsU,  Hammond,  Hsrriin,  Hawse, 
leister,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hooks.  Hopkineon, 
lolbert,  Inghamt  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
ling,  Langdon,  Little,  Lots,  Lyie,  Wm.  Maclay, 
NiDu  P.  Madajt  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Miller,  Milnor,  Moore,  Murfree,  J.  Nelson,  T,  M.  Nel- 
lon,  Nojes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  I^tkin,  Pleas- 
ints,  PoweQ,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Reg- 
ales, SaTage,  S^enek,  Smkh  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
>f  Maryland,  South  of  Virginia,  Southard,  ^tesras, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TeMir,  Thomas,  Town- 
lend,  Tyler,  Voee,  Watlaoe,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
W^ard  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wikwz,  Wade,  Williams,  Wm.  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yaneey. 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hardin  never  having  thought  that  the  9th 
section  of  tbe  law  had^strictly  construed,  eit.ended 
far  enough,  and  wishing  to  give  it  a  little  more 
latitude,  stated  that  be  sboald  hereafter  submit 
an  amendment  to  aecommodale  the  law  |o  the 
view  he  had  mentioned.  ,    , 


Mr*  WtMST,  aftarsome 
fgohntory  of  the  present 


icmgrhsftp- 
andda- 


preeatinff  the  intent  to  legislate  him  out  of  oftee, 
popoeed  an  aaMndment,  substantially,  to  author* 
ise  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  appoint 
two  additional  coaimiastonars  to  aet  eonjointly 
with  the  present  otieerj  in  deciding  the  oiaims 
prorided  for  in  the  act— instead  of  referring  that 
duty  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department, 
dbc»  as  proposed  bv  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  tbe 
amendment,  on  the  ground  that  the  bill  eontem- 

E  la  ted  referred  to  the  war  accountants  a  mass  of 
usiness  which  they  cannot  possibly  attend  to  in 
addition  to  their  present  duties,  and  the  preference 
of  erecting  the  tribunal  proposed  by  Mr,  Wriobt, 
which  would  be  able  to  decide  Inetter  and  with 
greater  despatch  tbe  cases  referirad  to  them. 

Mr.  TahoHy  replied  to  Mr.  Suvta  respecting 
the  ability  of  the  war  nccoantnftCs  to  perform  the 
prapoosd  additional  dnties,  which  he  maintnined 
ihey  wen  able  to  do,  and  that  it  was  more  safis  to 
adcmt  that  mode. 

Mr.  WmoHT  svpported  faisamendiikettt,and  re* 
ferred  to  former  experience  in  the  Governnent 
Co  prore  the  superiority  of  his  |dan  for  Che  admin* 
istration  of  the  aet;  that  the  Bxecuti?e  Depart- 
ments were  already  sooyerbnrdened  with  business 
that  a  new  department  bad  been  recommended, 
and  bills  were  already  reported  by  the  Senate  to 
lessen  the  duties  of  those  departments — and  con- 
sequently the  impropriety  of  referring  to  them 
business  of  the  important  character  now  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  PiCKSBiMO  thou jfht  there  was  already  busi- 
neas  enough  to  occupy  the  war  aecountaot,  and 
oppoaed  toe  eommiiting  to  that  person,  though  a 
very  cempeteol  man,  the  duties  of  a  judge,  to  de- 
cide cases  ameunting  perhaps  to  a  miUion  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  he  would  iher^ore  prefo  a 
commission  of  three  persons  to  be  appoioted  by 
the  Presideat  of  the  United  Slates,  without  say- 
ing anything  about  the  present  Commisstoner ; 
and  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to  suit 
his  riews. 

Mr.  Desba,  after  stating  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  carry  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Wriobt,  as  he  was  convinced  there  was  a 
combination  to  legislate  the  Commissioner  out  of 
office,  stated  that  he  should  offer  aq  amendment 
to  repeal  those  sections  of  the  law  under  which 
the  Commissioner  was  appointed,  etc.,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three  new 
commissioners. 

Mr.  PiccEaiHQ  withdrew  his  motion  j  and 

Mr.  Wbiobt's  motion  was  lost  without  a  di- 
vision. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  DcaaA,  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  said  bill  after  tbe  enacting 
elause,  and  to  insert  as  foHo ws : 

That  the  1 1th,  IStfi,  13th,  and  Uth  sections  of  the 
act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorise  the  payment  for  the 
property  lost*  captnied,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
whUe  in  the  military,  service  of  the  United  States,  a^ 
for  other  purpeses,"  passed  on  the  9th  di^  of  April, 
18 16,  shall  be».and  the  same  are  hereby^  repealed. 
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Sbo.  S.  And  be  U  fuHker  etmeUd,  Th«t«  for  curj' 
iog  into  ezeentioii  the  aboTo-redtod  tet,  the  FnmdmX 
of  the  United  Stetee,  bj  end  with  the  adnee  and  eon- 
■ent  of  the  Senate,  is  hereby  aothotiied  to  appoint 
three  coinmifaionexBt  whoee  doty  it  ihall  be  to  decide 
open  all  caaea  arising  under  the  befer^reeited  aol; 
and  wbo»  in  the  diachaige  of  their  dntiea,ihaU  be  snb- 
ject  to  the  mles  and  regolationa  that  have  been,  or  maj 
be  prescribed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  commissioners  so  appointed  shall  receive,  as  com- 
pensation ibr  their  services,  at  the  rate  of—  per  an- 
num each  for  the  time  they  shall  be  actually  employed, 
which  shall  not  exceed  eighteen  months,  to  be  com- 
puted from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act :  all  offi- 
cial communications  to  and  from  the  commissioneia 
appointed  under  this  act,  shall  be  free  of  postage. 

Sic  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  lliat  the  said 
commissioners,  so  to  be  appointed,  before  they  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  each  take  the  fol- 
lowing  oath,  to  wit :  '*  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear, 
that  I  will,  well  and  truly,  aooording  to  the  best  of  my 
abilities,  discharge  the  duties  of  CmnmissioBer  under 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  authonae  the 
pay  moot  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  deetcoyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  mitiftary  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  ;'  so  help  me  God :" 
upon  which  they  shall  proceed  to  sppointaderk;  and 
shall  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  above-recited  act, 
under  the  rules  already  prescribed  by  the  President  ojf 
the  Uoited  States,  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to  com- 
pensation for  the  corps  provided  for  by  the  said  act,  or 
to  establish  such  further  rules  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  due  execution  of  the  law,  under  the 
direction,  or  by  the  conseni  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  having  due  regard,  in  the  establishment 
of  farther  regulations,  as  weU  to  the  claims  of  individ- 
ual justice,  as  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Statee,  and 
if  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  establish  any  other 
mles  or  regulations  for  the  due  execution  of  the  act,  the 
said  commissionefs  shall  cause  them  to  be  published 
for  four  weeks,  aucoessively,  in  the  newspapers  in  the 
several  States,  and  'territories  in  which  the  laws  of 
the  United  Statee  are  published. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetitd.  That  the  said 
commiuioners  shall,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  claim  to 
compensation  or  indemnity  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  award  a  commission  to  some 
one  or  more  discreet  commissioner,  in  the  vicinity  of 
where  the  witnesses  are  stated  to  reside,  accompanied 
by  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  to  such  witnesses, 
which  said  commissioo,  when  execoited,  shall  be  re- 
turned, together  with  the  examination  to  be  taken  in 
virtue  thereof,  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  to  the  office  of 
the  commissroners. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  ad- 
judications of  the  said  commissioners  upon  the  claims 
mentioned  in  the  said  reeited  act,  whether  such  judg- 
ment be  in  favor  of,  or  adverM  to  the  daim  of  the  ap- 
plicant, the  same  shall  be  entered  by  the  derk  in  a  book 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpoee ;  and  when  such  judg- 
ment shall  be  in  fevor  of  such  claim,  shall  entitle  the 
daimant,  or  his  legal  repreeentative,  upon  the  produc- 
tion of  a  copy  of  sudi  judgment,  duly  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  said  commissioners^  to  payment  of  the  amount 
thereof,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Desba  supported  the  expediency  of  his 
ameridraent  88  well  as  the  justice  of  reiieving 
liberally  sufferings  8URtatned  m  the  late  war,  and 
the  impracticability  of  having  the  claims,  from 


the  preasore  of  baaioeM,  propeily  attended  to  by 
the  officers  of  the  War  Uepartmeat,  argaing  that 
the  effect  of  each  a  coarse  woold  b«  tantamount 
to  a  denial  of  jostiee. 

The  amendment  was  supported  warmff  by 
Messrs.  RoBBBTsoii,  Hasribom,  FLcrciiBB,  Pick- 
BBiifo,  and  Sbbffbt,  on  the  gronnd  of  iaabilicjr 
of  the  acoouotants  of  the  War  Office  to  perform 
the  additional  doties  enjoined  by  the  act,  when 
they  wexe  already  so  pressed  by  basiness  as  to 
reqoiffe  a  new  orgiinigatioa  of  the  Department ; 
and  the  superior  correctness  of  those  whoae  spe- 
cial basiness  it  would  be ;  and  also  by  the  last 
named  gentleman,  from  an  objection  to  legislate 
a  person  out  of  office,  and  because,  of  two  coorses^ 
neither  of  which  he  liked,  he  dialled  the  amend- 
ment least. 

It  was  oppoaed  by  Messrs.  Tancbt  and  HAHom, 
from  a  belief  that  the  Departmenu  were  compe- 
tent to  execate  the  law,  and  that  the  mode  was 
preferable  for  other  reasons  to  the  one  proposed, 
which  thev  argued  to  prore. 

Messrs.  Hulbebt  and  Albxardeb,  witiiont  tak- 
ing sides  on  the  amendment,  res{»ectively  made 
some  remarks  on  the  manner  of  doing  business  in 
the  War  Department  and  the  despatch  with  which 
public  basiness  was  transacted  there. 

Mr  Root  sapporied  the  amendment  at  some 
length,  and  proposed  to  include  in  the  sections 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  the  10th  section  of  the 
act,  the  vagne  and  impioper  wordtnff  of  which 
had  led  to  miseonstrnetion  and  error.  His  motion 
was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Desha's  amendment  was  negatived— yeas 
69,  nays  75. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  TAOLito  insert,  at 
the  end  of  the  third  section,  the  following' : 

**Prondtdf  ibiosser.  That  in  all  eases  of  ciaimB 
agaioBt  the  United  Statee,  arising  oader  thm  first  and 
second  seetiona  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, the  muster  rolls,  mads  out  ky  the  proper  officer, 
shall  be  taken  and  received  aa  aaffideal  evidence  of 
the  Tslae  and  lose  of  the  property,  Sir  which  oonpen- 
satisn  is  daiased,  whero  such  anatar  roila  aadufeit  evi> 
denflie  of  thoae  £uBta." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yarcet,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  was  lost  with- 
out a  division. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  HAanisox, 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  sec- 
tions, to  come  in  after  the  first  section,  to  wit: 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fifth 
section  of  eaid  ledted  act  shall  be  eonatined  te  aziend 
to  every  houae  or  building,  which  in  the  late  war  sihaO 
have  been  deatroyed  by  the  order  of  any  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States*  with  a  view  to  iaeilit&ls 
the  operationB  of  the  American  Army,  or  any  detadk- 
ment  thereof  or  to  impede  those  of  the  enemy. 

Sac.  8.  Andbeitjurihtrenaeted,  That  the  ninth 
section  of  the  said  act  shall  hereafter  be  construed  to 
extend  to  every  house  or  building,  whether  occupied 
as  a  military  deposite,  or  as  barracks  for  soldiers,  or  ss 
an  hospital,  which  during  the  late  war  diall  have  been 
desti^yed  1^  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  such  occu- 
pation, and  to  all  houses  or  buildings  destroyed  by  the 
ensmya  in  oonseqnenes  tf  a  militaiy  resistance  from, 
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or  in  the  naigfaborhood  of  the  mne.  Provided  oIf- 
way9y  Thai  no  Iioiim  or  bttilding  ilull  bo  oonotraed 
a  miltUij  dqKwite,  within  the  moaning  of  thb  ioetion» 
or  of  the  act  aforesaid^  unleai  it  had  been  hired  under 
the  authority  of  the  GoTemment,  or  which  at  the  time 
it  was  destroyed  was  actually  used  for  that  purpose ; 
and  provided  also,  that  no  house  or  building  shall  be 
considered  a  barrack  within  the  meaning  of  this  seo- 
tKm,  on  account  of  its  haring  been  in  the  temporary 
occupancy  of  the  Uoope  of  the  United  States  upon 
m  march,  unless  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  poatpone 
until  to-morrow  the  further  coosideratioo  or  the 
bill  aod  amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
Ihe  latter  printed.  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  that 
part  of  the  a  misndment  proposed  by  Mr.  HAEtfii- 
soN,  comprised  within  toe  first  section  thereof, 
marked  section  two  in  the  amendment ;  and  wtt 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  section 
of  the  amendment  marked  section  three;  and 
also  determioed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  William  P.  Maolay  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  ^<  produce," 
in  the  fifth  line  of  the  third  section,  the  follow- 
ing words:  "Provided  that  no  evidence  shall  be 
received  other  than  that  of  citizens  or  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States.^' 

After  some  discussion^  in  which  Mr.  Tancey 
opposed,  aad  the  mover  supported  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  the  negatiw  without  a 
di  visioo. 

Mr.  Ross  moved  a  verbal  amendment  ia  the 
clause  defining  the  evidence  to  be  required,  with 
the  "view^^  making  the  provision  more  clear  and 
definite. 

The  motieo  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr. 
Bbbfpbt,  aod  Mr.  Wabd  of  Massachusetts,  and 
idvocated  by  Messrs.  Roas,  Root,  and  Desba, 
Md  finally  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  CAWNon  moved  an  amendment,  requiring 
the  Commiasioner  to  give  certificates  of  his 
iwards  to  the  claimants  in  all  cases  adjudicated 
>y  him  previous  to  the  suspension  of  the  opera- 
ion  of  tne  ninth  section  of  the  law. 

The  motion  was  o|)posed  by  Messrs.  Yakgey, 
?*oRaT-ni,  Haroin,  and  JoHaaoa  of  Kentucky, 
kod  sopporied  by  Messrs.  Cahmom  and  TaoLi 
ind  was  disagreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  iRCHiAM  thea,  alter  some  iairodootory  re- 
narka,  in  which  be  argued  agaiaal  the  immense 
fzteat  of  eh»ms  which  the  coostntction  of  tke 
lioth  seetioa  of  the  act  had  embraced,  further, 
m  believa^!)  than  was  eooiemplated,  and  on  which 
I  ^as  esaential  the  House  Miould  express  some 
lefinice  opraion,  aod  adopt  some  special  provt- 
toQ  for  the  government  of  the  Aiture  constmC'^ 
ioD.  mored  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new 
ectioo,  declaring  that  the  ninth  section  should 
loi  be  coostrned  to  exteod  lo  houses  or  other 
iuildio{;e  occupied  by  the  military  forces  of  the 
Jolted  States,  except  the  same  shall  have  been 
icuupied  by  the  authorfty  of  an  officer  or  agent 
14tli  Con.  2d  Ssss. — 15 


of  the  United  Slates,  as  a  place  of  d^posHe  for 
monitions  of  war. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  oa  the  amead- 
meat,  a  motion  was  made  (several  similar  aae- 
tions  having  been  negatived)  to  adjoom ;  'and 
the  House  adjourned  at  euaaet. 


Friday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Chempeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
CooApany,  praying  for  aid  of  the  National  Qor- 
ernment,  in  carrying  into  efieot  the  objects  of 
their  as8ociatiott.-*-Referred  to  the  Committee  ea 
Roads  and  Canals* 

Mr.  Yanoey,  from  the  Committee  of.  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
'*  for  the  reHefof  the  representatives  of  Ign'ace 
Chalmet  DelinO)  deceasea,  and  of  Anthony  Cni» 
zat,  and  P.  L.  Deverges,"  redorted  the  mme  with- 
out amendmeat,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  ^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cbappbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pe*- 
sions  and  Revolutionaffy  Claims,  reported  a  biU 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  chiMren  of 
Abraham  Owen,  which  was  read  iwiee,  and  com« 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SpaAitsa  laid  before  the  Hocrsli,  a  letter 
from  Jonathan  Jenoinirs,  President  of  the  late 
Convention  of  the  peo|Mrof  Indiana,  encliMing  i 
copy  of  the  coostitotion.  as  adopted  for  the  gov* 
ernment  of  the  Bttte,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  fVom  the  Senate  *'to  increase  the  sd* 
aries  of  the  register  and  rseeiver  of  public  mo- 
neys, of  the  land  ofllee  at  Mnrtetta ;"  was  rmd 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pn^ 
lie  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Scaata  ''makfag  a  iarlher 
appiopriatioa  for  the  parobaae  of  books,  for  tite 
Library  of  Congress,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  requiring  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  estab- 
lish an  office  of  discount  and  deposits  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,^  was  read  twice,  and  eOflMBit- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled,  *^Ao  aot  to 
authorize  a  new  edition  of  laws  respecting  the 
public  lands,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed* 

The  Speakbe  laid  before  the  House  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  the  constimtion  of  the  Stete  of 
Indiana,  which  had  been  officially  transmitted  to 
him. 

Mr.  Camnon  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

Ru^hed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  te  reduce  the  AMv 
of  the  United  States. 

On  osotion  of  Mr.  Tblpair,  a  select  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  at  larse  into  the  claims 
of  detechments  of  the  militia  of  Georgia  ordered 
out  hj  the  Governor  during  the  years  1793  and 
1794^  for  the  defence  of  ito  frontiers,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  diseretionary  power  communicated 
by  the  War  D^pattmant 
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Military  Bmmiy  Land^^Mimntri  Qmie$ted  EUcHon.  Jajhiakt,  1817. 


Mr.  Whiobt  moved  that  the  Jodie  iary  Coid- 
mittee  be  instrocted  to  inqoire  into  the  ezpedf- 
enofr  of  removiog  sueh  part  of  the  library  as  is 
composed  of  law  booJLs,  to  some  room  coiiTenieDt 
to  CoDgress.  [The  library  being  at  present  in  the 
boildiog  formerly  oeeopied  by  Congress,  some 
distance  from  the  present  hall.] 

Some  debate  ensuing,  the  resolution,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  LowNDEd.  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Root,  after  a  few  explanatory  observa- 
tions, moved  a  resolution,  that  the  law  of  1798, 
authorizing  certain  officers  of  the  Government 
to  administer  oaths,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
authorize  the  chairman  of  a  standing  committee 
of  this  House  also  to  administer  oaths,  and  that 
the  Judiciary  Committee  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
inglv ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PiOKCNS  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
call  up  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodieiary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolotion 
of  the  seventh  instaint,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  a  judge  for  the  northern 
district  of  the  State  of  New  York,  made  an  un- 
favoiabie  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  oh  the  table.  "^^ 


MILITARY  BOUNTY  LANDa 

Mr.  NBL80if,from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, who  were  also  instructed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  19ih  ultimo,  to  io<|uire  into  the  propriety  of 
ao  amending  or  ezplaming  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  6th  of  May,~1812,  for  designating, 
surveying, and  granting  military  bounty  lands,  as 
to  authorize  a  devise  of  said  bounty  land,  though 
DO  patent  shall  have  been  granted  therefor  at  the 
time  of  the  devise,  made  a  report,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  oi  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohud,  That  it  ia  inexpedient  to  altar  or  change 
the  existing  law  in  this  le^^ot  in  anywise  whateyar. 

Mr.  Barbodb  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by 
reversing  its  recommendation,  so  as  to  declare 
it  expedient  to  amend  the  law  on  the  subject ; 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  the.  pro- 
priety of  allowing  a  devise  of  military  bounty 
lands,  which,  he  contended,  the  soldier  had  as 
good  a  right  to  do  as  if  he  had  acquired  the  land 
with  his  money,  instead  of  his  blood  and  public 
services — that  at  present  a  soldier  could  not  even 
devise  his  bounty  land  to  his  wife,  because  a  pos- 
sible abuse  might  ensue  from  giving  him  the 
right  of  willing  awav  the  reward  bestowed  on 
him  by  his  country,  »c. 

Mr.  NEI.80N  rose  to  support  the  report,  and 
argued  that,  the  committee  had  discovered  no 
reason  to  change  the  provisions  of  the  law — that 
it  was  a  contract  between  the  country  and  the 
soldier^^that,  to  keep  the  soldier  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  crafty  speculator,  it  was  expedient  to  pre- 
serve the  law  as  at  present*— that,  in  examining 
the  subject,  the  committee  found  additional  rea- 
son to  retain  the  restriction  which  prevented  the 
soldier  from  the  disposal  of  his  bounty  land,  dbc. 
That  if  the  barrier  was  once  broken  down,  there 
Was  no  saying  where  the  evil  would  stop;  and 
that  they  might  hereafter  see  the  soldier  and  his 


family  stripped  of  their  property,  if  exposed  to 
the  arts  of  the  unprincipled  and  designing. 

Mr.  Hardiii  remarked  on  the  necessitr  which 
had  permitted  soldiers  to  declare  their  last  will 
by  word  of  mouth,  from  the  difficulty  of  making 
written  ones,  and  that,  to  prevent  frauds  practised 
under,  this  privilege,  it  was  proper  to  forbid  the 
power  of  devising  their  bounty  land,  &c.  That 
there  were  many  who  would  fight  well,  and  make 
good  soldiers,  yet  be  so  lost  to  moral  honesty  as 
to  bear  false  witness  to  the  dying  words  of  a  sol- 
dier, and,  as  had  been  done,  fraodolently  deprive 
a  soldier'J  family  of  bis  property. 

Mr.  Barbodb  made  some  further  remarks,  ia 
which  he  cited  instances  of  hardship  to  prove  the 
propriety  of  his  amendment,  and  to  snow  that 
the  evils  apprehended  to  the  soldier  from  allow- 
ing a  devise^  might  be  obviated  by  proper  provi- 
sions in  the  law. 

Mr.  PicKEBiNO  spoke  on  the  improbability  of 
any  speculation  from  allowing  a  soldier  to  devise 
his  land,  and  on  the  propriety  of  permitting  soch 
a  disposal. 

Mr.  Wilde  also  made  some  remarks,  suggest- 
ing that  the  evils  stated  by  Mr.  Babbour,  arose 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  and  might,  by  iheLe- 
giiilature  thereof,  be  so  amended  as  to  remove  the 
particular  hardship«»  mentioned. 

The  report  was  then  reversed,  according  to  Mr. 
Barboub'b  motion,  and  the  Judiciary  Committee 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION* 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  Tork,  from  tlio  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  to  which  was  recommitted  their 
report  of  the  31st  December  last,  with  certain  in- 
structions, made  an  additional  report,  which  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  wnoJe  Hoose, 
to-morrow.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Commtttaa  of  Elections,  towhicsb  was  recom- 
mitted their  report  of  the  dlstof  ]>seember  last,  with 
inatnictions  "  to  reoeiYe  OYidenes  that  penons  noting 
ibr  eiU&er  candidate  were  not  entitled  to  Toie  In  the 
ssid  election,"  report  the  same  to  the  Houses  with  the 
following  additional  facts  and  statements : 

The  genenl  notice  seryed  by  the  petitioner  on  the 
sitting  Delegate,  on  the  Mth  of  September  last,  is  in 
the  following  words :  **  Sir,  take  notice  that  I  shall 
take  the  depositions  of  witneases  before  some  proper 
aathorilhr>  to  be  read  in  the  House  of  Repreeentattres 
of  the  Xfnited  States  at  the  next  session  of  Congreaa, 
for  the  purpose  of  eatabliriiing  my  right  to  a  seat  ia 
that  body,  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Territoiy  ofMiasoiiri.'' 

On  the  next  day,  the  petitioBer  senred  on  the  silting 
Delegate  a  spedsl  notice  of  taking  testimony  in  the 
townships  of  St.  Charles  and  Coto  Sana  Dwsnin,  m 
the  county  of  St  Gharlea«  and  in  the  lownalup  of  Bea 
Homme,  in  the  country  of  St.  Loaia»  Ibr  tha  purpose 
of  proYing  that  the  jodgea  of  the  election  in  the  bMBr 
township  **  improperly  refused  to  con  at  a  number  of 
legal  YOtes  given  for  ium ;"  and  in  the  other  towaahipa 
"for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  no  legal  electioa  was 
held ;  that  a  sofficient  number  of  judges  did  not  attend, 
that  the  judges  were  not  sworn ;  that  no  clerks  were 
appointed ;  that  no  poll-book  was  kept ;  and  that  no 
▼otes  were  legally  taken."    It  was  upon  the  evidence 
taken  in  pursoance  of  this  special  notice,  that  the  com- 
mittee rejected  the  Totes  from  the  townahip  of  Ciyta 


468 


mSTORT  OF  G0NGRBS8. 


454 


January,  1817. 


Bank  of  ike  VhiUd  ^cUes. 


H«or  IL 


Sum  DeMein.  On  the  2ath  of  Sq^tember  last,  the 
sitting  Delegete  seired  on  the  petitioner  a  geneml  no- 
tice in  the  «une  fbnn  with  that  firat  received  by  him 
from  the  petitioner,  concluding  in  the  following  worda : 
**  Which  depoaitiona,  at  cuich  of  thooe  plapea  and 
days,  will  be  taken  for  the  parpoae  of  proving  that  the 
election^  in  each  of  the  townahips,  for  a  Delegate  to 
the  Congreaa  of  the  United  Statea  from  the  Terri- 
toiy  of  Misaouri,  waa  not  held  on  the  firat  ^Monday  of 
August  last  paat,  according  to  law,  in  the  following 
particulars,  to  wit :  That  a  place  in  each  township  had 
not  been  named  for  holding  auch  election  agreeably  to 
law ;  that  the  elections  were  not  held  at  the  placea  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  same  in  each  of  the  toi^nahips ; 
that  no  notice  of  auch  election,  and  of  the  timea  and 
places  of  holding:  the  same,  had  been  given  by  the  re- 
ipective  aherifis ;  that  the  polla  were  not  opened  ac- 
cording to  law  in  the  several  townships ;  that  no  jndgea 
af  election  had  been  appointed  by  the  circuit  courts  ; 
that  no  judges  of  election  were  chosen  by  the  people, 
and  none  officiated  or  were  sworn  according  to  law ; 
that  no  clerks  were  appointed  •  nor  awom;  no  poU- 
booka  kepti  and  no  legal  votes  given  to  you ;  that  illegal 
votes  were  given  for  yon  aa  Delegate,  and  legal  votes 
^ven  for  me  aa  Delegate,  rejected  by  the  judges  ;  that 
:he  oaths  of  the  judges  and  clerks  are  not  prsfixed  to  the 
poll-books ;  that  the  poU-booka  have  not  been  aigned  by 
the  judgea  and  clerks ;  that  the  returns  have  not  been 
made  ol*  votes  legaliy  taken  for  me,  and  improper  votes 
have  been  admitted,  and  the  votes  counted  for  you; 
that  the  polla  have  not  been  opened  and  the  votes 
counted  by  the  clerks  and  two  justices ;  and  that  the 
voters  have  not  been  permitted  to  give  in  their  votes 
freely,  and  many  wli»  wished  to  vote  for  me,  have  been, 
^y  threats  and  violence,  prevented  from  ao  doing." 

No  notice  waa  given  by  either  party  of  the  namea 
kf  the  electors  objected  against  for  want  of  qualifica- 
iona ;  nor  was  either  party  notified  by  the  other  that 
lie  particular  qualifications  of  the  electors  would  be 
investigated,  nor  wore  the  names  of  the  magistrates 
itated  before  whom  depositions  were  to  be  taken. 

The  sitting  Delegate  contenda  that  he  considered 
himself  authorized,,  under  hia  general  notice,  to  ex- 
amine witnesaea  to  every  point  of  objectiona  which  he 
might  find  himadf  able  to  aupport  in  the  course  of  in- 
vwtigation.  And  the  petitioner  alleged  that  he  did 
not  suppose  ah  investigation  into  the  qualifications  of 
the  electors  and  the  persona  for  whom  they  voted,  to 
he  admimbU;  that  the  only  case  in  which  that  in- 
quiry had  been  made  in  hia  behalf  related  to  the  votes 
in  the  township  of  Cote  Bans  Dessein,  which  waa  done 
without  his  instruction  or  consent 

In  the  caae  of  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  Masaachuaetts,  whose  election  waa 
conteated  at  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  Congress, 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  (we  adopt  the  worda  of 
their  report,)  <*aa  well  from  the  difilculty  of  the  case, 
u  from  a  deaire  to  have  uniformity  in  proceedings  of 
this  kind,  were  induced  to  pray  the  instructions  of  the 
House  as  to  the  kind  of  specification  that  shall  be  de- 
manded of  the  petitioner,  and  the  manner  in  whii^ 
the  evidence  shall  be  taken." 

Upon  this  application,  alter  several  days*  debate  in 
the  Committee  oT  the  Wbole^  the  House  resolved, 
"That  the  names  of  the  persons  objected  to,  for  want 
of  sufficient  qualifications,  ought  to  be  set  forth  prior 
to  the  taking  of  the  testimony." 

The  rule  prescribed  in  this  resolution  was  adopted  | 
oy  the  committee,  in  the  case  of  McCoy  and  Porter- 1 


field,  at  the  laat  session  of  Congress,  and,  a*  for  aa 
your  committee  are  advised,  has  been  uniformly  ad^ 
hered  to;  it  ia  important,  not  only  to  the  partiea,  but 
to  this  House,  that  it  ahould  be  preaerved.  The  com* 
mittee  were,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  evidence 
taken  in  pursuance  of  the  beforementioned  general 
noticea,  ought  not  to  be  received. 

If  the  House  concur  with  the  committee  in  this 
opinion,  it  follows  that  no  evidence  has  been  submitted 
by  either  party,  enabling  the  committee  to  inveatigate 
the  qualifiications  of  the  electora. 

Tne  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  evidence 
cannot  be  procured  in  aeaaon  to  enable  the  committee 
to  inveatigate  the  qualifieationa  of  the  electota  during 
the  present  Congress.  From  Howard  county  on  the 
north,  to  Arkanaas  on  the  aouth,  aa  the  roads  run,  j» 
about  eight  hundred  miles;  the  settlements  extend 
west  of  the  Mississippi  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  miles;  the  Territory  is  divided  into  nine  coun- 
ties and  about  fifty  townshipa. 

In  addition  to  the  difficultiea  ariaing  from  the  extent 
of  territory,  the  law  of  Miaaouri  prescribes  no  mode  of 
taking  evidence  in  cases  of  contested  elections  for 
Delegate  to  Congreaa;  nor  ia  there  any  territorial  an- 
thority  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  for  that 
purpose.  The  great  distance  of  the  Territory  from 
thu  place,  render!  it  impracticable,  even  if  the  power 
ahould  be  granted  to  aend  for  the  peraons  whoM  evi<» 
dence  is  considered  esMntial  fi>r  the  purpoee  of  exami- 
nation before  the  emnmittee :  the  cemraitlee,  therefofe, 
reapeetfiilly  submit  to  the  Hooae  the  following  reao* 
Itttion : 

*'  Buohti,  That  the  Committee  of  EleetSona  be  dis- 
chaiged  from  further  investigation  into  the  qualifiea- 
tiona of  the  said  electora."    > 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATE8. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Natiodal  Carreucy,  to  whom  was  referred  a  rea* 
olncioD,  direcuDg  ihem  to  ioqnire  whether  the 
Directors  of  the  United  States  Baok  hare  adojit- 
ed  any  arraogemeDts  by  which  the  specie  portion 
of  the  second  instalment  can  be  evaded  or  poet* 
poned,  made  a  report,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House,  directing 
them  to  inquire  "whether  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  have  adopted  any 
arrangement  by  which  the  apecie  portion  of  the  aecond 
instalment  can  be  evaded  or  postponed,  and,  if  audi 
arrangement  has  been  made,  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing some  regulation  by  which  the  paymei^t  of  the 
specie  portion  of  the  second  instalment  may  be  en- 
forced at  the  time  required  by  the  act  of  incorporationt 
or  within  a  limited  time  thereafter" — 

Report,  that  they  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  the  information  required  by 
the  House,  through  the. honorable  Jamea  Lloyd,  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  National  Bank,  now  in  this 
city.  In  answer  to  their  ioquiries  the  committee  re- 
ceived from  him  the  letter  which  accompanies  thia 
report ;  and,  on  mature  examina^on  of  th«  facts  dis- 
closed by  it,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  bank,  in 
adopting  the  arrangement,  were  actuated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  effect  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was  insti- 
tuted, as  well  as  a  regard  to  its  own  immediate  inter- 
est. The  committee  are  unanimously  Of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  regulation;  and 
therefore  report  the  foUowing  resolution ; 
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Januart,  1817. 


Seaohed,  That  tiie  Committee  on  the  National 
Currenqr  be  disdiarged  from  further  proceeding  on 
ihe  above  recited  revolution. 

CoxviTTBi  Roox,  Jon.  Oy  1817. 

DiAB  Sib  :  The  Committee  on  the  National  Cur- 
rency haTe,  by  the  Tote  of  the  House,  been  directed 
to  inquire,  '*  whether  the  prerident  and  director!  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  hare  adopted  any  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  ipecie  part  of  the  lecona  in« 
stalment  can  be  eraded,  or  postponed;**  and  I  have 
been  directed  by  the  committee  to  request  you^  as  one 
of  the  directors  of  that  institution,  to  inform  them 
whether  any  such  arrangement  has  been  adopted; 
and,  if  any,  of  what  dtaracter.  Should  there  be  any 
■udi  arrangement,  the  committee  would  be  gratified 
in  knowing  the  object  and  reasons  of  the  bank  in 
adopting  it;  and,  in  msScing  this  request,  they  wish  it 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  thi^  do  not  consider 
it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  arrangement,  provided  it  be  within  the 
limits  of  the  chartered  powers  of  the  bank. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  Ac 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Jakxs  Li.0Tn. 

Wamuvotov,  Jan,  9, 1817* 

8n :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  note  from  yon  of  this  date,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  National  Currency,  informing  me 
that  the  committee  have,  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Reuiesentatives  of  the  United  States,  been  instructed 
to  mquire  "  whether  the  president  and  dimctors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  hare  adopted  any  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  specie  part  of  the  second  instal- 
ment can  be  evaded  or  postponed,*'  and  requesting  of 
me,  as  one  of  the  directors  of  that  institution,  to  in- 
fbia  the  committee  whether  any  sudi  arrangement 
has  been  adopted,  mad  if  any,  of  what  character  1 

With  that  readiness  springing  from  the  high  degree 
of  respect  to  which  enrery  branch  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment is  entitled,  and  which  it  cannot  fail  to  com- 
mand, I  proceed,  sir,  respectfully  to  comply  with  your 
request ;  first  pramising,  that  I  have  neither  authority 
nor  instruction,  nor  indeed  any  intimation  on  the  sub- 
ject from  the  directors  of  the  bank ;  and  although  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  be  a  memb^  of  the  board,  it 
'  may  now  be  uncertun  whether  I  am  or  not  still  in  ihe 
direction ;  the  resi:^  of  the  recent  election  not  being 
yet  known,  and  no  wish  having  been  expressed  by  me 
for  the  continuance  of  that  confidence  with  which  I 
had  been  honored  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  committee,  therefore,  will  be  pleased  to  oon- 
nder  the  remarks  which  may  Ibllow,  as  having  no 
other  weight  than  may  be  derived  from  their  coming 
from  an  indhridoal,  whose  situation,  perhaps,  enabled 
him  to  form  a  judgment  on  grounds  not  so  open  for 
dbeervation  to  the  public  at  laige  as  to  himself 

It  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  so  to  conduct  the  prelimi- 
naty  measures  and  organization  of  that  institution  as 
to  insure,  as  speedily  as  possible,  thi  accomplishment 
of  some  of  the  great  ends  of  its  establishment ;  and 
among  them,  pre-eminently,  that  of  aiding  in  restoring 
the  currency  of  the  United  States  to  a  specie  medium ; 
in  this  desire  the  direction  has  always  beeH  unani- 
mous, and  a  single  dissention  on  this  head  has  not,  to 
my  knowledge,  existed  among  its  members. 


Ons  of  (he  earliest  measures  of  the  bank  has  been 
to  send  an  agent  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing  and  importing  into  the  United  States  an 
amount  of  spede,  which,  when  received,  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  veiy  fiivorable  effect  on  the  money  circniation 
of  the  country.  In  this  measure  and  olgert  several  oi 
the  State,  banks  have  nnited ;  and  from  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  agent  selected  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
means  and  powers  with  which  he  ii  invested,  there 
appears  to  be  no  reasonable  ground  for  apprehendon 
of  a  foilure  in  his  accomplishing  the  object  of  hs  mie- 
aion« 

Prior  to  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  (December  31,) 
no  discount  had  been  made  b^  the  bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches.  A  resolution  had  been  adopted  by  tiie 
Board  of  Directors,  on  the  18th  of  December,  of  the 
following  tenor,  to  wit: 

Eesohedt  That  on  the  Slst  instant,  the  board  wiU 
proceed  to  discount  nqites  or  bills  not  having  mors 
than  sixty  days  to  run,  and  made  payable  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  secured  by  a  deposite  of  an  equal 
amount  of  the  stock  of  this  bank,  or  an  equal  amount 
of  public  debt,  at  ninety  per  cent,  on  Uie  par  value 
thereof,  with  power  to  sell  and  transfer  the  said  stock* 
or  debt,  in  dcuult  of  payment,  when  due,  of  the  notea 
which  may  be  discounted  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
respective  boards  of  directors  of  the  offices  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  Boston,  New  Yorkv  and  paltimore,  be 
authorised  to  discount,  in  like  manner,  upon  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  and  to  an  extent  not  exceeding 
one-tenth  of  the  amount  of  the  sobscriptiflin  to  the 
capitel  of  the  bank,  at  their  respective  placei. 

This  resolution  was  euiweqnently  modified  on  t^ 
last  day  of  my  being  at  the  board  prior  to  my  leaving 
Philadelphia,  and,  among  the  dteratiom^  on  two 
pointe  named  by  myself,  the  one  was  that  the  notes 
on  which  discounte  might  be  made,  should  be  payable 
at  maturity  in  mcie,  or  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  Ui»> 
ted  Stetes ;  and  the  other,  that  no  stockholder  should 
be  entitled  to  a  discount  luder  the  resolutioo,  onleas 
he  paid  into  the  bank  the  stock  proportion  of  the  sao- 
ond  instalment  due  on  his  shares.  I  believe,  also,  that 
the  resolution  was  so  modified  is  te  make  it  apply  to 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  that 
there  was  any  preventive  provisiDO,  which  would  d^ 
prive  a  stockholder,  who  had  previously  paid  in  the 
Kftde  part  of  his  instalment,  from  availing  himself  of 
a  discount  under  the  resolution.  I  think  no  sudi  re- 
striction existed. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  December  was  mod- 
ified, and  as  I  do  not  find  among  my  papen  a  copy  of 
it  when  amended,  and  as  I  was  mnoi  occapied  at  the 
time  in  preparing  to  leave  the  city,  I  cannot  be  so  pre- 
cise, as  I  should  wish  to  be,  in  the  communication  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  make  to  the  committee ;  for  the 
same  reasons  I  cannot  trust  myaelf  to  detail  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  the  passing  the  resolutipn  as  it 
was  ultimately  adopted,  lest  I  should  be  guilty  of  an 
injustice  to  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
had  been  called  to  act,  by  giving  an  opening  to  any 
unfavorable  imputation,  to  which  U&ey  could  alone  be 
exposed  by  the  inaccurate  medium  through  which 
their  sentimento  would  in  that  ease  pass.  In  compli- 
ance, hetvever,  with  what  I  understand  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  committee,  I  will,  with  &eir  permission,  briefly 
state  my  own  impressions  on  thejraqject. 

It  has  been,  and  still  is,  my  most  earnest  desire,  in 
common  with  that  of  the  other  directors,  to  carry  this 
bank  into  the  most  speedy  and  eztenaively  useful  op- 
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erattoft  that  iti  tfnmnDM  will  admit,  and*  as  om 
means  of  doing  thisy  to  iinrtify  it  by  the  acenmalatioB 
of  specie  in  its  vaults  by  ererj  Aix  method  in  itspowet 
to  adopt.  Under  these  dtspoaition%  it  was  repngnant 
to  my  wishes  to  have  any  arrangement  maoe  which 
might  carry  with  it  to  the  public  the  appearance  of  a 
contrary  intention  on  the  jiart  of  the  direction,  while  I 
know  that  no  sadi  disposition  exists  in  it ;  still,  as  the 
national  objects  of  onr  pnrsoit  most  always  be  limited 
by  the  means  of  attainment  at  onr  command,  candor 
did  elsewhere,  and  still  does  compel  me  to  state,  that 
if  the  resolation  of  the  18th  of  December,  or  its  modi- 
fication, does  not  violate  the  provieioBs  of  the  diaiter, 
or  law  esta  Wishing  Um  bank,  (which  I  hope  presently 
to  show  that  it  does  not,)  the  efleets  of  it  an  ealeola- 
led  to  promole  the  intereels  of  the  poblie,  upheld  the 
credit  of  the  hmak^  and  to  eany  into  ellect  tno  be&» 
ficent  views  of  the  GkrrenmeBt  in  its  eataUishmeat, 
mere  promptly  than  eeold  be  done  wtthonl  tha  ado^ 
tion  of  that  reeolution. 

It  is  evjdsDt  that  the  nsidhlnasa  of  tlie  bank  moat  be 
dependent  en  the  aeane  in  its  paiessaop  to  eany  its 
iperationitf  to  an  extent,  in  some  degree,  oommeneii- 
rate  with  the  m^Uie  expectations.  These  aeane,  aie 
It  present  exdnsivelv  confined  to  its  own  capitaL  The 
Government  can  and  wiM  give  to  it  eventnally  a  per- 
manent power  and  influence,  through  its  deposites, 
ind  the  coUeetion  oi  its  revenue,  over  all  the  other 
moneyed  institutions  in  the  country ;  but  these  are 
golden  advantages  only  for  the  future— at  present  they 
!o  not  exist.  The  bank  has  not  been  in  a  state  to  re- 
:eive  depositee  from  individuals,  and  if  it  had  been, 
ndividuals  would  not  make  such. depositee  in  specie 
or  general  use;  and  the  Qovemment  has  not  the 
onds  to  place  in  it,  except  in  a  depredated  State  bank 
taper,  wiiich  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatee  eeuld  only 
eiesoe  to  tlM  order  of  Oovemment  vrithoQt  benefit,  or 
•e  obliged  to  replaee,  al  a  heavy  lessb  by  its  ewa  pap 
ler,  whieh  never  can  be  other  than  the  lepneentative 
f  the  preeione  metale,  at  the  aatea  whidi  make  th«B 
be  only  iairfol  eananey  of  the  ooontiy* 

Thais  eitaatad  and  divested  of  external  aid,  atteatioa 
fM  natnrally  turned  to  the  neceipt  of  the  second  in- 
tafanenl^  as  the  principal  means  of  strengthening  the 
Biouroee  of  the  bank,  when  it  was  perceived  tha^ 
[om  the  uafortunate  stata  of  the  money  market,  and 
tie  deranged  bank  circulatioas  of  the  country,  and  the 
ght  penalty  incurred  by  an  omission  duly  to  make 
Im  second  uutalment,  instead  of  indncementa  being 
ffered  for  punctuality,  a  premium  was,  in  lact,  pro^ 
ered  to  delinquenta. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  the  only  penalty 
.ttaching  to  a  non-payment  of  the  second  instalment 
»rior  to  the  dedaraUon  of  the  first  dividend,  is  the  for- 
Biture  of  that  dividend,  which  must,  of  nteessity,  firom 
he  heavy  expenses  of  the  institution,  and  the  cireum- 
tances  in  which  it  has  been  placed  at  ita  commence* 
sent,  be  an  extremely  small  one,  perhape  not  exceed- 
Dg  (if  the  intervening  chvges  are  deducted,  ea  ihty 
iQght  tobe)two  per  cent  en  the  first inetabnen^  thus 
Mving,  if  ^ecie  maintained  the  rate  it  wae  at  in 
'hUadelphia,  at  the  time  the  resolntion  passed,  of 
ight  per  cent,  adfnnce,  (sad  if  any  axciteaient  had 
leen  produced,  by  a  large  inereaaed  demand,  it  weald 
lave  rken  to' tea  or  twelve  per  cent,)  and  it  ahoold 
ilso  tall  to  lis  par  valne  in  July,  ee  it  must  dp,  if  the 
Make  then  rerame  their  specie  peynenis,  a  gain  to 
he  stockholder,  who  xateed  to  nfit  the  payment  of 
the  instalment*  of  at  least  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 


cent  on  the  ameant  of  the  dividend,  more  than  would 
be  received  by  him  who  honorably  piaid  it 

Thus  circumstanced,  if  it  were  practicable  to  ofier 
an  inducement  or  fadlity  for  the  payment  of  this  in- 
stalment, without  an  Infiringement  of  statutoiy  provi- 
sions, it  would  seem  to  have  been  desirable  to  do  it 

A  lecge  part  of  the  stock  is,  uadoabtedly,  in  the 
hands  of  real  capitallete,  who  have  embarked  their 
Innde  in  the  iastjlution,  and  iatsAd  to  share  ita  ^e ; 
but  iiou^tttot  to  be  concealed,  Ibat  aome  part  of  the 
etoek,  and  that  not  a  amaU  onei  is  in  the  pnieMion  of 
those  who  verv  fiuily  mean  to  make  an  advMitageoue 
nseef  theeonadence  they  reposed  la  the  goodlmth 
end  reeouMaa  of  the  ceoa^,  over  that  taaniiistod  bf 
othemofthebtaltaw-dlimw.  But  whether  the  i^ 
beheld  by  theene  elaiBflrthe  other, eaperieaee hae 
verified  to  Urn  ooavictaon  of  mpst  pertensb  who  have 
had  eeoaaion  th  Bemaik  it,  that  aa^  very  stieng  lali- 
aace  apea  the  eoastiactbe  oUigaliotta  ef  meiMyed 
men,  la  oppasHioa  to  their  peeaaiaiy  iataiert,  and  ia 
the  abaeaea  of  aay  nedal  agsremflat  en  their  p«rt^ 
weald  fiana  aBostfiraiiledependeaoete  a  gMBt  baakp 
JagineiitaliQa  to  betteai  ita  oaeratioas  upoa* 

If  I  have  aaecasded  al  aU  in  my  etfoet,  sir,  it  will 
then  be  perceived,  first,  that  it  was  important  to  so* 
core  to  the  beak  the  receipt  of  the  eecead  iaetahnent 


ofitacaoital;  and  next,  that  the  bank  pnesasred  ne 
efileetual  means  to  enfiirce  that  payment  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  the  stockholders.  The  queetion  thea 
ftirly  arises,  have  the  directors  of  the  bank  adopted 
any  measuree,  vkrfating  the  provieiens  of  the  act  ef 
incorporation,  by  creating  that  indacemeat  t 

The  baidt  uadoabtedly  is  authoiiMd  to  ooaduet  ita 
basiiieBs,oa  aceostemed  or  asaal  baakiag  priaeiplca. 
No  reetrictioae  exist  in  the  law  reatraining  the  cen» 
mendng  discouata  to  aa  appoiated  day.  This  part 
of  the  operations  of  the  bank  rested,  therefore,  in  the 
diecretion  of  the  dftreeton. 

Neer]y,if  not  att, the  baaks in  the  Uaited  States,  it 
ia  believed,  begia  their  diseenata  oa  the  paymeat  af 
the  fiMt  instahpeat;  it  was  dene  by  the  fi>raier  Uaited 
States  Beak.    The  preseat  beak  hae  reoeiiad  eoae 
months  past  this  instalment,  amonntiiig  t9  this^  per 
cent  of  its  capital*  exdoeive  of  that  portkia  beloagug 
to  the  Government,  end  hj  the  reedution  before  retai- 
led to»  it  has  aathcriied  discoaata  to  the  extent  of  tea 
per  cent  on  ita  individual  subscriptions.    This  would 
seem  to  be  tally  within  the  authorixed  powers  of  the 
bank,  and  if  the  reeolution  does  no^  ss  I  presume  it 
doee  no^  interdiot  a  stockholder  who  bed  before  paid 
his  instalment  from  obtaining  a  discount,  the  proceeds 
of  that  cBscount  maybe  applied  to  a^y  object  to  which 
he  may  choose  to  apprrariate  it ;  here,  then,  is  no  vio- 
lation of  the  charter,    it  ii  true  stockholders  mav  and 
will  obtain  discounts^  and  with  the  flinde  proeaied  flam 
such  dieooanta  pay  their  Instalmenta;  but  the  qaeetioa 
thea  recars,  if  tne  provisione  of  the  taw  have  not  btea 
vfolated,  will  Oie  beak  be  beaefitted  or  taiared  by  the 
meaeuje  that  has  beea  adopted?  a  consiomtion  psa> 
hape  more  directly  applying  to  the  etodkholdeie  on  the 
one  part,  aad  the  directors  on  the  otiMr.    But,  for  tke 
reaseas  before  etated,  I  both  hope  and  betieve  that  the 
iatereetef  the  beak  and  the  puhiie  will  alike  be  peeno* 
ted  by  the  coone  that  has  been  pursued,  from  the  eftot 
whioh  it  will  pioduoe,  in  securing  possession  to  the 
bank  of  a  part  of  ita  capita],  which  it  could  not  others 
wise  so  speedily  have  commanded. 

Permit  m^  sb,  before  dosing  this  viuy  hasty  tatter» 
written  oa  the  ipur  of  the  occasion,  witbont  prepare* 
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tion,  and  with  wewotVr  a  nngle  minntfl  to  refer  to,  or 
eren  the  law  estabKahing  the  bank  before  me,  to  aolidt 
jour  indnlgence  for  any  deficienciee  it  may  eihibit, 
and  aleo  to  allow  me  to  ezpresa  my  full  confidenee 
that,  while  the  director!  of  the  bank  onght  to  feel 
grateful  for  the  wakefal  ▼igilance  that  ia  manifested 
towarde  them,  they  wonld  deriTe  great  latiafrction 
Ihmi  submitting  all  their  prooeedinga  to  the  inspection 
of  any  agent  or  committee  who  might  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose  by  the  honorable  House  to  which  you  be- 
long ;  as  they  would  be  desirous  of  an  opportunity  lo 
piOTe  that  tliey  have  at  least  endeavored  to  merit  that 
countenance  and  patronage  which  thi^  are  sura  of 
jeceinng,  when  merited,  from  the  National  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  on  which,  crippled  and  eavironed  as  the  in- 
atitution  must  be  in  its  outset,  with  dilBculties  arising 
from  the  perplexed  stale  of  the  diiferant  local  curren- 
cies of  the  United  States,  the  directon  Kavo  calculated, 
as  affording  to  them  the  surest  basis  to  sustain  the 
bank  in  the  due  estimation  and  confidence  of  the  pub- 
ficb  and  to  insure  to  it  that  degree  of  usefulness  to 
which  the  interest  of  the  Government,  the  magnitude 
of  its  capital,  and  the  important  duties  it  has  to  fUfll, 
•o  justly  entitle  it.    I  have  the  honor,  Ae^ 

JAME8  LLOTD. 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cauovv,  Ckairmmnt  4«> 

Mr.  FoBBTTB  obseryed  the  report  and  docu- 
ments were  of  so  siogular  a  character,  that  he 
could  not.  for  one,  pretend  to  decide  on  them 
on  merely  hear ioff  them  read  throu{^b,aod  moved 
that  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
>  After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cal- 
jiouNT  FoasTTB,  aud  Pitkin,  on  the  nntare  of 
the  evidence  adduced  by  the  committee,  Ac*^  the 
motion  for  printing  was  agreed  to. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION. 

The  HooM  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowmdbs, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
nakioff  a  partial  appropriation  (in  blank  of 
coarse)  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  during 
the  year  1817. 

The  reason  stated  by  the  Cfommitlee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  reporting  this  bill  at  present  was, 
that,  it  beiDff  usual  to  advance  a  certain  sum  to 
contractors  lor  rations,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  partial  appropriation  for  facilitating  the  con- 
tracts about  going  ioto  operation. 
'•     The  blank  was  filled  wiih  9400,000. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  not  to  object  to  the  bill,  but  to 
observe,  that  the  great  expenditure  aoDually  re- 
quired by  the  Military  Department,  which  this 
year  would  probably  exceed  six  millions,  must 
have  struck  every  one,  and  on  the  necessity  there 
was  that  the  House  should  be  certain  that  a 
proper  inyesttgation  and  scrutiny  into  these  ex- 
penditures should  take  place;  as  be  believed  there 
were  three  committees  who  might  each  very 
properly  consider  the  duty  as  devolving  on  them. 

Mr.  LovMDBa  stated  the  course  adopted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  acting  on  the 
estimates  for  the  Military  Department ;  the  lim- 
ited power  of  that  committee  in  controlling  those 
estimates,  dtc. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  re- 
marks to  show  that  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore- made  were  necessary  for  the  military  ser* 


rice ;  and  stated  the  different  braaebes  of  the 
War  Establishment,  the  Indian  department,  the 
Orduance  department,  fortifications,  arseoak, 
&c.,  the  expenses  of  which  were  defrayed  otrc  of 
the  annual  military  appropriations^  though  the 
great  loss  in  the  destruction  of  military  stores, 
and  at  the  manufactories  of  arms,  d^^  had 
swelled  the  expenditures  beyond  what  ought 
hereafter  to  exist;  and  expressing  his  anxiety 
for  economy  in  every  branch  of  the  Governmeat, 
and  his  wish  to  reduce,  as  aoon  as  practicable^ 
the  iNiblic  burdens,  dbc. 

Mr.  Root  explained  the  coarse  adopted  by  the 
select  committee  (of  which  he  is  the  chairman) 
in  examining  the  accouoto  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment ;  their  measures  to  preTcnt  improper  allow- 
ances ;  and  their  efforts  to  ascerUin  the  possibil- 
ity of,  and  to  produce  retrenchment  in  the  public 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Clat  atill  thooght  the  Oovcrament  paid 
more  money  and  got  lesa  military  aerrices  than 
any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  his  object 
waste  know  if  any  proper  examination  had  beea 
made  to  ascertain  whether  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  the  Military  Department  might  not 
be  retrenched,  &c. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  pleasure  at  hear- 
ing in  this  House  the  long-exploded  word  ecoo- 
omy,  and  at  witnessing  the  most  distant  ray  of 
promise  of  a  return  to  old  Democratic  princi- 
ples; and  then  went  into  a  pretty  general  view 
of  what  he  termed  the  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures of  our  Miliury  Esublish meats,  which,  in 
the  Army,  amounted  lo  about  $900  a  man,  and 
in  the  Navy  to  nearly  $1,000  per  maa.  He  re- 
ferred to  his  motion  at  the  last  seaston  to  reduce 
the  Army,  and  iu  failure,  and  the  icsolation  he 
had  taken  to  make,  during  the  temaioder  of  hb 
public  life,  no  further  attempt  io  reform  public 
abuses,  &c.  He  commented  on  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  civil  expenditures  of  the  GoTern- 
ment,  which  arose  not  from  enormoua  saUries, 
(for,  he  said,  many  of  their  officers  were  abso- 
lutely starving,)  but  from  the  great  number  of 
officers,  greater  than  In  any  other  country,  under 
the  General  and  State  Governments.  Having, 
as  this  House  had,  no  patronage  whatever,  but 
only  the  odium  of  every  obnoxious  public  meas- 
ure, they  ought  to  still  feel  the  necessity  of  scru- 
tinizing into  the  public  expenditures;  and  as  it 
was  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  legislation,  divi- 
ded into  opposite  parties,  for  a  member  6C  the 
minority  to  make  any  effectual  attempts  to  cor- 
rect abuses,  he  called  on  the  members  of  the 
majority  to  perform  that  duty,  and  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  hearing  those  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
Clay  and  JoBiiaoN)  using  toe  almost  unpariit- 
mentary  word  economy,  and  talking  about  re- 
trenchment, ^.  To  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, however,  he  had  no  sort  of  obiection. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply,  said  that  if  he  had  been 
alluded  tO)  his  opinions  had  ondergoae  no  change, 
since  he  had  voted  on  Mr.  Randolpb's  motion 
at  the  last  session ;  that  he  did  not  yet  think  the 
Military  Bstablishmeot  ouj^ht  to  be  destroyed, 
but^tbat  now,  as  always,  he  desired  to  koow  whe* 
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thcr  the  ezpeoditares  were  rc<|iiistte,  whetlicr 
Kpproprwiioas  were  necessary  and  properly  ap- 
plied,  aod  io  what  way  the  public  moaey  eould 
be  economised.  &c« 

Mr.  LowHDBfl  also  replied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
as  to  the  extraordinary  eipense  alleged  to  be  in* 
enrred  by  the  Gto? erDtneat  for  each  man  in  the 
military  service.  The  military  force  might  be 
so  small,  the  number  so  few,  that  in  dWidiog 
imoogst  them  the  whole  expense  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  establishment,  it  might  swell  the 
:ost  of  each  man  to  what  had  been  stated,  but  it 
RTouId  be  a  most  extraordinary  mode  of  estima- 
ting the  expense  of  the  Army,  and  .he  offered 
lacts  aod  arguments  to  show  that  the  expense  of 
«ch  man  had  not  exceeded  $400;  that  the 
imount  of  jbe  Army*  greatly  exceeded  the  nom- 
ler  of  7,000,  ma  surmised  in  the .  debate,  and  the 
ess  reason  there  consequently  was  to  suspect  a 
wasteful  expeoditure  or  exeessire  appropriations 
heretofore. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  and 
eported  the  bill  as  amended,  in  which  the  House 
concurred }  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en* 
Stressed  for  a  third  readin^^. 

PAYMENT  FOR  LOST  PROPERTT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
he  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
»ill  to  amend  the  act  to  make  payment  for  lost 
iroperty,  dbc.  Mr.  iMOBAM'a  motion  to  amend 
lie  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section;  declaring  that 
lie  9th  section  shonld  not  be  construed  to  extend 
)  houses  occupied  by  the  military  forces  of  the 
Inited  Slates,  except  (he  same  shall  hare  been 
ecu  pied  by  authority  of  ao  officer  or  ag^ni  of 
le  United  Stales,  as  a  plaee  of  deposite  lor  mu- 
itions  of  war — being  still  under  consideration. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HAnaiaoN  in  op- 
osition  to  the  motion,  the  question- was  taken, 
nd  the  amendment  adopted—- ayes  81,  noes  60. 

Mr.  ATBBftTON,  after  remarking  on  the  neces- 
ity  of  pre? entiD§[  the  testimony,  as  by  the  act  it 
ow  was,  from  being  ex  parte  and  unfair,  and  the 
ecessity  of  proridiog  against  fraud  and  imposi* 
ion,  moved  an  amendment  which  was,  sobstan- 
ally,  that  to  all  cases  where  the  claims  exceeded 
be  sum  of  $200,  the  testimony  should  be  taken 
efore  a  commission  for  that  purpose  appointed. 

The  amendment  was  received  without  oppo- 
itioo. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  then,  after  some  introductory  re- 
marks, moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
iroviding  that  in  all  cases  where  destruction  or 
lOUses  by  the  enemv  shalU  have  been  .consistent 
vitb  the  practice  ot  civilized  warfare,  the  sanae 
hall  be  paid  for  in  the  same  fl&anoer  as  is  provi- 
led  for  by  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
ion. 

Mr.  Wbioht  supported  very  warmly ^  and  at 
ome  length,  the  justice  of  his  proposition,  in 
ehich  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Robbbtboii,  who 
irgued  against  .the  policy  of  depriving  distant 
niizens  by  repealing  a  provision  of  a  law,  of  bene- 
&u  which  had  been  enjoyed  by  other  citizens 


whose  vicinity  to  the  Seat  of  Government  ena- 
bled them  to  avail  themselves  promptly  of  it. 

Mr.  Babboub  explained  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  and  justify  his  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion: and 

Mr.  Habbibom  submitted  additional  argnmenta 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  though  not  exactly 
conformable  to  his  views. 
,  After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Robb,  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  and  an  unsuccessful  call 
by  Mr.  Wbiobt  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  amendment  and  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  McLean  then  introduced,  with  a  few  ex- 
planatory remarks,  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  provision,  that  any  house  or  otherpro- 
perty  destroyed  or  injured  by  order  of  any  officer 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war. 
such  loss  or  damage  shall  be  allowed  and  paia 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  which  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  maiority. 

Mr.  PioKBNB  moved  to  amend  the  provision 
authorizing  a  commission  to  take  evidence,  sul^ 
stantially,  so  as  to  allow  the  commission  to  in* 
quire  whether  there  be  any  evidence  in  favor  of 
the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  ihe'at 
firmative,  by  a  large  msjority. 


Satubdat,  January  11. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  a  partial  ap(fft>pri- 
ation  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
paycnent  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
10  the  militar|r  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
riead  a  third  time;  and,  after  some  objections  by 
Mr.  Wbiqht  to  its  details,  to  which  Mr.  Tanobt 
replied,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nblbon,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  12th  ult.,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing^ the  commutation  of  soldiers'  bounty  land, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoBHSON;  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Military  Affairs^  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled,  '*Ao  act  making  further  provision 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm,  disabled,  and  su- 
perannuated officers  and  soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  regulating  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton* 
nage,  passed  the  27th  of  April,  1816,  be  discharged 
from  a  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill,  and 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Conuaitieeoa  For* 
eign  Relations. 

CANADIAN  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  Bbookb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  amendments  are  necessary 
to  the  act  passed^!  the  last  session  granting  boun- 
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ties  in  laad  and  extra  pay  to  eertatii  Caoadiao 
▼oluiiteers^iDade  a  report,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  B.  presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
to  certain  Canadian  Tolonteers,"  passed  the  5ih 
March,  1816 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. — The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

In  examiniog  the  act»  it  appeazi  that  no  ipecific 
tenn  of  servioe  is  required  to  entitle  the  tjiplicaBt  to 
the  benefit  of  the  bounty ;  that  the  law  is  vague  and 
defective,  affording  an  opportuni^  for  numerous  claims 
vpon  the  Government  when  no  essential  services  have 
been  rendered. 

It  appears  by  the  documents  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment^ compared  with  other  evidence,  that  frauds  nave 
been  and  arejattempted  to  be  practised  by  olBeers  and 
soldters  in  support  of  their  claims  which  had  oceasioaed 
a  partial  euspeamm  of  the  eoreeution  of  the  law,  as 
ateeavs  bf  a  oommuaieation  from  the  Becrelaiy  of 
Wmt,  to  which  reference  is  had. 

The  law  will  adant  ef  an  extensioB  to»  and  embwce 
caaaa  fer  be|»Bd  wkU  could  have  beea  coatamplatad 
at  tiie  tiflie  it  wae  enaotsd,  and  such  aa  jusMeo  and 
psMey  do  net  demand. 

In  referring  to  the  muster-rolls  of  the  corps  called 
the  Canadian  Yolunteais,  it  appeals  to  have  consisted 
of  aeady  the  iuU  number  of  ftsld  and  staff  oiBosrs  for 
a  regiment,  with  a  very  small  number  of  privatee-^not 
at  any  time  exceeding  thirty-eight  mustered  as  pres- 
ent— and  that  veij  little  service  could  have  been  ren- 
dered by  them  te  the  Govetnaient. 

•  la  p0lBtint  oat  the  dafeela  of  this  aet,  we  would  aot 
lose  sight  tf  the  uhject  iateaded  by  it*  It  has  givaa 
ralief  to  eone  brave  men  who  had  suffered  a  total  loos 
of  property,  and  there  are  still  others  bdooging  to  va- 
riona  eorps  in  service  in  the  late  war  who  are  equally 
meritorious,  and  who  have  not  yet  received  the  intended 
r^ell 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  amendment 
il  necessary,  and  have  reported  a  bill  fer  that  purpose. 

a 

HatABixKxav  or  Wab*  Dec.  %B^  181i« 

fern:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18lh  iaataat, 
Ih»9%  the  honor  to  stale  tha^  imtnediately  after  the 
nawage  ef  the  law  of  the  last  seaaon  grantmg  bounty 
land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volttnleei% 
nriaawete  adopted  prescariliing  the  evidence  which  was 
nsoaasaiy  to  eaaitle  the  parties  inteiarted  to  the  benefits 
of  the  aot 

Under  these  regulations,  wamnts  were  mgulariy 
iasaed  where  the  evidence  was  oonfeimable  to  the  rules 
which  had  been  prescribed,  lutil  late  in  the  Summer. 
About  that  time  information  was  received  firom  vari- 
ous quarters,  stating  that  frauds  had  been  practaied  in 
obtamiag  evidence  m  support  of  several  claims  which 
had  been  allowed. 

Claims  to  a  considerable  extent  were  preeented  from 
Detroit,  and  others  were  understood  to  have  been  pre- 
paring from  Lake  Champlain  and  tiie  St.  Lawienoe ; 
to  the  latter  of  which  fraud  was  also  imputed.  Under 
theee  cDeumstaaoes,  it  was  detemdned  topestpone  tfie 
decision  of  all  claims  until  after  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, except  those  whose  names  were  feand  en  the 
Omster-rotts  of  Colonel  Wilcox's  corps. 

It  api^ars  to  be  necessary,  to  guard  the  public  against 
imposition,  that  the  term  of  service  entitling  the  vol- 
onteer  to  the  benefits  of  the  act  shotdd  be  defined.   As 


the  law  now  stands,  one  week^s  voluntaiy  eervios  wiH 
entitle  tfie  perty  to  land  bounty  and  pay,  if  the  ea- 
gagement  was  only -for  that  tern. 

It  appears  to  be  impolitic  to  permit  the  perttes  ts 
looale  meir  waitanto  hefete  the  lands  has*  been  ex- 
poeed  to  public  sale.  Much  inconvenieacs  and  loss  to 
the  pubUe  have  been  sustained  by  omitring  diat  restric- 
tion. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  comes  of  communi- 
cations to  this  Department  and  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral in  relation  to  frauds  attempted  to  be  practised  in 
"obtaining  testimony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  scrrsat, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Acting  Secretary' of  War, 
Hon.  M.  BnooKs,  Chairman,  4«* 

MILITARY  ESTABLUBBMfiNT. 

Mr.  Hahmond.  of  New  Yatk,  offered  for  eon- 
sidentioft  the  following  rosoltttioa : 

^'Rciobmd,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
state  to  the  House  the  number  of  the  officers  and  psi- 
vates  bsionging  to  Uie  several  corps  of  the  ertrUetj, 
(including  &ie  light  aitiUery,)  infentiy,  aad  riiemeD, 
new  in  the  service  of  the  United  atatea." 

Mr.  H.  said,  thai  from  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary, laid  yesterday  on  the  table,  masautiing  an 
estimate  of  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1817, 
it  appeared  that  appropriattooe  were  proposed  to 
be  made  for  ten  thousand  priTate^^the  whole 
namber  of  troops  atithorized  by  law  to  be  kept  in 
aerrice ;  that,  from  son*  remarks  Bonde  by  the 
honorable  Spieaker,  and  from  the  ehairmnn  of  the 
Military  Committee,  it  appeared  to  be  cheir  optn- 
ion  that  the  number  of  troops  now  in  acni^  aer- 
▼ice  did  not  much  exceed  seven  tlioosand.  h 
appeared  to  him  that,  in  order  fer  the  Hooae  to 
act  with  propriety  when  they  shonld  make  appro- 
priations, it  was  neeesaary  that  they  shomld  pos* 
sess  more  certain  inlbrmMioo  as  to  the  aotoal 
number  of  trot^  in  the  service  of  tke  United 
States.  It  was  with  this  iriew  he  had  proposed 
the  reeolotion  under  considermiou.  If  the  nation 
were  at  war,  or  if  any  danger  of  a  rupcnre  with 
any  foreign  Power  could  be  reasonaky  appre- 
hended, a  communication  of  this  sort  might  be 
improper.  At  present,  happily,  there  eoold  be  no 
foundation  for  objections  of  stieh  n  nntoie. 

After  some  coaferantion  on  the  attlyeet,  the  res- 
olution was  so  modified  by  the  mover  aa  to  diteet 
the  Secretary  oC  War  to  eonuaiuuenie  to  the 
House  the  number  of  officers  and  privates  com- 
poaing  the  whole  Miliury  EstabHahmeni  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  iwrticularizing  the 
strength  of  each  corps  and  regiment,  nnd  in  that 
form  agreed  to. 

INTERNAL  IMPIK>VBM£NT. 

Mr.  Jaoksom,  of  Virginia,  after  adverting  to  the 
proceedings  baa  at  the  last  session  upon  a  similar 
proposition,  and  the  propriety  of  an  appropdation 
of  money  for  attaining  its  objeet  moved  the  fiist 
of  the  following  reswations.    He  farther  stated, 
he  would  also  present  for  inquiry  another  resolit- 
tion  having  a  similar  object,  bnt  depeadiiig  upon 
a  different  prineiide.    The  dM  proposed  mt  &p* 
proprfation  of  knd  or  money,  where  Do»e 
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pledged;  the  second  to  make  provleion  for  fbe 
application  of  a  faod  already  set  apart  for  making 
roads.  It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that,  by 
the  compact  with  the  new  Slate  of  Indiana,  the 
niith  of  Congress  was  pledged  to  expend  a  certain 
portion  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of 
land  in  that  State  for  thepurposeof  opening  roads 
leading  to  it — a  principle,  ne  remarked,  which 
was  adopted  when  the  State  of  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  and  to  which  we  owed  the 
benefits,  in  possession  and  in  prospect,  of  the  great, 
national  turnpike  leading  from  Fort  Cumberlaad 
to  Wheeling.  He  wished  to  renew  the  inquiry 
into  the  claims  of  another  section  to  a  portion  of 
money  within  the  control  of  Congress,  and  with 
that  Tiew  be  had  purposely  limited  the  operation 
of  his  resolution ;  whiist  headmitted  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  great  road  he  ha^  alloded  to 
from  WheeiiDg,  he  beHeved  it  was  justand  proper 
to  open  another,  leading  in  a  more  direct  line 
from  the  Metropolis  of  the  nation  to  the  newly 
admitted  State.  The  following  are  the  resohi- 
tions  moved  by  Mr.  Jacksow  : 

lUsohfed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  ins tmcied  to  inquire  into  the  expedieninr  of  proTid- 
ing  by  law  for  making  an  artificial  road  Rom  Wash- 
ington, in  Pennsybania,  through  ChazlestownA  on  the 
Ohio  Tiyer,  to  the  riTer  Sandudrf,  at  or  near  Fort 
Stephenson. 

Resohedf  That  the  same  committee  be  fhcther  in- 
itructed  to  inqyire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
that  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  moneys  arising  from 
the  sale  of  land  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  1^  com- 
pact with  that  State  is  set  apart  fo  openiBg  toads,  la 
ooakiBg  an  artiiBlai  read  from  Wii|chester,ki  Virginia, 
to  the  Ohio  mery  at  or  near  the  flMOth  of  MuskiBgiui 
river,  and  flem  theaos,  by  er  near  C^fliootey  on  the 
Scioto  river,  to  Hm  said  Slate  oTIadisM. 

The  resolres  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PiGK£i«8  submitted  for  consideration  the 
foUowiog  reiK>latiQii : 

naolmdf  ThattbeCemmittee  on  Beads  and  Ganala 
be  inatiQcted  lo  inquire  into  the  espedisBcy  of  provid- 
ing by  law  lor  the  making  of  snrrflys  and  levels  for 
Beveral  of  the  most  practicable  points  of  eomaunkation 
between  the  walssa  of  Tennessee.  ri«sci  and  .those  of 
Coosa  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  and  also  of  the  shoals 
and  laBs  on  the  two  last  mentioned  riivers. 

Mr.  PiQKBiia  made  a  lew  itoMrks  in  aupport  of 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Rardolpb  suggested,  thai  aU  the  luTor  of 
gentlemen  of  the  House  apoMred  to  he  directed 
to  the  new  countries,  la  nejueot  of  ilie  old  States. 
In  regard  to  the  part  of  North  Carolina  wjiich 
the  gentlemen  represented,  and  the  adjoining  ter- 
ritory of  Virginia,  there  was  no  part  o(  the  coun- 
try thaa  had  experienced  less  of  the  aunshine  of 
Govern  meKt  than  they  had.  But  the  fiioc  wms^ 
they  had  asked  nothing  of  the  Government ;  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  U? ing  oo  their  own  means, 
not  of  quartertog  themselves  oo  the  natito,  on  the 
publie^  or  on  tiie  parish.  No  districl  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  said,  stood  so  much  tn  the  relaitioa 
oC  a  step-ehild  as  the  eoootry  reptesented  by  hiaoK 
self  and  the  lioiiorabiegeatiematt.   There  wm  bo 


eon  may  for  whieh  so  little  had  been  donei  He 
did  not  know  that  he  should  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  oo  this  head,  but  for  a 
morning  puff  oo  the  Post  Office  Establish meni, 
the  benefits  of  which,  he  intimated,  were  die* 

Cased  with  a  sparing  hand  in  the'  district  whieh 
represented.  The  ezceilenee  of  the  establish* 
meat  there  was  such,  he  said,  that  a  broad  wheel* 
ed  wagon,  laden  with  two  keavy  hogsheads  nf 
tobacco,  would  go  from  iris  house  to  Riohraoad 
in  ft  day  and  a  half  less  time  than  the  mail  did, 
which  was  besides  only  weekly.  He  wished  to 
kaow  af  the  Gommiuee  on  Post  Offices  and  Poet 
Roads,  whether  aaythiag  was  to  he  done  to  reai- 
edy  thie  evil.  But,  with  recard  to  the  aaTigatioa 
of  the  Tombigbee,  were  m  old  United  Stotea 
ahoal  to  play  the  part  of  King  Ijear  in  tha  trag^* 
dy  ?  Wss  the  whole  territory,  the  whole  soil,  lo 
eauie  to  the  benefit  of  the  Weatera  Sutea  and 
Texritoriea,  and  were  the  old  Slalee  to  have  aa 
part  at  all  of  the  eommoa  stochi  What  was  la 
become,  then,  af  the  navigration  of  the  watem  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  contigaoaa  waters,  and  of 
the  savigatioa  of  the  Catawba  and  the  Yadkia, 
dbe.-^ob|eets  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  should  sufH 
pose  would  interest  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  much  more  ihao  the  aarigatioa  of  the 
Tombigbee^  aad  the  Cooaa,  and  the  TeanesMC. 
He  saw,  he  said»  with  surprise  and  regret,  the 
course  tha  Ooverainant  had  takea  aad  was  taking. 
He  did  aoc  refet  to  any  Consti&utioaal  difficulties 
whalever ;  but  he  saw  distihctly  that  the  old  Uai* 
ted  States,  pattioularly  thai  State  to  whieh  the 
Gbverauiefti  owed  almost  aU  its  tersitory  east  af 
the  Miaeissifpi  aad  west  of  the  Ohio,  waa  not  to 
be  heaefilled  by  aaf  expeadtlure  ia  respect  to 
caaab  aad  voads,  exa^  each  baaefic  as  that  Stale 
would  coDtiageatlf  receive  by  tha  road  from  Pott 
Cumberlaad  passing  through  a  pait  of  the  State* 
Why.  hfr.  R.  ashed,  did  not  ffeatlemea  propose  to 
ifltpffbre  the  nariffatio&  of  the  Roaaoke,  the  Ca* 
tawba^aad  the  Yadkin  1  He  could  not  under* 
staad  IL  He  eould  not  see  why  all  tbe  bene! ts  of 
aa  exaease,  equally  borne  by  all,  was  to  eonia 
entirely  to  tha  Western  States  and  Territories^ 
To  them  he  paid  all  daeffeapect,andwasdesiroaa 
they  should  have  their  due  weight ;  but  he  should 
wish  to. see  something  like  the  principle  estab- 
lished that  tha  ahildreo  of  the  faaufy  should  have 
sbace and  share  alike;  that  sooaa  should  not  be 
eat  off  ihetr  inharttaace,  whilst  others  were  baaa* 
tifolLf  fed  ai  the  public  breast.  If,  by  the  graatt 
of  her  claim  to  the  United  States,  Virginia  had 
given  away  her  righi,  hmi  put  it  into  the  cosunott 
toad,  he  <nd  humbly  coacaive,  he  said,  thai  eha 
had  not.therafay  foreclosed  herself  from  any  future 
advantage  from  that  country,  umi  had  as  good  a 
r^ht  to  expect  to  see  the  praitoets  of  it  laid  oac 
within  her  owa  territory  as  ia  Ohio,  or  ladiaaa, 
or  liliaois. 

Mr.  PioKBHS  ackao^ledged,  he  said,  that  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  had  asked  and  reoetred 
Utile  from  the  Qeaaml  Gorernment;  but  ht  waa 
happy  to  say  that,  from  her  own  resources,  she 
waa  pragreesiag  ia  the  work  of  iataraal  imprava- 
omafr  aa  apidljr  aa  aaf  other  Stale,   la  iheiasr 
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mixing  of  the  Legtslatore,  tbcf  had  provided  for 
an  examiDation  or  eommeoeemeot  of  every  im- 
proyemeat  which  coold  be  sagmted  from  the 
Atiaatic  to  the  dindiof  rtdsre*  lie  trusted,  also, 
that  that  Bute,  as  weiias  the  State  whieh  the 
featleman  represented,  would  receive  an  eqaal 
share  with  others  of  the  public  atteotioo.  As  to 
the  Davlgatioo  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  that,  he  said, 
yna  a  subject  which  the  ComiDittee  of  Roads 
and  CanaU  would  certainly  embrace  in  their  gen- 
eral plan  ;  and  it  was  merely  to  call  their  atten- 
tion to  a  point  which  might  otherwise  escape  it, 
that  he  had  introduced  this  motion.  Besides,  the 
land  in  that  quarter  of  the  country  being  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  Udiled  Slates,  it  might  be  proper  to 
show  to  the  people  that  the  eye  of  the-  Ghivern- 
ment  was  turned  to  that  quarter  as  well  as  to 
others. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  the  land  in  that  quarter 
indeed  did  belong  to  the  United  States.  But 
who  paid  for  it?  The  United  Sutes,  and  not 
the  people  of  that  Territory.  The  United  States 
bad  paid  the  State  of  Georgia  for  it,  and  were  all 
equally  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  iL  He  should 
be  glad  to  know  why  Pennsylrania,  New  York, 
and  Old  Massachusetts,  had  not  as  good  a  right  to 
draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  let  it  get  in  as 
proceeds  of  public  lands  or  otherwise,  as  these 
new  States.  He  wished  to  be  understood  not  as 
speaking  disparagingly  of  those  new  States ;  all 
he  wishtfd  was,  that  the  elder  brethren  should 
not  be  cut  ofi;  with  (not  the  portion  of  the  younger 
children,)  but  no  |>ortion  at  all — that  the  children 
of  the  second  marriage  should  not  sweep  away  the 
whole  estate.  On  this  point,  he  said,  the  expla- 
nation of  the  gentleman  was  not  satisfactory. 
But  he  congiatnlated  the  geotlemaaon  the  pro- 
jected improvements  of  the  navigation  in  North 
Carolina.  How  long,  he  asked,  since  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Roanoke  was  proposed  to  be  openra  1 
Borne  twenty  years ;  but  there  had  not  yet  been 
one  stroke  struck  towards  it.  With  alt  bis  respect 
for  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  great 
xespect  for  the  people,  the  habits^  and  even  the 
prejudices  of  that  States  he  was  afraid  the  im» 
provements  spoken  of  would  be  seen  for  a  long 
time  on  the  face  of  her  statute  book,  before  they 
could  be  seen  on  the  face  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HAnmsoir  said,  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ffinia  was  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the  money, 
ttiun  which  the  expense  of  making  the  Cumber- 
land road  was  defrayed,  was  taken  from  the 
Treasury,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  right  of  other 
Btates.  No ;  the  application  of  a  certain  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  that 
road,  was  the  result  of  a  fair  compromise;  by 
which,  in  fact,  the  State  of  Ohio  had  sold  its  in* 
heritance  to  the  United  Slates  for  a  mess  of  pot- 
tage, as  every  new  Western  State  did.  The  Slate 
of  Indiana,  he  said,  had  sacrificed  an  annuity  of 
twoi>r  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for 
a  gross  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  by  sacri- 
ficing the  right  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United 
Sutes.  There  waa  not  a  road  or  improvement 
in  the  new  country  from  which  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States  did  not  derive  its  fuU  sham 


of  the.  advantages.  Let  gentlemen  torn  their  aV 
tentton  to  the  sales  of  land  In  that  country  ;  io 
one  month,  if  report  is  to  be  believed,  lands  had 
been  sold  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars; 
of  which,  a  very  small  aniount  was  applicable  to 
making  roads.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  certainly, 
as  a  Hepresentative  from  a  new  State,  be  very 
willing  to  see  Virginia  deriving  her  full  share  of 
money  appropriated  from  the  Treasury  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  improvement. 
.  Mr.  Tancit  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  subject  wtL3  proposed  to  be 
referred.  He  was  opposed  to  the  present  motion, 
not  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  though  he  completely  subs  -ribed  to  the 
declaration  of  that  geotiemao,  that  the  General 
Qovernment  had  done  nothing  that  it  could  avoid 
for  the  benefit  of  North  Carolina,  or  the  part  of 
Virginia  the  gentleman  Tcpresented.  But  no 
good  could  be  eflected  by  this  motion,  because,  as 
he  understood  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it 
was  that  the  committee  should  make  a  general 
report  on  internal  improvement,  and  that  no  par- 
ticular object  should  be  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  as  it  would  be  improper  to 
take  op  any  one  improvement  distinct  from  a 
general  system. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  had  not  been  apprized  of 
this  determination  of  the  committee,  which  would 
make  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  press  his  motion, 
which  he  therefore  consented  should  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  T.  WuLBOM  said,  that  though  the  determi- 
nation of  the  committee  had  been  as  stated,  there 
wonld  be  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lation,  because  it  would  guide  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  who  would  be  glad  to  avail  them^ 
selves  of  all  the  l^hls  on  the  subject,  io  no  im- 
provement that  might  not  otherwise  receive  tbeir 
attention.  In  regard  to  the  intimation  that  nothing 
had  been  done  for  North  Carolina  and  Virginia 
by  the  Qeneral  Government,  in  the  way  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  Mr.  W.  asked  what  hnd  been 
done  in  any  other  State?  Nothing  at  all,  he  said ; 
so  that  the  complsint  of  gentlemen  on  that  score^ 
was  without  any  just  ground. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  further  remarks, 
amongst  which  was  this:  that,  as  an  individual^ 
he  had  rather  there  should  not  be  an  acre  of  pub- 
lic land  sold  in  thirty  veara— on  account  of  the 
effect  of  these  sales  to  drain  the  old  Statesof  their 
population  and  wealth. 

Mr.  HASRiaoN  rejoined  a  few  woidS|  and  the 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

VACCINATION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CohdicTi 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  engrossed 
bill  (lying  on  the  table)  sopplemenury  to  the  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination. 

Mr.  Athsuton  observed  that  the  bill  had  two 
aspects,  one  as  it  respected  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States.  Another  as  it  respected  the 
people  of  the  United  Stateik  exclusive  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  Army.  As  far  as  the  Aroiy  were 
concerned,  he  hesitated  not  to  saj  that  it  waa 
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amonf  the  irst  datles  of  th«  Go? ernmcnt  to  ex» 
tend  the  blessings  of  Taecination  to  that  Army. 
He  ssid  ic  was  essential  to  the  health,  secority, 
and  efficiency  of  the  Array.    But  he  doubted  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a  special  agent  for  that 
purpose;    He  said  the  medical  and  surgical  de- 
partment of  the  Army  was  now  fery  numerous 
and  ezpensire  to  the  country.    He  had  heard  no 
sufficient  reason  assigned  wny  they  were  not  ad- 
equate to  the  ▼aecinatioo  of  the  Army.    If  they 
were  incompetent  to  this  important  part  of  their 
duties,  he  would  then  say,  there  had  been  a  mon* 
strous  abuse  of  power  in  their  appointment.    He 
presumed  it  would  not  be  contemfed  that  they 
were  overburdened  with  business.    So  far  from 
this  being  the  fact,  he  imagined,  considering  their 
numbers  and  pay,  they  had  very  little  to  do,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  mercy  to  them,  as  well  as  Terjr 
much  to  the  reputation  of  the  Gk>fernment,  if 
some  employ  could  be  found  for  them.    In  its 
aspect  towards  the  people,  he  said,  it  involved  a 
question  of  more  serious  consideration  than  that 
of  mere  expediency.    He  believed  the  people 
would  view  it  with  some  degree  of  jealousy  and 
alarm ;  they  would  inquire,  with  some  surprise, 
what  article  in  tbe  Constitution  gave  to  Congress 
the  power  of  levying  taxes  for  the  support  of 
agents  in  the  different  departments  of  the  healing 
an  /This  principle  the  bill  recognised  and  sanc- 
tioned.   To  what  extent,  Mr.  A.  inquired,  may 
not  this  be  carried  ?    Congress  may  be  of  opinion 
that  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  suffer 
great  impositions  from  tbe  use  of  spurious  and 
unwholesome  balsams,  from  patent  medicines,  dkc. 
And,  in  order  to  protect  us  against  their  frauds 
and  impoaitipns,  Congress  may^appoinl  an  aj^oC 
for  balsams  and  an  agent  for  patent  medicines. 
And  why  not  as  well  as  an  agent  for  vacciha- 
tion?    Mr.  A.  observed  that  in  that  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative,  New  Hampshire, 
physicians  made  it  a  point  to  preserve  the  genuine 
vaccine  matter — that  they  inoculated  at  little  ex* 
peose  and  even  gratutloosly— that  if  there  was 
an  improper  inattention  to  this  subject,  it  was 
very  competent  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
to  enact  regulations  and  to  appoint  agents,  which 
he  said  they  could  do  with  much  more  intelli- 
gence, much  more  satisfaction,  and  with  much 
more  advantage,  to  the  people  of  that  State,  than 
Congress  could  do  for  them.    But,  said  Mr.  A., 
there  is  another  objection  to  this  bill,  which  he 
thought  must  be  very  obvious  to  the  House,  and 
particularly  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  it.    He  ud  ever  understood  that  it  re- 
quired skill  and  experience  to  determine  whether 
tbe  ^tient  had  taken  the  genuine  disease,  or  the 
spurious  $  that  it  was  by  certain  appearances  in 
its  progress  the  patient  was  to  be  pronounced  to 
have  had  the  true  preventive  disease.    He  re- 
collected perfectly  well  that  Doctor  Waterhouse, 
who  had  been  called  the  Jenner  of  America,  had 
published  to  the  world  that  some  cases  were  so 
ambiguous,  that,  with  all  his  skill  and  ex|)erience, 
he  was  not  able  to  determine  oh  which  side  they 
fell,  whether  among  the  true  or  the  fal$e  eases. 
He  said  he  had  ever  understood^  that,  with  phy* 


sieians  of  reputation,  who  were  tender  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  who 
were  desirous  that  vaccination  should  not  fall 
into  disrepute,  it  was  considered  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  vaccine  matter  should  not  be  in- 
trusted to  rash  and  unskilful  hands.  But  what, 
asked  Mr.  A^  does  this  bill  provide  7  It  makes 
it  the  duty  of  this  agent  of  vaccination  to  dis- 
tribute the  vaccine  virus  into  the  bands  of  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States, 
who  can  address  a  request  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. Sir,  how  many  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  are  there  in  the  United  States,  who, 
urged  by  their  own  temerity,  or  a  disposition  to 
quackery,  will  imagine  that  by  tbe  vaccine  mat- 
ter and  letter  of  iostroctioos  from  this  agent  of 
vaccination,  as  if  by  a  magician's  wand,  they  will 
at  once  be  initiated  into  all  the  skill  and  know- 
ledge necessary  to  enable  them  to  pronounce  that 
their  deluded  patients  are  safe  from  the  small  pox, 
when  they  have  communicated  no  disease  at  all, 
or,  if  any,  a  spurioua  vaccine  disease  1  Sir,  I 
eannot  conceive  a  more  direct  method  of  endan- 
gering the  health  and  life  of  the  patient,  and,  if  I 
am  not  altogether  wrong  in  these  views,  the  biU 
upon  your  table,  instead  of  being  a  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  vaecination,  ought  to  be  called 
a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  empirics,  and  to 
bring  vaccination  into  disrepute.  Mr.  A.  said 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  bill  originated  in 
humane  motives — it  bore  on  the  face  of  it  some- 
thinc  of  the  appearance  of  philanthropy.  It  waa 
on  that  account  he  deemed  it  proper  to  assign 
the  reasons  that  would  induce  him  to  vote  against 
it.  He  had  assigned  them,  and  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  pass  the  House. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  replied  to  Mr.  ATHsaTOs;  the 
arguwents  pro  and  otm  being  of  thesapaecharac* 
ter  as  those  previously  urged  in  debate  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Jaok80h,  of  Virginia,  decidedly  opposed 
tbe  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality, 
since  no  part  ofthe  Constitution  expresslv  author- 
ized the  grant,  and  no  such  power  could  be  in- 
ferred from  the  general  clause  of  the  Constitution* 

Mr.  CoitnioT  and  Mr.  Wriqbt  replied  to-thia 
objection — the  first  inferring  the  Constitutional 
authority  for  the  act  from  its  connexion  with 
the  Army  and  Navv  \  the  latter  from  the  charge 
of  the  general  welfare  given  to  Congress,  to 
which  this  measure  certainly  would  contribuia 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57,  nays  SB, 
as  follows ; 

TxAs — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander*  Baer,  Baker, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Bom, 
Bryan,  Borwell,  ChappelU  Clendeanin,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Croeheron,  rindley.  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall» 
Harrison,  Heistar,  Henderson,  finger,  Holber^  lewett. 
Little,  Lowndes^  Lyle«  McCoy,  McLean,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Morfree,  Orsasby,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Powdl,  Reynolds,  Kobeitson,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Ti^lor  of  New  York, 
Townsend,  WaOaoe,  Weodover,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Thos.  Wilson,  Wm.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

ICau    Mssars.  Archer,  Atberton,  Barbour,  ^ 
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Bstts,  Blounty  Bradliwy,  Breck«nridge,  Brooks,  Cadj, 
CalboUQy  CumoBf  Can  of  MaMaehuaetti.  Champion, 
GiOey,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clarko  of  North  Carolina* 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Ciilpc»er,  Davenport, 
DobIm,  Dickena,  Edwarda,  Fletcher,  Fomej,  Fonyth, 
Gaston,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawet,  Hendricks,  Hooks, 
Hopkinaon,  Hangerfi>rd,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Wm.  Maclay,  Wm.  P. 
Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  McKee,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moffitt, 
Moore,  Jer.  Nelsop,  Hugh  Nelson,  Noyes,  Panris, 
Pickeni^  Pidtering,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane, 
Root,  Ruggl^,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
'Smith  of  Virginia,  Stearns,  Stnrgess,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  TaCe^  Tanl,  Tellidr,  Thomas,  l^ler,  Voae, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  Maasaehnaetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wileas,  Wide,  WiHiams, 
and  Yanoey* 

80  the  bill  was  rejected. 

MI890URI  CONTS8TBD  BL^OTION. 

On  mocion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  the 
•rdera  of  the  day  were  postpooedi  in  order  to  take 
up  the  farther  report  of  ihe  Committee  of  Bleo- 
•iona  eo  the  eonteated  eieetioii  of  Mr.  Soott, 
IMegete  froa  Mitsoari. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  aobjeet,  which  voo- 
tiBued  aotil  the  hoar  of  adjournniettt. 

The  same  ground  waa  eceapied  as  io  the  foraaer 
debate  on  the  saaie  8«bject->*the  questions  being, 
irst,  the  right  and  duty  of  the  House  to  iaquit e 
into  the  eonteated  election  of  Delegates,  aad  the 
neeesaity^  in  a  contested  eleotiea,  when  required 
hf  eHher  party,  of  scrqtlnizing  efevy  vote  at  aa 
efectioa. 

The  deecriae  was  again  adyaoced  by  Mr.  Ran- 
DOLPB,  that  Delegates  were  rather  Diploaaatie 
than  Legialacire  charaetera,  being  aoeredited  to 
Coagresa,  and  having  a  right  to  ait  ta  either 
House;  and.  eoaseqacaily.  that  this  House  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  see  that  they  brought  with 
them  a  certificate,  from  the  proper  aatheriiy,  of 
their  eleetioB. 

To  which,  after  argumeatatirely  replyiog,  Mr. 
Clay,  by  way  of  adjusting  the  present  difficulty, 
homorodsly  suggested  to  the  gentleman,  that  as 
there  were  two  Mraooa  claimiag  to  represent  the 
TerrUary  as  Delc^tes,  one  hariog  a  seal  here, 
aftd  the  other  a  just  claim  to  it,  and  the  Honae 
baviflg  (it  aeened)  ao  right  to  deiemine  bAween 
theoi,  an  tiMy  had  a  right  <as  tJbe  geatlaman  ooa- 
tended)  to  ait  in  either  Houae,  that  oae  ahonld  be 
admitied  to  a  seat  on  thia  floor,  and  the  other 
torned  over  to  the  Senate* 

The  sitting  Delegate  (Mr.  Scott)  haviug  at« 
late  hour  intimated  his  wish  to.  speak  ip  support 
of  his  right  to  a  sea^,  the  Committee  lose,  and 
the  House  adjoarned. 

MowaftT,  Janaary  IS. 

Mr.  FoasYTH  presented  a  lepresentatioa  of 
David  B.  Mitchell^  Qovernor  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  the  be^If  of  that  Sute.  representing 
that  in  conaequaoca  of  an  ioformauty  in  notify- 
mg  the  Treasury  Dejpartaaent  cf  the  United 
States  of  tha  asaiuaption  bgr  (be  l^ngtslature  of 


the  said  State,  of  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax,  the 
dtaeount  of  the  15  per  cent,  has  been  refased  upotk 
the  payment  of  the  said  quota,  and  requestta^ 
the  interference  of  Coogress  in  the  premiaesy  so 
as  te  allow  and  pay  to  the  State  the  15  per  cant. 
on  the  am<ytnt  assumed  and  paid.— ^Rdferred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means. 

Mr.  PiTKia  presents  a  petition  of  iohabitaata 
of  Connecticut,  in  opposition  to  the  practice  o€ 
transporting  and  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sab- 
bath|  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap* 
pointed  on  a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of 
southamptOB,  in^  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  NaLaoN,  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Ju- 
diciary, rejported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the 
act  for  designating,  surveying,  and  granting  mili-> 
tary  bounty  lands,  passed  the  6th  of  May,  1812  ; 
while h  was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to  a  Couk* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NaitSON  also  reported  a  hill  to  eocplain  tha 
act  '^  to  authorize  certain  officers  and  other  per- 
sona to  adminiater  oaths|"  approved  May  3d|  1798  ^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  ei^ossed 
aod  lead  a  third  time  to*morrow. 

Mr.  JoajfaoN,  from  tha  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  estahlish- 
okent  of  a  National  Armory;  which  waa  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  infirm,  diaabled,  and  supeiaanuated  officera 
aod  soldiers. 

Mr  WaiOHT,sobmitled  the  following  reeolutiony 
which,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  one  day : 

AssoImA  That  gentlemen  eleetsdmembeivef  either 
braneh  of  the  Ifationei  Legisieftars,  shali  he  adaUfted 
within  the  hatt  of  the  Hease  of  Bepneenlalivaa. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
(iom  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmitunga 
statement  of  the  number  of  officers  and  privates 
composing  the  whole  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  io  obedience  tu  the  resolution  of  the  11th 
instant ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tmnsmit- 
ting  a  rej)ort  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  9th  of  March,  1816,  directing  him 
"  to  report  whether  any.  and,  if  any,  what  alter- 
ations are  necessary  to  equalize  the  duty  on  the 
capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other  instruments 
used  in  distillation ;"  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MieeOURI  CONTEBTOD  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  contested  election  of  Dalagate  Ant  Miseouri 
Territory. 

Mr.  Scott  (the  sitting  Delegate)  defended  his 
right  to  his  seat  at  oonsideraUe  leagth,  and  witk 
no  little  inganuity. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  tlMS  first 
part  of  the  resolution  moved  by  the  SpsAKfiRa 
viz :  That  the  petitioaer  Rufus  Eaaton  was  en- 
titled to  tiie  certificate  of  being  elected— aad  aeg* 
atived,  79  to  68 ;  and  the  remainiag  part  of  the 
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proposition  (that  Mr.  Bastoa  was  tntitled  to  a 
seat)  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Nblson  then  moved  a  resolation  to 
the  eileet  that,  the  election  of  Delegate  for  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  having  been  illeffiilly  eon- 
doeted,  the  seat  of  the  Delegate  for  that  Territory 
had  become  vacant,  and  that  a  new  election  be 
ordered  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  eommunieatethis 
resolution  to  the  Ooveraor  of  tbe  Territory.  The 
question  od  the  resoUition  was  then  put  in  sepa* 
rate  quesfioas,  when  that  part  which  related  to 
the  election  being  illegal,  the  seat  being  vacant, 
ftnd  the  Speaker  commoicating  the  same  to  the 
Qovemor,  was  called ;  whilst  so  much  as  related 
to  a  new  ejection  for  the  Territory,  was  negatived. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  John8oh,  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  preceding  that  on  the  compensation 
[aw,  was  postponed  to  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
in  order  to  afford  that  gentleman  an  opportunity 
to*morrow  of  redeeming  his  pledge  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  bringing  on  the  discussion  of  it. 

SOBUS  PAULDING. 

Mr.  Chappell  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  John  Paulding,  (one  of  the  citizens 
who  captured  the  British  Adjutanl  General  Major 
Andre,  during  tbe  Revolutionary  war,}  who 
prays  for  an  increase  of  the  pension  allowed  to 
him  by  the  Qoverameiit  ia  eonsequenoe  of  that 
service.    The  report  is  as  follows^ 

Thai  tiie  petHioner  states  that  he  was  one  of  the 
hree  perwrns  who  arrested  Major  lohn  Andre,  the  Ad« 
vtant  General  of  Ae  British  army,  darmg  the  Retoln* 
ionary  war.  That  ibr  thi«  patriotic  service  they  re- 
bri««d  the  appfobation  of  General  Wsshtngton  and  the 
Dongrtm,  and  also'an  annuity  of  two  hnndred  doDars 
)ach.  He  states  that  he  is  now  old,  has  a  large  famfly, 
RMBe  of  whom  are  iafimts ;  that  he  is  veij  inftrm,  and 
ncapable  of  hard  labor ;  that  his  annuity  is  hie  gteafe- 
)et  dependence  to  msintsin  himself  and  fiunilv ;  and 
itks  Congress  to  inorease  the  allowance  which  he  now 
Its,  or  to  grant  him  such  further  sasistance  as  his  &ith« 
hi  and  patriotic  sendees,  and  his  infirmity  and  ad- 
ranced  age,  may  demand. 

The  petitioner  did  his  duty  faithfully,  and  for  it  he 
las  been  liberally  rewarded.    However,  he  did  nothing 
Dore  than  his  doty ;  the  country  expects  this  much,  at 
east,  from  every  one,  and  yet  it  is  not  expected  that 
ihe  is  to  support  all  who  have  done  so.    The  commit- 
tee wtthsui  disparaging  the  services  of  the  petitioner, 
can  eoneeive  of  many  individuals,  both  ia  the  Revo* 
hstionary  and  late  war,  who  readeied  serriees  of  Mm 
bluest  ehaiaeter,  if  not  equal  to  those  of  the  aetitisaer, 
and  who»  so  te  ftem  being  so  highly  &vorsd  with  the 
public  liberality  ss  he  has  been,  bm  received  nothiagi 
and  who  have  asked  nothing.    Good  policy  waoM  as 
against  adopling  such  meaeures  as  may  excite  invid* 
ions  romaika  and  create  jealousies.    The  petitioner 
was  a  private  soldier  when  he  rendered  the  services  Ibr 
which  he  has  been  thus  liberally  rewarded ;  he  wm 
neither  wounded,  nor  hi  any  wav  injured,  nor  even 
exposed  to  a  greater  degree  of  haroship  than  thousands 
of  soldiers  who  were  then  in  the  service ;  and  yet  for 
those  brave  men  who  then  fought  our  battles,  and  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  who  be- 
came otherwise  wounded  or  disabled,  and  who  have 
dragged  out  a  tardy,  and  melancholy,  and  perhaps  mis- 
etabke  existence,  no  g^ter  provision  was  made  than 


an  allowance  of  sfatty  dellsn  pec  year,  untU  the  hat 
session  of  Congeas,  vrhen  it  was  increased  to  niae^ 
six.  His  proviiiion  was  a  hr  more  liberal  one.  He 
does  not  now  suggest  that  his  annuity  is  aot  sufficient 
to  support  himself;  but  he  wishes  to  be  enabled  oat  ef 
the  public  bounty  le  supaort  himself  and  his  fuai^ 
too.  This  ia  a  request  which  is  not  granted  to  those 
who  were  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  countiy,  nor 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  were  slain. 
It  can  therefore  hardly  be  primer  to  ^pant  it  to  the 
petitioner.  He  has  no  cause  of  complamt  against  the 
Uovemment,  and  ought  to  be  satisfied ;  therefine, 

JXaoheif  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  unrea* 
sonsble,  and  oaght  not  to  be  graated. 

A  debate  of  ao  little  intereat  arooe  on  thia 
question^ 

Mr.  W^BiaBT  moved  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  to  declare  thAt  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wbiobt, 
Smith,  or  Maryland,  Gold,  Fobbttb,  Robert^ 
BON,  and  Sharp,  on  the  ground  of  the  importance 
of  the  services  of  this  person  and  his  companions, 
the  magnitude  of  the  virtue  they  displayed,  ana 
the  justice  of  making  such  an  addition  to  the 
pension  aUawed  to  them,  as  should  keep  pace  with 
the  depreciation  of  money  since  the  amount  of 
that  pension  was  established.  The  report  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Orappbll,  Jewett,  Ta.ll« 
MADOB,  and  PioKBHiNQ,  OB  the  injustice  of  legis- 
lating on  a  single  case  of  pension  for  services, 
which  were  in  fact,  though  important,  but  the 
common  duty  of  every  citizen,  and  in  which  no 
disabiHtiy  was  incurred ;  whilst  there  were  many 
survivors  of  the  Revolution,  whom  the  favor  of 
the  Government  had  not  distinffuished,  and  who 
are  languishing  in  obscurity  ano  want;  to  whom 
no  relief  had  been  or  would  be  extended. 

What  gave  interest^ principally  to  the  debate, 
was  the  disclosure  bv  Mr.  Tallmadob  of  Connect 
ticut  (an  ofiicer  at  the  time,  and  commanding  the 
advance  guard  when  Major  Andre  was  farought 
in)  of  his  view  of  the  merit  of  this  transaction, 
with  which  history  and  the  records  of  the^oantry 
have  made  every  man  familiar.  The  ralue  of 
the  service  he  did  not  deny,  but,  on  the  aiMhority 
of  the  declaratioas  of  Major  Andre,  f  made  while 
In  the  oustody  of  Col.  Tallmadob,)  Be  gave  H  as 
bis  opinion  that,  if  Major  Aadre  could  have  givett 
to  these  men  the  aasoant  they  demanded  for  bit 
release,  he  never  would  have  been  hung  for  a  spy, 
nor  in  captrrity  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  T.'s  sta«e* 
ment  was  minutelyciroumsmn<ial,aBd  given  with 
expressions  of  bis  individiml  confidence  in  its 
correctness*  Ataone  other  circumstances,  he 
stated,  that  when  Major  Andre's  boots  were  ukea 
oflf  by  them,  it  was  to  search  f^r  plunder,  aod  aot 
to  detect  treason.  These  persons  indeed,  be  said, 
were  of  that  class  of  people  who  passed  between 
both  armies,  as  often  in  one  camp  as  the  other, 
and  whom,  he  said,  if  he  had  met  with  them,  he 
should  probably  have  as  soon  have  apprehended 
as  Major  Andre,  as  he  had  always  made  it  a  rule 
to  do  with  these  suspicious  persons.  The  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  from  the  whole  of  Mr.  Tall- 
maOob's  statement,  of  whfeh  this  is  a  brief  extract, 
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wts,  that  these  persons  had  forooght  in  Major 
ADdre,  onlf  because  they  shoold  probably  g^t 
nore  for  his  apprehensioo  than  for  bis  release. 

This  statemeDt  was  received  with  sarprise  and 
iocredoh'ty,  as  to  Major  Aodre's  correctness,  by 
the  ^ntlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this  question. 
It  was  very  extraordinary,  it  was  said,  that  at  a 
day  so  naocb  nearer  the  transaction  than  the 
present,  there  had  existed  no  doabt  on  the  subject 
and  Congress,  as  a  mark  of  public  gratitude  for 
their  honorable  conduct  on  this  important  occa- 
sion, settled  on  these  persons  pensions  for  life. 
Though  testimony  was  strongly  stated  by  one  of 
the  gentlemen  (Mr.  Smith)  to  Major  Andre's 
high  character  and  honor,  it  was  impossible,  it 
was  Miid,  that  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
men  should  have  been  as  this  day  represented, 
yet  so  differently  depicted.  The  Atatemeot  of 
Major  Andre,  subject  as  it  most  have  been  to  be 
discolored  by  misapprehensions  of  the  character 
and  motives  of  Americans^  among  whom  patri- 
otism pervades  everjr  rank  in  life,  it  waa  urged, 
ought  to  have  no  weight,  indeed  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  mentioned,  in  competition  with  facts 
on  record,  and  established  by  full  investigation, 
during  the  life  time  of  General  Wasbimoton, 
who  certainly  knew  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
transaction. 

Though  this  topic  made  n  prominent  figure  in 
the  debate,  it  \%  perhaps  proper  to  say,  thai  the 
question  was  decided  on  the  ground  taken  in  the 
report,  and  above  stated  as  having  been  urged 
in  debate  in  favor  of  it. 

A  motioii  was  made  by  Mr.  Forbttb  (and 
lost)  to  postpone  the  report  to  give  further  time 
to  examine  the  correctness  of  the  extraordinary 
view  of  the  subject  which  had  been  presented  by 
Mr.  Tallmadob. 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to 
direct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  for  increasing 
the  compensation  of  the  other  two  of  the  captors 
of  Major  Andre,  yet  surviving,  as  well  as  of  the 
petitioner,  which  motioi^  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  the  reversing  the  report  of  the 
eommittee  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  63, 
nays  80  or  90. 

idr.  LtTTLB  having  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report,  in  the  hope  that  a  full  examination  would 
be  made  of  the  question  to-day  raised  as  to  the 
merits  of  these  men,  whom  history  described  as 
pure  and  incorruptible  patriots,  and  whom  he 
rally  believed  to  have  been  sf^** 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chapfblli,  from  the  same  committee  afore- 
said, also  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson," 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 
The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  explain 
the  act  authorizing  certain  officers  and  otber  per- 
sons to  adminiaer  oaths,  approved  May  the  3d, 
1798,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  concerning  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concorrence 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Porbtth  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolutions,  which  were  read  twice  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

JZeso/oeA  4«^  That  the  snangemeBft  made  by  tba 
PMsident  and  Directon  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unilsd 
States,  nnder  which  the  notes  of  the  stoekholden  m- 
cnied  by  deposits  of  six  per  eent.  stock  of  the  Dnitsd 
States,  are  received  in  place  of  the  specie  nqwnd  to 
be  paid  as  a  part  of  the  second  InstaloieBt,  is  an  na- 
warrantable  extension  of  the  corporate  powers  of  thst 
body,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Departmeol  of  the 
Treasoiy,  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  wi^ihuld  the 
deposiles  of  the  Government  from  the  said  bank,  until 
the  proportion  of  specie  required  as  part  of  the  eooond 
instalment  is  actually  paid,  according  to  the  tme  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  act  of  inoorpoiation. 

RtMohed,  4«v  That  the  diaeoimt  of  any  note  or  the 
loan  of  money  by  the  Bank  of  ths  Unifted  State*,  to 
individuals,  on  the  credit  of  the  fuadsd  delit  of  the  Vat* 
ted  States,  either  transferred  to  the  bank,  or  to  any  of 
its  officers,  or  deposited  with  an  anthortof  to  setl  the 
same  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  oontiacled,ia  a  man- 
ifest vidstion  of  the  ninth  rule  or  liindaaMatal  aitide 
of  the  constitntion  of  the  said  bank,  and  Is  oontraiy  to 
^e  spirit  of  the  filth  section  of  the  actof  incetpoiation ; 
and  that  the  Secrataiy  of  the  Department  of  the  Tree- 
sory,  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  whenew  he  ahsU 
hereafter  seoertain  that  any  discoont  of  notes  er  loan 
of  money  has  been  made  on  anch  eecnii^»  to  prscsed 
forthwith  to  withdraw  from  the  eaid  bank  the  depos- 
itee of  the  Government ;  and  that  it  ehall  be  his  dn^ 
to  give  information  thereof  to  Congress,  during  ths 
first  week  of  ito  succeeding  seesion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  preaented  a  memorial 
of  William  Thornton,  keeper  of  the  Paceot  O&ce^ 
stating  that  no  direct  provision  exists  in  the  iaws 
upon  the  subject  of  patents,  inventions,  and  dis- 
coveries, embracing  the  case  of  statuary,  and 
soliciting  that  an  additional  act  may  be  passed 
opon  the  suhjecL — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Clattoic  presented  a  petition  of  Allan 
McLane,  stating  that  he  commenced  his  military 
•life  as  a  volunteer  in  the  year  1775,  and  con- 
tinued to  act  in  various  stations  of  important 
trust,  of  active  enterprise,  of  imminent  peril} 
throughont  the  checkered  scenes  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  which  left  him  at  its  dose  a  major 
of  infantry,  and  that  in  the  great  canse  of  inde- 
pendence he  offered  up  the  flower  of  his  life,  and 
expended  a  handsome  patrimony,  for  which  he 
has  never,  as  he  alleges,  received  the  promised 
rewards;  that  he  is  now  old,  infirm,  and  poor, 
and  praying  that  Congress  will  take  his  case  into 
serious  consideration  and  pass  such  act  in  the 
premises  for  his  relief  as  to  them,  in  their  wisdom, 
shall  seem  Just  and  right. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  rensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public, Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  ''to  iocrea;»e  the  salaries  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
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oflkt  at  Marietta,"  reported  the  same  wilboot 
amendmeot,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PicKSRiNQ  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
tomorrow,  a&k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  farther  to 
regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, and 
their  electing  delegates  to  Congress. 

A  proposition  made  ye>terday,  by  Mr.  Wright, 
for  altering  the  rules  of  the  House  so  as  tu  admit 
within  the  bar  of  the  House,  during  iu  sittings, 
any  person  who  shall  hare  bee«  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  or  of  this  House,  was  taken  tt|s 
and  on  the  qucstiony  was  decided  in  the  negaiiTe. 

CANADIAN  BBFUGEES. 

Mr.  Claac,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Samuel 
Thompson,  and  John  Dailey,made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

The  oommittee  have  had  the  said  pecitioiis  imder 
coBsidention,  and  leport  the  Mowing  statement  of 
iaets :  Thai  it  appears,  liroBS  the  docomenle  aeoonpa* 
aying  the  petitions^  that  the  petitioners  were  both  men 
ofeztenslire  propertj  in  and  contignoae  to  the  Tillage 
of  Newatk,  in  Upoer  Canada ;  that,  after  the  taking 
possession  of  that  plaee  by  the  United  States  arm  j,  na- 
dor  the  eemmand  ^General  Deaibom,  the  petitioners 
wers  settTe  and  aealoiiB  in  theit  endeavors  to  promote 
the  snrcses  of  onr  arms,  and  were  solicitoqs  to  add  all 
in  their  pofwer  to  the  comfort  and  eonfenienee  of  onr 
troope ;  that  they  gave  mp  their  hoases  for  qoartsrs  for 
ear  officers  and  soldiers^  and  on  all  occasions  maai« 
Aeted  so  etrong  on  attachment  to  the  American  caoso 
that  thoir  dlsk^ty  to  the  British  Government  was  so 
apparent  and  notorioos  that  they  deemed  it  unsafe  for 
them  to  ramaia  in  Canada  after  the  evaenatton  by  onr 
army,  and  they  threw  themsoleeo  nnder  the  protection 
of  the  American  Government;  in  coneeqaenoe  of  which 
(althoagh.  there  is  no  (fireet  proof  of  the  feet)  there  is 
little  donbt  bat  their  property  has  been  coaftscated ; 
and  tlie  petitioners  are  now  fer  advanced  in  life,  and 
destitute  of  the  means  to  enable  them  to  live  coiafort- 
ably. 

The  committee,  not  knowing  how  fer  the  House 
would  go  towanb  remunerating  persons  of  this  descrip* 
tion,  without  giving  any  opinion,  and  with  a  view  to 
bring  the  eubject  direct  before  the  House,  eubmit  the 
following  reeolntfon  i 

RtBohedf  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  rslief  of  the  eaid  Samuel  Thompeon  and 
John  Dalley. 

NEUTBALITY. 

Mr.  B'oRSTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  fiillowing  bill:  • 

A  Bill  to  prevent  eitisens  of  the  United  States  from 
selling  vasseb  of  war  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  foreign  Power,  and  more  effi»tually  to  prevent 
the  arming  and  equipping  vessels  of  war  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  intended  to  be  used  against 
nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

Sac.  1.  Be  it  enacUd,  ^e..  That  if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  SUtes,  shall,  within  the  Umita  of  the  same, 
fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  pro- 
cure to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  aid 
or  be  concerned  in  the  fhrnishing,  fiuiog  out,  or  arm* 
ing  any  private  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  to  sell  the  said 


I  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  vessel,  to  be 
deliveied  In  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  to  the 
porehaser;  with  intent  or  previous  knowledge  that  the 
said  vessel  shall  or  will  be  employed  to  cmiae  or  com* 
mit  hostilities  upon  the  eubjects,  dtoens,  or  property 
of  any  Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  each  person  so  offending  shall  on  con- 
viction thereof  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ezceecU 
ing  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years ;  and  the  trial  of  such  oAence  shall 
either  be  in  the  district  of  the  United  States  whersia 
the  veesel  was  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  that  wheraiB 
the  contract  of  sale  was  made« 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  ^further  eiutetedt  That  the  owners 
of  all  aroMd  ships,  sailing  out  of  the  porta  of  the  United 
States^  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  oitiiens  these* 
of;  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  collector,  with  sufficient 
security,  prior  to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  doable  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  the  veesel  aad  cargo  on  board, 
including  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
shall  not  be  employed,  either  by  the  owners  or  by  any 
person  to  whom  they  may  sell,  or  pretend  tosel^  the 
same,  in  cruising  or  committing  hostilitiee  upon  the 
eubjects,  dtiaens,  or  propeity  of  any  Prince  or  State 
witfi  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sxc«  a.  Andbeitjurikermaeted,  That  the  colle»» 
tors  of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectivefcr 
authcriied  to  detain  any  vessel  bound  feom  the  United 
Statee,  whenever  the  cargo  oa  board  shall  priadpally 
oonsist  of  anas  aad  munitions  of  war,  aad  when,  from 
the  number  of  men  siiipped  on  board,  or  from  any  other 
oircometance,  it  is  their  opinion  that  there  is  an  inten* 
tion  to  violate  the  neutnl  oUigationa  of  the  United 
States  to  foreign  Oovanunents,  until  the  deciaioa  of 
the  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the  owner 
enters  into  bond  and  security,  sucbaa  is  required  of  the 
owners  of  aimed  vessele,  by  tbe  second  section  of  thia 
act 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  forefiga 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  aimed  and  equipped,  nor  shall 
the  force  of  any  foreign  armed  chip  or  vessel  be  ea- 
creased  or  augnwnted  in  the  porta  of  the  United  Stales, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

The  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

REDEMPTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  aanoal 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  oa  the 
staieof  the  finances,  made  a  report  upon  that  part 
of  it  which  relates  to  an  additton  to  the  Sinking 
Pond,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  redemption  c^  the  puUie 
debt,  which  was  read,  and  eommiited  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  hss 
been  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  submit  to  the  House  a  report  upon  that  part 
of  it  which  relates  to  an  addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund : 

A  provision  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt 
was  proposed  at  an  early  part  of  the  last  session,  but 
its  consideration  was  necessarily  deferred,  while  the 
amount  of  annual  revenue  and  expense  seemed  entirely 
undetermined.  When  the  passage  of  the  revenue  la  ws^ 
and  of  those  which  fixe4  tne  military  and  naval  ex- 
penditure of  the  country,  removed  this  objection,  there 
was  not  time  for  a  deliberate  examination  of  the  sub- 
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jee»  by  Cgnggaw.  Nor  «•»  il  udMi  iMfartenl  tte 
«qr  Mt  in  mlatfon  to  a  Making  fiuid  «Mild  tkm  b« 
puMd,  siaoe  the  reirenoe  of  the  Moniiy  oonld  not  bo 
nuno  wtSseUullj  opplied  to  the  ied«olion  of  its  debt 
Ibon  by  poyiiif  tbo  omonsot  of  military  ozyonee,  and 
withdrawing  from  cirealation  the  Tieaaaiy  notea  which 
Um  net  MBit  Ml  of  the  Ooremment  liad  obliged  it  to 
imu.  In  the /ear  IB16^  the  deerewe  of  debt»  ae  it 
^pean  npon  mo  booka  of  tiie  Regialar  of  the  Tbboih 
my«haabeennpwaidaof9l0b87S»0(NI.  BBt«toaaeer- 
tain  ite  true  dimumtiQn^tt  is  ob^iooa  thai  we  mnat  give 
cvadit  to  the  Goirenunent  ibr  the  peyment  ef  d2bli 
wfaieh  did  not  appear  npon  the  boehe  of  the  Tvaaaary» 
(nicby  for  example  aa  the  amonef  the  Aivgf ;)  nor 
mnat  we  choige  ae  mdabt  anoured  in  1816  the  alack 
wfaaeh  waa  iaaned  in  that  year,  in  oeniMaiation  of 
Money  advanced  dnring  the  waik  Th»  iaane  of  the 
atock  did  not  change  the  aneontof  the  debt, althongh 
it  changed  ito  eharaelBr  and  ito  evidsnea.  K  theae 
anggaaliona  aea  cofieot»the  traedecreoaeof  debtinthe 
year  1816  cannot  hove  been  leaa  than  twenfly^aor  aul* 
Ibne  of  dollara,mthoat  indoding  the  meaneof  further 
deduetk>n  which  are  afforded  by  the  balance  in  tiie 
Tfeaamy  on  the  let  Jowiaiy,  1817,  of  npwnrda  often 
adlUona,  exchuivo  of  Traaauiy  notea.  It  aeema  plain 
that  no  new  legialalive  acta  were  neceemy  in  the  laat 
eamion  to  acealerale  the  radamptian  of  the  pablic  debt 
dnring  the  year  1816. 

It  ia  indeed  e  an^ect  of  pleaaing  laAection,  that  the 
rcwanne  of  two  yearn  haa  given  to  the  Tneany  a  amn 
which  ia  equal  to  ter^fiftha  of  the  paaont  mnomit  of 
the  entile  debt,  and  which  eacoeda  by  fatty  aeventeen 
milliona,  that  proportion  of  it  which  ie  attiibntad  to  the 
late  wnr.  It  will  not  however  be  forgotten  that  thia 
atafta  of  the  levenoe  ia  tianahetyy  aait  waa  in  aaaae 
meaaaro  nnanpected.  Bo  iar  too  aa  it  haa  veaoltad 
fiiDm  an  intemperate  epirit  of  apeoolalion,  whach  haa 
prapoitiDoad  our  anpp^  of  ibnign  artidea  neithar  to 
the  demand  nor  the  meana  of  payment,  it  may  have  im* 
paiiod  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  conntiy,  wfaieh  la 
ekiaaly  eannected  with  ite  ptaaperi^.  Attribnte  wiwt 
we  may  of  thia  revenna,  however,  to  chance  or  impm- 
dance,  it  cannot  fail  to  cenvioce  oa  that  tiie  meana  of 
the  natbn  are  adequate  to  the  early  redemptUm  of  ita 
debt. 

The  debte  indeed  of  no  one  war  can  be  expected  to 
reach  an  amonnt,  to  the  diachaige  of  which*  within  a 
reaaonable  time,  the  reaourcea  of  the  United  8tatea 
larald  be  inadeqoate.  It  ia  by  the  aecunralalkw  of 
the  debtaof  dUUnrent  warn,  which  in  aeaaoaa  of  peace 
are  allowed  to  be  uniedneed,  or  at  leaat  nndiaohvged, 
that  the  ayatem  of  banowing  growi  to  an  enormity 
whidi  aKacm  ibam  a  natien,  aa  the  annual  tnteieat  of 
ita  debt*  a  proportion  of  iti  inoeam  gteatar  than  woold 
hamanffeadp  at  an  eariy  period*  to  ha«a  pceveated  or 
reaMvcd  tho  enmunfaranoa.  The  piopoaala  in  regard 
to  the  redemption  of  the  pnblic  debt,  which  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Meana  aaggeat  to  the  oanaideva- 
tion  of  the  Houac  in  the  aequel  of  thia  report,  ao  &r  aa 
they  depend  upon  a  view  of  the  probable  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  countxy,  are  founded  upon  the  eati- 
matea  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaory.  If  hia  eatimatea  of  revenue  be  aomewhat 
lower,  and  of  expenae  higher  than  it  may  be  auppoaed 
by  many  that  aome  auoceeding  yeaia  wiH  realise,  it  waa 
probably  prudent  to  guard  hia  plaAa  from  the  foSlure  to 
which,  in  the  unaettled  atato  of  our  trade,  and  in  aome 
degree  of  our  expenaea,  more  aanguine  calculations 
might  have  expoaed  them .  The  aumeroua  and  often  in* 
oongruoua  proviiiona  of  the  preaent  lawa  in  relation  to 


ywr'a^ 


the  dinking  Fund  reqnare,  in  the  opinion  of  tiba  commiu 
tee*  a  general  reviaion.  But  their  viewa  npon  tUs 
aubject  wUl  be  explained  by  the  bill  which  accompap 
niea  thia  report ;  and  they  will  confine  their  farther 
remarka  piincqwHy  to  aome  of  ita  proviaion%  in  whidi 
they  propoee  to  deviate  from  the  plan  recommenJed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy. 

The  certain  appropriation  of  ten  millkma  annuaSy, 
the  committee  ao  not  propoee  toincreaae.  Wtafla  it  ia 
entirely  vrithin  the  meana  of  the  TVaaanry  ta  ^adnige, 
it  wiU  probably  be  competent  (with  the  aidwhkhit 
wUl  derive  fioio  the  oner  piovidona  of  tte  hUI)  to 
redeem  tho  pnfalie  debt,  radnead,  aatt  haa  baan,  by  iha 
payaaento  of  tho  laat  year,  within  atam  ncailj  aaihait 
aa  haa  ever  been  centemplated  for  ita  oKtingiuahmeat. 

The  large  amount  of  revenue  which  accrued  dunnc 
the  laat  year,  enablea  Congrcaa,  in  die  ophrion  of  the 
committee  to  apply  ao  oonnderabie  a  aom  to  die  paj^ 
mentor  poidiaae  ofpabheeloA  in  1917,  aa  to  ~ 
very  aenlaibly,  thedmet'Of  oveiy  enbeaqnant 
propiiation,  and  nmterialH  to  haatan  tiie  entiro 
tion  ef  tho  pablic  debt,  llwy  pe^teaa.! 
to  the  pawaanant  and  regular  annnal 
them  ahanhl  be  paid*  in  the  year  1817*  to1 
amma  of  the  Stnka^  Fond,  the  aom  ef  i 
of daUaaa* together vdthfonr  mflhoaatobe 
ee  an  adaanoe  on  aoeona*  of  the  legolar  appaapnatima 
of  tho  anm  lading  year.    It  iaobvjooe  that  no  advantage 

appaapaiated*  at  aaaaa  fidarapeneii  to  tho  payment  ef 
the  principal  of  a  debt.    Wtm^  it  ie  he  anptted  to 
the  payment  efinteraat*  or  of  tho  aapanaea  af  Qoaai 
Btont*  tho  eaaaiaeemewhat  iifcant;  and  the 

an  advmme  in  1817  of  that  part  of  tho  appioprhdaa 

for  1818*  which  au^  be  coMdarad  ea  applicahia  to  the 
payment  off  the  prindpd  of  the  debt. 

In  addition  to  the  anmml  appn^piiatiaB  of  ton  mil- 
liooB*it  haa  been  pmpoeed  Iqr  tho  Soerataqrof  the 
Tieaeuij  to  maha,ineach  yoar«  a  fruthar  apfirepriatkm 
of  one  millkii^  whooevar  it  can  be  done,  vdthoof  aa* 
docing  «M  bdanoe  in  tho  Treeeoqr*  at  the  end  of  tho 
year,  bdow  taao  aullioaa.  The  neaiwitlBe  adodt 
it  may  be  prudent  to  apply  on^  w&ik  pad  af  the 
plua  in  the  Treaaury  aa  may  be  paid  without  redui 
tho  balance  bdow  the  aom  which  haa  bacA  mant 
bat  thay  thhik  that  whdavar  eniglM,  thengh  it 
exceed  a  millaan*  can  ba  appliai  widmnt  i 
tian,  ahonld*  alea^  ba  appaaprialedi  The 
they  report  providea  that  thia  ahaU  ba  dene*  after  the 
year  i«17. 

Tho  adoMtage  whaah  may  be  dariaad  from  the  lad 
proviaion  ia  too  nncertain  in  amount  to  adaait  of  oat 
culation  or  of  eetimato.  Such  ia  not,  however  the 
character  of  the  additiend  appropriation  pn^poaed  t9 
be  made  in  1817.  Thk  mmg  diminmh  tho  intoied  to 
be  pud  for  the  next  year  by  f760,000;  in  181^  by 
4586*0004  and  in  1880,  by  $667*000*  and  wiU  leave 
in  the  Treaaury*  (adopting  the  Secretaxy'a  ftalimatfia  of 
revenue  and  expcmditure*)  on  the  lat  of  ianaary,  1818, 
$3,660,000 ;  on  the  lat  of  January,  1819,91*400,000; 
and  on  the .  lat  of  January*  1880*  fM^fOOfr;  ate 
which,  it  ia  eatimated,  that  the  produce  of  tho  roveaae* 
and,  of  courae,  the  balancea  at  the  end  of  the  jear, 
will  be  increaaed. 

In  adding  to  tho  Amount  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  It 
appeara  to  the  coamiittee  not  unwovthy  of  the  wiidom 
of  tho  Legialatura  to  aunpliiy  ita  operationa.  The  doe« 
umento  aubjoined  to  the  lad  Treaaury  report  diaw* 
that  on  the  Id  of  October  laat,  there  ware  neady  tfaiity- 
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four  milliont  of  stocky  of  foQit«en  dilbraat  defcriptioni, 
and  carrjing  wyen  diflbrent  ntm  of  loterast,  ttending 
on  the  booka  of  tha  Treaaunr  to  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
miaaionera  of  the  Sinking  rand,  an  which  intereat  ia 
anppoaed  regularly  to  accrae  and  to  be  paid,  with  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  adding  to  the  labora  of  thoae 
who  keep  and  thoae  who  wiah  to  nnderatand  the  ac- 
connta  of  the  GoTernment.    The  committee  propoae 
that  all  oertifieatea  of  pablie  debt,  when  they  are  re- 
deemed, ahall  be  deftroyed.    It  may  be  aaid  to  be 
baldly  worth  making  a  change  in  onr  law  to  prodaee 
no  practieal  efliBet ;  and  it  u  traei  thai  in  either  mode, 
the  dimiaation  4if  oatioonl  debt  will  be  the  aama,  bat 
it  ia  reapectliilfy  aaggaated*  that,  efen  if  the  lioablo 
wliiah  it  will  aawe  in  making  ap  the  aeeoanta  be  of  no 
momeni*  it  ia  i»f  aooae  ooaaeqaenee  that  their  atale 
■hoald  beaaeh  mm  to  admit  of  heuageaaily  and  geaerally 
nnderatood,  and  thai  what  i%  in  itaeJf,  plain,  ahonld 
not  be  obacved  by  the  introdoction  of  a  oaeleaa  fiction. 
The  comanttee  report  "  A  bill  to  pionde  for  the  re- 
demption of  tha  pabiic  debt,"  and,  alao,  **  A  biU  to  re- 
peal M  much  of  any  acta,  now  in  force,  aa  aathorisea 
a  loan  of  money  or  an  iaaue  of  Treaaory  notea." 

Mr.  LowNi^BS  also  reported  a  bill  to  reoeal  ao 
much  of  any  acta  in  force,  as  autbofizea  a  loan  of 
money  or  an  issue  of  Treaaory  notea,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  commiucd  to  a  Committee  of 
Che  Whole. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of 
the  United  StateS|  praying  that  Congress  will 
aid  with  tbe  power,  tl»  patronage,  and  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  the  great  and  beneficial 
object  of  their  insliiuiion ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  ia  aa  follows : 

7b  iJie  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeeniaiiwee  of  the 
Mied  Siaiee  of  Ameriett  m  Congreee  aeeemkled,' 

The  memorial  of  the  Preaident  and  Board  of  Man- 
igera  of  the  **  American  Society  for  coloniiing  Uie  free 
people  of  color  of  the  United  Statea,"  respectfolly 
ihows  r-'That  your  memoiialiata  are  delegated  by  a 
onmeroua  and  highly  respectable  aasociation  of  their 
fidlow-citiaanay  recently  oiganlMd  at  the  Seat  of  Uov^ 
emmenty  to  aofidt  Congreee  to  aid  with  the  power, 
the  palionaf0»and  tho  reMoreeaof  the  country,  the 
great  and  beneficial  object  o(  their  inalitntion ;  an  ob* 
ject  deemed  worthy  of  the  earneat  attention,  and  of  the 
stienuoaa  and  peneiierinf  exertions,  aa  well  of  every 
patriot,  in  whatever  condition  of  lUa,  aa  of  every  en- 
lighted,  philanthropies  and  practical  atateaman. 

It  ia  now  reduced  to  be  a  maxim  equally  approved 
in  philoeophy  and  practioe,  that  the  exiatanoe  of  die- 
tinct  and  separate  caatea,  or  dasaea,  foiming  exoeptiotta 
to  the  general  system  of  polity  adapted  to  the  commu- 
nity, ia  an  inherent  vice  m  the  composition  of  society ; 
pregnant  with  banelal  conaequences,  both  moral  and 
political,  and  demanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  human 
energy  and  Ibreaight  to  remedy  or  remove  it.    If  thia 
maxim  be  true  in  the  general,  it  appliea  with  peculiar 
iiMee  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  free  people  of 
coler  in  the  United  Statee;  between  whom  and  the 
rest  of  the  community,  a  combination  of  cauaes,  polit- 
ical«  physical,  and  moral,  baa  created  diatinetions,  un- 
'  aveidihle  in  their  origin,  and  meat  nnlbitunrte  in  Aeir 
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conaequences.  The  actual  and  prospectivo  eondition 
of  that  daaa  of  people ;  their  anomalous  and  indefiniCe  i 
relations  to  the  political  inatitutions  and  aodal  tieaof ' 
the  community ;  their  deprivation  of  moat  of  thooa  in-- 
dependent,  political,  and  aocial  righta,  ao  indiapenaa* 
bke  to  the  piugieasive  melioration  of  oar  natnia;  i«a*< 
dered,  by  aystematie  exduaian  from  all  the  higher  in- 
wards  of  excellence,  dead  to  aU  the  elevating  hopce 
that  might  prompt  a  generoua  ambition  to  excel  (  aU 
theae  conaidetationa  demanatrate,  that  it  equally  im* 
porta  the  publie  good^aa  theindividual  and  aocial  hf* 
pineas  of  Aa  peiaona  mosa  immediately  ooneernedi 


that  it  ia  equally  a  debt -of  patriotism  and  of  humani^ 
to  provide  some  adequate  and  eflectual  remedy.  Tha  • 
evU  haa  becume  ao  aupaiant^  and  the  naeesaity  for  a 
remedy  ao  palpable,  that  same  of  the  moat  conaidesabla 
of  the  slavehoiding  Statea  have  been  indueed-  to  ia- 
poee  reatrainU  upon  the  practice  of  emancipatioB,  by 
annexing  conditioner  which  have  no  eflect  but  to  trana» 
far  the  evil  from  one  State  to  anotlier,  or  by  indvsing- 
other  Statea  to  adopt  countervailing  regulationa,  and 
in  the  total  abrogation  of  a  right  which  benevolent  or 
conacientiona  proprietora  had  long  enjoyed  under  all : 
the  sanetiona  of  positive  law  and  of  aneiant  uaage* 
Your  memorialiato  beg  leave,  with  all  deiwenoe,  to 
suggest  that  the  fairest  and  moat  inviting  opportum^ 
tiea  are  now  preaented  to  the  General  Government  for. 
repairing  a  great  evil  in  our  sodal  and  pditieal  inati- 
tutions, and,  at  the  same  time,  for  elevating,  from  a  tow 
and  hopeleaa  condition,  a  numerous  ana-rajMdly  in- 
creasing race  of  men,  who  want  nothing  bat  a  proper 
theatrci  to  enter  upon'  the  pursuit  of  happinees  and 
independence,  in  the  ordinary  paths  which  a  benigtt 
Providence  haa  left  open  to  the  human  race.  Those 
great  ends,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  accomplished  by 
making  adequate  provision  for  pUnting,  in  some  sa- 
luhrioue  anil  fertile  region,  a  eokmy,  to  be  composed  of 
such  of  the  above  deacr^t^n  of  perrons  as  may  choose 
to  emigrate ;  and  for  extendiag  to  it  the  authority  and 
protection  of  the  United  States,  untS  it  shall  have  at- 
tained auflldent  strength  and  conaiatency  to  be  left  in 
a  atate  of  independenee* 

Independently  of  the  motives  derived  from  politlca} 
forasight  and  civil  prudence,  on  the  one  hand,  and  lh>m 
moral  justice  and  philanthiopy  on  the  other,  thero  are 
additional  oenaidefationa  and  moro  expanded  viewa  to 
engage  the  sympathiea  and  exdte  Uie  ardor  of  a  lib- 
eral and  enlightened  people.  It  may  be  reeerved  for  • 
our  Government  (the  fust  to  denounce  an  inhuman 
and  abominable  traffic  in  the  guilt  and  disgrace  of 
which  most  of  the  dviliaed  nationa  of  ^e  world  weee 
partakers)  to  become  the  honorable  inatrumant,  under 
Divine  Providence,  of  conferring  a  still  higher  blessing 
upon  the  large  and  interesting  portion  qf  mankind, 
benefitted  liy  that  deed  of  juatioB;  by  demenatraling 
that  a  race  of  men,  compcaing  numeroua  tribea,  apread 
over  a  continent  of  vast  and  unexplored  extent,  Aitii». 
ity,  and  richea;  known  to  the  enUghtened  nationa  of 
antiquity ;  and  who  had  yet  made  no  progrsas  in  the 
refinemento  of  dvilixation ;  for  whom  hiatory  haa  pre- 
served no  monumenU  of  arta  or  arma ;  that  even  thia 
hitherto,  ill-&ted  race,  may  cherish  the  hope  of  behold- 
ing at  last  the  orient  star  rovealing  the  best  and  high- 
eat  aima  and  attributea  of  man.  Out  of  such  matariala, 
to  rear  the  glorioua  edifice  of  wdl  orderod  add  pol- 
iahed  society,  upon  the  deep  and  sure  foondationa  of 
equal  lawaand  difiicmve. education,  would  give  a  anffi- 
dent  title  to  be  enrolled  amongf  the  illuatrioas  benefoc^ 
tors  of  mankindi  whfle  it  afforded  a  pradoua  and  con- 
adatoiy  evidence  of  the  all-prevailing  power  of  liberty. 
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•nfightened  by  knowledfe  mnd  corrected  by  religion. 
If  the  experiment,  in  ite  remote  conseqaencee,  sboald 
ultimately  tend  to  the  difintion  of  similar  bleesingi 
thioQgfa  thoee  rast  regions  and  nnnnmbered  tribes,  yet 
obecnied  in  primeval  darkness ;  reclaim  the  mde  wan- 
derer from  a  life  of  wretchedness  to  dnlization  and 
humanity;  and  convert  the  blind  idolator  from  gross 
and  abject  snperstitions  to  the  holy  charities,  the  snb- 
lime  morali^,  and  hnmanixing  discipline  of  the  €k>s- 
pel ;  the  nation,  or  the  individnal,  that  shall  have  taken 
the  most  oonspicnons  lead  in  achieving  the  benignant 
enterprise,  will  have  raised  k  monnment  of  that  true 
and  imperishable  glory,  founded  in  the  moral  approba- 
tion and  gratitude  of  the  human  race — ^unapproadi- 
able  to  all  but  the  elected  instraments  of  divine  benefi- 
cence-—a  glory,  with  which  the  most  splendid  achievo- 
ments  of  human  force  or  power  must  sink  in  the 
eompetition,  and  i^ppear  insignificant  and  vulgar  in  the 
comparison.    And,  above  all,  should  it  be  considered 
that  the  nation  or  the  individual,  whose  energies  have 
been  faithfully  given  to  this  august  work,  will  have 
secured,  by  tins  exalted  beneficence,  the  tavor  of  that 
Beingy  *  whose  compassion  is  over  dl  his  works,"  and 
whose  unspeakable  rewards  will  never  foil  to  bless  the 
humblest  etfori  to  do  good  to  his  creatures. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  presume  to  determine  that 
the  views  of  Congress  will  be  necessarily  directed  to 
the  oountiy  to  which  they  have  just  alluded.  They 
hope  to  be  excused  for  intimating  some  of  the  reasons 
which  would  bring  that  portion  of  the  world  before  us, 
when  engaged  in  discovering  a  place  the  most  proper 
to  be  selected,  leaving  it,  with  perfect  confidence,  to 
the  better  information  and  better  judgment  of  your 
honorable  body  to  make  the  choice. 

Your  memorialists,  without  presuming  to  mark  out, 
in  detail,  the  measures  which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  object  in  view ;  but  implicitly 
relying  upon  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  devise  the 
most  efifectual  measures,  will  only  pray  that  the  sub- 
ject may  be  recommended  to  their  serious  oonsidera^ 
tion ;  and  that,  as  an  humble  auxiliary  in  this  great 
work,  the  association,  represented  by  your  memorial- 
ists, may  be  permitted  to  aspire  to  the  hope  of  contri- 
buting its  lafama  and  resources. 

B.  WASHINGTON,  Prendeni. 

COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day 
OD  the  bill  to  repeal  the  CompensatioQ  Law,  so 
called,  and  substitute  therefor  a  per  diem  allow- 
ance; and  the  bill  haviDg  been  read  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wbol 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  in  moT- 
ing,  as  he  now  did.  to  fill  the  blank  (for  the 
amount  of  future  daily  compensation)  with  eight 
dollars,  he  obeyed  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  bill,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  There  had  been  in  the  committee  a 
diversity  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  one  or  two 
gentlemen  preferring  nine  or  ten,  and  a  bare  ma- 
jority consenting  to  eight.  Although  he  did  not 
differ  from  the  committee  in  the  reasonings  of 
their  report,  he  could  not  feel  it  bis  duty  to  come 
to  the  same  result  as  to  the  future  compensation, 
as  a  majority  of  the  committee  had  done.  He 
should,  he  said,  yote  against  the  repeal  of  the 
present  compensation  taking  a  retroapeeti? e  ope- 


ration ;  he  wished  the  repeal  to  uke  plaee  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  and  leare  it  to  the  next 
Congress,  four-fifths  of  whom  were  elected  to 
regulate  this  matter,  the  right  of  fixi^  it.  He 
was  desirous,  he  said,  to  give  them  a  responsi- 
bility which  he  presnmed  they  would  be  proud 
to  asstune,  and  should  vote  against  adding  at  this 
time  a  single  cent  to  the  old  compenaattou  of  six 
dollars  per  day.  Mr.  J.  expressed  bis  hope,  as  he 
bad  endeavored,  in  previously  discussing  the 
subject,  to  avoid  on  a  question  of  this  d^icaey 
saying  anvthiog  in  any  manner  to  wound  the 
feelings  ot  the  members,  that  perfeec  harmoay 
would  characterize  the  whole  debate.  He  be- 
lieved, he  said,  that  no  member  of  this  House, 
rep^rding  the  members  as  pennoners  merely, 
with  a  view  to  pecuniary  consideratioos  only, 
could  say  that  $1,500  was  too  great  a  compensa- 
tion, nor  even  that  it  was  enough.  But,  Mr.  J. 
said,  his  judgment  and  conscience  dicuted  to 
him  in  obedience  to  the  public  will,  to  rote  to 
repeal  the  law,  and  leave  the  compensation  as 
it  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  reprobated 
compensation  law. 

Mr.  FiNDLET,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  rose  to 
speak  on  the  subject.  His  rising  oeeastoned  a 
deviation  from  the  usual  order  of  the  House,  by 
the  members  crowding  roaud  him*  which  may 
be  attributed  to  the  seneral  respect  for  his  year^ 
experience,  and  intelligence. 

After  making  some  seneral  observations  on  the 
nature  of  this  subject,  Mr.  F.  save  a  concise  his- 
tory of  what  had  been  formerFy  dooe,  respecting 
the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress.  He 
stated  that,  under  the  Oonfederatron,  each  State 
paid  its  own  members,  and  instructed  and  re- 
called them  at  pleasure;  that,  when  Congress 
money  nve  way  to  specie,  some  States  paid 
eight  dollars  a  day,  some  more,  and  some  less. 
Pennsylvania  paid  six  dollars,  but  had  great  diffi- 
cultv  to  procure  members  willing  to  serve.  Some 
small  States  gave  but  four,  and  were  rarely  ever 
represented.  It  must  be  wdl  known  to  thoee  who 
remember  that  period,  and  paid  attention  to  it, 
that  nine  States  out  of  the  thirteen,  were  a  quo- 
rum necessary  to  make  requisitionaonihe  States 
and  other  important  business,  and  that  this  nuia- 
her  could  wiih  diflleulty  be  got  together  one 
month  in  a  year. 

When  the  National  QovernmeiK  was  organ- 
ized, the  committee  of  the  Represettfutives  to 
whom  the  compensation  of  the  members  was 
referred,  took  an  average  of  what  the  States 
themselves  had  paid  their  members,  and  it  was 
either  six  dollars,  and  one-third  or  two-thirds, 
which,  is  now  forgot.    They  reported,  however, 
six  dollars  a  day  for  the  Representatives,  but  lim- 
ited it  to  a  time  after  the  census  would  be  taken, 
and  a  more  equal   representation   would  take 
place ;  when  that  time  came,  about  twenty  years 
ago,  the  subject  was  again  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee.   A  salary  was  proposed  and  advocated,  but 
believing  it  was  contrary  to  public  opinion,  or  at 
least  the  common  practice  in  paying  the  Stale 
Legislatures,  this  was  dropped,  and  a  compensa* 
tion  of  eight  dollars  a  day  reported ;  after  a  dia- 
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eussion  this  was  rejected  by  one,  or  at  most  two 
rotes. 

There  had  aboat  this  time  been  a  considerable 
rise  of  expense,  and  several  State  Leeislatares 
had  increased  their  compensation,  yet  Congress, 
believing  that  this  arose  from  temporary  causes, 
increased  the  compensation  of  clerks  and  some 
subordinate  officers,  and  of  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, for  a  limited  time,  which,  however,  has 
been  renewc»l.  When  the  eight  dollars  was  re- 
jected, some  members  openly  declared  their  in* 
tention  to  decline,  and  actually  did  so. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  to  members,  whose  farms 
supported  their  families,  and  who  did  not  bring 
their  families  with  them,  the  six  dollars  a  day 
would  still  pay  their  expenses;  but  to  such  as 
have  to  support  their  families  by  their  industry  in 
any  occupation  it  would  not  do.  Several  mem- 
bers, to  his  own  knowledge,  had  tried  it  a  few 
sessions,  sending  the  half  of  their  wages  month- 
ly to  support  their  families,  but  had  to  decline, 
it  was  well  known  that  members  preferred  almost 
any  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  of  their  own  State,  to  a  seat  in  Congress; 
and  it  is  ertdent  that,  for  want  of  the  attendance 
of  members,  the  most  important  measures  were 
frequently  transacted  in  a  thin  bouse,  which  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  the  case. 

He  observed  that^  agreeably  to  the  principles 
of  our  Qovernment,  all  classes,  and  all  interests, 
ought  to  be  represented  in  Congress.  He  knew 
thai  the  wages  might  be  made  so  low,  that  but 
one  class,  viz:  the  wealthy,  who  could  afford  the 
expense,  and  did  not  depend  on  their  own  per- 
sonal industry,  woold  serve.  But  this  would 
change  the  nature  of  the  Government.  But  even 
if  the  compensation  was  raised,  or  the  salary 
established,  there  would  always  be  many  who 
would  not  serve,  many  to  whom  no  wages  we 
ought  to  give  woold  compensate  their  loss,  and 
there  are  many  whom  no  compensation  we  could 
^ive  woold  induce  to  leave  their  endearing  fam- 
ilies, comforts,  and  cares,  to  serve  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  home  as  many  of  the  members  have 
to  do.  Some  who  have  done  so,  always  reflect 
on  it  with  deep  regret. 

Mr.  F.  said,  as  this  was  the  last  session  he  ever 
would  serve,  his  voting  for  an  increase  of  the 
daily  wages,  as  he  designed  to  do,  could  contrib- 
ute very  Little  to  his  advantage,  when  it  was 
known  that,  though  he  was  not  here  last  session, 
to  vote  either  for  or  against  the  compensation 
law,  being  prevented  by  sickness,  he  was  yet  en- 
titled to  receive  the  compensation,  but  would  not 
claim  nor  would  he  receive  it;  therefore  expected 
that  voting  for  an  increase  of  wages  would  not 
be  imputed  to  him  as  the  result  of  self-interest. 
He  would  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  salary, 
because  he  thought  it  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion or  any  principle  of  the  Government,  but 
because  he  thought  it  inexpedient.  On  the  whole, 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  wished  to  leave  those  who 
succeeded  nim  on  a  fboting  equal  to  what  he 
was  himself  when  he  came  into  Congress.  He 
wished  a  reasonable  compensation  ^o  be  fixed,  to 
continue  until  after  the  nest  ceasos;  not  but  what 


he  knew  every  Congress  had  equal  power  as  the 
first  Consress  had,  to  fix  their  own  eompensa* 
tton.  All  the  State  Legislatures  have  done  so, 
some  of  them  oftener  than  once.  He  would  vote 
to  fill  the  blank  with  eight  dollars,  not  because 
he  thought  it  equal  to  six  when  he  went  first  into 
Congress,  but  because  he  thought,  when  the  cur- 
rency was  regulated  to  a  specie  standard,  which  _ 
be  hoped  would  be  the  case  before  the  next  Con- 
gress, it  would  be  equal.  This  was  no  new 
thought  of  his.  He,  agreeably  to  his  own  opin- 
ion of  the  public  good,  had  determined  to  vote 
for  a  moderate  increase  of  wages  before  he  left 
Consress ;  for  obvious  reasons  such  a  question 
had  been  delayed  until  long  after  the  State  Le- 
gislatures  had  set  the  example. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  then  took  the 
floor.  The  auction  of  popularity,  he  said,  dif- 
fered in  one  material  respect  from  all  others:  the 
first  bidder  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
transaction  as  the  last  bidder  does  at  other  auc- 
tions. Hence  it  could  be  no  cause  of  surprise, 
that  at  all  times,  where  an^f  measure  within  the 
scope  of  public  contemplation  should  be  j^culi- 
arly  odious,  a  great  anxiety  should  be  manifested 
as  to  who  should  be  foremost  in  the  repeal ;  or 
otherwise,  if  the  measure  was  entireljr  desirable, 
the  same  struggle  should  take  place  in  the  race 
who  should  be  first  to  reach  the  goal.  He  for 
one,  had  been  extremely  glad  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had,  on  this  occasion,  so  far  at 
least,  not  been  wanting  in  a  sense  of  decent  self- 
respect.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
understand  him  to  intend  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  or  to  commit  himself  to  the  supiwrt 
of  it  on  its  final  passage ;  but  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  it  it  was  to  pass,  that  it  ought  not 
to  pass  in  the  shape  in  which  it  had  been  ofiered 
by  the  committee.  What  urgency  was  there  in 
this  case  1  Would  any  honorable  member  show 
him  that  there  was  a  great  urgency  that  the  act 
of  the  last  session  should  be  repealed  as  to  the 
remaining  part  of  this  session,  and  that  the  law 
should  be  further  modified  by  an  increase  of  the 
compensation  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent  ? 
This  body  ought  not  to  act  on  any  frivolous  im- 
pulse; it  oughi  not  to  act  on  any  temporary  ex- 
citement. He  hoped  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  the  sover- 
eigns of  the  United  States;  the  Government  is 
theirs,  because  the  soil  is  theirs — the  country  is 
theirs  ;  they  have  a  right  to  be  heard.  But  wbat,^ 
said  he,  have  we  hieard  from  the  public  on  this 
occasion,  except  a  solitary  petition  this  morning 
from  some  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  repeal  of 
the  law  ?  Now,  with  all  due  respect  for  public 
opinion,  where  is  the  necessity  for  the  pas>ageof 
the  bill  on  the  table?  If  this  'House,  said  he,  is 
to  act  on  this  subject ;  if  it  is  to  undo  or  patch 
up  the  act  of  the  last  session ;  if  this  House  is  to 
offer  something  like  a  tub  to  the  great  Leviathan 
of  popularity,  what  ought  they  to  do  ?  To  undo 
all  they  have  done,  or  to  do  nothing.  In  what 
predicament  shall  we  present  ourselves  to  oar 
constituents  ?— going  on  the  principle  that  these 
constituents  are  hostile  to  the  law.    Thank  God 
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mine  have  said  noUiiDff  to  me  al>oat  it ;  no,  sir, 
I  do  not  think  mine  wiU  say  anything  to  me  on 
that  score.  What  shall  we  say  to  the  people, 
who  have  been  clamoring  aboat  it,  when  they 
are  told  that  we  haye  repealed  the  act,  and  taken 
the  difference  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent, 
more  than  we  should  if  we  had  never  passed  iti 
I  would  not  wish  to  stand  in  a  more  pitiable.  I 
would  add  pitiful,  condition  before  the  people, 
than  with  this  bill  in  my  hand  as  amendatory  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session. 

Without  now  ^irio^  an  opinion  of  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  reserving  himselfuntil  the  bill  should 
be  more  fully  before  the  House,  be  rose  to  offer 
an  amendment  which  he  believed  would  super- 
sede the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  Talce  notice,  said  he,  I  do  not 
pledge  myself  to  vote  for  the  bill,  even  if  my 
amendment  be  adopted.  I  do  not  wish  to  entrap 
the  House,  but  to  show  what,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  done,  if  we  move  in  the  question  at 
all.  Mr.  R.  then  proposed  to  strike  out  the  whole 
biil^and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  a  provision  to  repeal 
entirely  the  law  of  last  session,  and  require  a 
deduction  from  the  amount  of  pay  recei? ed  by 
the  members  of  so  much  as,  during  the  past  and 
present  sessions,  they  shall  have  received  over 
and  above  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day.  The 
act  of  the  last  session  was  retrospective  and  re- 
troactive, in  its  operation;  and  if  the  House 
touched  the  law  at  this  session^  in  his  opinion 
they  ought  to  take  up  the  matter  where  they  did 
at  the  last  session,  and  any  law  now  passed 
should  be  retroactive  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
act  passed  at  the  last  session.  It  perhaps  might 
be  remembered  by  the  Chair,  or  perhaps  the 
Chairman  might  not  have  thought  it  worth  while 
to  remember,  that  at  the  last  session,  he(Mr.R.) 
had  made  a  motion,  limiting  the  operation  of 
the  law  to  a  future  Congress ;  and  that  that  mo- 
tion, on  the  argumeut  orother  gentlemen,  he  had 
seen  fit  to  withdraw — and  he  had  so  thought  for 
this  reason,  that  each  Congress  ought  to  take 
upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  assessing  its  own 
pay;  that  to  do  so  was  a  duty  devolfing  on  it, 
from  which  it  had  no  right  to  shrink.  If  they 
had  now  assessed  it  too  high  in  their  own  opin- 
ions, they  ought  to  refund  the  surplus. 

The  CThairmaiv  having  declared  that  Mr.  Razi- 
dou^b's  motion  did  not  supersede  that  of  Mr. 

Jo&NSON — 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said,  he  was  not  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  map  who  had  been  so  long  remem- 
bered that  he  was  forgot ;  but  he  had  been  so 
long  a  member  of  the  House. as  to  have  lost  all 
knowledge  of  its  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding. 
The  rule  with  which  he  had  been  acquainted  for 
neair  fourteen  years,  in  this  House,  wa^  that  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  section  of  a  bill  superr 
seded  a  motion  to  amend  it.  He  wish^  to 
know,  if  not  now  in  order^  whep.it  would  be  in 
order  to  propound  his  motion  to  the  House.. 

The  Speaker  explained  the  change  of  prac- 
tice in  late  years  in  the  House,  whereby  it  was 
established,  that  a  bill  should  be  op^n  for  any 
am^ndmjents,  to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  could. 


before  a  motion  was  entertained  to  strike  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  SouTBARD,  of  New  Jersey,  said  this  sub- 
ject was  one  so  practical,  so  familiar  to  e^ery  one 
by  the  discussions  it  had  undergone,  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
remarks  in  support  of  the  proposition  which  he 
now  submitted,  to  fix  the  compensation  for  the 
future  at  the  old  standard  of  six  dollars  per  day. 

Mr.  Grosven OR,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  salary  feature,  because  he 
thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est. But  if  that  law  must  be  repealed,  one  great 
objection  to  that  course  would  be  removed  by 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
ffentleman  from  Virginia.  If  touched  at  all,  said 
he,  it  should  be  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  brand 
our  names  and  that  of  the  Congress  to  whicji 
we  beloogi  to  the  latest  ages,  with  dishonor  and 
disgrace.  I  would  not  put  into  my  pocket  that 
compensation  which  I  believe  to  be  right,  and 
refuse  it  to  our  successors,  or  put  into  my  pocket 
what  I  believe  uojus^  and  keep  it  there.  For 
the  purpose,  therefore,  of  removing  this  great 
and  prominent  difficulty  in  his  mind,  ht  should 
move  to  fill  the  blank  with  "  ten'' dollars — uot 
that  he  should,  if  his  motion  succeeded,  vole  for 
this  bill,  because  in  the  abstract  he  preferred  a 
salary.  He  would  make  the  mileage  different, 
however,  and  at  a  less  rate  than  that.  Mr.  G.  dis- 
claimed any  intention,,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into 
the  general  question,  reserving  himself  for  a  fu- 
ture opportunity. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  intimated 
his  wish  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  that  the  law 
should  remain  as  it  is  until  the  4th  of  March 
next,  and  that  it  should  then  be  difested  of  its 
objectionable  salary  feature. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Tennessee,  inumated  kis 
wish,  if  the  gentleman  from  Yirgm^  was  serious 
in  his  refunding  system^  that  he  would  be  good, 
enough  to  make  the  dav  of  refunding^ some  con- 
venient time  after  the  close  of  the  session^  to  give 
gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  means  of 
complying  with  that  provision.  [This  sugges- 
tion produced  no  little  mirth  in  the  House.]  Mr. 
R.  said  he  was  not  for  coining  down  at  once  to 
six  dollars  per  day,  but  wiis  for  fixing  on  that 
dailv  sum,  which  would  amount  as  nearly  as 
mignt  be  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  whole 
time  of  sitting  during  a  year.  He  would  inform 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  said,  that,  if  in 
his  remarks  on  that  head,  he  bad  alluded  to  the 
committee  who  reported  tab  bill,  they  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  rapid  race  of  popularity  whick 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  so  handsomely  de- 
scribed. He  would  only  add,  that  he  believed 
the  honorable  genitleman  hinuelf  bad  now  an- 
nounced a  mouon,  which  had  more  substantial 
popularity  in  it  thaii|  all  the  other  motions  on  the 
subject  put  together. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  said,  there  were  four 
propositions  before  the  Committee  for  filling  the 
blank  in  the  bill — ten,  nine,  eight,  and  six  dollars* 
He  had  seconded  the  motion  to  fill  the  bUnk  wiib. 
si^ .dollars, and  he  should  vote  against  every  prop- 
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ositioo  tiU  it  eame  down  to  six  dollare,  which  be 
sboald  support,  becaose  he  thought  we  ought  to 
retrace  our  steps,  and  place  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers OQ  its  former  footing,  at  six  dollars  per  day. 
A  gentleman  had  said  that  he  would  not  be 
moved  by  the  public  Toice  on  this  occasion.  Mr. 
D.  said  he  thought  he  possessed  as  much  inde- 
pendence as  most  men,  but  he  confessed  that  he 
was  not  so  independent  as  to  disregard  public 
opinion.  Ours  is  a  Qovernment  of  the  people  : 
the  people  are  yirtoally  the  governors,  and  we,  aa 
their  agents,  are  bound  to  act  up  to  their  will, 
when  that  can  be  ascertained ;  and  can  tny  gen- 
tleman doubt  that  the  will  of  the  people  is  against 
the  compensation  law  ?  It  has  not  only  been  dis- 
approbared,  but  reprobated,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  in  a  f6W  places  excepted, 
where  iextraTagance  is  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
among  a  few  Individuals  in  other  places,  who 
consider  themselves  exclusively  entitled  to  all 
offices  of  prominence,  and  who  look  forward  Ivith 
expectation  of  filling  the  situation,  when  a  fat 
salary  Wbuid  be  quite  welcome.  It  is  'my  dpin- 
ion.  that  the  people  had  not  .only  a  right  to  com- 
plain, but  bad  ample  cause  of  complaint.  We 
had  but  recently  got  out  of  a  necessary,  but  an 
expensive 'war.  T  won't  say  the  people  were  op- 
pressed, but  I  will  say  that  they  were  pretty 
neavily  burdened  wich  taxes,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  they  woiild  have  borne 
double,  yes,  treble,  as  much,  if  they  could  have 
been  convinced  that  it  Was  hefcessary  in  defence 
of  their  rights;  but  When  they  discovered  (as 
they  believed)  tl^at  the  adoption  of  the  compen- 
sation la'w  was  aggrandizing  ourselves,  and  lay- 
ing additional  burdens  on  them,  was  it  any  ivon- 
der  they  complained  ?  Althouga  I  have  no  doubt 
but  what  the  agitation  in  the  public  mind,  was, 
in  some  instances,  carried  to  extreines,  yet  the 
opposition  to  what  they  conceived  an  encroaoh- 
mentj  was  a  favorable  symptom;  for  while  ever 
this  reeling  in  the  public  mind  is  alive,  liberty  is 
safe.  The  people  will  correct  any  errors  that 
may  biegone  into  by  their  agents. 

Mr.  D.  said,  this  was  an  unpleasant  subject  to 
touch  Upon,  and  what  made  it  rather  embarrass- 
ing to  him,  was  the  knowledge  that  he  was  speak- 
ing against  the  feelings  and  inclinations  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  and,  at  the  same  time,^  recol- 
leetidg  the  pointed  and  severe  sarcasms  and  ridi- 
cule attempted  to  be  attached  to  all  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  compensation  bill,  last  ses- 
sion, and  particularly  to  those  who  got  an  opg>r- 
tunity  Of  speaking  against  the  measure.    But 
Where  duty  impelled,  be  trusted  he  should  never 
be  found  wanung;  that  he  should  not  interfere 
with  motives,  and  should  be  cautious  not>  to 
make  use  of  expressions  calculated  to  wound  feel- 
ings, and  he.  honed  he  should  be  treated  with  a 
correspondent  liDerality,  as  he  should  be  very 
careful  of  his  owii  feelings.    Mr.  D.  said  he  re- 
joiced when  his  honorable  colleague  brought  for- 
ward the  resolution  on  which  this  bill  is  bot- 
tomed, because  he  thought  it  came  better  from 
him  tnan  it  could  have  come  from  any  other 
member,  aa  he  brought  forward  the  measure 


which  this  bill  contemplates  modifying  or  repeal- 
ing; but  the  gentleman's  speech  accompanying 
the  resolution  was  of  a  character  well  calculated 
to  defeat  the  purport  of  the  resolution.  It  waa 
calculated  to  rivet  on  the  minds  of  the  original 
advocates  of  the  measure,  that  the  law  givinr 
the  salary  to  members  of  Congress  waa  just  and 
correct,  and  bught  not  to  be' repealed.  The  gen» 
tleman  told  you  that  what  influenced  him  in  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution,  Was,  that  he  dis- 
covered that  the  compensation  law  was  disap- 
proved of  by  the  people ;  and  as  he  was  always 
willing  to  act  consistently  with  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  subscribed  to  the  principle  of  in- 
struction, he  therefore  felt  it  his  dutv  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution,  and  should  vote  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  compensation  law.  This,  to  be  sure, 
could  not  be  collected  from  the  tenor  of  the  gen- 
tleman's speech,  but  the  gentleman  told  us  so^ 
and  his  word  is  always  ^od.  To  harbor  a 
thought  that  any  other  motives  than  the  purest 
kind  actuate  my  colleague  in  his  public  conduct, 
would  be  doing  him  injustice;  and  he  certainly 
is  entitled  to  considerable  credit  for  willingly 
attending  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  sub- 
scribing to  the  principle  of  instruction,  which  I 
view  as  the  very  essence  of  representative  gov- 
ernment. To  deny  that  the  people  have  a  right 
to  instruct  their  agents,  is  striking  at  the  very 
nature  of  our  Government.  I  have  been  often 
gratified  with  the  open,  gentlemanly,  and  candid 
manner  my  colleague  treats  questions  in  debate; 
but  I  confess  that  on  that  occasion  I  should  have 
been  perfectly  satisfied  with  die  bare  resolution, 
unaccompanied  by  the  speech,  as  I  viewed  tha 
remarks  ^although  they  were  delivered  with  con- 
siderable eloquence)  as  in  direct  hostility  to  the 
object  (expressed  in  the  resolution. 

The  gentleman  contrasted  the  present  pay  of 
the  members  of  Congress,  with  the  pay  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  Government,  commencing 
with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
coming  down  to  the  Sergeant-«t-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper.  I  will  appod  to  my  honorable  col- 
league's candor,  to  say  whether  this  kind  of  ar- 
gument was  altogether  so  fair,  or,  if  fair,  was  it 
applicable  on  the  present  occasion,  unless  money 
is  made  the  first  consideration,  aa  in  the  com- 
bined report  of  the  committee  who  produced  rhia 
bill?— in  which  report,  notwithstanding  it  is  ably 
drawn,  there  is  scarcely  a  patriotic  sentence  from 
the  commencement  to  the  end.  Money,  moneyi 
is  the  burden  of  the  song.  I  venture  to  aay, 
when  the  people  of  this  country  generally  adopt 
such  principles,  by  making  money  the  first  con- 
sideratiouj  to  the  exclusion  of  patriotic  feeling^ 
that  your  liberty  will  be  on  the  decline,  and  will 
soon  be  gone.  ''But  to  return  to  the  Sergeant-«t- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper.  These  meo  are  not  only 
useful,  but  excellent  officers,  and  I  confess  I  wiaa 
to  see  them  in  their  present  places,  while  ever  I 
am  honored  with  a  seat  in  this  Hoose^  But  can 
any  gentleman  suppose  they  would  accept  the 
situations  they  now  fill  for  the  honor  attached  to 
them  ?  Certainly  not.  Emolumeot  most  be  tho 
only  consideration  that  can  induce  them  to 


491 


mSTOBT  OF  GONUBBSS. 


492 


H.  or  R. 


CompenMotian  Law* 


Jamoart,  1817. 


the  places — and  ought  that  to  be  the  case  with  a 
gentleinao  who  represents  thirty-fire  thousand 
free  people?  Most  uaquestionably  not.  I  view 
the  siiuaiion  of  a  man  who  is  honored  with  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  as  one  of  the  most  important,  if 
not  the  most  honorable,  situations  under  the 
Government.  It  is  true,  there  are  higher  situa- 
tions, but  they  are  not  immediately  in  the  gift  of 
the  people ;  they  are  placed  one  or  two  removes 
from  the  people,  but  we  are  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  thirty-five  thousand  free  people. 
What  can  be  more  honorable?  And  is  it  fair  to 
contrast  such  situations  with  places  that  have 
only  pecuniary  reward,  as  an  inducement  to  ac- 
ceptance? It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  not.  I 
say  that  the  honor  of  serving  freemen  on  this 
floor,  ought  to  be  the  first  consideration,  and  not 
pecuniary  reward. 

Mr.  D.  said,  whenever  the  salaries  of  legislators 
were  raised  ao  high  as  to  give  a  spring  to  extra- 
vagance, by  making  money  the  first  considera- 
tion, you  give  at  once  a  vital  stab  to  patriotism. 
Patriotism  will  sink  under  sordid  avarice,  the  pre- 
cursor of  the  downfall  of  Republics.  The  first 
consideration  of  wise  Legislatures,  in  free  Gov- 
ernments, is,  if  .they  wish  to  perpetuate  liberty, 
and  their  happy  institutions,  to  frame  their  laws 
and  public  regulations  so  as  to  guard  particularly 
against  extravagance  and  luxury.  Was  not  extra- 
vagance and  luxury  the  groundwork  of  the  over- 
throw of  nearly  if  not  quite  all  the  ancient  Re- 
publics ?  And  is  it  not  a  fair  way  of  reasoning, 
to  judffe  of  the  future  from  the  past  1  At  least 
it  will  be  acknowledged,  that  what  has  happened 
may  happen  again.    Then,  I  say,  it  is  prudent  to 

guard  against  what  may  at  first  appear  trivial, 
ut  what  may,  and  certainly  what  will,  operate 
as  an  entering  wedge,  and  ultimately,  trom  the 
nature  of  things,  be  the  means  of  the  overthrow 
of  the  only  Republic  in  the  world.  Then  is  it  not 
wise  policy  to  frame  your  regulations  so  as  to 
guard  against  this  cankering  worm,  this  fatal 
enemy  to  free  Governments,  extravagance  and 
luxury  ?  Whenever  it  commences  at  the  foun- 
tain head,  the  whole  stream  must  become  polluted ; 
when  it  commences  with  your  heads  ofuovern- 
ments,  with  the  highest  legislators,  and  o£^eers 
of  Government,  it  will  ramify,  and  spread  its  de- 
atructive  venom  throuffhout  all  orders  of  society, 
until  the  prostration  of  our  free  institutions  will 
be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

But  more  particularly  to  the  point — is  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  too  much  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress to  receive  for  his  service,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  expenses  he  must  necessarily  Incur 
here?  But  this  question  will  depend  on  cir- 
cumstances—it will  depend  on  what  e<{uipage  be 
has,  and  the  number  of  family  he  brings  with 
him.  If  a  member  brings  his  family  with  him, 
keeps  waiters,  has  a  carriage  and  horses,  he  may 
expend  large  sums  of  money ;  but  are  these  neces- 
sary appendages  to  legislation  ?  I  conceive  not.  I 
consider  the  man  who  is  always  at  his  post,  and  is 
attentive  to  his  duty,  of  more  consequence  to  the 
pttbiie,  than  the  man  who  sports  away  his  time, 
and  expends  his  money  on- vain  show  and  empty 


parade.    Mr.  D.  said,  he  held  it  eonvct,  tktt 
every  officer  of  Government  ought  to  have  aa 
ample  compensation  for  services.    He  ought  not 
to  be  comp«lled,  from  the  scantiness  of  his  pay, 
to  live  parsimoniously ;  but  still  he  ought  to  pay 
some  respect  to  economy.    My  opinion  is,  that 
six  dollars  per  day  will  enable  a  member  to  live 
genteelly,  and  lay  up  some  money;  and  I  admit  he 
ought  to  lay  up  some  money,  but  not  so  much  as 
to  make  it  the  first  inducement  to  acceptance  of 
office.    Let  us  examine  this  subject  a  bttle,  and 
see  how  it  stands.    The  sessions  of  Congress,  we 
may  fairly  conclude,  will   average  about  five 
months  in  every  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty  days; 
and  what  will  be  the  probable  expense  of  a  mem- 
ber living  here  ?  We  will  say  the  average  board- 
ing is  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  per  week,  keeping 
his  horse,  four  and  a  half  or  five  dollars  per  week, 
which  will  make  about  seventeen  dollars  per 
week  for  boarding  and  horse  keepinf,  and  which 
will  amount,  in  an  ordinary  session  of  five  months^ 
to  about  three  hundred  and  seventy  or  eighty 
dollars ;  add  to  this,  two  hundred  doiUrs  for 
clothing,  drink«  and  contingent  expenses,  which 
will  amount  to  about  five  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  dollars.    The  pay  of  a  member,  at  six 
dollars  per  day,  for  a  session  of  five  months, 
would  be  nine  hundred  dollars,    A  member  geu 
six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  in  travelling 
to,  and  returning  fVom,  this  place.    Sav  the  aver- 
age distance  of  the  members^  places  or  residence 
from  the  Seat  of  GFovernment,  is  about  four  hun- 
dred miles,  which  would  amount  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars;  one-half  of  this  he  would  ex- 
pend in  travelling,  and  live  genteelly,  and  the 
other  half  add  to  his  per  diem  allowance,  and  it 
would  make  one  thousand  and  twenty  dollars,, 
from  which  deduct  the  five  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  dollars,  and  the  residue  will  be  fouad  to 
be  about  four  hundred  and  forty  or  Efly  dollars. 
This  four  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  dollars  is 
certainly  not  an  object  sufficient  to  induce  a  man 
to  come  here,  if  his  view  is  to  make  money ;  but 
if  a  man  calculates  on  being  remunerated  for 
privations  consequent  on  absence  from  family,  he 
will  be  mistaken.    Money  could  not  compensate 
him  for  sucb  privations-^they  are  necessarily 
interwoven  in  the  nature  of  our  Ctovernment, 
and  must  be  submitted  to,  or  a  fatal  stroke  is 
made  at  the  strength  of  our  Government,  which 
will  operate  as  a  damper  to  all  patriotism,  and 
sow  the  seeds  of  avarice,  the  bane  of  civil  liberty, 
or  produce  extravagance  and  luxury,  the  intro- 
duction of  which  is  destructive  to  those  Govern- 
ments whose  base  or  strength  is  virtue  and  econ- 
omy. 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  should  vote  for  filling  op  the 
blank  with  no  sum  but  six  dollars;  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  compensation  bill  when  it  was 
adopted;  he  still  thought  it  wrong,  and  wai  in 
favor  of  placing  the  pay  of  members  on  their 
former  footing,  and  also  for  the  repealing  law 
taking  effect  from  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion, or,  if  gentlemen  please,  from  the  termina- 
tion of  last.  One  word  asto  an  expression  made 
use  of  by  a  gentleman,  which  was,  that  a  few 
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months  agO|  after  a  long  discosrion  mod  macare 
deliberadoa,  we  pasted  this  law* 

Mr.  Cbairman,  what  is  the  tact  1  The  bill 
was  ktrodaced  on  the  6th  of  March,  read  the 
first  and  second  time  agreeably  to  rule,  and  eom- 
fflitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  sereoin.  On  the 
serentb,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  in  the  after  part  of  the  day. 
The  bill  was  under  discussion  in  the  Committee 
abotit  three  or  four  hours,  when  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  the  bill,  and  ordered  it  to  be  en* 
grossed  for  a  third  reading  on  the  eighth^  and  oa 
the  eighth  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatjrep;  only  one  day  intervened  between  (he 
da^  of  its  iatroduction,  and  the  day  it  passed  and 
left  the  Hoose. 

In  the  few  remarks  1  hare  submitted,  I  hare 
eantiously  aroided  personalities,  or  any  ezpres* 
sions  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentle- 
men, and  trust  that  a  correspondent  liberality 
will  be  measured  out  to  me. 

Mr»  RoBARTaoii,  of  Louisiana,  proposed  to 
strike  out  ihe  first  section  of  the  bill,  at  once, 
to  cftet  its  rejection — to  ascertain,  without  cir- 
eumloca;tioD,  whether  the  House  seriously  meant 
to  undo  at  this  session  what  they  had  done  at 
the  last. 

Being  informed  by  the  Chairman  that  such  a 
motion  was  not  now  in  order,  Mr.  R«  expressed 
his  regret  that  it  was  not,  as  he  was  desirous  to 
show,  that  he  at  least  would  adhere  to  opinions 
deliberately  formed.  He  agreed  to  the  position 
that  the  public  Toiee,  correctly  understood,  ought 
to  be  obeyed.  What  public  roiee,  then,  said  he, 
am  I  to  obey  ?  That  of  my  own  constituents. 
The  only  remark,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  thought 
proper  to  make  on  this  question  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, was,  that  the  rote  which  he  should  gire 
would  be  known  to  his  constituents  before  his 
election*  That  rote  had  been  before  them,  and 
no  objection  had  been  made  to  it.  The  roiee  of 
his  constituents,  therefore,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  not 
require  him  to  rote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  to 
which  they  had  no  objection. 

He  cooiessed^he  saldvthat  his  principal  object, 
at  the  last  session,  was  to  place  the  members  in 
the  same  reiatire  situation,  as  to  compensation, 
as  other  officers  of  the  Qorernment;  that  this 
House  should  not  be  considered  as  the  mere  are- 
nue  to  Exeeutire  appointments— in  a  word,  that 
the  nation  should  be  represented  in  this  House 
by  the  talents  and  character  which  ought  to  be- 
long to  it.    This  branch  of  the  Qorernment,  the 
Legislature,  was  placed  first  in  the  Constitution 
and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gtorernment,  but  had  be- 
come last  io  the  administration  of  it.    First  prin- 
ciples, he  said,  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  that 
place  which  Congress  holds  under  the  Constitu- 
tion it  ought  to  hold  in  the  administration  of  the 
Qorernment.    Looking  back  to  the  history  of 
the  Qorernment,  how  few  of  those  who  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  distinguished  by 
talent,  had  remained  herel    They  had  either 
gone  home  to  support  their  families,  or  had  gone 
over  to  the  Bxeeutire..    Whaterer  might  be  said 


here  in  contempt  of  money,  offices  are  more 
sought  after,  and  if  not  more  honorable  are  more 
honored,  as  they  are  more  or  less  lueratire* 
Deroted  as  I  am  to  the  democratic  branch  of  the 
Qorernment,  said  Mr.  R^  I  wish  to  place  it  in 
such  a  situation  as  to  hold  as  well  as  receire  its 
due  proportion  of  talent.  Hitherto  very  few, 
perhaps  none,  bad  considered  the  serrice  of  the 
people  in  this  House  as  one  to  which  they  could 
derote  themselres.  Mr.  R.  asked,  whether  it 
was  proper  that  in  this  Gtorernment  a  serrsnt  of 
the  people  should  be  better  serred  than  the  peo- 
ple themselres,  or  be  cherished  more  than  their 
immediate  Representatires,  more  than  the  branch 
more  essential  than  any  other  to  the  preserration 
of  our  liberties. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  dbposed  to  leare  the  act  of 
the  last  session  untouched.  He  did  not,  he  said, 
wish  to  go  before  the  people  of  the  United  States 
higgling  and  disputing  between  six,  seren,  eight, 
or  nine  duUars  a  day.  He  hoped  the  act  of  the 
last  session  would  receire  the  sanction  of  a  sec- 
ond rote  in  this  House. 

As  regards  the  instructions  of  the  people,  Mr* 
R.  said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in 
his  obedience  to  them.  If  he  were  fairly  instructed 
by  his  constituents  to  gire  a  rote  on  any  question 
of  expediency,  he  would  gire  the  rote  required, 
or  retire  from  their  serrice.  With  regard  to  any 
question  inrolring  the  Constitution,  he  did  not 
acknowledge  his  obligation  to  obey  instructions, 
bnt,  if  he  had  an  opportunity,  he  would  eren  in 
that  case  retire,  and  fire  them  an  opportunity  to 
choose  one  who  would.  Was  thb  public  opinion 
to  be  found  in  the  clamors  at  cross-roads  and 
popular  meetings?  There  was  a  mode,  he  said, 
in  which  public  opinion  could  be  expressed  to 
this  House,  and  the  people  knew  the  mode.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to  regard 
as  public  opinion  the  statements  of  the  newspa- 
pers, nor  as  expressions  of  public  opinion  the  re- 
solutions of  court-house  meetings.  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  duty  of  a  Representatire  on  this 
floor  ff  To  think  and  express  his  own  senti- 
ments, openly,  fairly,  and  explicitly.  If  a  man 
beiieres  his  opinions  correct,  he  ought  to  adhere 
to  them  ;  if  they  are  good,  they  are  raluable  to 
the  nation ;  if  liad,  they  will  be  harmless ;  for. 
being  known,  be  will  be  deprired  of  his  political 
existence.  Abore  all,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  owe  it  to 
the  people,  we  owe  it  to  ourselres,  to  let  them 
know  what  we  are ;  we  owe  it  to  them  not  to 
shift  or  rary  our  course,  to  catch  the  popular 
opinion,  and  thus  to  serre  our  own  riews  at  the 
expense  of  our  conriction  of  what  is  true,  and 
what  the  public  interests  require. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  not  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion about  the  competency  of  six,  seren,  eight, 
or  ten  dolisrs  to  the  maintenance  of  a  member. 
The  amount,  he  said,  was  a  sort  of  bed  of  Pro- 
crustes, to  which  we  might  accommodi^te  our- 
selres without  pain,  by  curtailment  or  expansion, 
so  as  to  suit  its  dimensions.  We  might  lire  on 
the  former  allowance— we  should  not  become 
rich  by  the  present.  This  was  a  point,  he  said, 
of  little  importance  to  hioi  in  a  pecuniary  point 
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of  view,  and  h«  pvesumed  any  ffenilemaa  io  the 

£[0086  might  make  with  truth  ue  same  dedara- 

tioD ;  his  only  motire  for  rotiog  for  the  act  waa 

Co  pUee  the  members  of  this  Houae  on  something 

like  an  equality  with  other  departments  of  the 

tSoTernment.    He  should,  he  said,  vote  against 

•Itny  proposed  modification  of  the  law  of  the  last 

session,  ffoing  to  reduce  the  amount  of  eompen-* 

•aation ;  for  it  was  in  Tain  for  gentlemen  to  talk 

mbout  honor  as  an  inducement  to  serve  here,  when 

it  has  not  been  sufficient  to  induce  membeis  to 

ceokain  in  this  House,  when  Sxecntire  appoint- 

'  ments  were  offered  to  them.    If  the  act  were  tc* 

pealed,  he   cared  not  what  modification  took 

,  place ;  if  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the 

repeal,  and  his  circumstances  would  permit  k,  he 

abould  certainly  feel  himself  bound  to  refund 

what  he  bad  received,  under  the  not,  beyond  the 

.  late  of  six  dollars  per  day ;  bat  voting  against  any 

repeal  or  modification  of  the  law,  he  should  not 

feel  himself  bound  to  vote  for  that  pnoposition. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  nest  addressed  the  Chair. 
For  one,  he  confessed  he  had  been  greatly  grati* 
fled  at  the  i^lf'respeot  which  the  House  had 
manifested  in  the  coarse  this  subject  had  re- 
ceived. He  did  think,  he  said,  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  he  would  not  say  an 
improper  but  an  unnecessary  degree  of  leal  had 
been  displayed  in  takins  up  this  subject ;  and  he 
bad  been  highly  gratinea  in  findinjg;  that  the 
House  had  determined  that  the  subject  should 
take  that  dispassionate  coarse  which  belonged  to 
its  character. 

He  did  not. agree,  he  said,  with  gentlemen, 
aeveialof  whom  had  expressed  an  opinion  on  tbis 
oacasion  and  on  a  former,  that  the  dissatisfaction 
e^reased  through  the  country  in  regard  to  this 
Jsw,  was  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  faction,  to 
demagoj^ues,  or  designing  men.  Some  of  it  per- 
haps might ;  but  when  we  find,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  even  in  those  having  no  intercourse  with 
each  other,  a  general  dissatisfaction,  we  are  bound 
to  conceive  that  the  people  are  really  opposed  to 
the  measure. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  a^eed  perfectly  in  the  -senti- 
ment, that  instructions  given  by  the  naople  are 

-  obligatory  on  the  Representatives.  This  was  a 
■principle  consecrated  by  the  Bevolatidn,  insepa- 
rable from  all  free  GbTemment,  and  which  he 
therefore  hoped  never  to  see  departed  from  in 
practice  under  ours.  It  was  indeed  like  all  other 
(general  principles,  regulated  by  certain  limita- 

-  tions.  An  instruction  to  violate  the  Constitution, 
for  instance,  is  not  binding.  Why?  Because 
the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people  in  the 
Constitution  is  paramount  to  the  expression  of 

.  their  will  in  the  form  of  instructions,  an^)  be- 
eaose  the  Representative  is  sworn  to  obejr  that 
paramount  wilL  But  on  questions  of  expediency, 
the  will  of  the  people  ought  to  be  binding ;  ana 
if  there  was  a  question  more  than  any  other  in 
regard  to  which  the  popular  will  should  be  obeyed, 
it  is  that  in  which  the  Representatives  are  called 
apon  to  fix  their  own  compensation ;  in  which 

.  they  are  a  party  on  one  side^  and  the  people  on 
the  other.    Every  consideration  of  propriety  and 


delicacy,  as  well  air  of  principle,  required  that 
where  the  opinion  of  the  constituent  in  regard  to 
compensation  is  decidedly  expressed,  it  is  to  be 
received  as  conclusive  and  itasMcUiy  obeyed. 
Whilst,  then,  iie  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  Mr.  C. 
saidf  it  was  immaterial  how  he  arrived  at  the  iriil 
of  his  constituents,  or  what  were  the  cvideBees 
of  it,  it  was  sufllcient  that  he  ahoold  know  it;  in 
all  cases  of  expediency  he  held  the  doetriaeof 
an  obligation  on  his  part  to  obaerve  the  insinc- 
tions,  express  or  implied,  of  his  eonstitoeots. 
Cases  might  possibly  nrise  in  whieh  he  should 
not  feel  himself  bound  by  iastnieiioBs  to  deviate 
from  the  course  which  he  conceived  to  be  cor- 
rect—'Where,  ibr  example,  important  fiscts  ex- 
isted, uMteriailv  varying  the  case,  of  which  his 
constituents  had  been  innorauL  In  anch  a  ease 
he  might  throw  himself  on  the  liberality  and 
justice  of  the  people  to  detemine^  onder  the 
whole  circumstances,  <whether  be  hsd  aeted  cor- 
rectly or  not.  What  is  the  will  of  the  people  of 
his  particular  district  of  his  eonslttnenti^  ooght, 
on  this  subject,  to  be  the  questien  for  ^rery  mem- 
ber. The  people,  Mr.  C.  said,  whom  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  were— he  noped  he  should  not 
be  accused  of  arrogance  in  Mjring  ae-^a.  peo- 
ple high-minded,  independent,  jeaMos  of  their 
honor  and  their  liberty,  but  at  the  same  time  lib- 
eral and  just ;  and  so  «iso  he  doohted  not  were  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  regard  to 
that  district,  he  believed  that  the  people  would 
be  satisfied  with  any  liberal  oon^len8atlon  to  the 
members  of  Congress,  that  should  not  he  extrav- 
agant in  iu  amounL  He  believed  they  would  he 
satisfied,  if  the  compensation  shonid  be  fixed  at 
ten,  eleven,  or  twelve  doUaie  per  day.  At  the 
last  session,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  stated  kis  pref- 
erence for.  a  daily  compensation  ever-  a  fixed  sal- 
ary or  gross  amount  per  session,  but  that  the 
reasons  urged  in  favor  of  the  latter  mode  were  so 
plausible,  if  not  convincing,  as  to  he  sqiicieat  to 
warrant  the  experiment  of  that  pLui  which,  if 
found  uasatisfiictory  or  inexpedient,  it  would  be 
always  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  vepeml.  In 
advocating  the  retnm  from  a  salary  to  a  daily, 
but  increased  oompensation,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  conformed  to  the  wiU  of  his  constita- 
ents,  he  did  not  vary  the  gronads  onvhiehhe 
had  acted  at  the  last  session. 

The  idea  of  the  salary  mode  of  eoaapenaation 
being  so  alarming  in  ilsoonseqoenoea^ashad  beea 
described,  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  a  very  novel  one.  All 
who  recollected  the  debaUs  in  the  eoaveaiioas 
on  the  Constitution— in  that  of  Virginia,  for  in- 
stance--«wonld  renumber  that  all  parties  had 
treated  the  clause  respeeting  the- compensation  of 
members  of  Congress,  as  eontemplatttiga  aakry, 
using  that  identical  phrase.  fiatrtcSL  Heniy, 
speakii^  of  a  salary,  hoped  that  the  meabsrs 
would  not  fix  their  salary  at  an  tmreaeonableieie. 
Mr.  Grayson  and  the  late  Qovernor  Tyler  tank 
the  other  side,  and  said  their  fears  were  that 
Congress  would  fix  it  at  so  lew  a  rate  ihat  only 
tbe  wealthy  would  be  able  to  defray  the  expease 
of  attending  Congress,  the  efilsct  of  whieh  weald 
be  to  lead  this  Government  to  aspeciasof  alifat- 
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;hy.  NdtwitlistattdiD^,  howerer,  that  the  idea 
)f  the  power  of  Congress,  as  they  deemed  expe- 
jient,  to  ftt  their  eompensatioa  in  one  or  the 
dther  form  having  been  coeval  with  the  iostm- 
tnent  under  which  they  act,  Mr.  G.  said  he  pre- 
ferred a  daily  compensation,  becanse  it  was  more 
timple,  more  conformable  to  the  usages  of  the 
States,  besides  being  more  equal  and  more  jnst 
n  its  operation  in  remrd  to  the  members  at  dif- 
ferent times.  For  alchdugfa,  if  we  take  a  series 
>f  years,  the  result,  as  it  respects  tfae'publtc,  will 
le  the  same  under  the  one  mode  mno  under  the 
»ther.  as  it  regards  the  members  serving  in  tbiit 
teries,  the  result  will  be  unequal,  the  member 
lerviog  in  a  Congress  whose  sessions  are  of  long 
luration,  reeeiring  no  more  than  him  who  senres 
n  a  Congress  ig^hose  sessions  are  of  short  dura- 
There   was  in  iiict  no  way  to  make  the 


ton. 


lompensation  perfectly  eqnal,  but  to  make  it 
laily. 

It  became  this 'House,  on  the  present  occasion, 
tfr.  C.  said,  to  deliberate,  to  act  calmly  and  con- 
lideratdir.  He  would  not,  he  said,  examine  the 
muses  c»r  dissstisfnction  from  M»ltte  to  €korgia, 
rem  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  remotest 
vest;  whether  it  had  arisen,  from  misconstrue- 
ion  of  the  act,  from  want  of  information  us  to 
he  coBSidemlions  whhsh  made  it  expedient,  &c. 
in  relation  fo  his  own  district,  he  had^reat 
)leasttTeio  atatin^-whathad  been  the  fact.  When 

went  ^home,  said  he,  Ido  not  recollect  having 
aet  with  one  solitary  itrdtvidtial  of  avydese  rip- 
ion  of  party  who  was  not  opposed  to  the  a^t, 
rho  did  not  on  some  ground  or  other  think  it 
n  improper  aod  unjust  Jaw.  But  after  it  had 
«en  discussed  and  exumined  whh  all  its  lights, 

did  not  find  {ss  far  as  I  recoHeet)'a  solitary  in- 
ividufli  who  did  not  admit  thatthe  aiQ^menta- 
ion  of  the  compensation  of  the  members  was  a 
Qst  and  proper  meastne.  The  result  of  all  that 
heard  was  a  conviction  on  my  mind  that  the 
leople  remain  dissatisfied  with  the  form,  but 
bat  n»ety-*nitte''out  of  sni  hundred  are  satisfied 
hat  there  ought  to  be  au  aogmeiftation  of  the 
ompeneation  of  the  members,  proportionate  to 
he  depreciation  of  taoney.  or,  what  is  the  same 
htog,  to  the  increase  in  the  price  of  commodi- 
ies  since  1789.  For  his  part,  then,  JAt.  C  said, 
le  had  a  disposition  to  do  justice  to  the  mem- 
lers  as  well  us  to  the  people.  If  the  compensa- 
ion  were  reduced  so  low  as  that  ncme  but  opu- 
eut  menoould  aspire  to  seats  lor  this  House,  the 
svil  predicted '  by  fhe 'fathers  of  the  Constitution 
iroold  he  rcniixed ;  and  all  theifiidttHng  class  Of 
wciety,  that  in  which  the  weight  of  talents  is  to 
to  found  in  this  country,  would'be  banished  from 
the  legislBtyre  councils. 

Mr.  C.  said,  thai  uudifr  such  Impressions,  he 
ihottld  vote -for  a -higher  eompettiiaiioo  than  six 
iollars  per  day.  He  fdt  indifferent  Whether  it 
should  be  now^ fixed mt  eight,  nine, or  ten  dollars; 
eonfident  whichever  sum  should  be  agreed  to, 
that  not  only  the  people  of  thedistrict  wbieh'he 
repreeeuted  "Would  approve,  hut  that  the  whole 
American  pOople  would  sanetiou  the  measure  by 
their  upprobuiiou.    He  diUbred  ffom  tn  honot^ 


able  gentleman  from  New  York  with  reeard  to 
an  increase  of  the  mileage.  He  thought  thAt 
also  ought  to  be  increased,  for,  he  asked,  who 
makes  the  greatest  sacrifice  in  coming  nere? 
The  members  from  the  greatest  distance  cer- 
tainly. If,  then,  the  mileage  be  Increased  in  the 
same  ratio  with  the  daily  pav,  the  greatest  benefit 
will  be  bestowed  where  there  is  the  greatest 
burden. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying,  he  did  not  think 
this  a  verv  important  question,  and  he  should  not 
therefore  longer  detain  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  had  thought  himself  bound  to  assign 
the  reasons  for  the  *vote  he  should  gi? e,  and 
should  vote  with  cheerfulness  for  the  sum  pro- 
posed bv  the  Committee,  or  for  a  higher. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  understanding  the  whole  mer- 
its of  the  bill  to  be  before  the  House  on  the 
present  question,  which  he  had  not  before  un- 
derstood to  be  the  case,  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
views  of  it. 

This'  question,  he  said,  had  assumed  a  charac- 
ter, had  put  on  an  appearance  and  quality,  which 
did  not  belong 'to  it.  As  such,  be  for  one  was 
willing  to  strip  it  of  its  borrowed  plumes.  That, 
if  a  sentiment  exist  in  the  public  mind,  it  is  im- 
material in  what  manner  manifested,  it  is  entitled 
to  weight,  he  agreed;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  the  sentiment  which 
the  gentleman  had  said  perFaded  the  whole  con- 
tinent, WHS  the  ruling  sentiment.  In  what  man- 
ner had  it  been  excited?  The  honorable  member 
had  said  that  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  however 
disconnected  with  one  another,  there  existed  but 
one  opinion  In  relation  to  the  law.  "This  country, 
said'Mr.  tl., is  or  wUs  bat  lately  divided  into  two 
great  parties,  which  possessed  complete  and  effi- 
cient control  over  the  press.  No  sooner  did  the 
liCw  of  the  last  session  pass,  than  both  parties 
started  in  the  race  of  popularity  to  run  down  that 
law.  To  this  fact  must  be  attributed  the  general 
seiittment  of  indignation  which  had  been  referred 
to.  He  held  in  his  hand,  he  said,  an  authority  on 
the  state  and  condition  of  Bogland-^«nd  here  we 
had  proceeded  pari  pOMtf-^that  by  means  of  the 
press  the  sentlmftot  Which  exists  in  the  heart  of 
the  body  pofitic  is  propagated  and  diffused  to  its 
remotest  extremities.  In  this  way  the  present 
public  indignation,  if  it  did  exist,  had  been  ex- 
cited. Qentlemen,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  spoken  of 
their  districts  |  he  would  speak  of  his.  It  had 
been  forsome  time  past  a  sort  of  ward  in  chan- 
cery, and  everv  constituted  authority,  from  the 
Pr^ident  of  the  United  States  to  the  printer's 
dcfil.  had  had  it  in  bis  especial  care;  and  yet,  he 
was  oold  to  say,  that  in  that  district  such  a  sen- 
timent as  the  Speaker  tepresented  to  prevail 
Tbrotrghout  the  United  States,  did  not  exist.  To 
the  cause  he  had  mentioned,  was  to  be  attributed 
(disgraceful  fact  I)  the  piiblic  excitement  which 
was  represented  to  exist.  The  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  R.  said,  were,  as  they  had  been 
represented  to  be,  a  virtuous,  high-minded  people. 
They  had  borne,  and  Would  erer  continue  to  bear, 
burdens  and  privations  of  the  most  enormous  and 
distressing-kind,  so  as  they  were  conrioced,  rightly 
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or  not,  thai  the  public  wetl  required  them.  They 
had  borne  the  embargo  $  they  nad  borne  the  mis- 
erable non-importation  system;  they  bad  borne  a 
long,  bloody,  destractive,  and  in  some  respects 
disastroas  nrar;  they  had  borne  with  mismanage- 
ment in  the  camp  and  in  the  Senate,  and  they 
would  ever  bear  with  it,  so  long  as  thev  belieFe 
that  the  intentions  of  those  clothed  with  power 
hare  been  honest  and  good. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  R^  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  money ;  that  the  whole  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  subject,  is  about  money. 
And  about  what  did  the  committee  report?  The 
subject-matter  of  their  report  was  money,  and 
what  other  subject  should  they  hare  spoken  of  7 
Would  the  gentleman  hare  had  them  talk  of  for- 
tification&  or  military  and  naval  defence,  of  roads 
and  canals,  or  of  the  National  Unirersity?  I 
hare,  said  Mr.  R.,  a  much  more  serious  fault  than 
that  to  find  with  this  report — that  the  last  member 
of  the  syllogism  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
major  and  minor.  It  is  true,  Mr.  R.  said,  (refer- 
ring probably  to  the  abeenceof  Mr.  WEB8T£R,the 
reputed  author  of  that  report  J  that  those  men 
who  come  irom  the  greatest  distance  to  Congress 
suffer  most.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  situation 
of  the  men  whom  we  follow  to  their  long  and 
dreary  abode,  in  this  place,  because  intelligence 
cannot  reach  their  abodes  in  time  to  draw  their 
friends  around  them  before  their  death  7  That 
we  are  bound  to  bold  the  opinions  of  the  people 
in  high  respect,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  agree;  but  there 
are  some  subjects  on  which  we  are  better  quali- 
fied to  give  than  to  receire  instruction.  Any  man, 
who  has  had  experience  of  public  life  in  this  place, 
is  better  able  to  say  what  is  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation  than  any  man  who  has  not  been  here ;  and. 
when  I  ulk  of  reasonable  compensation,  do  1 
mean  to  say  there  is  any  assignable  relation  be- 
tween serrices  on  this  floor  and  money  ?  None, 
there  is  none.  No  sum  of  mere  money,  taking  it 
for  granted  the  party  is  separated  from  his  wife  or 
children — ignorant  of  each  other's  situation,  when 
one,  or  both,  or  all,  may  be  struggling  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death — ^no  comjiensation  can  remunerate 
a  man  for  his  suffering  in  that  circumstance. 

In  that  part  of  the  country,  where  it  was  noto- 
rious that  wealth  was  not  accumulated  as  in 
others,  how  would  they,  Mr.  R.  asked,  be  able  to 
send  men  here  fit  to  struggle  with  the  wealth  of 
the  South  and  West  ?  For.  he  said,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  wealth,  as  well  as 
the  power  and  ulent  of  the  country,  was  travel- 
ling in  a  southwestern  direction.  Wealth,  and 
wealth  only,  would  become  a  passport  to  a  seat 
here.  He  asked,  what  must  not  be  the  arariee  of 
that  wretch  who,  for  (1,500,  would  sell  his  coun- 
try and  himself!  Look,  he  said,  at  the  compen- 
sation we  fire  to  the  common  sailor ;  look  at  the 
compensation  to  the  cs|>tains  of  our  Nary,  and 
to  the  field  and  general  ofiicera  of  the  Army,  and 
compare  it  with  the  compensation  the  law  of  the 
last  session  went  to  gire  members  of  Congress. 
If  he  thought  the  public  now  required  it,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  would  ?ote  to  repeal  the  law ;  but  nothing 
short  of  the  proposition  he  had  made  would  an. 


swer  the  public  aeatiment.  It. would  be  only  to 
forbear  tne  nay  of  the  present  aesaioD,  said  be, 
which  I  would  disdain  to  receive  under  thia  bill 
I  said,  at  the  last  session,  I  would  as  soon  be 
caught  with  my  hand  in  my  neighbor's  pocket,  as 
rote  against  the  bill  then  before  as.  and  receire 
the  money,  and  I  say  so  still.  After  dweilisg-  on 
the  adrantages  of  his  amendment,  Mr.  R.  retorn- 
ed  to  the  subject  of  the  bill.  Is  there  a  counury 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  he  asked,  where  the  offi- 
cers are  as  well  paid  as  ours?  He  apoke  of  the 
subordinate  officers,  the  military  and  naral  oA- 
cars  particularly.  Had  any  appeal  been  made, 
not  to  say  to  the  generosity,  but  to  the  prodtnili^ 
of  this  House,  in  their  faror,  without  being  faror- 
ablr  answered?  How  many  bills  had  jnased  to 
make  good  to  the  captors  of  ahipa-ol-war  the 
amount,  and  the  enormous  amount,  too^  of  TesseU 
destroyed  ?  How  many  men  in  the  iWTal  and 
military  service  had  been  derated  from  poverty 
to  afiiuence  and  splendor  ?  Arc  we  nboot  to  af- 
firm, said  he,  that  Representatives  oa  this  floor  ate 
the  only  degraded  caste  in  this  society,  when  the 
emoluments  of  military,  naval,  and  executive  offi- 
cers are  raised  to  the  highest  pitehl  Shall  it  be 
declared  by  ourselves  that  thisHouae,aa  has  beea 
well  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Loiusiaiia, 
shall  be  the  mere  initiative  school  for  Rxecutive 
appointments  I  Qod  forbid,  said  he,  that  the  time 
should  ever  come  that  this  House  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  mere  atepping-stone  to  other  oflices^- 
as  the  ladder  to  be  kicked  from  under  the  aspirant 
when  he  haa  attained  his  object.  I  have  always 
rmrded  a  seat  in  this  House— and  from  that  con- 
sideration have  rejected  overtures  for  a  different 
situation — as  worth  the  acceptance  of  any  man  of 
a  liberal  and  honorable  ambition.  The  qualifica- 
tiona  to  fit  a  member  for  this  House  ate  such  as 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year  will  not  jnirchaae* 
There  was,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  valuable  descrij»tioo  of 
men  of  excellent  talentSF-of  plaoters  and  larmers 
of  a  certain  mediocrity  of  situation,  who  could 
not  come,  under  the  old  compensation— which  he 
begffed  the  House  not  to  restore  to  the  statute 
boos,  unless  they  meant  to  make  the  station  of  a 
Representative  such  a  one  that  none  but  two  de- 
scriptions of  men  could  afford  to  seekit— the  opu- 
lent nabob  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  miserable 
political  muck-worm  on  the  other. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  another  objection  to  thu 
bill — that  it  contained  no  proviaioB  for  additioaal 
compensation  to  the  Speaker  of  thia  House.  [Mr. 
R.  having  been  corrected  in  this  impression,  co&- 
tinned  thus.]  He  had  beea  told  he  had  misap- 
prehended the  bill,  and  that  a  provision  to  aUow 
htm  twice  the  amount  allowed  to  other  members 
was  contained  in  the  bilL  That  eompensatioo. 
he  said,  was  not  adequate  to  ^the  character  and 
condition  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House. 
When  I  think,  said  he,  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  my  mind  natnially  re- 
verts to  the  Onslows  of  England,  and  the  Peytoa 
Randolphs  of  America.  I  look  to  a  man  who 
ought  to  possess  talents  of  no  despicable  sort ;  who 
ought  to  have  Parliamentary  law  at  least  at  his 
fingers'  ends;  who  ought  to  be  the  grave  and  dig> 
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nified  moderator  of  an  assembly  of  a  great  aod 
augast  cfaaraeter;  for  such  it  is,  and  little  they  do 
know  of  it  who  deem  of  it  less  reverently.  Never 
let  me  see  a  man  in  that  chair,  who  is  a  partisan 
on  the  floor  and  an  umpire  there.  The  Speaker 
of  this  Hoase  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
ought  to  have  a  compensation  commensurate  with 
the  dignity  of  their  stations.  Why  have  we  given 
to  Hull,  Uecatar,  Jones,  to  Scott,  Brown,  and 
other  worthies  in  the  public  employ,  ample  com* 
pensations  ?  Because  we  expect  them  to  live  like 
gentlemen ;  and  the  members  of  this  House  are  to 
five — like  blackguards.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  amount  of  annual  compensation  granted  to  a 
t>rigadi'er  was  double  that  which  is  allowed  to  a 
member  of  this  House.  If  he  was  wrong  in  this, 
let  it  be  stated. 

With  respeat  to  public  sentiment,  said  Mr.  R., 
permit  me  to  say  tnat.  in  that  ancient  and  respect- 
ible  State  of  -which  I  am  an  unworthy  member, 
in  indication  has  been  given  of  the  public  senti- 
DQent  which  I  hail  as  auspicious  to  the  course 
vhich  I  trust  will  finally  be  taken  here.  A  reso- 
ution,  soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  House  of 
Bargesses  of  Virginia,  had  been  popped  on  the 
lable,  by  some  eager  bidder  at  the  auction  of  popu- 
arity— whom,  he  knew  not,  and  cared  not — ex- 
}re8sing  strong  disapprobation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
i^ress  now  proposed  to  be  repealed.  That  honor- 
ible  body  had  acted  with  a  dignity  which  became 
hem,  as  they  always  have  acted,  and  he  trusted 
ilways  would;  they  laid  the  resolution  on  the 
able,  and  have  ever  since  refused  to  take  it  up ; 
ind  there  it  lies  nailed  like  bad  money  on  the 
ounter ;  and  with  his  consent  and  |rood  will,  so 
honld  lie  this  bill.  And  why?  Be  perfectly 
ppreciated  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from 
Leotucky,  who  had  brought  in  this  bill ;  but  it 
ras  not  practicable  to  act  in  obedience  to  that 
ubiic  sentiment,  on  which  the  gentleman  sus- 
ained  his  views  of  the  subject,  and  fall  short  of 
he  proposition  to  refund  the  excess  already  re- 
eived.  Mr.  R.  said  he  would  not  meet  his  con- 
tituents,  passing  the  bill  and  receiving  the  com- 
lensation.  I  will  not,  said  he,  touch  one  cent  of 
'our  money.  Since  I  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
lave  always  received  what  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
las  given  me ;  and,  if  it  were  necessary  to  appeal 
o  any  man  in  support  of  my  declarations,  I  would 
iring  him  into  court  to  say,  whether  I  have  not 
laid  to  him,  see  what  you  give  me,  make  it  right — 
>ut  I  never  did  (nor  will  I  ever)  count  one  cent 
[got  from  the  officer  of  this  House.  It  was  not, 
!ar.  R.  said,  for  six  or  ten  dollars  a  day,  or  for 
ifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  that  any  man  who 
lad  a  particle  of  self-respect,  would  sacrifice  what 
le  must,  to  come  here.  Grentlemen  come  here 
!br  honor — he  did  not  suppose^  he  said,  that  any 
nan  comes  here  to  take  a  point  of  ooservation 
lom  which  he  can  carry  on  more  securely  a 
jystem  of  political  intrigue. 

Who  would  have  beUeved — who  would  have 
believed,  he  asked,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  borne  all  the  privations  and 
losses  of  the  late  war,  and  of  the  measures  that 
led  to  it;  that  they  would  have  quietly  regarded 


a  national  debt,  swelled  to  an  amount  unknown, 
to  an  amount  greater  than  the  whole  expense 
of  our  seven  years'  war;  that  they  would  have 
seen  the  election  of  President  taken  out  of  their 
hands;  that  thev  would  have  borne  with  abuse 
and  peculation  torough  every  Department  of  the 
Government  and  in  the  commissariat,  dbc. — and 
that  the  great  Leviathan,  which  slept  under  all 
these  grievances,  should  be  roused  into  action  by 
the  Fifteen  Hundred  Dollar  Law,  as  a  ptition 
laid  on  the  table  this  morning  so  hanosomely 
called  it?  As  to  that  petition,  he  would  say 
nothing  of  it,  but  that  the  agents  who  manufac- 
tured and  sent  it  here  seemed  to  have  done  every* 
thing  but  read  the  law  in  question ;  for  the  prin- 
ciples stated  in  that  petition,  as  belonging  to  it, 
were  diametrically  opposite  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  trusted,  with  the  honorable 
Speaker,  that  they  should  deliberate  on  this  ques- 
tion witn  sobriety,  impartiality.and  dignity ;  not 
so  much  as  to  the  question  before  the  House,  as 
on  every  occasion  which  comes  before  this  body^ 
because  such  a  conduct  was  due  to  the  body  itself. 
He  trusted  that  this  House  would  pursue  one  or 
the  other  of  two  courses ;  that  it  would  permit 
the  matter  to  sleep,  aod  leave  it  to  be  settled  Jby 
those  who  rode  into  Congress  on  the  unpopularity 
of  the  law.  For  he  should  blush,  he  said,  that 
this  House,  actuated  by  public  sentiment,  should 
act  at  all  on  the  subject,  and  fall  short  of  making 
most  ample  and  complete  restitution.  For  the 
sake  of  the  character  of  this  House  for  consistencyi 
the  bill  ought  not  to  pass  in  its  present  shape. 
What  will  the  public  say  ?  These  very  dema- 
gogues and  infuriated  partisans,  what  will  they 
say  ?  That  you  have  made  a  most  ungracious 
lame  amende  to  the  public.  We  can  do  nothing 
properly,  said  Mr.  R.,  but  leave  the  subject  where 
it  is,  and  let  our  successors,  howsoever  and  for 
whatsoever  elected,  act  under  the  impulse  by 
which  they  were  cnosen.  The  fact  was,  upon 
this  occasion,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  those  who  had 
labored  to  excite  the  public  mind,  had  not  labored 
in  vain.  The  mischief  he  said,  was  done.  It 
was  thought  a  fine  theme  of  declamation,  and 
taken  up  accordingly  by  the  prostituted  presses 
of  both  factions  of  the  country ;  but  that  excite- 
ment had  in  a  great  degree  subsided.  Mr.  R. 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  preserving  the  char- 
acter of  this  House.  We,  said  he,  have  nothing 
to  give — we  hold  no  levees,  we  have  no  reiainersi 
no  clients ;  the  Representatives  are  accountable 
biennially  to  their  constituents,  from  which  ordeal 
I  feel  no  disposition  to  shrink,  but  which  detracts 
something  from  the  value  of  a  seat  in  this  House, 
or  we  should  not  so  often  see  members  vacating 
their  seats  here  and  taking  seats  in  the  other 
House ;  and,  if  members  of  this  House,  who  have 
served  their  country  with  fidelity,  are  to  be  bunted 
down  in  their  districts  with  every  little  matter, 
pertainins  rather  to  the  ministerial  administration 
of  this  House  than  to  affitirs  of  great  natioqal 
concernment,  what  will  be  the  consequence? 
Who  will  accept  a  seat  on  this  floor  on.  those  con- 
ditions ?    What  man,  he  asked,  would  come,  sep- 
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aratiog  himself  from  hb  famil)r,  to  lire  in  narrow 
uncomfortable  loggings  in  this  most  uncomfort* 
able  and  expensive  place  in  the  whole  world ;  if 
he  is  to  be  called  to  severe  account,  for  a  vote, 
not  upon  questions  of  war,  embargo,  taxes,  public 
debt,  dbc,  but  for  giving  the  Doorkeeper  a  hun* 
dred  dollars  extra  at  the  end  of  a  session,  or  be« 
catise  he  has  received  himself  a  pitiful  compensa* 
'  tion,  beneath  what  any  man  would  earn  at  anf 
profession  who  is  worthf  of  a  seat  here. 

One  objection  had  been  made  to  his  motibUi 
that  it  might  not  perhaps  be  in  the  power  of  etery 
member  to  make  restitution.  He  anould  be  sorry ^ 
he  said,  to  think  such  was  the  situation  of  any 
honorable  member  on  this  floor — ^he  believed  it 
Was  not.  If  not  in  his  power  at  present,  it  would 
be  to  every  man  hereafter;  and  he  would  hold  it 
as  a  debt  of  the  highest  dignity,  as  a  debt  of  honor, 
to  be  first  paid.  If  there  should  be  anyone  of 
this  House  in  that  predicament,  in  what  respect 
would  he  differ  from  the  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  debtors  on  the  public  books?  In  this:  that  he 
would  have  obtamed  the  money  he  would  owe 
agreeably  to  law,  honestly,  openly,  fairly.  If  such 
were  his  own  case,  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  if  it  went  to  the  last  particle 
df  property  he  had  in  the  world,  not  excepting, 
ilirther  than  absolutely  necessary,  his  wearing 
apparel,  he  would  refund  to  the  last  farthing  the 
excess  he  had  received  beyond  the  amount  he 
would  have  received,  had  the  law  of  the  last  ses* 
slon  not  passed. 

Mr.  Knco,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  immediately 
after  Mr.  Randolph,  and  observed,  that  he  felt  un* 
der  what  disadvantages  any  gentleman  rose  after 
the  honorable  j^entleman  from  Virginia;  bat  that 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  agreeing  with  him,  as 
to  the  course  which  the. House  ought  to  pursue 
on  this  occasion,  to  wit,  an  immediate  and  abso- 
lute  repeal  of  tne  compensation  law  of  the  last 
session ;  and,  if  agreeable  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, his  opinion  was,  that  the  repeal  should 
relate  back  to  the  beginnidg  (^f  this  session,  on  tha 
ground  that  the  law  of  the  last  session  had  a  sim- 
ilar retrospective  operation.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
Was  in .  favor  of  the  law  of  the  last  session ;  I 
voted  for  it ;  and  took  occasion  then  to  remark, 
that  I  was  not  solicitous  as  to  the  impression 
which  that  law  might  make  on  the  public.  Nor, 
sir,  shall  I  ever  be  solicitous  as  to  the  reception 
of  a  law,  provided,  at  its  passage,  I  deem  it  cor- 
rect and  expedient.  I  never  shall  attempt  to  feel 
my  way  through  this  or  any  other  House  of  legis- 
lation, by  beforehand  feeling  the  public  pulse.  At 
the  same  time  I  acknowledge  that  such  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  Government,  if,  after  the  passage  of 
any  measure,  it  becomes  generally  unpopular ;  if 
by  any  means  it  be  rendered  odious  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  that  is  a  sufficient  ground  of 
repeal.  The  inquiry  then  is,  is  thecompensa;tion 
law  of  the  last  session  unpopular ;  is  it  odious  to 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people?  I  think 
it  has  become  so.  To  decide  this  point,  I  shall 
not  rely  upon  the  intemperate  resolves  of  self- 
created  clubs  or  assemblies.  I  shall  not  trouble 
you  with  the  impotent  presentments  of  grand  ju- 


ries, however  in  other  respects  honorable ;  Aey 
had  belter  confine  their  acts  to  the  correctioo  of 
crimes  in  their  vicinity,  thin  to  extend  their  gra- 
tuitous labors  to  supposed  national  grievaoees, 
which  they  cannot  correct;  nor  shall  I  Swell  upoa 
the  ebullitions  of  factious  prints,  or  factious  dem- 
agogues, belonging  to  eitner  pany;  but  I  shall 
rely  on  solemn  legislative  resolves,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  people  themselves  in  the  election  of 
members  to  this  House.  Respectiog  these  legis- 
lative resolves  I  cannot,  wiiii  some  geotiemen. 
think  them  binding  on  the  Represeotative  in  all 
cases  whatever,  nor  with  others  esteem  them  of 
trifiioff  importance.  I  shall  always  receive  them 
with  deference,  as  valuable  and  authentic  sources 
of  information,  and,  when  not  against  the  com- 
mon dictates  of  my  own  mind,  follow  them.  And 
lam  happy  that  those  which  I  have  received  from 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  point  to  a  coofwt 
in  this  business  which  I  With  pleasure  adopt 
Many  other  States  have  also  instructed  their 
Senators  and  requested  their  Represeniaii res  to 
aid  in  the  repeal  of  this  law.  But|  sir,  the  people 
have  decided  this  point;  one-half  of  the  membt^n 
of  this  House  felt  tne  effects  of  that  decision — my- 
self among  the  vest.  Not  that  ihey  have  ukea 
from  me  anything  which  I  sought  after ;  not  that 
they  have  taken  from  me  either  property  or  hap- 
piness, by  depriving  me  of  a  seat  here.  No,  sir, 
they  have  by  that  act  restored  me  to  both — to  my 
profession,  and  to  the  ih  valuable  blessing  of  a  be- 
loved family.  Sir,  is  there  anything  in  a  seat 
here,  save  the  opportunity  it  affords  of  aiding  to 
advance  the  interest  of  our  country  7  Is  there 
any  other  consideration  7  Is  there  any  sum  whick 
could  induce  a  man  to  submit  to  the  privations 
which  members  on  this  floor  sabmit  to— priva- 
tions so  eloquently  described  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RAirooi.pa,>  from 
the  loss  of  the  society  of  family  and  friends,  to 
that  of  life  iuelf?  Sir,  I  have  personally  endured 
all  but  the  closing  scene  here;  nothing  but  the  re- 

?|uest  of  friends,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  lend  my 
eeble  aid  to  measures  for  the  good  of  oar  coun- 
try, would  induce  me  to  remain  another  hour  in 
this  place.  But  it  is  said  that  the  public  senti- 
ment is  against  the  mode,  not  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation. Do  you  supjrose  that  the  people  can- 
not distinguish  between  form  and  substance  ?  Do 
you  suppose  that  all  this  discontent  would  have 
been  manifested,  if  the  amount  had  not  been  aug- 
mented ?  Believe  me,  sir,  you  would  have  the 
same  objections,  if  you  had  added  two  or  four 
dollars  per  diem  to  the  former  allowance.  But, 
sir.  it  is  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  about  whick 
self-respect  might  forever  forbid  us  to  dispute,  i 
consider  the  law  of  the  last  session  as  an  apfxal 
to  the  American  people;  it  was  even  presumed 
that  they  would  applaud  a  provision,  the  teadeocy 
of  which  was  to  place  their  immediate  Represent- 
atives on  an  equality,  as  to  compeosation)  with 
some  of  Che  officers  of  Qovernment;  bat  they  de- 
cided this  appeal  against  usj  it  is  appeal  to  the 
last  resort,  and  I  most  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the 
decision.  I  have  nothing  to  ask.  nothing  to  ex- 
pect from  Government  or  people,  except  from 
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Qov^rnmeiit  lIiAt  piotectiop  of  Jife,  liberty,  ai|^ 
property,  whicht  asaa  Aioeripaa  citizeafl  hare 
a  riebt  to^eaaod* 

BatfSir,  there  are  other  coosideratioos  sioce  the 
passa^  ot  thi»  law,:whioh4hoMr  tbe  ioezpedieoey 
of  its  loDger  con  tiau^nce.  Hooorable  geo  tiemea 
remember,  that,  aa  aoon  as  tbe  law  passed,  Day«  I 
believe,  before  it  received  the  sigoatare.of  the 
President,  yoar  tabte.  was  crowded  with  petitions 
for  increase  of  pay  and  salaries,  on  the  ground 
that  membersy  having  increased  their  own  pay, 
could  not  reiase  to  do  the  same  for  other^  even 
where  there  was  not  the  same  equity,  as  in  the 
case  of  nembeta»  <  Hpw  difficult  was  it  to  say 
nay  to  these  apnlicAtioos  1  I  must  confess  to  you, 
for  one^  I  eooid  w^U  Restore  to  us,  then,  that 
indepeadeneil.  of .  deciding  on  all  cases  which  we , 
had  before  the  passage  of  this  law*  That  high, 
indepeildent,  honprable  grouiMix  on  which  Coa^ 
gress  oug\^  alwavs  to  stand. 

Anothec  eoofideratioQ :  one  reason  for  passing 
the  Janr  was,  that  our  compensation  had  been  foi 
looie  time,  aad  was  then,  paid  in  a  depreciated 
eorreocy.  Now,  happily  for  the  nation,  the  credit 
of  the  Qovernment  is  restored,  and  the  currency 
of  the  country  in  a  rapid  course  of  improvement; 
members,  will  na  longer  bedefcaodad  by  being 
paid  in  a  deprefBia|ed  medi<>QEU 

There  ia  another  consideration,  which  my  mind 
tlffiost  revolts  from,  stating.  Sir,  I  canoot  re- 
ceive from,  any  nan  or  bod^  of  meoi  anything  by 
way  of  compeDStatioo,  which  those  who  pay  or 
bffar  the  burden,  think  u^ceasoaable.  Dig,  thank 
Grod,  we  can,  but  to  beg,  except  from-  thee^  great 
Author  of  eyery  good,  and  every  perfect  gift  1  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed, 

It  has  lately  been  remarked'  by  an  honorable 
geutJemao  from  Booth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
to  whom  i  alwaya  attend  with  great  satisfac- 
truo,  that  this  House  is  not  the  favorite  with  the 
American  people.  I  do  not  know  that  it  ought 
to  be,  nor.thet  other  braojch  eiiher^  esqept  so  far 
as  ihey  oiaf  aid  the  Bsecutiveju  distributing  the 
good  things  of  che  Qoveromeoit  as  some  cooeider 
tbeui.  Liook  At  your  powers  under  the  Constitu- 
ttou  i  see  how  many  moje  opportunities  yoo  have 
to  oppress  tbao  to  Keii^v^  the,  people,  ai^d  I  f««>f 
the  fact  but  toa.  wiMI  a^stW^rs  the  theory  oC  thf. 
Guveriacneat.  Yotir  very  fii^^t  power  is,  "to  lay 
and  collect  uxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  eicises,'' ' 
which  y^o.^0-  with  unsparing. h9(p4 1  "  to  borrow 
muoey  on..the;e|edit  of  the  United  States,"  which 
po  wer  yo9.  at  iiaifs  ha?t  exhaust^ ;  '*  to  regulate 
coinwerce,"  wliioh youh^.^eaoiaetimes destroyed 
by  regQtatioii}  ''to  jesti^itsb  a. uniform  rule  of 
naiuraiizalio^ aiid.onifor?!,. lawsoq  the sul^ect. 
of  baDkrupicies^''  Yf^fi,  hf^ve  been  miich  more 
tiLxious..to  five  thie  freedom, of  .your  couauy  to 
foreigoeri^  than,  to  grant  freedom  to  the  oppressed 
of  yuur  own  citizens.  Yes,  sii;,  vott..have  passed 
iaw  after  law  on  the  subject  of  naturalization ; 
bo(  fur  a  long  time  have  mainialoed  the  silence 
of  ine  grafe  aa  lo  a  ^siem  of  bankruptcy,  as  to 
<h«  fvlief  of  yolir  owpipeople^  creditors  as  well  as 
<l<^biurb;  for  J  hold  tbata  cornet  ayatem  of  bank- 
ruptcy is  equally  beneficial  lo.bothilL  lAok,  too,. 


at  the  bills  reported  aj  this-  session,  for  what  hjafn 
bean  called  iotex n^  improveigneat,.  for  uniyersv^ 
ties,  roadsj  cuials,  and  various  other  object^, 
started  now.  merely  becai:»e  the  President  ha|K. 
peoed,  by.  the  miscalculation  of  some  inferior 
officer,  to  state  that  there  wasa  large  surplus  in 
the  natiotial  Treasufy-^you  pounce  upon  it  like 
birds  of  prey  upon  their  game.    Sir,  an  oversow* 
ing  in  the  Treasury  is  not  always  a  sign  that  the 
pockets  of  the  citizens  are  full ;  th?  reverse  is  too 
often  the  case.  Repeal  your  land  tax — brush  away 
your  various  other  internal  taxes— reduce  the  du- 
ties on.  importation  oae-half— pay  off  your  na- 
tional debt<^theo^  if  you: have  a  surplus  in  your 
Treasury,  apply  it  in  any  way  authorized  by  tbe 
Constitution,  which  shall  render  the  people  con- 
tented and  happy.    Remember,  the  greatest  in- 
ternal improvement  you  can  make  is  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  people.    Because  some  favored  re- 
gions, in  return  for  their  valuable  products— their  - 
cotton  and  tobtcco— have  gold  showered  down 
upon  them,  it  is  not  the  case  generally*    I  can 
point  you  to  other  portions  ot  our  country,  to 
others,  of  our  fellow-citizens  equally  deserving, 
who,  instead  of  the  ability  of  paying  the  heavy . 
dues  exacted  of  them  by  Government,  are,  at  thui . 
inclement  season,  surrounded  bv  their  suffering  . 
famiiiesr— their  cbildrea  crying  ror  bread.    Yes, 
sir,  a  region  which  feels  aa  little  the  benign  rays 
of  Government  as.  the  soil  iuelf  does  those  of  the 
blessed  sun  through  the  mountains  of  snow  which 
now  cover  it.     Do  you  expect,  then,  to  be  the 
favorite  of  the  nation,  unless  you  embrace  a  few 
of  the  many  opportunities  which  occur,  to  pro- 
mote the  direct  interests  of  the  people,  and  render 
them  contented  and  happy  ?  Aa  opportunity  now.    '. 
offers;  another  will  soon  be  presented  in  tbe  paa» 
sage  of  the  Bankrupt  bill,  to  do  justice  to  the  feel- 
ings and  the  expeoutions  of  the  American  people^ 
But  we  ate  told  that  our  consistency,  our  honor, 
is  at  stake ;  that  we  ought  not  to  yield  this  point . 
to  the  people.    By  wliom,  and  a|rainst  whom  is : 
this  contest)     The  Representative  against  his 
constituentftr^the  few  against  the   many«— one 
against  thirty-£ve. thousand  ?    The  issue  of  such . 
a  contest  is  by  no  means  donblful.    And  what  is 
the  stake  3    Whether  you  shall  receiTe  two,  or 
four,  or  six  dollars  per  diem,  in  addition  to  the. 
former  compensation^    Sir,  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
subject  of  a  moment's  deliberation.  Onthis  point 
I  beg  leave  to  inicodoce  what  I  deem  a  respecta- 
ble authority.    About  the  year  ,175^  a  bill  passed ; 
the.  Parliament  of  Ckeat  Britain  f^ft  the  naturali- 
zation of  Jaws.    I  mean  no  diarespeetful  com- 
parison-'-it  was  caUed,  the  Jew  bill.    The  nation 
was  in  a  feroMnt-r'cbureh  and  state,  supposed  in 
danger.  As  soon  as  Parliament  assembkd,  at  the 
next  session,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  repeal  oi 
the  obnoxious,  acu    A:  distinguished  member, 
(Lord  Lytlleton,)  who  had  voted  for  the.  Jew 
bill,,  made  the  following  among,  other  pertinent 
observations : 

^  Resolution  and  steadiness  era  sxoeUent  qualitiss; 
but  it  is  the  application  of  them  upon  which 4heir  valno. 
depends*    A  wise  government  will  know  where  to 
jiei4nawettaawb«etor6sist;  aad.theieisaosaser 
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mik  of  littlencM  of  mind  in  an  Admudftntion,  tluui 
obstinacy  in  trifles.  Pnbliewisdoni»onaomoooeanotts, 
moat  oondefoend  to  give  way  to  popular  exeUemeni^ 
aspecialfy  in  a  free  oonntry,  where  tno  homer  of  the 
people  moat  be  considered  aa  attentiTely  aa  the  honibr 
of  a  King  in  an  afaeolnte  monarchy.  Under  both  Ibnns 
of  gOTornment,  a  pmdent  and  booeet  miniatiy  will  in- 
dulge a  small  folly,  and  will  naist  a  great  one.  Not 
to  Toadisafe  now  and  then  a  kind  imialgence  to  the 
former,  wonld  diicoTer  an  ignorance  in  hnman  natore ; 
not  to  x«sist  the  latter  at  all  time%  wonld  be  meannem 
and  serrility." 

Mr.  HBNDRicKsstidyhe  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  last  session,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  bill  before  the  Committee  the  best 
possible  substitute.  This  bill  coolemplated  the 
repeal  of  the  law  of  last  session,  from  the  time  of 
its  passage.  That  this  bill,  then,  while  it  speaks 
the  language  of  repeal,  allows  the  members  on 
this  floor  to  put  their  hands  into  the  Treasury 
and  draw  the  proportional  part  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  which  will  be  coming  to  them  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Conmssional  year, 
to  the  time  of  the  pasn^  of  the  buL  That  there 
was  no  repealing  clause  in  the  law  of  last  session, 
and,  of  course,  nothing  else  was  necessary,  than 
a  bare  repeal  of  the  law.  The  old  law,  on  the 
subject  of  compensation,  would  stand  reriTed,  of 
course.  This  simple  repeal  was  what  he  wished, 
and  with  such  a  retrospective  view  or  operation. 
as  would  at  least  express  an  opinion  of  this  Hoosej 
that  none  of  its  members  shall,  or  ought  to,  re* 
ceive  any  compensation  during  this  session  agree* 
ably  to  the  pnnciples  of  the  law  of  last  session. 
That  this  retrospective  operation  was  objected  to, 
but  it  was  admissible,  on  the  principle  that  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  fix  their  own  compensation, 
and,  on  the  ground,  that  the  precedent  fixed  at 
last  session  was  in  point.  The  law  of  last  ses- 
sion had  a  retrospective  operation.  Mr.  H.  said 
that,  on  the  ground  of  the  public  sentiment,  he 
had  no  doubt.  That  the  puolic  sentiment  of  his 
district  had  to  him  been  fully  and  officially  ex- 
pressed through  the  medium  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana  i  that  the  Senators  from  that  State  had 
been  officially  instructed,  and  himself  requested, 
to  use  their  votes  and  influence,  to  have  that 
l^w  repealed^  and,  if  no  such  expression  of  public 
sentiment  bad  been  expressed,  he  should  have  no 
4oubt  of  its  existence.  There  was  scarcely  a 
man,  he  believed,  in  the  remote  settlements  of 
Indiana,  who  bad  not  heard  and  reprobated  the 
law ;  and  it  was  no  wonder,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  his 
constituents  disapproved  of  that  law.  Their  ideas 
of  expenditure  were  very  unlike  those  of  all  the 
Bastem  cities.  Six  dollars  per  dav  sounded  large 
enough  to  them.  Their  sources  or  wealth,  means 
of  procuring  money,  were  few  and  narrow,  when 
compared  with  the  commercial  opulence  of  a 
maritime  country,  or  even  the  independent  com- 
petency of  an  older  Slate.  They  were  rescuing 
their  country  from  a  wilderness.  Agriculture 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  the  produce  they  had  to 
spare*— their  corn  and  their  beef— in  the'  neighbor- 
hood of  a  plentiful  market,  bore  a  very  low  price. 
Mr.  H.  said  that,  while  he  would  not  contend  tot 


a  refunding  of  any  compensation  received  at  last 
session,  it  was  not  to  bepresnmed  that  any  had 
drawn  heavilv  on  the  Treasury'  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  it  irould 
ill  become  this  House  to  repeal  a  law,  beeanse  it 
was  wrong,  and  at  the  same  time,  practise  all  the 
wrong  which  that  law  authorizM,  to  the  date  of 
its  repeal.  It  would  be  holding  out  to  the  peo^^e 
the  semblance  of  doing  what  they  required,  when 
we  were  not  so  doing,  and  if  the  people  in  the 
passage  of  the  offensive  law  had  been  injored, 
this  kind  of  legislation  would  be  adding  insult  to 
that  injury. 

That  it  had  been  said,  that  lowering  the  com- 
pensation of  members  would  have  a  tendency  to 
exclude  from  this  floor  the  talentsof  our  coon trv ; 
but,  let  it  be  remembered,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
best  talenu  were  found  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion, at  a  time  when  no  eompenaation  was  cer- 
tain or  scarcely  probable ;  that  the  early  days  of 
our  Republic  wonld  be  an  abundant -teatimony  lo 
this  remark. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progreas, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


WsoHKSDAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  YancBT  preseated  a  petition  of  the  reli- 
ffious  society  of  Friends,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  praying  that  Congress  wiU  adopt  some 
measures  towai^s  colonising  the  free  people  of 
color  residing  within  the  United  States ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seaap,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Gabriel  Winter,  which  was  read }  when  Mr.  S. 
reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  to 
the  heirs  of  Eiisha  Winter, deceased;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  comlnitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

'  Mr.  PtcKCRmo  moved  (agreeably  to  notice 
given  by  him  yesterday)  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  further  to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  their  electing  deleeaies  to  Con- 
gress ;  which  motion,  together  with  a  Nil  there- 
with submitted,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  PicKsn- 
mo,  GaoBVBNOR,  and  Huoh  Nblboh.  The  bill 
was  afterwards  reported,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  soldiers  who  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  late 
war  and  died  before  muster,  the  same  pay  and 
bounty  as  such  soldiers  would  have  been  entitled 
to,  if  they  had  been  duly  mustered. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States,  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

THE  COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  act  changing  the  liiode  of  eom- 
penaation of  the  Senators,  Delegates,  and  Eepce- 
sentativoB  in  CoBgreaa. 
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Compemation  Law* 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  JoHNBOir,  of  Vimiiia,  uked  the  indulgenee 
of  theCbairiBio,and  throagb  him  the  iDdolieDce 
of  this  hoDonUe  body,  for  »  short  time,  whilst  he 
should  assi^  some  of  the  reasons  which  woold 
infloeoce  his  rote  on  the  question  nnder  delibe- 
ration. I  ask  not,  said  he,  the  charity  of  the 
House  to  be  extended  to  my  feelings.  I  disdain 
the  idea  of  relying  for  the  tranqniliitr  of  my  feel- 
ings on  the  forbearance  or  charity  ot  any  man  or 
set  of  men  on  this  ear(h.  As  I  hold  myself  per- 
sonally responsible  for  erery  sentiment  and  ex- 
pression which  I  utter  here  or  elsewhere,  to  erery 
man  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  a  gentleman,  so 
I  hold  erery  iadiFiddal  haTing  this  title  person- 
ally responsible  to  me  for  every  infraction  of  my 
rights,  or  violation  of  my  feelings.  I  have  fre- 
quently witnessed  the  aviditf  with  which  malig- 
nity and  cowardice  fixed  their  fangs  «n  the  vic- 
tim, who  would  patiently  writhe  snder  their 
torture. 

I  cannot  condescend  to  notice  the  stricinres  of 
the  member  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  RAifi>0LPH,)  on 
those  who  voted  against  tne  law  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, farther  than  to  say,  that  he  did  not  yester- 
day represent  tmly  what  he  said  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. He  did  then  expresslj  confine  his  felonious 
comparison  to  a  single  individual,  who  had  con- 
tended, in  argument,  that  the  old  compensation 
(wiz.y  six  dollars  a  day)  was  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  members  at  this  place. 
This  cannot  be  forgotten  by  the  member;  it  was 
attended  by  qircnmstances  which  render  it  im- 
[KMsible.  It  is  certainly  within  the  recollection 
7f  many,  very  many  respectable  members  of  the 
Elouse. 

Sir,  I  voted  against  the  law  at  the  last  session. 
[  received  the  full  compensation  to  which  I  was 
sntitied  under  it  as  a  member.  I  doin|[  this,  I 
lelieved  that  I  acted  with  -  pertet  integrity  and 
lonor ;  I  still  think  so.  In  point  of  honor  and 
lotegrity,  I  shrink  not  from  a  comparison  with 
iny  member  of  this  House,  or  any  man  in  this 
latioD. 

I  opposed  the  law  at  the  last  session,  not  from 
:he  miserable,  contemptible  motives  which  some 
)f  its  wara>  advocates  then  had  the  presumption 

0  attribute  to  those  who  voted  against  the  meas- 
ire.  Not  in  order,  as  has  been  insolently  re- 
narked,  to  creep  through  a  dirty  canal  to  popu- 
larity.   Not  with  the  view  to  seek,  through  such 

1  medium,  a  short-lived  popularity,  nuire  evan- 
escent than  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  dream.  I  am 
proud  to  believe,  that,  on  my  part,  no  necessity 
existed  to  conciliate^  by  such  means,  the  people 
ishom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  They  are 
too  intelligent,  too  independent,  and  too  honor- 
ible.  When  I  came  into  Coagress,  it  was  by 
the  triumph  of  principle ;  it  was  a  conquest  ob- 
tained by  the  people  over  cunning,  duplicity,  and 
fraud  ;  i(  was  a  voluntary  effort  on  their  i»rt  to 
l^et  rid  of  a  man  who  had  long  misrepresented 
their  sentiments  ahd  their  feelings.  It  was  their 
victory,  not  mine ;  a  victory  which  afforded  me 
pleasure,  not  from  selfish  or  personal  considera- 
tiims,  but  from  the  consolatory  reflection  that 
principle  had  triumphed.    When  the  election 


terminated  in  my  favor,  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  I  should  ever  be  able  to  take  a  seat  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  was  from 
home  but  once  from  the  time  I  became  a  candi- 
date, and  returned  to  the  district  in  which  I  re- 
side not  until  long  after  the  close  of  the  election. 
I  have  never  flattered  the  follies  nor  the  vices  of 
mankind.  It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  flatter  man. 
I  am  not  indifferent  to  popularity.  But  I  desire 
that  popularity  only  which  is  the  voluntary  tri- 
bute to  virtuous,  independent,  and  honorable  ac- 
tions; the  reward  for  services  performed  with 
fidelity  and  integrity — no  other  would  I  enjoy. 

When  the  law  of  the  last  session  was  under  de- 
liberation—-the  law  which  it  is  now  contemplated 
to  repeal— I  saw  and  felt  the  delicacy  of  my  sit- 
uation. To  be  called  on  to  vote  on  a  question,  in 
which  I  was  personally  interested,  although  the 
amount  of  interest  was  too  trifling  to  influence  any 
honest  or  honorable  man ;  to  influence  any  descrip* 
tion  of  persons,  except  some  miserable  mendi- 
cants, or  trembling  paupers.  For  what  man,  I 
ask,  who  is  fit  to  come  here — who  is  qualified  to 
represent  the  free,  the  independent  people  of  this 
nation— who  could  be  influenced  by  pecuniary 
considerations— who  could  not,  by  the  proper  ex- 
ertion of  his  own  abilities,  in  domestic  pursuits, 
benefit  himself  and  his  family  far  beyond  anv- 
thing  which  the  Qovernment  can  afford  or  ougnt 
to  gtve.  The  delicacy  of  my  situation  did  not 
result  from  a  doubt  as  to  the  course  which  I  ought 
to  have  pursued,  which  I  determined  to  pursue. 
The  question  was  no  sooner  presented  to  me, 
than  my  convictions  of  the  impolicy  and  impro- 
priety of  the  measure  assumed  the  force  of  intu- 
ition. Yet  I  knew  that  the  most  pure  and  hon- 
orable motives  were  ever  liable  to  misrepresenta- 
tion. Thatan  honest  opposition  to  a  measure  of 
an  impolitic  character,  especlallv  if  it  required 
anything  like  what  some  term  self-denial,  would 
be  attributed  to  a  base,  low,  and  contemptible 
mode  of  courting  po[)uiarity;  that  little  souls, 
bursting  with  malignitv,  would  be  constantly 
scattering  their  fllth  and  their  venom  round.  I, 
sir,  have  never  trembled  nor  cowered  before  mor- 
tal man ;  nor  have  I  ever  stooped  to  a  mean  act 
to  promote  my  private  or  my  public  interest.  At 
the  last  session  I  took  occasion  to  state  that  I  was 
satisfied  that  the  depreciation  of  money,  and  the 
increased  price  of  every  article  of  consumption— * 
of  living— -had  rendered  the  six  dollar  compensa- 
tion insufficient  to  meet  the  reasonable  and  de- 
cent expenses  of  members  at  this  place.  I  have 
uniformly  maintained  this  opinion.  I  would  then 
have  voted  for  a  law,  raising  to  a  moderate- 
amount  the  daily  pay  of  the  members  to  a  sum 
which  would  have  borne  the  same  proportion  to 
the  expense  of  living  which  the  old  compensation 
bore  At  the  time  it  was  fixed,  provided  the  law 
had  been  postponed  in  its  operation  until  the  4th 
of  March  next.  But  I  will  never  vote  fur  any 
measur'e  in  which  my  personal  interest  may  sub- 
ject me  to  the  imputation  of  being  influenced  by 
selfish,  sordid,  and  mercenary  motives. 

The  mode  of  compensation  presented  an  ob- 
jection which  was  irresistible  and  conclusive. 
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S?«rf  appropriatiaa  of  tbo  pn^lio  Trestory 
should  be  elear,  definite^  aod  certain.  No  mys- 
tery should  exist.  The  people  for  whose  beaefil 
alone  this  money  should  be  touched^  oughi  to 
hare  the  means  of  judging  with  certainty  as  to 
the  amount  of  expenditure,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  justice  and  the  wisdon  of 
the  expenditure.  The  services  rendered  by  the 
members  of  Congress,  by  the  members  of  eret y 
legi^latire  body,  are,  from  their  nature  and  char- 
acter, contingent  and  uncertain — depending,  on 
the  relations  of  the  country^-sometimes  on.  the 
prosperity,  and  frequentlv  on  the  adversity  with 
which  she  may  be  visited.  They  are  not  services 
of  that  character  which  can  be  fairly  nnd  prop- 
etly  compensated  by  a  fixed  annual  salar^r*  The 
various  niisrepresentations  which  have  existed  in 
reference  to  the  law  of  the  last  sesaion-«^he  law 
which  now  claims  the  attention  of  this  heaofabk 
body — which  has  obtained  the  serious  attention 
of  this  nation-^the  difficulty  which  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  the  people  in  understanding  its  pro* 
visions,  are,  to  my  mind*  conclusive  evidences 
that  it  .ought  to  be  repealed.  Why,  then,  should 
the  law  of  the  last  session  be  so  pertinaciously 
adhered  tol  A  law  which  proposes-  a  coopensa* 
tion  by  salary^,  when,  in  truth,  no  single  idea 
which  enters  into  the  complex  term  called  salary 
is  preserved  by  that  law*  What  is  a  salary  ?  A 
certain,  fixed,  and  determined  sum,  to  be  paid  at 
certain  fixed  periods— dependent  on  no  other  con- 
tingency but  the  continusnee  in  office.  Wheieas, 
the  salary  provided  by  that  law  depends  oaeev- 
erai  contingencies*  The  member  must  be  in  his 
plaoe  on  every  day  during  the  session,  or  must  be 
prevented,  after  takipg  his  seat^or  after  setting 
off  from  home  with  the  view  to  take  his  seat,  by 
sickness,  from  continuing  in  the  fiist  case,  or  in 
the  second  from  taking  his  seat,  to  entitle  him  to 
the  salary.  For,  if  he  is  absent  a  single  day,  or 
any  number  of  days,  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  either  with  leave  or  without  leave,  a  de- 
duction is  made  of  a  sum  equal  to  that  which  the 
absent  days  bear  to  the  whole  nuiober  of  days  in 
the  session  or  sessions,  if  there  be  more  than  one 
in  the  year.  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  do  not  know 
the  opinion  of  the  majority. of  the  people  in  the 
disuict  in  which  I  reside  on  the  sul^ject  of  this 
odious  law*  As  far  as  I  have  heard  not  mueh 
has  beeq  said  in  relation  to  it.  Thia  1  do  not 
attribute  to  the  Indifference  with  which  they 
haye  viewed  the  question.  I  have  no  doubt 
thev  are  as  sensitive  on  the  subject  as  the  people 
of  the  United  States  generaUy  are.  1  account  for 
it  on  the  ground  that,  they  know  the  course  which 
I  pursued  on  the  question— the  vote  which  I  gave. 
I  again  most  peremptorily  deny  that  my  oppo* 
sition  to  the  law  st  the  last  session  was  the  result 
of  that  miserable,  contemptible  policy  which  sev- 
eral gentlemen  nave  presumed  to  charge  upon 
those  who  have  opposed  that  measure.  Sir,  1 
will  trouble  the  Committee  no  loocer. 

Mr^  Ros8|  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  question 
under  consideration  was  too  agreeable  to  excite 
unpleasant  sensations;  because,  it  gave  every 
meiiiber  an  op^ctunity  of  speaking  uf  those  ob- 


jects most  dear  to  luakeait;  of:  htnaelf  nnd  bis 
coftstitueats.  It  is  a  trite  obaervmtioa,  that  the 
reason  lovers  «re  never  tiiecL  of  eaeli  other's  com- 
pany, is,  because  they  are  conetantlf  taJkio^  of 
themaelves.  The  sane  obeervation  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Repreaentative  and  his  constituents. 
They  are.  or  ought  to  be,  equally  aJive  to  the  in- 
terasc  and  reputation  of  each  other.  If  so,  it  may 
reasonably  he  expeetcdj  moek  will  be  said  on  the 
subject  under  consideration,  which  may  be  truly 
teraned  a  selfish  one.  He  said  his  eoaaiitueals 
had,  uasolieited,  re-eleoted  hin,  withovl  reqinring' 
of  him  any  other  pMge,  than  that  of  his  past 
conduct.  They  had  confided  to  him  the  free  and 
unqualified  righa  to  exercise  his  own  jodginent, 
after  a  fuU  hearing,  on  every  question  which  ought 
arisa  Such  generous  coiifidence,on  their  part,, 
at  a  tiflse  of  unusual  excitement  and  fermeat, 
deserved,  and  shookl  receive  of  htm,  the  most 

Erofound  regard  for  their  interest.  Their  appro- 
fttion,  next  to  that  of  his  own  conscience,  would 
be  the  only  boon  he  should  nspiie  nfter,  so  iong- 
as  they  continued  to  honw  bins  with  their  stu- 
frames. 

Be  said  he  was  not  sure  the  course  he  should 
puisue^  on  this  occasion,  was  that  which  was 
best  calculated  to  insure  to  him  a  lasting  popo- 
larity.  He  granted  it  was  in  nccordance  with 
the  present  prevailing  opinion }  but  he  recolleeted 
when  a  navy  was  unpopular  in  this  country,  and 
particulajrly  so  in  his  district;  when  he  was 
charged  wKh  political  heresy  for  his  adherence 
toi  tMt  establishment;  when,  instead  of  increa^ 
ing  the  Navy,  it  was  deemed  expedient,  by  its 
friends,  to  yield  to  the  popular  clamor  against  it, 
and,  at  the  cloee  of  a  most  onpopolar  administra- 
tion, to  pass  a  law  to  sell  a  part  of  that  which 
existed.  But  a  navy  is  now  the  favorite  of  the 
people ;  not  a  voice  is  raised  against  it,  nnd  its 
mcrease  is  loudly  called  for.  He  rejoiced  at  the 
change  of  the. public  sentiment  in  this  inaiance. 
But. may  not  the  opsaioas  of  the  people  undergo 
a  similar  change  with  regard  to  the  compensa- 
tion of  members  1  He  thought  it  by  no  means 
improbable.  How  odieus  was  the  United  States 
Bank  e  few  yeara  ago  amongst  the  Republicans. 
Whati  a  darling  isthe  National  Bank  now  with 
many  of  them.  He  said  he  made  these  observa- 
tions to  show  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  instahtlity  of  public  opinion,  to  oiake  it  a  rule 
of  aetioo,  and  to  acquit  himself  of  the  imputation 
of  being  actuated  by  a  desire  to  obtain  popularity ; 
a  desire  always  honorable,  when  it  can  be  accom- 
plished by  fair  and:  honest  means. 

He  said  he  couU  not  ngree  with  his  veneiable 
colleague,  (Mr.  Fiiwlby,)  who  seemed  to  think 
the  great  change  which  had  been  made  in  tAe 
represeniation  of  Peniisyiyania  at  the  late  dee* 
tion,  was  not  to  be  asenbed  to  the  compensation 
law,  inasmuch  as  seven  or  eight  members  who 
had  voted  aoainst  that  law  had  not  been  elected 
to  the  next  Congress.  He,  Mr.  R.  thought  the  com- 
pensation lawliad  prevented  their  re-election;  he 
was  justified  in  this  opinion  by  a  recurrence  tofocta. 
UnoiaaMg  IpOnsiry  had  biwn  made  use  of,  both  in 
and  ou  t  of  thia  Heusc^  to  identify  those  who  voted 
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agaiBst  that  law,  with  theae  who  voted  io  favor 
of  it,  as  equally  culpable,  if  oot  more  so«  For 
this  purpose,  la  PeoiMylvaoia,  on  the  4th  of  Jalv 
last,  a  (oast  was  draak,  and  eircaiated  with  aaaid* 
uity,  at  a  respectable  meetiog,  at  Which  it  wae 
said  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  that  State  presided,  with  a  nKwt  unhandsome, 
unjust  sentiment  attached  to  it.  If  he  recollected 
right,  it  was  this:  "The  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
compensation  law ;  the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the 
thief.''  To  the  dissemination  of  such  uncandid 
sentiments  may  fairly  be  aaoribed,  in  a  gremt 
measure,  the  failure  of  the  eleciton  of  the  mem« 
iers  alluded  to.  This  toast  should  not  have  been 
loticed,  hot  for  ita  accordance  with  a  more  ex- 
:eptionable  aeniimeni,  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
sen  from  Virginia  last  session,  and  reiterated 
luring  the  present  debate,  ^  that  if  he  had  voted 
against  the  compensation  law,  he  would  as  soon 
have  heen  caught  with  his  hand  in  his  neighbor's 
'  pocket  as  to  have  taken  the  money." 

Are  theae  sentiments  just,  when  applied  to  the 
)pponenta  of  the  compensation  law  1  Will  they 
l)ear  the  touchstone  of  a  fair  and  candid  examt* 
latjon  ?    Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen 

0  submit  to  the  laws  which  are  passed  by  a  ma- 
jority, however  injurious  they  may  be  in  their 
operation,  to  him  as  an  individual  ?  If  he  is  bound 
:o  suhmit  to  those  laws  which  injure  him,  may 
le  not  fairly,  honestly, and  honorably,  avail  him- 
elf  of  those  which  benefit  htm,  although  he  voted 
tgainst  them  ?    By  what  system  of  morality  is 

1  member  of  this  Iiouse  excluded  from  the  bene* 
its  and  adtantages  of  the  laws  passed  by  the 
najority?  Was  not  the  compensation  of  the 
nembers,  when  it  was  first  fixed,  deemed  too 
ligh  by  many  ?  Did  not  many  of  toe  then  mem- 
bers oppose  it  on  that  ground  7  Did  any  of  them 
el'use  to  receive  the  sum  fixed  on  7  Was  there 
iny  other  law  under  which  they  could  receive 
heir  pay  ?  Was  there  then  any  political  adven- 
nrer  hardy  enough  to  implicate  those  who  voted 
igainst  tha  law,  in  the  censure  which  attached 


thosewhohaveeommitted  political  suicide,  should, 
Sampson-like,  endeavor  to  crush  their  opponents 
beneath  (he  eeneral  wreck  their  own  conduct  has 
produced.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  made  these  observa- 
tions to  rescue  himself,  and  those  who  had  sin- 
cerely acted  with  him,  in  opposing  the  passace 
of  the  law,  from  imputations  which  were  onfaiiTy 
and  unjustly  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them. 

Mr.  H.  said  this  might  be  hailed  as  a  proud 
day  for  the  people.  Their  power  and  influence 
are  portrayed  la  strong  and  vivid  colors  by 
the  sincere  repei^iance  and  deep  contrition  of  ma* 
ny  of  those  who  voted  for  the  law ;  the  siocer* 
ity  of  which  waa  evidenced  by  their  anxiety  to 
be  foremost  in  undoing  what  they  had  hastily 
done  last  session.  He  trusted  the  people  woula 
receive  the  sacrifice  now  made  to  their  will  (the 
repealing  of  the  law)  as  an  ample  atonement. 

The  aif  umenis  urged  by  the  people  at  the  late 
elections  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  have 
been  and  are  more  convincing  and  conclusive  than 
anything  that  has  or  can  be  said  in  this  Commit* 
tee ;  and,  but  for  the  reasons  assigned  as  an  apol-. 
ogy  for  the  enactment  of  it,  though  not  urged  as 
reasons  why  It  should  be  continued,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  trouble  the  Committee  further. 

Mr.  R.  said,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  higher 
sum  than  six  dollars  per  day, contend  that  justice 
and  sound  policy  require  it ;  that  the  compensa- 
tion of  a  Representative  ought  to  be  such  as  would 
enable  the  virtuous  and  intelligent  citizen,  of  ev- 
ery class  in  society,  to  serve  his  country  in  the 
National  Legislature;  such  as  would  enable  him 
to  live  like  a  gentleman  when  here, and  maintain 
his  family  while  absent;  such  as  would  insure 
the  continuance  of  the  services  of  the  ablest  heads 
and  the  best  hearts  in  the  country ;  and  such  as 
would  put  him,  in  some  measure.  On  a  par  with 
the  other  officers  of  Government— make  him  in- 
dependent, and  place  him  above  the  influence  of 
Executive  jNttrooage,  which  six  dollars  per  day  is 
altogether  inadequate  to  do. 

These  reasons  are  plausible,  if  not  strong*  in 
o  those  who  voted  for  it,  because  they  received   favor  ofa  higher  per  diem^than  six  dollars.    They 


he  compeosation  ?  Was  there  any  other  law 
ban  the  fifteen  hundred  dollar  law,  (as  it  is  com- 
nonly  called,)  .under  which  the  minority  could 
lave  received  their  pay  last  session  7  If  the  law 
lad  been  popular,  its  opponeats  would  not  have 
[leen  entitled  to  any  of  the  credit.  As  it  has 
proved  uopopolar,  they  ought  not  to  incur  any  of 
Lhe  centre.  Let  the  question  be  examined  by 
Analogy  to  other  cases.  Will  any  gentleman  say 
that  those  who  opposed  the  National  Bank  (even 
under  the  belief  that  it  waa  unconstitutional)  were 
bound  by  honor  or  morality  to  decline  sobsicrtbing 
for  the  slock  1  The  gentlemanf  from  Virginia, 
certainly  wouhl  not,  b^ause  he  declared  his  de- 
ter mioation  to  act  otherwise.  Suppose  a  majority 
of  Congress  sfaoald,  in  a  fit  of  frenzy,  pass  a  law 
to  sell  the  unlocated  lands  at  six  cents  per  acre, 
instead  of  two  dollars,  would  any  one  say  it  would 
be  immoral  or  dishonorable  in  those  who  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  law,  to  take  out  warrants  un- 
der itl  But  it  is  an  old  proverb,  that  *<  misery 
lovea  company."  If  tru^  it  is  not  surprising  that 
14th  Com.  2d  Sssa.— 17 


naturally  suggest  the  question,  what  are  the  re- 
quisite qualifications  to  make  a  good  Representap 
tive  ?  The  answer  is  plain :  Wisdom  to  discern 
and  integrity  to  pursue  the  true  interest  of  his 
country.  Vv  ill  a  high  salary  or  a  greater  per  diem 
have  a  tendency  to  brinx  men  with  such  qualifi- 
cations into  the  National  Legblature,soouer  thaa 
the  moderate  sum  of  six  dollars  per  day  1  Would 
.  it  not  have  a  contrary  tendency  1  Would  it  not 
stimulate  every  political  adventurer,  who  had 
aothiag  to  lose  and  everything  to  ^n  by  secur*" 
iog  an  election,  to  supplant  by  unlair  means  th 
meritorious  candidate  in  the  confidence  of  tha 
people  ?  The  qualified  candidate  would  feel  too 
much  respect  for  his  own  character,  and  that  of 
bis  constituent  to  gain  their  votes  by  soothing 
their  follies,  or  flattering  their  vices ;  but  the  un- 
qualified candidate  would  be  all  things  to  all  men 
— be  wonld  affect  sanctity  with  the  religious; 
laugh  with  the  merry;  treat  the  avariciousi;  flat- 
ter the  vain ;  cringe  to  the  proud ;  promise  every- 
thing and  perform  aothing^nd  then  blame  those 
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wiMMe  popalsritjr  he  wished  to  destroy,  for  his 
fiiilure  to  accomplish  what  he  had  promised.  He 
would  nioe  times  out  of  tea  succeed.  But  leare, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the  pay  so  low  that  it  can  not  be  an 
object  worthy  the  porsoit  of  any  one,  aad  the 
people  will  look  for  the  best  qaalified  man  to  fill 
fhe  office.  He  will  not  seek  the  office ;  the  office 
will  seek  him,  and  it  will  find  the  proper  person. 

Q^tlemem  appelir  to  think  that  a  good  salary,  or 
a  handsome  per  diem,  is  essentially  necessary  to 
bring  a  respectable  representation  into  this  House, 
and  to  make  them,  when  here,  independent  of  Ex- 
ecutive influence.  If  so,  it  should  be  given.  But, 
when  did  gold  give  intelligence  to  the  head  or 
integrity  to  the  heart  ?  That  it  will  not  do  the  for- 
mer, is  proved  by  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand  Vll.; 
and  that  it  never  has  done  the  latter,  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  characters  and  conduct  of  Ba- 
con, Marlborough,  Dodd,  and  Grattan;— 'the  latter 
of  whom,  while  Indigent,  was  the  bold  defender 
of  his  countrv's  rights;  yes,  and  of  the  rights  of 
man.  His  fellow-subjects,  grateful  for  the  many 
services  he  had  rendered  them,  gave  him  £50,000 
gterling.  They  made  him  rich,  or,  in  the  lan- 
goage  of  gentlemen,  independent ;  but  they  para- 
iyzMl  the  patriotism  of  his  heart.  He  ceased  to 
be  the  elcHjuent  champion  c^  civil  liberty,  feel- 
ingly alive  to  the  miseries  and  affiictions  of  his 
oppressed  oountrymen. 

boable  your  Representatives,  said  Mr.  R.,  to 
hre  in  ease  and  affluence — to  contract  habits  and 
tastes  above  the  intelligent  part  of  their  constitu- 
ents, and  inconsistent  with  the  plain  republican 
manners  of  your  country— and  ypu  qualify  them 
to  become  the  panders  of  power,  and  the  creep- 
ing, cringing  sycophants  of  the  Court.  You 
cannot  by  your  laws  imbue  men  with  virtuous, 
independent,  stern,  and  inflexible  characters.  The 
laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  Qod,  aided  by  an 
early  education,  can  only  accomplish  the  object 
you  aim  at. 

But,  all  abstract  reasoning  on  this,  as  on  most 
other  subjects,  said  Mr.  R..  is  dangerous.  It  leads 
to  errors,  which  facts  and  experience  alone  can 
correct.  He  might  be  wrons  in  the  views  be  had 
taken,  bat,  while  he  retained  his  jiresent  impres- 
sions, he  most  act  in  unison  with  them.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  for  fllliog  the  blank  with 
the  lowest  sum  named,  which  was  six  dollars.  If 
this  sum  should  not  be  agreed  upon,  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  repeal  all  the  laws  fixing  the 
pay  of  members,  and  leave  the  subject  so  that 
the  next  Congress,  who  had  been  elected  expressly 
with  a  reference  to  this  subject,  should  be  obliged 
10  act  oft  it.  The  people  would  then  have  an 
opportunitv  of  testing  the  sincerity  of  those  whom 
they  had  elected,  because  they  professed  ao  entire 
opposition  to  the  compensation  law. 

Mr.  R.  said,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  to  refund,  would 
meet  with  his  cordial  support,  if  consistent  with 
a  proper  respect  for  the  integrity  of  the  represent- 
ative' character,  of  which  he  enter  taincNl  some 
doubts. 

But  he  was  admonished,  by  the  recollection  of 
a  fhvorite  saying  of  a  great,  but  ecoentrio  genius, 


that  words  are  the  eovnters  of  wiae  men  and  the 
money  of  fools,  to  say  no  more. 

Mr.  Babboob  said  that,  before  the  deeisioB  of 
this  question,  he  asked  the  indnlgeoee  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  he  very  concisely  stated  his  views 
of  the  subject,  end  the  reasons  which  would  ioflu* 
ence  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill  Bpon  the 
table,  baring  for  its  object  the  repeal  of  the  eom- 
pensatioD  law  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  that  law,  partly  for  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  vote  against  it  at  the  last  sesnoo, 
and  partly  for  a  most  important  reason  which  had 
occurred  since  that  time — he  meant  the  decided 
expression  of  the  poUic  opinion  on  the  safest 
When  this  question  was  before  the  House  at  its 
last  session,  he  said,  he  was  opposed  to  tiie  pas- 
sage of  the  law,  first,  beeapse  he  considered  the 
compensation  to  members  not  as  a  remuieraiion 
for  labor  or  personal  services — not  ms  aa  indemni- 
fication for  individual  sacrifice*— but  as  Intended 
to  defny  the  espeases  of  members,  iBcorred  by 
reason  of  their  situation  as  members,  i^  thoagrht 
it  was  obvious  the  compensation  could  have  no 
relation  to  the  individual  sacrifices  oC  the  mem- 
bers, beesuse  they  vary  with  the  varying  sima- 
tions  of  diftrent  members.    Some  genilemm  aie 
engaged  in  vocations  which  are  more,  others  in 
those  which  are  less  lucrative ;  some  ia  the  exten- 
sive practice  of  a  nrofession  yielding  them  a  very 
ample  revenue,  innmtely  beyond  the  amount  even 
of  the  compensation  proposed  to  be  repealed; 
others  in  pursuits  yielding  a  very  ineoB«derable 
profit,  perhaps  not  half  equal  to  the  amouat  of 
that  eompensation.    The  (idea,  then,  of  the  pay  of 
members  having  any  reference  whatever  to  this 
consideration,  would  involve  ihe  necessity  of  this 
admission,  that  some  must  be  remunerated  be- 
yond what  they  are  entitled  to,  whilst  others 
would  fall  as  far  short  of  that  standard.     This 
proposition,  then,  could  not  for  a  moment  be  sus- 
tained.   Nor  could  he  think  that  the  compensa- 
tion was  intended  as  a  remuneration  for  labor  per- 
formed.   Upon  this  80 bject,  he  appealed,  not  only 
to  the  practice  under  Hie  Federal  Government, 
but  to  that  whichpre vailed  in  the  nineteen  distinct 
Bute  governments  which  composed  the  Confed- 
eracy ;  and  he  asked  whether  there  was  a  Btnie 
government  in  the  Union  in  which  it  was  net  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  compensation  to  the 
members  of  its  Legislature  had  reference  only  Co 
the  paymentof  expenses^  This  idea  then  was  con- 
secrated by  the  usage  and  custom  of  the  oouatry. 
Headmitied  tbat,€Oo«idered  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  than  as  relating  to  the  payment  of  expen- 
ses, the  per  diem  allowance  of  six  dollars  was 
insufficient ;  nay,  he  admitted  that,  conaideffed 
even  in  that  point  of  view,  it  was  clearly  insdc^ 
ooate  to  the  maintenance  of  a  member  wicJi  his 
family ;  but,  considered  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
ses of  a  member  himself,  whick  he  said  was  in 
bis  opinion  the  true  ground  on  which  to  put  it — 
it  was  sufficieat  lor  that  purpose ;  he  said,  thni 
as  his  habits  of  expense  were  not  those  of  profu- 
sion, on  the  one  hand;  so,  on  the  other,  be  never 
ran  into  the  opposite  extreme;  he  thought  the 
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old  aUowanee  of  six  dotfecs  per  4iem  td^oats  to 
a  style  of  livings  whNsh,  while  it  e?oided  both 
these  extremes,  wee  eofofofftable  and  genieeL 
ADotber  important  reatdo  whkh  had  indaeed 
him  to  vote  agaio9t  the  law  of  tiie  last  session 
was  this:  that  it  embrseed  within  the  pale  of  its 
provisions  the  then  Consress  Jby  which  it  was 
passed ;  he  eaid  that  he  Anew  the  Constitniion 
had  conided  to  Congress  the  power  of  fixing 
their  own  compensation ;  tkis  wee  the  resiilt  of 
necessity,  as  there  was  no.  other  power  bat  the 
Legislature,  to  which  it  could  be  confided ;  bat, 
at  the  same  tiaae,  upon  tbe  ^reat  principle,  that 
no  ODe  ought  to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  case,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty,  even  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, of  being  impaitial  in'  such  a  situation,  be 
wished  the  law  lo  hare  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fit of  its  provisions  the  Congress  which  paaeed  it. 
Whst  added  great  weight  to  this  consideration 
was  his  knowledge  of  the  propensity  of  man- 
kind, whenever  welf  was  coneeroed,  to  impute  to 
those,  who  were  called  upon  to  net  under  such 
Bircamstanoesy  motives  which  they  never  felt; 
for  nothing  was  more  true,  it  was  a  melancholy 
truth,  than  that  maUf  though  utterly  tinahle  to 
search  the  heart  of  his  fellow  man,  will  yet  un- 
dertake to  estimate*  the  motives  of  all  his  acts — 
and  if  tbey  be  within  the  possible  reach  of  impu- 
tation, to  aacfibe  them  to  bad  rather  than  to  good 
intentiotts.  As  wtU  then  because  of  the  delicaey 
if  the  sitnation,  as  because  of  a  desire  to  avoid 
my  possible  imputation,  he  had  been  o|)pofled  to 
hat  feature  of  the  law  of  the  last  aeseion  which 
embraced  the  then  Congress. 

He  came  next,  he  said,  to  an  important  reason, 
which  had  yreat  weight,  and  indeed  would  of 
taeif  be  decisive  with  him;  he  meant  puMic 
opinion* 

Ae  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  procure  informa- 
ion,  he  ielt  no  hesitation  in  expressing  it  as  his 
ipinioD,  that  no  measure,  since  the  institution  of 
his  Gkivenamenty  had  excited  so  much  dtssatis- 
action,  as  the  one  now  proposed  to  be  repealed; 
ome  few  gentlemen  had  stated,  and  he  made  no 
lonbt  correctly,  that  their  constituents  had  not 
lomplained ;  but  with  these  few  exceptions,  he 
telieved  it  mif  ht  be  said,  that,  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  Union  to  the  other,  there,  had  been  an 
ilmost  concurring  sentiment  of  disapprolwtion.. 
Gteotlemen  mistake  if  they  suppoee  that  it  was  a 
uorm  raised  only  hj  a  few  factious  printers  f 
they  equally  mistake,  if  they  suppose  that  it  was 
merely  a  momentary  ebullition  of  passion  among 
ihe  people.  There  was  indeed,  sir,'  at  first  a  vio- 
lent excitement ;  gtotlemen  might  call  it,  if  they 
pleased,  a  storm-^bot  that  storm,  even  when  its 
fury  abated,  aubeided  into  a  fixed  and  settled  dis- 
sonteni  at  the  measure ;  from  a  free  communica- 
;ion  with  his  constituents,  he  was  enabled  to  say, 
that  it  met  the  disapprobation,  and  excited  the 
discontent  of  the  grave,  the  reflecting,  and  the 
deliberate;  and  such  he  believed  to  be  the  case 
with  an  immense  majority  of  the  American  peo- 

f»le.    With  this  impression,  had  he  voted  for  the 
aw,  he  should  now  vote  to  repeal  it;  having 
voted  against  it,  it  fwttished  an  additional  reason 


for  its  repeal,  beeides  those  which  had  influea^ad 
him  origfiaaliy  against  it. 

If  this  respect  were  not  paid  to  a  delibenUe 
expression  oi  public  opinion,  he  said  that  the 
practice  of  the  Government  wonld  be  in  direct 
nostility  with  its  theory,  and  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  founded.  We  were  sent  here  to  tep- 
resent  the  pneople.  If  then,  we  tanew  their  wishes, 
upon  a  pariieuiar  subject,  and  yet  did  not  pursue 
rhemi  was  it  not  a  solecism,  was  it  not  a  contni- 
diction  in  terms,  to  say  that  we  represented  themi 
He  thought,  as  had  been  said  upon  another  occa- 
sion, that  the  House  of  Representatives  ought  to 
be  the  ^  image  of  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
their  constituents."  Establish  a  contrary  doc^ 
trine,  and  there  is  an  end  of  representative  Gov- 
ernment. 

He  said,  be  had  been  gratified  by  the  deelara- 
tiqn  m^de  by  the  member  from  Kentucky,  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate,  that  be  meant  to  avoid 
everything  like  oxcitement ;  it  had  been  his  pur- 
pose, too,  not  to  have  uttered  a  word  calculated 
to  excite  the  least  feeling,  or  i^waken  the  laaat 
sensibility ;  the  subj^t  was  ofM  jof  sufficient  di^ 
ficulty  and  delicacy  io  itself,  without  adding  to 
them  by  the  course  which  the  debate  took  in  this 
House.  He  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
Viiginla  Jhad,  on  yesterd>ay,  made  use  of  an  ex- 
preesion  as  singular,  as  it  was  unwarrantable,  to 
this  efiect :  that  he  liad  as  soon  be  caught  with 
his  hand  in  his  neighbor's,  pocket,  as  to  vote 
against  the  biU  and  receive  the  money.  In  re- 
ceiving  the  compensation  as  fixed  by  law,  heaaid 
that  he  had  acted  as  he  thought  right — he  did 
not  owe  an  nceouat  of  his  conduct  upon  this 
subject,  either  to  the  gentleman  from  Virgiaja, 
or  to  the  House;  he  was  accountable  for  his 
conduct  upon  that  occasipo,  as  |veU  ns  all  etheis 
io  his  public  life,  to  another  tribunal,  to  his  con- 
stituents, to  whom  he  hoped  and  expected  to  jua- 
tify  himself;  if  he  did  not,  they  knew  their  reaii- 
edy.  He  would,  however,  make  this  remark, 
that  before  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could 
attach  blame  to  him,  that  gentleman  must  filtit 
do  what  he,  Mr.  B.,  certainly  should  not  do;  that 
is,  he  must  ascribe  improper  motives  to  himself, 
and  thoae  who  voted  with  him ;  because,  he  said, 
it  could  not  be  improper  in  him  to  receive  mo- 
ney, which  was  honorably  and  fairly  acauiced. 
Believjng  the  motives  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
law  tp  be  pure,  it  was  thus  acquired.  But,  he  > 
said,  he  would  not  pursue  these  remarks  further ; 
he  would  conclude  by  expressing  his  wish  that 
the  bill  upon  the  taUe  might  pass. 

Mr.  RAiii>ou*a  asked  leave  to  explain.  He 
hardly  knew  bow,  he  said^  to  express  the  disap- 
pointment he  felt  at  having  occasioned,  by  the 
lew  remarks  he  yesterday  expressed,  the  strong 
excitement  which  gentlemen  appeared  to  feeE 
He  recalled  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
original  declamtion  on  his  part,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  He  had  said,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill— when  it  was  impossible  to  know 
who  were  in  favor  of  it ;  when  the  decision  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  led  him  to  be- 
lieve that  a  very  large  majority  indeed  were  in 
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favor  of  the  bill — yes,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  say  a 
friori,  (and  be  repeated  the  assertion.)  that  he 
had  as  lief  be  caugat  with  his  haod  in  his  neigh- 
bor's pocket,  as  vote  against  the  bill  and  receive 
the  money.  And  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  to-oay  told  the  House,  that  this  sentiment 
the  people  have  ratified,. by  declaring  what  he 
(Mr.  R.)  would  not  here  repeat.  He  had,  he 
said,  at  the  last  session  and  now,  pronounced  a 
rule  of  action  for  himself;  he  had  not  set  up  his 
opinion  as  a  code  of  morality  for  others.  He  had, 
be  said,  a  right  to  his  opinion ;  he  was  glad  to  find 
his  opinions  had  influenced  the  conduct  of  one 
honorable  member.  The  declaration  he  had 
made  at  the  last  session— for  he  hardly  now 
knew  who  had  voted  for  and  who  against  the 
law;  who  took  the  money  he  was  profoundly 
ignorant,  with  the  exception  of  two  individuals, 
himself  and  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Tucker) — that 
declaration  he  now  repeated.  I  stand  on  this 
floor  (said  Mr.  R.)  under  circumstances  peculiar. 
It  is  a  great  while  ago  since  I  made  another  de- 
claration— I  am  really  reminded  sometimes  of 
the  exclamation  of  poor  old  King  Lear — 

'^  The  little  dogs  and  all. 
Tray»  Blanche^  and  Sweetheart,  see,  they  bark  at  me  T' 

Honorable  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  So  long 
as  I  stand  on  this  floor  uncorrected--[Mr.  Bar- 
bour here  rose,  and  begged  leave  to  ask,  whether 
the  gentleman,  in  his  Sbaksperian  quotation,  re- 
specting Tray,  Blanche,  dbc,  had  any  allusion  to 
him?  If  be  had,  he  should  like  to  hear  from 
himj  I  believe,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  am  entitled  to 
the  fToor^-I  am  under  the  correction  of  the  Chair. 
He  said  he  was  not  under  any  excitement ;  be 
had  risen  with  no  such  view  as  to  produce  it. 
He  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  btatiog,  that,  so 
long  as  the  presiding  oflBcer  of  this  House  deemed 
his  lansuaffe  parliamentary,  he  held  himself  re- 
sponsible for  it  to  no  man  out  of  the  House,  but 
at  his  own  will  and  pleasure.  The  Speaker  of 
this  House,  he  said,  was  appointed  by  the  House 
•to  preserve  decorum  and  the  order  of  debate.  So 
lonff  as  he,  said  Mr.  R.,  permits  me  to  go  on 
unchecked,  I  will  express  my  opinion  on  this  and 
every  other  subject,  without  restraint.  The  time 
has  gone  by,  sir— my  situation  as  well  as  the  sit- 
uation of  other  honorable  members  on  this  floor 
is  changed ;  the  time  has  passed,  when  I  might 
say  like  another  of  Shakspeare's  characters,  who. 
if  not  witty  himself,  was  the  cause  of  wit  in 
other»~when  if  not  great  myself,  I  could  be  the 
cause  of  greatness  in  others.  No  man  can  now 
raise  himself  to  eminence  by  flying  at  my  throat, 
or  barking  at  my  heels. 

It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  an  excite- 
ment  had  been  raised  on  this  occasion,  which 
unquestionably  he  had  not  himself  felt  until  to- 
day, if  he  felt  it  now.  During  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  he  said,  it  would  be  well  recollected, 
he  had  made  a  proposition  that  the  act  should 
take  effect,  not  during  the  present  Congress,  but 
at  a  future  time.  That  proposition  bad  been 
overruled  on  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  that  it  seeaied  to  him  more  proper  that 


each  Congress  should  assess  its  own  wages.  An 
observation  had  been  made  also  by  an  honorable 
and  venerable  member  from  Massachusetts  on 
that  occasion,  which  had  its  proper  weight,  in 
consequence  of  which  Mr.  R.  had  withdrawn 
his  motion.  But  was  it  not  competent  for  uny 
honorable  member  to  have  renewed  it?  Why 
had  not  this  vituperated  law  been  opposed  at  the 
last  session  with  more  energy,  eloquence,  and 
argument?  Why  had  the  opposition  been  re- 
served to  this  session  of  Congress?  Why  bad 
not  gentlemen  brought  forward  their  proposi- 
tions, and  put  them  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
journal  of  this  House  ?  Why,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
recollect  perfectly — 1  must  be  excused  in  vaying 
it— I  recollect  distinctly,  that  the  division  in  the 
Committee  of  tlie  whole  House  on  that  bill  was 
not  the  same  as  the  division  in  the  House,  and 
the  argument  at  the  fireside  was  unquestionably 
not  in  every  case  the  argument  on  the  floor.  I 
bring  forward  no  charge  against  any  member — 
but  the  fact  was  as  stated.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  savs  he  will  not  account  to  me  for  his 
conduct.  Have  I  called  on  any  man  to  do  so? 
I  have  asserted  my  principles  merely,  and  I  will 
maintain  them. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  risen  barely  for  the  purpose 
of  explanation ;  but,  being  on  the  floor,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  make  one  remark  on 
the  owervations  of  the  sentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, which  certainly  had  created  muck 
mirth.  I  had  hoped,  said  Mr.  R.,  they  would 
have'allayed  the  asperity  which  had  been  exci- 
ted, which  I  dislike  to  meet— not  certainly  be- 
cause I  am  afraid  Of  it.  But,  I  am  about  the 
close  of  my  parliamentary  career,  and  should  be 
sorry  to  go  out  of  the  world  out  of  charity  with 
any  man,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest— from 
Alpha  to  Omega.  I  should  wish  to  close  mv 
political,  as  my  physical  life,  in  peace  with  all 
mankind ;  but.  if  it  must  be  closed,  with  my 
back  against  tne  wall,  not  in  charity  but  in  strife, 
be  it  so  1— I  submit. 

Mr.  Barbour  said  that,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  he  had  this  morning  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee, he  had  reference  to  what  he  thought,  and 
had  called  an  unwarrantable  expression  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia ;  and,  he  thought,  had 
parted  with  him  as  lightly  as  the  occasion  would 
permit.  When,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  rose,  I  asked  the 
gentleman  whether  he  alluded  to  me  in  hia 
Sbaksperian  quotation ;  the  gentleman  declined 
an  explanation,  and  afterwards  took  occasion  to 
say,  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  responsible, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  House,  for  what  he  said 
on  this  floor.  On  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  B.,  I 
will  only  reiQark  that,  in  regard  to  a  gentleman 
having  thus  disavowed  responsibility  for  any- 
thing said  here,  it  is  not  material  to  any  one  what 
he  says. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  begged  pardon  of  the  House — 
he  begged  pardon  for  again  rising.  The  inter- 
ruption  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  beea 
unparliamentary — an  interruption  with  the  pal- 
lid face  and  tongue  of  passion  was  not  that  sort 
of  interruption,  Mr.  R.  said,  which  he  would  ac- 
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kocwledge  on  thb  floor.    No  man,  said  Mr.  R., 
has  a  rijfht  to  ask  me,  in  debating  on  general 
topics,  if  I  alladed  to  bim. .  I  am  addressmg  tbe 
Chair,  the  country,  and  tbe  House ;  and  no  man 
bas  a  right  to  say  do  you  mean  me?    Because,  if 
he  has,  every  man  in  tbe  House  has  a  rigbt  to 
get  op,  and  say  and  mCj  and  mSy  and  me.    I  spoke 
a  prwrij  said  Mi.  R.,  before  tbe  bill  passed.   Let 
others  make  rules  for  themselves.    I  never  called 
on  tbe  honorable  gentleman  to  give  me  an  ac- 
count of  bis  conduct,  or  of  bis  pay.    I  know  no- 
thing of  bis  money,  nor  bow  be  bas  expended  it ; 
nor  do  I  care.    It  is  a  matter,  as  be  bas  oroperly 
satd,  for  bim  and  bis  constituents.    What,  Mr. 
asked,  was  to  be  tbe  conseouence  of  this  kind  of 
admission?     It  was  not  for  bim  to  pursue  it. 
What  was  to  become  of  tbe  freedom  of  speech 
on  this  floor,  if,  so  long  as  tbe  Chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  or  the  Speaker  of  the 
Hoase,  did  not  think  proper  to  interpose— and, 
Mr.  R.  8aid|  be  bad  never  found  any  nackward- 
ness  on  tbeir  part  in  calling  him  to  order — if  a 
man,  speaking  bis  opinions,  talking  about  public 
affairs  in  the  general,  is  to  be  catehed  up,  be 
would  not  say  by  any  drawcansir  who  happened 
to  get  into  that  House,  but  by  any  man  who 
thinks  he  may  obtain  distinction,  or  show  his 
valor,  by  markinjg^  any  individual  on  this  floor? 
In  reffard  to  gettmg  rid  of  responsibility,  said  Mr. 
R.,  the  honorable  gentleman  may  place  that  on 
what  footing  he  pleases.    I  disavow  the  right  of 
any  man  to  rise  upon  this  floor,  and  demand  of 
me  whether  I  allude  to  him  when  I  make  use  of 
&  general  expression.    There  are  many  individn- 
etls  in  this  House  whom  I  do  not  know,  for  I 
never  met  them  in  tbe  House  or  out  of  it ;  they 
would  any  of  them,  Mr.  R.  iiitimated,  have  the 
same  right  to  demand  explanation.   He  was  very 
lorry,  extremely  sorry,  he  said,  the  matter  bad 
»ken  this  turn.  As  he  said  before,  although  there 
ivas  some  little  of  feeling  on  bis  part  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  there  was  notbine  of  passion. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said :  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
be  indulged  while  I  present  my  view  of  tbe  late 
sompensation  bill  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and 
ilso  my  objections  to  its  repeal  at  this  time,  al- 
thoush  I  should  still  prefer  its  modification  to  a 
per  diem  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars ;  as  it  would 
be  better  understood  and  preferred  by  tbe  people. 
Sir,  in  order,  distinctly  to  present  my  view  of  the 
subject,  1  must  be  permitted  to  take  a  review  of 
the  compensation  given  to  tbe  old  Congress,  prior 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present  Constitution. 
A  compensation  was  fixed,  by  each  State  Legis- 
lature, for  iu  own  members,at  a  time  when  money 
was  of  great  value;  when  the  finances  of  the 
States  were  humble,  and  in  a  body  where  tbe 
members  of  Congress  had  no  control.  That  the 
State  of  Maryland  gave  her  members  of  Congress 
eight  dollars  per  day,  and  the  same  Legislature, 
at  tbe  same  time^gave  her  own  members  two 
dollars  per  day,  which  she  has  long  since  increased 
to  four  dollars  per  day,  a  measure  justified  by  the 
depreciation  or  money,  asceruined  by  the  rise  of 
every  necessary  of  life— do  that,  on  the  passage  of 
the  compensation  bill,  I  really  felt  myself  ^uofi 


instructed  by  tbe  conduct  of  the  Legislature  of 
my  own  State  to  increase  tbe  compensation  of 
tbe  members.  I  never  conceived,  that  the  mat- 
ing the  compensation  commence  with  tbe  sessioni 
the  invariable  practice  of  tbe  St^te  Legislatures 
could  be  liable  to  reprehension.  I  therefore  felt 
myself  justified  by  the  example  of  Maryland,  in 
tbe  commencement  and  extension  of  tbe  compen- 
sation, also  by  my  own  knowledge  of  the  sacrifices 
I  had  made,  and  the  conviction  on  my  own  mind 
of  tbe  justice  of  gi vine  the  value  of  the  sum  fixed 
on  in  1789.  It  was  the  substantial  value  of  the 
compensation  I  felt  myself  entitled  to,  and  did  not 
believe  that  value  would  be  exceeded  by  tbe  com* 
pensation  bill.  Would  any  man  in  the  commu- 
nity be  satisfied  with  tbe  price  given  in  1769,  for 
any  article  of  life  be  had  to  dispose  of,  nay,  would 
be  not  laugh  even  at  a  member  of  Congress  who 
should  be  simple  enough  to  make  bim  such  a  pro* 
position,  although  backed  by  tbe  remark  of  the 
unchanged  state  of  his  own  compensation  ?  Sir, 
was  the  six  dollars,  in  1789,  considered  a  just  com- 
pensation  1  was  tne  value  of  that  compensation 
substantially  increased  by  the  late  compensation 
bill?  are  questions  that  irresistibly  force  them- 
selves on  the  mind,  in  tbe  consideration  and  jtiet 
decision  of  the  question.  Sir,  we  have  been 
charged  with  a  want  of  delicacy  upon  the  subject^ 
and  with  tbe  political  heresy  of  raising  our  own 
compensation.  By  tbe  Constitution,  it  is  expressly 
provided,  that  the  members  of  Congress  "  shall 
receive  a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be 
fixed  by  law."  and  they  of  course  must  in  tne  first 
instance  make  that  law.  Congress  in  1789,  in  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  thus  necessarily  and  con- 
stitutionally devolved  upon  them,  acted  a  mod* 
est  and  self-denying  part,  and  no  doubt  with  an 
eye  to  tbe  popularity  of  their  infant  Republic,  by 
reducing  the  compensation  from  eight  dollars, 
)ieretofore  given,  as  I  have  shown,  to  six  dollais 

ger  day,  whose  conduct  upon  that  occasion  justi* 
ed  tbe  confidence  that  bad  been  reposed  in  them. 
And  here  permit  me  to  remind  gentlemen,  that 
an  amendment  was  proposed  to  tbe  ConstitutioUi 
**  to  limit  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  increase 
of  their  compensation,  so  as  to  make  it  take  effeet 
only  at  a  future  Congress,"  and  that  amendment 
was  rejected  by  the  States ;  hence  it  appears  that 
tbe  very  objections  now  urged  by  the  Boston 
Hartford  Convention  gentry  had  been  overruled 
by  tbe  people,  who  were  not  afraid  to  trust  Con- 
gress, originall]r,  to  fix  their  compensation,  or  to 
raise  it^  when,  m  tbeir  discretion,  it  became  ne- 
cessary^ and  refused  to  tarnish  the  fair  fame  of 
their  own  Representatives^  selected  b)f  themselves, 
as  tbe  Constitutional  sentinels  of  their  lives,  their 
liberties,  and  tbeir  fortunes,  by  the  adoption  of  tbe 
amendment.  Sir,  at  tbe  time  Congress  fixed  their 
own  compensation  at  six  dollars,  they  fixed  the 
compensation  of  most  of  the  officers  of  tbe  Gkiv- 
ernment,  and,  strange  as  it  may  be  to  tell,  we  an 
charged  in  the  face  of  tbe  world,  in  the  passage 
of  the  compensation  bill,  with  raising  our  own 
compensation  and  leaving  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  Oovemment  as  they  were.  Sir,  I 
will  detect  and  expose  the  unfounded  calumny 
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Iff  f howioff  tbe  tftate  of  the  eoflapeosaikm  then 
glTen  to  the  retpeettve  officers  of  Qeverameot, 
sftd  thtfir  present  eompeoMtionfe.  in  1789  the 
compensatioli  to  the  PresideD t  was  fixed  ett wen tf- 
fiye  thoDsaod  dollars,  wheo  WashiogtoD,  the 
favorite  of  the  natioD,  presided,  with  the  use  of  the 
farttltore,  and  other  effeets,  then  in  his  possession 
helonging  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Adams,  at 
the  oommettcement  of  his  Administration,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  twenty-fiye  thousand  doilarfe  per  year, 
was  allowed  foarteen  thousand  dollars  for  his 
term  of  four  years  to  supply  himself  with'  farni- 
ture.  Mr.  Jrafer^n,  dtfrinff  his  Administration, 
was  allowed  alto  foorteea  thousand  dollars  for  tbe 
same  purpose.  Mr.  Madison,  sn  the  oommcnee- 
ment  of  his  Administration,  wasallowed  fourteen 
thousand  dollars  for  the  same  purpose^  and  after 
the  conflagration  of  the  President's  house,  an  ad- 
ditiottal  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  was 
allo'v^ed,  which  I  understand  has  not  been  expend* 
ed«  Thus  you  see  how  the  President's  original 
compensation  has  been  iifereased.  In  1780,  the 
Secretaries  of  tht  Departments  were  allowed, 
some  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  others 
thfee  thousand  dollars ;  those  of  the  first  class 
httTte  long  since  bean  allowed  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  those  of  tbe  second  class,  four  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  ^  thus  adding  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  to  eaeh  Head  of  a  Department*  In  1789  the 
sabnrtes  of  the  lodges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
established ;  to  the  Chief  Justice,  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  the  assodiate  Justioes^  three  thousand 
fLre  hundred  dollars  each.  Th^e  compensations 
wtte  predicated  on  the  labors  contemlioraneously 
assiffiMd  them,  which  have  been  reduced  one- 
half^  and  will  therefore  justify  their  present  al- 
lowance it  is  concdved  in  the  opinion  of  every 
nian  of  refledtioo^  who  will  exatnioeinto  the  oase. 
At  the  time  of  fixing  their  compensation,  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  divided  into  three  circuits,  and 
two  of  the  Judges  assigned  to  ride  eaeh  circuit, 
twiee  a  fear ;  and  tbe  Supreme  Court,  then  di- 
raetcd  to  be  held  twice  a  year,  al  the  Seat  of 
Qovernment.  This  was  soon  found  impracticable, 
and  to  defy  the  phvsical  powers  of  men  of  their 
high  stanaing  and  respectability.  The  United 
States  were  afterwardi  divided  into  six  circuits, 
and  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Suprcdie  Couirt  was 
assigned  to  each  circuit,  to  act  with  the  Judge  of 
the  district  as  a  circuit  court;  and  the  Supreme 
Court  reduced  to  one  session  per  year,  at  the 
Seat  of  €h>Temment  $  and  dow,  by  a  bill  on  the 
table,  it  is  contemplated  to  relieve  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  from  the  llibor  of  circuit 
Judges,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  high 
duties  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  they  have 
be^n  compelled  to  adjourn  before  half  the  im- 
portant business  of  the  nation  "Ms  finished,  in 
order  to  perform  the  less  important  duties  of  the 
circuit  court— which  bill  I  hope  and  trust  will 
soon  become  a  law. 

In  1789,  the  Attorney  Qeneral  wo  allowed  a 
salary  of  fift^n  hundred  dollars ;  in  1792^  four 
hundred  dollars  were  -added  to  his  salary.  In 
179T,fiye  hundred  dollars  more  were  added  to 
his  saiary .    In  1694,  hb  salary  was  raised  to  three 


thousand  dollars,  and  this  day  a  bill  firoas  the 
Senate  was  received  in  this  Bouse,  to  furnish  the 
Attorney  General  with  an  oifice,  ftael,  and  sta- 
tionery. In  1789,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
snd  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  liad 
each  fifteen  hfondred  doHars,  but  they  now  eaeli 
are  allowed  three  thousand  dollars ;  and  yet,  after 
the  increase  of  the  ooanensation  of  all  the  offi- 
cers of  Government,  and  of  many,  by  adding  t» 
their  compensation  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole 
compensation  allowed  by  the  bill  to  members  of 
Congress ;  and  after  permitting  our  own  compen- 
sation to  remaiii  at  six  dollars  per  day,  more  than 
a  qoarter  of  a  century,,  we  are  charged  by  dem- 
agogues with  raising  our  own  compensations  as^ 
leaving  the  officers  of  Gh>vernmeat  neglected: 
and  the  party  printers,  from  one  end  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  other^  have  beea  engaged  in 
fanning  the  unhallowed  flamci  to  destM^  tbe  lair 
fame  of  patriots,  {  will  not  say  worn  ont^  though 
grown  gray  in  the  ptd)Uo  service ;  who  had  just 
before,  by  their  exertions,  brought  an  honorable 
war  to  a  glorious  coaclnsion,  and  thereby  obtained 
for  this  natioB  imperishable  laurris.  Sir,  it  will 
be  recollected,  that,  twice  during  the  war,  a  pn^ 
position  was  made,  to  increase  our  compennuoa 
which  was  twiee  rejected,  abd  I  pcdectty  recol- 
lect myself  remarkiag^  '*  that  while  our  citiactts 
'  were  engaged  in  the  tented  field,  in  the  defence 
'  of  our  common  country,  we  ought  to  be  content 

*  to  fill  our  less  arduous  legislative  funetions,  for 

*  the  compensation  then  allowed,  but,  as  soon  as 
'  peaoe  was  established.  I  should  most  cordially 
'  concur  in  iu  increase^'*  Sir,  I  last  scsMon  ex- 
flressed  my  preference  of  raising  the  eompensa* 
tion,  by  an  increase  of  the  per  ibem,  though  lam 
satisfied  there  do  not  exist  any  sdlid  obketions  to 
the  system,  modified  as  it  was  i^  the  biiL 

Mr.  Jeflerson,  that  distinguished  statesman,  in 
his  Notes  on  Virginia,  advised  their  ooo vention 
to  adopt  such  a  system,  for  their  judiciary  and 
Council;  and  I  satisfied  my  constituentn,  that  us 
to  the  judiciary,  it  would  improve  our  judicial 
mode  of  compensation,  if  it  was  not  a  preferable 
mode  of  paying  the  members  of  Congress.  They 
admittad  that  a  member  of  Congress  ought  to 
have  as  much  as  a  judge  per  day,  «t  least;  as  the 
judae's  duties  were  more  at  home,  wherry  they 
coold  better  attend  to  their  domestic  concerns, 
and  were  not  subject  to  half  the  expenses  of 
members  of  Congress.    I  slated  to  them  the  vast 
number  of  cases  of  claims  against  the  United 
States,  which  could  not  be  sued ;  which  Con- 
gfees  had  Judicially  to  decide  ^ ;  and  the  vast 
amount  of  these  claims,  exceeding  in  value  ail 
the  controverted  cases^  before  all  the  judges  of 
Maryland ;  and  I  presented  to  them  the  last  re* 
port  made  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  show- 
ing the  number  of  days  eaeh  of  the  judges  of 
Maryland  had  attanded  that  year,  giving  in  no 
oase  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  per  day ;  and  I 
pointed  their  attention  particularly  to  the  coodh 
pensation  which  one  of  their  judgce  had  re- 
ceived, amounting  to  seventy  dollars  per  day— 
who,  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  had  the  temerity  to 
drink  the  toast,  "^The  Fourteenth  Congi 
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Charitv  begins  at  hDiiie''r*wliicb,  1  oaderstood. 
he  had  a  hand  iq  mkipg  too — and  I  iofornnfM 
ihem  that  the  district  judga  i4  Maryland,  who 
drank  and  aided  in  making  the. said  toast,  bad,  I 
had  oo  doubt,  never  receired  less  than  twentjr* 
ivt  dollars  per  day,  which  I  bad  endeavored  in 
vain  to  ascertain,  by  a.  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the 
distriei  conrt.  I  showed  theoa  also,  by  the  same 
report,  thai  a  judge  in  Baltimore  had  received  at 
the  fate  of  $140  per  dajf  for  his  attendaaee  the 
same  year.  I  reouirked  to  the  people,  that  if  a 
juryman  waa  absent  one  day,  he  lost  h'u  per  dienL 
and  thai,  peradventnre,  the  very  judge  who  baa 
been  absent  a  week,  receiving  bis  compensation 
as  fully  as  if  he  had  attended,  had  to  perform  the 
extraordinary  task  of  fining  that  juryman  for  his 
day's  absence.  I  remarkedi  that  1  represented 
:hirty-five  thousand  people,  who,  if  they  were 
lazed,  directiy,  to  pay  my  compensation,  would 
not  be  compelled  to  pay  four  centa  and  a  half  per 
bead— a  sum  not  equal  to  the  price  of  half  a  gill 
of  whi&key-^and  that  I  never  could  believe  that 
iuch  a  petty  sum  could  ever  induce  one  man  to 
iiscard  me,  whp  had  never  been  charged  with  a 
Mid  vote  since  I  haye  been  honored  with  a  sei|t 
n  Congress;  and  I  well  know  how  much  they 
ippreciated  ray  lau  conduct  in  opposing;  the  spfr- 
:ie  payment  bill,  which  had  saved  this  nation 
from  the  most  intolerable  oppression,  if  not  from 
i  civil  war.  And  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen, 
hat  my  remarks,  which  had  a  double  aspect,  had 
he  desired  effect.  Thus,  sir,  we  trace  the  clam- 
irs  against  the  coi|||>ensaiion  bill  to  th^  union  of 
uch  toa8t*makers  with  the  Knights  of  the  Liamp- 
liack,  who  ascended  the  whirlwind  to  direct  the 
torm,  and  who,  to  giaxi/y  their  political  parti- 
ans,  each  charged  tne  opposite  parly  with  the 
tassa^e  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  got  us  between 
wo  &es.  -Such  a  scene  waji  anted  near  the  Del- 
ware  line.  On  one  side  it  was  charged  on  the 
tepublicans,  and,  on  the  other,  on  the  Federal- 
its  ;  and  this  is  what  is  callea  the  evidence  of 
be  popular  opinion.  Sir,  the  liberty  of  the  press 
I  all- important  to  the  preservation  of  the  libec^' 
ies  of  the  people,  but  iia  licentiousneaB  is  bane- 
il  to  their  hyppipess  and  dangerous  to  their  lib- 
rties.  And  while  I  execrate  the  wretch  who 
an  pollute  his  press  by  the  envenomed  shafts 
•f  slander  from  behind  bis  masked  battery,  aim- 
ng  their  deadly  poison  at  the  fair  iame  of  the 
nost  distiiyuished  patriots  of  America,  I  am 
lound  in  justice  u>  admire  those  printers  who 
idopt  the  maxim-«iie  quid  fakit  dicere  audecU, 
le  quid  veri  rum  aiM2ea^-*and  hail  him  as  my 
ompatriot,  devoted  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Ibertiea  of  his  country.  Sir,  we  have  been  just 
low  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
ucky,  (Mr.  DsdBA,)  in  the  language  of  warning, 
vhat  are  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Ken- 
ucky,  and  how  all-iqiportant  it  is  to  repeal  the 
aw ;  that  they  were  not  satisfied  even  with  him, 
itbough  he  voted  against  the  law,  because  he 
eceived  the  money.  That  gentleman  just  in- 
brmed  me  that  when  he  left  home  corn  was 
wenty  cents  a  bushel,  ai|d  one  of  the  o$cers  of 
ihis  liouee  informed  me  when  I  arrived  here 


that  Indian  meal  was  three  dollars  a  bushel;  ao 
that  really  a  Kentuckian  was  little  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  compensation  necessary  to  suppoit 
a  gentleman  genteelly  here,  particularly  if  we 
could  believe  the  story,  which  I  always  thought 
fabulous,  as  to  the  luxuriant  growth  n  the  arti- 
cles of  that  country,  although  from  hiffh  authov- 
ity,  "  that  a  cane  stuck  down  to  mark  the  growth 
of  a  bill  of  ccrn,  had  been  forgotten  a  few  daya, 
and  had  itself  produced  two  nubbins  1"  And 
where  chickens,  pigs,  and  all  kinds  of  poultry, 
are  said  to  grow  spontaneously.  If  that  gentle- 
man had  been  so  kind  as  to  have  ffiven  us  tb^ 
warning  at  the  panage  of  the  bill,  we  ipiglit 
have  avoided  the  political  rock  on  which  so  many 
of  the  members  have  beetf  shipwrecked,  but  ui;^ 
fortunately  for  us,  upon  that  occasion,  that  gvor 
tleman,  and  most  or  the  gentlemen  in  the  oppot- 
sition  to  the  bill,  observeu  the  most  dignified  si- 
lence, and,  although  they  were  defeated  in  their 
opposition  to  the  bill,  they  appeared  tomato  be^ 
their  defeat  like  philosopbera.  He  tells  us  that 
the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  Congress  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  compensation; 
and  that  the  people  have  ipstructed  us,  by  a  gen- 
eral expression  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  bil), 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  obeyed.  Sir,  that  the 
hoaor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor  is  a  strong  inducc- 
inent,  I  readily  admit,  but  that  it  ouf  ht  to  be  cqi|- 
sidered  as  a  part  of  the  compenaatmni  i  cannot 
believe,  particularly  when  I  reflect  that  a  dish  of 
that  article,  however  elegantly  dressed,  even  by 
a  French  cook,  would  make  but  lean  diet. 

Sir,  I  am  constrained  to  remark,  in  repl)[  to 
gentlemen,  on  this  subject,  who  are  reprobating 
the  meaaure^and.thiisiaoulpating  themoelves— for 
they  all  took  the  money,  except  one,  notwith- 
standing my  advice  at  the  time  of  the  paitsage  qf 
the  bill,  when  I  proposed  that  a  clause  ahoula  be 
inserted  to  amend  the  bill  so  an  to  excuse  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  receiving  the  increase  of  the 
compensatian,  lest  they  might  be  subjected  to  th^ 
unkind  remark,  *'  that  the  receiver  was  as  bad  fia 
the  thief '-*and  who,  after  receiving  the  money, 
condemn  the  measure :  Mala  avu  9uo  qua  caeat 
in  nido.  It  is  an  ill  bird  that  defiles  its  own  nest. 
I  have  now  shown  you  the  principles  upon  whiok 
I  advocated  the  bill,  as  it  related  to  compensation 
of  the  members.  I  must  now  beg  your  attention 
to  the  great  considerations  of  State,  which,  in  a 
political  point  of  ?iew,  ought  and  will  have  their 
influence.  Our  Qovernment  is  composed  of  three 
branches,  the  Legislative,  the  Executive,  and  thJB 
Judiciary.  These  branches  are  coK>rdinat9,  and 
ought  to  be  independent  of  each  other.  Th9 
compensation  which  they  receive  is  directed  i|& 
the  same  terma  by  the  Constitution,  and  ought  to 
be  a  compensation  suited  alike  to  the  remunen^- 
tion  of  all  the  departments,  so  as  not  to  leave 
either  under  the  influence  of  the  other,  and  there- 
by endanger  their  respective  indepenaence.  The 
Legislature  holds  the  first  rank,  and  is  the  body 
assigned  by  the  Constitution  to  investigate  tfaje 
conduct  of  the  Executive  and  the  Judiciary,  in 
Uie  discharM  of  their  executive  and  judicial 
functions.    The  House  of  Representatives  \»  the 
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^and  inquest  of  the  nation  to  investigate  the 
offences  of  the  oflieers  of  Gk>Yernment,  and,  by 
impeachmeot,  present  their  corrupt  riolations  of 
the  law  and  the  Constitution,  which,  the  Senate 
are  directed  to  try ;  hence  the  necessity  that  the 

ale  should  possess  such  a  patronage  as  would 
the  ReprcFentatires  to  them,  and  secure  the 
honest  discharge  of  these  important  duties.^  The 
President  possesses  such  a  patronage  as,  in  cor- 
rupt hands,  with  a  corruptible  Legislature,  might 
•endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  ought  to 
be  guarded  against  by  a  retroactive  patronage  of 
the  people;  that  in  the  ratio  the  compensation  of 
the  Legislature  is  extended,  in  the  same  ratio  the 
patronaffe  of  the  people  is  increased,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  secured.  The  appointment 
of  their  Represenu tires  is  the  act  of  tne  people, 
and  the  compensation  to  their  Representatires 
the  only  patronage  the  people  possess. 

Sir,  in' the  inyescigation  of  tne  conduct  of  the 
President,  by  impeachment,  with  his  immense 
patronage,  by  members  so  poorly  paid,  what  might 
not  be  the  case,  in  corrupt  times,  with  a  corrupt 
President,  when  the  corruption  of  one  morothan 
one  third  of  the  Senate,  if  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  be  found  incorruptible,  would 
defeat  all  the  salutary  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tioo,  and  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people ! 
But!  sir,  it  is  worthy  our  consideration,  what  may 
not  oe  legislatively  effected,  when  we  see  the  Pre- 
sident of  this  widely  extended  empire,  possessed 
of  a  greater  patronage  than  any  potentate  in  Eu- 
rope, and  when  we  cast  our  eyes  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  see  a  nation  whose  Government  was 
once  the  boasted  palladium  of  English  liberties, 
and  which  was  as  well  calculated  as  a  kingly  gov- 
ernment could  be  to  secure  them,  if  executed 
agreeably  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  instru- 
ment, but  by  borough  elections,  and  the  patron- 
age of  the  Crown,  that  constitution  has  been  de- 
clared, by  Englishmen  themselves,  to  have  lost 
all  its  value  in  the  preservation  of  their  liberties. 
There,  sir,  we  see  the  Minister  always  enabled 
to  lead  a  majority,  by  the  power  of  the  Crown^  to 
appoint  the  members  of  Parliament  (who  receive 
no  compensation  as  members)  to  office,  to  be  held 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  and  who  are 
thereby  as  easily  led  by  the  Minister,  as  a  herds- 
man would  lead  his  pigs  with  a  basket  of  corn. 
And  here,  although  a  member  of  Congress  can- 
not hold  an  office  while  he  is  a  member,  bis  friend, 
by  his  influence,  might,  and  even  to  the  mem- 
ber's own  benefit ;  or  he  himself  might  be  appointed 
to  office,  and,  on  residing  his  seat,  might  hold 
the  same.  This  bill,  sir,  securing  the  small  pat- 
ronage of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year,  and 
with  it  the  devotion  of  the  Representative  to  the 
people^  is  now  proposed  to  be  repealed,  as  being 
obnoxious  to  the  people,  and  we  are  told  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
people  from  the  mountains  of  that  State  have  in- 
structed him.  I  am  satisfied  of  that  fact ;  but  I 
have  no  doubt  their  instructions  have  been  pre- 
dicated upon  the  misrepresentation  of  the  mean- 
lag  of  the  hiw,  from  the  false  clamors  in  circula- 
tion by  the  typographical  gentry,  who  have  made 


them  believe  that  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  wis 
to  be  paid,  even  if  the  members  never  attended  a 
single  day }  and  I  much  doubt  whether  they  ever 
saw  the  law,  or  whether,  if  they  had,  they  could 
understand  it,  unless  it  was  translated  into  Dateh. 
As  to  my  own  district,  I  am  satisfied  they  wish 
their  Representative  to  receive  the  full  value  of 
the  six  dollars,  at  the  time  it  was  originally  fixed. 
My  successor  approved  of  such  an  tncrenM,  and 
his  Federal  competitor  was  the  only^  man  I  evct 
heard  publicly  declare,  in  that  district,  that  six 
dollars  was  enough,  but  his  declaration  had  not 
there  ito  intended  effect.  Sir,  I  am  so  well  satis- 
fied that  the  people  do  not  wish  to  pay  their  Re- 
presentatives less  than  was  fixed  by  the  Congress 
of  1789,  that  they  never  were  dissatisfied  with  that 
sum,  and  that  they  are  too  just  to  hxAd  their  Re- 
presentative to  a  nominal  sum,  in  discharge  of  a 
real  one,  that  all  that  is  necessary  to  their  giving 
a  just  judgment,  is  to  be  perfectly  in  possession 
ol  the  evidence,  of  which  this  discussion  will  pos- 
sess them ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  any  ppioioa  the 
people  may  be  presumed  to  have  given,  has  been 

Produced  oy  false  clamor,  and  misrepresentation, 
therefore  propose  an  appeal  from  the  o^aion  of 
the  sovereign  people,  irriuted  and  minnformed, 
to  the  same  people  correctly  informed  and  in  eood 
temper.    We  have  heard  of  the  appeal  from  King 
Philip  asleep  to  King  Philip  awaxe,  and  therefore 
we  have  a  sovereign  precedent  for  it.    Sir,  I  am 
satisfied  of  the  issue  of  this  appeal,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  libel  upon  the  people,  to  charge  them, 
with  a  disposition  to  pay  their  members  of  Con- 
gress less  than  the  real  value  of  the  compensation, 
at  the  time  it  was  fixed.    And  I  would  ask  my 
honorable  colleague  from  Baltimore,  whom  I  un- 
derstand stands  quati  instructed  to  repeal  the  law, 
whether  every  necessity  of  life,  compared  with 
the  like  articles  in  1789,  do  not  bear  two  or  three 
prices,  and  whether  he  would  not  regard  it  as  a 
libel  on  his  constituents,  if  they  were  charged 
with  compelling  their  neighbors  to  take  for  any 
article  they  had  for  mle  t£e  same  nominal  price 
it  bore  in  1789.    And  I  call  on  my  highly  re- 
spected friend  from  Virginia  f  Mr.  Barboue)  to 
say,  if  he  was  called  on  to  decioe  such  a  questtOD, 
between  two  neiffhbor&  whether  he  could  with.- 
out  a  violation  of  his  nonor  and  his  conscience 
decide  that  six  dollars  now  should  be  received  for 
an  article  worth  six  dollars  in  1789,  which  would 
now  command  two  or  three  times  that  sum,  and 
whether  he  will  deny,  to  his  compeers,  on  thim 
fioor,  that  measure  ot  justice  he  would  blnh  to 
deny  to  a  neighbor?    I  entreat  honorable  gentle- 
men to  dismount  from  their  popular  hobby  horses, 
on  which  they  have  rode  into  this  House,  and 
let  go  the  reins^  and  take  hold  of  the  reins  of  rea- 
son, and  do  justice  to  themselves,  and  to  the  Hoase. 
Sir,  if  I  have  discovered  too  much  ardor  in  the 
discussion  of  this  subject,  I  shall  rely  on  the  Ro- 
man apology  for  my  excuse— "^yaraefule  eittiitia, 
regere  non  potte  impetum?^    It  is  the  fault  of 

South,  that  it  cannot  govern  its  own  violence, 
lir^  after  thanking  you,  and  the  House  for  their 
poitte  attention  and  urbanity,  I  will  conelade,  by 
ienurkittg,that  I  am  as  much  devoted  to  the  peo- 
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pie  as  any  man  onight  to  be.  I  almiys  bow  with 
submission  to  their  will<-*I  ioforroed  my  constit- 
ueotSj  whatever  instructions  they  -gave  me  I 
would  obey,  or  resign  my  seat— I  have  no  in- 
struetions<^I  therefore  shall  be  gratified  that  this 
subject  should  be  postponed  to  the  next  session, 
in  which  I  hare  no  interest ;  when  the  members 
of  Congress  will  come  to  this  House  from  the 
bosom  of  their  country,  and  from  erery  part  of  it, 
correctly  informedi  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
which,  in  a  Republican  Gk>Yemment,  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  the  supreme  law. 

Mr.  Flbtcbbr,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  repealing  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  changing  the  mode  of  compensation  to 
the  members  of  Congress.  The  people  consider 
the  mode  as  well  as  the  amount  objectionable, 
ind  that  was  a  sufficient  inducement  for  him  to 
rote  for  its  repeal.  We  have  heard,  said  Mr.  F^ 
that  the  Yoiee  of  the  people  was  not  to  be  regardea 
on  this  oeeasion ;  but  I  hold  myself  responsible 
to  my  constituents,  and,  knowing  their  wishes,  I 
feel  bound,  by  every  moml  as  well  as  every  poli- 
tical tie,  to  carry  that  will  into  effect.  The  right 
)f  tbe  people  to  instruct  their  Representatives,  is 
9ne  that  I  hold  as  sacred  as  any  other  principle 
in  this  Government ;  the  people  will  be  obeyed; 
On  ordinary  oecasions  they  do  not  interfere  in 
the  legislation  of  the  eountry-4eaving  their  Rep- 
resentatives to  act  from  their  best  judgment,  be** 
muse  they  are  a  liberal  and  a  patriotic  people ; 
)ut,  when  they  do  interfere  and  speak,  their  voiee 
ihould  be  obeyed ;— others  may  act  so  incto- 
lendent  as  to  disobey  the  voice  of  their  consti- 
uents— he  should  take  a  jfleasure  in  a  different 
course.  With  some  exciting  causes  not  neces- 
tary  to  be  detailed,  it  was  not  remarkable  that 
;he  people  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  law.  It 
ivas  Jcnown  that  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  of 
he  late  war,  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  hundred 
nillions  of  dollars,  and  that  it  was  good  ipoMej  to 
;)ay  it  off  as  soon  as  possible,  without  oppression 
:o  the  people.  Economy  was  therefore  an  object 
)f  importance,  and  every  measure  ealenUted  to 
take  money  from  the  Treasury,  and  particularly 
to  pay  the  members  of  Congress,  naturally  ex- 
sited  jealousy  and  suspicion ;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  member  will  differ  from  me  in  the 
necessity  of  all  reasonable  and  practicable  re- 
trenchment in  our  expenditures,  until  the  people 
can  see  their  burdens  lightened,  and  then  we  may 
rely  upon  the  good  sense  of  the  people  for  any 
measure  that  the  good  of  the  nation  may  require, 
although  it  may  cause  the  expenditure  of  money; 
for,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  Western  country,  and  mdeed  through- 
out the  nation,  paid  the  taxes  to  carry  on  the  mte 
war  with  Great  Britain,  with  alacrity  and  with- 
out complaintor  murmur, because  they  considered 
them  necessary  to  support  a  just  and  necessary 
war,  deeiaied  and  prosecuted  to  vindicate  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  love  their  liberty  much  more 
than  they  love  their  money,  and  indeed  would 
part  with  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  and  mingle 
it  with  the  soil  of  liberty  in  supporting  the  indf- 


pendenee  of  the  nation,  rather  thkn  see  it  pee- 
sessed  by  a  haughty,  tyrannical,  and  malignant 
foe.  Members  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  who 
have  served  their  country  long  and  faithfully,  and 
whose  patriotism  no  one  can  doubt,  say  the  com- 
pensation of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ts 
not  too  much.    A  member  who  has  not  had  ex- 

rerience,  cannot  so  well  judge  in  this  case;  but 
can  inform  these  gentlemen,  that  the  time  was 
eonsidered  unfortunate,  and  although  members 
may  not  get  as  much  as  they  might  make  at  other 
employments,  yet  it  is  a  high  and  respectable 
station.  We  should  make  the  sacrifice  until  our 
constituents  are  willing  |o  give  us  additional 
compensation,  and,  if  they  never  agree  to  it,  i  for 
one  will  never  ask  it.  I  am  willing  to  serve  them 
with  a  compensation  they  are  willing  to  give: 
and,  although  it  is  supposed  that  six  £>liars  will 
not  bring  to  Congress  the  first-mte  talents  of  the 
countrv,  we  see  that  many  more  wish  to  come 
than-tne  people  are  willing  to  elect.  And  if 
any  individual  thinks  that  six  dollars  a  day  is 
not  a  sufficient  compensation,  there  is  no  compul^^ 
sion  on  him  to  offer;  the  people  must  seek  some 
other  character ;  and  although  we  should  receive 
a  sufficient  amount  to  indemnify  for  expenses,  no 
member  should  calculate  upon  making  large  sums 
of  money.  My  constituents  urged  many  reasons 
why  this  measure  was  ill-timed ;  our  taxes  had 
been  very  much  increased  ;  although  lessened  at 
the  last  season,  and  some  repealed,  still  they  were 
called  upon  at  this  time  for  the  heavy  taxes  of 
the  preceding  year;  they  were  willing  to  pay 
them  as  the  exigency  of  the  times  required  them ; 
but  they  were  alarmed  at  other  burdens,  and  it  is 
well  known,  that  internal  taxes  have  never  been 
favorites  with  the  Republican  party,  and  I  hope 
never  will.  The  mode  of  collecting  them,  is  al- 
ways inconvenient  and  oppressive.  Sometimes 
the  internal  tax  gatherers  (and  excise  men,  as 
they  are  called)  are  unfeeling  and  harsh,  and  thej 
never  have  been  nor  ever  will  be  favorites  with 
the  people,  nor  share  in  their  affections  and  con- 
fidence. Such  is  the  happjr  form  of  our  Qovern- 
ment,  that  the  people  wul  investigata,  and  think 
for  themselves,  and  withdraw  confidence  from 
such  of  their  public  servants  as  may  attempt  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  oppression  and  self-argran- 
dizement ;.  this  is  one  of  the  g[reat  securities  against 
slavery  and  despotism ;  a  principle  not  acted  upoa 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  One  other  eir- 
cumstance  had  a  tendency  to  raise  the  opposition 
of  the  people;  it  was] said,  that  it  was  easy  for 
Congress  to  give  themselves  money,  whilst  the 
poor  wounded  soldier  might  starve  for  want  of 
his  small  pittanae — the  soldier  who  had  waded 
swamps, and  had  to  eat  roots  for  his  rations,  while 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  ob- 
vious to  us  all,  that  some  of  these  soldiers  go  a 
begging  along  the  streets.  Although  this  cannot 
be  properly  charged  upon  Congress,  as,  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  the  last  session  was  liberal 
to  their  soldiers  in  making  provision,  yet  tbe  con- 
trast was  drawn  between  men  in  power,  and  the 
widow  and  orphan^  who  had  lost  their  stay  and 
comfort  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
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ahhongh  CoogresB  kn  dott«  moek  f<Mr  thoae  die- 
tressed  individaals,  I  hope  to  see  tbem  do  mora 
until  the  sources  of  their  sorrow  shall  be  drteo 
up.  While  I  am  on  this  part  of  the  sabjeot,  I 
oanoot  omit  to  meattoa^  that  Tregfrec  to  eee  such 
diffiealties  in  tbe-admimstration  of  the  Taw,  afiter 
it  has  passed.  Afler  the  most  eonolasiTe  proof  is 
taken-^uffieient,  as  I  woaM  sfoppose,  to  satisfy 
any  man  or  set  of  men«— the  ofllcera  and  olerfci  in 
some  of  the  Departments  makesoBMnyteehoioal 
objections,  thst  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  com* 
mon  man  or  applieaat  to  know  what  to  do,  so  as 
to  comply  with  these  arbitrarjr  rales,  and,  when 
he  has  his  proof  complete,  he  is  often  delayed  by 
your  office  hoars,  and  a  few  days  daneing  attend*' 
anee  will  spend  the  amount  of  his  elaim.  On  this 
subject  I  speak  from  experience,  as  I  have  had  to 
attend  some  of  the  Departments  en  thebosioeBs 
of  my  eonstituents  and  others,  tinoe  the  com»' 
meneement  of  the  present  session. 

But,  in  TOting  eompensation  to  members  of 
Congressj  none  of  these  diffieultiee  exist,  no  such 
technical  objections  are  started,  no  office  noun  are 
heard  of.  no  defect  in  the  eertineato  or  proof-^all 
is  smootn  and  quiet. 

I  shalltherefore  vote  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  Tote  to  fill  the  blank  with  six 
dollars,  the  old  compensation ;  and  in  doing  this, 
I  TOte  the  will  of  a  majority  of  my  eonstituents, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  say  what  they  are  will" 
log  to  give,  and  I  am  bound  to  take  that  sum,  and 
BO  more.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  I  not  only^  vote 
the  will  of  my  constituents,  but  of  a  large  majority 
6f  the  United  States,  and  when  my  constituents 
wish  me  to  vote  in  a  certain  way,  1  will  do  it,  or 
resign  my  seat,  and  let  them  elect  a  man  that 
will.  I  derive  all  my  power  from  the  people,  and 
they  have  elected  me,  because  they  have  coofi* 
denoe  in  me ;  and  if  I  betray  that  confidence,  I 
should  be  unworthy  of  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
WaiaBT)  tells  you  he  lives  here  at  the  rate  of 
six  dollars  a  day.  I  will  not  deny  thai  the  ex* 
pensea  of  this  place  are  very  sreat,  but,  instead 
of  six  dollars  per  day,  the  gentleman  may  spend 
twenty  dollars  per  day,  and  certainly  this  would 
not  justify  a  vote  to  support  sueh  extravagance 
out  of  the  pnblie  funds. 

Rather  than  vote  for  a  greater  sum  than  six 
dollars  per  day,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  my 
constituents,  I  would  prefer  serving  for  netbing 
during  the  session ;  although  the  members  may 
refuse  to  obey  the  will  of  their  constituents,  and 
call  it  buzz  or  clamor;  but  this  doctrine  will 
only  do  in  Monarchies,  or  aristooratical  Qovern- 
ments,  where  the  people  are  not  considered  as 
the  fountain  of  power  and  authority ;  but  here 
it  is  otherwise,  and  the  people  will  maintain 
their  rights ;  let  any  man  inform  the  people  that 
he  will  not  obey  their  voice,  and  see  if  such  a 
man  be  elected  to  a  place  of  honor  and  confi- 
dence. 

Unused  to  this  theatre,  I  was  uttwilling  to 
trouble  the  Committee  on  this  subject;  but  1 
considered  if  my  duty  to  express  my  sentiments 
upon  a  subject  which  had  excited  so  muebatti* 


flMiipettioiiy  aad  upon  which  I  eoaeider  a  najo^ 
ity  of  my  conatituesia  to  have  cxpraased  thck 
opiaioas. 

I  must  return  my  thanks  for  the  indo^coeeef 
the  Commitiee  bwsre  I  eoaclude,  and  axpavss  a 
fear  of  having  trespassed  upon  the  paliafww  and 
time  of  the  Honsfr 

Mr.  Habdhi  said,  he  had  been  oa  the  dfoa^ 
side  of  the  queatioa  at  the  last  saaaioa,  having 
voted  in  favor  of  the  ant  now  piopoeed  lo  be  re> 
pealed ;  and  he  believed  ha  shoald  be  on  the 
strong  side  also  at  the  present  aesaioo,  being  one 
of  those  who  iateaded  to  vote  for  tka  repeal  of 
thai  law*  To  show  his  motives  for  so  dmng,  he 
said  be  shoiild  offer  a  few  observatioiiay  lest  he 
slionld  be  branded  with  the  imputniioB  of  that 
kind  of  political  prudence  which  appenreri  to 
characterize  the  present  day,  and  whieh  always 
selected  the  sifaagesi  side.  He  waa  sorry  to  iMar 
it  said  to>day  that  ihisaabject  araa  mthar  a  mirth- 
ful one  than  otherwise.  For  his  part,  Mr.  H. 
said,  from  the  tinw  he  had  voted  for  the  law  nt 
the  last  aesstoUf  he  had  naver  felt  very  merry  on 
the  subject.  He  had  felt  it  a  miafonoaa  that  ha. 
in  obeying  the  dictates  of  hia  oWn  judgment,  had 
beaa  one  of  those  who  had  incnrrad  the  dispUa»- 
nre  of  the  American  jpeaple,  and  fail  the  nceemtiy 
of  hnmbliag  himaelf  u»  obey  their  wiiL  Then 
was  also  anothar  raasoa  why  he  ihought  tke  paa- 
sage  of  that  law  by  Congiess  nofoiinnaie;  fan- 
cause  it  had  aftrdea  to  demagagnei  thmi^oiic 
the  nation  an  oppoftuntty  to  cidaintonvaryoflSce 
in  the  Govannnent;  becaam  he  waa  afraid  tte 
great  hoatility  shown  to  that  act  would  inttoduee 
a  four •penee-haif'peBny  mode  of  doing  bnsinem. 
On  that  score,  Mr.  H»  mid,  he  did  not  feel  very 
merry,  tfaongh  he  certainly  waagtvan  lo  pleasan- 
try sometimes— pefhnpe  not  sa  mneh  ao.  how- 
ever, as  the  gentleman  before  Jum,  (Mr.  Aoaa,) 
who.  could  even  be  asierry  ea  mislbrtnna. 

hir.  H.  mid  ha  wna  saity  that  any  implansnat 
feeling  had  been  excited,  that  any  aahmony  had 
arisen  in  the  Houm.  He  waa  fully  persuadad 
that  thorn  who  voted  for  or  against  the  htU  at  the 
last  year,  had  equally  noted  irom  honorable  mo- 
tives. After  it  had  passed,  would  it  not  hare 
been  a  mere  affsatatioB  of  deiieaey  for  those  who 
voted  anainst  the  law  to  have  rafuaed  m  take  tke 
money  ?  If  they  had  dona  m,  Mr.  H  snid,  he 
should  not  have  thot^t  they  ware  sfaaoata.  Hm 
had  never  certainly  viewed  the  coildnet  of  gen- 
tlemen who  voted  against  the  bill,  yet  took  the 
money,  as  at  all  eensuiahle.  But  thaae  was  one 
remarx  he  could  not  help  making,  which  he 
hoped  no  gentlenun  would  take  to  hi&iaelf«  that 
when  the  obnoxious  memure  waa  in  ngttniioB 
last  year,  thorn  opposed  to  it  were  aa  silent  as 
possible ;  the  grave  is  not  more  silent  than  wste 
they.  The  btu  had  not  many  enemiee,  end  wns 
openly  opposed  by  very  few.  Mr*  H.  mid  he  had 
heard  on  the  question  tor  the  engrossment  of  that 
bill  for  a  third  reading  hut  few.  nays,  and  when 
the  yeas  aad  naya  were  required  on  uM  qneatton, 
but  15  snnported  the  call.  What  wns  the  infei^ 
ence  1  That  few,  if  any,  more  than  these  15 
weif  opposed  to  that  biU.    On  the  next  dny. 
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vhen  the  yeas  aid  naf  a  were  called,  (Itere  ware 
17  to  69  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill !  Now, 
r  there  was  any  geatlemao  in  this  House— he 
lid  not  say  there  was,  he  hoped  there  was  not 
me — who  secretly  wished  that  bill  to  paes,  though 
le  voted  against  it,  he  deserved  censure-  Se 
lid  not  know  of  any  such  gentleman,  and  he  re* 
leated,  he  hoped  there  was  none ;  but  he  could 
lot  help  wishini^  that  much  the  same  zeal  had 
leen  manifested  in  opposing  this  bill  at  the  last 
ession,  as  in  condemning  it  now,  and  perhana 
le  and  others  would  not  have  had  to  pay  tne 
Drfeit  they  had  incurred.  My  time  of  trial,  said 
ir.  H.,.  is  over ;  I  honorably  declined  a  re-elec- 
ion.  because,  I  beg  you  to  understand,  I  covld 
ot  nave  been  elected  without  eoing  the  rounds, 
nd  begffing  pardon  for  what  I  do  not  consider 
>  have  been  incorrect.  ♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
le  could  not  consent,  he  said,  to  go  about  beg* 
ing  the  people  to  give  him  a  seat  in  this  House. 
He  said  he  had  never  considered  fifteen  hun* 
red  dollars  for  the  yearly  services  of  a  member 
f  Congress  as  9l  quid  pro  muh  The  men  of  ta- 
ints ofour  country,  Mr.  HTsaid.  were  generally 
rom  twenty-five  to  forty  years  pr  age ;  new  men., 
orn  to  inherit  no  fortune ;  men  who  have  worked 
beir  way  in  society,  by  dint  of  their  own  talents 
nd  exertions.  How  could  any  such  man  oeoupT 
seat  here,  unless  he  received  not  only  enough 
3  defray  his  expenses,  and  enable  him  to  live  as 
gentleman  should,  but  enough  also  to  support 
is  family  at  home,  withoqt  breaking  in  upon 
^at  small  capital  he  had  laid  up  ?  Many  men,  it 
ras  true,  came  here,  screwed  themselves  up  in 
oles  like  penitentiarjr  cells,  and,  on  six  dollars  a 
ay,  savea  more  whilst  here  than  they  could 
lake  anywhere  else*  But  men  of  talents,  who 
ome  here  for  a  flyer,  for  two  or  four  years,  can* 
ot  support  themselves  on  it  as  they  have  been 
sed  to  live  at  home.  As  to  the  idea  of  patriot- 
sm  being  a  sufficient  motive  to  come  here,  it  was 
bsurd.  Patriotism  is  that  which  urges  a 'man  to 
erve  his  country  without  expectation  of  personal 
eoefit  or  reward.  But,  Mr.  H.  asked,  did  the 
ileman  from  Kentucky  believe  that  there  was 
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I  single  man  who  ever  came  to  Congressj  who 
lid  not  come  without  some  other  niotive  than 
hat  for  the  gratification  of  his  own  vanity,  to 
lave  his  ears  tingle  with  the  rin|^  of  greatness,  or 
or  the  advancement  of  his  own  interest  ?  Such 
anguage  as  that  of  the  gentleman,  who  consid*- 
sred  patriotism  the  leading  and  sufficient  motive 
for  bringing  men  here,  sounds  handsomely,  cuts 
1  good  figure  here  or  in  a  newspaper,  but  there 
is  not  much  substance  in  it.  No,  Mr.  H.  said,  it 
was  not  patriotism  that  would  bring  men  of  ta- 
lents here,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  their  private 
interests.  He  agreed  with  gentlemen  tluit  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  the  mere  steppin^^  stone  to 
Executive  offices;  not  a  theatre  on  which  a  man 
should  show  his  eloquence  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
then  ffo  ofi*  in  a  lucrative  embassy  to  Europe,  or 
elsewhere.  A  seat  in  this  House,  he  said,  was 
in  theory,  and  ought  to  be  in  practice,  the  most 
honorable  of  any  station  in  the  Grovernment,  for 
it  is  held  at  the  will  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the 


President*  Mr.  H.  did  nof  go  further  ioio  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  mm  at  the  last  sen* 
sion  to  vote  for  the  compensation  law,  since  the 
subject  bad  been  fully  illustrated  in  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  on  every  topic  but  thai  to 
which  he  had  referred,  respecting  the  elass  of  the 
people  among  whom  the  talents  of  thecouauy 
were  to  be  found. 

Mt.  H.  then  proceeded  to  assign  briefly  the 
reasons  which  influenced  his  vote  to  repeal  the 
law  of  the  last  session.  He  did  not,  he  said, 
allow  to  the  right  of  instruction  that  latitude  for 
which  some  gentlemen  contended;  but  the  wUi, 
not  only  o(  his  constituents,  but  of  the  wiiole 
people  of  the  United  Statea,  he  thought  himself 
bound,  in  the  present  case,  to  comply  with.  Ha 
agreed,  whether  this  will  was  mage  known  in 
the  form  of  regular  instruction,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  shape,  it  was  equally  obligatory.  He 
could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 

Sinia  that  a  Kepresentative  is,  from  the  term  of 
is  office,  bound  to  obey  the  will  of  his  constitu* 
ents.  A  member  of  this  House,  Mr,  H.  said,  waa 
to  represent  the  particular  interesu  of  the  peo|de 
who  send  him  to.  Congress,  whenever  those  in- 
teresu are  in  question.  Having  done  that,  he  is 
to  assume  the  more  eatpanded  and  important 
character  of  a  legislator  tor  the  nation,  and  eoa- 
sult  the  general  |^od.  All  general  laws  ongk^  to 
be  acted  on  with  a  view  to  that  which  produces 
the  most  general  good.  An  I,  said  Mr.  H.,  to 
vote  for  a  law  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the 
whole  nation,  because  it  will  benefit  my  imme- 
diate constituents  ?  No ;  I  represent  my  eoostit- 
uents  on  ])articular  topics,  and  on  general  yea 
tions  consider  what  the  general  good  nqnires. 
BSvery  member  of  this  House  is  the  Representa- 
tive of  his  constituents ;  but  he  h  at  the  same 
time  a  legislator  for  the  nation.  I  do  most  so- 
lemnly protest,  said  he,  against  legislative  in- 
structions—I  detest  them  more  than  Adam  did 
4he  serpent.  They  are  the  >  greatest  bane  that 
ever  crept  into  a  well*regulated  Qovernment.  It 
is  an  encroachment  by  the  States,  in  their  cor* 
porate  capacitv,  on  the  rights  of  this  House.  The 
members  of  tnis  House,  .with  the  Senaioia,  Mr. 
H.  said,  made  laws  to  operate  on  the  peo{de,  not 
on  the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacitv^  and  the 
States,  therefore,  had  nothing  tp  do  with  instruc- 
tions. These  had  originated,  he  said,  he  had  na 
doubt,  in  a  wish  to  screen  some  favorite  man 
here  who  had  been  doubtful  whether  his  aou 
were  popular  or  not,  from  all  responsibility,  these-, 
for  to  the  people.  But  the  people  throughout 
the  American  continent  seemed  to  have  expittsed 
their  decided  disapprobation  of  the  law  new  pro^ 
posed  to  be  repealed.  Hence,  in  retracing  his. 
steps,  he  should  not  only  follow  the  will  of  his 
constituents,  but  the  voice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. For,  he  said,  if  the  will  of  the  Amenoaa 
people  was  contrary  to  that  of  his  constituents, 
he  should  obey  that  will,  believing  it  his  duty  to 
legislate  for  the  nation. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  could  not  agree  with  his  col-, 
league^  (Mr.  Clat,)  that  the  people  were  dissati»* 
fled  wuh  the  manaerj  afid  not  with  the  matter,  of 
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the  actoflast  sessioD,  thoaffh  such  mtj^ht  be  eome- 
times  the  case  io  the  geDtlemaD's  district.  In  re- 
gard to  this  law,  when,  in  my  district,  I  met  with 
«  sensible  man,  I  conversed  with  him  sensibly; 
when  I  was  accosted  by  a  furious  demagogae,  I 
ga^e  him  as  rood  as  he  sent ;  and,  when  I  came 
across  a  fool,  I  iaaghed  at  him.  I  would  ask  the 
Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  one  question.  Does  he  be- 
liere  that  his  constituents,  any  more  than  mine, 
would  have  objected  to  tne  manner,  if  we  had 
fixed  our  annual  compensation  at  fire  hundred 
dollars?  Not  a  man  in  mv  district  would  hare 
taken  exception  to  such  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
compensation,  unless  he  wished  to  come  here  in 
my  place.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  beliere  the 
present  compenaation  too  high,  but  he  must  con- 
form to  the  Tiews  of  the  people  who,  he  had  no 
doubt,  wished  to  see  the  compensation  reinstated 
in  the  situation  in  which  it  stood  before  the  law 
passed. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  felt  some  little  anxiety  that 
this  course  should  be  taken;  not  only  because 
it  was  the  will  of  the  people,  but  because  it 
would  take  a  powerful  tool  from  the  hands  of  po- 
litical demagogues.  The  persecuting  spirit  had 
been  carried  by  them  to  great  lengths,  in  regard 
to  this  act ;  so  far,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  John- 
aoN)  had  informed  the  House,  that  a  man  in 
Kentucky  had  refused  to  let  a  Young  man  court 
his  daughter,  unless  he  would  forswear  the  com- 
pensation law.  I  never  heard  of  this  fact  before, 
but  do  not  doubt  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
either  knows  the  fact  practically,  or  has  heard  of 
it.  If  practically,  the  old  gentleman  stood  rery 
much  in  his  own  light,  for  I  do  not  know  how 
he  could  hare  suited  his  dau|^hter  better  than  by 
promoting  instead  of  preTcnting  the  match.  But, 
all  through  tHe  State  of  Kentucky,  the  same 
spirit  prerailed.  If  a  man  came  into  the  county 
court  to  be  appointed  a  constable  or  a  surveyor  of 
the  road,  he  entered  hit  solemn  protest  against 
the  compensation  law.  If  a  petty  demagogue 
wanted  to  get  into  the  Legislature,  he  must  post 
up  or  put  in  the  newspapers  his  protest  against  it. 
To  deprive  such  knaves  and  rascals  of  anv  pre- 
tence under  that  act,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  re- 
peal it.  Why,  some  of  the  new  fry  that  are  com- 
ing into  Congress,  he  had  heard,  had  declared 
that  they  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  act ; 
and,  if  it  was  notefiected,  would  reserve  all  their 
pay  over  six  dollars  per  day,  and  at  the  end  of 
each  session  lay  it  out  in  churches  and  meeting- 
houses! 

It  had  been  said,  that  money  had  resumed  its 
former  value.  Not  at  all,  he  said;  though  he 
hoped  Congress  would  restore  something  like  life 
to  the  circulating  medium  before  they  parted 
hence.  Another  argument  used  in« favor  of  the 
repeal,  was  by  a  gentleman  who,  having  voted  to 
increase  his  own  compensation,  could  not  resist 
the  exorbitant  demands  of  others  for  an  increase 
of  their  pay.  That  consideration,  he  said,  did  not 
affect  him.  If  it  was  proper,  he  would  cheerfully 
increase  the  compensation  of  any  public  officer ; 
if  not,  he  would  as  cheerfully  vote  against  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wbiobt,) 
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who  had  surely  spoken  in  his  best  manner,  and 
done  justice  to  this  subject,  asked  what  nhonld  be 
done  with  the  next  fry — so  Mr.  H.  said,  he  called 
them— he  knew  no  better  name  for  them — witb 
the  next  fry  that  came  into  this  House.  Thej 
rode  into  this  House  on  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, avarice  in  their  hearts,  and  patriotism  in 
their  mouths !  Their  patriotism  told  them  ihey 
did  not  want  the  money,  but  their  avarice  told 
them  thejr  did.  And  for  them,  he  said,  let  them 
take  the  six  dollars  per  day,  or  the  respoasibiiity 
of  raising  iL  I  am  willing  to  leave  no  law  in 
existence  regulating  the  pay,  and  to  let  the  next 
members  fix  their  own  compensation. 

There  was  one  more  reason  he  assi^ed  which 
had  induced  him  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the 
eopte,  and  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  the 
ast  session.  This  House,  he  said,  was  the  only 
branch  of  the  Government  which  seemed  to  have 
any  analogy  to  the  people ;  the  only  one  which 
formed  any  counterpoise  to  the  weight  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  other  branches;  the  onlv  bmrner 
affainst  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple or  of  the  States.  It  was  impossible  for  this 
House  so  to  act  as  to  retain  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  unless  they  obeyed  the  general  will, 
and  show  a  willingness  to  respect  it.  But,  gen- 
tlemen had  said,  the  alleged  expressions  of  pob- 
lic  opinion  were  mere  newspaper  slanjr,  (he  work 
of  newspaper  editors,  dbc.  But,  said  Mr.  H.,  he 
believed  that  was  not  the  fact.  He  did  most  sol- 
emnly believe  that  it  was  the  public  sentiment. 
It  might  have  been  originalljr  the  work  of  dema- 
gogues, whose  breath  had  raised  one  wave,  which 
had  produced  another,  until  a  storm  had  covered 
all  the  popular  ocean.  But,  he  said,  he  had  no 
right  to  reason  on  the  motives  or  causes  of  the 
excitement.  A  man  has  no  right,  when  the  peo- 
ple are  unanimous,  to  conclude  that  thej^  ttre  mis- 
taken ;  he  must  either  comply  with  their  wili,  or 
resign.  For  his  part,  he  would  not,  knowingly, 
misrepresent  the  will  of  his  constituents  on  tbia 
floor. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  for  whom 
he  had  alw^s  a  very  high  respect  who  said  thac 
he  knew  not  how  gentlemen  could  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  the  law  without  refunding  what  ihey 
had  received  under  the  law.  Mr.  uTsaid,  he  had 
revolved  this  subject  in  his  mind,  and  saw  no  dif- 
ficulty in  iL  He  had  voted  for  the  law,  because 
he  believed  it  correct;  he  should  vote  to  repeal 
it,  not  because  he  believed  he  had  done  wrong, 
but  because  of  an  anxiety  to  conform  to  public 
sentiment,  particularly  on  a  matter  between  a 
member  ana  his  constituents.  But  he  would  not 
consent  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  cheated  the 
people  out  of  their  money,  as  he  should  do  bf 
voting  to  refund  it.  There  was  nothing  dishon- 
orable in  keeping  it.  Besides,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress did  not  enable  them  to  enforce  aoeh  a  law, 
if  they  passed  it.  Was.  it  possible  for  them  to 
pass  a  valid  law  taking  away  from  an  individual 
money  earned  under  a  contract  between  him  and. 
the  Qovernment?  Could  they  pass  a  law  to  uke 
away  from  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  tke 
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salariea  which  they  hare  reeeired  for  fears  past? 
No;  a  ssfary  may  be -destroyed  prospeetiTely,  hot 
yoQ  esDooc  take  awajr  from  a  man  what  he  has 
earned ;  you  cannot  depriTC  a  nnn  by  taw  of  a 
vested  right. 

Mr.  CoNMBB  said  that  he  should  tronble  the 
Committee,  with  but  a  rery  few  remarks  on  this 
subject.  He  should  have  gone  more  at  len|[th, 
bad  not  the  reasons  for  raising  the  compensation 
been  so  fally  and  ably  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  honorable  committee  to  whom  that  subject 
bad  been  referred,  and  which  had  gone  forth  to 
the  nation,  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  for  hfm  to 
idd  one  word  in  justification  of  the  vote  last  Win- 
er. He  fully  concurred'  in  the  reasoning  and 
;onelosions  or  that  report ;  his  opinions  remained 
iDchaneed.  But  his  constituents  and  be  believed 
hose  of  no  dfstrict  were  more  bighminded  or 
iberal,  were  dissatisfied  with  the  measure ;  some, 
IS  it  regarded  the  mode,  others  the  amount :  a 
:oD8iderable  portion  of  which  dissatisfaction,  he 
)elieved,  however,  had  proceeded  from  unnatural 
excitement  and  distorted  representations.  But 
the  fact  existed ;  and  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal 
)f  the  law  in  compliance  with  their  wishes.  He 
should  wish  that  this  law  might  be  rq>ealed  im- 
mediately ;  that  the  nay  might  be  reduced  to  the 
>rigioal  sum ;  that  all  laws  on  the  compensation 
sight  be  repealed  after  the  4th  of  March;  and 
hat  our  successors^  who  might  come  more  folly 
;harged  with  the  news  of  the  people  on  this  sub-, 
ect,  might  fix  their  compensation.  Perhaps, 
hen,  the  people  might  extend  their  liberality,  or 
)erhaps  those  who  are,  as  the  gentleman  firom 
iTirginia  says,  bidding  at  the  auction  of  popular- 
ly, may  reduce  even  the  per  dtem  of  six  dollars, 
liet  it  take  its  course.  He  had  received  a  request 
rom  the  Massachusetts  Legislature^  which  he 
should  not  regard.  He  should  receive  instructions 
»nly  from  his  constituents.  Those  members  of 
he  Legislature,  who  were  inhabitants  of  his  dis- 
riet,  had  n  right  to  request  him ;  the  others  he 
[new  not,  in  any  relation  whatever  to  his  public 
capacity.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
finia  had  mentioned,  that  a  similar  resolution 
vas  offered  to  the  Virginia  Legislature ;  but  it 
ivas  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  there  it  had 
am  ever  since,  nailed,  like  bad  money,  to  the 
board;  that  from  Massachusetts  had  unfortu- 
nately obtained  a  currency.  One  word  as  to  the 
duty  of  a  Representative,  in  relation  to  the  withes 
of  bis  constituents.  He  knew  that  it  had  bete 
contended,  that  the  right  of  instractfon  does 
not  exist  with  the  people ;  that  we  stand  here  as 
isolated  beings,  to  carry  out  the  destiny  of  the 
country,  wtthoot  looking  one  moment  to  the 
source  from  which  we  derive  our  power.  Sir, 
no  one  is  a  more  fervent  votary  to  the  Deity  la- 
dependence,  '^Lord  of  the  Lion  Heart  and  tfitgle 
Eye."  than  I  am;  but  there  is  too  much  inde- 
pendence in  this  doctrine  for  a  popular  CSovern- 
ment,  nor  was  it  ever  practised,  or  ever  can  be, 
on  this  floor.  How  stands  the  fact  ?  What  is 
the  experience  on  this  subject?  Where  do  you 
find  a  Representative  from  a  manufacturing  dis- 
trict that  is  tiot^a  loud  advocate  for  domeettc 


manufoettires ;  from  a  commereialdiiivict,  whovt 
thoughu  are  not  on  **  the  mountain  vrave,"  and 
amidst  the  very  scene  of  quays  and  insurance 
offices ;  one  who  has  been  in  the  army,  who  does 
not  think  of  guns,  and  drums,  and  wounds,  God 
save  the  mark  T'— a  Dele^te  from  a  Territory, 
who  is  not  busily  engaged  in  manufacturing  new 
States  ?  He  knew  of  one  worthy  eentleman,  a 
Delegate,  who,  he  believed,  would  be  very  wil- 
ling tofhbrieate  his  Territory  into  one  State; 
but  was  now  very  industriously  engaged  in  carv- 
ing it  into  two;  assisted,  as  he  understobd,  by  a 
Minister  Bxtraordiaary  and  Plenipotentiary,  wno, 
if  the  allegations  that  had  been  heard  acainst  him 
on  that  floor  (of  which  he  knew  nothing  how- 
ever) were  true,  would  certainly  not  be  for  hav- 
ing the  word  Sunday,  either  in  the  Constitution 
or  the  laws. 

He  would  put  a  case :  Suppose  that  we,  the 
Representatives,  think  it  just  and  proper  to  de- 
clara  war  against  a  formidable  Power— Oreat 
Britain  for  instance ;  but  the  people  think  ne 
sueh  thing;  they  believe  they  have  sustained 
**  oo  essential  injury ;''  they  feel  no  resentment, 
nor  have  they  any  disposition  whatever  to  en- 
counter the  perils  and  privations  of  such  an 
arduous  contest,  f  ask  yoo,  dare  you  declare 
war  under  such  circumstances :  a  contest  which 
would  exhibit  the  remarkable  phenomenon  of  the 
Government  at  war,  and  the  j>eople  at  peace? 
No,  sir,  they  would  wage  a  civil  war  against 
their  Representatives— they  would  take  off  our 
heads.  The  spontaneous  answer  of  every  mem- 
ber would  be,  1  believe,  we  dare  not  venture  upon 
it.  Here,  then,  you  surrender  your  judgment  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people.  This  doctrine  of  inde- 
pendence of  the  people  was  derived  from  Ghvat 
Britain,  from  whence  we  derive  a  great  many 
things.  He  well  recollected  it  was  strongly  ad- 
vocated by  Mr.  Burke ;  a  man,  indeed,  or  trane- 
cendent  talents,  of  prodigious  Imowledge,  of  bril- 
liant fancy,  but  a  pensioner  of  the  British  Crown* 
It  may  also  have  been  advocated  by  the  Ghreat 
Commoner,^once8o  called,  afterwards  Lord  Chat- 
ham-—but  he  also  became  a  pensioner.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  spoke  not  this  in  disparagement  of  those 
great  characters ;  certainly  nothing  that  he  could 
say,  could  disparage  them.  They  would  go  down 
the  stream  of  time  to  the  latest  posterity  as  illus- 
trioas  men.  It  resulted  from  the  nature  of  tile 
British  Government,  where  the  throne  and  not 
the  people  make  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
recollected  to  have  recently  seen  in  a  British 
print,  that  it  cost  Government  £12,000, something 
more  than  $50,000,  to  get  Mr.  Cannings  electl^  to 
Parliament. 

It  is  not  then  from  such  a  source,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  we  are  to  derive  principles  as  applicable  lo 
our  form  of  Government;  as  long  as  the  popular 
form  of  Government  exists  (and  God  grant  it 
may  always)  the  people  will  govern,  and  we  will 
and  must  submit.  As  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  pay  back  to  the 
Treasury  the  pittance,  the  excess  over  six  dollars, 
which  he  had'  drawn  from  it-,  he  never  had  seien 
any  one  in  his  diatrict  or  anywhere  else  advo- 
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«ftt«  m  niMiNite  wkleh  w«ald  b«  a  coafMiMw  of 
erime,  Lallowtd  by  aa  aet  of  neanotas* 

J4r.  Hall,  of  Qaorgia,  said,  h^  had  at  tbe  laat 
aasiioa  of  Coogr«BB  voted  against  the  eonpenm- 
lion  law,  and  would  not  for  any  coasideiaiioa 
have  voted  otberwbe*    His  main  reason  for  the 
vote  was,  that  the  war  debt  was  f  et  unpaid.    He 
should  not  ^ote  to  is  the  dail^  pay  at  eight  dol- 
lars, because  he  believed,  thai  in  so  doing,  he  was 
pursuing  the  principles  of  the  Congress^  1789, 
of  the  men  of  Revolutionary  priaeiples,  who  did 
not  act  without  good  reasons.    So  far  fcom  be* 
lieving  that  to  TmIow  their  example  would  lead 
to  anything  like  aristocracy,  wouid  to  Qod,  said 
Mr.  H.,  tMt  we  would  pursue  their  course  in 
other  matters  as  well  as  this.    He  would .  votCL 
he  said,  for  a  sum  which  should  be  now  «Qual 
in  value  to  what  six  dollars  then  was.    The 
finances  of  the  Government,  when  4ix  dollars 
was  established  as  the  pay,  were  low;  the  Goy- 
•ramentwas  not  able  to  meetiu  ezpendtturea ; 
it  could  scarcely  pay  off  the  interest  of  the  mi- 
tional  debh-nand  would  gentlemen  now,  groatly 
changed  as  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  are.  vir^ 
tually  reduce  the  pay  then  established,  by  malun| 
it  the  same  nominal  amount  as  was  then  allowed  7 
Would  gentleman  permit  public  clamor  to  pro- 
duoe  a  national  evil  7  For  it  would  be,  to  ftx  a 
compensation  for  the  mem  htm  of  this  House  at 
a  rate  below  that  on  which  they  could  live.    Mr. 
H.  said,  he  was  extremely  sorry  to  see  any  ex- 
citement on  this  occasion;  for  it  was  one  on 
which  the  House  ought  not  to  be  excited.    If 
peraoaahad  treated  the  matter  improperly  out  of 
4oors,  it  was  no  reason  why  gentlemen  should 
act  improperly  within  doors.    He  did  not  know, 
he  said,  that  eight  dollars  now  were  equal  in 
value  to  six  in  1798,  but  he  hoped  the  state  of 
tbe  currency  would  imfM'ove;  and,  if  money 
became  more  valuable,  eight  dollars  would  be 
about  a  iair  compensation. 
.    Mr.  W.  P.  Maclat,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  as 
thia  ^question  had  already  been  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, he  should  trouble  the  Committee  with  hut 
m  very  few  remarks  on  it.    It  must  be  obvions, 
said  he,  to  every  member  of  this  Committee,  that, 
in  fixing  our  compensation,  we  are  exercising  a 
very  high  and  delicate  truat.    It  is  not  analogous 
to  any  other  duty  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
perform.     When  we  fix  the  compeMatiea  of 
the  Heada  of  DepartmeMa,  or  of  the  Judges,  or  of 
the  oflkeia  of  the  Army,  or  Navy,  it  is  one  set  of 
men  fixing  the  compensation  of  another  set;  but, 
when  the  L^kdainre  fixes  its  own  eompensa- 
tieo,  it  does  an  act  which  appears  to  be  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  course  of  proceeding  in  the 
Ooveinment.    The  Censtitutioo,  from  the  ne- 
ecssity  of  the  case,  and  not  from  its  reason  or  pro- 
priety, has  placed  this  power  in  our  hands,  aad  we 
must  exercise  it  if  we  are  to  receive  any  com- 
pensation at  all.    But  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  I  agree  entirely  with  the  sentiments  first 
expressed  jresterday  by  the  Spxaker,  and  since 
concurred  in  by  several  other  members,  that  in 
Utis  ease,  above  all  others,  we  ought  to  consult  the 
^^aions  and  wishes  of  our  eonatuiaents.  IfthMc 


•bsevvatioas  are  well  founded,  the  eoneae  which 
I  have  to  pursue^  is  a  very  plain  one.  My  constit- 
nenu,  I  believe,  «re  generally  in  &vor  of  the  old 
compensation.  In  tbis  respect,  my  aiiiMCion  is 
somewhat  different  from  that  of  the  other  mem  ben 
of  this  House.  A  respectable  poriieaef  the  peo- 
ple I  represent,  have  petitioned  Coogrma  against 
the  law  of  the  last  session.  That  petitlou  is  the 
only  one  that  has  been  presented  lo  this  Hooae 
on  the  subjecL  It  is  true,  it  has  heeo  aaid  in  de- 
hate  that  tbe  persons  who  eeat  that  petitieo  did 
not  understand  the  law ;  but  as  it  naa  net  been 
shown  why  or  wherefole  they  did  not  nnderstaad 
it,  I  presMase  I  am  still  at  liberty  to  believe  that 
they  did.  Believing,  then,  that  my  eoaatituenti 
are  in  lavor  of  Congress  returning  to  the  oM 
compensation  of  six  dollars  per  day,  I  aball  vote 
the  nlliag  the  blank  with  that  aum. 

Tbe  question  was  put  en  filHuff  the  bluik  (Ibr 
the  future  daily  compensation  of  tbe  nMmbeis) 
with  ttkm  dollan,  and  negatived. 

The  <|aestion  was  takcB  en  filling  the  bleak 
with  eight  dollars,  and  negatived,  as  MJowa: 
For  tbe  motion  60,  against  98. 

The  question  was  then  uk^  on  fiUiag  the 
blauk  with  six  dollars  (the  eld  oonpenaauon) 
and  decided  in  the  afltrmative.  by  the  following 
vote :    For  the  motion  84,  against  it  74. 

So  it  was  determiued  by  the  Committee  (sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  the  House)  that  the  com- 
pensatioa  be  reduced  lo  its  old  rate  of  six  dollars 
per  day. 

Some  other  amendmenu  were  proposed,  adopt* 
ed,  or  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  aaMiid  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  whole  hill,  UAd  inserting  ia 
lieu  thereof,  two  sectiona,  the  one  absolutely  and 
simply  repealing  the  compensation  Jaw;  the 
other  reqmring  &at  there  shsii  be  deducted  from 
the  amount  received  by  each  member  duriofr 
the  past  and  present  sessieas  of  Congress,  aU 
the  amount  over  and  above  what  he  would  hare 
received  under  the  old  compensation  of  six  dol- 
lars per  day. 

BefoM  this  questiou  was  decided,  the  Cooi* 
miuee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtaised  leave 
losiiegein. 


Tbiza8oat,  January  16. 

•Mr.  LowNoaa,  firom  the  CommttMe  of  Ways 
and^Means,  reported  a  biO,  suMdem^ntary  to  ^An 
act  providing  lor  the  relief  of  penons  imprisoned 
for  debts  due  the  Umtcd  States;"  wbteh  was  re^d 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commiftee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BoBsnTOOH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PubKe  Lands,  reported  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Summers  and  John  Allen;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

A  measage  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill  from  this 
House,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Haslett,"  with  an  amendment.  They  have  also 
paseed  bills  of  the  following  titles:  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Edwards^"  and  ^'An  act 
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antborfaiuif  the  uie  of  eemttt  gimnUs  Moagiiiff 
to  the  United  Btatei,  in  the  City  of  WashiaffiOB;*^ 
kk  which  amendmoats  «ad  bills  they  tsk  the  eoa* 
eorrenee  of  this  House* 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Ha^iMt  was  read,  and  oonenrred  in  by 
the  Home, 

The  bill  firom  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam  Bdwavdswas  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pnhlie  Lands. 

The  bfll  from  the  Senate,  ^^anthoriiinf  the  sale 
of  eertoin  gnnnds  helonginff  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  Cky  of  Washington/'  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  Co  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
CoJonbhi. 

COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  Itoiaa  then  again  resolved  itself  tato  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  mi  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  of  the  last  sesstoo,  fixing  the  compensa* 
tion  of  the  membeis  of  OaograBs;  the  suMitote 
oiered  yesterday  bv  Mr.  Randolph,  first  to  re- 
pml  the  act  of  the  last  session,  and,  aeoondly,  to 
dednct  from  the  pay  of  the  members  an  amoant 
aqniTalent  to  what  they  haTO  received  HHwe  than 
they  woald  bavebeea  estitied  founder  the  former 
fjay  of  six  dollan  a  day,  being  aader  considera- 
tioti — 

Mr.  PABwia,  of  Masmehnsens,  rose  and  ob* 
serred,  that  he  nnderstood  the  Coaraiittce  «^  the 
Whole  Hoose  had  agreed  to  fill  the  first  blank  in 
the  bill  voder  considemfion,  as  reeoyted  by  the 
select  caaamittee,  with  the  sum  of  six  dollaia^  and 
that  by  this  bill,  shonld  it  pass  and  become  a  law, 
membcra  of  Congress,  ioaccad  of  the  sum  allowed 
by  the  act  of  the  laat  session,  wiU  be  entitled  to 
reeej re  no  greater  rate  of  compeasatioa  than  has 
been  allowed  to  everjr  Cooffress  since  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  Constitution.  That  having  been  dia* 
posed  of,  the  sobjeet  under  immediate  ooasidera- 
tion  19  the  amendment  ofiered  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RardolpbO  By 
that  amendment,  it  is  proposed  to  deduct  fvom  the 
compensation  to. which  members  will  be  entitled 
the  present  session,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  ezceas  which  fhe^  received  the  last,  over  the 
former  daily  pay ;  or,  in  other  words,  so  to  modify 
the  law  as  that  the  pay  of  this  CoogrCM,  either  at 
the  last  or  the  present  session,  shall  not  exceed 
that  of  every  foraaer  Caayeas.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P^ 
it  baa  been  often  assarted^ in  this  debate^  that  pah- 
lie  opinioB  does  aot  reaaite  a  repeal  of  the  law  of 
the  last  aession ;  that  the  damor  which  has  beea 
made  relative  to  that 'law,  has  been  merely  the 
voice  of  faction,  of  newspa^  editors,  of  noby 
deroagoffues,  of  electioneering  intrigue,  and  of 
those  who  were  secretly  rejoicing  at  the  opportu- 
nity it  afibrded  them  of  moaating  the  hobby- 
horse, and  riding  to  our  seals.  It  has  been  said, 
sir,  that  on  thi$  subject  the  most  clamorous  have 
uniformly  been  those  who  were  most  anxious  for 
public  preferment,  a|id  at  the  same  time  the  least 
qualifield ;  that,  to  attract  public  attention,  to  gain 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  it  had'been  onlv  neces- 
sary for  the  demagogue  to  mount  his  hobby,  de- 
nounce compensation,  and  cry  out  economy, 


withaot  even  a  haowledsa  of  the  meaning  of  the 
fomer,  or  the  worth  of  The  latter.  Sir,  rcannot 
believe  with  hoaorahk  members  who  have  made 
these  asserlioos,  that  all  this  excitemeot  has  been 
artiflciaL  For  the  honor  of  my  country,  for  the 
character  of  the  nation,  I  hope  and  still  believe 
that  there  is  sufficient  of  caution  and  of  virtue  in 
this  people,  to  render  them  sacof  c  from  all  such 
attempts  at  excitement.  So  iar  as  my  kaowledge 
has  extended, in.theSute  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  in  this  House,  there  have  beea 
no  sach  attempts.  The  people  uave  beea  left  to 
judge  for  themselves;  they  have  inquired,  they 
have  eaamiaed,  they  have  listened  to  argumenu; 
they  have  formed  their  opinion  with  great  delib- 
ention,  and  have  pronotiaced  a  verdict;  nay.  sir, 
have  proooiMMed  a  solemn  judgment,  from  which 
there  can  be  no  appeal.  By  that  judgmeat,  thus 
delibetately  expressed,  thus  solemnly  pronouaced, 
1  believe  myself  to  be  bouad.  Will  hoaorable 
members  doubt  that  our  coastitaents  call  for  a 
repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  session;  that  they 
have  rendered  this  verdict;  that  they  have  pro- 
nounced this  judgment  9  If  so^  permit  ose  to  re- 
fer them  to  the  evidence— evidence  which  has 
been  as  coaclnaive  to  my  mind  as  *^  proof  from 
holy  writ'^— evidence  which  caaaot  be  misuader- 
stood,  and  which  has,  unfortanately,  been  brought 
home  to  the  feelings  of  many  a  member  of  this 
House. 

I  mke  no  pleasure  in  travelling  through  that 
evidence ;  it  must  bring  to  mv  recollection  some 
of  the  most  painful  hours  or  my  life ;  but,  un* 
pleasant  as  may  be  the  task,  it  is  my  duty  to  add 
the  inforoution  in  my  possession,  in  confirmation 
of  what  1  believe  to  m  public  opinion ;  for,  by 
public  opinion,  the  policy  and  the  expediency  of 
this  most  unfortanaielaw  must  finally  be  usied. 
Although  there  may  not  have  been  so  much  of 
clamor  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  still,  sir,  there  has  been  more  of 
deltberation-^f  that  kind  of  deliberation,  too, 
which  is  neither  likely  to  be  rash  in  decision,  or 
erroneous  in  result.    And  what  is  that  result 9 
Not  that  the  passage  of  the  law  is  evidence  of 
corruption  in  those  who  gave  it  support;  not  that 
the  members  of  this  body  have  been  so  far  foiget- 
ful  of  moral  obligation  as  to  have  wilfally  and 
iateatioaaliy  legislated  for  their  exclusive  advaa- 
tage,  without  reference  to  the  public  good.    No, 
sir,  they  do  not  impute  to  us  either  want  of  in- 
tegrity or  imparity  of  motive;  but  while  of  those 
we  are  acqtiitied,  we  stand  presented^  I  had  al- 
aiost  said  convicted,  of  indiscretion.    Our  decks 
had  scarcely  carried  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  to 
solicit  concurrence,  before  the  alarm  commenced. 
From  private  correspondence  and  public  expres- 
sion, 1  had  the  apprehensions  which  have  since 
been  confirmed,  that  the  law  we  are  now  review- 
ing had  better  slambered  undisturbed  on  the  table 
of  the  House.    Nor  has  this  dissatisfaction  been 
confined  merely  to  the  limits  of  a  single  State  in 
the  Bast.    What  have  been  the  indications  in 
the  West  and  the  South  ?    Sir,  1  well  recollect 
the  portentous  storm  that,  duriog  the  last  Sum- 
mer,  seemed  to  be  gathering  in  the  State  90  ably 
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represented  ia  pert  by  the  honorable  member  wiio 
iDtrodueed  this  law.  The  seDliments  expressed 
OD  every  public  occasioD,  and  in  every  possible 
maoner  in  that  State,  seemed  loudly  to  condemn 
the  passage,  and  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  measure ; 
expressions  which,  to  be  sure,  in  too  many  in- 
stances indicated  their  sources  to  have  been  a 
heated  head  or  a  corrupt  heart;  expressions,  which 
not  uofrequenlly  savored  more  of  the  clamorous 
demagogue  than  of  the  prudent,  deliberate  poll- 
tician.  In  a  neighboring  State,  members  were 
arraigned  at  the  tribunal  of  the  people,  and  re« 
quir^,  as  public  servants,  to  give  an  account  of 
their  stewardships;  and,  with  as  little  justice  as 
mercy,  unheard  and  undefended,  made  equally 
the  subject  of  violent  declamation  and  intemper* 
ate  resolves.  Will  it  be  said  that  all  this  affords 
no  evidence  of  public  sentiment  or  of  public  dia* 
approbation?  i  then  call  your  recollection  to 
toe  many  sumptuous  and  splendid  entertainments 
given  to  the  honorable  member  who  was  so  pre* 
eminently  conspicuous,  at  the  last  session,  in  op- 
posing this  measure.  Further, sir, even  theffrand 
inquests  for  the  presentment  of  criminal  ounces 
in  one  of  the  States — a  State  far  removed  from 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent— 
a  Slate  of  whose  laws  I  am  ignorant,  and  with 
whose  policy,  except  in  one  memorable  case, 
which  will  long  be  remembered  with  sorrow  by 
many  an  honest  but  unfortunate  family,  I  am  un- 
acquainted, feeling  so  sensibly  impressed  with  the 
high  duties  of  their  station,  and  desirous,  as  per- 
chance most  people  seem  lately  to  have  been,  of 
having  some  concern  in  great  national  affairs, 
could  not  refrain  from  embodying  their  senti- 
ments, and  presenting  them  at  the  bar  of  the 
peo  pie.  Such  presen  tmen  ts,  ho  we  ver  respecta  ble 
might  have  been  the  source  from  which  they 
emanated,  with  whatever  acgravatioos  they  may 
have  stated  the  offence,  could  to  be  sure  have  lit- 
tle efliect  upon  thore  against  whom  they  were  di- 
rected. Is  all  this  nothing  but  the  voice  of  fkction. 
the  effect  of  clamorous,  designing  demagogues? 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  this  burst  of  disapproba- 
tion from  Maine  to  (Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  most  remote  settlements  on  the  frontier, 
speaks  nothing  of  ihe  real  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  No,  sir,  it  does  speak,  and  loudly,  too,  in  a 
Toice  that  cannot  be  misunderstood,  in  a  manner 
that  must  and  ooe ht  to  be  respected ;  respected, 
because  it  promu%ates  the  will,  and  the  deliberate 
will,  of  the  sovereign  and  paramount  authority  of 
this  country.  No  member  in  thtsHonse  could 
be  less  disposed  than  myself  to  listen  to  the  clam- 
oura  of  the  restless,  the  ambitious,  and  the  impa- 
tient for  power.  Excitements  from  these  sources, 
raised  by  such  artifice,  as>4ras  stated  a  few  days 
since,  by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  JoBMSON,)  to  have  been  made  use  of  to 
alarm  the  fears,  and  mislead  the  judffment  of  the 

Seople  in  that  State,  will  ever  be  aUfryed  by  re- 
ectiun ;  and  the  ambitious  demagogue,  who  on 
such  hobbies  mounts  in  the  whirlwind  and  rides 
in  the  storm,  will  sometimes,  as  fortunately  for  the 
country  as  unfortunately  for  himself,  be  crushed 
in  Ihe  tempest  he  had  contributed  to  produce.    I 


ought,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  BMUtion  one  other  proof  of 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  pablie— ihe  senti- 
ments of  many  of  the  States,  as  expicned  by  their 
Legislatures.    On  what  subjecta  have  the  State 
Legislatures  heratofore  given  inatraciioBs  to  their 
Senators,  and  made  requests  of  their  Represeoia- 
tives  ?   On  questions  considered  as  of  trivial  con* 
sequence  to  the  people?    No;  never,  except  in 
relation  to  questions  of  high  importance  ia  piin- 
cipie,  and  doubtful  in  policy.    In  such  cases,  the 
seatimenu  of  Stale  Legislaturea  tiavc  been  fre- 
quently expressed  to  memben  of  this  House.  The 
L^islature  of  Massachusetts,  at «  reeeAt  sesnoa, 
following  the  example,  has  by  resolatioa  requeit- 
ed  the  Representatives  from  that  ComoMNi wealth 
to  use  theu-  influence  to  effect  a  repeal  of  the  law 
now  under  discussion.    I  have  gone  than  &r  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  on  Uus  subject 
is  the  [Hiblic  opinion ;  and  the  resale  u  to  my 
mind  perfectly  satisfactory,  that  it  not  only  soli- 
cits, but  absolutely  demands  a  repeal  of  the  law. 
In  what  other  way  can  public  sentiment  be  col- 
lected,  except  from  public  expression?  and  I  pot 
it  to  those  who  deny  that  this  is  the  deliberate 
sentiment  of  the  people,  to  prove  that  it  is  not  so. 
If  in  favor  of  the  war,  or  any  otiier  prominent 
measure  of  this  Gtovernmeat,  there  bad  been  one- 
half  the  excitement  with  which  the  people  have 
been  almost  convulsed  during  the  last  Sommer 
on  this  subject,  my  word  for  it,  no  one  would 
have  doubted  the  opinion  of  the  people.    If,  in- 
stead of  calling  upon  us  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  the  Legislatures  of  the  aevoal  States 
had  passed  resolutions  a  pprohatiog  its  passage  nnd 
sanctioning  iu  principles,  I  doubt,  if  instead  of 
being  disposed  to  nail  the  resolutions  to  ihe  coun- 
ter as  base  and  uncurrent  coin,  we  should  not 
have  been  more  likely  to  have  encered  them  oa 
our  journals. 

With  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  under  all 
the  forms  of  legislation,  ia  the  State  of  liawacbu- 
setts,  I  have  been  furnished.  To  such  a  request, 
proceeding  from  a  body  entitled  lo  respect,  com- 
posed of  men,  many  of  whom  I  know  to  be  of 
high-minded  and  honorable  feelingly  with  some 
of  whom  I  have  been  aasoctaled  in  tuies  whea  a 
coincidence  of  sentiment  and  exertion  eoald  not 
fail  to  produce  and  confirm  the  strongest  attach- 
ments— to  suck  a  request,  I  feel  myself  bound  to 
give  graat  consideration.  I  am  not  willing,  as 
one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  professes  to  be, 
to  nail  it  to  the  counter  as  the  merehani  does  Im 
bad  money,  without  Airther  examination,  because 
I  suspect  it  contains  nothing  counterfeit;  it  may 
be  a  true  bill ;  it  may  express  what  some  seem  so 
unwilling  to  believe,  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
No,  sir,  1  am  disposed  to  give  it  further  esamina- 
tion,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  it  be  coun- 
terfeit or  whether  it  be  genuine. 

Chosen,  as  the  members  from  that  State  are, 
by  districts,  representing  more  especially  the  ia- 
terasts  and  the  sentiments  of  the  thirty-five  thou- 
sand immediate  constituenu  by  whom  they  mn 
elected,  the  individual  may  sometimes  be  re- 
quested by  the  whole  to  sanction  measurtt  which 
his  district  would  opfMMC.    Situalcd  as  is  the 
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State  to  wkieb  1  bare  jiiat  alluded,  it  might  fre- 
queoily  happeQ,  it  has  frequently  bappeoed*    In 
such  a  case,  there  could  be  no  doubt.    Lnstrue- 
tioos  and  requestSi  requiring  a  member  to  use  his 
iofloeoce  to  effeot  measures  which  he  coaseien* 
tiousiy  believed  to  be  wrong,  and  which  his  im- 
mediate constituents  believed  to  be  wrong,  ought 
not  to  be  obeyed,  ought  not  to  be  listened  to; 
but,  when  those  instructions  and  requests  coin* 
cide  with  the  wishes  of  his  more  immediate 
constituentSy  of  those  by  whom  he  was  elected, 
and  for  whom  he  acts,  the  course  is  plain  $  there 
remains  but  one  alternative,  compliance  or  reaig- 
nation. 

On  great  Constitutional  questions,  I  hold  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  a  Representative  to  receive  in* 
structions  from  no  man  or  body  of  men ;  I  mean 
those  questions,  wherein  the  Constitutional  and 
chartered  rights  of  the  Government  and  the 
people  are  concerned.  In  forming  a  decision  on 
such  subjects,  1  am  under  an  obligation  para- 
mount to  all  that  man  can  impose.  Having,  in 
the  presence  of  that  Being  who  ^  will  not  hold 
him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain,"  sol* 
emniy  sworn  to  sapport  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  my  own  judgment  must  be  my 
guide.  In  discharging  so  much  of  the  duties  im* 
posed  by  that  obligation,  as  prevents  its  violation, 
It  is  not  for  man  to  dictate,  but  for  the  conscience 
and  judgment  to  direct.  If,  unfortunately,  the 
judgment  be  erroneous,  the  same  instrument  has 
l>reiicribed  the  mode  of  correcting  the  error.  Far 
iifTerent  is  the  case  in  all  questions  of  mere  policy. 
Prom  the  [Mople,  we  first  derive  the  power  of 
legislation ;  it  U,  or  ou^ht  to  be  for  their  benefit, 
ihat  we  are  clothed  with  that  pover ;  on  them 
be  ia ws  we  enact  are  to  have  effect,  and  to  them 
ve  are  accountable  for  the  use  of  the  trust  they 
lave  repooed  ia  us.  On  all  the  usual  subjects  of 
egtslation,  the  people  have  a  right  to  be  haard ; 
lay  what  we  may,  they  will  be  heard,  and  not 
niy  heard,  but  they  will  be  obeyed.  With 
hem  reatdea  the  sovereign  power,  with  them  the 
physical  atreogth.  If  the  law  is  so  universally 
considered  as  objectionable,  and  the  public  ex- 
iresaion  of  disapprobation  is  to  have  effect,  what 
^ttgbt  to  be  done  ?  Adopt  the  amendmento  pro* 
K>sed  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia, 
^Mr.  Ramoolpb.)  Repeal  the  law  of  the  last  sea* 
lion,  to  take  effect  from  the  day  when  it  pnascd ; 
}bliterata  it  from  our  statute  book,  and  offer  it  a 
tacr  ifioe  to  appease  the  indignation  of  this  people ; 
leduci  from  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  the 
nembem  during  the  last  and  the  present  session, 
(o  mach  as  the  same  shall  have  exceeded  the 
brmer  rate  of  compensation.  If  we  move  at  all, 
[  go  to  the  extent ;  adopt  some  principle  for  our 
ruide  ;  either  do  nothing,  or  do  au  that  is  re^tiir^* 
^by  should  we  hesitate?  there  ought  to  be  noth* 
Dg  of  feeling  on  this  subject,  there  most  certainly 
ihould  be  nothing  like  reluctance.  The  passage 
>f  the  law  of  the  last  session  has  never  been  at* 
:ri bated  to  corrupt  motives;  the  members  of  this 
Eiouse,  I  trust,  sii^  are  above  6ven  the  suspicion 
3f  corruption.  Shall  we  not  incur  that  sua* 
picion,  if,  having  reduced  the  compensation  to 
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the  former  standard  for  the  next  Congress,  we  re- 
fuse to  reduce  it  for  ourselves?  I  wul  never  ac- 
cept, for  myself,  what  I  am  not  wilting  to  allow 
to  others  for  similar  services ;  I  will  never  retain 
what  has  given  rise  to  the  murmurs  of  the  people. 
In  making  these  observations,  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  1  am  not  under  the  influence  of  any 
instructions  from  my  immediate  constituents.  As 
a  member  of  the  present  Congress,  I  have  re- 
ceived no  instructions  from  them,  either  express 
or  implied ;  neither  am  1  under  the  influence  of 
any  pledge ;  but  where  is  the  member,  who  on 
this  subject  can  be  ignorant  of  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents  1  The  storm  has  beaten  as  severely 
on  me  as  on  an  jr  of  my  associates  in  this  Houscl, 
and  if  after  having  received  the  strong  proof  of 
the  continued  confidence  of  those  whom  I  here 
represent,  I  could  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  solicita- 
tions, it  would  be  a  species  of  the  most  palpable 
ingratitude.  Sir,  one  word  as  to  the  effect  of 
yielding  to  the  public  voice.  .  It  will  derogate 
nothing  from  the  character  of  this  body.  It  will 
inspire  the  peo^e  with  new  confidence  in  this 
Qovernment.  The  strength  of  a  Republic  de* 
pends  on  the  attachment  of  its  members.  How 
IS  that  attachment  to  be  preserved,  how  con- 
firmed ?  Surely,  not  by  the  most  obstinate  ad- 
herence to  unpopular  measures,  not  by  placing 
the  Qovernment  in  array  against  the  nation.  Oft^ 
en  is  the  most  determinate  British  administra- 
tion literally  found  to  field  to  the  demands  of 
that  people.  But  permit  me  to  say,  that  of  all 
subjects,  the  one  now  under  discussion,  would, 
from  its  peculiar  nature,  seem  to  be  the  last  upon 
which  we  should  be  tenacious  of  opinion. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  un- 
pleasant for  him  to  detail  his  own  history,  but  as 
some  of  the  speeches  which  had  been  delivered 
on  this  subject,  might  be  construed  into  an  effort 
at  electioneering,  he  trusted  he  might  be  indulged 
in  saying,  what  was  well  known  to  his  col- 
leagues, that  he  declined  being  a  candidate  for 
member  of  Congress  at  the  last  election.  My 
constituents,  however,  said  Mr.  C,  contrary  to 
my  expectations,  have  again  returned  me  as  a 
member  of  this  House.  I  assure  you,  sir,  I 
have  no  wish  to  continue  in  any  public  situa- 
tion. It  is  my  desire  and  determination,-  ere 
long,  to  return  to  the  practice  of  my  profession, 
and  to  discharge  the  various  duties  which  d^ 
voive  upon  me,  to  my  family  and  to  society. 
I  look  forward,  with  pleasure,  to  the  period 
when  official  responsibility  shall  no  longer  be  at- 
tached to  my  character.  I  mention  these  circum- 
stances, sir,  to  show  that  I  am  not  actuated 
upon  this  occasion,  from  mere  motives  of  pop- 
ular favor.  When  the  compensation  law,  as  it 
is  called,  which  we  are  now  about  to  repeal, 
was  under  consideration,  I  thought  it  was  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  intelligent  and  virtuous  men 
mifht  fairlv  entertain  an  honest  difference  of 
opmion.  Although^  sir,  I  was  opposed  to  the 
law,  and  of  course  differed  in  opiniuo  upon  this 
subject  with  its  advocates,  I  have  never  With- 
drawn from  them  my  respect  and  friendship.  I 
have  often  said,  that  the  compensation  law  was 
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•vpportcd,  tnd  its  bcacfits  rtetifvd  by  n«i  fiir 
maier  and  better  tb«n  mf  aelf ;  men  wboflelaleots 
I  adnired,  and  whose  virtocs  I  revered.  Sir,  this 
sabjeet  night  have  received  a  eotreei  and  just 
dtspoeicioii  in  tranqviUttj  and  fnendsbip.  It  in- 
YmwtB  no  mat  intrinsic  difienlty.  I  have  wit- 
nessed with  regret,  the  estreme  sensibiiitr  and 
exciteniettt  manifested  in  the  eoone  of  tbe  dis- 
cussion.  Elzpressiotts  have  escaped  a  gentlensan, 
woandiof  to  my  feelings,  and  to  the  moral  sense 
and  dignity  of  the  Coauntttee.  A  slander  has 
been  cast,  by  some  persons,  opon  the  good  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  possessing  infidelity  and 
laxity  of  .moral  principle.  Repablicnnism  nnd 
inidelitv  have  been  represented  as  inseparable 
companions;  but,  sir,  onr  rdigioos  hisiory  re- 
pels this  unfonnded  impatntion.  This  RepobUc 
IS  tho  soil,  wbefe,  in  my  npprehension,  refined 
mtarality  and  nndefiled  religion  will  flonrisb  to 
the  latest  ages.  I  hope  the  character  of  onr  de- 
bales  will  aot  militate  against  this  consoling 
Iden.  b  it  possible,  sir,  that  the  good  people  who 
crowd  our  gallery,  have  been  constrained  to  hear 
laognage  uttered  upon  this  floor,  calcnlated  to 
awaken  in  their  bosoms  the  mingled  emotions  of 
pity,  astonishment,  and  disgust  1  Bat,  sir,  to  re* 
turn  to  the  subject  more  immediately  under  con- 
sidemtion.  In  this  (Soveroment,  all  authority  is 
dsrvved  from  the  people.  Thev  are  the  repository 
of  power,  and  the  fuantain  of  honor.  From  them 
we  have  received  our  official  elevation.  We  are 
tbeir  pnhlic  agents ;  and  to  them  we  are'  respoa- 
slb&e  for  our  conduct.  In  short,  sir,  I  hold  that 
the  people  have  a  right  to  instruct  their  Repre* 
sentatives ;  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  obey,  aiider 
certain  qualifications,  the  voice  of  oor  constitn- 
ants*  To  the  Governor  of  the  Universe,  we  nre 
under  obligations,  paramount  to  any  which  we 
can  owe  to  man.  Should  the  insuuctioos  of  my 
ooastituents,  therefore,  confiict  with  the  Constitn- 
tioQ,  or  with  my  ideas  of  moral  propriety,  (an 
event  which  I  by  no  means  aaticipate,)  I  slumid 
nM  hesitate  how  to  aot.  Only  two  alternatives 
would  be  presented  to  my  choice ;  to  disregard 
their  instruotioas,  or  to  resign  my  seat  in  this 
honorable  body.  As  to  public  sentiment  and 
lealittg  on  the  compensation  law,  I  can  only  add 
roy  testimony  in  favor  of  the  declarition  of  hon- 
orable  members,  who  have  assured  yon  that  it  is 
getaeratly  disapprobated  and  condemned. 

Mr.  Chairmnn)  I  have  no  ambition  to  detain 
yon  bv  repeating  narratives  and  arguments  whicii 
nave  been  afibrded  by  gentlemen,  founded  on  the 
manifestation  of  pubuc  opinion,  strongly  evincing 
the  propriety  of  repealing  this  ofiensive  law.  l 
will  only  say,  tliat  in  the  district  in  which  I  have 
the  happiness  to  reside,  the  efiect  of  the  compen- 
sntido  law  was  eleetrical.  It  aroused  into  active 
opposition,  not  only  those  who  had  been  habitu- 
ally engaffed  in  polities',  but  also  many  who  had 
seldom  if  ever  been  seen  before  on  the  political 
theatre.  It  is  high  time,  then,  that  this  law, 
which  has  received  such  universal  denunciation, 
shotld  be  repealed.  I  should  have  been  happy 
to  have  acted  opon  this  subject  earlier  in  the  ses- 
The  people  are  undoubtedly  (apposed  to 


that  pan  of  the  law  which  fisea  tho  mndm  aioox 
cemponsntion,  bat  more  especially  to  the  amoent 
wa  are  authorised  to  receive.    Sir,  rvpeal  the 
law,  reduce  our  wages  to  the  oM  sumdard  of  six 
dollars  per  day,  and  they  will  be  sntisfied.    They 
flenemliy  think  this  eompensatioa  ade^oaie. — 
Upon  this  point  some  of  os  entcrtaiB  a  different 
opinion.    I  am  disposed,  however,  to  bow  to  the 
public  will,  so  clearly  expressed  on  this  oeeasioo, 
and  to  try  the  conseqneace.    But  we  ate  called 
upon  by  ^nitlemen  to  refund  a  part  of  the  moaey 
which  we  have  received  under  the  eonpensation 
law.    This  is  taking  higher  ground  IImib  I  have 
seen  taken  in  the  newspapers,  or  than  I  have 
anywhere  heard  in  converaa^n.    The  laav  was 
not  corruptly  procured.    It  was  pasaod  in  this 
House  upon  mature  delihemtion,  and  teeeivcd 
the  solemn  sanction  of  all  hranchcs  of  the  Qov- 
ernment.    I  never  conceived  it  mjust  or  tan- 
proper  in  me  to  reeoive  the  amoant  of  eoospcn- 
satioo  thus  nffimled.    I  have  never  felt  nay  eoaiH 
punctious  visitings  of  conscience  lor  this  part  of 
my  conduct.    When  this  shnM  be  the  ease,  I  hope 
I  may  be  faithfal  to  manileat  a  4mf.   Cenemv* 
lag  then,  sir,  that  I  am  neither  enUed  opon  by  the 
voice  of  my  oonatitaents,  or  of  jnsiiee^  to  rmnd 
any  part  of  the  money  confiMned  on  me  by  the 
compensation  law,  I  shall  voce  aceordioglf  •    Let 
other  gentlemen  follow  the  dictntea  of  thetr  own 
enlightened  renson  nnd  conscience  in  te  decistoe 
of  this  question. 

I  know  it  has  been  said  that  the  ceurM  f  advo- 
cated would  drive  nsen  of  talents,  learning,  and 
integrity,  from  the  National  Cowocils.  Upon 
this  argument.  1  do  not  at  present  haxaitl  an 
opinion;  but  I  will  say,  that  if  an  evil  of  this 
kind  should  be  produced  and  aseertaioed,  in  the 

Sood  sense  and  virtue  of  the  comaMwiiy  it  wouM 
nd  its  corrective.  The  people  of  the  tJniud 
States  are  too  irell  informed ;  they  too  strongl|p' 
desire  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness  to  suf- 
fer a  consequence  of  this  description  long  to  eatiat 
without  applying  the  appropriate  remedy. 

There  is  certainly  one  -aspect  in  which  this 
subject  can  he  viewed,  which  augurs  well  for  the 
purity  and  stability  of  our  republican  inatitutioiia. 
It  demonstrates  that  the  people  are  jealona  of 
what  they  deem  to  be  their  rights ;  that  they  are 
watchful  over  the  conduct  of  their  public  agenta. 
On  this  subject,  however,  some  think  they  have 
mistaken  the  true  path  of  intereat.  Whether  this 
is  the  fact  time  will  diseloaa.  Our  oqierience  on 
this  subject  will,  moreover,  add  another  proof  of 
the  excellency  of  the  foms  of  onr  Qevctnment. 
It  will  show  that  the  people,  without  wading 
through  blood  and  slaoghier,  by  resortia^  to 
Revolutionary  measures,  have  it  io  tbeir  posre^ 
in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  to  abro- 
gate what  they  conceive  to  be  unjust  or  of^wes- 
sive  laws,  and  to  substitute  others,  in  their  opiit- 
ion,  more  consonaat  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
principles  of  rational  liberty. 

Mr.  HuLaanT,  of  Massachnsetts,  said,  less  than 
one  year  ago,  after  long  discussion  and  mntore 
deliberation,  we  passed  ue  law  which  is  now  in 
review  before  us.    There  does  not  now  exist  a 
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single  oM«etion  agfttnst  the  tnetsafe  worthy  of 
notice,  woieh  was  not  then  repeatedly  ftfid  ^ehe- 
mently  urged ;  nor  itrte  there  one  tvgiiment  which 
eould  then  be  osed  in  fitror  of  the  pasmge  of  the 
]aw  wbieh  may  not  at  this  time,  with  greater 
force,  be  brooght  agaiost  itB  repeal.    Shall  we 
not  then  abide  by  what  we  have  dotiet    Bball 
the  senseless  clamor  wshteh  we  bare  heard  make 
ns  give  np  oar  opinion  and  oppose  the  dicfates  of 
our  own  consciences?  Shall  we  now  repeal  this 
law  which  we  so  lately  passed,  and  which  we 
still  deem  essential  to  our  eoamtry's  good?    No, 
it  wotfM  be  a  gross  violation  of  onr  public  daty, 
and  a  ernef  aet  of  self  degradation.    To  nse  the 
langoage  of  Butke,  h  Wonld  be  toue^hmg  the  bot- 
tom of  hmniltation ;  onr  lead  Would  be  brought 
up  covered  with  mad. 

Sir,  the  adoption  of  the  propositions  now  be* 
foTe  08  would  surely  hang  us  on  otae  of  the  horns 
of  this  dilefnmii.  We  must  either  confees  our* 
selves  guilty  of  extreme  rashness  In  the  vote  we 
gave  last  session,  or  -of  cowardice  in  the  one  we 
now  give. 

I  cannot,  eaid  Mr.  H*,  refrain  from  expressing 
my  astonishment,  that  a  motion  to  repeal  this  law 
should  have  oome  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RAROoiiPH.)    At  the  last 
session  he  not  waf  voted  for  the  law,  but  the  ut- 
most powers  of  his  wit  and  eloquence  were  ex- 
erted to  procure  its  passage;  and  even  at  this 
session  he  has  dedared  his  mtstaken  eonftdenee 
in  the  jnetiee  and  propriety  of  the  measure,  and 
has  poured  a  torrent  of  ridieute  upon  the  oppo- 
sition to  it.    But  now  ^hac  honorable  gentleman 
is  not  contended  with  moving  the  repeal  of  the 
law;  no,  he  goes  a  gianfs stride  b^ond  that;  he 
proposes  that  we  ehoold  be  compelled  to  restore 
to  the  Treasary  whatever  we  may  have  received 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  former  compensation. 
How  these  propositions  can  be  consistent  with 
the  course  beretofore  taken  by  him,  I  will  leave 
to  the  great  ingenuity  of  that  gentleman  to  show; 
for  I  must  ttcnowledge  that  it  is  far  beyond  niy 
power.    9ir,  the  honorable  gentteman  has  re* 
peatedly  deckoed,  that,  if  he  had  voted  against 
the  passage  of  the  law,  he  would  sooner  have 
thrust  his  band  into  his  neighbor's  pocket  and 
purloined  his  money,  than  to  have  tnken  from 
the  Treasttry  one  cent  beyond  the  6hl  allowance 
of  six  dollars  per  day.    Tou  will  permit  me,  sir, 
to  say,  that,  since  f  gave  my  vote  for  the  law,  I 
would  as  soon  confess  myself  gdilty  of  theft  and 
robbery,  as  to  vote  for  the  last  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  gentleman.    We  have 
received  nothinx  more  tmin  what  a  law  consti- 
tntionally  passed— a  law  which  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  still  declares  to  be  just  and  righteou»-~ 
gave  us.    Why,  then,  refund  the  money?    I  do 
not  care  for  the  pitiful  sum  rn  question;  no,  I 
would  not  contend  a  moment  for  that.    But  I 
will  contend  for  principle,  for  consistency.    I  re- 
member being  present  in  my  early  youth  when  a 
stranger  entered  the  room,  and,  reminding  the 
head  of  the  family  of  a  theft  which  had  been 
committed  upon  his  goods  many  years  before  that 
time,  confessed,  wiln  team  in  his  eyes,  that  he 


#as  tlse  thief.  HedeelafadthiithehadvepaiKoi 
of  his  crime,  and  had  cenw  to  -mcke  reaiituiioa, 
wbieh  he  nithfally  did  to  the  utmost  farthing. 
Sir,  the  ootidant^of  that  man  I  have  Uwa^rs  ad- 
mired, and  if,  like  htm,  I  eould  comndet  tuyeelf  a 
Mon,  i  woald  follow  his  example:  I  would  con* 
fees  my  guilt,  and  hasten  to  asakn  rsatitntion  to 
the  people ;  I  would  vote  for  the  proposed  amiand- 
meat.  But  I  have  no  eoneeionsneas  of  guilt,  cad 
therefbre  I  wtti  make  no  eonlbnioa.  1  will  abide 
by  whht  I  have  done.  Sir,  I  hatra  seen  in  newa* 
papers  stories  of  thieves,  who.  having  swallowed 
the  mpoaey  they  had  stolen,  had  emetics  forced 
down  theif  throats  to  compd  them  to  diagorgn 
their  i^U-gottett  gains.  I  Mpa  that  that  proeesa 
did  notsuggeat  to  the  gentlettian  the  peopositios 
he  has  made. 

Gan  it  be  poseible  that  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  really  wishes  the  repeal  of  this  law?  No, 
he  shakes  his  head— 4ie  denies  h.  I  am  hsft,  then, 
to  eoojeetnre  the  objest  he  baa  in  view.  S«m  t 
am  that  no  nnmorthy  motive  oan  govern  him« 
He  ie  as  iraoh  above  what  he  ean  thtifk  dishon- 
orable cottduet,  as  the  Hvblimeat  flight  of  the 
eagle  is  above  the  ereeptng  reftiie. 

idr.  ChainwMi,  f  well  remember  that ihfenrop»> 
sicioo  for  raistne  the  compensation  of  memners  of. 
Congress  was  first  soggested  to  me  Inr  my  hon* 
orable  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Joenaoir;) 
He  requested  my  opinion  as  to  the  propi>lety  of 
the  measove.  After  mking  tinee  to  deliberate  oa 
the  subject,  I  assured  him  that  I  apnioved  ni  his 
plan,  and  wonld  give  it  my  emrdial  support.  I 
rejoiced  that  the  motion  would  come  mm  one 
who  was  above  all  sospicioo  of  mean  and  sordid 
viewe— one  who  had  proved  his  patriotism,  and 
was  thon  bleeding  with  the  wounds-  he  had  ro- 
oeived  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Sir,  I  was 
fiiithfol  to  my  promise.  I  gave  him  all  the  egp» 
port  I  ebuld :  I  gave  him  my  vote,  and  I  rejoioed 
with  him  when  the  law  was  passed,  for  I  ifaoufht 
it  osaential  to  the  public  good.  With  what  pWM*' 
ure  did  I  see  that  honorable  gentleman  rise  m  haa 
seat,  a  lew  days  stnee,  in  defence  of  rkte  law  I 
I  thought  It  due  to  himself  and  his  friends  that 
he  should  de^d  the  measare  he  bad  originaaed. 
I  listened  to  his  animated  and  powerfm  argtN 
meat,  and  it  atrei^bened  and  oonfiroaed  th* 
opinion  I  had  adopted.  But  with  what  surpriea 
and  regret  did  I  hear  htm  concluding  hia  speeoh 
with  a  motion  40  repeal  or  modify  the  law  he  had 
so  nobly  defended  1  I  cannot  deny  that  it  gave 
me  pain. 

You  will  allow  me^  sir,  to  advert  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  which  has  been  made  upon  ^n 
sobgeet.  That  report  is  manifeetly  the  prodve* 
tion  of  great  talents.  It  heavs  on  evevy  page  the 
stamp  of  powerfol  intellecL  It  is  an  onanswer* 
able  argument  in  support  of  the  pieseot  law,  and 
yet  it  concludes  by  recommending  ita  repeal !  Sir, 
the  speech  of  the  bonomble  gentleman  trom  Ken- 
tveky.  and  the  report  I  have  mentioned,  remind 
me  Off  war  elephants,*  whioh  sometimes  in  the 
heat  and  confusion  of  battle  turn  from  the  enemy 
and  trample  down  their  owners. . 

Sir,  what,  olyeetioiw  have  been  made  againet 
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law  ?  Is  the  pr^ie9 1  eompcuMtioB  too  great  1 
Few,  Tery  few,  havemtde  the  asseition.  Thehon- 
orable  feotleman  from  KeoCttckr,  (Mr.  Dbsba,) 
it  must  be  admitted,  has  taken  that  srouad,  aad 
has  declared  that  the  old  allowance  of  six  dollars 
per  day  was  sufficiently  high.  He  has  made  a 
minute  calculation  of  the  expenses,  which  be 
thinks  would  reasonably  be  incurred  by  attending 
a  session  of  five  months,  and  concludes  that  a  mem- 
ber might  carry  home  to  his  famiW  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  know  that  that  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  incapable  of  stating  anything 
which  ne  does  not  think  perfectly  correct,  and  no 
one  will  doubt  that  he  lives  in  this  city  in  a  style 
becoming  a  gentleman.  But  if  he  can  save  the 
sum  he  names,  he  surelv  most  hare  an  art  in  man- 
agins[  his  affairs  whicn  very  few  of  us  possess. 
Admitting,  however,  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
menl,  I  would  not  wish  for  a  stronger  argument  to 
show,  that  the  late  compensation  was  quite  insuf- 
ficient. It  would  give  as  only  foor  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  our  fam- 
ilies for  five  months,  and  to  compensate  us  for 
our  abandonment  of  our  profeesions  or  occupa- 
tions, add  the  consequent  derangement  of  our 
private  afiairs.  £ven  the  gentleman  himself,  on 
reflection,  seemed  startled  at  his  own  argument, 
and  hastened  from  it,  to  tell  us  how  much  honor 
we  receive  by  beinffmemberaof  Congress.  Honor, 
air  1  are  we  obamelions,  that  we  can  live  on  air  i 
1  most  acknowledge  that  I  fear  we  shall  prove 
onrselves  rather  too  much  like  those  strange  an- 
imals I  for  if  we  now  repeal  this  law,  we  shall 
prove  at  least  that  we  can  change  our  opinions 
quite  as  easily  as  they  can  change  their  colors. 
But.  if  we  can  live  on  honor,  will  it  feed  and 
•clothe  our  families?  No,  sir,  while  we  are  strut- 
ting here,  inflated  with  honor,  they  may  befrees- 
ing  and  starving  at  home.  And  vou  will  allow 
me.  sir^  to  say.  that  he  who  can  forget  his  wife 
and  children,  ahhoush  he  mav  have  a  sound  head« 
must  have  a  rotten  heart,  and  is  unfit  for  a  legis- 
lalor. 

I  have  never  seen  the  ol^tjon  to  the  amount 
of  compensation  placed  in  a  stronger  point  of  view, 
than  has  been  done  by  an  honorable  ffentleman, 
who  lately  resigned  his  seat  on  this  floor,  (Mr. 
Mayraat,  of  South  Carolina.)  In  his  letter  of 
itsignation,  he  says,  the  present  compensation 
law  opens  the  door  of  Congress  to  virtue  and  ul- 
ants,  and  costs  his  constituents,  beyond  what  ther 
formerly  paid,  less  than  one  cent  and  one-fourth 
of  a  cent  each,  per  year. 

It  has  ever  been  my  opinion,  that  the  allowance 
to  members  of  Congress  should  be  such,  as  would 
draw  into  the  councils  of  the  nation  men  of  dis- 
tinguished talenu  and  information,  from  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  whether  rich  or  poor.  Nothing  can 
be  more  important  to  the  people,  than  that  their 
Representatives  should  be  men  of  that  description, 
and  that  they  should  be  placed  above  tempution 
to  abandon  their  seats  for  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
Executive,  or  for  lucrative  employments  in  pri- 
vate life.  Trace  the  sMbject  to  the  commence- 
ment of  our  Crovernment,  and  how  many  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  do  we 


find  resigning  their  seats,  beeaase  they  cannot 
endure  the  sacrifice  which  their  situation  requires 
of  them  1  This  causes  a  constant  soecessioo  of 
new  and  inexperienced  members;  dhtncis  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  and  forbids  the  hope  of  the 
establishment  of  a  broad  and  lasting  syitem  of 
policy,  which  shall  look  to  the  permaneat  pros- 
perity and  glory  of  the  country. 

Sir.  I  will  dwell  no  longer  on  this  point.  Im 
confiaent  that  the  cool  and  deliberate  opinioD  of 
the  people  will  be,  that  the  compensation  it  not 
too  nigh. 

An  objection  which  has  been  very  stienuooily 
urged  against  the  law,  is  this,  that  the  compenss- 
tion  should  have  been  an  allowance  per  day,  and 
not  a  salary.    I  have  ever  considered  the  cootest 
on  this  point  as  a  mere   dispute  about  words. 
Surely  it  makes  no  difierence  with  the  TreaMrjr, 
whether  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  be  ukoi 
from  it,  be  received  in  the  former  or  the  hitter 
mode.    The  amount  which  the  people  have  to 
pay,  is  the  same;  and  it  is  no  high  complimeoc 
to  their  understanding,  to  suppose  that  they  refsrd 
the  form,  and  not  the  aobstanee  of  things.    Why 
should  there  be  anything  so  frightful  in  the  idea 
of  a  salary  1    Sir,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  receives  a  salary.    So  does  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, who  presides  over  the  highest  Liqgislatife 
branch  of  the  Qovernment.    Look  throughout 
the  government  of  the  Union,  and  that  of  the  in- 
dividual States,  and  how  frequent,  how  common 
are  salaried  officers !    Are  not  the  judges  of  our 
highest  courts  of  that  description  1   I  know  it  will 
be  answered,  and  trulv,  that  the  judges  are  obliged 
to  spend  the  whole  of  the  year  in  courts,  in  the 
study  of  the  laws,  and  otherwise  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  high  duties.    And  what,  sir,  is  the 
duty  of  a  memMr  of  Coojgress?    Will  we  have 
fully  performed  it  by  having  faithfully  a  trended 
the  several  sessions  1    No,  sir ;  he  who  legislates 
for  eight  millions  of  people ;  he  to  whose  care  the 
destinies  of  the  nation  are  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree committed,  should  keep  his  eye  steadily  fixed 
on  the  public  weal— should  consider  himself  con- 
stantly in  the  service  of  his  country.    There  can- 
not, then,  be  any  incongruity  in  ine  ideas  of  le- 
gislator and  salary. 

It  is  amusing  to  notice  upon  what  opposite 
grounds  this  m^e  of  compensation  has  been  de- 
nounced. The  Legislature  of  one  of  the  States 
has  resolved  that  it  was  beneath  our  dignity  to 
make  ourselves  salaried  officers ;  that  is  xo  say,  it 
was  beneath  our  dignity  to  place  ourselves  oa  a 
level  in  that  respect,  with  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States.  At  the  same  time,  meetings  of 
patriots  in  other  parts  of  the  country  were  as 
stoutly  resolving,  that  we  had  taken  to  ourselrei 
too  much  consequence, and  had  exalted  onrselres 
quite  too  hieh.  Sir,  I  cannot  think  that  the  op- 
position to  the  mode  of  compensatioQ  is  support- 
ed by  any  substantial  reason.  It  appears  to  me 
to  be,  ([enerally,  the  last  resort  of  those  who  had 
determined  to  raise  a  clamor  against  the  law,  at 
all  events,  and  who,  being  forced  to  admit  thst  the 
present  compensation  is  not  too  high,  aeized  on  this 
objection,  in  the  true  spirit  of  Goldsmith's  school- 
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master,  that,  even  Chough  raotiaished*  they  might 
argue  iitiJL 

Mr.  CiiairmaD,  it  has  beco  repeatedly  asserted, 
that  it  is  indelicate  and  improper  for  members  of 
Cuogress  to  determine  their  own  compensation. 
Sir,  there  is  a  perfect,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  an 
eocirely  satisfactory  answer  to  this  objection. 
When  the  origrinal  draught  of  the  Constitution,  as 
made  by  the.  Convention,  was  proposed  to  the  peo- 
ple for  adoption,  it  contained  an  article  expressly 
prohibiting  Congress  from  paasiog  any  law  for 
raising  the  compensation  of  its  own  members, 
which  should  take  effect  before  an  election  should 
ha?einterrened.  Thisarticle  was  rejected, and  left 
out  of  the  Constitution.  The  people,  then,  hare 
decided  the  question.  They  have  determined 
that  it  is  proper  for  us  to  fix  our  own  compensa* 
tion :  and, air,  having  made  up  our.mindsto  raise 
the  allowance,  it  would  have  been  a  false  delicacy 
in  affected  duregard  of  self-interest,  not  to  have 
embraced  in  the  provision  the  present  Congress. 

But  it  is  said  tnat  the  voice  of  the  people  com- 
mands the  repeal  of  this  law.  Sir,  I  deny  the 
fact.  Gentlemen  have  miauken  the  clamor  of 
lewspapera,  and  the  noise  of  p^rtv  spirit,  and  fae- 
:iou8  demagogues,  for  the  voice  ot  the  nation.  No 
one,  1  trust,  entertains  a  higher  respect  for  the 
3ool  and  deliberate  opinions  of  the  people,  than  I 
io.  fiut  I  have  heard  no  such  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

The  first  clamor  against  this  law,  which  I  re- 
uember  to  have  hearc^and  to  have  thought  worthy 
»f  notice,  was  raised  m  the  greatest  commercial 
:ity  in  the  Union.  An  important  election  was 
ibout  to  take  place.  A  meeting  of  one  of  the 
>arties  was  called,  at  which,  resolutions  were 
Mssed,  deoounciag  in  bitter  terms  the  eompensa- 
ioQ  law,  and  charging  it  to  the  account  or  their 
political  opponents.  This  immediately  produced 
ioleflt  recrimination,  and  the  charge  was  furi- 
usly  retorted.  Sir,  the  accusation  on  both  sides 
ras  uojusc  The  compensation  law  was  no  party 
leasure.  It,  however,  soon  became  fashionable 
a  various  parts  of  the  Union,  for  the  great  polit- 
:al  parties  to  attack  each  other  with  this  formi- 
able  weapon.  Federal  and  Democratic  dema- 
ogaes  contended  who  should  be  foremost  and 
oudeat  in  denouncing  the  compensation  men : 
be  ariiUery  of  the  press  was  opened  upon  us; 
[legislatures  attacked  us  with  resolves;  grand 
unes  presented  us ;  and  mobs  hung  us — in  effigy ! 

This,  sir,  is  the  voice  of  the  people,  which  we 
ire  so  solemnly  bound  to  obey,  and  which  has 
pread  such  consternation  within  these  walls ! 

My  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Pabrib)  has  told  the 
Committee  that  he  now  stands  presented  by  a 
^rand  jury,  for  having  voted  for  the  compeoba- 
ioa  law  last  session ;  he  has  declared,  that  it  is 
he  only  time  in  his  life  he  has  been  in  that  sad 
>redicament,  and  he  appears  to  be  much  agitated 
>n  the  subject.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  add  to  the 
ifflictioos  of  ray  honorable  friend ;  but  1  must  re- 
nind  him,  that  it  is  not  the  only  time  he  has  been 
.bus  uakiodiy  noticed  by  a  grand  jury.  He  stands 
presented  for  attending  a  caucus  last  Winter  in 
this  city,  for  the  nominatioa  of  a  candidate  for 


President.  But  I  beg  my  colleague  not  to  be  too 
much  alarmed.  I  am  sure  he  would,  on  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  be  acquitted  of  both  those  chargei. 
But  should  he  now,  with  no  better  reasons  than 
he  has  yet  offered,  vote  to  repeal  the  law.  which 
he  so  lately  zealously  supported,  he  would  riehlf 
deserve  to  be  indicted  for  that  offence,  and  I  am 
confident  that  there  could  not  be  empannelled  in 
this  country  an  honeft  jury  who  would  not  find 
him  guilty. 

Since  grand  juries  have  been  brought  into  this 
debate  by  my  colleague,  to  prove  that  the  voice 
of  the  people  is  against  this  law,  I  must  sa^,  that 
I  recollect  only  two  who  have  acted  oa  this  sub- 
jeot.  One  of  those  grand  inquests  in  a  northern 
State  (Vermont)  presented,  as  a  great  grievance, 
that  We  raised  our  compensation  at  a  time  when 
an  inauspicious  season  threatened  want  and  fam- 
ine. Sir,  when  we  passed  the  law  that  State  was, 
as  usual,  one  hundred  feet,  be  the  same  more  or 
less,  under  snow  1  and  yet  the  evil  that  threatened 
those  wise  men,  at  the  time  they  made  the  pre- 
sentment, was  a  drought!  Aaotner  grand  jury, 
in  Qeorgia,  pHaced  in  a  very  singular  predicament 
some  of  the  Representatives  of  that  State,  whom 
I  now  see  in  their  seats.  Although  those  honor- 
able gentlemen  voted  with  all  their  might  against 
the  law,  yet  they  were  presented  because  ihey 
didj  on  other  subjects,  maire  long,  laborious,  ana 
tedious  speeches,  and  also  because  they  did  not 
make  like  speeches  against  the  compensation  law. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  voice  of  the  people  has  pro- 
duced one  very  wonderful  effect.  It  has  made 
my  honorable  iriend  (Mr.  Parbib)  fall  most  des- 
perately In  love  with  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chilsetts.  This  I  rejoice  to  learn,  and  I  hope  he 
will  prove  no  fickle  lover.  For  ^jrears  past  that 
gentleman  has  been  quarrelling  with  that  Legis- 
lature ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  racon- 
cilration  and  attachment  ara  unfeigned,  for  he  has 
given  the  strongest  proofs  of  their  sincerity.  He 
has  informed  the  Committee  that  he  has  received 
certain  resolves  from  that  Legislature,  requeating 
him  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  compensation 
law ;  and  that,  although  he  voted  for  that  law 
last  session,  and  then  tbo«^[ht  it  a  just  and  neeea- 
sary  measure,  and  still  thinks  so,  yet  he  feels  him- 
self bound  to  obey  the  request  he  has  received, 
and  shall  cheerfully  give  op  hb  own  opinion.  Do 
the  Committee  wish  for  any  further  evidence  of 
his  sincere  devotion  ?  They  will  then  do  my  col- 
league the  justice  to  recollect,  that  he  never  even 
named  the  Legislature,  without  making  a  very, 
low  and  reverential  bow. 

Sir,  I  too  have  received  copies  of  ceruin  late 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 
That  honorable  body  has  been  pleased  to  resolve 
that  the  compensation  law,  passed  last  session, 
'*  is  an  innovation  upon  the  custom,  and  not  coa* 
genial  with  the  Republican  principles  of  our  Gor- 
ernment,"  and  has  requested  mel,  among  others, 
to  use  my  influence  to  effect  its  repeal*  i  will  not 
obey  the  request.  I  will  vote  against  the  repeal, 
and  will  surely  oppose  it  with  the  little  infltienee 
I  may  have.  My  judgment  and  my  conscieoee 
plainly  point  out  to  me  that  cotme.  My  opinion 
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hM  been  detibeisWly  fbimed«*ift  ib  ixed,  bttt  not 
as  in.  fr  frost ;  I  will  not  give  it  op  to  mnf  nui,  ot 
body  of  men,  on  enrth* 

As  kiog  as  memory  sfa«ll  bold  »  sent  in  my 
brain,  I  sball  be  warmly  auached  to  Massaebn* 
setts.  It  is  the  land  of  my  nntivity.  There  I  first 
drew  my  breath,  and  there  are  the  objects  of  my 
fondest  affections.  I  am  proud  of  it  as  the  bnth^ 
place  of  American  freedom.  There  streamed  the 
nrst  blood  that  sealed  and  sanctified  ourindepend* 
enoe,  and  there,  I  trusty  will  stream  the  last  in  its 
defence.  I  cannot,  however,  fait  to  ezpsess  my 
reere^t^  that  the  Legislature  of  that  great  atid  now- 
erlol  Commonwealth.  shonU  have  thought  nt  to 
interfere  in  •  concern  so  trifling  and  unimportttnt 
to  the  inauwestt  of  that  State*  It  was  beneath 
their  dignity.  The  agitaiton  of  that  great  body, 
OB  this  Bttle  subject,  resembles 


"        ,    ocean  into  tempest  wrought, 
To  waft  a  Issther,  or  to  drown  a  ffy.** 

U  State  govemioeniB  have  any  right  to  inter* 
fofo  witik  the  doioff^of  Cpngressj  sumy  thai  right 
should  iNa  ^xarsised  only  on  highly  momentous 
oeoasioBs.  And  what  is  the  questioq  which  odg* 
iaaied  the  resoluttona  I  have  reoeived  ?  Oao  not 
pia^f  of  little  importance  to  the  State  from  whieh 
they  came,  but  on  which,  in  my  opinion^  it  was 
wlMliy  ineypf  dieiKi  if  not  absolutely  unlawful, 
fw  the  Legtslatufo  of  that  Stale  la  act.  Sir, 
under  the  Old  Confederation,  each  Stau  bod  the 
fight  ta  fix  the  compensation  of  its  own  nwmhers 
of  Ccngrese;  but  wheo  the  present  Constitution 
was  adoptf  d)  thaf  ilgfan  wis  taken  fiom  the  indi* 
ndnnl  States  and  given  to  CoagMss  eneloaivoly;. 
Why  ?  Bechase  3  was  thought  proper  that  the 
^opreseotatives  i^  all  the  States  shoold  hnve  an 
equal  compensation,  and  because  it  was  known 
thnt  members  of  Congress  would  be  best  qualified 
to  jttd^e  of  the  expenses  and  the  saerifioes  whieh 
their  situation  would  requke,  and,  of  oomr^ey  lo 
detennino  what  wevld  be  a  reasonable  aUowsinoe. 

Shs  tho  resolutions  wMoh  I  have  received  iinm 
Unsmohnsetis,  axe  not  aeeompanied  by  «  stnglo 
veason  to  recommend  them.  The  request  is  a 
nnked  one.  |f  tho  Legislature  had  any  good- 
isaaons  to  offer,  as  jguides  for  my  oondiiot^sutely 
they  would  not  have  been  so  unkind  as  to  keep 
tfaam  back.  I  am  these£oie  hound  to  believe  they 
had  none*  *' An  innovntioa  upon  tho  oiMiom,  and 
not congooial  with  tho  Republican  princinfosof 
our  QovecnmentP'  The  alphahei^  grouea  in  a 
peppe^mill,  would  convey  to  mo  m  disiinot  an 
idea  as  these  words  do— they  mean  anythioi^ 
tbey  mean  nothings   . 

It  has  been  fashionable,  during  this  debate 
while  taikiag  about  the  voice  of  too  people^  for 
gentlemen  to  siato  to  the  Committee  their  expo- 
lience  in  relation  to  this  ill-faud  law*  I  must 
fellow  the  lasfaion;  but  I  will  despatch  the  topic 
in  a  firw  wotds.  On  my  retmn  homfc,  last  Springy 
t  gave  due  notice  to  my  cottstitoeot$  that  I  voted 
for  tho  compeneation  Inw,  and  that  I  never  would 
Vioio  for  its  repeal.  And  yet,  Mr.  ChairmaOi 
stiaageaa  it  may  seem  to  sosm  honorable  genile-> 
omn,  a  convention  of  my  distriqt,.veFy  nunttr- 


oasly  attended,  nutnimously  nominnted  meagun 
for  their  candidate,  and  I  unanimoosly  declmed. 
Such  IS  my  earpcfienea 

Sir,  n  great  statesmna  has  told  m  that  nothing 
is  so  rash  as  ftav.  Let  us  mho  oars  that  in  legis- 
laiing  on  this  subject  we  are  not  iaflnenetd  by  a 
factious  claaKNT,  taking  it  ibr  an  enpremlon  of  the 
real  sentiments  of  the  antioo.  cam  aoafident 
that  the  settled  opinion  of  the  Amersenn  people 
wHI  sanction  what  we  havHi  doneu 

Among  the  many  disastrons  eSaets  wteh  ^e 
repeal  01  ihie  law,  if  it  take  plats,  will  pndoee, 
them  is  one  poeidiarty  to  be  dreaded.  It  will  m- 
courage  a  mean  and  sordid  spirit  us  owr  lcgltla> 
tio»--a  spirit  which  f  am  soiry  to  say  in  already 
qoito  too  prevalent,  its  banofel  influcnee  iscoa* 
stantly  felt,  it  foreeo  us  to  abandon  the  best  is- 
turests  of  the  nation^  Rven  the  sacved  ndvies  of 
WAnniHOTOv  must  be  dlssegarded  or  neglested. 
Let  us  propose  to  fortify  onrootmtvy,  **that  ia 
time  of  peace  wo  may  be  prewred  for  war;"  let 
us  offer  any  great  scheme  of  Intesnal  improve- 
meni^  and-  wu  are  suee  to  have  o«r  earn  <iUBBed 
with  tho  cry  of  ecoaomy  I  economy  1 1  Sir.  I  hate 
that  word.  U  onoo  conveyed  tho  iden  of  a  noble 
virtue;  it  meant  the  safo  and  pmdont  manage- 
nwnti^  ou|  affairs;  it  aow  signifiea  parsimony 
andmeanneec.  It  is  tho  magic  word  inihe  mouui 
of  demago^cs,  by  which  tho  people  are  ohannsd 
out  of  their  senses,  and  cheated  out  of  their  best 
rights.  It  ia  a  siroe  bhnt  in  tho  pohiical  werid ; 
It  prostnMca  the  strength,  and  withersall  the  cnet- 
gfcs  of  oQv  country. 

Sir,  if  we  redvee  tho  compeneotioa  to  what  it 
was  before  the  pussago  of  thie  fanr,  wienmj  sooa 
witness  attempts  to  sink  it  still  lower.  Ito  oae 
can  tell  where  thoF  struggle  for  popnlarity  witt 
end.  A  contest  for  a  seat  in  Congms  will  be 
like  what  the  jockwo  oatt  a  soroh  racoy  which  i9 
so  eontrlvedj  that  the  slowest  and  meanest  horse 
is  always  sure  to  win  the  stake.  Tes^  sir,  men 
will  fill  your  Halt  of  Lei^ilntion,  who  wiU  be 
as  unfit  to  make  laws,  as  an  aas  is  to  tench  al- 
gebra. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  bare  but  few  words  to  add. 
I  deliberately  gave  my  vote  for  the  law  in  ques- 
tion I  I  thonght  it  a  just  and  necessary  measure. 
I  have  reviewed  the  (object,  and  am  entirely  sat- 
isfied with  what  I  have  done.  I  will  not  look  up 
to  the  weathercock  of  popularity,  to  see  which 
way  the  gale  is  blowing.  Not  having  changed 
my  opinion,  I  will  not  change  my  vote,  ff  the 
clamor  of  demagogues  shan  not  cease ;  if  the 
storms  of  faction  snail  continne  to  rnge^  I  have 
only  to  feel  conscious  that  I  hare  done  my  duty, 
and  to  say,  with  King  Lear,  "  blow  winds,  and 
crack  your  cheeks."* 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  said^  he  did  not  expect^  after  tlie 
serious  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  EAMD0L.FH,)  that  during  tke  remalo- 
der  of  his  political  life  he  should  not  offer  anj  pro- 
position to  the  House,  to  hear  so  soon,  from  that 
quarter,  an  amendment  proposed  of  auch  a  deci- 
sire  character. 

[Bir<  BAsnoiiPK  explaioed,  that  he  did  not  mean 
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to  8tf  he  should  iotrodaeoBO  onicttdiiMDU :  he 
spoke  ooJjr  of  original  propoaitioos.1 

Mr.  F.  did  not  mdersliod  the  deckration  to 
hore  had  nny  soeh  Umiteiioo.  He  was  not,  how* 
erer,  ahoui  to  find  fault  mlh  this  change  or  for- 
getfolaesvof  the  resolution  previottsly  aonoonced ; 
he  «•»  ahoot  to  eongmtolate  the  Il»use  and  the 
conitffv,  thai  soom  heaefit  was  hereafter  to  he  de- 
rived from  the  geatieaiaQ's  iaformatioo  and  ez- 
perieoce,  in  the  maoagemcnt  of  the  public  husi* 
aessi  From  the  nature  of  the  amoMinent,  and 
from  the  introdoctory  reoiarkfr  to  it,  it  was  obvi- 
ous that  the  object  was  to  make  the  repealing  law 
so  ohooxtooa  as  to  endanger,  its  final  adoption. 

[Mr«  R.  war  sorry  to  interropt  the  gentleman 
from  Geoigia  again,  bat  his  object  was  to  induce 
the  Honsa  to  act  corraetly  i  this  could  be  done  by 
one  of  two  modes*- preserving  the  old  law,  or 
adopting  his  amendment.] 

Mr.  FoanYTB  wae  glad  to  be  correoted.    He 
had  sa|q|Kwad,  that  ia  aiwuiag  from  the  efibet,  to 
ascertain  the  motive  of  the  proposed  amendment^ 
hje  aras  pursoiag  a  fhir  course  of  reasoning,  and 
oae  eaieaJated  to  lead  him  to  the  tr0th«    As  the 
geotlemao  from  VtrgiBia  had  staled  now  his  view 
so  definitely,  he  should  not  impute  to  him  the  de> 
sign  to  produce  an  effect  which  would  neverthe^ 
1^  follow  the  saecess  of  his  amendmeat.    The 
qaestion  before  the  Committee  is-  now  confined  to 
it^  first  seetioo  of  the  amendment,  and  to  this  he 
should  eoafine  himself.    This  section  proposes  a 
simple  and  oacoaditional  repeal  of  the  act  of  the 
last  sessioa.    Of  the  sneeess  of  this  motion,  there 
anui  no  dcmht.    Alora  mature  reflection  on  the  ef* 
feci  of  thepopnlar  sentiment,  combiaed  to  iaeure 
this  reaalti.    For  his  own  part,  his  opinions  on 
this  subject  had  undergone  no  change.    Ho  had 
been  at  the  last  session  opposed  to  the  law,  which 
was  onfortunatefty  jpaased ;  and  he  was,  of  coarse, 
for  theaame^and  for  no  other  reason,  in  favor  of 
its  repeal.    When  that  subject  wae  uader  con- 
sideratiofi,  he,  had  sMMed  that  he' was  not  opposed 
to  the  aotbeoaase  it  increased  theamouat  of  oooh 
peasalioB*    It  was  because  it  sougtit  to  reaoh 
a  jttatifiabiiB  end  by  improper  and  unjustifiable 
means*    He  should  not  attempt  to  say  anything 
about  tlie  adequacy  of  this  or  that  sum.    A  quee* 
tion  of  amount  did  not  eotei  into  the  present  in<^ 
qniry.    When  that  question  came  regularly  into 
view  he  should  give  his  vote  upon  the  subject,  as 
upon  aid  others,  accord ing  to  the  result  of  his  ex- 
perience and  his  jodgmeot. 

What^  Mr.  F.  asked,  eras  there  to  recommend 
the  law  whieh  is  proposed-  to  im  repealed  ?  Com* 
pared  with  the  old  system,-  it  was  inferior  in  every- 
leapeet  but  one^the  amount  of  compensation. 
Rvery  gentUman  who  has  addressed  you  in  favor 
of  the  present  law,  has  eonfined  himself  to  i<e- 
marks,  iatended  to  show  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
eiease  of  pay,  to.  the  important  political  effects 
liknely  to  arise  from  raising  Legislative  compensa« 
tion  tesometing  like  a  level  with  the  emoluments 
of  Bxeootive  bffioers.  Net  one  syllable  has  been 
uttered  in  favor  of  the  change  from  a  daily  to  aa 
anaoal  aUowanee.  Waa  it  beeause  it  was  inde* 
famahie,  or  did  geatieraen:  iatead  to  iresi  this 


change  upon  the  arguments  of  the  last  session? 
An  increase  of  compensation  is  certainly  justifi*- 
able  and  proper ;  but  the  admission  of  this  fact 
does  not  assist  the  advocates  of  the  new  mode, 
unless  the  idea  is  resorted  to^  that  it  was  neces-^ 
sary  to  chaage  the  manner,  m  order  to  conceal 
the  increase.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  in  order  to  render 
compensation  equitably  proportioned  to  the  ser^ 
vice  performed,  some  rule  must  be  fixed.  In  the 
payment  for  legislative,  as  of  all  other  services^ 
you  most  calculate  either  the  quality,  or  the 
quantity,  of  the  service,  or  the  time  whieh  is  re- 
quired for  its  performance.  The  two  first  afford 
no  safe  foundation  for  a  general  regulation .  Ton 
moat  adhere  to  the  latter  if  you  desire  to  grado* 
ate  the  compensation  either  to  the  amount  of  eae- 
pense  incurred,  or  the  sacrifices  made  iii  per* 
forming  the  duties  reoutred.  It  most  be  obvious^ 
that,  by  the  present  mw,  the  compensation  was 
unnecessarily  |reat  if  the  sessions  of  Congress 
should  be  continued  but  two  or  three  months  ia 
the  year;  and  if  the  public  exigency  should  re* 
^uire  a  continued  session  of  nine  or  twelve  monthS| 
It  was  equally  obvious  that  it  was  shamefully  in*- 
suficient.  Why,  then,  abandon  the  ordinarv,  the 
established,  and  well-settled  rule,  for  this  obnox* 
ious  novelty  ?  When  the  new  system  was  adopted, 
Bfr.  P.  said  he  recollected  well  the  only  area* 
ment  offered  in  itir  favor^he  would  correct  hie 
phrase^he  vrould  not  say  the  only  argument,  al* 
though  it  was  the  only  one  he  rememberea  to 
have  been  used — but  he  would  say  the  prominent 
arguBvent,  upon  which  its  advocates  rested,  waSj 
that  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  mode^  in  ot^ 
der  to  shorten  the  sessions,  and  to  expedite  the 
public  business.  Mr.  F.  considered  this  argu* 
ment  as  altogether  unfounded,  and  the  frutnnl 
source  of  ail  the  clamor  and  excitement  which 
had  been  produced  by  this  measure.  Was  it  not 
announcing  to  thepeople,  that  those  who  used  1^ 
believed  that  a  sufficient  number  of  the  membon 
of  the  House  were  governed  by  the  most  despi*- 
cable  petty  pecuniary  motives  to  prolong  the  sea* 
sions  of  Congress,  and  protraei  the  public  bnsi- 
ness?  Had  gentlemen  any  right  to  complain? 
Could  they  feel  any  surprise,  that,  governed  1^  a 
similar  mode  of  reasoning,  their  own  conduct 
should  be  assailed  by  the  people,  and  the  vilest 
motives  imputed  to  them  ?  Mr.  F.  said,  he  waa 
very  fhr  from  jastiiying  the  popular  clamor  on 
this  subject ;  it  had  feieen  excited  to  an  nnwarrant*- 
able  height,  not  Justified  by  the  occasion,  and  on 
a  pbint  not  sumeieotly  important  to  make  it 
worthy  of  the  ^nsation  it  had  produced.  But  he 
was  desirous  to  show  gentlemen  that  the  fault  lay 
in  some  meaeure,  at  their  own  doors.  In  common 
with  other  members  from  Georgia,  he  bad  been 
assailed  by  those  who  had  resentments  to  satiate, 
or  friendships  to  gratify.  The  attacks  upon  btta, 
from  accidental  causes,  had  not  been  successfU. 
When  it  should  be  his  misfartune  (if  indeed  it 
could  be  called  a  misfortune  to  be  divorced  from 
public  life)  of  being  no  longer  an  acceptable  R^. 
presentative  of  the  people  of  Qeorgia,  he  shoul^ 
endeavor  to  forget  everything  but  the  confidence 
which  had  been  reposed  inhito,  and  shut  his  eye 
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upon  the  unkindness  of  a  sentence,  which,  like 
that  passed  upon  his  colleagues,  he  tr^isted  he 
should  not  deserve. 

But,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  wandering  from  the 
point.  He  certainly  did  not,  and  could  not  be- 
lieve, that  any  member  of  that  House  was  so  des- 
titute of  common  decency  and  common  honesty 
as  to  delay  public  business  from  a  paltry  pecu- 
niary motive.  Admitting,  however,  the  argu- 
ment to  be  justly  found,  it  affords  a  powerful 
reason  against  the  new  mode ;  for  if  a  trifling  and 
insufficient  per  diem  affords  temptation  to  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  too  strong  to  be  withstood  by  all, 
and  leads  to  an  unnecessary  delay  of  business,  an 
annual  compensation,  which  is  diminished  by  the 
duration  of  the  session,  will  produce  the  opposite 
effect— -the  curtailment  of  tne  sessions  and  the 
neglect  of  public  business.  Mr.  F.  said  he  left  it 
to  gentlemen  to  estimate  the  difference  between 
the  lengthened  session  with  the  enactment,  and 
the  shortened  session  with  the  neglect  of  neces- 
sary laws.  He  had  already  seen  much  evil 
growing  out  of  the  change.  He  desired  to  be 
understood,  that  he  did  not  impute  to  gentlemen 
a  motive  more  unworthy  than  the  one  he  dis- 
tinctly announced.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  in 
order  to  accomplish  their  prediction  on  this  point; 
in  order  to  make  the  fact  correspond  with  the 

Erophecy,  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  been 
urried  to  its  close.  Many  laws  of  general  and 
▼ital  importance  had  been  left  unconsidered,  and 
the  table  of  the  Speaker  had  been  crowded  with 
the  private  acts.  If  his  memory  was  accurate, 
forty  had  been  passed  in  one  day.  Mr.  F.  said, 
he  did  not  object  to  the  relief  of  individuals  when ' 
entitled  to  the  interference  of  the  House,  but  he 
had  always  supposed  that  the  general  oiight  al- 
ways to  have  precedence  of  partial  relief;  how- 
ever meritorious  the  object  and  just  his  title  to 
favor.  He  apprehended  similar  evils  from  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  law;  if  not  in  the  indif- 
ference to  general  laws,  at  least  from  the  whole- 
sale dealing  in  private  acts.  It  had  been  asked, 
very  triumphantly,  why  these  arguments  were 
not  urged  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  {  how  it 
happei^d  that  this  burning  zeal  against  the 
act,  had  not  blazed  out  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion. Mr.  F.  asked  if  they  had  not  been  urged ; 
were  they  not  remembered?  That  the  usual 
length  and  labor  of  investigation  had  not  been 
devoted  to  this  subject,  was  true,  for  the  reasons 
he  would  remind  gentlemen  of  certain  facts 
which  seem  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  com- 
pensation bill  was  the  only  one  of  any  interest 
pushed  through  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  in  a  single 
day.  All  motions  to  amend  were  rejected ;  for 
the  Committee  to  rise  and  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,  met  with  the  same  fate. 
The  bantling,  ricketty  as  it  is,  was  not  suffered  to 
receive  a  corset  to  press  it  into  a  decent  shape. 
The  House  refused  repeated  propositions  to  ad- 
journ, and  continued  its  sittings  until  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  The  whole  day  on 
which  it  passed  was  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
i^  merits,  and  although  the  debate  was  but  par- 


tially sketched  in  the  pobiie  printa,  and  Done  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ever  appeared  before  the  public,  there  wa«  quite 
as  much  said  against  as  in  favor  of  the  meaaare, 
Mr.  F.  did  not  speak  of  the  quantity  Of  words 
spoken,  or  to  the  wit,  raillery,  and  alloiioii  uaed, 
but  simply  of  the  arguments  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  those  favorable  and  hostile  to  the  mea- 
sure. He  thought  he  had  some  reason  to  cooi- 
plain,  not  of  the  cause,  but  of  the  effect  of  the 
partial  report  of  the  proeeedings  on  this  sabieeL 
What  he  had  said  or  proposed  was  in  itsdf  of 
very  little  consequenee.  and  certai^y  he  felt  no 
particular  interest  in  having  it  laid  before  the 
people ;  but  it  had  been  made  a  souiee  of  animad- 
version  and  calumny  in  the  Stales  of  whose  rep- 
resentation he  formed  a  part.  And  it  was  the 
sole  circumstance  he  had  to  regret.  Coold  he 
have  foreseen  all  the  clamor  and  ezaiteoiant  that 
had  been  produced,  he  would  have  noted  and 
spoken  precisely  as  ne  had  done,  taking  care  that 
what  had  been  said  by  him  should  have  found  iu 
wav  in  the  ordinary  channel  to  the  people.  He 
had  received  a  very  broad  hint  that  be  bad  not 
fulfilled  the  wisbee  and  expectations  of  hb  con- 
stituents, but  consoled  himself  with  the  idea  that 
his  conduct  bad  not  been  properly  understood. 
The  people  of  Qeorgia  had  given  him  noinstrae- 
tioBs — for  which '  he  was  duly  thankful.  He 
trusted  that  they  would  always  leave  htm  on- 
shackled  to  pursue  what  he  certainly  should  pur- 
sue, whether  attempted  to  be  ahackled  or  not,  the 
line  of  conduct  his  own  judgment  marked  out  for 
the  interest,  the  happiness,  and  the  honor  of  the 
people.  Qod  forbid  ne  should  ever  live  to  choose 
between  the  obligations  of  doty  and  those  of 
gratitude. . 

Mr.  F.  said  be  had  entered  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  question  before  the  Committee,  to 
render  it  unnecessary  for  him  again  to  aay[  any- 
thing on  this  subject ;  but  his  chief  object  in  ris- 
ing, was  to  reply  to  some  lemarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachosetu,  f  Mr.  Pa  Rata,)  on  the 
grand  jury  of  Georgia.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not 
the  advocate  of  the.ffmad  jury,  or  the  justifier 
of  their  opinions.  He  could  not  believe  that 
their  opiDioos  were  either  liberal  or  jost,  without 
admitting  that  he  himself  was  censurable,  since 
the  same  grand  jury  had  found  fault  with  him 
among  others,  fiut  this  was  a  matter  of  local 
concern,  and  he  bad  hoped  that  each  State  would 
have  furnished  all  their  Representatives  sufficient 
emplovment  at  home,  to  render  it  unnecessary  for 
any  ot  them  to  travel  a  great  distance  in  search 
of  duixotic  adventures.  Did  not,  then,  all  the 
Sute  of  Massachusetts,  with  its  Disuict  of  Bftaine, 
furnish  one  foe,  upon  whose  recreant  hide  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  gain  the  qmrs  of 
knighthood,  or  break  his  ponderous  lance  1  Sir, 
the  gentleman  mistakes  en tirelv  the  nature  of  the 
presentment  of  which  he  complains.  The  mnd 
jury  never  enteruined  an  idea  that  he  woud  be 
arraigned  and .  tried  upon  their  information. 
They  believed,  however  erroneously,  that  there 
was  a  matter  of  great  public  interest,  on  which 
they  chose  to  express  their  opiniona.    Cettainly 
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their  right  is  as  Dodoobted  to  find  fault  with  the 
gentleiiian  from  Massachusetts^  ^who,  by-the-by, 
they  do  not  name,)  as  the  Legislatare  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  to  censure  the  members  of  any  other 
State,  either  by  the  tale  or  the  ^ross.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  took  occasion  to  say  that 
be  knew  nothing  of  the  political  character  of 
that  State,  but  from  one  remarkable  and  corrupt 
act  which  his  constituents  will  always  have  occa- 
sion to  recollect.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  say  noth- 
ing of  the  value  of  that  juderaent  of  the  policy 
of  a  State,  which  was  formed  upon  the  ezamina* 
tion  of  a  particular  fact  in  her  history.  This 
much,  however,  he  oould  proudly  say,  that  al- 
though her  system  was  defective,  ana  she  had 
committed  a  naultitode  of  faults,  she  had  virtues 
to  redeem  them  all.  She  would  not  shrink  from 
i  comparison  with  any  State  in  the  Union.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  disposed  to  make 
in  eianiinatioQ  of  the  merits  of  their  respective 
States,  Mr.  F.  would  demonstrate  that  the  one 
was  still  an  aogel  of  light,  the  other  less  than  an 
ircbangel  ruined.  The  constituents  of  the  hon- 
9rable  gentleman  have  good  reason  to  remember 
be  act  to  which  he  alludes.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  terms  of  the  Yazoo  compromise, 
lave  paid  them  well  to  recollect  it.  They  have 
eceived  the  value  of  the  property  they  pur- 
chased from  the  original  holders  in  Georgia^  and 
iHve  not  paid  the  purchase  money.  If  they  have 
iny  moral  sense,  they  must  unwillingly  recollect 
his  circumstance,  from  "certain  compunctious 
isiting^,"  which  even  successful  fraud  cannot 
lude. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  obnoxious  law 
7ould  be  repealed.  The  anxiety  h«felt  was,  that 
t  should  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  became 
tie  honor  and  dignitv  of  that  body.  Whatever 
ras  dune  should  be  done  in  the  same  spirit,  and 
a  the  same  manner,  in  which  the  act  was  origi- 
ally  passed.  If  a  per  diem  was  substituted,  and 
e  ^oped  it  would  be,  it  ought  to  be  calculated 
s  commeociog  with  the  present  session,  both  as 

matter  of  principle  and  policy.  It  was  right 
Q  itself,  that  the  House  should  apply  the  samie 
ole  to  the  settlement  of  its  aocoonts  as  were  to 
e  applied  hereafter.  It  was  due  to  a  sense  of 
ecorum,  that  no  person  should  be  able  to  mis- 
ake  or  misrepresent  the  motive  of  the  delay 
vhich  had  taken  place  in  acting  unon  this  busi- 
less.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Mr.  Ranoolpb)  had  supposed  it  necessary  to  go 
till  farther  back,  and  embrace  the  receipts  and 
ettlement  of  the  last  session.  This  was  alto- 
ether  impracticable,  and  incorrect  in  principle. 
^he  Hause  had  as  much  right  to  go  back  to  the 
3ih,  IStth,  and  11th  Congresses,  as  to  the  last 
essioD  of  Congress^  The  accounts  were  ad- 
usted,  and  the  money  not  only  vested,  but  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  said  on  this  floor,  very  much 
;o  his  surprise,  for  althouffh  used  out  of  the 
EIoQse,  he  had  not  expeoted  to  meet  with  such 
ID  opinion  here,  that  restitution  of  the  extra  pay 
)f  the  last  session  was  necessary  to  reinstate  the 
Eioose  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  people  >  that  it 
iroB  improper  or  iodelieate^  in  those,  who  voted 


against  the  act,  to  receive  the  eomnensation  fixed 
by  it.  Mr.  F.  could  not  understand  how  it  should 
be  necessary  to  confess  the  corrupt  motive^  in 
order  to  escape  the  efiVct  of  such  an  imputation. 
Certainly,  if  fraud  had  been  committed,  restita- 
tion  was  the  best  proof  of  sincere  repentance ; 
but  until  this  was  admitted^  the  strong  expression 
of  an  inclination  to  restore,  was  rather  suspicious 
than  satisfactory.  The  people  would  not  expect 
the  House  to  violate  principle,  out  of  an  affecta- 
tion of  purity.  The  charge  of  indelicacy  on  those 
who  had  received  the  increased  compensation 
has  been  made,  but  it  did  not  deserve  a  reply; 
and  he  should  not  have  noticed  it,  had  it  not  been 
occasionally  spoken  of  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
As  he  had  not  replied  to  it,  then,  he  hoped  to  be 
forgiven  for  replying  to  it  now.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
knew  no  difference  between  a  law  fixing  a  sale- 
rv,  and  other  laws.  All  affected  by  it  were  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits,  or  obliged  to  bear  the  burdens 
it  might  impose.  In  whatever  station  he  had 
been  or  should  be  placed,  he  should  consider  him- 
self bound  to  perform  all  its  duties,  and  to  re- 
ceive all  its  emoluments  and  its  honors. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  more  patriotism,  or  less 
selfishness,  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  most  men ;  but 
he  had  not  as  vet  taken  money  into  the '  calcula- 
tion of  the  inducements  to  enter  or  continue  in 
public  life.  He  had  motives  of  a  higher  char- 
acter, although  certainly  personal  motives ;  the 
desire  of  honorable  emplovment';  the  hope  of 
being  useful;  the  anxiety  tor  those  distinctions 
conferred  even  by  unsuccessful  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  a  free  people ;  to  preserve 
and  to  maintain  the  character  of  the  Government 
of  this  country.  To  the  gentlemen  who  had  ex- 
pressed, or  who  had  entertained  any  opinions  on- 
favorable  to  those  who  had  taken  part  against  the 
act,  and  yet  received  its  benefits,  he  would  ask 
"was  it  not  ours  by  the  law  of  the  land,  constitu- 
tionally and  honestly  passed?  Did  our  opinions 
of  the  sufficiency  or  inMufficiency  of  the  amount 
of  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  the  change,  affect 
onr  rights  more  than  your  claims  ?  Are  yon  will- 
ing to  acknowledge  yourselves  guilty  or  corrup- 
tion, in  order  to  fix  upon  us  the  charge  of  indeli- 
cacy'? To  admit  that  you  have  committed  a 
felonV}  to  make  us  chargeable  as  accessaries  after 
the  fact?  It  is  upon  thes^  grounds  alone  the 
charge  is  defensible;  and  unless  it  is  defended 
with  these  principles,  it  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is 
unjust. 

Mr.  PtoKBRiMG  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  fMr.  Kandolpb.)  I  cannot  con- 
sent, said  Mr.  P;,  to  refund  the  compensation 
granted  by  the  law  of  the  last  session.  It  was  a 
compensation  for  services  rendered.  It  was  con- 
formable to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive  a 
compensation — ^for  what?  To  defray  their  ek- 
penses,  as  some  have  contended  ?  No ;  but  '*  for 
their  services."  And  how  these  should  be  com- 
pensated, was  best  understood  by  the  eminent 
men  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and  who,  in 
the  sevenal  State  Conventions,  accep^d  and  rati- 
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fied  it.    Man  V  of  these  dlstioguisfaed  citizeQs  were 
members  of  toe  first  Congress,  in  1789,  when  the 
original  compensation  was  fixed,  and  what  they 
proposed,  was  approved  by  Wasbinoton  ;  than 
whom,  no  man  entertained  a  more  eoneet  sense 
of  persooai  dignity,  nor  more  justly  estimated 
what  was  due  to  cbaraotei  and  statioa ;  at  the 
same  time,  no  man  observed  a  mors  exact  econ- 
omy ia  tlie  expenditure  of  money,  whether  bis 
country's  or  bis  own.    No  one  can  be  ignorant 
of  the  comparative  value  of  naoney  in  1789  and 
in  1816;  that  the  priees  of  the  articles  necessary 
for  decent  living,  wete^  in  the  latter  period,  at 
least  double  w^at  they  wereia  the  former.    Take, 
for  example,  wheat,  the  price  of  which  did  not 
then  exceed  one  dollar  a  bushel.    The  gentleman 
from  Virginia^  before  me  (Mr.  Randolph)  beek- 
oos»  and  says  it  was  only  three  shillings  and  six 
pence  (fifty-eight  cents)  a  bushel !    But,  suppose 
•It  to  have  been  a  dollar;  six  bushels  of  wheat, 
worth  six  dollara,  were  then  only  equal  to  the 
daily  pay  of  a  mM&ber  of  Congress.    The  same 
six  bushels  of  wheat,  in  1816,  would  bring  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars.    Hence  it  follows,  that 
the  compensation  to  members  of  Congress  in 
1789,  was  double  in  value  to  the  compensation  as 
it  stood  prior  to  the  (law  of  'March,  1815^Baf « 
more  than  double ;  for  the  six  dolls^  for  ever y^ 
twenty  miles  travel  in  1789,  was  eq[ual  to  twelve 
dollars  in  1816 ;  and  by  the  tow  of  the  last  session 
the  aliowaaoe  for  travel  remained  unchanged- 
six  dojlara only  for  every  twen ty  miles.    Imagine 
that  the  couipensation  in  1789,  had  been  set  at 
six  bushels  of  wheat  per  day,  and  continued  to 
this  time,  would  any  one  now  think  of  receiving 
only  three  bushels  a  day,  and  distribute  the  other 
three  among  hie.  constituents  ?    If  soom  gentle* 
Bien  are  willing  to  serve  for  a  bare  reimburse' 
meat  of  their  expenses,  receiving  the  residue  in 
honor,  I  am  too  poor  to  join  that  class.    I  most 
have  stayed  at  home  to  cultivate  my  little  farm. 
I  most  be  paid  for  my  ^  services."    If,  indeed,  the 
prtaeat  compensation,  so  much  below  what  it 
was  in  178%  greatly  surpasses  the  services  I  am 
capable  of  rendering,  this  should  have  been  looked 
to  by  those  who  sent  me  here ;  I  did  not  send 
myself,  nor  offer  myself  as  a  candidate.    I  know 
not  by  whom  my  name  was  proposed,  originally 
for  the  Senate,  latterly  for  this  Hous^e.    All  I 
know  of  the  matter,  is,  that  formerly  I  was  there 
and  now  am  here,  in  consequenoe  of  the  elections ; 
and  the  compensation  I  have  received  I  shall  re* 
tain,  nor,  unless  it  be  forced  from  me,  wiiU  I  let 
it  go. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Rah- 
ooLPH'a  substitute^  and  negatived  by  a  very  laife 
majority. 

In.  the  course  of  the  debate  on  Mr.  RAnnoLPa's 
motion,  Mr.  RsYitOLoa  suggested  the  pnmriety 
of  so  amending  the  proposition  as  to  make  the 
excess  refundable  with  legal  interest ;  but  it  was 
not  offered  for  decision. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
10  as  to  takOvefiect  from  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  instead  of  from  the  passage 
thereof.  ^  | 


Thik  motion  was  opmad  hy  Mr.  Gaoavuoa, 

and  advocated  by  Mr.  FoaaTTS  at  some  Leagtb, 
when  the  motion  was  aegatived-^ayes  55,  aecs96b 
The  Committee  then  rose,.aod  reportaif  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  the  Houses 


Friday,  January  17. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Rouse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  Oliver  Speiimao, 
from  imprisonment,"  and  the  bill,  entitM  **Aa 
act  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud^from 
imprismiment,"  with  amendments  to  the  latter, 
ia  which  they  ask  theeoncurreaceof  this  House. 

MI88I88IPPr  TERRITORT. 

Mr,  PiCKfiNs,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  certain 
Delegates  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
for  the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  State  without  division. 
The  report  embraces  affeaeml  view  of  the  extent 
and  population  of  the  Territory  and  its  presumed 
capacity  for  maintaining  additional  population^ 
and  concluded  by  the  introduction  oi  a  bill  for 
the  admission  or  the  whole  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  one  State  j  which  bill  was  t#ice  read 
by  its  titl^,  and  committed.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  thsgr  have  eoasidered  the  sakjset  with  all  that 
attentiim  which  the  nieans  ia  their  pewet  haro  enabled 
them.  The  qnestioB  mostimmedisliBly  iwrohred  in  the 
referenoe  wss,  whether  the  Mississippt  Tenitoiy  ought 
to  form  one  entire  State*  or  be  dinded  into  twa— a 

auestion  maoh  mors  impoztaat  both  to  the  people  of 
le  Territoxy  and  to  the  nation  than  wbefher  its  ad- 
minion  should  be  immediate.  The  considerations 
deemed  of  most  weight  in  determiniQg  this  qoeation 
are,  Ist  As  regsrds  Uie  genersJ  mtersst  of  the  Unioa  ; 
2d.  The  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Territory ;  and, 
9d.  The  oonvenienee  and  policy  of  the  particvdar  gor^ 
ermnent  of  the  Territory. 

1st.  The  prlndi^  point  slftoliiig  the  natienal  in- 
terest will  consiBt  m  the  great  rslative  strength  of  eadi 
sn  extensive  member  of  the  eoafedency,  if  admiitad 
entire.  The  gnat  eatoat  of  its  luatl%  and  the  qpnea 
it  oceupies  on  the  msp  ef  the  Uniled  Staiss,  aatnially 
excite  m^uiiy  ss  to  the  capacity  of  its  asil  and  dhar 
quelities  to  albrd  at  any  period  a  dense  pepulatmn ; 
sad  the  inquiiy  should  be  directed  to  a  remote  pariod» 
when  the  Indtsa  titles  shall  have  baeome  exiinGt  aad 
the  oountiy  matured  by  iuproveoMnt.  Akhoqgii 
your  committee  deem  it  impracticable  to  obtaia  any* 
thing  like  an  aoenrate  estimate  of  the  prc^itiima  of 
lend  fit  and  unfit  fur  cultivation  ia  that  remote  Teizi- 
tory,  so  great  a  portion  of  which  im  yet  a  vrildeniess,  ye^ 
from  the  general  information  collected  from  those  who 
have  explored  its  difftrent  parts,  end  from  the  psogtcas 
of  settlement  snd  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  tract 
of  coontry  to  which  the  Indian  title  hss  been  long  ex- 
tinguished, your  committee  cannot  apprehend  thst  t^ 
whole  Territory  is  capable  of  sudi  a  strong  popatetieB 
as  ever  to  nndw  it  a  formidaUe  State  eomparMi  widi 
the  Isrgest  sised  of  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Wsetma 
States. 

By  a  etatment  from  the  Geaaial  Land  Qfisa^  ««. 
osmpanying  thia  report^  it  sppema  that  Hm  sBiiaam  of 
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mIm  of  ]Nlblie  land  ia  Um  MiMiiippi  Temtoiy*  ftom 
the  fint  oiMoiBf  of  a  land  offica  tharam  (in  1807)  till 
tlie  90th  Stptanbar  laat,  axdiuiva  of  Ma&oa  connvy, 
WM  833,634^9  aenib  Tha  land  dtiUncts  in  which 
thoM  M^  wera  efEectad  extend  from  the  Mifriauppi 
river,  eastward,  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty 
Biilea,  to  tha  dividing  ndge  between  the  Alabama  and 
Tombigfieo  iivarB>  aad  a  little  over  lizty  milee  iiom 
tha  thM^5-fi»t  de^ee  of  latitude  noithward,  and  con- 
tain mosa  than  eight  millions  of  acrei^  It  appears,, 
fiom  the  emounant  testimony  of  penoas  acquainted 
with  tha  Taniterr  in  qnestion,  that  an  oacommon  pro- 
portion af  its  land  is  on^ior  cultivation;  much  there- 
of consisting  of  poor  pine  barrens ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  ia  certain  that  there  is  much  fertile  soil  on  the 
margin  of  tha  livefs,  and  inteiapersad  over  diArent 
parts^  eapaUa  to.  suatatn  a  sufficient  population  fi>r  a 
leapeirtdble  8t^a>  lu  political  strength  will  also  be  held 
inehadiLbjFtha  great  proportion  of  slaves  itJa  destined  to 
ooAtain.  Thsa  cir€UQistance,added  to  the  climate  and 
Boil,  wUl  readaa  ita  numbcn  (entitled  to  poUtical  cal- 
e«]atioii):ralati«elf  smaJl  compaiad  «4th  its  extent* 

%  Astatbawisfaaeof  thepaoplatlransalffes^varMMa 
Mpeeenlntioasluwa  been  aiade  shawhiy a difissenoe 
or  sentiMeat  to  exist  among  tham  in  ro^td  la  l^diav* 
dm.  It  i%  iMwaaiag,  wwihy  etf  notlea  that  ibr  eeastal 
sQcoeanve  ycara  tha  Legiatttbaw  of  6he  Teiatoif  hava 
petillaiied  CongnaaibvadailaBioH  as  »6tati;  injHMw 
ofvrhtob  haM  thaf  istimaiadb  wieh  toba^dividaA. 

a  AatotlwpDli^aBAeonvanianoapf  thap«rtie»» 
lar  Gsvanunant.  1?ha  fnaa  of  tba  Tandtery  is  aaarl|r 
sqoaae^  awd  its  aanaga  iang^  and  «Mtii  HMdji  efnah 
J^  any  Uw  of  dHufaiit  Um  diKant  axtaiBMa  will  ba 
bat  little  moia  conwanhmlr  to  a  point  at  tha  caatM  af 
riihe*  dMaiottthan  t»tha  cmMe  of  Iha  whola  Tina* 
tory»  Aa  to  tlia  difieteat  pavta  hawig  dilbianiaaar 
vtn—  to  marhat'-  the  weatom  by  the  aamgiyiaft  of  tiM 
MiesisBippi  river  and  the  wateia  of  Lake  PMiAohaitiaia, 
tha  aaetom  by  tha  watoto  of  Mofaito  and-  Ohataboo- 
ehaa— it  la  not  seen  that  thi^  will  emto  aagr  amtariid 
ikmmt[  of  inteiast^  or  interiisiB  with  .tha  intotnal  pol- 
icy and  hanaany  of  the  Btaia^ailMrtiofwhidLwiil 
ba  agiiealMiral^  and  eapaUa  of  similar  peadnelfc  Kat 
is  it  kaaim  thallaiai  animoatiea  are  mofte  pacoUar  to 
kige  tlia»to  sbmU  States^  Theea  are  naft  mmeoal 
even  in  tha  bottnda  of  a  cpiinty*  It  ia^  indaad^  masa 
vMbabla  Hmta  laiv^fitetewioaldifMtine  tocfaeritbito 
ttsiitotlonatiy  a  liHnd  poliayt. 

Tha  gaofl^Mpfaieal  paritei  af  tUa  Teiritafy  magi 
landar  it  naeeaauy  that  ita  militaijF^  dsfeneea  shfinM 
ba  maia  oomhiaad  tha»iaaiik>at  ailtimaa  ba  pnetiaa- 
bla  in  twia  djafinet  aauneigntiee* 

It  may  ba  proper  to  tdto  noHee  of  tha  sitaatiewof 
each  division  m  ease  die  pafts  are  sepamrtad  by  a  line 
soeh  aahas  been  in  contaoplatlon,  andaapiapawd.by 
a  bill  now  before  this  House ;  aHboogl^  your  oeramit- 
tee  prastmie,  if  any  divMon  ia  to  be-  made>  tha  Hne 
proposed  may  be .  as  jodieions  as  any  other.  The 
westom  division  will  contain  M,087  flea  whito  inhab- 
ituito^  and  39,884  sitaea,  by  tha  aenraa  takOn  ktely. 
By  tha  eansoa  takan  in  18t0,  theva  wan  wast  of  tha 
liaaaf  diffkdon  16,0(»  white  inhabilaBt%  and  14|Ma 
•lavee,  iaelodaig  inthe  last  oaaena  tha  aonaly  of  Jack* 
son,  formerly  a  part  of  Florida,  inaking  an  incteaaa  of 
Md6  whito,  and  6^1  slave  inhabitanta,  in  the  last 
pexiod  of  six  yaifV,  inelttdiaga  new  ooon^  iron  Flor- 
ida. In  tha  whoto  weatam  division  than  is  no  land  to 
vrinah  tha  Indian  tilla  is  axtmgnished  hot  what  haa 
ben  aoma  tima  iar  awikaty  4Ptd  amL  of  it  embracing 


the  oldest  settlements  in  the  Territory.  What  pros- 
pect may  exist  of  extending  the  scope  for  settlement  by 
purchases  from  the  Indians  is  not  known  to  your  com- 
mittee ;  until  which  time  the  increase  of  population  in 
that  Quarter  must  be  gradual. 

While  your  committee  believe  it  expecGent  to  admit 
the  whole  Territoiy  to  the  rights  of  State  government^ 
and  that  immediately,  they  consider  it  just  to  ^e  pop- 
ulation which  will  in  a  few  years  occopv  the  exten- 
sive space  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee)  which 
has  lately  been  acquired  from  the  several  Indian  tribes, 
to  affi>rd  the  citizens  of  the  Stote  now  to  be  ftrmed  a 
fair  opportunity  of  revising  their  constitution  after  a 
reasonable  time,  and  recommend  a  provioion  fbr  that 
purpose. 

Your  committee  ask  leave  to  report  a  bin  for  ad^ 
mitting  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
Btate. 

CLAIK  OP  idBlf NSR  dD  BEATH. 

Mr.  Tancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  raport  on  the  peiiuon  ^  R«n&cr  and 
Heath: ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Conmiuta  of  the  Whole  tD-mortow.  Tha  rapen 
iaaaibUofwar 

That»  in  litoyaa»,1814^  tha  petit  ianarsowuadafop» 
walk  in  tha  City  of  WaoUngtott^  in  whioh  waa  oa«. 
talned  a*  laiga  aeanlify  of  spoa  jwnm  and  Navy 
cordage,  att  of  which  waa  daslnyed  by  bnrnhig  by  ll!a 
British  Ibreee  at  the  time  «h^  invaded  tha  Cilgr  Cf 
Washiagton,  on  thaMth  af  Angnat  in  that  yaart  On 
or  about  the  80th  of  July,  1814,  one  of  tha  patittonei% 
Mr.  Heath,  applied  to  Mr.  Southerlin,  the  owner  of 
some  large  boate  then  lying  in  the  Potomac,  and  en- 
gaged five  of  them  to  transport  hia  cordage  and  yama 
up  tha  river,  if  the  enemy  ebonld  Invada  the  City.  On 
tha  18th  or  19th  of  Aagnst»  it  was  deemed  expedient 
by  General  Wipdar  to  impreai  tha  boate  of  Mr.  Sanal^ 
eirlin,  Ibr  tha  parpoaa  af  transporting  troopa  aonoa  iIm 
Potamao^  and  they  wete  kept  in  the  employmant  of 
tha  Govammant  until  after  tha  84th  of  August,  .  On 
tlia  80th  of  Angnst  tha  patitioneia  appliedfor  the  boate» 
according  to  contrad,  for  tha  purpose  of  removing  their 
property*  when  they  were  informed  that  (he  boate  were 
unpreased.  Il  also  appears  to  the  committee  that,  on 
the  88d  of  August,  tne  petitioners  employed  a  waffon 
and  ntoe  or  ten  carte  for  the  purpoee  of  removing  tha 
property  in  the  ropewalk,  but  the  wagon  and  two  or 
thseeof  the  cmte  were  Imnr eased  fagr  the  officers  of  tha 
dspartmente,  to  remove  Uia  public  papers  and  prop- 
erty ;  and  that  seven  of  tha  carte  employed,  after  tas- 
ing  loads  fieom  the  ropewaft  out  of  the  City  to  the  place 
directed,  refused  to  return  to  haul  anv  more  for  the  pa- 
titsonera,  apprehending,  as  is  steted  in  the  petition^ 
that  if  they  did  they  would  be  impressed  into  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Government. 

k  is  ahastated  and  believed  that,  after  that  day,  and 
before  the  enemy  entered  the  City,  carriages  were  not 
to  be  had  to  remove  the  property.  The  lass  of  the 
petitioners,  esclusiva  of  the  price  of  the  ropewalk« 
anmnnta,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  petitioners^ 
to  about  C84,800,  and  they  pniy  that  Congress  would 
reimbHTse  them  the  amount  of  their  loss. 

The  eominittae  are  of  opinion  that  the  Government 
is  under  no  obligation  to  indemnify  the  claimante*  The 
ropewalk,  and  the  yarns  and  cordage  deposited  in  it» 
were  all  die  property  of  private  citizens,  and,  acoordiiig 
to  tha  usages  of  modem  warfare»  entitled  to  protection. 
It  is  true  tbat  the  oMdage  manufactured  in  the  walk 
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might  have  been  purchsMd  and  oied  in  the  naval  aer- 
Tice  of  the  United  Statea,  but,  if  so  used,  it  wai  finit 
the  subject  of  contract  between  the  owner  and  Got- 
emment.  The  mere  circnmatance  that  the  cordage 
made  in  the  waUL  might,  under  a  contract  with  the 
owner,  be  applied  to  public  parpoees,  does  not  impart 
to  the  property  the  character  of  public  pro^ierty,  and 
thereby  exclude  it  from  that  respect  and  safety  which, 
in  the  progress  of  civiBxed  warnre,  has  been  extended 
to  private  property.  Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  it  is 
considered  that,  according  to  uniform  decisions  made 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  petitioners  are 
n^t  entitled  to  relief. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  property  was  of  that 
public  character  which  would  have  authorised  its  de- 
struction by  the  enemy,  it  does  not  appear,  in  this  case, 
that  the  petitioners  were  prevented  m>m  saving  such 
of  their  property  as  ther  could  have  removed  by  the 
impressmeais  made  by  uie  officers  of  the  Government. 
It  appears  that,  on  the  33d  of  August,  of  the  ten  carts 
employed  by  the  complainants  seven  were  not  im- 
pressed, but  took,  each  of  them,  one  load  from  the 
walks,  and  afterwards,  of  tiieir  own  accord,  left  the  ser> 
viee  of  the  petitioners.  Had  that  number  of  earls  oon« 
tinued  to  haul  the  cordage  and  yam  till  the  enemy 
eame  into  the  City  on  the  evening  of  the  34th,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  removed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioners  are 
not  entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  recommend  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Eewked,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Harbison,  from  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  clasaing  and  reorsaoizing  the  militia. 
made  a  report  thereon,  embracing  a  wide  ana 
seneral  view  of  the  matter  committed  to  them. 
With  the  report,  Mr.  H.  introduced  a  bill  for  or- 
ganisioi^,  classing,  and  arming  the  militia,  which 
was  twice  read  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  report, 
ordered  to  be  printed.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  reorganization  and  classification 
of  the  militia,  and  the  report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of 
War,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  report  herewith  a  bill  for  that 
purpose : 

The  organization  of  regiments,  brigades,  and  divi- 
sions, has  been  adopted  by  'the  committee  in  opposi- 
tion to  very  high  authority,  because  it  is  the  one 
which  has  heretofore  been  used  in  all  the  States,  and 
because  it  appeared  better  suited  to  the  tactics  of  the 
present  day,  than  the  new  complex  system  of  the  le- 
l^on,  recommended  by  General  iCnoz,  in  his  report  of 
1790. 

The  mode  of  dosification  contained  in  the  bill  has 
been  frequently  recommended  in  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees of  the  House,  and  in  those  of  the  Department 
o{  War.  The  efiecu  of  this  plan  will  be  felt  only 
when  the  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  will  not  affect  the  constitution  of  the 
corps,  as  it  now  exists,  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  mus- 1 
ter  and  discipline ;  the  advantages  of  a  system  that 
will  bring  into  the  same  corps,  for  the  duties  of  the 
field,  men  of  the  same  age  and  vigor,  and  throw  the 
burden  of  miUtary  duty  upon  that  olass  of  citizens 
who  would  be  enabled  to  perform  it  with  fower  per- 
Bonal  sacrifices,  were  the  motives  to  its  adoption. 


The  junior  or  middle  dass  will  be  composed  of  men 
who  have  small  families,  or  those  who  have  none ; 
who  are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  bodfly  straigth  and 
activity,  and  whose  minds  vHIl  be  more  eoeilj  excited 
to  military  ardor  and  the  love  of  gloiy,  than  tho&e  of 
a  more  advanced  period  of  llfo. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  the 
committee  progressed  thus  for  without  diffieuUy ;  bat 
they  considered  their  task  as  barely  commenced.  An 
organization,  however  perfoct,  is  but  a  single  step 
towards  the  desirable  object ;  the  great  difltoilcy  to  be 
encountered  is  the  application  of  a  syatem  of  disci- 
pline, or  military  instruction,  to  a  great  populatiMu 
scattered  over  an  immense  territory. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  object  at  ocee,  is  evi- 
dently not  within  the  power  of  the  Gfyremment.  To 
instruct  the  present  militia  of  the  coantrj  to  any  use- 
ful extent,  would  require  a  larger  portion  of  their  time 
than  they  can  possibfy  spare  from  the  duty  of  provi- 
ding for  their  nmilies,  unless  thev  are  liberaLUy  paid. 
To  pay  them,  would  absorb  all  the  resovreee  of  the 
nation.  The  alternative  appears  to  Imi,  to  direct  the 
efforts  of  the  GovenunoBt  to  instmct  soch  a  portioR 
of  the  militia  as  their  means  vrill  allow,  and  which 
would  produce  the  moat  beneficial  result  upon  the 
whole  mass;  leaving  to  the  efleds  of  another  system 
the  gradual  introduction  of  those  mihtaxy  aoiuiie- 
ments  which,  in  a  Republican  Govemfflont,  it  ia  so 
essential  for  every  citizen  lo  poasBss.  Acting  npon 
this  principle,  and  believing  that  the  instnictioa  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  give^  would  be 
more  uaeftiUy  bestowed  npon  the  whole  of  the  offioen 
and  sergeants  of  the  militia^  than  npon  any  particular 
dass,  the  sections  of  the  hill,  whic^  relate  to  this  part 
ofUiesub|ect,  have  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
They  have  also  considered  it  to  be  proper  te  annex 
some  estimates  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  system 
they  recommend. 

Although  it  may  be  censadeeed,  that  by  presenting 
a  hill  for  the  **  organization  and  dassificetion**  of  the 
militia,  and  the  exposition  of  their  mottws  which  ac- 
company it,  the  committee  have  performed  the  task 
assigned  them  by  the  resohitiim  under  which  they 
acted ;  they  have,  neverthdeas,  believed  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  subeut  some  fiirther  views,  the  leeolt  of  their 
ddiberatioos  upon  this  important  subject. 

This  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the  commit- 
tee have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  that  the  plan 
embraced  by  the  lull  Is  a  mere  expedient;  a  choice  of 
difficulties ;  a  system,  which  although  it  will  place  the 
militia  upon  a  much  better  footing  than  they  have  bo- 
fore  stood  on,  jet  is  not  likdy  to  produce  that  great 
desideratum— that  indispensable  requinte  in  a  Gov- 
ernment constituted  like  ours— the  diffusion  of  a  mili- 
tary apirit  and  military  information  throughout  the 
great  mass  of  the  people. 

The  part  of  the  subject  which  atill  remains  to  be 
diMUssed,  will  be  best  understood  by  dividing  it  into 
two  distinct  propositions. 

1st.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  wiiole  male  populatioa 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  proper  age,  ahoaJd  he 
trained  to  the  use  of  afms^  so  as  to  supereede,  oadsr 
any  cireumetances,  the  necesdty  of  a  standing  snny  ^ 

9d.  Is  it  practicable ! 

The  solidtude  which  has  been  manifosted  by  the 
great  men  who  have  suoceesively  filled  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  for  the  sdu^ 
tion  of  a  system  of  military  diseiphne  for  the  militia« 
which  would  prodace  the  effisct  contemplated  by  the 
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irst  propoAtfoD,  rafficiently  nunifefte  their  lense  of 
its  importaocew  The  subject  wm  often  and  wermly 
recommended  by  the  Father  of  his  Coiintry»  end,  at 
in  early  period  of  hie  Administration,  a  plan  for  the 
(purpose  was  propoeed  by  the  Secretary  A  War,  and, 
Ming  oonreeted  agreeably  to  his  snggestionB,  was  snb- 
nitted  to  the  National  Legislatiire.  It  is  believed  that 
ibjeetioDs  to  the  expense  and  soppoeed  diilleaUy  of 
ixeciiting  this  plan,  and  not  to  its  object,  was  the 
iaase  of  its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion,  which  pre- 
niied  at  that  period,  that  an  energetic  national  militia 
ras  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  secorily  of  a  free 
lepoblie,  less  apparent  at  the  preeent  1  Has  any- 
hing  since  occnrred,  either  in  the  history  of  oar  own 
r  of  any  other  conntry,  to  show  that  a  standing 

army,  forming  a  distinct  dasi  in  the  oommuniiy,"  is 
be  proper  defence  of  a  Government  constructed  like 
urs  t  Do  the  eTcnts  of  the  late  whr  show  that  disci- 
tline  is  not  necessary  for  the  militia  1  Or  does  the 
»reMnt  aspect  of  the  political  world  aflbrd  so  much 
ecority  as  to  justify  the  UMlifierence  which  preYailsin 
)Toviding  an  effisctual  national  defence. 

It  is  impocnble  that  any  American  can  recnr  to 
aany  of  the  events,  and  particolarly  to  the  condnding 
oenes  of  the  late  war,  without  foehng  that  elevation 
f  mind  which  a  recollection  of  his  coontiy's  gimy  is 
alcalated  to  produce. 

There  ar«,  however,  otheis,  and  not  a  few,  that  are 
minently  calculated  to  show  that  an  immense  sacrt- 
ice  of  Mood  and  treasure  can  be  distinctly  traced  to 
lie  want  of  discipline  in  the  militia.  The  glorious 
iiocess  which,  in  several  inetances,  crowned  their 
Sorts,  was  the  result  of  uncommon  valor,  or  of  vakur 
nited  with  the  advantage  of  a  position' suited  to  their 
eculiar  character.  The  greater  part  of  the  American 
lilitia,  accustomed  from  their  early  youth  to  the  use 
f  fire-arms,  are  doubtless  more  formidable  than  any 
ther  troope  in  the  world,  in  the  defence  of  a  line  or 
impart.  Victories  in  the  field  are  gained  by  other 
aalities—^by  those  disciplined  evolutiotts  which  give 
armony  and  concert  to  numerous  bodies  of  men»  and 
DaMe  whole  armies  to  move  with  the  activity  and 
ddress  of  single  combatants.  Let  our  militia  be  in- 
tracted,  and  America  would  be  equal  to  a  oonisst  with 
tie  rest  of  the  world  united.  The  improvementi 
rhieh  bare  been  made  in  the  art  of  war  since  the 
ommencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  five  greater 
dvantages  to  invading  and  disciplined  armies,  acting 
gainst  thoae  of  a  oontaary  charaeter,  than  they  before 
osseascd.  This  artsee  from  their  increased  activity, 
produced  Vy  the  gfsat  multiplicatioB  of  their  light 
roops ;  the  oel«rity  of  movement  given  to  the  artilleiy; 
ind,  above  all,  to  the  improvements  in  the  atafl;  placing 
be  subsistenca  of  hirgu  aimiee  upon  a  footing  of  eecn- 
ity,  beyond  what  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  possi- 
ile.  An  improvement  in  tactica,  which  gives  advan- 
Ages  to  the  profasssd  soldier  who  fights  for  oanquest, 
>ver  the  citiMn  who  bears  arms  onfy  in  defonoe  of  his 
Miuntry,  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative 
ie  left  to  the  latter,  but  to  perfect  himself  in  the  same 
irts  and  discipline.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  in- 
itance  on  record  of  a  Republic,  whoee  citiiens  had 
been  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  having  been  con- 
quered by  a  nation  possessing  a  dillerent  form  of  Gov- 
ernment. Small  Republics  have  been  overthrown  by 
those  which  were  more  powerful,  as  Saguntnm  de- 
stroyed by  Carthage,  and  Mnmantia  by  Rome ;  but  it 
has  been  obeerved  vt-  thoee  Governments  that  <*  walls 
and  towers  became  their  funeral  pile»— leaving  n 
to  their  conquerers  but  their  ashes." 


The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  aspect, 
however  pacific  it  may  be,  which  the  Governments  of 
Europe  may,  for  the  present,  have  assumed  towards 
this  country,  should  be  used  as  an  argument  to  pro- 
crastinate, even  for  a  day,  any  measure  calculated  to 
render  their  future  hostility  abortive.  It  cannot  be 
believed  that  any  real  friendship  can  exist  in  the  breasts 
of  the  sovereigns  of  that  continent,  for  a  Government 
which  has  been  founded  upon  principlee  so  opposite  to 
theirs,  and  which,  by  the  happiness  it  difiuses,  aflbrda 
an  eternal  satire  and  reproach  Upon  their  conduct 
Whatever  eecurity  there  may  be  derived  from  their 
policy,  none  can  certainly  be  expected  from  their  for» 
bearance,  whenever,  frt>m  a  change  of  circumstances, 
they  may  think  it  proper  to  change  their  policy.  The 
liberties  of  America  must,  then,  be  preserved  as  they 
were  won — by  the  arms,  the  disdpUne,  and  the  valor  of 
her  free-bom  sons. 

But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a  foreign 
enemy,  does  not  constitute  the  only  (perhape  not  the 
ehieO  motive  of  military  im^vements,  tp  the  extent 
contemplated  by  the  proposition  we  are  considering. 
The  safety  of  a  Republic  depends  as  much  upon  the 
equality  in  the  use  of  arms  among  its  dtixens,  as  upon 
the  equality  of  rights ;  nothing  can  be  more  danger- 
oua  in  such  a  Government,  than  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  military  art  confined  to  a  part  of  the  people — '- 
for  sooner  ot  later  that  part  will  govern. 

The  effects  of  discipline,  possessed  by  a  few,  to  con- 
trol numbers  without,  is  to  be  seen  in  all  the  despotic 
Governments  of  modem,  as  well  as  ancient  times. 

In  general,  however,  the  subjects  of  those  despotic 
Governments,  which  preeerve  their  authority  by  stand- 
ing armies,  are  not  allowed  the  use  of  arms;  but  the 
use  of  arms  is  not  alone  sufficient.  A  slriking  exam- 
ple of  this  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  Grecian  Ro- 
publics :  The  Spartans  were  enabled,  1^  the  force  of 
discipline  alone,  to  keep  in  subjection  for  ages  the 
Helots,  and  other  ancient  inhabitants  of  Laconia. 
These  men  were  not  only  allowed  the  use  of  arms,  butf 
upon  almost  every  occasion,  formed  the  greater  part  of 
the  Lacedemonian  army ;  nor  wefs  they  deficient  in 
bravery ;  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  learn  that 
admirable  discipline  which  distinguished  the  Oplites, 
or  heavy  armed  in&ntry  of  Sparte. 

Another  important  consideration,  urging  the  diills- 
sion  of  a  military  spirit  among  our  cttixen%  is  the 
counterpoise  it  will  afibrd  to  that  inordinate  desire  ojf 
wealth  which  seems  to  have  pervaded  the  wlsole  na^ 
tion,  bringing  with  it  habits  of  luxury,  manaeia  and 
principles  highly  unfovorahle  to  our  Republican  instip 
tutions. 

The  first  efisct  of  this  state  of  society,  is  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  standing  arm^r  for  a  national  militia. 
Upon  this  subjecly  the  committee  beg  leave  to  make  a 
qnotatbn  from  the  report  oi  General  Knox,  corrected 
by  President  Washington.  *<  It  is,"  saya  the  patriatie 
eiecretaiy,  '<.the  introduction  of  vice  and  oomption  of 
manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people,  that  rendera  a 


standing  armv  necessary.  It  is  when  public  spirit  is 
despised,  and  avarice,  indolence^  and  efleminacy  of 
manners,  predominate,  and  prevent  the  establishment 
of  institutions  which  would  elevate  the  minde  of  the 
youth  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor,  that  a  standi 
ing  army  is  formed  and  rivetted  forever."  So  true  is 
the  principle  here  contended  for,  that  it  i»  believed 
there  is- no  instance  in  hiatory,  of  a  nation  losing  iti 
libertiea  where  the  military  spirit  of,  the  people  did  not 
decline  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  corruption  of 
mannevs  advanced,    iiot  was  any  free  Government 
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jAjriTAnr^lSl?. 


«ver  orertorned  by  uk  internal  eoomlsiob,  v&lU  the 
deitnictimi  of  that  spirit  had  beeo  firrt  prodaeed  in  the 
body  of  the  people.  It  waa  not  until  die  amnsaoMttta 
of  the  theatre,  the  hatha,  and  the  pablie  gardena, 
had  snperatded  the  exereiea  of  tfie  Campoa  MaithM, 
that  a  noman  army  dared  to  revolt  againat  ita  eonntiy, 
and  wtdi  the  power  of  <he  aword  to  anbstitvte  for  Ita 
fteeinetitationatheai^MtraiTwiHofadielalor.  Eighty 
yean  before  the  aquaMiafui  naorpalion  of  Cnaar  ,the 
revolt  of  an  army  eovid  haTo  piodnoed  no  anch  con- 
aeoiienee* 

9Qt  the  hablta  of  the  people  had  been  changed ;  no 
longer  in  erery  fioman  eittaen  waa  to  be  Iband  « 
trained  and  praotiaed  aoldier  ;  the  higher  tactiea  were 
cnltiTCtad,  indeed,  with  leal  and  aoceeaa  by  a  martial 
BobiUty.  No  peaod  had  been  niora  prolific  of  great 
generaJa.  At  none  had  the  diacipKneof  the  legiona  been 
ao  perfect ;  but  they  were  no  longer  filled  by  dtiuna 
t^ng  their  routine  of  aenrice.  The  mHttaiy  bad  be- 
eome  a  diatinct  ^profeaaton ;  compoaed  of  men  who,  in 
the  hidiita  of  war  and  jrtfiage,  had  forgotten  the  aamd 
oUigationa  attached  to  tfteir  diaraeter  aa  citiaeiia,  «nd 
who  were  ever  aa  ready,  upon  tiie  auggeation  of  their 
leader,  to  turn  their  arma  againat  their  country,  aa  tfw 
aiiuny  whom  they  were  raiaed  to  oppoae. 

Aa,  in  every  age,  then,  and  in  every  country,  the 
aame  cause  will  produce  the  same  efiecta^  the  pallad- 
ium of  American  liberty  must  be  the  diffusion  of  mili- 
tary diacipUne  and  military  spirit  through  the  whole 
body  of  the  people. 

But,  aecondly — Is  the  object  attainable? 

That  it  ia  not  attainable  by  any  of  the  syatoms  whidi 
have  heretofore  been  in  uae  ia  the  United  States,  ia 
veiy  evident,  from  the  little  aucceas  which  haa  attended 
thm.  The  late  war  repeatedly  exhibited  the  melaa- 
flholy  iict  of  large  coipa  of  militia  going  to  the  field  of 
battle  without  undaiManding  a  aingie  efomentair  prin- 
dpla,  and  without  being  abia  to  perform  a  eingle  evo- 
kition.  Vet  militia  lawa  muat  exiat»  and  hav«  eziatad, 
in  ail  the  Stateaainee  the  war  of  the  Hevolution,  which 
aet  apart  with  great  preoision  a  number  of  daya  in 
each  peari  for  thk  pnrpoeea  of  training  and  diacipliae. 
But,  from  thia  plui,  ao  goad  lirait  haa  aver  been  pio- 
duced.  It  waa  an  aarar,  indeed,  oommon  to  all  the 
jBililia  qrataaa  in  use  in  the.Uaited  Statee,  that  the 
periods  for  tniniog  wave  too  short  and  too  diataat  fram 
aach  other  to  produce  muck  beaefit. 

To  lamedy  thiadefoct,caMpaof  diaeipiinalttvabaan 
MQommanded.  One  of  the  laaaona  whiah  govecnad 
the  cnmmittee  in  vsjeeling  that  part  of  the  Becntaiy 
of  War's  recommendation  haa  been  explained  above; 
h«t  if  that  olgaetion  eould  beoveicoaM,  the  aammittee 
m%  for  *om  thinking  Chat  the  a^eet  eould  al  aM  he 
aoaoaapliahed  In  that  wi^.  There  ia  another  mare 
-fotmidable  obaladle  to  auoaeaa ;  mora  formidahlab  W- 
eanae  it  afkeafiom  the  nature  of  our  Oavenimaiit,  and 
the  ooMtitnttDn  of  the  human  ohamcter.  The  aaati- 
menta  and  habita  of  a  firee  oouatiy  nabaaaatily  pso- 
dnoe  amongat  the  aititena  a  auparior  raailesaDeaa  un- 
der raatiaint,  than  ia  to  he  nat  with  ia  theaubjaata^ 
a  mcBarchy.  Thia  «pidt  frequently  manifoaia  itaelf 
oven  in  a  aaiaar  of  military  aervioea  wbMv  the  high 
iMaiaaU  invoHad,  (and  in  which  they  largely  partake,) 
and  die  evident  neceasity  of  dMdpbtte»  might  ha  anp- 
paaad  able  to  eoireet  iu  There  can  acaiaaly  be  a  re- 
etraint  moaavasatioaaand  dIagwtiBg  to  a  grown  man, 
«MHi  the  initiatafy  Isaaona  of  the  aiilitaiy  art.  Miti- 
laiy  diacipline  eonaiau  in  the  olHarvance  of  a  nuBhir 
alnlwMa  paitiaulam,  which,  to  the  aavitiate  ii 


havonoawpaiBBtflhfaot;  but  whiah  foiaa  thalnbiatf 
abaaatilUmidcoBnaelediTatam.  It  ia  haiiaved  thai, 
to  thia  cauaa,  ia  ta  be  attribmad  the  UlCie  paafaaaa  which 
haa  bean  made  in  tiai»a«  the  militiaaf  tha  Unitad 
Stataa;  nar  is  thaae  madi  proapect  that  aiy  rhtngr  af 
syatam  aould,  with  lagaid  to  the  piaaeni  militia,  jwo- 
daca  the  laaak  at  which  wa  aim. 

In  aeaichiqg  for  laadamffka-to  guida  ua  tooai  ab}cec» 
it  win  be  m  vain  that  we  diiad  ow  attanrian  to  tha 
moten  natiena  af  Enrapa ; 
nathingtoaidoQri 
•itifimal  diattnctjana  in 

seonritf  by  die  inability  af  Ihair  enlgaeto  to  rent  op- 
piaaainii.  can  fumiah  a  liae  people  wilh  bo  guides  In 
orgamaaig  a  qr"tem  ef  dofonae  which  ehall  he  pure^ 
national.     We  are,  iiowavar»  nat  withaut  laaooiaa. 

<rha  ancient  Kepuhlica,  from  whieh  wa  faaae  drawn 
many  af  the  ohoiseet  maxima  npan  which  to  foaad 
our  eivil  inatitutietta,  wiU  Intniah  alaa  aoaat  peifoci 
madetforanrayatamofMiiiMldctoca.  Tha  whale 
aeciat  of  «ieient  nuHtey  gle^-^thatonndatian  af  thai 
wonderfiil  comfainalaatt  af  militaij  akitt  and  axaltod 
valor  which  enabled  ^  patty  Ai^uhiaa  af  Athanv  to 

fonMd  the  walla  af  aprnta,  and  aandMlBd  the 

lagiona    JHtnanrad,  indaed,  by 

to  the  conqueat  of  the  worid,  will  ha 

itarf  adneation  af  tha  yeth>    Tha  aaatotiaa  of  Maia- 

than  and  Piata»,af  Cynnrijhili  airi  Pydna»  weaa  tha 

praetiaalrMultaof  tha  aiaraiaea  af  tha  Oaaapoa  Mar> 

tiaa  and  Gymnaaia.   It  iaanafosndatiinof  ihiakiBd, 

aadofthia  kind  aniy,  that  an  a«argatae  national  nuli- 

tia  can  be  aatabttshed. 

«  Aa  examination  into  tha  atoi 
tiana  of  individnali  compndng  the  Mis^ar/ 
eml  flKnoK,  *will  evince  tha  iipnwihili^y  af  Aittn^w^ 
an  adaqnato  hnawladge  af  tha  att  af  war  bgr  any  <nh8f 
than  a  oaorae  afdiacipline  duriDg  tha  period  ef 
;  the  lime  neoeaaaix  to  acftoaathai  inpartaat 
ha  aibfdad  at  a^y  athor  petiod  of 
Ufo  with  ao  litao  iajoty  to  the  paUie  or  pnvnto  intoiw 
aata."  Jiolhing  is  mora  trae  than  what  im  heia  «dk 
vanned,  and  it  ia  naal  aingular  that  iha  ainiahU  and 
palriatia  aaceetozy  ahanld  have  founded  hia  plaa  i^pon 
a  aouiae  of  iiutnietioB  to  cammenaa  within  tha  limito 
af  no»«9a,  indeed,  bnt  at  ao  niwnaed  a  pariad  af  it, 
that  att  tha  ubjirtjans  wbMh  canid  ha  mada  to  <he  dfo> 
oqpilaing  at  a  maia  advanoaiaga  wili  apply  egnal(y  la 
it,  with  tha  aiUltkm  of  athoM  wha^  ato  atoia  aataat, 
and  which  are  auppaaad  to  ha  inhaeant  in  tha^atoin 
Itaili:    Of  Mi  ndvuMad  anpa,  ttaipeaad  af  tfoa  yovih 

mamty,  yearn  af  «#»<;  thaas 
aia  to  ha^Mwnantfor  tbiily 
dapa  in  each  year;  and  thaaa  of  twentp^te  tan  di^ 
to  ha  iaatredad  in  aaiapa  of  diaoiplinai 

It  haa  baan  atrangl^  mgad  ^nnat  thia  plan,  tha* 
Ou  topawtian  ef  the  yoMh  at  thai  enlical  aip, 
the  aupaaintanding  ngilaneaaf  Ihek  ^anato  aad  I 
dialH,  wanld  be  a  vaiy 

laaa  of  Haw  fraai  tiia  pumuit  of  Ihair  'Mafoasaana  aad 
oacupatinaa  wauM  peeva  to  them  a  aai 

Whatavar  fosee  thaaa  maf  he  in  theea 
Iha  oammittoaare  liil^  peraaaded  that  tha 
mant  to  be  damad  from  the  aaasutian  af  this  |AaA 
would  nat  eampanaato  for  the  aipanea  aad  looaaftime 
it  would  aaeaaian.  The  perfoolian  of  dineipltne  as  it 
vegarda  tha  aoldier  k  the  graoe»  the  pradaioB  aad  ad- 
dnaa,  with  which  ha  paiforaMceitahi«val«tMM.  To 
aniva  al  thia  patfociian,  iapg*aantiiMiad  paaB^oa  u 
ntial. 
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Ami,wmc9itwmt  l»  «?idinl  ihat  Um  tine 
maj  lor  thi«  pispoM  cannot  be  Uk»n  from  tho  an»ca- 
li»Bs  of  ov  ciliMiw,  «IUr  thej  htTo  urivod  at  the  afe 
0/ jatniioody  tbe  only  altcqrnatiTe  is  to  devise  a  system 
of  miiitaiy  instruction,  which  will  be  engraAed  on  and 
iorm  a  pait  of  the  ordinary  education  of  our  youth. 

The  organisation  of  a  system,  thus  extensive  in  its 
operations,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of  some  time 
and  difficulty.  The  want  of  statistical  information 
will  prevent  the  committee  from  submitting  to  the 
House,  at  this  time,  more  than  the  outline  of  their  plan. 
R  is  embraced  in  the  following  propositions : 

As  the  important  advantages  of  the  miiitaiy  part  of 
the  edaeatieB  of  youth  will  accrue  to  the  commuility, 
and  not  to  the  iodividnals  who  ac^ire  it,  it  is  proper 
that  the  whole  expense  of  the  Ei^tishment  should 
be  borne  by  the^  public  Treasuiy  • 

That,  to  eompoit  with  tbe  equality  which  is  the  basb 
of  our  Constitution,  tbe  organixsitioB  of  the  SetaUiaii- 
ment  ahouJd  be  mch  as  te  extend^  withoat  exce|»tion, 
to  every  indindnal  of  the  ffofm  age. 

That,  to  secme  this,  the  oonteaplaAed  military  in- 
struction should  nptJM  given  in  distinct  sehoolsi  estab- 
lished for  that  purpoaSf  but  that  it  should  form  a  branch 
of  education  in  every  school  within  the  United  Sutes. 

That  a  eiMpe  of  the  miiitaiy  inatnictera  should  be 
formed  to  atteod  tQ  the  gymnastio  and  elementaiy  past 
of  educai^Dn  in  evmrj  schoel  in  the  United  States, 
whilst  the  more  sdentific  part  of  the  art  of  war  shaQ 
be  commsnicated  by  profossors  of  tactics,  to  be  estsh- 
lisbed  in  all  the  higher  seminaries. 

The  committee  ase  fiUI^  aware  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution,  which  Irom  its  nature  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  an  important  change  in  the  manners 
and  habita  of  the  nation,  will  be  received  with  caution 
and  distrust  by  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and 
who  boast  of  a  Government  which  executes  its  powers 
with  the  least  possible  sacrifice  of  individual  rights. 
An  eneroachment  upon  individual  rights  forms  no 
part  of  their  system.  It  is  not  a  conscription  which 
withdmws  Aom  an  anxious  parent  a  son  for  whose 
aorala  he  lears  more  then  for  his  life.  It  is  not  a  Per- 
rian  or  T-orkieh  mendele  to  educate  the  youth  within 
the  purlieus  of  a  compt  Court,  bat  a  system  as  purely 
npttblicaan  in  practice  as  in  principle. 

The  means  are  furnished  bv  the  Government,  and 
tbe  Amedcan  youtii  are  called  upon  to  qualify  them- 
selves, under  tiie  immediato  inspection  of  their  parents, 
or  of  tutors  chosen  by  their  parents,for  the  sacred  task 
of  defending  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

Although  the  ^atom  of  General  Knox  widely  dtflEen 
£rom  that  wliich  has  been  recommended  bv  the  com- 
mittee, his  opinion  of  the  efibcts.to  be  produced  by  it 
is  conceived  to  be  more  particulariy  applicable  to  the 
latter.     '*  If  the  United  Statei,'*  says  he,  *'  |>oesess  the 

*  vigor  of  mind  to  establish  the  first  institution,  for  the 

*  military  instruction  of  the  youth,  it  may  reasonably 
'  be  expected  to  produce  the  most  unequivocal  advan- 

<  tagee.     A  glorious  nationid  spirit  will  be  introduced 

<  with  ito  extensive  train  of  political  consequences. 

<  The  yontii  will  imbibe  a  leve  of  their  country,  rever- 
'  ence  nfi^  obedience  to  its  laws,  courage  and  elevatioi^ 

*  of  mind,  openness  and  liberality  of  charader,  acoom- 

<  panied  hy  a  jikatepirit  efhenor, '  In  addition  to  which, 

*  their  bodues  will  acquire  a  robustness  greatly  oondn- 
'  dve  to  theb  personal  happiness ;  while  habit,  with 
'  iu  oilent,  but  efikadens  opetationib  will  daraUy 

<  cement  the  system.'* 

Thflt  the  Hoose  m^  P<MMei»  the  infotmatioa 


saiy  to  act  upon  this  impoitaiit  enbject,  the  comnrittee 
re^eetftttty  recommend  the  adoption  9i  the  foUewing 
leeelntion: 

fesofoed;  Thet  the  SecielaTy  ef  Wsr  be  required  to 
prepers  and  lay  befoce  this  Hoose,  at  the  next  ssssien 
of  Ceagreas,  a  plan  for  die  military  instmetion  of  all 
the  youth  of  the  United  8tatea,  in  the  way  which  is 
beet  calculated  for  the  purpose,  with  as  little  iiQury 
as  possible  to  the  ordinary  ceuse  ef  eduealioiu 

THE  COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonttder  the  amend- 
mcDta  reported  from  theCocnmiltee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  the  bill  aJiowing  eompenaation  to  the 
members  of  Coogress  end  dele^tts  from  Terri- 
torice  end  to  repenl  ell  ether  ecCe  contrary  there- 
to ;  end  the  siid  ameodmento  being  again  read  «• 
folio W8|  to  wit: 

<«  Fill  the  several  blanks  in  tbe  biB  with  te  weid 
*  six.'  8o  asto  aUow  a  eompeneation  of '  six'  doUats 
per  d^  to  eeoh  Senator',  Beprosentatiae,  and  Deie- 
gato ;  a  like  sum  of  *  wx'  dollars  for  every  twenl^ 
miles  d  the  estimated  distance  feom  his  pkoe  of  resi- 
dence to  the  eeet  of  Congieas,  end  retumug^  to  hb 
said  residence,  es  also  six  doUam  par  day  each,*to  the 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentetives,  in  addition 
to  their  pay  as  members  of  their  rea|»ective  Houseef* 

And,  on  the  qoestion,  ^  Will  the  Ho««eeoQoar 
with  tbe  Committee  of  the  whole  HoMee  in  their 
said  amendmenu  7"  bei  og  stated, 

Mr.  CALaom  said,  that  he  hoped  the  Hooee 
would  not  agree  to  fill  the  blanks  with  six  dol* 
lara,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  had  remained  silent  thus  long,  not  that  he 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  thie  a  trivial 
question,  bat  beeause  he  was  aoxious,  in  ulti- 
mately making  up  his  miod,  to  profit  by  the  oh- 
servatiiKis  of  othefs.  He  had,  howeTer.  finaUy 
adopted  the  course  which  he  intended  to  pursue. 
If  the  blank  was  filled  with  a  sum  folly  equal  to 
the  pfeeent  pay,  he  would  vole  for  the  bill  on  its 
passage,  not  that  in  iuelf  he  preferred  the  daily 
to  the  annual  pay ;  for  on  that  point  his  opinion 
remained  unaltored.  He  believed  the  latter  for 
several  reasons,  which  would  not  be  repeated,  to 
be  of  itoelf  preferable.  The  daily,  howcTer,  had 
one  advantage  at  present  over  the  other  mode; 
it  had  a  greater  prospect  of  being  permanent.  If 
the  pay,  said  he,  is  left  in  its  present  form,  it  will 
most  certainly  be  repealed  by  the  nest  Congress, 
whatever  may  be  the  feelings  of  a  migority  of 
that  bodjr,  as  to  the  mode  or  the  amount  of  pay. 
They  will  not  be  free  agents ;  moat  of  them  be- 
ing alrea4y  committed  in  the  canvass  for  a  seat 
in  this  Boose.  But  should  the  mode  be  changed, 
and  tbeaoAOUot  retained,  the  very  mea  wboluive 
lurned  out  the  most  of  usy  who  liave  been  the 
a^tators  in  the  late  elections,  will  in  all  proha- 
bility  become  the  pacificators.  Fur  we  may  be 
perfectly  assured  of  the  fact,,  that  the  feelings  of 
chose  gentlemen  are  very  different  now  nud  be- 
fore the  elections.  If  you  change  the  mode,  they 
will  seise  the  opportunity,  and  assert  that  you 
have  now  done  what  ought  origioallv  to  hnve 
been  done.    Should  the  bhuih  not  be  filled  with 
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•a  adequate  som,  say  nine  or  tea  dollars  a  day' 
be  would  vote  against  the  fMi^saf  e  of  the  bill,  so 
as  to  reuin  the  present  law ;  but  if  it  must  come 
to  a  repeal,  he  would  prefer  it  to  take  plaee  after 
the  4th  of  Mareb,  so  as  to  leave  the  subject  en* 
ticeiyopen  for  the  next  Congress.  Such  was  the 
course  that  he  would  pursue. 

It  had  more  than  once  been  said  that  this  is 
not  an  important  subject.  If  the  observation 
was  made  in  reference  to  the  members  who  now 
composed  this  bodv,  he  would  readily  assent.  To 
them  it  is  a  triTisl  subject.  They  are  free  agenu, 
and  if  they  find  the  sacrifice  too  considerable, 
they  can  at  any  moment  return  to  those  private 
pursuits,  so  much  more  profitable,  and,  in  many 
respects,  desirable.  We,  then,  as  indiTidoals, 
have  no  right  to  complain,  should  the  pay  be  re- 
duced to  the  smallest  amount  But  there  fs  ano- 
ther aspect  of  this  subject  of  a  very  different 
character.  The  question  of  adequate  or  inade- 
quate pay  to  the  members  of  Congress  is,  if  he 
was  not  greatly  mistaken,  intimately  connected 
with  the  very  essence  of  our  liberty.  This  House 
is  the  foundation  of  the  fabric  of  our  liberty.  Su 
happy  is  its  constitution,  that  in  all  instances  of  a 
general  nature,  its  duty  and  its  interests  are  insep- 
arable. If  he  understood  correctly  the  structure 
of  our  Government,  the  prevailing  principle  is 
not  so  much  a  balance  or  power,  as  a  well-con- 
nected chain  of  responsibility.  That  responsi- 
bility commenced  here,  and  this  House  is  the 
centre  of  iu  operation.  The  members  are  elected 
for  two  years  only;  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
are  responsible  to  their  constituents  for  the  faith- 
ful discbarge  of  their  public  duties.  Besides,  the 
very  structure  of  the  House  is  admirably  calcu- 
lated to  unite  interest  and  doty.  The  members 
of  Congress  have  in  their  individual  capacity 
no  power  or  prerogative.  These  attach  to  the 
eniire  body  assembled  here,  and  acting  under 
certain  forms.  We  then  as  individuals  are,  said 
Mr.  C,  not  less  amenable  to  the  laws  which  we 
enact,  than  the  humblest  citizen.  Such  is  the 
responsibility;  such  the  structure,  such  the  sure 
foundation  of  our  liberty.  If  we  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  what  are  called  the  co-ordinate  branches 
of  our  Ghivernment,  we  find  them  very  differ- 
ently constructed.  The  Judiciary  is  in  no  degree 
responsible  to  the  people  immediately.  To  Con- 
gress, to  this  body,  is  the  whole  of  their  respon- 
sibility. Such,  too,  in  a  great  measure,  is  the 
theory  of  our  Qovernment,  as  applied  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch.  It  is  true  the  President  is  elected 
for  a  term  of  years,  but  that  term  is  twice  the 
length  of  ours;  and,  besides,  his  election  is  in 
pomt  of  fact,  removed  in  all  of  the  States  three 
degrees  from  the  people;  the  Electors  in  many 
of  the  States  are  chosen  by  the  Stat^  Legisla- 
tures, and  where  that  is  not  formally  the  case, 
yet  it  is  in  point  of  fact  effected  through  the 
Agency  of  those  bodies.  But  what  mainly  dis- 
tinguishes the  Legislative  and  Executive  branch- 
es, as  it  regards  their  adiial  responsibilitv  to  the 
people,  is  the  nature  of  their  operation,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  former  to  enact  laws,  of  the  latter  to 
execute  them.    Every  citizen  of  ordinary  infor- 


mation is  cafMble,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  lo 
form  an  opinion  of  the  propri^y  of  the  law;  and 
consequently  whether  Congress  has  or  has  not 
done  its  doty ;  but  of  the  execution  of  tbe  lawi 
they  are  fiir  less  competent  to  judge.    How  caa 
the  community  judge  whether  the  Prcsidenc,  io 
appointing  officers  to  execute  the  laws,  has  in  ail 
cases  been  governed  by  fair  and  honest  motives, 
or  by  favor  or  corruption  ?  How  much  less  com- 
petent is  it  to  judge  whether  the  application  of 
the  public  money  has  been  made  with  economy 
and  fidelity,  or  with  waste  and  corruption  I  These 
are  facts  that  can  be  fully  investigated,  and 
brought  before  the  public  by  Congress,  and  Con- 
gress only.    Hence  it  is  that  iSe  Constitatioa 
^s  made  tbe  President  responsible  to  Congren. 
This,  then,  is  the  essence  of  oar  liberty ;  Cos- 
gross  is  'responsible  to  the  People  imoiediatelf. 
and  the  other  branches  of  Government  are  re- 
sponsible to  it.    What  then  becomes  of  the  the- 
ory of  the  Qovernment,  if  the  President  holds 
offices  in  his  gift,  which,  as  it  regards  honor  or 
profit,  are  more  desirable  than  a  seat  in  this 
House,  the  only  office  immediatelv  in  the  gift  of 
the  people!    Here  Mr.  C.  checked  himselL    He 
found  himself,  he  said,  committing  an  unpardon- 
able error,  in  presenting  arguments  to  this  body. 
The  ear  of  this  House  on  this  subject,  said  he, 
is  sealed  against  troth  and  reason.    What  has 
produced  this  magic  spell  ?   Instructions !    Weil, 
then,  has  it  come  to  this?    Have  the  people  of 
this  country  snatched  the  power  of  deliberation 
from  this  budy  ?    Have  they  resolved  the  Gov- 
ernment into  its  original  elements,  and  resumed 
to  themselves  their  primitive  power  of  legisla- 
tion 1    Are  we  then  a  body  of  individual  agents, 
and  not  a  deliberate  one  without  the  power,  but 
possessing  the  form  of  legislation  7    If  such  be 
the  fact,  let  gentlemen  produce  iheir  ioscraetjons, 
properly  authenticated.    Let   them    oama  the 
time  and  place  at  which  the  people  aasembied, 
and  deliberated  on  this  question.    O  no  I  they 
have  no  written,  no  verbal  iastnictiona ;  bot  th«y 
have  implied  instructions.    The  law  is  iin|N>pu- 
tar,  and  they  are  bound  to  repeal  it,  in  opposition 
to  their  conscience  and  reason.    Have  gentle- 
men reflected  on  the  consequences  of  this  doc- 
trine ?    Are  we  bound  in  all  cases  to  do  wh&t  is 
popular?    If  it  is  true,  how  are  political  errors, 
once  prevalent,  ever  to  be  corrected  ?    Suppose 
a  party  to  spring  up  in  this  country,  whose  real 
views  were  the  destruction  of  liberty ;  suppose 
that  by  managemenL  by  the  patronage  of  offices, 
by  the  corruption  or  the  press,  they  should  de- 
lude the  people,  and  obiain  a  majority — ^and  sure- 
ly such  a  state  of  things  is  not  impossible — what 
then  will  be  the  effect  of  this  doctrine  ?     Ought 
we  to  sit  quiet  1    Ought  we  to   be  dumb?  or 
rather  ought  we  to  approbate,  though  wc  see  that 
Uberty  i»  to  be  engulphed  1    This  dodrine  of  im* 
plied  instructions,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  a  aew 
one,  for  the  first  time  broached  in  this  House ;  and, 
if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived,  not  more  new  than 
dangerous.    It  is  very  different  in  its  character 
and  effects,  from  the  old  doctrine  that  the  con- 
stituents have  a  right  to  assemble  and  fonnaUf 
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to  iDstract  the  Representative;  and  though  I 
would  not  hold  mjself  bouod  to  obey  aoy  such 
instructioos,  yet  I  coDceive  that  the  doctrine  is 
not  of  a  very  daaseroos  character,  as  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  has  as  vet  prevented  them 
from  exercising  such  a  right,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  in  future  prevent  them.  But  this 
novel  doctrine  is  of  a  far  different  character. 
Such  ilistructions  may  exist  any  day  and  on  any 
subject.  It  may  be  alwaj^s  at  hand  to  justify 
any  aberration  from  political  duty.  Mr.  C. 
would  ask  its  advocates  in  what  do  they  differ  in 
iheir  actions  from  the  mere  trimmer,  the  politi- 
cal weathercock?  It  is  true,  the  one  may  have 
in  view  his  own  advancement,  in  consulting  his 
popularity ;  and  the  other  may  be  governed  by  a 
nitftakan  but  conscientious  rctfard  to  duty;  y^t, 
low  is  the  country  benefitted  by  this  difference, 
iince  they  equally  abandon  the  plain  road  of 
truth  and  reason,  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  this 

Solitical  idol.  It  was  said  by  a  member  from 
lassaehttsetts  (Mr.  Cohnbr)  that  this  right  of 
iostructioQ  is  only  denied  in  monarchies,  and,  as 
1  proof  of  it.  he  cited  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke, 
Rrbom  he  called  a  pensioner,  at  the  Bristol  elec« 
ion.  So  far  is  he  from  being  correct,  that  in 
lone  oC  the  free  Governments  of  antiquity  can 
le  point  out  the  least  trace  of  his  doctrine.  It 
trlgiaated  in  the  modern  Governments  of  Eu- 
ope.  particularly  that  of  Qreat  Britain.  The 
2oglish  Parliament  had,  at  its  origin,  no  other 
K) wer  or  duty,  but  granting  money  to  the  Crown ; 
nd  as  the  members  of  that  body  were  frequently 
irgenily  pressed  to  enlarge  their  money  grants, 
t  was  a  pretty  convenient  excuse  to  avoid  the 
queeze,  to  say  they  were  not  instructed.  The 
[eotieman  was  incorrect  in  calling  Burke  a  pen- 
ioner  at  the  time  he  delivered  the  celebrated 
peech  at  the  Bristol  polls.  Bnrke  at  that  time^ 
rhatever  may  have  been  his  subsequent  charac- 
er,  was  a  first  rate  champion  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
ity,  and  of  thi$  country  ;  and  if  the  gentleman 
rouid  recur  to  the  points  in  which  he  refused  to 
bey  the  instructions  of  his  constituents,  it  will 
ot  greatly  increase  his  affection  for  such  doc- 
rines.  That  mind  must  be  greatly  different  from 
nine,  said  Mr.  C,  who  can  read  that  speech,  and 
tot  embrace  its  doctrines. 

I  loo,  said  Mr.  C,  am  an  advocate  for  instruc- 
ion.  I  am  instructed.  The  Constitution  is  my 
etter  of  instruction.  Written  by  the  hand  of 
he  people,  stamped  with  their  authority,  it  ad- 
nits  of  no  doubt  as  to  its  obligation.  Your  very 
lets  in  opposition  to  iu  authority,  are  null.  This 
s  the  solemn  voice  of  the  peopl^  to  which  I  bow 
n  perfect  submission.  It  is  here  the  vox  poptdi 
3  the  voxDeL  This  is  the  all-powerful  creative 
roice  which  spoke  our  Qovernment  into  exis- 
«nce,  and  made  us  politically  as  we  are.  This 
Dody  is  the  first  orb  in  the  political  creation,  and 
stands  next  in  authority  to  the  original  creative 
voice  of  the  people ;  and  any  attempt  to  give  a 
different  direction  to  its  movements,  from  what 
the  Constitution  and  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  its  members,  point  out,  I  consider  as  an  in  no* 
V  alio  a  on  the  principles  of  our  Qovernment. 
14tb  Con.  2d  Sess.— 19 


This  is  neeeasary  to  make  the  people  really 
happy ;  and  any  one  invested  with  public  author- 
ity, ought  to  be  as  sensibly  alive  to  the  people's 
happiness,  as  some  |[entlemea  wish  the  Hoose  to 
be  to  mere  populanty.  He  knew  that  soch  waa 
the  structure  of  our  Qovernment,  that  the  per- 
manent feeling  of  the  community  would  impress 
itself  on  this  House.  He  rejoiced  that  such  waa 
the  fact,  as  there  would  be  no  security  for  liberty 
were  it  otherwise.  The  sense  of  the  people,  said 
he,  operatins  fairly  and  constitutionally  through 
elections,  whI  be  felt  on  this  very  subject^  at  the 
very  next  session;  but  •orely  the  ijoestion  by 
whom  the  repeal  is.  to  be  effieeted,  is  one  of  no 
slight  importance.  It  can  by  our  successors,  if 
they  thinlc  proper,  be  at  least  consistently  done ; 
by  us  it  cannot.  Should  we  reduce  it  to  the  old 
rates,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  sense  of  a 
mat  majority  of  this  House  is  whoUv  averse  to 
It,  besides  the  great  Idss  of  individual  character 
which  we  must  sustain,  it  is  calculated  to  bring 
into  suspicion  all  political  characters,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  public.  Tou  may  rely  on  it,  the 
public  wish  and  expect  us  to  act  by  the  convic- 
tions of  our  mind  and  will,  not  to  tolerate  the 
idea  that  either  on  this  or  any  other  important 
occasion  you  are  acting  a  part,  and  that  you  stu- 
diously shape  your,  conduct  to  catoh  the  applause 
of  the  audience.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  he  would 
not  be  misunderstood;  that  while  he  combatted 
the  idea  that  we  are  bound  to  do  such  acts  as 
will  render  us  popular,  for  soch  he  understood 
the  doctrine,  we  are  to  overlook  the  character  of 
those  for  whom  we  were  to  make  laws.  This 
was  most  studiously  to  be  regarded.  The  laws 
ought,  in  all  cases,  to  fit  the  permanent  and  set- 
tled character  of  the  community.  The  state  of 
public  feeling,  then,  is  a  fact  to  be  reekoned  upon, 
and  to  receive  the  weight  on  any  particular  ques- 
tion to  which  it  may  fairly  be  entitled.  But,  for 
his  part,  he  preferred  that  erectness  of  mind 
which,  in  all  cases,  felt  disposed  to  embrace  what 
was,  in  itself,  just  and  wise.  Such  eharaoters  he 
thought  more  useful,  under  our  form  of  (govern- 
ment, than  any  other,  and  were  more  certain  of 
the  applause  of  after  ages.  If  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, It  constituted  the  very  essence  of  the  ad- 
mired characters  of  antiquity,  such  as  Cato, 
Phocian,  and  Aristides;  and  if  we  could  con- 
ceive them  divested  of  this  trait,  they  would 
cease  to  be  the  objects  of  our  admiration* 

Air.  C.  said)  teking  it  for  granted  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  proving  that  this  House  was  at  lib* 
erty  to  decide  on  th^s  question  according  to  the 
dictates  of  its  best  jndament,  he  now  would  re- 
sume the  argument  wuere  be  had  dropped  it. 
He  had  proved  that  this  Hoose  is  the  foundation 
of  our  liberty;  that  it  is  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple for  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties,  and 
that  any  other  branch  of  Gtoveromeot  is  respon- 
sible to  it  as  the  immediate  Representatives  of 
the  people ;  and  that  it  is  essential  to  the  fair  op- 
eration of  the  principles  of  our  constitutions,  that 
this  body  should  not  be  in  any  degree  under  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Qovernment.. 
How  then  stood  the  fact?    He  begged  that  no 
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oae  would  attribole  to  bim  faetioos  views.  He 
would  »peak  in  relation  to  do  particular  measures 
or  inea.    He  wished  simply  to  execute  geneml 

Cinciptes ;  to  speak  to  the  constituents  aud  the 
ws.  How,  then,  he  repeated,  is  the  fact?  Ace 
there  not  in  the  power  of  the  President  a  multi- 
tude of  offices  more  profitable,  and  many  both 
more  profitable  and  honorable  in  public  estima- 
tion than  a  seat  in  this  House— the  only  office  in 
the  General  QoTernmentin  the  gift  of  the  people  1 
Have  we  not  seen,  in  manv  instances,  men  attract 
ed  out  of  this  House  to  fill  subordinate  Executive 
offices,  whose  only  temptation  was  pay ;  and  what 
is  far  more  dauflerous,  in  every  respect  much  more 
to  be  dreaded,  oo  we  not  see  the  very  best  talents 
of  the  House,  men  of  the  mo:ft  aspiring  characters, 
Anxious  to  fill  the  departments  on  foreign  mis- 
iious  1  Let  me  not  be  understood  to  t brow  blame 
ea  them— the  fault  is  not  so  much  in  them  as  the 

2 stem.  Cougress,  then,  is  only  the  first  step  in 
m  flight  of  honorable  distinction.  So  high  the 
people  can  raise  the  aaptrant,  to  go  beyond,  to 
rise  to  the  highest,  the  Bxecutive  must  take  him 
by  the  hand.  On  what  side  then  most  his  iacli- 
aation  be?-  On  the  side  of  his  eonstituenu,  who 
ean  do  no  more  than  to  keep  him  where  be  is,  or* 
tkat  of  the  Executive  power,  on  whom  his  fu- 
ture hope  must  depend?  Setting  corruption 
aiide,  which  he  believed  had  made  no  inroad  on 
%Bj  but  take  human  nature  as  it  is,  can  you  expect, 
with  ordinary  virtue,  that  vigilant  and  bold  over* 
aiyht  over  the  Bxecutive  power  which  the  Con- 
stitution supposes,  and  which  is  necessary  to 
coerce  a  power  possessed  of  so  much  patronage  ? 
He  was  aware  the  evil  was  difficult  to  be  cured. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  some,  that  oo  member  of 
either  House  ought  to  be  capable  uf  being  appoint- 
ed to  any  office  for  the  term  for  which  the  Pres- 
ident is  elected.  It  is  worthy  ai  refiectioo.  For 
his  part,  but  one  objection  occurred  to  him  which 
he  could  not  surmount.  He  feared,  that  so  lone 
^l  the  Executive  offices  which  he  had  mentioned, 
continued  to  be  more  desirable  than  a  seat  in  the 
House,  it  would  tend  still  further  to  depress  the 
Legislature.  The  best  materials  for  politics  would 
eystematically  avoid  Congress,  and  approach 
Bxecutive  favor  through  some  other  arenue. 
Whether  this  or  some  other  plan  be  adopted  in 
part,  he  was  confident  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  seat  in  Congress  more  desirable  than  what  it  is 
even  at  the  present  pay.  What  sum  was  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose  he  stated  last  year  in  debate, 
and  had  only  to  regret  that  the  country  did  not 
see  the  same  necessity  with  bim  on  this  point. 
Gentlemen  saj  we  ought  to  come  here  for  pure 
patriotism  and  honor.  It  sounds  well;  but,  if 
the  system  be  adopted  to  its  full  extent,  there  will 
,be  found  neither  patriotism  nor  honor  sufficient 
for  continual  privations.  We  must  regard  human 
nature  as  it  is,  said  Mr.  C«,  and  particularly  that 
portion  for  whom  we  legislate.  Our  countrymen, 
with  many  admirable  qualities,  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, greatljr  distinguished  by  the  love  of  aeqoisi- 
sition,  I  will  not  call  it  arariee,  and  the  love  uf 
honorable  distinction.  He  objected  to  neither  of 
these  traits.    They  both  grew  necessarily  out  d[ 


the  character  of  our  country  and  institutiom. 
Our  population  advances  beyond  that  of  all  conn- 
tries;  marriages  in  all  conditions  of  life  take 
place  at  an  early  period.  Hence,  the  doty  im- 
posed on  almost  every  one  to  make  provisiao  for 
a  growing  family.  Hence,  our  love  of  gmiBf 
which,  in  most  instances,  is  founded  on  the  purest 
virtues.  The  love  of  distinction  is  not  less  deeply 
fixed.  In  a  country  of  such  blended  qualities, 
reliance  ought  not  to  be  had  wholly  oo  boaor  or 
profit.  They  ought  to  be  blended  in  due  propor- 
tion. The  truth  is,  that  no  office  requiring  loog 
continued  privationv,  will  be  honored,  unless  daly 
rewarded,  for  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  pursuit. 
If  these  views  be  correct,  the  effect  of  an  adequate 
reward  is  not  only  to  attract  talent  to  the  place 
where  it  is  most  needed,  the  Legislature,  but  yoo 
make  it  more  statioaary  there,  and  what  is  more 
essential,  place  it  more  beyond  Bxecutive  con- 
trol ;  and  thus  realize  the  full  effects  of  the  the- 
ory of  your  Governmenu  The  ndditioaai  expense 
would  not  be  felt ;  and  he  knew  of  ao  other  ob- 
jection, which  had  the  least  plausibility,  except 
that  we  cannot  plead  the  example  of  any  other 
country,  and  that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  too 
much  competition  for  a  seat  in  Congress.  He 
acknowledged  the  want  of  example  in  other 
countriee,  aod  he  thought  it  worth  serious  inves- 
tiaation,  what  effect  it  had  had  on  the  permanency 
01  their  liberties.  But  why  should  we  look  for 
examples  either  to  the  Smte  Legislatures  or  to 
other  couatries?  la  what  other  instauce  has 
the  duties  of  legislation  involved  so  great  a  sac- 
rifice of  time  a  ad  domestic  pursuits  ?  Compare 
our  services  here,  with  that  of  a  judge,  or  most 
Executive  officers,  and  they  will  be  found  not  les 
burdensome.  Nor  did  he  fear  that  the  competi- 
tion for  a  seat  in  Cuuffress  would  be  too  aoi ma- 
ted. He  beliered  a  sharply  eooteated  eieccton, 
if  corruption  did  not  enter,  was  of  public  adrao- 
tage.  It  brings  the  proceedings  of  this  body  more 
folly  before  the  people,  and  makes  them  much 
better  acquainted  with  their  interest.  It  even 
makes  a  stet  here  more  honorable  in  public  esti- 
mation. Nor  was  he  afraid  that  competitions 
would  produce  corruption.  Fifteen  hundred  or 
two  thousand  dollars  a  year  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose.  An  election  to  Consress 
was,  in  this  respect,  more  safe  than  that  to  a  State 
Legislature ;  as  it  requires  so  many  more  to  elect 
to  the  former  than  the  latter.  This  security 
grows  with  the  increasing  growth  of  the  eouarry ; 
as  the  number  of  constituents  will,  relaii reiy  to 
the  representatives,  increase.  There  were  other 
and  important  considerations,  connected  with  a 

i'ust  pay  to  the  members  of  this  body  ;  but  as  they 
lad  been  fairly  presented  by  the  report  of  (be 
committee,  he  would  ooi  fully  discuss  them.  Bf 
ao  ioadequate  pay,  yoo  close  the  door  uf  public 
honor  on  some  of  the  must  deserving  citixens. 
Talents  in  this  country  are  principally  from  the 
middiiog  aod  1  wer  classes.  These,  in  fact, con- 
stitute the  great  body  of  the  community.  A  young 
man  of  tMlents  spends  his  property  and  time  to 
acquire  sufficient  information  to  pursue  a  profes- 
sion.   He  pro  res  worthy  of  public  confidence ; 
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ou^ht  he  not  to  receive  indemnity  for  the  appli* 
cation  of  his  time  and  talents  to  the  cerTice  of  nts 
countrY  ?    It  would  heeconomf  with  a  vengeance 
to  exclude  all  such  from  the  floor  of  legislation, 
or  to  make  them  mere  political  adventurers,  who 
would  enter  here  only  for  further  promotion.  The 
extent  of  our  country,  said  he,  pomts  another  and 
powerful  reason  why  the  pay  should  he  respec- 
table.   No  one  is  fit  for  legislation,  who  does  not 
constantly  bear  in  mind  that  our  Republic  is  dis- 
tinguished from  all  other  fVee  countries  that  has 
ever  existed^  by  the  extent  of  our  territory.  While 
we  derive  from  this  distinction  many  advantages, 
we  are  liable  to  great  and  menacing  dangers. 
While  we  behold  our  growth  with  pride,  it  must 
Bit  the  same  time  impress  us  with  awe.    It  is  our 
duty  to  overcome  space  by  every  effort  in  our 
power.    We  ought  to  attract  suitable  talents  from 
the  most  distant  part  of  our  Republic  by  a  full  and 
generous  allowance.    Distance  itself  constitutes 
a  ffreat  objection  to  many  to  perform  the  duties 
orthis  body.    Should  the  men  who  by  nature  and 
itudy  are  endowed  with  requisite  qualities  for 
)nblic  service,  be  forced  by  a  miserable  parsimony 
!ither  to  di  rect  their  talents  to  private  pursuits, 
)r  to  af&irs  of  the  respeetif  e  States,  and  men  of 
inferior  capacity  be  sent  to  this  body,  who  can 
neasure  the   public  misfortune?    What  could 
end  more  powerfully  to  dissever  this  Union? 
Some  have  taken  up  the  idea,  as  extraordinary  as 
t  may  seem,  that  the  increased  pay  to  the  mem- 
bers is  in  its  nature  aristocratical.    What  1  is  it 
tristocratical  to  compensate  the  public  servant 
br  his  services  to  the  public?    Can  it  beconsid- 
red  as  favoring  the  power  of  a  few,  to  extend  the 
K>wer  and  influence  of  the  people  in  the  affairs  of 
he  General  Government 
elect  the  best  talents  for 
ervice.   It  raises  them  in  the  scale  of  influence, 
ly  causing  the  most  shining  and  aspiring  talents  to 
le  dependent  on  them  for  promotion  and  honor, 
t  maces  their  service  more  desirable  than  that  of 
Sxecutive  employment ;  and  by  a  simple  process 
nables  them  through  their  immediate  agents, 
his  House,  to  hold  a  controlling  power  over  any 
epartmeni  of  (he  Qovernment.    Such  is  the 
nstocratical  tendency  of  this  reprobated  measure. 
Ar.  C.  said  that  he  might  extend  his  observations 
nuch  farther  on  this  most  important  subject ;  but 
io  much  had  been  well  said  by  others  that  he 
7O0ld  abstain.    He  must  however  present  to  the 
fiouse  a  reason  which  he  believed  bad  not  as  yet 
>een  touched  on;  he  meant  the  happy  effect, 
vhich  an  adequate  compensation  would  nave  on 
he  tone  of  parties  in  our  country.    Make  a  seat 
n  Congress,  what  it  ought  to  be,  the  flrst  post  in 
he  community,  next  to  the  Presidency,  and  men 
>f  the  greatest  distinction  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
ty will  seek  it.    The  post  then  of  honor  and  dis- 
inction  being  in  the  people,  and  not  in  the  Presi- 
lent,  will  be  open  to  all  parties  in  proportion  to 
their  ascendency  in  the  Union.    That  entire  mo- 
nopoly of  honor  and  public  profit  by  the  majority 
will  not  be  experienced,  which  most  be  felt,  when 
the  honors  of  the  country  are  principally  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.    Those  who  b^ 


understeod  our  nature  can  the  most  fully  appf«> 
eiate  the  consequences.  Although  it  may  not 
abate  the  heat  of  party,  it  will  greatly  affect  their 
feelings  towards  our  happy  political  institntioai. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wbbatoit. 
Mr.  SotJTBARD,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  the  quea* 
tion  before  the  House  was  not  that  of  refunding, 
confession,  pardon,  or  absolution.  He  had  no 
confessions  to  make,  or  pardon  to  ask;  he  had 
received  no  instruction  from  his  constituents,  and 
therefore  stood  on  independent  ground.  The 
question,  he  understood,  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
report  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  six  dollars.  In  Committee  he  had  the 
honor  to  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  that  sum ; 
and  although  he  considered  the  decision  of  the 
question  doubtful,  yet  he  hoped  the  House  would 
sustain  the  report,  as,  notwithstanding  all  that 
honorable  gentlemen  had  said  against  it,  he  was 
not  asham^  of  his  motion  ;  nor  shall  t,  said  Mr. 
S.,  abandon  it,  until  a  majority  of  this  Houae 
siiall  decide  against  it. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  understood  that  the  primary  ob- 
ject of  the  members  who  advocated  the  compen- 
sation law,  was  to  bring  into  Congress  men  of 
the  first  talents  in  the  nation,  and  to  retain  them 
there.  Y}\^  I  believe,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  high  sala- 
ries would  have  that  effect,  perhaps  I  might  unite 
with  them  in  the  measure,  but,  having  always 
entertained  a  different  opinion,  must  beg  leave  to 
dissent  from  them. 

Gentlemen  bad  said  that,  unless  the  wages  of 
members  were  raised,  the  best  men  in  the  Legis* 
lature  would  be  induced  to  leave  Congress  and 
accept  of  Bsecutlve  appointments.    Mr.  S.  said, 

j-^~w"^  — .^«.»..»  w.    he  had  no  kind  of  objection  that  the  President 

7    It  enables  them  to  I  «hould  induce  men  of  the  best  talents  in  Congress 
their  own  immediate    <o  leave  it,  and  fill  more  important  appointment^^ 

such  as  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Heads  oi 
Departments,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  for- 
eign nations,  dkc.  When  men  came  mto  Con- 
gress, from  private  or  rather  obscure  cirolea,  and 
were  found  to  possess  pre-eminent  talents  and 
qualifications,  and  particularly  qualified  for  some 
important  office,  it  was  proper  that  they  should 
be  callrd  to  fill  those  offices  for  which  they  wei« 
so  well  qualified.  How  should  the  Sxecutive 
otherwise  become  acquainted  with  men  of  td- 
ents?    He  could  not  know  them  until  they  ap* 

reared  in  public.  Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  sit  down 
will  endeavor  to  assign  a  reason  for  the  opinion 
I  have  ad  fanned,  and  also  very  briefly  state  some 
of  the  motives  that  induced  dm  to  vote  againat 
the  passage  of  the  compensation  bill,  and  which 
will  have  a  commanding  influence  on  my  mind 
in  determining  the  vote  that  I  shall  now  give. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  this  Qovern- 
ment, Congress  passed  a  law  to  pay  its  members 
six  dollars  per  day.  This  act  was  passed  in  the 
year  1789,  and  expired  by  its  own  limitation 
in  1796,  when  Congress  again  took  up  the  sub- 
ject or  pay,  and  two  propositions  were  discussed, 
one  for  an  annual  salary,  the  other  a  per  diem 
allowance  of  six  dollars — the  latter  prevailed. 
Some  of  our  citizens  had  considered  the  wages  of 
the  members  too  high,  and  had  petitioned  Con- 
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grtss  to  redoee  their  pty.  Gold  aad  silver  was 
then  the  main  carrency  of  oar  coaniry)  and,  as 
the  wages  were  by  some  of  oar  citiaEeas  deemed 
extravagant,  marmariDgand  diseoDtent  prevailed 
amongst  the  people.  But  it  soon  subsided,  and 
Qoveroment  went  on  well,  and  men  of  talents 
and  osefol  information  formed  theeooneiisof  oar 
nation ;  whether  it  was  interest,  honor,  or  patriot- 
ism, or  all  of  them  combined,  he  shoiud  not  pre- 
tend  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  was  an  undeniable  fact  that,  from 
the  year  1796,  the  date  of  the  six  dollar  act,  to  the 
year  1816,  Conf^ress  had  never  been  deficient  in 
talents;  and,  sir,  I  speak  it  with  pieasnre  and 
some  decree  of  national  pride,  that,  in  mv  ham- 
hie  opinion,  I  have  never  witnessed  witnin  the 
walls  of  Congress  Hall  more  men  of  brilliant  and 
vsefol  talents  than  I  see  this  day  within  these 
walls.  Sir,  daring  the  term  of  twenty  years  the 
MV'of  the  members  of  Congress  has  been  six 
dollars  per  diem ;  and  the  scenes  through  which 
we  have  passed,  prove  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States  has  been  competent  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  Government.  Europe  has  been  convulsed 
to  iu  centre,  and  America  has  felt  the  shock,  but 
is  now  settled  down  into  a  peaceful  calm. 

Thus  Government  went  on  well  for  the  space 
of  twentv  years ;  and  I  did  believe,  and  do  still 
believe,  that  it  was  bad  policy  to  pass  any  law 
that  would  tend  to  interrupt,  or  mar  that  mutual 
confidence  that  had  so  long  subsisted  between  the 
people  and  their  Representatives. 

Notwithstanding  the  able  and  lucid  report  of 
the  committee  on  that  subject,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
retained  the  same  opinion  that  he  did  when  the 
compensation  bill  nassed  the  House,  and  said  he 
was  the  more  confirmed  that  his  first  impressions 
were  right,  from  what  had  since  taken  place;  for 
the  law  bad  been  denounced  from  Georgia  to 
Maine — from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other— not  only  by  mobs  and  factions^  as  had 
been  represented  by  some  members  of  this  House, 
but  by  Legislatures  in  solemn  form,  and  grand 
jurors  around  the  altars  of  justice,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple have  been  too  much  irritated  and  agitated  by 
misrepresentation  and  falsehood,  and  lam  sorry 
to  say  that  a  lying  spirit  has  gone  forth,  striving 
in  its  course  to  fasten  ignominy  on  the  foes  of 
the  law,  as  well  as  on  ito  friends ;  and  such  has 
been  iu  effect,  that  I  will  venture  to  say  that  not 
a  member  in  this  House  has  escaped  censure  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree-^not  even  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  escaped.  One  thing,  sir, 
we  are  well  assured  of,  the  voice  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  has  been  strongly  and  clearly 
expressed,  and  I  regret  that  any  portion  of  our 
citizens  should  have  been  styled  a  faction  for 
having  freely  expressed  their  opinion  on  a  sub- 
ject in  which  they  feel  so  much  interest. 

Mr.  S«  said,  be  regarded  the  voice  of  the  man 
at  his  cart  ana  his  plough,  as  much  as  he  did  the 
voice  of  him  who  riots  in  luxury  and  rolls  in  his 

{;ilded  trappings.  Sir,  our  Grovernment  is  Repub- 
ican,  and  founded  on  the  opinion  of , the  People; 
the  yeomanry,  the  mechanic,  and  laborer,  feel  a 
deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  measures  of  Gov- 


ernment, and  Government  has  a  dependent  inter- 
est on  them — ^for'  the  Kine  himself  is  selved  of 
the  field,  and  the  strength  of  the  Prince  is  his 
people. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  jt  is  #ell  known  that  money 
is  by  no  means  of  the  same  value  that  it  was 
twenty  years  ago,  and  he  was  wcJl  assved  that 
many  honorable  members  of  this  House  make  a 
great  sacrifice,  when  they  leave  their  professions, 
occupations,  and  domestic  concerns;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  as  a  free-will  offering,  and  their  con- 
stituents and  their  country  would  hold  their  ser- 
vices in  grateful  remembrance  when  their  hnis 
are  laid  in  the  dust. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have  a  considerable  na- 
tional debt  to  pay ;  times  are  hard  in  various  parts 
of  the  country ;  taxes  are  high,  money  scarce,  and 
but  liule  or  no  produce  to  carrjr  to  market.  The 
tide  of  popular  opinion  is  running  strong  against 
high  salaries,  and  extravagance  of  every  kind. 
But,  notwithstanding  this  is  the  case,  the  people 
are  willing  to  pay  the  public  debt,  evea  if  it  wete 
ten  times  as  much  as  it  realiv  is.  The  glorious 
achievemenu  of  the  late  war  have  scaled  ihedea^ 
tinies  of  this  country,  perhaps  for  centuries  to 
come^  and  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  has  seemed  our 
liberties,  and  established  our  national  independ* 
ence,  and  placed  this  nation  on  high  and  honor- 
able ground. 

Mr.  S.  said,  influenced  by  coosideratioas  like 
these  he  had  mentioned,  he  voted  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compensation  act,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  from  a  full  conviction  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  measure,  and  now  felt  himself  bound 
for  the  same  reasons  to  vote  for  a  repeal  of  the 
law,  and  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  to  bring  back  the  pay  to  six 
dollars. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  been  instrocied  by  his 
constituents,  but  did  beliere  that  hiu  opinion  on 
this  subject  coincided  with  the  public  will,  and, 
therefore,  was  uninfluenced  by  anything  contrary 
to  his  own  judgment ;  nor  had  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  instructed  their  Senators,  or  required 
their  Represenutives  to  do  anything  on  this  sub- 
ject. They  were  attending  to  tneir  concerns, 
leaving  Congress  to  transact  their  own  businesa 
in  their  own  way. 

One  observation  more.  In  regard  to  informa- 
tion given  to  the  House  a  few  days  since  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,) 
in  his  speech  on  the  subject,  he  observed,  that 
wheat  in  Baltimore  was  selling  for  three  dollars 
and  a  quarter  a  bushel,  and  therefore  contended 
that  the  wages  of  members  ought  to  be  raised. 
Sir,  I  draw  a  very  different  conclusion  from  the 
fact.  God,  in  his  providence,  has  been  pleased, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  blast  our  crop  of  grain,  aad 
perhaps  where  there  is  one  to  bring  bread  to 
market,  there  may  be  one  hundred  to  buv.  Thus 
dear  and  scarce,  how  are  the  poor  to  obtain  it  ? 
But  have  it  they  milst.  He  hoped  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cdlpbpsr  said,  after  the  observatioos  of 
the  gentleman  from  Soi^th  Carolina,  (Mr.  Ca.l- 
BOON.)  so  full  of  good  sense  and  sound  reasoning, 
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he  certainly  would  vote  on  this  sahject  without 
making  anjr  remarks,  if  he  bad  gifen  a  silent  Tote 
on  the  passage  of  the  compensation  bill  last  ses- 
sion; bat  having  spoken  and  voted  for  it  at  that 
time,  he  rose  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  present 
occasion.  Every  man  in  public  life,  said  Mr.  C, 
has,  or  should  have,  some  guide,  by  which  his 
conduct  is  directed  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties.  But  two  rules  have  ever  been  recom- 
mended ;  first,  the  judgment  and  conscience  of 
the  Representative;  and,  second,  the  opinion  of 
his  constituents,  or  their  instructions. 

To  ascertain  the  roost  correct  rule,  tnd  firmly 
adhere  to  it,  has  been  an  object  of  primary  Im* 
porcance  with  m^ ;  and,  although  I  may  not  have 
Formed  a  correct  and  proper  rule,  I  have  found 
3ne  which  my  judgment  approves,  and  from 
which  I  have  never  intentionally  departed,  and  I 
iiope  I  never  shall ;  and  I  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  till  I  describe  this  rule,  and  offer 
some  of  my  reasons  for  the  votes  I  expect  to  give 
upon  the  bill  now  before  us. 

More  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  debate 
ipon  this  subject,  both  for  and  against  the  right 
)f  the  people  to  instruct  their  Kepresentatives, 
ind  the  obligation  of  the  Representatives  to  obey, 
hun  1  can  subscribe  to.  Under  every  form  of 
government,  and  especially  such  a  government 
18  ours,  formed  by  the  whole  community,  for  the 
nutuai  benefit  of  the  people  and  their  rulers,  and 
conducted  by  men  selected  from  the  mass  of  so- 
ciety, public  opinion  will  have,  and  should  have 
rreat  force.  It  will  not  only  influence  the  con- 
luci  of  individuals  in  a  community,  but  the  form- 
uion  of  its  laws.  Unity  of  interest  and  mutual 
confidence  in  the  people  and  their  rulers,  is  the 
itroogest  cement  in  political  society,  and  surest 
guarantee  of  civil  liberty;  and  h  is  hoth  the  in- 
erest  and  the  duty  of  legislators  to  cherish  that 
confidence.  A  desire  to  avoid  the  censure,  or 
^in  the  applause  of  the  public,  is  a  laudable  one ; 
ew  sacrinces  are  too  great  to  make  to  public 
)pinion;  and  legislators  may  usually  conform 
heir  systems  to  what  the  humor  of  the  people 
vill  bear;  but  the  right  of  judging  what  is  proper 
tnd  just,  never  should  be  resigned,  and,  if  asked. 
ihouTd  be  resisted  with  firmness.  Rulers  should 
[pursue  a  correct,  consistent,  fair,  and  honorable 
course,  and  never  surrender  their  own  judgment 
to  popular  opinion ;  they  should  conscientiously 
oppose  what  thev  deem  to  be  injurious  to  society, 
and  give  the  puolie  information  upon  every  im- 
portant subject  of  legislation,  to  prepare  them  to 
judge  correctly ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  public 
opinion  may  be  expected  to  produce  its  best  ef- 
fects. Whether  this  is  not  true,  let  those  who 
are  accustomed  to  view  men  and  things  with  an 
impartial  eye,  determine,  and  they  will  find  that 
falsehood  and  misrepresentation,  if  believed  to 
be  true,  have  all  the  effects  of  the  most  solemn 
and  important  truths.  These  effects  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  thoughtless  and  ignorant,  but  extend 
to  the  whole  mass  of  society— to  the  best  of  men. 
This  has  never  been  uvore  apparent  than  in  the 
effects  produced  by  the  codipensation  bill  of  last 
session.  And^ what  caused  this  great  excitement  ? 


This  country  has  long  been  divided  into  two  great 
political  parties,and  both  have  their  party  printers, 
who  are  fond  of  exercising  all  the  influence  they 
possess.  Both  parties  seized  the  compensation  bilL 
as  a  measure  that  would  produce  murmuring  and 
discontent,  and  attempted  to  wield  it  to  their  ad* 
vantage.  The  Republicans  charored  it  to  the 
Federalists;  because,  said  they,  although  more 
Republicans  than  Federalists  voted  for  it,  yet  a 
greater  proportion  of  Federalists  than  Republi- 
cans supported  it.  This  is  unquestionably  true ; 
but  whether  it  proceeded  from  grovelling  avarice, 
or  honorable  independence,  I  leave  the  public  to 
determine.  The  Federalists  charged  it  to  the 
Republicans,  and  said,  gentlemen,  you  have  a 
great  majority,  and  never  lose  a  bill  yon  desire 
should  pass,  nor  suffer  a  bill  to  pass  except  you 
desire  it.  This  is  as  certainly  true ;  but  whether 
they  were  in  this  single  case  overruled  by  the 
minority,  or  wished  the  passag^e  of  a  bill  they  were 
unwilling  to  vote  for,  I  will  not  say.  One  thing 
I  can  say,  and  I  assert  it  without  tear  of  contra- 
diction,  that,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
where  no  record  is  kept  of  the  votes,  not  more 
than  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  voted  against 
the  bill,  and  most  of  that  number  had  too  much 
respect  for  the  majoritv  to  say  one  word  against 
the  bill,  but  rose  in  their  place  to  be  counted. 
What  arguments  they  heard',  or  what  reasons 
they  had  to  vote  against  it  in  the  House,  I  know 
not ;  but  when  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for, 
sixty-seven  recorded  their  names  against  the  bill, 
and  many  others  either  could  not  or  would  not 
vote  for  it. 

Posterity  will  decide  who  acted  the  most  firm 
and  consistent  part:  those  who  voted  for  it  in 
Committee  and  against  it  in  the  House,  or  those 
who  supported  it  from  first  to  last.  For,  unim* 
portent  as  this  measure  was  of  itself,  the  public 
clamor  and  our  conduct  here,  has  made  it  inter- 
esting and  important,  and  we  have  immortalized 
our  names. 

I  voted  for  the  bill,  and  I  do  not  rmret  it ;  nor 
do  I  lament  the  passage  of  the  bill,  f  believed  it 
just  to  increase  the  compensation,  and  determined 
to  act  a  firm  and  consistent  part.  I  did  not  shrink 
from  my  share  of  the  responsibility.  I  could  not 
desert  the  honorable  gentleman  from  ^Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Johnson,)  who,  when  he  reported  that  bill, 
expected  the  support  of  four-fifths,  if  not  nine- 
tenths,  of  the  members,  in  its  passage  through  the 
House. 

But  to  return  to  the  party  printers.  When,  too 
late,  they  and  the  party  candidates  discovered 
their  mistake,  and  found  this  weapon,  like  a  two- 
edged  sword  in  unskilful  hands,  which  cut  both 
friends  and  foes;  they  perceived  they  could  not 
stop  the  machine,  an(|  it  produced  effects  thef 
never  intended ;  it  raised  a  great  cry  against  the 
bill,  and  produced  more  excitement  than  any  other 
measure  of  the  General  Government.  Nothing 
would  jtfstify  a  description  of  these  effects,  if  pub- 
lic opinion  was  not  urged  as  a  reason  for  repeal- 
ing the  bill,  and  reducing  the  compensation  to 
six  dollars  per  day,  contrary  to  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  a  great  majority  of  this  House.    But 
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aa  this  is  urged,  and  gentlenen  hate  informed  ui 
what  their  immediate  eonstituents  have  said  and 
done  upon  this  snhjeet,  I  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
late what  came  ander  my  notice. 

My  constitaents  gave  me  no  instructions  apon 
the  subject.  They  did,  as  individnab,  eommain 
not  only  of  the  mode,  but,  what  they  called,  the 
great  amount  of  the  compensation.  A  learned 
and  respectable  clergyman  said  to  me,  '^  we  never 
'  can  expect  to  pay  our  public  debt,  all  the  taxes 
*  will  be  required  to  pay  the  salary  of  members ; 
'  the  revenue  collected  in  this  district  (and  it  is 
'  supposed  to  be  from  sixty  to  ninety  thousand  dol- 
'  lars)  will  be  necessary  to  pay  Mr.  Culpeper.". 

I  asked  him.  how  did  yon  obtain  that  informa- 
tion 1  He  replied,  a  person,  and  I  think  he  named 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  made  the  calcula- 
tion, and  it  amounted  to  nearly  thirty  thousand 
dollars  per  day.  I  rejoined,  do  you  understand 
the  subieet,  and  know  what  you  say  ?  Do  you 
know  the  difference  between  what  we  formerly 
received,  and  what  we  now  receive  under  the 
compentation  bill  of  last  session  ?  He  said,  not 
oreciseiv,  but  it  must  be  very  great.  I  then  in- 
lormed  nim  that  during  the  two  years  of  the  thir- 
teenth Congress,  I  received  under  the  old  law 
|^,9d4;  that  during  the  two  years  of  the  fonr^ 
teenth  Congress,  if  1  attended  every  day.  I  should 
reecive  ff3jW>  and  my  travelling  pay.  And  I  ap- 
peal to  God  as  a  witness  of  truUi,  and  to  the  Ser- 
geall^a^  Arms,  who  paid  the  money,  for  the  truth 
of  this  story  respecting  the  money  I  received,  and 
which  I  expect  to  receive.  The  gentleman  then 
said,  if  the  difference  was  but  two  or  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  it  was  improper  to  make  so  much 
ncdse  about  it,  and  the  friends  of  the  measure 
shodd  have  furnished  correct  infbrmatioo,  and 
prevented  such  mistakes. 

Now,  sir,  when  such  men  as  these  make  such 
mistakes,  no  wonder  that  honest,  good,  and  correct 
men  murmur;  but  I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe 
my  constituents  are  unwilling  to  give  me  a  just 
oonpeasation  for  my  services.  I  presume  all  that 
is  necessary  is,  to  ascertain  what  is  just.  I  bitve 
formed  an  opinion  for  myself,  and  I  firmly  believe 
every  man  who  attends  this  plaee  as  a  l^blator, 
should  receive  what  will  support  him  and  his 
wife,  if  he  has  one,  and  is  disposed  ta  bring  her 
with  him  $  and  if  he  leaves  his  family  at  home, 
he  should  receive  an  honorable  support,  and  a 
sum  sufficient  to  remunerate  his  family  for  the 
loss  of  his  services. 

I  may  be  told,  the  public  is  not  bound  to  sup- 
port our  wives ;  this  1  admit,  but  we  are  bound 
to  support  tbem,  and  how  will  we  do  it,  when  in 
the  public  service,  if  it  re<|nires  the  whole  of  our 
com[>ensation  to  support  ourselves  ?  A  lady  who 
marries  a  man  without  both  the  disposition  and 
the  means  of  maintaining*  her,  acts  very  injudi- 
ciously ;  and  the  old  book  informs  us,  he  that  pro- 
vides not  for  his  own^  hath  denied  the  faith,  and 
I  iMve  no  doubt  that  he  is  worse  than  an  inndei| 
both  in  politics  and  religion. 

But  a  few  words  upon  the  risht  of  instruction. 
The  people  have  certainly  a  right  to  express  their 
opinions,  and  I  trust  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  the 


voice  of  the  people,  its  fair,  its  ftill  and  Conetito- 
ional  force^  if  ^ iven  as  advice ;  but  I  think,  how- 
ever, my  constituents  have  not  attempted  to  in- 
struct me,  and,  should  they  do  it,  and  should 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  bare   the 
honor  in  part  to  reprbent,  attempt  it ;  and  even 
if  every  State  Legislature  in  the  Union  should 
attempt^  to  bind  me  by  instructions ;  I  would  re- 
ject their  instructions,  and  disobey  their  orders  ii 
contrary  to  the  opinions  I  had  deliberatiely  formed. 
The  rule  by  which  my  conduct  is  directed  is 
this,  to  attend  constantly  ;  this  I  have  done  and 
never  lost  a  day  in  six  years,  either  through  bad 
weather,  sickness,  or  negleeL    To  meet  every 
snliject  of  legislation  fainy,  to  weigh  nrgnmenis 
and  opinions  in  the  country,  and  on  this  floor, 
impartially ;  and  then  vole  as  my  judgment  and 
conscience  directs^  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge discharge  the  duties  I  owe  to  my  God,  my 
country,  myself,  and  my  iataily,  tcgnrdlets  of 
consequences.    My  conduct  has  been  directed 
by  this  rule.    I  voted  for  the  cempeamtion  hBl 
and  I  do  not  regret  it    I  am  difimntly  sitmited 
from  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on 
this  subject ;  I  have  not  passed  the  oitad,  my 
constituents  have  not  yet  passed  upon  my  conduct, 
but,  if  I  live  tall  next  August,  I  meet  to  tSoxA 
an  opportunity  of  decidinji  it  in  a  Conatitntioaal 
way.    I  shall  then  ascertain  whether  thef  ajiprove 
or  dimpprove  of  my  detcrminntlon  to  net  as  mjr 
judginent  and  conscience  dictates.   I  love  my 
constituento ;  their  confidence  and  appcobatitm,! 
trust,  will  ever  be  properly  appreemted  by  me.    I 
esteem  them  for  their  love  of  jaatiee,  and  cannot 
presume  they  desire  me  to  serve  them  without  a 
just  compensation;  my  respect  for  them  has 
nothing  of  fear  in  it.    I  hope  my  confidence  ia 
them,  and  regard  for  tbens,  will  renMia  tmchaken, 
but  could  I  know  they  were  oavril/iiig  to  do  me 
justice,  it  would  very  much  diminish  my  confi* 
denoe.    But  I  presume  they  do  not  blame  us  for 
receiving  an  aaequate  eompeasation  for  our  ser- 
vices, but  charge  us  with  greatly  inereattng  oor 
riy.    Let  us  examine  the  propriety  of  this  charge, 
admit  we  have  inereaseu  the  nominal  sum,  but 
not  the  intrinsic  value  of  our  pay.    This  amy  be 
illustrated  by  the  pnctiee  of  the  bakers,  and  oo- 
copants  of  boardin^tmsea  in  this  city.  Formerly 
flour  was  five  or  six  doUaia  per  haml,  then  the 
five-penny  loaf  would  feed  two  men  i  now  floor 
is  fourteen  or  fifteen  dollars,  and  the  bakers  have 
not  increased  the  |»ice  of  the  loaf,  hot  diminished 
the  loaf;  now,  two  or  three  loaves  are  neeesmry 
for  one  hearty  man.    Bo,  sir,  with  your  compen- 
sation twenty  years  ago,  twenty  cents  would  pur- 
chase n  dinner,  for  which  you  now  have  to  pay 
one  dollar,  and  every  other  other  article  has  risen 
in  nearly  the  same  ratio ;  and  yet  we  are  told  we 
have  increased  our  pay— we  have  in  name,  tot 
not  in  value* 

Can  any  ^[^tleman  in  this  Hous6  say  the  pay 
we  now  receive  is  equal  in  value  to  the  pay  of 
members  under  the  six  dollar  law  fifteen  yeais 
ago?  or  will  any  gentleman  my  he  believes  six 
dollars  per  day  is  a  just  oofhpenmtion?  If  any 
gentleman  doo  thiuk  it  is^  I  hope  he  will  any  so^ 
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bat  I  presume  no  gentleman  will  hazard  ■oeh  an 
opinion.    And  are  we  to  be  proscribed  for  doing 
what  aJl  admit  to  be  just  ?    I  trust  not.    I  am 
willing  to  serve  my  constituents  as  lonff  as  I  am 
their  choice,  and  they  are  willing  to  allow  me 
what  will  support  myself  and  wife,  and  not  one 
day  longer;  for  patriotism  never  brought  me  here, 
and  I  presume  it  never  did  any  man.    I  trust  we 
have  patriots  in  this  House.    I  hope  I  have  a 
patriotic  feeling,  but  par  constituents  never  sent 
us  here  as  mere  patriots,  they  chose  ua  as  legie- 
lators,  as  politicians,  and  we  should  legislate  as 
our  judgment  and  conscience  direct.    This  b  my 
course,  and  when  my  constituenis  know  my  cutu- 
atjon,  and  appreciate  my  motive,  I  trust  they 
will  approve  my  conduct.    To  them  I  am  re* 
sponsible  for  the  manner  in  which  I  have  dis- 
charged my  public  duties,  bat  by  them  I  never 
can  be  directed,  or  forced  to  violate  my  coascienee, 
or  abandon  my  duty  j  and  if  it  is  my  mtsfortnae 
to  lose  their  confidence,  by  ezercisio|[  what  to 
me  appears  a  sound  discretion,  and  discharging 
what  1  deem  to  be  m^  duty,  I  shall  never  rwret 
my  course,  I  shall  enjoy  peace  of  mind,  andTeel 
the  support  of  an  approving  conscienca. 

A  few  words  respecting  the  biU  before  US|  and 
I  fl^all  close  my  remarks* 

If  the  House  refuse  to  concur  with  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  will  fix  the  daily  pay 
at  eight  or  nine  dollare,  I  will  vote  for  it*  If 
they  will  so  amend  the  mil  as  to  repeal  the  com- 
peasatioQ  act,  and  leave  next  Congress  to  fix 
their  compensation,  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  if  the 
blank  is  nlled  with  six  dollars  per  dajr,  I  oaanot 
vote  for  it.  I  receive  ten  dollars  this  year.  I 
believe  it  to  be  jusL  I  have  no  idea  the  repeal- 
iBg  bill  will  take  efieet  in  time  to  affect  the 
amount  of  my  compensation,  but  aAer  receiving 
ten  dollars,  I  never  can,  I  never  will  vote  to  Unit 
my  successor  to  six  dollars,  if  I  stand  alone. 

Mr.  Fuf  DLET,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  when  he 
offered  a  few  observations^  some  days  since^  on 
this  question,  the  principle  he  had  chiefly  in  view 
escaped  hia  memory.    It  was  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  members  giving  punctual  attendance 
in  their  places,  and  this  had  been  overlooked  in 
the  discussion.    Unless  this  is  accomplisliai,  in 
a  competent  degree,  said  Mr.  F.,  rapreseaution 
is  but  a  sbadowi  or  rather  the  name  of  it  is  a  de- 
ception.   I  do  not  naean  that  the  numbtir  of  Rep- 
resentatives ought  to  be  increased;  they  ate,  m 
my  opinion,  so  much  too  numerous  already,  that 
in  this  way  the  expense  is  more  iocreaaad  than 
any  reasonable  increase  of  salary  would  do ;  but 
I  complain  of  the  non-attendgnce  of  members 
who  are  elected,  and  whieh  mult  necessarily  be 
unequally  from  ,differeat  parts  of  the  nation.  The 
question  of  compensation,  whether  by  salary  or 
by  the  day,  is  of  no  importance,  otherwise  than 
as  far  as  it  secures  the  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers;  short  of  this,  it  is  in  a  manner  thrown 
away ',  and  it  is  certain  thai  the  employment  and 
expense  of  living  difier  very  much  irom  each 
other  in  difierent  States ;  hence  it  was  that  under 
the  diplomatic  government  pf  the  Confederation, 
when  each  Bt^tehad  to  pay  its  own  members  oat 


of  the  respective  State  treasuries,  they  |iaid  at 
very  different  ratee^some  a  fourth,  some  a  third, 
and  some  a  half  more  than  others ;  and  hoace  it 
was,  that  when  patriotism,  in  opposition  to  in*^ 
terest,  ceased  to  operate,  Congress  was  scarcelf 
attended  by  a  quorum,  to  do  important  business^ 
one  month  in  the  year.  Indeed,  we  are  told  thai 
honor  will  supply  the  want  of  adequate  compen^ 
sation.  The  capricious  principle  of  honor,  and 
the  more  noble  principle  of  patriotism,  has  often 
done  great  things;  but  that,  when  set  in  opposi- 
tion to  interest,  they  cannot  be  permaoeotiv  do- 
pended  on,  is  made  evident  by  the  history  or  our 
Revolution;  nor  in  opposition  to  interest  ought 
they  to  be  calculated  on,  in  time  of  peace,  whca 
all  the  citizens  are  protected  in  pursuing  every 
one  of  them  their  own  interest.  The  Represent- 
atives having  a  comoaon  interest  with  their  eon* 
stitoeats,  Is  the  great  security  of  Republican 
Qoverament;  of  honor  and  patriotism  there  may 
be,  and  often  are,  great  professions,  where  ther^ 
is  but  little  reality;  the  true  patriot  is  willing  to 
pav  well,  in  order  to  he  well  served. 

It  is  wall  known  that  the  National  Government 
was  the  result  of  liberal  compromise,  and  that  so 
were  the  laws,  also^  by  which  it  was  nut  in  op^ 
eration,  and  among  others  the  law  nxing  tvs 
compensatioQ  of  memben  of  Congress ;  and,  as 
has  been  mentioned  hy  the  venerable  member 
from  Maasachosetts.  (Mr.  PiOKnaamo,)  who  waa 
well  acqilainicd  with  those  times,  this  compensa- 
tion was  determined  at  a  time  when  many  of  the 
sages  and  statesmen  who  conducted  as  through 
the  Revolution,  and  who  sat  in  the  national  ot 
ratifying  convention,  or  in  both,  were  members  | 
many  m  whose  names  and  chamcters  dp  honor 
to 'their  country,  and  wIiq  nnderstood  the  orinei- 
pies  of  the  National  Constitution  welL  It  waa 
fixed  at  a  medium  between  the  highest  aad  the 
lowest  that  the  Statea  respectively  had  given: 
but  knowing  the  chaageableness  of'^the  value  of 
money,  they  fixed  it  so  as  to  expire  soon  afker 
the  representation  was  eqnaliaed  by  the  first  cen- 
sus. When  it  expired,  bjr  its  own  operation, 
about  twenty  years  since,  it  was  renewed  at  the 
same  rate,  as  I  mentioned  formerly,  by  a  small 
majority. 

While  Congress  possessed  only  the  very  lim- 
ited powers  vested  by  the  Confederation,  the 
small  and  weak  States  were  really  oppressed. 
The|r  were  called  on  for  their  doe  proportion  of 
requisitions,  which  they  were  not  able  to  pay. 
They,  with  difileuky,  were  able  to  bear  the  ex* 
penae  of  their  own  state  governments,  and  this 
was  increased  by  beiag  obliged  to  compensate 
tiMiir  members  in  Congress,  in  which  the  smaH 
States  had  as  many  members  as  the  large  oneS| 
bot  they  were  not  able  to  give  such  a  eompensfh* 
tioo  as  would  insure  attendance.  To  these  States, 
the  provision  in  the  Federal  Government,  that  all 
compensation  should  be  paid  out  of  the  National 
Treasury,  and  determined  by  the  National  L^is- 
lature,  was  an  Incalculable  advantage,  and  stiU  ia 
so,  to  new  and  weak  States ;  therefore,  as  may  be 
well  remembered,  the  small  Sutes  ratified  the 
Constitution  without  delay,  while  the  large  States 
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<Qok  much  longer  time  to  deliberate.  Id  short, 
there  is  not  a  Gorernro'eDt  in  the  world  in  which 
so  moch  provision  is  made  for  the  strong  bearing 
the  burdens  of  the  weak. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  now  before  the  House 
t8|  are  uix.  dollars  of  the  present  currency  equal  in 
value  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  life  to  what  tbey 
were  twenty^seTen  years  sinee,  or  even  twenty? 
I  have  not  indeed  heard  that  in  words  this  is  as- 
serted ;  yet  the  opposition  that  is  given  to  such 
an  increase  of  compensation  as  would  be  equal 
in  value  to  what  it  was  at  first  implies  so  much. 
The  professed  ground  of  opposition  is,  however, 
that  it  is  contrary  to  public  opinion.  To  make 
]M]biic  opinion  a  rule,  we  ouy ht  to  be  certain  that 
the  public  mind  was  well  informed.  I  will  ad- 
mit, however,  that  the  novelty  of  turning  the  day 
wages  into  a  i^alary,  and  not  proportioning  it  to 
the  length  of  the  session,  is  opposed  by  public 
opinion  in  many  places.  But  that  the  propriety 
of  an  increase  of  compensation,  in  some  propor- 
tion to  the  decreased  value  of  the  currency,  is 
not  againstj  but  perfectly  corresponding  with 
public  opinion,  is  evidenced  by  the  most  une- 
quivocal testimony.  Ask  the  farmer  if  he  will 
sell  the  produce  of  his  farm  at  the  same  price  he 
would  have  done  above  twenty  years  ago?  Tbey 
will  all  answer  universally,  no.  Ask  the  smith, 
the  tailor,  the  weaver,  dbc.,  will  thev  work  for 
you  at  the  same  rate  they  did  at  that  period  ? 
They  will,  one  and  all,  answer  no.  Ask  those 
who  keep  tavern  or  boardinff-bouses,  and  thev 
will  give  the  same  answer.  This  seems  a  much 
more  correct  method  of  collecting  the  public 
opinion  than  from  stump  orators  or  newspaper 
declaimers,  which  I  hear  mentioned,  but  with 
none  of  whom  am  I  acquainted. 

But  there  is  another  method  of  coUectioff  pub- 
lic opinion  equally  infallible.  The  State  Legis* 
latures  are  the  official  repositories  of  public  opin- 
ion. Ask  them,  and  they  will  refer  you  to  their 
laws,  by  which  they  have  decided,  in  their  own 
Cfise,  that  six  dollars  now  is  far  short  of  being 
equal  to  what  it  was  when  the  wages  of  Con- 
gresii  were  fixed  $  some  of  them  at  least  have  de* 
cided  that  it  is  but  half  the  value. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress  is  of  no  further  use  than  as  it  secures 
the  attendance  of  members.  That  it  has  not  se- 
cured that  attendance,  as  well  for  several  years 
past  as  formerly,  will  be  evident  to  all  who  ex- 
amine the  journals.  The  House  has,  indeed,  the 
Eower  of  compelling  the  attendance  of  memoers^ 
ut  that  power  is  impracticable  as  to  any  general 
Surpose.  Pennsylvania  formerly  exacted  a  heavy 
ne  for  non-attendaDce,bttt  it  was  seldom  levied— 
easy  apologies  were  admitted.  As  their  attend- 
ance is  essential  to  the  well  being  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  it  is  certainly  best  to  make  it  their  interest 
to  attend  by  such  a  compensation  as  tbey  had 
when  the  Government  was  organized.  This  has 
been  long  known  by  my  friends  to  be  my  own 
opinion.  While  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  House 
last  session,  1  perused  the  journals  at  home,  and 
found  that  there  was  often  a  thin  House  deciding 
important  measures,  even  on  this  compensation 


law  which  has  made  so  much  noise ;  and  on  the 
law  for  compensating  property  lost  or  destroy «l, 
which  produced  so  many  mistaken,  there  were 
from  a  fifth  to  a  fourth  of  the  members  absent, 
and  on  many  other  important  questions  a  much 
greater  proportion,  sometimes  nearly  one-haifl 
As  this  is  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  which  I 
will  ever  be,  I  can  have  but  little  interest  ia  the 
fate  of  the  question  further  than  the  public  good 
is  concerned,  and  of  this  I  hope  not  to  lose  sight 
when  retired  from  public  life. 

Mr.  PicKEBiNO  observed,  that  resteniaj  he  had 
bastllv  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sabjeet  under 
consideration,  at  the  moment  when  the  qoestion 
was  to  be  put  on  an  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  him, 
(Mn  Rakoolpb.)  He  would  now  add  a  fev 
more.  The  comparative  value  of  the  compensa- 
tion to  members  of  Congress,  as  fixed  in  178^,  and 
that  by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  deserved  a  more 
explicit  statement. 

Taking  the  average  length  of  the  sessionj  o£ 
Congress  at  five  months^  or  150  days^and  the  real 
value  of  th^  compensation  of  1789  to  he  double 
(and  it  was  ceruinly  more  than  double)  the 
value  of  the  same  npminal  sum  in  1816,  the  re- 
sult of  the  comparison  would  be  this:  150  days, 

at  $12 1^1,800 

The  average  travel  of  members  to  the 
Seat  of  Government,  400  miles,  at  20 
miles  for  a  day,  and  the  same  in  return, 
together  40  days,  at  912       ...       480 

Making  the  average  compensation  to  a 
member  of  Congress  in  1789  equal,  in 
the  money  of  1816,  to  -       -       -        -  32J88O 

In  1816,  the  law  allowed  a  salary  of       -     1,500 
But  left  the  allowance  for  travel  at  the 
original  nominal  sum  of  six  dollars  for 
every  20  miles ;  consequently,  the  40 
days  travel  give  only  •      -       -  '    -        240 

Total  value  of  the  compensation  in  1816  $1,740 
Or  less  in  value  than  members  received  in  1789, 
by  $540,  in  the  money  of  1816.  Tet  the  clamor 
has  been  excited  by  an  alleged  increase,  as  well 
as  a  change  in  the  mode  of  compensation. 

But  the  time  when  this  supposed  increase  was 
enacted,  has  been  pronounced  improper  and  un- 
propitious— just  when  the  country  had .  emerged 
from  an  expensive  war,  and  the  people  were  bur- 
dened with  taxes.  But  what  was  the  caaein  1789? 
Six  years,  indeed,  had  dapeed  from  the  close  of  a 
seven  years'  war.  but  its  distressing  consequences 
remained.  We  nad  no  national  Government  of 
force  to  relieve  the  country  from  those  distresses; 
hence  commerce  and  all  other  branches  of  indus- 
try languished.  A  debt  (the  sacred  debt  of  the 
Revolution,  the  price  of  our  indepeddence)  of 
more  than  seventy  millions  remained  uapaid. 
The  public  revenue  was  then  incipient ;  and  the 
whole  receipto  from  commerce  in  1789.  and  the 
two  following  years  united,  amounted  to  but  about 
six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  wher«as  the 
reventM  from  the  same  source,  in  the  single  year 
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of  1816,  amoanted  to  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars;  aod  the  entire  reyenue  from  the  customs 
and  other  sources,  in  that  one  year,  amounted  to 
about  thirty  millions,  at  the  same  time  the  public 
debt  was  stated  at  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions.  Since  the  year  1789.  the  population  of 
the  United  States  has  more  tnan  doubled ;  the 
wealth  of  the  people  is  trebled ;  and  the  style  of 
decent  liTiog  (m  addition  to  the  increase  of  prices) 
become  vastly  more  expensire. 

Bat  the  public  voice  has  been  raised  against 
the  law  of  the  last  session !  Yes,  a  Iviog  spirit' 
had  gone  forth  (as  one  gentleman  haa  said)  and 
deceived  the  people.  F*rom  every  part  of  the 
Efouse,  gentlemen  had  ascribed  the  public  clamor 
to  artifice  aod  intrigue.  Some  Federalists,  (and 
they  probably  began  the  outcry,}  remembering 
the  charge  ox  extra vaeance  formerly  made  as  one 
tneans  tp  undermine  tlie  Federal  Administration, 
md  the  **  odious"  compensation  law,  having  a 
iemocratic  origin,  those  Federalists  seized  the 
jccasion  to  attack  their  political  adversaries  with 
heir  own  weapon.  Others  denounced  the  law 
n  order  to  render  unpopular  those  who  voted  for 
t,  or  who  availed  themselves  of  its  provisions, 
ind  thus  to  supplant  them  in  the  public  favor, 
md  step  into  their  places.  Others  joined  in  the 
ilamor,  to  be  in  the  fashion,  or  to  acquire  some 
tock  of  popularity  for  future  use.  Others,  again, 
nd  those  alone  whose  opinions  deserve  attention, 
lonestly  disapproved  of  the  law,  because  unin* 
ormed,  or  misinformed,  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
uestion.  Since  the  publication  of  the  able  and 
lear  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  such 
aen  had  become  satisfied  that  the  measure  was 
orrect.  One  instance  was  presented  in  a  letter 
3  a  member  of  this  House,  written  on  another 
objeeti  and  in  which  this  matter  of  .the  compen- 
ition  was  mentioned  incidentally.  It  is  a  letter 
rom  an  honest  and  intelligent  sailor,  who  now 
ives  in  the  country,  in  Pennsylvania,  probably  as 
farmer.  He  says,  "  I  consider,  from  the  com- 
mittee's report  on  the  compensation  law,  that  it 
bould  not  be  repealed,  but  I  thought  otherwise 
ntil  I  seriously  perused  the  solid,  distinct,  and 
lear  report  thereon."  Had  that  report  gone  forth 
nth  the  law,  no  such  clamor  as  we  nave  wit- 
eased  woald  have  been  raised,  and  we  should 
tot  now  be  debating  the  question. 

Mr.  P.  said,  we  nave  heard  something  about 
patriotism  on  this  occasion,  but  there  was  no  room 
or  it  on  this  subject.  He  trusted  no  gentleman 
vould  take  oflbnce,  if  he  said  that  patriotism  had 
lot  brought  a  single  member  into  that  House ; 
hat  there  was,  in  truth,  no  more  reason  that  men 
hould  labor  for  the  puolic  than  for  individuals, 
vithoot  being  paid  for  it;  and  the  compensation 
bould  comport  with  the  high,  and  important  na- 
nre  of  the  services  to  be  performed.  As  to  the 
rawer  to  fix  the  compensation  of  members,  it  had 
«en  repeatedly  stated  that  it  is  expressly  granted 
o  Congress  by  the  Constitution ;  and  it  was  right 
hat  Congress  should  always  possess  this  power, 
n  order  (as  in  all  other  things)  to  adapt  the  laws 
:o  the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  times.  Let, 
hen,  the  compensation  law  be  left  as  it  bow 


stands — an  inheritance  to  our  successors.  If  they 
commit  waste  upon  it,  or  throw  it  away,  let  them 
be  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

A  few  words  on  instructions  to  members  of 
Congress.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  received  instruc- 
tions  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in 
which  the  compensation  law  is  censured,  as 
changing  the  mode  and  greatly  increasing  the 
compensation  to  members  of  Con gres^-^a:;  an  in- 
novation upon  the  custom,  and  not  congenial  with 
the  republican  principles  of  our  Qovernment ;  and 
requesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  use  their  influence  to  efiect  its  re- 
peal. He  had  shown  that  the  compensation  had 
not  been  increased ;  that  it  is  really  of  less  value 
than  it  was  in  1789.  And  as  to  its  being  an  in- 
novation, the  venerable  gentleman  from  Fennsyl- 
yaoia  (Mr.  Findlbt)  had  informed  us  that  the 
idea  of  a  salary  compensation  was  not  a  novel 
one.  For,  that  in  1796,  when  an  increase  of  the 
compensation  was  under  consideration  in  Con-^ 
gress,  it  was  proposed  to  change  it  from  a  daily 
to  an  annual  compensation ;  tnongh  neither  one 
nor  the  other  was  then  accomplished.  As  to  in- 
structions, whether  from  the  Legislatures  or  the 
people  of  a  district,  Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  their 
validity.  If  they  contain  reasons  for  or  against 
any  measure,  these  will  merit  a  respectful  consid- 
eration — but  instructions  unaccompanied  by  rea- 
sons, were  not  entitled  to  the  observance  of 
Representatives.  He  felt  humbled  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  should  have  descended 
to  this  small  business;  especially  as  it  was  one 
exclusively  intrusted  to  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution. If,  on  any  important  public  measure,  a 
State  Legislature  think  proper  to  express  their 
sentiments,  with  their  reasons,  and  especially  if  a 
national  measure  operate  unequally,  the  State 
aggrieved  will  rightfully  remonstrate,  and  instruct 
its  Representatives  accordingly.  If  the  case  be 
dear,  ihey  will  of  course  obey;  if  it  be  doubtful, 
the  opinion  of  their  constituents  will  turn  the 
scale.  But  they  should  go  no  farther,  because 
they  are  bound  not  to  contravene  the  general  wel- 
fare for  any  partial  or  local  interests. 

Mr.  P.  would  say  one  word  more' on  patriotism. 
The  only  patriotism  belonging  to  this  subject  is 
that  which,  by  providing  liberal  compensations 
for  the  service,  shall  induce  those  who  best  un- 
derstand, and  are  most -able  to  promote,  the  great 
interests  of  our  country  to  accept  of  seats  in  Con- 
ffress.  To  bring  forth  such  men,  he  wished  the 
law  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said,  that  the  dig- 
nity and  importance  of  a  seat  in  this  House  was 
estimated  more  highly  by  none,  not  even  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cai^ 
nouN,)  than  by  himself.  It  is,  said  Mr.  T..  a 
station  worthy  the  exalted  ambition  of  the  ablest 
statesmen  in  this  country ;  no  man,  although  re- 
tiring from  the  Executive  Chair  of  the  Union, 
crowned  With  the  benediction  and  gratitude  of 
his  fejlow-citizens,  would  be  dishonored  by  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  To  discharge  the  various  aod  ar- 
duous duties  ofh  Representative  in  Congress,  re- 
quires not  only  incorruptible  integrity,  but  talents 


996 


HIBTOBT  OF  0ON€HUBB& 


696 


H.OFR* 


Jamvakt,  1817. 


ofaT6ry  iiiperior  ofder.  The  taUeeU  prctaited 
for  debtte  and  legislation  are  eqaal  to  tbe  highest 
and  most  refined  intellect,  stimolated  bj  patriotic 
ardor  and  perseveriog  industry.  Tlw  people  of 
the  United  States  are  represented  no  where  bat 
in  this  House.  It  is  for  this  eaose,  that  every 
officer  in  e?enr  department  of  the  Government, 
from  the  President  down  to  the  messenger  who 
distnbutes  these  bills  upon  oar  tables,  is  answer- 
able to  this  authority  for  the  iaithfal  disehaige  of 
his  duties.  Here  the  voice  of  the  people  is,  ooght 
to  be,  and  ever  will  be  heard,  while  one  snark  of 
liberty  remains  to  our  country.  May  taa  day 
never  arrive  when  their  seats  shall  be  eccapied 
by  weak,  wicked,  and  ignorant  men. 

Honorable  gentlemen  have  told  ns.tbat  they 
were,  and  still  are,  in  favor  of  the  compensation 
law  of  last  session,  from  a  conviction  that  it  is 
calculated  to  command  for  the  service  of  this 
Hoose,  better  talenu  than  coold  be  procured  at 
the  former  rate  of  compensation*  Most,  if  not 
all  of  their  argaments,  are  founded  on  this  sop- 
position.  Let  us,  for  a  few  minutes,  inquire  into 
lU  truth.  And  here  I  am  wiliii^  in  the  outset  to 
admit,  that  since  my  first  acquaintanee  with  this 
House,  it  has  lost  some  of  its  brightest  onNuneots, 
because  they  could  not  afibrd  to  sacrifice  private 
pursuits  to  public  employment  But  do  gentle* 
men  believe  that  fifteen  hondred  dollars  a  year 
would  have  secured  to  us  their  services?  No, 
sir,  it  would  not.  Some  of  them  have  returned 
to  the  practice  of  lucrative  professions,  yielding 
an  income  of  five,  ei^ht,  or  ten  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  and  in  sevenFinstanoes  I  am  informed  of 
a  still  larger  sum.  Some  have  accepted  profita* 
ble  and  peroianent  offices  under  the  State  gov- 
ernments, and  otheri^  fatigued  with  public  cares, 
have  sought,  in  domestic  quiet,  that  happiness 
which  political  pursuits  failed  to  afford.  I  know 
of  no  man  who  has  retired  from  this  House  be- 
cause the  pay  was  but  six  dollars  a  day,  who 
would  have  remained  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
a  year.  The  addition  to  the  compensation  made 
by  the  law  of  last  session  is  mocb  less  than  it 
appeirs  to  be  considered  either  in  this  Hoose  or 
out  of  it.  The  members  of  the  first  Congress, 
who  paid  themselves  six  dollars  a  day,  actually 
received,  besides  travelling  expenses,  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  doUan  a  year.  For  the  two 
years  they  received  for  their  services,  besides  the 
usual  travelling  allowancee,  three  thousand  and 
ninety  dollars.    The  memben  of  the  fifth  Con- 

Sress  received,  in  like  manner,  about  twelve  hon- 
red  and  seventy-eight  dollars  per  aooam,  and 
the  members  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  Con- 

fresses,  something  more  than  eleven  hundred 
oUars  per  annum.  During  these  eight  years^ 
Congress  was  in  session  longer  than  osuil,  bat 
the  average  compensation  received  by  members 
of  Congress,  at  six  dollars  a  day,  fVom  the  organic 
cation  of  the  Government  under  the  present  Con- 
stitoiion,  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
is  little,  if  any,  short  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
anaum.  With  an  increased  population  and  ter- 
ritory, we  ought  to  calculate  on  a  proportionate 
increase  of  legislative  business,  the  despateh  of 


which  will  not  be  acedcrated  by  tke  angoMatad 
numbers  in  this  House.  It,  therefore,  aiay,  and 
probably  will  happen,  that  we,  or  those  who  are 
to  occupy  these  seats  after  tis,  will  sooieciaies  re- 
ceive more  monev  at  six  dollars  a  day  tiiao  at 
fifteen  hondred  dollars  a  year.  Bat  should  it  be 
otherwise — shoold  this  country  happily  enjoy 
domestic  tranquillity  and  public  repose,  in  so 
great  a  decree  as  to  require  the  seasions  of  Con- 
gress to  be  protracted  not  much  beyond  the 
average  which  they  have  heretofore  attained— I 
.put  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  hear  m« 
whether  they  would  be  influenced  lo  continue  in, 
or  to  abandon,  the  service  of  their  eoaatry  in  this 
House,  because  they  might  receive,  aa  a  eoof 
pensatioa  lor  that  service,  three  or  foor  hondred 
dollara  a  year  more  or  len.  No,  sir,  they  would 
not)  1  should  wrong  their  highminded  ud  patri- 
otie  feelings  by  a  coatrary  sopposation.  I  sec 
around  me  honorable  memben  devoting  aodi- 
vided  attention  to  their  public  duties,  sobmitting 
to  painful  and  almost  innumerable  pnvationsL  for 
a  pecuniary  compensation,  less  by  four-fold  tnaa 
the  ^me  capacity  and  application  would  insare 
in  their  professional  empioymeots.    TheM  gen- 


tlemen are  my  witnesses  that  it  is  not  neeessary 
to  pay  great  wages  lor  the  purpose  of  bringing 
distinguished  talents  into  this  House. 

Several  venerable  members  have  spoken  of  the 
impreved  charectrr  of  Congress  for  political  and 

Seneral  science  within  a  few  years  past.  1  caa 
raw  a  comparison  onlv  between  this  and  the 
thirteenth  Congress.  Many  able  men  were  re- 
turned to  both.  This  Congress  has  lost  by  soma 
chancer  while  it  has  gained  by  othera  1  am 
unabie  to  strike  a  balance.  But  let  gentkmea 
remember  that  the  talent  and  ioti^grity  which 
have  done  honor  to  either  the  one  or  the  othei^ 
furnish  no  argument  in  favor  of  tke  compeosa- 
tion  law.  We  both  were  elected,  and  took  our 
seats  as  laborers  by  the  dajj  and  althoogh  there 
may  not  hare  been  any  ialUng  ofi^  yet  I  am  lanabla 
to  discover  any  improvement  in  the  maaaer  of 
doing  businces  since  we  became  salary  men.  If 
the  members  of  this  and  the  last  Congresi  have 
been  characterized  by  lather  more  anility  thaft 
some  of  their  predecessors,  it  ought  to  he  ascribed 
to  the  imporunt  and  critical  times,  in  whiek 
they  were  elected.  Similar  times  will  aiwaya 
produce  the  same  result,  whether  the  eonpensa- 
tion  be  high  or  low. 

It  has  never  been  the  policy  of  this  Qoretn* 
ment  to  pay  persons  employed  in  iia  service,  par- 
ticularly in  the  legislative  department,  as  pro- 
fusely as  professional  nien,  especially  of  the  law. 
are  paid  for  their  services  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  Any  mid- 
dling clerk  in  the  office  of  a  oouaty  court  lawyer, 
can  there  earn  for  his  master,  by  the  folio,  twciro 
or  fifteen  dollars  a  day.  But  who  ever  thought 
of  graduating  the  compensation  to  membtos  of 
Congress  bv  that  staadardl  Much  less  by  one 
formed  with  reference  to  the  fees  nllowed  to 
counsellors  of  respectable  standing.  Agriculia* 
risu  constitute  the  predominant  class  of  oar  popu- 
lation, and  the  pay  allowed  to  oftembere  «  the 
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Legisktore,  ia  both  iIm  Ocneml  and  9(*ie  gor- 
ernmentj)  bas  been  in  moat  InsUocfls,  and  always 
onght  to  be^  iUed  wUb  a  view  to  the  profita  of 
agricultural  indoatry. 

Much  baa  been  aaid  oo  tbe  subject  of  inatruc- 
tioos.  I  have  received  from  mj  immediate  con- 
stituents neither  ioatroetion  nor  adviee«  But  I 
im  not  the  leaa  acquainted  with  their  wiahea  on 
ibia  aabjeet  The  aalary  law  ia  by  them  anani- 
nooutly  diaaiwroved.  Every  man  of  every  po- 
litical Jiarty^  from  firat  to  last,  baa  eendemied  it. 
Prom  the  mdnatriona  farmer,  who  honora  and 
ieoefita  bis  eonntry,  down  to  the  despicable 
wretch  who  livea  by  his  wita,  eating  the  bread 
)f  extortion  or  idleneaa;  throogh  the  long  list  of 
otermediate  cbaraoter,  noc  one  stood  forth  its 
idvoeate.  It  was  diaousaed  in  town  meetings, 
tod  condemned.  Committees  were  appointed  to 
neet  in  county  conventioa,  where  it  was  again 
liscnsaed  and  condemned.  I  was  present  at  none 
)f  these  meetinga.  But  from  the  aewapapcra  I 
earn  that  a  memorial  prmyiog  i^  repeal  waa 
tgreed  to,  fbr  the  purpose  of  beiog  aubinitted  to 
hia  Hoose.  It  haa  not  been  received.  Theae 
aeetioga  were  held  without  diatinetton  of  party. 
*lot  on  tbe  eve  of  an  election,  aad  for  electioaeer- 
Dg  pttrpdaes,  but  months  after  the  i^lls  were 
losed,  and  after  the  law  had  been  pubUahed,  and 
rell  understood.  All  classea  of  aociety  eniied 
a  these  proceedings;  they  were  not  stimnktted 
y  demagoi^ues,  for  the  purpose  of  piiUiog  down 
r  bnildin|(  up  any  man,  but  were  ao  condncted 
a  to  furniah  to  my  mind  aatiafaetory  evidence 
[iat  the  deliberate  judpnent  oi  my  immediate 
onstitueota  is  oppoeea  to  the  salary  Jew.  1 
bought  proper  to  mention  these  preeeeding^  al- 
bough  not  regularlyi  before  this  Hoose,  bwause 
liere  ia  no  other  way  of  ascertaining  what  is 
nblic  opinion  but  by  receiving  and  combining 
lie  opinions  of  the  people  in  tbe  several  diatriete 
rem  which  we  come. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  blassaeiiuaetts, 
Mr.  HnLABST^  who  yesterday  favored  us  with 
ae  of  his  happiest  specimens  of  pnbUe  speaking, 
ad  entertained,  if  he  did  not  eonvinoe,  his  hear^ 
rs,  considered  thie  as  a  contest  between  Obngress 
nd  the  people— 'between  the  representntive  and 
be  constituent  $  and  he  hoped  this  House  would 
nanfally  maintain  the  ground  assumed  by  it  at 
he  last  session.  Has  the  honorable  genilemaa 
oigotten  the  lessoki  of  experience?  Let  him 
ooK  into  the  history,  not  only  of  this,  but  ef  all 
tee  governments,  and  point,  if  he  can,  to  one 
(xample  of  a  conteat  between  the  people  and  the 
3k>verninent  in  which  t^e  latter  nave  been  aoe- 
lesafoL  If  aueh  example  can  be  produced,  the 
ucceas  of  the  Government  was  purehaaed  at  the 
>rice  of  the  liberty  of  the  country.  While  tbe 
teople  are  free  they  will  and  ought  to  govern.  I 
'eel  DO  humiliation  while  avowing  that  I  atand 
lere  to  expreaa  for  my  cooatituenta,  and  aa  their 
repreaentative.  what  they  themaeivea  would  ex- 
preaa  if  peraoaally  preaent,  aad  poaaesaed  of  the 
same  tniormation  upon  which  I  act. 

But  I  do  not  agree  with  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Masaachuaetts  that  this  is  a  oenteat  be- 


tween Congreaa  and  the  people.  That  gentle- 
man, and  theae  who  voted  with  him,  doubtless 
believed  that  they  were  promoting  the  publie. 
good  in  passiag  the  compensation  law  of  last  ses- 
sion. They  expected,  if  not  the  gratitude,  at 
least  the  support  of  the  people.  Such,  I  know, 
were  the  feelings  of  many  i^entlemen  who  sup* 
ported  it.  In  this  expecution  they  have  been 
disappointed.  It  remains  for  them  to  decide 
whether  they  will  now  commence  a  contest 
a^inst,  or  fulfill  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  people.  The 
citiaens  of  tbe  country  are  iu  owners  aad  aover* 
eigne— we  are  only  their  stewards.  They  have 
disapproved  of  the  law.  Is  it  not  more  honorable 
to  us,  and  more  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
this  Government,  to  obey  their  will,  when  clearly 
expressed,  than  to  persevere  ia  a  course  whkii 
has  met  their  decided  condemnation  1    * 

Among  my  regrets,  ooeasioaed  by  the  passage 
of  tbe  compensation  law  of  last  session,  it  waa 
not  the  least,  that  the  motives  of  bonombie  nem* 
hers  who  voted  for  it  would  be  liaUe  to  unjust 
imputations.  Subsequent  evenu  have  too  fully 
proved  the  correctness  of  that  anticipation.  Some 
of  our  ablest  and  beat  men  have  lost  the  eonfi* 
dence  of  their  constituents,  aad  been  driven  from 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  consequence  of  one 
erffor.  Let  us  correct  it  without  delay.  Let  ua 
remove  from  the  statute  book  this  cause  of  publie 
dissatisfaction;  and  let  all  remember  that  it  ia 
unworthy  the  exalted  character  of  American  oiti- 
zena  to  pursue  with  unrelenting  aevecity  their 
faithful  aervanta  for  one  error  of  judgment.  Let 
miatakea  on  both  sidea  be  forgotten  and  forgiven, 
that  harmony  and  oonidenoe  may  be  reatorea 
between  the  people  and  thdr  repreaentaxives. 

I  voted  ai^inst  the  comnenaation  law  of  laet 
aeasion,  because,  in  my  judgment,  it  waa  unne- 
cessary aad  inexpedient.  My  .opinion  reasaiiM 
unchanged.  I  shall  now  vote  to  repeal  it,  and  to 
fix  the  pay  of  membeis  of  Congress  at  the  old 
price  ofsix  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  Wii,nn  aaid,  he  never  thought  of  that  House 
without  com|»aring  it  in  bis  own  mind  to  a  vase, 
grand,  magnificent,  political  amphitheatre,  on 
which  were  exhibited  specimens  of  inielleeinal 
j^ladiatorship,  infiniteljr  more  wonderful,  quite  aa 
interesting,  and  sometimes  scarcely  less  dangerw 
oua,  (be  would  not  say  cruel,)  than  those  that 
contributed  to  the  amusement  of  ancient  Rome^ 
or  Tather-*-for  he  wished  to  make  ne  eomparisett 
which  should  not  be  expressive  of  his  high  respect 
for  that  body,  and  for  every  member  of  it— to  a 
gay  and  gallant  tonrnameat,  where  the  ^  keen 
encounter  of  wau''  was  substituted  for  that  of 
weapons ;  where  sarcasm  and  ridicule  were  the 
sword  and  the  lanoe.  authority  and  argument  the 
casque  and  the  shield. 

Thinking  thus,  it  was  not  for  him,  he  said,  all 
unskilful  as  he  was  in  such  contests,  and  in  cem- 

Earison  with  able  and  honorable  gentleaaen  whom 
e  saw  around  him,  scarcely  entitled  to  knightly 
privileges^  it  was  not  for  him  to  deseend  into  the. 
arena  or  to  enter  into  the  lists  for  the  purpose  of 
combatting  their  arguments,  or  running  a  lilt 
against  th&r  opiniona.   There  woeld  be  no  equal 
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ity  in  soeb  «  coiiteft.  They  would  come  MiiDst 
hini)  elad  io  all  the  panoply  of  inteileccoai  war- 
fare, whilst  he  had  no  other  weapons  than  those 
which  nature  furnished ;  and  so  hamble  had  been 
Uie  current  of  his  life,  as  scarcely  to  have  pol«- 
ished  the  pebble  that  must  be  fitted  to  his  hand. 
He  meant  no  vain-glorious  allusion ;  he  begged 
leave  to  disclaim  it.  He  was  not  conscious,  nn* 
til  he  had  uttered  them,  that  his  words  would 
bear  any  such  construction  ;  and  he  was  sensible 
that  there  was  no  more  similarity  between  himself 
and  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  might  be  sup* 
posed  he  had  referred,  than  there  was  between 
any  honorable  gentleman  on  whom  his  eye  might 
accidentally  have  rested  at  the  moment  and  the 
other.  Ctentlemen  would  ha?e  another  advan* 
tase  over  him.  They  were  trained  to  the  forms  of 
derate ;  with  all  its  refinements  they  were  per- 
fectly acquainted.  Language  was  with  them  a 
weapon  of  the  keenest  edge,  the  finest  temper,  the 
highest  polish,  and  wielded  with  the  most  admi- 
rable dexteritjr.  But  its  brilliancy  was  so  often 
flashed  upon  the  eye.  that  sometimes,  when  it  was 
only  meant  to  diozle,  we  become  apprehensive 
lest  it  was  intended  to  wound. 

It  was  not  without  reluctance  he  had  exposed 
himself,  defenceless,  in  front  of  a  force  so  formi- 
dable. He  had  determined  to  do  as  he  had  done 
at  the  last  session  i  he  then  expressed  his  opinion 
only  by  his  vote,  and  nothing  which  had  since 
occurred  out  of  that  House  would  have  induced 
him  to  express  his  opinion  otherwise  now.  But 
a  reference  had  been  made  to  the  public  opinion 
of  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to  the 
recent  election  there,  as  furnishing  exclusive 
evidence  that  this  opinion  was  decisively  against 
any  increase  whatever  of  the  remuneration  of 
members  of  the  National  Legislature.  This  ref- 
erence had  called  him  up.  He  begged  leave  to 
correct  an  inference  which  he  had  considered  as 
a  reflection,  not  only  upon  the  liberality,  but  on 
the  good  sense  of  that  State,  and  which,  so  far  as 
he  was  informed,  he  believed  to  be  erroneous.  He 
did  not  believe  the  public  opinion  there— and  by 
this  he  meant  the  calm,  deliberate  opinion  of  rea- 
seaable  men,  which,  if  not  now  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  (and  he  was  by  no  means  certain  that 
it  was  not,)  would  very  soon  become  so ; — he  did 
not  think  that  this  opinion  was  opposed  to  a  rea- 
sonable addition  to  the  sum  formerly  allowed  to 
members  of  Congress,  if  made  in  the  shape  of  a 
daily  compensation.  Ualess  he  was  gronly  de- 
ceived, f  and  he  had  no  reason  to  think  he  was  so,) 
two  at  least  of  the  gentlemen  then  elected,  (and 
he  was  happy  to  state  it,  to  their  honor,)  so  far 
from  objecting  to  an  increase  of  the  former  daily 
allowance,  would  vote  for  it,  if  called  upon. 
Others,  perhaps,  might  do  the  same.  He  did  not 
say  they  would  not. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  formerly  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  recently  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  Sute  to  the  other,  would  (unless 
be  had  been  misinformed)  most  probably  vote  for 
an  increase  also.  He  had  not  conversed  with  any 
respectable  and  intelligent  man  in  the  State  who 
wished  to  limit  the  members  of  this  House  to  a 


suo|  wbich  they  found  inadequate  to  their  deeeat 
support,  and  which  was  universally  admitted  to 
be  much  less  in  value  than  when  origioaliy  fixed, 
twenty  years  a^o.  With  these  facts  before  hb 
eyes,  Mr.  W.  said,  hp  could  not  at  present  be  per- 
suaded that  the  inference  wbich  was  attempted 
to  be  drawn  from  the  result  of  the  election  there 
was  well  founded. 

So  far  as  it  regarded  himself,  that  result  wis 
produced  by  eom|Mieated  causes.  Independent  of 
those  which  it  was  apparent  to  the  House  most 
always  operate  against  him,  there  were  others 
that  had  contributed  to  his  rejection.  Amoag 
these,  was  the  .part  he  had  the  honor  to  take— he 
should  always  consider  it  an  honor— in  a  late 
memorable  contest  in  that  Sute,  in  favor  of  what 
he  considered  political  honesty  and  judicial  inde* 
pendence.  In  his  course  on  that  occasion  he  had 
coincided  with— -he  could  not  say  he  had  imiuied, 
for  he  had  not  followed— that  of  an  hooorable  sen- 
tleman  whose  talents  formerly  commanded  re- 
spect, even  in  that  House,  and  who  more  reeentlf , 
during  a' very  trying  period,  adounistered  the 
government  of  the  State  in  question.  He  would 
not  attempt  to  speak  of  that  gentleman  as  pos- 
terity would  speak  of  him;  but,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  he  never  could  regret  any  act 
of  his  public  life  which  was  sanctioned  by  such 
illustrious  authority. 

Mr.  W.'s  conduct  in  relation  to  that  question, 
however,  was  such  as  It  was  the  pleasure  of  many 
of  his  constituents,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  dis- 
approve; and  they  had  manifest^  their  displea- 
sure, as  they  had  a  right  to  do,  by  their  votes. 
He  would  not  pursue  the  subject  further.  He 
meant  to  give  the  House  a  clue  to  this  matter; 
but  he  was  not  born  to  be  his  own  historian,  even 
if  hb  historv  were  as  important  as  it  eeruinly 
would  be  otherwise,  and  still  less  to  pronoonee 
anything  that  should  look  like  euio^or  egotism. 

It  was  very  true,  that  distorted  images  of  the 
act  of  last  session,  and  the  foulest  and  most  ma- 
lignant imputations  on  the  motives  of  those  who 
voted  for  and  those  who  voted  agaihst  it  were  there, 
as  they  were  elsewhere,  employed  as  the  means 
of  gratifying  personal  enmity  and  ill-judged  am- 
bition. But  It  was  very  far  from  bein?  true,  that 
these  were  the  only  means  used :  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  success  of  these,  so  far  as  they  were 
soceesNful,  was  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
indifference  of  those  against  whom  they  were 
directed.  Their  carelessness,  their  sopineness,  if 
described,  might  seem  wonderful  to  such  as  lived 
only  on  the  smiles  of  a  Sovereign— a  situation  to 
which  he  would  never  suffer  himself  to  be  reduced, 
even  though  that  Sovereign  should  be  the  peo- 
ple ^-but  It  would  not  be  in  the  least  astonishiog 
to  others,  who  felt  that  honor  is  not  derived  from 
office  or  from  power,  but  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  acquired  and  employed.  What 
he  had  proposed  to  himself  through  life,  wis  the 
pursuit  of  honorable  ends  by  hooorable  means, 
and  by  no  other  means  than  such  as  were  strictly 
honorable.  Honest  ambition,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
like  the  eagle,  soars  upward  to  the  sky,  gazing 
undanled  at  the  most  ^orioua  object,  whilst  po- 
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litical  tnuigue  barrowB  downward  io  the  etrth, 
And,  workiog  crookedly  io  the  dark, 

M  Toib  mnefa  to  earn  a  mooumental  pile, 
**  That  may  lecoid  the  miKhicf  it  has  dono." 

He  had,  therefore,  ne?er  thought,  and  hoped 


bat  throogh  the  post  office,  the  objeet  of  which 
was  to  obuin  eertaia  pledges  on  the  sobject  of 
the  very  law  in  question,  which  pledges  be  did 
himself  the  honor  not  to  give*  The  committee 
had  not  seen  fit  to  publish  that  answer,  for  which 
I  he  was  much  obliged  to  them,  since  it  was  cer- 


be  should  never  think,  a  seat  on  that  floor  so  de- 1  tainly  a  very  indi&rent  eompotition. 


sirable ;  althoagh  he  protested  that,  to  his  mind, 
not  only  was  there  no  office  on  earth  more  desir- 
able, but  that  no  man  on  earth  estimated  it  higher 
than  he  did ;  vet  be  never  thought  a  seat  so  de- 
sirable as  to  be  procured,  at  alf  events,  by  the 
means  which  might  sometimes  be  necessarv  to 
obtain  it.    The  noblest  gift  ought  not  to  be  held 
by  the  basest  tenure;  and  whenever  it  becaine 
requisite  for  a  Representative  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  secure  a  re-election,  after  passing  five 
months  of  ceaseless  occufMttion  and  discomfort ; 
instead  of  returning  to  his  domestic  duties  and 
enjoyments;  to  the  care  of  his  aflairs, certainly 
not  improved  by  his  absence;  to  the  soctetv  of 
his  friends  and  to  the  study  of  that  sound  politi- 
cal philosophy  which  he  is  here  called  upon  to 
practise ; — whenever  it  became  necessary,  instead 
of  doing  this,  to  course  through  the  country  in 
pursuit  of  votes ;  to  fawn  and  creep,  and  wrigffle 
into  favor,  and  to  insure  temporary  caresses  oy 
deserving  permanent  contempt,  he,  (or  one,  most 
he  contented  to  forego  them.    He  intended  no 
disrespect  for  the  people— far  from  it.    All  he 
meant  to  say  was  thitf,  that  whoever  or  whatever 
is  sovereign  in  any  country,  will  always  find 
enough  to  flatter  and  corrupt;  but  for  the  same 
reason,  that  if  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  monarchy,  or  the  slave  of  a  despo- 
iisfu,  he  would  never  minister  to  the  vices  or  the 
follies  of  the  king,  or  the  emperor,  or  the  auto- 
crat,— for  the  same  reason,  as  the  citizen  of  a 
Republic,  he  would  never  be  the  sycophant  of 
the  people.    Others,  if  thejf  pleased,  might  sing 
to  them  the  song  which  entices  to  destroy ;  others 
bold  the  cup  that  intoxicates  to  embrute. 

In  relation  to  a  question  which  had  been  start- 
ed, connected  with  this  part  of  the  subiect,  he 
concurred-— he  could  do  no  more*-with  tne  hon- 
orable gentleman  from    South   Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhocn.)  who  had  uttered  some  sentiments 
worthy  of  the  best  men  in  the  best  times,  of  any 
country  in  the  world :  and  he  desired  not  to  be 
considered  as  thus  expressing  himself  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  and  at  a  season  when  he  had 
nothing  to  lose  or  to  fear.    Those  who  knew  him, 
knew  that  such  opinions  had  grown  up  with  him 
from  his  boy  boon,  and  become  part  of  his  char- 
acter.   He  had  had  occasion  to  act  upon  them 
very  recently  more  than  once ;  and  if  they  were 
political  heresies,  he  was  ready  for  their  sake,  to 
•ufier  any  and  every  species  of  political  martyr- 
dom.  • 

These  notions  he  had  freely  and  frequently 
avowed  before  the  late  election ;  they  were  con- 
tained in  an  answer  which  he  had  written  to  a 
corresponding  committee,  who  did  him  the  honor, 
pursuant  to  a  meeting  and  some  resolutions,  to 
address  a  letter  to  him,  not  through  the  newspa- 
P^s,  or  he  certainly  should  not  have  replied  to  it^ 


For  once,  however,  the  meeting  and  the  reso* 
lotions,  and  the  correspondence,  wnieh,  no  donbt, 
like  several  others,  were  designed  to  be  the  step* 
ping  stone  of  many  a  gentleman's  laudable  am* 
bition,  did  not  answer  the  parpoce— for  he  had 
understood  that  the  county  had  net  thought  pee- 
per to  elect  to  the  State  Senate  one  of  the  patri- 
otic  members  of  that  committee,  who  was  will- 
ing to  have  been  so  bonofed ;  and  on  the  Con- 
gressional poll  of  that  county,  Mr.  W.  bad  been 
informed  hia  own  name  stood  either  fiiat  or  sec- 
ond, he  did  not  recollect  which. 

Mr.  W.  begged  pardon  for  the  digremioa.  He 
had  wished  to  exhibit  a  trait— an  honomble  one^ 
he  thought  it,  in  the  character  of  the  people 
whom  he  represented.  He  would  dismiss  the 
subject  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  election,  which 
it  had  pleased  gentlemen  to  allude  to,  by  merely 
remarking,  that  though  well  assured  of  the  event 
for  some  time  previous,  he  bad  aol  deemed  it  ad- 
viseable  either  to  withdraw  or  to  resign.  He 
had  preferred  encountering  hia  trial,  fMirforming 
his  duty  to  the  last,  and  then  submitting  to  the 
sentence  that  was  passed  upon  him.    And  he  had 

K referred  it  on  the  same  grounds  that  he  woold 
ave  preferred,  could  he  have  been  worthy  of  the 
choice — the  punishment  of  ostracism  to  volon- 
tary  banishment. 

The  misfortune  of  being  removed  from  public 
employment,  if,  indeed,  as,  his  friend  and  oA* 
league  (Mr.  Fobbttb)  had  remarked,  it  could  be 
considered  as  a  misfortune,  was  one  whick  had 
ho  power  over  him; 

Ue  had  felt  and  contemplated  it  until  it  was 
familiar ;  and  he  could  not  believe  that  any  man 
was  entirely  prepared  to  commence  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  who  was  not  perfectly 
I  prepared  to  end  it  without  a  murmur,  whenever, 
and  in  whatever  wav  it  might  be  n^e«sary— poe* 
sibly  in  exile,  probably  in  disgraee,  and  certainly 
in  obscurity. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Wh  if  any  one  were  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  tne  Conatittttion,  going  to  pro- 
hibit every  loan  who  was  not  possessed  of  pro* 
Serty  to  the  value  of  thirty  or  fortr  thousand 
oUars  from  holding  a  seat  here,  would  it  not  be 
received  with  universal  indigiMtion  in  tnis  Honae 
and  out  of  it?  Sir,  it  would;  we  all  know  it 
would.  And  jti^  if  we  fix  the  remunemtiqpi  of 
legislative  services  so  low  that  none  but  men  of 
fortune  can  afford  to  perform  them,  is  it  not  pre- 
cisely the  same  thins  ?  What  was  the  essential 
difference,  he  begged  leave  to  ask,  between  say- 
ing in  the  Constitution,  that  no  man  who  is  not 
possessed  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a 
Kepre^entative — and  saying^  bylaw,  that  no  Rep- 
resentative who  has  not  thirty  thousand  dollaif, 
or  the  income  arising  from  thirty  thousand  dol« 
lars  in  his  pocket,  shall  be  able  to  continue  in  the 
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senriee  of  the  pobKe  f  The  one  -was  a  direct  and 
positire-^the  other  an  indireet  and  Tirtoal  prohi- 
Diticm )  but  the  effect  of  both  was  the  same.  It 
was  to  lessen  the  nomber  of  eitixeiis  among  whom 
a  choice  ooold  be  made,  it  wa^  to  superadd  an- 
other qualification,  not  heretofore  known  to  oar 
Constitation'— the  qaalifieation  of  wealth.  It  was 
to  say  to  the  people  *'you  shsll  not  choose  a  poor 
man,  or  a  man  in  moderate  circamstances,  to  rep- 
resent yon :"  and  to  say  to  sach  men,  *'  Whaterer 
may  be  your  talents;  or  your  virtues,  you  shall 
not  come  h^re-— at  least,  you  shall  not  stay  here, 
without  ruin  to  yourselves  and  to  vour  families*'- 
Iffr.  W.  was  not  prepared  to  sa^  that ;  atid,  least 
of  all,  was  he  prepared  to  say  it  by  law.  If  we 
were  to  adopt  a  system  of  prohibitions  to  encour- 
age the  manufacture  of  such  men  into  Repre- 
sentatives, and  ail  kinds  of  prohibitions  and  man- 
ufactures seemed  to  be  the  favorites  of  the  day — 
he  did  not  say  we  were  to  do  so— tet  if  we  were, 
if  the  Government  was  to  bold  out  air  the  honors 
of  the  country  as  bounties  to  those  citizens  who 
cMNild  enrich  themselves  the  fastest,  no  matter 
how,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  bounty 
and  the  prohibition  should  be  found  in  the  Con- 
ttitutioD,  that  all  might  see  and  understand  it. 

Had  it  originally  been  found  there,  it  might 
have  produced  at  least  one  good  effect*— Ae  would 
sever  have  had  an  opportunity  of  troubling  the 
House  on  this  or  any  other  occasion,  and  many 
▼ery  good  men  among  bis  constituents,  who* 
dottbtra  whether  he  was  quite  rich  enough  to  be 
worthy  of  a  seajt  there,  would  never  have  sij^ered 
any  such  perplexity.  But  though  in  his  own 
case  a  prohibition  of  that  sort  mi^bt  have  been 
beneficial,  he  was  not  inclined  to  infer  it  would, 
therefore,  be  beneficial  in  every  other.  In  that 
respect,  he  ari^ued  somewhat  differently  from 
those  who,  finding  prohibitions  profitable  to  them- 
selves, very  rationally  and  naturally  concluded 
that  they  must  be  profitable  to  everybody  else. 
He  did  not  think  so.  He  thought  he  saw  around 
him  abundant  proofs  that  such  a  system  of  ex- 
elusion  would  be  very  unprofitable  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  The  direct  tendency,  najr  the  im- 
mediate effect, -of  not  allowing  a  sufficient  sum 
to  the  members  of  the  legislative  body,  was  to 
enforce  such  an  exclusion.    It  was,  in  some  de* 

{^ree,  to  midte  the  possessors  of  wealth  a  privl- 
eged  order }  and  he  had,  therefore,  voted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  filling  the  first  blank 
with  ten  dollars,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
travelling  expenses  would  remain  at  six.  He 
had  votM  subsequently  for  nine,  and  for  eight. 
He  should  do  so  again  in  the  House.  He  would 
vote  for  any  reasonable  daily  compensation  which 
should  commence  with  the  next  session ;  and  if 
he  could  not  obtain  it  otherwise,  he  should  vote 
for  it  to  commence  with  thi^;  though  for  his  own 
part  he  should  prefer  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  present  session  upon  such  terms  as  would 
prove  decisively  the  total  absence  of  every  selfish 
motive,  and  the  complete  indifference,  he  had 
nearly  said  contempt,  with  which  gentlemen 
viewed  the  whole  subject  when  regarded  merely 
in  the  light  of  pecuniary  interest* 


He  wished  to  see  the  present  act  repealed  ht 
the  same  reasons,  and  for  no  other  ressoiks,  (ai 
his  colleague  had  already  said,)  that  ke  ^d  ori- 
ginally voted  against  ic  But  he  did  Bor  wish  to 
see  it  repealed  at  the  end  of  the  sesslott,  mad  noth- 
ing sutetituted. 

Re  had  no  desire  to  have  this  matter  agitated 
again.  It  ought  now  to  be  settled  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  at  least  as  permanent  as  they  could 
make  it.  And  thus  would  have  done  everything 
in  their  power  to  effect  this  by  fixinc  on  a  liberal 
sum  to  be  paid  in  the  old  mode.  There,  proba- 
bly, the  succeeding  Congress  would  he  wiluog  to 
let  the  matter  rest ;  at  least  we  should  deprive 
them  of  one  pretence  Jot  disturbing  it ;  and,  if 
any  evil  had  been  done  by  the  passage  of  the  last 
act.  some  good  might  thus  be  extracted  from  that 
evil.  For  himself^he  had  always  acknowledged 
his  conviction  that  the  former  compensation  was 
inadequate,  and  he  looked  with  fearful  anxiety 
to  the  operation  of  any  cause  which  would  bring 
into  that  House  two  descriptious  of  men  a/ready 
often  alluded  to,  the  wealthy  and  ambitioirs  in- 
triguer, able  to  corrupt,  and  the  needy  and  venal 
demagogue,  willing  to  be  corrupted.  Of  that 
House  be  feared  it  might  be  said  in  the  words  of 
Claud  iao — 


«*  A  frcnU  rtuimU  i 


n 


Yes  sir,  they  were  receding,  thev  had  receded 
from  the  front  of  empire.  That  House,  formerly 
the  favorite  of  the  American  nation,  the  first  and 
most  important  branch  of  the  Qovernment — the 
immediate  image  of  the  people — had  been  loeiuf 
and  continued  to  lose,  certainly  by  no  fault  of 
theirs,  but  by  the  working  of  causes  not  for  him 
to  develope.  that  rank  and  power  in  the  Republic 
originally  belonging  to  tbemi  and  which  otben 
at  their  expense  had Ibeen  aeeredf  acquiring^.  He 
would  not  say  the  degradation  has  been  inten- 
tional or  systematic.  Bat  be  would  say,  that  if 
the  attempt  which  was  now  making  proved  suc- 
cessful—if the  people  vrere  brought  to  join  in 
the  abasement  of  tneir  Represenutives  and  to 
direct  their  affection  and  confidence  only  to  the 
Executive,  this  Government  was  no  longer  what 
those  who  made  it  intended  it  should  be.  Tea 
may  call  it  what  you  please,  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  tell  you  what  it  is. 

Bir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  did  say  this  House  was  de- 
graded. Look  at  the  actual  state  of  things  for 
years  past,  do  you  not  see  that  a  seat  in  this  Hoose, 
the  only  office  in  the  Immediate  gift  of  the  people, 
employing  and  requiring  the  highest  powers,  the 
noblest  faculties  of  man,  is  placed  upon  a  level 
with,  nay^  it  is  placed  below  some  tnousand  of 
mere  ministerial  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Exeea- 
tive,  which  demand  little  more  than  common 
honesty  and  "a  knowledge  of  accounts  1  Had 
they  not  seen  honorable  gentlemen  going  oat  of 
that  House  to  accept,  not  foreign  missions,  not 
seats  in  the  Cabinet,  ot*  on  the  bench,  not  any  of 
tbe  high  and  responsible  officers  in  the  Govern- 
ment, not  even  to  be  accountants  and  auditors, 
and  comptrollers,  but  to  take  clerkships,  collector- 
ships,  postmastershlps  and  Indian  agencies  ?    To 
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become  commfssionefs  of  loans,  or  eotleetort  of 
he  customs  or  of  the  direct  tax,  to  be  be  gaugers 
ind  tide  waiters,  and  excisemen— scribes  and 
)QbIican8  ? 

He  meant  no  personal  ailasions,  he  spoke  not 
if  individoals,  for  about  them  he  knew  nothing, 
nd  cared  nothing.  Solitary  eases  were  of  no 
onsequence  as  argoments,  and  it  was  only  the 
:eneral  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  that  made 
t  worth  mentioning. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  spoke  not  from  guess,  but  from 
he  information  of  official  docaments  when  he 
aid  that  considerably  upwards  of  fire— nearlv  if 
lot  quite  six  thousand  officers  were  employea  by 
his  Qovernment,  and  of  these  at  least  one  thou- 
eind  to  twelve  hundred^  how  many  more  he 
rould  not  pretend  to  say,  received  each  in  salary, 
ay,  emoluments  or  compensation  of  one  sort  or 
ther — he  meant  fairly  and  regularly — as  much, 
nd  most  of  them  more  than  the  members  o{  this 
louse  previous  to  the  last  session.  What  then 
vas  the  fact  ?  The  President  and  Senate  have 
Q  their  gift  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  offices, 
ach  of  which  equals,  and  most  of  which  very  far 
xceeds  in  mere  pecuniary  value  a  seat  in  that 
louse,  the  only  office  in  the  immediate  ^[i  of 
he  p»eople.  What  is  the  consequence?  Why, 
ertainly,  that  whenever  the  compensation  of  the 
egislative  body  was  so  low  as  to  be  barely  ade- 
[uate  to  the  support  of  a  gentleman,  and  entirely 
nadequate  to  the  support  of  himself  and  family  at 
be  Seat  of  Government,  the  President  and  Sen- 
tte  would  have  it  in  their  power,  and  one  day  or 
ther  might,  he  did  not  say  they  would,  have  it 
n  their  inclination,  to  acquire  a  sinister  influence 
)ver  the  deliberations  of  the  Representatives  of 
he  people ;  and  the  materials  of  wnich  that  House 
rould  be  composed  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
Qust  be  just  such  as  would  be  fittest  for  their 
torpose.  Place  it  on  the  very  best  footing  you 
an,  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of 
he  compensation,  honest  independent  men  in 
Diddling  circumstances  will  come  here  from  pa- 
riotism  and  the  love  of  distinction.  It  is  evident 
hey  cannot  remain  here  long  enough  to  acquire 
experience  in  public  affairs  without  exhausting 
heir  private  fortune.  And  when  that  is  gone, 
arhatever  might  be  their  original  character,  they 
jf\\\  be  driven  by  necessity  to  become  dependants 
m  Executive  bounty,  placemen,  and  pensioners 
ind  sinecurists.  Your  public  offices  will  be  con- 
rerted  into  hospitals  for  decayed  statesmen,  the 
distribution  of  jobs  iind  contracts  among  the 
cnembers  of  both  Houses  will  be  connived  at, 
everything  will  gradually  become  venal,  and  in 
the  endyour  Constitution  will  be  subverted. 

Mr.  w.  begged  leave  to  sav  a  word  about  com- 
parative compensation.  He  nad  made  some  notes 
and  calculations  on  that  point.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  alarmed  at  their  length,  he 
had  no  intention  of  giving  them  anything  like 
the  trouble  he  had  taken  himself.  He  meant 
only  to  state  a  few  striking  facts.  Hi^  compari- 
son would  not  be  of  the  emolument  of  a  member 
of  that  House  with  those  of  any  of  the  gf^t  offi- 
cers*, the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury, 


of  the  War,  and  Navy  Departments;  the  foreign 
Ministers,  Judges,  and  Attorney  Gkoeral— most 
of  whom  he  apprehended  were  compelled  to  ex- 
pend rather  more  than  thev  received  ;  nor  even 
with  those  of  the  Comptrollers,  Auditors,  Regis- 
ters, Treasurers,  Accountants.  Superintendents, 
and  Commissioners ;  but  with  those  of  the  yet 
more  subordinates  officers  of  the  Government, 
whose  existence — he  spoke  of  them  as  officers, 
not  as  men— -whose  existence  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  this  country  scarcely  rememberad. 
He  begged  permission  to  refer  to  a  list  of  some  of 
them. 

For  example,  the  collector  of  the  direct  tax  for 
the  second  district  of  New  York,  received  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  teu^  dollars.  For  the 
first  district  in  Pennsylvania,  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven ;  for  the  fourth 
district  in  Maryland,  six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifteen ;  for  the  eleventh  district  in  Massa- 
chusetts, six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
one;  for  the  sixth  district  in  Pennsylvania,  five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four.  From 
these  sums,  it  was  true,  whatever  was  paid  for 
clerk  hire  must  be  deducted ;  which  unless,  in- 
deed, it  was  very  great,  would  still  leave  no  in- 
considerable amount  behind .  He  would  mentioa 
some  others,  however,  which  he  understood  were 
not  liable  to  any  such  drawback.  Such  as  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  five  thousand  i 
of  New  York  five  thousand ;  of  Philadelphia,  five, 
thousand;  of  Norfolk,  five  thousand;  of  Sav- 
annah, five  thousand ;  of  NewOrleane,  five  thou- 
sand ;  at  Charleston  and  Baltimore  he  presumed 
they  could  not  receive  less,  but  of  this  he  had  no 
certain  information.  To  these  he  micht  add  the 
commissioner  under  the  4th  article  of^i  he  Treaty 
of  Qbent,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
four;  agent  under  the  same,  three  thousand: 
eommiseiooer  under  the  5th  article,  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-four;  commissioner  under 
the  6th  and  7th  articles,  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four:  agent  under  the  same,  three 
thousand ;  naval  officer  of  Boston,  three  thousand 
five  hundred;  of  Philadelphia,  three  thousand 
five  hundred;  of  Norfolk,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  ;  the  naval  officer  at  New  York,  it  must 
be  supposed  receives  the  same ;  the  surveyor  of 
Boston,  three  thousand ;  of  New  York,  three  tbon- 
saod ;  of  Philadelphia,three  thousand ;  of  Norfolk, 
three  thousand.  The  postmasters,  at  Albany,^ 
two  thousand ;  at  Baltimore,  two  thousand ;  at 
BostoOftwo  thousand ;  at  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty ;  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four;  at  New  Orleans,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty ;  at  Norfolk,  two 
thousand  and  seven ;  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-five;  ai  Philadel- 
phia, two  thousand ;  at  Pittsburg,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  ;  at  Providence,  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine;  at  Richmond, 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight;  at 
Savannah,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixp 
teen;  at  Washington  City,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seven  dollars. 
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Mr.  W.  did  not  wish  to  be  aaderstood  m  ex- 
cepting to  the  salaries  of  these  officers,  or  anv  of 
them.  He  had  no  doubt  they  thought' them  low 
enough,  aod  he  dared  say  they  might  very  well 
deserve  them ;  on  that  point  he  did  not  intend 
to  express  any  opinion.  They  were  all  he  pre- 
sumed very  respectable  men,  and  to  many  among 
them,  most  probabiV;  the  country  or  the  Qovern- 
ment  owed  great  obligations.  Some  few  of  them, 
however,  unless  his  rifcollection  deceived  him, 
appeared  to  have  no  objection  to  pluralities. 

Would  any  one,  asked  Mr.  W.,  after  running 
bis  eye  over  that  list,  pretend  to  compare  those 
offices,  either  as  to  their  importance  or  as  to  the 
abilities  they  required,  with  a  seat  on  that  flodr 
and  the  qualifications  of  such  a  man  as  ought  to 
fill  it  ?  Yet  the  average  compensation  of  a  mem- 
ber of  that  House,  under  the  old  law  was  about 
!  1,140,  and  the  average  time  of  hi«  absence  from 
ome  about  half  the  year.  Why,  according  to 
that  Liw,  said  Mr.  W.,  you  did  not  pav  him  for 
the  time  he  was  actually  employed  on  the  public 
business,  at  the  same  rate,  per  day,  that  you  paid 
a  nnval  officer  or  surveyor  of  the  ports  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Norfolk.  But,  then, 
there  was  the  honor — true;  and  had  the  Senate 
mrd  House  of  Representatives  a  monopoly  of 
honors?  Were  there  none  out  of  the  General 
Gbvernment?  If  honors  were  the  objects  of  a 
gentlemen's  pursuit,  could  he  not  find  them  more 
readily  in  the  State  governments  than  in  that 
House?  To  many  it  was  as  much  or  more  an 
object  of  ambition  to  be  among  the  first  men  in 
a  State,  than  among  the  second  in  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  it  undoubtedly  was  easier  and 
required  fewer  sacrifices.  They  might  rest  as- 
sured, therefore,  that  when  gentlemen  could  cer- 
tainly unite  honor  and  profit  at  home,  very  few 
would  come  there  to  seek  it  at  a  certain  loss  of 
money,  a  very  tmcertain  gain  in  reputation ;  and 
of  those  who  did,  most  would  be  such  as  set  no 
value  on  money,  because  they  had  too  much  of 
it ;  others  he  feared  would  come^  but  from  very 
different  motives,  who  would  set  no  value  on 
honor,  for  a  very  different  reason. 

As  to  the  State  Legislatures  undertaking  to 
instruct  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  it 
was,  said  Mr.  W.,  a  flagrant  usurpation;  they 
had  no  Constitutional  authority  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind;  it  was  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  whole 
theory  of  our  Qovernment.  He  could  not  permit 
himself  to  discuss  so  unfounded  a  pretension^  aod 
one  which  had  already  been  so  amply  refuted. 
But  he  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  instructions  on 
that  subject,  particularly,  came  with  a  very  bad 
grace  from  State  Legislatures  who  had  once 
raised  their  own  pay  Irom  fifty  to  one  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  some  of  them  more  than  once 
since  the  year  1789.  If  the  very  patriotic,  and 
enlightened,  and  distinguished  gentlemen,  who 
are  usually  at  the  head  of  such  affairs  in  those 
bodies,  bad  allowed  themselves  to  think,  they 
must  have  perceived  that  if  there  was  any  pro- 
priety in  admonishing  us  to  refund  and  reform, 
there  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  setting  us  the 
example. 


Some  such  instmctioos,  he  had  never  seen 
them,  had  been  moved  he  understood  in  the  Le|^ 
lature  of  the  State  to  which  he  belonged.  He  saii 
belonged,  for,  by  making  him  in  everjr  respect 
what  he  was,  she  had  acquired  a  kind  of  political 
properly  in  him,  and  however  she  ofiight  exercise 
that  ownership,  no  murmur  would  ever  pass  his 
lips.  Some  such  instructions,  he  said,  bad  been 
moved  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  but  he 
was  proud  to  learn  such  counterfeits  were  not 
more  countenanced  there,  than  in  Virginia.  They 
had  passed  current  indeed,  while  they  were  new. 
with  the  House  of  Representatives,  bat  the  wasH 
was  worn  off  before  they  reached  the  Senate,  and 
there  the  further  circulation  of  the  base  metal  was 
frustrated. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  touch  on  only  one  topic 
more,  and  that  but  slightly,  because  his  coileagne 
(Mr.  FoasTTB)  had  already  put  it  on  the  right 
looting. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  minority  on  the  act  of 
last  session,  had  been  blamed  becaose  thty  had 
not  set  themselves  up  for  political  Jaasenists,  Pa* 
ritans  or  Pharisees,  thanking  Qod  they  were  not 
as  other  men  were.  Because  they  had  not  at- 
tempted, by  refusing  the  compensation  which  that 
act  provided,  to  impute  to  the  majority,  who 
passed  it,  motives  of^  corruption,  in  whose  exist- 
ence the  minority  themselves  did  not  believe. 

To  be  blamed  for  such  conduct,  was  more 
grateful  to  his  mind  than  to  be  praised  for  the 
reverse.  In  saying  this,  he  protested  against  the 
supposition  that  he  was  saying  anything  which 
could  be,  in  the  slightest  degree,  unpleasant  to  an 
honorable  gentleman  whose  absence  and  the 
cause  of  that  absence  had  excited  sentiments  of 
regret  and  sympathy,  equally  creditable  to  him  and 
to  that  House.  For  that  geotleman  he  had  never 
entertained  any  other  sentimeots  than  chose  of  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  and  however  the  ex- 
pression ot  those  sentiments  might  appear  to 
others,  he  would  not  regard  it  as  a  mere  parlia- 
meotary  compliment. 

But  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  the  par- 
ticular occasion  alluded  to,  had,  he  always  un- 
derstood, been  the  result  of  the  peculiar  circam- 
stances  in  which  he  found  himself  placed.  His 
situation  being  dissimilar  from  that  of  others,  he 
had  acted  differently,  but  as  this  difference  of  ac- 
tion had  grown  out  of  peculiarity  of  situation, 
there  could  be  no  more  reason  for  making  his 
conduct  the  standard  by  which  that  of  others 
should  be  judged,  than  there  was  to  make  theirs 
the  standard  lur  the  judgment  of  his.  He  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  such  intention.  He  was 
glad  to  perceive  by  the  signs  of  dissent  exhibited 
ttiai  there  was  not.  He  did  not  think  it  became 
any  oue,  except  in  a  very  peculiar  situation  indeec^ 
to  set  up  his  private  judgment  in  oppositioo  to 
the  laws  of  the  country,  fairly  and  consiitaiion- 
ally  passed^  with  perfect  integrity  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  who  passed  them^  and  such  he 
looked  upon  the  law  in  question.  It  would  have 
been  particularly  indefinite  and  unjust  in  him  to 
have  done  so,  while  feeling  that  the  former  com- 
pensation was  entirely  inadequate  and  believing 
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tbat  the  one  adopted,  tbongli  objectionaUe  on 
other  aceoants,  was  certainly  not  more  than  a 
reasonable  indemnity  for  expenses  incurred. 

He  bad  ne?er  regretted  bis  con d net  in  relation 
to  tbat  question,  and  conld  be  bare  foreseen  every- 
thing that  had  since  occurred,  he  would  itot  hare 
varied  it  one  jot  from  what  it  was.  So  far  from 
it,  tbat,  situated  as  be  was,  thinking  as  be  did, 
and  voting  as  be  bad  uniformly  voted,  there  was 
scarcely  any  mean  and  pitiful  action  which  be 
would  not  as  soon  have  cominitted,  as  not  to  have 
taken  the  compensation  provided  by  that  law. 

And  yec  he  believed  he  was  as  careless  of 
money  as  any  one  who  had  as  little  of  it  as  ke 
bad,  Of  any  one  who  professed  more  contempt  for 
it  than  he  did.  What  was  paid  him,  or  in  what 
medium  it  was  paid,  bad  never  been  the  subject 
of  inquiry  with  him.  He  had  never  asked,  and 
at  this  miMoent  could  not  tell,  what  be  bad  re- 
ceived At  the  last  session,  and  a  small  balance  had 
been  broaght  him  by  bis  friend  and  colleague 
after  be  relarned  home.  He  took  whatever  was 
banded  to  liim  by  the  officer  of  (bat  House,  and 
if  the  sum  was  incr^ed  by  a  law  for  which  be 
lid  not  vote,  be  received  it  without  sofuple,  as,  if 
it  bad  been  diminished  by  a  law  lor  which  be 
tiad  not  voted,  he  would  have  taken  it  without 
som plaint.  He  unquestionably  should  not  have 
;ooe  home  to  bis  constituents  to  ask  them  to 
nake  good  the  difference.  No.  He  might  be 
sovetous  of  honor,  but  he  certainly  was  not  eove* 
ous  of  gold.  It  should  never  be  said  with  truth 
)f  him,  that  be  was  either  "a/tent  oppetens,"  or 
'  9ui  profimiB."  In  doing  j.ustice  to  himself  and 
o  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  by  saying  what 
D  his  opinion  the  occasion  required,  Mr.  W.  had 
reen  careliil  not  to  allow  himself  the  use  of  any 
xpressioD  impittaing  the  motives  or  wounding 
he  sensihility  or  others.  Knowing  his  own  in* 
entions  to  be  upright,  he  had  eharity  enough  to 
elieve  the  intentions  of  others  were  as  upright 
s  his  owo;  and  he  was  mindful  on  this,  as 
ic  hoped  he  should  be  on  every  oceasioD,  of 
rbat  he  had  learned  very  early  from  a  sreal 
iiaster  of  morality  and  skilful  anatomist  of  the 
lomao  heart—**  that  he  who  is  corropt,  is  already 
ospieioos,  and  he  who  is  suspicious  will  qaickly 
lecome  correpu" 

About  four  o'clock,  the  question  on  coneorriog 
vith  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose  in  their 
imendmeet.  to  wit :  ftlllog  the  blank  with  six 
lollars,  as  tne  daflypay,  was  taken,  and  decided 
n  the  negative— yeas  81,  nays  01,  as  follows : 

Y%AS — ^Messrs.  Ardier,  Avery,  Bser,  Baker,  Bsr- 
our,  Bassett,  Bennett,  Bloant,  Boss,  Brooks,  Bryan, 
iorweil,  Cmdy,  Caldwell,  Camion,  Ctlf^,  Comstoek, 
Conner,  Crawford,  Dsitington,  Desha,  Dickens,  Ed* 
rardsy  Fletcher,  Glasgow,  Qoldsborongh,  Goodwyn, 
lahn*  Hale,  Hammond,  Hardm,  Harrison,  Hawes, 
leister,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hugei^  Hunger* 
M,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King, 
jangdon,  Lewis,  Little,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Lyon,  WU- 
iam  Maday,  Willisdi  P.  MacUy,  Mason,  McCoy, 
iagh  Nelson,  Thomss  M.  Nelson,  Noyes,  Ormsby, 
i^arrk,  Peter,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Root,  Roes, 
)hsrpe.  Smith  of  Mary isnd,  Ssoith  of  yifginia»  Soutbr 
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ard,  Taoly  Taylor  of  New  York,  TeMair,  Tyler,  Voee, 
Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox, 
Wilkin,  WUUams,  WUlooghby,  and  William  Wilson. 
Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Ather- 
ton,  Bateman,  Bayliei^  Betts,  Birdcall,  Bu^seye,  Brad- 
buy,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Msssa- 
chnsetts.  Champion,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Con* 
diet,  Creigbtott,  Croeheron,  Cnlp^ter,  Fladley,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Griffin,  Orosvenor,  Hall,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkinson,  Hnlbert,  Irving  of  New  York* 
Irwin  of  Pennsvlvania,  Jewetl,  Johnson  of  Viiginia, 
Kent,  Keir  of  Virginia,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes» 
Maish,  McKee,  McLean,  Middletoa,  Miller,  Mills,  Mil- 
nor,  Moffitt,  Moors,  Moesley,  Morfree,  Jeremiah  Net* 
son,  Newton,  Pidiens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  PoweU, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roggles^  Savage, 
Sebenck,  Bbefiey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Storges,  Taggart,  Talimadge,  Tate, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Wilde,  Thos.  WUson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

So  the  Hoose  disagreed  to  the  report,  leaving 
the  amount  to  be  filled  by  a  future  vote. 


Satobdat.  January  18. 

Mr.  BaowN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in« 
habitants  of  the  District  or  Maine,  praying  tbat 
an  act  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
for  a  limited  time,  of  breadstufis  and  other  arti- 
cles of  food. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lattimorb  preseoted  a  petition  of  the  Le» 
gislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  an  additional  Judge  may  be  appointed  for 
the  said  Territory,  to  reside  east  of  Pearl  river. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lattimorb  also  presented  another  petittoa 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  title  to  lands  in  said  Territory,  aris- 
ing under  grants  from  the  British  authorities,  may 
be  extinguished. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Pubnc  Lands. 

Mr.  LowNDBs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  have  been  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  fifteen  per  cent,  of  her  quota  of  (he  di« 
rect  tax  of  1816,  assumed  by  the  State,  aia4e  a 
report,  which  was  read :  when,  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  authoriBiuff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  State  of  Qeorgia  fifteen  per  cent. 
opOn  the  quota  of  direct  tax  for  the  year  181|9L 
assumed  and  paid  by  that  State ;  which  was  rea4 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  redemptioo 
of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  LowNOBS,  from  the  committee  to  whteh 
was  commined,  on  the  fifieeoth  instant,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  **  concerning  the  Attorney  Glen«i 
eral  of  the  United  Stat,es,''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub? 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  ^'Aa  act  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
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lands  of  the  United  Stnies,*'  wliieh  w«»  re«d 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  proTiston  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  lands  resetFed  oy  ^^^  ^"^  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek 
nation,  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that 
nation. 

lir.  BnAMP  •obmitted  the  following : 

RtBohed,  hw  ike  SenaU  and  Ibim  of  BtprmtUm' 
ihes,  Thata  joint  eomraittoe  of  two  frem  each  House 
be  amwinted  to  allot  to  the  staadiar  canmittMsof 
both  Honsea  of  Congr«M,  and  each  Bsleet  rosBwittoas 
m  «i«eppolBtodatthe  osasmeBeamsBtoraftdiseaaBn 
oTGongTCMon  the  FfeoaidflBfs  Maange,  thair looma 
ftr  the  disehsrge  of  Ike  pnblio  busaass. 

The  reason  stated  by  the  mover  for  this  reso- 
lution was  the  impossibility,  from  the  present 
Arrangement  and  occupation  of  the  committee 
rooms^  of  some  oommittees  acting  on  the  business 
raferred  to  them,  dtc. 

The  resolution  was  read  hj  unanimous  consent, 
the  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Athbbton,  the  Clerk  was 
directed  to  caus^  the  warrant  of  concession  girnnt- 
ed  by  the  Spanish  Government,  to  Elisha  win- 
ter and  Sons,  u>  be  translated  into  the  English 
language,  and  to  have  the  said  translation  printed. 

TheSpBAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  Message 
from  The  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting an  account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Executiye,  for  the  year  1816;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
the  eastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana; 

Fhich  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
ubiic  Lands. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  *'  directing  the  discharge  of  John  Ricaud, 
horn  inoprisonment,  were  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

PETITION  OF  A.  McCORMICK. 
Mr.  Yahobt,  from  the  Gommittae  of  daima, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Me* 
Conmck,  whieh  was  read  and  refeited  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  report 
•f  the  same  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Renner 
and  Heath.-«-The  report  ia  as  follows : 
That  die  petittener  leddes  in  the  City  efWadung- 

S,  and  at  this  tima,  «nd  finr  mnnX  jean  past,  has 
a  a  retell  store.  At  the  tuna  liia  British  foieas  in. 
led  the  dty,  (on  the  S4th  August,  1814,)  the  peti- 
tioMr  was  a  lieutoaant  in  the  artaieiy  oompanj  of 
militia,  commsnded  by  Captain  Beigamin  Bnrch,  aad 
tfien  in  service.  On  the  eTening  of  the  24th,  about 
alght  or  nine  o*clodc,  a  party  of  British  soldient  in 
eempeny  with  an  officer,  broke  and  entered  the  house 
ef  the  petitioner,  and  took  fiom  his  store  alargequsu- 
lity  of  merchandise,  stated  to  be  of  the  Talue  of  mght 
or  ten  thousand  dollsrs. 

It  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Carter,  of  the 
Maryland  militia,  that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  he  and 
his  company  lodged  at  the  house  of  Mr.  McCoimiek, 
and  that  they  also  halted  at  his  house  on  their  letnat 
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Biy  him  the  Talne  ef  hie  propoity  plvadeied  by  ths 
ritiah  seldieiy. 

The  committee  are  of  epmion  that  this  ia  a  oaa- 
mon  case  of  the  wanton  sacrifice  aad  plunder  oi  pti- 
▼ate  proper^  by  the  British  forces  during  the  late  war. 
The  arcnmstance  of  the  claimant  being  ia  the  mifi- 
taiy  scrrice  of  the  country  at  the  time  did  not  change 
the  character  of  his  property,  nor  did  it  mnthoRss  Hs 
capture  or  destmctien.  Like  the  prirate  pio|ieiH  of 
every  other  dtisen,  it  was  entitfed  te  prstectiea, 
dumgh  it  shared  the  same  fide  as  the  yiupeitj  ef 
many  ethers. 

The  eaesmiltee  Teooaunend  to  the  Hooaa  As  M- 
lewing  resolntioa : 

BtBohed,  That  the  prayer  ef  the  patilieaer  oaghl 
net  to  be  graaled. 

THE  C0MP£N8ATI0K  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  oaneideratton 
ef  the  bill  lo  repeal  the  aet  of  laat  aeasioo.  eem- 
monlyealled  theeompensation  law.  Tkebiil  bar- 
ing, by  the  vote  yesterday,  been  left  Maok  at  to 
the  per  diem  aHowaaee  for  attendance  aad  ftr 
each  day's  travelling*-        <# 

Mr.  Qaoerniion  moved  to  fill  the  fiiat  Uank 
with  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  hot  spoke  kviefty 
against  the  neeessity  of  allowing  the  same  awn 
for  each  twenty  miles*  travelliag,  lor  whieh  be 
thooght  the  former  s«m  of  aiz  dollars  auffieient 

Mr.  WiLLiAMO,  of  North  Carolina,  sud,  chat 
the  refusal  of  the  Honae,  last  eTening,  to  eonear 
with  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  would  induce  hun  to  break  tbroog h  the 
siienoe  be  had  intended  to  observe  en  tbia  qoes- 
tioo.  He  had  always  tntesded  to  vole  in  faver 
of  repealiag  the  law  of  the  last  sessioa,  wliieh 
changed  the  mode  and  inci«ased  the  amooat  of 
compensation  to  members  of  Congress;  chat  he 
was  in  favor  of  restosiog  rbe  crig'wl  law,  whieh 
granted  a  per  diem  aliowaaee  of  six  dollaiv ;  and 
that  so  long  as  the  Hooseappeared  likely  to  cnrry 
his  object  into  effect,  he  had  not  ooneidered  it  hie 
dety  to  address  the  Chair.  But  having  seen,  with 
no  little  surprise,  that  the  House  had  leversed  the 
decision  of  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  which 
txed  the  future  compensation  of  members  at  aix 
doUara  a  day,  he  ahould  hope  to  be  indolged, 
while  he  offered  such  reasons  as  had  oceurred  to 
him  in  &vor  of  repealing  the  law  of  tke  laat  aea- 
sion,  and  against  the  motion  nnde  hy  the  gentle^ 
men  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gftoavmoft)  to  £M 
the  blank  with  ten  doUara.  It  waa  not  hia  iaian* 
tion  now  to  propose  a  difieieni  aom ;  he  aroold 
give  the  House  an  oppprtuntty  to  express  them- 
selvee  diatiooilv  on  the  oietion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York ;  and  aftei  wards,  if  not  moved  by 
aome  other  gentiamao,  ke  wqM  hiaaself  propose 
to  fiU  the  Uank  with  six  dollaffs. 

This  subieot,  said  Mr.  W.,  hoe  nlreadf  nader- 
gone  an  ample  discavaioB ;  end.  in  refercaee  lo 
that  faot  alone,  I  might  well  aoatain  from  noy 
share  in  the  debate.  Boi  the  subject  has  ojaiiaed 
such  an  aspect  of  iroportaaee  m  the  eonotry; 
there  is  such  a  ooofliot  of  seoitment  abont  ii,ihat 
it  becomes  every  gentleman  to  state  disc incdy  the 
views  by  which  he  has  been  governed,  as  well  as 
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those  bf  whieh  lie  is  tc  preteot  ftotoatcd.  I  ha4 
BO  idn,  at  tbt  iMt  sessioD,  that  this  snbjeet  voukl 
excite  saeh  lively  foeKags  throoghoai  the  whole 
coontiy.  From  llfaine  to  Georgia,  (as  we  were 
told  by  the  Speaker.)  from  the  AthiDtte  to  ihe  re« 
motest  settlenenc  of  the  interior,  there  appears  to 
lave  beea  an  uaiversal  aod  simultaaeoos  burst 
igainst  if.  I  had,  lor  the  reaeoos  which  induced 
Ae  to  rote  againac  it  at  the  las(  aesstoo,  soppesed 
1  might  hare  been  prodactire  of  some  uneasiness 
a  the  public  mind,  bat  that  it  would  raise  a  storm, 
vhich  should  shake  the  deepest  foundations  of 
)opuiaritf,and  prostrate  characters  the  most  dis- 
inguisbed  for  long  and  faith  folserriees,  appear- 
(d  to  me  scarcely  possible,  much  less  probable. 
3oald  such  an  erent  hare  been  foreseen,  be  should 
lare  ofiered,  at  the  last  session,  the  reasons  for 
he  rote  he  then  gare,  although  his  acquaintance 
n  the  House,  asd  the  ample  discussion  the  sob- 
ect  had  undergone  at  that  time,  might,  perhaps, 
lare  rendered  a  different  coarse  accessary. 

The  leasoBs,  Mr.  W.  said,  which  bad  induced 
ijm  to  veto  against  the  compeantloa  law  at  the 
ftst  sessioB,  would  now  induce  him  to  rote  in  fai- 
rer of  its  repeal.  The  mode  of  compensation  had 
Iways  appeared  to  him  a  rery  foteihle  objection. 
>n  this  part  of  the  subject,  aigameau  had  been 
Ifered,  Which  were  both  explicit  aad  conriacing. 
t  had  been  stated,  that  the  mode  is  a  departure 
rom  the  long  established  practice  of  Congress ; 
bat  it  is  a  departare  not  only  from  the  practice 
f  Congress,  but  ftom  the  inrariable  usage  of  the 
legislataffes  of  the  sereral  Slates.  In  this  rea* 
c»nin^  he  had  fully  concurred  with  gentlemen, 
le  had  thought  the  mode  to  be  unprecedented ) 
le  bad  thought  it  to  be  impolitic ;  (or  it  appears 
9  hare  been  the  policy  of  the  foundera  of  the 
leneral  and  Slate  Ctoreramenta,  to  proportion 
lie  compenaation  Xo  the  aerricea  pertormed  by 
litir  officers  aod  agents.  Where  the  qoantum  or 
mooat  of  eerrice  was  known,  they  attached  a 
lUry ;  where  the  quaatom  or  amoant  ef  serriee 
ntt  oakDowa,  they  granted  a  per  diem  aHowanee» 
L  judge,  for  example,  has  oerlaia  doUes  to  p«r* 
xm ;  he  haa  so  maaj  couru  to  attead,  and  in 
bsse,  geaSEaily  makinn  there  will  be  so  many 
aasea  to  try*  The  Pcesideiit  of  the  United 
kaies  has  doties  to  pmlbrm  erery  day ;  so  has 
he  Qererttor  dT  a  particular  State.  The  amount 
if  serriee  fNwformed  by  these  ofljieers  will,  oo  an 
treragc,  be  theaame  erery  year,  and  bf  lag  knawo, 
hey.  therefore,  hare  saknea.  It  may  be  aaid,  that 
1  juoge  haa  a  fiiced  compenaation  to  eecare  iade* 
Kndenee  in  the  diaeharge  of  hia  official  dutiea. 
\  great  you,  air.  tbb  may  hare  beea  one  chief  rea- 
ton  for  ^iag  hia  aalaiy.  But  independently  of 
hia  rcaaon,aettittg  aside  the  numberleas  bleaaioga 
irhich  alwaf  s  hare  resulted,  and  erer  will  resnlt, 
osooiety,  from  a  rirtueus  judiciary,  there  appears, 
n  the  certainty  of  the  amouat  of  serriee  perfor- 
med by  a  jadge,a  aofficieat  rcaaon  to  fix  hia  com- 
penaation. Bat  thia  ia  not  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  Legislature.  There  the  business  is  nndefioed 
io  nature  and  eatenl.  Sometimea  much  buaineaa, 
of  great  importaaee,  ia  to  be  ttansaeied  \  at  other 
timM  little  boaiaeaa^aDd  that  of  inlerior  moment, 


will  come  before  theia.  Durtag  the  last  Cob* 
gressioikal  year,  for  example,  thelabor  perforiaed 
was  better  worth  ffteen  hundred  dollars  than  that 
of  the  present  year  will  be  worth  one  thoitsaad 
dollars.  The  quantum  ef  labor  perCarmed  by 
Confess  being  therefore  unknown,  it  appeared 
unwise  that  members  ahoold  leceire  a  salary,  be- 
cause that  would  be  attaching  ceriain  and  fixed 
compensation  to  aerricea  onoertaia  and  undefined 
in  their  amount.  Theae  are  briefly  my  Deaaoas 
for  opposing  the  mode  of  compensation  edopted 
at  the  last  session. 

An  objection  to  the  measure  itself  arose  from 
the  time  at  which  it  was  adopted.  The  gentle* 
maa  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Joaaeov)  rery  j^re* 
petly  remarked,  when  he  introduced  this  subject, 
that  at  the  last  session  the  taxes  were  eeaauier* 
ably  lessened.  Yes,  sir,  the  taxes  were  greetly 
reduced  at  the  laa  session.  The  direct  tax  was 
reduced  to  one  half  j  the  tax  on  manufactucei 
wholly  remored ;  the  still  tax,  aad  that  on  retail* 
ers,  coanderably  lesseaed ;  and  no  doubt,  when 
the  people  reflect  on  the  subject,  they  will  flire 
Coa|rres8  all  due  praise  for  those  measures  of  re- 
duetioa.  But  the  taxes  on  the  people  appeared 
stiU  too  greet,  and  their  embarraaamenls  too  per- 
plexing, for  Congresa  to  hazard  the  eaperiment  «f 
increasing  their  own  pay.  Had  tbe  people  been 
free  from  all  impositioos  of  the  kind,  they  would 
not  hare  receired  thia  measure  so  ungraciously. 
The  people,  sir.  are  liberal.  They  would  nerer 
object  against  sllowioff  their  Reprmntatires  ade- 
quate compensation.  But  while,  as  a  coascqueaee 
of  the  war,  the  people  were  •obliged  to  .eusiaia 
taxes  aod  prirations  io  any  degree,  it  did  appear 
more  correct  that  Congress  ahoald  also  bear  the 
priration  and  loaa  incident  to  them.  If  tbe  law 
of  the  last  aeaaion  had  been  blamelesa  in  all  other 
respects,  it  would  hare  been  a  auffieient  objeetioa 
that  the  people  were^  at  that  time,  taxed.  Thatl 
they  yet  felt  the  conaequencea  of  toe  late  war. 

It  alao  appeared  indelicate  that  we  ahould  in* 
creaae  our  own  pay.  Upon  thia  point  I  know 
there  has  been  much  miarepreaentation  in  the 
aewapapera  and  elsewhere,  aad  it  ia  greatly  to  be 
lamented  that  newapepera  hare  auch  control  orer 
the  opiniooa  of  the  country,  unless  they  were  re- 
hidea  of  more  correct  informatioD.  The  present 
CungrcsB  here  been  chaiged  with  rioUliag  the 
CeastitatioB,  which  they  had  sworn  to  preserve; 
clauses,  sections,  and  articles  of  the  Conatitnttoa 
hare  been  adduced  to  prore  the  charge.  A  be- 
tief  that  it  is  true,  haa  been  disaemiaated  through 
some  portiona  of  the  country,  end  no  doubt  ms 
rery  much  tended  to  increase  the  displeasure  of 
the  people.  But  upon  examining  authentic  cop- 
iea  of  tne  Conatitution,  it  will  be  aeea  that  the 
charge  ia  utterly  unfounded ;  that  no  part  of  the 
inatrument  eootaina  the  prohibition  to  which  ref- 
erence haa  been  made.  It  must  then  be  admitted, 
that  it  waa  not  a  queation  of  Conatitutionality, 
but  merely  a  queation  of  delicacy,  which  erery 
member  waa  at  liberty  to  determine  for  himselL 
For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  support  a  measum, 
of  which  I  was  to  be  tbe  immediate  beneficiary. 
it  is  p  duty  which  erery  one  owes  to  himself,  to 
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act  ID  sacb  a  manner  as  ta  ba  free  from  all  impa- 
tatioD,  to  bid  defiance  to  the  aasaolu  of  nMde^o- 
lenee,  however  dark,  or  of  asperitf  the  most  pan* 
gent.  In  the  observance  of  this  role,  it  became 
my  dotf  to  oppose  the  law  of  the  last  session.  It 
BOW  also  becomes  my  duty  to  advocate  its  repeal. 
There  bad  been  many  objeetions,  said  Mr.  W., 
against  the  amooot  of  compensation  allowed  by 
law.  He  waa  aware,  he  said,  that  this  eoold  not 
be  ascertained  by  any  known  rale,  as  the  amonnt 
per  day  wonld  depend  altogether  upon  the  length 
of  the  session.  Sometimes  it  wonld  be  more  and 
aometimes  less.  The  sitaation  of  the  eoantry 
might  be  such  as  to  protract  the  session  to  six, 
eight,  or  ten  months.  In  this  ease,  the  amount 
per  day  would  be  much  less  than  when  Congress 
should  remain  in  session  only  three  or  four  months. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  incorrect  to  say,  that  the 
compensation  amounted  to  any  precise  sum  per 
day;  or  that  this  sum  was  great!  jr  bi^ond  the  ex- 
penses necessarilv  iacurred  at  the  Seat  of  Got* 
emment.  It  might  so  happen  that  members,  dur* 
iog  a  session  of  great  length,  would  be  brought 
in  debt  $  and,  on  the  other  band,  that,  during  a 
Tery  shorf  session  they  wonld  receive  for  their 
serrioes  a  much  larger  amount  than  six  dollarsa 
day.  The  amount  per  day,  as  before  suted,  would 
altoijrether  depend  on  the  length  of  the  session, 
and  m  this  consisted  another  reason  for  preferring 
the  daily  allowance  made  by  the  original  law. 
For  myself,  I  found  that  I  could  lire  decently  on 
the  former  compensation  of  six  dollars.  Other 
gentlemen  necessarily  and  unavoidably  incurred 
much  greater  expense,  and  to  them  no  doubt  the 
six  dollars  a  day  might  have  been  insufficient.  In 
deciding  this  question,  however,  I  would  be  sup- 
posed to  have  reference  only  to  that  portion  of 
expense  necessarily  incurred  by  myself,  and  find- 
ing the  six  dollars  a  day  sufficient  to  defray  my 
own  expenses,  it  could  not  be  expected  tnat  I 
would,  under  these  circumstances,  vote  for  the 
measure.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  tell  what 
portion  of  expense  beyond  the  six  dollars  a  day 
incurred  by  other  gentlemen,  could  not  have  been 
avoided  by  them ;  and  it  will  never  be  nretended 
that  Congress  should  provide  by  law  for  all  the 
expenses  of  members,  nowever  avoidable  or  un- 
necessary they  might  be.  I  make  the  declara- 
tion and  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  House  to  sus- 
tain me  in  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  former  com- 
pensation was,  generally,  enough  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  gentlemen.  But  I  do  not  pretend  to 
asaert,  at  tbe  same  time,  that  any  one  could  make 
money  by  coming  to  Congress  at  six  dollars  a 
day ;  nor  do  I  beueve  it  was  ever  intended  that  a 
seat  in  this  House  should  be  regarded  as  a  money- 
making  business.  If  we  are  to  bold  out  pecuni- 
ary inducemeots  to  men  of  the  first  talents,  we 
should  not  stop  at  six  dollars  a  day,  at  fifteen 
hundred  a  year,  or  at  twenty  thousand  a  year, 
because  many  men  who  have  thought  themselves 
honored  by  a  seat  in  this  House,  make  from  five 
thousand  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year 
by  their  professional  parsolu.  To  proceed,  then, 
on  the  ground  of  pecuniary  indocement,  would 
4>e  impracticable.    It  would  defrat  the  object  of 


our  Republican  iastitntion8,vix:  eeooony  throng 
every  nranch  of  their  administmtioo.  Bat,  to 
regard  a  seat  in  this  House  as  an  hoiMrabIc  em- 
ployment, attended  with  such  peeoniary  benefit 
as  would  indemnify  us  for  all  esprnaes  aeeesn- 
rtly  incurred,  appears  more  eonataieac  vith  the 
character  and  aesiga  of  our  GovemmcaL  For 
that  purpose,  I  found  the  former  compeasaDoaof 
six  dollars  a  day  quite  sufficient.  If  other  geaiW- 
men  found  it  insufficient  for  thenaaelves,  they, 
no  doubt,  voted  conacientioualy  for  (lie  Uir  of 
the  last  session.  With  the  motives  of  geatlenea 
I  have  nothinff  to  do,  but  trust  always  to  fed 
mat  respect  lor  them,  even  in  caaea  wkere  we 
dilEer. 

The  charge  which  has  been  made  1»y  dema- 
gogues, by  those  who  are  interested  iu  deceiviag 
the  people,  that  Congress,  by  this  law,  cooamitted 
something  like  an  act  of  peenlatioB,  is  utterly 
unfounded  and  unbecoming.  It  ia  much  to  be 
regretted  that  this  measure  has  given  rise  lo  the 
most  unworthy  suspicions  and  unfounded  aeeosa- 
tions  against  Congress.  It  can  sever  be  asserted 
with  truth  that  the  measure  was  oaconstltutionalf 
or  that  it  was  adopted  with  any  improper  design 
of  personal  benefit.  Even  those  who  clamor  meat 
against  this  law,  the  greedy  expecunis  of  future 
promotion,  most  believe  that  the  measure  was 
adorned,  on  the  part  of  those  who  supported  it, 
with  precisel]r  thesame  viewsand  mouvea  which 
govern  them  in  the  adoption  of  every  other  meas- 
ure ;  that  is,  they  believed  it  would  be  useful  to 
the  country.  I,  sir,  am  willing  to  say  and  to  tes- 
tify b^  mv  vote  now,  as  I  did  at  the  last  sesaton, 
that,  in  this  as  well  as  ia  oiaay  other  measures, 
the  Representatives  mistook  the  interest  and  wish- 
es of  their  constituents.  But  that  they  were  ae- 
tuated  by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  either,  cannot  be 
believed  by  any  one. 

The  reasons  already  asstgned  writh  as  mncJi 
brevity  as  ponible,  iaduced  me  to  Tote  anioac 
the  compensation  law  at  the  last  sessioa.  But  I 
have  now  an  additioaal  reason,  stronger  than  any 
yet  offered,  to  vote  in  favor  of  ita  repeal.  I  meaa 
the  ffeoeral  voice  of  the  cooatry  aaaiast  it.  The 
genUeman  from  South  Carolina  (afr,  CAi.Botnr} 
took  occasion  to  observe  on  yesterday  that  he  feic 
himself  under  no  obligation  to  obey  the  wtU  of 
his  constituents.  Againu  this  doctnae,  air,  I  beg 
leave  to  eater  mv  deaided  protest*  1  wish  it  to  be 
as  distinctly  undersiood,  that  I  should  fed  oUigedi 
by  the  instructions  of  my  constituents,  aa  thegea* 
tleman  did,  that  he  would  not  feel  himaelf  oUiged. 
It  is  indifferent  to  me  ia  what  way  the  wiU  of 
the  people  is  made  kaoam,  provided  it  he  delibe- 
ratelv  and  gravely  exprcased.  If  thus  expressed, 
I  hold  it  binding.  For,  sir,  the  pemde  are  the 
sovereign  power  in  this  country,  fiteaee,  I  lay 
down  the  broad  principle,  that  they  must  be  r%ht; 
in  other  words,  that  they  can  do  nothing  wroagi 
and  ought  to  be  obeved.  Whenever  the  sover^ 
sign  power  is  lodged  in  any  Government,  there 
must  be  at  least  theoretical  infallibility.  Ia  moa- 
arehy,  the  sovereign  power  is  lodged  in  a  uagie 
iadividual,  and  hence  it  is  common  to  say  that 
the  King  (as  in  JSnghmd)  can  do  aa  urroag.  Now, 
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•ir»  althoaf  k  this  may  be  inoorreet  or  absurd  in 
re^rd  to  ihe  praeciee  of  Eagland,  yet  it  is  tbeo- 
reticaJly  tMlU    The  idea  maf  be  illustrated  in 
Ibis  way:  It  will,  I  presume^  be  mated  that  a 
power  wbteh  caa  do  ao  wroo^,  oagnt  to  be  obeyed 
at  all  times.    Bat  the  sorereiffa  power  must  be 
obeyed  at  all  times*    Therefore,  the  sorereiga 
power  caa  do  no  wrong.  If  this  bis  true  ia  regard 
to  moaarchy,  it  is  mnch  more  troe  ia  reprd  to 
oar  owa  Gorernmeat.    There  the  sovereiga  has 
not  oaly  all  the  iafallibility  assigaed  to  him  in 
theory,  bat  likewise  ail  the  reality  of  physical 
force.    If  the  sovereiga  of  Bagland  should  do 
wrong  in  practice^  as  has  oftea  occarred,aad  will 
freqaeotiy  occur  again,  the  people^  ia  whom  the 
physical  stiaagth  resides,  oppose  him,  and  ia  this 
way  obtaia  redress.    But,  ta  oar  QoverameaL 
the  case  is  widely  dlffereat.    Here,  the  supposed 
inftHibility  of  a  sovereigo,  aad  the  real  physical 
streagihy  both  reside  ia  the  people.    Aad  if  the 
people  should  perchance  do  wrong,  how  is  that 
wrong  to  be  corrected?    The  people  eaaaot  re- 
sist themselves ;  and  if  they  should  even  do  wroag 
ia  practice,  there  is  ao  power  on  earth  to  oppose 
them.    If,  ia  Bnglaad,  the  soveiei^  musit  be 
obeyed,  because  he  caa  do  ao  wroag  la  theory,  it 
appears  to  me  that,  in  our  own  Goverament,  the 
aoFereign  must  be  obeyed,  because  he  caa  do  no 
wroiDg  ia  theory  or  practice ;  aad  that  is  the  dif* 
fereace  betweea  a  Republic,  coastituted  like  oors, 
aad  a  moaarchy.    That  the  people  ace  the  sov* 
ereiga  power  ia  this  country,  gcntlemea  have  not 
preteoded,  aor  will  they  dare,  to  deny.    This 

Jwiaeiple  is  cooseerated  as  the  basis  of  all  our  po- 
itieal  institutions,  and  long  may  the  people  coa* 
tinue  to  exercise  the. power  which  they  have  thas 
aolemuly  guaraatied  to  theoiselves.  Shall  I  not, 
then,  caeerfuUy  yield  obedieace  to  their  voice, 
aad  say  this  law  ought  to  be  repealed  ?  Yes,  sir, 
it  would  be  my  dotyi  eyea  if  I  had  previously 
beea  io  favor  of  the  law ;  but,  as  I  was  opposed 
to  it  at  the  last  session,  I  should  now,  if  it  were 
only  in  regard  to  cousisteucy,  be  for  repealing  it. 
But  the  geatlemaa  from  South  Carolina  (Air. 
CalhouiO  will  object  to  this  reasoniag,  becaase 
it  iavoives  the  admisuoa  of  a  right  ia  the  coa- 
stituent  to  instruct  his  Represeatative.  Most 
certainly  it  does,  aad  for  that  I  coatead.  We, 
sir,  are  ao  more  authorized  by  the  Coastituiioa 
to  anppoee  the  people  destitute  of  intelli^eace  and 
virtue,  than  to  suppose  them  destitute  of  physical 
atrength.  The  Cuastitutioa  attaches  to  them 
power,  wisdom,  aad  goodness,  as  their  attributes 
of  sovereigaty.  The  will  of  the  sovereigo,  ia* 
Tested  with  these  attributes,  must  be  obeyed,  as 
well  from  the  necessity  as  the  reasoaableaess  of 
the  thing. 

It  has  beea  urged,  oa  the  other  head,  that  the 
people  are  not  always  sufficiently  advised  of  the 
circamstaaces  attending  a  measure,  to  prooouace 
opon  the  policy  of  its  ^option,  aad  that,  to  prac* 
tice  upoa  the  presumptioa  that  they  were  suffi- 
ciently advised,  would  lead  to  fatal  cooseqoences. 
Bat  I  tfaiak  differeatiy.  The  people  caanot,  and 
never  will,  speak  ia  a  voice  audible  or  directory 
io  their  Represeatatives,  ualess  they  are  daly  aj^ 


prized  of  the  various  coaaexions  aad  tendencies 
of  any  given  measure.    I,  sir,  no  more  than  tbe 

Etatlemaa  from  South  Carolina|  would  have  a 
epreseatative  surreader  his  juagment  in  obe- 
dieoce  to  mere  passioo  or  caprice.  But  if  the 
Representative  has  no  rational  doubt  that  the 
people,  ia  all  their  integrity  of  heart,  and  with 
all  the  means  of  judgment  before  them,  would 
decidedly  object  to  a  measure,  or  firmly  wish  its 
adoption,  then  I  hold  that  their  will  should  be 
obligatory  upoa  him.  He  should  not  set  at  de- 
fiance their  instructions.  He  should  consider 
that,  if  the  people  are  sufficiently  informed  to 
make  a  wise  election,  they  ought  to  be  sufficieut- 
ly  informed  to  give  wise  insuuotioas;  that,  if  a 
supposed  waot  of  iaformatioa  would  disqualify 
them  from  doing  the  former,  the  same  want  of 
information  ought  to  have  disqualified  them  from 
doing  the  latter.  Such  reasoning  would  at  once 
strike  at  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the  Constita* 
tioo,  and  therefore  must  he  erroaeous. 

If  it  be  true,  ia  regard  to  measures  geaendly, 
that  a  Represeatative  should  be  bound  to  act 
according  to  the  deliberate  will  of  his  coastita« 
eots,  it  IS  particularly  so  ia  remrd  to  the  meas- 
ure aow  before  the  House.  Oa  the  subject  of 
oompeasatioa  to  ourselves,  motives  of  mere. deli- 
cacy should  induce  us  to  comply  with  the  will 
of  the  people.    They  have  prooouaced,  ia  laa- 

Kage  act  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  law  oi  the 
it  session  was  wroag.  If  they  have  spoken 
thus,  it  is  our  daty  to  repeal  it.  But  gentlemen 
coatead  that  we  hear  aothing  but  the  voice  of 
faction }  that,  if  the  law  iscoademaed,  it  is  chief- 
ly by  those  who  do  act  understand  it.  Sir,  we 
do  not  hear  the  voice  of  faction  alooe  oa  this 
subject:  aeither  are  the  people  ignoraat  of  the 
law.  If  they  have  not  realized  the  force  of  arga- 
meats  offered  ia  support  of  the  measure,  it  is  oe* 
cause  the  arguments  have  not  corresponded  with 
facts.  The  chief  argumeat  was,  that  the  pay  .of 
members  had  become  less  valuable  by  deorecia- 
tioa;  and  that,  ia  consequmce  thereof,  the  tal- 
eats  of  this  House  had  depreciated.  But,  does 
this  argument  agree  with  the  fact?  I  pre« 
tend  not .  to  have  an  opinion  of  my  owa  on  this 
point.  My  situation  has  not  been  such  as  to  en- 
able me  to  judge.  But  other  jpeatlemeny  of  high 
character  aad  loog  standiac  m  this  House,  say 
that  the  preseat  Congress  wul  not  suffer  by  comr 
parisoa  with  aay  that  has  preceded  it.  lasteadi 
then,  of  the  talent  of  the  House  depreciating,  as 
the  pay  depreciated,  the  Ikct  is  otherwise.  The 
argument,  therefore,  does  not  agree  with  the  fact^ 
and  this  may  be  assigaed  as  the  reasoa  that  the 
people  have  not  assented  to  the  measure*  Coa« 
viace  the  people  that  this  law  is  aow  ezpedieati 
oa  the  grouad  which  has  been  uiged;  satisfy 
them  it  is  ncQSssary  to  commaad  the  best  taleats 
of  the  aation,  and  you  will  not  hear  a  syllable 
against  it.  They  know  too  well  the  vaiue  of 
self-government  to  be  unwilliuff  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  aay  measure  calculated  for  their  good. 
But  so  long  as  the  necessity  is  not  apnareat,  so 
long  as  our  first  men  for  taleats  and  in/ormation 
6ccupy  seata  on  this  floor,  at  siit  dollars  a  day,  we 
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MMot  he  torfiriMd  thtc  tb*  iM*pi«  hi^^  Imd 
«iir^Dr  to  MDetioft  th«  iii«iMr««  Yiewiiig  it  is 
ftHtbe  li^ft  te  whieli  it  hn  b«eB  prewnitd,  I  tiiiak 
it  Mgbt  to  bo  totollf  repooM.  ror  that  frarposo, 
]  hope  lira  mocioo  liiade  br  tbe  gentkmaa  from 
Now  York,  to  fill  tbe  Uank  with  tea  doUara,  will 
aot  pravail,  hot  that  it  will  be  illled  with  six  dol- 
kffft,  by  which  the  origioal  law  will,  in  effeot,  bo 
Mttored. 

Mr.  TTLia,  of  Virjfiiiia,  tald  that  he  felt  it  doe 
to  hiontelf  to  oflfer  a  few  remarks  to  the  Homo  on 
fbift  Mibjeet.  He  did  not,  he  said,  float  iato  that 
Hoa*o  on  the  tide  of  popalar  deeiamatfoa.  He 
bad  been  elected  to  iapplV  a  taeancf  oeeatiooed 
bf  tbe  lamented  death  of  bis  honored  predeoet- 
80r.  Popaiarltif,  be  said,  was  to  be  desired  bf 
all.  The  gfood  cvteem  of  bis  fbllow-men  is  the 
bM  reward  the  patriot  ean  reseire.  Yott  bare 
BO  n>bes  of  oflke  here  lo  bestow-Hio  star  or 
gaiter  to  confer  $  but  the  proudest  title  of  which 
we  can  boast,  and  tba  only  one  worth?  of  being 
boasted  (d,  h  that  which  is  to  be  read  m  the  ap- 
pUrase  of  oor  coniemooraries,  and  the  gratitude  of 
poaerity .  This  appiaase  was  not  to  be  obtained, 
lie  said,  by  a  low,  grotelliog,  mean  pnrsnit  of 
popalar  fa?or.  No,  sir,  the  man  who  rests  his 
oopes  of  popularity  opon  sveb  a  coarse,  will, 
most  assaredty,  be  disappointed  in  bis  object. 
F^olarity  might,  be  had  always  thovgbt,  be 
ipny  compared  to  a  co^oetm  $  tbe  more  yoa  woo 
bor.  fbe  mora  apt  is  she  to  atnde  your  embrace* 
It  is  by  pursoing  a  steady,  firm,  and  uniform 
dotttae,  fiot  at  variance  with  the  rights  of  tbe  peo- 
ple, that  she  is  made  to  yield  to  year  embrace. 

He  said  that  the  appiaase  of  which  be  bad 
bMi  speaking,  was  vot  either  to  be  obtained  bjr 
Ae  adoption  of  that  bigh-toned  priocipie,  which 
caused  a  man,  the  moment  he  became  a  member 
of  this  House,  to  set  np  bis  opinion  in  opposition 
to  tbe  opiaioas  of  thirty-five  thousand  or  nis  coo- 
sti(ii<eats  i  to  adopt  the  belief  that  they  might  err, 
but  that  be  could  not.  llr.  T.  inquired,  who  wss 
tbe  mednber  of  this  House  that  would  undertake 
to  act  up  his  opiniou  in  opposition  to  that  of  his 
eottstUaents  t  If  a  member  of  this  House  was 
not  a  Represeotatite  of  the  people,  what  was  he  t 
Aad  if  be  was,  how  could  he  be  regarded  as  rep« 
feeenting  the  ^ple  when  he  s^e  not  their 
kmgoage,  but  bis  owa  )  He  ceaeed  to  be  a  Rep- 
reieatatiTc  of  the  people  wbea  be  did  so,  and 
fepreeented  himself  alooe.  Was  the  oreatore  to 
set  bhUself  up  in  cmposition  to  his  creator  t  Waa 
tbe  servant  to  disobey  the  wishes  of  tbe  master  1 
lit.  T.  said,  from  the  very  mesning  of  the  word 
fepreseniatiTe,  tbe  obligatioa  to  obey  Instfue* 
tions  rmahed.  Tbe  Federal  Constitution  bad 
been  submitted  to  conventions  of  tbe  different 
States  for  adoption.  Suppose  the  people  had 
instraeted  their  RMresentatives  in  conveotioo  to 
have  rejected  the  Constitution,  and  their  instruc- 
tions bad  been  disobeyed,  wonid  tliis.  be  asked, 
be  called  a  Government  of  the  people,  adopted 
bf  their  choice?  Tbe  gentleman  mm  Sooth 
Ckroltoa  had  not  denied  tbe  right  of  instruction 
in  tbe  formation  of  the  (Sovernment.  Was  there 
aay  difference  in  principLe  between  tbat  case  and 


tbe  case  of  instructions  m  tbia  Hotasef  Tbt 
members  of  tbe  Convention  wuiu  tbe  feprewnH' 
tives  of  tba  people  in  tbe  orgaaiflation  of  the 
Govemmeut ;  we  are  the  RepreNumtives  of  ibt 
people  in  tbeadmtnistratioa  of  tbat  GwiufuasesL 
Why,  Mr.  T.  asked,  was  fespooaibility  to  thm 
people  preserved  1  If  tbe  opinion  of  a  membu 
of  this  uousa  is  to  be  regarded  as  more  comet, 
if  be  is  m  be  esteemed  more  wise  tbam  tbcy  an^ 
wbv  should  be  be  responsible  m  bia  eenatitueHis 
for  bis  ooudooti  It  ia  the  height  of  abMrdity  fo 
my  that  a  maa  shall  owe  res|maibilitf  to  a  tri- 
bunal aot  so  capable  of  decidnig  between  li^t 
aad  wroag  aa  tbe  iadlvidoal  bisMalf. 

Mr.  T.  acknowledged  tbat  if  iastrweiiosa  went 
to  violate  tba  Coasatution,  they  were  net  ^d- 
iuft*  And  why,  be  asked?  My  eoaaikaeefe, 
said  be.  have  no  right  m  violate  tbe  Cetiaiitatica 
themselves ;  they  had^  then,  ao  iigbt  to  re^sne 
of  bim  to  do  that  which  they  tbemaelvea  had  ao 
right  to  do.  He  regarded  it,  tbereCsse,  aa  obIv 
necemary  tbat  be  should  kaow  tbe  wisbes  of  bis 
constiteeots,  ia  order  tbat  be  sboQld  ober  tbeUL 

In  bis  support  of  tbe  doctrine  for  wbM  he  bad 
been  contcndiag,  be  was  aot  to  be  uadetsiood  as 
speaking  of  a  aseie  boai  or  popular  elamor.  He 
would  bo  as  little  dispomd  to  tuteud  to  auythiag 
of  tbat  sort  aa  an^  gentlemaa $  but  he  epakeS 
the  voice  of  tba  majority  of  tbe  people^  disdwatfy 
aaeermioed.  Tbe  geatlemau  from  Ssfvtb  Garw* 
line  bad  mentioned  tbe  name  of  JBdmuad  Buifce; 
he  bad  properly  been  aalled  byn  gentlemaa  fcoia 
Massachusettt  (Mr.  CoNRaa)  the  paMoued 
Burke.  He  venerated  tbe  lalcBtB  of  tbat  diatt»^ 
guisbed  omtor  as  highly  as  any  nmu.  Ha  bald 
also  in  high  respect  the  memory,  and  talcMs.  aad 
virtues  of  the  imaoital  Chatham  |  but,  Mghly  as 
be  esteemed  the  memories  of  thoae  illastnoBS 
statesmen,  Mr.  T.  said  that  ibey  woaJd  mUkr  aw 
disparagement  by  a  coamarisea  with  tbe  imunt^ 
ul  Sidaey.  Mr.  T.  preferred  to  draw  bta  prnol- 
pies  from  tbe  htktr  of  tba  chorcb-^fraiBL  the 
maa  who  bad  Allien  a  nnityr  in  ^e  oaaaa  i^ 
freedom*— who  bad  cooaeomtad  his  prinoiples  by 
bis  blood- "from  tbe  fbuatata  from  wbioh  baa 
flowed  tba  vary  priaciides  of  die  very  CoBscitu*^ 
tioo  under  which  we  acL 

Mr.  T.  mid  tbat  he  should  vote  for  a  repeal  «if 
tbe  compensation  law.  He  knew  it  to  be  the 
wish  of  biseonstltuenu  tbat  it  should  be  rapeuM. 
He  mid  tbat  he  bad  bad  a  fair  apportuoitj  of 
knowing  their  wishes ;  tbat  be  was  fneh  mm 
their  bands.  Ho  upas  not  disposed  to  bold  u^  bia 
constituenu  in  the  ridicoloos  light  in  whiob  some 
gentlemen  had  rapreseated  theirs.  He  said  he 
bad  too  much  reniect  for  them  to  do  ao.  His 
constituents  bad  looked  to  tbe  large  oatioaal 
debt-^tbey  thought  it  required  redMttou— -that 
economy .  was  necessary.  They  saw  the  tax- 
gatherers  dispersed  through  tbe  oouutry.  They 
could  not  bo  made  to  understand  why,  at  a  time 
tbat  reueacbment  was  neeessary.Congreaa  should 
have  iacreased  their  wi^ses.  It  was,  said  Mr. 
T.,  vain  to  tell  them,  as  soase  gentlemen  u^o 
had  been  very  nice  at  calculatioB  had  made  it 
appear,  that  each  of  them  had  only  to  bear  ao  ad- 
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titioami  Iwrdw  of  1^  ceDta.  Tbe  ftiiswcr  wi« 
It  k»iit}:  Th«f  said,  and  bad  a  right  to  say  to 
f on,  take  tiw  prntara  fron  off  oat  sboolders,  we 
!eel  tiie  wcig ht  of  it  $  take  tlie  bofdea  from  off 
mr  bi^Ei,  tMO  tilce  it  from  off  yoar  own  baeki. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  tbty  weot  farther.  Aklioafh 
hey  did  not  bolleYe  that  thia  Ooagrem  was  eor- 
opt,  they  fesatded  yoaas  taltiog  a  bad  example. 
Phey  looked  forward,  md  he.  to  distant  and 
Qore  eonwpi  ttmei.  when  wiehed  men,  profiting 
ly  thi»  aaample,  might  rate  themaelvae  ample 
brtunefl,and  then  laugh  at  the  people.  I  repeat, 
aid  Mr.  T.,  that  my  eaastitiMnto  did  not  think 
hb  body  eorrvpi  for  baring  pasatd  thta  law. 
Phay  looked  heia,  ha  8aid,aad  mw  men  who  had 
evoted  Ybatr  yoath  to  tiha  serriee  of  their  oowh 
ry,  and  who  had  growa  atd  at  the  helm  of  the 
essel.  They  taw  among  yoti  many  who  had 
od«  oat  in  aeavrity  the  botiteraiw  atorm  of  faa- 
iott  and  of  party,  and  had  aToided  the  whirlpools 
hat  had  cfareatened  to  swallow  ap  yon  and  them, 
rhey  looked  to  tha  Md,  and  saw  many  of  yaa 
rish  yoar  bneaatt  expaaed  to  reeeifa  the  light- 
ing era  it  Ml  on  tha  bosom  of  ya«r  aovntry. 

My  eoaatttaaoti,  I  repeat  it,  sir,  did  not  dia- 
raet  yoor  pafriotism,  hot  they  strongly  dtsap- 
foved  yoor  ooarae.  It  was  aot  far  him  to  tir 
pfreiato  the  eorreetaeas  of  tbetr  opiahms;  it 
raa  enoog^  for  hkn  that  ha  hoew  their  witt,  to 
ease  hiaa  ta^  obey  it.  Mr.  T.  declared  tbat  he 
roold  Tote  for  a  repeal  of  thaiaw,  to  ttke  effem 
rom  tha  itst  of  the  sassiaa,  and  that  he  hoped 
;  woald  pam  in  that  form* 

Mr.  QaoavmoK,  of  flew  York,  apolagiaad  to 
he  Moaea  for  lismg  at  so  late  aa  hour.  [It  was 
•St  4  o'ckak.]  He  said  ha  had  ahandooad  bis 
atensioB  10  address  iha  Hoase  vpon  the  qaeation 
elore  theai,  and  be  shoold  aat  hare  resamiad  it 
It  the  mere  pat  pose  of  diseassing  tha  merits  of 
He  bill  of  last  session,  now  proposad  to  be  vcpeal- 
d.  The  tnerto  of  thai  measare  appeared  to  him 
>  have  beca  ably  and  amply  examined.  SeTeral 
entlemeii  bad  triumphantly  rindieated  the  law. 
imong  tbem,  Mr.  Q.  said,  ha  had  heard  with  pe- 
irttar  satia&elion  the  able,  maaly,  and  Constita- 
ional  spaaahtrf  tha  baawVabie  gentlamaa  from 
loath  Carolina,  (Mr.  CALBwm.)  [Mr.  Q.  paused 
.  momeat,  when  be  pracaeded.j  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
rill  not  be  resmhiad,  no  barriers  shall  exist  wbieh 

wtti  aot  leap  aver  for  the  porpase  of  offering  to 
hatgaatlaaMm  avy  thanks  for  the  judiciaos,  inde- 
lendeot,  aad  national  eoame,  which  be  has  por- 
lued  in  this  Hoase  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
Mrticularly  upon  the  subfaot  now  before  us.  Let 
he  honorable  gentlamaa  eontiaoe  with  the  same 
nanly  iade|wodence,  alocriT  from  party  Tiews, 
md  local  prejudices,  to  parsoe  the  great  interests 
if  his  eoaatry-*-aaa  folffl  the  higb  destiny  far 
Rfbich  it  is  manifest  he  was  born.  The  buxz  of 
popular  appiaasa  may  not  cheer  him  on  his  way, 
BUI  he  will  iaeritably  arrif«  at  a  high  and  happy 
eleration  in  the  riewef  his  ooaatryand  tbewarld; 
lad  to  those  who  sarrandar  their  conscience,  their 
indgmeat,  and  their  independence,  at  the  shrine 
of  popolair  capriae  and  claaior,  he  shall  finally 
hold  ibe  same  niatiaa,  that  the  eagle  in  bis  tow- 


ering ffight  holds  to  the  ffrafalliag  bmoard.  No 
gentleman  had  been  bold  enoagh  to  aacouater  kk 
argnment  of  yesterday.  No  gentleman  could  en- 
counter  it  without  a  sore  prospect  of  discomfiture. 

It  is  onneoessary  to  add,  said  Mr.  Q.,  that  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman  in  all  his  views  of  the 
propriety',  importaace,  and  neoessity  of  the  bill  of 
last  session. 

It  is  perfectly  notorious,  hardly  a  ffentlamaa, 
be  he  for  or  against  that  bill,  has  denied  that  an 
iacreased  par  to  the  menabers  of  Caagress  was 
essential  to  dieir  comfort  and  support.  By  tha 
depreciation  of  the  coin,  the  aid  per  diem  pay  had 
sunk  to  half  its  original  ▼alua--sad  the  bill  of  last 
session  did  not  restore  the  present  members  ta  an 
equality  of  compensationi  with  th^  who  wafa 
here  in  the  first  years  of  oor  Constitatiaa.  Nar 
can  any  gentleman  who  has  experienced  tha  a«- 
pcnses  of  a  temporary  residence  at  the  Capitati 
pretand  for  a  moment,  that  tha  aompaaaalioii 
of  last  sessioa  is  a  krish  allowanee,  for  seryiaae 
of  gaotlcmeB,  under  circamstanaes  like  ihnm 
wbieh  surroaad  tha  members  of  this  Honsa. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  view  of  tha  sabjeet  eiolK 
into  iaaiynifieaoae,  whan  compared  with  another, 
first  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from  Loniiiaapi, 
{Air.  RoMataaii,)aBa  aaforead  by  tha  gentlemaa 
from  Sooth  Carolina, 

The  parity,  dignity,  and  indanaadaoce  of  this 
House,  the  iotarent  and  safety  or  the.  people,  tlai 
durability  and  spirit  of  tha  uoverttment,  all  d»- 
maadad  an  ia<iteased  compensation. ' 

Talents,  iategrity,  and  poUtieal  exjierieBca,aaB 
be  kept  on  this  "9001  only  by  something  like  a  la- 
muneration  for  the  ser viosa  of  thoea  who  pomam 
tham.  Not,  Mr.  Spaaber,  a  fall  raasaaeratia*; 
hot  sach  a  rauFard  as  will  enable  the  possessore  ai 
them,  withoat  becoming  *'  worse  than  infidalt/' 
to  devote  them  to  tha  good  of  the'caoatry. 

iB  it  not  trnpariant  to  the  existence  of  the  Gov- 
arnment,  to  thie  safety  of  tha  people^  that  taleola, 
integrity,  indapendence,  aad  political  axperieaaai 
should  be  placed  aad  continued  herel  Look  at 
the  power  aad  patronage  of  the  Exaeotire«  Arm- 
ies, navies,  revanoes,  with  all  their  hosts  of  da- 
pendants,  with  the  whole  civil  liat  of  offteers  and 
salaries  I  With  these  mighty  iosttamants  of  ia- 
fluence  and  power,  the  Bxeoative  pervades  aad 
iafiuances  the  whole  Repablie.  And  the  eyes  tf 
every  ambitioas  aad  aspiring  man  must  be  ele- 
vated abave  this  House,  to  Execativa  favor,  as  tke 
object  of  all  his  hopes  aad  all  his  exertions. 

Well  have  gentlemen  said,  that  to  resist  aad 
render  harmless  this  flood  of  palronage  and  ia* 
finance^  the  people  can  look  only  to  this  Hauae. 
it  is  through  this  House  the  Treasury  muat  be 
watched  aad  protected  from  abose»  By  than 
House  only  can  the  people  exercise  the  power  of 
impeachmeat.  Through  it  only  can  the  miaions 
of  patroaage,  the  instruments  of  oppression,  be 
seized  and  dragged  to  the  public  iribunaly  and  pun- 
ished for  their  ofieoeea.  And  here,  too,  and  bene 
only,  can  the  great  source  of  all  power  and  pat- 
roaage, the  Bxeeotive  himself,  be  arraifued  aad 
punished  for  abases  of  his  power,  for  injucits  to 
the  people. 
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Can  it  then  be  wise  to  decade  this  House  ? 
Okn  it  be  safe  for  the  people  to  shatter  in  pieces 
tbeir  own  shield  and  bockler?  To  wither  the 
mrm  that,  in  their  eanse  and  their  defence,  must 
'wield  the  sword  of  justice  and  of  punishment? 

Can  it  be  for  their  safety  to  place  the  compen- 
sation of  the  members  on  a  footing,  which  will 
render  this  House  a  receptacle  for  the  rich  and  the 

Eowerfttl  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  unprincipled 
onters  after  Executive  farors  on  the  other ;  and 
infallibly  exclude  from  its  walls  all  in  those  mid- 
die  walks  of  life,  where,  in  this  country,  talcotS| 
•knowledge,  and  political  experience,  though  not 
exclusiTely,  are  most  generally  found  7 

What  must  Onally  result  from  such  a  policy  ? 
Why,  sir  jhis  Hoose  will  become,  as  the  Com* 
mons  of  Koffland,  a  mere  step  in  the  ladder  of 
mmbition — a  barren  bough,  on  which  the  birds  of 
foul  omen  will  rest  for  a  moment,  only  to  take  a 
new  flight  to  the  higher  regions  of  ofllce  and  pat- 
ronage ;  while  those  who  shall  remain  will  con- 
stitute a  mass  of  inert  matter,  receiving  motion 
and  direction  from  the  hand  which  the  Bxecntive 
shall  set  apart  to  manaseit. 

And  then,  instead  of  constituting,  as  was  ori- 
ginally intended,  a  mound  a^inst  the  flood  of 
-patronage  constantly  flowing  into  the  great  Exe- 
cutive reservoir,  it  will  itself  plunge  into  the 
stream ;  and  aid  to  swell  and  give  force  and  vio- 
lence to  the  current,  which  will  sweep  away  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Sir.  upon  a  question  in- 
volving, as  in  my  conscience  I  believe  this  does,, 
-such  cooseouences,  I  will  not  descend  to  the  cal- 
culations of  shillings  and  pence.  Every  dollar, 
within  reasonable  reward  and  compass,  bestowed 
•n  the  members  of  this  House  by  tne  people,  will 
add  only  to  the  patronage  of  the  people.  It  will 
render  less  attractive  the  glittering  baubles  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive ;  and  by  inereasinff  the 
diffoity,  independence,  and  strength  of  this  House, 
wiU  render  it  forever  inaccessible  to  the  sappinos 
and  minings  of  Executive  patronage,  and  to  the 
•open  assaults  of  Executive  power. 

I  have  heard  It  objected,  that,  if  the  compensa- 
tion for  services  here  be  increased,  men  wttl  seek 
a  seat  in  the  House,  merely  from  a  base  love  of 
the  emolument.  Sir,  it  is  a  vulgar  and  gross 
error,  to  suppose  that  men  in  general  seek  for 
high  office  and  political  power  from  any  sort  of 
resard  to  the  pitiful  pecuniary  rewards  with 
which  it  is  attended.  This  is  the  passion  of  un- 
derlings only,  of  the  base  and  grovelling  spirits 
who  are  without  any  real  love  of  fame  or  glory, 
and  this  is  the  imputation  which  they  justly  seek 
to  fasten  on  each  other.  But  it  never  can  attach 
to  the  genuine  statesman  of  our  Republic,  nek 
to  any  who  aspire  to  be  ranked  among  its  states- 
men. 

If  the  compensation  to  members  be  placed  on 
an  honorable  and  competent  footing,  the  doors  of 
this  House  are  opened  to  such  honorable  and  as- 
piring citizens ;  and  the  men  of  base  and  grovel- 
ling spirit,  who  seek  a  seat  here  for  the  paltrv 
pittance  of  emolument  by  which  it  is  attended, 
will  stand  no  chance  in  the  competition.  No,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  objection  is  not  substantial ;  it  re- 


coils upon  the  objector.  It  is  o»iy  1»y  rednci^ 
the  revrard  for  service  so  low,  as  to  leave  men  d 
character,  and  honor,  and  indiependeaee,  and  sci- 
ence, no  decent  support  at  the  Capiiol,  that  yot 
can  close  the  doors  of  this  House  upsa  iheoL 
Such  men  are  then  driven  from  the  politiealiield, 
and  the  purse-proud  nabobs  on  the  one  hand,  aad 
the  ignorant  noisy  fawninff  syeophaots  of  power 
on  the  other,  for  whose  tiuents  and  aerviccs  the 
lowest  compensation  may  be  a  high  leaaaaerttica, 
will  pour  into  this  House  without  ehaek  or  com- 
petition. 

Another  objection  has  been  repeatedly  tA- 
vanced.  Increase  of  compeasatUMi  teadi^  it  ii 
said,  to  render  the  Representative  iBdcpeaaeatef 
the  people  and  nnfiutlual  to  their  iatetcats.  Tbii 
objection  soppoees,  ia  him  who  makes  it,  a  toiii 
ignorance  of  the  theory  of  our  Gk>vammenL  h 
not  every  member  periodically  reduced  to  a  letsl 
with  the  people  ?  And  can  he  a^atn  rise  but  by 
the  will  of  the  people  t  This  is  his  deaeadeaee ; 
and  whether  be  receives  six^or  sixteen  aoUmnper 
day,  it  can  have  ao  conceivable  taflncaee  opon 
that  depeadeace.  He  holds  his  seat  by  the  tenure 
of  good  behaviour.  And  singolar  tadeedis  the 
notion,  that,  in  proportion  as  yoo  inereaaehispay 
and  render  his  seat  valuable,  he  will  flad  tadoee- 
ments  to  neglect  his  duty  and  insure  its  ibrfeiture. 

But  Mr.  U.  said  the  meriu  of  the  bill  had  been 
amply  discussed  by  others.  He  would  pursue 
that  topic  no  farther. 

He  had  risen  almost  entirely  to  examine  ano- 
ther doctrine,  which  had  become  esaeatially  con- 
nected with  the  subject;  a  doctriae  which,  if  it 
were  sound  and  Constitutioaal,  wroald  iadeed 
render  all  arguments  upon  the  maia  questioB 
worse  thaa  useless.  It  had  beea  distiaetly  an- 
nounced by  several  gaaiiemeo  ia  the  eoorse  of 
the  debate,  who  had  voted  for  the  law  o/  tiie  last 
session,  that,  although  their  minds  remaioed  un- 
changed as  to  the  justice  and  policy  of  tbe  law, 
they  should  now  vote  for  the  repeal,  bcoauoe  they 
were  instructed  to  do  so  by  their  eoaauioaats. 

Others  had  declared,  that  dkey  considered  the 
voice  of  the  people  agaiast  the  law,  and  this  tkcy 
considered  as  tantamouat  toacommaad  or  in- 
struction, which  they  were  bound  to  obey,  with- 
out considering  the  reascMiablencas,jnstiea|Or  p6^ 
icy  of  that  command  or  instruction. 

The  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  TTLua,) 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  has  not  kaattated  to 
repeat  this  doctrine  in  the  broadest  terms,  aad  lo 
press  it  earnestly  upon  the  House. 

This  position  is,  that  the  people,  Ut  distrtets, 
in  Stales,  and  throughout  the  Union,  have  dis- 
tinctly decided  the  qoeslioui  hare  commanded 
the  repeal,  aud  we  are  bound,  by  our  CoaatitotiM 
and  the  nature  of  Government,  to  obey  their 
commands. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentleman  be  correet,  if 
iht  fact  and  the  ia»  be  iadeed  as  he  stated,  what 
a  spectacle  of  singular  folly  has  this  Houm  ex- 
hibited during  the  whole  week.  Wa  have  hem 
gmvely  discussing  the  merits  of  a  menaure  aliesdy 
decided  by  the  Ck»nstitudonol  and  eonapeieat  an- 
thority.    riay,  the  hoaorable  gentli 
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in  Ihe  speech  which  ha  hu  just  doted,  has  pe- 
lentcd  his  fall  share  of  this  iDcongriioiis  speclaele. 

Has  he  aot  pressed  upon  as  the  propriety  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law  on  its  own  demerits  1  How 
Joes  he  reeeneile  that  with  this  doctrine,  which 
leaves  os  no  right  to  ezamiBe  its  merits  ?  He  first 
iresaed  apon  us  a  doctrine  which  deprires  as  of 
ill  Tolition  or  free  agenojr,  and  then  spent  a  full 
lalf  hoar  in  inqniry  with  os  as  beings  hariog  a 
ight  to  Tolition  aod  free  agency  in  »ror  of  the 
'epeaL 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  deny,  I  wholly  deny,  that  ia 
he  natare  of  a  representalire  Uoreromem,  io 
he  spirit  of  oor  system,  or  in  oar  Gonstitution, 
me  principle^  reasoo,  or  proTision  can  he  found, 
m  which  this  doctrine  of  the  right  to  vutrud 
n  the  people,  and  the  obligation  of  eoch  instruc- 
ion  on  tne  Representatire,  can  rest  for  a  lao- 
neot.  It  matters  not  to  me  what  form  of  m- 
ttrucHon^  gentlemen  may  designate ;  whether  in 
i?ritiDg  or  by  parol ;  whether  by  the  people  of 
listrictSy  of  States,  or  of  the  whole  nation.  They 
laye  no  Constitutional  power  to  fetler  the  free 
vill  of  the  Reptresentatire,  or  to  control  his  jadg- 
nent^his  conscience,  or  his  independence,  in  any 
he  highest  or  the  lowest  act  of  legislation. 

If  such  a  right  exists  in  the  people,  and  such 
m  obligation  on  the  Represenutire,  they  most 
le  somewhere  defined.  And  where  wonld  geo- 
lemen  search  for  them  ?  Surely  not  in  the  jU- 
ons  of  cosmopolites,  not  in  the  Itcentions  fictions 
»f  the  French  rerolutionary  school,  nor  in  the 
nrritten  and  unwritten  creeds  of  jacobins  and 
lespots  throoghont  the  world.  The  statesmen  of 
mr  ReTolotioa  trusted  their  rJ^rhts  to  no  such 
)erishable  and  uadefined  securiuee.  No,  sir,  we 
nust  find  them  in  that  instrument  where  the  na- 
nre  of  our  whole  system  of  Goremment  is  de- 
ineated ;  where  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the 
)owers,  prerogatives, -and  duties  of  every  depart- 
nent  of  our  Gorernment  are  granted,  ddoned, 
ittd  secured;  in  the  Constitution  and  in  no  other 
nstrument  under  Heaven.  Let  gentlemen  then 
nm  with  me  to  the  Constitution.  The  analysis 
thall  be  abort  to  demonstrate,  not  only  that  in 
ill  its  sections  not  a  trace  of  this  doctrine  of  in- 
struction can  be  foiud,  hut,  also,  that  it  is  wholly 
^posed  to  the  fnodamental  principles  of  the 
Government  therein  delineated. 

The  people  were  the  sovereign  of  this  country. 
From  them  emanated  all  the  powers  of  Qovcrn- 
ment.  This  is  now  the  settled  doouioe  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  he  most  be  a  madman  or  an 
idiot  in  this  Republic  who  would  dispute  it. 

The  sovereiga  people  met  in  convention  to  or- 
ganize a  Qovctnment  which  should  secure  the 
rights  and  prosperity  of  the  whole.  What  was 
the  frame  and  nature  of  the  Government  which 
they  formed  ?  I  enter  not  into  the  deuil  of  its 
new  and  complicated  machinery.  I  speak  of  its 
ffeoeral  divisions,  its  broad  and  essential  features. 
They  surrendered  to^  and  divided  among,  certain 
officers,  created  by  themselves,  certain  portions  of 
their  sovereign  power*  And  this  is  the  language 
in  which  they  expensed  that  grant  and  tMt 
division: 


"AU  legiristive  powem  herein  grsntsd  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  8Utfls,  which  shall 
consist  of  a  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representativss." 

«  The  executive  power  shsli  be  vested  in  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  of  America." 

'*  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Statse  sbsli  be 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Conrt,  aild  such  other  inferior 
courts  as  Congress  shell  from  time  to  time  estoblish." 

"Legislative  power"  is  the  power  to  make 
laws--**  judicial  power"  is  the  power  to  construe 
and  interpret  those  laws— snd  "executive  pow- 
er" is  the  power  to  execute  them. 

Here  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  sovereign,  legit- 
imate "  voice"  of  the  people— here  the  great  and 
obligatory  instructions  which,  and  which  alone, 
the  officers  of  this  Republic  are  bound  to  obey. 
The  members  of  this  House  and  the  Senate  are 
"instructed"  to  make  the  laws;  the  judges  are 
"  instructed"  to  interpret,  and  the  President  to 
execute  them.  Does  not  tbe'po  wer  of  legislation 
imply,  of  necessity,  volition,  free  ajgency — the 
right  to  make  the  law,  or  not  to  make  it,  as  the 
legislator  shall  deem  expedient  1 

Shall  I  be  told  that  the  legislative  power  is 
vested  in  a  body,  which,  in  every  act  or  legisla- 
tion, is  legally  subject  to  be  arrested,  defeated, 
controlled,  and  absolutely  governed  by  another, 
a  distinct  and  a  paramount  Constitutional  power? 
As  well  mav  gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  power 
over  life  ana  death  is  vested  io  the  gallows  and 
guillotine,  and  not  in  the  judge  and  ezecui  inner; 
as  well  may  they  tell  me  that  the  power  of  legie- 
laiion  is  vested  in  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  or 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  because  their  signa* 
tures,  made  under  the  entire  control  of  Congress, 
are  requisite  to  give  validity  to  every  law.  No, 
if  this  doctrine  be  true,  then  is  the  Constitution 
a  filo  dc  ee.  For  it  has  granted  a  power,  and 
rendered  it  idle  and  nugatory,  by  reserring  a 
right  absolutely  and  essentially  repugnant  to 
the  grant;  it  has  vested  in  Congress  an  absolute 
power,  which  essentially  continues  to  reside  in 
the  people,  by  them  to  oe  exercised  through  the 
medium  ot "  instructions,"  and  Cons ress  becomes 
in  every  act  of  legislation,  instead  of  a  legislative 
body,  a  mere  passive  instrument,  like  the  clerk 
who  encrosses  the  bill, or  the  pen  and  parchment 
with  which  it  is  recorded. 

Sir,  this  reasoning  applies  with  equal  force  to 
every  department  of  our  Government — to  the 
Judicial  and  Exeoutire  equally  with  the  Legis- 
lative ;  and  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  not 
only  is  the  Legblature,  but  the  Judicial  and  Ex- 
ecutive power  are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  hands 
of  the  people.  If  the  people  hft  ve  indeed  reserved 
to  themselves  a  power,  rendering  thus  nugatory 
and  wholly  insumcient  the  powers  they  have  ex- 
pressly granted,  that  reservation  must,  by  every 
rule  of  fair  construction^be  expressed  and  not 
implied.  In  what  page  of  the  Constitution  does 
the  gentleman  find  any  such  reservation  ?  From 
what  article  or  section  will  he  read  me  anything 
like  a  right  reserved  to  the  people,  either  directU 
or  indirectly,  to  legislate,  to  judge,  or  to  execute? 
If  there  be  any  such,  let  it  be  distinctly  brought 
to  the  eye  of  the  House.    There  is  none  to  be 
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Hjoa^*  U  wooid  1mt»  vtatevd  its  fiiir  iMf«t,  for 
it  wwld  hvve  attwniited  n  abMmlitf ,  io  fram 
and  reltin  by  the  same  instnifneiK  tire  tmme 
power  aad  authority  to  secure  a  ngfat  hi  the  tia- 
tare  of  thiogs  incapable  of  etecttthm. 

But  if  no  such  right  was  reserved ;  if,  bjr  the 
Constitution,  the  whole  power  of  legislating,  judg- 
ing, and  executtag  was  granted,  will  genilemen 
say  that  the  people  hare  reroked  the  grant  ?  1 
call  ft>r  the  instrument  of  reToeatioo.  I  will  ncM 
accept  the  coasts  and  harangues  with  which  the 
4th  of  July  meetings  may  hare  frighted  honor* 
aUe  gentlemen.  I  will  not  accept  those  indecent 
resolutions  which  interested  demagogues  may 
hare  j^rsuaded  their  knots  of  |)artisans  to  adopt 
at  their  electioneering  oottYentions.  Nor  will  I 
reco^tse  the  officious  tntermeddtings  of  State 
L^sUrtores  upon  a  subject  with  which  they 
haTe  no  Constitoii^nal  concern.  1  call  for  a  re- 
Tocation  of  these  iprants,  not  carried  by  acefama- 
tion,  but  made  and  executed  in  the  manner  which 
the  people  themselves  have  prescribed.  If  no 
such  revocation  can  be  produced,  the  grants  re- 
main in  full  and  valid  force,  and  the  several 
branches  of  our  Qovemment  continue  to  hold, 
exclusively,  and  without  the  particijiation  of  any 
power  on  earth,  the  iadependeot  right  to  legist 
late,  to  judffe,  and  to  execute.  This  right  they 
have  solemnly  sworn  to  execute;  and  to  surrender 
it,  even  to  the  people  themselves,  would  be  as 
clear  a  violation  or  the  Constitution  as  an  at- 
tempt to  transfer  it  to  an  aristocracy  or  a  mon- 
archy. They  cannot  surrender  it  without  re- 
solving the  Ctovemment  into  its  original  ele- 
ments, nor  can  the  people  violendy  resume  it 
without  prostrating  the  Constitution  of  their 
country. 

Agamst  these  conclusions  I  know  gentlemen 
will  exclaim  with  much  apparent  surprise  and 
horror.  The  gentleman  from  VIrgiDia  (Mr.  Tv- 
Lin)  has  already  done  so.  What,  he  asks,  are 
not  the  people  the  creator,  the  Representatiye  the 
creature  7  The  former  the  master,  the  latter  the 
servant  ?  Aod  is  the  creature  independent  of  the 
creator — the  servant  above  the  master? 

Sir,  by  the  use  of  names  nothing  is  proved ; 
and  an  argument  resting  alone  on  such  a  basis 
hardly  deserves  examination  or  answer. 

But,  if  an  answer  be  necessary,  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Constitution.  The  objection  implies,  that 
if  the  peo^e  may  not  instruct  with  obligatory 
force  the  Kepresenutive,  he  is  independent  of 
the  people.  This  notion,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  founded 
on  a  total  misconception  of  the  theory  and  nature 
of  our  system ;  it  supposes  that  the  checks  upon 
the  abuse  of  power  by  their  rulers,  retained  by  the 
people^  was  a  right  at  all  times  to  interfere  with 
all  their  acts,  and  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of 
aU  their  powers  and  duties.  Widely  and  totally 
distiitct  from  such  a  system  is  the  actual  plan  of 
our  QoVeroment.  I  have  already  remarked,  that 
the  sovereign  powers  of  Qovernment  were  dele- 
gated in  distinct  portions  to  different  and  distinct 
rulers. 

But  the  people  well  knew  the  tendency  of 
power  to  corrupt  its  possessora*— to  degenerate 
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mpiiOBs,  afcmes,  and  opprcarioaa  m  tfwir  nIeM, 
they  resolved  to  hold  io  their  «wtt  inads  ehceb 
the  most  efleetoal,  seeoritiuB  the  SMMt  povetfii, 
which  were  eonsisient  with  tlie  natSMei  ihesys* 
tern.  These  checks  and  foards  consisisd  in  At 
direct  and  indirect  reapoosihiKty  mi  the  nkn 
coatiniiallv  or  periodioaily  to  tlie  poaaliL  then- 
selves.  Thoe  the  fudges  are  eonatmntfy.  thoaf^ 
indirectly,  respooaible  to  the  pegyfa  far  all  tUi 
judicial  conduct — they  are  subject  mt  all  times  u 
Hnpcaehmeat  bv  this  House,  the  ioumediatt  lep- 
reseutatives  of  me  people. 

The  Presideat  is  rcepemlvle  vwrnrj  fomh  yeu 
directly  to  the  people  for  he  thea  itrnfirailii  is 
their  level,  and  depends  mpoa  their  wiU  for  a  » 
Ovation.  Bat  ae  that  dependence  sa  Kit  diieet, 
he  is  also  oenstantly  sahjiset  aa  paaiaboMnt  Isr 
miseooduet  hy  fm^oioliflBent  at  tkm  iastaaee  ef 
this  House. 

The  members  of  the  Senia  are  perioiiieBiir, 
though  iadireetly,  respoosihlia  to  i4e  aeep« 
through  their  0taee  Lqgisbcaiea. 

The  memheas  of  this  " 
year  responsible  directly  to  ti»  peapie.  '  At  thac 
short  period  they  aiak  into  the  great  poMtc  mass, 
and  their  official  eomloei.  stripped  ii  all  advea- 
titious  aids,  lies  uaeeiled  and  aahad  aa  che  »- 
spection  o#  the  pcoplar  Caa  the  wisiaai  of  nan 
eootriTe  a  BMre  peifoct  aaearity  agaiBM  ail  dsa*- 
gerotts  ahuse  of  pow^rl 

The  immedtate  Repteacaiaxives  of  the  peonl^ 
Menaially  brought  before  the  people,  strippea  ui 
all  pewe^  and  wholly  depeadeat  oa  their  will  fee 
eoatittuea  ofBeial  eaiateaeci  The  Ifareeative, 
every  fovrth  year,  sahjeaied  to  the  aaaa  fesaoa* 
sibility,  and  the  same  dejMMieace.  while  bo&  he 
and  every  judge  are  reqionsihie  for  their  caaduet 
through  the  right  of  impeaciuneat  vested  ta  t^is 
House.  This,  air,  is  the  true  tktmr  aad  afjim  of 
oar  representative  Gevenimeat.  Respoaaibilfty 
for  eoaduQt,  not  oantiol  over  it,  while  ia  afiee, 
is  the  real  secret  of  our  safety* 

This  is  the  grsat  and  active  pruMiple  wkieh 
pervades  oar  Constiiatiofl,  aad,  like  giaritatiaa  la 
the  great  eolar  system,  ecmiaes  cneh  hady  to  Jia 
orbit,  regulatea  the  wMe  amehiaery  of  aar  Qae«- 
ernment,  and  produeee  in  all  iu  pwu  that  order 
and  harmony,  and  perfoet  safety,  whsnii  wan  the 
great  object  of  its  crsatian* 

In  tills  euraory  view  of  tlie  auHae  af  aar  sys- 
tem u  found  a  perfoet  answer  to  tha  objeetieos 
and  exehuaatiane  of  the  hanarahle  geaileaan 
from  Virginia. 

The  Representaiive  is  not  indepandeat  e£  the 
people,  or,  if  ether  laagimge  better  pleaae  him,  (it 
pleases  not  oie,)  the  creature  is  aot  iadependeat 
of  the  creator ;  the  servaat  is  aot  ab«>va  kis  osi- 
ter.  But  his  suhordinatioa  and  dapaadenee  is 
that,  aad  that  only,  which  is  defiaad  ia  that  in- 
strument, by  adopting  wMeh  the  peaple  spoke 
him  into  exisieaee.  If  a  biennial  raaacNmb&ity, 
the  responsibility  of  a  aam  endowed  with  leaaoo, 
volitioB,  free  agency,  and  the  powar  while  a 
Representative  to  ase  theoa  aeeordio^  ta  ha  best 
judgment,  uncontrolled  by  any  pavaDaoont  aa- 
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tkerity  wbaiMem ;  caeh  asd  iaek  osl^  Mifae  de- 
peodeoee  til  any  dmte  fUieiloiiMi  by  the  sf^iric 
of  a  repfcwntatiTa  Gowrmncoc 

This  Ck>aitit8tional  fcapoattibiltty ,  the  manty 
wd  patriotic  di^eiideiice  of  a  rational  beiof  ,  the 
pfead  and  digaified  sabnitsion  of  an  American 
neeman  and  RepvesentatiTe.  to  the  only  Mrrer- 
Bign  of  hie  conotry,  is  Maliy  aabfwted  by  this 
lew  doctrfna  of  obligatory  mttruetion.  Under 
its  infinenoe,  when,  on  the  day  of  eleetion,  he 
ihnll  meet  ^e  people,  no  more  eaa  they  demand 
from  him  ertdenee  of  his  ability,  his  integrity, 
kis  fidelky  to  the  OonsCitnCloa,  and  the  interesu 
if  the  State.  ^  Hat  he  nevar  deviated  froea  onr 
iBfllnMtiona  9  Has  he  eontaftttl^  opened  his  ear 
to  every  popular  daa«t,  and  with  a  eenseienee 
saffieientiy  sapple,  and  a  spirit  snfficicntiy  ab^ 

ieet,  beat  and  bowed  to  every  blast  of  the  popu* 
irbteath  theft  has  passed  over  him?"  Gon- 
ttsteat  with  this  doetriae  of  exptess  and  implied 
nstmetion^  qaestions  of  this  charaaier  akme  ean 
le  be  rcqmm  to  aaawar. 

And  what  must  be  the  effeet  on  thecharaeter 
lad  condnat  of  this  House  9  No  hmger  will  the 
|ieat  ooasiderations  that  taAoeaee  its  eondaet  be 
*-what  is  jtet,  what  ie  expedieai,  what  is  wise, 
vhai  is  GoiaBtiiaiiona^what  do  the  ezigeneies 
>f  the  Repobiie  demsnd9  No,  in  every  aet  af 
cgialatioHy  the  HeprewntativB  mast  east  hie  eye 
amk  to  his  distrioi.  How  poiaitt  the  fioKcieal 
reathereock  now;  wbieh  way  flown  the  popa* 
at  current  f  what  ia  sbe  whim  of  mv  disbiet; 
viiat  istbevaieeof  myState;  what  is  nie  ekmor 
if  the  day  9  These  most  beeooie  the  great  ob*- 
ecta  €^  soUoftuda,  and|  as  these  questions  are  an** 
wered,  he  will  say  aye  or  no  to  every  measovsL 
liDd  tiMie  the  gieat  beaeite  of  a  Reprnseatative 
lepahllc  aie  wholly  sawiAeed.  All  the  vahie  of 
loftitieai  sefenee^eiqievieiic^  and  firmness  in  the 
lepfcaeoiatives  ia  thrown  away ;  all  the  lights 
if  si^rior  wisdom  aad  able  diseassion  are  blown 
Ntu  The  kgislator  beewnea  an  amoaaaton,  to 
le  danced  on  this  float  by  wires  to  be  held  and 
nnnnged  iff  those  aetive  aad  tnrbnleat  dema" 
(ogiies,  who^  in  sneeassion^  become  the  leaders  of 
the  people.  Oh  1  then,  iadeedi  it  shall  matter  lit^- 
^  what  ahall  be  the  eooipensation  fbr  servioes 
lere }  for  what  shall  st  matter  wha  may  ^eapy 
^hese  oha&ra?  Be  he  wise  or  be  he  foodsh )  be  he 
searaed  or  be  he  ignaraot }  with  braias  or  with- 
>Bt  braias,  it  is  all  the  sam«.  If  he  has  shiU  le 
laell  om  his  instBact«eaa,and  to  snuff  at  a  goodly 
iiBtaoca  the  tainted  gale  of  popularity  $  if  he  has 
maae  enoagh  to  nndtiatand  the  aflkmatite  fnsm 
the  negative^  aad  a  tongue  to  evjr  nye  and  no^  be 
is  araoed  eap-a<pie  for  legislation-<-he  is  rally 
Biiaiifled  to  ]petlotm  all  tbe  ilnties  of  an  instraetea 
Rapresaataiive. 

Sir,  vera  wa  to  examia^  all  the  musty  lolled  nf 
poltiieai  emidrieism ;  were  we  to  wade  through 
the  ianoaMrable  visions  of  pelitieal  dreamers 
since  tbe  flood,  to  And  that  principle  most  refMig^ 
nant  to  oar  system  ef  goverament^  most  degrad'- 
ing  to  onr  rolers,  and  most  destraeuve  to  our  pros- 
perity—-ia  my;eooeeienc%  and  on  n^  honor,  I  bo- 
lieve  wa  might  retmrn  lo  this  dootnae  of  obliga- 


tory instraction,  as  the  one  which  comhiaed  ia 
itself,  and  ia  its  eoaseqoenoee,  as  mneh  of  all 
these  qualities  as  any  other* 

But,  Mr«  Speaker,  were  this  doetrioe  te  con- 
seaant  with  tne  spirit  and  structure  ef  oar  Gbv* 
erament,  as  it  ie  repanaat  to  its  priaeiples  and 
subversive  of  its  beaeAto,  it  is  yet  whoUy  absurd, 
because  it  is  impra^icahie.  If  the  right  of  the 
people  to  instruct,  aad  die  obligation  on  tbe  Rep* 
resentative  to  obey  do  really  exists  is  it  not  very 
strange  that  we  do  not  flod  in  the  Constitotloaj 
ia  the  laws,  or  in  the  principles  of  our  tynem, 
some  method  preaented,  in  which  the  right  may 
be  exeveised,  aad  the  obligation  enforced  9  Is  (i 
not  idle  to  talk  of  a  perpetual  power  which  can- 
not be  executed  by  its  possessor,  or  of  aa  obliga- 
tion which  can,  by  no  pomible  means,  be  legally 
eaforced  9  Haw  are  tbe  people  to  exercise  this 
right  of  instruction  9  Slmll  each  district  instruct 
its  Renacjenutive  9  Some  genttemen  have  mii 
so.  But,  maj  I  ask  these  gentlemen  where,  It 
the  Constitution,  they  And  a  reeognlilon  of  suei 
a  poHiieal  divbion  as  a  district  9  ^  The  House  of 
'  ttepreseatativca  shall  be  composed  of  membem 
<  ohosea  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the 
*  several  States.^  The  people  and  the  Slates  are 
reoogaised  as  separate  and  dieiinct  political  powd- 
ers |  bat  wheve  doee  the  district  derive  any  dia- 
tinct  political  power,  to  interfera  ia  the  €k> vero^ 
oaeat  of  the  Uaion  9  Sir,  the  dbtrict  is  the  crea^ 
tara  of  a  State-  -aicated  ibr  the  eoaveaienee  df 
st^Brage-^-sob>ct,  at  aay  time^  to  lose  all  separate 
exisieaca  by  an  aet  of  the  State,  or  the  Legisla- 
twe  of  tbe  Union.  Aad  whence  do  hoaorablft 
geatleitien  desivo  another  position,  which  their 
aigaments  eleariy  imply,  that,  in  this  House,  the 
Representative  dwiadles  down  to  the  mere  agent 
of  n  distrtci  9  Fee  roysetf  I  disclaim  the  idea,  ai 
equally  unconstitutional  and  degradiog. 

When  a  nwaiher  enars  this  HalL  he  becomes 
a  Representative  of  the  people  of  this  RepobKc 
—he  beeoHMs  a  ImsUter  for  the  whole  Ameri- 
can commmity.  What  ara  bis  duties  9  Do  they 
constitate  htm  merely  theguardiao  of  his  district? 
Are  they  conflaed  to  the  little  corners  of  towct^ 
shifs  and  cenniies9  No  $  they  embrace  the  rights, 
the  interests,  and  happiness  ef  a  f  reat  Republic. 
They  <<insmre  domestic  tranquillity,  provMe  for 
'  the  common  defence,  oromote  the  general  wel- 
'  &re,  and  ascura  the  blemings  of  liberty  to  our- 
'  selves  and  owr  posterity;"  theee ara  the  sublime 
aad  comprehensive  terms  in  aiiich  the  people 
have  taught  to  all  their  Rmeseoutives  the  greKt 
daiies  of  their  statioas.  Oaa  we  possess  a  feel- 
ing and  a  ^rit  requisite  for  Che  perfdrmance  of 
tlmse  greatand  general  daiie&  if  we  comider  our- 
seltee  the  isere  Representatives  of  distinct  sec- 
tions of  the  people  9  Can  we  aet  well  for  the 
gamt  iateresie  of  the  Whole,  if  we  degrade  oor- 
mIvcs  into  the  separate  and  distinct  guardians  of 
separate  and  distinct  parts  of  the  commuuitv? 
And  yet,  If  I  understood  the  honorable  gentle- 
BMU  from  Virgmia  (Mr.  TYLaa)  corractJy,  he 
considers  himself  the  Reprasentative  of  his  dis^ 
triot alone;  for  whea  be  spoke  of  submission  to 
tastmetioas,  it  was  exckwi  vely  to  the  instructions 
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•f  the  people  of  hit  dielriel  to  whieh  he  ■Uoded. 
To  cheir  ml  he  would  eorreiider  elL  [Mr.  Ty- 
ler assented.]  O,  then,  said  Mr.  Q..  I  eonjare 
the  gentleman  to  proceed  with  the  ntmotl  can- 
tion.  Do  I  f  et  anderttand  him  eorreetlf  9  He 
would  surrender  his  judraent,  his  eonseieoeei 
his  independenee  as  a  Kepreeentattre  on  this 
floor,  to  the  will  and  instruction  of  those  who 
elected  him.  [Mr.  TTLsn  still  assented.]  Sir, 
continued  Mr.  Q.,  I  would  appeal  to  his  jndc^ 
ment,  his  heart^^to  all  his  manly  and  moral  fed* 
ioga— against  this  pernicious  theory.  Surely  he 
would  demand,,  before  he  made  the  promised  sm- 
riflce.  that  the  Toice  he  was  about  to  wonhip 
ahoold  be  that  ot  a  clear  majority.  Upon  any 
giTcn  measure — upon  the  very  measure  before 
the  House— how  can 'he  ascertain  that  majority? 
Is  there  any  method  prescribed  in  the  Constitu* 
lion  or  the  law?  No ;  he  must  watch,  and  listen, 
and  catch  the  Toice  of  his  district,  as  it  floats  on 
the  breeze ;  or  he  must  read  it,  if  he  can,  in  the 
popular  shouts  which  issue  from  partial  meetings 
and  eoDTcntions  of  the  people.  Sir.  I  have  seen 
much  of  these  popular  conTcntions;  I  i^we  seen  one 
orator  mount  the  table,  and,  as  he  dereloped  his 

Solitical  opinions  and  conduct,  I  have  seen  the 
ats,  and  the  cap^  and  the  shouts  of  approbation 
All  the  rery  heavens.  I  hare  seen  another  sue- 
eeed  him ;  and,  as  he  dereloped  opinions  and  con- 
duct exactly  opposite,  again  I  hare  seen  the  hats 
and  the  caps  bfackea  the  air,  and  the  earth  shake 
with  thunders  of  applause.  Has.  the  honorable 
gentleman  any  political  crucible  into  which  he 
may  cast  these  clamors,  and  separate  the  tnie 
from  the  false  ?  And^  then,  has  he  any  balance 
to  show  him  which  is  preponderant?  May  he 
ndt  mistake  the  importunate  clack  of  a  few 
ephemeral  noisv  insects  of  his  district,  for  the 
Toice  of  the  real  tenants  of  the  soil  9 

Sir  let  the  honorable  gentleman  beware  1  The 
sacrince  he  offers  is  not  one  of  indifferent  ralue ; 
it  is  not,  indeed,  the  blood  of  the  rictim,  but  may 
it  not  be  the  mnU  of  the  Representatire  I 

Conscience!  Judgment  I  Independence!  These 
are  offerings  too  sacred  to  be  thrown  away  on 
false  deities;  and  yet,  in  the  nature  of  thmgs, 
when  he  lays  them  on  the  altar,  he  can  hare  no 
security  that  it  is  erected  to  the  real  vox  popid^ 
the  true  god  of  his  idolatry.  But  suppose  cer- 
tainty be  fully  attainable  i  suppose  erery  Repre- 
sentatire instructed  at  all  points,  on  erery  subject 
which  comes  before  him,  what  a  babel  of  legis- 
lation would  this  House  present !  Local  preju* 
dices,  narrow  feelings^  headlong  rioience  must 
enter  this  Hall  3  and  here,  uninformed  by  discus- 
sion, unmitigated  by  sober  reflection^  ano,  in  their 
Tery  nature,  incapable  of  compromise,  wouM  be 
seen  in  disfjracefol  and  endless  collision. 

Sir,  against  principles  pregnant  with  such  par- 
tial consequences,  so  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
our  Constitution,  and  so  subreraire  of  all  the  ben- 
cflu  of  a  Representatire  system,  I  will  forarer 
enter  my  .solemn  protest;  and  I  do  it  the  more 
confidently,  because  I  do  it  after  the  example  of 
the  first  and  wisest  sutesmea  of  Bngland.  In  that 
nation  the  question  is  settled.    The  authority  of 


the  elder  Pitt,  of  Burke,  and  of  Fox,  and  «kr 
slatesuMn,  who  best  luderstood  niid  lored,  as  ihe 
friend  of  their  liberties,  the  representatire  pantf 

thesta 


gorernment,  has  plxced  the  sttiiBpof  absaii- 
ity  on  the  doctrine  ot  instruction  ;  ud,  at  ite 
da^T,  no  man  of  high  talent  and  intcgiicy  in  the 
British  Commons,  howerer  he  ninjr  plaage  into 
the  current  of  opposition,  does  annction  tbat  yrin- 
ciple.  But  it  seems  the  authority  of  Bnrke  n  of 
little  raloe  here,  because  hewns  n  peasioacr. 
What  was  the  color  of  that  great  man's  pditiai 
existence? 

Edmund  Burke  was  a  Whig  of  the  old  S^liih 
schooL  He  was  in  his  yonth  nn  cnthosiailie 
friend  of  liberty^— eren  an  intempemte  ndrecak 
for  the  rights  of  the  homnn  mce;  in  nataitr 
years^  he  was  the  steady  champion  of  the  populsr 
principles  of  his  Goremtnent,  which  coastiiete 
and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  Bnglish  natios; 
and  in  bis  old  age  be  rose  with  nil  the  nnior  ef 
his  yonth,  and  all  the  ricor  of  hb  mnuirity,  u 
rescue  the  cirillxed  world  from  that  oaonsier  of 
popular  despotism  which  rose  in  France^  was 
nurtured  on  human  blood,  and  aspiicd  to  demoi* 
ish  erery  wise,  and  free^  and  just,  and  merbfttl, 
and  holy  institution  on  the  earth.  And  when,  at 
last,  worn  out  in  the  serrice  of  mnnikind,  be  re> 
tired  to  the  bed  of  sorrow  nnd  despnir,  then,  aad 
not  till  then,  his  grateful  country  impnrted  to  him 
a  pittance,  hardly  suflieient  to  render  comfortable 
the  last  stace  of  his  joucnoy  to  the  giare.  The 
judgment  of  the  ciriiised  world  has  b^n  ao&emniy 
pronounced.  The  fame  of  the  orator,  statesman, 
patriot,  is  embalmed  in  the  gmtiiDde  of  the  lour 
quarters  of  the  globe.  His  roice  was  heard  ia 
iaror  of  the  justice  of  onr  cause,  when  we  struf- 
gled  against  British  oppression,  fie  deroted 
years  w  his  life  to  are^fe  the  wrongs  nod  dei- 
olation  of  India.  The  UBtotored  Afriean  was 
learned  to  bless  the  name  of  his  heiieihea»r; 
and  Europe  must  erer  acknowledge  that  he 
first  read  the  handwiiiing  on  the  wall  of  rero* 
Itttionary  France,  and  made  known  the  intetpiw- 
tation  thereof.  Nor  can  any  friend  of  rirtne, 
religion,  or  ciril  liberty,  deny  that,  in  the  last 
great  act  of  his  life,  when  he  raised  the  reil 
from  the  anarchy,  atnnam.  and  ambitiona  despo- 
tism of  the  Freoeh  Rerototion,  he  was,  nt  tbe 
least,  as  genuine  a  champion  of  ciril  liberty  nnd 
human  happiness  asat  any  period  of  his  existence. 
Such  was  the  man  who  preached  and  practised 
the  doctrine  I  am  ieehly  supporting.  He  preached 
and  practised  it  at  a  time,  too^  when  he  was  glow* 
ing  in  the  full  rigor  of  his  wonderful  foculuea— 
when,  in  the  British  Commons,  he  was  engaged 
in  our  cause,  and  with  a  rigorous  arm  was  duly 
beating  down  tbe  weapons  which  Bote,  and  Noitk 
and  Hillsborough,  were  aiming  at  onr  existence. 
What  authority,  merely  hnman,  can  be  atroi^er  ? 

But  an  honorable  geniieman  from  MasMcho- 
setts  (Mr.  CoHMxa)  has  told  us,  that  the  principle 
I  adrocate  is  an  English  principle;  nnd  he  has 
cautioned  us  not  to  Iwrrow  pninctpies  from  Eng- 
land. Sir,  I  would  borrow  no  political  priaciple 
from  Eagiandj  or  any  other  conntrn  which  was 
not  staoiyped  with  wisdom,  which  the  great  test 
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>f  ezperi«oee  had  not  proved  to  bo  frniMy  to 
nvii  libertjr.  Would  the  honorable  geDtlemaB 
szdade  from  our  code  furineiples  of  such  e  char* 
leter,  beeeose  tiiey  were  diseoTered  in  other  eoon- 
:rie9  or  other  ages?  If  be  wouldj  it  is  well  for 
IS  that  he  did  not  lire  in  the  earlier  times  of  our 
Aepublic.  His  zeal  and  actiTity  might  ha?e 
K>rQe  him  into  power,  and  we  micht  hare  lost 
ome  of  the  best  aad  wisest  priaeipMs  of  our  free 
tnd  happy  system  of  goremment.  Will  the  boa* 
arable  gentleman  peruse  the  bills  of  rights  and 
sonsiitutions  of  the  States  ?  He  will  there  find 
wineiples  borrowed  from  Bagland,  and  scattered 
hrough  them  all.  Nay,  will  he  open,  with  me, 
he  CoostiCutioB  of  this  Republic  1  The  trial  by 
nry  is  of  Sazon  origin ;  here  it  is  ceserred  to  the 
leople  as  their  mnd  bulwark  against  oppression. 
The  writ  of  hcieat  eorjm$  is  of  English  origin ; 
tere  it  is  eaeured  to  the  |)eople  as  tiM  grand  pal- 
adium  of  their  personal  rights  and  liberties.  The 
dea  of  an  independent  judiciary  here  perfected, 
lad  we  not  that  from  Bogiand  7 

Let  me  point  the  honorable  aentleman  to  his 
urn  State.  That  wonderful  fabric  of  human 
risdom,  the  common  law  of  Massachusetts,  nn* 
ler  the  guardian  influence  of  which  he  sleeps  in 
he  most  perfect  secority*--whence  were  its  prin* 
iiples  dertred?  Whence,  but  from  England? 
¥onld  the  honorable  gentleman  ezclude  all  these 
rom  our  code,  because  they  first  blessed  theooun* 
ry  where  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  are  buried? 
inch  was  not  the  spirit  of  our  fathers.  When 
hey  first  raised  their  roices  in  remonstrance 
gainst  the  BngUsh  ministry,  and  their  arms  in 
•attle  against  the  Eitflish  nation,  on  what  prin* 
iiples  did  ther  justify  their  conducts  on  what 
[rounds  did  they  rest  their  great  and  sacred 
ause?  Let  the  numerous  appeals  of  the  Old 
!k>ngreRS  to  America,  to  Bogiand,  and  to  the 
rorld  furnish  an  answer.  Let  that  immortal 
numeration  of  our  rights  and  our  wrongs — the 
)eclaration  of  Independence — answer  the  ques- 
ion.  Their  birthright,  was  ciril  and  religious 
iberty,  founded  on  the  principles  and  maxims  of 
he  English  law  aad  constitution.  These  were 
(rossly  and  persereringly  riolated  by  the  King, 
dtnistry,  and  Parliament.  To  secure  (he  enjoyr 
nent  of  their  birthright  ther  first  took  up  arms, 
ind  they  did  not  relinquish  them  until  the  object 
ivas  more  than  accomplished. 

The  fathers  of  our  Republic  were  educated  in 
the  Whig  school  of  Bngland.  The  great  masters 
»f  that  school  were  Loc ke,and  Sidney,  Rttssell,aod 
Hampden,  and  a  host  of  patriots  who  suffered  per- 
MCtttioQ  and  martyrdom,  for  their  political  faith. 
They  had  derired  the  spirit  of  patriotism  from 
the  ancient  Republics;  a  spirit  of  indej;)en denes 
from  the  examples  and  traditions  of  their  Saxon 
snoestors,  and  infusing  that  spirit  into  the  natural 
and  practical  principles  of  the  common  law,  thejr 
•stablished  wise  and  beneficent  maxims  of  ciril 
gorernment.  It  was  in  this  school,  in  company 
with  the  elder  Pitt,  and  Burke,  and  Fox,  and  their 
compatriots,  that  the  artifieets  of  our  system 
lemrnt  their  maxims  of  political,  ciril.  and  religi- 
ons liberty.    They  discardj^  from  tueir  .system 


the  lumber  of  the  dark  ages,  and  all  the  cnm« 
brous  tmppings  of  a  monarchy  and  a  titled  aria> 
tocracy.  They  founded  a  Republic.  But  into 
its  rery  soul  thev  infused  that  jfennine  spirit, 
and  those  essential  principles  of  ciril  liberty,  for 
which  the  illustrious  whtgs  of  England  hare  in, 
all  ages  ofiered  up  their  lires. 

Sir.  permit  me  to  add  a  few  words  upon  what 
is  called  the  "roice"  of  this  whole  people,  and  I 
hare  done. 

We  are  told,  that  the  roice  of  this  whole  nation 
has  pronounced  a  condemnation  of  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  commanded  its  repeal* 

Were  this  eren  so.  were  I  sure  it  were  so,  still 
I  would  not  obey  tnem— I  beliere.  in  my  best 

I'udgment,  in  mr  conscience,  aad  beioie  my  God, 
bekere,  that  the  law  of  last  session  was  and  isi, 
in  itself,  just  and  Constitutional,  and  most  fhrer^ 
aUe  to  the, purity,  the  independence  of  this  House, 
the  durability  of  this  Qoremment,  and  the  seen* 
rity  of  this  people.  To  no  human  "roice"  will 
I  surrender  cmioioos  thus  maturely  and  finallr  sd^ 
tied ;  on  no  human  altar  will  1  sacrifice  my  judg** 
meat,  my  reason,  and  my  conscience. 

Do  I  then  disregard  the  "  roice  of  the  people*^— 
the  "will  of  the  public?"  O,  no.  In  making 
up  my  mind  upon  almost  erery  subject  of  legisla« 
tion,  that  roice  would  hare  a  powerful  influence. 
I  would  always  riew  it  as  a  mot,  a  most  import* 
ant  fact,  entering  into  the  argument  and  the  rea^ 
sooing,  when  I  was  about  to  deoide  on  any  public 
measure*  On  many  questions  it  m^t,  on  soma 
it  eertainlj  would  be  cooclusire— not  because  it 
eontaias,  lo  itself,  any  moral,  political,  or  Consti- 
tutional authority  to  control  my  judgment/or  eonr 
duct,  but  because,  from  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  might  constitute  a  fact  or  circumstance^ 
so  important  as  to  prerail  orer  erer^  other* 

To  borroir  an  iliustration  of  my  idea  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr* 
Calhoun.)  The  question  of  declaring  or  nol 
declaring  war,  howerer  just  aad  necesaarjr  I 
might  deem  it,  would  be  a  question  of  this  kind* 
I  would  no  more  declare  eren  such  a  war  against 
the  general  roice  and  will  of  the  people,  than  I 
would  declare  it,  with  the  nation  destitute  of 
arms,  ammoaitioa.  and  money-«-and  precisely  for 
the  same  reason,  because  the  former  U  as  essen«> 
tial  to  the  success  of  a  war^  as  the  latter*  It  is  a 
question  solely  of  expediency,  not  of  Coastitn- 
tional  obligation.  But  rererse  the  propositiott: 
suppose  the  roice  of  the  people  distinctly  in  faror 
of  declaring  war,  which  I  in  my  conscience  be^ 
liered  would  be  unjust  and  ruinous  to  the  coun- 
try, should  I  rote  for  such  a  war  ?  No,  sir,  if  tlir 
roioe  of  erery  man  in  the  nation  should  thun- 
der instructions  in  my  ears,  I  would  still  say  n<^- 
I  would  struggle  for  peace  against  the  people 
themselres;  and  if  I  should  faH  in  the  struffgle, 
the  peace  of  a  good  conscience  would  afford  me 
more  real  happiness  than  all  the  plaudits  of  the 
people  could  bestow  on  him,  who  misht  rise  on 
my  ruin*  Sir  I  would  not  be  misunuerstood^  I 
am  not  one  or  tbose,  if  any  such  there  be,  who 
hold  the  political  heresy,  that  the  people  are  their 
own  worst  enefiuea.  J  beliere  tha  people  of  this 
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Rtpnblie  to  be  lovera  of  booMty,  friends  of  citiI 
order,  aad  as  well  enlightened  in  tlwir  interests, 
M  anf  people  on  enrth^^nnd  I  know  cqualif  well, 
that  th«f  always  decide  honestly,  and  when  re- 
flection, diseussioQ,  and  knowledge  precede  dtci* 
sion,  in  general  eorreetlf . 

But  I  should  bare  read  hbtory  in  Tain,  I 
should  have  lired  the  last  ten  years  of  my  life 
worse  than  in  vain,  if  I  did  not  know  how  easy 
it  sometimes  is,  to  rouse  the  popular  prejudice 
and  clamor  against  any  measun^and  particolariy 
one  of  the  efaaraeter  of  the  law  of  last  session. 
Are  geDtlemen  perfeelly  sure  chat  this  aniverssl 
vproar,  from  Maine  to  Be.  Mary's,  which  even 
yet  seems  to  be  rtnjgin|^  in  their  ears,  is  not  the 
m«e  clamor  of  prejudice,  of  ignomnee,  of  doeep- 
lioa  9  The  gentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Roan)  has  addreased  mthema  solemn  warning. 
May  not  thb  ▼iioperated  measure^  when  the  ez- 
oitemeni  of  the  hosir  shall  have  passed  away, 
become  a  favoriie  of  the  people!  Qentlemen 
ma^  read  striking  aamples  of  this  kind,  eren  in 
their  own  political  history. 

Who  has  forgotten  the  horrible  aaathemas 
which  rolled  through  the  coontry  against  the 
British  Treaty  of  l795^^et,  has  not  popular  ap- 
plaiiae  awaited  the  negotiatovs  of  that  which  we 
now  have,  every  way  inferior  as  it  is?  How 
long  is  it,  since  instructions  poured  in  from  all 
^loarters  against  a  National  Bank  1  How  long 
•inco  the  people  were  excited  even  to  frenzy  for 
its  destruction  ?  And  yet  it  has  now  become  ihe 
very  darling  of  the  people ;  the  sheet-anchor  of  the 
Treasttf  y*  How  long  is  it  since  the  Navy  was  a 
voracious  beast,  ready  to  swallow  the  Treasury  at 
a  breakfast,  to  the  great  terror  of  every  ezclusive 
patriot  of  the  nation  7  Now,  who  so  bold  to  hint 
one  word  of  disapprobation  1  I  might  mention 
aaany  other  measures.  Restrictions,  gonboats, 
embargoes,  all  received  at  their  first  appearance 
With  the  loadest  applause,  and  in  short  periods, 
acconmnif d  in  their  eziis  by  an  naivarsal  con- 
cert or  hisses  and  exeorations.  The  people  most 
think 'and  decide  twice,  nod  the  second  is  gen- 
andly  thai  of  calm  reflection  and  jodictous  de^ 


The  clamor  that  has  been  heavd  against  the 
law  of  last  session  has  not  one  attribute  of  the 
calm  enlightened  voice  of  the  people.  Had  I 
lime  10  iravewe  each.  State,  and  ezhibit  the  rise, 
^ogreea,  and  issue  of  the  cltmor  in  each,  I  think 
this  faot  would  not  be  doubted.  But  this  I  must 
^srcgo.  Yet  I  will  state  two  facts,  already  attest- 
ed by  several  gentlemen  in  the  debate,  which 
do  strongly  corroborate  my  opinion.  The  sop- 
posed  indignation  of  the  people  was  nut  at  all 
eonflaed  to  the  anthers  of  the  law.  The  clamor 
was  indiscriminate.  Those  who  oppoeed  the  law, 
and  only  because  they  received  the  pay— the  pay 
to  which  they  were  legally  and  justly  entitled, 
and  to  refuse  which,  I  should  have  deemed  the 
grossest  affectation  of  delicacy^had  their  full 
share  of  execration.  And  numbers  fell  victims  to 
this  unjust  aud  indiscriminate  rage. 

AgatD,  many  gentlemen  have  declared  that  it 
was  not  the  increase  of  compensation,  but  the 


change  in  the  form,  which  gave  ua^ngB  to  dn 
diatricts  ftom  which  they  coaao-^hnt  the  asostol 
the  clamor  we  have  heard,  was  not  a^nst  the 
amount,  but  the  form  of  the  eompeoflauoa. 

Why,  sir.  if  this  be  so,  the  sp«ctnele  is  indesi 
hklicrons.  The  adage  is  reversed;  the  moose 
has  brought  forth  the  monntaio.  In  this  view  of 
the  sobjeet.  w^  might  my  friaod  (Mr.  Huunr) 
exclaim  of  this  people,  'they  roaemhlc  occia 
iato  temoest  wrought,  to  waft  n  femihttj  or  ta 
drown  a  fly." 

Mr.  Speaker,  i  repeat,  the  settlec^  oalm,  en* 
lightened  voice  of  the  people  has  not  keen  heaid 
upon  the  law  of  last  session. 

Shall  I  be  asked,  whence  then  nil  tkis  popular 
clamor,  and  indignation  and  ezeeradott  f  It  has 
many  sources  and  nn  melons  nnaaes ;  I  will  mea- 
tioQ  two  of  the  most  pmmineBt :  There  are  many 
gentkoMn  within  tMse  walls  wlio  hnve  eeen^ied 
their  sents  too  long  for  those  who  are  waning 
without.  When  we  eame  here,  we  oU  mast 
have  left  behind  us  numerous  d^myifiies  wiio 
were  office  ezpectanu:  they  wem  laqMtient/f 
waiting  for  some  favomUe  oecasien  to  bay  yoar 
seals  and  to  succeed  to  your  places.  Htineito 
they  had  found  no  measare  flued  to  teir  lae; 
upon  aU  prominent  measvres,  the  two  great  pai^ 
ties  had  beea  divided  and  committed  aioMst  to  a 
man ;  and  to  attack  any  member  for  his  coadnet 
upon  any  of  these  measoies,  was  cure  to  enlisc  ia 
his  defence  and  support  the  paity  to  which  he 
beloaged.  The  attempt  was  too  dmpeniie  even 
for  a  fioished  demagogue.  The  law  of  last  aea^ 
sion  was  passed;  it  eras  above  all  othera  fitted  to 
became  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  ofiee  hun- 
ters to  deceive  the  people— it  was  a  measure  os* 
tensibly  peisonal  to  the  Represenmtir^  in  which 
his  interest  seemed  nhwe  to  be  oonaeoted.    ^  It 

*  took  money  from  the  people  ;  it  pot  tbm  moaej 
'  in  the  pocket  of  theKeprceenmtive;  it  was  of 

*  course  a  selish,  unjust,  aad  corrupt  Bacaaaie.'* 
Involving  no  pnHy  sympathies,  aad  appaiently 
no  national  inierettSj  how  easy  was  it  for  artfal 
men,  pretended  patriots^  to  impoea  this  view  of 
the  subject  upon  a  peopie,  himast,  ansaspieioosof 
deception,  but  always  peenliarly  sansiuve  apoei 
all  measures  of  espanditura.  In  thb  view  it  waa 
seised  by  the  eznecianu  of  office;  ia  thia  view  it 
was  widely  aad  meessaatly  peeamd  upoa  the  lad^ 
lie ;  and  to  this  narrow,  unjasty  and  wiched  riew 
of  the  measare,  palmed  upon  Ae  people,  do  I 
ascribe  much  of  the  damor  that  waa  heard 
against  it 

But  there  was  another  and  a  mora  powerfoi 
cause.  In  sev^nl  of  the  Butes,  the  eleetioas 
were  approaching.  Though  the  rage  of  patty 
spirit  had  ia  a  good  degree  subsided  in  the  Qen- 
erat  Government,  it  remaiaed  aamiiigated  ia 
these  States,  and  this  law  was  seized  upon  with 
avidity  for  the  purpose  of  inflacnoing  thoeedeo* 
lions.  Truth  compels  me  to  confess^  that  the 
party  to  which  I  beloag  were  the  first  to  eagage 
in  what  I  must  ever  deem  a  disgraceful  attempt 
to  render  the  law  odious  to  the  people,  and  to 
cast  the  odium  upon  the  friends  of  the  Admtnis- 
tmtion.    The  attack  beiag  thus  comiaencedy  the 
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idrene  ptrty  not  ooly  repelled  it,  trat  attempced 
to  carry  the  war  into  the  territonca  of  the  anall- 
lilts,  and  tlias  commeaced  a  conflict,  which  in 
its  progress  would  hare  been  really  Indicrooi, 
were  it  not  for  the  permanent  injury  it  may  have 
inflicted  on  this  Uoase  and  many  of  its  most 
nrorthieat  members.  Almost  erery  other  instra* 
aent  of  party  aoaoyanee  was  tfaromi  aside ;  all 
ither  sina  of  tba  Qof emnient  and  the  Opposiiioa 
brgotten  and  foffgireataad  the  onfortttnate  '^caai« 
leasation  bill,"  as  it  was  eaUed,  beeame  the  very 
ooc  hail  of  the  parties.  U  was  kicked  by  stamp 
orators,  bar-room  slaqf^whanoers,  by  editors  of  all 
Miriies,  by  caodidales  forall  ain4>  of  offices,  and 
Nirtisans  of  all  colors  and  capacities,  eren  gen* 
lemen  of  science  and  liberal  Tiews  aid  not  dis- 
Isin  the  sport — the  rery  boll-dogs  of  both  the 
wrties,  who  in  those  times  baye  generally  par- 
aed  game  of  higher  flaTor,  who  bare  delighted 
0  mangle  honest  sensibility,  deroar  reputation, 
md  bunt  down  talents  and  independence,  seemed 
o  forsake  ait  their  foreoer  nropenstties  to  parsae 
D  foil  cry  this  scape-^k  oi  alt  political  offences. 
The  justice,  the  expediency,  the  real  merits  of  the 
Bw  seemed  totally  out  of  the  question^  "  It  takes 
money  from  the  people ;  that  money  goes  to  the 
Representative;  it  is  pri rate  robbery  and  pub- 
lic plunder."  This  was  the  short  argument 
nd  modest  eoaclusion  of  every  party  logician. 
Lnd  which  party  has  perpetrated  the  ofience  1 
ras  the  great  ^esiAon  at  iaioe,  OimioAtioa 
nd  recrimination,  4f  nnftciation  and  cetoi^  vio* 
wee,  abtise,  and  cUMaor  iilled  the  whole  eoaa* 
ry.  Mff.  Speaker,  I  do  in  my  cooscieoee  he- 
eve,  ttet  snch  ate  the  two  piiaeipal  oaosea, 
nd  sueh  cbe  namre  and  chanMSeref  the  greatest 
art  of  that  etaoMr,  which  has  existed  againel 
!ie  law  of  ^ast  sessron— and  is  it  such  a  clamor, 
tint  an  American  Representatire  is  reqnired  to 
Brrender  his  judgment,  his  conscience,  aird  in- 
ependeoee  ?  Is  such  the  *^  Toice"  which  is  to 
rither  the  spirit  of  American  freemen,  and  de- 
rade  the  legislator  into  an  aatomaton  or  a  slave  7 
llr,  I  know  not,  and  I  care  not,  what  other  men 
uy  think  or  do,  but  for  my  single  sell,  I  would 
ooner  be  a  dog,  and  b»y  the  moon,  than  such  a 
iepresentative. 

The  qoeatiott  on  flilitig  the  btank  wish  Urn  was 
aken,and  decided  in  the  negatire— yeas  83,  nay* 
:84,asfeftlowt: 

YxAS—Messn.  Alexander,  Athcrton,  CaJhoon,  Chap- 
lell,  Clayton.  0l6«deaniii»<MghUA,  Ihi^saport,  For- 
y  th,  Gnifin,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Hepkinsea,  Irfinf 
»f  New  Yoik,  Lovett,  Marsh,  Middleton,  Mills,  Mihior, 
Coere,  Pickeriog,  Powell,  Schenck,  Shefiej,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Stnsrt,  Tate,  Thomss,  Wtrd  of  New 
fork,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Thos.  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

Nais — ^Messrs.  Adamt,  Adgtte,  Archer,  Avery, 
Saer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Ben- 
lett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Blrdaeye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Srooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnrwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Can- 
ion,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark 
>f  New  Toit,  Clarke  of  Nordi  Carolina,  Comstook, 
C/ondict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Croeheron,  Colpeper,  Dsr- 
liagton,  DeshSt  Dickens^  Edwards>  Fiadley,  Fletcher, 
Forney,  Qaslon,  Geldi  Geldsboroagb|€leodwyn,Hahn, 


Hale.  HaB.  HammoBd.  ^T*4ktt 
Hsfetor,  Hendiicb,  Hwfasf^  Heoks.  Hager,  Hnlbcri^ 
Hungsaferd»  Tnghsw,  Insin  ef  Pennjiyhraaia,  Jadcsoa, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentaeky* 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Yirmum,  Kilboum,  King,  IiSWgdon> 
Law,  Lews^  Little,  Xora,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyli« 
Lyoi^  Wm.  Maelay,  Wm.  P.  Maclaj,  Mason,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Jer.  Nelson, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thoe.  M.  Nelson,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Ormsby,  Parria,  Peter,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Root,  Roas,  Rug- 
gles,  Savage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Maryland,  SvaiHk  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong?  Sturges,  Tall- 
madge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  Sou4l 
Carolina,  Telfiur,  Townsend,  Tyler,  Voee,  Wafiaee, 
Word  of  ManachnsetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea« 
ten,  WUtsside,  WUcox,  Wilkin,  WUfiame,  WUIengli* 
by,  Wm.  Wilson,  Weodvrard,  and  Yaneey. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  CtrLnsPsn, 
to  fill  the  flrvt  blank  with  the  word  <*  nine,"  and 
the  qnestioo  being  taken  thereon,  without  dsbaiai 
it  was  determined  in  the  vegatiTe— yeas  43,  nays 
133,  as  folbws : 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Clsfytoa,  Clendennin,  Creighton,  Oulpeper,  Ds^ 
venport,  t  orsyth,  Griffin,  Oroevenor,  Henderson,  Hop* 
kinaon,  Irving  of  New  York,  Kerr  of  Yirgiais,  Lowndes, 
Marsh,  MeKee,  Middleloo,  Miller,  Milli,  Milnor» 
Moors,  Newton,  Pickering,  Powell,  Reynolds^  Boggle% 
Rcheaek,  Shefl^,  Stasith  ef  Penaqrlvaaia*  Steams^ 
Stasng,  TaggsK^  Tate,  Theiass,  Ward  of  Masaachn* 
setts,  Ward  of  New  Yatk,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Thsosai 
Wilaon,  and  Wright. 

N^xs— 'Messrs.  Adani%  Adgate,  Archer,  Avery,  Baer, 
Bsker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylsss»  Benaett, 
BetU,  Biidsall,  Biidseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradboiy, 
Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  'Cilley,  Clark  of 
New  Yozk,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Comstock,  Con* 
diet,  Conner,  Crawford,  Croeheron,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley,  Fletcher,  Forney,  Gaston^ 
Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Hshn,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Heister,  Hea- 
diicks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hnlbert,  Hnngerford, 
logham,  Irvrin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Jewett,  John- 
sen  ef  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky ,  King,  Langdoa, 
Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Lota,  Lovett,  Lnmpkla,  Lyisi 
Lyon,  WUUam  Maday,  William  P.  Maelay,  Mason, 
McCoy,  McLean,  MaOtt,  Moseley,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Hngh  Nehon,  Thomaa  M.  Nslson,  Neyes,  Gmwtn 
Parris,  Peter,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plsasants,  Randolph,  Bflsd, 
Rios,  Reane,  fe^ei,  Rosi^  Savage,  Shsspi  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Yiisinia,  Sonlhsrd,  Stuart  9tiuw 
ges,  Tallmsdge,  Tanl^  Tavlor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of 
South  Carolina,  Teliair,  Townaend,  Tyler,  Yoae,  Wal- 
lace.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wil- 
cox, Wilkin,  Williams,  WiUoughby,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Thomas  WiLsoif  then  moved  to  fill  the 
blanks,  both  as  to  the  per  diem  and  the  allowance 
for  every  twenty  miles^  travelling,  with  "eight." 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  this  question,  and 
continued  till  near  sunset,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

MoNOAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  Gastois  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Sute  of  North  Carolina,  remon- 
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stimtiQff  •gttiBst  the  act  of  Cosgrtn,  puncd  in  the 
year  1806,eatiUed  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  Scale 
of  Tenoessee  to  issue  mnu  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  descrihed,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  vacant  and  nnappropriated  lands  within 
the  same,"  and  setting  forth  (he  injastice  prac- 
tised  upon  persons  holding  grants  of  tne  said  lands, 
issaed  by  the  Sute  of  North  Carolina,  and  pray- 
ing that  the  right  of  that  State  to  perfect  titles  in 
the  territory  soath  and  west  of  Slk  Rirer  line, 
not  only  upon  the  entries  and  warrants  originally 
laid  there,  out  al^o  upon  those  laid  originally  in 
what  is  now  called  JSast  Tennessee,  may  be  con- 
firmed. And  that  a  Board  of  Commissioners  may 
be  authorized  and  appointed,  one  by  each  of  the 
States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  one 
by  the  United  States,  to  adjudicate  all  wamnis 
aad  entries  of  lands  in  question,  and  pronounce 
«pon  their  ralidity,  and  that  a  preference  may  be 
given  to  entries  and  warrants  issued  by  North 
Carolina  over  those  issued  by  Tennessee;  or  that 
the  said  act  of  1806  may  be  repealed,  so  far  as  the 
same  conflicu  with  the  rights  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina* 

The  memorial  being  read,  Mr.  Gabtoh  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  as,  from 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  it  required  the 
most  deliberate  and  dispassionate  oonsideration* 

Mr.  Camiion  moved  that  tbe  subject  lie  on  the 
table,  in  order  to  give  time  for  the  arrival  of  ma- 
lerial  information  on  the  subject,  expected  from 
the  Executive  of  Tennessee. 

After  some  discussion,  In  which  Messrs.  Qab- 
TON,  Yanobt,  and  Culpbpbr,  opposed  laying  the 
report  on  the  table,  and  Messrs.  Cannon  and 
Rbtnolds  advocated  that  course,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Qabton,  Cannon,  Yancbt,  Thomas,  Breocen- 
BioQB,  McKbb,  and  Cbbiqhton,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  petition  of 
tbe  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
American  Society  fo.*  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color,  was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
oa  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates 
to  the  African  slave  trade. 

On  motion  of  2dr.  Yangbt,  the  petition  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap* 
propriations  for  the  support  of  Qovernment  during 
the  year  1817  3  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  allot  rooms  to  the  Committees  of 
each  House,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed : 
and  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Yancbt  were  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  ''joint  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  allot 
rooms  to  the  Committees  of  each  House,"  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part.  . 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  aubmitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolttiion : 


Ttcwdnfd,  That  the  ComnisMOiier  of 
ings  be  instmeted  to  report  to  this  House  what  csam 
have  retarded  the  repairs  of  the  sontb  wing  of  the  Csf- 
itol,  and  at  what  time  its  pr^aratton  for  ^  reeeptiBa 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  may  be  reesffitaMy 
anticipated. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

Mr*  Plbabantb,  from  Che  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  net,  eatiiled 
'^An  act  authorizing  the  paymeal  of  a  aom  of 
money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others  f  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  eoyrossei  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

PETmON  OF  JAMES  WARS. 

Mr.  Plbabantb,  from  the  same  comniittee,  al» 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Ware; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  coa* 
tained  was  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. — The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

That  the  petatiflBer  sUtes  thai  he  wi 
maoi  and  accnstoned  to  get  his  living  hy  thet 
sion  until  Ae  10th  day  of  Jannaiy,  1815;  that  at  ihAt 
time  he  was  employed  by  the  Unilsd  States  naval 
storekeeper  at  New  York,  at  the  daily  wages  of  one 
dollar  and  a  hal(  in  unloading  heavy  cannon  from  oa 
board  the  sloop  General  Waahmgtony  and  then  feading 
them  on  teams,  for  the  pnrpoee  ii  transportation  to  the 
Lakes ;  that  while  executing  this  datWg  end  on  the  day 
above  mentioned,  he  was  caught  mider  a  SB-ponnder 
cannon,  which  fett  on  Us  leg  by  the  breakiag  ofm.  run- 
ner, and  eo  injured  it  that  he  was  eompeOed  to  have  it 
amputated ;  that  he  is  unaMo  to  pmsna  his  calling  of 
a  aeaftving  man,  and  is  dustitte  of  Ae  means  of  enp- 
poit,  and  ptaya  to  be  plaeed  on  the  fist  of  navy  pan- 
sioners,  or  to  be  pvovidsd  for  in  eone  other  way. 

The  committee,  on  due  conmderationof  thJeeotject, 
are  of  opinion  that  neithsr  precedent  nor  prindpls 
would  authorise  the  petitioner  to  be  plaeed  oa  the  naiy 
pension  fund ;  that  mnd  hating  been  ooosCilolad  in  a 
parUcular  way,  for  special  paiposes,  within  the  par- 
view  of  which  the  case  ef  the  petitioner  does  not  cone. 
On  the  question  of  profiding  for  the  ttse  of  the  peti- 
tioner in  some  other  mode,t^  rommittee  are  not  as 
well  qualified  to  judge  as  another  committee  of  this 
body.  From  examination  and  rellectioaa  however,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  no  provision,  by  way  ef  |>enaion  or 
in  any  other  mode,  has  been  made  by  tiie  Umted^  States 
for  persons  similarly  aitaated  w4th  the  petitioner. 
They  thersfoie  reeewmimd  to  the  Hones  dM  followiiig 
resolution: 

Eeaohtdt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitisaer  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  COIiPE2<l8ATION  LAW. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  last  session,  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  members 
of  Coocress — the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
<<  eight'' dollars  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WoooWABo,  of  South  Carolina,  said  it 
seemed  to  have  become  the  fashion  of  the  day  to 
make  this  floor  the  theatre  where  experiences 
were  to  be  exhibited.  Although  in  general  he 
was  not  very  fashionable,  he  begged  the  liberty 
of  becoming  so  for  once  until  he  ahoald  exhibit 
his  experience.  If  I  could  belie ve^  aaid  Mr.  W., 
tbe  fifteen  hundred  doUan  were  more  in  value 
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than  the  liz  lioliars  per  dav  was  ia  1789,  when 
that  Congresi  established  the  wages,  I  should  re-^ 
ally  take  coorietioo  for  having  voted  for  it,  but 
when  1  fMoilect  that  everything  the  staple  com- 
modity of  oar  coon  try  has  appreciated  to  a  treble 
amooot,  and  that  money  has  depreciated  in  an 
eqoai  degree,  I  am  still  satisfied  I  voted  for  the 
eompensatioa  last  session,  and  am  perfectly  con- 
vioced  it  would  take  two  thousand  dollars  to 
make,  the  salary  as  good  as  the  original  six  dol- 
lars in  1789.  It  will  be  recollected  there  was  no 
money  that  we  could  take,  ^it  is  true  there  were 
some  rags  maaofaetored  and  stamped,  which  we 
called  money,)  bat  it  was  not  money.  I  thought 
then  if  we  bad  depreciated  the  money  and  took 
the  value  of  the  six  dollars  per  day  in  '89,  it 
would  have  done  as  well  as  to  have  passed  the 
law  we  did. 

I  recollect,  about  the  cloie  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  Sooth  Carolina  Legislature  made  a 
scale  of  depreciation  ia  which  they  allowed  (I 
believe)  fifty-two  and  a  half  continental  dollars 
for  one  of  silver.  By  reference  to  the  records  it 
will  be  teen  that  the  tea  last  sessions  upon  an 
average  at  nx  dollars  per  day,  amounts  to  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  The  ex- 
cess added  by  this  House  last  session  is  three 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  which  is  about  one 
eeot  and  a  seventh  per  each  constituent ;  say  put 
down  one  thousand  dollars  and  then  add  one  cent 
for  each  coiutitaent,  there  beioc  thirty*five  thou- 
•aod,  make  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  take 
the  seventh  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
and  it  will  make  fifty  dollars;  add  the  whole 
together,  and  it  makes  fifteen  hundred  and  ten 
dollars.  I  cannot  believe  the  intelligent  people 
of  the  United  States  can  get  the  hydrophobia, 
neither  in  part  nor  in  whole,  for  a  cent  and  a 
seventh.partof  a  ceat. 

Mr.  Speaker,  not  aaticipatinff  that  it  was  the 
iiieation  of  gentlemen  to  raise  the  travelling  ex- 
penses, 1  voted  for  nine  dollars,  but  have  now 
Toted  against  it,  taking  eight  dollars  for  my  min- 
imom;  to  give  eight  dollars  for  travelling  every 
twenty  miles,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  day  in 
■enion,  will  make,  ia  amount,  nearly  the  fifteen 
liQodred  dollars.    If,  therefore^  that  sam  can  be 
obtained,  I  will  vote  for  the  bill  now  before  us ; 
if  it  cannot  be  obtained,  I  will  vote  agaiast  the 
whole  bill.    The  enlighteoed  of  my  constituents, 
with  whom  1  have  conversed  for  the  most  part, 
•ay  they  are  willing  the  sam  should  be  tea  dol- 
lars per  day.    Gentlemen  say  they  believe  the 
fifteen  htiodred  dollars  is  nothing  more  than  jus-, 
tice,  but  that  the  voice  of  the  people  must  be 
obeyed.  I  respect  the  voice  of  the  peonle,  and 
would  obey  it  ia  a  certaia  degree,  but  deny  the 
peopJe  have  given  any  formal  or  Constitutional 
voice  upon  the  subject.    If  those  gentlemen  (that 
•ty  the  people)  would  examine  every  individual,* 
tbey  would  find  a  majority  tbat  would  not  be 
willing  to  give  three  dollars  per  day.    I  do  verily 
believe  there  are  but  a  few  enlightened  charac- 
ter* (compared  to  the  great  mass)  that  govern 
the  rest ;  it  is  their  voice  1  would  accede  to. 
Some  tine  before  1  left  home  1  waa  informed 
I4ih  Com.  2d  Ssss.— 21 


from  a  respectable  source  that  a  certain  person 
in  conversation  did  me  the  honor  to  mention  my 
name  as  one  who  voted  for  the  compensation, 
and  said  he  would  be  willing  to  allow  two  dol- 
lars per  day,  and  no  more.    I  do  not  wish  to  ex- 
cite levity,  as  a  sincere  solemnity  becomes  the- 
selected  wisdom  of  the  United  States,  when  act- 
ing on  their  important  business ;  but  will  give^ 
you  another  fact:  There  were  several  persons 
together  at  a  neighbor's  house;  the  neighbor 
wishing  to  mark  some  of  his  hogs,  examined  the 
almanac  to  find  when  the  dog  days  would  ex- 
pire, and,  when  he  could  not  find  them,  swore 
that  Congress  had  destroyed  all  the  dog  days, 
and  that  myself  was  the  instigator ;  for  which  1 
should  never  come  here  again.    Is  this  the  voice 
of  the  people?    Every  possible  step  has  been 
taken  to  ferment  bv  unjust  definitions  and  by 
positive  ftbricalion,  but  I  believe  the  vociferous 
cry  of  the  enlightened  is,  change  the  mode.  Gen- 
tlemen say  the  Congress  of  1789  did  not  inteod 
a  compensation  for  services  rendered,  but  for 
their  expenses  only.    I  beg  the  liber tv  of  differ- 
ing in  opinion  with  them.    Let  it  be  remem- 
bered we  bad  just  passed  through  a  heavy  and 
disastrous  war,  when  the  last  farthing  was  spent 
and  the  nation  involved,  with  a  heavy  debt  hang- 
ing over  our  heads.    It  will  also  be  recollected 
that  our  houses   were   plundered,   plantations 
burned,  cattle  hamstringed,  and  almost  every  ves- 
tige of  property  taken  off,  and  from  those  patriots 
of  the  Revolution  who  bought  our  liberties  at 
the  price  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  for  which  thev 
have  never  been  paid,^  nor  can  they  be  paid. 
Money  was  then  truly  valuable,  and  six  dollars 
per  day  was  an  ample  compensation.    The  Con- 
gress of  '89,  from  viewing  the  changes  that  had 
existed  in  other  coiwtries,  knew  that  similar 
causes  would  exist  here,  at  scmie  period  which 
would  produce  similar  effects,  therefore  left  it  in 
the  Constitution  for  every  Congress  to  exercise 
their  discretion,  and  according  to  circumstances 
award  their  own  compensation.    This,  however, 
from  delicacy,  was  neglected  until  necessity  made 
it  a  duty.    They,  therefore,  allowed  themselves 
the  nominal  amount  of  fifteen  huadred  dollars, 
and  changed  the  mode. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but  have  paid 
some  attention  to  books  and  legal  deeisiooa; 
that,  together  with  the  Coostitutioa  which  lies 
before  me,  induces  me  to  believe  this  House  is 
not  competent.  Constitutionally^  to  pass  anjr  law 
on  the  subject  that  could  take  effect  until  the 
next  session.  It  will  be  recollected  by  this  House 
that  we  are  not  a  corporate  body  by  votoatary 
obligation,  or  by  articles  of  organization,  soIh 
scribed  to.  If  they  were,  they  for  themselves 
could  pass  any  act  tbey  pleased,  and  give  it  effect 
wben  they  pleased ;  but  the  law  of  last  session, 
applying  to  the  year  and  recognising  individu- 
als, does,  in  my  humble  opinion,  vest  an  individ- 
ual right  in  each  member  on  this  floor,  commenc- 
ing with  the  first  Monday  in  December  last, 
which  right  this  House  have  not  power  to  impair. 
The  eompensatioa  for  last  year  was  due  the 
4th  of  March  past,  and  the  vested  right  of  eaeb 
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iadmdoal  becomes  dae  the  Ath  of  Mtrch  next. 
Why  oot,  then,  dispense  wtih  ihe  bill  ?    If  it 
does  not  carr?  at  the  eight  dollars  per  day,  and 
eight  dollars  for  oTery  twenty  miles,  I  will  vote 
against  it,  for  I  never  will  rote  a  sum  to  myself, 
and  believe  it  jost,  that  I  would  not  give  to  my 
honorable  snccessor ;  but  it  will  be  said  they  have 
wickedly  inflamed  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
riding  into  popularity  at  the  expense  of  others. 
Be  it  so ;  it  is  yet  better  to  feed  five  dogs  than  to 
perish  one  child.    In  this  expression  I  have  no 
allnsion  to  anv  one  on  this  floor.    There  are  a 
number  of  valuable  gentlemen  on  this  floor  that 
will  come  again,  perhaps  some  may  be  elected 
on  their  pledges  to  their  constituents  to  repeal  the 
tew  of  compensation  to  members  of  Congress  who 
nay  not  be  worth  fifteen  shillings,  they  may  in 
&ct  be  fifteen  hundred  dollars  worse  than  ootb- 
inff,  but  still  I  should  be  glad  the  law  now  about 
tohe  repealed,  should  be  left  to  the  next  Con- 
gressy  Inst  they  might  liave  the  whole  of  the 
honor— they  coming  immediately  from  the  peo- 
ple, as  warm  as  a  newly-cooked  mess  of  pottage, 
when  the|f  might  pass  a  law  which  would  amal- 
gamaia  with  the  wishes  of  the  people.    Thepeo- 
ple  will  cook  them  to  their  own  mind.    With 
respect  to  instructions,  and  obedience  to  iostruet- 
eiB,  I  know  and  respect  all  my  friends,  and  freely 
reciprocate  with  them  at  my  own  house  or  theirs, 
but  in  my  official  capacitv  I  determine  to  know 
nothiaff  but  my  duty — the  duty  assigned  to  me 
by  the  Constitution  which  I  am  sworn  to  preserve. 
Mr.  PiOKiHB.  of  North  Carolina,  said,  baviog 
been  necessarily  prevented  from  recording  bis 
vote  on  the  questioiu  for  fillioff  the  blanks,  he 
would  express  his  opinion  in  a  few  words.    The 
proper  amount  of  compensation  for  members  of 
this  body  is  in  itself  a  plain  question,  and  should 
be  determined  by  the  same  role  which  regulates 
Ihe  wages  of  persons  performing  other  services ; 
by  asking  the  question,  how  much  would  be  con- 
sidered a  fair  satisfaction  for  any  other  service 
leauiting  the  sameskill,  integrity,  and  attention  ? 
Or  what  class  (asked  Mr.  P.)  were  the  duties  of 
Representatives  in  Congress?    They  were  such 
that  if  the  best  talents  of  the  country  were  not 
always  requisite,  the  best  talento  are  certainly 
not  too  good  to  be  employed  in  directing  the 
national  eonceras. 

And  would  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
peraaanm  be  extvava|ant  as  a  compensation  to 
any  agent,  either  public  or  private,  reqairing  the 
same  skUli  integrity,  and  attention,  and  subjected 
tt^the  same  expenses  and  sacrifices?  No  gen- 
tltaaa  has  preloaded  to  say  that  six  dollars  per 
day  was  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  a  member,  -thoogb  it  might  more  than 
defray  his  expenses. 

And  all  agree  that  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a 
vear  is  not  too  much.  Being  of  this  opinion,  and 
knowing  that  the  Constitution  expraesly  gave 
Congress  the  power  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
compensation  of  its  members,  I  took  on  mysflf 
the  responsibility  of  voting  for  the  law  of  last 
seisioa.  I  ain  still  of  the  same  opinion  I  was 
than,  and,  while  I  am  wiUiag  to  change  the  mode 


into  a  daily  sum,  I  am  in  ftvor  of  ancli  a  aaa  as 
will  be  about  equivalent  to  the  same  rnmpr^i 
lion  in  amount.  Believing  that  eight  dollars  fw 
day  would  be  very  nearly  such  a  sam,  I  shdl 
vole  for  that  aamooCend,  if  preseat,  upoald  have 
voted  for  filling  the  blank  with  aine. 

On  this  subject,  more  than  aay  other,  has  the 
popular  opinion  been  brought  into  riew.  Aad  as 
it  u  usual  to  call  iato  notice  the  aeaiiaseauoC  oar 
constituents,  I  will  be  excused  ia  owatiaaing  the 
opinions  of  the  people  i  have  the  hoaar  to  r^ia- 
sent.  In  my  opinion,  they  do  doc  dtfier  much 
from  the  opinions  elsewh««  expressed.  Bat  this 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  saying,  that  mj  tmmeteto 
constituents  have  exercised  their  opiaioos  widi 
so  much  temperance  and  decent  eonsadcratiea. 
that  I  feel  boand  to  pay  the  highest  raspaec  to  their 
wishes.  So  far  as  I  have  learnt  tlieir  opinions  ea 
the  law  in  question,  thoy  do  not  objcel  to  the  in- 
creased amoaat  of  pay,  bat  to  dia  aalarjr  mode. 
In  this  reapeet,  I  think  their  idaaa  ane  earrvcL  1 
would  at  last  session  have  preHencd  a  daily  ia- 
crease,  but  no  such  plan  was  areseoted,  aad  ao 
other  prospect  of  an  inereaae,  W  ia  the  mode 
adopted.  While  I  doebted  whether  that  mode 
would  suit  as  well.  I  coasidorad  it,  wbat  it  has 

K roved  to  be^  on  txpenmemt^  always  capable  of 
eing  repealed  whenever  iu  inatilif ]r  was  discov- 
ered i  and  therefore  i  deemed  the  asode  of  little 
importance. 

Through  respect  to  my  own  oplaien,as  well  ai 
that  of  my  constituents,  I  am  desirous  of  chang- 
ing the  pay  to  a  per  diem  allowance ;  but,  in  do- 
ing this,  I  am  unwilling  to  reduce  the  pay  of  these 
who  will  serve  hercafier,  materially  lower  than 
the  present  amount,  hut  rather  leave  it  for  ibes 
to  establish  for  themselves.  The  ehaiacter  of  thn 
body  ought  to  be  noticed  with  more  eooeera  thaa 
individual  responsibility,  iadividoals  m»f  ebape 
a  course  for  themselves  whitb  th^  rfeciD  con- 
sistent aad  justifiable,  bat  this  is  not  a  aiattar 
noticed  by  foreignets,  or  in  futara  times.  With* 
out  remarking  what  persons  votad  on  iba  tespae- 
live  sides,  now  and  at  the  last  aessioa.  tba  act  will 
be  viewed  in  the  gross^-one  session'  adoptiag  a 
measure,  and  the  next  shaffling  hack.  Some  mo- 
tlemen  calk  of  a  retrospective  repeal  of  the  law. 
If  such  course  be  at  all  proper,  we  aught  aoc  to 
stop  with  the  flret  of  this  scasion,  but  reach  back 
to  the  begiooiag  of  the  law,  as  prapoend  by  the 
geatleasaa  from  Viigioia.  The  reluadia|^,  lor  a 
lew  weeks  of  this  seosioa,  will  show  aa  oheioas 
wish  10  save  appearances.  It  will  be 
surd  siiU:  it  will  be  tantamount  to  an 
of  imawirality  in  the  pasisge  of  the  law,  and  is 
receiving  the  wages  under  it.  For,  baviag  a  pro- 
perty vested  ia  the  conpeasatioB,  for  wueh  ser- 
vices have  already  been  readered,  nothing  eaa 
impair  oar  title  to  it  but  a  waat  of  equity. 
*  There  appears  some  delioacy  in  one  poia^^the 
object  of  the  law  being  the  benefit  of  those  who 
passed  it.  This  at  first  appeared  objeetioaabla  ts 
me.  Whea,  however,  it  is  considered  that  thii 
is  the  only  body  eompetent  by  the  Coaatitutios 
to  make  such  provision,  it  caanot  be  impropff 
when  the  amouat  ia  fcasonable.    Sarand  of  tht 
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Suie  Lef  islatares  fix  their  otm  pay  at  eaeh  set- 
sioD.  This  is  the  ease  in  North  Carolina,  The 
members  there  are  paid  in  no  other  way,  but  by 
their  own  resolation  at  the  same  session.  It  is 
troe.  they  rarely  differ  in  the  rate  of  pay,  but  it  is 
the  same  in  prineiple  and  in  oharaoter  with  the 
law  of  the  last  session  of  Congresit. 

In  the  course  of  my  experienee,  I  have  never 
given  a  vote  more  conscientious  than  that  of  last 
session  in  favor  of  this  law.  I  thought  it  right, 
and  the  amount  rather  under  than  over  the  Mr 
compensation.  I  thought  it  expedient  for  reasons 
explained  folly  by  other  gentlemen,  and  by  the 
report  of  the  conunittee  on  this  sabject;  and, 
under  these  inipressions,  J  met  the  responsibility 
of  supporting  it  with  my  vote. 

Mr.  EnwABon,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that  so 
much  had  already  been  said  upon  this  subieet. 
he  was  aware  he  could  offer  no  sufficient  apology 
for  occupying  the  time  of  the  House,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  debate,  with  any  remarks  of  hii. 
He  trusted,  however,  be  shontd  be  indulged  a  few 
moments,  while  he  briefly  assigned  the  reasons 
and  motives  which  would  determine  his  vote. 

I  would  not  have  risen  now.  said  Mr.  £.,  if  it 
were  not  for  a  remark  which  tell  from  my  wor- 
thy colleague  (Mr.  PicKraa)  who  just  sat  down. 
Sir,  mierepresenution  has  been  lashionable  on 
this  subjeot.  Opinions  and  motives  have  been 
iscribed  lo  gentlemeni  which  I  most  conscien- 
tiously believe  were  never  felt  or  entertained.  It 
is  that  my  motives  and  nif  opinions  may  not  rest 
ipon  «oi^ecture-*may  not  be  mistaken--that  I 
isk  thb  short  indalgenee*  The  gentleman  has 
Aid,  that  he  has  not  heajrd  the  opinion  that  six 
lollars  per  day  was  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
nemberai  advanced  in  this  House.  Sir,  I  voted 
or  that  aom;  I  deemed  it  sufficient.  Does  the 
^ntiomaa  believe^  iha^  if  I  thought  a  higher  snm 
lecetsarjr,  I  would  shrink  from  mf  duty  ?  that  I 
vould  eotettain  one  opinion  and  express  another 
>y  mjr  vole? 

SHere  Mr.  PioKCNa  explained,  that  it  was  not 
ioient  compenaation  for  mrviem,  as  well  as  for 

I  did  not  undaratand  mf  friend  so  ferfeetiy 
)efore.  I  thought  his  veaurk  oaiaulafied  to  maae 
mproper  inapreasions. 

I  was,  Mr*  Spaaker*  £ivorable  to  the  btll  re-' 
»orted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because 
I  believed  the  pav  proposed  to  be  gtvea  av  it  am- 
[>ly  eafflcient  for  the  genteel  and  comfortable  main- 
tenanae  of  a  member  here  alone,  fieyondr  that 
mm,  I  an  not  ptapared  at  this  liaie  to  say  we 
ought  to  go.  it  is  this  prineiple  by  whieh  I  shall 
be  guided  in  my  vote.  It  goTerned  meat  the  last 
lession ;  it  remaias  nachanged.  And  I  sobmit  to 
Ipentiemen,  if  they  increase  the  eompeasatton  ao 
Sigh  as  to  make  it  a  moneyed  eonatderation  to 
the  low  aad  grovelliofl  mind— I  know  it  could  not 
be  so  to  honorable  minde*-«o  high  as  to  exceed 
the  measure  of  expenses  only ;  if  they  would  not 
hold  out  n  reward  to  exertion,  stratagem,  and  in- 
trigue, in  your  elections;  to  that  course  of  con- 
duct which  the. man  o£  high  and  elevated  feelings, 
worthy  to  be  enrolled  among  your  statesmen, 


would  dildain  to  stoop  to ;  and  instead  of  putting 
better  materials  into  this  body,  would  have  the 
opposite  effect.  I  humbly  conceive  such  would 
be  the  case. 

But,  we  are  told  by  the  ffentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cauiouii)  that  this  increased  oom- 
pensation  would  open  the  door  to  preferment,  |o 
honors,  and  to  distinction,  wide;  that  it  would 
enable  men  of  all  ranks  and  grades  in  life  tocooae 
here.  Sir,  this  is  a  desirable  object,  and  I  should 
rejoice  to  see  it  attained ;  but  if  the  compensation 
is  to  iademnify  the  losses  and  sacrifices  occasioned 
by  absence  from  professional  or  domestic  pursuits, 
as  well  as  compensation  for  services,  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  pitiful  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  or  a  per  diem  equal  to  it,  would  effect 
that  object.  Besides,  we  have  no  data  by  which 
to  fix  on  an  adeouate  compensation  for  that  pur* 
pose.  The  sacriaces  which  some  gentlemen  make, 
are  far  greater  than  those  of  others.  The  highest 
pay  would  scarcely  remunerate  some.  Taking, 
then,  the  prineinle  I  set  out  with,  that  the  com- 
pensation shoulo  be  fully  sufficient  for  the  com- 
fortable and  genteel  support  of  members,  and  their 
reward  the  distinction  and  honor  of  their  stations, 
I  must  vote  ngaiast  the  proposition  to  till  the 
blank  with  eight  dollars,  and  in  favor  of  that  of 
six,  if  it  should  again  be  made. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  instruction, 
about  which  we  have  heard  so  much,  I  will  not 
trespass  upen  the  patience  of  the  House  with 
any  remarks  of  mine.  I  leave  that  to  be  decided 
by  those  who  have  received  instructions.  When 
I  shall  receive  any,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  wanting 
in  that  respect  and  consideration  for  tbem,  to 
which  the  high  and  respectable  source  from  which 
they  come  entitle  them.  I  shall  never  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  public  wUl ;  to  that  I  shall  always 
hold  myself  accountable.  My  constituents,  how* 
ever,  have  aot  instructed  me  upon  this  subject. 
They  are  not  to  be  agitated  by  every  little  gale— 
and  my  only  wish  is,  that  upon  this,  and  every 
other  occasion,  my  conduct  may  be  such  as  to 
promote  their  interests,  and  the  interests  of  my 
counuy. 

Mr.  Claytoh,  of  Delaware^  said,  he  asked  tha 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  short  time,  while 
he  endeavored  to  explain  his  views  of  the  sub- 
jecL  It  nras  to  be  remarked  that  most  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken^  seemed  to  concede 
that  the  law  of  the  last  session  did  not  grant  too 
high  a  compenaation  to  the  members  of  Conffress^ 
but  their  opposition  to  it  arose  from  a  dinerent 
source;  that  the  people  were  against  it;  their 
voice  had  been  heard,  and  nrast  be  obeyed.  Be- 
fore entering  into  this  subject,  before  inquirinj^ 
into  the  right  of  the  constituent  to  instruct  his 
Representative,  and  the  obligatory  force  of  such 
instruction,  Mr.  C.  begged  to  know  what  evi- 
dence there  was  of  such  instructions.  It  was  not 
pretended  that  any  precise  and  written  instruc- 
tions had  been  jg;iven :  it  was  implied.  From 
what  1  The  noise  and  clamor  wfaioh  had  been 
excited  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  ? 
Is  this  such  an  expression  of  the  public  will  as 
ought  to  he  regarded  by  aiiy  wise  or  prudent 
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nao?  He  hoped  the  time  was  not  fet  eome 
when  the  follies  and  passions  of  the  people  were 
to  be  flattered  in  this  House.  The  calm  and  de- 
liberate opinions  of  the  people  ought  always  to 
be  received  with  great  respect  and  considera- 
tion. In  all  cases  of  doubtful  policy,  where  the 
mind  of  the  Representative  was  equally  bal- 
anced, or  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  he 
admitted  that  those  opinions  ought  to  turn  the 
scale.  But  in  all  great  ijnestions  of  national 
concern,  and  he  believed  this  to  be  one  of  these 
ooestions,  the  Representative  should  not  give  up 
tne  clear  convictions  of  his  own  conscience  and 
judgment,  and  sacrifice  them  on  the'altar  of  pop- 
ular opinion.  A  contrary  doctrine  so  far  debased 
the  Representative  below  his  true  character,  that 
be  could  not  entertain  it.  But  have  not  clamor 
and  noise  been  mibtaken  for  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  A  few  designing,  ambitious,  and  intriguing 
men  have  it  so  much  in  their  power  to  produce 
an  excitement  which  may  be  readily  mistaken 
for  public  sentiment,  that  he  most  nave  better 
evidence  than  he  had  yet  seen  to  induce  him  to 
believe  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  were  opposed  to  the  law  of  last  session. 
The  clamor  of  the  few  may  be  mistaken  for  the 
voice  of  the  many.  He  knew  it  from  observa- 
tion and  recent  experience.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  say  in  that  House,  how  this  effect 
was  to  be  produced.  It  was  sufficient  only  to 
observe,  that  those  in  opposition  to  any  measure 
are  always  more  violent  than  those  who  assent 
to  it ;  and  that  the  busy  activity  of  the  former  is 
perceived  and  felt,  while  the  passiveness  of  the 
latter  is  unobserved.  He  did  not,  therefore,  think 
that  there  had  been  that  cool  and  dispassionate 
expression  of  the  general  disapprobation  of  this 
law,  which  ought  to  guide  the  most  ambitious 
flatterer  of  the  people;  much  more  a  man  who 
entertained  sentiments  such  as  he  did. 

But,  on  this  doctrine  of  instruction,  which  he 
had  believed  had  been  exploded  by  all  thinking 
and  enlightened  men  in  this  country,  but  which 
he  now  saw  revived  and  most  anxiously  sup- 
ported, he  would  wish  to  enter  his  dissent,  and 
assign  his  reasons.  It  is  said  that  the  people  are 
sovereign,  and  that  all  authoritv  resides  in  them. 
This  is  not  true  in  the  extent  that  is  laid  down. 
The  people  did  possess  unqualified  sovereign 
power;  and  all  power  emanates  and  is  derived 
frum  them.  But  when  they  met  in  convention 
by  their  delegates,  they  consented  to,  and  did 
part  with,  for  their  own  benefit  and  security,  cer- 
tain portions  of  their  authority.  What  they  nave 
not  granted,  they  have  reserved  to  themselves. 
Among  the  powers  delegated  is  that  of  legisla- 
tion. The  Constitution,  which  is  equally  oblig- 
atory on  the  people  as  on  Congress,  until  itis 
altered  in  the  form  prescribed  by  that  instrument, 
declares  that  "all  legislative  powers  therein 
granted  shall  be  vested  m  a  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  which  shall  coosist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.''  Certain  other  por- 
tions of  authority  are  granted  to  the  President, 
"Who  has  the  executiot»  of  all  law?,  and  to  the 
Judiciary  the  duty  of  expounding  ihem.  Among 


the  powers  granted  to  Congreaa  is  tlimt  of  fixiag 
their  own  compensation.  What  right,  he  woutt 
ask,  have  the  people  to  interfere  in  this  oaatter, 
and  instruct  their  Representatives,  where  thev 
have  parted  with  all  authority  on  thesub/ect? 
But  the  honorable  Speaker  has  takes  a  distinc- 
tion, which  has  been  adopted  bjr  mn  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ttlbk,)  which 
oth  of  them  have  totally  failed  Co  sappon.  It 
is  this,  that  although  generally  the  people  have 
on  all  subjects  the  right  to  instruct,  mod  the  Rep- 
resentative is  bound  to  obey,  yet  that  he  would 
not  be  bound  by  instructions  which  would  lead 
him  to  a  violation  of  the  ConstitoticMi ;  and  the 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 

I  Here  Mr.  Ttler  explained,  and  snid,  that  the 
lepresentative  would  not  be  bound  to  violate 
the  Constitution^  because  it  was  of  higher  au- 
thority than  the  instructions  themselves,  and  the 
people  in  such  case  having  no  right  to  Ao  the 
things  themselves,  could  not  inatmet  others  to  do 
it  for  them.]  Mr.  C.  said  he  took  the  geatle- 
man's  explanation,  and  in  naldag  it,  he  hod 
abandoned  the  whole  argument,  and  every  inch 
of  ground  on  which  he  could  maintain  himself. 

The  Representative  is  not  bound  by  instruc- 
tions to  violate  the  Constitution^  becnose  those 
who  instruct  him,  having  no  power  to  do  the  act 
themselves,  cannot  iiMtruct  others  to  do  it  for 
them.    He  would  ask,  ean  the  people  make  laws  ? 
Is  not  that  one  of  the  powers  of  which  they  have 
divested  themselves  by  the  Constitution,  which 
they  have  confided  to  Congress?    And  while 
that  Constitution  remains  unaltered,  are  they  not 
equally  bound  by  it  with  the  Represenutive  ? 
Does  not  the  gentleman^  arpiment  prove  itf 
They  cannot  violate  the  Consutucion,  and  there- 
fore cannot  make  others  do  it.    What  iben  be- 
comes of  the  distinction  7    Does  it  not  prove  the 
absurdity  of  the  whole  argument?    If  this  ri^hc 
to  instruct  exists,  it  must  be  a  perfeetj  absolute, 
and  unconditional  right;  and  if  it  exists  in  any 
case  it  exists  In  alt  cases.    Were  a  majority  of 
this  nation  hare  a»embled,  thev  eould  enact  no 
one  law.    They  have  parted  with  that  portion  of 
their  authority  to  Congress,  and  having  ad  rig'ht 
to  act  of  themselves  (to  use  the  gentleman's  owa 
words)  they  cannot  instruct  us  to  act  for  them ; 
if  they  attempt  it,  their  instructions  are  aot  oh- 
lig^tory.    Sir,  to  what  a  degrading  situation  does 
this   doctrine  reduce    the    Representative!    It 
makes  him  a  mere  machine.    The  wise  intent  of 
the  framera  of  the  Constitution  is  frostiaiMl  by 
it.    They  meant  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  elect  the  wisest  and  best  men  to  enact 
their  laws ;  men  who  oould  discern  the  poblic 
good,  and  discerning  it  would  steadily  pursue  it, 
re|[ardles8  of  any  tenaporary  exeitemeat  whidi 
might  be  produced  by  mistaken  notions  of  the 
subject.    Of  what  avail  is  it  that  we  aie  here 
assembled,  and  gravely  deliberate  upon  and  dis- 
cuss subjects,  if  we  are  not  to  act  aecoidiag  t(» 
our  owa  judgments?    It  is  a  waste  of  time^ 
Wisdom,  talents,  and  integrity  are  useless.    He 
iTould  repeat,  that  he  would  aiwaya  regard  the 
wishes  of  his  constituenu  with  the  highesc 
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speet ;  but  when  ha  had  obce  made  op  his  miod 
on  any  question  of  great  national  policy,  no  con* 
sideration  would  indaee  him  to  sarrender  his 
conscience  to  their  keepioff.  With  the  powers 
of  judgitkf  in  matters  of  legislation,  under  the 
Constitution,  his  constituenu  had  surrendered  to 
him  all  authoriir ;  and  he  would  not  so  far  be* 
tray  the  trust  which  they  had  reposed  in  him,  as 
to  give  up  the  conscientious  convictions  of  his 
own  mind  for  those  of  any  body  of  men  however 
numerous.  The  people  have  an  ample  security 
in  their  own  banas— the  right  of  frequent  elec* 
tions.  This  is  the  only  power  which  they  have 
reserved,  and  they  will  use  it  when  it  suits  them. 
Other  arffuments  had  been  urged  by  other  gen- 
tlemen iflttstrative  of  the  opinion  which  he  main- 
tained, btti  which  it  would  be  needless  and  unbe- 
coming in  him  to  repeat. 

Upon  the  policy  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
he  would  say  nothing.  Everything  had  been 
said  by  others  which  was  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject.. On  all  sides  it  seemed  to  be  admitted  that 
the  compensation  was  not  too  hich ;  but  some 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  repeal  the  law  to 
appease  the  people.  He  thought  differently. 
The  people's  reason  would  appease  them;  and 
he  believed  the  time  was  not  distant  when  this 
law,  now  represented  as  so  odious,  would  become 
the  favorite  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Tti^b  said,  4hat  nothing  but  his  respect 
for  the  talents  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Qbobvemor,)  could  induce  him  to  trouble 
the  House  with  any  further  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject. Nothing  but  the  high  estimation  in  which 
he  held  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  could  have  prevailed  on  him  to 
have  said  aaythiog,  at  any  time,  on  it.  But  he 
could  noc  but  have  regarded  himself  as  commit- 
ting treason  against  the  people,  to  have  remained 
silent  when  one  of  their  greatest  rights  was 
brought  in  question.  He  unexpectedly  saw  that 
the  few  remarks  he  had  submitted  had  arrayed 
against  him.  he  said,  many  aged  and  experienced 
members,  nir.  T.  acknowledged  that  he  had  to 
combat  upon  very  unequal  ground.  Not  to  travel 
back  to  days  of  nction,  he  said,  for  a  comparison, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  he  was 
but  a  gunboat  opposed  to  a  seventy-four.  Al- 
though he  acknowledged  his  inferiority,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  yield  without  at  least  exchanging 
one  shot.  Mr,  T.  said  he  reciprocated  with  pleas- 
ure the  assurances  he  had  received  that  morn- 
ing, from  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Qrobvenor,)  of  his  not  having  intended  to  utter 
anything  of  a  personal  nature.  He  said  he  did 
not  come  to  that  House  to  give  offence  to  any 
man.  It  was  not  the  way  in  which  a  great  na- 
tional question  was  to  be  settled.  Mr.  T.  then 
proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments 
offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
Clayton,)  and  denied  that  the  people  had  sur- 
rendered all  their  rights  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  The  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware bad  asked  if  the  people  c^uld  now  assem- 
ble and  pass  lawsl  Mr.  T.  acknowledged  thev 
could  not  without  altering  the  Constitution,  which 


he  contended  they  had  a  right  to  do  whenever 
the  public  good  was  defeated  by  a  longer  con- 
tinuance thereof.  If  the  Government  was  a  sim- 
ple democracy,  the  people  would  act  for  them- 
selves. They  had,  however,  preferred  a  repre^ 
sentative  democracy,  and  instead  of  assembling 
themselves,  had  deputed  ageiits  to  act  for  them. 
Not  only,  said  he.  have  they  a  right  to  control 
these  agents,  but  he  contended  they  had  a  right 
to  strike  from  existence  the  very  constitution 
under  which  these  agents  acted.  He  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gaosvaif or) 
had,  with  a  triumphant  air,  held  up  the  Consti« 
tution  and  demanded  if  the  right  of  instruction 
was  to  be  found  there.  Mr.  T.  inquired  if  in- 
deed, all  his  political  ideas  had  been  drawn  from 
a  wrong  source?  He  supposed  that,  although  a 
young  man,  he  had  become  or  was  becoming  old 
fashioned  in  his  politics.  He  said  that  he  had  al- 
ways understood  that  what  powers  were  not  ex- 
pressly ffiven  by  the  Constitution,  were  retained. 
He  would  ask,  then,  where  had  the  right  to  in* 
struct  been  yielded  up  by  the  people?  He  in- 
quired if  the  right  of  the  States  to  elect  a  gov- 
ernor, dMS.,  was  reserved  in  that  Constitution? 
Whether  the  Constitution  secured  to  each  citizen 
the  right  to  pursue  any  avocation  that  best  suited 
his  fancy?  Mr.  T.  denied  that  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Qrosvbhor)  was  a  representative  of  Vir- 

finia,  at  least  he  was  not  a  representative  of  his 
Mr.  T.^s)  district.  He  begged  to  be  permitted  to 
represent  his  own  district  on  this  floor.  Mr.  T. 
said  that,  however  much  pleased  his  constituents 
might  be  to  be  represented  by  a  ffentleman  of  Mr. 
QJs  talents,  yet  that  they  would  not  like  to  be 
represented  by  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  G.'s  political 
o^nions.  He  protested  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
offending  the  sensibility  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  but  that  he  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  himself  and  that  gentleman  differed  as  widely 
upon  this  subject  as  the  north  from  the  sooth. 
what  is  the  benefit  of  having  representatives,  Mr. 
T.  inquired,  from  each  of  the  States,  from  every 
district  in  the  State  ?  Why,  sir,  said  he,  that  the 
voice  of  the  people  from  every  section  may  be 
represented  on  this  floor,  that  tne  member  may 
poissess  a  fellow  feeling  for  his  constituents;  that 
he  may  come  charged  with  their  wishes,  and  pre- 
pared to  support  those  wishes. 

He  did  not  think  the  gentleman  had  represent- 
ed his  ideas  fairly,  when  he  proceeded  to  reason 
upon  his  supposed  cases,  of  some  twenty  or  thirty 
persons  having  assembled  in  each  county  of  his 
district  and  voted  instructions.  Mr.  T.  said  that 
he  fbrtunatelf  did  not  represent  persons  who  were 
of  the  character  described  by  the  gentleman.  He 
represented  high-minded  men,  who  could  not  be 
misled  by  demagogues.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  dis- 
tinctly reasoned  upon  the  supposition  that  a  ma- 
jority of  his  constituents  instructed  him. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  remark  that,  however 
willing  he  might  be  to  Teceive  advice  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  regard  to  his  private 
affairs,  yet  upon  this  subject  he  could  not  follow 
his  advice.  Th^  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
cautioned  the  supporters  of  the  right  of  instrue- 
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tioa  to  bewafe,  lesc  they  sboold  be  fMad  awri- 
fioiof  to  an  idoL  He  would  take  the  libertj^  of 
dtntiooing  the  gcntlenan  wunst  tbe  same  thisg; 
Not  a  saeriiee,  said  be,  cAered  on  tbe  akar  of 
pablie  good,  but  oae  o(  a  osore  narrow  aod  linit* 
ed  oatare— *8elf-pride.  He  bad  no  heeitaiiaB^  be 
said.  10  deelariog  bis  prefeience  to  tbe  first  idol, 
if  idols  we  mast  bare^  father  than  the  last. 

In  what  manner,  aceordiag  to  ffendemen's  ideasj 
said  Mr.  T.,  are  tbe  people  to  aiddrem  this  House 
—do  gentlemen  require  that  they  should  use  the 
language  of  supplication ;  that  they  should  crawl 
in  ue  dust  to  this  House,  to  beg  and  pny  your 
high  mightinesses  to  yield  to  their  wbbesf  is 
it  eome  to  this^  bt  asiied  7  Shall  we,  who  are 
but  their  serraots^  hold  out  such  language  to  them, 
Ii  for  one,  he  said^  enter  my  most  solemn  protest 
su|atnst  it.  lio^  sir,  tbe  people  of  this  country  are 
the  sovereicns  of  this  eouatry.  Ther  will  not 
afree  to  adoress  you  as  alares,  but  as  the  masters 
of  tbe  country*  The  genilenMm  frotai  New  Turk 
has  acknowledged  chat  with  the  people  resides 
tbe  sovereign  power,  and  yet,  in  the  nest  brenth, 
he  adfanees  an  aifument  which  goes  to  show 
that  their  sovereignty  consists  atone  in  tbe  miser* 
i^e  power  of  tarniini  out  their  Representatives 
at  the  termination  ot  their  period  or  service.  If 
this  be  all  their  power,  they  are  no  better  than 
slaves,  and  the  members  of  this  House  nrc  tbeir 
bk^*minded  masters. 

Mr.  T.  preferred^  if  authoritio  are  lo  be  bor^ 
lowed  from  tbe  other  side  of  the  water,  to  refer 
back  to  tbe  days  of  puritv  in  the  Bnglisb  Parlia- 
ment, To  those  days  when  English  liberty  was 
Uke  the  tree  of  tbe  forest,  and  not  to  times  whea 
it  had  beoone  a  sickly  plant  that  withered  under 
the  influence  of  Court  corruption— to  the  times  of 
the  "  lion  BaroBS)^  as  Lord  Chatham  emphati- 
cally called  them.  Then,  sir.  it  was  tbe  custom 
of  Parliament  to  consult  with  the  people  before 
they  voted  on  any  measure.  You  find  them,  said 
be,  leaving  the  Parliament  and  returning  to  their 
constituenli  to  obtain  their  wishes*  It  was  those 
times»  he  midt  which  had  famished  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  the  opportunity  of  passing 
the  high  enecHDiums  upon  Eingland  which  he  had 
so  elegantly  paid.  Your  oomsion  law  is  the  off- 
spring of  those  old  feudal  times.  It  is  not  the 
puny  child  of  modern  and  corrupt  times,  but  the 
strong^  sounds  and  athletic  ofispriag  of  the  pmod 
to  which  he  bad  aliuded«*-a  child  of  the  forest. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  called  upon  him 
to  produce  the  evidence  that  Algernon  Sidney 
advocated  tbe  doctrine  of  the  right  of  instruction. 
I  understand  him  thereby  as  denyii»  the  exist- 
enee  of  any  such  authority.  Upon  thb  point  we 
are  at  issue,  and  here  is  my  proof. 

(;Here  Mr*  T.  read,from  B«^'s  ''Political  Dis* 
quuitions,^  aquotatioB  from  Alffeenon  Sidney,  to 
prove  that  he  had  not  quoted  him  improperly— 1 
vol.,  page  19^1.]  He  then  proceeded  to  inquire 
what  woeld  be  the  consequence  of  disobedience 
to  instructions.  A  war  between  the  Eepresenta* 
lives  and  the  people.  No  wise  man,  said  Mr.  T.. 
will  deolare  w^r  without  having  some  prospeet  of 
success.    This  would  be  a  war  m  which  the  peo- 


ple would,  from  tbe  very  nature  of  thiaga,  ae- 
ocssanl]r  prevail.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  thie  right  sf 
instruction  hns  been  eonseeratai  by  the  Berola- 
tiott.  What,  he  askedi  produced  that  war  t  The 
mothor  couatry  attempted  to  tax  the  paaplg  of 
this  eouatry  without  their  eonsru t.  Their  w^ea 
were  not  represented  in  the  British  Padiament. 
They  had  no  •gmtj  m  the  adaftioiatrauoa  of 
their  own  afhirs.  The  result  is  w^  known. 
Wise  m«n  ought  to  profit  by  ezperienee.  He 
cautioned  leennenMtt  to  beware  how  they  ques- 
tioned the  rights  of  the  people.* 

Mr.  CoNHan,  of  Maameonsetis,  said,  that  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  horn  the  houorable 
gentleman  from  Somb  CaroKaa,  (Mr.  Cai.boi:h,) 
made  it  necessary  Air  him  to  add  a  few  words  ia 
regard  to  the  relation  which  he  eoooeiTed  a  Rep- 
resentative bore  to  tbe  peoples  U  he  uadctstood 
the  i^ntlenmn  from  South  Carotinn,  ho  t^cik  the 
pesttion,  that  tbe  Constitution  la  the  letter  of  in- 
struction, and  that  all  rekiion  of  a  Repreuenta- 
tive  to  his  eeustituents,  at  least  as  it  regurds  an* 
thority,  is  at  an  end  when  he  is  eleeted.  until  hie 
term  expires.  He  said  it  was  immateiiai,  whather 
the  people  had  thoabsolute  legal  authority  to  annul 
an  Section,  where  the  Aepmantative  wast  coun- 
ter to  their  voice  when  distinctly  expressed,  or 
whether  as  te  every  purnoee  of  expemeney  the 
Represenutive  was  bound  to  consult  their  vtew% 
and  as  to  evury  ptaetieal^  reeirtt  the  people  did 
retaia  and  exeretso  such  an  authority.  Scaieely 
on  nny  subjuot  would  the  people  exprms  an  opin- 
ion so  distinctly  understood  ns  not  to  be  aaiatakra, 
withouta  delibetative  aasemblme;  ia  this  ease  they 
had  done  it,  nnd  wiH  gentlemen  undermke  to  say, 
that  on  a  question  of  mereexpedieney^  UMreespe- 
cially  as  it  regards  the  pav  to  the  Repreaenta- 
tivcB,  that  their  voice  is  to  be  enliielf  diaK^j^ 
ed?  He  regretted  that  tbe  honorable  geocleman 
did  not  reply  to  the  esse  he  ptit,  as  ii  respected 
war  with  a  formidable  Power.  Bo  I  understand 
the  honomble  gentleman  that  we  are  to  come 
iato  this  House  peraonating  justice  Wndfblded^ 
and  ia  aU  cases  to  mkea  view  of  political  subjects, 
abstractedly  from  any  bearuw  they  may  have  on 
the  will  of  the  people  ?  If  a  laad-tax ,  an  excise, 
an  embargo,  or  war  are  properj  levy  it,  whether 
the  people  coiacide  in  its  propnety  or  not  t  Thb 
is  a  fiae  theorv,  but  uafertunately  experience  is 
against  it ;  unfortunntely  tbe  practice  of  the  hon- 
omble gentleman  is  agninst  iL  Did  the  honora- 
ble geotlemaUfWhen  ne  gave  his  vote  for  wnr 
agaiost  Great  Britain,  amume  this  tone  of  inde- 


*  In  a  part  ef  Mr.  Grosrenor's  remarks,  ss  puhlishid 
in  the  Nstionsl  Intelfigencer,  he'appean  to  nave  uh 
derstood  Mr.  l^Ier  as  yielding  his  sssent  to  a  ptopsn- 
tion  to  which  Mr.  T.  sutborises  us  to  state  he  did  not 
sssent  Mr.  O.  rspresents  Mr.  T.  es  samthig  to  tbe 
proposition  that  he  would  surrender  his  oonsoenoe  to 
his  constitaentB.  Not  so.  One  of  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  Mr.  T.  to  resist  instructione  going  to 
Ttolste  tbe  Constitulio%  ii^  that  he  has  tekea  an  oath 
to  support  that  instmaent,  and  tbe  manner  in  wbidi 
he  discbsigeshis  oadi  is  a  matter  puxelv  between  bit 
God  and  hhns6l£-..£d£rw«  N.  I 
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pe&denoe,  ud  say,  this  wwr  hts  beoome  neeet* 
sary,  and  it  it  my  duty  to  wage  it,  whether  the 
people  thiak  to  or  not,  wiiether  the  people  will 
pay  or  sot,  whetherthe  people  will  fight  or  not? 
No,  tir,  it  was  an  esaenlial  taqdiry  with  the  gen- 
tiemao,  I  believe  it  from  hit  own  4eelaralien«,  to 
atcertaia  whetkef  the  people  had  arrived  at  toeh 
a  tone  of  indijEaation,  and  state  of  impatience 
with  the  injur  let  under  whieh  they  were  writh* 
log,  that  they  would  be  willing  to  encounter  the 
daogert  and  privaiiont  of  such  a  tevere  conflict. 
Here  the  gentleman  reatoned  like  a  pmetical  pol* 
ilician-^etterday-*-^!  beg  hie  pardon — with  great 
ittgennity^  (and  tlie  gentleman  never  reaaoat 
otherwite,)  bat  ia  thit  inttaace  as  the  theoritt. 
It  seems  that  Mr.  Borke  commenced  a  patriot, 
but  changed  hispoliiiC8,and  beeame  a  pensioner. 
This,  said  Mr.  C,  it  very  much  the  case  with 
English  patriott,  since  the  day t  of  Hampden  and 
Sidney.  It  was  the  case  with  John  Wilkes.  He 
did  not  not  mean  to  compare  Burke  with  Wilket; 
for  there  ^at  an  infinite  dispr^ppriion  both  be- 
tween the  talentt  and  honesty  of  these  two  men. 
Dot  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  not  the  com* 
moQ  experience  in  Bnglaad,  for  men  of  talents 
to  enter  the  race  course  as  oppositioiusts,  as  pa^ 
iriots  7  The  stars  of  peerage  ligh.t  and  animate 
:heia  on  the  way,  and,  as  the  chariot  wheels, 
irow  more  ler^id  the  nearer  they  approach  the 
iirooe.  Tte  aeotleman  ini|ttires,  said  Mr.  C, 
irhere  are  our  letters  of  instruction.  Where  are 
hey  7  I  refer  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the 
of  the  Committee  of  Blections.    He 


laa  8  letter,  stating  that  I  was  elected  a  Repre- 
tentative  of  the  sixth  eastern  districl  of  Massa- 
^hoaetta;  which  means,  I  presume,  a  persoe  seat 
lere  to  carry  into  efiect,  and  net  to  contmveae 
heir  ifttereats  aad  views. 

Mr.  Cai^houm  rose  to  esplaiQ.-^The  member 
rom  Masaachusetts  most  surely  have  misnnder- 
tood  hi  on  ia  attributing  to  him  the  doctrine  tliai 
he  voice  of  the  people  is  to  be  disregarded.  He 
mew  too  well  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
0  entertain  such  an  opinion.  It  had  beeoassert- 
id,  that  the  instructions  were  obligatory,  and  that 
L  member  might  infer  instnietions  from  the  mere 
inpopolarity  of  a  measure.  This  he  denied.  He 
ooked  for  his  instructions  to  the  Constitution. 
This  was  the  true  voiee  of  the  people ;  the  other, 
hat  whieh  the  §^niteman  sets  up,  cannot  be  con- 
iidered  the  genuine  voice  of  4he  people.  In  fact, 
le  considered  an  attempt  to  make  It  obliypatory, 
18  a  species  of  usurpation  on  the  Constitution, 
rhoae  who  go  about  to  please  the  peofde  this  way, 
nay  possibly  succeed  to  render  themtelvet  pop* 
liar,  tat  they  will  not  always  in  making  the 
)aople  happy  aad  great.  But,  be  believed,  in 
hia  ioslance,  they  will  not  tucceed  even  in  pop- 
ilaritjr-  The  people  like  to  tee  consistency  and 
irmneae  in  their  public  tervantt;  and,  if  they 
iisapprove  of  their  actt,they  would  rather  change 
theiB  than  to  tee  them  act  contrary  to  their  own 
judgoient.  This  is  the  true  remedy  for  our  errors, 
khould  we  fall  into  them.  There  is  another 
course,  said  he,  where  it  is  the  raitfortune  of  the 


great  occasions,  which  I  think  is  more  n^anly 
than  the  one  advocated ;  I  mean  for  the  member 
to  resign.  He  did  not  recommend  this  course; 
but  he  would  greatly  prefer  it  to  voting  against 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  The  gentleman  asks, 
said  Mr.  C,  if  I  would  vote  for  a  war,  against  the 
voice  of  the  people?  I,  in  my  torn,  would  ask 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  if  he  would  vote 
for  a  war  which,  in  his  sincere  opinion,  would 
destroy  the  country^  merely  because  it  happened 
to  be  pq)olar  ?  Without  waiting  for  his  answer^ 
however,  he  would  reply  to  the  question  which 
the  gentleman  had  propoted.  He  could  tcarcely 
conceive  the  cate  that  he  would  vote  for  a  war 
of  a  dangerout  character,  without  being  certain 
of  the  people ;  but  not  on  the  ground  oi  obeying 
inttruction.  The  reason  was  plain.  Theheartjr 
concurrence  of  the  people  in  such  a  war,  consti- 
tutes the  principal  force  of  the  country.  It  is  aa 
essential  as  cannon  and  ball. 

Mr.  CoMiiSB  resumed  the  floor,  and  said :  Thal^ 
when  he  perceived  the  advantage  which  volubil- 
ity and  assuruice  have  over  mere  argument,  ha 
sometimes  regretted  he  did  not  possess  those 
qualities ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  he  saw 
bow  slowly  business  was  matured  in  that  honi^ 
rable  body,  and  that  the  most  urgent  interests  of 
the  country  sufiered  from  the  propensity  to  endleta 
debate,  indulged  frequently  on  unimportant,  nay, 
trivial  subjects,  he  was  thankful  he  did  not  po^ 
sess  them.  He  still  persisted  to  say,  that  although 
the  people  may  not  hold  the  right  of  instruction 
aceordiqg  to  the  strict  tenure  of  law,  althou^ 
our  seats  are  not  tptofado  vacated  should  we  re- 
fuse to  obey  instructions,  yet.  as  to  every  purpose 
of  practical  expediency,  we  do  aad  ought  to  obey 
the  popular  voice,  where  that  voice  is  distinctly, 
and  urgently  expressed— some  important  cases 
excepted.  Call  it  temporizing  if  vou  please;  the 
nature  of  our  Governmoit  compels  us  to  tempo- 
rize, in  this  sense  of  t^Plernu  If  you  wish  for  a 
Qovernment  that  will  not  temporize,  invest  one 
man  with  the  regalia  of  authority,  the  diadem  and 
sceptre;  give  him  the  iron  arm  of  power)  strung 
with  the  sinews  of  war. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  you  can  adopt  no  pcMrmaaent 
measure,  where  th^  voice  of  the  people  is  loudly 
and  decidedly  against  it.  This  law  will  be  r»* 
pealed.  I  want  no  better  evidence  of  it  than  the 
report  of  the  honorable  committee  to  whom  this 
subject  was  referred,  which  urges  the  strongest 


Representative  to  differ  from  his  conslituents  on  J  had  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  as  there 


reasons  in  favor  of  ^e  measure,  and  yet  lermi' 
nates  with  a  proposition  to  repeal.  The  hono^ 
rable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  he 
would -^nor  declare  an  unpopular  war,  because 
power  would  be  wanting* ^  What  power?  The 
will  of  the  people.  What  other  power  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  wanti  Have  we  not  the 
power  over  the  purse  and  the  sword  ?  Cannot 
we  l^y  taxes,  raise  loans,  recruit  men  to  anv  ez« 
tent  ?  But  how  is  it  with  the  embargo  ?  There 
is  no  cannon  and  ball  wanting  to  keep  that  on^ 
it  goes  on  and  it  comes  off  with  a  mere  paper  bul- 
let— a  proclamation.  Aod  yet  I  venture  to  say, 
that  if  as  much  excitement  against  that  measure 
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did  ID  old  MassftchciseCtB,  it  would  not  hare  con- 
'tinued  on  tbree  days,  perhaps  three  hours,  after 
mch  a  disposition  was  known  to  firevail.    Here, 
also,  then  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives would  yield  to  that  of  the  people. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
Teverses  the  terms  of  the  proposition,  and  asks  me 
whether  I  would  declare  a  war.  which  I  should 
believe  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  ruinous,  incom- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  my  constituents.    I 
answer  no.    I  would  nor,  any  more  than  I  would 
violate  the  Constitution  of  my  country.    This  is 
one  of  those  cases,  involving  in  it  consequences 
80  awful,  and  of  such  magnitude,  that  I  should 
make  a  matter  of  conscience  of  it,  and  should  re- 
sign my  seat,  which  the  honorable  gentleman  ad- 
vises one  to  do  in  all  cases,  however  unimportant, 
rather  than  to  yield  his  jodgment  to  that  of  his 
constituents,  even  in  the  very  trifling  one  of  our 
own  compensation.    Mr.  C.  said  he  could  assure 
the    honorable  gentleman,  that,   whenever  he 
wanted  his  advice  on  this  subject,  he  would  wait 
on  him  personally.    Mr.  C.  said  that  he  would 
by  no  means  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
the  mere  theorist ;  the  nation  knew  him  to  be  on 
all  important  subjects  the  practical  politician ; 
but  on  this  he  thought  he  chose  to  indulge  him- 
self in  theoretical  speculations.    Sir, saidMr.  C, 
no  one  respects  more  than  myself  the  manly  inde- 
.  pendence  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  his  exten- 
sive political  knowledge,  and  his  powers  of  elo- 
quence.   And  as  to  the  elegant  comparison  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gbosvehob,) 
of  the  eagle  with  the  turkev-buzzard,  alluding  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  those 
who  opposed  his  doctrine,  I  can  assure  that  gen- 
tleman, that  I  am  as  willing  to  admit  as  himself, 
that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  the 
eagle ;  that  he  soars  in  ^expanse  above  vulgar 
politicians,  is  certain ;  tral ^  is  not  the  bird  that 
feeds  on  carrion  is  still  more  certain ;  nor,  sir,  is 
he  the  political  gladiator  that  wields  his  dagger  on 
all  subjects,  on  all  sides,  just  as  caprice,  interest, 
or  the  whim  of  the  moment  may  dictate. 

Mr.  MoLein,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  he 
should  be  indulged  by  the  House  whilst  he  made 
but  a  very  few  observations  on  this  subject.  He 
entertained  this  hope  the  more  readily  (although 
he  knew  the  patience  of  the  House  must  be  ex- 
hausted) from  a  consideration  that  although  be 
bad  the  honor  (he  might  sayginisfortune)  of  hav- 
ing his  name  recorded  with  a  majority  of  his  col- 
Itaguea,  in  favor  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
he  shouldstand  almost'alone  on  the  question  now 
before  the  House,  to  increase  the  per  diem  to  eight 
dollars. 

When  the  bill  which  passed  into  a  law  at  the 
last  session,  was  progressing  through  this  House. 
I,  said  Mr.  McL.,felt  hut  one  objection  to  giving 
it  my  most  hearty  support,  and  that  was  the  time  it 
was  to  uke  effect.  Although  I  was  satisfied  that 
the  members  of  the  present  Congress  were,  in 
justice^  «8  much  entitled  to  the  increased  com-  I 
pen^tion  as  those  who  should  succeed  us,  yet ' 


was  I  unwilling  to  give  any  vote  which  nri^ht 
subject  me  in  any,  the  slij^htest  degree  to  the  ia- 
putation  of  having  ffiven  it  from  selfish  or  impure 
motives.  When  the  gentleman  from  Firgjnit 
(Mr,  Randdlpb)  offered  his  amendoiettt,  uiog 
the  commencement  of  the  law  to  the  4th  day  of 
March  next,  I  did  hope  my  diffieoliies  would  be 
removed  hj  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend* 
ment ;  which  amendment  I  mostcbeerfoUy  voiei 
for,  but  which  was  lost  by  a  small  majority. 
When  this  amendment  was  rejected,  my  difiieaJ- 
ties  again  were  renewed,  which  I  meiitioiied  to 
several  of  my  colleagues  and  mesamates.  Bat  I 
finally  concluded  that  as,  upon  the  aoandest  pria- 
oiples  of  justice,  the  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress were  as  much  entitled  to  receive  the  in- 
creased compensation  as  those  who  ahoald  sac- 
ceed  us,  that  the  amount  was  small  which  I  woold 
receive  for  my  two  years  service,  and  as  I  believed 
the  measure  proper,  I  reluctantly  voted  for  the 
bill. 

When  I  arrived  within  my  district,  I  was  muck 
surprised  to  find  the  public  mind  agitated ;  and, 
to  increase  the  excitement,  two  old  brokenHdowa 
members  of  Congress,  who  wish«i  again  to  be* 
come  popular — one  of  whom  will  sueeeed  xne, 
and  represent  my  district  in  the  next  Congress, 
the  other  then  a  candidate  for  the  Senate — threw 
themselves  in  the  current,  proclaiuKd  the  iaw 
unconstitutional,  extravagant,  and  an  atarming 
encroachment  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people ;  that  they  had  served  many  years  in  Coa- 

gress,  and  that  six  dollars  per  day  was  amply  tuf- 
eient  not  only  to  support  them  whilst  in  Con- 
gress, but  measurably  to  support  their  families 
in  their  absence,  6lc*  These  statements,  from 
such  authority,  added  fuel  to  the  flame. 

In  addition  to  this,  as  has  been  josily  ohserFed 
by  my  colleague,  almost  tjery  man  who  was  a 
candidate  for  office,  from  that  of  a  eonsiable  to  a 
seat  in  the  L^islatare,  denounced  this  law  as 
wicked  and  corrupt ;  and  I  believe  mauy  honest 
well-meaning  men  were  induced  to  believe  that 
they  were  soon  to  pass  under  the  iron  yoke  of 
tyranny. 

Although  I  was  not  a  candidate  (for  reasona 
which  will  readily  be  imagined  by  this  House)  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  justify  my  vote  before  my  coa- 
stituents.    I  endeavored  to  prove  to  them  that 
the  House  of  Represenutives,  who  were  elected 
directly  by  the  people,  and  to  them  responsible 
for  their  votes,  ought  to  be  considered  by  them  as 
the  palladium  of  their  rights.    Hence  the  neees- 
sity  of  electing  men  of  tuents,  morality,  iadosiry. 
and  integrity,  to  represent  them.    That  mea  ot 
this  description  were  more  frequently  foand  ia 
the  lower  and  middle  walks  of  life  ((  mean  as  to 
property)  than  among  the  more  wealthy  pari  of 
the  community ;  that  these  men,  who  might  be 
styled  self-made  men,  were  generally  more  ac- 
quainted with  the  views,  the  wishes  and  defltes  ot 
the  great  mass  of  the  people^  than  those  who  had 
been  dandled  in  the  lap  of  fortune;  that  they  ought 
to  give  such  a  compensation  to  their  menibers,as 
woold  not  only  support  them  while  in  their  ser* 
vice,  but  measurably  to  Support  their  families  ia 
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heir  absence;  that,  unless  they  did  so,  they  mast 
calculate  oo  being  represented  only  by  men  of 
vrealth,  which  I  hoped  would  nerer  oe  the  case; 
hat  except  they  increased  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
)er8,  no  man  of  wealth  could  continue  to  repre- 
ent  them  long  in  Congress;  that  although  men 
\i  moderate  circumstances  might  represent  them 
I  few  years,  yet  about  the  time  they  had  informed 
hemselFes  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  mode 
\i  doing  business,  and  reallv  qualified  themselves 
o  discharge  their  duty  with  credit  to  themselves 
.od  utility  to  their  constituents  and  the  nation, 
hey  would  have  to  quit  Congress  ^  or  provide 
lot  for  their  household,  and  be  worse  than  infi* 
aIa  f  these,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  reasons 
ly  which  I  endeavored  to  justify  my  vote  before 
ay  constituents.  These  reasons  I  offered  to  them 
D  favor  of  the  law  of  last  session  in  the  sincerity  of 
ay  soul,  and  I  would  in  this  concise  manner  ofier 
hem  to  the  House  as  reasons  for  voting  to  increase 
he  per  diem  from  six  to  eight  dollars.  I  feel 
lowever  some  little  embarrassment  on  this  sub- 
ect.  I  fear  if  the  present  Congress  increase  the 
«r  diem  to  eight  dollars,  it  will  be  more  morti- 
ying  to  mv  successor,  and  no  doubt  to  manr 
ithers  who  have  mounted  the  compensation  bill, 
^nd  will  ride  it  to  this  House,  lo  receive  more 
han  six  dollars  per  dav,  as  he  has  stated  to  his 
onstituents  that  six  dollars  per  day  was  an  ample 
ompensation,  and  I  am  sure  his  good  sense,  mo- 
ality,  and  religion,  will  prevent  him  from  wil* 
ingly  receiving  more  than  what  be  considers  a 
fuxd  pro  quo  for  his  services ;  yet  when  I  reflect 
bat,<if  the  blank  should  be  filled  with  eight  dol- 
ars,  no  honorable  member  who  thinks  it  too 
Doch  for  his  services,  is  bound  to  receive  it;  that 
le  can  receive  less  4han  eight  dollars  per  day ; 
re5,  the  good  old  m  dollars  if  he  pleases— this 
lifliculcy  vanishes. 

Although  I  believe,  sir.  the  members  of  the 
)resent  Congress,  generally,  are  not  under  obliga- 
ions  to  those  who  succeed  them,  still  I  am  wil- 
ing to  relieve  my  successor  from  actiiig  on  this 
lubject ;  not  being  a  member  of  the  next  Couji^ress, 
[  can  vote  for  an  increase  of  their  wages  without 
(Objecting  myself  to  the  imputation  of  having 
roted  from  selfish  motives.  Indeed  I  am  satisfied, 
from  the  course  pursued  by  my  successor  previous 
to  the  last  election,  my  constituents  will  be  con- 
vine^  that  I  can  feel  no  indinatbn  to  vote 
money  into  his  pocket.  And  that  if  I  was  in  flu* 
enced  by  feeling  instead  of  duty,  I  would  vote  for 
six  dollars,  but  believing  that  the  path  of  reason 
and  duty,  not  feeling,  is  the  path  to  honor,  I  freely 
vote  for  eight  dollars^  and,  if  I  err,  the  evil  can 
scarcely  be  felt  until  it  can  be  corrected  by  the 
next  Congress. 

I  am  sorry  Mr.  Speaker,  that  so  much  time 
has  been  spent  on  this  bill,  and  that  the  subject 
of  instructions  has  been  so  lengthily  discussed. 
We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  aim  pass  laws,  not 
to  discuss  mere  abstract  principles — this  question 
of  instruction  rests  with  the  Representative  and 
his  constituents;  it  is  to  them  I  feel  respon- 
sible for  my  vote.  It  h  to-tl^em  I  feel  responsible 
for  the  manner  I  discbarge  my  representative 


duties,  and  not  to  this  House.  If  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York  (Mr.  GaoavaNoa)  and 
others,  who  have  opposed  the  rig[ht  of  the  people 
to  instruct,  feel  not  under  obligations  to  represent 
the  views,  wishes,  and  desires  of  their  constituents, 
be  it  so.  I  for  one  hold,  and  I  trust  always  shall 
hold  a  different  doctrine  whilst  I  remain  a  mem* 
ber  of  this  RepubliCi  and  more  particularly  whilst 
I  am  a  member  of  this  body.  It  shall  always  be 
my  pride  to  do  the  will  of  my  constituents,  when 
I  know  that  will,  and,  when  not  known,  to  exer* 
cise  my  best  judgment  to  promote  their  interest. 
I  believe  sir,  that  a  large  majority  of  my  const!* 
tuents  are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session.  I  cheerfully  vote  for  its  repeal, 
and  for  an  increase  of  the  per  diem,  believing 
that  the  interest  of  the  nation  requires  this  mea* 
sure,  and  believing  also  that  my  constituents  will 
approve  the  vote. 

Mr.  RsTMOLDS  next  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts  said  it  was  with 
no  small  d^ree  of  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  dhair,  after  the  amusement  which  the 
House  had  repeived,  from  the  very  facetious  geii* 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr-  Rbynolos,)  wbo 
had  JQst  sat  down.  But,  Mr.  M.  said,  although 
he  should  not  detain  the  House  with  what  gen-^ 
tlemen  had  been  pleased  to  call  their  experiencee 
upon  this  subject,  and  although  he  was  aware 
that  he  could  not  bring  to  the  discussion  the  same 
ability  which  some  honorable  gentlemen  bad  dis- 
played, yet  he  would  venture  to  say  that  in  one 
respect,  at  least,  he  was  as  well  qualified  to  in- 
vestigate the  question  as  any  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.  He 
was,  he  said,  perfectly  cool  and  dispassionate. 
He  had  no  precoiiceived  opinions  to  combat,  nor 
prejudice  to  sacrifice.  Circumstances  had  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  him  to  obtain  leave  of  ab- 
sence before  the  passage  of  the  law,  so  much  com- 
plained of,  of  the  last  session,  by  which  he  had 
involuntarilv  escaped  both  the  odium  and  the 
praise  which  had,  in  different  quarters  of  the 
Union,  been  so  freely  bestowed  upon  those  who. 
advocated  or  opposed  it. 

I  do  not  approach  this  sul^ect  sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
smarting  under  the  chastisement  of  my  constitu- 
ents, for  havinfl  passed  the  law,  nor  elated  with 
the  triumph  of  their  applause  for  my  patriotic 
but  unavfliiliog  opposition  to  the  measure.  The 
presentment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  which  seems  so 
fraught  with  terrors  to  my  honorable  colleague^ 
(Mr.  PaBRia)  does  not  include  me  in  its  charge ; 
nor  am  I  embraced  by  the  numerous  toasts  whicli 
have  been  drunk,  and  thank-offerings  which  have 
been  rendered  to  the  minority  upon  that  question. 
Much  less,  do  I  come  in^rota  pauperis,  to  pro- 
pitiate the  offended  majesty  of  the  people,  by  a 
sacrifice  of  opinions,  deliberately  ](ormed,  and 
honestly  entertained,  upon  the  altar  of  popular 
favor. 

No,.sir,  I  did  not  obtain  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House  by  flattering  the  prejudices  of  my 
constituents;  and  I  have  too  correct  a  knowledge 
of  their  character  to  believe,  that  it  can,  by  such 
means,  be  retained. 
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fVom  the  reoMrkv  wliieh  have  ftUes  ftom 
Mitleineo,  one  woold  thfiik  that  it  was  indeed 
"ceotrary  to  the  ^ntas  of  oar  GoTcmmeat''  to 
bettow  aar  peeiiDiary  eompeasation  for  the  tcr» 
vices  of  those  who  are  intmsted  with  the  great 
aad  importaat  boshiess  of  lefislation— that  the 
priTations  thef  endare,  and  tne  saeriilces  they 
make,  of  ease  and  domestie  comfort,  as  well  as  of 
fortoae  and  bosiness,  are  to  be  efaeerfnlly  home, 
for  the  honor  of  serrinc  the  people,  and  for  the 
good  of  the  coontry.  Bot,  sir,  upon  what  prin- 
ciple do  gentlemen  reqaire  that  of  members  of 
Congress^  which  they  do  not  expect  from  any 
other  oificer  of  yoar  QoTemment?  Examine 
TOur  Constitution.  No  distinction  is  there  onde 
oetween  the  Executire,  Jadicial,  and  Legislatire 
departments,  in  this  r«pect.  The  same  instm- 
ment  which  provides  that  the  President  **  shall 
receive  for  his  services  a  eompeasation^"  and  tikat 
the  Jadges'' shall  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensation," declares,  abo,  that  ^  the  Senators  and 
tlepresentatives  shall  receive  a  compensation  for 
their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  taw,  and  paid 
oat  of  the  Treasary  of  the  Uaited  States." 

By  what  rale  of  constroction  then,  I  aaatn  ask, 
do  eentlemen  contend,  that  precisely  the  same 
words,  made  nse  of  in  diilerent  parts  of  the  same 
iastnimeat,  and  in  relation  to  the  same  subject, 
are  to  be  tortured  into  a  diflbrent  meaning  in  dif- 
ferent places?  Sir,  it  is  coatrary  to  every  soand 
principle  <^  constraetion,  heretofore  applied  to 
statutes,  to  constitutions,  or  any  other  instmment 
whatever— and  we  are  therefore  bound  to  bdieve 
that  the  fhtmers  of  the  Constitatioa  cmder  which 
we  live,  intended  to  give  a  precise  and  definite 
meaning  to  these  expressions,  and  to  place  mem- 
bers of  Congress  in  this  respect  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  other  officers  of  Gtoverament,  by 
giving  to  each  a  reasonable  compensation  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  That  this  was  the  contempora- 
neous exposition  put  upon  that  instrument,  ap- 
pears from  the  act  of  1789,  fixing  your  compen- 
sation at  six  dollars  per  day;  a  sum  which  then 
bore  a  reasonable  proportion  to  the  salaries  at  the 
same  time  established  for  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  the  other  officers  of  Qoverament  But, 
sir,  how  stood  that  proportion  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  late  law  7  Wholly  destroyed.  Open 
your  statute  book.  Session  aiter  session,  and  year 
after  year,  you  find  additions  made  to  their  salaries, 
until  many  are  doable  the  amount  of  their  first 
establishment.  But,  sir,  to  pass  over  the  higher 
offices  of  Government,  much  less  important  to 
the  rights  of  the  people  than  a  seat  in  this  House, 
look  at  those  of  a  humbler  grade,  and  who  have 
difierent  duties  to  perform.  Your  Marshals,  Com- 
missioners of  Boundaries,  and  Commissioners  of 
lK)ans;  your  Collectors  of  Revenue,  and  the 
Qovemors  ofvour  distant  Provinces,  and  their 
Secretaries ;  all  these  and  many  more,  even  the 
petty  officers  of  your  own  House,  receive  a  com- 
nensation  vastly  beyond  what  is  now  proposed 
ler  your  own  services.  Nay,  more^I  call  upon 
the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  (Messrs.  Kino, 
PAaais,  and  CoNNEa)  and  upon  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tatlob,)  who 


are  in  favor  of  illiag  thb  blank  wiclk  aiz  doUais, 
to  travel  with  me  to  their  tHra  8tatca,aatf  tothdr 
own  districts.    Sir,  I  will  there  ahow  them  their 
county  officers,  of  ahnott  every  deecripdea,  their 
Sheriffs.  Clerks,  and  Judges  ef  inferior  tritaaaia 
besides  being  la  the  mim  of  their  fiigndi,aiitf 
prosecuting  their  other  eoneeras^  reectviag  fiom 
their  consutoents,  without  a  mtinnur  er eomptuat, 
much  more  than  the  trifling  pittance  for  wUch 
these  gentleinen  ara^  eat  of  regard  to  tboe  saaie 
constitoents,  now  contending.    Bven  the  ment- 
hers  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Tsrfc, 
a  State  whose  policy  upon  this  ssbjeety  at  home, 
19  exceedingly  generous  and  libefw,  receive  fire 
dollars  a  day  for  their  attendance  Ac  the  Asaa^ 
Uj.    I  ask  the  honorabie  gentlenin  horn  New 
Tork  (BIr.  TavLoa)  to  compare  tknc  with  the 
compensation  he  receives  here,  to  say  neching  ef 
the  differenee  in  the  expense  ef  living  at  the 
two  places    in  the  tme  ease  he  wnnM  be  pRNn^* 
tiag  and  extending  his  piivate  tnterest  and  pte- 
fessional  parsuits,  m  the  other,  makbya  eonplefe 
saerifieeof  both. 

BttL  sir,  we  are  laid  ef  the  hennr  of  a  seat  in 
this  ilonse,  and  that  this,  to  a  generet  mind,  ia 
a  sufficient  reaMneiatiea.  Sir,  I  appreciate,  as 
highly  as  any  man,  the  honor  bcdenging  to  thb 
elevated  aad  importaat  station*  As  we  me  the 
immediate  Repieseataiives  of  the  peapte,  so  we 
are  the  immediate  guardians  of  their  nghis;  and 
it  is  for  that  vtrv  reason  that  I  wish  to  place  the 
Representative  oeyond  the  reach  ef  att  those 
umptations  by  which  he  oaay  be  nssaaM,  and  to 
enable  htm  to  discharge  the  gieai  dnties  of  his 
trust,  with  tadependenee^  and  a  single  eye  to  the 

Eablic  good.  But,  sir,  is  this  the  onljr  post  of 
ooor  in  the  nation  7  Is  theie  ao  honor  ntaaehei 
to  the  office  of  President^  Heads  ef  DepmrtmeDts, 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Ministera  ahron^ 
and  various  other  places  in  the  gift  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people?  And  yet  whoerex 
heard  that  assigned  as  a  reason  fhr  diminishing 
their  salaries  1  No  sir,  the  sniest  way  to  preserve 
the  rsspectability  of  this  HonaOi  and  to  make  a 
seat  here  truly  an  honor,  is  to  enable  the  people 
to  call  into  their  service,  upon  this  ioor,  the  tat* 
ents  and  integrity  of  the  country;  to  throw  opea 
vour  doors  to  men  of  moderate  fortune,  and  of 
honorable  ambition,  who  caa  here  eara  an  honest 
fame,  by  devoting  themselves  to  the  service  of 
the  couatry,  without  entailii^  ruin  upon  their 
families,  it  is  for  this,  and  this  ealy  we  ooniend  ; 
and  believe  me,  sir.  this  course  oompoits  aliko 
with  the  honor  of  tne  Gevemaaent  and  the  per- 
manent interests  of  the  nation.  That  the  com- 
pensation  heretofore  idlowed  to  members  ef  Ooa* 
gross  is  wholly  inadequate  to  this  eibeCi  hae  been 
most  satisfiictorily  proved  by  the  calcidatiens  aad 
arguments  of  my  venerable  eolleague  (Mr.  Picc* 
aaine)  aad  many  other  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded  me  in  this  debate. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gendeman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Wii'LULUe,)  who  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  Saturday,  that  the  sitnation 
of  the  country  is  such  as  will  aot  justify  any  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  i  that  we  are  ember- 
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vsaed  with  a  hctry  debt,  wii  tine  tht  people  are 
dreedy  prcaied  down  with  the  weight  or  tazei 
mposed  upon  them.    Sifi  permit  me  to  etk  that 
lonorebie  geoftleman  what  was  the  sitaatioa  of 
;h6  csoQDtry  in  1789L  when  the  old  eompeaaation 
WBB  established  1  Then  iadeed  yoor  people  were 
mpoTerished,  yooreoaocry  embarrassed,  the  debt 
if  the  Bevoluttoo  was  pressing  yoa  to  the  earth, 
rour  credit  exhausted,  and  your  revenae  a  mere 
Irop  in  the  boekec  in  comparison  with  its  present 
moont.    And  yet  the  statesmea  of  that  day,  men 
listiognished  for  their  correct  riews  of  economy, 
ixed  upon  a  oompensacion,  which  was  double 
n  Talae^  though  oi  Oie  eame  nominal  amount, 
a  that  gentleman  now  contends. 
No,  sir,  while  you  are  distributing  with  a  liberal, 
tot  tosa^i^ofuse,  band,  the  money  of  the  people, 
0  almoss  svery  obket  of  public  utility  or  private 
liatress,  tbat  gentieBMUi  cannot  bdieve  his  cen- 
titoeats  wilite  serioudy  oppressed  br  paying  their 
^reportioft  of  the  paltry  sum  whien  constitutes 
he  difbronee  between  the  old,  and  the  prodosed 
ompenaation.    8ir,  it  is  toe  trifling  and  insig* 
lificant  an  amount  to  occupy,  as  it  has  done,  so 
aneh  of  the  attention  of  this  House,  or  the  nation* 
Mr.  Miuus  then  peooeeded  to  siatej  that  al- 
hough  he  was  in  faror  of  the  increase  of  com* 
lensation,  be  thoun ht  it  should  be  effected  by  add* 
nf  to  the  daily  aitowaoce,  and  not  by  an  annual 
tipend.    This  mode  was,  be  said,  more  uniform 
iod  equal  in  its  opemtioo.    Sessions  of  Congress 
ffc  of  unequal  length  in  dlffereirt  Tears,  and  the 
ame  sum  which  in  one  year  would  be  an  ample, 
ind  perhaps  extiava^nt,  compensation,  might 
n  anothar,  and  especially  if  there  should  be  ao 
ottra  session,  be  wholly  inadequate.  The  Senate, 
00,  were  sometimes  conTeoed  by  the  President 
o  transact  Executive  business,  when  the  House 
lo  not  assemble;   that  branch  would  then  be 
ilaced  OB  an  unequal  fbocini^  with  this  House. 
Tiz  upon  a  reasonable  and  fair  allowance  by  the 
lay,  said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  g^reat  ground  of  clamor 
sill  be  removed  from  the  people.   They  will  then 
enow  what  they  pay,  and  the  demagogues  of  the 
lay  wiU  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  excite  a 
mspieion  that  their  Representatives  had  slighted 
;he  public  business,  for  the  sake  of  brinffing  the 
session  to  an  early  close.    Indeed,  Mr.  fii.  said, 
be  had  scarcely  beard  any  intelligeat  man  out  of 
the  House  question  ibe  propriety  of  increasing  the 
compeuMtion.  Such  men  had  confined  their  com- 
plaints to  the  modeof  increase^  and  that  the  law  was 
retrospective  in  its  operation,  so  that  those  who 
raised  the  eompensation  participated  in  the  bene- 
fits of  its  ittcrsase.as  well  for  that  part  of  the  ses- 
sion which  had  eiai»ed)  as  for  that  which  was  to 
coraew    This  Ust  grievance,  if  it  be  one,  It  is  now 
too  late  to  remedy,  but  the  other  it  is  still  in  yoor 
power  to  correct.    What,  said  Mr.  M.,  was  the 
great  object  gentlemen  had  in  view  in  passing 
the  law  oi  the  last  session?    It  was  to  raise  the 
compenmtion,  and  the  mode  of  payment  was  a 
mere  circumstance,  not  at  all  necessary  to  the 
attainment  of  the  main  object.    Let  me  then  ask 
gentlemen  in  fitvor  of  the  law  of  lait  session,  how 
they  can  withhold  their  aid  from  those  who  have 


the  same  ob|eoi  in  view,  but  diier  only  in  the 
mode  of  attaming  it  ?  Why  persevere  in  an  ad- 
herence to  form,  at  the  risk  o{  the  substance? 
Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  endeavoring  to  persuade 
honorable  gentlemen  to  a  course  which  he  him- 
self would  not  adopt.  Re  was  ready  to  prove 
the  sincerity  of  bis  profession  by  his  vote ;  for 
bcHering  as  he  did  most  conscientiously,  that  the 
compensation  under  the  old  law  was  inadequate,  if 
all  attempts  to  fill  the  blanks  in  this  bill  with  a 
reasonable  daily  allowance  shall  fail,  Mr.  M.  said. 
he  should  most  certainly  vote  against  the  repeal 
of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and  especially  if  it 
was  connected  with  a  repeal  of  all  laws  upon 
this  subject.  He  deprecated  the  ide%  that  each 
Congress  was  to  fix  toe  compensation  of  its  mem- 
bers. It  was  throwing  the  apple  of  discord  into 
every  succeeding  Couf^ress^  at  its  outset,  aad  it 
was  holding  up  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  prize  ro 
the  most  noisy  brawler  of  economy,  a  prize  upon 
which  every  election  would  generally  be  struck 
off  to  the  lowest  bidder.  By  a  conetliatoir  conrsCi 
in  regard  as  well  to  the  precise  sum  as  tne  modi^ 
much  future  evil  may  now  be  avoided.  The 
dignity  of  the  House,  as  well  as  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  people,  requires  that  somethiuff  per^ 
manent  shoora  now  be  accomplished,  and  that 
the  public  mind  should  no  longer  be  agitated  by 
this  disgusting  subject. 

In  the  course  ot  this  discussion^  Mr.  Speaker, 
said  Mr.  M.{  honorable  gentlemen  have  thought 
proper  to  indulge  themselves  in  speculations 
upon  the  nature  and  theory  of  our  €h)vemment, 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people;  and  the  duties 
of  their  Representatives;  and  I  have  been  not 
a  linle  astonished  and  alarmed  at  some  of  the 
doctrines  that  have  been  advanced  on  this  occa- 
sion. These  doetrinesy  however,  have  been  so 
ably  combatted  by  the  arguments  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) that  I  do  not  feel  myeelf  at  lloerty  to  oc- 
cupy the  time  and  attention  of  the  House  at  any 
considerable  length,  with  remarks  upon  a  subject 
to  which  he  has  done  such  ample  justice.  But, 
sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  notice  some  of  the 
extraordinary  positions  taken  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  f  Mr*  WtLLiAMa,) 
who  addressed  you  on  Saturaay,  positions  as 
dangeroue  as  they  are  untenable,  and  as  directly 
opposed  to  the  nature  of  our  representative  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty. 

That  gentleman  has  told  us  that "  in  this  country 
the  peo^e  are  the  sovereign  power;  that  they 
can  do  no  wrong;  that  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation law,  their  voice  has  been  heard  in  favor  of 
its  repeal,  and  this  roice  we  are  bound  to  obey.**" 
And  is  it,  indeed,  so,  sir  ?  Do  we  live  under  the 
unstable  and  fiuctuating  ffovemment  of  a  wild 
and  furious  democracy^  ana  are  our  ^reat  and  es- 
sential rights  and  privileges,  everything  that  can 
endear  society,  and  render  life  Vaiaable,  held  at 
the  mercy  of  a  capricious  multitude  7  No,  sir, 
this  is  not  our  situation.  All  power  indeed  is 
originally  derived  from  the  people,  and  is  to  be 
exercisea  for  their  good,  by  the  several  branches 
of  the  Government,  in  the  way  pointed  out  by 
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the  CoiMtitDtioa ;  but,  i&  the  rightfol  exercise  of 
the  powers  thus  delq^ated  by  the  people,  the  Gk>?- 
ernroent  of  the  United  States  is  as  sovereif^n 
and  iadependent  as  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 
True,  the  people  of  this  country  have  retained  in 
their  hanos,  and  the  Constitution  has  goarantled 
to  them  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  priT- 
ileges  consistent  with  a  well  regulated  society. 
But,  sir,  the  great  and  essential  attributes  of  m>r* 
ereignty  they  have,  by  solemn  compact,  Tolun- 
tarily  surrendered  to  a  government  established 
by  themselves ;  and  so  long  as  that  compact  ex- 
ists, these  attributes  cannot  be  resnmed. 

The  people  have  thus  wisely  provided  for  their 
own  security  and  protection,  by  the  creation  of 
mounds  and  barriers  against  the  inroads  of  usur- 

Cition  and  licentiousness.  The  constitutions,  the 
ws,  the  institutions  of  your  country,  are  the 
great  safeguards  of  your  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

But,  says  the  gentleman.  ^Uhe  voice  of  the 
people  is  always  right,  and  must  be  implicitly 
obeyed" — "  Voxpopulii  vox  DeP^ — '*  the  Toice  of 
the  people  is  the  voice  of  God,"  is  a  maxim  which, 
by  a  perversion  of  its  true  meaning,  has  become 
more  fallacious  in  principle,  and  more  dangerous 
in  its  consequences,  than  any  other  which  the 
frenzy  of  political  madness  can  conceive.  It 
has  prostrated  the  wisdom  of  ages,  and  drenched 
the  earth  with  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants.  In 
one  respeotj  indeed,  does  the  '*  voice  of  the  peo* 
pie"  sometimes  resemble  the  "  voice  of  the  Al* 
mighty,"  in  the  terror  of  its  power,"  rather  than 
the  perfection  of' its  wisdom.  It  is  the  voice 
which  speaks  in  the  thunder,  the  earthquake,  the 
tornado.  It  carries  ruin,  and  havoc,  and  desola- 
tion in  its  train.  It  sometimes  subverts  the  deep 
foundations  on  which  the  great  pillars  of  morality 
and  order  are  erected,  and  introduces  universal 
anarchy  and  confusion,  the  reign  ^'of  chaos  and 
old  night,"  in  their  stead.  History  is  full  of  in- 
struction u[>on  this  subject.  ^  The  voice  of  the 
people"  banished  Aristides  from  the  councils  of 
Athens,  and  drove  Camiilus  from  employment  at 
Rome.  "The  voice  of  the  people"  has  been 
made  the  apology  for  every  outrage  and  every 
enormity.  Look  at  modern  Europe;  see  there 
its  progress,  written  in  blood.  Revolutions,  the 
most  bloody,  and  massacres,  the  most  cruel,  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  pretended  "  voice  of  the 
people,"  and  the  wisdom,  and  rirtue,  and  talents 
of  a  nation  have  been  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of 
the  tempest  which  this  voice  has  excited.  Phi- 
losophers and  demagogues,  atheists  and  tyrants, 
each  in  their  turn  have  summoned  to  their  aid 
this  powerful  auxiliary  to  demoralize,  degrade, 
and  enslave  mankind. 

These  enormities  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would,  I  know,  be  the  last  to  justify. 
But  let  him  reniember  they  were  all  committed 
under  the  sanction  of  this  dangerous  maxim.  Is 
then  this  voice,  which  is  more  frequently  made 
to  echo  the  wishes  of  ambitious  and  unprincipled 
demagogues,  than  the  cool  and  deliberate  opin- 
ions of  the  people,  always  to  be  obeyed  ?  Is  the 
Representative  to  surrender  the  convictions  of 


his  own  mind,  the  dictates  of  his  coaseiesee  aai 
his  iudgment,  to  the  decisions  of  «  tribonal  so 
liable  to  misapprehension  and  error?    No,  air; 
he  has  a  hi^h  and  exalted  part  Co  perfbrm.  and 
his  duty  to  his  C3od  and  his  coon  try,  alike  require 
him  to  Usten  to  the  **  still  soull  voiced  of  icasaa 
and  conscience,  and  leave  the  ereat  to  Heaven. 
Not  to  desert  his  post  in  the  hoar  of  danger,  bat 
manfully  to  breast  himself  agaiast  the  torrent  \» 
save  the  people  from  the  conseqaenceis  of  their 
own  errors,  and  to  sacrifice,  if  necesaary ,  his  love 
of  popularity  to  his  love  of  jnstieeu    This,  sir, 
was  the  course  pursued  by  oar  politieal  fiuher,  ii 
a  most  interesting  period  of  oar  history.     When 
the  French  Revolution  burst  upon  the  astonished 
world,  we  all  know  it  was  hailed  by  the  '^  voice 
of  the  people"  in  this  country,  as  the  dAming  of 
a  glorious  day  of  freedom,  and  the  harbinger  of 
hope  and  joy  to  suffering  nations.    Svery  effort 
of  reason,  and  every  impnlse  of  feeling,  were  en- 
listed in  favor  of  those  who,  as  we  vainJy  be- 
lieved, were  contending  for  the  rights  which  we 
so  richly  enjoyed.    The  enihosiasm  spread  with 
the  rapidity  or  lightning,  from  one  extremity  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  and  the  Government 
and  the  people  were  openly  called  opon  to  make 
a  common  cause,  with  a  nation  contcading  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  against  the  combined  despots  of 
Europe.    What  then  was  the  coodoct  of  vFasji- 
iMOTOM  1    Did  he  feel  himself  bound  to  obey  the 
'*  voice  of  the  people,"  thus  audibly  ptonooncol  I 
No,  sir;  he  looked  to  the  permanent  interest,  and 
not  the  temporary  wishes,  of  the  people.    To 
secure  this  object,  he  pat  at  hazard  the  fame  of 
a  whole  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  eonntry. 
He  issued  his  proclamation  of  neatrality,  and  the 
stormy  waves  of  popular  commotion  were  dashed 
back  upon  themselves.    Had  he  yielded  to  the 
clamor  of  the  moment,  or,  mm  it  was  then  called, 
the  ^  voice  of  the  people^''  we  too  should  have 
been  drawn  into  that  vortex  which,  at  one  period, 
had  well  nigh  enguJphed  and  destroyed  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  loo,  sir,  when  the  treaty 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay,  with  the  British  Qoreru^ 
ment,  was  before  Congress,  had  the  Representa- 
tives then  surrendered  their  judgment  to  the  mia«> 
guided  ^  voice  of  the  people/'  the  treaty  woidd 
not  have  been  carried  into  enect,  and  all  the  im- 
portant benefits  which,  for  a  coarse  of  yean,  re- 
sulted from  it  would  have  been  lost  to  the  nation. 

Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  not  to  be 
muunderstood  or  misrepresented.  To  the  calm, 
deliberate,  and  dispassionate  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, coolly  expressed,  upon  a  subject  fairly  bmre 
them,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facu 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  decision,  I 
should  most  certainly,  upon  all  occasions,  pay  the 
utmost  deference  and  respect,  and,  aoless  opposed 
to  my  sober  convictions  and  deliberate  judgment, 
should  sanction  it  by  my  vote.  Do  genUemen 
believe  that,  iii  the  case  before  us,  the  honest  yeo- 
manry of  the  interior  have  been  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  necessary  to  come 
to  a  correct  result?  That  they  understood  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  the  construction  which  liad 
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leen  put  upoo  it,  and,  abo? e  all,  th«  reasoqis  and 
acts  upon  which  it  wtfs  founded  ?  Bu^  sir,  I 
im  reminded  by  gentiemea  of  the  proceeding  of 
be  Massachusetts  Legislature  upon  this  subject. 
Sir,  I  shall  not  upon  this  occasion,  nor,  I  trust, 
ipon  any  other,  on  this  floor,  speak  of  the  pro- 
eediogs  of  that  Legislature  in  any  other  terms 
ban  those  of  respect ;  but  I  do  exceedingly  re- 
Tet  that  this  should  have  been  considered  a  proper 
ubject  for  State  interference ;  and  how  tar  the 
emarks  I  have  just  made  will  apply  to  the  mem* 
ers  of  that  honorable  body,  I  lea ?e  to  their  can- 
or  to  decide.  In  the  purity  of  their  motiTes 
nd  the  integrity  of  their  intentions  I  hate  the 
lost  perfect  confidence;  but  as  their  request  to 
le  upon  this  occasion  is  unaccomnanied  by  tbe 
easons  which  induced  it,  I  must  be  permitted, 
fter  giving  that  request  all  the  consiaeration  to 
rhich,  from  its  respectable  origin,  it  is  entitled, 
9  follow  the  honest  couTictions  of  my  own  judg- 
Qent.  In  coming  to  the  decision  which  they 
ormed  upon  this  question,  they  undoubtedly 
ought  information  from  the  best  sources  within 
beir  reach ;  and  when  1  am  told  that  the  only 
lember  of  that  Legislature  whose  recent  ser- 
ices  in  Congress  could  enable  him  to  give  them 
ny  practical  information  had  long  been  of 
pinion,  and  contended,  as  some  honorable  gea- 
lemen  do  here,  that  indemnity  for  expenses  in* 
urred,  and  not  compensation  for  services  ren- 
ered,  was  all  that  should  be  attempted,  that  six 
ollars  a  day  was  amply  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
ose ;  and  when  I  call  to  mind  the  welNmerited 
Dflueoce  which  that  hichly  respectable  gentle- 
aan  enjoys  in  that  Legimture,  I  am  by  no  means 
urprised  at  tbe  result  of  their  deliberations.  But. 
ir,  when  I  find  another  honorable  member  or 
fiat  L^islature,  who,  as  commissioner  of  bouod- 
ry^  is  in  the  annual  r^^^ipt  of  nearly  Rre  thons- 
nd  dollars  from  your  Treasury,  for  services 
rhich  he  has  never  yet  performed,  compUiuing 
f  the  extravagant  compensation  allowed  to  mem* 
ers  of  Congress,  for  all  their  services,  privations, 
nd  sacrifices,  I  am  at  some  loss  to  account  for 
IB  patriotic  efforts  in  this  behalf.  One  fact,  bow- 
ver,  is  worth^r  of  remark:  at  the  late  Congres- 
ional  election  in  Massachusetts,  he  was  the  can* 
iidate  in  opposition  to  my  honorable  ci^eague 
Mr.  KiHo)  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  law  of  the 
ast  session,  and  he  succeeded  in  his  election. 
But,  sir,  1  have  protracted  my  remarks  much  be- 
pond  my  intention  when  I  rose.  I  beg  pardon 
or  the  time  1  have  occupied,  and  am  grateful 
o  the  House  and  the  Chair  for  the  attention  I 
lave  received.' 

Mr.  Wezcdovbb,  of  New  York,  said,  at  the  last 
session,  when  the  act  passed,  which  tne  bill  now 
before  the  House  proposed  to  repeal,  he  gave  a 
iilent  vote ;  that  vote  be  since  bad,  and  now  did 
regret,  not  because  he  deemed  the  amount  too 
Sreat,  but  because  he  did  not  then,  nor  did  he 
DOW,  like  the  mode ;  and  he  did  believe,  had  the 
members  generally  expressed  their  sentiments^ 
the  mode  would  not  have  obtained. 

1  had  intended  on  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  W., 
^  on  the  former,  to  give  uiy  vote  without  uoub- 


ling  the  Houee  with  any  remarks;  bnt  we  have 
heard  so  much  on  the  doctrine  of  instruction,  and 
heard  it  stated  in  almost  as  maov  points  of  view 
as  have  been  the  attempto  to  define  it,  that  it  bo- 
comes  us  to  know,  if  we  are  bound  by  instruc- 
tions, what  these  instructions  are.  I  did  not  hear 
the  honorable  sentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calbodn)  on  this  subject;  I  regret  that 
other  public  duties  required  a  temporary  absence. 

Sir,  I  have  no  instructions;  had  I  believed  i 
was  sent  here  to  legislate  by  instructions,  except 
by  those  I  find  in  the  Constitution  and  the  prti^ 
cinlea  of  our  Republican  Government,  and  could 
1  have  adopted  the  doctrine  of  instruction  as  laid 
down  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  1  should 
have  demanded  of  my  constituents  to  wmaia  in 
perpetual  session,  either  in  bulk  or  by  proxy,  and 
send  me  my  instructions  from  day  to  day,  as  I 
might  be  caUed  to  act ;  and,  also,  instruct  me  how 
to  vote,  when  I  had,  in  other  respects,  acted  w^ 
der  such  instructions.  But,  sir,  if  my  constitnenta 
believed  I  could  maturely  think  one  way  and 
vote  another,  I  am  happy  on  my  own  aocoonc 
that  they  are  mistaken,  and  sorry  on  their  an- 
count  they  should  wish  for  such  a  Representa- 
tive ;  on  such  conditions  I  cannot  serve  them. 

Sir,  it  is  because  we  appear  to  think  one  way 
and  act  another,  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill, 
if  it  assumes  the  character  it  gpt  in  the  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole ;  and  if  sO)  it,  nor  its  advocatei^ 
shall  ever  boast  the  aid  of  my  vote  or  feeble  ef* 
forts  in  procuring  its  pasaage  into  a  law. 

Sir,  is  this  simply  a  question  of  dollars  and 
cents  between  us  and  our  constituents?  It  may 
be  so  in  the  estimation  of  some,  but  I  hope  no 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  floor  b  so  sordid  as 
to  be  influenced  in  his  vote  by  what  he  shall  re^ 
ceive  here — bat  what  is  a  reasonable  stipend  for 
the  services  of  members  of  Congrea^-I  will  not 
call  it  a  compensation ;  it  is  not  a  compensation, 
what  you  are  about  to  reduce*  No,  sir,  this  is  jt 
question  between  the  people  and  themselves;  or, 
if  you  please,  between  them  and  their  Represent* 
atives,  not  only  in  .this  Congress,  but  sueeeeding 
Congresses  for  years  to  come ;  and  a  question,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  on  which  will  depend 
the  important  result  whetner  you  will  compel 
the  people  to  select  for  their  Representatives  na^ 
bobs  for  their  opulence,  or  mendicants  tbroogh 
their  wanu;  or  whether  they  shall  haverecouraa 
to  the  mass  of  the  population,  and  select  those  of 
the  best  talents  in  the  nation  to  enact  their  laws. 
Gentlemen  will  pardon  me — I  wish  not,  Mr* 
Speaker,  to  be  understood  as  including  myself 
with  those  I  have  last  mentioned.  No,  sir,  the 
war  which,  under  Providence,  happily  gave  lib- 
erty to  my  country,  unfortunately  deprived  me  of 
opportunities  which  gentleaaen  around  me  have 
enjoyed. 

The  gentleman  froip  Virginia  (Mr.  Ttuib) 
has  told  us,  in  his  theory  of  instruction,  '^  that  we 
are  bound  hand  and  foot.''  1  had  thought  this  was 
a  Representative  Government — I  believe  it  is  so. 
What  is  a  Representative?  One  exhibiting  thf 
likeness  of  another;  one  exercising  the  vicarioos 
or  delegated  power  given  by  another.    But  if  the 


1107 


;5K 


OF  C0I1V6BB8B. 


Jl.orJft. 


jAjnrjar,  1817. 


doetrine  of  the  gcotiemaii  be  oorreet,  we  hurt  no 
dclei»ted  power;  for,  if  eveh  powir  existed  with 
us,  it  most  heve  been  ddegmied  for  some  valaable 
parpoee^  aod  oagbt  to  be  ezereiaed  coBformahly 
to  che  beet  ondersteiidiDg  and  eectled  coDTiotion 
of  the  Representative. 

TbegestlemaiA  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
uAica)  has  said,  "the  people  cannoc  be  wrong 
in  tlieory  or  pnctice.'*  This  position  has  been 
weired  by  ny  honorable  eeileague,  (Mr.  Gaos- 
▼Bsoa.)  and  fonnd  wanting.  I  shall  only  add,  in 
applyinff  the  doetrine,  that  if  the  act  you  are  abqpt 
to  reped  be  wrong  in  the  estimation  of  the  peo- 
ipie,  tbe^  hare  acted  unwisely,  and  consequently 
wrong,  in  delegating  their  powers  to  as ;  for  we 
hAve  not  only,  in  paising  it,  shown  no  likeness  to 
the  people,  as  we  enacted  it,  bat  I  fear  we  shall 
prove,  in  the  sequel,  ihat  we  are  still  more  folli- 
ble,  and  can  be,  as  well  as  do  wron^.  We  may, 
hiowever,  have  the  consoling  reflection,  that  we 
are  not  wrong  in  every  point  of  riew ;  for,  with 
'Very  little  exception,  all  our  theories  expressed  on 
this  floor,  on  this  sobject,  are,  that  six  dollars  per 
4iem  is  quite  too  little,  but  yet  we  must  not — we 
ought  not— we  dare  not  lake  more.  But,  sir.  why 
are  we  not  to  receive  more  than  six  dollars  per 
day?  Why,  because  six  dollars  was  fixed  in 
1769,  when  all  admit  it  was  equal  to^  if  "not  more 
than  twelve  dollars  now.  This  is  an  anomaly  in 
legislation ;  it  is  to  m^  altogether  irreconcilable. 
Ii  is  a  new  light  on  the  subject  of  legislation  I 
cannot  comprehend,  and,  if  it  be  a  true  light,  I 
lupe  we  shall  profit  by  its  appearance. 

But.  say  gentlemen,  we  muM  reduce  the  pay  to 
eix  dollars  per  day,  because  we  have  Instructions 
from  oor  constituents.  Now,  if  this  be  the  fact, 
and  we  must  obey,  we  may  be  compared  to  gal- 
Jey  elaves,  rowing  one  way  but  looking  another ; 
or  perhaps  we  are  more  aptly  to  be  compared  to 
the  French  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  when  Bo- 
nafMrte  returned  from  Bgjrpt;  like  them  we  are 
kgisbting  by  the  power  or  the  people,  hot  the 
throng  without^  in  hostile  array,  demand  asur- 
fCttder«*Hi  situation  in  which  1  hope  never  to  see 
an  Amerlean  Congress. 

8ir,  how  stands  the  foots  to  whfch  I  have  re* 
forred  ?  We  need  not  go  to  the  private  chambers 
of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House,  to  in* 
quite  their  oj^nioos  as  to  the  amount  of  the  pres* 
ent  eoBpenaation ;  they  have  been  fully  expressed 
la  this  debate. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
JoaNeoM,)  who  first  brought  op  this  subject,  in  a 
loag,eonaistent,and  argumentative  speech, proved, 
ittcontestably,  that  the  amount  of  pay  was  not  tod 
great,  in  any  point  of  riew;  but,  acting  with  can- 
ior  aod  honor  as  he  always  acts,  he  was  willing 
10  girt  up  his  impressions,  if  wrong,  and  let  the 
sobject  undergo  a  new  investigation;  that  the 

BDwer  which  created  the  law  might  retain,  mod- 
y,  or  repeal  it 

What  are  we  taught  by  the  able  report  of  the 
select  committee?  How  many  memMrs  of  this 
House  have  omitted  to  declare  that  the  arguments 
of  the  committee  are  unanswerable?  If  I  have 
heard  of  a  few  such,  I  pledge  myself  they  are  few 


indeed.  What  has  been  the  tbeoae  oa  this  floor? 
I  need  not  slate  it.  it  is  too  well  kaowa ;  in  opia- 
ion  we  differ  little,  in  our  Totes  we  dtfer  much. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  the  inetraecions  reeeiredl 
They  are  not  general,  they  ore  aot  dcfiaite,  hot 
ihey  are  various;  ves,  and  in  some  respeets^  rhev 
are  very  loud ;  ana  I  may  add,  as  I  shall  by-ana- 
by  show,  they  are  foeling  too.  Where  did  they 
originate  ?  with  an  editor  of  a  party  paper, wm> 
had  been  a  member  of  this  House,  aad  while  here, 
as  I  am  well  iofovmed,  was  rery  deeiroos  Con- 
gress should  receive  a  greater  compeasatioa,  and 
who,  ia  April  last,  after  his  great  efforts  to  de- 
nounce the  law  as  a  partj  measure^  aad  even  be- 
fore the  election  on  which  his  rerolotioes  wert 
intended  to  operate,  declared,  he  thought  the  lev 
intended  members  to  peceire  the  $1,500,  whefher 
they  attended  ail  the  session,  or  only  a  part  crf'ii! 
Next  they  were  promulgated  by  another  printer, 
who  sought  a  new  weapon,  hoping,  *  by  heaps 
upon  heaps,"  to  slay  his  political  enemies ;  aod 
who,  with  his  editorial  opinioa  aad  labcn^  de- 
nounced the  compensation  law,  as  allowing  too 
much,  while  he  acknowledged  to  his  friends  that, 
in  his  private  opinion,  it  ought  to  have  been  not 
less  than  t#eaty*five  nuadred  dollars. 

One  honorable  gentleman  had  ia  his  pocket 
legislative  instructions  to  repeal  the  law;  aaothtt 
is  indicted  by  a  graod  jury  for  votii^  for  iL  I 
have  no  legislaiive  instructions,  and,  if  we  are  to 
be  governt^  by  these,  it  is  but  fair,  as  the  Legis- 
lature of  my  Suiieis  now  in  session,  I  should  be 
excused  from  voting  for  six  dollars  till  I  shoald 
hear  from  them;  should  I  get  such  instructions, 
I  will  treat  the  iastmcters  with  respect ;  but  tbeir 
iastructions,  if  they  do  not  coincide  with  my 
views  of  propriety,  shall  pass  far  a  thing  of  aaogfat 
If  i  am  to  be  governed  by  the  indictaieBl  of  a 
grand  jury,  knowing  oor  gmnd  Jones  ia  New 
York  have  lately  bad  noie  argent  busraess.  I 
wisb  to  defer  a  decision  en  the  question  pending, 
till  they  shall  have  time  to  attend  to  my  cose ;  and 
if  they  only  ehaige  me  with  voting  for  iJhe  act  of 
last  session,  they  need  no  witnesaes  —  I  shall 
plead  guilty. 

If  we  are  to  take  local  iastractioBs  as  our  guide, 
at  least  ooe  of  my  honorable  colleagues  is  plaera 
in  a  still  more  awkward  situation  than  myaelf, 
unless,  as  in  the  presuat  proceedioga  of  HHIs-Hoose, 
he  is  to  infer  that  the  minority  of  the  pec^e 
apeak  the  public  voice.  At  a  receat  town  meei- 
tag  ia  his  district,  composed  of  I  kaow  not  how 
many,  perhaps  ten  or  fiiceen,  possibly  twenty-five, 
they  resolved-* 

**  That  we  decidedly  dismiove  of  the  conduct  of  flie 
members  of  oor  State  snd  rfatioBal  Legislatuies,  ia 
flw  pssnge  of  the  oompBiisation  and  selaiy  Uws,  sb4 
ws  consider  all  those  ifvno  were  engaged  in  atdiag  «r 
advoeating  those  measurss,  and  who  still  penist  iaike 
ssme  epiidonsy  ss  onworthy  of  pablic  eonfidenoew 

"  Besoioedf  That  ear  delegates  to  the  county  conven- 
tion be  instmcted  to  use  tbsSr  eodeavois  to  procare  sa 
ezprssiioa  of  the  sentiments  of  that  meeting  on  the 
above  subject." 

Sir,  these  delegates  were  true  to  their  trust ;  six 
at  least  attended  the  county  meeting  i  they  used 
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tfacir  eadflsfon,  aid  the  result  «M,  to  on  tlie 
phrasfM^yf  of  the  genderaao  from  BfantehB- 
■etts,  (flfn  HuLBBftT,)  tbe  sue  d«icgatet  Toted 
nnaaiinovslf  for  their  reeolocioo,  aed  the  residae 
of  the  neetlBg,  ifty-foor  Jd  aamber,  voted  aoan- 
imoDslf  affaitist  it.  Must  I  retraet  what  I  have 
jaid  1  If  I  eoQid  eahseribe  to  the  doctrines  of 
some  geatlemea  in  this  House,  I  should  now  say 
I  have  iDstraeiioBsi  and  should  these  patriotic 
delegates,  disappoloted  in  their  ewn  district, travel 
till  taey  meet  and  confer  with  the  gmnd  jury  who 
indicted  my  honomUe  friend  on  my  ieft,  (Mr. 
PARBia,)  I  almost  sospeet  he  will  have  another 
count  in  his  indictment.;  for,  in  addition  to  vol- 
iDf  for  the  ohnosions  law,  they  would  find  his 
opmion  as  to  the  amount  still  qnehanged* 

Sir,  I  Imd  hoped  the  ritfhis  of  conseieace»  and, 
conseqoeiuly,  toe  right  of  opinion,  was  settled  in 
this  country ;  and  that  in  civil  nod  political,  as 
well  as  in  mattors  of  religion,  consoienee  and 
optnion  were  left  unshackled,  if  these  are  the 
instructions  to  |^vevn  our  conduct,  ibey  are  point- 
ed nod  eztenstve.  I  know  not  if  the  President 
and  Senate  still  hold  the  same  amnions  they  did 
when  tbey  passed  the  law ;  if  they  do,  and  I  know 
the  members  generally  of  this  Hovse  do.  ( what- 
efver  be  the  fote  of  the  bill  on  your  table,)  we  are 
all  levelled  at  a  blow,  i  kaow  hot  the  opinions 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments,  but,  if  their  opin- 
ions coincide  with  oors,  we  may  apply  the  old 
proverb^**  misery  likee  eomfany/' 

I  know  not  these  denouncing  delegatee^they 
may  be  very  good  men;  bat  Tnm  informed  at 
least  one  of  them  had  bat  just  come  over  from 
the  opposiiepeiitical  sect,  aad  no  marvel  if  he  at 
least  should  perform  some  great  work  of  sopemr* 
ofation,  io  prove  himeelf  an  old  patriot  in  a  new 
cnnse. 

But  where,  Mr.  S|>eaker^  shall  we  who  have 
DO  instractioos  on.  tius  sAbieet  go  to  seek  them? 
Will  gentlemen  who  uke  theirs  from  their  own 
discriela  tell  us  we  must  go  abroad  to  seek  oars  i 
for  they  insist  on  it,  we  are  instraoted  to  c^eai 
the  law,  and  of  course  to  settle  down  at  wn  dol- 
lars per  ^y.    Shaft  we  go  to  Indiana  for  our 
iastcnelHms?,   Oh  yes,  the  fiiet  act  of  her  patri- 
otism, (I  mean,  no  didienevahle  reflection,  I  su- 
spect the  jiewSmtes  as  maeh  as  the  dd.)  but 
befiore  the  is  admiiled  a  member  of  the  Union, 
she  instrueis  bar  Senators  and  Repieaentntives 
to  repeal  the  compensation  Ihw.    Sir,  this  is  not 
the  ntst  time  we  have  heard  of  an  inmnt  making 
a  great  noiie,  before  it  was  iairodtoced  to  the 
otMr  members  of  the  family  to  which  it  bekmed^ 
But  why  should  Indiana  instmet  us?    Why, 
the  hoactrable  gentleman  (Mr.  HmfDniOKS)  in- 
forms OS,  there  they  have  com  at  about  twenty 
or  twenty-five  cents  per  bnsheL    Yes,  sir,  we 
hear  there  is  com  ia  a  far  conntry,  and  here  and 
in  New  York  we  are  neariv  in  want  of  it ;  bat 
we  cannot  all  go  from  our  Canaan  to  Indiana  to 
fetch  com ;  and,  should  we  make  the  attempt.  I 
fear  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  saved  by 
the  calculation  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentneky,  (Mr.  Dbbba,)  would  fall  short  of  en- 
abling us  to  feed  our  Ijnves^  aad  ear  little  oims^ 


even  en  hominy,  while  we  am  here  legislaiiag 
for  a  generous  aad  iust,  yes,  and  a  magnanimeiR 
people;  a  people  aboadantly  able,  aad,  to  their 
honor  be  it  spoken,  perfectly  willtng  to  allow 
their  public  agents,  or  servants  if  yon  please,  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  their  services  i  and 
when  they  have  the  information  oa  this  siwject, 
possessed  by  this  House,  will  prononce  the  pres- 
ent compensatioB  qaite  little  enoogh*  Sir.  I  cani" 
not  consent  to  this  mode  of  treatiag  eer  familim. 
If  we  cannot. bring  them  here  to  live  on  the  plen- 
tifnl  thinn  of  this  abowuUng  metropolis,  let  os 
tske  the  hint  of  my  honcmble  friend  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  foimerly  given  on  this  sobieet,  and 
"  live  OB  brown  bread  and  cider;"  and  thereby  be 
enabled  to  carry  with  us  home  a  little  larger  som 
than  foar  hundred  aad  fifty  dollars; 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  like. the  dootriae  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  VirafiBia,  that  we  should  legislate 
bound  hand  and  foot.  If  his  posiuoo  be  correot, 
we  are  indeed  not  only  bound  hand  aad  foot,  but 
head  aad  neck  too.  I  bow  with  reverence  to  the 
voice  of  the  people  $  they  are  the  rightful  soveiv 
eign,  and  shall  on  all  proper  occasions^be  obeyed 
by  me,  whKe  I  have  tne  honor  to  be  their  Rep- 
resentative ;  but  whea  I  am  to  pursue  their  opt»» 
ion,  I  wish  that  cminion  maturely  and  undei^ 
standingly  gtfen.  But  I  can  conceive  of  many 
cases  that  might  arise,  in  which  I  should  not 
obey  their  instructions,  however  clesrly  expressed. 
I  will  only  state  one:  suppose  the  Senate  to  pais 
a  bill,  and  while  pending  in  this  Bonse,  new  in- 
formation  should  be  obtained,  from  whieh  it  was 
evideot,  that  its  passage  would  subrogate  your 
conntry  $  and  the  people,  not  possessmg  that  m- 
formation,  should  locally  or  geoemlly  lastmet  as 
to  pass,  the  bill  i  would  the  gentleman  from  ¥»r- 
gtnia  vote  for  it  ?  I  hope  not  $  nt  least  my  name 
should  be  recorded  in  the  aegatjve.  Such  cases 
might  arise  in  relation  to  treaties  or  otherwise. 
Nay,  sir,  in  cases  less  strong,  I  should  dare  to  dis* 
obey  the  v<Hee  of  my  constituents,  nnd  that  gea- 
tletaaa's  too. 

Sir,  I  believe  with  another  gentleman  from 
Yirgiaia,  (Mr.  Bsjioolp«,)  that  there  are  casea 
in  which  we  might  with  propriety  inatroet  oor 
constituents;  and  I  am  not  sure  that,  in  this 


they  woold  be  benefitted,  for  welt  I  know  they 
hare  no  idea  of  the  sacrifices  tiiat  mast  be  made 


by  a  very  large  ^proportion  of  those  who  jcome 
here  to  legislaie*  Bat  geatlemen  say  we  meat 
come  frtwk  pare  patriotism;  the  venerable  gen*- 
tieman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  FiNVLsr)  has 
put  this  sobieet  in  so  clenr  a  poiot  of  view,  I 
shoald  do  iojostice  to  say  aaythiag  on  it. 

Batj  sir,  many  of  my  honomhle  coileagaes  say 
in  their  speeches,  and  by  their  votes,  we  ought  to 
serve  for  six  dollars  per  dsy*  Why  this  sacrifioe 
on  the  altar  of  patriotism  ?  Who  has  reqaired 
this  at  our  hands?  One  of  the  geotlemen  (Mr. 
Tatlob)  has  told  us,  if  I  understood  htm,  thai  a 
lawyer  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  moderate 
business,  can  make  ten  thousand  dollars  per  an^ 
nnm  by  his  profession— and  that  a  eoonty  lawy 
yer's  clerk  can  earn  for  his  employer  twenty  dot- 
Ian  per  day,  with  writing  by  the  folio;  aad  yat 
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•neh  lawyertf  aod  others  in  bosibew  eqoally  prof- 
itable, must  have  the  self-deoiai  to  serf  e  here  for 
a  som  not  equal  to  ooe-third  of  the  earaings  of  a 
aoaaty  lawyer's  cleriu 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  had  no  instructioos 
from  New  York  to  ezereUe  this  ud  paralleled 
self-dental ;  I  know  we  have  had  an  excitemeiit 
in  some  districts,  and  from  doe  of  them  we  have 
all  been  denounced  as  ^  unworthy  of  public  confi- 
dence;" and  had  the  couatv  meeting  been  as 
vociferous  as  the  town  delegates,  we  should 
have  seen  a  sad  commentarv  on  the  doctrine  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  irom  Vininia,  (Air. 
Ttleb.)  that  ^  we  are  elected  from  districts,  for 
(he  purpose  only  of  collecting  the  views  of  the 
people."  I  protest  against  at  leaat  some  of  the 
views  of  these  delegates,  and  wish  aever  to  see 
such  views  find  a  passport  to  this  House. 

But,  sir,  I  would  suggest  to  my  honorable  col- 
leagues, as  we  have  no  precept  from  oar  State, 
directing  us  to  reduce  the  compensation  to  six 
dollars  per  day,  that  we  follow  at  least  in  part  a 
good  example,  and  tell  our  constituents  we  had 
so  better  ^ata  on  which  to  give  our  votes,  than 
their  own  acts.  A  number  of  my  coUoigues 
have  been  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  they 
know  its  concerns,  and  its  public  spirit.  How 
do  we  find  facts  on  that  alarnmf  subject  of 
compensation  1  Why,  sir,  but  a  few  years  ago, 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  received  per  My 
two  dollars  and  fiAy  cents;  now  five  dollars: 

The  Oovemor  of  the  Btsta  receives  per  snnam  $7,000 

GheneeUor -  4,600 

Judges  of  the  (Supreme  Court  .....  4,800 

Comptiolier S^AOO 

fiecretaiy  of  State S,000 

TresMuer 1,700 

Surveyor  General  -        •        -        .        •        -  8,000 

And  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York        -  7,600 

I  need'  add  no  more.  Other  officers  in  that 
State  receive  in  proportion.  I  shall  say  little 
about  the  legal  charges  of  lawyers.  My  col- 
league has  thrown  a  light  on  this  subject,  which 
the  statute  book  fully  confirms.  We  generally 
have  enough  lawyers  in  the  Legislature  of  that 
State ;  but  I  never  heard  them,  in  fixioj^  their 
fees,  profKMe  to  be  governed  by  such  duiater- 
eated  patriotism.  But  members  of  Congress  must 
come  from  that  State,  say  some  of  my  colleagues, 
and  serve  for  six  dollars  per  day,  and  that  too 
ftom  .sheer  patriotism.  Yes,  sir,  abandon  their 
business,  and  serve  here  for  a  pittance,  and,  after 
an  absence  of  from  four  to  seven  months,  return 
home  to  their  families  with  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  their  pockets,  and  tell  their  chil- 
dren :  I  am  not  wealthy ;  I  had  heretofore  laid  op 
for  your  benefit  a  little  property ;  but  a  rich  peo- 
ple have  honored  me  with  a  seat  in  Congress^ 
and  told  me  to  take  from  their  funds  enough  to 
make  me  something  like  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion, not  for  sacrifices,  but  for  services;  but,  being 
a  patriot.  I  would  take  no  more  thau  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  after  deducting  from  my 
pay  the  bare  cost  of  my  necessary  diet,  and  una- 
voidable expenses,  while  at  the  Seat  of  Qovem- 
meni^and  their  children  may  respond:  my 


father  was  onee  pfoepeious  in  boaiaew  ;  heUivei 
his  home,  and  his  family ;  but  be  was  hioaovedhf 
his  fellow-citizens  to  a  seat  io  Congress;  he 
loved  his  country^  bat  through  a  mislakeaseal  t» 
prove  his  patriotism,  be  has  Uaated  my  hopea^ 
and  lefk  me  in  poverty. 

Sir.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  look  at  this  sabjeei: 
and  if  they  really  believe  we  are  la  doty  hoand 
to  place  any  in  a  situatioa  that  aueb  sacrifices 
are  inevitable,  whea  the  people  are  mUe  aad  wil- 
littg  to  beat  at  least  a  part  or  the  loans  ?  if  the 
people  think  we,  as  individimls,  do  act  deserve 
It,  they  have  the  staff  ia  their  owft  haad^aad 
happy  is  their  lot,  they  can  be  served  bf  such  as 
they  may  think  fit  for  the  purpose. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  the  fortunates,  or  unfortu- 
nates, retaraed  for  the  fifteenth  Coogress.  I  feel 
myself  honored  by  the  voice  of  my  f^low-citi- 
sens.  I  wish  i  was  more  deserving  that  honor, 
and  better  qualified  for  the  duties  ttt  the  station. 
But  if  we  are  to  legislate  as  some  geaiienieo  have 
contended*  I  crave  not  that  honor.  I  eanaot  voce 
for  a  measure  which  to  me  does  not  appear  to  be 
dictated  by  sound  policy,  and  promouve  of  pub* 
lie  fl^ood ;  and,  while  I  honor  the  candor,  and  ap- 
preciate the  views  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  I  wiU  not  forego  the  plea- 
sure to  refiect  that  I  am  delegated  bf  a  people 
too  just  aad  too  magnanimoos  to  withhold  from 
their  Representatives  the  pitiful  addictoa  to  th9 
pay  fixed  six-and-twenty  years  ago;  whieb,  divi- 
ded among  them,  will  not  exceed  one  cent  and 
three  milb  each  per  annum.  Sir,  I  have  voted 
for  ten  dollars,  with  a  view  to  fix  the  mileage  at 
six  dollars.  Sir,  1  voted  for  nine  dollars,  with 
the  same  view.  I  shall  now  vote  for  eight  dol- 
lars, agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. For  a  less  sum  I  will  not  rote  this  ses- 
sion* 

Mr.  Tauu  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that,  in 
rising  to  adiiress  the  House^  at  the  present  pro- 
tracM  period  of  the  diseussiottj  some  apology 
was  probably  due  for  the  intrusion.  That  apo- 
logy was  to  be  found  in  the  very  extiaovdinary 
course  which  the  debate  bad  taken.  He  under- 
stood from  the  ChaiTi  that  the  immediate  qnes- 
tioo  befi>re  the  Hoose  was,  on  fiUing  the  first 
blank  in  the  bill  with  eight  dollars.  Gentlemen, 
instead  of  coo&aing  themselves  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  have  gone  at  length  into  the 
discussion  of  the  '^  right  of  the  people  to  instruct 
their  Repreaentativea,  and  the  duty  of  a  Rqwe- 
seatative  receiving  such  instrnctions,"  or  wbemer 
it  was  the  duty  <3'  a  Representative,  in  voting 
upon  this  or  any  other  question,  to  be  cavemed 
b^  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  will  orbis  con- 
stituents 7  Holding  the  affirmative  of  both  those 
propositions,  and  finding  them  attacked  with  se 
much  xeal  and  abilitv,  he  eould  not  sit  by  asd 
give  a  silent  vote;  although  it  had  been  bis  de- 
termination to  do  so,  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  before  the  House.  He  should  vote  for 
repealing  the  law  of  the  last  session,  provided  the 
proposed  sabstitute  pleased  him.  He  was  free  lo 
confess  that)  in  doing  so,  ha  was  measurably  in- 
fiaenced  by  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  settled 
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iDd  deterinioed  will  of  his  coiMtUoonti*  Repeal- 
log  a  law,  or  giviog  a  vote  different  at  one  eeMion 
from  what  be  may  have  ^iven  at  a  preceding 
)ne,  carried  no  terrors  to  bis  mind.  Neither  did 
ihe  fear  of  incurring  the  impatations  mentioned 
i)y  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  carry  any 
lerrors  to  his  mind.  He  thought  it  no  act  of 
cowardice,  either  personal  Or  political,  to  obey 
he  will  of  those  who  sent  him  here.  On  the 
contrary,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty 
o  do  so,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  subiect 
mder  consideration.  I  do  not  purpose  troubling 
he  House  with  what  has  been  aptly  termed  an 
'  experience."  We  have  heard  a  sufficiency  of 
hose  disgusting  relations. 

Gentlemen  from  other  States  have  informed 
rou  of  the  heat  which  prevailed,  and  the  work- 
ngs  of  the  public  mind  in  Kentucky.  An  bon* 
arable  gentleman  from  Massachusetu  (Mr.  Par* 
lis)  has  had  reference  to  it,  not  certainly  with 
in  y  other  view  than  that  of  showing  that  the  law 
)f  last  session  was  not  approved  of  by  the  people. 
Inother  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rrynoi«08, 
>f  Tennessee,)  has  alsoffiven  you  a  very  partieu* 
ar  account  of  it.  And  although  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  are  in  about  the  same  political  as  well 
Ls  geographical  latitude,  it  would  seem,  accord- 
ng  to  that  gentleman,  that  all  the  heat  they  had 
n  that  State  was  borrowed  from  Kentucky.    As 

have  a  great  regard  for  the  State  whicn  that 
;eotleman  represents  in  part,  and  the  |>eace  and 
lappiness  of  its  citizens,  I  regret  exceedingly  the 
nischief  which  was  occasioned  by  the  unfavor- 
ible  season  in  Kentucky.  It  produced  in  Ten- 
nessee, it  seems,  considerable  excitement,  and 
brew  the  public  mind  into  a  high  state  of  fer- 
nentation  \  and,  what  was  worse  than  all,  it  de- 
ached  the  ladies,  who,  he  tells  us,  influence  the 
elections  in  Tennessee,  from  the  interest  of  that 
gentleman.  That  honorable  gentleman  knows 
hat  1  respect  him  highly,  and  he  will  therefore 
)elieve  me  when  I  say,  that  Inmost  sincerely  re- 
gret that  unfortunate  circumstance.  I  however 
io|>e  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  his  zeal, 
ictivity,  and  useful  services  during  the  present 
tession,  will  be  enabled  to  reinstate  himself  in  the 
{ood  opinion  of  his  former  female  friends;  at 
east  of  some  one  of  the  fairest  of  them,  that  he 
nay  change  his  pceaeat  condition  while  it  is  "to- 
lay"  with  him. 

Qentlemen,  sir,  have  levelled  all  the  artillery 
of  their  wit  and  eloquence  against  the  proposition 
contended  for.  One  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Qrobvbmob)  particularly,  has  indulged  himself 
in  an  asperity  ol  remark  and  severity  of  sarcasm, 
for  which  he  is  most  happily  suited  \  he  has  made 
comparisons,  which,  if  be  intended  to  be  oersonal, 
might  be  considered  offensive.  [Here  Mr.  Gros* 
VENOR  disclaimed  having  allusion  to  any  particu- 
lar members.]  Mr.  T.  proceeded,  and  observed, 
that  he  supposed  the  gentleman's  sense  of  pro- 
priety and  regard  for  Parliamentary  decorum 
would  restrain  him  from  any  remarks  of  a  per- 
tonal  nature  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
amy  member  of  the  House.  He  would  take  the 
libeity,  however,  of  bbaeiviog,  thai  oompaiisoas 
14th-CoN.  2d  Sn^.—2Z 


are  always  odious.  The  argumenu  of  gentle- 
men had  come  far  short  of  convincing  him  that 
he  was  in  an  error,  and  he  was  certainly  not  to 
be  ridiculed  out  of  his  opinions.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  undertaken  to  give  a  mosf 
disgusting  and  ludicrous  picture  of  the  citizens 
meeting  together  to  consult  upon  matters  of  a 
public  nature.  •  A  demagogue  mounted  upon  a 
stump,  addressing  them ;  one  wire  for  a  yea, 
another  for  a  nay,  a  third  for  a  yes,  and  a  fourth 
for  a  no,  &c. ;  hats  and  greasy  caps  flying ;  and 
then  he  comes  out  upon  us  with  his  eagle  and 
buzzard.  The  gentleman,  sir,  has  danced  on  the 
finely-wrought  wires  of  bis  own  rich  and  exu- 
berant fancy  this  most  incongruous  group  of 
figures  through  all  the  mazes  of  metaphorical 
confusion. 

We  are  attempted  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  be  arrested 
at  the  threshold  of  this  business  by  a  call  for  our 
instructions.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  written 
instructions  are  to  come  into  this  House,  with  all 
those  evidences  of  authenticity  which  are  re- 
quired in  courts  of  justice  in  relation  to  foreign 
records  and  instruments  from  a  foreign  country  1 
No  gentleman  has  pretended  that  written  instruc- 
tions are  necessary.  1  have  only  to  observe  in 
relation  to  myselr,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  to 
me  how  I  ascertain  the  wishes  of  my  constitu- 
ents; this  is  a  matter  altogether  between  the 
Representative  and  the  Electors.  Public  senti- 
ment can  be  ascertained  in  various  ways,  among 
others  that  of  personal  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  another  way  in  which  it  is  ascer- 
tained, that  is  not  always  very  pleasant  to  the 
Reoresentative.  If  I  am  sensible  of  the  fact,  I 
shall  not  except  to  the  evidence  of  it.  The  Rep- 
resentative alone  is  to  be  the  judge  of  that  evi- 
dence. While  I  claim  for  myself  the  right  of 
fiving  my  vote,  by  my  own  conceptions  of  duty, 
am  certainly  willing  to  accord  the  same  right 
to  others.  If  gentlemen  choose  to  disregard  the 
public  voice,  or  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  their 
constituents,  it  is  not  foe  me  to  rise  up  in  my 
place  and  say.  Sir,  why  do  you  this  thing  1  Ana 
I  protest  against  the  ri^ht  of  gentlemen  to  inter- 
fere between  my  constituents  and  myself. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gaoa- 
vENoa, J  who  addressed  you  on  Saturday,  held  up 
to  your  view  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and,  with  a  triumphant  tone  and  manner, 
asked  in  what  part  of  that' instrument  this  right 
of  the  people  to  instruct  their  Represenutives  is 
to  be  found.  Here,  sir,  at  the  outset,  we  are  at 
issue.  It  is  not  to  the  scrip  of  parchment  on 
which  the  Constitution  was  originally  enrolled| 
that  we  are  to  look  for  the  people's  rights.  la- 
stead  of  looking  to  that  instrument  for  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  it  IS  there  you  must  search  for  your 
powers.  It  is  in  that  instrument  the  people  have 
told  you  what  they  have  given ;  and  such  powers 
as  they  have  not  there  given,  they  have  expresslv 
retained.  The  people  have  hot  granted  away  all 
their  powers,  but  have  made  a  special  grant  for 
purposes  particularly  defined  and  enumerated. 
Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  they  were  citizens  of  separata 
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s^TereigD,  tad  iodependtiit  States,  in  the  eonsti- 
tntiotts  of  which  their  rights  were  particnlarly 
defii^  and  perfectly  understood.  Indeed,  whether 
as  citizeas  of  the  several  Stsites,  or  of  the  United 
BtateSf  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  that  which  is  not 
prohibited.  If  you  wish  the  people  not  to  exer* 
cise  this  right,  call  upon  them  to  give  it  op.  To 
illustrate  my  position :  In  Great  Britain  the  sor- 
ereigtt  power  is  acknowledged  to  be  in  the  Prince, 
who  has  been  pleased,  from  time  to  time,  to  gire 
vp  parts  o(  his  absolute  sorereignty  in  faTor  of 
his  subjects.  The  rights  of  the  people,  to  be 
found  in  what  they  call  their  Constitution,  have 
been  extorted  from  their  source  of  sorereignty. 
Very  different  here ;  the  people  are  acknowledged 
10  be  the  source  of  all  power.  I  can  then  confi- 
dently call  upon  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  to 
]nit  their  finger  upon  that  clause  of  the  Gonstltu- 
Imh  where  the  people  hare  giren  up  this  right. 

Qentlemen  hure  referred  to  Edmund  Burse,  of 
^Bttgland,  as  a  high  authority  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  contended  for.  Sir,  to  Mr.  Burke  I  will 
oppose  his  constituents,  who,  because  he  disre- 
garded their  will,  refused  to  reelect  him.  I  con- 
sider them  full  as  good  authority  as  Mr.  Burke 
himself.  Sir  William  Blackstone,  in  his  Com- 
iDentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England,  says  the  mem- 
bers of  the  British  House  of  Commons  are  not 
baund  (as  in  the  United  Prorinces)  to  rote  the 
will  of  their  constituents ;  and  what  reason  does 
ha  assign?  "  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  terms 
of  the  King's  writ."  As  this  is  the  only  reason 
assigned.  Ipresome  it  is  the  best  Sir  William 
eottid  adrance  in  support  of  his  position ;  and 
what  is  it  ?  The  «#oi«?w^  potior  (the  King) 
called  upon  them  to  meet  in  Parliament,  and 
give  him  advice."  The  sovereign  power  in  this 
country  (the  people)  send  them  with  their  ad- 
rice.  He  says,  or  at  least  admits,  that  a  member 
of  the  legislative  body  in  the  United  Prorinces 
(the  Oorernment  of  which  country,  at  the  time 
he  wrote,  was  reij  similar  to  ours)  was  bound 
to  role  the  will  of  his  constituents.  It  is  true  he 
doea  not  assign  any  particular  reason.  The  rca- 
aan,  howerer,  is  obrious:  they  had  a  Republican 
GorernmenC  j  the  people  were  the  source  of  power 
and  authority.  If  Edmund  Burke  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackstone  are  considered  as  high  English 
authorities,  in  opposition  to  the  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  other  English  authorities,  equal- 

2  respectable,  and  in  point,  might  be  cited  in 
ror  of  it.  My  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ty- 
wa)  referred  you  on  Saturday  to  one  which  I 
aoosider  infinitely  superior  to  them  both,  and 
Lord  Chatham  to  boot«-I  mean  the  immortal 
Algernon  Sidney.  The  remarks  of  Burgh,  in  his 
"Political  Disquisitions,"  are  rcry  forcible:  *«If 

the  merobers  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  not 
I  obliged  to  regard  the  instructions  of  their  con- 
I  atituents,  the  people  of  England  choose  a  set  of 

despots  erery  serei^  years,  and  are  as  perfect 

slares  as  the  Turks,  except  the  few  months  of 

a  general  election." 
a  Might  I  not  be  permitted  to  say,  with  Burgh, 

If  tbe  members  of  Congress  are  not  bound  to 
onvy  the  will  of  their  constituents,  the  people  of 


th«  UnitedStatea  are  perfect  slares,  and  are  caly 
free  during  the  short  period  of  the  eleetioBT" 
Certainlr  our  fiiihers  did  not  iBtend  this.  Bat 
sir,  I  wish  not  to  appeal  to  Englrsh  jurists^  seatei- 
men,  or  politicians,  for  an  expoatticm  of  oar  Coa* 
stitution.  Thank  Gknl  we  are  eompeteat  to  rhat 
task  ourselres.  Those  great  men  who  lived  when 
it  was  adopted,  understood  it  beac  What  says 
the  renerable  Judge  Tucker,  of  Virgiaia,  in  rria- 
tldn  to  the  duty  of  a  Representatire  in  oar  Qov* 
ernmentf  I  regret  exceedingly  tint  I  have  not 
been  able  to  lay  my  hands  on  his  edition  of  Black* 
stone's  Commentaries,  where  he  exammcs  and 
investigates  this  question  with  that  abilitr  which 
distinguishes  him  on  all  subjects  on  wnich  he 
speaks  or  writes ;  and  where  he  lays  it  dowa  as 
the  bouodea  and  indispensable  duty  of  the  Rep- 
resentatire  to  rote  the  will  of  his  eonatintenis. 
He  does  not  stop  to  inquire  about  the  rtgbt  of  the 
people  to  instruct.  He  doubtless  aopposed  the 
right  could  not  be  questioned. 

We  hare  heard  a  great  deal  about  ^enmgogues^ 
trimmers,  time-eerrers,  popularity  huatera,  dfce. 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  holding  the  same  opinions 
which  were  held  by  that  great  man.  He  was  no 
demagogue,  no  popularity  hunter,  other  than  that 
which  be  expected  to  reap  from  great  and  geod 
actions.  What  he  has  written  cm  ihra  sobjeet 
will  not  be  considered  the  rarings  of  disappointed 
ambition,  or  the  frantic  howliogs  of  a  factfons 
jacobin ;  but  the  grare.  serious,  solemn,  delibe- 
rate opinion  of  an  enlighteneil  philosoplier,  a 
warm-nearted  philanthropist,  an  eaunent  states* 
man  and  profound  lawyer,  fits  sentiments  were 
delirered  in  the  form  of  lectoras  to  the  students 
of  William  and  Mary,  In  Yiiwittia,  in  which  In- 
stitution he  was  professor  or  law.  His  object 
was  to  g\r^  to  those,  whose  rnstruetloo  was  eon- 
fided  to  his  care,  a  correct  JnowJedgeof  the  Con* 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  eoaotry.  no  porpose  oi 
party  or  of  faction  were  to  be  answered  by  inenl* 
eating  the  doctrines  alMcd  to* 

I  hare  contended,  that  this  right  nnd  doty 

ffows  out  of  the  rery  nature  of  the  Qorerotttent. 
am  bold  to  say,  that  it  was  so  nnderatood,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  sereral  Smte  eonati- 
tutions,  or  why  is  it  prorided,  in  manr  of  theaa, 
that  the  people  hare  a  right  to  assembM  together, 
consult  upon  the  common  ifood,  nnd  ^  inatmet 
the  Representatires."  Ceruinly  the  word  **  ia* 
struct**  has  a  rery  diiarent  ineaoiag  from  *  re- 
quest;'' it  Implies  the  powier  of  commanding 
obedience.  The  best  expositon  hare  it  **ioiaaeh, 
to  form  by  precept,  to  inform  authoriintively.'* 

Sir,  in  the  constitutions  of  Massacbnaetts,  North 
Carolina,  and  Vermont,  and  probably  in  eereral 
others,  the  right  of  the  people  to  *'  instrnet  ths 
Represenfatires"  is  expressly  recognised.  Cer- 
tainlr the  framers  of  those  instruments  eonsMsrsd 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  Representatire  to  obey  sach 
in§tructions.  Would  a  Represenmtire  of  the 
people,  in  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
sworn  to  support  the  constitution,  consider  him- 
self at  liberty  to  depart  from  iastmetions?  I 
would  argue,  that  the  character  giren  in  the  dif- 
ferent constitutions  to  the  members  of  the  L^gis* 
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I  hitif e  depftf imeot  of  the&r  €NrrertiiliMli|  is  stroAg- 
t  ly  id  fkror  of  my  positiott*  In  some  of  them 
f  *^  tfosteesaad  serTftots.'*  Id  otbers  **  trustees  and 
affeois."  Qeotlemeii  bare  empfaatiealty  asked, 
saaJl  we  be  eomidered  as  mere  *^  agents."  Sir, 
oar  fathers  were  ^  high-minded"  men,  bat  they 
were  not  aefaamed  vf  the  appwllatloii  of  *'  agents/' 
I  am  fearful  we  wilt  become  too  maoh  so,  too 
^  ht^b-mioded."  Ibegleare  to  refer  theHoase,and 

?LrtieuJarly  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Nevf 
ork,  to  the  strle  of  the  laws  in  that  Sute.    The 
eonstitution  or  the  State  of  Kew  York  prorides, 
that  the  style  of  all  laws  shall  be,  **  Be  it  enaoted, 
by  ihepeopk  oi  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  represented."    The  ecmrention  of 
that  State  certainly  ealculated,  that  the  Senate 
and  Assembly,  in  the  enactment  of  law%  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  woold  be  governed  by  the 
Toiee  of  the  people.    I  ask,  if  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  migbt  not  as  indiTiduals  en- 
tertain opinions  diametrieelly  opposite  to  nine* 
teen-twentiethe  of  the  neople  7    What  a  mockery 
of  the  people  to  enact  laws  in  their  name,  for  their 
oppression,  or  against  which  they  are  necidedly 
opposed.    Yes,  sir,  full  as  great  a  mockery  aa  that 
which  was  made  of  the  name  of  the  King  in  Eng- 
land by  the  Parliament  prerioos  to  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  ciril  war,  in  the  reign  of  Cfaarka  I. 
The  Parliament  assamed  ezecotiTe  powers,  issued 
orders  to  the^army,  militia,  navy,  die.,  in  the  name 
of  the  King,  directing  them  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  King  signified  bv  his  Parliament.    In  the  one 
case,  the  name  of  the  monarch  was  nsed  for  the 
snbveKsion  of  the  monarchy— in  the  other^  the 
name  of  the  people  would  be  nsed  for  the  oppres* 
sion  of  the  people. 
I  have  coaceaded,  that  ibis  tight  of  the  people, 
I   and  dacy  of  the  RepreseniatiTe,  grows  oht  of  the 
Tery  nature  of  our  Government  \  and  that  it  was 
so  nnderatood  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Oonsiitncion.    Gentlemen  are  moch  in 
the  habit  of  informing  you  of  the  ^schools"  in 
which  fbey  were  edneated.    I  acknowledge  that 
I  have  dm wn  my  political  Creed  from  the  ^  Ancient 
Domtnion*"    If  I  am  in  error  on  this  subject,  then 
were  Madison,  Henry,  Wythe,  Mason,  Grayson, 
Pendleioo,  Tyler,  and  the  list  of  worthies  who 
compoeed  the  Virginia  Oonventien,  wbioh adopt- 
I    ed  the  Federal  Constitotion,  wrong ;  for  we  are 
expressly  informed  by  the  history  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, that,  although  they  differed  about  snb^ 
ordinate  expedienu.  yet  in  relation  to  the  funda^ 
mental  principles  or  the  Constitution^  the  sanctity 
of  the  will  of  the  people,  the  interminable  invio- 
lability of  the  Hgbts  of  mnn,  there  was  but  one 
sentiment,  bttt  one  voice. 

Not  willing  that  the  Constitotion  should  go  out 
of  their  hands,  Without  expressing  their  opinion 
on  the  great  and  foadamenial  principles  or  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  rights  of  the  people,  they  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution  "A  bill  of  rights,"  In 
^     which,  among  other  things,  they  have  declared, 
^  tlui  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assem- 
*  ble  together,  to  consult  for  the  common  good,  or 
^     '  to  insiroet  their  Representatives,  and  that  every 
^,    ^  fieeaan  bae  «  right  to  petition  the.L^giilature 


'  fbr  a  redress  of  grievances.*'  Soeb  were  their 
views  upon  the  sobjeei.  ''The  people  haven 
right  to  instruct  their  Representntives."  ''A 
sinffle  individual  citizen  has  a  right  lo  petition.^ 
If  the  membera  of  the  Virginia  Convention  merit 
the  appellation  of  demagogues,  then  I  am  willing 
to  be  so  called.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  some  years  since  on 
this  floor  (I  was  not  then  a  meml)er,  bat  I  recoi* 
leet  reading  his  speech)  observed,  in  reply  to  one 
or  two  gentlemen,  who  it  seemed  bad  obtruded 
their  advice  on  him,  that  he  should  not  take  their 
advice--4hey  were  not  fathers  of  thechurch"-*the]^ 
Were  junior  npprentiees  of  the  law. 

I  believe  that  gentleman  will  agree  with  me, 
that  the  characters  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  are. 
and  were  the  fathers  of  the  church ;  and  that  their 
political  creed  may  be  embraced  in  safety ;  they 
had  passed  the  degree  of  entered  apprentices,  they 
were  *^  master  masons,"  engaged  in  buildioff  the 
temple  of  liberty ;  at  the  laying  of  the  chter  cor* 
ner-stone  of  which,  the  guardian  angel  of  Amer* 
ica  inscribed  thereon  in  legible  olwracters,  the 
words,  ^  The  People."    By  the  same  hand  waa 
inscribed  oTer  the  front  door  of  the  temple,  the 
same  words,  *<The  People."    It  has  Ions  since 
been  predicted,  that  if  an  evil  spirit  should  arisen 
with  power  to  blot  out  or  (literate  those  inscrip* 
tions,  that  fair  fabric  would  fall  prostrate  to  the 
ground.    It  has  hitherto  stood  the  storms  of  fbc- 
tlon,  and  the  united  efforts  of  corruption  and  la* 
trigue  to  sap  and  undermine  it.    It  is  based  upon 
a  rock,  I  trust,  more  solid  and  durable  than  ada- 
mant, the  afiectiona,  the  virtue,  and  Intelliffence  of 
^  the  people"— 'its  summit  approximates  toneaven. 
My  fervent  ejaculations  are  offisred  to  a  kind  Proir- 
idence,  that  it  may  continue  to  stand,  In  its  pri^ 
tine  beauty  and  spiendor,  '*  till  time  shall  be  no 
more."    We  are  asked,  if  it  is  the  doty  of  a  Rep- 
leeentative  to  rote  the  will  of  his  constituents, 
wher*  is  the  power  to  enforce  it«^t  has  no  sanc^ 
lion.    To  which  I  would  answer,  just  the  same 
power,  the  same  sanction  thatgentlemen  have  who 
contend  for  the  con  verseof  the  proposition.  Where 
is  the  power  to  compel  a  member  to  attend  to  the 
faithful  and  honest  discharge  of  his  duties?    It 
depends  entirely  upon  himself  in  both  cases.    A 
member  may  say,  he  will  voce  according  to  the 
dioutes  of  his  judgment  \  yet  how  frequently 
does  It  happen,  that  they  are  exolusivelf  under 
the  iniuence  of  partv  feelings,  of  passion  and 
prejudice.    Though  tkere  is  no  mode  to  compel 
a  member  to  role  the  will  of  his  coastitnenta ; 
though  there  is  no  sanction ;  I  contend  that  the 
right  of  the  people  and  the  doty  of  the  Represen- 
tative is  not  thereby  impiired.    How  many  of 
our  reUtire  and  social  duties  are  without  a  sanc- 
tion! the  duty  we  owe  as  husbands,  fiithers, 
neighbors,  ^.,  the  most  important  of  any  in  so- 
ciety ;  if  we  &il  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties, 
where  is  the  legal  power  to  compel  us,  or  Inflict 
punishment  for  the  failure? 

I  had  expected,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  those  great 
questions  had,  by  this  time,  been  put  to  rest.  Thnt 
the  Constimtional  nakx  or  the  people  to  instruct, 
and  the  duty  of  the  Representatire  to  obey,  hare 
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beeo  so  frequently  recognised  and  esublished  by 
the  State  authorities  and  by  the  people,  that,  at 
this  day,  it  woold  not  be  doubted.  I  will  veatare 
toaTer,that^  if  the  archives  of  the  differeot  States 
were  examiDed,  it  would  be  foaad  every  one  of 
them  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising  this 
right,  by  instructing  their  Senators ;  and,  in  many 
of  them,  probably,  the  right  of  the  people  to  in- 
stroct.ana  the  duty  of  the  Representative  to  obey, 
expressly  recognised,  in  addition  to  what  is  to  be 
found  in  their  constitaiions.  In  the  State,  sir, 
which  we  have  the  honor  of  representing  in  part, 
I  know  it  is  a  fact.  If  this  was  a  question  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Congress,  instead  of  the  right  of 
the  people,  those  ^repeated  recognitions  under 
Taried  circumstances,"  would  be  considered  as 
bavinff  settled  it.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  the  establishment  of  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
when  the  United  States  Bank  was  established, 
the  then  minority,  with  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate at  their  head,  contended,  that  it  was  un- 
constitutional; the  bank,  however,  was  established, 
and  went  into  operation.  Previous  to  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter,  a  proposition  was  made  to 
lenew  it ;  on  the  argument  of  that  Question,  in 
support  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress, 
it  was  contended,  that  the  State  Legislatures  bad 
impliedly,  at  least,  acknowledged  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  measure  by  providing  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  persons  guilty  of  counterfeiting  its 
notes. 

The  President,  in  his  objections  to  the  bank  bill, 
which  passed  both  Houses  at  the  last  session  of 
the  thirteenth  Congress,  considered  the  question 
of  the  constitutionality  as  having  been  settled. 
He  says— "^  waiving  the  question  of  the  Constitu- 
'  tional  authority  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an 

<  incorporated  bank,as  being  precluded  in  my  judg- 
(  ment  by  repeated  recognitions  under  vaned  cir- 

*  cumstances  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institution, 

<  inacuof  the  Legislative,Executive,and  Judicial 

*  branches  of  the  Government,  accompanied  by  in- 

<  dications  in  different  modes  of  a  concurrence  of 
'  the  general  will  of  the  nation,  dbc."  If  we  take  to 
ourselves  power  by  implication,  (as  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  bank,)  ir  we  refer  to  legislative  and 
other  decisions  as  well  as  the  concurrence  of  the 
general  will  of  the  nationi  as  precluding  doubts 
In  lelation  to  it;  surely  in  sreat  questions,  invol- 
Tins  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  same  decisions 
in  tneir  favor,  the  same  concurrent  will,  ought  to 
be  regarded.  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
have  not  had  reference  to  the  prsctice  of  the  State 
Legislatures  in  instructing  their  Senators,  because 
I  believed  such  infractions  obligatory  on  the 
Representative,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  constant  and  uniform  opinion  of  the  State 
authodties ;  if  we  err.  let  us  err  on  the  side  of  the 
people.  Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  observing,  that  he 
should  not  go  into  an  examination  of  the  merits 
of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  the  subject  had  long 
since  been  exhausted.  I  shall  vote,  as  I  stated  at 
the  outset,  for  its  repeal,  in  doing  which,  I  con- 
sider myself  as  acting  in  conformity  to  the  wishes 
of  my  oonstitoents. 


K 


Mr.  CoNOiOT,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  tbat  havisi 
differed  from  his  colleagues  in  his  rote  apon  the 
compensation  law  of  last  sessioB,  aod  differis^ 
from  them  now  as  to  the  amoont  of  daHy  pay  of 
the  members,  be  wished  to  submit  a  few  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  should  give. 

I  voted  for  the  law  of  last  sesston,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  a  full  conviction  that,  by  the  depreciatioa  of 
money,  and  the  increased  expense  of  livioc  in 
this  place,  the  daily  pay  of  six  dollars  had  virta- 
ally  become  reduced  to  half  its  origtoml  Talne.  1 
voted  for  it,  however,  very  relnctantiy,  on  ac- 
count of  the  salary  principle,  as  it  was  eallcd.  I 
felt  also  a  delicacy  in  deciding  opos  oor  owa 
compensation,  and  regretted  the  loss  of  an  ameod- 
ment  offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  excluding  the  present  Coogress  from 
the  operation  of  the  UkW.  Convinced,  however, 
that  an  increase  of  compensation  was  reasonable 
and  just,  to  enable  us  to  meet  increased  expenses, 
I  voted  for  the  bill,  unpopolar  as  i  kaew  \i  woold 
be.  If  the  sum  to  be  allowed  by  this  ^\  he  soc& 
as  I  deem  a  reasonable  and  fair  one,  I  tMA.  vote 
for  it,  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  former  law. 

The  question  now  before  us  is,  shall  the  daily 

y  of  members  remain  as  formerly,  at  six  dol- 

rs,  or  be  increased  %  Or,  to  state  ic  more  coa- 
formably  to  facu  as  they  actually  exis^  the  ques- 
tion will  stand  thus :  Shall  the  daily  pay»  redoeed 
by  circumstances  to  half  its  original  value,  be  re- 
stored to  something  near  its  former  amoont  ? 

I  will  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House, 
by  repeating  the  arguments  in  favor  of  an  increase. 
They  are  fully  and  ably  slated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  have  been  submitted  to  the 
press.  Indeed,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  ao 
increase  of  wages  had  been  so  felt  hyi  er^ry  mem- 
ber of  both  Houses,  long  before  the  bill  of  last 
session  was  thought  of,  as  to  be  the  dmiiy  topic  of 
conversation  at  the  fireside,  and  in  ewery  cjrc/e. 
On  this  subject  I  never  heard  but  one  opinion  ex- 
pressed from  any  qaarter  of  the  House,  and  no- 
thing but  the  sute  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  calls 
for  taxes,  prevented  the  measure  from  being 
brought  forward  at  an  earlier  day.  The  oppos^ 
tion  to  the  bill  last  year,  I  always  understood,  was 
to  the  manner,  more  than  to  the  amount.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Huoaa)  is  the  only  exception  within  my  knowl- 
edge, and  his  ample  fortune^  as  he  candidly  told 
us,  rendered  any  compensation  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  him.  Much  light  has  been  shed,  how- 
ever, on  this  subject  since  the  last  session,  espe- 
cially at  the  elections,  and  many  gentlemen  who 
contented  themselves  with  profound  silence  have 
si.nce  discovered  manv  very  weighty  objections^ 
even  to  an  increase  of^the  old  six  dollars. 

The  first  and  principal  objection  is,  that  ir  a 
unpopular.  This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent,  ssd 
would  have  been  true  to  nearly  the  same  extent 
if  the  original  compensation  had  been  two  dol- 
lars; or,  indeed,  if  the  practice  had  been  to  have 
no  compensation  at  all.  Any  increase  of  wages 
by  any  legislative  body  will  be,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, unpopular,  and  therefore  the  mere  popular- 
ity hunter  will  say  no  to  the  meaaare,  although 
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he  may  extend  his  eh«rity  so  far  as  to  look  com- 
placeotly  OD  those  who  differ  from  him,  and  force 
a  few  doJlars  ioto  bis  poeket.  I  admit  that  many 
hoDest  citizens,  from  the  best  of  motires,  have 
disapproved  an  increase  of  pay.  The  man  who 
labors  for  two  dollars  cannot  see  the  propriety  of 
paying  to  others  six  dollars;  and  it  is  useless  to 
reason  the  case  with  him«  The  great  mass  of  the 
people  know  nothing  of  the  expenses  which  are 
unavoidable  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  if 
yoa  tell  them  of  fourteen  or  sixteen  dollars  per 
Bveek  for  room  rent  and  board,  they  will  say  you 
most  be  very  extravagant.  They  think  nothing, 
>r  very  lightly,  of  the  derangement  of  private  bu- 
liness,  and  losses  at  home»  produced  by  an  ab- 
sence of  six  months.  It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be 
expected  that,  whilst  the  great  proportion  of  the 
}eople  look  upon  the  subject  in  this  manner,  they 
Bvili  applaud  an  increase  of  the  daily  pay.  And 
Bvhen  we  consider  how  many  factious  and  in* 
iriguing  demagogues  are  found,  anxious  to  de* 
itroy  the  reputation  of  others,  that  they  may 
>uild  their  own  upon  the  ruins,  laboring  by  mis- 
epresentations  and  false  statements  to  effect  their 
iirty  purposes,  and  withdraw  public  confidence 
when  it  has  been  bestowed,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
here  has  been  much  clamor  excited  against  the 
aw  of  last  session.  But  gentlemen  have  fallen 
nto  an  error  in  supposing  that  all  the  clamor  con- 
lected  with  the  compensation  law,  so  called,  is 
>roof  of  its  unpopularity.  Let  us  for  a  moment 
•xamine  it.  This  clamor,  if  it  be  considered  as 
)roof  that  the  law  is  unpopular,  should  have  been 
lirected  exclusively  against  the  friends  of  the 
aw.  Look  at  your  elections.  They  will  teach 
roa,  that  those  who  voted  against  it  have  fared 
\o  better  than  those  who  voted  for  it.  The  peo- 
>le  have  said  in  vulgar  language,  '*the  receiver 
8  as  bad  as  the  thief."  In  many  places  public 
:ensure  has  been  most  pointed  against  those  who 
roted  negatively,  and  received  the  money.  '  As 
ar  as  the  result  of  the  election  is  known,  I  be- 
ieve  more  members  are  returned  to  the  next  Con- 
gress who  were  in  faTor  of  the  law,  than  of  those  I 
vho  were  against  it.  The  original  mover,  (Mr. 
foHNsoN,)  his  colleague,  (the  Spbakbr,)  and  a 
nember  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
.he  leading  and  able  advocates  of  the  bill,  are  all 
>f  them  re-elected  to  the  next  Congress.  Many 
>f  the  New  England  members  who  voted  for  it. 
IS  well  as  from  New  York,  Pennsyl?ania,  ana 
elsewhere,  are  also  returned.  The  honorable  gea- 
Lleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Huqbr,)  who 
BO  signally  distinguished  himself  as  the  champion 
of  opposition,  remains  at  home.  All  the  Georgia 
dei^ation,  though  voting  against  it  also,  are  left 
DUt  of  the  next  Congress,  except  one  gentleman, 
and  he  decidedly  in  favor  of  increasing  the  wages. 
I  admit  the  law  is  unpopular,  and  many  havelost 
their  seats  because  they  voted  for  it.  Bat  much 
of  the  clamor  has  been  artificially  excited  by  de* 
signing  men,  and,  to  create  the  greater  vacancy, 
it  has  been  indiscriminately  pointed  at  on  all  sides. 
It  has  been  a  two-edged  sword,  aimed  at  the 
throats  of  both  friends  and  foes.  In  New  Jersey 
it  has  been  wielded  with  great  dextevity,  as  a  sort 


of  triangular  weapon.  I  have  been  dismissed  for 
voting  K>r  the  bill ;  one  of  my  colleagues  for  vot- 
ing against  it,  and  another  one  for  not  voting  at 
alien  either  side. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  public  mind  at  that  sea- 
son was  highly  favorable  for  the  views  of  the 
demagogues  of  faction  and  noise.  An  universal 
calm  pervaded  every  section.  Party  animosity 
had  subsided.  Political  distinctions  had  oearlj 
ceased.  The  Federal  copartnership  was  dissolveo. 
The  Hartford  Convention  had  dispersed.  Bona- 
parte in  St.  Helena.  No  embargo.  No  war.  News- 
paper editors  were  in  danser  of  starvation,  and, 
for  want  of  other  prey,  they  pounced  upon  the 
compensation  law ,  and,  like  Peter's  brown  loaf, 
it  has  served  them  for  beef  and  mutton,  custard, 
and  plumb-pudding.  It  was  a  standing  dish  for 
months,  and  was  served  up  in  every  possible 
shape,  boiled  and  roasted,  stewed  and  fricaseed. 
Devoured  by  the  demagogues  of  faction,  it  has 
been  reissued  from  their  pestiferous  jaws  at  the 
tippling  houses  and  dram  shops,  highly  seasoned 
with  falsehood  and  misrepresentation.  And  this 
is  called  *' public  sentiment,"  and  ^public  opin- 
ion." This  is  ^instruction  from  our  constitu- 
ents," which  the  Representative  is  bound  toobev. 
What  a  spectacle  shall  we  exhibit  to  the  world  I 
Selected  by  the  nation  to  discharge  the  high  and 
important  functions  of  legislators,  we  are  looking 
to  the  crossroads  and  the  alehouse  for  instruc- 
tions, to  guide  our  deliberations  and  to  govern  oar 
votes.  We  are  looking  and  waiting  with  eager 
anxiety  to  know  what  is  popular,  and  how  we 
shall  best  secure  our  re-election. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  however  to  disregard  public 
opinion,  when  deliberately  expre9sed  and  fairly 
understood.  So  far  as  it  is  the  roice  of  reasoa 
and  of  justice  it  should  be  obeyed ;  and  there  la 
no  danger  that  it  will  not  at  all  times  receive  its 
full  share  of  attention.  But  there  is  much  dan- 
^r  that  momentary  excitement,  froin  false  color- 
ings, may  mislead  public  opinion,  and  give  it  a 
wrong  direction.  There  is  an  important  distinc- 
tion teween  that  opinion  which  follows  a  cool, 
dispassionate  inquirv  into  public  measures,  and 
that  noisy  clamor  which  precedes  inquiry,  which 
stifles  investigation.  The  one  is  the  legitimate 
offspring  of  reason,  the  other  a  monster,  begottea 
by  fiends  and  furies,  and  nurtured  by  slander  and 
falsehood.  The  hunters  of  popularity  will  have 
more  prudence  and  foresight  than  to  oppose  its 
course.  They  will  not  breast  the  torrent ;  it  is 
easier  to  float  down  with  the  scam. 

I  prize  the  approbation  of  my  neighbors  and 
friends,  as  highly  as  any  man.  Next  to  an  ap- 
proving conscience,  it  is  the  highest  reward  which 
the  Representative  can  receive  at  the  hands  of  his 
constituents ;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  purchase  it 
at  the  expense  of  my  own  convictions  of  right  and 
wrong.  My  constituents  delegated  me  to  exercise 
my  best  judgment,  fairly  and  honestly,  on  all  ques- 
tions of  legislation  which  should  be  brought  be- 
fore me.  I  should  forfeit  their  confidence,  I 
should  betray  my  trust,  I  should  merit  their  exe- 
cration, if,  as  their  Represenutive,  I  could  assent 
to  any  measure  which,  in  my  best  judgaient.  Is 
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prejadieial  to  their  best  interests.  My  jodgmeiit 
flwy  err,  but  it  is  my  dotj  to  follow  its  dictates, 
aided  by  the  best  lighte  wnieb  I  oao  obteie.  The 
enlightened  portion  of  the  eommunity  will  alti- 
mately  draw  a  proper  distinction  between  the  in- 
dependent Representative  who  dares  to  think  for 
himself,  and  who  does  his  dsty,  and  the  mere  tem- 
porizing pcditician,  who  prestitntes  the  dignified 
station  or  a  Representative^  to  seoere  hb  popii- 
hfitj  and  his  re<eleetien« 

My  constituents  have  plaoed  in  my  hands  a 
book  of  instrttctions  as  the  guide  of  my  polttioal 
conduct,  and  hare  eiacted  m  me  an  oath  to  obey 
its  directions.  That  book  is  the  Constitution  of 
oar  conntry,  the  fruit  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
drawn  up  by  onr  fathers  with  much  labor,  and 
sealed  with  their  blood.  With  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calbour,)  to  that 
book  I  look  for  mv  iastruetions,  and  I  nnd  them 
written  so  plainly,  tbejf  cannot  be  mistaken. 
What  are  the  jp^^x  objects  and  dirties  therein 
pointed  out  1  They  are  inscribed  on  its  front** 
**  to  form  a  more  perfbct  uaioa««^to  establish  jns* 
<  tjee— 'insure  domestic  tmnqaiUity*^proTide  for 
'  the  common  defenoe>*^nromote  the  general  wd* 
'  fare^and  secure  the  blessimn  of  liberty  to  our* 
'  sdres  and  our  posterity.''  Until  tthese  instroo- 
tions  shall  be  revoked^  thev  will  form  the  code  of 
every  independent,  Authful  statesman.  He  will 
cting  to  them  steadfastly  in  the  hour  of  frenzy 
and  dehisiott.  And  that  is  the  hour  of  danger 
fsff  the  Republic.  That  is  the  time  which  tests 
principles  and  triet  firmness. 

A  second  objection  ag[ainetan  increase  of  eom« 
pensation  is,  taat  the  time  is  unlhvorablo«»the 
lazes  are  heavy«-^he  nation  is  in  debt.  These 
are  certainly  plau8ibleobjeclion»—>well  calculated 
to  catch  and  tiokle  the  public  ear.  Let  us  see 
how  much  weight  thev  possess. 

Were  any  additioaai  razes  imposed  last  year, 
in  consequence  of  the  compensation  law  1  Were 
not  the  lazes  diminished  oae^half  their  amount? 
Aod  will  they  not  be  still  more  diminished  at  the 
present  session!  Will  any  one  sollrarv  item  of 
tazaiion,  direct  or  indirect,  be  less  reduced  by 
th»  proposed  measure  t  Not  one«^nor  does  any 
one  pretend  to  enteruin  such  an  idea.  Neither 
will  the  payment  ef  the  public  debt  be  postponed 
one  month  or  one  day. 

As  to  the  time,  whether  it  be  unfavorable  or 
not,  it  wes  at  least  unwelcome.  It  was  perhaps 
an  evil  hour.  It  was  an  hour  which  I  vrouJd 
never  have  hurried  on.  For  myselfi  individually, 
I  would  sooner  have  sacrified  one-half  of  my 
scanty  property,  than  have  proposed  the  measure^ 
It  needed  no  prophet  to  predict  the  coosequenoes. 
A  slight  knowledge  of  bumaa  nature,  and  of  the 
character  of  a  popular  government,  would  foresee 
the  arts  aad  tricks  which  have  been  so  dezteroushr 
played  oH  to  mislead  public  opinio^,  and  vilify 
public  characters.  Any  increase  of  wages,  no 
matter  bow  trlfiing,  to  memben  of  this  body, 
will  never  fail  to  convulse  the  country  for  a  time, 
so  long  as  human  nsture  retains  its  propensities. 
The  greaust  political  calamity  which  aa  envious 
Reclaimer  need  wish  to  fall  upon  a  sttttesnian,  is, 


to  see  him  placed  under  the  neeeaaity  of  vetii{ 
upon  such  a  measure.  No  matter  on  wliieh  »k 
or  the  question  he  votes,  yea  or  nay,  it  is  all  one. 
If  he  vote  aye,  he  is  a  greedy  devourer  of  the 
pnUic  money,  a  poblic  plunderer.  If  he  voce 
nay,  or  if  he  shuns  a  vote,  he  is  a  time-server,  a 
seeker  of  popularity,  and  unworthy  of  piAilie  con- 
fidence. If  he  receive  the  money,  tie  psnaker 
is  as  bad  as  the  thief,  aad  if  ha  refuse  it,  ht  it 
courting  popular  ap|)lanse^  and  seeking  a  fotoie 
opportunity  of  plunging  deeper  into  the  puUie 
chest. 
No  sir ;  I  would  not  have  braoghc  fiorwardtUs 

Eroposition  at  this  time.  1  woiu4  rather  havs 
ome  ^  the  His  we  have,  than  flee  to  otbeis  that  ws 
know  not  of.''  Nor  would  the  honocable  mover 
(Mr.  JoHHaoH)  have  brought  it  forward  from  aay 
other  consideration,  than  a  perfeet  eoarjcrioa  of 
the  necessity  and  justice  of  the  aaenaare,  afta 
many  yeara  of  ezperience  and  of  peenniary  sacri* 
fice  m  the  public  service.  That  sasne  devotion 
to  his  country,  which  prompted  him  to  ftce  the 
savage,  and  to  brave  the  battled  fury  on  tha 
Thames,  prompted  him  in  this  ball  to  Ind  the 
forlorn  hope,  to  assume  a  reaponsibility,  from 
which  any  other  man  would  have  shrank. 

But  although  I  would  not  at  the  liaM  have 
ptqposed  the  raeasuie^  neither  eould  I  avoid  do* 
aiding  upon  it  whan  pneentod  befbra  ms^  ac* 
cording  to  what  I  deemed  the  true  interesu  of 
my  eonnuy.  Whatever  may  be  the  delicacy  of 
the  question«p-however  it  mny  ssbject  me  to  pop- 
ular odium,  I  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  my 
duty,  and  leave  the  eveat  to  the  great  disposer  of 
all  thinge. 

The  bill,  purporting  a  repeal  of  the  salary  prin- 
ciple, aad  fixing  a  daily  comiiensntion,  no  fat 
meets  my  approbation.  Not  lieing  a  member  of 
the  nczt  Congress^  I  ftei  none  of  the  embarrass* 
meat  I  formerly  ezperieaeed,  in  voting  on  a  qaca<» 
lion  aflbcting  mj  own  eompenaatioa.  If  xhm 
blank  be  filled  with  such  a  sum  aa  may  enable 
gentlemen,  ia  future,  lo  defray  expenses  here,  and 
furnish  a  reasoaable  suppoft  to  their  famUiee  in 
their  absence;  If,  In  short,  the  compensnijon  be 
snoh|  that  a  man  in  pioderate  circnnumnees^  if 
ekctedt  may  hold  a  saat  without  entire  tnim.  to 
his  fjunily^-I  will  vote  for  the  bilL  Neither  tke 
time^  nor  the  interesu  of  the  eenntry,  require 
such  individual  sacrifices^  I  kaow  inatanoes  of 
a  long  life,  faithfully  devoted  to  public  service^ 
and  with  a  caralul  economy  here  and  at  Imme, 
terminating  in  poverty,  not  in  absolate  want  of 
bread,  hut  of  comparative  poverty.  It  is  not 
enough  that  they  have  surreadercd  their  dooMo* 
tic  comforts  aad  enjoyments,  undergone  the  pains 
and  privations  of  sioVoess  from  home ;  the  un- 
avoioable  demands  every  year  upon  their  prime 
means  for  support  have  reduced  them  to  scanty 
allowaaee.  I  hope  for  better  tunes  for  those  who 
are  to  succeed  us.  i  shall  vote  for  eight  dellara, 
as  a  medium,  calculated  to  meet  the  cases  of  a 
great  majority  of  such  as  I  wish  to  see  occupying 
seats  here.  I  mean,  men  in  the  middle  walks  of 
life.  With  prudent  management,  it  will  aA>rd 
them  a  decent  eupport,  and  no  orara.    To  the 
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wealtbir  it  cto  be  no  object,  and  altboog b  it  mmj 
possiblf  ttmpt  tbe  man  iibo  ba«  no  employtneDt 
at  bomfl^  Of  whooa  time  is  of  do  value  to  bim,  jet 
tbe  good  seaee  of  tbe  people  will,  in  most  in- 
fltances,  teacb  ibem,  tbat  sneb  men  are  as  great 
drones  bere  as  tbey  are  at  borne. 

I  coDsidar  it  tbe  doty  of  the  present  Congress 
to  fix  tbe  daily  pay,  in  aocb  manner  as  may  pat 
the  queatioo  to  reet  for  years^  Since  it  has  been 
agitated,  i  wteb  tbe  oonntry  may  derive  some 
benefit  from  tbe  dtsevnion,  by  settling  it  upon 
prioeipleB  of  reason  and  j«stice«  Clamor  has 
jiartlir  aobsided)  and  malice  has  spent  its  f*gc— 
timid  gentlemen  may  dismiss  tbeir  fears.  Tbev 
will  not  ex^se  tbeir  pepolaritv  to  great  hazard, 
by  v<»t|ag  for  eight  ddfiars.  The  sober,  reflecting 
part  of  the  community;  who  think  mocb  though 
they  talk  but  tittle,  will  most  of  them  believe  it  a 
reasonaliie  increase.  They  have  witnessed  for 
many  years  tbe  same  {>riaciple  operating  tbrough- 
oQt  every  elass  of  society.  Tbey  have  seen  the 
neoessariee  of  life  constantly  advaacing  in  price, 
and  every  meebanie  aed  artisan  compelled  to 
foUow  in  tbe  train.  Reason  will  gradaally  cor- 
leet  tlie  ereors  of  tbe  past  day,  and  expose  tbe 
fhlee  ooiorings  of  tbe  sUnderer.  I  traet,  confi- 
dentiy,  we  sImU  unite  to  ioeiease  tbe  oompeosa- 
tioa  10  folure,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  our  sacces- 
son,  and*  to  oor  couatry.  I  am  confirmed  in  this 
hope,  by  tbe  result  ef  tbe  vote  of  yesterday,  on 
striking  out  tur.  Those  geailemen  who  kad 
manifostcd,  in  Committee,  so  strong  a  partiality 
for  six  dollars,  did  not  seem  greatly  disquieted  by 
the  dcdeioB  to  strike  out  tbat  sum.  Tbey  sus- 
tained tbe  disappoimaeat  with  beeeming  forti* 
tode*  And  sbeoid  tbey  be  compelled  to  take 
eight  dollars  for  the  sake  of  obeying  tbe  law,  I 
triiet  chef ,  will  ejuead  tbeir  charitable  forbear- 
ance to  tbe  aMJority,  for  ebligiog  them  to  per- 
form so  disai^ieeable  a  duty,  without  any  deduc« 
tion  from  their  popolarity. 

Mr.  W.  P.  llAeuAT,  of  Penney Ivania,  said,  as 
be  lied  heretofore  voted  for  filliag  tbe  blank  with 
six  doUnes,  and  should  now  vote  to  fill  it  with 
eiglit,  be  wished  to  assign  bis  reaeons  for  so  do- 
iag|  which  he  sbeuid  do  in  as  fow  words  as  pos- 
sible.   I  aball  vote,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  lo  fill  the 
blank  with  eight  dfoUars.  beaavse  1  begin  to  find 
that  If  the  blank  is  not  filled  with  that  sum,  tbe 
whole  bili  will  be  hist;  tbe  conscquenee  of  which 
may  be  that  tbe  law  ^  tbe  last  session  will  re- 
naia  unrepealed* 

When  we  consider,  sir,  that  tbe  House  have 
already  rejected  six  doUara,  ten  dollars,  and  nine 
dollars,  and  tbat  many  members  have  avowed 
their  determioatioa  to  vote  a§[ainst  tbe  bill  in 
toto,  if  the  blank  is  not  filled  with  eight  dollars, 
I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  cooeliide  tbat  we 
have  arrived  at  a  poiat  from  which  we  must  take 
our  choice  eitber  to  fill  tbe  blank  with  eight  dol- 
hns,  or  lose  tbe  whole  bill. 

Perbaf«i  air^  said  Mr.  M^I  maybe  mistaken 
in  tbe  dii^poeuioii  of  the  House ;  but,  from  tbe 
best  judgment  I  can  form,  it  appears  to  me  that 
tbe  proper  course  to  be  pursued  at  this  time,  is  to 
vote  for  fiUiog  tbe  blank  with  eight  dollars. 


Mr.  HoPKureon  observed,  tbat  whatever  might 
be  tbe  result  in  which  this  discussion  should  end, 
be  rejoiced  tbe  House  bad  not  obeyed'  the  impul* 
ses  of  some  of  tbe  members,  and  entered  upon  it 
on  tbe  first  meeting  of  Congress ;  before  indeed 
we  were  fairly  seated  in  our  placet.  It  would 
bare  been  so  much  like  being  driven  to  action  by 
a  panic  ;  so  much  like  legitlating  with  the  enemy 
at  tbe  gate ;  so  much  like  capitulating  to  a  mob, 
tbat  it  most  have  sunk  tbe  House  very  low  in  tbe 
estimation  of  tbat  peoj^  we  are  so  solletlous  to 
please  and  propitiate.  The  character  and  dignitv 
of  the  National  Legislature  required  a  very  dip- 
ferent  sort  of  proeeediae ;  and  Mr.  H.  was  happy 
that  tbe  appearanoe,  at  least,  of  calmness  and  ue- 
liberation  bad  been  afierded  to  whatever  decisfoa 
might  ultimately  prevail.  On  what  is  called  the 
compensation  law,  Mr.  H.  did  not  mean  to  say  a 
word;  for  as  it  seemed  to  be  resolved,  much 
against  bis  judgment,  to  repeal  tbe  law  of  tbe 
last  session,  and  tbe  question  now  was  a  mere 
qoeetion  of  dollars  and  eeats— a  question  whether 
a  blank  sbovid  be  filled  with  6, 7,  or  8,  dolfairs^it 
wee  so  wholly  iadifferent  to  him  bow  it  was  filled, 
tbat  on  such  a  subject  be  would  not  have  aslrea 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment.  But  a 
queetioo  of  more  value  and  importance  bad  arisen, 
somewhat  incidenuliy,  in  tbe  debate.  I  mean, 
whether,  in  a  representative  republican  Gfovem* 
ment,  a  Represeaiative  in  the  National  Council 
is  bound  to  obey  tbe  instructions  of  bis  con- 
stitnenu  on  any  proposed  measure?  This,  ia 
mtb.has  become  the  main  question ;  for  so  many 
members  have  avowed  that  their  own  private 
j«dgmeat  opposes  the  repeal  of  tbe  law,  and  yet 
they  will  vote  for  the  repeal,  because  tbey  think 
tbe  voice  of  tbeir  coastitnenu  demand*  It,  i(nd 
tbey  believe  themselves  bound  to  obey  that  voice : 
tbat  to  convince  tbem  tbey  are  bound  by  no  such 
ebligaition,  and  restore  tbem  the  exercise  of  their 
own  will  and  judgment,  is  to  prevent  the  repeal 
of  tbe  hiw  in  question.  Mr.  H.  said  be  would 
dininctly  state  tbe  quea«ien  before  be  ofSereA  his 
remarks  upon  it.  Ic  is  this:  whether,  in  a  Qov^ 
ernment  hke  ours,  a  Representative  is  bound  aV 
soluteiy  to  obey  tbe  Instructions  of  those  who 
elected  him,  on  any  proposed  measure  9  Mr.  H. 
bad  no  idea  of  entering  upon  the  broad  and  gen- 
eml  ground  which  this  inquiry  opens ;  not  only 
on  account  of  tbe  lateness  of  the  hour,  but  also 
because  it  was  familiar  to  every  man  who  had 

fi>en  any  atteation  to  political  disquisitions.  Mr^ 
•'s  intention  was  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argtt* 
meats  advanced  in  tbe  course  of  this  debate ;  par- 
ticularly by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  vii^ 
ginia.  But  his  main  object  was  to  show,  and  he 
thought  it  might  be  unanswerably  demonstrated^ 
tbat  in  principle  and  in  practice,  there  is  no  dif^ 
ference,  not  the  least,  on  this  subject,  between 
those  gentlemen  who  profess  such  pro/ound  rev^ 
ereace  to,  such  implicit  obedience  for  the  people, 
and  tbeir  voice^  bower er  uttered,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen  who  claim  the  right  of  thinking,  and  judg* 
teg,  and  acting  for  themselves, although  they  may 
not  always,  in  so  doiag,  chime  in  harmony  witn 
tbe  popular  tone.    1  wish,  then,  that  these  gende* 
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oaen  may  ^ o  fairly  together  before  the  people, 
with  no  claims  of  superiority,  in  this  respect,  on 
either  side.  1  will  not  say  or  imagine  that  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  so  stoutly  maintain  the 
popular  ground,  mean  to  deceive  the  people  by 
professions  which  seem  to  offer  op  everything  to 
the  will  of  the  people;  to  submit  themselves,  in 
the  language  of  one  gentleman,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  to  the  disposal  of  their  constituents;  while 
the  limitations  they  put  to  their  obedience,  de- 
atroy  all  its  efficacy.  No^  sir,  these  gentlemen  de- 
ceive themselves ;  and,  in  an  effort  to  maintain  an 
untenable  position,  overthrow  themselves. 

The  question  is,  have  the  constituents  of  a  Re- 
presentative a  right  to  bind  him  by  their  instroe- 
tions?  Now,  sir,  the  very  nature  of  a  right,  if  it 
be  a  perfect  rieh^  and  such  must  be  the  right  of 
a  sovereign,  whether  that  sovereign  be  the  people 
or  an  individual,  the  very  nature  of  such  a  right, 
is,  that  it  is  absolute,  uncontrollable,  and  morally 
irresistible.  If  the  person  on  whom  this  right  is 
to  be  exercised,  has  a  paramount  right  to  judge, 
in  any  case,  whether  he  will  be  bound  by  it  or 
not,  it  is  no  longer  a  right.  It  is  utterly  absurd 
and  incongruous  to  say  I  have  a  right  to  com- 
mand a  person  who  may  lawfully  choose,  in  any 
case,  whether  he  will  obey  me  or  not.  A  right 
of  this  sort  must  be  every thio|^  or  nothing;  it 
mtist  govern  and  be  obeyed  bj  its  own  fiat,  or  it 
is  not  absolute.  If  it  submits  itself  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  person  commanded  to  decide  in  what 
cases  it  shall  be  obeyed,  it  has  no  force  of  its  own ; 
it  is  powerless ;  it  is  nugatory.  Now,  sir,  has  any 
honorable  gentleman  agreed  to  submit  himself, 
his  judgment  and  conscience,  to  the  will  of  tb€ 
people,  without  limitation  or  exception  ? 

One  ffentleman,  not  at  all  reserved  in  profes- 
aions  of  obedience,  has  retained  to  himself  the 
right  of  judging  for  himself,  on  all  Constitutional 
questions ;  on  all  questions  of  great  national  con- 
sequence, where  he  thinks  his  opportunities  of 
judging  are  better  than  those  of  the  people ;  and 
jn  all  cases  where  he  might  be  required  to  com- 
mit  some  moral  turpitude.  Now,  sir,  a  moment 
Aeed  not  be  spent  to  show  that  these  exceptions 
utterly  destroy  the  rule,  and  leave  the  conduct 
and  judgment. of  the  gentlemen  as  large  as  the 
wind;  leave  them  just  as  they  ought  to  be.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  has  sone 
beyond  everybody  else  in  asserting  this  right  of 
the  people,  and  supported  it  by  the  least  argu- 
ment—tor as  you  raise  the  doctrine,  you  must 
leave  the  argument— still  feels  the  necessity  of 
reserving  something  for  his  own  conscience,  and 
putting  some  limitation  to  this  overbearing  power. 
He  will  obey  the  people  in  everv  case,  ex- 
cept when  they  should  command  him  to  vio- 
late the  Constitution,  and  he  imagines  he  clears 
himself  of  alt  difficulty,  when,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph, he  declares  the  reason  of  this  exception 
to  be,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  people  have  no  right 
to  violate  the  Constitution  themselves,  they  have 
no  right  to  command  him  to  do  it.  Let  us  look 
a  little  into  this  reason,  and  see  what  it  amounts 
to.  In  the  first  place,  1  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  why  this  absolute,  sorereigOi  uncon- 


trollable power,  may  not  violate  the  Coostitoiiiaa. 
and  also  command  him  to  do  it  ?  To  use  hii 
own  lansuage,  is  not  the  creature^  in  this  ease, 
greater  than  the  creator?  lifay  not  the.  power 
that  builds  destroy,  and  take  his  bands,  if  it  shall 
so  will,  to  do  the  work  of  destractioal  But  the 
people  have  bound  themselves,  or  agreed  to  be 
oound  by  the  Constitution;  and  hare  faithei 
agreed,  that  it  shall  be  changed  ooly  in  a  pie- 
scribed  mode.  And  pray,  sir,  have  they  aot  also 
agreed  in  the  same  compaict  or  ConstUaiioo,  that 
laws  shall  be  made  and  repealed  in  a  certain  pse- 
scribed  mode;  that  is,  by  their  RcpraacBiativn, 
and  npt  by  themselves,  and  that  if  naade  in  this 
manner  they  will  obey  them  until  thejr  ahall  be 
repealed  in  the  same  manner?  The  principle 
then  on  which  that  gentleman  would  fire  an  in- 
dependent vote,  on  a  Conatitnttonaf  question, 
equally  binds  him  to  do  so  in  the  m^Vifig  or  re- 
pealing of  a  law.  But  the  honorable  geaSeman^ 
difficulties  do  not  end  here.  He  will  obey  lus 
constituents,  implicitly,  unless  when  ihef  com- 
mand him  to  Tiolate  the  Constitutioa ;  he  will 
submit  his  will  and  judgment  to  tbdis  in  every 
other  case.  Who  then  is  to  judge  wh^her  the  mea- 
sure in  question  does  or  does  not  violate  the  Cou- 
siitution  7  If  he  ukes  this  to  himself,  be  judges 
over  the  people;  if  he  fives  it  to  them,  he  sur- 
renders his  exception*  I  will  not  take  the  ease 
of  a  plain,  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution  in 
teiuis — ^such  as  a  proposition  to  Lay  a  dutj  on  ex- 
portsr— but  take  a  questionable  case.  For  instance, 
the  Bank.  The  gentleman  shall  think  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank  a  dear  breach  of 
the  Constitution;  his  coastitnenta  think  other- 
wise, and  order  him  to  rote  for  one.  What  will 
he  do  ?  Will  he  oppose  his  opinion  ou  a  Consti- 
tutional point  to  that  of  the  people^any  nore  than 
on  the  policv  of  a  law,  or  any  other  qoescion*  I 
cannot  break  the  Constitution,  says  the  geatle- 
man.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  do  it,  say  hia  cou- 
stituents ;  and  then  he  puu  himself  at  a  direct 
issue  with  them,  and  must  either  give  up  hu  judg^ 
ment  and  conscience,  on  a  Constitutioual  ques- 
tion, or  resist  the  right  of  the  people  to  direct  and 
control  his  judament.  To  such  embarraasing  di- 
lemmas will  doctrines  always  lead,  which  are 
unsound  and  untenable ;  which  are  for  the  ear, 
and  not  for  the  undersunding.  Where  then  is 
the  difference  between  the  gentlemen  whose  pro- 
fessions seem  to  diffi^r  so  mueh  ?  All  agree,  that 
the  people  may  instruct,  if  you  will  give  them  the 
right  ol  judging  when  they  shall  obey.  The  peo- 
ple shall  be  the  king ;  but  I  will  be  viceroy  over 
the  kio^i  is  the  amount  of  every  opinion  on 
this  subject.  Some  gentlemen,  it  is  true,  pre- 
scribe to  themselves  very  limited  exceptions,  while 
others  throw  the  whole  field  open.  But  it  is  ob- 
vious, that  the  right  to  make  any  ezeeption.  at 
the  will  and  discretion  of  the  Representative,  is 
the  right  to  make  every  exception.  Gentlemen 
have,  therefore,  rather  been  declaring  in  what 
cases  they  would,  or  would  not,  choose  to  obey 
the  people,  than  asserting  the  right  of  the  people 
to  insist  on  their  obedience  in  every  case* 
The  honorable  gentleoMn  from  Virginia  has 
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insisted,  with  coDsfderable  Tebemenee,  that  the 
rery  name  we  bear  imports  ao  obligation  to  obey 
the  will  of  the  people.  What  is  a  RepresentaliTe, 
but  a  person  acting  for  another,  and  of  course 
l)ound  to  act  as  his  eonsiitueot  shall  direct  ?  I 
;oDfess  I  did  not  expect  to  bear,  in  a  grave  as- 
lembly  like  this, a  principle  deduced  from  a  name; 
in  immutable  truth  from  an  arbitrary  term.  On 
bis  reason iair,  then,  we  are  to  understand,  that  a 
Senator,  not  oeiog  called  a  Representative,  is  not 
toond  by  instraetions ;  at  lea^  not  by  viriue  of 
his  argument.  And  yet  1  believe  toe  right  to 
nstniet  a  Senator  has  been  cArried,  or  asserted, 
o  a  greater  extent  than  in  relation  to  members 
»f  th is  House.  State  Le^slatures  take  upon  them 
o  instruct  Senators,  while  they  but  request  the 
ilepresetttatives  to  attend  to  them. 

Again  ;  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  demands, 
n  the  tone  of  a  decided  triumph,  snail  one  man, 
ihall  a  single  individual,  oppose  himself  to  the 
will  and  power  of  thirty-five  thousand  1  the  issue 
>f  such  a  contest,  says  the  gentleman,  cannot  be 
ong  doubtful.  In  the  first  place,  I  would  remark, 
hat  the  gentleman  has  fallen  into  ao  error  in  his 
udcolaiion  on  this  subject.  The  opposition,  in 
his  case,  is  not  of  one  to  thirty-five  thousand.  It 
s  true^  everj  member  here  represents  that  num- 
)er  of  persons,  composed  of  men,  women  and 
:hildrett;  but  as  I  have  never  understood  the 
^omen  and  children  are  consulted,  or  give  any 
)pinion  on  these  occasions,  when  instructions  are 
pven  40  members  of  Congress,  they  should  not 
orm  a  patt  of  the  gentleman's  force  or  his  argu- 
nent.  But,  sir,  it  is  really  of  no  consequence 
whether  it  is  thirtj-five  thousand,  or  thfrty-five 
niliions,  or  thirt]|r-uve  individuals — the  principle 
8  the  same.  If  it  is  understood  that  any  gentleman 
)n  this  floor  opposes  himself,  personally,  individ- 
lally,  by  his  own  mere  force  and  authority,  to 
ihe  will  and  power  of  either  of  the  numbers 
aamed,  he  would  indeed  be  guilty  of  all  the  ab- 
surdity and  folly  imputed  to  him;  and  such  a 
soDtest  would  be  neither  doubtful  nor  long.  But, 
lir,  when  1  oppose  myself  to  what  is  called  the 
will  of  the  people,  I  do  it  by  virtue  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  people,  I  oppose  them  with  their  own 
power ;  I  stand  against  them  on  their  own  author- 
ity. To  their  will,  or  their  passions,  expressed 
at  a  tnmultuoiis  meeting,  on  a  subject  perhaps 
misrepresented  or  misunderstood,  I  oppose  their 
paramount  will,  expressed  in  the  Constitution, 
solemnly  and  deliberately  declared  and  affirmed 
bv  th^  experience  and  practice  of  years.  In  that 
Constitution,  I  find  that  the  people  have  declared, 
that  Congress,  and  that  I,  as  a  part  of  that  body, 
shall  have  the  power  to  legislate  for  them,  and 
not  they  for  themselves ;  that  I  may,  for  them, 
borrow  money,  regulate  commerce,  die.  dbc,  and 
that  they  will  be  Sound  by  my  judgment  on  these 
subjects,  and  not  I  by  theirs ;  that  they  will  be 
bound  by  what  I  shall  do  in  these  respects,  and 
not  that  I  shall  be  bound  by  what  they  may  wish; 
I  mean,  sir,  absolutely  and  strictly  bound,  hand 
t^ad  foot,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  bas-de- 
cUred.  Sir,  I  consider  this  doctrine  to  be  abso- 
^Qtely  destractive  of  the  very  principles  and  uses 


of  repubtidan  representative  Government,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  mere  democracy.  The  advan-^ 
ta^e  consists  not  only  in  the  greater  convenience 
with  which  the  public  business  may  be  done ;  but 
in  the  deliberation,  the  calmness,  the  foresight, 
the  knowledge,  the  experience,  with  which  it  is 
considered,  discussed,  and  deciaed  ;  unshaken  by 
the  passions  which  agitate  a  popular  meeting, 
unawed  by  the  violence,  unmoved  by  the  preju- 
dices; with  full  time  to  acquire  all  the  necessary 
information  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 
The  public  affairs  are  more  safe  here  than  they 
could  be  in  large,  unsteady,  uninformed,  and 
tumultuous  assemblies  of  toe -people.  But  all 
these  advantages  will  be  lost,  if  the  people  are,  by 
the  machinery  of  instructions,  to  infuse  all  their 
passions  into  this  body,  and  to  blow  the  blast  of 
violence  through  their  Representatives,  which 
they  are  not  permitted  to  do  in  person.  I  con- 
sider myself,  then,  standing  on  this  floor  as  the 
attorney  of  the  people,  irrevocable  for  two  jear&^ 
and  during  that  period  invested,  independent  of 
them,  with  all  the  Constitutional  powers  belong- 
ing to  a  Representative  of  the  people.  I  am  in- 
dependent of  them,  not  by  my  own  power,  not  in 
my  own  right,  but  because  m  their  power  and 
wisdom,  for  their  own  purposes,  they  have  willed, 
that  I  shall  be  so.  They  can  neither  shorten  the 
duration  of  the  trust,  nor  limit  the  extent  of  its 
powers.  They  cannot,  during  the  period  for 
which  they  have  elected  me,  by  any  meeting  or 
resolutions,  reach  the  power  they  have  given  me; 
they  cannot  declare  I  am  not,  for  that  term,  their 
Representative  here ;  nor  can  they,  for  the  same 
reason,  diminish  or  take  back  to  themselves  any 
part  or  my  power  while  I  am  here.  If  these  doc- 
trines are  now  well  established  by  the  wisest  and 
soundest  politicians  in  England^  are  they  not  still 
more  obvious  and  necessary  m  a  Government 
like  ours?  We  are  not  an  entire  people,  under 
one  entire  Government;  but  a  number  of  con- 
federated States,  united  for  the  common  good, 
under  one  Government,  for  certain  purposes,  to 
a  certain  extent,  and  on  certain  terms  distioctly 
set  forth,  in  the  great  national  compact  called  the 
Constitution.  It  is,  assuredly,  one  of  the  terms 
of  this  Confederation,  that  the  laws  which  are  to 
govern  the  whole,  shall  be  made,  not  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  influenced  by  local  interests  and 
prejudices,  and  having  but  little  knowledge  or 
care  of  Aht  interests  of  distai^t  members  of  the 
Empire ;  but  by  agents,  representatives  deputed 
by  the  several  parts,  with  full  powers  to  consult 
and  act  together,  for  the  common  welfare.  This 
sort  of  union  and  consultation  will  produce  a 
consistency  and  harmony  of  public  measures  which 
could  never  be  attained  if  each  part  were  to  de» 
liberate  and  decide  at  home,  and  convey  the  re* 
suit  to  a  common  centre.  By  meetings  in  gen- 
eral council,  the  interest  of  the  whole  are  brought 
into  one  view ;  compromises  of  differences  take 
place ;  the  member  from  one  section  of  the  Union 
convinces  those  from  another  that  it  is  right  to 
yield  certain  points  -of  local  advantage ;  and,  in 
turn,  he  gives  up  somethiogon  his  part.  Could  any 
I  of  this  great  worl^  without  which  we  should  soon 
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fall  iDto  confuf  ioa  aod  disaoioiif  be  done  if  tke 
parta  were  to  act  separately  7  Aod  where  is  the 
Miffereace  between  their  actiag  thus  separately, 
aod  their  doing  so  by  means  of  instruotions  to 
their  Representatives)  which  they  dare  not  dis- 
obey 1  On  this  system  this  House  eould  never 
affree  upon  anything.  Further,  sir,  it  would  place 
the  people  in  different  parts  of  the  Union  on  an 
unequal  and  unfair  footing}  giving  those  who 
are  near  to  the  Seat  of  Govern  men  t  the  oppor- 
tunity and  the  advantage,  if  it  be  one,  of  consuntly 
interfering  in  and  directing  the  public  measures, 
while  the  more  distaat  one  cannot  be  beard.  The 
latter  have  their  ipAueoce  in  the  public  councils 
by  their  Representatives  only ;  while  the  former 
may  add  all  their  own  weight  to  that  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives. The  Representatives,  too,  stand  on 
an  unequal  ground ;  some  being  backed  and  in- 
strucled  by  tneir  constituenu  j  and  others  acting 
solely  on  their  own  responsibility  and  judgment. 
A  measiue  is  carried  through  before  a  citizen  of 
Louisiana  can  hear  of  it ;  wliile  the  people  in  the 
vicinity  of  Congress  have  beea  pressing  their 
whole  weight  on  (he  judgment  or  fears  of  that 
body.  Is  this  tlie  baroaia,  sir,  bef  ween  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  Confederation  1  Is  this  a 
fair  execution  of  the  national  compact  1  I  think 
not.  The  States  have  agreed  with  each  other  that 
the  common  business  shall  be  dona  by  their  ap- 
pointed Delegates  in  Congress  assembled^  on  due 
consultation  and  deliberation;  and  so  it  is  not, 
done  if  we  are  permitted  neither  to  consult  nor 
deliberate^  but  are  bound  to  rote  and  to  act  as  in- 
structed and  directed.  On  personal  grounds,  1 
will  only  ask  f^entlemen  to  reflect  what  will  be 
their  situation,  if,  in  obedience  to  instrucuoos^  they 
given  vote  against  their  judgment  and  eoascience. 
and  which  they  already  see  will  be  productive  or 
evil,  perhaps  ruinous  consequences  to  their  coun- 
try. When  those  consequences  thall  fall  upon 
qs,  they  will  in  vain  go  to  look  for  justification 
and  consolation  in  and  from  that  public  voice 
thev  had  so  rashly  obeyed.  Where  will  they 
fina  iti  Qone^  vanished,  nobody  owns  it;  or 
more  likely,  they  will  find  it  cursing  them  for 
their  servility  and  obedience.  But  let  them  eon* 
suit  and  obey  the  voice  within,  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience,  and  they  will  always  know  where 
to  find  their  consolation  and  justification. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  eight  dollars,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 

as  follows: 

.  Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Adgats,  Alexander,  Bate- 
man,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Cslhoon,  Cannon,  Csrr  of 
M sssaebnsetts,  Chsmpion,  Cfaappell,  Clark  of  X<^ew 
Toik*  Condiet,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Cnlpepery  Dav- 
enport, Fiiidley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Oeston,  Oold,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Hopkiason,  Ingham,  Irving,  of  New 
York,  Jseksoa,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Keir  of 
Virgiiiia,  Law,  Love,  Lowndes,  Wm.  Maday,  Wm.  P. 
Mad^,  McKee,  McLean,  Middleton,  Miller,  Mills, 
Milnor,  Moffitt,  Mooie,  Moaeley,  ier.  Nelson,  Newten, 
Pitkm,  Powell,  BeynoMs,  Bioe,  Boggles,  Savage, 
Sshenek,  Shefisy,  Smilh  of  Pennsyhania,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  TsUmadge,  TeUair,  Thoaiae, 
Townsend,  Wallaoe,  Ward  of  Memsehnsstts,  Wen^ 


dover,  Wheaton.  Wilde,  Thomas  Wikon.  WSkm 
Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Tancey,  and  Tates— II. 
Nats — Mesan;  Archer,  Atherton,  Atesj,  Beer,  Bt- 
ker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Biooat, 
Boss,  BradbuiT,  Breekeniidge,  Bmoki,  BryaAr  Bo^ 
well,  Cady,  OddweU,  CfUey ,  Claike  of  Nof^  Carafins, 
Clayton,  (^endennin,  Comstock,  Conner,  Crwrnhud, 
Barlhigton,  Desha,  DidLeaa,  Bdwaide^  Fleleher,Gelde- 
boffongli,  Goodwyn,  Oiesvsnor,  Hefai,  Hde,  Han* 
mend,  Hardin,  Harrkon,  Heister,  Hendricfca,  Hoba^ 
Hooks,  Hiiger,  Hnlbert,  Hnngesfstd,  Insinef  Fouh 
lylvania,  Jewett,  Jeimsonof  Bsntiky,  Baa,  I  a^ 
don,  Lewk,  LitHs,  Leveti,  Lumpkin,  Lfls^  LysiB, 
MsBsh,  Mmen,  McGiMr,Mnifiee,Hi«lt2iebaB,ns^ 
M.  Nekon,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Paras,  Paler,  Piokoiv, 
Finer.  Pleaaante.  Haisifflnhi  Bead.  ^^***^  Meet.  Bssa 
Shm  Smith  of  MaiyUad,  Smith  of  VngiBia.  Seath- 
ard,dtnart,Tattl,  Taylorof  New  Toik,Tnlero€8ealk 
Candina,  Tyler,  Yose,  Ward  of  New  Tetk,  Wanl  d 
New  Jeis^,  Whitande,  Wikox.  WOkia.  Wiltianu^ 
and  WiUoufl^— 92. 

Mr.  QaoavBNon  then  moved  to  auike  ovt  the 
whole  of  the  bill  after  the  enaeting  eJanac^  and  in 
insert  as  follows: 

«<  That,  frsm  and  after  Hm  elsae  off  Ike 
of  Co^Mss,  the  set  entilM,  <An-  aei'to 
mode  of  enmpenealion  of  tha  mawbeM  off 
and  HoQse  of  Bepiessntalii 
Temtorias,'  and  aU  otiisr  ads  and  parte  eff  acts  reiai- 
ing  to  the  pay  or  coaamefisafion  eff  the  siamheie  of  the 
Senate  ana  Honse  off  Bepmeentatifes  eff  the  United 
States,  snd  of  the  delegates  of  the  ssveial  Tenitoriea, 
for  their  serricesb  be  and  the  spaM  are  hereby  repealed. 


Mr.  HutntaoM  then  moved  to  uiidmtnit  tlie 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  witk  in- 
stmetiona  to  fill  the  blanks  in  tha  snaee  wUk  the 
word  ^  six.'' 

Mr.  HABniaoM  said,  that  after  die  avownl  he 
had  made,  that  his  objeet  in  moving  to  neom« 
mit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Uie  Wheie,  witk 
insunotions  as  to  fiUiag  the  hiaak,  was  intended 
to  put  an  end  to  what  he  eenaidercd  an  anmra&w 
able  disenasioB,  it  might  appear  stram^e  t&nt  he 
should  rise  himself  to  make  any  obaacvntio«i  on 
the  general  question.  But  as  he  wna  plncedi 
with  regard  to  the  vote  he  intended  to  gyvc^  in  a 
situaiioa  whioh  might  bring  upon  him  the  dbtfuqge 
of  ioconsistenojr,  he  wpuld  elum  the  attentw»n 
of  the  House  for  a  single  minute,  whilst  he  exr 
plained  the  motivee  whieh  would  gevern  hiak 
I  am  one  nf  thoee,  said  Mr.  IL,  who  tkink  that 
six  dollars  per  diem  la  not  an  adefuaie  e^aspen- 
sation  for  members  of  the  National  I^egialaittreL 
I  eatirely  agree  with  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
that  ground,  aad  with  the  stotement  made  by  the 
venerable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvnnia,  as  te 
the  deereased  value  of  money  compered  with  the 
producu  of  ai^riculinre,  ainee  the  oompenaaiiea 
was  fixed  at  six  dollars,  Lnm  also,  aaid  Mr.  E, 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  in  a  Re|Nthlieaa  Gov- 
ernment, the  eompeneation  of  iJim  who  am  in 
the  public  service  shonld  be  liberal.  A  eoatmry 
course  will  fill  the  Legislature  exateaively  witk 
men  of  wealthy  or  with  those  who  have  notaWnts, 
or  other  quelificatioaa  for  the  important  duties 
of  legislation ;  who  oome  here  the  mere  mnck- 
worma  of  popularity,  as  the  hoanmbln  geatkmaa 
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irom  Virgioia  has  termed  them,  whilst  the  man 
)f  talenls,  without  fortune,  will  elsewhere  seek 
^mplofmeat.  With  these  cobvictions  strongly 
ized  in  my  mind,  I  haFe  voted  throughout  for 
:he  re-establishment  of  the  old  per  diem  allow- 
loce.  My  reason  for  doio|;^  so  is  a  very  short  one. 
;  was  governed  by  motives  of  respect  to  the 
vishes  and  opinions  of  the  American  people, 
vbose  voine  upon  this,  as  upon  evary  other  sub*' 
ect,  when  it  can  be  fairly  and  diatiftetly  aacer* 
ained,  I  deem  myself  bovad  toohey. 

What,  9By  genrlemePf  gir^  up  your  own  opia* 
OBs  to  a  mob  ?  Beaonae  a  mere  maefaioe,  to  be 
Boved  as  the  capriees  of  tha  people  may  dtreet  1 
Co,  said  Mf.  H.,  my  opinions  I  will  never  snr* 
eoder,  but  upon  oonvietion  of  ibetr  bfcing  erro* 
icons  J  but  upon  this  floor  I  stand  as  the  Repre-> 
eatative^or  the  agent,  of  my  constituents;  bound, 

think,  by  erery  moral  obligation  to  execute  their 
fill.  Bat  had  I  a  different  opinion,  with  regard 
0  the  ri^ht  of  instruction,  yet  upon  this  particular 
ubject,  if  on  no  other,  I  should  conform  to  the 
vishes  of  the  ^vpU  in  opposition  to  my  own 
ipioion.  In  fixing  their  compensation,  the  mem- 
«rs  of  CoBsress  act  as  judges  in  their  own  cauae* 
rhis  consideration  should,  I  think*  determiua 
hem  to  take  that  digni^od  stand,  to  he  cooianted 
vith  what  the  people  are  wiUiog  to  allow  them, 
HT  resigp  their  seats^  The  aiii^i«ct  of  incnasing 
he  eompeaaation  had.  never  been  before  the  pubt 
le  until  th*  law  of  the  last  session  was  passed^ 
?he-  inritatian  It  oceaaioaed  was  produeed  not  sa 
aueh  by  tba  amount  aa  the  mode  of  compeiwa* 
ion,  and  its  rciroepectire  operation.  The  law 
I,  however,  entirely  unpopular ;  the  people  are 
letennined  upon  its  repeal,  9nd  ihey  must,  they 
vill  be  gratified.  Obey  their  voice,  then  ;  restore 
be  compensation  to  its  original  standard ;  suffer 
lie  indignation  which  h^  been  excited  against 
be  present  law  to  cool,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
be  justice*  the  generosity  of  the  people  will  be 
manifest  by  suttering  a  future  Congress  to  put 
heir  per  diem  allowance  upon  a  libeq^  footing,. 

Mr,  FoBfTTB  suggested,  aa  a  rfadier  and  pref- 
rable  mode  than  going  through  all  the  forma  of 
be  House  again,  the  prejiviecy  of  vepealiag  ai 
laee  the  preaent  aad  reviving  the  former  ae^ 
vhioh  would  produce  the  result  eoBtamplotfa 
ly  Mr.  Habbmow;  and  ezprceacd  the  PMwet  end 
inmiliatiou  be  Mt  that  tbie  subject  sboiild  have 
>eeupied  so. much  time  as  it  h<id  already,  and  bis 
HsHke  to  commence  it  anew. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Habbi- 
son'b  motion,  the  Qouse  adjourned. 
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Tububat,  lannavy  31. 

Mr.  Blount  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  meetioi  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Blount 
county,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  respecting  the 
situation  of  land  titles  in  that  county,  the  griev* 
snces  of  the  people  in  consequence  of  the  con* 
flictin^  claims  arising  under  the  States  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tenneesee,  and  soiiaitiag  that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  1806^  aa  fixeaa  spsoiie  pciee 
for  the  public  lands  wiibiB  iim  said  State  of 


TenoessaO)  aod  aa  appnopriates  certain  deacrlbed 
parts  of  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  seminaries  of 
learniiig,  may  be  repealed.-^Referred  to  the  sefeel 
committee  appoioted  yesterday  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  concerning 
the  said  lands. 

Mr.  RoBEBTaoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Liaods,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan^ 
reported  a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  entering 
certain  donation  rights  to  land  in  the  district  m 
Detroit  s  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  on  the 
bill  making  provision  for  the  location  of  the 
lands  reaerved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  bdiat% 
to  eortaia  ehiele  and  warriatrs  of  thai  imtion. 

The.  SniAKBB  laid  before  the  Hotise  a  letter 
from  the  8eeret«ry  of  the  Treaaurj,  tmnsmittiog 
hia  report  io  obedieeee  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  17th  of  April  last,  directing  him  to 
pfoeure,  and  lay  before  the  House,  ioformatioo  ta 
relation  to  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  States^ 
lying  in  the  counties  of  l^ashtngton  and  8c. 
QeneTieve,  and  Territory  of  Missouri  |  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  amend 
au  act  entitled  an  Mt  autborixing  the  payment  of 
0  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  alnd  others/* 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  <*  Joint  Eeeoiution 
to  employ  John  Trumbull  to  oompoae  aad  ese^ 
onto  eertain  painliiigs^"  in  which  reaoluitOB  they 
deaiiie  tiM  coBcufreBce  of  this  House. 


AHBJVPMG^  TO  TfiiB  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  PfoKBiie,  egbeof  tin  Represeamtivea  ikmm 
the  Ssate  of  North  Carolina,  laid  before  the 
House  the  following  proceedings  of  the  Legieie* 
turn  of  that  State;  whicbwere  read,  and  oidered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 
StaUcf  iVbrfA  C<0nMnai 

The  Committee  to  whom  wss  refeired  a  resolnthm 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Msssschusetts,  proposing  fOL 
amendment  to  die  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
reports 

That  the  said  resolution  is  in  principle  the  same 
with  that  adopted  by  the  General  Awembly  of  North 
Carolina  at  their  Isst  ses«on.  wiih  a  momcation  pf 
one  of  its  precisions  ipi  the  said  reaolutaons ;  whicli 
meats  the  unanimous  ooUcnrrence  of  your  couMnitlee. 
Thaj  therefore  recommend  that  Uie  resolation  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Maisachnsetts,  proposing  sn  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitutiou  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit:  ■'That  for  the  purpose  ^ 
choosing  Sepraeentslavea  in  the  Congiem  of  fbe  Uni- 
ted States,  each  State  shall  by  iU  Legislature  be  divi> 
ded  into  m  number  of  distriets  e^ual  to  the  number  of 
RepreaentatiTes  to  which  each  State  may  be  entitled. 
The  districta  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory, 
and  contain  as  nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  number  of 
inhabitanti,  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be  repre* 
sented.  In  each  district  the  qusKfled  voters  shall  elect 
one  Representative  and  no  mere.  That  for  the  pur- 
poee  ef  appointiBg  Bleetois  ef  PiesideBt  ef  Hie  IJai- 
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tod  8tskit»  eaeh  8teta  ihall  bj  iti  LegUatan  be  divi- 
ded into  a  Dumber  of  diitricte  equal  to  Um  nomber  of 
Blectora  to  which  each  State  may  be  entitled.  The 
districtfl  ihall  be  oonipoeod  of  contiguojos  territofj,  and 
cootain  ae  nearly  ae  may  be  an  eqnal  number  of  in- 
habitants entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  repneenta- 
tion.  In  each  district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for 
Representatives,  shall  appoint  one  Elector  and  no 
more.  The  Electors  when  couTened  shall  hsTe  power, 
in  case  any  of  them  appointed  as  above  prescribed 
shall  fail  to  attend  for  tne  purposes  of  their  said  ap- 

gnntment  on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes 
r  President  and  Vice  Prendent  of  Hit  United  States, 
to  appoint  another  or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him 
or  them  so  failing  to  attend.  Neither  the  districts  Ibr 
choosing  Bepresentativee,  nor  those  for  appointing 
Electors,  shall  be  altered  in  any  State  until  a  census 
and  apportionment  of  Representatives  under  it  subse- 
quent to  the  division  of  the  State  into  districts  shall  be 
made.  The  division  of  States  into  districl8»  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  alter  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  as  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uiited  SUtes ;  and  sueeee- 
sively  immediately  afterwards  whenever  a  oensus  and 
apportionment  of  Representatives  under  it  shall  be 
made.  The  division  of  each  State  into  districts,  for 
the  purposes  boUi  of  choosing  Representatives  and  of 
^>pointing  Electors,  shall  be  altered  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occa- 
sfon" — be  adopted.  And  that  our  Senators  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  be  instructed,  and  our 
Representatives  be  requested,  to  endesTor  to  obtain  the 
said  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

RuokM  Jwiker,  That  his  Ezoelleney  the  Gover- 1 
nor  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolution  to  each  of 
our  Senaton  and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  the 
«wna  may  be  laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures 
for  their  consideration  and  adoption.  Respectfully 
submitted. 

R.  M.  SANDERS,  Chairman. 

Ik  Sutatx,  JDeeemier  S8, 1816. 
The  above  report  being  read»  was  unanimously  con- 
curred with;  and  the  resolutions  therein  proposed 
unanimously  adopted. 

JOHN  BRANCH,  S.  S. 
By  order : 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS,  C.  8. 
Ih  Housi  or  CoxKOHS,  December  24, 1816.     , 
Read,  and  concurred  with  unanimously;  and  the 
resolutions  therein  proposed  unanimously  adopted. 

JA.  IREDELL,  iS.  H.  C. 
By  order: 

P.  HENDERSON,  C.  H.  C. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 
Test  :  ROBBBT  WILLIAMS,  C.  S. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
nn  Foreif  D  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  all 
commercial  intercourse  wiih  porta  and  places, 
into  or  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  con- 
oerniag  the  navigatioo  of  the  United  Statea. 


The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  prohibit  all  commercial  inlereotifw  wi& 
ports  or  places  into,  or  with  which,  Cho  vaveb  4 
the  United  States  are  not  ordinaiily  per«itted  Ib 
enter  and  trade. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«-<  That,  from  and  after  AathiitieCh 
day  of  June  next,  no  ship  or  Tessel  bekmgiDBg  to,  or 
coming,  directiy  or  indirectly,  from  any  port  or  |ilioe, 
into,  or  with  which,  the  Teasels  of  the  United  Sutei 
are  not  ordinarily  petmttted  to  enter  and  trade,  sbaH 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  harbors  or  waters  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  Territoiies  thereof;  T<e—eli  em|toy»d 
by  any  Chrremment  ht  the  sole  purpooo  of  esrr^ 
letteis  or  despatchee,  and  also  TesMla  fevoed  in  by  fi» 
trees,  and  by  the  dangers  of  tho  aea,  only  esoepiBi. 
And  if  any  ship  or  Tessel  betonging  lo,  or  coming  £• 
rectiy  or  indirectiy  from,  any  port  or  piaoo,  into,  « 
with  which,  the  Tessels  of  the  United  States  are  not 
ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trnde,  not  exeqrtsi 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  said  ***"*»^h  daj  of  Juas 
next,  arriTo  within  the  limits  of  the  Unilod  States,  or 
Territories  thereof  contrary  to  the  proTuieios  of  Hum 
act,  such  ship  or  Tessel,  together  with  the  cargo,  if 
any,  which  may  be  found  on  board,  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  eeixed  and  condemned  in  any  eouil  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  haTing  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enaeied.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  uy  of  June  next,  no  Ibr^n  sh^ 
or  Tessel  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  d^isrt  from 
the  United  Sutes,  or  the  Tenitoriss  thercoi;  to  anj 
nort  or  place,  into,  or  with  which,  the  Tfmelw  of  the 
United  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade;  and,  from  and  after  the  eaad  MnitiifOi  day  of 
June,  next,  no  foreign  ahq>  or  Tessel  shall  be  permitted 
to  clear  out  'or  depart  from  the  Unilsd  States,  or  the 
Territories  thereof,  until  the  owner,  consignee,  master 
or  conunander,  shall  haTe  given  bond,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  being  citiaens  of  the  United  States,  in  doobls 
the  Talue  of  the  Tessel,  sod  douMe  the  tsIuo  of  the 
cargo,  if  any,  that  such  ship  or  veasel  shall  proceed 
directly  to,  and  land  her  cargo,  if  any,  at  some  port  or 
place  of  the  nation  to  which  such  ship  or  Teasel  may 
belongs  and  into,  or  with  which,  the  Teaaela  of  the 
United  States  are  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade,  and  shall  not  proceed  lo,  or  trade  with,  any  port 
or  place,  into,  or  with  which,  the  Tessels  of  the  UnJcad 
States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade  ; 
and  any  bond  taken,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  canoelled 
by  the  collector  taking  the  same,  on  the  production  to 
him,  Tnthin  one  year  from  the  dale  of  sndi  bond,  of 
the  certificate  of  the  Consul  of  the  United  States, 
residing  at  the  port  where  the  Teesel  may  anire,  and 
the  cargo,  if  any,  be  landed;  or,  if  there  be  no  Cen- 
sul  of  the  United  States  there,  thon  the  oertifieate  of 
two  respectable  merchants,  under  oath,  reeidtng  there: 
{Promaedf  It  shall  appear  to  the  eoUector.  from  the 
lacts  proTod  by  such  certificate^  that  the  oooditioa  of 
the  bond  has  been  compUed  with ;)  and  if  socb  certifi- 
cate be  not  produced,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  ds^ 
of  the  proper  officer  to  proceed  to  the  recoTeiy  tsd 
collection  of  the  amount  of  said  bond,  in  any  eoert 
haTing  competent  jurisdiction:  Provided^  newerikeUu^ 
That  the  obligors  msy  discharge  themselTos  from  lia- 
bility for  the  payment  thereof,  prior  to  final  judgment 
against  them,  by  the  production  of  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  this  act,  and  by  the  payment  of  the  cosli  ef 
suit  whkh  may  haTo  accrued  proTioue  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  eeitifieale  aforesaid. 
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8kc.  3.  And  he  U  /utiher  enaded^  That  if  any 
foreign  ship  or  veisel  sball«  alter  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  nez^  depart  or  attempt  to  depart  frem  an^  port 
of  the  United  States  without  a  clearance,  or  without 
having  given  bond  as  required  by  thia  act,  such  ship 
or  TeaseJ,  together  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  whoUy  lor* 
feitedy  and  may  be  seised  and  condemned,  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof 
having  competent  jurisdiction* 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Preiident  of  the  United  Statesi  to  pre- 
icribe  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  foreign  ports  or 
places,  in  granting  the  certificate  required  by  the  sec- 
md  section  of  this  act.  and  to  the  collector,  Uie  nature 
ind  form  of  the  evidence  which  shall  be  required  in 
those  ports  or  places,  into,  and  with  which,  vesBols  of 
the  United  States  are  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and 
trade,  wherein  no  Consul  of  the  United  States  may 
reside  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  and 
landing  the  cargo,  as  required  in  the  second  section  of 
this  act. 

Sic.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
Uties  and  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  incurred  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  the  prosecution  for,  and  collection  of, 
vhich  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  may  be 
ned  lor,  proeecnted,  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit, 
>y  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of 
\merica,  or  by  indictment  on  information,  in  any 
sourt  having  competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the  same ; 
ind  shall  be  distributed  and  accounted  lor  in  the  man* 
ler  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
he  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
MMsed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
lundred  and  ninety-nine ;  and  such  penalties  and  Ibr- 
eitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated,  or  remitted,  in 
ike  manner,  and  under  the  like  conditions,  regnla- 
ions  and  restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  authorised  and 
lirected  by  Uie  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
nitigating  or  remitting  the  forftitures^  penalties,  and 
lisabilities  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
ioned,'*  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
even  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetaal 
ly  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one 
hoosand  eight  hundred. 

DISBURSmG  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  befoie  th?  House  letters 
iddressed  to  him  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
)f  Ways  and  Means^  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Actioff  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  theNa?y, 
respecting  the  accoantabiiity  of  public  officers 
and  agents,  and  the  dncies  and  emoluments  of 
the  Attorney  Qeoeral ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 
The  letters  are  as  follow : 

DxPABTxxHT  or  Stats,  Dec  31, 1816. 

Sim :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  Hd  instant,  requesting  informa- 
tion on  the  Ibllowing  subjects,  vis: 

1.  Is  it  intended  to  apply  the  power  of  imprison- 
ment and  sale  of  property,  proposed  in  a  late  report  to 
the  Senate  Irom  the  Secretaries  of  the  Departments, 
to  cases  of  property,  as  well  as  money,  which  may  be 
withheld  from  the  UoTernment  by  its  officers? 

!l.  Is  it  proposed  to  aHow  any  judicial  ezaminatioii 
into  the  claim  of  the  United  States^  etther  wImh  an 


ofieer  who  has  Mceived  money  from  the  Qovermnent 
claims  credits  not  admitted  ia  his  account^  or  where 
a  citisen  is  charged  by  a  Department  aa  a  depoeitaiy 
of  puUie  money  which  he  denies  having  received? 

9.  Would  the  accoantabiiity  of  poUie  offieen  be 
snfficieady  secured  if  the  diflewnt  proposals  oontained 
in  the  report  above  relerred  to  were  all  to  be  adopted, 
with  the  exception  of  that  for  the  estabUahment  of  a 
new  Department  1 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  it  is  proper  to  observe 
that  the  reasons  for  resorting  to  the  anesl  and  im* 
prisonment  of  the  defaulting  officer  where  property  la 
embesied  or  withheld  are  equally  strong  as  in  the 
ease  of  money.  It  is  pfesnmed  that  imprisonmoBi 
woald  bo  rssorted  to  only  wher^  there  is  a  deficteasir 
of  property  to  aatisty  the  demand,  or  in  the  ease  of  a 
refosal  to  settle  aeoooDts  when  adjustments  of  the  a^ 
emuts  of  othon  aro  dependent  upon  such  settlement 
In  both  these  casee,  but  partiealaffiy  in  the  latter,  the 
most  rigid  ezenise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Gov* 
emment  would  be  indispensable. 

A  judicial  examination,  when  the  officer  should 
allege  that  injustice  had  been  done  in  Uie  aettlement 
of  his  accounts,  would  perpetuate  the  delays  in  the 
settlement  of  the  public  aceounts  which  have  produced 
the  derangement  m  the  accounting  offices  that  are  in- 
tended to  be  remedied  by  the  summary  procedure  r^ 
commended  by  the  report  It  is  highly  improbable 
that  iniusttce  will  be  practised  by  the  auditing  officers ; 
but  if  it  should  hsppen  in  any  case,  the  sppeal  should 
be  to  CoDgrees,  who  will  always  grant  rolief. 
'  It  is  not  intended  to  apply  the  summary  procednro 
proposed  in  the  report  to  the  Senate  to  any  other  pel^ 
sons  than  officers  of  the  Government  If  the  Govern- 
ment confide  the  public  properhr  to  other  persons  than 
officers,  their  rights  as  individuals  ought  not  to  be 
afiected.  It  Is  not  proposed  to  extend  Uie  principle 
beyond  the  necessity  which  has  produced  its  spplica- 
tion  to  a  certain  description  of  (wicers.  JnsUco  and 
consistency  roqniro  that  it  should  app^  to  the  dis- 
bursing as  well  as  to  the  collecting  omceii  of  the  Gor- 
ernment 

In  answering  the  Uiird  inquiry,  serious  difficulties 
present  themselves.  The  Indian  Department  stands 
m  front  It  is  possible  that,  by  a  mora  specific  regu- 
lation in  that  wanch  of  the  public  service  than  has 
heretoforo  been  attempted,  ita  acconnta  might  be  re- 
duced to  some  general  principles  which  would  admit 
of  thmr  setUement  by  an  Auditor  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Head  of  the  Department  Measures  have  been 
taken  during  the  present  year  with  a  view  to  such  a 
rognlation.  Should  this  be  efibeted.  Urn  most  serions 
obstacle  to  the  setUement  of  thoee  aocoonta  would  be 
removed^ 

In  reoonuMndiny  the  estahUshnenl  of  another  in- 
dependant  DepailmenI,  the  Secntaiiss  were  infin- 
enueed  in  same  degree  by  the  eonsidermtion  that  t(i0 
public  interest  roquirad  that  the  Eaeeutive  Department 
ahottld  be  simple  and  uniform  in  its  oigmnisatioB. 
The  various  branches  of  Executive  authority  are  now 
under  the  direction  of  the  Seeretartes  of  the  Depait- 
ments,  except  the  General  Post  Office  and  the  Mint 
They  form  exceptions  to  the  general  principle  npqn 
which  the  Executive  Department  has  been  organised. 
The  best  examination  which  the  Secretaries  have  been 
able  to  give  the  subject  has  led  to  the  belief  that  the 
anomalous  organisation  of  these  Departments  has  net 
been  productive  of  snjr  beneficial  conseqnenoss*  TIm 
General  Poet  Office,  ladependant  of  U^e  aiiM^ly  johC 
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ilBlid»  picMoCi  BOTtho  of  s  iMn  riogiritf 
TiM  Nfvcmie  aecraiag  froAi  Um  pottaffa  of  iotten  ■ 
^Mnintd  duoetly  by  the  Goneral  Poat  Ofiee.  Ne 
putoftteomiP  into  te  pobiie  Tftumy  ezenii  tfiai 
portion  of  it  which  oxmIi  tho  ozpeaMi  of  mo  De- 
poilMWit  Tho  imnwBM  saao  which  no  pcidio  oon- 
tiiclofi  for  the  troncportation  of  the  mail,  end  to  aU 
the  pewtMctwe  throaghont  the  nelion,  «ie  diaboned 
directly  bj  the  Poatmaater  GeneimL  Hie  acoonnii  of 
the  Papal tuiwit  are  refiaed  by  the  eccooatiny  oflioBn 
of  the  Tfoaaiujy  but  they  aao  now  obeni  aix  yeais  in 


It  ia  not  contended  that  flia  eatiUiahment  of  e  now 
DepartaMBt  ia  kidinenariilf  necaaaaiy  to  change  the 
aiyiniwiipn  of  te  Oenaial  Poat  OAoa»  ao  ae.to  anb- 
jeot  the  payment  of  many  in  Chat  Depastaaent  to 
tiw  flheeha  to  whioh  ell  oliMr  paymanta  of  pntlie 
tfionqr  am  aftbiectod.  The  aona  ariaiag  from  poatafo 
of  lattaia  might  be  peid  diieetly  into  tha  TMaawy,  and 
oil  aama  dne  Ut  oontiaetoia  might  be  paid  by  wartanii 
at  the  Tieaauiy,  aa  well  witlmit  the  cetaUadinient  of 
n  new  Department  aa  with  it.  If  it  were  deemed  ne- 
caaiaxy,  all  poatmaateia  whoae  emdamanta  exceeded 
a  giTcn  aim  might  be  peid  in  the  aama  manner ;  or 
the  poatmaatem  of  all  daatribiiting  offioaa  might  be 
nlaood  upon  that  footing.  Thia  diacrimination  might 
lead  to  tna  aoggeation  that  it  would  be  proper  to  anb* 
joct  that  daaa  of  officera  to  the  ordeal  of  paa«ng  through 
the  Senate.  Thia  aaggeation»  howerer,  ia  foreign  to 
the  oufaject  of  your  inqoiry.  The  changea  aiiggaated 
in  the  modea  of  conducting  the  flacal  oonoema  of  the 
General  Poit  Office  were  neceaaarily  inToUed  in  tha 
pcoposition  to  make  a  new  I>apartment»  to  which  it 
■hould  be  nbordinato. 

We  think  proper  to  add  thai,  altboogh  proTiaion 
may  be  made  tu  the  aettlemant  of  all  the  public  oc- 
ooonta  without  the  inatitntion  of  a  new  Department, 
we  have  no  doubt  that  the  jnat  prindplaa  of  accounta- 
bility would  be  better  preaarred,  and  economy  promo- 
ted, by  the  adoption  of  that  measura.  Equally  aaUa- 
fled  are  we  that  other  eaaential  advantagea  would  re- 
ault  from  it.  As,  howoTer,  your  inquiry  doea  not 
extend  to  thia  object,  we  think  it  improper  to  enter 
ihrther  into  the  anbject. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfnll|y»  m, 
jonr  obedient  atnranta, 

JAB.  MONKOE, 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD* 
GEORGE  GRAHAM, 

Atiing  Becnktni  of  War. 

fi.  w.  ceowninSujeld. 

Hon.  Mr*  Lowwnaay  Chmmant  4«« 

Pram  JUr.  Monroe  to  JUr,  Loumdei. 

I.  The  Attorney  Clenowd  hta  htm  alwnya,  nnoothe 

w  OoooAi 


^A^rtion  of  ow  Oooommeat,  a  moobeir  of 

Hwa  OMnaa,  or  eaMoet.  For  that  reaM>n,  aa  well  aa 
fct  tho  halter  diachflvffe  of  hia  olhav  oilciel  dntlea,  it  fa 
fmpar  that  he  abanld  vaiide  at  the  Seal  of  Owfoni- 
«ant  It  waa  mode  «m  doty  of  the  preaent  otikar^  at 
the  time  of  his  i^pomtment,  to  do  ao;  which  he  haa 
•eoorditt|iy  done.  Ilig  duUaa  in  attending  the  cabinet 
daliherationa  are  mmtA  te  tfaoae  of  any  other  member. 
9.  Being  at  the  Stet  of  Oovemment  ttmrnghouithe 
year,  his  labors  era  IncffeaiMd  by  gifing  opiniena  tothe 
dUbtent  Departmeote  and  piiblie  oAoaa.  The  pio- 
ponioA  of  inoreaae  eoold  be  in  pnt  aaoaitained  by  an 
ttaminatien  of  Ihe  Ulee  of  eU  of  them,  and  comparing 
Mt  opialana  ghpaa  aow  mHih  heieiolbra^  whan  liie 


olllee  waa  at  a  dMasce.    Bit  tUs  la  feet  afl. 
on  the  apot,  it  may  be  anpposed  that  he  wSB  oftmle 
resorted  to  terbeHy  in  the  ptograsa  of  cnwme  Imriacsi 
Oodi  ia  the  fact.    The  removal  of  tha  oAoe  boa  mon 
than  donbled  its  cntbe  boafaMH  under  this  bettL 

8.  Tne  Supreme  Gonrt.  At  tte  Iml  tena  of  tht 
Stipremo  Court  there  were  ibrty-niiie  caMss  of  cfae 
United  Btatea  upon  the  docket.  Of  thia  ntmker, 
twenty-three  were  ultimately  diapaaed  ^hif  aigumiint 
or  otherwise.  Four  others  were  aignodwnhoutbaag 
decided.  Under  audi  circmBalaseee,  Ike  Attenef 
General  cannot  wd!  engage  in  Ihe  eenaee  ef  pfwalB 
cHenli  in  thia  court,  eonsbtentiy  with  «  diligantsBeea- 
tioo  of  the  fmbiic  Imsineea. 

The  preaent  Attorney  Generd  haa  ttol  ombaikei  ia 
fSiB  practice  of  the  local  courts  of  the  dty  of  Waahi^ 
ton.  The  practice  ia,  tn  itself,  of  fitde  moment ;  ani 
to  engage  in  it  upon  a  eeale  to  make  il,  in  nny  degreiv 
wortli  his  attention  would  be  incompatililo  with  Ac 
calls  to  which  he  is  liable  firom  the  Bxoeulm^  and  flie 
inteatigationa  due  to  other  official  OBgngemenls. 

4.  Ae  oAee  has  no  apaitaent  far  busineai,  nsr 
clexka,  nor  a  messenger,  nor  stotioneiy,  norioel  elfow* 
ed.  Theae  have  been  supplied  bj  dte  eifear  bkaa^i^ 
at  hie  own  ezpenae. 

REPAYMENT  OF  DUTEES. 

The  Houaa  look  vp  the  report  of  ike  Commit- 
tee of  Wayt  «od  Meona  on  Ihe  peii^a  of  Ckan- 
eellor  H.  Sanoden  nod  Maoool  Jodnb.  The  pe- 
titionera  pmy  for  Ike  repnynem  of  daties  naid 
bj  them  to  the  Government  on  aeeoant  of  aptrits 
distilled  io  the  Uoited  Stales;  which  repnyment 
they  ctnim  on  the  ground  that  the  aptriu  kare 
been  destroved  by  fire ;  and  the  Commiitee  (^ 
Ways  and  Means  report  that  Ike  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  gaye  rise  to  some  diacaaaion.  io 
which  Mr.  PuBASAirrn  opposed  it.  nod  moved  (o 
reverse  the  saote  ao  as  to  deckte  tke  petition  rea- 
aooabie}  and  Mr.  Lowiiom  advoeaied  eke  report 
nod  explatBod  tke  vtews  of  the  covmittoe^  wkick 
forbade  relief  to  tke  petitionefa,  na  well  na  ike 
genemi  policy  proper  in  anek  enaoa.  Mr.  Smiti^ 
of  Maryland,  likewise  spoke  im  fsvor  of  ike  ie» 
port,  niter  wkich  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
curring therein,  end  carried. 

TA£  COMPENSATION  LAW. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  ttie  con* 
sideration  of  the  bill  to  repttl  the  Compensation 
Law^— Mr.  HAaaiaoN'e  motion  of  yesterday  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  tke  Whole, 
with  instruction  to  fill  the  blank  witk  aiz  dolJars, 
beiftg  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Habrison,  after  atating  that  ke  felt  some 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  that  part  of  hts  mo- 
tion, which  embraced  an  instroction  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  requested  permission  to 
withdraw  that  brunch  of  it,  and  didaoaceonliogly. 

Mr.  PiCKERiNO  moved  the  indefinite  postpeae- 
ment  of  the  bill^  and  spoke  some  time  in  faror  of 
leaving  the  subject  to  the  next  Congress^  to  act 
as  they  should  deem  proper,  when  tke  public  fer- 
meni  shall  have  subsided,  and  they  be  able  to  de- 
cide dispasaionateiv,  and  also  because  the  House 
had  by  ita  votes  shown  ao  disposition  to  fix  on 
aa  aM(|>*<«  pet  diem  aUowanoe. 
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The  mocira  for  iadeflolt6  postpOBemetiC  ith 
mppo^ted  warmly  by  Mr.  Wbigbt,  and  bri^y 
by  Mr.  Calhoun  ;  and  zealoasly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Parris;  when  the  qoestfon  oo  tbe  indefinite  post- 
ponefDeot  was  de<!tded  in  the  negatively eas  63, 
nays  115,  as  fellows: 

Ybas— ^Measrt.  Adams,  Athertoa,  Baer,  Baker,  Bmy- 
ies,  Bnidlmryy  Brec^eni^ge^  Calhonn*  Carr  of  Mas* 
lachiuetta,  ChapMll,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clayton, 
[Slendennin,  Ckmdtet,  Crawford,  Colpeper,  DsTenport, 
Glasgow,  Griffia,  Orosvenor,  Hopkinaon,  Hnlbeit,  Ir* 
iag  of  Now  Yosk,  Jewott,  Ksfr  of  V urginia.  Law, 
>ve,  L«reit,  Maiafa,  Middloton,  Mills,  Kibior,  Moffitt, 
doore,  i.  Nelson*  Pickoiiag,  Robertson,  Sohenek, 
Ihstdby,  Smith  of  Pannsyhraaia,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Stoi- 
:e8,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Thomas,  Wallaee, 
Yard  of  New  York,  WendoTer,  Woodward,  Wright, 
nd  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  AYsry, 
iaiboar,  BasNett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdaall, 
hrdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Ca- 
ty,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Champion,  CUley,  Clarke  of 
vorth  Carotina,  Comstoek,  Conner,  Creighton,  Croch- 
Ton,  Darlington,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwairdi^  Fletcher, 
fomey,  Fonyth,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
iahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hairison, 
leister,  Henderson^  Hendricks,  Heibert,  Hooks,  Ha« 
■er,  Hangerford>  Ingham,  Irwin  of  PennsyWania,  Jaek- 
on,  Johnson  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Kentad^,  Kent, 
Ctag,  Langdoa,  LMrk,  Little,  Lsfwndea,  lAunpkin, 
^e,  lifon,  Wilfiam  Maelsy,  WiUiam  P.  Maelay,  Ma- 
on,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  MiUer,  Moeeleyi  M«p« 
lee,  Hugh  Nelson,  T.  M«  Nelson,  Newton,  Noyes, 
^rmsby,  Parris,  Peter,  Pickens,  Pfper,  Pilkin,  Pleas- 
nts,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane, 
too^  Ross,  RnjMles,  SsYage,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Mary- 
ind.  Smith  of  Toghiia,  BoaHiavd,  Strong,  Tanl,  Tay- 
»  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  TeUaur, 
Towasend,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnsetti,  Ward 
f  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WHde, 
Viniams, .  Thomas  Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  and 
faooey. 

The  mocioa  then  recurred  to  recommit  the 
till  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  which 
QOtioo  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  5B. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
resterday  by  Mr.  Grostbnos,  to  strike  out  the 
nbstaoce  of  the  bill  and  insert  a  substitute  re- 
)eaUng  all  the  laws  on  the  subject  from  the  end 
»f  the  sessioD,  so  as  to  throw  on  the  next  Con- 
press  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  subject,  not, 
le  declared,  with  any  ungenerous  motive  towards 
;hem,  but  that  they,  coming  fresh  from  the  people, 
night  be  left  to  decide  freely  and  unshackled. 

The  motion  was  supported,  earnestly  and  at 
length,  by  Mr.  Robbbtson;  when  Mr.  Taylob, 
}f  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
)y  confining  the  repeal  to  the  existing  act,  and 
thus  leave  the  subject  of  compensation  as  it 
ttood  prior  to  the  act  of  last  session,  which  he 
modified,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fobbttb,  so 
18  to  revive  expressly  the  former  laws  on  the 
subject. 

After  a  desultory  debate  of  some  time  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Grosvbnob,  and  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
Tavlob'b  motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas  85,  nays  81,  as  (bUown : 


YsAS-^MesOTB.  Archer,  Avary,  Baer,  Baker,  Bar^ 
boor,  Bassett,  Bennett,  Blonn^  Boss,  Brooks,  Bur- 
well,  Canaan,  CiUey,  Comal«ek,  CoBner,  Crawferd, 
Croeheion,  DailingtoB,  Desha,  Diekaoa,  Edwards, 
Findley,  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Goldsbowagh, 
Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin*  Hw- 
rison,  Heister,  Hendricks,  Hqger,  HungerCird,  Jaokp 
son,  Johnson  of  Virgmia,  Johnson  of  Kentvefcy,  Kiagr 
Langdon,  Lewis,  Uule,  Lowndes^  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Lvon,  WUliam  Maday,  WiUiam  P.  MaoUy.  Mason, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Hugh  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nsi- 
son,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Peter,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Randolph,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Sharps,  Smith  of  Maiy- 
land.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southari^  Taylor  of  New 
York,  TeIftir,Townscnd,Tvler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward 
at  New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin, 
Williama,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Ather^ 
ton,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massa- 
chnsetto.  Champion,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York, 
Clarke  of  North  Carofina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Con- 
diet,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Gold,  Gtiifin,  Grosvenor,  Hendenon,  Hopkinson,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingham,  Inring  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Pennifyl- 
vania,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Vkginia,  Law*  Love, 
Lovett,  Maash,  MiddleCon,  Miller,  Mills,  Mflnor,  Moose, 
Mosel^,  Mnrfiree,  J.  Nelson,  Newton,  Piekens,  Piotoi 
enng,  Pitkin,  Reed,  RsynoUs,  Rioe,  Robertaon,  Rng- 
gles,  SavagOf  Sekenek,  Shetfiy,  Smith  of  Penasnrlvaniat 
Steams,  Strong,  Stnart,  Stoiges,  Taggart,  TaUmadga^ 
Tate,  Tanl,  Taylor  of  South  CaroUna,  Thomas,  Waid 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover» 
Wheaton,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  and 
Yates. 

So  the  Amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  question  recurred  on  tbo  mo« 
ttofl  offered  by  Mr.  Gbobvbh or,  aa  amended. 

Mr.  RandoIpFb  ala«ed  that  when  he  foQod  h» 
former  propoaition  supported  hj  a»  few-— not  mav* 
tiMin  aiztcen  or  eigbteen-^in  the  CoBdisittea  if 
tlia  Whole,  be  bad  ireaolved  not  to  raTive>  it  ift 
the  Hoiiaa  onlesa  compelled  by  the  snbaequent 
oOBraa  of  the  biisineas,  as  it  would  leok  perhaps, 
he  aaid,  like  bravado,  like  an  offer  whieh  bo  oaa 
might  regard^  to  tbrow  himself  ia  ^e  froBt  of  tha 
battle;  and  it  was  therefore  with  pain  he  fell 
hkaaalf  oonsMnwd  to  bring  it  forwsrd  no^i  and 
try  the  aenae  of  the  House  ott  It.  After  sobm 
geBeimi  remarks  on  the  course  of  the  ddmte,  dbe., 
be  moved  the  second  branch  of  his  foraBer  propo- 
aition, that  was,  aabstaotiBlly,  to  deduet  from  the 
pny  of  the  members  the  axeess  th«y  had  reoeitBd 
daring  the  pfeaeBt  Congress  nbove  the  formtr 
Biiowaoee  of  aix  diillars  a  day.  The  niBtioB,  how* 
evBT,  not  beioy  Bt  praaant in  order,  he  suspended  it. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  proposing  some  modification 
of  his  motion,  which  he  discovered  was  necessary 
from  not  being  sufficiently  definite  as  to  the  acts 
intended  to  be  revived,  some  of  them  providing 
compensation  fbr  rhe  servants  of  the  House^  but 
which  modification  could  not  be  now  received, 
as  the  amendment  bed  been  decided  on— 

Mr.  Sbabp,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  oppor^ 
tunity  to  geatlemen  to  improve  the  ameodmenCi 
and  allow  them  to  make  as  perfect  as  possible 
the  biU  under  diaeaasion,  mored  a  reconaidera- 
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tioD  of  the  rote  joKt  taken ;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to,  ayes  87 ;  and 

Mr.  Tatloa's  amendment  was  again  brought 
before  the  House;  when  he  withdrew  that  part 
of  the  ameodment  which  expressly  revived  the 
act  in  force  prior  to  the  act  or  last  session,  so  as 
to  confine  his  motion  to  a  simple  repeal  of  the 
existing  act. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  navs, 
as  follows:  For  tne  ameodment  85,  against  it  81. 

The  qoestioo  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Groste- 
icor's  motion,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  For  the  amendment  83^  against  it  81. 

So  the  House  decided  simply  to  repeal  the  law 
of  last  session,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
present  hill. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  moved  another  section,  di- 
recting, sabstantially,  that  the  accounts  of  the 
members,  for  services  daring  the  present  session, 
be  adjusted  and  settled  in  such  manner,  and  by 
the  same  rules,  as  if  the  act  of  last  session  had 
not  been  passed ;  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Randolpb  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  mo- 
tion the  words,  ^  for  services  rendered  during  the 
present  session.'' 

This  motion,  and  the  preceding,  gave  rise  to 
much  diflcossion ;  in  which  Mr.  Forsttb  sup- 
ported his  amendment  as  a  necessary  instruction 
to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  aud  those  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Randolph  supported  his  motion^  as  substan- 
tially the  same  which  be  had  offered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  to  refund  the  exce^is  received 
during  the  present  Congress,  over  what  would 
have  been  received  under  the  law  prior  to  last 
session ;  and  he  entered  at  larf^e  into  the  general 
question,  repeating  his  conviction,  that  the  course 
be  proposed  was  required  by  every  proper  coukid- 
oration;  that  if  anything  was  done  with  the  law 
of  the  last  session,  it  ought  to  be  a  thorough  re- 
traction of  all  that  had  been  done,  and  that  the 
act  BOW  passed  ought  to  be  retroactive,  as  well 
as  the  compensation  law,  which  was  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  Sbwbt  rose  to  show  that  the  motion  of 
Mr*  Ramoolpb  would  embrace  only  thoee  ac- 
counts which  remain  unsettled ;  and  expressed 
his  coincidence  with  Mr.  R.  that,  if  the  act  was 
right,  it  ought  not  to  be  repealed ;  but  if  wrong, 
and  it  were  repealed,  that  full  remuneration  ought 
10  be  made  to  the  public.  Against  the  latter 
coarse,  however,  he  spoke  at  some  length,  as  it 
would  be  for  meddling  with  a  vested  right,  whieh 
the  law  could  not  now  touch,  which  opinion  he 
argued  to  esublish. 

Mr.  Forbytb  supported  his  motion  at  some 
lenffth,aod  opposed  the  amendment  offered  thereto 
by  Mr.  Randolph — because,  however  proper  he 
might  deem  its  operation  on  the  present  session, 
as  the  members  had  received  their  compeoitation 
for  the  last  session,  it  was  not  his  wish  now  to 
touch  iL  or  to  coerce  its  repayment. 

Mr.  CuLPfiPBR  thought,  il  anything  at  all  were 
done,  aa  proposed  by  the  motion,  it  ought  to  be 


something  worthy  of  the  effort }  and  was,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  a  thorough  revuiom  of  acconnu, 
or  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  Shjeffsv-,  as4 
denied  that  the  compensation  received  at  die  last 
session  was  a  vested  right,  but  simply  a  cooiract, 
as  related  to  this  House,  between  the  right  hand 
and  the  left;  and  that  if  ihe  case  were  bcoughc 
before  a  court,  either  at  common  law  or  in  chan- 
cery, a  recovery  mieht  be  had,  prorided  tlie  pres- 
ent bill  pass,  dec.  Mr.  R.  supported  his  oniaioa 
by  a  variety  of  arguments,  and  concladed  by  de- 
claring, that  if  the  subject  was  aeted  oo  at  aULhe 
was  unwilling  to  stop  short  of  joatiee  to  the  paV 
lie — justice  he  called  it,  because,  if  not  so,  why 
pass  the  law  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Sbbpfkt  rejoined,  and  repeated  his  belief, 
that  those  accounts  which  had  been  settled,  wtR 
finally  settled  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  beinf 
settled  under  the  law  of  the  land,  and  could  not 
be  touched — he  entered  into  various  illostratiobs 
of  his  view  of  vested  rights,  which  he  conceived 
this  to  be. 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  retroactive  propo- 
sition ;  becausfi,  as  he  believed,  it  would  be  inef- 
ficacious, could  not  be  executed  folly,  and  would, 
therefore,  operate  unfairly;  whiela  opiaioa  he 
argued  at  some  length  to  sustain. 

Mr.  QoLoaBoaouoB  explaieed  brieff  r  the  rca- 
sons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  Mr,  Hait- 
ooLPB^a  amendment. 

A  motion  was  then,  about  4  o^dock,  made  to 
adjourn,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

WuMBattAT,  Jaanary  22. 

Mr.  Plbabants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widowt 
and  orphans  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
who  were  lost  in  the  Uaited  Slates  brig  Bperriet ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr  GoLDaaoRouQB.the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  collection  of  the  internal  revenue,  so 
far  as  to  require  the  collectors  within  the  State 
of  Maryland  to  keep  an  office,  or  known  place 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  at  the  county  town 
of  each  county  of  their  district,  and  to  attend 
there  bv  themselves  or  deputy  at  certain  stated 
times,  ior  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nb wton,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  regis- 
ters to  be  issued  to  that  description  of  resseU  de» 
nominated  sea-letter  vessels. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  employ 
John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute  certtia 

Siintings,  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
ALHotJN,  HopxiMBON,  WiLDB,  Rani>olpb,  and 

PlTBIN. 

Mr.  Cadt,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution : 

£te$oked,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieanuj  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  thai  Uowm 
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whilfaflr  tiMre  b»  aay  bank  notM  fn  die  Tretraiy 
whidi  otimot  be  tAwwntaigmmtfy  9fifU»d  in  tiM  pay* 
ment  of  dabUdiie  fvom  th»  Uaitad  8tat«a»  uld  if  tbere 
be  any  midi  bank  notaa,  die  aoMnrnt  tbereoi;  and  in 
irfaat  baniu-the  aeme  are depoattedy  and  whetberaoT, 
aad  what  pvemioKy  in  Ua  opinioOi  ought  to  be  made^ 
bf  law,  to  ooupel  the  banke  widcli  iaaaed  endi  notee 
te  redeem  the  aame,  or  give  ■eeiirity  for  the  ndemp- 
tion  theteofy  with  intueat* 

Some  debate  arising  on  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution,  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table,  and  was  carried'^yeas  65,  nays  55. 

THE  GOMf  EN8ATI0N  BILL. 

The  Hooee  agaio  reaomed  the  sobjeet  of  the 
oompeiMStton  bill.  -  Mr.  Raaoolpb's  oropioettkm 
to  amend  hit.  FoBsvTii'a  ameiuimeot,  by  strihinr 
therefrom  the  words  "  doriog  the  present  session/' 
(so  ae  to  inclode  the  aoconota  of  both  sessions  to 
the  settlement  agreeably  to  the  eld  per  diem  of 
six  dollare)  beine  nnder  ev^neiderMiott— 

Mr.  Gady  spoke  some  time  against  the  inerj)e- 
diency,the  injostice.  and  impraetieabitity  of  going 
into  a  settlement  or  the  accoants  of  last  session, 
and  requiring  a  Tepay  meat  of  the  excess  received 
[>yer  the  amount  which- would  have  been  been 
receivable  under  the  old  compensation. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  on>  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Ramoolpb  declared  he  was  as  adverse  to 
;he  amendment  as  any  one ;  hut  it  was  predicated 
in  the  supposition,  that  the  repeal  would  extend 
o  the  3d.  of  March,  1815 1  he  knew  that  if  the  re* 
)eal  took  eiSeot  at  any  time  prior  to  the  period  he 
(OD  tens  plated)  the  consequences  predicted  by  the- 
pentlefBen  opposed  to  it^  would  result. 

The  qo^tioo  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  RaW" 
ioi.fb'8  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Forsyth's  ameod- 
aeot,  and  decided  In  the  negative— -yeas  61,  nays 
01,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Athertdn,  Baker,  Betts, 
iirdsall,  Birdseye,  Bryan,  Barwell,  CaUlweU,  Clark 
f  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Condlcty 
Crawford,  Deaha^  Fletcher,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor, 
lall,  Haounond,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hnger, 
longerfoed*  Inghanh  Irving  of  New  7ork,  Jewett, 
[iD9,  Laagdon,  Le^m,  LitUe^  William  P.  Maday, 
CeKee,  Mittofj  Mbore,  If ar&ae,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Thoe^ 
K  NeUon,  Ormaby^  Parria»  Pleken%  Piper,  Randolph, 
Koynolda^  lio8S>  Savage,  8cheaek,  Shelley,  Smith  of 
Ufyland,  TanUTteykMof  New  York,  T«yler  of  South 
Carolina,  Thomas,  Townsead,  Ward  of  New  Tork* 
Vard  of  New  Jeiaegr«  Wendeveri  Wheaton,  Wilkin, 
IwtiM*  Wilson,  and  Yalei. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Avexy, 
raer>  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bayliea,  Bennett, 
lioaut.  Boss,  Bradbury,  Bteckenridge,  Brooks,  Cady, 
Jalhoun,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Maasachusetta,  Champion, 
/bappeU*  Cilley,  Clayton,  Ctendennin,  Comstock, 
Ufnuer,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Dar- 
ngtoot  Davenport4>ickens,  Edwards,  Piadtey,  Forney, 
^aaton.  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Qrifl&n,  Hahn,  Haloi  Hardin, 
itiTTiBon,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert, 
ackaoo*  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
tent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law, Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
.ampkin,  Lyle^  Lyon,  William  Maday,  Marsh,  Mason, 
AcCoy,  McLean,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moflitt,  Moseley, 
(ewton,  Hoyes,  Peter,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
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Powell,  Reed,  Riee,  Roane,  Robertson,' Hoot,  Roggiesi 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Sonthavd» 
Sceasna,  Stnart,  Stnrgea,  Taggart,  TaHmadge,  Vdae^ 
Wallace,  Waid  of  Massaehnaatta,  Whitealde,  WildB» 
Wimama,  Wilionghby,  WilUam  Wilson,  Woodwaidi 
Wnght,  and  Yanoey. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Pob8YTh*0 
motion  to*  extend  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session.  ' 

Mr.  GBOsvmott  nioved  to  amend-  Mr;  Foa* 
sttb's  proposition,  by  stitkiag  oot  the  whol« 
thereof,  and  ineertinga  snbetitote,  substantially 
to  esspCDd  the  repeal  of  the  existing  eompensa^ 
tion  act  until  the  end  of  the  present  session,  and' 
to  provide  that  the  repealing  actshonld  not  revive 
any  former  compensation  law. 

After  some  diebate  thereon,  the  question  wa» 
taken  on  Mr.  QBoavaNoa^o  motion,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative-^yeaa  104,  nays  62,  as  follows-: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baker,  Baylies,  Betts,  Birdsidl,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brack- 
enridge^  Bryan,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Carr  of 
Massaehusells,  Champion,  Cilley,  Okrk  of  New  Toifc,. 
Clarke  of  North  Uarohna,  Clayton,  Clendenmin,  Can- 
diet,  Conner,  Cc^oper,  Creighton,  Crodssron,  Calpepee, 
Dariington,  Davenport,  Pindley,  Forasy,  Oaalon,  Geld^ 
Griffin,  Graavenor,  Hardin,  Hendexson,  Herbert,  Hei»- 
kinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewetl,  JobasoB. 
of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lovett,  Lyle^  William  Maday,  Marsh,  Mason, 
McCoy,  McKoe,  McLean,  Middleton,  Millar,  Mills^ 
Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Thomaa  M. 
NeUon,  Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper» 
Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolda,  Robertson,  Root, 
Ross,  Roggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp,  Sheflby, 
Smith  of  Penni^Ivania,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stur- 
gee,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Car- 
oUna,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Ward  of  Massadinsetta, 
Waid  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  Whiteaide, 
WUkin,  Willoughby,  Thomaa  Wilson,  Woodward^ 
and  Yatea. 

NATa--^Mbasre,  Adgate,  Ait^r,  Avery,  Barbcnr, 
Baasett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooke, 
Barwell,  Cannon,  Chappeli,  Ceosstoek,  Deaha,  DMt- 
ena,  Edwarda,  Pleteher,  For^tb,  Qoldsboiongh,  Qood^ 
wyn,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Haniaea,  Heister,  Hen* 
docks,  Hooka,  Hngee,  Hnlbert,  HnnguiDBd^  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ktng^  Langdon,  Little^  LemidaB» 
Lnmpkin,  I^ron,  Wilham  P.  Madicf,  Hugh  Neleaa, 
Onnaby,  Parha,  Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleaaants,Bioe,  Roane^ 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard„Tajw 
lor  of  New  York,  Tyler,  Voae,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New. 
Jeiwy,  WUcez,  WUde,  WiUiama,  WiUiam  Wilaan, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  Hoos«  agraed  t0UiesiibatiCiite,.aQdr.de- 
oided  a^aioet  repealing  the  asisiing.  aot|  tHitik 
frooi  and  after  ihe  present  session,  and  agmnafr 
the  revival  of  i,he  pwviom  efw^aaaBtiev.  law^; 
thtts  leaving  it  to  the  nest  Congress  to  net  of  aa^ 
cetstty  on  the  soMeet. 

Mr.  WiLOB,  after  some  introdnetovy  elaervap 
tiotts  in  favor  of  adopting  eoaHe  permanent  pre* 
vision,  and  not  leaving  the  subject  to  be  agitated 
again^  dbc,  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill|  bf 
the  iatroduotion  of  several  sections,  proposing/ 
subsuntially,  to  provide  a  per  diem  allowance  of 
nine  dollars,  as  the  futore  compensation  to  be  al- 
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lowed  to  members  after  the  close  of  the  present 
•ession* 

This  proposition  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Caot, 
QoLo,  and  Conoict,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  leav- 
ing ton  future  Congress  the  adiastment  of  its 
owD  compensation;  and,  after  the  tedious  and 
▼arjFing  course  pursued  on  the  subject,  of  acting 
on  It  definitively,  without  commencing  anew  with 
the  proposed  amendment* 

Mr.  Ranoolph  dissented  from  the  opinion,  that 
more  time  had  been  occupied  by  this  subject  than 
it  deserved,  and  rather  wondered  that  it  was  likely 
to  end  so  soon ;  he  opposed,  however,  Mr.  Wiloe'a 
motion,  and  advocated  the  peculiar  propriety  of 
leaving  the  subject  to  their  successors.  Mr.  R. 
entered  much  at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  act 
of  last  session,  whicb  he  supported,  as  highly  aiis- 

K'cious  to  the  honor  and  character  of  the  Legts- 
ture,  and  beneficial  to  the  country ;  that  it  6ad 
been  made  odious  only  by  the  cabals  of  printers 
of  both  parties;  that  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
hereafter  be  more  justly  appreciated  by  the  peo- 
ple, when  the  public  efiervescence  should  subside, 
and  the  good  sense  of  the  people  soberly  decide 
on  the  subject ;  and  that  the  succeeding  Repre- 
sentatives, coming  with  the  deliberate  sentiments 
of  the  people,  would  be  able  to  settle  the  question 
calmly  and  properly. 

After  a  few  more  remarks  by  the  mover  in 
favor  of  the  motion,  and  by  Messrs.  Golo  and 
GaosvBNOR  in  opposition — 
'  Mr.  FoRflnrTB  suggested  that  the  amendment 
be  varied,  so  as  to  fill  the  blank  relating  to  travel- 
lioff  expenses  with  six  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles,  leaving  the  other  blank  to  be  filled  with 
nine  dollars,  as  the  future  pay  for  daily  attend- 
ance. 

Mr.  C ON oicT  proposed  to  strike  from  the  amend- 
ment the  word  nine,  and  insert  eight,  as  the  fu- 
ture per  diem  for  attendance. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Pickbrimo, 
against  legislating  on  the  subject  for  the  next 
Congress,  and  especially  against  voting  to  them 
more  than  a  majority  of^them,  he  expected,  would 
vote  to  themsetvea — 

•Mr.  WiLDB  said,  to  save  time,  and  accommo- 
date his  motion  as  extensively  as  he  could  fo  the 
various  opinions  apparent  fn  the  House,  he  would 
modify  it,  so  as  to  fill  the  blank,  both  for  the  daily 
attendiance  and  travelling  expenses,  with  eight 
dollars. 

Mr.  W.'s  amendment,  as  modified,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

8sc.  4.  And  he  ii  further  enaeUA,  Hat  at  every 
fiitore  ssseioa  of  Gongiess,  and  at  e^erj  meiittng  of 
Ifae  Senate  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  each  Senator 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  all  other  compen- 
ealfen  heretolbio  allowed  by  law,  eight  dollars  Ibr  eve- 
ry day  he  shall  attend  the  Senate;  and  ahtll  aleo  be 
allowed,  at  the  oommeneemenl  and  end  of  every  such 
session  and  meeting,  eight  doUars  for  every  twenty 
miles  of  the  estimated  distance,  bj  the  most  usual  road, 
from  his  place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress ; 
and  in  case  any  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  de- 
tained by  Rckneff  on  nis  jonrney  to  or  from  any  ses- 
sion or  meeting,  or,  after  his  arrival  shall  be  unable  to 


attend  the  Senate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  aama 
daily  allowance ;  and  the  President  of  tha  Senate,  jirs 
tempore^  when  the  office  of  the  Vice  Presideot  of  the 
United  States  is  or  shall  be  vacant,, ehall,  during  the 
period  of  his  services,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition 
to  his  compensation  as  a  member  oi  the  Senate,  eight 
doUars  for  eveiy  dey  he  shall  attend  the  Senate :  Phh 
mded,  That  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed  a  «un  ex* 
ceeding  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day,  from  the  end  of 
one  aach  lession  or  meeting  to  the  time  of  hb  taking  a 
seat  in  another. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  present  session  of  Congrea,  to 
be  calculated  from  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  at 
every  future  seaeion  of  Congress,  each  Representative, 
and  each  Delegate  from  the  respective  Territories,  ehall 
be  entitled,  in  lieu  of  all  other  compensation  heretofoie 
allowed  by  law,  eight  dollars  for  -every  day  they  shall 
attend  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  shall  be  al« 
lowed,  at  the  commencement  and  end  of  each  session, 
eight  doUam  for  eveiy  twenty  miles  of  the  estimated 
distance,  bv  the  most  uaual  road,  from  his  place  of  res- 
idence to  the  seat  of  Congress ;  and  in  case  any  Rep- 
resentative or  Delegate  shall  be  detained  by  aicknesa 
on  his  journey  to  or  from  the  session,  or  after  his  ar- 
rival shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  daily  aQowanoe  afore- 
said ;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition  to  his  compen- 
sation as  a  Represenutive,  eight  dollars  for  9^erj  day 
he  shall  attend  the  House :  Provided,  aiumffe^  TheX 
no  Representative  ot  Delegate  ahall  be  aHowed  a  sum 
exceeding  the  rate  of  eight  doUars  a  day,  from  the  end 
of  one  seesion  to  the  tame  of  taking  his  aeat  in  another. 
That  the  said  oompensation  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  shall  be  certified  by  the  Piesident,  and  that 
which  shall  be  due  to  the  members  of  the  Houee  of 
Reprasentatives,  and  to  the  Delegates,  shall  lie  certified 
by  the  Speaker;  and  the  same  shall  be  passed  as  pub- 
lic accounts,  and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasuiy. 
And  that  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  contraiy  to  the  |>r»- 
visions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  r^ 
pealed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  thereoui  as  mod- 
ified, and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  31,  nays 
133,  as  follows: 

Yaas — Meesrs.  Adam^  Adgate,  Alexander,  Athor- 
ton.  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York,  CoodicC, 
Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Findicy,  Forsyth, 
Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Hsmmood,  Jjowndea, 
McKee,  McLean,  Moeeley,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  R^nolds^ 
Sturges,  Tsggsrt,  Tallmadge,  Thomas,  Wilde,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Baer,  Baker,  Bar- 
bour, Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  BMnll, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbnry,  Breckenridge, 
Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Carr  of  Mass.,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner, 
Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  GriA 
fin,  Grostenor,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Heister, 
HeaderMn,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Bopkioson* 
Hager,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  logham,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Jewett,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  oi 
Virginia,  King.  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  hof^ 
Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  William  Maclay,  Wm. 
P.  Maclay,  Marshy  Mason,  McCoy,  Middieton,  Miller, 
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tills,  Mflnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  MuxfirM,  Hugh  NelioQ, 
7homa«  M.  Nelfon,  Nowton,  Nojet,  Ormtby,  Pftnia, 
*eter,  Pfekering,  Piper,  Pleannts,  Powell,  Randolph, 
teed.  Rice,  Roane,  RooV  Rom,  Rogglei,  Savage, 
khenck,  Shaipe,  Bhefbj,  Saitth  of  PennsylTania, 
(mith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
iteame.  Strong,  Stuart,  TUe^  Tgal,  Taylor  of  North 
taroUna,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Vom^  Wal- 
lee.  Ward  of  Matsachiuette,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Vard  of  New  Jersey,  WendOTor,  Wheaton,  White- 
ide,  Wilcox,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Woodward,  Wright, 
ndTates. 

The  bill  was  then,  at  length,  ordered  to  be  en- 
rossedi  ns  amendea,  and  read  a  third  time  Xo- 
lorrow. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  called  for  the  consideration,  of 
is  resolution,  res  pec  tinff  the  regulation  adopted 
y  the  Directors  of  the  United  States  Bank;  but, 
efore  the  question  was  put  on  taking  it  up,  the 
Iou$e  adjourned. 

Tbursdat,  January  23. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Georgia,  Z  a  dock 
yOOK,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat, 
n  the  room  of  Alfred  Cuthbert,  resigned. 

Mr.  WflNDOTsa  persented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
ihaiits  and  ship  owners  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
»rayiD^  that  an  act  may  be  passed,  imposing  such 
estrictions  on  the  commerce  of  foreign  nations 
rith,  and  on  the  shippioff  of  said  nations  enter- 
Dg  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  as  are  im- 
losed  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  com- 
oerce  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  shipping  of 
he  same,  entering  the  ports  of  such  foreign  na- 
ion  or  nations.— -Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
he  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  pro- 
libit  all  commercial  intercourse  with  ports  or 
daces  into,  or  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter 
md  trade. 

Mr.  H.  Nblson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
fadiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  appoint  an  additional 
udge  for  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other 
)arp08es ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
0  a  Comoaittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Herbert,  from  the  committee  appointed 
m  the  petition  of  John  Darnali,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Darnali ;  which  was  read 
iwtee,  and  coqimitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inobak,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inouire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing so  much  or  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1816, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as 
relates  to  the  compensation  of  clerks.  Messrs. 
Inobam,  Fobstth,  Atbehton,  Cady,  and  Yates, 

were  appointed  the  committee. 

GENERAL  HAKRI80N. 

Mr.  JoBBSoir,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  the  letter  and  report  of 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  War.  on  the  application 
of  Major  General  William  U.  Harrison,  respect* 
Ing  his  expenditares  of  pabiie  moaey  while  com* 


mandiiig  the  Northwestern  -army,  made  a  report 
thereon,  stating  that  the  committee  are  unani* 
mou«ly  of  opinion  that  General  Harrison  stands 
abof e  suspicion,  as  to  his  having  had  any  pecu- 
niary or  improper  connexion  with  the  officers  of 
the  commissariat  for  the  supply  of  his  army ;  that 
he  did  nor  wantonly  or  improperly  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  the  contractors;  and  that  in  his  whole 
conduct,  as  commander  of  the  said  army,  he  was 
governed  by  a  laudable  zeal  for,  and  devotion  to, 
the  public  service  and  interest ;  which  said  report 
was  read  and  considered.  Whereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  the 
papers  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  War. 

After  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Hulbbrt  said, 
that,  having  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  commit- 
tee who  made  the  report  which  was  then  before 
the  House,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  it. 

The  committee,  he  said,  considered  the  subject 
an  important  one.  It  was  interesting  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  highly  and  especially  so  to  General  Har- 
rison. The  character  of  that  gentleman  had  been 
impeached.  They,  therefore,  determioed  to  make 
the  inveaigation  as  full  and  thorough  as  should 
be  in  their  power.  With  such  views  and  senti- 
ments they  entered  upon  the  inquiry.  They  had 
notified  a  gentleman  who  had  made  charges  in 
writing  against  the  General,  and  requested  his 
attendance  upon  the  committee,  and  he  had  more 
than  once  attended.  They  hsd  read  and  consid- 
ered all  the  documents  and  papers  which  they 
could  obtain,  and  which  they  thought  calculated 
to  throw  light  on  the  inquiry,  and  had  examined 
many  respectable  witnesses,  and  the  investiga- 
tion had  resulted  in  a  firm  belief,  and  an  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  insinu- 
ations and  complaints  which  had  been  made 
against  General  Harrison,  and  which  were  the 
foundation  of  his  application  to  Congress,  were 
unmerited,  groundless,  and  unjust. 

Mr.  H.  said  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  make  theae 
declarations.  He  considered  himself  doing  an 
act  of  justice  to  an  injured  individual.  He  said 
he  must  acknowledge  that  he  had  entertained 
impressions  very  unfavorable  to  the  GeBerah 
The  complaints  which  had  been  made  against 
him  had  spread  far  and  wide.  The  bane  and  an* 
tidote  had  not  gone  together.  He  rejoiced  that 
this  inquiry  had  been  made,  and  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that,  so  far'  as  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  defend,  before  the  public,  the 
conduct  and  character  of  General  Harrison,  it 
would  promote  the  cause  of  truth  and  Justice. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  General  had  been  charged 
with  unjust  and  oppressive  conduct  in  relation  to 
the  contractor!  ia  the  army  under  his  command. 
He  said  he  was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Geoecal 
had  interfered  only  in  those  cases  where  he 
'thought  hki  duty  to  the  public  imperiously  re- 
quired it.  In  sayiog  this,  he  meant  to  east  no 
imputation  upon  the  contractors  $  he  spoke  onlf 
uf  what  be  believed  to  be  the  motives  of  Genenu 
Harrison* 

The  nrait  serioat  aeemttton  agaioit  the  Gen* 
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tral  was,  that  while  Jie  was  conuiiaiuler-w-chief 
in  the  West,  regardless  of  his  coantry's  good,  he 
was  io  the  habit  of  managing  the  pnblic  eooeerns 
wiih  a  Tiew  to  his  own  priyate  interest  and  emc^* 
nment.    Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  refrain  from 

Sonoaaeiog  this  a  false  and  crael  accusation, 
e  was  confident  that  directly  the  reverse  was 
true.  There  was  the  most  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  General,  in  the  exercise  of  his  official 
duties,  in  his  dcTOtion  to  the  public  interest,  bad 
neglected  his  private  concerns,  to  his  material 
detriment  and  injury.  In  a  "irord,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
feel  myself  authorized  to  say  that  every  member 
of  the  committee  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  con- 
duet  of  General  Harrison,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
Cct-matter  of  this  inquiry,  has  been  that  of  a 
ave,  honest,- and  honorable  man;  that,  instead 
of  deserving  censure,  be  merits'  the  thanks  and 
applause  of  bis  country. 

'  PAYMBJJiT  FOR  LOST  PROPEItrT. 

Mr.Ci^RK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  which  were  referred  the  memorials  and  peti- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Buffalo, 
and  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  claiming  iodemnifi» 
cation  for  properly  destroyed  by  the  enemy  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  mkde  a  de- 
tailed report,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  C  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  in 
the  late  war  between  the  United  Sutes  and  Great 
Britain ;  which  was  resd  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Gommittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

"  That  they  hare  investigatsd  the  evidence  adduced 
by  the  memorialists,  and,  on  full  examination,  find  that 
the  most  of  the  honses  on  the  Niagara  frontier  were 
naed  by  the  Oovemment  as  public  storce,  hospitals,  or 
bsmcks.  The  pnblie  having  no  buildings  of  their 
own  were  compelled,  from  necessi^,  to  oonvert  those  of 
individuals  to  tneir  own  use,  without,  in  many  instances, 
eonsohing  Uie  feelings  of  the  proprietors.  It  lurtiier 
appean  to  thecemmitlee  that  the  dtjieas,  in  some  in- 
stances, fearing  what  might  be  the  conosfoenceib  xe- 
monstimted  against  the  auiitsiy  oceopalion  of  their 
honses,  and  that  aasuranees  were  given  hj  AoMriean 
eAoemthatif  they  wens,  in  eonasqneaes,  destrMd, 
Government  would  remunerate  the  snflbers.  With- 
out deciding  the  qnertion,  how  §u  the  ua^es  ni  vrar 
would  juatii^  thedesmiction  of  private  buildings  ooeu- 
pied  in  the  manner  above  described,  yov  committee 
am  unanimously  of  opiniont  thai  it  is  one  of  those  eases 
in  which  a  geneioos  and  ealighlened  Govommeat 
would  step  fbrwsrd  in  aid  of  the  sufiersrs.  In  what 
mode  this  aid  is  to  be  administeied,  hss  also  been  a 
subject  of  deliberation  with  the  committee.  The  mil, 
itaiy  occupation  was  at  different  times  nearly  univer- 
sal, and  Wey  are  of  opinion  that  no  discrimination 
ongfat  to  bo  made  between  those  whose  honses  hap- 
pened at  the  moment  to  be  in  the  occupation  of  Gov- 
«m»enf»  and  otheis  who  were  equal  soTOiers,  and  feo> 
enmend  that  agrees  sum  be  distributed  among  the 
wholes  in  propovtton  to  their  respective  losaee.  They, 
^Mfore,  recommend  that  the  sum  of  9S4g,O0#  be 
appsopriated  Ibr  this  pnrposs.  The  amount  of  losses 
Mtaned  to  the  commianoner,  under  the  act  of  the  last 
msion,  is  f664»88S  90^  which  maybe  assumed sa the 
actual  loaaes  sustained.  The  Government  hm  abeady 
eaidfiMrlesisaQnthalftentierM^«M  fia»wl|Mh,be* 


ing  subliaeled,  leairM  •figMM  4^    Thn 
axe  of  opinion  that,  on  many 
need  notbe  staled,  it  would  be 
whole  amount  of  the  actual  loosi 
therefine»  assumsd  the  earn  whidL  thef 
the  House.'* 

COMSniMTION  LAW. 

An  engreesed  hill,  "allowing  ccniipe&sation  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepc- 
sentatires  of  the  United  Suiea,  and  Flrlfgatoi 
from  Territories,  and  repealing  all  oUief  laws  oa 
that  subject  contrary  thereto,''  wna  rend  the  third 
time,  and  the  question  stated  that  .the  same  do 


Mr.  Rahoolpb  moved  to  commtt  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee;  which  was  agreed  to  by  tke 
House,  and  Mr.  RAifnOLPB,Mh  GsonTKiu>n,afid 
Mr.  HopKtNSon,  were  appointed  the  commiciee^ 
with  leave  to  sit  dnrinr  the  session  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb,  with  leave  of  the  House,  re- 
ported an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  was  read 
and  concurred  in,  nnd  the  htii  wna  ordered  to  he 
re-engrosaed,  and  read  a  third  time  forthwith 
to-day. 

The  bill  being  engrossed,  wna  read  the  third 
time  accordingly,  and  i%  in  the  following  words: 

BtiienmUd^ie^  That,  frooi  and  efto- the  dose «f 
the  present  sessien  of  Congrass^  the  ee^  enciflad  ''An 
act  to  change  the  mode  of  compeMslion  to  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sepnsentativce,  and 
the  Detegates  from  Tenitoriee,"  paasai  the  Idth  of 
March,  1816,  ahall  be^and  the  same  ia  hereby  repealed. 
Provided  atwaj^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shsll  be  construed  to.  revive  any  act  oc  acta,  or  parts 
of  acts,  repealed  or  suspended  bj  the  set  hereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  Mills  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  nnd  moved 
that  the  bill  be  Indefinitely  |Kistpone<L 

Mr.  M.  supported  his  OH>tion  at  some  leagthi 
believing  that  tbe  passage  of  the  bill,  in  its  pres* 
ent  shape,  would  place  the  Uooae  in  n  UMich 
more  awful  and  responsible  siiuntion  before  the 
people,  than  even  the  act  of  the  last  seasinn  did  ; 
and  thought  it  was  much  preferable  to  adopt « 
compensation  now,  than  to  throw  on  a  future 
Congress  tbe  embarrassment  and  difficuily  of  the 
subject,  who  might,  be  driven  to  fix  a  sum  much 
below  what  it  ever  had  been,  and  totally  inade- 
quate to  their  services,  &c. 

Mr.  CuLPfiPER  thought  there  was  no  danger 
in  leaving  to  tbe  next  Congiess  the  duty  of  fix- 
ing its  own  pay.  as  he  thought  the  RepresenU- 
lives  of  the  people  would  always  act  with  justice 
to  themselves  ina^usting  their  compensation. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Mills  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Parris  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by  %trik» 
ing  out  the  clause  which  makes  the  repeal  pras- 
pective,  with  the  view  of  making  the  repeal  of 
the  existing  act  take  effect  firaua  the  pnsage  of 
the  bill. 

This  motion  wns,  however,  decided  to  ht  nM 
in  order,  as  was  a  motion  declared  Io  be  nitendy 
decided  by  the  Houae.  The  queaiioa  wma  then 
stated,  *'  fiUiaU  the  biU  pasa1»  . 
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Mr.  Siire  mored  to  recomiDit  the  bill  to  a 
select  eoniDittee,^ith  instrQccioD  to  report  m  re- 
peal of  rbe  existing^  set,  and  rerhral  of  the  fbrmer 
acta  fixJDg  the  eompensatioB. 

The  motioo  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Oolpbpbr, 
and  supported  by  the  mover ;  when 

The  questton  was  taken  on  the  neonrnttnent, 
ind  n^gatmd  by  a  Hift  majority. 

The  question  feeamng on  the  passageof  the 
bill- 
Mr.  PimK  opposed  tke^btll/beeaase  it  repetM 
ill  lawv  oa  the  subject,  which  be -could  not  con- 
MQt  to,  after  pocketing  themselTes  three  thousand 
lollars ;  he  disapproTed  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
ibape,  becaose  of  the  precedent  which  would 
}robabI]r,  by  this  couise,  grow  upi  of  compelling 
>ach  Cov^iess  to  fix  ito  own  comnensation,  and 
hus  continually  rcTlTiof  the  delieatei  embar- 
rassing, and  irritating  subject ;  the  ultimaie  coo<- 
tequence  of  which,  1m  feared|  would  be,  at  erery 
Section,  to  put  up  the  seats  in  this  House  to  the 
owest  bidder. 

Mr.  Grosvkiiob  said^  that  the  members  still 
retaining  their  opinions  on  this  snlyect,  properly 
leclined  repealiiiig  the  act  as  to  the  present  CoU' 
jrress ;  but,  as  it  appeared  not  acceptable  lo  the 
;>eople,  they  leave  the  subject  open  lo  the  next 
[Congress.  This  was  the  only  honorable  coarse ; 
br,  u  the  act  was  touched  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
retrospective,  and  every  dollar  received  above  the 
)ld  pay Aogbt^  beieuwded  ;  that,'if;the (House 
;ould  have  agreed  on  an  adequate  per  diem,  the 
:ase  would  nave  been  different;  but,  that  not 
>eing  the  case,  the  otHj  proper  course,  if  repealed, 
ivas  to  adopt  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He, 
lowever,  to  be  consistent,  would  vote  against  the 
}ill  in  any  shape ;  but  he  wished  the  step  taken 
}y  the  House  to  he  as  little  discreditable  for  it  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  in  reply  to  the  idea,  that 
he  next  Congress  would  be  driven  to  fix  on  an 
mworthy  compensation,  said  he  relied  on  the 
^nate  for  a  corrective  of  such  a  grovelliaff  dis- 
x)sition  ;  though  considering  the  Senate  always 
IS  the  oligarchical  branch  of  the  Qovernment, 
riewing  it  constantly  with  dread,  and  always, 
hereforo,  supporting  the  authority  of  this  House 
n  opposition  thereto,  still  be  looked  to  it,  in  this 
iHair,  as  a  corrective  for  any  low  and  grovellicg 
ittempt  which  mighrbe  made  to  reduce  the  com- 
pensation; that  he  thought  it  better  for  the  House 
to  serve  for  a  bare  soificieBcy  to  support  the  ex- 
penses of  life,  indeed  for  nothingVtban  to  adopt 
such  a  course  as  would  bring  into  the  House  a 
eertain  descriprtioB  of  persons,  dbc.  Mr.  R.  spoke 
Bome  time  in  iUiistration  of  the  opinion  already: 
submitted  by  htm  in  the  course  or  the  debate^ 
deprecating  that  spirit  which  viewed  with  uncon- 
cern the  waste  which,  he  said,  had  so  long  taken 
place  in  the  Treasury,  and  yet  begrudged  the 
watch-dogs  of  the  Repoblic  enough  to  buy  bread. 
He  also  went  into  a  pretty  aeneral  review  of 
pttbltc  afiairs,  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury,  Bank,; 
Military  Bstablishment,  the  war,  taxes,  Ac,  toj 
express  his  surprise,  that  the  people  should  be! 
saeh  gulls  as  suffer  without  resislance,  abuses  in 


alt  these  concerns,  and  yet  set  op  the  act  of  last 
session  as  a  goblin, to  be  alarmed  at;  but  he  was 
satisfied,  if  they  could  pack  upon  this  act  all  their 
ills,  make  it  the  scapegoat,  and  send  it  off  into 
the  wilderness  of  the  Vl^t.  He  noticed  minutely 
certain  periods  of  English  and  Irish  history,  and 
some  of  the  eminent  men  of  those  countries,  com- 
menting on  and  ex|>laining  their  public  conduct; 
in  the  coarse  of  which,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  thought 
himself  bound  to  be  acquainted  with  the  great 
events,  and  great  characters  of  England,  previoos 
to  the  Btamp  Act,  because,  previous  to  the  separ^ 
atioa  produced  by  that  ana  other  oppressive  acts, 
k  was  our  country.  He  would  never  consent  to 
be  considered  as  an  upstart  nation,  sprung  from 
nobody  knows  who,  when  we  could  trace  oar 
descent  from  an  ancient  and  noble  stock ;^-he 
spoke,  he  said,  of  the  pedigree  of  the  nation—- not 
in  the  spirit  of  exploded  family  pride.  He  would 
never  give  np  his  claim  to  be  the  cpmpatriot  of 
Alfred,  Shakspeare,  Milton,  Newton.  He  oc- 
cupied more  tnan  an  hour  in  a  Tcry  discursive^ 
and  somewhat  desultory  speech ;  to  which 

Mr.  PiTKtN  replied  at  some  length ;  when  the 
question  whether  the  bill  should  pass,  was  de- 
cided by  the  following  TOte : 

TsAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexandery  Axchsr,  Alhei- 
ton,  AvsHTt  Bser,  Bskar,  Barbonr,  Bassett»  BatenaOy 
Bennett,  Birdssll,  Birds^e,  Blount,  Boss,  Bzecken- 
ridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Gaa« 
non,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Chffke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendeonin, 
ComsUx^,  Conner,  Cook,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cro- 
eheron,  Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  DeAa,  Dickens,  Ed- 
wards, Findley,  Fletcher,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Oaston, 
Gold,  GoldsbwoQgfh,  Goodwyn,  Gnffin,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Hammond,  HanUn,  Harrison,  Heister,  Hendefson, 
Hendiioks,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Himr,  Hnngortbrd,  Ing- 
ham, Irving  of  N.  iToik,  frwin  ofPa.,  Jaoteon,  Jewett, 
Johnaon  of  KsBtocky,  Johnson  of*  Viiginia,  Kent, 
King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Littis^  Lofib  LoveM^ 
Lowndss,  Lua^kia^  I^rle*  I^ron*  William  Mad^t 
William  P.  Maclay,  Mardi,  Mason,  McCoy,  MeKee^ 
McLean,  Miliar,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moselev,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Hi]«h  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelsoo. 
Noyes,  Parris,  Peter,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleaaaots, 
Powell,  Randi4ph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root,  Rosn^ 
Boggles,  Schenek,  Shurpe,  Bhefisy,  Bmith  of  Maiy- 
land,  Hmith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Btrong,  Stuart, 
Stncges,  Tsggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taul,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  Tyler* 
Vose,  Ward  of  Maseachmietts,  Ward  of  New  Jeceey, 
Wheaton,  Whiteside,  WUoox,  WUde,  Wiflun,  Wil- 
liams,  WiUoughby,  Thos.  Wilson,  Wm.  Wilson,  and 
Yancey — 138. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Baylies,  Better  Bradbniy,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clayton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Gros- 
venor,  Hall,  Mopkinson,  Hnlbert,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Mills,  Newton,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Robertson,  Savage,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvanis,  Stearns,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Yoik,  Wendover,  Woodward,  and  Yates  ■  87. 


So  the  bill  passed,  and  after  considerable 
cossion  on  the  title  proper  to  be  given  thereto^ 
whether  it  should  express  fully  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  dbc,  it  was  decided  at  length  to  be  ea« 
titled,  '*An  act  to  repeat,  after  the  close  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  act  entitled,  'An 
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Bill  far  Enforcing  Neniraliip^ 


Jawuait,  1817. 


act  to  cbftDge  the  mode  oi  compeiisatioo  to  ^he 
members  of  the  Beoate  and  Hoqw  of  Represeo- 
tatiTes,  and  Deleffates  from  Territories,'  passed 
19ih  March,  1816?' 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITT. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
went  ioto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  preveot  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
gelling  Tessels  of  war  to  the  citizens  or  subiecls 
of  any  foreign  Power,  aad  more  effectuaiff  to 
prevent  the  arming  and  equipping  vesselsof  war 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  State,  intended  to  be 
used  against  nations  in  amity  with  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  F0B8TTB  referred  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  documents  before  il,  to  show  that  acts 
Tiolating  the  neutral  character  of  the  United 
States  were  often  committed  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed to  be  prohibited  by  this  bill,  and  remaraed 
Driefly  on  the  necessity  which  existed  of  enabling 
the  Qorernment  effectually  to  repress  such  acts 
of  hostility. 

Considerable  discussion  arose  on  the  details  of 
the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Fobstth,  Roibbtsoii, 
Bbttb,  Gbobveii ob,  Babsbtt,  Lowbobb,  Kimq, 
Smith  of  Md.,  Qabton,  Mills,  Calhoun,  and 
Root,  took  part ;  and  various  modifications  were 
proposed  to  its  provisions ;  amongst  which  wss  an 
unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbtson,  to  im- 
pose the  penalty  on  selling  an  armed  vessel  for 
purposes  forbidden  by  the  bill,  on  the  person  sell- 
ing the  same,  only  in  case  it  shall  be  his  own  act ; 
so  as  not  io  make  the  seller  of  a  vessel  responsi- 
ble  for  iu  misuse  through  all  the  changes  which 
might  afterwards  take  place  in  the  property  or 
ownership  of  such  vessel. 

Mr.  Qastom  moved,  but  subsequently  withdrew 
ihe  motion,  to  make  the  penalty  applicable  only 
in  case  an  armed  vessel  shall  be  converted  to  un- 
lawful purposes  within  twelve  months  after  sale, 
or  between  her  departure  from  and  return  to  the 
United  States. 

Before  it  had  got  through  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  asain. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fobsttb,  took 
up  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the  arrangement 
lately  made  by  the  Directors  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  the  said  resolution  was  twice  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


to 


Fbidat,  January  24. 

Mr.  PoPB  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
inhabitants  who  resided  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
Territory,  and  were  compelled  to  encounter  the 
enemy  during  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  (Treat  Britain  and  her  Indian  allies, 
may  be  allowed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  sol- 
diers of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  following 
xesolutions  of  inquiry : 


ReBohei  That  acoomiltee  be  a] 
whether  any,  and,  if  soy,  what 
the  war  have  become  oselesB  bg^  the 

Ruobed,  That  the  said  oommittoe  bs 
inqaire  int»  the  ezpedteacgr  of  eholishiwg 
unnecesBsry  offices. 

Eu^9€tL  That  tke  said  oommittae  be 
inquire  into  the  ezpedieney  of  ^eqoalil^ing  say 
firom  holding  two  offices  et  the  same  time. 

Baohedf  That  the  said  eommittee  be  instiaotod  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  eqnalisuig  tiie  fsy  aad 
emolnments  of  the  officers  and  peraone  empisjsii  m. 
tiie  OTil,  military^  and  naval  departmimls  oi  the  Get- 
emment. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to  withoat  a  divi- 
sion, and  a  committee  01  five  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pointed accordingly;  and  Messrs.  McKbb,  Ihg- 
HAM,  Sbsppbt,  Atbbbtoii,  Bud  Abcbeb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lamodon,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  required  to  lay  before  this  Hoosc^  the 
annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Academf  at 
West  Point,  from  its  commencement  to  thb  time  r 
Also,  the  number  of  students  who  have  annually 
entered  or  completed  their  education  in  said 
Academy :  And  also,  what  number  of  persons, 
therein  educated,  are  now  retained  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  offices  la  which 
they  severally  serve. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NSUTRALITT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  further  to  prevent  the  fitting  out, 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  StateaLof  expeditions 
against  nations  in  amitywith  the  tlnited  States— 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  F0B8TTB,  of  Qeorgia,  the  chairooan  of  the 
committee  who  reported  ihebiii,  rose  for  the  put* 
pose  of  explaining  the  viears  of  the  eommittee  on 
this  subject.  The  attention  of  the  House  had 
been  called  to  this  subject,  Mr.  F.  said,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  who,  by  liis  Mes- 
sage of  the  26th  of  December,  had  apprized  both 
HoQses  that  the  existing  laws  did  not  enable  him 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  Powers.  The  subject  of  that  Message 
having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  they,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  informatioa 
specially  on  the  subject.  Thev  inquired  what 
information  had  been  ^iven  to  tne  Department  of 
State  of  violations,  or  intended  violations,  of  the 
neutral  obligations  of  the  United  States  to  foreign 
Powers,  by  the  arming  and  equipment  of  vesseb 
of  war  in  our  ports ;  what  prosecutions  had  bees 
commenced  under  the  existing  laws  to  prevest 
Che  commission  of  such  oflfences ;  what  persoss 
prosecuted  had  been  discharged  in  consciqueBce 
of  the  defects  of  the  laws  now  in  force  ;  and  the 
particular  provisions  that  had  been  fouad  iosiiffi- 
cient,  or,  for  the  want  of  which,  persons  deserving 
punishment  had  escaped.  On  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary an  answer  had  been  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  referring  to  certain  verbal  cooi- 
munications  tp  the  chairman  of  the  coouoittee^ 
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ind  ttotiDg  whit  were,  tbe  defeats  in  the  laws.* 
Aa  tbe  ehtirmaii  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  bad  not  thoa|^ht  himself  at  liberty  to 
itale,  on  hie  own  authority,  the  verbal  commiioi- 
saiions  referred  to  by  the  Secretary,  on  tbe  10th 
of  January  tbe  Secretary  of  State  bad  addressed 
:o  the  committee  another  letter,  more  particular 
IS  to  tbe  facts,  stating  the  prosecutions  com*- 
nenced,  bow  fer  they  had  been  successful,  and 
low  far  tbey  bad  faUed.  f    The  information  col- 


*  To  give  a  fall  view  of  thk  qneitioD,  tbe  Editors 
ubjoin  a  coffj  of  Mr.  Seeretaiy  Monroe's  letter,  here 
eferred  to,  wbteb  has  not  before  been  pnbtisbed : 

DsrAaTxaiTT  ov  Stats,  Jan.  6, 1617. 

Sib  :  Ha^ng  oommunicated  to  yon  verbally  the  in- 
brmation  asked  for  by  your  letter  of  the  li|t  instant, 
accept  so  for  as  relstes  to  the  last  inquiry  it  contains, 
\  hsTe  now  the  bonOr  to  state,  that  the  provinoBs  n^ 
ieisary  to  make  the  laws  eflectnal  against  fitting  out 
irmed  vessels  in  our  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  hoslile 
{rnising,  seem  to  be«— 

lat.  That  they  should  be  laid  under  bond  not  to 
iolato  tbe  treaties  of  the  United  SMtes,  or  tbe  oUiga- 
ions  of  the  United  States  under  the  law  of  nations,  in 
ill  cases  where  there  is  resson  to  suspect  such  a  pu^ 
Kise  on  foot;  including  tbe  caies  of  Tessels  taking  on 
loard  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  applicable  to  the 
tquipment  and  armament  of  such  vessels  subsequent 
o  their  departure. 

2d.  To  mveit  the  collectors,  or  other  revenue  offi- 
ers,  where  (here  sreno  coUecton,  with  power  to  aeiie 
nd  detain  vessels  under  circumstances  indicating 
trong  presumption  of  an  intended  breach  of  the  laws; 
he  detention  not  to  take  plaoe  until  the  order  of  the 
Szecutive,  on  a  foil  representation  of  the  foots  had 
hereupon*  can  be  obtained.  The  statute  book  eon- 
ains  aoafogous  powers  to  this,  above  suggested.  See 
Muticulaiiy  tbe  11th  section  of  tbe  act  of  Congress  of 
iprtl  S6,  1808. 

The  existing  laws  do  not  go  to  this  eitent.  Tbey 
to  not  authorise  the  demand  of  seeuii^  in  any  shape, 
•r  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  tbe  magistracy  as 
\  preventive,  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  an  in- 
ention  to  commit  tbe  ofEence.  They  rest  upon  the 
[eneral  footing  of  punishing  the  offence  merely  where, 
f  there  be  full  evidence  of  the  actual  perpetration  of 
he  crime,  the  party  is  handed  over,  after  trial,  to  the 
)enalty  denounced. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  JOHK  FOBSTTB, 

Chaxmusfi  Com.  of  Foftign  Affinm* 

t  This  letter  it  is  also  deemed  proper  by  the  Editors 
here  to  publish,  because  not  before  published ; 

Dbpabtmbbt  ov  Stats,  Jan.  10, 1817. 
Sim :  In  addition  to  tbe  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you 
on  tbe  6th,  in  reply  to  tiie  one  which  you  wrote  to  me 
on  the  Ist  instant,  I  bave  the  honor  to  state  that  in- 
formation has  been  received  at  this  Department,  from 
various  sources,  that  vesiels  bave  been  armed  and 
equipped  in  our  ports,  for  tbe  purpose  of  cruising 
against  the  commerce  of  nations  in  amity  wttb  the 
United  States,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  this 
information  wee,  in  lome  instances,  correct.  The 
owners  of  these  vessels  have,  however,  generally  taken 
care  §o  to  conceal  theee  armaments  and  equipments, 
and  the  object  of  them,  as  to  render  it  extremely  diflU 
euU,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  prevent  or  pun- 


iected  by  the  committee,  Mr.  F.  said,  was  defee* 
live  in  some  particulars,  bat  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  committee.  It  did  not  appear,  from  tbe  doc- 
uments, from  what  causes  some  of  the  prosecu- 
tions bad  failed.  However,  uking  it  for  granted, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  that  the  information 
of  the  President  was  correct,  the  committee  had 
turned  ite  attention  to  existing  laws,  to  ascertain 
tbe  provisions  seeming  to  them  necessary  to 
remove  these  defects. 

It  was  found  that  the  act  of  1794,  which  tbe 
circumstances  then  occurring  bad  called  for,  for- 
bade, unde.r  heavy  penalties,  citizens  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  from  accepting  commissions  from  for- 
eign Powers  within  the  United  States ;  forbade 
persons,  in  like  manner,  from  enlisting  or  causing 
others*to  enlist  in  the  service  of  foreign  Powers; 
from  fitting  out  armed  ressels  within  the  United 
States  to  cruise,  or  issuing  commissions  therefor: 
from  augmenting  the  force  of  an  armed  vessel 
within  the  United  States  belonging  to  a  bellige- 
rent, in  regard  to  whom  tbe  United  States  were 
neutral ;  from  setting  on  foot  military  expedittona 
in  the  United  States  against  friendly  Powers; 
and  further  provided  tbat  a  land  and  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  might  be  employed  to  ea- 
foree  tbe  law,  and  also  to  compel  the  departure 
from  ports  of  the  United  States  of  foreign  armed 

ish  this  bifraction  of  the  law.    It  has  been  repre* 


1st  That  vessels  belonging  to  citisens  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  foreigners,  have  been  armed  and  equipped  in 
oar  ports,  and  have  cleared  out  from  our  custom!* 
houses  aa  merchant  vessels ;  and,  after  touching  al 
other  ports,  bave  hoisted  the  flag  of  some  of  the  belligw 
erents,  and  cruised  under  it  sgainst  the  commerce  cf 
nations  in  amity  with  tbe  United  States. 

2ndly.  That  in  other  instances  other  vessels,  armed 
and  equipped  in  our  ports,  have  hoisted  such  flags 
after  clearmg  out  and  getting  to  sea,  and  have,  in  like 
manner,  cruised  against  the  commerce  of  nations  in 
amity  with  the  United  States,  extending  their  depre- 
dations, in  a  fow  cases,  to  tbe  property  of  citisens  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

Sdiy.  That,  in  other  instances,  foreign  vessels  bave 
entered  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and,  aYaiHng 
themselves  of  the  privileges  afiowed  by  our  laws,  have, 
in  various  modes,  augmented  their  armaments,  with 
pretended  commercial  views— have  taken  on  boaid 
citisens  of  tbe  United  States,  as  paasengeis,  who^  on 
their  airival  at  neutral  porti,  bave  assumed  the  chari 
seter  of  officers  and  aoldiers  in  tbe  service  of  some  of 
the  parties  in  tbe  contest  now  piavailing  in  our  south- 
em  hemisphere. 

InformatioB,  founded  upon  these  representations, 
hss,  from  time  to  time,  been  given  to  the  attornevw 
and  collectors  of  tho  respectiTe  districts  in  which  the 
armaments  are  stated  to  have  been  made  ;  but  from 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  evidence  to 
establish  focts  on  which  the  law  would  operate,  few 
prosecutions  have  been  instituted. 

In  reply  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury to  the  Committee  of  'Ways  and  Means,  durmg 
tbe  last  session  of  Congreis,  in  the  case  of  the  **  Ameri- 
can Eigle,"  and  to  the  papers  enclosed  herewith. 

Hon.  Joair  Fobsttb.  J.  MONfiOS. 
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vessels  which  onght  not  |o  vemain  there,  &c» 
The  act  of  1797,  ameodatory  to  that  act,  Mr.  F. 
Went  dn  to  explain,  prohibited  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  limits  thereof,  from 
fittinff  pat  armed  vesseb  to  cruise  aeainst  a 
friendly  Power,  dbc.  These  laws  were  found  to 
be  defectiye,  on  examination,  because  they  only 
applied  the  act  of  1794  to  certain  acts  ^  within 
ihe  waters  of  the  United  States,"  the  supplemen- 
tary act  of  1797  to  acts  of  the  same  character 
^  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States."  But 
there  was  no  provision  in  either  to  forbid  a  citi* 
aenfrom  arming  and  equippioff  a  vessel  within 
the  United  States,  and  then  selliiijg  it  to  a  fl(Mr- 
tigoer  to  be  taken  out  of  the  United  Stetes  and 
«sed  contrary  to  law.  In  other  words,  the  citi- 
yen  nnd  foreigner  may  do  that  conjointly  which 
neither  of  them  couw  separately  do  under  the 
former  iaws. 

To  remedy  that  defect,  the  irst  section  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House  waaframed,  the  amount 
of  which  was,  that  laay  person  fiuiog  out,  or  con- 
oaraed  in  furnishing,  ntting  out,  or  arming  any 
prtTate  vessel  of  war,  or  sellmg  or  contracting  to 
■all  any  such  vessel,  with  intent  or  previous 
knowledge  that  the  said  vessel  is  to  be  employed 
|o  cfuise  or  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  sub* 
jeds,  citiaens,  or  property  of  any  State  with  whom 
«he  United  States  are  at  peace,  such  person  shall 
bailable,  on  convietiea,  to  a  fine  not  (exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  iiot«x- 
teeding  ten  'years. 

Thmsaoood  section  of  the  act  was  to  vemedy 
another  defect  obvious  ^to  the  committee,  and 
which  had  been  sugKested  by  the  Executive  of 
.thelTnited  Slates.  The  present  laws  were4e<' 
ftctive  in  not  author izii^  the  interference  of  the 
Executive  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the  of* 
fence,  nor  unkss  there  was  sufficient  proof  to 
justify  punishment  for  commission  of  the  offence. 
Xhis  was  the  reason  of  the  second  section  of  the 
yust,  calliug  on  the  owners  of  armed  vessels  to 
give  security  that  they  will  not  violate  the  neu- 
tral obligations  of  the  United  States.  The  oom- 
jAUtoehad  been  induced  to  ofier  this  c;eneral  pro* 
vi^iou.  in  preier^uce  tp  .authorizing  collectors  at 
tb»is  disereiion  to  call  Qo  the  owntra  of  armed 
Vttitels  to  igivie  honds^for  obviaus fcasoas.  Per- 
aaaseogaged  in  a  frir  eommeme,  where  there 
could  be.Doisttapicaon  of  .an  improper  lAteatioo, 
would  beat  no  loss  in 4>btaiaiDg  ihe:s8ciirity  re- 
quiwd  ;  iafod,  though  they  wouU  be  sobyeoted  to 
aoBie  little  inconvenience,  it  was  notauthan.  ob« 
jection  as  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  an  impertaot 
general  measure.  And  ihe  prerision  was  made 
feneral,'further,be^Mise  the  coiotnittee  were  un- 
williiu;  to  throw  on  the  collectors  on  the  one 
hjind  the  responsibility  of  makiqg  discriminations, 
and  on  the  other  were  'not  willing  to  trust  the 
collectors^  dbc,  in  all  cases,  because  they  were  not 
aiwfys  discreet,  and,  by  (he  general  provision, 
(he  effect  of  connivance  or  indiscretion  on  the 
part  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  ^ojild  be 
obviated*  .  -  * 

But,  ioaamoch  as  it  was  obvious  that  the  evil 
would  not  wholly  be  remedied,  .without  some 


discretionary  power  being  vested  in  the  cslVic* 
tors,  that  discretion  was  given  ia  the  c^ird  see- 
tion,  to  restrain  from  sailing  any  veesesl  in  such 
condition  as  that,  though  not  arased.  tbey  nay 
be  as  soon  as  they  leave  the  waters  of  the  United 
States.  That  section  authorizes  the  eolieecor  fo 
detain  such  vessel  until  permission  be  given  bjr 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  iu  pro- 
ceeding to  sea,  or  until  the  party  enter  into  ihe 
obligations  required  of  the  owners  of  armed  ves- 
sels by  the  second  section  of  this  bilL  The 
fourth  and  last  section  of  the  bill  forbade  any  for- 
eign ship  or  veaael  to  be.arausd  and  equipped,  or 
ihe  force  of  any  foreign  armed  sibip  or  Tcaaek  lo 
be  increased  or  .augmented,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  uoderaay  pretence  wbataoever. 

Having  thus  expiained  the  motives  of  the  com- 
BoiUee,  and  theprovisiotts  of  the  bdl,  Mr.  ¥s 
sttbmitled  it  to  the  pleaauie  of  t^e-fioaoe. 

AAr.  Root,  of  New  York,  nid  that,  of  the 
whole  of  this  bill,  though  be  was  act  partial  to 
any  part  of  it,  the  third  section  *waf^ the aiost  ob- 
jectiooable.    He  much  doubted  whether  k  did 
not  violate  the  Constitution,  certainly  mere  than 
some  nearly  analogous  provisions  which  had  in 
former  times  excited  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  though  he  ought  not  now  to  call 
on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  House,  for  it  was 
impossible  at  this  day  to  distinguish  the  ^ides  of 
the  House,  except  in  relation  to  the  four  wa/is  of 
the  Representative  chamber.    The  preaent  was 
not  an  occasion,  he  said,  sufficienily  urgent  to 
subject  the  citizen  to  incoavenieace,  aad^  lAfiict 
on  him  sore  injury,  as  proposed  by  some  of  the 
pcoviaioas-of  this  hill. 

But,  what  occasion,  he  dcfl»odedy  >wiaa  then 
for  the  passage  of  aay  kw  at  all?  it  iiad  beea 
said  that  some  eessels^  iaden  with  aKioitioos  of 
war,  had  been  sent  to  our  brethisea  to  fifoath 
America,  -wbioh  thay  may  probaWy  use  in 
achieving  their  independence.  This,  aaid  be, 
is  the  case:  A  Spanish  Chevalier,  -rc^preseutiiig 
the  Government  of  Spain,  has  compLained  to  our 
Qovernment  of  these  expeditions,  requiring  of 
it  not  only  to  punish  violations  of  its  neutraiity, 
but  also  to  administer  preventive  justice.  It  was 
extremely  desirable,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  cor- 
respoudence  on  this  subject  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  for  it  was  said  that  the  Bpaaiah 
Minister  had  basa  aided  in  hia  ceqaisitions  by 
the  Minister  of  a  powerful  Kingdom,  and  that 
therefore,  to  avoid  «a  second  or  third  Punic  war. 
Congress  most  proceed  to  pass  this  bill.    IVow 

*  Sac. d.  And beii  Jmiher  macUd,  That  ths col- 
Isctcn  of  the  eustsrosbe,  and  thigr  are  harebyt  nsfoc- 
tire^,  antheriied  to  detain  aay  Tessei  bound  from  the 
United  Steles,  whenevar  the  cargo  on  boani  ahsil 
principally  consist  of  arna  and  munitions  of  war»  serf 
when,  froin  the  number  of  men  shipped  on  boajd^  or 
frooi  any  other  oircumstaace,  it  m  their  opioiea  thst 
there  is  an  intention  lo  miMs  the  neutral  ohligstiMis 
of  the  United  States  to  fiireiga  Ooternmenla,  aatil  the 
decision  ef  the  Pmsidaat  be  had  Iharaupao,  oi  uatil 
the  owner  enters  inle  bond  and  -aeeuri^»  each 
requiied  of  the  owaers  afarawl  vaesab  b^  the 
section  of  this  act. 
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suppose  the  Miaialar  of  a  a^Uoa  in  ailianee 
that  Government,  should  undertake  to  iosist  on 
this  Gh)TeriiiDeBt  doing  way  aet  baring  relation 
to  Spain  only— he  should  say  that  the  Minister 
would  hare  no  right  so  to  act,  and  that  the  Qov- 
eranent  was  not  Bound  to  attend  to  it  at  all.  A 
British  Minister  would  hare  no^right,  if  the  suict- 
est  alliance  subsisted  betwaen  them,  to  demand 
of  us  to  do  an  act  hating  relation  -.  to  Spain  only. 
In  the  year  1794  when  expeditions  were  on  foot 
hete,  and  ihe  Minister  ot  France  was  issuing 
eommiMions  to  our  citizens,  at  the  demand  of 
the  British  Minister,  the  €h>rem«ent  passed  tha 
law  of  1794:  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Liston  was 
here  as  the  Minister  from  Great  Britain,  and 
every  afifectioii  of  the  OoTernment  appeared  to  be 
wrapt  up  in  the  cause  of  Great  Britaut  herself  at 
that  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  act  of  1794  was 
limeaded,  ta  the  extent  that  the  Representative 
sf  the  Britisb  Court  desired.  What  moi^e  then 
Ban  they  aalLl  said  Mr.  R.  Do  yon  suppose,  if 
at  that  tima  the  British  Minister  had  not  been 
satisfied  with  the  law  as  passed,  that  Congress 
vottld  have  hesitated  a  aaoment  to  pass  a  law  that 
would  have  been  satisfactory  ?  He  believed  not. 
That  law,  which  before  had  baen  passed  with 
imitation,  had  by  theaobsequeatact  been  made 
>erpetoal,  and  was  now  the  law  of  the  land.  Our 
aws  th^n  ware^  he  eontendedL  abundantly  saffi- 
iient  to  satisfy  the  British  Qovemment  itself. 
They  are  snob,  said  he,  as  were  thought  sufficient 
w  her,  when  the  was  at  iRar  with  Republican 
ineanee:  when  theaffeotiona  of  our  people  twere 
irdent  towards  the  eauM  .of  liberty  in  France, 
vhikt  the  Governm^it,  in  oon junction  with  the 
British  Miniater,  was  endnavartng.to  pre|udke 
he  people  against  lier. 

If^  Great  Btilain  had  been  then  satisfied  with 
lur  statutory  provisions  on  that  subject,  why 
hould  not  Spain  now  be  satisfied  with  them) 
lad  not  the  officers  of  Gk>v«rnmeot,  under  (hose 
aws,  proaeottted  and  brought  toconvxction  many 
>f  our  citizens,  for  offending  against  the  laws  of 
tettirality  ?  Yes;. but,  preventive  justice  must 
w  establisbed^  because  the  offender  cannot  al- 
ways be  arrested  after  the  aoamission  of  the  of- 
eace,  and  this,  too^at  the  demaad  of  the  Snnaish 
dinister  1  Has  Spain  any  rkht^d  Mr.  R., 
0  make  ouoh  a  demand  on  nsi  Without  refer- 
inff  to  the  acta  of  the  Spanish  Government  prior 
o  the  declat ation  of  war,  there  are  causes  enough 

0  call  on  us  to  stay  oar  hand  before  we  go  far- 
her,  on  the  paeaent  oocnsion,  than  the  laws  of 
lations  require;  before  we  ,paas  this  act  of  ou^ 
laniioity*  Is  it  called  iot  by  the  spirits  of  tlie 
lac^hteced  crew  of  Commodore  Porter,  at  Val* 
laraiBo  7  Or  do  the  mingled  ashes  and  bones  at 
Tort  Minis  require  it?  TIm  .permission  to  our 
oemy  to  briqg  arras  through  her  territory  during 
he  late  war— does  that  call  for  it?  Or  is  it  d^ 
nanded  by  the  groans  of  Americans  from  the  pris- 
ons of  Havana  7    Neither  of  them,  he  was  certain. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  isaid,  he  was  willing  to 
treat  belligerent  nations  according  to  the  strict 
laws  of  neutrality,  to  give  them  what  the^  iuive 

1  right  to  demand.    But  he  wouhl  go  no  further, 


eapecially  in  the  caae  of  this  sart  of  war— a  strug- 
gle of  a  people  for  freedom,  against  the  tyranny  of 
a  bigotted  Sovereign.  What  do  these  laws  de- 
mand of  us?  Nothing  more,  in  my  judgment, 
said  h^  than  that  the  dovernment  shall  not  coun- 
tenance violations  of  its  neulralitjr  by  its  citizens; 
that  it  shall  punish  oflfenders  in  this  respect.  But, 
what  right  has  a  belligerent  to  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  preventive  laws ;  to  demaad  a  neutral  na- 
tion to  lay  its  citizens  under  bonds  that  they  will 
not  violate  that  neutrality?  Sh^  has  no  right  to 
demand  it,  and  our  refusal  of  such  a  demaiul  can 
never  be  a  cause  of  war  between  the  two  Powera. 
The  belligerent  has  the  power  of  confiscation,  and 
the  right  of  seizing  goods  .contraband  of  war  oa 
the  ocean ;  it  has,  itself,  therefore,  the  power  of 

Iiunishing  offences  committed  at  sea;  and  our 
aws  provide  for  the  puaiahment  of  offences  against 
neutrality  committed  in  our  waters.  What  more, 
he  asked,  could  the  belligerent  demand?  Why, 
it  appears,  we  must  lay  our  own  |>eople  under 
bonds,  that  they  will  Jiot  violate  our  neutral 
obligations.  If  the  principle  was  coireot  in  it- 
self, it  might  be  applied  to  an  unlimited  extent. 
If  the  merchant  might  be  compelled  to  give  bonds 
for  bis  peaceable  demeanor,  the  veomanry  might, 
on  the  same  principle,  be  compelled  to  give  bond 
that  they  will  not  go  on  foot  into  the. provinces  of 
S^in  ?  If  the  merchant  is  to  give  bonds  that  he 
wiU  not  carry  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean  any 
goods  eontcaband  of  war  or  soldiery,  bonds  may 
be  required  of  our  citizens,  that  they  will  not 
tfansport  soldiery,  powder  .and  ball,  by  land.  If 
this  be  admitted,  then  every  citizen  may  be  laid 
under  bonds,  that  he  will  not  go  over  to  aid  the 
Spanish  patfiots,  in  the  achievement  of  the  great 
cause  they  have  undertaken.  What  would  then 
be  <he  consequence?  Bonds  will  presently  b^ 
Qiome  too  feeble,  and  restmints  of  stronger  force 
will  beappltcd.  Would  you, said  he, call  out  an 
army  sufficient  to  line  the  whole  southwestern 
frontier,  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  going  over? 
If  the  beiUgerant  has  a  right  to  demand  one  inch 
of  preventive  justice,  ahe  has  a  right  to  demand 
it  to  be  extended  these  two  thousand  miles.  No, 
Mr.  R.  said,  they  had  no  right  to  demand  it  ia 
any  case. 

There  was  no  fear  of  war,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  thia 
bill  should  not  pass  into  a  law.  Spain. go  to  war 
with  the  United  -States  1  Would  Great  Britain 
asaiat  her  ?  She  might,  Mr.  R.  said,^  find  her  iar 
teaest  in  herself  eaclusively  assisting  ihese  pao«' 
pie,  in  thus  alienating  jtheir  affections  from  tiie 
United  States.  jFeeling  this  interest,  if  by  nego- 
tiation, by  a^ny  sort  of  manM^ement,  ahe  could  at» 
Uact  to  her  the  affections  of  these  South  Ameri- 
can people,  her  object  would  be  attained.  But, 
if  Great  Britain  were  to  eqgage  in  a  arar  with  the 
United  States  in  behalf  of  Spain,  on  this  account| 
she  would  aliaoate  the  affections  of  the  South 
Americans  forever,  and'  throw  the  trade  of  that 
immense  region  wholly  into  the  hands  of  the 
United  States.  There  was  no  danger  of  Great 
Britain  engagiqg  in  a  wnr  for  this  cau^:  she 
knows  and  consults  her  interest  too  much.  If 
the  Monarch  of  Qpain  should  choose  to  engage 


HISTOKT  OF  CONOBBS& 


724 


H.  OF  R. 


Uttt/or  Bf^urting  Neutraiii^. 


,lSi7. 


in  a  war  witli  tbe  United  States,  in  eonseqnence 
of  a  refasal  to  pass  this  bill,  be  it  so.  Ratber 
than  snbmit  the  United  States  to  the  demda- 
tioD,  to  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  ex- 
pose as,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  reeei?e  the  Am- 
Dassador,  who  had  been  wailinff  here  for  admis- 
sion for  months,  from  the  ii?e  united  Provinces 
of  Sooth  America.  A  few  months  ago,  said  Mr. 
R.  we  were  willing  to  encounter  in  war  the  most 
powerfuf  nation  on  the  earth — to  take  the  British 
Lion  bf  the  beard.  What  are  we  called  on  to  do 
now  ?  To  succumb  and  humble  ourseWes  at  the 
feet  of  the  Spanish  Jack.  I  cannot  consent  to  it. 
Let  the  Chevalier  speak  proudly  of  the  Castilian 
spirit  of  his  nation*— I  object  not  to  bis  doing  so ; 
but  I  am  unwilling  that  the  American  nation 
sfaali  be  humbled  before  it.  Mr.  R.  therefore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  said,  that  it  appeared 
to  him,  from  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to-day,  and  from  those  whicb 
bad  vesteKday  been  made  on  the  subject,  that  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  had  not  been  completely 
understood.  The  third  section  did  not  forbid, 
nor  at  all  restrain,  our  citizens  from  selling  mu- 
nitions of  war  to  whomsoever  thev  pleased.  The 
object  of  that  section  was  merely  to  carry  into 
efiect  the  second,  which,  without  it,  would  be 
very  easily  eluded.  A  vessel  pierced  for  guns, 
and  capable  in  every  respect  of  beinp;  a  private 
vessel  of  war,  manned  completely,  might,  under 
existing  laws,  go  to  sea  without  any  appearance 
of  arms  on  bcr  deck ;  (her  armament  of  cannon 
being  concealed  beneath  the  deck,)  and,  the  mo- 
ment she  was  out  of  sight  of  the  coast  or  clear  of 
detection,  take  out  her  guns,  evade  the  laws,  and 
become  at  once  a  completely  equipped  armed 
vessel.  By  this  bill,  it  was  proposed  to  authorize 
the  collector  to  examine  any  vessel  going  to  sea, 
and  see  whether  she  had  such  an  armament  as 
would  enable  her,  when  she  got  to  sea,  to  fit  her- 
self for  war.  If  so,  the  collector  was  authorized 
to  stop  such  until  be  could  make  report  of  her  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Statrs,  and  receive 
his  decision  respecting  her.  If  proper,  she  would 
be  permitted  to  proceed  to  sea ;  if  otherwise,  she 
would  and  ou^ht  to  be  detained.  The  necessity 
for  this  provision,  Mr.  S.  illustrated  by  examples 
familiar  to  his  mercantile  knowledge.  The  ex- 
portation of  arms,  in  vessels  not  prepared  to  fight 
their  way,  was,  he  said,  a  simple  business  of  com- 
merce, and  not  afiected  at  all  by  this  bill ;  the 
only  restraint  upon  it  being  the  risk  of  capture  for 
carrying  contraband  of  war.  Where  then  could 
be  pointed  out  an  injur]^  to  the  honest  merchant. 
as  likelv  to  flow  from  this  third  section  ?  It  coula 
do  no  harm,  on  the  one  hand ;  but  without  it. 
on  the  other,  the  second  section  of  the  bill  would 
be  of  no  use.  We,  said  Mr.  S.,  who  are  iengaged 
in  the  East  India  trade,  must  arm  for  defence 
against  the picarooos'that  infest  the  islands  along 
the  coast  or  that  country.  To  such  vessels  there 
will  be  an  inconvenience  in  giving  the  bond  re- 
quired by  the  third  section ;  but  one  must  submit 
to  the  inconvenience,  to  prevent  abuses  by  per- 
sons, who,  for  the  sake  of  gain  alone,  implicate  the 


Oovemitteot  in  a  cooduet  which  oraat  beieps- 
bated  by  all  considerate  men. 

Had  such  a  law  as  tbis  been  im  forces  Mr.  8. 
said,  the  collector  of  New  York  wonid  not  ban 
had  to  pay  a  hundred  and  twoaty  tboosanil  dol-    ^ 
lars  for  having  stopped  a  vessel  bailt  and  eqoipped 
in  that  port,  from  being  delivered  into  the  bands  of 
one  of  the  black  Emperors.    If  year  present  iawa 
on  this  subject  are  permitted  to  remato,snid  Mt.S., 
yon  must  pass  some  act  to  enable  voar  ofieers  lo 
ezeente  them.    The  principle  of  the  bill  vis  not 
new,  be  said,  having  been  adopted  by  sneeesnve 
Congresses.    Why  have  laws  thnt   we  caaaot 
execute,  and  thus  expose  our  officers  to  vexatiois 
law-suits,  and  to  the  loss  of  money,  a  Ion  ulti- 
mately devolving  on  the  United  States? 

The  honorable  gentleman  last  op,  was  oaislakei 
in  saying  that  this  bill  would  prevent  the  supply- 
ing of  munitions  of  war  to  men  who  were  fight- 
ing for  their  liberty.  This  bill,  Mr.  8.  amid,  pro- 
vided onlv  that  the  Ctovemmeat  sboirid  not  be 
implicated  by  the  citizen  in  bis  enteiprise.  Anas 
might  still  be  exported  to  any  extent,  bot  in  the 
common  wiy  of  merchants,  not  by  force  of  arms, 
but  by  swift  sailing.  We  are  not  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  to  arm  and  force  a  trade  ia 
munitions  of  war  with  one  ortwo  belligerents,  in 
respect  to  both  of  whom  we  nre  neotrat 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
told  us,  said  Bir.  8.,  that  otit-<tf-doors  iaformacioa 
says,  that  the  Spanish  Minister,  aided  bv  the 
Minister  of  a  poweHhl  nation,  bad  demanded  of 
the  United  States  to  take  the  couse  now  pro- 
posed. Out-of-doors  inft>rDiatJon,  said  Mr.  8.,  is 
often  wrong,  and  I  crust  is  not  right  on  *  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  The  committee  took  every  means 
in  their  power  to  inform  themselves  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  nothing  had  appeared  which  coold  be 
mterpreted  into  an  ioteiferenee  of  the  JBritish 
Minister  on  the  sobject  U  would  bare  ill  be- 
come the  British  Qovernment  lo  parsoe  sneh  a 
course.  They  carry  on  a  trade  in  muDitioas  of 
war  to  the  Spanish  patriots  of  Bnenoa  Ayres,  in 
the  same  manner  as  we  do  to  other  parts  of  the 
provinces :  although,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  have  nerer 
understood  that  they  fit  out  privateers  in  their 
waters,  and  fiffbt  fbr  the  security  of  that  trade. 
I  believe,  sir,  the  British  Minister  has  not  made 
the  interference  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman.  I 
speak  from  my  own  information  only;  but,  if 
such  bad  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  the 
doty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  given  in* 
formation  of  it  to  your  committee;  and  yoar 
committee,  as  well  as  this  House,  would  haYe 
regarded  it  as  a  very  impertinent  interference. 
That  no  such  tbin^  had  occurred^  Mr.  8.  said  be 
fully  believed.  It  Great  Britam  should  insisc 
upon  our  doing  an  improper  act  in  relation  to 
Spain,  the  Executive  or  the  country  would  kaow 
how  to  treat  the  interference.  Neither  thisnaaoo^ 
nor  the  Executive,  would  bow  to  the  mandate  or 
call  of  any  foreign  nation  to  do  what  it  thought 
improper ;  and  no  nation  would  make  a  demand 
of  that  sort  but  would  get  a  proper  answer  from 
this  Government. 

Had  Spain,  the  gentleman  asked,  any  right  to 
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reooire  of  us  the  ptsnge  of  soeh  a  biU  %  Wu  it 
sailed  for  by  the  acta  of  that  Gtorerameiit  7  She 
bas  a  right  to  make  a  demand  of  us,  said  Mr*  8., 
limilar  to  that  which  we  made  of  her,  when  she 
permiued  French  privateers  to  fit  oat  in  her  ports 
iDd  commit  depredations  on  theeommeree  of  tke 
[Joited  States*  We  made  a  representation  on  the 
object,  and  demanded  of  the  Spanish  QoTern- 
nent  that  the  practice  should  not  continue,  and 
bat  they  should  pay  us  for  every  depredation 
which  had  been  mo  made  on  our  commerce.  What 
nay  the  Spanish  Minister  demand  in  return  ? 
That  you  shoold  not  permit  your  citizens  to  fit 
)ut  and  man  with  your  seamen  vessels  within  the 
H>ris  of  the  United  Stales  to  depredate  on  her 
ioromerce  7  Are  not  the  cases  in  point  7  What 
lid  Spain  say  4n  reply  to  our  demand  7  She  said 
rea ;  but  she  bad  not.  it  is  well  known,  the  means 
if  then  doing  what  sue  was  willing  to  have  done. 
She  said,  she  could  not  help  what  had  uke  place, 
rat  was  not  only  willing  to  pay  yon  for  depreda- 
ions  by  Spanisb  privateers,  but  by  Frmich  pri- 
vateers fitted  out  of  Spanish  ports.  She  was  not 
ible,  but  deelared  her  willingness.  When,  Mr. 
L  said,  we  had  subsequently  made  a  treaty  with 
k>aaparte,  then  First  Consul,  we  released  France 
rom  all  demands  on  her  as  to  depredations  on 
he  high  seas,  and  the  plander  that  her  people  had 
nade  on  our  commerce.  We  gave  it  up  for  what 
ras  considered  a  qmd  pro  quo.  We  were  bound 
0  guarantee  the  French  West  India  islands, 
sther  than  continue  which  gnarantee,  Mr.  S.said^ 
re  had  agreed  to  give  up  oar  claims  for  depre- 
lations  oomnuued  on  our  commerce  prior  to  that 
reaty  by  France.  When  Spain  then  had  heard 
hat  we  had  agreed  to  give  up  ail  claims  for  dep- 
edations  committed  by  France,  she  argued,  that 
be  cottld  no  longer  have  claims  on  France  for 
ler  depredstions  since  we  had  released  her,  and 
hat  therefore  she  (Spain)  was  no  longer  bound 

0  indemnify. us.  What  had  since  been  done  on 
bis  question,  Mr*  S.  said,  he  knew  not;  but  he 
Dok  it  for  0nmted,  that  our  Government  would 
lersist  in  tbe  demand,  and  never  relinquish  it. 

Was  it  not  possible,  that  Spain  would  now  pre- 
er  a  claim  for  losses  sustained  from  depredations 
m  her  con»merce  by  vessels  fitted  out  of  our 
korisl  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  very  much  afraid  she 
vonld,  and  was  therefore  desirous  to  arrest  them, 
hat  the  amount  might  not  be  further  increased. 

1  am  not,  said  Mr.  o.,  the  apologist  of  any  for- 
ugn  Government.  When  they  commit  aggres- 
iions  on  us,  when  they  violate  our  rights,  it  is  the 
luty  of  our  Government  to  resent  and  correct  the 
proceeding.  If  the  Spaniards  at  Valparaiso  in- 
lured  us,  our  Government  knows  how  to  make 
;he  demand  for  redress,  and  we  know  how  to 
Enforce  it« 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  Mr.  S. 
laid,  was  perhaps  better  acquainted  with  the  laws 
of  nations  than  him,  seemed  to  think  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  stop  a  miliury 
force  from  marching  from  the  territories,  of  the 
United  Siates  against  the  Spanish  provinces. 
Tiiat  individuals  might  embark  in  foreign  war 
consistently  with  the.  law  of  nations,  no  one 


conld  deny;  it  was  done  bj  forei|[ners  in  everj 
war,  for  tbe  purpose  of  acquiring  military  knowP' 
edge.  But  would  it  not  be  considerea  a  viola- 
tion of  tbe  lawa  of  nations  to  permit  the  enlist- 
ing or  enrolling  men  in  our  territories  to  fight  on 
one  aide  or  other  of  the  two  belligerents  f  [Mr. 
Root  explained  that  his  observations  applieid  to 
the  adoption  of  prcnenltre  laws  only,  carried  to 
too  great  fin  extent] 

The  gentleman  had  said  he  snw  not  afraid  of  a 
war  with  Spain.  I  btlieve,  said  Mr.  S.,  there  Is 
no  American  afraid  of  a  war  with  Spain.  But 
the  gentleman  had  gone  into  an  aigument  to 
show  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  Qreat 
Britain  to  get  hold  of  the  affections  of  the  people 
of  South  America,  that  she  might  shut  us  otrt 
from  the  trade.  Wherever  there  is  trade,  said 
Mr.  8.,  the  industry,  enterprise,  and  talents  of 
the  American  merchant  will  enable  him  to  find 
his  way  there^  and  to  carry  it  on,  on  equal  terms^ 
with  any  nation  on  earth.  I  do  not  think,  sir, 
that  Qreat  Britain  would  be  extremelv  provoked, 
that  it  would  make  her  entirely  unhappy,  that 
the  Spanish  provinces  should  become  free ;  it  is 
not  impossible  but  she  maf  aid  thera^  in  accom- 
plishing their  object.  If  so,  their  trade  will  be 
open  to  all  nations,  and  there  is  no  fear  bat  we 
snail  have  our  chance  at  it. 

Mr.  S.  conclnded  by  saying  he  could  see  no  in- 
jury that  could  result  from  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  and  should  therefore  vote  against  striking 
it  out. 

Mr.  WniOHT,  of  Maryland,  was  in  faror  of  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
He  contended  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitntion  to  authorize  sei^ 
ures  without  a  previous  oath  to  sustain  them. 
He  denied  the  expediency  of  the  whole  bill. 
Had  centlemen  forgotten  the  case  of  the  bill  to 
prohibit  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  which 
some  yean  ago  uaanimonsly  pasaed  this  Hopse, 
but  was  rejected  by.  the  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate  1  This,  he  said,  was,  like  that,  a 
diplomatic  question,  to  be  settled  by  treaty }  and, 
if  it  was  necessary  to  have  any  provision  of  this 
sort,  let  it  be  established  by  treaty.  Are  we  so 
anxious,  he  asked,  after  the  uvor  of  Spain  at  (his 
time,  that  we  will  bind  oar  m«chants'  hands 
fast,  when  the  hands  of  Spain  are  not  tied  1  He 
did  really  hope,  he  said,  that  this  House  would 
take  care  not  to  exercise  their  legislative  fune- 
tions  in  and  over  a  diplomatic  question.    In  re- 

gtrd  to  the  St  Domingo  question,  the  Senate 
ad  determined  that  to  m  a  treaty  question ;  and 
all  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  had  heard  tbe  debate  ccncnrred  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view  of  the  question;  one  hon- 
orable and  distinguished  gentleman  he  referred 
to,  now  no  more,  (Mr.  Qriswolo,)  hod  partiei»* 
larly  expressed  his  convicuans  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  W.  said  in  this  case  he  would,  so  far  Irom 
going  wider  than  necessary,  go  as  near  the  wind 
as  he  could,  tp  keep  within  the  prescriptions  of 
the  law  of  nations.  While  there  was  an  oat* 
standing  debt  from  Spain  to  us  of  immenae 
amount,  which  ihe  had  on  every  pretext  cafused 
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to  pay,  and  had  betidei  practiaed  upon  «s  every 
arc  to  faror  Fraaoe,  first  against  us,  and  tlian 
0reat  Brilain'^t  was  now  proposed,  forMwth, 
that  we  sheiiid  take  part  against  oor  own  eitiiens 
po  please  Spain !  He  was  wholly  averse  to  it. 
JEle  moved  tnat  the  Committee' sboakl  rise  to  give 
genUeimn  aa  of^xwtiinity  to  examine,  whmer 
an  act  regulating  the  interaourse  between  two 
nations  was  a  legislative  or  a  diphmMtic  aet. 
This  bill,  be  said,  was  to  restrain  the  enterprise 
of  our  own  eilizeoB  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  for 
he  had  neter  heard  an  inlimatien  that  these  en- 
terprises bad  been  fitted  out  in  fevor  of  the  R»y- 
alists*  We  owe  Spain  something  for  the  aid 
noeived  from  her  in  our  Bev<^ution;  but,  Mr. 
W.  said,  he  would  not  therefore^alnmaiate  and 
ambarrass  our  BMrohants  by  enacting  such  pro- 
vision* as  ware  embraeed  in  this  bill,  fite  would 
aot,  he  aadi,  bind  over  the  American  people  on 
■lare  snspieion  of  their  intention  to  violate  the 
law  in  this  respect)  it  was  enough  to  punish 
ihem  for  it  after  conviction.  Spain  bad  otipola- 
tad  to  pay  us  for  apoliations  on  our  commerce  by 
vessels  from  her  ports ;  but  she  never  did  pay*** 
and  we  could  do  as  much  as  chaL  shonul  she 
«iake  similar  demands  on  us.  Mr.  W •  hoped  we 
thoold  not  be  in  a  hurry  in  this  business,  and  that 
the  Committee  would  rise. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  not 
aeoonded,  before 

Mr.  Giuiavciioa,  from  Mew  York,  rose.  In 
the  general  view  of  this  question,  he  said  he 
hoped  fthe  itime  had  gone  by  when,  ia  ooasider- 
iag  what  was  the  duty  of  this  House,  telisienoe 
would  be  had  to  considerations  not  oeatiog  on 
Ihat  point*  The  gencletnau  from  New  York 
jeamed  toiameat  that  there  were  no  longer  two 
aides  of  this  House.  If  it  were  so.  Mr.  Q.said, 
hie»heafftily  rejoiced  at  it*;  and  he  oelieved,  to  a 
great  extent,  it  <was  so,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
neaar  <be  otherwise,  when  questions  like  this  were 
liceseoted  to  the  House.  >For,  he  said,  it  was 
aimfdy .«  question,  whether  the  United  Slates 
monki.or  amuid  notoompel  its  oitifteos  totadhere 
to  their  duties. as  the  people  of  a  neutral  nation. 
On  Ibis  question,  he  said,  there  could  be  bat  one 
party,  and  but  one  sentiment.  He  here  lemarked 
on  what,  he  aatd,  was  a  eurions  argumeat*  Why 
anforee  these  provisions  in  favor  of  Spain  *?  it  was 
aikadfc  Has^she  not  injured  usi  Do  gentlemen 
«Beblleot,said  he,4hat  when  theycoontenaaoe  vi-; 
abtion&oftneutralityjtheyin  fact  engage  in  the 
mat^  if  we  are  to  have  war,  let  us  boldly  go 
iniD  it,eaid  >he,jind-not  sneak  into  it  with  our  pri- 
vacaess  from  one  port  or  another.  If  Sptin  have 
iiijared  us,  let  us  teU  her  and  the  world  so,  and 
appeal  lo  the  world  and  to  the  Qod  of  Battles. 
Iie:pratested  agaiastthis  mode  of  carrying  on- the 
war. .  What,  Mr.  Q.said,  was  asked  by  this  bill? 
The  gentlemen  inm  Qeoffg ia  and  Maryland  had 
put  it  in  its  true  ahape.  It  did  not  touch  the  com-j 
awrce  of  the  country ;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with; 
it.  It  was  a  qnsaiion  4oochiog  the  inteiferencej 
of  theoittxeos  of  this  nation  in  a  war  waged  be-i 
tween  two  foreign  Powers.  The  report  of  the! 
SMiaiary  of  State  bad  not  been  raad  i  if  it  had. 


it  would  show  (what  was  indeed  noterions  fothe 
whole  world)  that  we  do  now  tncerlere  ia  thn 
war.  The  question  was,  wiietherCoogreasshoidi 
adopt  legal  principles  which  wodd  compel  ow 
citixens  to  adhere  to  that  neutrality  which  as  the 
policy  of  the  nation.  The  gentieman  btt  sp  liad 
asked  whether  Spain  would  also  adept  theae 
principles  1  Mr.  G.  said,  yes.  TIbs  bill  oaly  mo- 
posed  a  mode  of  enforcing  the  observance  ci  an 
estaUished  prineiple^for  the  mnintennBccof  arbiek 
every  nation  is  responsible.  The  Qo^eiameat  of 
Spain  would  compel  its  obaervmsoe,  by  in  eiti- 
aens,  in  a  shorter  way ;  it  would  take  off  the  hcids 
of  those  who  should  attempt  to  violate  it.  Busk 
a  course  this  Qovernment  cannot,  oa|^t  not,  scp- 
tainly  to  pursue.  Bvery  nation  has  ica  own  waf 
of  executmg  principles,  and  we  can  only  «zec«ie 
them  in  the  way  which  in  now  piopoaed. 

What,  Mr.  G.  asked,  was  the  objection  Co  the  M 
section,  which  it  was  now  proponed  to  eSfNinget 
That  the  collector  was  to  be  authoriaeif  lo  ^isja 
vessels  on  suspioion,  without  a  formal  wniianr. 
The  same  objection,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  apply  to 
all  our  revenue  laws ;  and  he  never,  before  henvd 
any  objection  to  seivure  of  veesels  wi^out  w«r- 
rant.  tie  bad  heard  objections  to  bringing  these 
principles  to  operate  on  the  Innd,  in  the  bosom  of 
society,  by  searches  and  aeixniee  of  honses^  car- 
riages, sleighs,  Ac.,  but  he  had  never  before  heard 
the  ordinary  provisions  of  the  revenue  lawn, 
analo^us  to  this,  objected  to  as  contrary  to  the 
Constitutiott. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  rose  principalhf  to  noiiee  a  ve- 
mark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ifaryland,  (Mr. 
Wbiqot,)  respecting  the  St.  Domini^et.    That 
act,  the  ffentleman  said,  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate,  beeause  it  embraced  a  diplomatic  ques- 
tion.   It. might  have  been  so  argued;  itvrasaa 
odd  objeetion,  certainly,  Mr.  O.  said,  hot  there 
were  other  objectioas  to  iu    That  act,  Mr.  O. 
taLi&^far  the  gentlemea  would  reeoUeet,  thait, 
though  it  was  rejected  by  the  Senaie  one  ^ear,  It 
passed  the  very  same  Senate  thenoxt  Y«nr>~waa 
predicated  on  a  demand  of  the  French  Bmperor, 
that  we  should  cease  to  hufe  intereouiee  wirfa  St. 
Domingo,  in  order  to^eoable  him  to  compel  liia 
revolt^  subjects  to  submission.    This,  Mr.  Q. 
said,  was  a  question  totally  different  from  that. 
Had  the  Sing  of  Spala ;  bad  any  other  aranti»rs 
except  Bomparle,  ever  made  such  a  deeaand? 
Spain  bad  not;  he  did  not  know  that  she  had  de- 
manded anything,  but,  if  she  had  demanded  any- 
thing,  it  was  that  our  citfacens  should  not  interfere 
in  the  war  in  which  the  nation  4s  neutral.    I 
know,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  thisr  bin  |roes  a  great  length ; 
but,  certainly  without  going  it,  we  cannot  oaie 
the  evil.    I  have  had  some  acqaaintnnee  with 
this  afiair,  and  shall  not  err  when  I  any,  that 
whilst  the  whole  mass  of  the  nation  is  nt  pe^e, 
some  of  its  cities  are  at  open  war.    Omgret^ 
might,  be  said,adcpt  the  principle  that  they  wonid 
not  interfere;  hot,  if  they  did,  where  it  wonid 
end  he  did  not  know,  and  no  one  could  say. 

Mr.  Sbabp,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  question  be- 
ing on  striking  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill, 
onthat  questioa  the  merits  of  all  the  provisions 
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of  the  bill  wiK  iiieidaiuny  brongbt  kkto  Tiow. 
Ho  agreed  perfeellf  with  the  seDtteman  fiom 
New  Yorl,  (Air.  GteosvttioR,)  tSat  we  ought  to 
de  eTerythiof  caleahited  to  preserve  a  striet  and 
iniMfiNU  neotralityi  ao  long  ai  we  are  at  peaee 
Willi  Spaio  I  that  our  eitizeas  should  not  bo  ai- 
iowod  to  iBVoWa  as  ia  a*  war  without  the^consent 
of  the  Qovemmeati    If  Spain  ha»  ipjived  us,  it 
is  the  doty  of  the  Qoreraoaeot  to  judge  of  the 
iojarv,  and  adopt  the  means  for  redresss.    In  a 
ease  like  the  piesent,  said  Mr.  B.,  although  the 
sliarttoteff  of  the  nation  and  pnblie  law  leqoires 
th«t  we  ahoald  prevent  our  citizens  Tudating  the 
aemialitf  we  profess,  yet,  sir,  I  am.  not  willing 
to  go  one  single  step  farther  than  that  duty  com- 
pels tae.  And  my  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it 
propoees  to  go  farther.  We  are  required  by  publie 
mw  to  prevent  an  hostile  enterprise  to  be  sec  oo 
foot  in  our  lerritorv^  to  be  directed  against  either 
oi  the  beUigereniB  by  lead  or  by  isca ;  but,  sir,  we 
are  ao(  repaired  t»  piohiblt  the  sale  or  transport 
tatioo  of  araw  to  either  party,  and,  if  they  come 
for  themf  we  hare  the  right  to  supply  them, 
tod  if  we  attempt  to  take  munitions  of  war  where 
they  Bhould   be  adjudged  eontraband  of  war^ 
the  only  penalty  is  confiscation  of  the  property  $ 
the  party  complainiiw  has  no  right  to  inflict  cor-* 
porai  pttnishmeat.    The  ooly  remedy  a  beUiger- 
eot  lUMf  where  his  adrermry  is  sup^it d  by  a  nea<» 
tral  with  the-  means  of  war,  is  capture  and  con- 
fiseft tton  ;  and  we  may  leare  him  to  that  remedy 
if  our  citizens  choose  to  engage  in  such  com- 
mercer    la  it  not  obf  ious  that  this  bill  proposes 
to  do  more  than  national  law  requires  of  us  as 
netttrals ;  and  it  noc  the  operation  of  the  measure 
ns  obviously  nneqoal  on  the  two  parties  ?    Old 
Spain  may.  be  supplied  here  with  armed  vessels 
and  arms  as  well  as  the  Colonies,  who  are  con* 
leading  for  independence ;  but  she  can  be  sup' 

gied  aa  conveaiendy,  and  perhaps  more  so,  in 
arope ;  she  may.  build  bet  vessels^  and  mantt^ 
faetfire  her  arms  at  home;  in  either  event  she 
laaiains  little  inconvenience  from  this  measure, 
while  the  patriotaof  New  Saain  are  most  in  need 
ef  the  armed  vessels,  and  the  mninitione  of  war, 
tod  have  no  other  place  at  which  they  caa  be 
•Bfiplied  so  convenientiyj  our  ports ^are«oolif;n- 
ooa^  and  alford  thean^owny  facilities  of  obtaining 
armaaad  aoaonmitiottiarticias  they  want  above-aii 
othcrt,  aad^  are  not  prepated  to*  maaufbeture  at 
boma^    This  hill  not  only  providea  that- our  peo* 
piar  ahaftl  not^employ  their  armed  vmsels  fitted  out 
im  our  owa  ports  against  either  party,  but  that 
ihcy  ^ailf^aot  s^  them  to  any  person  who  mayu 
Nay,  it  goes  farther^  it  gftres  a  discretionary 
power  to  the  colfector  to  stop^ny- vessel  which) 
frona  her  eaigo  being  chiefly  monitions  of  war^ 
hftvaof  aaaztraordinary  niaaherof  mas  oa  beard) 
«r  other  eireamstaaoes,he  may  believe  intends  to 
riolaleoor  aetttfallty,  and  eompel  such  vessel  to 
live  bond  aad  security,  in  a  very  heavy  penalty, 
that  she  ^hall  sot  do  so  I    Is  it  safe-^is  it  wise  to 
vest  soeli  a  power  in  any  subaltern  officer  of  the 
QevcriMaent  9    That  he  may  have  it  in  hie  power 
to  stop,  to  baraaa-  die  lawful  cooimerce  of  oai 
aiiiKBs^  meaalyapaii  bis  belief  of  tfaair  imeatioai 
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it  is  enough  to  jmitk  acts  where  they  are  eom>* 
mitted,  and  not  in  effect  punish  the  intent;  and 
that  on  the  belief  of  a  collector,  from  what  cir- 
cumstances he  may  think  suspicious.  1  recollect, 
aad  no  doubt  other  gentlemen  recollect,  that  ia 
the  time  of  the  late  war  a  provision  like  this  was 
proposed  to  prevent  supplies  of  provisions  and 
other  articles  goiqg  to  our  enemy  in  Canada,  and 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  this  biU 
opposed  the  adoption  of  that,  because  it  gave  too 
unlimited  a  power  to  collectors;  they  would  not 
allow  it  eren  incaseof  our  own  enemies;  they  now 
propose  to  adopt  it  for  the  benefit  of  Old  Spain* 
Are  we  interested  for  the  success  of  Spain  in 
subjugating  her  colonies  1  Or  are  not  the  feel- 
ings M  every  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question  ?  Can  we  be  the  spectators  of  a 
struggle  for  liberty  and  independence  by  any  por- 
tion M  the  human  family,  and  feel  indifferent  as 
to  the  result?  Let  others  feel  as  they  mav,  I 
cannot,  and  will  not  disguise  my  feelings.  My 
most  fervent  wish  and  desire  is,  liberty  and  flel& 
gorernmeot  to  Main  and  South  America ;  their 
cause  is  one  that  must  and  ought  to  be  interesting 
to  us ;  they  are  contending  against  tyranny  and 
superstition  of  the  most  gloomy  and  hateful  char- 
acter,  and  whether  they  are  sufficiently  informed 
to  secure^  as  we  hare  done,  ^he  blessings  of  civil 
and  political  liberty,  is  a  question  with  some  geor 
tlemen ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  incontestabla 
they  cannot  be  cursed  with  a. worse  government 
than  the  one  against  which  they  are  arrayed ;  and^ 
at  all  eveols,  they  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  self- 
government,  let  their  change  of  the  form  be  what 
it  may.  Then,  I  say,  shall  we  in  such  a  contest, 
for  such  a  cause,  pass  an  act  that  shall  give  aid 
to  their  subjugation,. or  lessen  their  means  of  re- 
sistance? Mr.  Chairman,  1  hope  not.  My  best 
wishes  are  for  the  success  of  those  patriotSp  in  op^ 
position  to  Spain;  theiraisthe  cause  of  liberty; 
It  is  the  cause  of  my  heart*.  When  the  French 
revolution,  at  its  commeaeemeni,  gave  hopes  to 
the  world  of  the  emancipatioa  of  that  nation ; 
when  the  tyrants  of  Europe  were  combined  m 
common  cause  against  her  success  j  waa  there 
seen  aa>  American  who  did  not  think  tho  laara 
then  eaacted  to  preserve  our  neutrality,  aadtm 

Breveot  enterprises-  being  fitted  out  ia  favor  of 
*ranoe|  went  far  enough,  aad  did  not  maay  be- 
lieve they  went  too  far  ?  and  yet  those  laws  are  in 
force  and  of  a  geneml  nature,  and  can  be  applied 
to  preveat  any  violations  of  qeiurality.  by  our 
citizens.  But  gentlemen  wish  to  do  morey  and 
pofhans  without  such  intention  they  are  ind^ 
direotly  giviag  aid  tOiSpaia*  to  sah||Ugate.aa  e» 
tensive  portiooof  our  Coatioent*  uould  this 
coarse  be  reconciled  to  our  love  of  republican  ia- 
stittttioas  ?  Or  shall  we  despond  for-  the  rest  of 
the  world,  hecatise  that  blace  of  freedom  that  for 
a  momeatiliomkiated  France,  has  bcea  quenched 
in  blood,  aad  she  has  i^n  bowed  her  neek  to 
the  yoke ;  or  should  we  not  rather  hope  for  the 
success  of  liberty  in  a  new  soil  and  country  like 
our  own,  and  at  least  do  nothiag  to  thwart  its 
progress  and  establishment? 
Mr.  RaN»oa.va..of  Viigiata  jaid  ha  had  been 
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extremely  surprised  to  hear  the  doctrines  that  had 
been  advanced  by  the  gentleman  who  had  jost 
BOW  sat  down.  The  gentleman  talked  about  the 
obliffations  of  nentralicy ;  but  his  doctrine  did  not 
apply,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  a  portion  of  a  nation  in  arms 
against  another  portion  of  it,  until  the  rerolied 
portion  was  acknowledged  as  free,  sorereign,  and 
independent.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this 
was  not  a  war  between  Sj^in  and  another  inde- 
pendeix  political  association,  because  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies  had  nerer  been  acknowl- 
edged. But  it  was  a  ci?il  war ;  a  war  of  one 
portion  of  the  Kingdom,  against  that  portion  in 
which  the  ffOTerniog  power  resides — in  which  it 
is  impossible  to  refuse  to  maintain  that  neutrality 
whien  it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  betwen  the  two 
belligerents,  without  being  at  once  a  party  in  the 
contest.  Did  gentlemen  recollect.  Mr.  R.  asked, 
the  ease  between  these  colonies  and  Great  Britain, 
and  in  what  way  France  became  a  party  to  that 
war '?  In  the  same  way  the  United  Stales  may 
and  probably  will  become  a  party  to  the  war  be- 
tween Spain  and  her  colonies;  by  fitting  out  arms 
on  colonial  account  from  her  ports,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  public  and  private,  against 
the  mother  country.  In  that  way,  he  repeated, 
France  had  become  a  party  to  the  war ;  in  that 
way  we  might  and  probably  should  become  a 
party  to  the  present  war.  Now,  said  Mr.  R.,  if 
we  mre  prepared  to  uke  sides  between  Spain  and 
her  colonies,  let  us  say  so  |  but,  if  not,  let  us  do 
those  things  incumbent  on  us,  to  prevent  being 
drawn  in  on  one  side  or  the  other.  Mr.  R.  re- 
marked on  the  fanciful  theory  of  gentlemen,  and 
ft  sort  of  visionary  idea  they  appeared  to  have,  of 
the  struggle  in  question  beine  one  for  the  right 
of  self-government,  Ac.  When  the  people  of 
Spain,  from  the  rock  of  Qibralur  to  tbe  pass  of 
Roncevalles,  was  in  arms  against  the  authority 
of  ihoffoveromentesublished  there  by  the  French, 
there  bad  not  been,  Mr.  R.  said,  any  of  this  feel- 
ing for  a  great  and  generous  nation,  asserting  the 
right  of  self-government^nothiog  of  the  sort 
On  tbe  contrary,  the  United  Slates  had  preserved 
what  they  called  a  neutral  attitude— a  neutrality 
cftleulated,  as  far  as  our  means  went,  to  subserve 
the  cause  of  one  of  the  parties,  he  did  not  say 
which.  If,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  are  prepared  to  lake 
part  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  let 
OS  lay  so^  and  act  an  open,  manly,  and  generous 
part.  But,  for  my  share,  I  have  had  enough  of 
Mvolttiiona^  and  I  have  had  enough  of  war;  and 
leannot  say.  with  an  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  before  me,  (Mr.  Smitb,)  that  I  am  not 
afraid  of  a  Spnnish  war.  I  should  be  afi«id  of  a 
war  with  tbe  Sandwich  Islands;  I  should  be 
afraid  of  a  war  with  the  Gherokees  or  Greeks ;  I 
should  be  afraid  of  a  war  with  anything,  unless 
perehsnce  with  the  barbarians  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean coast  of  Africa,  i  am  afraid  of  war ;  we 
have  found  the  coubequences  of  it ;  and,  if  we  go 
to  war  with  Spain,  it  is  not  for  me  or  tbe  gentle- 
nun  from  Maryland  to  say.  When  or  on  what 
terms  we  shall  make  peace  with  the  allied  Powers. 
1  do  not  wish  to  make  peace  wiih  them,  said  Mr. 
Ih  for  the  pUm  nasoii  4Iim  I  d«  noi  wish  fa 


make  war  with  them.  This  bill  iud  been  caUel, 
and  properly  called,  a  bill  for  makiiig'  peace  be- 
tween His  Catholic  Majesty  mad  the  town  tf 
Baltimore ;  and,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  w^iog  is 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  lesioracjoa  of 
peace  between  those  high  eoolraetin^  paides.  I 
have  said  ([he  continued)  that  I  aoi  ured  of  war ; 
that  I  am  sick  of  revolatioas ;  I  am  tired  of  having 
the  medicine  of  the  physician  sobstitnied  for  ny 
daily  food ;  I  am  tired  of  having  extreme  cases 
made  daily  eases,  not  of  exeeptioo  batofpraelieeL 

The  honorable  gentleman  froto  New  Twk  had 
said  that  he  rejoi^d  that  there  was  now  but  one 
side  of  the  House.  And.  Mr.  R.  aaid,  lie  rejoiced 
in  it  too ;  and  nothing  had  more  eoDCribnted  to 
that  state  of  things,  than  the  condnet  af  m  part  of 
this  House,  to  which  the  geatlemaa  from  Ken- 
tucky had  adverted,  about  the  Caaadiaa  soppljei, 
and  the  conduct  of  certain  distrieta  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  late  war— eireaoMtaiicei, 
he  said,  calculated  to  cover  forever,  with  eoofa- 
sion  and  disgrace,  thoae  who  were  authon  or 
partakers  of  them.  Nothing  had  ooniriboied  so 
much  to  the  unanimity  of  the  lata  Presidential 
election,  which  was  not  owing  so  much  to  the 
confidence  of  the  peofile  in  those  elected,  as  to 
the  paralysis  of  that  opposition. 

Mr.  R.  said  be  should  not  have  croobled  the 
House  on  this  occasion,  but  for  the  aJJosioa  to 
the  Sl  Domingo  act,  passed  oa  the  28ih  day^  of 
February,  1606.    You,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  (addieaa- 
ing  the  Chairman.)  remember  well  that  -day — ^ic 
was  just  at  the  close  of  a  period,  within  which, 
af^er  sitting  for  weeks  in  conclave,  the  policy  of 
this  country  had  taken  a  ditectioa  which  has 
since  governed  the  ship  of  Smce.    The  act  re- 
ferred to  was  passed  at  that  memorable  sessioa 
when  the  politics  of  the  United  States  ajsamed, 
in  the  eye  of  all  those  who  know  how  to  judge 
of  events,  a  definitive  diiection  as  to  the  two  great 
Powers  of  Europe.    I  voted  for  it,  said  Mr.  Et.. 
after  endeavoring,  with  our  doora  shut  and  witk 
the  doors  open,  to  artcst  that  career,  and  expoee 
that  fatal  policy  which  brought  us  to  what  we 
have  seen,  and  what  we  now  feel.    And  wben  i 
was  naked  why  I  voted  for  this  famous  St.  Do- 
mingo act— an  act  which  was  said-*it  was  ao 
said ;  I  speak  in  the  impeisonal— which  waa  said 
to  have  beea  passed  unmr  terror  of  the  displeasiife 
of  His  Majesty  the  fimperor  and  Kiiw  of  France. 
Referring  to  the  saying  of  Charles  iLlL  respect- 
ittg  Riga,  that  Qod  had  given  it  to  him,  aad  tiio 
Devil  should  not  take  it  away  from  him,  Mr.  fU 
applied  it  to  the  sceptre  of  Napoleon ;  which, 
whether  or  not  the  Devil  gave  it  to  him,  we  cer* 
tainly  know  that  the  hand  of  Qod  took  ffom  thac 
oppressor— yes,  that  malefactor  of  mankind — that 
ookiB  hmmatd  gmmriM.    When  he  spoke  of  chat 
man  in  this  way,  he  said,  it  was  with  recoliec- 
tions  of  the  date  of  this  act,  and  not  of  his  pieseiit 
condition.    In  his  present  condition,  he  would 
not  triumph  even  over  him;  he  looked  apon  his 
former  elet atioa  to  have  been  the  reault  oC  a  umid 
acquiescence  in  what  had  beea  called  public  sea* 
OMnt,  in  the  Reign  of  Terror^— whea  heads  had 
beea  lopped  oS,  aad  fltea  tartoted  ia  etevy  waj 
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Dgennity  eooM  devise— all  in  obedience  to  pnb- 
ic  sentiment!  when  a  few  eiecutionen,  with 
:he  words  "pablic  eentlment"  to  their  months, 
nangled  and  massacred  whatever  was  valuable 
n  that  once  noble  coontrf.  Yes,  he  said,  it  was 
{  Doble  eoontry,  and  the  country  of  a  noble  peo- 
ple. When,  said  he,  (resuming  the  thread  of  his 
liscourse)  1  was  askea.  on  what  grounds  I  should 
ustify  my  vote,  I, answered,  on  none  that  had 
leen  assigned,  and  unquestionably  not  on  some 
hat  were  not  assigned.  I  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
«eaose  I  considered  St.  Domingo  as  an  anomaly 
imong  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  I  considered 
t  my  doty,  as  an  American  politician — as  an 
American  statesman,  if  yon  will  allow  me  to  apply 
hat  observation  to  myself—- as  a  Representative, 
bo?e  all,  of  the  Southern  portion  or  the  United 
States,  to  leave  nothing  undone  which  could  pos- 
ibly  gi?e  to  the  white  population  in  that  island 
in  ascendency  over  the  blacks;  for,  if  ever  any* 
hing  called  for  a  perpetual  embargo  on  all  inter- 
!onrse,  it  waa  the  state  of  that  country. 

I  am  tired  of  war,  said  Mr.  R.,  but  I  do  not 
herefore  expect  to  escape  it  Little  does  he  know 
f  the  condition  of  mankind;  little  does  he  know 
f  the  signs  of  the  times  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Ulantic  or  on  this,  who  supposes  the  repose  of 
he  world  is  settled.  The  leaven  is  at  work  in 
Europe,  perhaps  more  actively  in  England  than 
1  any  other  part  of  it,  and  the  rirus  has  been  re- 
el red  here,  that  will  produce  a  state  of  things 
ery  far  from  that  settled  repose  which  gentle- 
len  seem  to  flatter  theroselres  will  follow  the 
ite  convulsions  in  the  cirilized  world.  But,  be- 
eving  as  he  did,  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  willing  to 
ut  it  off  to  the  latest  dav.  He  was  attached  to 
is  own  country.  Let  Jews,  Tnrks,  or  Infidels, 
ght  for  their  liberty  or  for  their  religion ;  he 
pould  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  liberty  or 
heir  religion.  Me  would  not  omit  to  do  anything 
le  could  eonstitntionally  do,  to  prevent  being  in- 
olred  in  a  quarrel  in  the  name  of  liberty  and 
eligion,  when  servitude,  and  sQperstition,  the 
Host  dark  and  detestable  that  was  ever  known, 
ras  at  the  bottom  of  it  He  would  keep  aloof 
rom  it 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  see  no  Constitoiiooal  ob- 
eetions  to  the  bill;  but  if  there  wiks,  he  could 
imost  agpee  to  say,  with  some  of  the  Constito- 
ion  fanciers,  away  the  parchment  I  to  secure  the 
Missage  of  a  bill  to  restrain  any  of  our  citizens 
vho  were  sufficiently  base,  or,  if  gentlemen 
>lea8ed,  sufficiently  enterprising,  to  engage  in 
inch  expeditions  as  it  was  well  known  bad  been 
ittcd  out  Gkntlemen  saf ,  observed  Mr.  R.,  that 
Mir  enterprising  citizens  must  go  and  fight  the  wars 
»f  th^  colonies  with  Spain.  With  all  my  heart 
Chat  tbey  must  go  and  attack  her  commerce. 
Wwh  all  my  heart,  if  they  will  not  attack  ours, 
lor  involve  their  country  in  the  war.  Let  Spain 
»tch  them  when  she  can,  and  treat  them  as  she 
tias  a  right  There  will  be  one  adrantage,  cer- 
tainly, in  permitting  this  system  of  prirate  depre- 
dation to  eoDftittue;  there  would  be  less  capital, 
less  of  this  generous  enterprising  spirit  left,  to  en- 
gtge  in  another  trade  which  we  have  dready  at* 


templed  to  prohibit  by  law«-that  is,  the  infernal 
slave  trade. 

But  the  ffentleman  from  Maryland  had  told 
the  House  that  he  knew  well  enough,  wherever 
there  was  a  trade,  there  Great  Britain,  and,  not 
onl|r  her,  but  New  Britain,  would  find  the  way. 
This,  Mr.  R.  intimated,  was  exemplified  in  the 
trade  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  adverted.  The  character  of  that  trade,  whica 
had  been  practised  for  some  years  past  too  ex« 
teosively,  might  be  summed  up  in  tnree  words; 
it  might  be  called,  in  short,  supplying  the  Devil 
with  brimstone. 

Mr.  Sharp  said  he  was  aware  of  the  distinction 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  between 
a  civil  war  and  a  war  between  two  independent 
nations;  but  it  was  laid  down  by  writers  on  the 
law  of  nations,  that  when  a  civil  war  assumed  a 
regular  shape,  the  laws  of  war  should  prevail  in 
regard  to  prisoners  of  war,  dbc.  If  so,  had  not  a 
neutral  nation,  by  a  stronger  reason,  a  right  to 
show  them  the  hospitalities  dfie  to  their  situation  I 
With  respect  to  the  law  relative  to  St.  Domingo, 
it  was  true  that  law  did  ffo  further  than  our  coun- 
try waa under  an  obligation  to  go,  but  for  peculiar 
reasons,  distinct  from  general  rules.  St.  DomingOi 
Mr.  S.  said,  was  a  revolted  colon v,  its  independ* 
ence  to  this  day  unacknowledged  by  its  former 
sovereign ;  yet  we  trade  with  St  Domingo— we 
go  to  her  ports,  she  comes  to  ours.  Where  would 
the  gentleman  find  a  reason  to  distinguish  be- 
tween this  case  and  that  of  the  Spanish  provinces? 
If,  Mr.  S.  said,  our  feelings  were  enlisted  ia  favor 
of  Old  Spain  against  these  colonies,  and  we  be- 
lieved that  self-government  would  be  a  corse  to 
them,  this  bill  might  be  a  proper  one  to  aid  the 
mother  government  in  subjugating  the  colonies. 
We  ma^r  go  thus  far,  said  he :  we  have  a  Constito* 
tional  right  to  lay  these  restrictions.  But,  he 
insisted,  on  the  rules  which  govern^  neutral  na- 
tions in  their  conduct  and  commerce  with  bellig- 
erents, we  are  not  bound  to  pass  it,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  pass  it,  because  it  would  be  unwise 
to  do  it  The  gentleman  had  asked  why  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  were  not  as  warm  in  behalf 
of  the  patriots  of  Spain  in  their  struggle  for  self- 

fovernment,  as  now  for  the  Sooth  Americans, 
''or  my  own  feelings  said  Mr.  S.^  I  have  no  diffi- 
eultv  in  expressine  them.  When  the  House  of 
Spain  had  ground  down  the  people,  1  felt  no 
aversion  to  seeing  any  change  which  would  im* 
prove  their  condition.  The  putting  down  of  the 
inquisition,  the  abolition  of  monasteries,  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  priests,  he  was  glad  to 
see.  When  the  Spanish  patriots  collected  the 
sense  of  the  people,  rallied  around  their  standard, 
my  feelings  were  interested  in  their  favor  more 
than  they  had  previously  been  in  favor  of  any 
effort  of  bona  parte.  I  viewed  him  as  a  tyrant; 
but  I  cannot  view  without  abhorrence  the  conduct 
of  the  rulers  who  succeeded  on  these  efforts  of  a 
patriotic  people—I  cannot  view,  without  horror^ 
human  nature  in  such  a  state  of  baseness,  as  to 
ezhibitsuch  ingratitude  as  has  been  shown.  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  woiud  never  suffer  himself  to  take  any 
part  to  ausilun  the  dominion  of  that  Monarch. 
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And,  when  he  sawtoclk  simiiaricy  in  the  struggle 
in  which  the  people  of  Soath  America  were  en- 
gaged, aJchoQgh  not  so  much  enligbleacd  as  our 
people  were  to  the  struggle  of  our  Revolution,  be 
most  sioeerely  and  heartily  desired  success  to  that 
enterprise  which  should  giro  the  right  of  self* 

{overnment  to  any  portion  of  this  continent. 
*or  these  reasons  be  shoold  vote  for  striking  out 
the  third  seotion  of  the  bill. 

Mr,  Sbbffbt,  of  Virginia,  said  he  understood 
it  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Gk>veranient  of  the 
United  States,  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  be- 
tween the  old  countrv  of  Spain  and  her  eoloniea 
in  rebellion  against  ner.  If  that  was  the  deter- 
mination of  this  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
constituted  authorities  to  carry  that  determine* 
tion  into  effect,  and  not  to  manifest  neutralitv 
when,  in  lact,  our  citizens  were  uking  part  with 
one  belligerent,  and  against  the  other.  To  pre- 
vent this,  the  provisione  of  this  bill  had  been  re- 
pjorted,  which  Mr.  S.  approved.  What  sort  of 
aineeritj  do  we  exhibit,  he  asked,  if  we  permit 
persons  to  fit  out  eapeditions  in  our  poru,  and^ 
aAer  they  had  gone  to  sea,  pretend  to  prosecute 
them  when  beyond  the  reach  of  our  jurisdiction  ? 
The  Government  should  not  act  at  all,  unlesa  it 
acted  effectually ;  to  enable  it  to  do  which,  the 
power  proposed  to  he  given  by  this  bill  was  es- 
•eptial. 

Aa  to  our  feelinm  on  the  subject  of  the  exist- 
ing war,  that,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  wholly  out  of  the 
question.  If  the  Qoveroment,  or  the  House,  feel 
as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  does,  it  becomea 
us  to  act  a  different  course— to  take  a  stand  in 
i||ipport  of  those  who  are  contending  against  the 
tyrant  of  the  Europeaii  country*  All  this  dis^ 
play  of  feeling,  Mr.  S»  said,  might  do  honor  to 
the  heart,  but,  after  the  experience  of  past  years, 
it  certainly  did  no  great  honor  to  the  head.  After 
the  failure  of  the  great  struggle  on  the  old  Con- 
tinent, in  favor  of  civil  liberty  in  Europe,  they 
mu»t  be  sanguine  indeed  who  anticipate  its  sue* 
eess  in  a  population  so  aEHich  more  ignorant  and 
ooenlightened.  The  alight  dawning  of  liberty  in 
France  had  been^  he  said,  perhaps  the  greaiest 
curse  thai  human  liberty  ever  had.  No  mere 
favorable  consequences  are  likely  to  result  from 
the  contest  in  South  America.  There  will  be 
strife  and  bloodshed  of  long  duratiofi,  but  which 
will  settle  down  in  a  despotism  perhaps  more 
dark  than  has  heretofore  pitveiled  there,  if  a 
population  like  that  of  the  Spanish  provincee  is 
to  be  emancipated,  it  wiU  not  be  by  rcvolutieo. 
but  by  receiving  gradually  the  principles  of  civil 
Lberty.  And  when  gentlemen  compared  their 
struggle  with  that  of  the  people  of  this  country 
in  the  Revolution,  they  were  widely  mistaken. 
We.  said  he,  were  nurtured  in  the  (xrinciples  of 
civil  liberty ;  the  colonists  were  as  free  before  the 
Revolution  as  we  are  at  this  time; .  we  contended 
not  for  revolution,  though  it  naturally  ensued, 
bat  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  English- 
men. We  were  free,  and  we  desired  to  remain 
so.  The  contest  in  South  America,  oo  the  other 
hand,  is  a  contest  of  slaves  to, become  freemen,  ■ 
which  eaanot  succeed  by  the  axeraooa  of  physi- 1 


cai  force  merely,  but  most  be  piweded  hf  the 
gradual  exfNinsion  of  the  hauBan  MCeAect^  ail 
the  adaptation  of  the  mind  to  the  jMiaeijtosC 
free  government. 

It  had.  been  said  that  a  war  with  Snaio  was 
not  to  be  deprecated.  In  oae  point  oc  rimw  it 
might  not.  Bat'  in  another,  it  was  sMie  to  he 
deprecated  than  a  war  with  any  other  coaatry . 
We  might  succeed,  even  to  the  ntoaeat  wbhes  ef 
the  West,  to  possess  ourselves  of  the  ooaiignous 
Spanish  territory.  That  waa  a  conacqnaace  he 
shoold  deprecate,  Mr.  S.  said,  more  than  aay 
other.  When  that  happens, our  amai  ehaiattcr 
is  destroyed*-H>ur  lib«ty  ie  gone.  la  each  see- 
cess  he  saw  greater  evils  thaa  ia  aay  deleat.  Hs 
dreaded  it  on  the  score  of  the  moral  ehaiaoter  of 
the  nation-^^n  the  score  of  that  liberty  which 
he  hoped  would  be  perpetual. 

As  to  this  question  he  had,  he  said|  different 
feelings  from  some  of  the  gaatfeaaea  who  bad 
spoken.  Those  persons  wh!o  were  engaged  ia 
this  trade  constituted  perhaps  a  ten  ihoniaadxh 
part  of  our  population;  and  when  he  said  chef 
were  not  the  laost  worthy  part  of  the  pcmulation, 
he  thought  he  was  imh  far  ■^^—aVfm  Ue  wouM 
go,  he  said,  to  the  farthest  extent  of  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  to  preserve  the  neetrality  of  the 
cotmtry,  because  he  would  aot  sufier  a  few  worth- 
less men,  wiio  have  no  home,  no  eouHiy,  to  sacri- 
fice the  peace  of  the  nation.  He  wonkl  rather  go 
a  little  further  than  propriety  wonld  warrant,  if 
there  must  be  an  excess  on  one  side  or  the  other— 
by  no  means  however  coontenaneiag  exeesa  in 
either  way,.  Those  eoaoeraed  in  tlMse  expedi- 
tions wxt  not,  the  most  of  them  at  least,  the 
worthy  part  ot  the  community,  and*  such  as  they 
are,  form  but  aw  ineonsiderable  portion  of  it. 
The  coaseqoeaces  of  the  war,  if  war  shoold  be 
the  consequenoe  of  negleetiag  Co  restrain  them, 
must  be  borne  by  the  honest  and  worthf  part  of 
the  nation,  and  therefore  he  deprecated  Mieh  a 
result. 

The  third  section  of  the  hill,  he  said,  waa  a 
necessary  corollary  from  the  second.  The  third 
section  was  intended  to  give  the  <3overaraeot 
power  to  prevent  the  intention  of  the  act  from 
being  violated.  It  waa  jasiifiahle  oa  the  same 
principles  as,  on  land,  authorises  the  mag;i8iiate 
to  bind  the  hands  of  a  amn  atiefliptia|(  a  viola* 
tion  of  the  peaoc,  4e. 

Mr*  RoBBKTSOJif  of  Lottisiaaa,  paefcced  his  ob- 
servations by  saying,  that,  in  direct  oppeokioa  to 
the  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  he  moat  cordially 
wished  success  to  the  people  of  Soath  Aamiea, 
in  the  noble,  virtuoosi  and  patnocic  eaase  ia 
which  they  were  engaged*  Bat,  he  said,  he 
should  ever  feel  disposed  to  respect  the  neatrai 
character  of  his  country,  and  he  hoped  never  m 
see  it  degraded  in  iu  own  eyes,  by  permittiag  Its 
citizens,  with  impunity,  to  violate  thnt  neuMity. 
He  objected  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  never- 
theless, because  it  gave  to  the  offieera  of  the  Gkov- 
emment  a  greater  power  over  the  citizens  than 
they  ought  to  have^  He  laid  out  of  riew  the 
state  of  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  0010* 
niea}  he  laid  oat  of  vlaw  aU  thai  had  heea  aaid 
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•bout  the  denuiBcls  of  that  oation,  dsc*  Ha  took 
up  tbia  question  on  its  own  merits.  The  House 
had  official  informatioo  that  acts  had  been  com* 
mitted  by  our  owo  citizens^  whieb  self-respect 
namrei  us  to  put  a  stop  to. 

This,  it  appeared  to  hiia,  would  be  suffieiently 
accomplished  by  the  clauses  of  this  aet,  without 
the  third  section,  to  which  he  objected,  because 
it  gare  to  tbn  collectors  ao  overwhelming  power, 
ria:  the  power  to  seize  any  rescel,  which,  from 
any  circumstances^  they  might  suspect  of  an  in* 
teniion  to  riolate  the  neutral  obligations  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  proof  whatever  being 
required.  U  might  be  necessary,  for  defence 
against  the^wirateera  and  pirates  that  swarm  in 
every  sea,  that  ressels  should,  at  the  present  day, 
carry  arm%  and  more  than  the  ordinary  number 
of  men,  and  ought  not  theiefore  to  be  arrested  in 
their  royage^  The  term  ''any  other  oircum* 
sumcCi''  in  this  kind  of  enactment,  was  too  ▼ague, 
Mr.  R.  said,  to  be  permitted  to  go  forth.  The 
bill  was  not  only  too  vague,  as  regarded  the  pow- 
ers of  the  cdlector,  but  as  to  Uie  objects  to  be 
attained—thai  the  vessels  thus  seiaedf  may  not 
violate  the  neutral  obliffatioos  of  the  United 
States.  And  wtiat,  said  Mr.  R.,  «re  the  neutral 
obligationa  of  tha  United  Sutes?  If  a  definite 
meaning  had  been  assigned,  the  merchaiit  would 
have  beea  able  to  decide  whether  he  had  better 
give  the  enormous  bonds  required,  or  abandon  his 
voyage  altogether.  But,  as  it  now  stood,  it  was 
vague;  for,  in  regard  to  the  obligations  of  neu* 
trality,  the  merchant  would  search  in  vain  in 
public  law,  on  all  disputed  points,  for  a  definite 
opinion,  dbc.,  and  he  might  be  subjected  to  ten 
years  imprisonment  for  going  a  vovage  hereto- 
fore deemed  legitimate,  because  his  doty  as  a  cit- 
izen waa  so  undefined  that  he  eould  not  hiinself 
discover  it  from  public  or  municipal  law.  He 
objected  to  this  section,  also,  on  account  of  the 
iaeonvenience  it  would  entail.  At  a  distanee 
from  this  place,  said  he,  we,  in  Louisiana,  could 
engage  in  no  commerce,  if  the  collector  chooses 
to  detain  che  vessels  till  permission  is  obtained 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  them 
to  sail;  without  which,  to  i>e  sent  for  the  distanee 
of  1,500  miles,  tbey  must  give  bond  in  an  enor- 
mous amoont,  Ac 

And  wbjr  all  this  restrictive  sevethv?  Was 
there  anything  novel  in  the  situation  of  the  world? 
Had  there  been  any  complaiats  from  any  foreign 
nation  of  violations  of  our  neutrality  ?  If  so,  let 
them  be  known.  The  Bzeeutive  had  coniplatBed, 
with  reason,  of  certain  acu  which  oompromittad 
the  neotfality  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  was 
willing  to  correot  them,  but  not  without  other 
reasons  than  those  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House,  to  gi7e  powers  so  eaormons  aa  those 
proposed. 

It  waa  found  that  in  New  Orleans  the  former 
laws  had  been  sufficient  to  answer  every  purpose; 
and  the  great  objectioa  to  them,  he  imagined, 
grew  out  of  the  same  sugj^tion  as  had  induced 
the  House  to  alter  the  claims'  law,  viz.,  that  the 
offers,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Qovernmenti  had 
not  done  their  duty.  Here,  within  thirty  or  fort^ 
14th  Con.  2d  Ssas.— S4 


miles  of  the  Bzeeotive,  the  House  were  told  cet- 
tain  violations  of  our  neutrality  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  of  such  a  nature  as  could  not  be  f#- 
strained  by  the  laws  now  in  force.  We  are  legia- 
lattng  on  defects  in  the  execution  in  the  laws.  If 
the  law  be  efficient  in  New  Orleans,  it  might  cer- 
tainly be  made  so  anywhere  else.  Mr.  K.  said, 
he  did  not  wish  to  permit  the  continuance  of  aay 
acta  which  should  move  us  from  the  tranquillity 
we  now  eajoy ;  but  be  did  not  tbinfe  this  third 
section  at  all  necessary  to  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  SMira,  of  Maryland,  again  spoke.  In  say*> 
lag  that  he  was  not  afmid  of  a  war  with  Spmn, 
be  meant  simply  of  the  warlike  consequences  of 
such  a  contest ;  but  net  in  the  smallest  degree  da- 
signing  to  approbate  a  war.  He  deprecated  it  aa 
much  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  because, 
whenever  we  do  go  to  war,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
with  justice  completely  on  our  side.  He  would, 
by  no  act  of  our^  implicaie  the  aation  in  a  war 
we  could  not  defend  before  the  world*  He  should 
deprecaie  a  war,  he  said,  with  Spain,  because  it 
would  deprive .  us  of  the  best  customer  we  havf . 
We  now  supply  Old  Spain  with  great  quantities 
of  rice  and  cotton,  and,  since  the  war  with  her 
colonies,  with  tobacco;  with  floor  to  a  great 
amount— 150.000  barrels  a  year  being  exported 
to  Havana  alone — and  with  all  the  products  of 
the  coootry.  She  was  one  of  the  best  eustomerft 
we  had,  he  said,  because  from  her  alone  could  we 
get  specie  in  return.  We  enjoy  a  free  trade  with 
Cuba,  and,  by  a  lata  order,  with  Vera  Cruz.  He 
did  not.  therefore,  desire  a  war  with  Spaiik  but 
he  would  not  shrink  from  a  war  with  her,  if  she 
gave  us  just  cause  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  went  on  to  reply  to  tho  objections  to 
this  bklL  He  showed  that,  without  this  third  sec- 
tion, the  *iws  might  be  evaded;  that  the  Uaited 
States  sustained  creat  iaiury  by  the  violation  of 
this  law,  by  the  loss  of  her  seamen,  (as  well  aa 
by  violations  of  iu  neutrality,)  of  whom  he  spoke 
greatly  within  bounds,  in  saying  that  there  were 
two  thousand  employed  in  these  expeditions,  and 
forever  lost  to  the  service  of  the  countrjr ;  tbm 
raising  the  price  of  labor,  and  greatly  ininring  the 
fair  commerce  and  navigating  interest  of  thecooar- 
try,  as  he  showed  by  plain  and  practical  illusira- 
tiooSi  Th^  mere  whim  of  the  collector  was  not 
to  be  sufficient  ground  for  reqntring  bonds ;  but, 
if  he  saw  a  v^osel  requiring  twelve  hinds  to  work 
her  taking  a  hundred  on  board,  or  equally  susp»> 
clone  circumstaacet,  then  he  was  to  act^  dko.  As 
to  the  undefinable  nature  of  "  neutral  obligations,^ 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  bond  wan  not  to  be  siven  in  thiic 
form ;  but  that  said  vessel  shall  not  be  emplOYcd 
in  cruising,  4k*,  ayahHt  the  vessels  of  any  ioreiga 
Power  at  peace  with  (he  United  States ;  in  which 
there  was  no  great  hardship.  Mr.  S.  repeated  hia 
explanation,  that  this  bill  would  in  no  wise  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  munitions  of  war,  dbc,  if 
merchants  chose  to  take  that  risk  upon  theai- 
selves.  As  to  the  execution  of  the  law  at  New 
Orleans,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  only  stata  one  fact, 
that  a  privateer,  fitted  out  in  that  port,  which  had 
gone  out  refusing  to  pay  its  pilot,  or  to  come  to 
at  the  Balize,  bad  taken  two  Spanish  vessels 
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within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  eoming 
up  to  New  Orleans;  thus  violating  the  neotrality 
01  the  United  States,  and  depririog  New  Orleans 
of  the  advantage  of  that  commerce. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  Baltimore 
deserved  all  the  character  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  bad  flatteringly  ascribed  to  her. 
Her  people  were  enterprising,  it  is  true,  and  had 
some  of  them,  perhapa»  enga^^ed  in  these  ezpedi* 
tions,  but  they  were  also  going  on  elsewhere,  al- 
though more  secretly  than  in  Baltimore.  The 
commissioner  from  the  Spanish  provinces,  when 
he  had  come  here,  came  with  his  pockets  fall  of 
commissions,  which  had  been  given  to  all  who 
would  have  theon^  To  some  these  voyages  bad 
been  profitable,  thooffh  to  others  not  so  much  so. 
.A  man,  seeing  a  profitable  business  carried  on  by 
his  neighbor,  not  checked  bv  the  Government, 
was  apt  to  suppose  that,  in  following  his  example, 
he  was  not  acting  against  the  wish  of  the  Ezecu- 
tive.  They  would  have  been  convinced  to  the 
contrsry,  by  the  Executive  Message  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  had  no  doubt  would  act  accordingly. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH,  in  order  to  obviate  some  of  the 
objections  against  the  third  section,  moved  so  to 
amend  it  as  to  apply  to  vessels,  only,  ^  of  which 
'  the  cargo  shall  principally  consist  of  arms  and 
'  munitions  of  war,  when  the  number  of  men  vhip- 
'  ped  on  board,  or  other  circumstances,  shall  ren- 
'  derit  probable  that  there  is  an  intention  to  violate 
'  the  neutral  obligations  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  F.  referred  to  the  provisions  of  former  laws 
to  show  that  there  was  nothing  novel  in  this  pro- 
vision. In  reply  to  the  suggestion  that  the  power 
proposed  to  be  granted  to  collectors  was  too  ex- 
tensive, Mr.  F.  said,  that  Congress,  acting  at  all 
on  this  subject,  could  only  do  one  of  two  things: 
expressly  forbid  vessels  going  out  of  the  United 
States  without  hoods,  or  else  give  a  discretion- 
ary power  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  The 
object  of  the  provision  objected  to,  was  not  to 
distress,  but  to  benefit,  the  owners  of  ship»--to 
lirevent  their  being  subject  to  unnecessary  restric- 
tions. It  was  not  going  so  fhr  as  Congress  went 
in  the  act  of  1805,  which  Mr.  F.  quoted,  and 
which  required  that  no  vessel,  armed  or  provided 
with  the  means  of  being  armed,  should  be  allowed 
to  go  to  sea  without  giving  bond,  dx:.  If  any 
other  provision  than  that  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee would  be  effectual  for  the  object  in  view, 
the  committee  had  not  discovered  it. 

Mr.  F.  congratulated  the  House  on  the  view  of 
this  subject  which  had  been  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana.  This  was,  be  said,  (as  that 
gentleman  had  represented  it,)  a  simple  question 
of  internal  policy — whether  we  ought  or  ought 
not  to  carry  into  effect  our  own  laws.  The  clsfms 
of  Spain  on  our  justice  or  honor,  or  the  meritt:  of 
the  contest  between  her  and  her  colonies,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  We  have  laws  alreadv  in 
existence  (such  as  all  civilized  nations  have)  to 
restrain  unauthorized  military  expeditions.  The 
President,  whose'  duty  it  was  to  execute  these 
laws,  had  informed  the  House  that  the  provisions 
of  these  laws  were  not  sufllcient.  The  simple 
quesuon  is,  then,  is  the  law  defective,  or  not  ?    If 


it  is,  the  defect  ought  to  be  remedied.  If  the  Viw 
be  not  defective,  the  defect  is  in  the  execotioa  of 
the  law,  and  the  blame  ought  to  rest  oo  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  for  not  eaosing^  it  to 
be  executed.  But,  Mr.  F.  said,  if  he  aniferscooi 
the  subject,  the  law  was  defective,  and  the  defect 
ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  F.  begged  gentlemen  to  bewni«  how  thef 
indulged  their  feelings  oo  this  subject,  at  ibe  ex- 
pense of  the  laws  of  their  own  coontry.  It  was 
no  sufficient  answer,  when  the  law  of  the  eomi- 
try  was  violated,  that  it  was  rig^it,  oo  aeceuot  of 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  justice  bf  any  fomra 
Power.  If  this  were  allowed,  the  door  woaUw 
open  to  every  excess  on  every  pretence.  Layi^ 
out  of  this  case  the  odious  character  which'  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States  woatd  neceot' 
rily  incur,  if  these  things  were  permitted  widi 
impunity,  and  viewine  this  as  a  mattn*  of  simple 
internal  regulation,  the  principle  was  already 
established  in  our  laws;  and  the  qnesiioo  was^ 
whether  the  fault  of  the  non-exeeattoo  of  the  is  ws 
should  rest  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  legislative  body.  For  his  (part,  Mr.  F.  add- 
ed, he  was  disposed  to  ^et  rid  of  it. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Robuit* 
SON,  to  strike  out  of  Mr.  FonnrrB's  proposed 
amendment  the  words  "  or  other  circvmstnnees," 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  third  section,  and  decided  in  the  negative*— 
ayes  50,  noes  90  or  100. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  should  rise,  and  report  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Tlat,  of  Kentucky,  (the  Speaker,)  availed 
himself  oi  the  only  opportunity  which  remained 
to  him,  as  it  was  proposed  that  the  Committee 
should  now  rise  and  report  the  bjil,  co  offer  to  its 
consideration  a  few  obsserva tions.  As  long  as  the 
GKivernment  abstained  from  taking  any  part  in 
the  contest  now  carrying  on  in  the  Southern  part 
of  tills  Continent,  it  wss  unquestionably  its  doty 
to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality.  On  that  point, 
there  was  and  could  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  overlooked,  that  the 
two  parties  stood  at  this  Government  on  oneqonl 
ground.  One  of  them  had  aa  accredited  Minister 
here  to  watch  over  its  interest!)  and  to  reoaonstrate 
against  any  acts  of  which  it  might  complain ; 
whilst  the  other,  being  wholly  unrepresented,  had 
ao  organ  throngh  which  to  communicate  its  griev- 
ances. 'This  inequality  of  condition  in  the  con- 
tendiag  parlies  imposed  upon  us  the  duty  of  great 
circumspection  and  prudence  in  what  we  might 
do.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RLr- 
dolpb)  had  indeed  contended,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Sbabpk  )  that  the 
doctrine  of  neutrality  had  no  application  to  the 
case  because  one  party  was  not  recognised  by  this 
Government.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  whenever  a  war 
exists,  whether  between  two  indepeodent  Sutes, 
or  between  parts  of  a  common  Bmnire,  he  knew 
of  but  two  relations  in  which  other  Powers  could 
stand  towards  the  belligerents?  the  one  was  that 
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of  Dentralirv,  and  ihe  other,  Ihat  of  a  bellifferaoi. 
He  hoped  the  genclemaa  from  Vlrgiaia  did  oot 
mean  to  cooteod  (what  would  Mem  to  be  a  con- 
sequeoce  of  his  opinion)  that  we  were  a  party  to 
the  war,  and  ao  ally  of  Old  Spain  against  her 
colonies. 

Being  then  in  a  state  of  neutralitjr  respecting 
the  contest,  and  boond  to  maintain  it,  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  prorisions  of  the  bill  were 
necessary  (o  the  performance  of  that  duty.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  we  ha7e  an  existing  law 
directed  against  armaments,  such  as  are  described 
In  the  bill.  That  lav  was  passed  in  1794.  It  was 
Intended  to  preserFe  our  neutrality  in  the  contest 
between  France  and  her  enemies.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  passed  must  be  yet 
fresh  in  our  recollection.  The  French  revolu- 
tion had  excited  an  universal  enthusiasm  in  the 
cause  of  liberty.  The  flame  reached  this  coun- 
try, and  spread  with  electric  rapidity  throughout 
the  Continent.  There  was  not  a  Sute,  couuty, 
city,  or  village,  exempted  from  it.  An  ardent 
disposition  to  enter  into  the  conflict,  on  the  side 
}f  France,  was  everywhere  felt.  General  Wasb- 
[NOTON  thought  it  the  interest  of  this  country  to 
'emain  neutral,  and  the  law  of  1794  was  enacted 
;o  restrain  our  citixens  from  taking  part  in  the 
rontest.  If  that  law  had  been  eflTvctual  to  pre- 
lerve  the  neutrality  of  this  country  daring  the 
(tormy  period  of  the  French  revolution,  we  ought 
;o  pause  before  we  assent  to  the  adoption  of  new 
)enaliie8  and  provisions.  If  the  law  did  not  reach 
he  case,  (which  he  understood  to  be  doabiful, 
rom  some  Judicial  decisions,)  he  was  willing  to 
egislaie  so  uir  as  to  make  it  comprehend  it.  Fur- 
her  than  that,  aa  at  prez^ent  advised,  he  was  not 
billing  to  go. 

But  the  present  bill  not  onlv  went  further, 
lUt,  in  his  judgment,  conjained  provisions  not 
emanded  of  u^  by  our  neutral  duties.  It  con- 
ftioed  two  principles  not  embraced  by  the  law 
f  1794.  The  first  was,  the  requisition  of  a  boud 
rom  the  owners  of  armed  vessels,  that  pertfonv 
0  whom  they  might  sell  those  vessels  should 
lot  use  them  in  the  contest.  The  second  was  the 
»ower  vested  in  the  collectors  to  seize  and  deuin. 
inder  certain  circumstances,  any  such  vessels. 
4ow,  with  regard  to  the  first  provision,  it  was 
lot  deemed  that  an  armed  veasel  may  be  lawfully 
old  by  an  American  citizen  to  a  foreign  subject, 
»ther  than  a  subject  of  Spain.  But  on  what 
ground  is  it  possible,  then,  to  maintain  that  it  is 
he  duty  of  the  American  citizen  to  become  re- 
ponsible  for  the  subsequent  use  which  may  be 
nade  of  such  vessel  by  the  foreign  subject  ?  We 
ire  bound  to  take  care  that  our  own  citizens  do 
lot  violate  our  neutrality,  but  we  are  under  no 
nch  obligation  as  it  respecu  the  subjects  of  lor* 
jgQ  Powers*  It  is  the  business  of  those  foreign 
lowers  to  guard  the  conduct  of  their  own  subjfcts. 
f  it  be  true,  as  he  had  heard  it  asserted,  that  Fell's 
?oint  exhibits  an  activity  in  hostile  preparatiun, 
lot  surpassed  during  the  late  war,  we  had  enough 
o  do  with  our  own  citizens,  li  was  not  incuiu 
[»ent  upon  us,  as  a  QfUtral  Power,  to  provide, after 
legal  sale  had  beea  made  of  an  armed  r esse!  to 


a  foreign  subject,  against  an  illegal  use  of  the 
vessel. 

With  respect  to  the  other  provision. Mr.  C. ad- 
mitted that  the  Executive  ouj^ht,  perhapn,  to  be 
vested  with  the  power  of  detaining  vessels  fitted 
out  in  our  ports  with  the  intent  to  be  employed 
in  the  existing  war.  But  he  thought  the  provi- 
sion went  too  far.  in  vesting  any  collector  with 
such  power,  under  any  circumstances  which 
might,  in  his  judgment,  amount  to  a  suspicion  of 
such  intent.  Abuse  was  too  incidental  to  a  power 
so  vested.  A  vessel  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans^ 
for  example,  really  intended  for  a  lawful  voyage, 
but  which  unfortunately  might  incur  the  suspi- 
cion of  the  collector,  was  subject  to  detention 
until  the  pleasure  or  the  President  be  known, 
unless  the  owner  gave  bond,  which  he  miffht  not 
have  in  his  power  to  give,  and  which  Mr.  C. 
trusted  he  had  shown  our  neutral  duties  did  not 
enjoin  us  to  demand.  Before  the  pleasure  of  the 
President  is  communicated,  although  it  may  be 
favorable  to  the  owner,  the  voyage  is  defeated, 
and  the  cargo,  from  the  nature  of  the  commodi- 
ties of  which  it  consist^  and  of  the  climate,  per- 
ishes ! 

But,  gentlemen  have  contended  that  this  bill 
ought  to  be  considered  as  intended  merely  to  en- 
force our  own  lawa-^as  a  municipal  regulation, 
having  no  relation  to  the  war  now  existing.  It 
was  impossible  to  deceive  ourselves,  Mr.  G.  said, 
as  to  the  true  character  of  the  measure.  Bestow 
on  it  what  denomination  von  please,  disguise  it  aa 
you  may,  it  is  a  Uiw,  and  will  be  understood  bj 
the  whole  world  as  a  law,  to  discountenance  any 
aid  being  given  to  the  South  American  coloniea 
in  a  state  of  revolution  against  the  parent  country. 
With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  struggle,  Mr* 
C.  had  not  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  express  hia 
opinion  and  his  wishes.  Another  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  SasFrfiT,)  had  said 
the  peuple  of  South  America  were  incapable,  from 
the  ignorance  and  superstition  which  prevail 
among  them,  of  achieving  independence  or  enjoy- 
ing liberty.  And  to  what  cause  is  that  ignorance 
and  superstition  owing.  Was  it  not  to  the  vices 
of  their  Qovernment;  to  the  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion, hierarchical  and  political,  under  which  thejf 
groaned  1  If  Spain  succeedea  in  rivetting  theu 
chains  upon  them  would  not  that  ignorance  end 
superstition  be  perpetuated  ?  In  the  event  of  that 
success,  he  feared  the  time  never  would  arrive 
when  the  good  wishes  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  be  conciliated  in  behalf  of 
that  oppressed  and  suffering  people.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  wished  their  independence.  It 
was  the  first  step  towards  improving  their  condi- 
tion. Let  them  have  frte  government,  if  thej 
be  capable  of  enjoying  it ;  but  let  them  have,  at 
all  events,  independence.  Tes,  from  the  inmost 
rece:»s  of  my  soul,  I  wish  them  independence.  I 
may  be  accused  of  an  imprudent  utterance  of  mjr 
feelings  on  this  occasion — I  care  not;  when  the 
independence,  the  happiness,  the  liberty  of  a 
wnole  people  U  at  stake,  and  that  people  our 
neighbors,  our  brethren,  occupying  n  portion  of 
the  aame  Continent|  imitating  our  cx>mj[>le  and 
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ptrtieipatioff  of  the  Mme  sympathies  with  our* 
selres,  I  wiu  boldijr  arow  my  feelings  and  mv 
wishes  in  their  behalf,  eren  at  the  hazard  of  such 
an  imputation.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  S^itb)  tells  as  that  Spain  is  one 
of  our  best  customers,  that  we  trade  with  her  col- 
onies, send  ovr  flour  to  Cuba,  our  tobacco  and 
rice  to  Old  Spain,  and  obtain  specie  in  return. 
How  long,  let  me  ask  that  honorable  gentleman, 
should  we  be  able  to  make  these  mercantile  spec- 
ulations (do  they  deserve  to  be  taken  into  the 
account)  after  the  colonies  are  subdued  ? 

But,  notwithstanding  the  feelings  which  he 
cherished  on  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  Mmitted  that 
it  became  us  noc  to  exhibit  the  spectacle  of  a 
people  at  war  and  a  QoTernment  at  peace.  We 
oughl  to  perform  our  neutral  duties,  whilst  we 
are  neutral,  without  regard  to  the  unredressed  in- 

i'uries  inflicted  upon  us  by  Old  Spain,  on  the  one 
land,  or  to  the  glorious  object  or  the  struggle  of 
the  South  American  patriots  on  the  other*  We 
ought  to  render  strict  justice,  and  no  more.  If 
the  bill  on  the  table  were  limited  to  that  object 
he  would  vote  for  it.  But  he  thought  it  went 
further^— that  it  assumed  duties  which  we  were 
not  bound  to  fblfil,  and  thinking  so  he  could  not 
in  its  present  shape  gire  to  it  his  assent. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  followed  Mr.  Clat.-^Rc  said, 
that  that  gentleman  had,  in  the  outset  of  his  re- 
marks^  furnished  an  answer  to  his  whole  preced- 
ing argument,  which,  if  not  an  abortion  from  its 
Mrth,  was,  the  gentlemen  would  excuse  him  for 
saying,  strictly .^2o  detti  He  had  listened  to  the 
gentleman  with  that  attention  which  be  erer 
nked  to  pay  to  him.  He  had  laid  down  two  prin- 
ciples at  the  commencement  of  his  argument  ut- 
terly fatal  to  the  whole  superstructure :  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  presetre  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  ex- 
isting contest;  but  that  these  colonies  and  this 
parent  country^unnatural,  said  Mr.  R.,as  I  allow 
It  to  have  been ;  I  do  not  stand  on  this  floor  as  the 
eulogist  of  Spain ;  I  am  ao  advocate  of  the  doc- 
trines or  of  the  country  of  the  Inquisition  i  I  was 
bred  a  Whig  and  a  Republican,  and  I  shall  die 
one— that  these  parties  are  on  an  unequal  foot- 
ing, for  that  one  has  a  Minister  to  our  Court — 1 
may  say  Court,  for  we  have  all  the  essentials  of 
n  Court,  and  want  nothing  of  it  but  the  name — 
and  the  other  is  not  in  a  situation  to  make  any 
representation  of  her  wrongs.  Did  not  this  set- 
tle the  question,  Mr.  R.  asked— did  it  not  finish 
it?  How  came  the  latter  part^  in  such  a  situ- 
ation ?  How  came  the  rerolutionists,  these  pa- 
triots, raise  them,  if  gentlemen  would,  to  the  pa- 
triots of  old— put  them  on  a  footing  with  Aristides 
or  Thrasybulos — how  came  the^  in  that  relation 
to  the  mother  country?  {n  stating  that  fhct,  the 
gentleman  had  given  up  the  position  which  com- 
manded bis  whole  argument:  it  was  no  longer 
tenable  \  there  was  a  commanding  ground  above 
it.  Mr.  R.  pursued  this  idea  further,  contending 
that  it  is  because  we  are  neutral  to  Spain,  that 
we  are  also  neutral  as  to  her  colonies,  taking  the 
view  and  color  of  our  relation  to  Old  Spain.  Our 
Government  did  not  entertain  a  BAintster  from 
the  colonies— and  why  ?  Because  it  did  not  choose 


to  acknowledge  them  \  beeanse  tlM  Oovemmcat 
did  not  feel  in  this  respect  as  the  hooorable  gen- 
tleman felt,  and  therefore  did  not  ace  ma  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  would,  were  it  in  liia  power. 
The  House  would  recollect  well,  when  tbe  very 
individual  who  now  stood  here  as  the  aeeierficetf 
Minister  of  Spain,  was  rejected  by  this  Qovera* 
meat  when  producing  credentials  from  Spain 
"  in  revolution"  aoainst  the  EmpercN'  of  France, 
or  rather  against  the  pnppet  who  had  been  plaeed 
by  him  on  the  throne  of  Castile  and  €»f  Arragon. 
On  the  same  grounds^  Mr.  R.  preanned  the  Gov* 
emment  now  refused  to  receive  a  Minister  from 
the  colonies,  because  they  were  incapable  of  ce^ 
tain  acts  of  a  politial  nature.  And  it  was  because 
the  parties  stood  on  this  unequal  footing,  that  the 
obligations  to  neutrality  were  of  greater  force  oa 
this  country,  ^. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman entirely,  that  it  was  highly  desirable  to 
the  whole  commerdal  and  civilised  world  ciiat 
these  colonies  should  be  no  longer  shoe  op — ao 
longer  hermetically  sealed  to  everything  bat  an 
annual  flotilla  from  Havana,  or  a  galleon  from 
Acapolco.  But  that  was  noc  now  the  question: 
but  it  was,  whether  a  law  should  pass  for  the  more 
complete  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  one  of  those  old* 
fashioned  politicians  who  never  had,  and  never 
would,  act  abstractedly — and,  tf  there  were  do 
case  requiring  it,  he  would  not  eneombcT  the 
statute  book  with  this  act.  But  the  ease  has  oc- 
curred, said  he;  we  all  know  it,  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  shut  oar  eyes  to  the  fact  oa  which,  in- 
deed, we  are  legislating. 

Mr.  R.  made  several  other  remarks,  amongst 
which  were  these.  There  was  not,  he  satd,  any 
sentiment  among  the  people  at  this  time— and 
the  expressions  of  opinion  from  all  qoarf  era  of  the 
House  warranted  him  in  saying  ic— lo  go  to  vrar 
with  Spain.  If  there  were  such  a  dlspoaitioift  ia 
his  breast,  he  should  unquestionably  vote  againat 
this  biU.  But,  in  doing  so^  he  should  not  bottooi 
bis  vote  on  the  iqjnries  sustained  by  tbe  United 
States  from  Spain,  nor  on  spoliationa  commicted 
by  French  vessels  fitted  out  in  Spanish  ports^— 
those  which  had  been  once  a  subject  of  diaeaasioa 
between  us  and  Spain.  Mr.  R.  said  he  thougbt, 
with  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  the  Home  ought 
not  to  enter  into  the  question — for  a  reason  as- 
signed by  the  Speaker,  and  fbr  another:  that, 
that  transaction,  whenever  sifted,  wonld  be  feond 
to  have  been  highly  disgracelhl  to  all  three  of  tiie 
parties.  Prance,  Spain,  and  the  United  States— 
and,  althoudi  no  keeper  of  the  repoution  of 
France  or  of  Spain,  he  was  not  willing  to  have 
the  whole  facts  spread  before  the  world  now, 
when  they  would  be  of  no  service,  hot  wveM 
serve  to  degiade  the  American  GoTemmeet. 
This  quarrel  with  Spain,  he  said,  had  ieea 
brousht  up  and  laid,  as  it  suited  the  €k>veraBienry 
at  difibrent  times,  dbc,  and  intimated  that  it  wan 
not  worth  while  to  bring  it  into  this  diaeussiott, 
for  more  reasons  than  because  it  did  not  eater 
into  thequestion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  GnoavBNOR'  oMide  a  few  remarka  in  reply 
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to  a  part  of  Mr;  Clay's  remarks,  wherein  he 
denied  theobligfation  imposed  on  the  Goyernment 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  to 
compel  its  citizens  to  give  bonds  that  they  will 
not  violate  its  neutrality.  If  the  laws  of  neutral- 
ity, which  it  was  admitted  the  nation  was  boand 
to  enforce,  conld  not  be  execoted  in  any  other 
way,  it  certainly  became  the  duty  of  the  Untied 
States,  Mr.  G.  argued,  to  adopt  that  course  to 
which  the  Speaker  had  objected. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  explanation,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rejoined,  each  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Wbioht  made  a  few  other  remarks  on  the 
bill.  He  wished,  he  said,  it  could  be  traced  to  its 
source.  He  belieyed  it  woald  be  found  that  it 
bad  its  origin  in  treason  and  disaffection,  and 
came  from  men  whose  derotion  to  kindly  gor- 
ernments,  and  hostility  to  RepuMican  principles, 
had  induced  them  to  opnose  the  American  Rero- 
Itttion,  and  who  would  now  rejoice  to  commit 
to  conflagration  that  constellation  of  worthies 
^pointing  to  Colonel  TrumbttlFs  painting  of  the 
signature  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.) 
The  acts  of  1794  and  1797  went  far  enough  for 
my  necessary  purpose,  and  he,  therefore,  hoped 
Ibis  hill  would  be  rejected  altogether. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
:o  the  House. 


Saturday,  January  25. 

Mr.  CuuiDinmii  pfcaeated  a  petition  of  EUlaha 
i^hittLesey,  praying  that  eighteen  thousand  acres 
€  Iwad,  lyinug  at  or  iielur  the  mouth  of  Carrying 
KYer,  on  Lake  Erie,  may  be  granted  to  him  and 
lis  associates,  upon  their  completing  a  ifood  aod 
affieieat  canal  tram  the- mouth  of  said  riTtr  into 
Sandusky  bay  on  said  lake.*<^Relerred  to  the 
/onsmtttee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  LtOWNDia,  from  the  Commitiee  of  Ways 
nd  oaeans,  to  which  were  referred  the  petitions 
f  Sz«kiel  Williams,  John  Heard,  John  M.  Hen- 
dricks, Kdwin  Spafford,  and  Archibald  Hayes. 
Sphraim  Jones,  and  John  Full,  reported  a  bill 
luhoriziog  tl»e. Secretary  of  the  Tseasury  to  re- 
sit the  duties  therein  mentioDed;  which  was 
sad  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
he  Whole  oq  the  bill  supplemeaiairy  to  an  act 
^roYiding  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned -for 
lebta  due  to  the  United  Statca. 

Mr.  Lowmubs,  from  the  same  committee,  re-, 
lorted  a  bill  respecting  the  assessment  and  col- 
ection  of  the  direct  tax ;  which  was  read  twice, 
Lod  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ID  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  ivdemption 
»f  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  LowMDia  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
he  d«posttr  of  the  papers  of  foreign  vessels  with 
he  Consul  or  their  respectire  nations ;  which 
raa  read  twice, and  committed  to  theOommittee 
»f  tbe  Whole  last  mentioned.    . 

Mr.  RoDBaTSOif,  from  the  Committee  en  the 
?ablic  Lands,  to  which  were  referred  the  rcso- 
utioBs  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of 
Silisaouri  and  the  resolutions  of  the  11th  and  19th 
iltinao,  mada  a  lefwrt  thereon,  which  was  read ; 


when,  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  making  proYiston 
for  the  establishment  of  additional  land  oifices, 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claims  to  town  and  Yilkge  lots 
therein ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RpaaBTaoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
<'for  the  relief  of  William  Bdwards.^  repocted 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  tlie  bill  w«s 
committed  to  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  Inobaii,  from  the  Commtttae  on  the  -Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Ameriean  Bible  Society ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FoBBTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreini 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  acts  for  the 
goTeramettt  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchant  aerrice,  add  for  the  relief  of  distressed 
and  destitute  Americati  seamen  in  foreign  ports; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  biU  eon- 
cerniog  the  naYigation  of  the  United  Stttes. 

Oraeredf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
ftifs,  be  discharged  from  a  further  coasideratloa 
of  tbe  petitions  of  the  merehants  of  Norfolk,  New- 
boryport,  and  Alexandria,  and  that  leaire  be  giYta 
to  withdraw  the  same. 

Mr.  Batbhan,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  regnkte  the  laying 
out  aod  making  a  road  from  the  Ohio  riYcr,  op- 
posite where  the  Cumberland  road  strikes  that 
riYer,  to  the  State  of  Indiana ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole. 

Mr.  Calboow,  from  the  committee  to  whidi 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  tbe  Senate^  to 
employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute 
certain  paintings,  reported  the  same  witlMOt 
amendment ;  and  the  resolution  was  ooounitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  WaiOBT  submitted  the  folbwi^g  resoln* 
tion,  which  was  read,  considered,  and  rejected  fay 
the  House : 

Reaohed,  That  a  conunittee  be  appointed  to  in^tuna 
into  the  expediency  of  relienog  sueh  dtiiens  ss  haf« 
had  their  proper^  destroyed,  or  so  oeeupied  by  the 
enemy,  as  to  reader  the  same  unproitaUe,  so  fiur  at 
least  as  relates  to  their  taxes,  or  soeh  other  relisf  as 
they  May  think  proper,  and  ,to  devise  eaeh  mesns  of 
obtaining  correct  inlbrmaiion,  so  that  the  pablk  n«j 
be  secnied  tirom  imposition,  and  the  real  anffinvn 


BILL  FOB  ENFOBCING  NEUTBALXTF. 

The  House  haYiag  tfone  through  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  tl^  hill  by  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole-^aad  the  question  being  stated  oa 
ordering  the  bill  to  he  engrossed  for  a  thiid 
reading, 

.  Mr.  Pasbib  tnoYed  to  strike  oiu  the  third 
section. 

This  motion  was  zealously  opposed  by  Mr. 
FoBOYTB,  who  cootended  that  in  regard  to  wuj 
eftct  contemplated  from  tfie  bill  on  the  cause  of 
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the  South  America  pairiou,  the  rejecUeo  of  the 
bill  would  not  benefit,  nor  its  passege  injure  thet 
cause.  For  the  success  of  the  patriots,  he  pro- 
fessed the  best  wishes;  but  tneir  cause  had 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  this  question.  Those, 
he  said,  who  espoused  that  cause  so  warmljr  on 
this  occasion,  ought  to  lay  a  proposition  to  that 
effect  on  the  table,  and  let  it  be  uirl^  discussed ; 
but  the  honor  and  good  (With  of  to  is  country 
would  not  permit  its  laws  to  be  evaded  and  its 
aeutrality  violated  by  interested  individuals  with- 
out an  attempi  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Mr.  PAuaia  supported  this  motion  with  much 
earnestness.  He  saw  no  neeessityVor  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  he  was  averse  to  throwing  unne- 
cessary obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  patriots  of  the 
South,  whose  success  had  the  warmest  wishes  of 
his  soul. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  He  argued  that  it  was  necessary  to 
restrain  illeffal  practices  which,  if  indulged,  would 
involve  us  ultimately  in  a  war  with  Spain,  which, 
if  il  occurred,  would  end,  no  one  could  tell  where, 
and  possibIy,jf  not  probably,  would  lead  to  a  war 
with  other  nations. 

Mr.  Jbwbtt  thought  the  third  section  might  be 
amended,  but  he  would  vote  for  it  as  it  was, 
rather  than  destroy  the  vital  principle  of  a  mea- 
sure so  important  to  the  character  of  this  country 
as  the  proposed  bill,  which  he  advocated  as  a 
measure  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  good 
faith  among  nations,  which  should  never  be  com- 
promitted  to  indulgeprivate  feelings  or  temporary 
gratifications;  and  that  no  nation  was  more  inter- 
ested in  strictly  abstaining  from  interference  in 
the  administration  of  other  Qovernments,  and  of 
observing  rigidly  the  maxim  of  doing  unto  others 
as  we  would  wish  them  to  do  to  us. 

Mr.  Calbodii  expressed,  in  common  with  other 

Sratlemen,  his  good  wishes  of  the  cause  of  the 
onth  American  colonies  against  the  mother 
country  ;  but  that  such  wishes  would  never  influ- 
ence him  topermit  a  violation  of  our  neutral  ob- 
ligations. The  provision  under  discussion,  how- 
ever, he  thought  poshed  the  restrictions  further 
than  those  obligations  required — that  he  looked 
on  armed  vessels  as  much  articles  of  trade  as 
munitions  of  war,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  make 
our  citizens  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  those 
who  purchased  their  vessels.  -All  that  could 
be  done,  and  what  appeared  necessarv,  was  to 
vequire  Dond  of  the  purchaser  that  he  would 
not  violate  the  neutrality  of  this  country — fur- 
ther he  could  not  go  in  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  alluded  to  the  nature  of  the  contest 
existing  in  the  Spanish  provinces,  acknowledged 
that  its  analogy  to  our  own  situation  in  '76  enlist- 
ed our  sympatbies^-but  all  that  could  be  expected 
of  us  by  the  patriots  was,  that  we^  being  neutral, 
should  do  nothing  to  weaken  their  efforts  or  in- 
jure their  cause. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  spoke  in  support  of  the 
bilL  He  condemned  the  policy  of  following  the 
example  of  European  countries,  in  winking  at 
practices  which  they  pretend  to  prohibit,  and  in 
favor,  so  long  as  we  professed  aenuality,  of  act- 


ing in  good  faith,  and  compelliog  cor  citixins 
strictly  to  conform  to  the  neutral  obii^aiioas  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  HopKiNBON  said  that  the  late  debate  w 
the  compensation  law  had  so  exhausted  thetepitii 
of  the  House,  that  the  present  bill  was  reeeired 
yesterdav  with  coldness  and  indifference.  He 
was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  the  House  benn 
to  be  awakened  to  the  importance  of  the  subject 
under  discussion,  one  of  the  most  important  that 
had  ever  come  before  the  House,  and  the  deeist'oa 
of  which  deeply  concerned  the  honor  and  safety 
of  the  nation.  The  sobiect,  Mr.  H.  said,  had  ui> 
trinsie  difficulties.  Whenever  the  peace  of  the 
nation  requires  the  rights  of  the  citizens  to  be 
restrained,  the  difficulty  which  arises  is  to  strike 
that  point  which  will  attain  the  object  with  as 
little  inconvenience  as  possiUe  to  the  citizen. 
That  point  must  in  some  degree  be  a  matter  of 
opinion— ihongh, in  restrictive  measures^  ooconn- 
trjf  had  more  experience  than  our  own.  Mr.  H. 
adverted  to  the  former  restrictive  policy  of  t&e 
Government,  and  the  discontent  which  had  been 
encountered  by  the  various  acts  to  enforce  il^and 
into  the  success  of  which  it  was  now  unnecessary 
to  inquire.  Another  difficttlty,  Mr.  H.  said,  pre- 
sented itself  in  this  case,  that  every  reflation 
adopted  would  operate,  as'  the  sun  shines^  on  the 
just  as  well  as  the  unjust,  on  those  who  wish  not 
to  infringe  the  laws  as  on  those  who  do.  What, 
said  he,  is  incumbent  on  a  wise  Legislature  in 
such  a  case  ?  To  produce  the  desired  effect  by 
all  means  bearing  a  fair  proportion  to  the  object 
to  be  attained,  and  witnin  their  legitimate  au- 
thority. By  the  bill  before  you,  what,  Mr.  H. 
asked,  is  the  result  presented  to  the  judgment  of 
the  House  ?  The  evil  complained  of  is  not  de- 
nied; a  crying  sin  threatens  ro  brin^  upon  us 
disgrace  and  the  horrors  of  war,  if  the  Gorenft- 
ment  do  not  exert  ail  its  powers  to  prevent  iu 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  forein 
nations  had  a  right  to  require  of  us  impossibili- 
ties ;  but  a  foreign  nation  had  a  right  to  require 
us,  professing  to  be  nentral,  to  prevent  our  citi- 
zens fVom  embarking  in  a  quarrel  between  her 
and  her  colonies:  the  quarrel  aowaliuded  to  was 
between  Spain  and  her  colonies ;  on  that  poiat 
he  found  no  difference  of  opinion.  In  the  present 
case,  however  desirous  for  the  success  of  the  col- 
onies gentlemen  had  ^pressed  themselves,  he 
found  none,  speaking  in  their  legUlative,  oflocial 
capacity,  who  doubted  the  country  ought  co  kf 
its  hand  on  its  citizens  and  prevent  them  {toxsl 
aiding  either  party  in  the  contesL  All  agree  as 
to  what  foreign  Governments  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  us;  the  difficulty  is  about  the  mesos 
by  which  we  shall  perform  this  duty.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  say  nothing  of  the  nature  of  \his 
struggle ;  he  would  neither  callthem  patriots  oor 
rebels;  he  knew  them  only  as  two  parties  at  war, 
and  what  was  or  had  been  the  connexioa  be- 
tween them,  formed  no  part  of  this  question. 
There  was  in  the  law  of  nations  no  difference 
between^ur  duty  in  this  ease  and  in  a  war  be- 
tween any  other  belligerents;  he  considered  it 
precisely  as  he  should  «  war  between  8paia  and 
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Portag&l,  SpuQ  and  Bogland,  or  Hiiy  oiber  two 
Powers,  and  our  duty  required  Ibat  we  should 
observe  a  strict  neutrality  between  them,  to  wait 
the  result,  and  take  op  the  eoocf ueror  as  the  legit- 
imate aucbority.  Of  the  contest  referred  to,  fif r. 
H.  said,  from  all  he  had  seen,  it  appeared  more 
like  a  war  between  rival  chiefs,  to  serve  prirate 
views,  and  promising  no  great  or  general  good. 
In  no  such  war,  nor  in  any  war,  would  be  eon- 
sent  to  embark,  unless  be  saw  advantages  soffi* 
eient  to  juisdff  it ;  for  that,  he  should  always  wait 
for  information  from  his  own  Qovernment,  and 
M)  long  as  the  Government  said  we  must  be  neu- 
tral, he  would  not  listen  to  who  were  the  parties 
It  war.  In  this  case,  Mr.  H.  said,  gentlemen 
}ugbt  to  consider  themselves  acting  for  a  neutral 
country  ;  and  if  it  be  our  policy  to  embark  in  the 
war,  let  it  be  done  legally  and  fairly,  and  not 
lecretly  and  piratically. 

The  next  question  to  be  considered,  Mr^  H. 
laid,  was,  what  was  deemed  by  the  law  of  na^ 
tions  a  violation  of  neutrality  ?  A  neutral  citi- 
Een  had  a  right,  he  said,  to  trade  with  a  bellige- 
'ent  in  arms  and  monitions  of  war,  if  he  chooses 
o  run  the  bayard  of  being  captured ;  the  bellige- 
ent  bad  been  satisfied  with  the  right  of  eonfisca- 
ing  the  contraband  property  goio^  to  his  enemy, 
f  taken,  and  bad  never  looked  lor  any  further 
emedy.  But  the  di&rence  between  trading  in 
Dunitiona  of  war  and  furnishing  armed  vessels 
tad  been  always  admitted  by  every  code  of  na- 
ional  law  ;  and  the  diflferenee,  Mr.  H.  said,  was 
erfectly  distinct,  well  known  and  established ; 
tecaase,  in  the  latter  case,  as  soon  as  you  permit 
our  citizens  to  assist  with  armed  ships,  you  take 
lari  in  the  war,  and  add  an  important  foree  to 
be  meana  of  the  other  party.  To  permit  this, 
tiereforey  Mr.  H.  contended,  was  unneutral  eon- 
Qct,  and  ought  to  be  prohibited.  To  justify  the 
ill,  he  then  adverted  to  the  public  manner  in 
rhich  ibis  illegal  trade  had  been  carried  on  in 
ome  of  our  ports,  in  which  every  preparation  on 
oard  had  been  made,  and  everything  done  to 
ive  vessels  a  belligerent  character,  but  to  raise 
be  flag  to  the  mast-bead ;  and  whilst  we  tolerate 
uch  violations  of  public  faith,  said  Mr.  H.,  will 
oi  every  nation  cry  out  against  us?  Or  can 
re,  he  said,  denounce  the  piracies  of  Algiers  and 
Tripoli,  while  buccaneers  beat  up  for  recruits  in 
he  streets  of  our  cities,  and  the  plunder  of  piracy 
s  pttblicly  sold  in  the  market  ?  A  private  armed 
hip  even  in  time  of  war  was  at  best  but  of  doubt- 
al  character;  but  one  which  sails  not  in  the 
ervice  of  its  own  country  was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  a  pirate.  Wbiie,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  we 
Dsist  on  other  nations  respecting  our  own  rights^ 
et  us  not  set  them  a  different  example,  and  add 
nfamy  to  the  dangerous  example.  The  plea  of 
veakoess-  in  the  complaining  party  was  no  argu* 
nent,  be  said,  to  iufluence  a  just  and  moral  na- 
ion  in  its  acts.  If  Spain  were  as  weak  as  an 
nfant,  and  we  as  strong  as  Hercules,  it  would 
tot  justify  the  slightest  departure  from  justice, 
lecause,  aside  from  our  moral  duty,  the  time 
ikigbt  come  when  the  example  would  recoil  upon 
)urseivea« 


But  we  have  been  told,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 

Iirovisions  of  this  bill  are  not  called  for  by  the 
aw  of  nations,  that  national  law  does  not  require 
us  to  place  our  citizens  under  bonds  for  their  good 
conduct.    Tbe  law  of  nations,  said  be,  enjoins  us 
to  keep  our  citizens  within  a  strict  neutrality; 
how  to  do  it  is  a  question  between  you  and  the 
citizen,  in  which  the  foreign  nation  does  not  iiw 
terfere.    If  in  1794  this  duty  was  fulfilled  by  the 
law  then  passed,  it  was  enough ;  but  if  in  1816^ 
the  observance  of  our  neutral  obligations  re- 
quires that  bonds  shall  be  given  by  the  citizen,  it 
must  be  done ;  tbe  whole  community  must  not  be 
endangered  by  the  acts  of  a  few  citizens ;  the 
community  is  bound  to  prevent  it,  and  whatever 
means  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
whole,  must  be  sustained  hj  a  part.    In  adopting 
these  means,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
inquire  whether  they  exceed  the  legitimate  ezer* 
cise  of  the  authority  of  the  Gkivernment ;  if  they 
do  not,  and  are  necessary  to  the  peace  of  the 
country,  it  is  a  suflkient  justification  of  them.    It 
bad  been  said  that  bonds  were  oppressive,  and 
were  not  imposed  in  similar  cases  by  other  na- 
tions.   Mr.  H.  affirmed  that  they  were  not  only 
imposed  by  other  nations,  bat  had  been  resorted 
to  by  our  own,  in  cases  tar  less  important.    At 
the  period  he  referred  to,  the  danger  now  urged, 
of  plaeing  so  much  power  in  tbe  bands  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  was  not  objected  to, 
though  the  power  then  was  much  more  dangerous 
and  oppressive.    That  time,  however,  ban  goner 
by,  Mr.  M.  said ;  he  had  lorgotten  it,  and  he 
meant  not  to  revive  unpleasant  feelings,  by  bring- 
ing it  now  into  view.    But,  said  he,  must  yoo 
prevent  the  commission  of  tbe  ofience,  or  wait 
until  the  act  be  committed,  when  punishment  is 
beyood  your  reacii  ?    Taka  the  case  of  common 
life,  he  said ;  if  a  man  is  seen  pursuing  his  busi- 
ness^ not  in  an  ordinary  way,  but  in  a  manner  to 
give  ground  of  suspicion  that  he  is  about  to  com- 
mit an  illegal  act,  is  be  not  arrested  and  measures 
taken  to  prevent    the  mischief  a((prehended  ? 
Eiete,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  tbe  porta  of  a  country  in 
profound  peace — no  enemy  known— a  citizen  is 
preparing  a  vessel  of  war,  and  carrying  out  a 
number  of  men,  greatly  beyond  what  are  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  navigation.    Can  it  be 
supposed  such  a  citizen  is  pursuing  a  lawful 
traffic?    Would  not  this  be  sufficient  to  say  to 
him.  Sir,  circumstances  warrant  me  in  the  belief 
that  you  mean  to  violate  the  law;  but,  if  an  in- 
nocent man,  tbe  security  you  must  give  will  not 
injure  you  ?    We  know  that  if  a  man  lay  before 
a  magistrate,  on  oath,  just  grounds  to  suspect 
harm,  personal  or  otherwise,  tbe  officer  is  bound 
to  require  bond  for  the  observance  of  the  peace. 
The  party  accused  could  not  say,  whom  have  I 
injured?— When  I  injure  any  one,  it  will  then 
be  time  enough  to  punish  me.    No,  it  is  the  pol- 
icy of  every  nation  lather  to  endeavor  to  prevent 
than  punish  offences. 

Mr.  H.  recited  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  to 
show  that  there  was  no  hardship  tn  tbe  means 
proposed  to  preveOt  citizens  from  porsuiog  a 
conduct  which  might  lead  the  nation  into  war* 
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When  ao  armed  ship,  under  present  eireomiCiin- 
ees,  sailed  out,  he  thought  there  was  good  reason 
to  presume  she  was  not  sent  to  seek  a  market,  hut 
dMt  she  was  hargained  for,  and  had  the  purchaser 
fully  ascertained,  and  that  her  dettfaatiod  is  to 
embark  in  the  war ;  indeed,  said  Mr.  H.,  she  coca 
ttot  out  with  the  intention  merely  to  embarK  in 
it,  bnt  takes  a  part  in  the  quarrel  from  the  mo- 
ment of  her  departure.  He  thought  if  the  sale 
•of  armed  Yessels  was  fair  at  sea,  it  was  equally  so 
in  port;  for  a  (oreifnet  might  come  into  port, 
purchase  the  materials,  and  hare  such  yessels 
tailt  as  would  answer  the  pnrpeses  of  war.  The 
wgumenty  that  the  sale  of  armed  Tcssels  was 
legal,  would,  Mr.  H,  said,  carry  its  adTOoaies  fur- 
ther than  they  were  aware,  and  justify  a  foreigner 
im  mi^ng  warlike  prepsoraUons  in  our  ports  with 
impanity.  He  contended  that,  though  a  citiien 
might  sell  his  lumber,  dbc,  to  whomsoever  he 
pleased,  it  was  fair  to  inquire  whether  it  was  for 
ttulawfttl  pnrpoees,  with  a  knowledge  of  itsimpr»> 
per  use ;  and  whether,  in  eieteisiog  this  right  of 
sale,  he  was  not  injuring  others.  I  think,  said 
Mr*  H.,  when  vessels  are  seen  going  out  equipped 
even  to  the  powder  horn,  they  can  only  oe  sup- 
posed ffoing  to  engage  in  nostuities. 

Mr.  II.  Mferted  to  the  argument  of  the  arma- 
ment necessary  to  vessels  in  the  India  trade,  to 
which  he  replied  that  it  was  not  now  common, 
attd  was  only  neceasary  to  defend  them  against 
the  pimtes  of  the  Asiatic  seae.  The  India  vessels, 
tiMrefortL  geneially  took  their  armament  ia  the 
hold,  to  be  prepared  for  defence  when  they  ap* 
preached  the  scene  of  danger,  and,  on  getting  he* 
yottd  the  fear  of  danger,  generally  returned  their 
ams  to  the  bold  again ;  and  they  also  carried  out 
comparatively  hot  few  men.  In  support  of  these 
faeii^  Mr.  H.  mentioned  the  case  ol  the  Mantes* 
quieu,  captured  by  some  British  boats  in  the 
Uelaware,  during  the  late  war,  while  coming 
Iwme,  ignorant  of  hostilities.  In  that  case,  it 
was  charged  as  a  fault  to  the  eapiai%  that  he 
Ini  not  use  his  arms  in  his  defence  and  avohl 
eapiQre;  but  it  appeaned  this  arming  was  merely 
■omiikal.  for  the  vessel  referred  to  had  not  a  gun 
#n  beard  fit  for  use. 

Mr.  H.  avowed  himself  opposed  to  giving  laige 

Ewer  of  discretion  to  subordinate  ralicers-*we 
d  had  enough  of  it—but.  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  the  oases  provided  for  are  required  to 
be  of  so  suspicious  a  character  that  he  thought 
there  was  little  danger  of  mistake,  and  that  the 
elBcer  would  be  very  careful  not  to  seiie  the  ves- 
sel without  good  ff rounds,  dbc,  being  on  his  own 
responsibility.  Mr.  H.  staled  the  characteristics 
required  by  the  bill  to  justify  the  officer  to  pio- 
ofed;  the  difference  in  the  number  of  meo,  and 
ether  appearances,  necessary  to  authorise  a  seia- 
ure,  and  that  the  cases  contemplated  by  the  bill 
were  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind,  and 
which,  if  not  overlooked  by  the  Gbvemment, 
would  make  it  a  party  in  the  fraudulent  procedure. 
The  law  of  1794,  Mr.  H.  said,  instead  of  pro- 
viding guards  to  prevent  the  offence,  only  mun- 
ished  the  act  when  committed;  in  this  bill  the 
XAverse  ib  the  ease.    It  waa  a  stmnge  lot  for  him, 


he  said,  to  exhort  gentlemen  to  have 
deuce  in  their  Executive.  He  telb  us  as  pbialf, 
said  Mr.  H.,  as  he  can,  that  the  laws  now  in  force 
are  insafficient—if  sufficient,  why  did  he  aoi  scad 
bis  iostraetions  to  the  collectors  aad  dieiriet  at- 
torneys to  Enforce  them ;  why  send  it  here  /or 
amendment?  If  my  Sxecutive,  said  Mr.  H., 
kaowiag,  as  he  must,  everything  o«  theae^eet, 
the  compkiBts  of  forejgu  Courts,  and  the  weak* 
aess  of  the  law,  recomaaead  to  me  this  measm^ 
it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  believe  it  is  neeesmry; 
but,  ia  addition  to  this,  his  own  koowiedga  of  the 
law  and  the  praeliee  under  it,  proved  to  him  that 
it  was  insufficient,  aad  he  hoped  atrnMChiag  woaU 
be  done  conelusively  on  the  subject.  This  he 
hoped,  not  in  obedience  to  any  toreigii  Power, 
but  ia  obedience  to  justice  and  oor  osm  hi  ws,  and 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  conutry.  That  the 
evu  exists ;  that  these  degrading  aad  daageroos 
practices,  are  carried  on,  almost  opealy,  in  dei- 
aace  of  the  existing  law,  is  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  existing  law  is  not  suffieteat  to  pgewent 
or  restmin  them. 

Mr.  Calboox  said  the  questiou  was,  whether 
the  bill  did  or  did  not  go  fuither  than  neeessaryj 
to  pseveot  eor  citixens  from  taking  part  in  the 
WOT  between  Spain  and  her  cokmies.  In  replf 
to  an  argument  by  Mr.  Honcmaoir,  he  said,  he 
still  thought  to  sell  vessels  to  either  of  the  beliig^ 
erentSj  was  no  violation  of  aeuivaliiy,  aad  that  a 
trade  in  arms  and  munitions,  or  in  vessels,  stood 
on  the  same  footing.  Spain  herself  ^rcbaaed 
vessels  at  Havaaa,  for  the  public  service,  and  she 
could  not  object  to  an  act  in  othen,  which  she 
had  done  herself.  Mr.  C.  entered  soaaewhat  at 
large  into  the  question  of  the  legality  of  permit* 
ting  the  sale  of  vessels  to  either  Mlliffereat  party^ 
after  their  departure  from  the  Uaiced  States^- aad 
in  his  opinioo,  the  trade  beif  iegai,  be  argued 
that  the  third  seetloa  weat  further  than  aeoessary-, 
in  fulfilment  d  our  obligations,  by  making  Oie 
builder,  or  the  seller  of  the  vessel,  liable  for  eon- 
duct  of  the  purchaser.  To  sdl  armed  vessels  ia 
our  own  poru  to  a  lielligerent,  he  acknowledged 
would  be  illcffal,  bat  maintained  that  they  might 
be  transferred  after  their  departure  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  country.  The  third  eection 
would,  he  thought,  operate  oppressively,  inaamttch 
as  it  made  the  vendor  in  our  porta,  responsible 
for  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  party  pQfchasiag, 
aad,  in  that  way,  throw  burdens  on  comaaeree 
not  necessary,  and  injurious.  If  this  pvovisioa 
were  demanded  by  the  neutral  duties  of  the 
country,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  resorted  to,  he 
said,  but  not  otherwise;  but  be  thought  it  ought 
not  to  extend  iu  peiMlties  further  than  to  the 
conduct  of  the  first  purchaser.  The  cxperienet 
and  supetioriry  of  our  ship  builders,  gave  to  their 
work  a  value  which  made  it  mora  sought  aAer; 
and  he  thouaht  the  policy  of  the  country  leqaiied 
that  the  profession  shoald  be  restrained  as  Jttde 
as  possible.  The  law  of  '94  had  eontamplated  a 
war  between  two  independent  Powers,  act  one 
between  a  mother  country  aad  its  colonies;  and 
if  the  defect  of  that  tew  eonid  not  preserve  our 
neutral  character  in  the  war  now  exutiag  ia  the 


76S 


HISTOBT  OF  CQMIIBSSS. 


Til 


Jahxjamt*  1817. 


BUI  fir  Ek^fhreing 


H.  or  R. 


Booth,  he  was  willittg  to  adopt  a  reoMdy,  hot  ho 
would  not  go  so  far  as  to  ppohibit  chs  sale  of  ves* 
sels,  while  the  eBCOora^meDt  of  ship  baildiog 
was  so  important  ao  objeet  to  the  coontry •  To 
show  the  hardships  which  might  arise  from  hold* 
iog  the  seller  responsihle  for  the  conduct  of  the 
purchasers  of  a  resset,  Mr.  C.  supposed  the  case 
of  a  Tessel  which,  being  ^Offaged  in  the  North* 
west  or  China  trade,  should  become  unfit  to  re- 
turn  home,  and  be  sold,  and  afterwards  converted 
to  purposes  prohibited  by  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape-^to  inake  the  first  seller  of  this  msel  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  purchasers,  would 
b«  an  act  of  oppsfesion  ho  could  not  consent  to. 
He  was  willing  to  adopt  additional  restraints, 
because  the  Executive  had  asked  for  them,  but 
he  did  not  beliere  any  regulations  could  entirely 
prohibit  the  timde  proposed  to  be  sappressed. 

Mr.  Wnioar  again  rose  in  rapositlon  to  the 
bill,  and  in  favor  of  expunging' the  third  section. 
He  said  he .  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  oppose  the 
bill  as  interfering  with  tlie  treaty-making  power, 
and  legislating  on  «  diplomatic  subject ;  and  hefe 
let  me  (said  Mr.  W.)  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  treaty  now  subsisting  between  the 
United  Sistesaod  Spain.  The  article  relative  to 
urticles  eontraband  of  war,  subjects  the  ship  and 

the  article,  to  capture  and  ooi»- 


lemoation ;  and  the  article  relative  to  fitting  out 
irmed  veswk  to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of 
sither  party,  sdbjects  soch  vessels  xo  eaptare  and 
wndemnatioa,  and  the  crews  of  saoh  vessels  to 
)e  punished  as  pttates,  unless  they  have  a  IsmI 
{ommissioa  from  the  Power  under  whose  iag 
;hey  sail.  Thus,  sir,  by  the  treaty,  Ihemoadem* 
latioa  of  the  vessel  and  caigo  is  aiiihorised,  and 
the  execution,  on  a  gibbet,  of  the  oftndcn  as 
pirates;  so  that  the  nUimum  supplicium  is  in 
Mch  cane  jpnovided  by  the  treaty.  Bat  Jt£  this 
aw  patsea.  fit  will  biad  the  Anaencaa  oiiiaeo  in 
I  new  janick  not  known  to  tlw  tveaty^  not  pva- 
ridiag  'that  Spain  will  be  liable  to  a  like  obliga» 
ion.  We  have  no  right  to  bind  Spain  bat  by 
reaty  ;  aod  J  i»ad  always  supposed  that  treaties 
vere  international  acts,  simultaneously  taking 
)laoe.  and  giviog  to  every  aHicle  a  ^utdpro  ouo; 
rhioh  caaaot  be  efleoted  by  a  statute.  Aaii^  sir^ 
lave  we  any  reason  to  favor  Old  Smib  by  auch 
measure,ia  violation  of  the  riahts  or  thepatriots? 
Ibali  tJBi«  lights  of  abc teen  millions  of  Spaniards, 
iquaily  entitled  to  our  partiality  with  Old  Spain, 
M  thus  violated?  They  have  declared  them* 
lelves  independeat,  and  are  in  the  exercise  of  self* 
^vernment,  which  is  said  to  be  republican ;  and 
f  we  examine  their  standing,  they  will  be  found 
he  older  braneh  of  the  ]^«eaeh  Oovemoient, 
laving  been  ia  operation  before  Ferdinand  was 
eatoved  to  his  Crown.  Sir,  I  hope  the  noble  ex« 
ifDple  set  bj^the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain  dur* 
ag  our  glorious  struggle  for  independence,  will 
lave  its  weight  on  this  House,  and  that  the  rep« 
resentatives  of  Kings  will  be  satisfied  with  our 
Mutraiitf ,  wiian  their  predfcesaors  AdfM)cated  and 
tided  us  la  abtaftoiAgoiir  independence ;  and  that 
Lhey  will  aaceease  t&eir  iilUe  compiaiiits,  and  re- 
Boiiect  that  it  is  beneath  the  digatty  of  Kioga  to 


regard  such  criHes.  They,  sir,  as  the  Spanish 
agents  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  the  agents  of  the 
fMitriots,  have,  no  doubt,  sent  ships  and  muniiioaa 
of  war  to  their  respective  armies ;  and  it  very  lit* 
tie  becomes  a  Minuter  who  has  been  violatiaa 
oar  neutrality  by  sending  supplies  to  the  royu 
army^  at  the  same  time  to  complain  against  the 
supplies,  by  their  friends,  sent  to  the  patriots. 
Can  it  be,  that  this  Republican  Congress  can,  by 
any  representatioo.  be  led  to  violate  the  neutral 
state  of  the  United  States  towards  the  patriou? 
Have  we  forgot  the  treaty  enterod  into  betweoa 
Spain  and  the  Uaited  States,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  two,  and  her  agreement  to  pay  Ibr  her  spolia* 
tions  on  onr  oommerce?  And  aeed  I  tell  this 
Honae  that,  in  violation  of  her  own  compact,  she 
rafosed  to  ratify  the  same?  whereby  the  apolia- 
tioas  of  that  long  date  remain  onremunerated  ; 
and  we  are,  notwithstanding,  now  called  on  to 
extend  to  her  benefits  not  secured  to  her  by  treaty, 
and  which  we  cannot,  by  statute,  impose  on-lrar. 
I  do  not  raeoUect,  when  she  was  committing  her 
onremunerated  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  ia 
violation  of  our  treaty,  that  she,  by  any  law  of 
Spain,  bound  her  merchants  in  the  manner  cow- 
tempUted  by  this  bill;  and  I  cannot  decide  which 
I  ought  most  to  reprobate— her  temerity  in  asking 
it,  or  our  humiliation  ia  granting  suoh  a  provision. 
Sir,  do  not  the  proceedings  in  Baltimore  and  New 
Orleans  sufficiently  attest  the  intention  of  th^ 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  carrv  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  existing  treaty  i  If o 
case  has  been  found  in  Baltimore,  la  violation  of 
tbe  treaty ;  and  in  New  Orleans  the  oases  staled 
by  the  District  Attorney  of  the  many  eondemna* 
tions  there,  show  that  prompt  aad  ample  justioe 
has  been  ad  miaisiered*  Sir,  did  not  the  oontraot» 
ing  parties,  at  the  ooafiroMtion  of  their  treaty, 
oadefstaadiogly  act  on  the  sol^eot,  and  makathe 
provistoaa  of  the  treaty  as  they  wished  themt 
And  if  aow,  at  the  tnstanoe  of  either  party,  new 
obligations  are  to  be  laid  on  the  other,  without 
their  being  reciprocal,  they  shall  be  so  laid  against 
my  vote,  though  I  have  no  objection  to  the  treaty* 
making  power  reviewing  that  subject,  and  osat 
ing  such  new  provisions  as  may  be  thought  ma* 
tnally  eouvenieat  and  reciprocally  obligatory. 

Mr.  LowNDBB  thouffht  no  one  ooold  read  the 
act  of  17d4,  without  believing  that  something  for* 
ther  was  necessary,  to  preserve  the  character  of  the 
caantry  fora  juat  regard  to  its  obligatioas.  Theee 
coald  not,  in  adopting  this  measure,  be  any  ap< 
pearance  of  nnfainess  oa  oar  part,  aM  whatavac 
was.  the  chaiaeier  of  the  oontest  referred  to,  it 
was  the  obvious  policy  of  this  country  to  make 
its  citizens  oonform  to  all  the  duties  due  from  the 
nation  to  a  foreign  country.  Mr.  L.  coafessed« 
that  he  hardly  cared  wheih«r  the  third  sectioa  m 
the  bill  passed  or  not.  There  was  some  fear  that 
this  section  would  only  limit  the  ioflneace  of  tik 
Blxecutive  aathoritv,  without  producing  the  an* 
tioipated  benefiL  ynder  the  existing  Taw,  the 
collector  had  been  sued,  it  was  well  koowo,  for 
enforoiag  its  provisions,  aad  damages  awarded 
against  him;  and  Mr.  L.  supposed  the  present 
bul  waa  intendod  to  justify  the  ooiloctor  ia  mak« 
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ing  a  seizore,  whea  reasonable  gronod— her  har- 
lag  arms,  ite.  on  boards-warranted  the  suspicion 
oiillegal  intentions.  The  use  of  the  section  was 
clear,  and  his  only  objection  was,  that  a  part  of  a 
cargo  might  consist  of  munitions  of  war,  in  which 
case  a  vessel  fitted  out  Ibr  the  purpose,  might  lake 
only  sufficient  on  the  first  voyage  to  exempt  her 
from  detention,  and  in  this  way  defeat  the  inten- 
tion of  the  law.  He  had,  Mr.  L.  said,  no  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  because  the  committee  had  in- 
quired into  the  subject,  and  after  full  considera- 
tion, had  deemed  it  necessarj ;  only,  as  he  said 
before,  the  probable  effect  ot  the  third  section 
would  be  to  limit,  rather  than  extend  the  discre- 
tion of  the  collector.  The  law  of  *9i,  applying 
only  to  the  case  of  war  between  two  independent 
States,  it  ought,  no  doobt,  to  be  extended  to  com* 
prebend  the  contest  referred  to  between  Spain 
and  her  colonies,  and  not,  when  prosecutions  are 
carried  up  to  court  for  breaches  of  the  law,  deny 
that  redress  we  profess  to  give.  It  appeared  to 
him,  by  some  ioadvertenee,  however,  Mr.  L.  said, 
the  committee  had  not  sooe  far  enough  in  amend- 
ing the  act  of  *94r— if  itl>e  amended  so  as  to  apply 
to  Governments  not  acknowledged  to  be  inde- 
pendent, dbc.  He  could  not  concur  with  Mr.  Cal- 
BODN,  in  considering  the  ordinary  munitions  of 
war,  and  of  armed  vessels,  equally  as  legitimate 
articles  of  trade  with  belligerent  parties ;  the  dis- 
tinction Mr.  L.  thought  was  manifest.  A  nation 
has  a  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  munition* 
of  war,  although  in  such  trade  the  property  of 
the  neutral  is  liable  to  capture  and  confiscation ; 
but  if  the  munitions  of  war  are  carried  in  a  ves- 
ael  and  by  a  crew  equipped  for  war,  the  indica- 
tion of  an  intention,  which  is  thus  given,  not 
merely  to  carry  on  the  trade;  but  to  force  it,  makes 
it  prudent  for  a  nation  wnich  wishes  to  avoid 
war  or  even  the  pecuniary  responsibilitjr  which 
may  arise  from  acts  of  hostility  by  its  citizens,  to 
require  in  this  case,  and  not  in  common  instances 
of  contraband,  a  security  that  the  vessel  shall  not 
be  employed  in  acts  of  hostility.  If  the  trade  in 
vessels  be  proper  at  all,  it  ought  certainly,  Mr.  L. 
thought,  to  be  confined- to  unarmed  vessels,  and 
whenever  an  armed  vessel  sailed  out,  it  was  a 
duty  incumbent  on  the  neutral  to  take  security) 
that  such  powerful  means,  in  the  hands  of  an  in- 
dividual, should  not  be  abused.  It  would  be  found 
that  this  course  of  conduct  was  admitted  at  least 
into  all  books  on  moral  duty,  if  those  called  codes 
of  national  law  did  not  require  it.  In  time  of 
peace,  the  application  of  this  rule  to  those  who 
fairly  come  under  it,  cannot  be  omitted  from  the 
fear  that  it  will  operate  on  those  to  whom  it  is 
not  expected  to  apply.  If  there  appear  to  the 
collector  to  be  good  reason  to  presume  the  design 
of  a  vessel  injurious  to  the  country,  there  is  no 
hardship  in  making  the  individual  give  bond; 
and  if  on  going  on  board,  there  be  a  rational 
ground  to  believe  that  she  will  return  home,  still 
she  ms  v  leavea  large  majorit]^  of  her  crew  abroad, 
exposed  to  the  temptation  of  taking  part  in  the 
war  on  one  side  or  the  other;  and  the  security 
in  either  case  is  proper. 
Mr.  RonaaTaon  thought  the  operation  of  the 


third  section  would  prohibit  the  czportaiioa  of 
munitions  in  vessels  unarmed  as  weu  ms  armed; 
as  the  discretion  vested  in  the  coQecior  wooU 
permit  him  to  detiin,  until  bond  was  girea,  any 
vessel  which  he  might  deem  about  to  carr|r  aid 
to  one  of  the  belligerent  parties.  This  leslraiot 
on  a  fair  commerce,  Mr.  R.  did  not  think  cequired 
by  existing  circumstances.  He  aigned^abo^thac 
the  Government  had  no  right  to  restrain  the  de- 
parture of  armed  vessels,  as  the  people  poatessed 
the  right  of  equipping  vesseb,  and  could  not  he 
called  on  by  the  Government  to  give  aeeartty  for 
them* 
At  this  point  the  House  a^joaroed. 


MoKOAT,  January  27. 

Mr.  Yahcbt  from  the  Committee  of  Glainii^ 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  Holma 
and  Benjamin  Hoogh.  which  was  read ;  whea 
Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aiexaoder 
Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hongh ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Case  and  Rieh- 
aud. 

Mr.  Yamcbt  also  made  a  report  on  the  petitioa 
of  William  Cbism;  which  waa  read;  when  Mr. 
T.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Chtsm; 
whicn  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  ratified 
treaties  betweea  the  United  States  aad  several 
Indian  tribes ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GoLDanoaooGH  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Comaiittae  of  ConuBeroa  aad 
Mannfactnrss  be  instnielad  to  inqoirs  into  the  expo, 
diency  of  estahlishi^  a  port  of  entiy  at  the  towa  of 
Princess  Anne»  in  Soaksnst  eoonty,  in  the  Slate  of 
Maiyland. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled|  *'An 
act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Flavil  Sabin,  deceased,"  in  which  they  aak  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Albxamobr  made  a  report  on  the  petitioa 
of  Joseph  J.  Green  ;  which  was  read ;  when,  Mr. 
A.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Greea; 
which  was  read  twice  aad  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

CALEB  mCHOLa 

Mr.  Albxanubb,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Nichols; 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  A.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Caleb  Nichols ;  which  waa  read  iwke, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Richaod.— 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  die  month  of  SeptanibeT,  in  the  ymt  1814, 
the  village  of  Plattabnrg  was  invaded  and  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  Biitiih  hrotm,  then  under  the  oon- 
maad  of  Sir  Geoige  Pievost,  and  that  tbej  leoaiasd 
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n  poMMHon  th«repf  for  leTermi  days ;  tl»i  Plattdbaig 
A  within  cannon-allot  of  Fort  Moraan ;  and  that  the 
x>mmandiog  officer  of  tliat  Ibrt,  under  the  ordera  of 
he  commanding  General  of  the  American  army  then 
It  that  place,  did  order  the  artillery  from  the  Ibrt  to 
>Iay  opon  the  hooaea  near  the  conrt-houie  in  Platta- 
rarg,  for  the  purpoae  of  dislodging  the  enemy ;  and 
hat  a  firing  waa  accordingly  kept  np  from  the  fort  for 
everal  daya,  between  the  6th  and  13th  of  Septem- 
ler,  1814. 

The  petitioner  statea  that  hie  store  and  office  stood 
nmediately  nnder  the  gnns  of  the  fort  (Morean,)  and 
rere  fired  upon  from  the  6th  to  the  11th  of  September, 
814;  and  that  a  cannon  ball  firom  the  fort  paaaed 
brough  a  pandieon  of  St.  Crmz  fpiriti^  which  then 
tood  in  the  alore,  containing  about  one  hnndred  gal- 
»ns,  which,  in  hia  estimation,  waa  worth  $960,  and 
rhich  waa  all  lost.  He  aaka  relief  firom  Congresa  in  the 
iremisea  geneially. 

There  ia  no  evidence  whatever  before  the  commit^ 
ee  of  the  loaa  of  the  spirita  aa  stated  by  the  petitioner ; 
»at  the  committee  are  perfectly  satiafied  that  the  store 
ind  another  houae  of  the  petitioner,  both  atanding  near 
he  oourt^hoose,  were  materially  injured  by  cold  shot 
ired  firom  the  fort.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  hia 
elief. 

GEORGIA  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Telfair,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
be  petition  of  Jonas  Fauche,  who  were  instructed 
»y  resolution  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  the 
laims  of  certain  detachments  of  the  militia  of 
Georgia,  for  services  performed  durinj^  the  year 
793  and  1794,  by  order  of  the  Executive  of  that 
Itate,  under  a  discretionary  power  communi- 
ated  by  the  WtLt  Department,  made  a  detailed 
eport  on  the  said  claims;  which  was  read ;  when 
At,  T.  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
f  certain  militia  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
7hich  was  rted  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
aittee  of  the  Whole. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  fint  object  which  suggested  itself  for  in- 
[uiry  waa,  Whether  the  Governor  of  Georgia  had  in- 
eed  been  veated  with  a  discretionary  power  to  call 
mt  any  portion  of  the  militia  of  that  State  to  serve  at 
he  expense  of  the  Union  1  And  though,  in  answer  to 
heir  inquiry,  they  learned  that  all  the  correspondence 
elating  to  thia  point  on  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
sent  had  bean  oonauaMid,  atill,  fnm  the  documents 
locompanyiny  tho  report  to  this  House  firom  that  De- 
lartment,  datad  ad  Fehruaiyy  1008,  they  are  aatiafied 
hat  each  a  power  waa  communicated  to  the  Governor 
}j  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date- 37th 
October,  1793,  in  which  he  saya :  "  If  the  information 
Nhich  you  may  receive  ahall  aubstantiate  clearly  any 
loatile  designs  of  the  Creeks  against  the  firontiers  of 
Qeorgia,you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  most  effectual 
neasurea  for  the  defence  thereof  aa  may  be  in  your 
power,  and  which  the  occaaion  may  require ;"  that  this 
power  waa  not  finally  withdrawn  untH  a  letter  waa  re- 
seived  from  the  Secretary,  of  the  19th  July,  1793,  though 
It  had  been  suspended  for  the  short  period  of  ten  days, 
riz :  from  the  80th  of  May  to  the  10th  June;  that  the 
letter  of  the  80th  of  May,  which  limited  the  Governor 
to  the  employment  of  one  hundred  horae  and  one  hun- 
dred foot,  waa  written  in  consequence  of  an  imprea- 
sion  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government  that  our 
Udian  afibira  had  assumed  a  more  pacUle  aspect,  but 
waa  eountennaaded,  and  the  .discrationary  power  re- 


stored by  that  of  the  10th  June,  in  consequenoe  of  in* 
formation  in  the  interim  received  of  the  State  of  Geoiw 
gia  being  invaded,  or  in  imminent  danger  thereof 
which  induced  the  Secretary  to  say :  '*  The  measure 
taken  by  yonr  Excellency  may  be  considered  aa  India* 
pensable.  You  are  the  judge  of  the  degree  of  danger^ 
and  of  its  duration,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  proportion 
the  defence  to  'the  exigencies." 

Hence  arose  a  second  inquiry  :  Whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  exercised  the  powers  vested  in  him  with  a 
due  degree  of  caution,  by  adapting  the  means  to  Uie 
end,  by  proportioning  the  force  to  the  degree  of  danger 
to  which  the  State  was  expoeed  1  This  investigation 
was  80  embarraased  by  the  multitude  <^  oonaklerationa 
involved,  by  the  remoteneas  of  the  period,  and  by 
other  combination  of  dreumstancea,  tnat  your  eom« 
mittee  cannot  pretend  to  have  arrived  at  any  aatiafoc- 
lory  reault,  and,  indeed,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  rule  could 
be  prsacribed  by  which  the  force  to  be  employed  ahall 
he  ao  graduated  by  the  danger  impending  aa  to  maka 
concurrent  the  eatimatea  of  those  immedisiely  expoeed 
with  othera  remote  from  the  scene  of  aggreaaion ;  henes^ 
if  a  discretionary  power  is  given  to  the  Executive  of  a 
State  to  employ  the  militia  at  the  expense  of  the  Gen« 
eral  Government,  that  excess  should  indeed  be  great 
which  deprives  the  soldier  of  his  hard-earned  pay.  And 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  then  firontiers  of  Georgia 
were  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles ;  that  it  was  thinly 
inhabited ;  that  it  waa  bordered  by  a  most  warlike  tribe 
of  Indians,  arrayed  in  deadly  hoatUity,  your  committee 
cannot  object  to  the  force  employed,  even  if  that 
amount  were  twelve  hundred  men*  which  ia  the  maxi- 
mum of  force  atated  to  have  been  in  aervice  at  any  one 
period  during  the  year  1793.  The  committee,  then, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  of  Georgia  waa 
veated  with  a  diacretionary  power  to  call  out  such 
force  aa  the  exigendee  might  seem  to  him  to  require ; 
and  thoy  have  not  found  any  juat  or  reaaonable  objee* 
taon  to  the  extent  of  force  employed ;  conaeqnentlyy 
they  believe  the  United  Statea  bound  to  diacharge  the 
expenses  incurred,  because  in  them  are  reposed  the 
duties  and  attributes  of  defonce* 

The  only  remaining  question  to  which  the  inquiry 
of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  waa.  How  long  a 
time  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  I9th  of  July 
should  be  allowed  to  effect  a  disbandment  of  troope 
employed  t  And  here  they  are  left  again  vrithont  any 
certain  lights  or  aatisfoctory  data  other  that  the  opin- 
ions of  Colonel  Freeman,  who  then  acted  aa  agent  of 
the  War  Department,  and  General  Dearborn,  who 
made  report  to  Oongreea  upon  theae  daima;  both  of 
whom  seem  to  concur  in  opinion  that  the  extent  of 
country  over  which  they  were  spread  could  not  admit 
of  an  eariier  disbandment  than  the  lat  of  Septembei^ 
1798,  if,  indeed,  ao  aoon.  The  committee  further  coin- 
dde  in  opinion  with  the  Secretary,  just  dted,  that  leas 
injustice  would  result  from  an  admission  of  the  claims 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1798,  than  would  arise  from 
the  rejection  of  those  of  the  laat  three  months.  They 
thererore  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  bill  appropriat- 
ing $96,971  33,  in  payment  of  those  daims  lor  militia 
aervice  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  which  pay  and 
muster-rolls  have  been  received  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1793. 

CAPTIVES  BY  THE  INDIANa 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.  Hk 
laid  he  had  sometimes  been  called  upon,  in  the 
discharge  ol  professional  obligation,  to  probe  those 
woundS|  and  to  cause  them  to  bleed  afreah,  which 


768 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


764 


H.  or  R. 


Bill  fir  Ef^rdng  PkniralUjf, 


Jahuait,  1817. 


Clayton,  Ckmdiet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Craighton,  Croehe- 
lon,  Culpeper,  Dtrlington,  DaYenport,  Dickene,  Ed- 
wards, Fletcher,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gold,  Gokkboroogh, 
Grosrenor,  Hale,  Hammond*  Harriaon,  Hendenon, 
Herbert,  Hopkinaon,  Huger,  Hnngerlbrd,  Ingham, 
Irring  of  New  York,  Jackaon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  LoTett,  Lowndes^  Marsh,  Mason,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Mills,  Milnor,  MoflStt,  Moore,  Moseley,  J.  Nel- 
son, Hugh  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Peter,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleaaants,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Beed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Root,Rugglea,  Savage,  Schenck, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Sleama,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturgee,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Tato,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Thomas,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasaehusetfs,  Wend- 
over,  Wheaton,  WUcoz,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WiUoughby, 
T.  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nats— -^Messrs.  Adgato,  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbenr,  Bennett,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bnrwell,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Clendennin,  Comatock,  Cook,  Craw- 
ibfd,  Deaha,  Fony th,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hardin, 
Heiater,  Hendrioks,  Hooks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Lit- 
tle, Lyie,  Lyon,  W.  P.  Maday,  W.  Maday,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McLean,  Murfree,  Parria,  Piper,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Roes,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Tay- 
lor ol  New  York,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey. 
White^de,  WiUiams,  W.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and 
Tancey. 

So  the  resoiatioo  was  ptssed. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ibill  more  effectually  to  restrain  our  citizens  from 
enterprises  against  nations  in  amity  with  the 
United  States — the  question  still  being  on  strik- 
ing out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Root  delivered  a  speech  of  considerable 
length  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  expressed  his 
Tiews  of  the  question  very  much  at  large.  Not 
only  this  bill  proposed  to  go  too  far,  but  the  acts 
already  existing,  he  contended,  went  too  far.  He 
aTowal,  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  disposition  lo 
recognise  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces, and  hoped  the  Qovernment  would  acknow- 
ledge their  Minister,  Mr.  Thomp$oo,  Ac.  He 
denounced  the  provisions  of  the  third  section, 
as  not  only  tyrannical  but  unnecessary,  in  the 
atrongest  terns.  If  our  citizens  did  commit  acts 
of  hostility  against  Spain,  our  Qovernment  had 
only  to  disavow  any  Agency  in  the  acu,nnd  there 
would  be  a  fair  offset  to  the  affair  of  the  Fire- 
brand; for,  in  such  matters,  in  diplomatic  eti* 
quette,  it  seemed,  ihe  word  of  one  nation  must  be 
laken  for  the  fact  by  another.  He  was  not  only 
opposed  to  this  bill  entirely,  but  he  wished  to 
God  he  could  rend  from  the  statute  book  the  act 
of  1797^  which  he  considered  as  infringing  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  600. 

Mr.  BABBoua,  after  an  argument  at  length  to 
prove  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  extend 
Its  inhibitions  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  an- 
other State  who  might  purchase  vessels  from  our 
ettizens,  and  that  m»  to  do  was  not  necessary  to 
the  most  sincere  disposition  to  carry  into  effect 
our  nvutral  obligationa,  moved  an  amendment  toi 
iho  third  •eetioa,  ealeulatwl  to  reeonelU  it  to  his  t 


view  in  this  respect ;  which,  after  a  iew  ramtki 
in  reply  by  Mr.  Pobbtth,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  strikiae  oat 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  as  /b/iows: 

Sac.  3.  And  be  U  further  enmtUd,  Hut  tiie  coUeo> 
Ion  of  the  customs  m»  and  thej  are  henby*  nspecU 
ively  authorised  and  directed  to  detain  any  voad  hoand 
from  the  United  States,  of  which  the  cargo  ehsSL  piin- 
eipally  consist  of  arms  and  monilioos  <tf  w«i,  when 
the  number  of  men  shipped  on  board  or  otbct  ciicua- 
stanoes  shall  render  it  probable  that  there  is  aa  iBlen> 
tion  to  violate  the  neutral  ohligatioDa  of  the  Uuted 
States,  to  foufign  Goremments,  until  tlie  decinea  of 
the  President  be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the  owner  ca- 
ters into  bend  and  security  to  the  ooUector  prior  ts 
clearing  out  the  same,  in  double  the  amount  of  lbs 
vessel  and  cargo  on  board,  indndiiig  her  armamea^ 
that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shaD  nol  be  emplojed  fay 
the  owner  or  owners  in  crutsbg  or  oommittuig  bostilitiai 
upon  the  subjects,  citiiens,  or  proper^,  of  any  Prinei 
or  State,  with  whom  the  United  Statee  are  at  pesce. 

And  on  the  question— "  Shall  this  section  be 
atrieken  out  T^it  was  determined  in  the  Bcgacive^— 
yeas  37,  nsys  98,  as  follows : 

TxAs— Messrs.  Birdsall,  Blount,  Brooks,  Cildwell, 
Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetts  Claik  of  New  Yoik, 
Gierke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Comatock,  Condiet, 
Conner,  Cook,  Desha,  Gold,  Hammond,  Hooks,  fnyham, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Viigiois,  hjlt^  Lyon, 
Parris,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross^  Bavege,  Behencdt,  Sharp, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteeideb  Wilkin,  Willooghbj. 
Wright,  Yancey,  and  Tates. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Athcrlen,  Boer, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bejlics,  Bennett,  BeUs, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buiwi^l,  Cady, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cillej,  Clendennin, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  Daven* 
port,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Forsjth,  Gaston, 
Goldsborongh,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  HsJe,  HsH, 
Hardin,  Harrison.  Hcister,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hop- 
kinson,  Huger,  Hungerferd,  Irring  of  New  YarV^ 
Johnson  of  Kentudiy,  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Willism  Maday,  WUUam  P.  MacUy, 
Manh,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Middleton,  Miller, 
Mills,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Jeremiah  Nei* 
son,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomss  M.  Nelson.  Newton, 
Noy es,  Peter,  Pickens,  Pickering,  PitUn,  P^,  Pleas- 
ants, Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Rnggles,  Shel&j,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvsnia,  Smith  of  Mairland,  Smith  of  Virglnim, 
Strong,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair,  Townsand,  Tyler, 
Voce,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  WlUiam  Wilson,  and  Wood- 
ward. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forsttb,  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking 
oat  of  the  serenth  line,  the  word  **  either"  ac3 
from  the  woid  "owners"  in  the  same  line,  to  the 
word  'Mn**  in  the  ninth  line,  conforming  the  con- 
dition of  the  bond  required  by  that  section,  to  that 
required  by  the  third  section  amended  as  afore- 
said. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuBsoaT,  Janoary  28. 

Mr.  Bdwabdb  presented  a  petition  of  LaTinia 
Hawkins,  widow  of  Benjamin  Hawkins,  lau 
agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Creek  nation, 
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praying  foe  a  eoDfirmatioD  of  the  grant  of  the 
iaodsjmDted  by  the  said  Creek  Iidiaos  to  the 
wid  SeoJamJD  Hawkioi,  hia  wife  aod  children. 
It  (he  treaty  coDcladed  with  them  by  General 
fackson  on  the  9lh  of  August,  1814.— Referred 
:o  the  Committee  on  Private  Laod  Claims. 

Mr.  Harrisoii  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
nhabitants  of  the  State  ot  Ohio,  praying  that 
teriatn  lands  in  said  State  ceded  to  the  United 
States  hj  the  Indians,  at  the  Treaty  of  Qreen- 
'ille,  and  reserred^  may  be  sold  on  the  terms  and 
tonditions  on  which  other  fiublic  lands  of  the 
Jnited  States  are  sold. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
oirtee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lowif  DE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
lid  Means,  made  a  report  ou  that  part  of  the  es- 
imates  for  the  militarv  service  for  the  year 
817,  which  relates  to  the  charge  produced  by 
|revet  commissions;  which  was  read  \  when  Mr. 
A,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  pay  and  emolu- 
neou  of  certain  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Joited  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
aitted  lo  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
rhich  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  in* 
irm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
oldiers. 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
eported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup* 
ort  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the 
ear  1817;  whtcn  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
?d  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
rhich  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
lons  for  support  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
817. 

Mr.  LowMDBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs 
nd  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  tne 
etition  of  Jesse  Hunt,  who  prays  for  the  remis- 
ion  of  certain  duties  payable  to  the  United 
itates,  by  reason  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
lid  goods,  00  their  voyage  in  the  sleamboau 
^his  report  was  earnesuy  opposed  by  Mr.  Hab- 
J80N,  on  the  principle  that  the  Uovernment 
oght  not  to  demand  a  tax  or  duty  from  any 
oao,  who,  without  his  own  agency,  bad  become 
loable  to  pmy  it;  and  it  was  supported  by  Mr. 
'OWNOBB,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
4sryland,  on  the  ground  or  the  established  proc- 
ice  of  the  Government  to  insist  on  the  payment 
f  duties  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  The  report 
ras  concurred  In. 

Mr.  JoHMBOii,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
ee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  John  Bate,  re- 
torted a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bate;  which 
ras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
if  the  Whole. 

Mr*  MoBBLBT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
Ml  the  petition  of  Andrew  Law,  reported  a  bill 
0  extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew  Law  for 
in  improvement  in  the  mode  of  printing  music ; 
vhich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Qabton,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
vhom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Lesis- 
aiure  of  North  Carolina,  respecting  unsettled 
claims  to  lands  on  North  Carolinm  grants,  dbc, 
delivered  ia  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject,  in- 


troductory  to  a  bill ,  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tea* 
nessee  to  issue  ffrants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,"  dbc.;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Qabton  also  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Blount 
county, Tennessee, respecting  public  lands;  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,''  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

BILL  POR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  to  repress  private  ezpeditions  for 
warlike  purposes,  against  rowers  in  amity  with 
the  United  States.  The  question  dependingyea* 
terday  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Fob* 
8TTB  to  the  second  section  recurred :  When  the 
said  section  was  read  as  follows : 

SxG.  2.  Aind  be  it  fitrthet  enaded.  That  the  own- 
en  of  all  aimed  ships,  sailing  out  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  owned  wholly  or  in  part  bv  citi- 
SODS  thereof,  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  collector, 
with  snfficient  secnrity,  prior  to  the  cleariog  oot  the 
same,  in  doable  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  cargo 
on  board,  indading  her  armamentt  that  the  said  ship 
or  vessel  shall  not  be  employed  either  bj  the  owners 
or  by  ai^  peison  to  whom  tliey  may  sell,  or  pretend 
to  sell  the  samot  in  emising  or  committing  hostilities 
upon  the  subjects^  citisens,  or  property  of  any  Power* 
or  State,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  DicKsna  to  ex* 
tend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsytb,  so  as  to 
embrace,  "  by  the  owners,"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr. 
FoRSTTB,  to  the  satd  second  section,  was  then 
agreed  to  by  the  House* 

The  first  section  of  the  said  bill  is  in  the  fol* 
lowing  words : 

Ssc.  I.  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  citiseii 
of  the  United  SUtes  shall,  within  the  limiti  of  the 
same,  fit  ont  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm, 
or  procure  to  be  fitted  oot  and  armed,  or  shall  know- 
ingly aid  or  be  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  and  arm- 
ing any  private  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  or  sell  the  said 
vessel,  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  vessel  to  be 
delivered  in  the  United  States,  or  eUewhere,  to  the 
psrdiaser,  with  intent  or  previous  ktiowledge  that  the 
said  vessel  shall,  or  will  be  employed  to  croise  or  oon^ 
mit  hostilities  upon  the  sabjeets,  dtixens,  or  projpertjr, 
of  any  Prince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  snch  persons  so  oflending  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  Ugh  misde* 
meaner,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollaxs,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
ten  years;  and  the  trial  of  such  oflfonoe  shall  either  be 
in  the  district  of  the  United  Statw,  wherein  the  ves- 
sel was  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  that  wherein  the 
contract  of  sale  was  made. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Calbodn  to 
amend  the  said  section,  by  htriking  out  the  wordt 
^  or  elsewhere.'*— Negatived. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  MninchaatttSy  moved  to  nmeiii 
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the  foarth  section  by  insertinff  aflter  tfae  word 
*<  vessel*'  where  it  first  occurs,  the  words  "  owsed 
by  a  belligerent,"  and  after  the  word  vessel  where 
it  occurs  the  second  time,  the  words  "  owned  as 
aforesaid."— Negatived. 

^  Mr.  Ingbah  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word 
**  ten"  between  the  words  *^  exceeding"  and  "  dol- 
lars" in  the  first  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to 
insert  the  word  **five;"  which  motion  was  re- 
jected by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rosa  to 
strike  out  from  the  second  section  the  word  ^  dou* 
ble ;"  which  motion  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  Ramdolph  moved  to  amend  th^  third  sec- 
tion, by  striking  out  the  word  "  prineipslly,"  and 
in  lien  thereof,  to  iasert  ^  ia  whole  or  in  part."—* 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Wrioht  moved  to  add  to  the  bill,  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

8sc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeUdp  That  anv  ship 
or  vessel  sailing  out  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
ttcenst  of  any  fevetgu  Mimster»  sball  be  liable  to  een- 
tseation  and  eondemnatisB  fa  te  use  of  the  Unittd 

And  on  the  question,  **  Shall  this  section  be 
added  to  the  bill  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  bill  being  further  atnended,  the  qaeadoa 
wua  then  takei^  ^  Shall  the  bill  be  eagroesed  and 
nad'u  third  time?"  and  P^M^d  in  uie  affima* 
thrc— yeua  94,  says  dO,  aaioUows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Adgate,  Archer,  Atherton, 
Baer,  Bdser,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Birdseyc, 
Boss,  Bradbuiy,  Breefcenridge,  Browui  Burwell, 
Gady,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Condiet,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Findl^, 
Foesvth,  Oastoo,  Gold,  GeMsboroagh,  CkHidwya,  Gnf- 
te,  Hahn,  Hele,  Hell,  Haidin,  Heisler,  Headitcfca, 
Herbert,  Hooks,  Hopkinson,  Hoger,  Hnlbert,  Hunger* 
ibfd,  Jaokscm,  Jewett,  Kent,  lUag,  Lengdon,  I^w, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Manila  Middleton, 
Miller.  Mills  Mllaor,  Moseley»  Muifree,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son^ Newton,  Noye%  Felsr,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pil* 
kin,  Pleaaant%  Bead,  Rice,  Roane,  Roggles,  Bhefley, 
Bmith  of  Pennsylvania^  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Yixginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  8targes,Taggart,  Tailmadge^ 
Taylor  of  New  Tosk^  Telfair,  Townsend,  Voae,  Ward 
of  Mswachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheatbm 
Wiloez,  Wilde,  Williams,  Woodward*  and  Yanccijw 

Naya  Mssssa  Aleiander ^  Baiheur,  Bennett  BeMsi 
BifdeiU,  Bftountk  Bveeka,  Biyan^  GaldwsU*  Calhean, 
Cannon,  Canr  of  Mssssehueettst  Claik  oS  Now  Totk» 
CMto  ef  Neith  Carolina^  01andaanin»  Conar,  Cook* 
Caawftnrd,  Oreiglllonr  Gioaheten,  Deaha»  Fleleher» 
Famey,  Hammond,  Hanriaan,  Henderson^  fnghami 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentnck^*  Kair  of 
Virghua,  LitHe,  Love,  Lmnphin,  Lyie,  WiUiam  Man» 
lay,  William  P.  Maday,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moors^ 
Hugh  Nelson,  Psnk,  Pipce»  Fowell,  Reynolds,  Bob*> 
ertMn,  Root,  Roes,  Savoge,  Sharp,  Taui,  Thomaa, 
Tjler,^  WaUace,  Ward  of  New  Tork,  Wendofer, 
Whiteside,  Wilkin,  William  Wilson,  Wright,  and 
Tates. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  fending  Uh 
""        r,  in  the  fuUowing  form : 


A  BiU  la  prevent  dtiaena  of  the  UnHad 
selling  vessels  of  war  to  die  dliieBa  or  aoajeeto  if 
any  ibveigtt  Power,  and  move  eflbdnaffy  to  prensi 
the  arming  and  equipping  t ssasls  el  war  in  tbepoito 
of  the  United  Sutaa,  mtended  to  be  used  ngnhaa 
nationa  in  amity  widi  the  United  Staaob 

Be  a  enmeted,  Ae^  That  if  any  penan  dhall,  withm 
die  limits  of  die  United  Ststea,  fit  out  and  am,  or  at- 
tempt to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  proenra  to  bo  fitted  ant 
and  armedt  or  ohall  knowingly  aid  or  bn  oonoesned  ia 
the  Ihrnishing^  fitting  out,  or  anutng  any  pcivito  sh^ 
or  vessel  of  war,  or  sell  the  said  ii— el,  or  oantnet  fin 
the  sale  of  the  said  vassal,  te  be  daUvered  in  the  XJiA- 
ted  States,  or  elsewhere,  to  the  puidmaert  with  inlant 
or  jnevieos  knowledge  that  the  eaid  voomI  shall  or 
win  be  emplojred  to  cruise  or  commit  hoeti&taea  npoa 
the  subjects,  citizens,  or  propeity  of  any  Ptinoe  m 
State,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people  with  when 
the  United  States  are  at  peace,  such  pcraon  ao  ofleo^ 
ing  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  bo  a^odged  gnOtf  of 
a  high  ndsdemeanor,  and  sh^  be  punmhed  by  m  fine 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  doUan^  mad  impfuonmoit 
not  exceeding  ten  years ;  and  the  trial  of  sacft  odesee 
shall  either  be  hi  dw  district  of  the  Uutad  Scetea 
wherein  the  vomel  was  fitted  out  and  asned,  or  in  thnt 
wherein  the  oontrset  of  sale  was  mada. 

Sxc.  2.  AndbeiiJuHker  enaeUd^  That  thnewnan 
of  ail  araMd  ships,  sailing  ea*  ef  the  psala  of  the 
United  States,  and^wned  whaUy  or  inpart  by  eitiaens 
thereof,  shaU  enter  into  bond  to  te  oaBocaBr,  with 
sidlcieat  seeuiity>  prior  to  clearing  out  the  sane,  in 
double  the  amount  of  the  veesal  and  cargo  on  board, 
including  her  aimament,  that  the  ssid  ship  or  ^eaool 
shall  not  be  employed  by  the  owners  in  cruiring  9t 
committing  hostilities  upon  the  subjects,  dtizena,  or 

Jro^rty  of  any  Prince  or  States  or  of  eny  ookiiy, 
btrict  or  people,  irith  whom  the  United  States  axa  st 
peace. 

Ssc. 3.  Andheitjwiker enacted,  Tbst  the  colIeo> 
tors  of  the  cualoras  be,  and  they  are  hereiry,  respect- 
ively authoiiaed  and  rsqaiied  to  detain  mnj  vemd. 
bound  ftem  the  United  SlaCea,  9i  wliidk  the  emr^ 
shall  principally  cooint  of  aima  and  mnttitftonn  of 
war,  whan  tie  numhsr  of  bmu  shippad  on  boaofd,  or 
othnr  drcufltttanoesb  dull  render  it  pnAndbla  tbam  is 
an  intsndon  to  viohUs  the  mntial  obllgatiana  of  the 
United  Statea  to  Ibcrign  Qorsramenla,  until  tha  dacan> 
ion  of  the  Prsridant  be  had  thetei^an,  or  until  thn 
owner -anters  mto  bond  and  eeearity  to  the  ooUector, 
prior  to  tho  clearing  out  the  some,  in  doidde  tha 
amount  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  boax4 
including  her  armament,  that  the  arid  i&p  or  vesnoi 
shall  not  be  employed  by  tha  owner  or  ownoa  in 
cruising  or  cammitting  hostilities  upon  fhe  aubject% 
dtlaens,  or  property  of  any  Frtnoa  or  State,  colon j, 
district  or  pe^le  with  whom  the  United  States  are  aa 
peao^ 

Sac.  4.  ilnd  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  fi>r«gn 
shipor  veaMl  shall  t!e  armed  and  equipped,  nor  abaO 
the  fierce  of  any  finafign  armed  ship  or  vaasel  be  in- 
creaaed-  or  augmented  in  the  porta  of  the  lUssd 
States,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 


WEDIC18D4T,  January  29. 

Another  menbet,  to  wit :  From  the  Slate  oC 
Ohio,  Jamib  KiLBODsifi  appeared,  prudaced  his 
^redentiaJa,  wna  qualified,  nnd  took  hia  aent. 

Mr.  HuLBcaT  preaontnd  «  petitioa  of  the  Beric- 
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slMre^AsMeMoB  hr  the  PremoHoik  of  Agricul- 
ture aad  Mmvfeetures  in  Mtssachusects,  praying 
that  ihe  ate!  c^  the  National  (SoTerament  may 
be  extended  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  either  by  the  es* 
tab/ishment  of  a  national  board,  or  by  such  other 
measures  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may 
seem  meet  and'  proper ;  which  petition  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Hulbert,  Gold,  Plbabantb,  Telfair, 
and  W.  P.  Maclat,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wendovbr  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Domestic  Manufactures,  representing  the  de- 
pressed and  distressed  condition  of  the  manufac- 
turing establishmenu  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  praying  that  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  new  tariff  may  oe  made  permanent — that  the 
importation  of  cotton  manufactures  from  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  may  be  prohib- 
ited—that further  and  more  efficient  provisions 
may  be  adopted  to  prevent  smuggling,  false  in- 
voices, and  other  frauds  on  the  revenue — that  a 
dutjr  of  tea  per  cent,  be  laid  on  auction  sales  of 
foreign  goods — and  that  such  additional  aid  and 
protection  may  be  extended  to  them  generally, 
as  will  ]7lace  them  beyond  that  foreign  influence 
which  ^'ms  at  their  destruction. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  sec- 
ond convention  of  the  Manumission  Society  of 
Tennessee,  praying  that  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation may  be  taken  into  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  and  that  such  aid  may  be  af- 
forded to  them  a^  may  be  within  the  Constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  Qeneral  Government :  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  peti^on  of  Roo- 
ert  Burnside;  which  was  read,  when  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside ; 
which  was  read  twice,and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on.  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  fpr  tJi^.  lelitC  of  y^rpQiia  imipriwoed  for 
debt. 

Mr.  Loisvndeb,  from  the  same  committee,  which 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  ^tiijfy  the  claims  of 
the  frlendiv  Crees  Indian;**  whose  property  was 
plundered  by  the  hostile  Creeks,  in  consequence 
of  their  fttUchnient  to  the  United  States,  made  a 
report  thereon^  which  was  read,  when  Mr.  L.  re- 
ported a  bill  (or  the  relief  of  certain  Creek  In- 
diana ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Oommitlee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mt.  RoBEB^BON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
Uam  Miller,  and  others;  which  was  read,  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill,  confirming  the  title  of  Mil- 
ler and  Fattoa  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Bayou 
Bmuf,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ccmimttted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  biU  for  the  location  of  the  lands 
reeerTed  by  treaty  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors 
of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indiaos. 
14th  Con.  2d  Sbs^.— S5 


Mr.  Sbakp,  from  the  Committeeon  Private Lani 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wifliam 
Daniel  y  wnich  was  read  twipe,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chappeli*,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commit  ten  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

BILL  FOR  ENFORCING  NEUTRALITY. 

The  engrosaed  bill  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  armed 
vessels,  to  be  used  against  friendly  Powers,  &G., 
was  read  the  third  time,  aiul  passed^^ayes  83, 
noes  62. 

The  title  was  amended,  so  aa  to  entitle  it  "Aa 
act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  the  United  Suus." 

THE  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  nav* 
igaiiun  of  the  United  l^tates.  [To  prohibit,  after 
a  certain  day,  the  importation  of  any  merchaur 
disc  from  any  foreign  porL  Except  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  vessels  owned 
wholly  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  country 
of  which  the  goods  are  the  grow|h  or  produce,  or 
from  which  such  goods,  dtc.,  are  usually  shipped 
for  transportattoo :  Provided^  That  the  prohibi- 
tion shall  not  extend  to  the  vessels  of  any  foreign' 
nation  which  has  not  adopted,  or  shall  not  adopt 
a  similar  regulation.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  explained  the  views  of  the  com* 
mittee  in  reporting  the  bill;  its  effects,  and- the 
necessity  of  such  a  regulation,  to  place  oar  navi- 
gation on  a  footing  with,  and  countervail  the  par* 
tial  regulation  of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  biU 
the  proviso  stated  above.  This  motion  produoed 
an  intereatuig  debate  en  the  piaaeipies  of  itebill, 
in*  whieh  the  ooaamereial  iatereoorse  of  this«oo»» 
Wf  witt^  foreign  nations,  the  rolaiien  or' trade  gta« 
eratly,  and  the  effect  of  oofr  commercial  eooven* 
tions,  dUs.,  were  widely  discussed.  *  The  geBtle* 
men  who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  diseossitm 
were,  Messrs.  LoDvitnaS)  FoRaTTH,  Smitb,  of 
Maryland,  Calhoun,  Clat,  Hopkinbon,  and 
Pitkin. 

On  taking  the  question  on  striking  out  theprb* 
viso,  it  was  decided  in  (be  negative— ayes  30.     r 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  to  take  up  the  next  bill  referre4 
to  it,  being  the  bill  to  prohibit  all  commercial. in* 
teccourse  with  those  ports  j^to  which  the  veesels 
of  the  United  States  aice  aot  permitieA  to  eni«ff 
and  trade. 

After  spending  some  time  in  aasidnoaslipi  dis- 
cussing the  prorisiona  of  this  hilt,  and  various 
propositions  to  amend  them,  (he  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  first  bill  to  the  Uoose^ando^ 
tained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  latter  one,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


TeasBnAr,  JaiMiary  30. . 

Mr.  FoRBYTB  presented  a  petition  bf  the  Co* 
lumbian  Institute,  Ibr  the  promotion  of  the  aru 
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and  tcieDceSf  praviog  for  a  mnt  of  a  portion  of 
the  public  gFOOoa  witbio  tae  City  of  Washinf- 
toD,  known  on  the  plat  of  the  said  city  by  the 
name  of  ibe  Mall,  to  enable  tbe  said  Institute  to 
establish  a  botanical  garden,  and  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  other  object*  of  their  association. — Re- 
i^rred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbiai 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Habbibon,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  the  bounty  of  160  acres  of 
land  to  all  nie  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Army,  who,  haTiog  been  unlisted  pre- 
Tiously  to  the  24th  of  December,  1811,  are  not 
entitled,  under  existing  laws,  to  said  bounty,  but 
wbo  bare  faithfully  serred  to  the  close  of  tbe  late 
war,  and  obtained  an  honorable  discharge. 

The  bill  concerning  the  navigation  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  tbe 
Committee  of  tbe  Wbole,  to  which  has  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  prohibit  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  ports  or  places  into,  or  with 
which  tbe  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  are  not 
ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade. 

Mr.  Jackbon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  tbe 
table : 

-  Ruohedf  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Spacer,  for  the  present  session,  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  ensaing  session  of  Congress,  three  clerks 
of  committees,  to  be  assigned  to  such  standing  com- 
mittees as  he  may  designate,  with  such  daily  compen- 
sation during  the  sessions  as  he  shall  prescribe,  to  be 
paid  out  of  &t  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatitei." 

MISSOURI  TBRBITORy. 

Mr.  PopB  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

•<  Btjohid,  That  the  CommHteo  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  granl- 
ing  or  securing  to  the  town  of  8t  Louis,  in  the  Mia« 
soon  Territoiy,  aa  a  common,  all  the  sand  bar,  or  bat- 
tars,  formed  by  the  recaasion  of  the  Miasianppi  river 
between  the  said  town  and  low  water  nark,  and  to 
nrohU>it  the  location  of  any  floating  claim  in  the  aaid 
Territory  thereon ;  or,  if  any  location  sboaJd  have  been 
made,  to  prohibit,  by  law,  the  issuing  of  a  patent 
therefor. 

**  Mefohed,  alto,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient^  of 
prohibiting,  by  I|tw,  the  location  of  any  floating  claim 
on  any  lands  in  the  Territoiy  of  Missouri,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  *to  which  land  has  been  secured  to  any 
aettler  by  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  April,  18U ;  or,  if  any 
sneh  locatbn  should  have  been  made,  to  prohibit,  1^ 
law,  the  issuing  of  a  patent  therefor. 

•*  JUmkftd,  ai$o.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
prohibiting,  by  law,  the  location  of  any  floating  claim 
IB  the  Territoiy  of  Missouri^  on  any  lands,  the  right, 
title,  or  claim  to  which  has  been  at  any  time  heretofors 
given  notice  of,  or  filed  with  either  of  the  boards  of 
commissioners  in  said  Territory,  or  with  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  acting  as  such  under  any  law  of  Con- 
gress for  tbe  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  said  Territo- 
ry t^^r,  if  any  aucb  location  should  have  been  made,  to 
^J  Iaw,  the  issuing  of  patento  theiefor. 


"JgessfasAalsp,  Thattho 
Lands  be  instmcted  to  inquiie  into  the 
prohibiting,  by  law,  the  location  d  any  Aomting 
u  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  on  mnj  town  lot,  village 
lot,  out  lot,  or  common  field  lot,  or  romawna,  in*  a^ 
joining  or  appertaining  to  any  of  the  towas  or  wUhgtt 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  or,  if  any  sadh  location 
shall  hare  been  made,  to  prohibit,  hy  Inw,  the  issuing 
of  patents  therefor." 

Mr.  Pope  eiplained  the  objects  of  these  reso- 
lutions.   In  regard  to  the  first  he  said,  that,  un- 
der the  law  passed  at  a  former  session,  (ani^>riz- 
ing  the  transfer  of  land  claims  from  the  coonty  of 
New  Madrid  to  other  vacant  lands  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory,)  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
appropriate  a  piece  of  land  asoally  called  ba- 
ture,  between  high  aod  low  water  mark,  the  pos- 
session of  which,  in  this  manner  obtained,  woaU 
Srobabljr  be  extremely  detrimental  to  the  town  of 
It.  Louis,  subjecting  its  prosperity  to  the  will  of 
the  owner  of  that  property.    In  regard  to  tbe  sec* 
ond,  it  was  predicated  on  the  injuatiee  ofpermh' 
ting  pre-emption  claims  (alreadv  recognised  by 
law)  from  being  covered  by  other  patents,  dbc 
With  respect  to  the  third,  he  said  that  involved  a 
matter  of  more  difficulty.    The  act  of  Congress 
for  the  settlement  of  land  claims  in  the  Missouri 
Territory  made  tbe  decisions  of  the  commission- 
ers thereon  fioal,  when  the  claims  sboald  be  A- 
vorably  adjudged ;  when  otherwise,  the  deeisioas 
were  not  final,  but  were  referred  by  tbe  act  to  the 
decision  of  Congress,  in  respect  to  the  question 
between  the  United  States  and  the  claimants. 
Congress  not  having  yet  legislated  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  clainas  yet  stood  against  the  GSovern- 
meot;  and  as  in  some  cases  the  claims  had  beea 
improperly   rejected  by   tbe  commissioiiers,   it 
would  not  be  proper  to  permit  those  who  obuio- 
ed  the  bounty  of  Gofetumeat,  to  locate  their 
grants  in  such  a  maooer  as  to  deprive  such  indi- 
viduals of  their  rights.  The  fourth  regarded  town 
lots,  which  it  would  be  injudicioua  and  unfair  to 
sufier  individuals  to  locate  claims  on,  &c 
The  resolutions  were  adopted  without  objection. 

COMMERCIAL  TRTEVtCOVBSfK. 

The  House  *geiu  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  biH  ^  to  prohibit  a.U 
commercial  intercourse  with  ports  or  places  into, 
or  with  which  the  vessels  oi  the  United  States 
are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  enter  and  trade.^ 

Mr.  Kiifo,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  thai  it 
was  only  necessary  to  suggest  to  tbe  Coasaitcce 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject  under  diseua* 
sion  to  insure  to  it  all  the  attention  it  demanded. 
It  was  not  a  sul^ect  that  respected  paruccUar 
sections  of  the  country,  but  it  had  a  direct  hcnr" 
ing  upon  our  national  prosperity  aod  oatiooaJ  de- 
fence. Commerce  and  navigation  were  indeed 
indivisible,  and  their  intimate  connexion  with  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest  ^mmm 
known  to  all.  The  regulations  proposed  bf  \he 
bill  bore  no  analogy  to  the  restrictive  system, 
commencing  with  the  non-importation  act  ol 
1806,  aod  ending  in  war  in  1813;  that  wia  not 
to  regulate  commerce,  but  to  convert  it  into  aa 
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eDgine  of  war,  which  reacted  with  greatw  fiirte 
upon  oar  citizens  than  it  acted  upon  our  enemj. 
The  present  regulations,  if  adopted,  would  be  in 
self-defence,  to  retaliateupon  foreign  nations  some 
of  their  injurious  impositions.  It  never  had  been 
the  policy  of  this  country  to  begin  a  system  of 
this  kind,  but  it  is  her  true  policy  to  counterTail 
the  regulations  of  other  nations.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  examined  this  sub- 
ject with  his  usulil  accuracy  and  precision,  in  the 
few  observatFons  he  submitted  yesterday,  thinks 
that  regulations  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  this 
bill  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  compact  or  treaty  : 
why  then  19  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
Tested  in  Conffress7  Especially  if  the  doctrine 
contended  for  by  some  honorable  gentlemen  be 
correct,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  commercial  con- 
rention  with  Great  Britain,  that  the  sanction  of 
Congress  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  such 
II  convention  ?  But^  sir,  it  requires  the  consent  of 
two  nations  to  form  a  treaty,  though  we  m^y 
[>ass  laws  regulating  commerce.  And  such  laws 
ire  infinitely  more  permanent  than  treaties. 
Fake  the  ease  of  Gfreat  Britain  in  relation  to  her 
|elebrated  navigation  act ;  which  has  now  existed 
or  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  How 
iften  have  her  treaties,  within  that  time,  been 
enewed,  with  the  principal  nations  of  Europe! 
ALws  thus  passed,  thus  permanent,  are  not  liable  to 
« torn  asunder  bv  every  blast  of  war.  But,  sir,  we 
tave  no  option  left — some  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
ne  at  least,  has  established  her  regulations,  in- 
arious  as  we  think  to  our  navigation,  and  refuses 
»  treat  oQ  the  subject;  nor  will  she  ever  treat 
hereon,  if  you  thus  acquiesce.  A  free  and  fkir 
ommerce  with  all  th^  world  is  what  we  wish — 
n  absence  of  all  restrictions ;  bdt  if  other  nations 
rill  not  pursue  this  course,  we  must  retaliate,  or 
aerifice  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

I  wish,  sir,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
litiee  to  the  language  and  opinions  of  some  of 
ur  most  distinguish^!  statesmen  on  this  snbject. 
0  1784,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress 
nderthe  Coofederation — two  of  which  committee 
rere  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  late  Vice  President, 
fr.  Qerry-^cmtains  these  paragraphs : 

^The  trust  reposed  in  Congress  renders  it  their 
Bty  to  be  attenttTe  to  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations, 
nd  to  prevent  or  restrain^  as  &r  as  may  be,  all  such 
roceedings  as  might  prove  injurious  to  the  United 
tates.  The  situation  of  commerce  at  this  time  claims 
le  attention  of  the  several  States,  and  few  objects  of 
reater  impottanoe  can  present  tiiemielves  to  their 
otice.  The  fortune  of  evetj  dtixeB  is  Interested  in 
le  soaeeea  therwf;  inr  it  is  the  constant  source  of 
'emlth  and  incentive  to  industry ;  and  the  value  of  oar 
rodnoe  and  ous  land  must  ever  tiso  or  fiiU  in  propor- 
•n  to  the  pvospenras  or  adverse  state  of  trade. 

««Already  bae  Great  Britain  adopted  regulations  de- 
tractive of  our  commerce  with  her  West  India  islands. 
%ere  wae  reaaon  to  expeet  ^t  measures  so  unequal, 
ad  so  little  caloulated  to  promote  mercantile  Inter- 
ouiae»  would  not  be  pefeavered  in  by  an  enhghtened 
tataoB.    Bvtthose  meaearei  aregrowiBginto  system.'' 

Another  eommittee  of  that  honorable  body  in 


1789-^Golonel  Monroe,  the  President  elect,  waa 
one-^in  a  letter  to  the  States,  says : 

''.Possessing  ho  advantages  in  (he  ports  of  his  own 
countxy,  and  subjected  to  much  higher  duties  and  re- 
strictions in  those  of  other  Powers,  it  vrill  necessarily 
become  the  interest  of  the  American  merchant  to  ship 
his  produce  in  foreign  bottoms ;  of  course  their  pros- 
pects^of  national  consequence  must  decline,  their  mer- 
chants become  only  the  agents  and  retailers  of  those 
of  foreign  Powers,  their  extensive  forests  be  hewn  down 
and  laid  waste,  to  add  to  their  strength  and  national 
resources,  and  the  American  flag  be  rarely  seen  upon 
the  face  of  the  seas.''  "If  they  (the  8utes)  wish  to 
cement  the  Union  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest  and 
afiection;  if  they  wish  to  promote  its  strength  and 
grandeur,  founded  upon  that  of  each  individual  State, 
every  consideration  of  local  as  well  as  of  Federal  pol- 
icy urge  them  to  adopt  the  following  recommendation :" 

To  vest  Congress  with  power  to  regulate  coia* 
merce.  Our  preaeat  Coastitation  gave  them  that 
power,  the  use  thev  will  make  of  it,  on  this  sob* 
ject  we  are  yet  to-teare. 

in  Ill9^  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  JefleieoB,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  made  an  able  and  highly  important  re> 
port,  on  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  our  com* 
merce  in  foreign  countries,  in  which  he  saysT 

"  Our  commerce  is  certsinly  of  a  character  to  entitle 
it  to  &vor  in  most  countries.  The  commodities  we 
offer  are  necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  msnu&c^ 
ture,  or  convenient  subjects  of  revenue ;  and  we  take 
in  exchange  either  manufactures,  when  they  have  re- 
ceived the  last  finish  of  art  and  iadostry,  or  mere  lux* 
uries.  Such  customers  may  reasonably  expect  wel- 
come and  friendly  treatment  at  evexy  market.  Cus- 
tomers, too,  whose  demands  increasing  with  their 
wealth  and  population,  must  ^erj  shortly  give  full  em- 
ployment to  the  whole  industty  of  any  nation  what- 
ever, in  any  line  of  supply  they  may  get  into  the  habit 
of  calling  for  from  it. 

"  But  should  sny  nstion^  contrary  to  our  wishes,  snjp* 
pose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  continuing  its 
system  of  prohibitions,  duties  and  regulations,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  protect  onr  citizens,  their  commerce  and 
navigationt  l>y  counter  prohiliitions,  duties,  and  regu* 
latkms,  also.  Free  eommeree  and  navigation  are  not 
to  be  ghea  in  exehange  for  restrictions  and  vexations; 
nor  are  they  likelty  to  pisodace  a  xeUxation  of  them» 

**  Obi  navigatiMi  involves  stiU  higher  considerations* 
As  a  branch,  ef  industry  it  is  valaabto^  but  as  a  resource 
of  defooGa»  essential." 

How  faliy  waa  this  verified  ia  oar  late  war^  by 
the  brilliant  aehtevements  of  our  gallant  Navy— 
so  honorable  to  our  coabtry«-ao  glorious  to  our 
aaval  heieea  1 

*<  Us  value  as  a  braneh  of  indostry  is  enhanced  by 
the  dependenoe  of  so  many  other  branches  on  it.  In 
tuMs  of  general  peace  il  malliplies  competitors  for  em« 
ployment  in  transportation,  and  so  keeps  that  at  its 
proper  level;  and  in  times  of  war,  that  is  to  say,  when 
those  nations  who  may  be  our  principal  carriers  shall 
l>e  at  war  with  each  other,  if  we  have  not  within  our- 
selves the  means  of  transportation,  onr  produce  must 
be  exported  in  belligerent  vessels,  at  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  wsr  freight  and  insurance,  and  the  articles 
which  will  not  bear  that  must  perish  on  onr  hsnds. 

"  But  it  is  as  a  resource  of  defonce,  thst  our  navi- 
gation will  admit  neither  nagteetnor  forbettraBoe;  The 


776 


mSTORT  OF  OOKGBBSS. 


778 


H.OVR. 


CbMnMfCMIi  AI(6l^0OIPV0» 


jAKiiAn,  Ifiir 


pMition  ftod  ciicwnfllHiew  oftlM  Dnhad  SteteclatwB 
Ihflm  nothing  to  Umt  on  their  Und-board,  and  nothing 
to  deaire  beyond  their  preient  rights.  Bat  on  their 
•ea-botid  they  en  open  to  injniy,  and  they  have  there, 
loo^  a  commerce  which  mnat  be  protected ;  this  can 
only  be  done  by  possessing  a  respecuble  body  of  du 
izen  seamen,  and  of  artists  and  e^ablishments  in  read- 
iness for  ship  boilding. 

«Tbe  carriage  of  our  own  commodities^  if  once  es- 
tftblidied  in  another  diannel,  cannot  be  resumed  in 
the  moment  we  may  denre.  If  we  lose  the  seamen 
and  artists,  whom  it  now  occupies,  we  lose  the  present 
means  of  marine  defence  ;  ana  time  will  not  be  requi- 
site to  raise  up  others  ;  when  disgrace  or  losses  bring 
home  to  our  feelings  the  error  of  having  abandoned 
ihem.  The  materials  for  maintaining  our  due  share  of 
navigation  are  ours  in  abundance ;  and,  as  the  mode 
of  using  them,  we  have  onlv  to  adopt  the  prindples  of 
thoee  who  put  us  on  the  defensive,  or  others  equivalent 
and  better  fitted  to  our  ciscmnstanees. 

M  Where  a  nation  impoeee  high  duties  on  our  pro- 
dnetioiis,  or  prohibiu  then  alCagetiier,  it  m«y  b«  pro- 
per for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs. 

«« When  a  nation  reftuaa  lo  reoeive  in  onr  voMSIs  any 
prodnotioaa  bat  our  own»  we  may  refoae  lo  receive  in 
^eiii  any  bnt  their  own  pvodnettone. 

**  Where  a  nation  refuaee  lo  our  veasels  the  carriage 
even  of  our  own  productions,  to  oertain  countries  nnder 
her  dominion,  we  might  reAise  to  theirs,  of  every  de- 
acription,  carnage  of  the  same  productions  to  the  same 
countries. 

**  But  as  justice  and  good  neighborhood  would  dic- 
tate, that  those  who  have  no  part  in  imposing  the  re- 
iftriction  on  ue»  should  not  be  the  victims  of  measures 
adopted  to  defeat  its  effect,  it  may  be  proper  to  confine 
the  restriction  to  vessels  owned  or  navigated  by  any 
subjects  of  the  same  dominant  Power,  other  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  to  which  the  said  produc- 
tions are  to  be  carried.  And  to  prevent  all  inconve- 
nience to  the  said  inhabitants,  and  lo  our  own,  by  too 
sudden  a  check  on  the  means  of  transportation,  we 
may  continue  to  admit  the  vessels  marked  for  future 
exclusion,  on  an  advanced  tonnage,  and  for  such  length 
of  time  only,  as  will  be  suppoaed  necessaiyj  lo  provide 
•gainst  such  inconvenience.'* 

GMioh,  sir,  were  th«  opinions  and  vitMraof.eonio 
of  our  moat  diaiiiifaiafaed  aigttaiben,  ud  stttli 
inn  the  prineipiea  of  polioy  reeonnended  bf 
them,  A)r  the  adopliou  of  their  coMiAlry-^iigUf 
appiiciible  to  oar  present  aitoati<wi">e^iMiiiy  ne- 
eessary  now  to  be  adopted^  That  they  were  nol 
called  upon  at  an  earlier  period,  the  eooTitlsed 
state  of  bnrope)  firoan  the  eomineiiceflMot  •f  the 
FreBch  nvolotioB,  in  17d9,  lo  the  lermNiation  of 
IIm  late  eoofliet  In  Rorope,  for aiafaea  a  enflieieal 
reason.  But,  sir,  Congress  ought  befoeeio  have 
aeted  upon  this  a«hject«<-befora  %\m  toraaiaation 
of  that  eoailie^^-beiore  the  negotlatioBof  the  late 
commercial  eonveDtion  of  LoadoD.  Orear  Brit- 
ain did  this:  she  revised  her  navigation  laws; 
formed  a  new  tariff,  or  greatly  altered  her  former, 
and  adapted  the  whole  to  a  state  of  peace  in  Eu- 
rope and  with  America.  And  ahboogh  in  that 
convention  she  professes  to  put  the  direct  trade 
between  the  two  countries  upon  a  perfect  footing 
of  reciprocity,  yet  she  had  before  secured  the 
principal  advantages  to  her  own  ships  and  sub- 
j^eta,    la  a  word,  (and  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Jef- 


feiaon'a  report,)  we  did  give  '^  bar  coaamefea  and 
navigation  in  exchange  for  reatrietiona  aad  vei- 
ations."     We  admit  all  her  prodoetioos;  she  le- 
foses  or  lays  prohibitory  dutiea  cm  maajr  of  onn. 
All  oar  poru  are  o])en  to  her;  one-thini  of  her 
ports  are  closed  against  ns.    She  told  our  Com- 
missioners we  had  nothing  to  offer  in  cKehange 
for  her  coloaial  ports.     Have  we  noi  a  most 
extensive  and  lucrative  eommeree  to  oSei  (oc 
them^a  commerce,  if  not  esscntiai  to  their  exist- 
ence, at  least  neoessarjr  to  their  growth  and  pros- 
perity ?    Shall  it  be  said  we  have  sotbiiig  ta  offer 
for  the  trade  of  these  coloniesi  when  tSey  aov 
receive  in  British  bottoms  three-quarters  of  theii 
sonpliea  from  as?    No,  sir ;  pass  the  laws  on  year 
unle,  and  at  your  next  m^oUatioa  yon  will  bsic 
in  them  stronger  arguments  than  aay  of  you 
Commissioners  had  at  the  formation  of  ihe  lite 
convention,  as  it  respects  the  eolooial  tiaide.    la 
little  more  than  two  years  that  eoBTeniioa  will 
expire.    Yon  will  pronably  treat  ania  apon  the 
subjecta  embraced  by  it.     These  laws  will  aid 
you  in  obtaining  a  true  reciprocity  in  commerce. 
All  nations  disj^sed  to  act  on  high  and  honora- 
ble principles  will  find  America  anxious  to  do  the 
same.    If  they  are  disposed  to  remove  all  restricr 
tiona  from  commerce,  America  will  do  the  same. 
Such  is  the  language  of  her  statesmen,  qaoc«i 
above ;  such  the  language  of  her  laws,     unsoli- 
cited, sbe^  long  aince  paued  a  law  oSkriof  to  all 
commercial  traders  to  abolish  ail  dbcrimmatii^ 
duties,  that  commercei  like  the  ocean  on  which  it 
flosts,  might  find  its  proper  level;  that  the  oeeaa 
might  inoeed  become  the  great^the  common,  and 
the  safe  highway  of  nationa,  where  the  eitizeas 
and  subjects  might  meet  as  friends. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  principal  features  of  the  Brit- 
ish  navigation  act.  It  is  a  wise  anil  mged  moni- 
tor ;  it  has  existed  for  more  than  one  hnadred  and 
fiAy  years ;  the  most  profitable  and  best  counael- 
lor  the  British  monarchy  ever  poasesaed.  And  I 
sincerely  hope  that  our  country  will  draw  mach 
profit  and  instruction  from  the  sanu  soorce.  The 
following  account  of  that  act,  greatly. abbreviated, 
is  taken  from  Chitty's  Law  ofNations.  Soma ot 
the  additional  acts  have  received  modificaiioa 
since  he  wrote,  particularly  in  relatioii  to  tbii 
country : 

The  great  navigatjpn  act  (as  it  la  caUed)  of 
Great  Britain  passed  before  the  Restoration,  viz : 
October  9, 1651,  aoj  was  intended  "  to  cripple  the 
Dutch  trade.**  The  subsisting  act  of  navigation 
was  passed  12  Charles  U.,  ch.  18.  lu  principal 
pvovisions  are  tl^cee^ipld,,  vii^ 

1.  Relating  to  tl^a.copistiotf  tiadaof  QceaA  Bril- 

Sl  Her  trade  wiih  other  itatefMndana  Statsi; 

3.  Tha  trade  ahe  earrias  on  henal^  or  pwwiti 
other  Sutes  to  ca^i^.  on,  with  bar  plaautioasand 
foreign  poasessioaau 

The  first  is  coofiined  solely  to  Bcitiab  boiioms 
the.maaier  aad  thne-qaartesa  at  leant  ait  the  sea- 
men BogUsh— and  is  from  one  part  or  cietk  of 
Bnglapdv  irelaad,  4c.,  to  aaatlMr  port  or  ciaek  is 
the 
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Tbe  Petfood  it  restricted  to  fingUali  yeueh,  or 
Teasels  of  the  eotittt^  prodneine  the  trttcle— the 
master  and  three-quarters  of  tne  erew  of  that 
coDDtry-^-or  to  resseis  of  the  pkce  where  the  ar- 
ticle is  first  shipped.  By  6  Qeorge  I^  eh.^  15. 
Timber  from  Germaaf  confined  to  Bog^ish  ves- 
sels. Certain  enumerated  articles  admitted  from 
Europe.  The  trade  with  Asia,  Afrieai  and  Amer- 
rca,  restricted  to  British  colonial  ressels  of  hers, 
bj  12  Charles  II.,  ch.  18. 3.  Exceptions  in  faror 
>f  the  Portaffeese,  48  George  III.,  ch.  11.  Prod- 
acts  direct  from  Brazil,  in  Portngnese  resseis, 
>wned  by  subjects  of  that  CkiTemnient,  resident 
n  said  covntrjr. 

Exception  to  the  United  Stales,  37  Qeorge  III., 
:h.  97.  American  products  in  American  and 
British  sh'ips-^he  master  and  three-quarters  of 
he  mariners  of  the  country.  "  Any  ^ods,  whres, 
)r  merchandise,  the  growth,  production,  or  man- 
flfacture,  of  the  United  States,  not  prohibited  by 
taw,"  section  37,  this  act  to  ctmtinue  in  force  so 
long  as  tbe  treaty  between  His  Majeety  and  the 
[Jnited  States  shall.  The  trtoty  ceased,  but  this 
statute  was  Continued,  by  sundry  acts,  to  1808; 
hen  continued  ancfther  year;  and  the  49  George 
11.,  ch.  59,  re-enacted  the  saime.  without  any  lim- 
tation.  (ImtNirlaac^  of  these  legistatire  acts  hot 
epealed  by  taw.)  This  act  then  is  permanently 
n  force,  except  when  affected  for  a  tiihe  by  oar 
lon-tntereourse,  embargo,  or  the  British  retalia- 
ions  thereof.  Some  exceptions  from  the  general 
aw,  as  to  unmanufactured  tobacco,  indigo,  and 
sochineal.  Sxcepiions  and  permanent  absence 
if  all  rtetrietions  as  to  masts,  timber  or  boards, 
»tch,  tar,  rosin,  hemp  or  flex,  by  47  George  III., 
tb.  27,  2.  May  be  exported  in  any  vessel  beiong- 
ng  to  any  State  in  ainity  with  His  Majesty,  naf- 
pted  in  any  manner,  (since  altered ;)  also  bul- 
lon  and  prixe  goods,  t^  original  act  of  13  Oharies 
I.,  ch.  18, 15;  also  temporary  suspensions  during 
he  war.  By  said  original  act  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  with  her  colonies  (which  was  the  third 
Mnch  abore  named]  is  confined  to  her  home 
ind  colonial  shipping.  Exceptions  by  45  George 
!1I.,  eta.  57,  enacts  that  wood,  cotton,  wool,  &c., 
Dili  timber,  horses,  cattle,  Ac,  may  be  imported 
Dto  certain  t>orts,  via:  Kingston,  BaTannab,  La 
iilar,  db«.,  from  the  country  of  their  growth^  pro- 
luetion,  or  manufacture,  in  vessels  of  sUch  coua- 
ry ;  also  toteecoj  also  permits  certain  exports, 
since  altered.)  When  War  is  declared,  the  Kin^, 
tj  proclamation,  shall  permit  merchant  vessels, 
fcc.,  to  be  sailed  diffhrently  from  the  navigation 
aws. 

The  great  obj^t  of  these  laws  is  to  enlarge  and 
itrengtfaen  the  maritime  power  of  Gfeat  Britain  ; 
ind,  as  one  of  her  political  writers  remarks,  they 
fmpos^  bufdens  on  lorelgn  to  encourage  domestic 
ndustry;  that  the  act  of  tmvi^tion  is.  perhaps, 
the  wisest  of  all  the  ccrmmercial  regulations  of 
Bngland.  **  If  the  wisdom  of  any  scheme  of  pol« 
'  icy  is  to  be  measured  by  its  effects  and  conse* 
'  quences,  our  navigation  svstem  is  entitled  to  the 
^  praise  of  havinffattalned  the  end  for  which  it 
*  was  designed,  whether  we  regard  the  primary 
'  or  inferior  objecu  in  this  system — wheuier  it  is 


'  the  increase  of  shipping,  the  extension  of  our 
'  foreign  tiade|  or  the  strength  of  our  navy-^thef 

*  have  all  advanced  to  a  degree  of  consideratioa 
'  unexampled,  and  they  owe  that  advancement  to 

*  this  system.''-— (Re ve's  Law  of  Shipping,  cited 
in  Chi Ky's  Lav  of  Nations.) 

These  are  some  of  the  features  of  the  celebra- 
ted Navigation  Act  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  soiae 
of  the  laws  relating  to  the  same  subject.  Let  it 
not  be  said  that  she  will  not  relax  in  her  colonial 
system  when  we  ste  she  has  relaxed,  even  in  re* 
latino  to  this  country,  when  it  was  for  her  inter- 
est. But  what  reason  has  she  to  relax  her  re- 
strietions  if  you  do  not  retaliate  them  7  Reboc 
them,  did  I  say  I  Nay,  she  will  add  to  them-^ 
favor  the  trade  of  her  own  subjects  at  the  expenae 
of  your  trade,  unless  you  counterrail  her  acts. 
The  very  trade  between  our  coantry  and  her 
colonies,  wbieh  she  allowa  in  her  own  bottoiM^  is 
a  relaxatioa  of  the  old  colonial  law,  which  i^ 
stricted  that  trade  to  the  mother  oountiry.  And 
what  has  been  the  consequteace  of  Ibts  direct 
trade  in  British  ships  between  her  colonies  and 
this  counirv  t  That  some  of  these  colonies  hav<e 
prevented;  oy  hi^  duties,  the  introduction  firoia 
neighboring  islands,  to  which  our  vessels  can  go, 

£  except  from  Bermuda,)  of  all  coramodhies  from 
is  country^  because  thef  can  receive  them  cheap- 
er direct  from  this  country,  and  can  send  thenr 
produce,  such  I  mean  as  they  permit  to  be  sent, 
chiefly  rum^  su^ar,  and  molasses,  directly  to  us« 
And,  siV,  it  is  principaliv  by  this  colonial  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  the  deciaed  advantage  which  that 
affords,  which  enables  her  almost  to  engross  the 
dtreei  trade  between  this  akid  Great  Britaia-*-the 
advantage  of  double  vovattes:  hereby  cnabliag 
Iter  ehip^ownersto  underbid  us  in  our  own  polls 
-i-(I  mean,  to  carry  for  less  frei^bt.)  In  relatidii 
to  that  part  of  Mh  Jefi^rson's  repott  which  h^ 
ftrs  to  some  of  the  British  islands  #hich  mfght 
Equally  with  ourselves  be  the  victiikks  of  the  re- 
strictive laws  of  Great  Britain,  it  Is  sufficient  to 
remark  that  some  of  her  colonies,  (I  do  not  refler 
to  th^  islands,)  have  ur|^d  her  on  to  the  adoption 
of  some  of  her  laws  injurious  to  o<ir  navigation. 
Nay,  some  of  her  colonial  assemblies  have  theia- 
selves  passed  laws  in  relation  to  their  trade  intk 
this  country  of  which  we  have  reason  to  cotih- 
plain.  On  the  subject  of  trade  in  plaster  of 
Paris,  the  assemblies  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia  have  passed  laws  of  ^e  most  offea* 
sive  character:  laying  a  duty  almost  equal  to  the 
price  of  the  article  in  the  Boston  market,  on  all 
the  plaster  exported  from  their  provinces,  and 
landed  to  the  ea^t  of  Cape  Cod— the  duty,  I  think^ 
is  twenty  shillings  sterling  the  ton;  and  this  ac^ 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  has  received  tbe 
sanction  of  the  Prince  Regent.  Thus,  to  enable 
the  British  vessel  to  carry  the  article  to  the  place 
of  consumption,  k  distinction  is  made  in  our 
ports,  and  a  preference  given  to  some  of  our  ports 
over  others.  Can  Congress  for  a  moment  suffer 
a  preference  of  this  kind?  Suffer  a  foreign 
Power  to  do  that  which  the  Constitution  mil 
not  permit  you  to  do?  Where  will  these  en- 
croachments end,  if  not  met  by  the  most  decisive 
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mcftsoret  of  retaliation  ?  Sir,  I  fear  this  whole 
bQsiness  is  a  sacrifice  of  prioeiple  to  a  little  tem- 
porary interest.  We  hear  it  said,  it  will  do  no 
good  to  pass  these  laws;  Great  Britain  will  not 
relax  in  her  restrietire  laws;  sir,  it  will  do  this 
good :  it  will  preyent  her  wealthy  merchants  and 
ship-owners  irom  rising  into  importance  on  the 
misfortQoes  and  the  bankruptcies  of  our  citizens ; 
it  will  pre?ent  her  already  gigantic  naval  power 
from  rising  still  higher  on  the  ruins  of  our  own. 

One  word  more  respecting  this  trade  in  plas- 
ter of  Paris.  Its  importance,  and  the  motives  for 
passing  the  colonial  laws  on  the  sahject,  may  be 
collected  from  the  resolutions  passed  '^at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  merchants,  shipowners,  and  other  in- 
habiunts  of  xhh  city  of  St.  John's,  New  Bruns- 
wick, on  the  19ih  February,  1816"— they  say, 

«  Tliat,  by  the  best  estimate,  this  trade,  duly  regu- 
lated, wiU  employ  16^000  tons  of  additional  British 
shipping,  being  more  than  is  used  in  all  the  tcsI  of  the 
tiade  of  the  province." 

««That  the  contraband  trade  between  the  ports  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  United  States  of  Ameiiea, 
IMS  been  baneiul  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country*  not 
only  by  the  introduetioa  of  illegal  merchandise^  but 
by  Its  ruinous  drain  of  specie  from  it." 

'<  That  another  promment  evil  arising  out  of  tlua 
trade  is,  that  a  great  portion  of  the  numerous  veaiels 
belonging  to  the  out-norts  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 
only  nominally  BritiA,  but  Tirtually  American  bot- 
toms," dtc. 

After  other  obserrations,  and  after  adverting  to 
the  interest  which  their  *' sister  province  of  Nova 
Seotia"  had  in  this  trade,  they  resolved, 

*  That  a  petition  to  the  iMegislature  of  tUs  provinee, 
BOW  in  setsion,  be  immediately  Ibnrsrded,  espeesMve 
of  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  rssalutioo%  and 
humbly  praying  that  cflectnal  rsgulations  be  enaeted, 
to  the  end,  that  no  plaster  of  Paris  may  be  deliTered 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  American  unei^  or  any- 
where to  the  eastward  of  Boston,  in  such  ws^  as  to 
enable  the  American  coasting  vessels  to  carry  U  from 
the  said  linee  to  the  places  of  consumption." 

Hence,  the  plaster  law  above  mentioned ;  but, 
as  Boston  most  be  the  victim  when  anything  like 
a  port  bill  is  in  agitation,  no  plaster,  bv  the  act, 
can  be  delivered  east  of  Cape  Cod,  witaout  pay- 
ing the  prohibitory  doty. 

I  will  now,  sir,  for  a  moment,  take  a  view  of 
the  navigation  of  this  country ;  and  of  its  import- 
ance not  only  to  the  indiviuuals  who  may  own 
its  tonnage,  not  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
the  principal  part  is  constructed,  but  to  the  na- 
tion at  large,  m  relation  to  the  hands  and  mate- 
rials employed  in  its  construction,  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  tonnage,  and,  above  all,  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view,  for  nunning  our  navy  in 
case  of  war,  with  the  number  of  seamen  required 
to  navigate  it.  The  amount  of  our  tonnage  in 
1816,  as  stated  in  the  Treasury  report,  was  over 
1,400,000  tons;  but  this  is  presumed  to  be.  by  the 
author  (a  member  of  this  House,  Mr.  Pitkin,) 
of  a  statistical  view  of  our  commerce,  (a  work 
distinguished  for  accuracy  of  resei^rch  and  correct- 
ness of  remark,)  greater  than  the  actual  amount, 
which  he  states  at  1,250,000  tons;  by  the  Treasury 


atattmeot  of  the  umoont  of  tonniigv  lor  18l&,lmd 
on  our  ubles  yesterdlay,  there  were  1,368,127  tons; 
but  the  actual  amount  for  that  year  mmy  be  rated 
at  1,260,000  tons:  allowing  one  seaman  for  every 
twenty  tons,  which  is  rather  under  than  over  the 
usual  proportion,  it  would  require  62,500  seamen 
to  navigate  this  tonnage,  if  generally  employed. 
The  original  cost  of  this  tonnage,  on  an  avenge 
of  forty  dollars  the  too,  is  (50,000,000 :  the  acioal 
value,  at  any  given  period^  will  be  foosd  by  de- 
ducting one-third  uf  the  original  coat;  this  will 
give  you  an  actual  capital  employed  ia  naviga- 
tion, for  1815,  of  thirty-three  miUiona  aadi  a  thud 
of  dollars.    The  whole  of  this  tonnage  requires 
to  be  replaced  once  in  ten  years,  in  conoequence 
of  loss  and  decay.    There  moat,  therefore,  be 
annually  built  .125,000  too%  equal  in  value  to 
$5,000,000,  which  give  employment  to  more  thaa 
10,000  artists  and  laborers  in  the  constrQctioa. 
This  appears  a  fair  estimate  from  the  amount  of 
tonnage  actually  built  in  this  country  when  com- 
merce and  narigation  flourished,  say  in  1805-6. 
Bhins  of  war  in  England,  built  in  the  King'a 
docKs,  of  the  nuterials  there  geaenliy  used,  are 
now  estimated  to  last  fifteen  years;  those  built 
in  the  merchants'  yards,  ten  years:  giving  an 
average  of  twelve  years  and  a  half;  our  meichaat 
vessels  may,  thercibre,  be  estimated  to  Imai  ten 
year8»    The  trade  of  ship  building  is  exutmely 
important  in  certain  parts  of  our  country  not  so 
highly  favored  as  other  portions  of  it,  as  to  aoil 
aiid  climate;  taken  ia  connexioa  with  the  em- 
ployment of  the  ships,  it  is  essential  to  their 
prosperity;  nay.  their  population  must  greatly 
decrease  without  this  empleyaent«    The  people 
of  this  country  formed  tne  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btatesi  among  other  things,  **  to  promote 
the  general  welfare;"  is  not  this  done  by  promo- 
ting the  welfare  of  every  part?    If  the  people  of 
any  part  suffer  peculiar  jxrivatioas  and  losses  by 
the  injurious  acts  of  foreign  nations,  and  it  ia  in 
the  power  of  this  Gtovernmeat  to  prevent  them  in 
future,  is  it  not  iu  duty  to  do  iti    The  bill  on 
your  table  will,  it  is  presumed,  remedy  some  of 
the  evils  inflicted  on  tois  country,  by  the  restric- 
tive laws  of  foreign  nations. 

But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  navigation; 
consider  the  number  and  variety  of  persona  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  a  ship — take  a  ship 
of  two  or  three  hundred  tons.  A  gang  of  ten  or 
fifteen  men  are  first  employed  about  a  month  in 
cutting  timber ;  a  different  set  of  men  are  (hen 
employed,  with  their  teams,  ia  hauling  it  to  tlie 
ship  yard ;  ten  or  fifteen  carpenters  are  then  em- 
ployed for  two  or  three  months  in  building  the 
vessel ;  before  she  is  launched,  a  different  set  of 
men,  the  caulkers,  perform  their  part ;  after  beitf 
launched,  the  coruaige  having  been  manafactared, 
the  riggers  fit  and  put  over  head  the  ringing;  sod 
the  luockmakers,  sailmakera,  and  blacksniths, 
furnish  their  several  parts ;  so  down  to  the  pau- 
per who  picks  the  oakum  that  is  driven  into  her 
seams,  she  is  then  readv  to  receive  oa  board 
those  enterprising  and  gallant  seamen,  who,  ia 
the  merchant's  eqaploy,  carry  the  products  of  oiu 
country  to  the  most  distant  nations,  and,  in  our 
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naval  serTioe.  hare  tpcaad  their  own  glory  aiid 
the  fame  of  their  eoaatrf  throuch  the  world* 

But  what  is  the  aitiiatioo  ofour  navigattoo. 
and  of  oar  gallant  seameo,  at  this  momeiit) 
Owing  in  part  to  the  eauies  to  which  I  have 
aJioded,  the  restrictione  imposed  by  one  nation, 
at  least  upon  oar  mercantile  enterprise,  and  the 
many  privileges  and  advantages  which  the  ships 
and  seamen  of  that  very  nation  enjoy  in  onr 
ports,  in  reference  to  their  colonial  trade,  and 
even  to  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and 
in  some  degree,  no  doobt.  to  the  general  pfsaee 
throughout  the  ooantry ;  more  than  one*half  of 
our  tonnage  is  now  useless— dismantled  at  the 
wharve8,and  literally  rotting  at  the  docks.  Manr 
of  our  seameo  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  seek 
employ  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  sail  under 
foreign  flags*  Our  ship  carpenters,  too,  destitute 
of  em  play,  are  obliged,  for  a  living,  lo  go  into  the 
British  Provinces  of  Ne.w  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia,  there  to  cut  timber,  even  for  the  royal 
navy  of  England,  and  to  build  vessels  to  carry  it 
to  Great  Britain*  Thus,  British  merchants,  with 
British  capital,  employ  our  carpenters  io  build 
many  vessels  which  are  not  only  employed  to 
carry  on  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain,  but 
Lo  carry  our  Inmber,  our  live  stock,  and  our  pro- 
visions, to  their  colonies*  Hundreds  of  our  ar« 
lists  and  laborers^  formerly  employed  in  ship 
building,/are  reduced  to  poverty,  and  the  owners 
)f  our  ships,  there  being  neither  sale  nocemploy- 
nent  for  them,  are,  many  of  them,  bankrupt, 
without  even  the  last  consolation  of  unforianate 
nerchants,  a  bankrupt  law  to  save  them  from 
)risoo,  and  many  of  our  towns  and  villages, 
>Dce  flourishing  by  commerce  and  navigation, 
leprired  of  both,  now  rapidly  decay.  Will  the 
>ill  on  your  table  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  aome 
>f  these  misfortunes?  I  think  it  will.  If  it  should 
lot  open  the  British  islands  to  us,  it  will  at  least 
imploy  many  of  our  ships  and  seamen  to  carry 
ome  of  our  productions,  necessary  for  the  British 
slands,  to  other  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  to  be 
«rried  thence  in  British  ships  into  their  own 
lorts;  giving  us  the  privilege  of  carrying,  nearly 
0  the  port  of  consumption,  many  of  those  arti- 
ies  which  now  are  only  carried  in  British  vessels, 
t  will,  too,  prevent  some  of  their  merchants,  and 
ome  portion  of  their  navigation,  from  floorishii^ 
A  the  ruin  of  our  own*  But  we  have  everir 
easoa  to  suppose  that,  by  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
ire  shall  render  the  British  Government  a  little 
nore  inclined,  because  it  will  be  for  her  interest, 
n  any  future  negotiation,  to  allow  us  a  jpartici' 
latioD  in  the  trade  with  many  of  her  islands, 
iqually  bttneficial  to  them  and  ourselves*  The 
lill  on  your  table  must  have  an  injurious  effect 
ipoQ  the  trade  of  those  islands  Although  the 
ifaotatioas  are  ia  the  West  Indies,,  many  of  their 
owners  are  in  England,  and  there  form  a  numer- 
>us.  and  wealthy  class  of  subjects*  Their  com* 
>laiats,  at  least,  will  be  attendiedlo  by  the  British 
i^abiaet.  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  to  wish  to  in- 
lict  any  suffering  on  the  British  colonies  $  their 
commerce,  like  our  own,  is  too  often  sacrificed 
to  the  interest  of  the  parent  country ;  and  the 


measure  proposed,  if  it  produces  the  desired  ef- 
fect, will  be  equally  beneficial  to  the  islands  and 
to  this  country. 

Some  inconveniences  of  a  temporary  nature 
may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
proposed ;  and  it  is  my  sincere  desire,  as  far  as 
in  my  power,  to  consider  the  measure  in  its  most 
important  bearings.  It  will  for  a  time  depress, 
in  our  market,  the  price  of  those  articles  which 
are  now  carried  in  British  ships  to  their  islands^ 
In  the  North  and  East,  the  value  of  onr  lumber 
will  be  less ;  but,  if  the  merchants  concerned  in 
that,  trade  can  see,  that  what  they  may  lose  in 
the  price  of  the  article  will  be  gained  by  another 
and  equally  deserving  class  of  their  fellow-citt- 
zens;  that,  in  a  national  point  of  light,  nothing 
will  be  lost,  and  the  measure  will  tend  to  equal- 
ize the  benefits  of  trade  throughout  the  country, 
they  ought  and  will  be  satisfied ;  In  this  view,  it 
is  a  call  upon  their  patriotism,  which  will  not  be 
disregarded.    The  effect  upon  the  price  of  the 

erodttcts  which  we  receive  from  their  islands,  in 
iritish  vessels,  must  be  small  indeed.  Rum, 
sugar,  and  molasses,  are  the  principal  articles 
which  we  thus  receive*  Their  rum  we  can  well 
dispense  with  j  if  there  never  should  be  another 
ffallon  imported  into  the  country^  it  would  be  a 
favor  to  the  nation*  We  now  receive  larve  qoan- 
titles  of  sngar  and  molasses  from  the  Havana, 
and  some  from  other  islands  than  British  j  we 
formerly  received  considerable  quantities  of  sugar 
from  the  East  Indies  and  South  America-^Bra- 
zil  i)  we  now  obtain  considerable  quantities  from 
the  Southern  portion  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  suitable  encouragement,  a  great  proportion 
of  our  whole  consumption  could  be  obtained  from 
that  source* 

It  has  been  pretended  by  some,  that  the  trade 
now  carried  on  between  this  country  and  the 
British  islands,  is  not  a  profitable  one ;  and  wa 
see  calculations  in  some  of  our  public  Pftpera, 
made,  no  doubt,  by  British  merchants  or  British 
agents  among  us,  to  this  effect*  But  why  do 
they  persevere  in  this  trade  if  it  be  unprofitable  1 
Whv  not  not  permit  others  to  participate  in  the 
loisY  Tbe  suggestions  on  this  head  remind  me 
of  a  circumstance  mentioned  respecting  the  first 
merchant  in  New  York  who  shipped  flaxseed  to 
the  Irish  market*  On  the  retuf  n  of  bis  ship,  he  was 
asked  how  the  article  answered  ?  Not  at  ail,  was 
the  reply,  it  was  a  ruinous  business;  but  it  wan 
observed  he  soon  loaded  another  ressel  with  the 
same  article,  and  then  another ;  still,  on  the  retura 
of  each,  the  story  was-*that  the  trade  was  most 
ruinous.  His  friends  asked  him  why  he  perse- 
vered in  such  a  losing  trade?  He  replied,  that^ 
he  must  do  something  to  support  his  family.  So 
those  British  merchants  and  agents,  who  com- 
plain,  that  the  colonial  trade  with  this  country  is 
a  losing  one,  get  something  to  support  their  fam- 
ilies I  and  what  is  more,  greatly  to  benefit  the 
English  nation. 

It  may  be  asked,  will  not  ihis  measure  aid  in 
building  up  the  neighboring  British  colonies  on 
the  continent  of  America  ?  Sanguine  calcula- 
tions, I  knoW)  have  been  made,  by  some  Bog- 
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lish  wncert,on  thissvbject:  that  Urgequaotiliet 
of  lumber  we,  and  Wlif  coBtiaoe  to  be,  exported 
from  the  Canadian  territory,  by  the  St.  Lawrence, 
inekiding  that  which  they  reeeiTe  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  Lake  Champlatn,  dbc.  there  can 
be  DO  doabt,  and  much  yaraabie  timber  will  be 
exported  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nora  Scotia ; 
but  to  suppose  that  anything  like  an  adequate 
supply  for  the  British  home  market,  and  for  the 
British  West  India  colonies  can  thus  be  obtained, 
is  erroneous.  The  climate  interposes  an  insur* 
mouotable  obstacle  to  a  regular  supply.  The  St. 
Lawrence  is  closed  by  the  tee  from  three  to  fire 
«Bonths  in  each  year. 

Not  to  deuin  tne  Committee  longer,  it  does  ap* 
pear  to  me.  that  whether  you  consmt  the  interests 
of  your  fellow*citizens,  or  the  honor  of  your  coun- 
try, this  prohibitory  bill  ought  to  pass.  If  it  be 
done  now,  rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  a  future  Con- 
gress will,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  pririleges 
of  this  nation,  be  obliged  to  adopt  a  similar  mea- 
sure, under  cireumitanees  more  adrerse  than  the 
present.  I  can  only  add  a  fervent  supplication, 
that  Congress  may  so  decide  on  this,  and  on 
cTery  other  occasion,  as  will  redound  to  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  these  United  States! 

Some  amendments  here  were  disposed  of,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Birdbbtb,  and  others. 

Mr.  SMiTBjOf  Maryland,  then  addressed  the 
Gommittee.  The  subject  pt  th  is  bill,  he  said,  was 
one  of  great  importance  and  great  delicacy. 
Apathy  appeared  to  prevail  in  the  House  during 
its  consideration ;  and  yet  never  had  any  subject 
been  before  Congress  more  important  in  its  con- 
sequences. It  had  been  observed  to  him,  he  said^ 
by  an  honorable  friend,  that,  in  general,  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  were  considered  and  used  as 
synonj^moos  terms,  though  materially  differing 
and  distinct  from  each  other.  It  was  the  correct 
policy  of  this  country  not  to  attempt  to  aid  the 
navigation  of  the  country  by  measures  which 
might  be  greatly  injurious  to  its  commercial  in- 
terest. It  was  equally  its  true  policy  to  accede 
to  any  propcniitioos  which  could  not  prove  ma- 
terially lajurious  to  commerce,  and  were  at  the 
saBM  time  greatljr  beneficial  to  navigation.  If 
then  no  material  injury  could  result  to  commerce 
from  the  passage  of  this  bill,  but  a  great  benefit 
to  navigation,  the  House  ought  to  pass  it. 

By  promoting  the  navigation  of  the  country, 
we  secure  the  materials  with  which  we  man  our 
Navy,  an  establishment  so  necessary  to  protect 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  oouatry.  Without 
an  extensive  navigation,  commerce  could  not  be 
protected.  Some  sacrifices  therefore  were  oeca- 
sionally  required  from  the  commercial  interest  of 
a  country,  to  attain  the  great  object  of  an  increase 
of  navigation.  It  was  not  proper  for  us  perhaps 
to  say  that  foreign  nations,  having  established 
colonies  which  they  are  bound  to  protect,  should 
have  a  right  to  secure  to  themselves  the  whole  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  those  colonies. 
Such  had  been  the  course  of  all  nations,  to  secure 
to  themselves,  in  repayment  of  the  expenses  in- 
coned  by  the  colonies,  the  exclusive  right  to  navi- 
gation to  and  from  their  ports.    If  we  had  colo. 


nles,  Mr.  8.  said,  he  did  not  know  th«c  we  iheeld 
not  pursue  the  same  coarse.  So  far  as  the  his- 
tory of  our  Gbvernment  a£brds  any  example  oa 
this  head,  there  was  an  iUiistrmtifm  of  the  same 
policy  on  our  part,  in  our  refusal  to  fsioigii  na- 
tions of  the  riaht  to  trade  with  the  Indiums  wichiii 
our  limits  without  special  permission— aad  he  be- 
lieved a  proposition  was  now  on  the  table  to  for- 
bid foreigners  from  trading  with  them  oe  any 
conditions.  But  if  a  foreign  nattoa,  thiu  hoMiuff 
colonies,  derives  great  advaatoge  mm  trade  with 
our  country,  and  yet  exeludes  oor  Teaaeb  from 
any  participation  in  it,  If  we  caa  eoeree  her  to 
abandon  that  policy,  we  are  bound,  attending  to 
the  intesest  of  oor  navigatioa,  to  do  so,  if  we  caa 
do  so  without  the  haxard  of  too  great  injury  to 
other  interests. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  then  ovght  first  to  show 
that  we  can  coerce  Great  Britain  to  admit  os  iato 
a  participation  of  the  trade  with  her  colonies, 
without  material  injury  to  the  commercial  and 
other  interests  of  the  country. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  ou  the  commeree  of 
the  United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  considered 
In  two  lights:  first,  as  regarded  importation, and, 
secondly,  as  regarded  exportation. 

Shall  we  lose  anything^  asked,  by  prohilHt- 
ing  importation  from  the  West  ladies,  onfass  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States?  The  prtneipai 
articles  of  importation  are  coffee,  sugar,  and  mm. 
Shall  we  injure  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
or  raise  too  high  the  prices  of  ihoee  articles  in 
the  market,  by  the  propoeed  measure  1  Mr.  8. 
said  he  thoug[ht  it  could  be  oleariy  shown  that  no 
injury  of  this  sort  would  result  from  it.  Not 
only  did  we  get  enough  of  those  articles  (rum 
excepied)  from  the  West  Indies  and  other  coun- 
tries (of  onr  consumption,  but  a  sarpJos  was  left 
for  exportation.  If  we  are  now  aWe  ro  export 
ten  or  fifteen  millions  per  annum  of  sugar  mod 
coffee  to  other  coontriea,  and  distribute  them 
among  the  nations  of  the  worid,  there  eoi^d  be 
no  doubt  we  should  always  have  enoo^h  (sup- 
posing our  communication  with  the  British  colo- 
nies to  be  cut  off)  for  hotne  consnmpiioa  and  to 
maintain  the  revenue.  Bnm  indeed  could  be 
ot  only  from  the  West  Indies,  except  in  amall 
ni  increasing  ijuantity  from  Lsuisiana,  and  ex* 
cnt  a  description  of  thnt  liquor  called  taffia, 
which  our  people  will  not  driak.  Bnt  suppose 
we  could  get  none^  the  brandies  of  Sorope  are 
equally  good,  and  equally  if  not  mere  healthy ; 
and  the  whiskey  of  our  country  (giTO  it  a^  or 
turn  it  tnio  gin,)  was  not  inferior  in  his  oninioa 
to  either.  On  this  jpoiot.  he  said,  he  spoie  ex- 
perimenuUy ;  he  had  of  tnat  liquor  six  or  eight 
years  old,  aad  he  preferred  it  to  brandy-^iho^h 
others  did  not.  The  people,  he  said,  wonid  ^ 
accustomed  to  it,  and  u  would  be  generally  pre- 
ferred to  rum,  which  was  in  no  view  nn  wim^ 
C usable  article.  From  documents  on  the  laUe, 
r.  S.  said,  it  appeared  that  the  revenee  from 
importations  in  British  vessels  from  the  West 
Inoies  was  about  two  millions  per  annnm.  Thai 
revenue,  he  said,  would  not  be  injured,  beoanae 
we  must  coasume  the  articles  on  which  that  rer- 
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6iine  WM  eeUeoctd  from  soim  otkcr  80vree,if  not 
from  the  BriliBh  islaivik. 

The  next  point  wm  the  effeot  wbieh  this  mffia* 
«re  woold  bayo  on  exportation ;  and  here,  and 
here  only,  was  tbo  diffienky.  U  we  can  asBure 
oorwlves  that  the  eoloniet  of  Qveat  Britain  can- 
not be  inpplied  elBewfaere  with  the  a^tielo  whioh 
are  now  drawn  from  onr  country  §m  their  con* 
sumption,  wetread  on  safegToonds.  It  wae  fair, 
Mr.  S.  said,  to  state  this  question  in  its  true  light. 
The  British  West  India  powesiioas  drew  an* 
nuaily,  on  aa  avorage,  from  this  country  six  and 
I  half  miliions  oC  the  products  and  maanfactoret 
Elf  the  country*  She  emfiloys  in  carrynig  those 
Bf  tides  to  her  colonies  (if  it  were  all  floor,  which 
is  the  most  Taloable  article)  60,000  tons  of  ship* 
ptng ;  hot  the  greater  nart  of  the  oaif  oes  being 
Che  bulky  .aiticle  of  lumber,  she  isay  em^is^  from 
eighty  to  a  hvndred  thousand  tons  of  shipping  in 
the  trade.  The  whole  amount  of  our  Ibreiga 
tonnage  beioy  854,000,  Gkeat  Britata  employed 
in  this  trade  a  quantity  of  tonnage  equal  to  one* 
eighth  of  the  whole  totmaffc  wbieh  we  own  in 
foreign  trade.  It  was  a  desirable  thing,  dertainly, 
if  we  could,  to  paiticipate  ia  that  ammoymeat  of 
thippiD^.  Ml  ooioft  which  we  should  creMe  a 
la^igation,  and  Mucate  and  bring  forward  the 
leaiiMa  who  are  to  defend  us  on  our  dK»res  and 
m  the  high  sea4,  and  employ  out  own  manufae- 
urer^  mechanics  of  all  kinds  employed  ia  shifH 
milding,  dbe^  in  that  proportion  which  sash  an 
iddition  to  our  narigation  will  reqvire*  The 
irtides  exported  to  the  West  ladles,  Mr.  S.  said, 
were  rice,  flour,  lamber,  com^  homes,  mules,  cat- 
le,  pooltrv,  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  dbc.,  all  articles 
o  them  or  the  irsr  necessity,  and  without  ivhieh 
hoy  eould  not  support  themseUcs,  nor  find  mate* 
ials  wberewith  to  make  hogsheads  and  construct 
tuildiaffs.  If  thej  could  not  get  these  articles 
bom  ^toer  countries,  they  must  come  ^o  us,  and 
nust,  if  this  bill  pMsed,  be  coerced  into  admit- 
ing  ua  to>a  participation  of  that  naTigatioo. 
^/ould  thcY,  be  asked,  get  those  articles  ia  other 
ioontriec  i  Certainly  not  upon  equslly,  nor  any- 
hing  iilm  equally,  adraatageous  terms  as  from 
IS.  At  this  thnc)  had  stich  a  law  as  this  Infve 
leen  in  earlstence,  the  West  Indies,  as  to  the 
f  bites  as  well  at  blacks,  would  bare  beea  ac-^ 
oally  in  a  state  of  smrration ;  for  Groat  Britain, 
lerself,  was  so  muob  in  want  of  breadstofis,  as  to 
lave  been  petitioned  to  open  her  ports  tO' certain 
irtitsles,  aad  e(F  coarse  was  not  able  to  supply  her 
Ktlonics.  He  doabced  whether,  ofon  wHh  good 
iwowj  the  mother  ciraniry  could  supply  them 
rith  floor,  dke.  At  aay  rate  those  articles  norer 
sould  be  imported  from  a  distance  into  tbeislands 
n  as  palatable  a  state  tfs  from  this  country, 
i^ould  the  islands  get  these  articles  elsewhere  f 
[t  had  been  stated-^and  we  ought  to  look  at  the 
tubject  in  erery  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  S.,  that 
Gentlemen  may  vote  adrisedly—^itlias  been  suted 
ihat  if  Montreal  was  declared  a  free  port  on  the 
[mrt  of  Gkeat  Britain,  she  might  thence  obtoln 
lopplies  for  those  islands;  since  it  is  welt  known 
that  a  greatdsol  of  flour  is  made  Unthe  neighbors- 
hood  of  the  Br.  LawffcApc^  which  might,  in  that 


,  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  be  thence  ship* 
ped  to  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  8.  said  he  was  ofa 
contrary  opinion.  It  might  be  apprehended  that 
mush  flour  might  be  got  in  that  way,  (which  the 
btU  did  not  proride  against,)  but  for  the  fact  that 
from  thenor  but  one  cargo  a  year  could  be  car- 
ried to  the  West  Indies,  the  ports  being  shot  tip 
in  the  Northern  provinces  for  six  or  seven  months 
yearly  by  the  ice.  The  time  the  ports  were  open 
was  Utile  mere  than  was  sufllcient  fftr  one  voy- 
age to  aad  from  the  West  Indies.  From  Canada 
then  they  cannot  be  shipped,  atid  most  be  mp* 
pKed  elsewhere.  That  elsewhere,  Mr.  8.  said, 
they  would  scareely  be  able  to  And.  The  article 
of  rice,  he  said,  they  could  get  no  where  but  in 
America.  Indian  corn,  likewise,  they  woold  get 
no  whove  but  from  the  United  States^that  arti- 
cle was  for  their  slaves  all  important.  It  might 
be  said  they  could  raise  it  as  w«ll  as  we.  It  was 
true  that  thev  coald ;  but,  if  they  did,  they  mnsi 
take  ofi*  the  slaTes  and  land  from  a  more  profile 
able  culture^--tliat  of  coffee  and  sugars  They 
must  lessen  the  growth  of  valuable  articles,  rn 
order  to  grow  one  of  small  value.  As  to  the  art* 
ide  of  himber,geMlemen  from  the  Bast  had  said, 
the  Britisb  islands  could  be  supplied  from  the 
Ujiited  States  only  with  that  article.  Onthfo 
point  it  woold  bo  proper  to  state,  Mr.  8.  said,  thot 
them  was  no  finer  timber  than  grew  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lakes,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  8r. 
Lawretwc,  and  Montreal  could  be  supplied  thence 
on  good  termBb  The  merchants  couidgo  up  there 
and  buy  tiaaber,  to  be  shipped  to  the  West  Icdia 
islands,:  wbonovar  the  Bt.  Lawrence  should  be 
open.  If  they  did,  however,  the  article  woold  be 
supplied  at  a  greater  expense  and  higher  price 
then  it  epmtd  be  from  our  Atlantic  border,  loas** 
much  as  we  could  make  foorr  or  five  rojeges  att»- 
Onally,  e»d  scatcdy  more  than  cM  Oould  be  att*» 
Mttlly  made  fram  the  %u  Lawfence  to  (he  Wmi 
Indies,  whioh  would  ffreatlyiArorease  to  them  the 
cost  of  the  article*  The  article  of  live  stock  they 
could  get  from  no  country  but  onta ;  6n  whioh, 
Mr.  8.  said,.they  arowhoify  dependent  fOr  horses, 
mules,  catdc,  sheep^  bogs,  dto.  Bven  If  thesa 
articles  OMild  be  obtatiiod  from  the  British  If  oftfa* 
em  colodies,  tbey  could  not  be  thence  carried  in 
safety  to  thd  West  ladies.  Bven  fVom  the  neigh- 
borinf  Bsnte  of  New  Yorin  the  diflPerence  of  in- 
suranoe  barsroeo  a  cargo  of  llvo  stock  from  that 
Scai^  and  am  fViom  Cenneericot,  and  carried  bf 
Coaneoticm  men,  was  six  per  oeat.  So  great 
waa  the  facilim*  aad  skill  acquired  by  practice  in 
that  braaeh  or  trade,  dbc. 

These,  Mr.  8«  said,  were  his  practical  views  tt 
tho  subject,  irhioh  ho  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
lay  befora  the  Houso  'leairllig  to  others  to  state 
more  at  large  the  political  views. 

For  his  part,  he  said,  he  had  revolved  this  strih 
ject  in  his  anud  a  long  limo,  and  had  fouad  It 
very  dificult  to  make  up  no  opinion  on  iu  One 
thin;  wne  certain :  We  oogiu  net  td  embark  in 
the  preposod  syatem,  unless  we  msaii  to  petsevett 
in  it.  After  ance  commeneinf ,  wo  oagh-C  to  Od* 
hero  to  it,,  let  the  oonsoquenec  be  what  itinighi. 
If  werotmet^  u^throwomsdvot  baokioib^a  worae 
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•mtei  tbao  we  are  io  at  presrat.  If  nft  ■niotada 
the  ayfiteiB  for  a  fear  or  two,  oalil  the  cooven* 
tion  of  commerce  eipirea,  we  majr,  with  this  aet 
ID  oar  haods,  make  some  bargain  with  the  Brttbb 
Ooverameat  to  the  adTanta^  of  oar  trade  and 
naTigatioD.  The  eubject  said  Mr.  S.  is  well 
worthy  the  closest  aiteatioa  of  gentlemea.  Ma* 
tore  it  well  ia  yoor  owo  mtod,  and  thea  decide 
as  shall  appear  correct.  If  you  reject  the.  biU, 
what  will  be  the  cooseqoeDeel  Greai  Britaia 
will  say  that  you  aclcaowledge  youfselves  oaeqaal 
to  the  contest,  and  that  she  may  dictate  to  ns, 
bound  band  and  foot,  what  trtde  we  slwU  pursoe. 
This  alternatiTe  was  a  serious  one ;  and  the  whole 
question  such  a  one  as  he  should  not  be  surprised 
jU  gentlemen  found  much  difficultjr  in  making  up 
th^ir  minds  upon.  It  might  be  said,  and  no  doubt 
would,  that  it  was  a  great  sacrifice  to  part  with  a 
customer  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  per  ananm. 
If  those  articles  now  eiported  to  tiie  eolontes 
would  spoil  on  our  hands,  then  certainly,  Mr.  8. 
said,  Congress  ought  not  to  pass  this  bill.  If, 
however,  they  could  be  sold  to  other  countries, 
and  would  not  rot  on  our  hands,  that  objection 
to  the  bill  does  not  exist.  As  for  our  breadsta&, 
other  countries  would  forever  deound  them  from 
u%  ami  we  should  be  at  no  loss  for  a  market. 
Thev  would  demand  from  us  every  article  save 
the  live  stock,  which  we  now  export  to  the  Brit« 
ish  West  Indian  colonies.  The  effect,  indeed, 
would  be,  if  all  trade  should  continue  interdicted 
with  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  that  those 
articles  exported  heace  to  those  colonies  in  Brit- 
ish ships,  would  be  carried  in  our  own  shine  to 
other  countries.  Our  idle  shipping  would  be 
employed :  the  manufacture  of  ships  (the  noblest 
in  tne  world)  would  be  encouraged,  aa^  the  thou- 
sands of  meclianies  whom  it  employs,  kept  em- 
ployed ;  and  our  seamen,  to  whose  bravery  and 
character  during  the  late  war  waare  so  much  in- 
debted, fortered  and  retained  in  our  service.  Mr. 
B^coneluded  by  thanking  the  Committee  for  their 
altention  to  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Caot,  ofNew  York,  said  he  did  not  know 
what  construction  had  been  j^iven  to  the  coaveo- 
lion  of  commerce  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain ;  but,  unless  some  construction  had  been 
given  different  from  its  letter,  the  first  section 
was  in  direct  contravention  of  that  convention. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  could  find  no  proviaioa  in  that 
convention,  which  leaves  lu  at  liberty  to  prohibit 
the  entrv  of  British  vessels  in  our  ports,  or  to  im- 
pose additional  duties  on  the  tannage  of  British 
Tessels  from  any  port  on  earth,  unless  the  West 
India  islands,  or  British  North  Amerioan  posses- 
sions. We  may  lax  the  cargo,  he  said,  but  caa^ 
not  impose  restrictions  on  their  entry.  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  convention,  if  a  British  ship 
arrived  from  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar 
and  molasses,  we  cannot  prohibit  her  entry.  But, 
under  this  bilL  if  such  a  vessel  has  on  board  a 
single  cask  of  Lisbon  wiae,  she  migl»t  be  denied 
the  right  to  enter  into  our  porta.  If  so.  Great  Brit- 
ain would  have  the  same  right  to  deny  the  right 
of  entry,  in  her  poru  in  Surope,  to  any  Ameri- 
can ptk\^  wkiah  bad  on  board  a  single  cent's  worth  | 


of  her  cargo  wbaeh  did  not  origiBUte  in  Ameriei. 
The  bill  again  contravened  the  eoorentioa,  ss 
Mr*  C.  conceived,  where  it  denied  to  m  British 
subject,  residing  in  Jamaioa,  the  right  io  enter 
o^f  ports  with  his  vessel  and  ear)go^  uthooigli  iJie 
whole  cargo  might  have  been  maaofMtorud  ia 
Liverpool,  Ac*  He  believed  tkat,oa  examina- 
tion, it  would  be  found  tkat  there  are  many  pro* 
visions  of  this  bill,  which  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Cult  (Bpcaker)  said  that  tbe  boaorable 
gentleman  was  certainly  mistaken  ia  kh  inur- 
pretaiion  of  the  treaty.  The  iwe  great  okjccts 
of  that  convention  were,  it  was  troe,  Isc  To 
place  the  toonag^  of  tbe  two  oountriea  on  a  fool- 
ing of  equality  in  each  others  poru ;  9dly.  To 
plaae  tbe  cargoes  with  which  the  ships  were 
charged,  whether  in  fi^Ush  or  American  ves- 
sels, on  the  same  equality  of  footing.  Bat  aa 
express  clause  was  contained  in  the  treaty,  that 
nothing  contained  in  the  second  article  ahiKild  be 
eonstrtied  to  affect  the  intercourse  bHweea  ns 
and  the  West  Indin  islands,  and  the  Brttkh  North 
Amerioan  provinces.  It  followed,  frem  thispn>- 
visioa,  that  if  the  prodnctiena,  for  caampk,  of 
the  North  American  or  West  Indian  ealenici  ti 
Great  Britain  were  carried  to  Great  Brimin,  it 
would  be  lawful  for  us  te  inierdiet  those  produc- 
tions irom  ^iV  imnoried  in  that  dreottoos 
channel  into  the  United  States.  Oiherwte^  each 
party  would  not  be,  as  ]>rovided  by  tbe  conven- 
tion, in  possession  of  all  its  rights  ia  relation  to 
that  intercourse. 

But,  further,  the  interpretation  of  the  gentle- 
maa  would  lead  to  a  repeal  of  an  imporunt  fea- 
ture of  the  British  navigatioa  act.  One  of  iu 
principles  was.  that  the  produetieaa  of  n  ooantry 
should  be  connned,  in  their  imponatioB  iaio  her 
Europeaa  ports,  to  the  shins  of  that  eoontry; 
that  American  vessels,  in  oiocr  worda,  Bbmii  not 
carry  into  Great  Britain  the  prodaetiotie  of 
France ;  and  the  very  cese  which  the  geatlenaaa 
had  stated,  woold,  under  the  British  aaTintloB 
act,  eubject  a  ressel  to  confiscation  in  iheSritieh 
ports.  If  an  American  vessel  carried  a  single 
cask  of  tbe  productions  of  the  West  India  i^MMtds^ 
the  same  confiscation  would  ensua 

Besides  thai  view  oi  the  subiecC,  Mr.  C*  said 
he  had  uaderstood  that,  sabseqaent  to  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  act  of  Parliament  for  regnlatiag 
trade  in  puraoanoe  to  the  terms  of  the  eooTea- 
tion  of  commerce  with  us,  the  British  GoTem- 
ment  had,  in  eome  mattaer,  rcgalnied  the  terms, 
aa  to  their  t  cargo,  on  which  American  ves^la 
should  be  admitted  into  her  porta.    Mr.  C^  said 
he  did  not  know  vbether  Jthe  enlarged  eoastrae- 
tion  which  the  genikmnn  from  New  York  had 
given  to  the  treaty,  might  not  be  beaefieial.  But, 
whether  or  not,  that  was  not  the  oanstmetion  of 
either  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  aad  Grest 
Britain  had  herself  acted  on  a  different  pviaei- 
ple*    Mr.  C.  said  he  indeed  considered  it  the 
duty  of  Con|reis,  in  consequence  of  oae  of  the 
provisions  of  that  very  treaty,  to  take  o|i  this 
trade,  and  regulate  it  la  such  manner  aa  the  ialer- 
esu  of  this  cotuury  appeared  to  require. 

Mr.  Cast  said  that  nay  tueh  coaatrvetioa  (as 
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be  Spbakbb  h^d  referred  to)  fivea  to  tkat  ueotf, 
lad  been  aoknown  to  bim.  Wbat  be  bad  con* 
«Dded  for  wm,  tbai  we  sboold  not  be  tbe  first  to 
p>e  (hat  coBstructioD. 

Mr.  Kino  spoke  briefljr  but  decidedly  in  favor 
>f  Mr.  Culy'b  coDstrootion  of  tbe  prorUioiw  of 
he  treaty. 

Mr.  Shbffet^  of  YirgiDia,  after  adverting  to 
be  question  respeetiog  tbe  treaty,  in  r^rd  to 
vbicb  be  expressed  bis  doubts,  proceeded^  as  be 
aid,  to  make  oae  or  two  remarks  on  tbe  merits 
(f  tbe  bilJ*  He  thought,  on  general  prinetpleB, 
bat  it  did  not  become  a  wise  Legislature,  on  ev* 
•ry  difficulty,  to  attempt  to  apply  remcdiee.  We 
lave  at  this  moment  a  clamor  of  tbe  mercantile 
tart  of  tbe  community  in  favor  of  this  measaro; 
)0t  it  was  questionable,  Mr.  S.  said,  whether  tbe 
ixistinff  dimculty  did  not  arise  from  causes  be- 
food  toe  eoatrol  of  this  Government ;  whether 
i  did  not  arise  from  other  causes  than  our  ezolo- 
(ioa  from  tbe  British  West  Indies ;  whether  it 
lid  not  proceed  from  the  general  peace,  which 
lad  changed  tbe  commercial  relations  oi  all 
sountries.  In  bis  mind,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  not 
vise  to  attempt  to  apply  remedies,  tiie  efieet  of 
vbich  we  cannot  calculate.  We  ought  to  sit 
lown  and  deliberately  consider  consequences  be> 
ore  we  attempt  to  apply^  remedies  io  evils^  the 
irigin  and  nature  of  which,  especiallyy  gentle- 
nen  did  not  seem  to  understand.  The  principle 
nvolved  in  this  bill,  Mr.  S*  said,  again  brought 
lefore  the  House  the  question  of  eoercion  by 
commercial  restrictions.  He  thoofht  we  ought 
o  be  satisfied  on  this  head  by  a  reference  to  the 
it  oat  ion  in  which  we  were  placed  in  1808  and 
1809,  when  we  attempted  to  drive  Great  Britain 
Tom  a  temporary  policy  by  measves  of  a  simi- 
ar  character.  Had  we,  he  asked,  been,  able  to 
effect  it  ?  The  history  of  the  times  showed  that 
Be  had  not.  He  demanded  of  gentlemen  wbe- 
her,  after  failing  in  the  attempt  to  drive  her  from 
in  occasional  policy,  growiag  out  of  particular 
urcumstances,  they  could  expect  to  force  her 
rom  any  part  of  her  navigation  system,  to  which 
(he  is  so  entirely  attached,  and  which  she  con* 
liders  so  i  mpor tant  to  her  prosperity  1  He  under" 
itood,  too,  that  this  measure  was  to  apply  not 
)nly  to  Bngland,  but  to  all  European  nations, 
lince  all  those  nations  ordinarily  pursued  the 
lame  policy  of  qaoaopolizing  the  trade  to  their 
colonies.  The  spirit  of  the  oolonial  systeoi, 
everywhere,  was  monopoly.  Although  at  this 
moment  it  was  not  enforced  in  regard  to  the  coir 
onies  of  France  or  Spaia,  it  did  not  follow  that, 
after  the  tranquillity  of  those  countries  was  per^ 
fecily  restored,  the  old  system  would  not  be 
again  pursued,  bv  the  same  nations,  of  excluding 
foreigners  from  tKe  trade  with  their  colonies. 

Is  there  anjr  hope,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  shall 
succeed  in  this  warfare  1  I  think  there  is  none. 
But  there  is  a  great  evil  in  a  course  like  that 
propos^.  Commerce  will  be  diverted  from  its 
naiorai  channel ;  tbe  nations  which  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  supplying  you,  and  ukiog  your 
products  in  return,  will  seek  other  markeu.  You 
have  experience  of  it.    Did  you  starve  the  Brit- 


ieb  in  1807, 1808,  and  18007  Were  they  on  tbe 
contrary  not  sttjpplied  as  abundantlv  with  the 
necessaries  of  lire,  after  the  first  shoex  was  over, 
es  ever  they  had  been  ?  If  Great  Britain  should, 
in  conseouence  of  our  policy,  encourage  the 
culture  or  those  articles  we  were  wont  to  furnish, 
Mr.  8.  said  we  might  find  ourselves  in  a  year  or 
two  ia  this  condition }  that  the  oouatry  would  be 
cut  off  forever  from  so  much  of  its  market,  for 
the  surplus  products  of  it&agricolture.  He  sboold 
like  to  hear,  he  said,  from  tbe  honorable  gentU- 
man  from  Maryland,  whether  tbe  producuoas  of 
tbe  country  which  now  take  that  direction  will 
hereafter  go  to  tbe  West  India  islaods,  if  this 
policy  was  pursued.  No,  be  said ;  for  tbe  mo« 
meat  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  could  also 
carry  into  effect  the  colonial  policy,  thev  would  | 
there  was  a  disposition  maniresting  itself  among 
the  potentates  of  Europe  to  cherish  commerce  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  and  tbey  would  eer* 
tainly  not  neglect  this, 

I  warn  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  &,  how  they  b»* 
gin  to  tamper  with  commerce.  The  saoae  sptric 
of  tampering  exhibiud  itself  in  1806  and  180il, 
It  was  brought  about  by  the  same  means,  the 
clamors  of  the  mercantile  and  nav  feting  iolereetSi 
though  the  moment. measures  wereadoptedtocooi- 
piy  with  their  wishes,  they  clamored  as  loudly 
against  the  Government,  what,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  consequence  of  this  megsore,  if  adopted  ? 
The  interest  of  the  great  body  of  the  country,  he 
said,  appeared  to  be  totally  nttlected  here*  We 
hear  nothing  of  the  interest  of  the  agricutturista, 
but  it  is  fashionable  to  talk  about  the  intereats  oi 
tbe  metchant  and  the  manufacturer,  while  Ihe 

e enter  and  iarmer  is  either  forgotten,  or  remem* 
Ted  only  to  be  made  tributary  to  these  clasaae 
so  inferior  in  real  value  and  importance.  Yoti 
will  have  a  free  port  establisbeq,  said  Mr  S.<-«- 
say  St.  Thomas.  What  will  be  the  coiiseqoenee  1 
This  will  answer  the  purpose  of  the  merchaatsi 
for,  as  to  them  it  matters  not  whether  they  go  to 
English  ports  with  their  cargoes  of  vour  pro* 
duce,  or  to  St.  Thomas's ;  their  freight  will  be 
tbe  same  to  one  as  to  tbe  other*  The  British 
ship  owner  also  will  be  served,  because  his  navi- 

Ktion  will  be  employed  in  taking  our  produce 
>m  St.  Thomas  or  whatever  mar  be  the  free 
port«  Tbe  consumers,  the  great  body  oil  the 
landed  interest,  have  to  pay  double  freight.  Such 
will  be  the  natural  teodencjr — such  the  effect  of 
your  policy.  All  parties  will  be  satisfied,  to  the 
injury  of  the  agriculturisL 

As  respected  our  own  nrodocts,  Mr.  8.  said, 
we  ought  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  experience  of 
1809.  Our  produce  was  then  taken  to  Lisbon 
and  thence  elsewhere ;  but  the  greater  part  of  it 
had  to  pay  double  freight — and  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  system,  which  would  however  as 
effectually  stop  the  clamors  of  the  navigating 
interest,  as  if  the  colonial  ports  were  open.  The 
consumer  would  have  to  pay  for  it. 

He  was  struck,  he  said,  with  tbe  inconsistency 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  com* 
plained  so  much  of  the  British  policy  of  inter* 
dieting  our  vessels  from  her  colonial  ports,  an4 
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in  the  nest  brattli  contended  that  the  loss  of  thtt 
eoftimeree  tltog^fher  wimld  be  akiimponaDt,  since 
we  got  nothing  from  them  hot  sugar  and  ram* 
[Mr.  Kmo  here  explained.]  If  the  West  India 
trade  was  inijK>rtant,  Mr.  8.  continued,  we  ought 
not  to  sacrifice  it  easily;  not  to  make  experi* 
ments  whieh  will  certainly  deprire  us  of  it  tem- 
porarily, if  not  deprive  us  of  it  forerer.  And,  if 
It  be  of  no  importance  to  us,  there  could  be  no 
necessity  of  making  a  rout  about  it.  If  we  eren 
get  nothing  from  the  West  Indies  but  rum  and 
sugar,  we  gel  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  in 
vaHie  as  we  carry  there  of  our  prodoce,  that  is, 
nearly  six  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  8.  said  he 
had  no  hope  of  coercion ;  he  was  certain  it  would 
not  do,  but  the  experiment  would  ultimate  ex- 
actly in  the  way  which  he  had  anticipated. 

While  up,  he  said,  he  wouid  refer  to  the  man* 
aer  in  which  different  interests  were  treated  here. 
Lttt  year  the  agriculturists  were  taxed  for  the 
support  of  the  manufacturing  interests ;  this  vear 
It  IS  proposed  to  ux  them  for  the  benefit  or  the 
tevigattng  interest.  Meanwhile,  potatoes  and 
other  provisions  are  imparted  here  mm  Ireland, 
an4  com  is  carried  from  the  West  Indies  into 
CoDnectieat.  Is  a  word  said  about  tiie  interest 
of  the  agriculturist  ?  No ;  aj^icnlture  is  obliged 
to  take  eare  of  itself,  and  m  every  instance  is 
made  tributary  to  classes  of  an  inferior  character. 

BeCsve  he  sat  down,  he  would  saf  a  word  or 
two  as  fo  the  course  which  he  conceived  the 
councils  of  this  nation  ought  to  pursue.  It  had 
bcfen  said,  in  tefetence  to  the  navigation  act  of 
Great  Britain,  that  her  policy  should  be  ours.  It 
had  been  foreseen,  Mr.  8.  said,  br  her  statesmen, 
ai  long  ago  as  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
tliat  ureat  Britain  was  to  become  a  great  nation 
Iff  means  of  her  navigating,  and  not  of  her  agri- 
cultural interest.  Those  men,  seeing  their  true 
poUey,  had  taken  means  to  cherish  and  fostefe'that 
great  interest  of  their  country ;  they  had  not  made 
the  creat  interest  of  their  country  subservient  to 
the  infbrior  ones.  Gkntlemen  told  of  the  policy 
ef  other  nations,  and  invited  the  House  to  imitate 
it.  Mr.  8.  said,  (tiey  spoke  of  nations  wherein 
commei'oe  was  the  great  interest,  to  which  the 
hmded  interest  was  subservient.  Such,  he  said, 
WHS  not  the  situation  of  this  nation.  Here  com« 
merce  was  subservient  to  the  landed  interests- 
was,  as  bid  been  well  said  by  one  of  our  great 
men,  but  the  handmaid  of  agriculture. 

Another  idea  had  been  broached,  that  we  ought 
to  encourage  navigation  as  a  nursery  for  our  navy. 
If  we  took  the  same  course,  Mr.  8.  said,  we  shoold 
eenarialy  run  the  same  career  as  the  nations  who 
htte  ]f feeided  us,  and  terminate  that  career  as  eve- 
ry nation  had  that  had  commenced  it.  With  all  her 
maritime  ]>ower^  what  is  Great  Britain  ?  Would 
any  man  in  this  country  agree  that  we  shoold 
change  conditions  with  herT  Certainly  not.  He 
was  not  for  discouraging  naval  enterprise,  nor  op- 
posed to  a  navy,  but  not  in  fhvor  of  a  navy  to  the 
extent  of  that  of  Great  Britain.  He  wished  not  to 
see  the  nation  cursed  with  a  debt,  which  would  bow 
ite  detest  posterity  to  the  ground.  I  am.  said  he,  for 
a  llButed  navy.    1  am  for  a  commerce  such  as 


will  maittCain  Itself,  without  taxing  the  gteutbody 
of  f  hie  nation  for  its  benefit. 

Mr.  ChkY  made  some  remarks  in  repiy  to  Mr. 
SBBrnv's  view  of  the  construction  of  tie  treaty. 
as  affected  by  this  Mil. 

Some  further  amendments  haTing  been  made 
to  the  bill- 
Mr.  jACxeoR,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  had  hofed 
that  some  gentleman  would  have  mticinaicdhun 
in  the  motion  which  he  felt  himself  ttsder  the  ne- 
cessity of  making.  He  could  not  help,  he  sard, 
in  the  examination  of  this  subject  taking  a  reriew 
of  the  scenes  through  whieh  we  have  pnsed  fot 
the  last  ten  or  eleven  years.  In  1806,  he  believed, 
the  merchants  of  the  country,  uniting,  as  with  a 
common  impulse  from  every  quarter,  faiid  their 
memorials  before  Congress,  urging  them,  in  coa- 
sequence  of  the  interruption  ofthe  eoionud  trade, 
to  adopt  some  regulations  which  shoold  restore  to 
them  the  enjoyment  of  rij;fats  vioiatod  by  the 
British  practice,  and  ptedging  their  Itvesj  iheir 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  support  therr 
country  in  the  legislative  warfare  then  com- 
menced and  carried  on  at  their  eolieitatton.  The 
moment  the  difficulties  growing  out  ofthe  meas- 
ures thus  adiopted  began  to  press  upon  the  coun- 
try, said  Mr.  J.,  and  the  necessity  ^ppeKnd  (to 
use  the  hmguage  of  a  gentleman  lately  in  debate) 
of  toeing  the  trig,  and  standing  there  at  all  hazards 
--of  entering  into  the  contest  with  caution,  bat, 
being  in,  of  acting  firmly— they  abused  their  Gh)v- 
emment.  abandoned  its  cause,  and  traitoronsly 
turned  tneir  force  and  power  against  the  country. 
I  am  tinwMling,  sir,  to  enter  on  a  scene  similar  to 
that;  to  engage,  at  the  Instance  ofthe  same  men, 
probaMy,  in  a  course  of  policy  fraught  with  con- 
sequences of  the  first  importance^  after  the  expe- 
rience we  have  had  fVom  the  source  I  have  men- 
tioned. I  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  Hoose  or 
the  nation,  indiacrimioatety  to  condemn  the  mer- 
chants; there  were  some  who  committed  them- 
selves on  the  oceasiOB  refened  to,  and  redeemed 
the  pledge  they  gave.  1  speak  of  the  great  mass 
of  them,  who  did  most  traitorously  abandon  the 
GKivemmeot,  which,  in  supporting  them,  had  ad- 
vanced to  that  point  whence  to  retreat  was  rrre- 
trievable  dishonor,  and  when  the  support  of  the 
whole  country  was  wanted. 

At  one  time,  said  Mr.  J.,  we  find  the  merchant 
not  willing  to  impoae  high  duties  <m  foreign  pro- 
ductions, as  urged  by  the  manuftcturing  interest^ 
becadse  they  ^11  have  the  effect  to  injure  trsde, 
and  diminish  the  tovenoe  of  the  country,  and  de- 
prive them  ofthe  profit  of  legitimate  voyages  en- 
tered into  when  no  reMrictions  or  higher  duties 
were  anticipated ;  and,  when  they  have  obtained 
a  redundant  supply  of  the  same  articles^  urgiag 
you  to  increase  the  duties  on  exportation,  in  wdet 
to  have  the  greater  benefit  of  their  speculatioo. 
It  had  been  justly  remarked,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  the 
interest  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation — the  agri- 
culturists—was never  consulted ;  they  were  the 
great  passive  beast  of  burden,  bearing  all  the 
weight  imposed  upon  It.  and  asking  tiothing  of 
the  Government,  m  their  bohfest  prayer,  but  to 
be  let  aloae.    Mr.  X  said,  he  mnst  yield  to  the 
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pressQTe  of  a  MT«re  eol4,  aod  not  proeted  foriber 
lo  his  remarks.  He  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

[AAer  some  eoaversatioo  Mi.  J.  agreed  to  with* 
draw  this  motion  for  the. present,  to  give  an  op* 
portonity  to  Mr.  Fobsyt a  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  amendments,  he  desired  to  propose  to 
the  biUJ. 

Mr.  &IKO  rose  to  remark  upon  Mr.  Jacksom'b 
illusion  to  the  merchante  having  traitorously 
Lurned  their  foiee  against  the  (Sovernment^  Let 
ne,  said  he,  ask  th«  gentleman  to  tarn  hia  atten- 
ion  in  this^  respeet  to  the  conduct  of  a  whole 
State  in  the  South.  Ijet  me  point,  bis  attention 
;o  an  armory  built  on  the  banks  of  James  river, 
ht  the  express  porpose  (as  avowed  by  an  honor- 
ible  meoaber  from  that  State)  of  opposing  the 
Government  by  force  of  arms  1 

Mr.  FoBBYTa,  of  Qeorgia,  propoeed  as  a  sub* 
uitttte  for  the  bill^  sundry  new  sections,  embrae* 
iitg  a  system  of  discriminatittg  duties,  to  supei* 
lede  the  clauses  of  prohibtiien  and  eawlusien,  em- 
>raced  in  the  bill,  and  proceeded,  though  moch 
(odisposed,  to  assign  hia  reasons  for  a  prefrreBce 
>f  this  mode  of  comHeracting  the  British  eolmipal 
'egolationa,  over  that  before  theCJommtttef,  and 
which  would,  perhaps,  iaduce  him  to  vote  against 
he  bill,  should  his  amendment  not  eventnally 
(ucceed.  The  oi^t  of  either  of  the  two  systems 
ronld  be  to  promiee,  by  cenveaiioaal  regulatton, 
>r  otherwise,  a  relaxation  of  the  colonial  system 
n  thai  particular  from  which  our  navigatioa 
iofiera. 

The  effiBCi  on  the  British  colonial  svstem  woold 
)e  the  same,  whether  daties  or  prohibitions  were 
mpoaed  on  the  trade  now  carried  on  in  their  ves^ 
els  with  their  colonies.  But  the  eieei  of  the 
wo  courses  on  this  eouncry  would  be  very  dtf- 
erent.  The  abaolute  prohibition  of  all  exports  te 
he  British  West  indies,  (which  would  be  the 
tfiect  of  this  bill,)  would  strike  ofi*  ai  once  six 
oiilioBa  of  our  exporu.  It  might  be  said  that 
hese  exjKNcta  would  go  to.  some  other  pesu  of  the 
vorki ;  that  the  enterprise  of  our  merohaots  would 
ind  a  naaiket.  It  might  be  so,  Mr.  F.said,  in  the 
toorseof  time  I  but  the  immJMliate  effect  would 
le  an  exUaordinaf  y  pressure^  and  he  thought  an 
iiinecessarypttasBre,oii  theagrieultBiie>aiideom- 
aeice  of  some  parts  of  the  eeBntrjr..  fiafiur  as 
f  spected  the  immediate*  interest  oC  the  agriou^ 
iural  portfton  of  the  eemmuuity,  it  was  a  matair 
)f  perfect  iadiffirence,- whether  that  trade  was 
sarried  on  in  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in 
foceigii  bottems; And  any* sacrifice  tbe^r  might 
fliake  in  this  respeet,  to  the  navigating  liiterast, 
aronld  be  gcatniions.  If  they  agreed,  ihen^  by 
their  Represenlatlves  in  Congress,  to  impose  ex- 
Dcssive  dBlias  on  this  trade,  as  now  coaduoied,  it 
waa  as  flsuch,  Bir.  F.  said,  as  those^  interested  in 
navigation  Imd  a  right,  to  expect.  B^or,  his  part 
he  was  willing  to  make  the  experiment  of  Imry 
duties,  but  ha  was  unwilling  te.prohibit  the  tcade 
entirety* 

ThefC  would  also,  be  a  wide  diffsrence  ia  the 
operation  of  the  two  systems  on  ^le.  British  eft- 
lonial  posaessieBB*    If  we  prohibit  the  nmds  iso- 


tire^y,  we  might  do  exactly  that  whiek  the,  Brit- 
ish Government  wishes.  The  whole  cdoaial 
system  of  Great  Britain  was  founded  on  the  haaia 
of  eacottraging  the  comoaercial  and  navigating 
interest  at  every  expense,  and  the  wishes  ud  in* 
dinations  of  the  colonies  weighed  not  a  feather 
in  the  balance^  At  thia  time  the  Weat  India 
islands  suffer  nothing,  and  the  British  navigating 
interest  is  fostered  and  promoted  at  our  cxpensew 
No  complaint  was  made  by  the  inhabitaots  aad 
proprietors  of  the  British  Weat  India  Islaadl 
against  the  operation  of  this  system,  because  It 
did  not  affieet  theaa.  By  imposmg  duties  on  the 
trade,  however,  a  pressure  wonld  be  produea^ 
whicn  would  oompel  them  to  resort  to  remQ»> 
atraaces  to  the  British  Goveroment,  and  whM<) 
severely  affecting  the  interests  of  the  propeietoas^ 
resident  in  England,  might  he  expected  to. pro- 
dace  an  effect  on  the  ministry,  ^•;  and  sUch  do^ 
ties,  instead  of  operating  injuriously  on  our  own 
commerce,  would  benefit  the  revenue  at  the  efr> 
pcBse  of  the  colonies,  and,  thnrngh  them,  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  natieo,  dee. 

The  blaoka  in  the  amendment  prcpoaed  by  Mn 
F0B8YTH,  having  been  filled — 

Mr.  Jacxbon*  of  Virginia,  rose  in  exptanatioa 
on  a  point  whicn  had  been  incidentally  iatrodeeed 
into  debate. ,  He  had,  when  up  before^  refiHraai 
to  the  analogy  between  the  state  of  thialgB  at  thia 
day  and  in  1806,  and  stated  timt  the  mecchnata 
then  came  forward  in  mass  with  their  Baeaaorieli^ 
urging  Congress  to  take  an  atiitude  of  feststanee 
to  th^  polic]F  of  the  British  GoverBmeat,  and 
pledging  their  co-operation ;  they  bad  even  gene 
so  far  as  to  talk  of  war,  and  recommended  it  In 
preference  to  a  sBbmission  to  the  then  existing 
sute  of  things.  In  referring  iq  thcaa  afterwards^ 
though  he  had  drawn  a  distinction  between  .the 
highminded  merchanta  and  those  of  another  d*> 
scripiiooy  he  had  said  that  the  latter  had  trailB^ 
ously  abandoned  thjs  cause  of  their  eoualay,  aatd 
turned  their  foroeand  power  against  it— not  mean- 
ing that  they  had  opposed  their  Govemmeat  by 
force  of  arma,  but  by  that  moral  foree*  the. eft- 
operation  of  which  is  iodispensable  to  carry  thia 
Government  through  a  war-  If  meak  in.  that  «ifr> 
uation  of  life  told  the  community  thai  the  Gov* 
enu^ent  was  tnWag  a  wrong  cQUfs%,  man v  wnnU 
believe  them»  and  thry  thus  subtiaeted  froaBlhe 
Government  a  vast  portico  of  its  npofal  powM. 
Theyi  tberefoie,  Mr«  J.  said,  hpul  traitofonslf 
abaadopcd  the  groisad  on  which. they>  had  pledgad 
themselves  to  support  the  Government,  aad^soiir 
tnrnad  their  force  and  power  agaioat,it»  Ha 
should  not  have  risen,  however,  hf4i  to  put  10 
righta  a  sfatemcnt  which  he  undiorstood  to  have 
been  ma4c  on  another  point,  and  to  wluch  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  just  referred; 
that  about  the  yeara  1799-1800,  the  armory  ai^ 
thorized.  to  be  built  by  the  State  of  Viiginia  waa 
intended  to  manufacture  arms  for  the  purpose  ef 
oj^posing  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation. 
Sir,.!  appeal  to  your  recollection,  (addressingMr. 
BBBGKBNBtooB,  Chairman  of  the  Comnuitec^ 
for  we  were  then  in  the  Xiegislature  of  yii|[ii^ia 
iogather,  whether  the  fact  waa 


m 


HISTORT  OF  OOlfO&ESS. 


796 


H«(MpR« 


OmMMITMw  All0ft9MW€!« 


jAjffrAir,18I7. 


lir.  RAiiiioLP0,of  TItfiftm,  tsktd  Mr.  Jackson  | 
whether  he  referred,  in  hie  abserTttiooii,  to  any 
statement  said  to  hare  been  made  by  htm  od  this 
floor?   And  Mr.  Jack«on  having  intimated  that 
he  did^-* 

Mr.  Randolpb  asked  the  opportunity  to  make 
an  explanation  on  the  sobjeet  $  and,  he  said,  he 
knew  not  why  he  did  so,  tor  it  wss  foil  as  proba- 
te what  be  said  would  go  abroad  not  in  the 
shape  in  which  his  declaration  was  made  on  this 
floor,  the  second  and  the  third  time,  as  it  had 
done  the  first.  He  would  reeapitolate — ^aod  he 
referred  to  the  father  of  that  institution,  (the  ar- 
mory,) John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  for  his  correct- 
ness on  this  point.  The  first  time,  said  Mr.  R., 
that  I  ever  dreamt  of  being  a  public  man,  by  elec- 
tion to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  to  which  I  did  succeed, 
I  was  combaited  at  Charlotte  court-house,  and 

Kbliely  attacked  on  the  ground  the  gentleman 
s  mentioned,  by  one  of  that  very  numerous 
elasa  of  persons  who  at  that  time  were  staunch 
Ftsderalists^and  since  that  time  hare  been  staunch 
Jefiersonians,  Madtsonians,  and  Monroites,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  Vicars  of  Bray  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter — one  of  those  persons  who  said  that 
we  are  the  sepoys,  the  native  troops,  and  they  the 
proper  officers— one  of  those  apostates  who  are 
taken  in  so  many  instances  to  the  bosom  of  the 

riittieal  church  to  which  they  have  apostatised. 
was  asked,  b^  this  person,  if  I  justified  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  armory  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  I  said  I 
did ;  that  I  could  not  conceive  any  ease  in  which 
the  people  could  not  be  intrusted  with  arms ;  and 
that  the  use  of  them,  to  oppose  oppressive  meas- 
vies,  was  in  principle  the  same,  whether  those 
of  ihe  Admintstration  of  Lord  North,  or  that  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  administration,  the  object  of 
which  I  had  ao  doubt  then,  and  I  have  none  now, 
was  to  change  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  fact,  as  it  is  now  changed  in  substance. 
If  it  bMd  continued  to  persevere  in  that  course  of 
oonduet  which  had  giren  just  alarm  to  the  wisest 
aad  best  men  in  this  country,  and  particularly  in 
Yifglnia,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
have  terminated  in  an  appeal  to  arms;  and  it 
would  have  done  so  on  the  principles  of  the  Rev- 
okuion  of  1688,  and  of  the  Revolution  of  1778, 
neither  one  nor  the  other  of  which  took  place  on 
•ay  other  principle  than  resistance  of  the  en- 
eroaehments  of  Qovernment  on  the  rights  of  the 
M>ple.  At  that  time,  and  subsequent  to  it, 
Mr.  R.  said,  be  understood  the  temper  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature  (without  meaning  to  say 
betlier)  as  well  as  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
•It  down.  My  declaration  was,  said  Mr.  R., 
tbht  the  armory  was  erected  to  furnish  the  people 
^t%  arms  to  resist  Federal  usurpation,  provided 
the  Federal  Administration  had  continued  in  that 
career  of  oppression  which  it  had  commenced. 
Those  were  bis  words,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
somehow  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of  his  dec- 
laration. But  he  hoped  he  was  not  understood  to 
say,  that,  though  in  time  of  peace  the  State  of  Yir^ 
ginia  was  prepared  to  assert  the  rights  of  that  an- 
cient  and  venerable  Commonwealth,  whkh  aft^ 


having  hoisted  the  flag  that  braved  the  hatfleaad 
the  braeze;  the  flag  that  braved  Lord  North,  wss 
not  going  to  succumb  to  John  Adaais—> which  had 
been  then,  aad  now  was,  as  ready  to  resist  the  eo- 
eroaehments  of  this  Government,  as  she  was  or 
ever  had  been  to  resist  the  Parliament  and  MiB' 
istry  of  €hreat  Britain ;'  he  hoped  he  was  not  un- 
derstood to  intimate  that  he  or  that  State  vas 
dispo&ed  to* turn  the  extreme  medicine  ci  the  Con- 
stitution into  the  ordinary  diet— be  was  no  ab- 
stract politician.  Abstract  measaree  in  Govera- 
ment,  he  said,  were  what  decisions  on  eaaes  oprasi 
ncn  futUci  wera  ia  a  court  of  law.  Make  out  a 
case,  said  he ;  let  me  see  the  patient ;  if  he  west 
to  a  tailor  to  be  measured  for  a  coat,  he  went  to 
a  man  who  would  take  him  as  be  was^  iU-«hsped 
and  ill  made-up,  not  to  a  man  who  had  bat  oae 
measure  for  all  statures,  and  that  meaaore  fron 
no  living  man,  but  from  some  fancy  of  the  beaa 
ideal—from  the  Irish  gtaat  or  the  Polish  dwar^ 
be  hoped,  he  said,  he  had  not  been  uadersteod  to 
say  that,  whea  the  eaemy  was  at  the  door;  wbea 
his  foot  was  on  the  soil ;  when  the  country  was 
invaded;  when  Hannibal  waa  kooekiag  at  the 
gates  of  Rome.  No,  he  never  did  mean  to  say, 
that,  under  those  circumsunoes,  the  State  of  Vir* 
giota  would  pitch  upon  that  time  to  array  her* 
self  against  the  Gkiaeral  Govern menL  ivo,  he 
said,  she  would  fight  out  the  war,  aad  settle  the 
quarrel  afterwards.  Her  uniform  policy  showed 
that  that  was  the  course  whieh  she  would  in  such 
circumstances  pursue.  With  respect  to  an  hon- 
orable assembly,  which  had  been  spoken  of  in  this 
House  and  out  of  it— -the  Hartford  Coaventioa — 
as  opposed  to  the  Richmond  bayoaets^  he  meant 
to  be  on  the  side,  not  only  of  the  bayonet,  but  of 
the  Richmond  bayonets.  Bring  that  qoesiioa 
ever  before  him,  sis  an  individual  nMmherof  this 
House,  or  as  a  man,  and  he  would  tmke  the  Rich'- 
mond  bayonets,  to  use  a  sporting  phrase^  against 
the  Hsrtlord  Convention. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  meant  not  to  deny  the  fftght  of 
any  State  ia  the  Uaioa,  Rhode  Island,  if  you 
will,  to  assert  its  righu  against  the  QeneraJ  Gfav- 
ernment^  any  more  thaa  the  right  of  the  peopie 
of  Virgioia  to  assert  their  rtghuagaiast  their 
Government.  It  was  a  great  raralotioaary  prtn* 
aapie,  and  he  was  aorr^  to aay  it  wasat  arariu  He 
had.  he  said,  but  oae  favor  lo  ask  of  aay  geatie- 
man  oa  this  floor— to  take  ihe  words  he  employ- 
ed, aot  a  glees  or  false  misrepfeseatation  of  theot 
—whieh  he  was  aare  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
not  the  least  dispositioa  to  do.  I  do  aay  aow,  said 
Mr*  R.,  that  if  the  Federal  AdmiiiiatfatioB  did 
not  halt  in  its  eaiaer  of  usnrpaiioa  of  the  liberues 
ef  the  people,  and  the  ConstituMoa  of  the  eounuy, 
the  State  of  Vinriaia  was  disponed  to  stand  oa 
the  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  defend  that  iiareh- 
ment  agaiast.  the  bayonets  of  those  who  were 
williag  to  burn  that  parchment  at  the  point  of  the 
bayoaet.  But  it  aras^  not  eombustihle ;  the  coa- 
spicators  against  New  Orleans,  from  aliuve,  suc- 
ceeded no  better  than  its  assailants  from  below ; 
instead  of  burning  the  parchment,  sir,  chey  btirut 
their  own  fingers. 

Mc»  iMOEBon  said,  he  was  glad  of  the  explaoa- 
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Hod  the  gendMMO  b«d^ve5.  I  am  mysetf,  Mid 
he,  oDe  of  the  last  men  m  the  nation  who  would 
quote  what  eomee  from  newspapers,  beeaase  mis- 
represeo cations  occur  in  them-— often  accidental, 
sometimes  intentional.  But,  in  our  domicil,  this 
daf,  the  (gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  recitiag 
nrbat  I  understood  as  the  amount  of  m^  colleague's 
ieclaration,  asked  me  whether  Vinvrnta  did  nt>c 
iiuild  an  arsenal  for  tbe  purpose  of  mauufactur* 
ng  arms,  expressly  to  oppose  the  constituted  au« 
horities  of  tbe  country ;  from  which,  I  undenttood 
lim  to  oonrey  the  idea  that  snch  was  the  state- 
neut  that  had  been  made  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Randolph  explained.  He  did  believe  that 
lothiog  but  the  nwfoloess  of  the  times  had  in* 
lueed  a  majority  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  at 
hat  period,  to  hare  launched  into  so  expensive 
in  uodertaking  as  the  establishment  of  tbe  armo- 
y.  Tbe  fair  and  alleged  nhe  <if  that  institution 
vras  to  artn  the  militia.  Who  eoold  object  to  it  t 
Who  would  say  that  freemen  had  not  a  right  to 
irm  against  John  Adams  and  his  provisional 
irmy,  yruget  e<m&umgre  noH^  prorided  they  had 
(one  on  in  tbetr  coarse  of  usurpation  ?  When  he 
lad  made  tbe  remarks  referred  to,  it  was  on  an 
imendment  to  the  Consiitation,  going  still  far^t 
her  to  narrow  ihe^imk^  of  State  rights,  Iw. 

Mr.  Jaokbon  said,  having  a  distinct  recollec* 
ion  of  the  eireumstances  of  the  ease,  he  should 
proceed  with  bis  statement.  In  the  year  1796, 
aid  Mr.  J.,  (General  Wood  was  the  GkMrernor  of 
[Tirginia,  who  had  been  a  geoeral  officer  during 
he  Revolutionary  war,  bat  adways  was,  during 
lis  life— though  standing  high  in  the  confidence 
\f  the  Republican  pariy-*-an  oneqiH vocal  Feder* 
ilist,  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term.  Dur- 
ng  bisadfBiaistratiofl,the  Legislature  authorized 
be  purchase  of  arms^  About  that  time,  Mr.  J. 
aid,  thai  be  (gaiie  a  boy)  had  been  elected  to  the 
legislature,  and  then  first  took  sides;  for,  ante- 
ior  to  that  time,  wiih  the  exoeption  of  a  few 
tistinguished  OMO  in  Congress,  and  with  the  ex-* 
eption  of  tbe  British  Treaty  question,  the  people 
fere  not  iKvided  into  parties.  Tbe  Governor 
tad  eoftuneted  with  Bwaan.  of  Boston,  who 
lad  delivered  nt  Richmohd  4,00^  stand  of  arms, 
It  1(13  eftch^the  whole  costing  $53,000  annually. 
These  arms  had.  been  found  worthless,  on  irini, 
laving  been  pwtbAsed  in  Sarape»  ihe  refuos  of 
irmoiies  and  shops 'iWre,  on  speculatiMi.  The 
uegtslacore,  in  eooaequaoee  of  that  state  of  the 
act,  and  deusin|[  tu  iprovidei  nrms  for  the  State 
—a  measure  wlnoh  had  aiways  been  a  subject 
)f  anxiety  with  Geaetal  WAaniNOTON,  without 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  timet;  if  any  such 
riews  were  entertained,  Mr.  J^  said,  he  was  not 
let  into  them — had  enacted  a  lawaathorisiagthe 
Mtablisbment  of  an  arsenal  at  Richmond,  in  order 
to  get  £ood  arms  instead  of  bad.  In  the  nex  t  year. 
[1800  J  Mr.  Monroe  succeeded  to  the  Chair  of  the 
State  governffleoi.  Party  division  was  at  its 
crisis.  The  fiermeot  eventuated  in  the  adoption, 
by  the  Legisteianrof  Virgiaia,  of  the  general 
ticket  system,  and  Mr.  Jefierson  sneeeeded  to  the 
Presidency.  The  armory  had  bceni  erer  since 
that  day,  m  operation;  and  Mr.  Jk  said  he  atver 


had,  dntil  he  hod  heard  the  snggestion  on  thie 
floor  this  morning, (referring  to  what  his  colleague 
had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  J.,)  heard  a  single  individual  intimate  a  dit^ 
position  to  oppose  with  arms  the  constituted 
authority  of  tbe  Qovernment.  John  Taylor,  of 
Caroline,  was  a  popular  man,*  at  the  head  of  the 
Democratic  party,  in  the  Virginia  Legisiature,  in 
tbe  year  1708.  But,  if  he  or  any  other  of  th^ 
friends  of  the  armory  had  any  such  intention  as 
had  been  referred  to,  they  had  concealed  it  from 
the  majority;  and  it  had  not,  to  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  J.,  been  avowed  bj^  any  person.  As  proof 
of  the  disposition  of  Virginia  to  acquiesce  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  however  oppressive,  of  the 
General  Gtovernment,  and  to  resist  them  only  by 
the  Conttitntional  means  of  election,  Mr.  J.  said 
he  might  refer  to  the  fact,  that  during  that  pertod, 
the  sedition  law  had  been  carried  into  execution 
ia  the  Camul  of  the  State.  True  it  was  that 
Callender  nad  traduced  the  Founder  of  the  Lib* 
erties  and  the  Father  of  his  Country,  but  hfi 
demerit  did  not  change  tho  character  of  the  sedi- 
tion law ;  and  the  same  temper  of  respect  for  the 
law  would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  existed', 
if  the  punishment  of  the  sedition  law  had  been 
inflicted  on  tbe  first  man  of  the  State,  instead  of 
the  vilest  miscreant, 

Mr.  Randolph  apotogited  for  troubling  the 
House  again,  which  be  shonld  not  have  done,  ha^ 
not  his  name  been  brought  into  question  by  twd 
gentlemen  on  this  occasion.,  He  saw  now  before 
him,  he  said,  a  son  of  one  of  those  men,  to  whoni 
bo  eoold  on  all  occasions  have  appealed,  who 
never  minced  his  deolarations— never  stopped 
short  of  the  extent  to  which  he  was  wiHing  to 
JO-*- never  looked  one  way  and  rowed  aOotherl 
The  times,  he  said,  had  been  awful  at  the  period 
referred  to.  It  was  certainly  tme  that  John  Taf* 
kw-,  of  Caroline,  (a  name  which  would  live  when 
many,  if  not  ail,  of  this  Assembly  were  forgot- 
ten,) was  the  father  of  that  armory,  which-*-nOt 
moaning  to  impeach  the  statement  of  tbe  gentle^ 
moo  over  the  way,  (Mr.  JACKaoif)«-wa8  buili^ 
not  so  much  becanse  of  the  badness  of  the  arm^ 
as  because  it  was  proper  for  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  keep  in  her  possession  the  means  of  arming  thi 
militia,  rather  than  depend  for  her  tnpply  on  icon* 
tfoctt  which  the  United  States  might  slop.  The 
persons  who  weva  active  in  the  ostoblishmeot  of 
that  Armory  were  long-headed  and  elenr-ofghted 
men.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  afraid  some  of  th^ 
arma  since  mode  by  ihe  armory  were  not  mncH 
better  than  those  supplied  by  Swann— hot  tha^ 
by  the  way.  John  Taylor,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  the 
father  of  the  general  ticket  law  of  Virginia.  Ht 
bad  drawn  it,  supported  it,  and  had,  by  Divine 
permission,  made  Thomas  Jeflecaon  President  of 
the  United  States.  That  kw  had  passed  but  by 
five  votes.  At  the  time,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  was 
elected  against  an  opposition  raised  upon  the  verf 
ff  round  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  with 
whom  I  was  politically  connected,  and  of  my- 
self consequently^  to  oppose  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams,  by  foree,  Patrick  Henry  wan  elect- 
I  ed  to  the  Aawmbly  by  that  pari  of  Oharlotio 
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coQDty  whtob  then  suppontd  the  Admioialmtioi). 
For,  90  far  from  knowing  aothiof  of  ptrties,  if  I 
were  to  specify  the  time  io  this  Gorernment  at 
which  they  run  highest,  I  should  say  in  1798-^99. 
I  lea  re  you  to  judge,  sir,  who  knew  the  man, 
what  chance  the  general  ticket  law  would  btt?e 
stood,  had  Patrick  Henry  lived  to  have  taken  his 

Sat.  Five  rotes  1  Mr.  R.  exclaimed^  Patrick 
enry  was  good  for  five  times  five  rotes  doubled, 
in  that  body.  Patrick  Henry,  said  Mr.  R.,  ar- 
fayed  himself  on  the  side  of  what  he  called  the 
Constiiution.  I  heard  the  last  speech  he  made. 
He  told  the  people  they  had,  against  his  voice, 
made  over  the-  purse  and  the  sword.  He  was  a 
paaotical  politician,  and  knew,  that  where  these 
were  giren  away,  rery  little  was  retained.  He  saw 
and  depicted,  in  clear  and  ririd  colors,  the  danger 
of  a  ciril  war.  It  would  not  do  for  me  to  attempt 
to  say  what,  much  less  how,  he  spok*e  to  the  peo- 
ple.  I  will  only  saV}  that  when  Qenenl  Wash- 
IMQTOM  dted'-'in  whom  all  had  confidence,  but 
wn  did  not  choose  to  risk  our  liberties  on  his  life 
—the  first  words  that  escaped  the  lipe  of  [name 
not  heard  by  the  Reporter]  were,  ^  Then  is  Alex* 
mider  Hamilton  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
American  Army !"  He  was  of  high-toned  poli- 
tics: we  were  afraid  of  him.  We  did  not  then 
know,  that  he  who  was  next  to  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
Legislatare,  bad,  in  the  Convention,  advocated  a 
aystem  as  high  as  Alexander  HamiUoa's,  and 
perhaps  a  key  or  two  higher.  When  this  thing 
took  place,  L  had  the  honor  of  being  charged  on 
the  hustings  and  io  the  court-yard  with  being  a 
Frenchman.  I  had  the  honor  of  being  thus 
charged  by  the  same  individual,  and  the  same 
description  of  persons  who  have  since  done  me 
the  bettor  to  charge  me  with  being  an  English- 
man, because  I  have  acted  with  the  same  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  in 
opposing  one  Administration,  as  I  had  done  in 
^vposlng  their  predecessors.  No  man  in  the  Uni- 
lad  States, perhaps, had  been  more  misunderstood, 
Ba  OMA  mom  reviled*«-and  tfaat^  Mr.  R-said,  was 
a  bold  declaration  for  him  to  make*-«tban  Akx- 
ander  Hamilton;  unless,  perhans.  the  venerable 
iMmber  from.  Maasachusetu,  (Mr.  Piosantiio,) 
Whomi  whatever  may  be  said  of  htm,  all  will 
allow  to  be  an  honest  man.  The  other  day,  said 
Mr>  R*t  whea  that  honorable  member  was  speak- 
iag  of  his  own  situation  on  the  compensatton 
Mosiioo— when  his  voiee  faltered  and  hts  eyes 
tUrd  at- the  mentian  of  his  poverty^I  thought  I 
pould  have  given  the  riches  of  Dives  himself  for 
kia  honorable  deling— when  he  spoke  of  his  pov* 
arty.  (not.  that  nf  encess,  or  of  extravagance,  but 
an  honest  poverty,)  after  a  long  and  laboraoos 
aarvice  in  the  highest  offices  of  the  Government. 
If  the  gentleman  would  take  it,  said  Mr.  R.,  1 
would  give  him  what  liule  I  have,  to  have  in- 
aofihed  on  my  tomb,  as  he  may  on  his,  Here  lies 
the  man  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Wasb- 
moToii  and  the  enmity  of  his  successor  I 

Mr.  PkBASAnTa,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  recol- 
lected the  statement  of  his  colleague  on  a  former 
occasion,  which  had  been  teferred  to  to-day,  it 
sometking  like  this:  tl^al  it  wm  now  psetty 


clearly  aseeitniqed  that  the  nriBMy  cauttaM 
on  the  banks  of  James  river  was'  intended  to  op- 
pose the  administaition  of  John  Adnm%  if  it  went 
on  in  its  mad  career.  Mr.  P.  said,  ke  did  ost 
know  how  that  fact  had  been  aseertaiaed.  It  wu 
a  certain  fact,  that  the  nsen  who  kad  the  princi- 
pal agency  io  the  establishment  of  that  amory, 
had  most  unequivocally  disavowed  that  inienuon. 
I  was  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  a  young  maiLnrdent  tad 
zealous  in  the  cause  which  I  Ui«i  thought,  and 
now  think,  the  right  cause*  I  pat  naoie  coai- 
dence  then  in  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  fefer,than 
I  would  now  do  in  any  man.  Iwna  a  naesnberof 
the  Legislatare  in  1797—the  first  yenr  am  appro- 

Kiatioa  for  arms  was  made— «nd  in  tke  four  foW 
wing  successive  years.  I  perfeetly  well  recol- 
lect, in  the  discussion  of  the  teaolntioiia  which 
made  so  much  noise  then,  and  have  ainee  beea 
frequently  referred  to,  John  Taylor  of  Caroliae 
was  expressly  charged  by  GfenemI  Henry  L^ 
then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delcgmces,  wilk 
intending  to  bring  on  these  meaauresand  the  ar- 
mory, dtc.,  together,  nod  that  tke  aimory  was  in 
reality  intended  to  oppoae  tke  Fedcml  Govern* 
meat ;  that,  whatever  other  color  mi^t  be  put 
upon  it,  this  was  the  ol^eet.  I  never  aka&l  forget 
Mr.  Taylor's  reply,  when,  as  I  oaderalood,  in  direct 
allusion  to  General  Lee's  sttmtionr  his  former 
occupation,«nd  supposed  eireamtmnr  rt,  contrast- 
ed  with  his  own  situation,  he  turned  to  General 
Lee,  and  asked  whether  Ac  was  tkeman  who  mtgbit 
be  expected  to  seek  redress  for  present  evils  in  a 
civil  war  ?  Were  kia  ckcomstnaeea  so  desperate^ 
be  asked ;  was  Ae  Ike  great  mUiinry  leader  who 
was  likely  to  desire  civil  comauition,  dkc?  The 
force  of  these  remarks  was  felt;  for,  ia  ftdditioa 
to  the  cireumstaaee  that  his  sitnmlon  wms  in  an 
eminent  degree  prosperous  and.  hnpi^y'  ia  pri  vnie 
life,  I  never  did  believe  Mr.  Tavlor  wne  ikar  Jrind 
of  a  man,  who  waahi  seek  redreas  for  polin'onl 
grievances  by  revolutien ;  nor  do  i  believe  tkat  ha 
ever  expected  tke  mnskeu  manalnetavad  in  that 
armorv  to  be  employed  ia  n  clvii  war.  If  he  kad 
thougnt  so,  I  do  believe  he  nam  woald  have 
used  his  inflneaee  to  have  had  an  appni|printioa 
made  for  that  ol^ael.  If  hekad  kave  done  aQ,ka 
would  not  have  sueneeded,  had  those  iaientiena 
been  avowed.  He  oaoet  ea^ihatieallf  did  dis- 
claim, as  I  do  aaVy  any  anck  visars.  Ia  regard 
to  tke  geaetal  ticket  law,tkarawaaia  ikai  LeiBia* 
latura  a  man  who  kad  miaek  mosa  iaiaaacs  in 
proooring  ita  passage  tkaa  Coloael  l^ialor— I 
mean  the  preeent  Chief  Mngiacrata  of  tke  United 
Sutes.  Ldo  Bot  believe  tkat  aM  tka  anitad  force 
of  its  advocaiea  woold  tkea  kave  eanied  the 
measttca  throagk  tkat  body,  bat  for  the  weight  of 
ehametar  of  James  Madiaaa. 

Mr.  LOMPSIN,  of  Georgia,  moved  tkat  tke  Com* 
mittfc  now  rise  $  not  thnt  he  deaired  to  t^e  aay 
part  in  the  discussion  of  tke  biU,  but  in.  the  hope 
that  the  House  would  to-morrow  reeomoBcnce  the 
discunlon  of  the  qoeatioa  aetaally  before  the 
Committee,  aad  have  done  with  mattats  whiek 
had  no  aort  of  eoaaexion  with  it. 

And  the  Committee  roee  aceovding^y,  aad  the 
adjoamed. 
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FHiDAT,  JsDUtry  31. 

A  mQsst^e  from  the  Senate  io formed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
set  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  pablic 
ftceouots,"  ID  which  they  ask  the  concurreoce  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
sotnmtttee  appoioled  oa  that  part  of  the  Presi^ 
lent's  Message  Which  relates  to  the  office  of  At- 
orne^  General,  and  to  the  establishment  of  an 
idditienal  Department. 

The  Speaccr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
:he  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washiogton 
[7anal  Comfiany,  of  the  amount  of  their  receipts 
ind  eitpendttures,  IVom  the  oommeocement  of 
heir  operations,  made  in  obedience  to  a  requisi- 
ioD  of  their  chafer ;  which  report  was  read,  and 
)rdered  to  lie  en  the  table. 

On  motioQ  ef  Mr.  Jackson,  the  House  proceed- 
ed 10  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
festerday,  for  the  appoiotmeot  of  clerks  to  com* 
nittees ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  re- 
ected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  LowiiDBs  laid  before  the  House  a  corres- 
Kindence  between  himseUl  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  Of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War;  in  relation  to  the  expenditures 
nd  appropriations  for  the  Ordnanca  and  Cluarier- 
oaster  Gh*nerai's  departments  |  which  was  or- 
iered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  haye  jHissed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ct  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws 
f  the  United  States,  within  the  State  of  Indi- 
na;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  enable  the 
>eople  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
itory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goFern- 
aent,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
be  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Itates  f*  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
f  this  House. 

A  Message  was  reeeived  from  the  President  of 
be  United  States,  transmitting  to  the  House  an 
pplicatioD,  by  the  Minister  of  France,  respecting 
be  long  standing  claim  of  the  heirs  oi  Beaumar- 
hais  I  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
'eutfions  and  Rerolutionary  Claims. 

QOMMBSUIAi.  INTBftOOUBSB. 

The  HoQse  went  into  C<mimittee  of  the  Whole, 
m  the  bill  to  prohibit  commereiai  intercourse 
ritti  ports  or  places  into,  or  with  which  the  ves- 
els  of  the  United  States' are  not  permitted  to  en* 
er  and  trade ;  Mr.  Fobsttb'b  substitute  being 
till  under  consideration-— 

Mr.  Raiiik)lpb  said,  that  no  consideration  could 
lave  induced  him  to  attend  in  his  place  this  dav, 
n  his  present  condition,  except  to  say  a  few  wordi* 
ather  by  way  of  explanation  than  reply  to  his 
vorthy  colleague,  (Mr.  PLBASANTfl,)  wnlch  he 
lad  been  prerented  from  offering  yesterday  by 
he  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  He  wis 
ipprehen^ive  that  he  had  been  mistaken  by  his 
worthy  colleague,  perhaps  by  others,  as  haying 
luthority  from  Mr.  Taylor  for  the  statement  he 
bad  made  yesterday.  If  he  had  been  so  under* 
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stood  he  had  been  entirely  misapprehended.  He 
diselaitned  all  such  authority,  e.ither  from  that 
gentleman  or  from  his  other  honorable  friend — 
now  no  more— to  whom  he  had  alluded.  Had  he 
been  the  depositary  of  their  confidence,  he  hum* 
biy  yet  firmly  trusted  that  he  would  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  the  world  to  abuse  90  sacred  a  trust. 
He  did  not  call  in  question  one  word;  he  belleyed 
eyery  syllable  that  his  honorable  colleague  had 
uttered.  He  had  said,  truly,  that  he  was  at  that 
time  a  member  of  the  Assembly— and  he  might 
haye  added,  with  equal  troth,  that  no  man  of  his 
years  was  in  fuller  possession  of  the  confidence 
of  that  honorable  body— a  confidence  that  had 
grown  with  each  succeeding  year-^for  it  was 
merited.  The  object  of  this  confidence,  so  hon- 
orable both  to  the  giyer  and  the  receiver,  was  of 
that  happy  temperament  which  ezemptecl  its  pos- 
sessor from  many  of  the  sorest  ills  of  life.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  I  do  not  belieye  that  my  worthy  col- 
league has  made  a  personal  enemy  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life.  I  neyer  even  beard  that  be  had 
a  political  one.  This  was  not  the  only  circum- 
stance, Mr.  R.  said,  in  which  he  differed,  greatly 
to  his  disadyantage^  from  his  colleague.  No  mU- 
represeivtation  of  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  lanaoaffe  or  con- 
duct was  with  ill  the  scope  or  probabiiity-^sup- 
posing  such,  however,  to  occur,  he  would  never 
stand  in  need  of  defenders.  There  could  be  no 
cause  of  surprise,  therefore^  at  his  (Mr.  R.'s}  soli- 
citude to  reconcile  an^  apparent  or  conceived 
difference  of  opinion  with  one  :so  generally  loved 
and  respected. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  the  only  favor  he  asked  at  any 
man's  handu  who  had  quoted  him  on  that  fioor, 
was  to  nseiiia  very  words,  and  to  take  them  alto- 
gether. He  hoped  that  he  was  not  understood  as 
compbHiing  of  any  unfairness  or  misrepresenta- 
tion on  the  part  or  either  of  his  honorable  coi- 
leeguee-^far  from  it.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
using  words  withoot  some  definite  signification 
altered  to  them,  and  nothing  was  easier  than  by 
a  supposed  paraphrase  of  one  passage  and  the 
omfraiOQ  of  aaother ,  by  which  it  was  qualified  or 
limited,  utterly  to  distort  the  original  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  speaker.  What  had  he  said? 
A  question  being  under  deliberatSon  to  abridge 
materially  the  rights  of  the  States,  he  bad  tfe^ 
olared  that,  ^  by  the  timely  and  judicious  exercise 

*  of  tho  yery  right  piroposed  to  be  taken  away,  thit 
'  Union  had  been  saved  frtrai  incalculable  mis- 
'  ^ief  and  misery.    That  by  throwtne  (as  the 

*  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do)  her  whole  weight 

*  into  the  electoral  scale,  the  Commonwealth  of 
'  Yirgtoia  had  constitutionally  elected  a  change 
'  of  ministry,  and  checked  the  mad  career  of  am* 
'  bition  and  usurpation,  which  othetwise  she  might 
^  have  been  compelled  to  resist  at  the  hazard  of 
^  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  the  abject  sunrea- 
'  der  of  Lheir  rights  excepted,  that  a  people  could 

*  endure«*-of  a  civil  war — for  there  was  no  longer 
'  any  cause  for  concealing  the  fact,  that  the  fraud 
'  armory  at  Richmond  was  built  to  enable  the 
'  State  of  Virginia  to  resist,  by  forcOj  the  en^ 
'  croachments  of  'the  then  Administration  npon 

*  h«r  indiapulable  rights— upoB  the  plainest  aa^ 


8W 


HISTOET  OF  COirGSBSfiL 


8M 


H.  OF  R. 


OowtmercitU  AtUrcmme, 


JmnABT,  1617. 


'  clearest  proTisioBs  of  the  Coo«lttaiion*-m  case 
'  Uiey  should  perse rere  in  these  outraeeous  pro- 
'  ceedings."  Aad  why  had  be  so  said  7  Because 
the  priueiples  and  the  meo  of  that  day,  such  ex- 
cepted whose  practice  belied  their  then  profes* 
sioos,  had  been  laid  aside,  and  new  principles, 
more  conFenient  for  men  in  poweri  and  new 
men^-men  whose  names,  at  that  time,  and  long 
since,  had  never  been  pronounced  out  ot  their  own 
parish,  had  come  into  play.  Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped 
no  invidious  construction  would  be  put  upon  his 
words.  He  had  been  of  sudden  growth  bimsel£ 
somewhat  of  a  mushroom,  when  he  first  started 
U|)  in  the  world. of  politics.  He  stated  a  fact, 
without  drawing  any  inference  from  it. 

He  bad  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  given  a 
characteristic  reply  to  General  Lee  on  the  occa- 
sion. He  recognised  the  man  in  every  word  that 
his  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Plba8AMT8}  had 
ascribed  to  him.  It  was  not  his  (Mr.  Taylor's) 
business  to  give  an  advantage  to  an  artful  adver- 
sary ;  to  injure^  by  a  premature  disclosure  of  ulti- 
mate and  contmgent  views,  which  might  not  be, 
and  in  fact  were  not,  realized,  a  noble  and  a  holy 
cause.  It  would  not  reijuire  ihe  sagacity  of  a 
Tacitus  or  a  Hume  to  divine  what  were  the  in- 
tents of  the  master  spirits  who  then  swayed  the 
councils  of  Virginia. ,  The  historian  of  those  days 
would  look  to  their  deeds— nor  was  there  any- 
thing, in  the  language  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  mislead 
a  sagacious  mind  from  his  true  meaning.  It 
woufa  be  enough  to  recollect  that  the  Assembly 
held  its  sitting  in  sight  of  that  very  church  on 
Richmond  iTili  where,  in  March  1775,  Patrick 
Henrv,  with  a  master's  hand  and  prophet's  fire, 
rent  the  veil  that  shrouded  from  the  eyes  of  our 
first  statesmen  (himself  excepted)  the  true  con- 
dition of  afiairs,  and  laid  open  for  the  first  time 
the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  arms.  Nor  will  it  be 
forgotten  that  the  great  measure  adopted  in  1798 
and  1799,  was  the  very  same  proposed  by  him 
twenty-four  years  before,  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture 
with  the  governing  head  of  the  empire,  viz :  arm- 
ing the  body  of  the  people— and  who  would  4are 
to  say  that  the  people  were  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  arms? 

Mr.  R.  asked  if  there  was  no  case  in  which  his 
colleague  could  justify  resistance  against  the 
encroachments  ofQovernment  upon  the  privi- 
leges of  the  people  or  the  rights  of  the  States  ? 
Toe  question  was,  like  every  other  question  touch- 
ing human  afiairs,  to  be  governed  bv  a  sound  dis- 
cretion. The  Assembly  displayed  tnat  discretion; 
they  acted  under  a  hi|[h  responsibility,  with  a 
dignity  and  firmness  which  had  long  character- 
ized and  he  trusted  would  ever  govern  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  that  ancient  and  venerable  Common* 
wealth.  They  had  sagacity  to  perceive  the 
approaching  danger^  and  wisdom  and  courage  to 
make  timely  provision  against  it.  They  did  not 
content  themselves  with  resolutions  and  reports. 
They  were  statesmen,  not  professors  in  an  uni- 
versity. They  knew  that  logic  was  no  match  for 
the  bayonet,  and  they  .provided  bayonets;  at  the 
••"J*  i»na«  Uking  care  to  put  themselves  in  the 
right  by  a  most  unanswerable  and  triumphant 


appeal  to  acknowledged  faeta^aad  to  the  great 
charter  of  the  Confederacy.  And,  Biff  said  Blr. 
R.,  did  Virginia  stand  alone,  in  this  /earfal,  this 
impending  conflict  of  authority,  betwieea  the 
parent  State  governments  and  this  bloated,  pam- 
pered, overweening  Federal  Gk>verament—f his 
creature  of  concession  from  the  States,  now 
spurning  its  creator  in  the  intoxication  of  poweri 
NO)  sir,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Vii]ginia,  Um  eldest 
sister  of  the  younger  branch  of  this  great  political 
family,  took  the  lead  even  of  her  venerable  parenL 
John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  had  publicly  anaoanced, 
under  his  hand,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  pre- 
ceding session  of  Assembly,  moved  by  him  aai 
ascrit^  to  his  pen,  were  arawn  by  tne  present 
President  of  the  United  States,  then  in  retirement 
at  his  seat  ih  the  county  of  Orange.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  R.  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  BrbckehsidgzJ  I 
did  not  stand  as  you  did  in  the  relation  of  coa- 
sanguinity  to  the  mover  of  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, but  I  was  in  habits  of  political  mumacy 
with  him,  and  I  assert,  without  fear  of  eoncra</ic- 
tioo.  that  the  resolutions  raored  and  carried  in 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  on  that  memorable 
occasion,  sprung  from  that  same  rein  of  rich  red 
land  between  the  Rapidan  and  James  rivet, 
which  has  proved  so  fovorable  to  the  Presidenti^ 
growth. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  when  he  spoke  of  the  present 
President  of  the  United  States  as  ""next  to  Mr. 
Taylor,"  in  that  session  of  the  Assembly  of  Vir- 
gioia,  1799  and  1800,  he  did  it  in  reference  to  the 
activity  and  zeal  displayed  by  each  in  procuring 
the  passage  of  the  General  Ticket  Law,  the  great 
measure  of  the  session,  on  which  the  approach- 
ing election  of  President  hinged.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman recollect  nothing  of  Mr.  T.'s  lea  ring  the 
House  and  going  home,  which,  by  some^  wtis  con- 
strned  into  a  nue  de  guerre  to  draw  away  from 
the  seat  of  Government  members  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  that  bill,  although  otherwise  hearty 
in  the  cause  of  opposition  T  Mr.  R.  had  some 
reason  to  believe  tnat  Mr.  T.'s  absenting  himself 
on  that  occasion  was  the  eCEect  of  disgust.  He 
retnmed,  however,  set  his  shoulder  to  tne  wheel, 
and  the  oill  was  passed.  Mr.  R.  said,  that  if  he 
felt  anything  like  disrespect  for  the  character  of 
the  President,  this  was  a  time  when  he  would 
studiously  avoid  ahowing  it.  He  bore  testimony 
to  the  correctness  of  his  colleagoe's  de^armtion 
respecting  Mr.  Madison's  great  weight  of  char- 
acter and  of  abilities  in  the  Legisiatare  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  added  that,  as  he  (Bar.  R.)  had  not 
been  bred  an  idolator,  to  worship  the  rising  sun, 
now  that  the  President  had  no  lonser  power  or 
patronage  to  bestow — now  that  **his  orb  was 
sinking  temperately  to  the  West,"  even  he  woold 
not  be  deterred  from  saying  of  him  that  he  was 
a  great  man—- for  such  he  unquestionably  vrac  in 
some  respects — and  he  sinceray  wished  him  all 
happiness  in  his  retirement,  as  sincerely  as  he 
wished  it  for  himself. 

Mr.  R.  again  adverted  to  the  state  of  things  in 
1798  and  1800.  He  said  that  the  opposition  of 
that  lime  was  guilty  of  the  grossest  hypocrisy,  if 
it  was  not  alarmed  at  the  standing  armf ,  small 
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is  it  was  to  wlmt  w«  Jiad  aiDet  smo  with  appro* 
Mtioo.  For  bis  part,  he  felt  the  appreheasioa 
irhich  he  had  not  scropled  to  express.  He  should 
lerer  forg et  the  deciaratioo  of  one  of  the  minis- 
eriaJ  leaders,  the  first  session  that  he  (Mr.  R.) 
erved  in  that  Housei  that  the  standinf  armf 
upon  a  mQiioo  to  redoee  it)  was  necessary  to 
;eep  the  partisans  of  France  in  check.  Another 
eader,  second  in  aciirtty  and  in  repntation  for 
ofluence  to  none^  Tentored  to  hint,  not  in  pnbiic 
adeedi  at  a  partition  of  Virginia  b?  the  Biae 
lidge,  or  b|  James  River,  or  boih.  The  cry  was 
hat  Virginia  was  overgrown;  that  she  was  nn- 
oanageabl^  (yes,  she  was  nnmaoageabte,  thank 
Jodl)  that  if  the  conntry  sonth  of  James  Rirer 
ould  be  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  State,  "tiie 
riends  of  goTcroment,  of  order,"  that  was  the 
snguage.  might  cope  suecessfolly  with  the  '*  an- 
irchisis,'' and  the  south  side  of  James  river  would 
lot  be  powerful  enough  to  give  much  trouble  to 
Administration.  Hardly  (said  Mr.  R.)  were  the 
lesigns  of  the  Federal  Qovernaeat  concealed. 
The  partition  of  Poland  was  decreed,  but  Poland 
lad  turned  upon  and  discomfiited  the  parti tion- 
rs.  Mr.  R.  appealed  to  public  rumor  at  the 
ime,  aud  declai^d  that  he  nad  the  fact  of  a  de- 
ign to  partition  Virginia,  and  the  alleged  reasons 
or  it,  from  his  lamented  predecessor  in  that 
lousci  (Mr.  ViMABLS.)  (MUttemen  talked  of 
admissions"  and  ^  contessions."  He  had  made 
one— he  had  none  to  make->— he  had  no  apolo- 
;ies  to  offer^^Virgioia  stood  oo  her  defeaco^the 
nife  was  at  her  throat—- she  was  to  be  humbled 
s  dost  and  ashaSf  and  if  she  had  not  resisted, 
rould  have  richly  deserved  the  chains  that  were 
trying  for  her.  Was  the  contested  eleetioa, 
rbich  almost  immediately  ensued  between  Mr. 
efierson  and  Mr.  Burr,  forgotten?  We  did  nqt 
ben  rely  upon  the  RiclAnond  armory,  not  yet  in 
peratioui  out  oa  the  United  Sutes  armory  at 
larper'a  Ferry.  At  that  day,  when  the  Consti- 
ation  itself  was  put  to  haaarcl,  rather  than  reltn* 
[ttish  the  long  enjoyed  sweets  of  power ;  when 
he  sun  rose  upon  this  House,  balloting  through 
be  night  and  through  successive  days  for  a  Chief 
dsgistrate — (he  well  remembered  the  scene)-*- 
ltd  we  not  the  promise  of  Dark's  brigade,  and 
f  the  avms  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which  he  en- 
aged  to  secure  in  ease  of  an  attempt  to  set  up  a 
agesnt  under  color  of  law  to  supersede  the  pub- 
ic will,  after  defaacfng  the  el«btion  by  the  perti- 
lacious  abuse,  imder  the  pretence  of  ezercKe  of 
institutional  right,  to  support  one  of  the  per- 
ioos  returned  by  artifice,  whom  they  professed  to 
tbhor.  Qenenil  Hamilton  had  frowned  iadig- 
MDily  upon  this  unworthy  procedure,  for  which 
\e  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  lue.  The  conduct  of 
bis  great  man— lor  such,  although  Mr.  R.  dif- 
'ered  with  him  in  many  points,  he  truly  was— 
irst  opened  his  eyes  to  his  much  abused  ehac- 
icter.  At  this  period  of  approaching  confusion 
^d  general  dismajT)  the  President  electF-«then 
Governor  of  Virginia-^had  deemed  it  advisable 
to  establish  a  line  of  videttes  from  Richmond  lo 
this  place.  One  of  his  coUeagues,  then  present, 
(Mr.  SsBrrBT,)  could  Call  seflMthiog  about  these 


videttes,  having  made  the  expense  a  subjeot  of 
inquiry  at  a  subseqaeat  session  of  the  Legisla* 
tare.  Every  appemnce  betokened  the  breaking 
up  of  the  Federal  compact,  when  the  opponents 
or  the  public  will,  constitutionally  pronounced, 
tardidly  and  ungraciously  gave  up  their  opposi- 
tion,  and  BAr.  JeSerson  was  installed. 

Mr.  R*  said  that  hostility  to  Virainia  was  the 
cardiaal  principle  of  the  politics  of  a  great  vari- 
ety .of  descriptions  of  persons,  who  agreed  in 
nothing  else.  Having  discernment  to  perceive 
that  her  influence  in  this  Confederacjr  was  owing 
vet  more  to  the  nature  of  her  institutions  than  to 
her  territory  or  population,  no  opportunity  was 
let  slip  tif  attacking  them.  Their  subilitfr  was 
not  the  least  part  of  their  value.  To  strike  at 
them  is  to  aim  at  the  heel  of  Achilles.  It  was 
realizing,  loo,  the  iaUe  of  the  fox  who  had  lost 
his  tail.  Virginia  must  have  a  new  constitution, 
arithmetical,  geometrical,  and  metaphvsical— • 
what  you  will  but  common  sense  and  habU, 
worth  all  the  visions  that  ever  floated  before  the 
imagination  of  moonstruck  philosophers.  Mr. 
R.  entered  into  a  refutation  of  some  of  the  vu^ar 
errors  on  the  subject  of  his  native  Statet  whioh 
prevailed  even  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
and  would  disgrace  a  Virginia  school«boy«  The 
ignorance  prevslent  upon  this  subject  wasscaree- 
ly  credible,  and  the  mass  of  tjiese  vulgar  errors 
would  swell  a  folio  equal  to  that  of  the  cele- 
brated Sir  Thomas  Brown.  On  the  exemption  of 
lands  from  debt,  he  said  the  law  of  Virginia  was, 
with  some  relaxations,  that  of  England,  the 
greatest  commercial  country  in  the  world.  They 
had  no  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
whereby  a  fraudulent  debtor,  become  bankrupt 
lo*day,  might  drive  over  his  half«shod  craditor  to- 
morrow in  a  splendid  equipage.  Once  a  debt, 
always  a  debt ;  once  a  wife,  always  a  wife,  ex* 
cept  in  very  severe  cases,  when  the  Legislature 
did  sometimes,  but  rarely,  grant  divorce.  Tkeee 
were  the  great  outworks  of  our  honesty  and 
morals.  Aikd  he  declared  that  there  was  not  a 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  whera,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  the  transactions,  so  little 
money  was  lost  by  bad  debts,  or  where  the  stand- 
ard ot  female  purity  was  higher. 

Mr.  Bbadbort,  of  Massaahuselts.  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  and  diffidence  that  he  attempted 
to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but,  as  the  measure  now  under  discussion 
was  eoofessedly  the  most  Important  which  bad 
been,  or  probably  would  be,  agitated  during  the 
present  session  ot  Congress,  and  as  it  was  one  in 
which  his  immediate  constituents  have  a  deep 
stake,  he  felt  it  to  he  his  duty  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  for  consideration. 

The  question  now  pending  before  this  Com- 
mittee beioff  on  the  amendment  proposed  byr  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  which  is  to  substitute 
a  bill  '*  supplementary  to  the  act  rcjgulating  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  dtc,  in  lieu  of  the 
bill  referred  to  this  Commitiee,  entitled  a  bill  to 
prohibit  ail  commercial  intercourse,  dbc,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  substitute  discriminating  duties 
in  lieu  of  a  total  pmhibitioa  of  uade^  ie^  Mr* 


807 


JDSTDRT  OF  CONOHESB. 


sn 


RorlL 


OowmmreM  htUPttmt$t. 


jAllVAtt,  1817. 


B.  m\i  be  tbMild,  ii  tliis  itsfe  of  tht  proeccd- 
in^  gnre  his  vote  tfn^DM  ih»  amtDdnent.  I  do 
H,  said  he,  because  I  bellere  a  majority  of  the 
^ippiog  iDterest  whom  I  repreaem  are  In  favor 
<rf  the  probibitory  bftt,  as  the  measvre  meet  efll- 
eient  aod  best  calculated  to  rabserTe  their  inter- 
ests, and  becaose,  if  I  bad  a  settled  oppositioD  to 
it  myself)  which  I  hare  not,  it  beiiig  merely 
doubtful  in  m?  own  jadf^ent,  I  would  not  incur 
the  reepoDsibiiitT  of  defeating,  by  m  vote  of  miae, 
a  measure  whien  is  deemed  essential  te  the  best 
itttercsta  of  a  highly  reqwetable  pertiou  of  mf 
cottstitoeuts.  That  I  should  have  doubts  ou  this 
subject,  with  my  limited  meaus  of  Infornsatioa, 
cannot  be  matter  of  surprise,  when  tboie  con- 
eeraed  in  the  shipping  interest  are  not  -agreed 
among  tbeititelTes,  seme  believing  the  present 
disorifeninattng  duties  sufficient,  others  believing 
tiley  ought  to  be  greatlf  inercased,  and  a  third 
class  believing  nothing  will  he  effectual  short  of 

SrehibitSon.    But  that  something  ought  lo  be 
one,  is  very  generally  agreed. 

While  endeavoring  to  consult  this  pevtion  of 
my  constituents,  I  em  not  unmindfal  of  another 
class  of  them  who  may  feel  hostile  to  this  meas- 
ure, under  an  impression  that  their  interesu  are 
to  be  pot  at  hasard — I  mean  those  who  manufac- 
ture and  Airnish  the  lumber,  the  great  staple  of 
the  District  of  Maine. 

No  one  oonid  be  more  averse  than  myself  to 
gi¥e  sabction  to  a  measure  calculated  essentially 
to  injure  their  interests ;  nor  do  I  believe  either 
of  the  measures  proposed  would  do  it,  A  tem- 
porary depression  of  the  price  might  ensue,  but 
not  an  entire  loss  of  the  market.  The  lumber 
aiust  still  be  in  demand,  and  the  British  WcMt 
India  colonies  must  have  it,  either  in  our  vessels 
or  their  own,  directly  or  indirectly. 

That  our  narigation,  Mr.  Chairmata,  b  ki  a 
state  uf  dilapidation  and  decay  never  before 
known,  is,  I  believe^  a  fact  generally  admitted. 
Teu  have  it  stated  in  various  ways  and  particu- 
larly in  the  petitions  which  have  been  presented 
fVoiD  difierent  parts  of  the  country  during  the 
present  semion  of  Ooogress.  It  is  represented  in 
some  of  those  petitions  that  foreigners  are  now 
our  exporters  and  importers ;  that  instead  of  being 
the  carriers,  as  heretofore,  of  other  nations,  we 
are  not  now  the  carriehi  even  of  our  own  pi«- 
duce.  That  while  American  shins  are  con- 
demned to  lay  at  the  wharves,  a  heavy  tax  to 
their  owners,  and  daily  going  to  ruin,  the  flag  tff 
their  rivals  rides  trium^aot  in  our  harbors,  aod 
Ifaev  are  taking  from  our  own  merchants  that 
trade  which  ouce  afforded  the  means  of  their  live- 
lihood and  prosperity.  To  the  truth  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  scenes  and  such  sofferiuffs,  I  can 
add  the  Weight  of  my  own  testimony,  from -my 
personal  observation. 

But  should  Congress,  or  ahy  mem%er  of  that 
honotmble  body,  be  disposed  to  tfbut  their  eyes 
and  stop  their  ears  to  the  complaints  and  suffer- 
ings of  any  section  of  this  country,  which  is  not 
to  be  presumed,  they  are  called  upon  to  regard 
tfteinfrom  motives  addressed  to  the  interest  of 
t&e  uovcrnmetaf^from  a  regard  to  the  revenue. 


whicb  spriogapriautpally  froai  llifirigp  caaBtaccte, 
and  which  must  be  esacntially  n&ciied  by  ihe 
dcatruction  of  our  aavigatioa.  Tbey  ace  remnied 
of  tke  importance  of  eherishlug  our  Bavigaiim 
as  the  great  avrsery  of  our  aeuaaaa,  wIm  ai^  n» 
man  that  navy,  which  Is  the  aorett  meaas  of  om 
maritime  defeaee,  and  who  during  the  kte  eon- 
test  abed  so  much  glory  on  tlM  AaiCTtcaa  name. 

While  every  one  muet  be  eouviaeed  of  the  ex- 
istence of  these  evils^tbey  eaaaot  an  readily  n^ 
noad  to  the  inquiry,  What  is  the  remedy  1  The 
ComaMttee  of  Foreiga  RelatioBS^  WhoarechaT|ed 
with  thesub|eet,  have  subrnttted  their plau,whiili 
is «  prohibition  of  trade  with  ports  «ad  nlacs 
from  which  United  States  veasals  ure  exdaM, 
for  which  I  shall  give  my  vtrte. 

IBut,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  toM  that  whea  a 
new  and  importaut  aaeusure  ia  to  he  cdopsri, 
(such  as  the  present,)  ita  friends  are  beoadio 
show  that  It  will  produce  the  deaiied  eflect. 
Thia^  I  trust,  has  been  done,  in  pnit  at  leaai.  ly 
those  who  have  preceded  oae  in  debate,  and  to 
others  who  nray  fotiow,  more  conversant  wiUi 
the  question,  and  more  oompctent  to  dascuss  it,  I 
leave  the  tadk  af  finishiog  it* 

i  cannot,  however,  ^bcnr^  while  I  am  np^  fron 
suggesting  a  fewremcrks  which  neenr  to  me,  aad 
which,  if  not  perfectly  satiafactory,  may  foroisk 
hinu  which  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  the 
present  diseosbion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  value  of  mcrehandiee,  the 
produce  aad  maaafitcture  of  the  United  Stntei, 
exported  to  the  British  West  Indies  and  iheir  ai- 
jaceat  American  colonies  in  ]SI6i,  is  amted  io  u 
oflkial  document  at  06,069,900.  Blow,  if  the  cea- 
sequence  of  the  measure  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
should  be  a  total  loss  fsi  a  market  for  ao  laige  t 
portion  of  surplus  produce,  aad  the  qfttratten  was 
distinctly  stated  to  aay  hoMtahfeasnmber  of  this 
Committee,  whether,  aader  an  imntvssina  of  each 
an  effect,  he  was  in  favor  of  it?  the  ready  nn- 
swer  of  each  would  he,  no.  But,  ak,  'will  that 
be  the  oonsequenee  1    My  answer  is,  I  think  not. 

The  articles  tvliich  see  feraishnre  piineipalty 
lumber  and  hreadstnfis— i  believe  aome  navnl 
sioffcs  aad  live  stock. 

Caa  the  British  coiouea  obtain  ihieae  nnieles 
from  any  other  sonree  on  mm  food  termal  I  be- 
lieve no  one  will  pretend  they  can.  With  all  the 
supplies  wliieh  may  ^  ehinined  fmua  Qjnehec, 
derived  through  Vermont,  New  York,  nnd  Csan- 
dn,  aad  the  ansnll  auppliea  of  iumber  liiom  Novn 
Scotia  and  Mew  Brunswick)  atill  there  will  re- 
main n^great  deficiency,  if  thia  is  not  the  nnse, 
how  hapoeos  it  that  since  she  pence,  British  ves- 
sels, in  deAanoe  of  the  enistiog  henvy  tonnage 
duties,  havecrowded  our  Eastern  porta  for  lumber? 

i  conclude,  therclbre,  If  the  prohibitory  bili 
paaees,  we  shall  sttti  find  a  market  for  oar  sarplos 
produce.  It  must  go  where  it  is  needed,  directly 
or  circuitousi^.  Such  n  UMasure  will  probably 
indnee  the  British  to  opea  one  or  twn  free  porta, 
one  in  the  coloniee  adjacent  and  one  in  the  West 
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it  ought  to  be,  oar  ships  will  ag^io  have  employ, 
under  the  disadya.ntages,  iodeedi  of  a  throng  of 
vessels  pressing  to  these  free  ports,  and  UabK  to 
produce  a  glut  in  the  market ;  but  still  it  may  be 
preferable  to  the  present  state  of  tbiogs. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  it  may 
be  inferred  that  the  adoptioa  of  the  measure  will 
DOt  produce  the  loss  of  a  oiarketfor  our  own  pro^ 
duce.  Neither,  I  think,  shall  we  sustain  any  dis- 
idvantage  from  a  loss  of  the  supplies  which  we 
BOW  receive  from  the  colonies.  They  will  be 
conveyed  to  as  through  the  same  free  ports.  But 
if  not,  we  are  not  dependent  on  the  British  West 
Indies  for  our  sole  supplv  of  West  India  ^oods^ 
rnm  perhaps  excepted,  which  comes  principally 
From  the  Snglish  hUoas*  But  if  deprived  wholly 
9f  their  rum,  it  would,  in  the  opinion  pfsom^he 
90  loss;  aqd^  at  any  rate,  mignt  be  supplied  by 
the  brandiea  from  Europe,  and  the  spirits  diatilled 
in  our  own  country. 

Should  the  prohibitory  law  not  And  a  support 
in  this  Committee,  and  the  amendment  be  pre- 
ferred, I  ahall  feel  myself  bound  to  support  tkal, 
IS  the  next  best  measure,  provided  the  rate  of  da- 
ies  be  not  fixed  too  high.  For  oa  this  subject 
ny  opinion  is,  that  if  you  mean  prohibition  and 
ixclusiooy  the  fairest  and  best  course  is  to  pass 
he  piohibiiory  law^  and  do  the  thing  openly  and 
)oIdiy. 

If  you  still  mean  to  admit  forei|fn  vessels  from 
he  ports  and  places  where  the  United  States  ves- 
lels  are  excluded,  let  them  come  under  heavy,  but 
lot  intolerable,  burdens.  In  so  doing,  while  yon 
ax  them  to  an  amount  whick  they  are  able  to 
learf  you  add  an  income  to  your  own  revenuei 
LO  important  9nd  essential  circumstance  in  a 
latlonai  point  of  view,  and  you  preserve  and 
lontinue  a  proper  price  and  vel^e  to  our  surplus 
produce. 

In  addition  to  theie  circumstances,  |  think  yoa 
vill  by  this  measure  excite  soch  an  imerest  in  the 
/Test  India  planters,  as,  on  some  future  occasion, 
nav  turn  to  good  advantage.  Tt^e  heavy  lax 
m  foreign  tonnage  and  goods  imported  in  foreign 
'essels,  laust  eventually  fall  on  the  consumer  of 
lar  surplus  produce  in  the  colonies — so  I  view 
I— and,  iJf  I  am  correct,  it  will  operate  aa  a  pow- 
trful  indiicement  in  the  West  India  planten,  to 
ise  all  their  influence  to  obtain  a  free  trade. 
Phey  now  pay,  I  ventura  to  assert,  for  every 
houfiand  feet  of  lomber  jonbU  the  price  they 
rould  pay,  if  a  free  trade  was  permitted  to  Uni- 
«d  States  vessels,  and  probably,  if  no(  double, 
•onsiderably  more  for  every  other  MUde  derivea 
Tom  the  united  States. 

Mr.  Chairipan,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  the 
lituation  of  the  plaster  trade  has  been  described. 
Though  it  may  appear  inconsiderable  in  the  eyes 
)f  honorable  geoueineo  here^  permit  me  to  say 
that  it  is  a  trade  of  considerable  value  and  impor** 
tance  to  ibf  section  of  the  country  from  which  I 
some.  A  law  hi^  passed  the  Legislatures  of  the 
British  Prpvinces,  and  received  ^he  regal  sancr 
lion,  which  imposes,  in  effect,  a  duty  on  that  arti* 
cle  of  about  four  dollars  per  ton.  which  is  about 
the  first  cost  of  the  article,  if  lapded  at  any  place 


north  of  Cape  Cod.  The  prime  object  of  this 
measure  is  probably  to  secure  to  their  own  ves- 
sels the  exclusive  carriage  of  the  article  to  the 
Middle  ^nd  Southern  States,  where  it  is  chiefiy 
used;  but,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  produce 
another  effect:  it  compels  the  inhabitants  north 
of  Cape  Cod  to  pay  a  tax  of  four  dollars  per  toui 
for  what  may  be  had  in  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. The  law  is,  however,  at  jvesent  suspended 
by  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Qoveroor. 
But  it  ia  justly  viewed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Maine  as  a  most  odious  measure,  and  the  iaier- 
ference  of  Congress  ia  respectfully  claimed  fpr 
some  defensive  countervailing  measure,  as  well 
to  avoid  so  di^recefnl  a  tax,  aa  th^t  they  may 
participate  in  the  carriage  of  ^e  article,  whica 
now  gives  employ  to  20,000  tons  of  shipping,  aa4 
a  considerable  number  of  seamen* 

In  conclusioot  ^^h  f^^^^^  ^^  ^^  express  my 
most  sincere  wishes  tnat  Congress  will  dulv  r^ 
ffard  the  complaints  and  suff^inga  which  haye 
been  made  known  to  them  during  (heir  present 
sessioui  and  adopt  measures  of  relief,  if  4ot  such 
aa  are  adequate  \p  the  demands  of  thepetitionerai 
at  least  the  best  in  their  power  to  devue. 

After  Mr,  Biudbuby  concluded — 

Mr.  WiLOB,  of  Qeorgia,  (aAer  a  piefatory  re- 
mark or  two  not  heard  by  the  reporter,)  said  that 
Conaress  were  now  about,  perhaps,  to  coaimeace 
regulations,  the  extent  of  which,  and  the  cooae- 

?[ueBcea  to  arise  out  of  whftchf  oo  man  could  per- 
iectly  foresee;  and  these  regulations  were  adroca* 
ted  oa  grounds,  which  certainly  he  should  not  con* 
test,  but  which  had  not  heretofore  prevailed  amoiig 
those  who  bow  arrayed  theinselvea  ia  the  lore- 
n^t  rank  14  support  of  the  bill  before  the  Com* 
mittee.  |dr*  W*  said,  he  was  not  one  of  tho$a 
who  o)>jected  to  a  portion  of  the  coi|imanity  pur? 
suing,  partially  at  the  expense  of  another  oof* 
tion  of  the  community,  but  for  the  hene^t  or  the 
whole,  any  particular  branch  of  pommerce,  or  of 
manafactures,  or  any  other  species  of  inUa^ry 
which  it  may  be  eligible  to  follow.  He  did  not 
object,  he  aaid,  in  oioer  words,  to  a  portioi^  of  ih^ 
comiBunity  pursuing  navigation,  partially  ^^  (he 
expense  of  other  int^rtsls  of  the  country  ;  bu(  he 
did  olus<^(  to  its  being  pur^ped  and  <;qltivated.ez* 
clnsively  at  their  expense.  One  ceaao^  why  ha 
preferred  the  amendment  (o  the  hill  was,  thaU 
after  trial,  if  the  expected  benefits  did  not  resoli 
from  the  system,  we  could  go  hack  from  it  with 
a  better  f  race  thaa  we  coaldfrom  the  oiker.  We 
seem,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  have  accomplished,  withia 
a  few  years,  a  political  circle ;  on  the  strange  rer- 
olutioos  we  have  gone  through  I  will  not  remark| 
further  than  that  the  same  section  of  the  country 
that,  a  few  years  AflfCjSO  decidedly  opposed  all 
sorts  of  commercial  interdiction  for  importanJ 
results,  is  now  contending  for  it,  to  attain  an  ena 
not  so  important,  certainly,  thotigh  I  will  not  de- 
tract  from  its  importance,  as  that  for  which  for* 
merly  the  same  system  was  resorted  to.  He 
would  not  say,  this  difft^rence  was  the  result  even 
of  any  change  of  opinion;  still  less  would  he  say 
that  the  support  of  the  present  bill,  and  the  hoe- 
liliiy  to  the  former  restrictive  sy^vtcm,  croaefrom 
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any  difference  in  the  degree  of  pressure  of  the 
present  tnd  former  systems  on  particular  sections 
of  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  he  presumed,  were  not  perfectly 
apprized,  though  he  hardly  supposed  chat  many 
of  them  did  not  know  the  fact,  that  the  policy 
which  they  recommended,  of  a  total  prohibition 
of  all  intercourse  with  the  British  colonies,  was 
that  policy^  which  some  of  the  most  violent  poli- 
ticians in  Great  Britain  had  recommended  as  the 
means  of  adding  to  their  prosperity.  He  alluded 
particularly  to  a  pami)hlet  on  the  colonial  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  which  there  was  some  reason 
to  suppose  recommended  a  system  of  conduct,  if 
not  pleasing,  yet  certainly  not  altogether  displea- 
sing to  the  British  Ministry.  The  rery  measure 
of  total  prohibition  was  that  which  the  author  of 
that  work  Recommended  as  the  best  mode  of  se* 
curing  the  consequence  and  importance  of  the 
North  American  colonies,  and  making  the  West 
Indies  entirely  independeDt  of  the  United  States ; 
and  of  crushing  the  prosperity  of  a  country  which 
they  look  upon,  at  no  very  distant  dajr,  to  be  their 
eommercial  ana  political  rival.  Considering,  Mr. 
W.  said,  that  the  very  measure  upon  whicn  the 
Committee  were  now  called  on  to  act  had  been 
recommended  for  adoption  in  that  country,  was 
treason  why  they  should  deliberate,  and  maturely 
too,  before  they  ventured  on  such  an  experiment. 
Nor  "was  the  reasoninj;  contained  in  the  book  to 
which  he  had  referrecL  so  altogether  destitute  of 
foundation.  The  trade  we  carry  on  with  the 
British  West  India  possessions  consists  principally 
of  lumber  and  breadstufis,  and  a  portion  of  live 
stock.  With  regard  to  the  lumber,  it  was  stated 
in  the  pamphlet,  that  the  average  annual  supply 
for  the  British  islands  had  been  117,000  loads,  of 
which  13,000  had  been  imported  from  the  United 
States,  and  4,000  from  elsewhere.  But  that  in 
1810,  during  the  existence  of  our  restrictive  sys- 
tem, the  port  of  duebec  alone  had  exported  160.- 
000  loads  to  those  islands.  Possibly,  Mr.  W.  saia, 
a  considerable  portion  of  this  came  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  I  but  the  whole  effect  was  to  increase 
the  quantity  exported  from  the  British  North 
American  possessions.  Of  breadstuffs,  perhaps, 
no  very  great  supplv  could  be  calculated  on  from 
tiiat  quarter ;  but  that  was  not  the  onlv  depend- 
ence of  the  islands.  It  was  recommended  in  the 
work  referred  to,  and  the  advantages  of  such  a 
change  plainly  shown,  to  grow  a  part  of  their 
breadstuff  in  some  of  the  islands,  Trinidad  par- 
ticnlarly. 

It  was  worthy  of  consideration,  Mr.  W.  said, 
how  far,  after  we  went  into  a  system  of  exclusion 
and  prohibition,  the  British. might,  under  possible 
prospective  circumstances,  for  the  supply  of  the 
West  Indies,  coalesce  witu  Spain  to  reduce  the 
revolted  colonies,  or  with  those  colonies  them- 
selves for  the  supply  of  the  islands  now  and  for- 
ever hereafter,  independently  of  the  products  of 
this  country.  The  disposition  of  the  people  of 
the  islandSj  particularly  the  Island  of  Jamaica; 
and  excepting  Barbadoes,  was  generally  in  our 
favor.  It  that  was  the  ease,  any  measure  affect- 
ing their  interest  so  as  to  cast  a  prejudice  rather 


against  us  than  the  mother  country,  was  defeat- 
ing the  end  in  view.    The  measare  ought  to  be 
such,  if  any  be  adopted,  as  to  make  the  eoloniet 
look  to  the  mother  country  as  the  source  of  our 
rej^ulations.    To  attempt  to  prodace  a  relaxatioa 
ofthe  British  system  by  an  extreme  measare,  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  the  dictate  of  sound  policy. 
We  ought  not,  he  said,  to  try  the  extent  oC  our 
power  at  once.    We  ought  not  to  parsoc  a  policy, 
which,  should  it  fail,  would  leave  us  in  despair  of 
any  alternative.    He  was  not,  he  said,  In  faTor  of 
any  temporary  measure ;  we  ought  to  do  what 
we  intend  and  believe  to  be  eiuctaal;  but  we 
ought  not  to  apply  the  harshest  and  strongest 
measure  at  once. 

Among  other  phenomena  which  this  debate  had 
produceo,  had  been  the  qnotation  of  the  opioioos 
of  a  distinguished  gentlemen  once  at  the  head  of 
this  Government,  on  a  question  relative  to  the 
colonial  trade,  by  gentlemen  with  whom,  Mr,  W. 
said,  he  was  happy  to  find  that  opinion  had  con- 
siderable weight.  But  of  an  anthoricy  char  is 
quoted,  we  must,  according  to  fair  rules  of  con- 
struction, take  the  opinion  altogether ;  and  that 
opinion  did  not  sustain  the  arguments  wUch  gen- 
tlemen had  built  upon  it.  Mr.  W.  here  referred 
to  and  quoted  some  passages  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
letter,  which  had  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Kiivo, 
and  said  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
far  as  it  had  weight*-and  no  man  would  gir^ 
it  more  than  himself— rather  showed  the  neces* 
sity  for  an  increased  tonnage  duty  and  a  prospec- 
tive exclusion,  than  a  total  prohibition  at  once. 

I  am  one  of  those  (continued  Mr.  W.)  who 
would  oppose  any  measure  or  any  coarse  of  mea- 
sures which  tended  to  divert  the  industry  of  any 
portion  of  the  community  from  the  channel  in 
which  it  ordinarily  flows.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
whO)  because  we  have  a  laige  port/on  of  wasco 
lands,  and  because  in  many  parts  of  the  countrjr 
agriculture  is  the  best  pursuit,  would  resort  to  any 
measures  particularly  favorable  to  that,  bnt  pre- 
judicial to  other  branches  of  industry.  A  portion 
of  our  people,  he  knew,  were  essentially  amphi- 
bious, living  partly  on  the  water  and  partly  on  the 
land,  who  must  in  like  manner  be  permitted  to 
pursue  their  natural  habits.  But,  oa  the  other 
band,  said  he,  I  would  not  consent  to  promote 
their  individual  advantage  at  too  great  a  sacri- 
flce;  and,  as  we  are  call^  on  uow  to  say  what 
we  will  do,  and  how  far  we  will  go,  we  ought  to 
take  our  measures  with  such  precaution  as  not  in 
the  first  instance  to  coinmit  ourselves  to  pursue 
them  after  they  are  found  to  be  detrimental  in- 
stead of  beneficial. 

With  regard  to  the  operation  of  increased  du- 
ties on  this  trade,  thongh  he  preferred  them  to 
prohibition,  yet,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  sup- 
pose they  would,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts seemed  to  suppose,  be  entirelv  paid  or 
paid  in  any  great  degree  by  the  West  lodia 
islands.  The  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  (for  whose  opinion,  Mr.  W,  said,  be 
had  the  highest  degree  of  respect)  was  aho^her 
different :  that  the  duty  would  be  paid  altogether 
by  ourselves.     An  increased  duty  on  imports 
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vonld  very  cTideatiy  be  paid,  in  «  great  degree, 
)j  our  owa  citizens.  With  regard  to  a  tonnaffe 
luty  on  ootward-boand  vessela,  indeed,  it  woaid 
jperate^  in  a  small  degree,  as  an  export  duty  at- 
aciiiog  to  the  artieles  exported,  and  would  be 
Mid  in  the  West  India  islands.  But,  under  cor- 
eetion,  he  should  suppose  the  other  duty  would 
wi  paid  by  citizens  ot  the  United  States  $  at  least 
o  much  of  it  as  was  requisite  to  bring  up  the 
ralue  of  the  article  imported  to  the  cost  of  the 
ame  article  from  other  oountries  on  not  as  faTor- 
ible  terms  as  it  would  otherwise  haTe  been  from 
he  West  Indies.  Such  would  certainly  be  the 
effect,  unless  the  price  should  be  so  far  enhanced 
ly  the  duties,  as  to  cause  the  West  India  produc* 
ions  to  come  so  much  higher  than  the  same  ai- 
icies  from  other  countries,  as  greatly  to  reduce 
he  consumption  of  them. 

If  it  could  be  distinctly  ascertained,  on  this 
lubject,  what  was  the  sense  of  the  mereantile 
)art  of  the  community,  or  of  a  considerable  ma- 
ority  of  those  who  compose  it,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
hould  be  ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in 
ecuring  to  them  the  rights  and  ad?antage8 
vbich  ought  to  belong  to  the  trade  in  question. 
3ut  there  seemed  to  be  a  very  great  di? ersity  of 
opinion,  even  among  themselves,  on  the  subject : 
ind  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  had  delivered 
hemselves  so  doubtingly  that,  from  their  argu* 
nent  alone,  he  should  oe  almost  Inclined  to  (|ues- 
ion  the  propriety  of  acting  at  all  on  this  subject; 
lut  certainly  the  conclusion  would  be,  if  any- 
bin^  was  done,  there  was  no  necessity  for  try- 
Dg,  in  tike  first  instance,  the  full  extent  of  all  our 
lowers  on  this  subject.  If,  in  1806  and  180^  by 
he  unaoimons  voice  of  the  same  class  of  the 
lommunity,  the  same  measures  had  been  do- 
nanded  for  protecting  their  interests ;  if,  subse* 
luently,  the  adoption  of  measures  similar  to  the 
ine  now  proposed,  became,  in  the  highest  degree^ 
(xceptionable  to  those  who  had  callra  for  them; 
here  waa  some  reason  to  believe,  if  we  pursue  the 
ame  course,  (particularly  when  the  opinions  of 
he  merchants  are  not  so  decidedly  expressed  as 
hey  were  then,)  we  shall  come  to  the  same  re* 
lolt.  Whatever  was  done,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
lisposed  to  see  done  with  the  consent  and  hearty 
ipprobatioa,  and  present  and  future  support  of 
hose  for  whose  benefit  it  was  done.  He  did  not 
ivish  that  Congress  should  be  accused  hereafter 
>f  so  regulating  commerce  as  to  destroy  It;  not 
J^at  they  should  receive  the  reproaches,  instead 
)f  the  gratitude  of  those  for  whom  they  made  se* 
rious  sacrifices. 

With  rej;ard  to  one  particular  branch  of  com* 
merGe,  referred  to  by  the  ffentleman  who  last 
(poke,  it  was  certainly  desirable  that  some  regu* 
lation  by  duties  should  take  place — he  meant  the 
plaster  trade — because^  as  to  that  trade^  the  Gov- 
ernment could  be  compelled  to  admit  us  to  a 
participation  in  it,  or  the  trade  itself  would  be 
wholly  destroyed,  the  principal  and  almost  only 
market  being  the  United  States.  The  article 
must  either  not  be  brought  at  all,  or  indifferently 
in  British  an^  American  vessels. 

The  Committee  had  been  told,  in  the  course 


of  this  debate,  very  confidently,  from  a  high  au* 
thority,  that  the  necessary  dfeot  of  a  total  prohi- 
bition would  be,  to  compel  the  British  Qovern* 
ment  to  admit  us  into  participation  of  the  trade 
with  her  colonies.  We  all  know,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  the  colonial  system  is  a  part  of  the  policy 
which  European  Qovernments  adhere  to  witn 
the  greatest  pertinacity,  end  never  relinquish.  He 
had  seen  predictions  somewhat  similar  to  this  on 
former  occasions,  not  altogether  verified  by  the 
fact.  He  did  not  sav  that,  in  those  cases,  impofw 
tant  efiects  had  not  been  produced ;  on  the  con- 
trary, whatever  had  been  the  opinions  of  gen** 
tlemen  at  that  lime,  arising  from  the  ezeitemeni 
of  party  feelings,  our  restrictive  system  had  pro- 
duced great  elect  on  the  British  West  India 
islands,  where  the  distress  of  the  inhabitaato 
had  been  nearly  as  great  as  in  1785— not  quite 
so  great,  for  at  that  period  a  considerable  num- 
ber dT  a  pan  of  their  population  had  been  de- 
stroyed. If,  howerer^our  restrictive  system, ope- 
rating sererely  as  it  dad,  was  found  not  to  produce 
ultimately  the  effects  expected  from  it,  the  Con^ 
mittee  ought  to  receive  with*  some  grains  of  aK 
lowance  an  appeal  to  it  at  this  time  to  resort  to 
that  system  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  the  Bri^ 
ish  colonial  policy. 

We  ought  to  recollect  aUo  what  had  been  fre- 
quently heard  on  tbi?  floor^  and  what,  to  a  certain 
extent,  was  certainlv  a  legitimate  argument,  that 
the  tendency  of  all  systems  of  total  prohibition 
was  to  promote,  in  that  section  of  the  country 
where  it  operates  most,  a  spirit,  eatirely  hostile  to 
every  species  of  fair  commerce,  destructive  to  the 
morals  of  the  people,  tending  to  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Qovemment,  and*  to  the  de» 
feat  of  any  system  the  Government  might  pur« 
sue  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  the  com- 
merce of  riTal  Powers.  A  total  prohibition,  be 
said,  would  be  evaded,  particularly  on  the  BastF 
era  frontier  and  on  the  Lal^es.  in  defiance  of  all 
the  force,  civil  and  military,  of  the  GoTcrnment* 
A  large  portion  of  the  products  of  the  United 
States  would  thenceforth  go  to  the  ports  in  Can- 
ada, and  thence,  as  British  property,  to  the  colo- 
nies. To  a  considerable  extent  heretofore  thia 
had  been  the  casc-^adopt  this  measure^  and  ii 
would  become  so  altogether— and  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  a  large  portion  of  breadstora  and 
lumber,  going  to  the  colonies,  indirectly,  through 
those  portsj  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the 
British  Government  to  persevere  in  its  system, 
and  would  be  adduced  as  an  argument  ef  the 
competency  of  the  British  provinces  in  the  North 
to  supply  the  West  India  islands  altogether.  He 
had,  he  said,  no  belief  in  the  eflOect  ol  this  mens* 
are  to  compel  the  British  Government  to  admit 
us  to  a  participation  in  the  navigation  to  aad  from 
her  colonies. 

It  was  certain,  he  said,  that  the  present  state 
of  our  navigation  was  imputable  to  the  return  of 
the  European  Powers  to  the  system,  in  regard 
to  their  colonies  ptrticnlarly,  which  they  had 
always  pursued  in  peace;  but  also  to  the  circum- 
stance of  a  large  portion  of  our  commerce  en- 
gaged in  the  war  trade  not  now  being  required 
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for  that  trade,  and  ooc  beiiig  otbarwite  profitably 
employed.  The  sttHeTing  of  the  navigatiog  id- 
terett  was  caused  by  the  amouDt  of  our  t^oaafe 
being  greater  tbaa  can  be  ased  in  ordinary  times. 
This  was  an  eril  which  eT«a  this  measore,  grant- 
ing it  the  fullest  tuecess,  Would  not  entirely 
mmedy. 

Without  intending  to  eommit  himself  upon 
the  couree  be  would  uttioiately  pursue,  either  In 
fetation  to  the  bill  or  the  substitute,  be  bad  ren- 
tored  hastily  to  offer  his  crude  notions  on  thk 
euhfeeu.  He  should  not  have  done  it,  he  said, 
if  he  had  not  perceived  but  little  interest  taken 
in  the  measure)  or  if  he  had  heard  as  general  aa 
expresaion  of  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  the 

2aestfott,  as,  on  so  important  a  question^  might 
ATe  been  expected.  The  bill,  he  said,  em* 
braoed  an  imnartant  question :  it  was  the  com- 
menoement  or  a  system  which  might  lead  ot  to 
rcsulca,  of  which  many  gentlemen  were  not  per- 
fectly aware.  There  was  a  beaoiiful  allegory  In 
the  history  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the 
ancient  Republics.  He  meant  the  contest  of 
Neptune  and  Minerva  for  the  iNttronase  of  the 
eity  of  Athens;  to  which  the  one  baS  offered 
the  olive,  that  elegant  type  of  good  gorera- 
ment—    • 

^  The  rich  oGye*  underneath  whose  shade, 
The  green  herb  greener  grows," 

«^tlie  symbol  of  peace.  While  the  gift  of  the 
other  Was  the  hom— the  instrooMnt  of  war. 
Beeming  thnsdarkl]^  to  shadow  out  the  troth  that 
aaricuhnre  is  eseentiaily  pacific,  while  commerce 
(tnough  commeroe  is-  not,  as  it  was  then,  mingled 
with  piracy)  baa  yet,  when  pursued  with  too 
much  aridity,  always  a  tendency  to  eodanger  the 
harmony  of  nations.  Whether  this  is  what  was 
meant,  or  whother,  as  has  been  ingeniously  suppo* 
sed,  It  was  aa  allusion  to  some  attempt  on  the  part 
of  its  first  ntlers,  to  difert  the  attention  of  the 
panple  from  the  narigatlon  of  their  narrow  sea, 
to  me  culttTation  of  the  earth-^it  would,  in  either 
eveat,  Inraish  an  inatnietirc  lesson.  AU  such  at* 
tempts  aonist  forever  be  m^de  in  vain.  The  ocen* 
pations  of  a  people  «re  determined  br  their  situ* 
ation.  their  interests,  their  habit»^and  these,  even 
in  the  subsequent  and  more  disastrous  period  of 
that  Reottblle,  were  not  to  be  changed  at  the  com* 
■mnd  01  their  lalers.  To  make  them  forget  their 
natal  greatness  and  glory,  to  turn  their  amctions 
from  that  element  wnere  had  been  their  triumphs 
and  their  strength-«'the  roatruai,  or  tribwie,  from 
which  the  orators  addressed  the  people;  the  BsmOy 
hi  believed  it  was  called-— he  begged  pardon  if  be 
did  not  give  it  the  trae  Attic  pronunciatioa-^ 
which,  formerly,  was  in  view  of  the  port  and 
shippings  was  removed  to  a  different  spot;  its 
very  shape,  which  had  been  that  of  the  prow  of  a 
vessel,  was  ehanged-*bat  no  change  was  e&cied 
in  the  dispositions  of  the  people. 

An  attempt  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  change 
essentially  the  dispositioas  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple ^wbose  home  is  on  the  ocean,"  would  be  futile, 
ungenerous,  and  unjust.    At  the  same  time,  Mr! 


br  measures  which  would  baaari,  in  a  eonaiw 
ame  degree,  the  safety,  interests,  and  irenenl  w^- 
hre  of  the  great  body  of  the  comma4l^^ 

Mr.  Clat  f  Speaker)  said,  that  in  oae  senti- 
ment ezpreiaea  by  the  gentleinaa  from  G^i^is, 
he  most  heartily  concurred— that  ilhe  measore 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  or  by  the  proposed  sub- 
stitute, was  the  most  important,  as  lespeeied  at 
least  our  foreiffa  relations^  that  aad  eonse  before 
Congress  at  tnis  session,  or  would  probably  %e 
brought  before  it  for  some  yeara— a  measara 
whicli,  whatever  fate  attended  it,  oa^ht  to  atinet 
the  attention  of  honorable  members  of  this  Hooae, 
and  to  which,  he  hoped,  before  the  fiaal  ^esttoa 
on  it,  they  would  give  the  saost  naauiia  eaasidei 
atioo. 

There  was  no  doubt,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  a  grmt 
part  of  the  depression  under  which  oat  aavigatioa 
now  labors,  was  not  pecollhr  to  this  aacion ;  hot 
there  was  as  little  doabt  that  we  ezperf eaeed  it 
ia  a  less  degree  thaa  some  other  aatlona^  partic- 
ularly oor  g[reat  rival  In  eommeree  aad  nar^tioa. 
It  was  owing  priaeiaally  to  tbe  smte  of  peaee 
throughout  the  world,  that  we,  inatead  of  being 
the  carriers  for  other  nations  had  become  the  ear- 
riers  for  our  own  coaatry  only,  thas  greatly  oar- 
tailing  our  navigation :  though  It  was  no  doalt 
also,  m  a  material  degree,  mected,  as  staled  by 
tbe  President  in  his  Message,  by  tike  coloaiaJ  poliej 
of  Qreat  Britain,  which  excludes  as  from  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  trade  with  her  coioaies. 

Inde^ttdent  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  Mr.  C. 
said,  this  subject  jpresented  itself  in  an  imposing 
attitude,  as  terming  one  of  the  most  proralneai 
points  or  the  Presidem's  Message.  The  import* 
ance  of  the  question  by  no  means  depended  simply 
on  the  value  of  the  trade  between  this  eoontry 
aad  the  colonies  of  Qreat  Britain.  Bot,  ooottd- 
ering  the  question  as  it  related  merelf  fo  that 
trade,  when  the  fact  was  stated,  thai  it  conojsfeitf 
of  six  millions  of  dollars  imports,  and  of  coarse 
a  like  amount  of  exports,  it  mart  be  admitted  tlM 
question  was  one  of  detp  import,  compared  to 
any  which  at  present  presented  itself  to  the  at- 
teatioa  of  Congress.  0ot,  as  was  stated  in  the 
Pmident's  Message,  Mr.  C.  mid,  it  was  act  sofoly 
imporlaat  on  account  of  the  effect  of  the  coloaiu 
system  oa  that  trade,  bot  the  fact  was,  that  tha 
exelustoo  from  a  participation  in  thnt  navigatioo 
essentially  affected  the  trade  between  this  conn- 
try  aad  the  British  Buropeaa  possessioaa^  and,  by 
the  operatioa  of  the  system,  deprived  us,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  benefits  of  the  ooaveotioa 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  whieh  provided 
far  the  estabiiahmeat  of  a  fwrfect  reeiprocily  of 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  European  possessioas.  It  was  a6t  neees* 
sary  to  trouble  the  Committee  with  the  details,  be 
said,  but  it  must  be  admitted,  that  where  a  B^i- 
ish  vessel  could  carry  two  cargoes,  whilst  the 
American  could  carry  but  one,  the  advaotsfa 
must  be  greatly  in  their  favor.  Bvea  if  feetle- 
men  were  not  disposed  to  do  something  to  obtain 
for  the  navi^tion  of  this  country  a  participaiioo 
in  the  colonial  trade,  they  ought  to  go  so  far  as  to 


W.  said,  he  would  not  pursue  or  force  navigation,  |  place  them  on  an  equat  (bating  as  regarded  the 
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Coropeam  trade.  Scnne  tneasuifc  ovsht  to  be  de^ 
Tised,  b?  wfeicfa  the  navigfttion  of  Cucat  Bt ttatii 
should  M  ^eveoted  from  eojoyiD^  peeidiar  ad- 
raa cages  ofer  as.  id  a  trade  wherein  Teeiprocity 
hsd  been  selemnly  promised  by  the  conyention  to 
nrhjcb  he  had  alfaded. 

It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  lad  spoken  on  this  questioo.  as  well 
as  some  who  had  Dot>  spoken,  but  with  whmn  he 
had  eoairersed,  bad  missakeo  the  nature  of  the 
measure  now  before  the  Committee,  and  eon* 
fbunded  it  with  the  embam,  aad  the  whole  train 
of  restrieii?e  measures.  The  present  measure,  he 
said,  was  of  a  eharactev  te«aliT  different.  The 
embirgo,  the  non-intaroonrse  ana  nmi-imponatioB 
systettts  were  a#ep^d  as  subeiiivtce  for  war,  to 
produce  a  rev«eafion  by  Great  Brtuin  of  her  Or* 
den  in  Ooooteil,  aad  bf  9nmee  of  her  decrees. 
These  ofderrand  decrees  of  the  bellfgierente  were 
intended  taatton  eaohr  oth«r.  Of  eoaree,  if  it 
were  tr««  iti  point  of  faet,  ae  he  eontended  it  was 
not,  thae  therestrictire  measarea  of  chis  Qotern** 
meat  bad  failed  in  produciog  the  desired  effeet,  it 
was  ttO  reaaoa  why  the  meilsvre  now  proposed, 
Bhoald  fail ;  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  mea* 
rores  referred  to,  haTiag  been  that  Great  Britain 
had  a  gveaier  intereatat  stake,  in  the  contest  with 
Prawee,  la  mainiaio  iBvicUate  ihoee  Ordera  Ia 
Doaoeiij^haa  she  had  in  eondUating  the  wishes 
md  partioipatiBg  in  the  commerse  of  this  eeon^ 
Ty.  These  measures^  if  they  had  hare  IhUed, 
roald  hare  failed  because  the  meaeures  of  Qreai 
3ritaiD  were  i»teB4ed  to  operate  on  Fraaee,  and 
brough  US  vpon  her.  But  in  regard  to  the  policy 
vf  Oreat  Bnealn,  which  this  b'll  proposed  to  com- 
ervall,  it  operated  on  tbta country  aioiie.  a«d  was 
roBDoaaed  with  no  betllgarMit  {nirpose^  It  was 
lot  a  fac^  however,  Me.  C.  satd^  that  the  embar^ 
(o^  mnd  other  resiriotrre  measures  did  fail.  He 
irookt  not  go  into  that  ^aestiMi  at  this  dm«,'  bat 
le  woiihl  assert  that  they  hi  fact  pro^ieed  the  re« 
real,  itt  the  first  place,  of  the  decrees  of  France, 
tnd  afterwards  of  the  Orders  In  Ooonetl  of  Great 
)ritaiii-*Htt  eflhet  {>roduoed  too  late,  howcTer,  to 
Tert  tlae  war  previoosly  deotored  by  us  against 
hat  D«aio»,  There  was,  certainty,  no  real  aaal« 
igy  bct^Men  the  system  proposed  Imt  this  bill,  and 
hat  restrictive  eystem  which  the  Doited  States 
lad  formeHy  adopted. 

L««c  «S)  then,  said  Mr*  C,  ioqaire  into  the 
ihmrsi^tei  of  tha  erit  propoMd  to  be  semedied, 
ind  of  the  remedy  that  ia  oAbred.  What  is  .the 
riX'f  Great  Bticain  eavs  that  the  whole  eoaar* 
i^erec  between  her  cofoDies  and  the  United 
Itates  shall  be  carried  oa  in  British  ships,  abso- 
at«ly  exclndiag  American  ships  from  any  parti- 
ipattiOB  in  it.  The  mott  natural  course  of  the 
xehange  of  commedkics  betwean  natioae  might 
»e  thoa  defined:  that  each  nation  should  carry 
ts  own  products  to  market;  that  we  should  carry 
>f  oor  produce  what  we  do  not  w^nt,  btit  they  do^ 
o  British  ports;  and  that  they  should  bring^  what 
hey  d'O  not  want,  but  we  do,  to  oor  ports.  With 
his  coort^  bawerer,  Gkeat  Britain  was  aotsatis^ 
led.  The  next,  cad  perbaps  the  most  eonal  and 
>«9t  naade  of  providing  for  the  ftee  and  fair  in- 


terohaage  of  commodities,  was,  to  opea  the  trade 
equally  and  reciprocally  to  both  parties,  to  let 
each  carry  tbe  commodities  of  both  countries^  ia 
a  fair  competition.  Great  Britain  was  net,  hew- 
ever,  disposed  to  do  this.  She  not  only  probibiit* 
ed  the  carriage  of  her  colonial  commodities  in  one 
vessels;  not  only  entirely  engrossed  tlie  eaport 
trade  from  her  colonies,  but  refused  to  allow  ns 
any  participation,  by  conventional  regubtioa  nt 
otherwise,  in  the  trade  to  the  colonies.  The 
effeet  was,  to  deprive  os  of  the  advantages  in  tha 
angaeentatioa  ot  our  commerce,  and  incfcaee  of 
our  sean|en,  which  would  result  from  the  eaa* 
riage  of  our  own  produce,  to  the  amonm  of  aix 
millfODs  of  dollam  aannally. 

With  regard  to  the  importance  of  enconraging 
o«r  navigation,  he  said,  ha  need  not  resovt  to 
argument.  The  f  uestion  of  tha  importance  of  a 
navy  to  maintain  and  defond  our  riffhta,  which 
had  been  soom  years  ago  a  4|ttestioii  of  a  theoretii^ 
eal  nature,  was  no  longer  eo:  it  was  now  a  ^oee" 
tion  of  practical  experience.  All  felt  its  importr 
ance,  and  all  acknowledged  the  expediency  of 
eherwhiag,  by  all  means  in  our  power,  that  im* 
portant  branch  of  national  defence. 

Gentlemen  alarmed  themaelaes,  Ma.  C.  saiiL 
by  the  ap^ehansion  that  the  other  party  watda 
view  a»  inimieal  aaf  recttiationa  conntervailing 
her  colonial  paHcy.  ana  that  the  inue  of  thS 
ooaffiet  of  commeroial  regulations  weald  be  war. 
Mr,  C  said  hf  believed  in  no  sach  result.  If  m 
exclttaion  of  the  navigation  and  sfaippinf  of  Great 
Qritain  from  onr  ports  be  a  measure  of  a  hostile 
charaeeer,  said  Mr.  C.^  Great  Briiaia  haa  set  aa 
the  examole;  for  she  axeludea  our  navigation 
and  sbimnff  from  an  eiteftsive  range  of  kfH 
portsJ.  rIt.  u.  coaaiderod  ihU  rather  as  a  dtple« 
matic  than  a  hostile  OMnsnref  bat,  if  it  were 
othersrise,  sha  had  set  the  example,  whick  aha 
eoutd  not  eompiain  if  wa  foUotwed. 

Bat,  satd  he,  let  us  look  to  tha  (met*  What 
would  be  the  light  in  which  Great  Britain  would 
view  any  sndh  regniations  as  ma  proposed  by 
the  biUI  The  Convention  of  Lonm>n  eonuiaa 
an  ezprcM  stipolatian  mi  the  suhveet;  and  I  will 
observe  to  gentlemen)  that  the  clause  wliich  e«* 
empte  the  eoloatal  tmde  from  the  second  tirtieia 
of  the  convention  was  introduced  with  the  e» 
prees  view  of  retaiaing  ia  onr  baadsthe  rigiit  ta 
coantervail  the  Bvttisb  regulations  in  this  rmpeot. 
It  was  so  understood  by  tbe  framors  of  that  eon» 
veirtioik  Bat,  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  later  evi^ 
dence  than  that  which  is  furnished  by  tbe  tarma 
of  the  eonventioB.  Tiie  President,  in  his  Mes* 
sa|(e  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  says,  that  it  is 
ascertained  *'that  the  British  Government  da* 
'  clioes  all  negotiation  on  this  subject;  with  a 
*  diMVowal,  however,  of  any  disposition  to  view 
<  in  aa  nafrieadlv  li^bt  whatever  oonntervaitiaf 
'  regulations  the  United  States  may  oppose  to  thf 
'  regulations  of  which  they  complain."  Thun 
then,  we  have  evidence  both  from  tlm  nature  at 
the  case  and  fvam  the  express  declarations  of  the 
British  Gkverameat,  that  it  will  not,  because  it 
cannot,  view  in  an  unfriendly  light  aiiy«egttla<» 
tloaa  which  this  Govarnment  may  And  it  cspadi* 
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e&t  to  adopt  to  eooot«iTail  th«ir  poliey.  Mr.  C. 
Mid  he  did  oot  think  that  the  adopuoa  of  this 
polky  OD  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ought  to  ex- 
cite anf  hostile  feeling  towards  her.  8be  was 
not  sinffuiar  in  this  respect.  Brery  country  that 
has  eoMuies  in  the  West  Indies,  and  which  is 
not  too  weak  to  defend  them,  endeaTored,  he  said, 
to  appropriate  to  itself  all  the  advantages  of  the 
trade  with  those  colonies;  and  it  would  he  found 
that  the  relaxation  of  the  rigor  of  that  sy steiUi  by 
one  nation  or  another,  was  precisely  gcadoatea 
hy  the  degree  of  ability  to  maintain  their  colonies 
in  P^oe  and  defend  them  in  war.  There  was 
aotnlog  in  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain  which 
could  be  offensiye^  or  possibly  lead  to  war.  They 
might  be  complained  of  as  selfish  or  unfriendly 
«»tnej  certainly  were  the  former.  But  Great 
Britain  had  a  perfect  right  to  set  the  example  be- 
ibre  us;  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  total 
exclusion  of  our  ships  from  the  colonial  ports  of 
Britain,  was  such  a  measure  as  we. ought  to  fold 
our  arms  and  submit  to,  without  an  effort  to  ob- 
tain some  part  of  the  trade  which  she  had  at- 
tempted to  appropriate  exdusively  to  herself? 

Gentlemen  had  properly  said  that  this  was  a 
Question  which  ought  to  be  well  weighed  before 
meided,  Whateyer  we  do,  said  Mr.  C,  it  ought 
to  be  with  a  determioatioa  to  adhere  firmly  to  iu 
For,  depend  upon  it,  Great  Britain  will  aerer 
)i|^tly  relax  her  policy.  This  is  prored  by  the 
history  of  the  failure  of  all  attempts  to  obtain  a 
iriaxatioB  of  the  policy  by  negotiation,  from  the 
first  establishment  of  the  colonies  to  this  day. 
Mr.  Jav  attempted  to  negotiate  on  the  subject, 
bat  failed  in  Lis  object.  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Piaknev  tried:  they  failed,  being  obliged  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  iatroduction  into  the  rejected 
treaty  of  a  clause  similar  to  that  in  the  late  eon- 
Tention,  that  each  nation  should  be  at  liberty  to 
regulate  trade  with  the  colonies  as  it  pleased.  I 
meed  not  say,  added  Mr.  C.^  that  those  who  nego- 
tiated the  present  Goavention  of  commerce  had 
the  subject  anxiously  at  heart;  that  they  strofe 
all  in  their  power  to  laoorporate  in  that  compact 
some  regulation  allowiag  participation  in  the 
colonial  trade;  they  failed,  howeyer,  as  others 
had  before  them.  The  failure  of  a  more  recent 
attempt  at  aegotiatioa  on  the  subiect  was  alluded 
to,  he  said,  la  the  passage  of  the  Presideat's  Mes- 
ttOft  which  he  had  already  quoted.  The  policy 
M  Great  Britaia,  it  followed  from  these  facts, 
was  deeply  laid  in  selfish  consideratioas— a  policy 
which.aae  had  aeyer  relaxed,  exeq;»t  ia  periods 
of  f^ar  when  it  became  her  interest  to  do  so,  from 
the  commeneemeat  of  her  coloaies  to  this  time* 
The  measure  which  we  address  to  her  iaterest, 
to  induce  her  to  relax  from  the  rigor  of  her  colo- 
nial policy,  should  be  a  measure  framed  with 
ample  deliberation,  which,  when  we  adopt  with 
reaolulion,  we  will  maintain  with  fortitude.  For, 
the  first  conclusion  of  the  British  Goyernment 
woold  undoubtedly  be^  that  the  American  Gby- 
erameat  would  be  incapable  of  maintaining  iu 
regulations  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  that  Goy- 
ernment, in  the  expectation  of  a  retraction  of  the 
measure,  woold  perseyere  in  her  policy  as  loag  as 


she  could.    What  we  do,  therefore,  we  sbosU 
do  kaowiagly,  and  should  do  it  wcii;  with  la 
unalterable  determinatioa  to  adhere  to  it  oatil  it 
has  |»i>duced  the  effect  it  was  designed  lo  ae- 
complish.    I  will  mo  further  on  this  sabjeetp  said 
Mr.  C.    So  deeply  rooted  ia  the  hearts  of  the 
British  people  is  the  seatimeat  that  the  rctcDtioB 
of  the  colonial  policy  is  essential  to  theii  com* 
mereial  prosperity  and  maritime  greaiaess,  that 
I  contend,  if  any  measure  of  yours  is  to  produce 
an  effect  on  the  Goyernment  ia  regard  to  it,  it 
must  be  by  ealighteaing  the  public  sootiaBent  of 
the  British  nation  in  regard  to  its  trae  iateresti^^ 
for  no  miaistry  would  fiad  itself  capable  of  re- 
laxiag  that  cotoaial  policy,  aad  hold  their  seats 
oae  month  thereafter.    Ia  any  mcasntre  you  take, 
you  will  haye  the  coloaies  to  back  aad  aid  yoo— 
they  beioff  always  aaxious  for  the  moBS  eabrged 
aad  liberal  trade.  But  you  must  also  carry  eoa  vie- 
tioa  to  the  miad  of  the  British  pe^^le;  that  they 
haye  a  greater  interest  in  flying  ap  taaa  in  ad- 
hering to  the  colonial  policy,  before  ikej  will 
surrender  it.    Conyince  the  people  ef  that,  and 
the  Ministry  will  let  you  into  tke  trade;  but  not 
before. 

The  questioa  which  preseau  itadf,  thea,  is, 
whether  we  will  adopt  raeasoras  to  iadoee  a  re- 
laxatioa  so  desirable  to  our  interest?  What  ooghi 
to  be  doae,  if  aaythiag  is?  Thete  were  two 
propositions  before  the  uoose,  aad  the  qaesttoa 
now  was  oa  substitutiag  high  duties  for  the  pro- 
hibitory system.  Mr*  C.  said  that  he  preferred 
the  prohibition ;  and  if  aay  geatlemaa  would  can- 
didly compare  the  merits  of  the  two  proposed 
remedies,  he  woold  Had  that  the  wiiole  yaloe  of 
the  remedy^  by  the  impositioa  of  datio^  was  de- 
riyed  from  its  appraximatioa  to  prohihitioii.  He 
objected  to  increased  duties  for  yarious  rvasons; 
first,  because  they  would  operate  oa  oorarlres^  Ton 
that  would  unquestionably  be  their  &nt  effect ; 
though  he  admitted  we  might,  by  diminishing  iu 
a  degree  the  oonsuoiption  of  the  coloniea^  and  let- 
tiag In  riyals  to  their  trade,  oa  more  adyauiage* 
ous  terms,  operate  oa  ihem.  As  respected  oar 
exportation,  also,  these  duties  would  operate  in- 
juriously on  us,  by  diminishing  the  coasam|ition 
of  our  produce  in  the  coloaies,  without  materially 
distressiag  them.  Mr.  C  fayoied  the  sysiaia  of 
prohibition  for  other  reasons.  It  met  the  Brilisb 
regulation  by  a  meuure  of  the  same  character, 
operating  exactly  to  the  same  extent*  It  oeither 
stopped  short  nor  exceeded  the  measure  of  whie^ 
we  complaio.  He  preferred  prohibitioa  to  dniies 
for  other  reasons.  The  yalue  of  the  latter  systeaa 
must  arise  wholly  from  the  diminution  of  tMcoo* 
sumptioa  of  the  colonial  commodities  here,  aad 
of  ours  there^  aad  mis bt  lead  to  a  species  of  suife 
of  restrietioas,  ^^  iniich  the  prohibitioa  system 
would  ayoid.  It  would  be  preposterous^  said  Mr. 
C,  for  the  British  Goyerament  to  complain  of 
the  system  of  exclusion.  The  aaswer  is  at  hand. 
You  haye  set  the  example  of  imposing  restrie- 
tioas on  the  trade;  do  you  set  the  example  of 
taking  it  off*-as  you  withdraw,  so  will  we.  Tliia 
measure  can  lead  to  ao  coUisioa  bat  what  Is  %ia- 
icable.    The  sptem  of  duties  would  oot  be  felt 
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so  immediately  hj  the  eolontee,  or  by  the  people 
of  Qreat  Britaio,  upon  whom^  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  stating,  we  roost  produce  ao  effect  be* 
fore  we  can  reach  our  obiect.  The  measure, 
therefore,  which  we  adoptetf,  must  be  one  which 
could  not  be  mistaken  in  its  character:  in  regard 
10  which  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  the 
)resent  Qo? emment  or  its  Representatives  to 
nislead  the  colonies,  or  deceive  the  people  of 
Britain.  Such  a  measure,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  took 
prohibition  to  be;  such  a  measure  he  took  the 
)ropN08ed  substitute  not  to  be.  If  we  laid  duties, 
or  instanoe,  the  British  Ministry  might  sav*— 
'America  may  lay  what  duties  she  pleases,  what 
i^ht  have  you  to  complain  1"  The  colonies 
ni^ht,  indeed,  inquire  into  the  motive  of  the  im- 
K>sition  of  those  duties,  but,  if  they  did,  they  could 
lot  ascertain  it ;  it  might  have  been  the  jaugmen- 
ation  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  the  object  which 
s  now  souffht  by  it.  But  when  they  find  a  sys- 
em  of  orohrbition  established  precisely  in  retail- 
ttion  or  a  similar  law  of  Qreat  Britain,  it  will  be 
mpossible  to  deceive  them ;  they  could  not  fail 

0  see  the  cause  of  the  evil,  for  whieh  a  remedy 
rould  be  sought  in  a  revocation  of  the  measure 
vhich  provoked  the  United  Stales  to  that  course. 
)at,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  effect  of  a  total 
rohibition  of  intercourse  would  be  evaded ;  that 
ioDtreal  would  be  declared  to  be  a  free  port,  and 
le  commodities  destined  for  the  consumption  of 
\kt  West  Indies  would  be  accumulated  in  depot 

1  that  city,  and  thence  transported  to  the  insular 
olonies  tosupplv  their  wants ;  that  thus  the  ohan- 
el  of  supply  only  would  be  changed,  without  af* 
acting  tne  amount  of  the  supply  of  our  products 
)  the  British  West  Indies.  Mr.  C.  saia  he  did 
ot  believe  in  any  such  result.  He  thought  the 
entleman  from  Maryland,  yesterday,  in  the  prac* 
cal  view  with  which  he  had  favored  the  uora- 
itttee,  had  satisfied  them  that  such  could  not  be 
le  result.  Nature,  Mr.  C.  said,  there  stepped  in 
>  prevent  that  diversion  of  the  trade  from  its  or- 
inary  channel,  and,  by  the  occlusion  of  the  St 
•awrenc€^  prevented  that  river  from  being  the 
bannel  ot  tne  regular  and  certain  supply  required 
ir  the  maintenance  of  the  West  Indies*  The 
entleman  from  Maryland  had  shown  that  bat 
ne  or  two  voyages  could  be  made  from  a  port  is 
16  St.  Lawrence,  instead  of  the  three  or  four 
oyagee  which  might  be  made  in  a  vear  ttom  the 
Inited  States,  and  that  the  supply  from  that 
aarter,  therefore,  must  be  deficient. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  add  another  argument, 
rhicb.  If  he  was  not  wholly  mistaken  in  all  his 
iews  of  this  subject,  would  be  eonelusive.  It 
ras  this:  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  prohibi* 
on  would  be  to  deprive  the  colonies  of  a  market 
ir  th«ir  produce,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of 
ollars.  It  was  not  soJBIeient  for  gentlemen  to 
hovr^  even  had  thev  succeeded  in  doins  so,  that 
he  inrants  of  the  colonies  could  be  supplied  from 
he  St.  Lawrence,  but  it  must  aleo  be  shown  that 
hey'  could  find  on  and  near  the  St.  Lawrence  a 
aarket  for  their  products  in  return.  This  prop- 
isition,  simply  announced,  demanded  the  assent 
>f  ail.    The  ability  to  purchase  depends  on  the 


abilitr  to  sell.  If  there  is  a  political  truth,  it  was 
that,  be  said,  which  he  had  stated.  If,  then,  we 
cut  off  a  market  for  six  millions  of  the  commodi- 
ties, with  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  an  equivalent  amount  of  supplies, 
though  we  leave  the  road  open,  we  deprive  them 
of  the  means  of  obtaining  those  supplies.  A  cer* 
tain  quantity  of  sugar,  £c.,  might  be  smugged 
on  the  lakes,  but  to  what  amount  ?  Sufficient  for 
the  consumption  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes  alone; 
for  it  woola  be  impossible  to  introduce  such  arti<* 
cles  in  that  manner  for  the  supply  of  the  seaboard. 
The  expense  of  transportation  would  be  such,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  merchant  to  come 
into  competition  with  the  same  commodities,  lm«  • 
ported  from  other  quartern.  The  amount  which 
the  colonies  oould  sell  on  the  lakes,  would  he 
somewhere  about  half  a  millioa  of  dollars.  The 
products  with  which  they  could  supplv  them* 
selves  in  that  quarter,  must  be  limited  to  tne  same 
amount.  And  |;entlemen  must  show  that  a  mar* 
ket  can  be  obtained  for  six  or  seven  millions  in 
amount,  before  they  can  prove  that  the  colonies 
can  procure  (if  it  were  possible  to  procure  at  all)  ' 
their  supplies  from  Canada. 

Suppose  the  measure  of  prohibition  be  adopted, 
what  would  be  its  effect?  In  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
C,  a  mere  change  In  the  direction  of  the  tradeJ 
St.  Domingo  would  be  open  to  us,  St.  Thomas. 
Santa  Cruz,  and  possibly  St.  Bartholomews,  and 
other  islands  and  ports.  But,  if  not  one  port 
should  be  open,  the  necessity  Gkeat  Britain  would 
be  under  to  obtain  supplies  for  her  colonies,  would 
dictate  the  expediency  of  openinff  some  port  at 
which  an  interchange  of  eommo£ties  could  take 
place.  If  this  operation  took  pjaeci  all  that  iv 
proposed  to  be  effected  by  the  bill  is  accomplished, 
by  the  participation  of  our  navigation  in  the  trans* 
portation  of  the  articles  thus  exchanged.  Our 
ships  will  have  obtained  in  employment,  in  car- 
rying our  products  to  that  entrepot,  and  bringing 
return  oargoes.  of  the  same  amount  they  would 
have  now,  if  American  instead  of  British  ships 
wholly  engrossed  the  trade.  There  mi^ht,  in 
the  ease  supposed,  be  some  little  increase  in  the 
cost  of  the  articles,  bat  so  inconsiderable  as  not 
to  amount  to  any  offset  to  the  great  advanugee 
accruing  to  thia  country  from  the  employment  of 
its  tonnage. 

The  present  moment,  Mr.  C.  considered  as  par-* 
ticttlarly  propitious  to  the  adoption  of  this  rego* 
lation ;  beoaose,  as  reaarded  the  great  direct  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  British  ports  in 
Europe,  that  was  regulated  and  unalterable  for 
near  three  years.  It  stood  on  the  footing  of  con- 
vention ;  and  we  should  not.  by  any  regulation 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  colonial  trade^  put  to 
hazard  the  advantages  in  the  other,  at  least  until 
that  convention  expired. 

R^rdina  this  regnlatiott  in  another  view,  he 
anticipated  beneficial  effects  from  it.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  weakness  of  some  of  the  Powers  of 
Europe  in  their  maritime  force,  they  had  found 
it  convenient  to  open  porta  to  us,  which  werto 
formerly  shut,  and  we  could  thence  drew  our  sup« 
plies  s  thus  efi^ting  a  mere  change  in  the  ohan- 
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ael  of  supply,  wUh  the  aUvaottge  of  tlie  employ- 
ment  of  our  own  DaTigBtioD,  as  already  statea. 
South  Ameriea.  besidea,  weold  be  open  Co  as,  and 
we  could  there  obtaia  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
modities we  import  from  the  West  lodiee,  except, 
perhaps,  the  article  of  rum.  Whether  that  eoukf 
De  obtained  there  or  not  he  did  not  know.  Sugar 
might  be  obtained  in  ^aatity  from  Louisiana, 
where  the  product  of  that  article  increased  erery 
year.  Georgia,  and  a  portion  of  Soath  Carolina, 
too,  had  turned  their  attention  to  that  obyeel ;  and 
the  effect  of  this  meaaure  wonld  be  to  eoconragie 
the  cultiration  of  that  article.  With  respect  to 
the  article  of  spirits,  if  its  importation  were  to- 
Ully  cut  off  he  thought  it  would  be  a  benefit.  He 
belicYed,  he  said,  that  Ametica  was  the  cmly 
country  that  imported  as  f;reat  a  quantity  of 
spirituous  liquors;  erery  other  oonatty  be  was 
acquainted  with  used  more  <kf  its  own  manofae- 
lore.  If,  said  Mr.  C,  you  exclude  entirely,  by  a 
permanent  regulation,  the  article  of  ram,  and  sob* 
stitttte  domestic  liqnor  for  that  portion  ai  rum 
consumed  here-**and  i  apee  with  the  genilcano 
from  Maryland,  though  1  ha?e  not  perhap  his 
experience,  that  the  ^ticle  of  whiskey  ie  belief, 
in  erery  point  of  rieW|  than  the  article  of  romr— 
yoa  promote  the  agricqltural  iaterest,  and  paN 
ticolarly  that  portion  of  it  from  which  I  aad  the 
gentleman  come^ 

Mr.  C.  assured  the  Committee  that,  on  this  oo« 
easion,  he  was  iofliMpced  by  no  local  views.  If 
the  interests  of  that  pni t  of  the  country  which  he 
represented  would,  as  they  possibly  might  in  some 
respects,  be  prejudiced  hy  this  mnaeore.  yet^  on  a 
great  national  question,  m  which  the  honor  nod 
character^as  well  as  best  riglu  of  the  coQotry  are 
eoncernedt  he  slMuld  most  cheerfully  surrender 
us  partial  intereats  ibr  the  general  good.  He  said 
the  character  of  the  eounUy — ^(or  would  any  gen-* 
tlemaa  say  that  it  was  to  be  endured,  that  n  most 
important  part  nf  the  carrying  tmae  should  be 
taken  from  us,  and  that  we  shoold  tamely  submit 
to  it  ?  It  WHS  intolerable,  he  said,  ought  not  to 
be  (^ndured,  and  would  not  loog» 

I  think,  theiii  sgid  Mr«  C,  that  the  suffering  of 
the  navigating  interest,  to  which  the  a^tentioa  of 
Congress  i»  altracted,  Im  one  which  calls  londly 
on  this  body  to  do  something  to  alleviate  it.  It 
is  attributable  greatly  to  the  colonial  sysieoa  of 
Qreat  Britain,  though  no  doubt  also  greatly  to  the 
stau  of  peaoe,  and  the  consequent  resumption  of 
their  navigation  by  the  Powers  of  Europe,  wko 
during  war  suej^hded  a  great  portion  of  it*  Tak- 
ing care  of  the  interesu  of  the  nation,  and  guard* 
lug  our  commerce  against  the  effecl  of  foreign 
regulations,  it  becomes  us  to  act  on  this  subject. 
He  should,  he  mid,  cheerfully  give  his  assent, 
therefore,  to  the  bill  before  the  liouse  ^  and  should 
vote  for  it,  but  with  relucinnce,  if  the  amendment 
nrpposed  by  Mr.  FonavTa  should  succeed.  He 
had  intended  to  hare  touched  some  other  pointoi 
he  sdded,  but  had  already  spoken  too  long}  and 
was  warned  by  that  circumstonce,  as  weU  as  by  an 
indisposition  under  which  he  labored,  to  bring  his 
remarks  to  a  conclusion- 
Mr.  aoanaTUM,  of  JUonisiann,  mid  he  rose  on  I 


this  occasion  to  make  soggMions  mtbei  ih«a 
express  opinions;  to  receive  information  rathv 
than  to  give  it.    The  House  had  been  told  thst 
this  bill  was  introduced  for  the  parpoee  of  assist- 
ing the  commercial  and  navigating  interests  of 
the  United  States.    As  respected  the  eammereial 
interest,  Mr.  R.  said  little  could  be  avgued  in 
favor  of  the  measure^-for  the  diaadTuntagcs  oC  it 
to  agriculture  would  be  considerably  greater  than 
any  possible  benefits  it  could  afford  to  eomsBeree. 
With  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  Uaited 
States,  there  arose  a  national  qoeutioa     thai  her 
ing  an  interest  in  which  the  nation  hue  a  prop- 
erty.   Wbat|  he  asked,  was  the  nature  of  that 
navigation  f    It  did  not  depend  on  the  shippieg 
or  tooaage  employed  hj  the  merchaot ;  not  oa 
the  prosperity  of  the  ship  owner  or  builder,  bat 
on  the  Amerieaa   seamen^  emphntienlly,  who 
were  employed  in  navigating  oar  veaseb.    He, 
then,  called  upon  gentlemen  to  give  him  soaue 
demonstration  of  the  efficacv  of  this  bill  in  in* 
creasing  the  number  and  abuitiea  of  oor  seameat 
befbm  they  could  show  to  his  entisfaction  that 
the  nation  had  any  interest  in  the  passage  of  this 
bill.    He  wished  not,  he  said,  to  pnaa  laws  for  the 
encoumgement  of  one  interest  to  the  detriment  of 
another,  unlem  for  the  advanuge  of  that  part  ef 
our  navigation  la  which  only  the  nation  amd  aa 
intereet. 

Was  it,  Mr.  £U  asked,  important  to  the  com- 
mortal  io tercet  whether  our  produce  aiMl  foreign 
produce  be  carried  in  foreign  or  American  vea* 
selsl  No.  Was  it  important  to  the  nation  that 
these  unamployed  ships  shoold  cover  the  oceaii. 
unleaa  they  were  manned  by  our  own  aeamea  1 
He  said,  no.  Did  this  faili  nroride,  or  via  there 
anything  in  the  policy  oi  the  united  States 
which  did  provide,  that  seamen  of  the  United 
tates  should  be  employed  ia  the  ships  lo  be  hailt 
and  the  tonnage  now  emoJoyed  ^  These  werw 
questions  he  should  like  to  hear  solved. 

We  had  no  right,  Mr«  E.  said,  to  consider  this 
question  in  regard  to  the  coaduct  oC  Great  Brit- 
ain as  respects  her  colonial  trade;  we  had  ao 
rii^ta  ia  regard  to  it.  The  measure  now  pro- 
posed  di4  not  staud  on  the  footing  of  the  embox* 
ga  and  iuNMntercours%  and,  if  it  didi  but  fewr 
pentkmen  he  believod  would  b«  found  to  favor 
It.  But,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  we  been  wroogud  t 
Are  our  righu  affected  by  the  British  eolooisd 
policy?  I  take  it  they  are  noL  If  I  were  co 
give  my  vote  for  this  bill,  it  would  be  aingly  aad 
exclusively  with  a  view  to  that  kind  or  ()ienefit 
which  would  result  not  only  from  an  increase  of 
oiur  navigation,  but  from  securing  it  to  the  aaa* 
men  of  our  country.  He  would,  for  such  an 
object,  cousent  to  make  a  mcrifiee.  Why  1  Be> 
cause  they  are  necessary  to  the  naval  strei^irth  of 
the  country,  and  any  sacrifice  for  their  eoooor- 
agement  he  should  consider  as  a  tax  for  the  de* 
fence  jof  the  country,  and  would  cheerfully  aoi* 
pose  it  j  as  he  would  not  hesitate  to  lay  a  ux  om 
the  agricultural,  or  any  interest,  to  add  fortifica* 
tion  to  fortification,  and  for  improving  nod  aroa* 
ing  the  militia.  If  this  bill,  then,  would  encour- 
age nod  increase  the  number  of  our  ofamen,  he 
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wottld  ▼CM  for  it,  but  on  no  other  man^.  He 
had  not  the  sligbtest  regard,  in  this  otae,  to  tbe 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  State  whkk  he 
represented ;  if  a  great  nalional  purpose  was  to 
be  obtained,  and  eooM  be  demonstrated  as  tow- 
ing from  the  bill,  he  shotitd  Tote  for  it.  Until  he 
had  further  information  than  he  new  possessed, 
howerer,  It  was  extremely  doobtAfI  how  he 
should  vote  <m  tbe  question.  He  should  not  rote 
for  the  bill  with  a  riew  to  any  retaliation,  if 
the  colonial  system  of  Oreat  Britain  was  univer- 
sally aeqoieseed  in,  we  had  no  rif^t  to  complain 
of  it ;  and,  with  respect  to  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  not  act  on  it* 

In  his  voyage  last  Spring  from  Baltimore  to 
New  Orleans,  there  was  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  he  sailed  but  one  native  American  seaman. 
Was  it  of  importance  in  a  national  point  of  view 
that  tfant  vessel  shouM  navigate  the  ocean  ?  It 
was  not,  but  if  (he  vessel  had  been  manned  by 
Americnn  seamen,  it  would  have  been.  As  to 
the  mere  employment  of  ships,  Mr.  R.  was  averse 
to  entering  into  any  war  of  competition  for  it, 
considering  the  object  as  not  wortn  the  struggle. 

Mr.  HoPKiMBON,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  noticing 
the  remarks  of  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clat.)  pre- 
mised, that  he  should  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
ComiBittee  but  a  few  minutes.  He  had  followed 
the  honorable  gentleman,  he  said,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclusion  or  his  argument, 
and,  without  mere  parliamentary  courtesy,  he 
would  say,  that  his  statements  had  been  made 
with  gpreat  strength  and  aeenrscy;  the  Question 
before  the  House  had  been  treated  with  great 
candor,  and  placed  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  and 
the  policy  which  ought  to  govern  every  member 
in  his  vote  was  plac^  ftiirlv  before  the  Commit- 
tee. But,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  bad  followed  the  gen- 
tleman to  see  to  what  resoh  his  course  of  reason- 
ing would  bring  him,  and  to  see  whether  tbe 
measure  now  proposed  was  a  remedy  for  tbe  evtl 
com  plained  off  For  that,  after  all,  was  tbe 
point  on  which  we  should  reep  our  eye. 

What,  then,  was  the  result  to  which  the  Spea- 
ker had  brougnt  the  Comn^itree  1  He  had  stated, 
with  ip'eat  force  and  truth,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the 
House  was  entering  on  a  business  of  tnost  im- 
portant magnitude,  from  which  they  ouffht  to 
forbear,  unless  thev  could  briag  their  minds,  and 
that  of  the  American  people,  to  tbe  point  of  H 
perse rering  contest  ana  trial.  We  are,  said  Mr. 
H.,  about  to  attempt  whmt  has  never  been  effected 
by  nt^  natron  on  earth ;  to  compel  Great  Britain 
to  abandon  a  ^Hcy  whicb,  fts  the  gentleman  ex- 
pressed bimsen,  is  deeply  rooted  in  the 'hearts  and 
interests  of  the  people,  who  believe  that  on  it 
gpresttlv  depends  that  maritime  strength  essential 
Co  their  national  existence.  The  honorable  Spea- 
ker bad  fairly  put  the  House  on  its  guard^  Mr. 
H.  said,  and  told  gentlemen  not  to  rote  for  it, 
naless  they  bad  courage  to  persevere  in  It.  It 
"would  not  do  to  go  halfway  in  this  system  ;  we 
must  see  it  through'— persevere,  or  make  not  the 
attempt. 

This  bin  then  being  the  great  measure  pro- 
posed for  no4es8  an  ob^t  than  to  compel  Oteat 


Britain  to  abandon  a  system  she  believed  essen- 
tial to  her  national  greatness,  the  question  pre- 
senting itself  to  the  Committee  is,  not  whether 
the  object  be  attainable  by  any  means,  bat  whe- 
ther the  measure  new  proposed  affords  that 
mcaas.  On  the  Speaker's  own  ground,  if  the 
measure  proposed  was  not  of  a  kind  likely  to  pro- 
dtiee  the  desired  eibct,  It  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted; if  it  was  likely  to  mil  from  want  of 
coufvjl^e  to  persevere  in  ft,  or  fnmi  its  own  na- 
ture, It  oogbt  not  to  be  nndertaken. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  show,  nor 
did  he  mean  to  mj  that  the  resolution  or  the 
Ameriean  people  might  not  be  found  equal  to  the 
support  of  a  measnre  involving  great  privations, 
if  certain  to  answer  a  beneiciai  purposes  but  In 
thought  he  conld  show,  be  their  reaolution  whit 
it  might,  that  the  measure  now  pipposed  never 
could  produce  the  destrable  end  sought  bv  ^ 
friends.  The  honorable  Speaker  had  itAd  the 
House,  that  it  was  in  vaia  to  seek  to  prodtHse  «n 
effect  on  the  drllish  Government  bv  the  wishes 
of  the  eoloniea,  beeaose  those  wishes  were  «kt- 
ready  suficienfly  known,. and  if  the  wishes  of 
tbe  people  of  the  islands  were  sulficient,  the  de- 
sired eieet  would  be  produced  without  the  inter- 
Tention  of  any  measure  on  our  part.  Tbe  result 
direct  from  this  proposition  was^  Mr.  H.  sail, 
that  any  m^sure  operating  on  the  colonies  alone 
could  produce  no  effto  on  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that,  therefore,  any  measure  intended 
to  operate  on  the  latter  vuist  be  addressed  to 
something  else  than  the  feelings  or  interests  ef 
those  colonies.  It  was  not  even  snffioient,  the 
Speaker  had  argued,  to  pvoduee  eon vietion  in  the 
Ministry  of  Ch'eat  Britain ;  siooe,  so  rooted  in  the 
hearts  and  anderstaodiogs  of  the  British  neoplb 
was  the  sentiment  thai  the  colonial  policy  Is 
essential  to  the  maritime  strength  of  the  nation, 
that  not  even  the  Ministry  dared  to  meet  ana 
oppose  Ibis  national  fbeling.  The  measure  to 
produce  a  remedy,  then,  must,  from  the  Speaket^ 
own  ehowing,  be  addieiaed  to  the  British  people. 
Do  not  let  us,  said  Mr.  H.,  embarrass  our  stveagth 
by  a  measure  in  n  wrong  direoiion,  in  a  rcnaedf 
mli«d  where  the  dieease  is  not  to  be  fowM. 
Can  the  bin  on  our  taMe,  then,  I  aak,  have  the 
slightest  eAMt  to  oonvioce  the  Brkiah  people  of 
the  error  ef  their  toolioy  1  On  the  contrary,  if  ae 
effbetAxal  as  possibly  coaM  he  imagroed,  it  wiXL 
not  In  any  wny  affeet  ihem,  and  will  lea  ve  os  Juet 
aa  far  #om  tkpo  desired  ead  as  it  tods  ua. 

Of  oonrse,  then^  Mr.  H.  snid,  after  ibltowiiig 
the  Speaker  to  hie  eonelneion,  and  agteeing  in  an 
his  pvemisea,  he  had  looked  with  anxious  soliei- 
tade  to  the  applieation,  by  the  gentleuMn,  of  his 
argOment,  anil  expected  that  he  would  have 
shown  that  the  eibct  of  the  bill  would  be  in 
maeh  the  feeiinge  and  opiniona  of  the  Britirii 
people.  Bat  when  the  Speaker  bad  oome  to  his 
eonclusion,  it  was  that  the  hill  would  affect  the 
colonies,  but  not  a  evilnble  about  its  effect  on  the 
British  peo|de,  on  whom  only  tbe  gentleman  had 
clearly  shown  its  operation  eould  1^  of  any  ava^. 
Theedhot  was  to  bo  ihis^^nd  donhiM  at  best*^ 
to4epitva  the  ealnnieaof  dix  uiittiene  4i  trade. 
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Would  the  people  of  Qrett  Britaui,  Mr*  H.  asked, 
care  a  farthing  about  that?  Would  ihty  not,  if 
they  believed  the  coloutal  system  essential  to 
their  laantUDe  streogth,  jather  gire  them  the 
money  every  year  than  touch  that  Gonial  policy  ? 
They  surely  would.  The  proposed  measure, 
then,  which  would  bear  injuriooaly  oo  our  people 
to  a  degree  which  it  was  admitted  would  require 
courage  and  perseverance  to  sustain,  if  it  pro- 
duced its  greatest  possible  effect,  woud  have  no 
bearing  on  the  true  poiot,  according  to  the  hon- 
orable Speaker's  own  showiag. 

But,  was  it  a  fact,  this  poGcy  being  adopted, 
that  the  British  West  ladies  would  be  deprived 
of  an  import  and  export  trade  to  the  amount  of 
six  millions?  The  fact  stated  by  the  honorable 
Speaker  reelecting  the  opening  of  neutral  or  in- 
termediate ports,  eutirely  destroyed  his  own  argu- 
meot  00  thii  point.  Admit,  if  you  please,  Mid 
Mr.  H.,  that  the  British  West  India  colonies 
should  be  deprived  of  this  trade,  I  still  doubt 
whether  that  consequence  would  produce  so 
strong  an  effect  as  touUy  to  change  a  sentimeat 
described  as  being  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
British  people^  and  induce  them  to  surrender  a 
system  which  it  has  been  their  pride  aod  policy 
to  maintain,  under  all  circumstances,  for  a  long 
course  of  years. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  thus  briefly  staled  the  re- 
sult to  his  mind  from  the  premises  of  the  honor- 
able  Speaker.  If  what  was  necessary  was  what 
the  Speaker  had  suggested,  the  measure  proposed 
as  a  remedy  would  not  remove  the  evil,  would  in 
ftct  only  operate  to  distress  ourselves. 

Mr.  Clay  roac  in  reply.  He  admitted,  ha  said, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  very 
lairly  and  correctly  noticed  the  weak  point  of  his 
argument.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  assumed  as  proven 
fibme  points  which  had  been  maintained  by  other 

Seatlemen,  particularly  by  the  gentleman  from 
f  arylaad,  one  of  which  was,  that  the  supply  of  the 
eommodiiias  obtained  by  the  colonies  irom  this 
countryt  could  be  obtained  nowhere  else.  He 
had  presumed,  also,  that  the  deposition  of  the 
loonies  was  already  favorable  to  a  liberal  and 
free  trade.  But  it  might  be  that  the  colonies 
were  at  present  in  favor  of  a  free  trade,  and  yet 
their  feelings  not  so  roused,  as  to  produce  e£(ect 
from  their  reoMmstiances,  as  they  ought  be  ex- 
paotedtobebv  thepasiagcofthisbiil.  We  know, 
aaid  Mr.  C.  that  tha  colonies  of  all  countries  are 
averse  from  restrictions  on  commerce^  but  that 
they  generally  acquiesce  in  them.  If  pushed  to 
a  state  of  starvation,  however,  in  consequence  of 
this  policy,  they  would  not  fail  of  producing,  by 
their  remonstrances  an4  ^PPfals,  an  effect  on  the 
parent  country.  Mr.  C*  said  his  argument  re- 
specting the  value  of  Ibis  trade  to  the  colonies, 
and  of  course  to  the  parent  country,  was  not  ap- 
plicable simply  tot  the  value,  but  to  the  nature 
also  of  the  commodities  in  which  that  trade  con- 
sists. AltlKioffh  the  amount  of  the  trade  might 
be  inconsiderable  in  regard  to  the  whole  amount 
of  the  trade  of  Qreat  Britain,  if  it  were  indis- 
pensable, M  ha  thought  had  been  pyrovad,  to  the 
co&Pnies,  tha  lossoC  it  might  awakmi  such  a  feel- 


ing, first  ia  the  colonies,  and,  by  aympathy ,  *ia 
the  mother  country^  would  indace  a  relantioa 
of  the  rigor  of  the  jBrittsh  system.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  therefore,  lo  rehol  his 
argument,  must  show,  what  Mr,  O*  beUeved  him 
unable  to  do,  that  the  colonies  could  oblaia  their 
necessary  supplies  elsewhere. 

One  effect  Mr.  C.  believed  would  flow  from 
this  measure,  in  a  degree  at  leaat,  that  Cheat  Brit- 
ain would  draw,  for  the  supply  of  iter  etHaaim, 
those  products  which  we  have  sent  and  shall  wad 
to  other  colonies.  If  this  was  efEeeted,  wc  shoold 
have  achieved  the  great  object  of  aaei&riiig  to  oar 
navigation  the  transportation  of  oorown  products. 

When  up  before,  and  speaking  of  the  possibility 
of  Montreal  being  made  a  free  port,  Mr.  C.  aid 
he  had  not  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  the  regioa 
of  the  lakes  did  not  now  in  fact  ciNuame  anythtag 
worth  taking  into  account  that  eomea  from  the 
West  Indies.  The  people  of  that  region  made 
principally  their  own  sugar  and  apirits.  There- 
fore, ir  the  position  was  true,  that  a  natioa  cannot 
buy  where  it  cannot  sell,  Montreal  could  not  be 
a  substitute  for  our  ports. 

The  ffreat  questioa  was  the  Modtia  operoMdi  of 
this  bilE  to  use  a  favorite  expression  of  a  member 
of  another  body.  Operating  on  the  sympathy 
as  well  as  the  direct  interest  of  tha  parent  coon- 
try,  it  would  induce  her  to  relax  her  system. 
Qreat  Britain  would  find  a  greater  iaterest  in 
securing  the  amount  of  six  mulions  of  trade,  ne- 
cessary to  support  and  cherish  her  colonies,* ttmn 
she  would  gain  merely  on  the  transportation  of 
the  articles  of  which  that  trade  eoosists.  That 
was  the  question  on  which  the  British  people 
would  be  called  on  to  decide ;  and  he  believed 
the  effect  of  this  measure  would  be  such  as  to  in- 
duce them  to  decide  in  fsvor  of  admitting*  as  on 
a  footing  of  reciprocity  into  the  West  India  tr^de. 
If  the  British  Oo  vernmeat  did  not  Uke  this  course, 
it  would  have  to  wink  at  the  formation  of  entre- 
pots, by  which  the  object  proposed  by  the  bill 
would  oe  substantially  aceoinplished. 

Oa  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  he  ought  to  state, 
that,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  it  would  be  necee- 
sary  to  introduce  a  further  provision  into  it ;  for 
otherwise  the  British  Qovernment  mijght  declare 
Moose  Island  in  the  North  and  Ameliik  Island  in 
the  South  to  be  entrepots,  and  thus  evade  our 
measures.  Mr.  C.  said  therefore  he  would  pro* 
pose  a  limitation  to  particular  latitudes,  so  as  to 
make  the  intermediate  ports,  if  established,  such 
ones  as  should  secure  us  all  the  advantages  we 
might  have  a  right  to  expect  from  them. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  of  Yirginia  said,  he  would  ask 
the  honorable  Speaker  one  question ;  rather  de- 
siring to  ask  it  or  him  now  than  after  he  resumed 
the  Chair :  Whence  came  the  cry  for  this  mci- 
sure  1  From  what  particular  section  of  the  coaa- 
trv  ?  Do  you  not  find  it  (said  he)  in  the  Mes9«e 
or  Qovernor  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Legis- 
lature i  in  the  Message  of  the  Governor  of  lfa»a- 
chusetts ;  and  in  a  certain  description  of  prinu  1 
He  would  not  ask  the  gentleman  whether  it  was 
to  be  fouqd  in  his  convention  or  not.  If  these 
British  Ministers  would  not  relax  their  policy  at 
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the  peril  of  kmmg  thtir  wmUf  BIr.  R.  aaid  Ihay 
would  huiif  relax  it  fof  onr  reitef.    If  the  Sb|^ 
lish  voaiil  lose  six  millions  of  trade  by  this  mea- 
mre,  ireshonldalso  loee  the  market  for  oar  horses, 
moJo^  staves^  aad  lamber;  there  were  two  sides 
to  tint  bamia;  and  ha  realty  thought  it  was  r^ 
faio^alime  in  wisdom,  to  aoppoee  that  these 
Eoglish  Mioistefs,  who  nndentaad  so  well  their 
iauresi  as  Rgards  their  places^  as  to  regard  the 
public  sentimeat  of  Bnffland.  and  noi  the  elamor 
of  the  eolouss— he  wished  every  im&isteralwaf  s 
nndeisteod  the  sabject^as  well,  and  every  people 
their  owaiateiesta  as  well— «that  they  would  relax, 
to  giro  «t  relief.    Suppose  the  British  Govern- 
meal  ihoold  not  yield.    Whv,  then,  we  are  to  go 
to  Sooth  America,  and  get  these  six  millions  of 
the  artieies  we  bow  get  from  the  West  Indies. 
GouJd  we  de  so  "?  Mr.  R.  asked.    Would  the  peo- 
ple of  Sosth  Ai&eriea  take  our  staves,  our  lum- 
ber, oor  horses,  our  mules,  and  our  lackasses? 
SbooJd  we  carry  coak  to  Newcastle?    How 
•boold  we  pay  for  these  artieies  1 

But  the  gentleman  asked,  where  would  the 
British  colonies  get  suppliesi  since,  as  he  had  also 
said,  it  had  been  demonstrated  by  the  gentieoun 
from  Marylaad— Mr.  E.  was  sorry  he  had  lost 
the  benefit  of  that  argument,  for  the  gentleman 
must  have  demonstrated  what  wae  ttodemonstra- 
bie— that  the  colonies  eould  not  get  them  but 
from  us.  Why,  Mr»  R.  aaid,  these  very  South 
American  coloDies,  whom  the  gentleman  wished 
so  heattily  to  see  recognised,  could  furnish  these 
very  articles.  And  the  opening  of  themj  so  far 
from  being  the  remedv  to  the  evil  under  which 
we  labor,  would  actually  aggravate  the  disease. 

It  was  verv  well  known^Mr.  R.  said,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  American  Revolutioui  these  colonies, 
then  provinces)  had  aa  open  trade  with  the  West 
India  co/onies,and  got  a  habit  of  supplying  them, 
which  ereo  the  American  war  did  not  entirely 
break.    If  that  did  not  entirely  break  it  off.  but 
at  its  eoaetasion  the  intercourse  was  reaewea ;  if 
the  islands  could  go  seven-years  without  oor  sup- 
plies, did  the  gentlemen  believe  that  thev  could 
not  do  without  them  for  any  length  ot  time? 
This  idea  of  aurving  the  West  Indies— of  brings 
iag  Great  Briuia  to  her  marrow-bones,  was  sug^ 
gesied  ia  1807 ;— We  had  tried  aU  these  things^ 
and  o«ir  measores  had  been  wholly  unavailing  as 
to  their  avowed  object.    After  remarking  on  the 
effect  of  our  measures  heretofore  on  the  colonies, 
Mr»  R.  said,  that  oar  system  then,  was  liable  only 
to  the  name  Direction  as  the  gentlemaa's  system 
now,  that  it  produced  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
effeet  which  we  wished  it  to  produce. 

We  set  about  starving  Bogland  and  coercing 
her  by  refusing  to  receive- her  maaafaotores ;  we 
found  chat  would  not  do,  and  we  have  now  set 
about  mining  manufactures  of  our  own— as  much 
Bs  to  say^  for  he  was  stating  it  argomentatively, 
that  the  power  of  receiving  British  manufactures 
beingr  a  gpceat  power,  it  was  the  interest  of  the 
coaattf  to  destroy  that  power.  So  it  was  now 
Dfoposed  to  act  in  reieard  to  the  colonies.  The 
fact  wae,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress m  combiiiatami  of  interests  in  thia  Hoase-— 


net  speaking  disrespectfully  of  them  therefor; 
for  in  bodies  politic  they  will  continue-^male 
and  female  created  he  thems  they  will  unite— 
jroH  cannot  keep  them  asonder-^a  combination  of 
interests  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  bad  given 
the  heaviest  blow  which  has  yet  been  inflicted 
oa  the  navigation,  of  wikieh  the  honoraUe  mem- 
ber had  spoken  to-day,  and  which  he  was  eon* 
vinced  it  was  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
in  one  point  of  view,  to  foster  and  encourage. 
But  gentlemen  in  a  certain  quarter  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  R.  said,  had  done  all  they  could  to  convert 
the  trident  into  the  distaff,  and  now  called  upon 
the  House  to  pay  the  cost  of  converting  their 
spindles  into  new  tridents.   - 

In  his  humble  judgment,  he  said,  there  was  bat 
one  view  of  this  question  in  which  we  have  a 
serious  iaterest.  He  could  not  look  at  it  withoux 
going  back  to  oor  formier  system  of  commercial 
restriction,  which  had  ended,  as  selfishness  and  ill- 
neighborhood  generallv  does,  in  a  fight.  In  that 
too  this  system  woula  end,  provided  it  had  the 
effect  the  gentleman  had  anticipated  from  Ji<"*for, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  wished  it  to  m  nnderstood  that 
he  grounded  his  arguments  on  the  eflSeacy  of  (hat 
which  he  believed  would  prove  utterly  inefllcient 
and  futile.  Knowing  what  I  do,  said  Mr.  R. — 
little  enough  God  knows,  but  enough  for  this^I 
look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  are  to  htfve  the 
great  struggle  with  Great  Britain  Ibr  the  mastery 
of  the  seas;  to  which,  as  to  length  of  duration 
and  bloodiness,  Mr.  R«  said,  the  great  contest  be- 
tween the  naval  forces  of  England  and  of  Holland 
in  former  days  was  but  a  skirmish.  If  the  object 
was  to  encourage  this  contest,  to  hasten  the  strug- 
gle, by  making  regubitions  to.get  us  all  the  sea- 
men in  the  world,  and  raise  ifs  manj  of  oar  own 
as  we  could,  in  one  view  of  the  subject  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  adopted.  But,  supposing  it  could 
reach  the  mark,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  give  his  assent  to  the  bill.  This  was  one  of 
those  instances  in  which  theory  did  not  prove  ia 
practice  what  was  expeoted  irom  iu  Not  that 
be  denied,  that  if  this  country  was  to  be  defended 
agaiast  a  great  maritime  Power^  it  mast  be  by  a 
fleet— on  that  point  he  had  not  the  sllghteat 
doubt ;  but  his  own  opinion  was,  that  it  would  be 
as  well  for  the  present  to  count,  and  not  only  to 
count  but  to  pay  the  cost,  of  the  last  contest  be- 
fore we  courted  another.  Not  that  he  believed 
that  would  be  done.  I  was  once  visionary  enough 
to  believe,  said  be,  and  the  progress  of  the  pay- 
ment justified  it,  that  we  were  about  to  present  to 
the  world  the  spectacle  of  a  nation,  having^funded 
its  debt,  that  paid  it-^^but  no  such  good  nick  for 
us.  Uofashidna^e  as  it  had  become,  denounced 
(ot  renounced,  should  he  say  7)  by  its  old  sup- 
portenEs,  and  certainly  not  taken  up  by  those, 
in  this  particular  instance,  who  once  opposed  it, 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  still  for  the  doctrine  of  re- 
trenchment, of  economy,  taking  the  hand  of  this 
Government  out  of  the  pocket  and  off  the  person 
of  the  citizen  wherever  it  can  be  done--off  the 
person,  he  said,  for  the  effect  of  putting  the  hand 
in  the  pocket  is  to  pat  it  on  the  person-^he  said 
tf  the  peiaon,  especially,  in  respect  to  thb  system 
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of gfvat  mtf itloie  foree  |  for,  wtd  he,  foil  may  hAM 
dU  llie  aeuDeo  in  the  worki,  and  let  war  break 
out,  there  k  no  mode  by  which  yooean  eommaDd 
the  8erf  ke  of  a  noflobeir  of  eeatnieo  suffieieot  to 
Man  a  reapeeiable  force,  bot  by  imprettmciit. 
For,  if  we  fo  into  the  systeDi  <m  bounties  a»d 
yreflunma,  ia  time  of  war,  of  biddlag  for  seamMi 
tlw  price  which  will  corotiian«l  then,  wbeli  neu- 
tral nations  are  gtvinjgf  th«  highest  pnces,  we  go 
into  a  systeat  that  this  cotiatry,  gteat  as  it  is  des- 
tined to  be,  eren  nader  the  grossest  ntismansgo- 
meot;  aannot  support*  i  wul  trouble  the  Com* 
Mittee  no  longer. 

Mr.  Barra,  of  Haryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
to  show  that  the  ezteosion  of  onr  natigatioo, 
yariaanlarlT  nadar  the  r^ulations  proposed  in 
regard  to  the  proportion  of  American  seamen  to 
te  OMTied  by  oor  vessels  in  foreign  trade,  would 
acrminly  tend,  as  Mr.  RonaRTSON  had  desired 
ta  bO' proved,  to  strengthen  oar  maritime  foroe, 
iaerease  the  nnmber  of  onr  seamen,  aad  keep 
them  ia  oor  own  aertiee. 

Tiie  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
9Bd  obtained  kav«  to  sit  again. 


Satid^day,  Febmary  1. 

Mr.  MiDDiAToii,  from  the  committee  appoiated 
on  ttfe  petition  of  William  Bmith,  leaaor,  of 
Charlmtoff,  Sooth  Caroifaa,  madea  report,  which 
was  read ;  when,  Mr.  M.  reported  a  oill  ftt  the 
relief  of  William  8mith,  leoior,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole  oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  lohn  Thompson. 
>  Mr«  Bbabp,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
fiamael  H.  Har^r ;  which  was  read  twice,  aad 
ooasmitted  to  a  CommitUfe  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  to  provide  for  the 
dne  eaecntion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  Sute  of  Indiana,*'  was  read  twice, 
aad  refewed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodieiary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  enable  the  people 
wf  the  weatarn  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
so  form  a  constitution  and  State  governoMOt ; 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  tato  the 
Union  oa  an  e«|oal  footing  with  the  original 
States;''  was  read  twice,  aad  oommuted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bttl  of  this  Htwse 
>Qf.the  same  title. 

COMMERCIAL  mTEBCOUBSB. 

The  House  agaia  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oa  the  bill  ^  to  prohibit  all  eommaroial 
interooiirso  with  ports  ok"  pltnes  into  or  with 
fwbich  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  are  not 
eadinarily  permitted  to  eater  and  trade.**  Mr. 
F4>BaTTB'e  motioa,  to  sobatitute  high  duiieB  ia 
Ilea  of  the  measure  contemplated  by  the  bill, 
being  still  under  ooneideration-* 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  of  South  Carolina,  roee  ta  ex- 
press his  views  of  the  subject.  His  prdiminary 
observations  escaped  the  reporter;  they  were, 
b^wever,  prineipally  descriptive  of  the  policy  of 
Oreat  Brttain  in  regard  to  her  West  ladia  eelo* 
^  And  nplieaiery  to  these  who  hmA  ia  dahaia 


advised  agiinsC  atMapU  ta  aoBftiamet  iL  lf,ia> 
deed,  it  were  true  thus  ihene  was  aoaathiagia  the 
ehaiactet  t>f  the  British  eokmial  paliey,  er  of  thi 
British  nation,  whieh  mado  it  wise  ts  sohmit  ts 
Mke  a  shara  of  that  trade  imdar  the  nstriedoai 
she  thought  fit  to  impose,  aad  not  Biinwpiiii  ssake 
it  her  iatereet  to  adopt  a  mora  liberal  pstiey,  the 
objectioaa  were  lisundad  la  reaaoa.    Bntf  u  this 
principle  wvreanee  admitted,  he  faorw  aotwhtss 
to  fix  a  limit  to  St.    If  ahe  migiity  wa^r  thiiaifa> 
meat,  withosa  coanteractioo,  prehibic  ear  aari* 
gasioa  to  her  West  India  pnssmmioiiAi,  whf  aet 
also  to  thoae  of  the  Bast  1    Aad  wIit  aoc  lo  aay 
of  her  doaHDioos  in  Batope  ar  elacmeaa?  Bap- 
pose  Fiaace,  instead  of  England,  erere  ooacend 
in  this  ^aestton,  aad  that  the  prokibilSoa  was  sf 
our  navigaiioa  to  her  Mcdtiarraaaaa  pom:  b 
there  a  asaa  who  woald  tmf  that  we  ooght  ts 
consent  that  Preueh  vessels  sbo^d  briag  lo  ui 
the  produce  of  tha  Freaeh  coaat  oo  tbe  Mediier 
ranean,  aad  recaive  omr  prodaetioas  in  retom, 
whilst  Americaa  vescds  were  extladed  from  any 
participation  in  ihe  mule  9    He  presaased  aot  | 
and  yet  he  saw  aosuhamMal  diflmente  batweea 
the  case  sopposed  and  that  which  already  eiosta 
and  to  which  this  bill  has  rderenoe.    Oa  genem 
principles,  Mr.  L^  took  it  for  granted,  that  whe- 
ther we  do  or  i»»t  cooateraet  thia  policy  afoiwat 
Bri  tain,  was  a  qtKsttoa  of  expedieoey  mereljr.    It 
seamed  proper  to  him  that  some  coantcrvaiiiag 
measure  should  be  adopted,  toiaduee  Chaat  firlt* 
Bin  to  adoMt  us  to  a  partiaipatioa  ia  tkfe  aav^*a> 
tion  to  her  West  India  colonies^  whdst  ahe  ad- 
mits us  to  a  partidpatioa  lo  that  trade. 

It  bad  been  said  that  there  was  sometkHig  ii 
her  navigation  system  to  whieh  the  Goveroment 
of  Englaad  was  so  Btiached*-chat  it  was  aoiixei 
in  the  afectKms  of  the  people  Vkd  ia  the  prioci* 
pies  of  the  Ghnremmcnt,  thati  however  tajiirmis 
the  system  to  us,  we  ought  not  to  eater  tato  a 
eontest  to  ofamin  its  lelaEatioa.  Aithaugb  Mr. 
L.  did  tiot  undertake  ta  siy  thsa  we  sbaold  work 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  Baglaad  by  el«ber  tbe 
bill  or  the  sahsQtnte  hefoie  the  Comiakiee^  be 
could  not  concur  in  the  views  which  had  b^tm, 
eapressed  in  relatioa  to  the  ungatioa  system, 
and  he  believed  gcatlemea  were  wrei^^  ia  attrib- 
uting to  it  thM  almost  superstttioas  veaeimiioa 
said  to  he  eaceitBiaed  far  it  by  the  Biatiab  Qov^ 
ernment.  He  did  hot  believe,  he  aaid,  tbac  tbe 
Oeeeiameot  would  fiod  any  dtfficahy  in  telaxlag 
its  policy,  if  it  were  flsade  H»  anpaveax  iaseiest  to 
tlooa  lie  foraied  his  oftatoa  less  from  what  be 
hadheeid  of  the  dtspositioa  of  tbe  pemde  ot  of 
the  Qovernmeac  than  from  what  be  mud  oa 
their  stotate  boeL  If,  oa  eaamiimtiaii,  it  were 
found  that,  ia  order  to  aeeare  artaales  of  tbe  fiiac 
necessity,  tbe  laost  important  prtaeiplea  of  chat 
system  had  beea  oecasioaBlly  abaadaaed  or 
changed,  aad  that  reoeatly ;  if  geatiemca  eoaild 
not  sfaowaomething  coaaectcd  aritb  thestsio  of 
this  country,  sooie  difficulty  otK  yet  fdewed  to, 
which  will  lead  them  to  refuse  to  oa  what  they 
have  yielded  ta  others,  this  ebjcctioa  to  eav  met* 
iag  oa  the  sabjeet  might  he  compleOBbf  .^ 
Mr.  L.  pioeeeded  to  cite  iastaaaea  af  ber 
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ti«ii  of  her  oaffgation  and  colonial  system  frotab 
her  sMtate  book. 

Bf  sn  tcc  of  1806,  he  said,  tnany  artides,  and 
amoDg  them  live  stock,  might  be  imported  into 
the  British  West  Indies  from  any  eoaotry  in 
Aoieriea  but  the  United  States,  in  the  vessels  of 
soeh  coQDtry. 

By  the  act  of  1807,  masts,  timber,  flax,  hemp, 
and  many  articles  of  na?al  equipments,  mieht  be 
imported  into  Bngland  in  any  ressels,'  although 
not  of  the  conntry  of  which  such  articles  are  the 
produce. 

As  to  the  gfeneral  attachment  of  the  Brfti^ 
Gkiferoment  to  this  system,  the  admission  of  im- 

F»rtatioo  of  certain  articles  from  ererv  other 
ower  but  the  United  States,  was  no  evidence  of 
the  mere  attachment  of  the  British  people  or 
GoverDmeDt  to  the  navigation  law.    It  was  be- 
cause she  found  that  certain  articles  she  could 
procure  ia  her  own  vessels,  others  she  could  not, 
that  she  submitted  to  the  principle  of  reciprocity 
in  some  instances,  and  consented  to  receive  in 
the  vessels  of  other  nations  what  she  could  not 
get  in  sufficient  quantity,  or  could  not  get  at  all, 
in  her  own.    Mr.  L.  said  he  believed,  too.  though 
be  had  not  seen  the  law,  or  a  quotation  from  it, 
that  she  bad  relaxed  her  system  in  another  par-" 
ticular.    Bermuda  had  been  declared  a  free  port, 
and  had  been  so  declared  in  anticipation  of  some 
such  measure  as  that  now  under  consideration. 
This  prored  that  Great  Britain  couid,  upon  oc- 
caMOD,  relax  her  system ;  tboutfb,  if  the  House 
decided  to  be  content  with  the  little  modicum  of 
trade  now  carried  on  with  the  British  colonies,  in 
the  vessels  of  that  country,  and  to  refrain  frocn 
acting  on  the  subject,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  Government  would  show  a  coosistency 
in  maintaining,  in  relation  to  us^  the  same  sys* 
tern  which  no  other  nation  admits,  and  which 
applies  to  tis  because  we  alone  are  willing  to 
submit  to  iL 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mf.  Hor* 
kinson)  seemed  to  suppose,  not  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  that  Gbvernment  to  relax  its  sys- 
tern,  but  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  coerce 
the  Government  to  admit  us  to  a  pai^ticipation  in 
this  navigation.    The  ground  taken  by  the  gen-* 
tleman  was,  that  the  attachment  of  the  British 
Government  to  the  navigation  law  was  so  much 
stroDger  than  its  attachmeht  to  the  colonies,  that, 
if  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  were  never 
so  great,  ita  greatest  efi^t  could  not  shake  that 
(Sovemmeot  and  people  from  a  system  to  which 
they  are  deeply  attached.   The  facts,  Mr.  L.  said, 
which  he  had  already  stated,  in  regard  to  relax- 
ations of  the  navigation  system,  furnished  a  com^' 
plete  answer  to  this  argunbfent  of  the  blind  adhe» 
rence  of  the  British  Government  to  its  navigation 
system. 

Conld  any  one  examine  the  situation  of  the 
West  India  islands,  without  being  satisfied  that 
the  effect  of  cutting  them  off  from  their  ordinary 
supplies,  naost  be  to  injure  the  prosperity  of  the 
mother  State,  and  impair  its  commeree  and  nav* 
igaiioa  1  The  operation  of  the  measure  embraced 
in  ihis  ImH  was  not  that  to  which  the  gentleman 
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referred ;  not  that  of  inflicting  local  distress  ftK 
the  islands,  to  which  the  British  Government 
would  be  indifferent;  but,  as  the  establishments 
in  these  islaads  were  connected  With  others  in 
the  mother  countrv,  where  indeed  many  of  the 
proprietors  resided,  the  result  of  the  measure 
Would  be,  Mr.  L.  firmly  believed,  to  produce  such 
an  impression  altogether  as  to  require  the  British 
Government  to  relax  its  system,  in  one  instanet*, 
as  it  already  had  done  in  others,  to  secure  a  gen- 
eral benefit.  Grant  that  one  of  the  islands  should 
substitute  the  culture  of  maize  for  that  of  sugar, 
the  effect  woold  be,  not  merely  a  loss  on  the  reV^ 
entie  to  the  West  India  planter,  and  to  the  pro^ 
prietor  in  Bngland,  but  also  to  the  commerce  Of 
the  mother  countryj  dkc. ;  and  in  thus  attempting 
to  deprive  her  neighbor  of  her  fair  claim  to  a 
share  in  a  trade  I'eciprocally  advantageous,  the 
British  nation  would  injure  its  oWn  navigation. 
This  reasonins;  would  show,  that,  if  Ghreat  Bri<^ 
tain  would  relax,  for  particumr  reasons,  as  he  had 
shown  she  had  done  hyretofore,  (his  measure 
would  furnish  a  strong  inducenyent  to  bet  to  d6 
so,  in  this  instance,  withont  attributing  to  it  c6^ 
ereive  efibcts.  In  this  latter  effect  of  the  bill^ 
however,  Mr.  L.  expressed  no  great  confidence. 
He  did  not  know,  he  said,  but  that  the  dfsadvan^ 
tage  which  would  result  to  British  navigation, 
from  the  employment  Which  an  addition  to  our 
navigation  (by  a  relaxation  of  her  policy)  would 
gire  to  2,500  American  seamen,  might  not  be 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  refuse  to  throw  open 
the  ports  of  colonies,  important  as  the  tneasure 
might  be  to  theih.  He  did  not  say  such  would 
be  the  result ;  but  surely,  if  the  motive  of  the 
present  policy  of  Great  britain  was  to  be  found 
in  the  watchTul  jealousy  of  a  rival  Power,  did  it 
not  furnish  a  strone  argument  why  every  meas» 
ure  on  the  part  of  this  Government  shonlld  be 
taken  to  counteract  it  ? 

Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the  effect  of  a  resort 
to  the  measure  before  the  House  should  be  to 
induce  Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  policy ;  or 
whether,  as  all  appealed  to  suppose,  to  make  theft 
trade  a  circuitous  one,  in  either  view  did  it  not 
hold  out  sufficient  inducement  to  us  to  adopt,  e vea 
though  it  might  involve  some  little  sacrince  dt  * 
other  interests?  For  himself,  he  saicL  he  did 
noi  believe,  however,  that  from  either  of  thesys^ 
tems  proposed,  the  Injury  to  those  interests  woulu 
be  anything  like  that  which  gentlemen  on  th^' 
one  hand  appeared  to  have  supposed,  and  on  the 
ether  to  have  admitted. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  not  vote  fbf  eithei^ 
of  the  bills  befoi^  the  Committee,  if  onlv  intend- 
ed  to  prodhce  a  relaxation  in  the  British  svsteth. 
He  discriminated  between  the  measure  embraced 
in  either  of  -these  bills,  and  those  measures  toi 
which  gentlemeii  bad  appeared  to  assimilate  it. 
In  doing  so,  he  said  be  should  vote  for  this  mea* 
sore,  not  merely  on  acctMint  of  the  tendency  ft 
might  have  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  the  Britnh 
colonial  policy,  but  because  it  must,  operate  as  it 
will,  produce  a  state  of  things  greativ  preferablef 
to  that  which  now  exists.  If  indeed  he  were  toB^ 
fide&t  that  this  bill  would  net  prodtice  mn  abtft^ 
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donmeat  of  the  policy  it  proposes  to  coaoteract, 
he  should  rote  for  it,  on  sccoaot  of  the  partition 
of  narigation  with  England  which  it  woald  effect, 

a  making  the  trade  with  the  colonies  circuitous. 
r.  L.  was  anxious  that  the  bill,  or  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  it,  one  or  the  other,  should  pass 
into  a  law ;  but  he  did  not  see  an  assignable  rea- 
son why  one  of  them  was  preferable  to  the  other. 
As  to  the  argument  used  by  the  Speaker,  in  oddo- 
sition  to  the  amendment,  that  the  duties  would  tall 
on  the  consumers,  at  the  first  appearance  of  this 
doctrine  it  was  some  answer  to  say,  that,  whilst 
of  one  portion  of  the  products  interchanged  we 
are  the  consumers,  of  the  other  we  are  the  pro- 
ducers. If  the  principles  were  true,  which  Mr. 
L.  by  no  means  admitted,  that  the  duties  on  that 
part  which  we  consume  would  fall  wholly  on  us, 
the  duties  on  the  other  portion  would  fall  wholly 
on  the  West  India  colonies.  But  Mr.  L.  did  not 
admit,  that  the  duties  proposed  would,  in  any 
material  deforce,  fal]  on  the  consumer ;  since  it 
must  be  evident,  as  he  demonstrated,  that  the 
price  of  the  articles  heretofore  imported  from  the 
British  West  Indies,  in  our  market,  must  be. reg- 
ulated by  the  price  at  which  we  can  import  them 
from  other  quarters.    If  they  continued  to  be  im- 


not  afford  to  sell,  nor  we  to  purchase }  in  which 
case  the  trade  would  be  stopped  altogether.  The 
articles  imported  from  the  islands  must  be  sold, 
not  at  the  price  which  their  merchants  could 
afford,  but,  in  consequence  of  their  competition 
with  imports  of  the  same  articles  from  other 
quarters,  at  the  same  price,  after  the  additional 
duty  should  be  imposed,  at  which  they  had  sold 
before.  But,  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  exporta- 
tion, and  all  the  charges  of  it,  it  must  fall,  in  a 
▼ery  considerable  degree,  on  the  consumers :  it 
must  do,  because  they  purchase  from  us  what 
they  cannot  procure  anywhere  else  on  the  same 
terms — articles  of  absolute  necessity.  Where 
Great  Britain  can  get  them  from  other  Powers, 
she  does  already  \  heavv  duties  being  now  laid  on 
those  articles  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  operation  of  the 
proposed  additional  duties,  it  was  evident,  Mr. 
L.  said,  that  the  cost  of  transportation  and  the 
duties  would  fall  principally  on  the  West  India 
colonies, 

Mr.  L.  confessed,  however,  that  independently 
of  the  considerations  of  interest  which  he  had 
urged — apart  from  every  view  of  detail — he  found 
great  difficulty  in  reconciling  to  his  judgment  the 
carrying  on,  without  even  an  attempt  to  counter- 
act It,  of  a  trade  which  served  exclusively  the 
Solicy  of  another  Power.  If  Great  Britain  had 
eclared  that  there  should  be  no  trade  between 
us  and  her  colonies,  it  would  have  been  proper  to 
submit  to  it.  But  to  admit  it  to  be  carried  oq  in 
such  ships  only  as  she  pleases,  to  obtain  for  her 
all  the  advantages  of  the  most  restrictive  monop- 
oly, might  not  a  case  occur  in  which  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  yield  to  this  policy  ?  It  would  be 
difficttlt  to  persuade  him  that,  fornistiiog  the  ar- 


ticles of  necessity  we  do,  and  seeing  the  iadas- 
trious  efforts  of  the  British  Government  to  ohtm 
them  from  every  other  country,  we  oqg'hc  longer 
to  yield  to  it  now. 

In  opposition  to  the  argument  io  favor  of  this 
measure^  drawn  from  its  effecting  a  partition  of 
the  navigation  with  Great  Britain  ia  the  trade 
between  this  country  and  her  colonies,  he  had 
scarce  heard  any  objection.  Some  geaileiaen 
seemed  to  think  that  the  effect  would  be  merelf 
to  divert  the  course  of  trade,  and  promote  the 
growth  of  the  English  Northern  colonies,  and 
that  it  would  not  lead  to  a  free  trade ;  to  which 
idea  the  establishment  of  a  free  port  gave  aa  air 
of  probability.  But  Mr.  L.  had  no  apprebeasiQi 
of  it.  The  policy  of  the  mother  country  as  to  the 
colonies  was  matured  and  settled :  whatever  a* 
couragement  could  be  given  to  her  North  Ama- 
ican  colonies  in  this  respect,  without  great  hazard, 
had  been  already  given ;  and  everything  had  beea 
already  drawn  from  that  quarter  for  the  supplj 
of  the  West  Indies,  that  could  be,  except  ar  gach 
a  price  as  would  destroy  cultivation  in  the  West 
Indies.  They  had  alreaciy  been  so  much  fostered, 
that  it  was  not  probable  that  greater  encourage- 
ment could  be  given  them.  Mr.  L*.  said  be  was 
not  sure  that  it  entered  into  the  national  policy 
of  England  to  encourage  the  growth  of  our  North- 
ern frontier  in  preference  to  that  of  oar  Southern, 
which  would  be  the  effect  uf  forcing  the  colonies 
to  obtain  their  supplies,  as  far  as  practicable, 
through  the  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  couirary,  he 
believed  she  had  more  to  fear  from  the  aogmea- 
tation  of  our  strength  in  that  quarter  than  aoj 
other;  and  that  anything  like  a  naval  force  on 
the  Lakes  would  be  regarded  by  h^r  with  at  lea&t 
as  much  alarm  as  on  the  Atlantic.  He  did  not 
believe  they  could  draw  greater  supplies  than  (hej 
now  do  from  the  Northern  provinces;  but^  if  it 
were  otherwise,  it  was  noi  the  policf  of  the  JBrit- 
ish  Government  to  add  to  our  strength,  ou  tl&e 
Lakes,  even  by  weakeaiag  it  on  the  AUautic. 

In  every  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  was  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  one  or  tbe  other 
of  the  forms  offered  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HopKiRSOii  said,  that  the  gentleman  had 
mistaken  him  when  he  had  supposed  hia\  to  have 
said  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  induce  the  British  Governmeut  to  abaa- 
don  its  policy  in  excluding  us  from  a  participa- 
tion in  the  trade  with  its  colonies.    That,  Mr.  H. 
said,  was  not  the  question  before  the  Commmee, 
and,  when  the  House  h  id  honored  him  with  their 
attention,  it  bad  been   hi^  endeavor    to  confine 
himself  to  the  question.    He  indulged  in  no  spec- 
ulative opinions.    The  inquiry  was,  solely,  whe- 
ther the  measure  before  tbe  Coaiiniuee  woaU 
have  that  effect.    The  course  of  my  argumeaCt 
said  Mr.  H.  was  this:  I  placed  myself  on  tbe  pre- 
mises of  the  Speaker — I  assumed  his  positioiz,sod 
used  his  redoubts.    Agreeing  with  him  is  his 
premises.  I  thought  upon  bis  own  grounds  a  suj£- 
cieot  answer  could  be  given   to   the  honorable 
Speaker.    The  ground  assumed  by  the  Speaker 
was,  that  the  navigation  system  was  the  filrst  ob- 
ject of  the  British  national  policy  i  that  hex  pnS' 
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perity  tod  the  cootfaiuooe  of  her '  fower  was 
consideredso  iatimately  coooeeted  with  it,  that  it 
waa  the  corner-BtoDe  m  her  strength,  the  feeder 
of  the  lamp  of  her  national  glory.  The  question 
was,  whetner  either  of  the  inaeasores  before  the 
Hoase  was  of  a  nature  iiitely  to  reach  the  sohjeet. 
The  freatleman  had  said  chat  any  feeling  of  the 
colonies  was  beside  the  mark ;  that  the  British 
Eidinistry  would  not  dare  to  more  a  stone  of  this 
sdifice  till  the  public  will  should  demand  it.  As- 
inmiog  those  grounds,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  en- 
learored  to  show  the  House  that  a  measure  di- 
rected against  a  small  amount  of  colonial  trade 
nrould  not  overcome  such  towering  obstacles;  that, 
Rrhen  you  desire  to  remove  a  noantain,  you  should 
lot  apply  your  force  to  a  molehill ;  that  when  a 
{leat  policy  is  to  be  changed,  it  is  idle  to  begin  at 
he  little  West  India  trade. 

Thus  mach  in  explanation.  But,  whilst  up,  he 
nrould  turn  his  attention  to  the  argument  of  the 
;entieman  from  South  Caroiina.  He  knew,  he 
taid;  that  when  he  attacked  the  arguments  of  that 
^tlemau,  he  waa  in  danger  of  failing  into  error 
limself.  On  the  present  occasion,  however,  he 
bought  the  gentleman  was  himself  in  error.  The 
[round  of  the  Speaker  was,  that  the  navigation 
not  the  colonial)  system  of  Great  Britain  was 
me  in  respect  to  which  the  nation  was  more  at- 
sched  than  to  any  part  of  their  policy ;  that  it  was 
ooted  ia  the  national  heart^-and  drew  the  con- 
lusion,  that  to  effect  a  change  in  a  sentiment  so 
eeply  rooted,  we  ought  to  attack  the  nation  at 
ts  extrenaities !  Now,  the  gentleman  from  South 
/arolioa,  to  show  that  the  Speaker's  premises 
rere  unfounded,  and  that  the  British  nation  was 
ot  so  superstitiously  attached  to  the  system  as  the 
Ipeaker  had  supposed,  brought  forward  instances 
B  which  she  relazed  from  the  rigor  of  her  system, 
f,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  understand  the  gentleman's  in- 
tances,  they  prove  directly  the  reverse  of  the 
[iference  he  wished  to  draw  from  them,  and  sus- 
lin  more  firmly  the  position  occupied  by  the 
Ipeaker  and  myself.  Our  position  is.  that  the 
avigation  system  is  the  darling  of  tne  British 
Ation:  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
peaks  of  the  colonial  system,  and  blends  them 
ogether  as  if  they  were  one  and  the  same.  But 
bey  are  not.  The  colonial  system,  Mr.  H.  said, 
a  the  instances  referred  to,  had  been  made  to 
ield — to  what  ?  To  the  navigation  system,  to 
rhich  commerce  was  made  subordinate.  Strictly 
peaking,  on  the  colonial  system,  the  British  Qov- 
rnment  would  insist  on  the  produce  of  its  colo- 
ies  being  carried  first  to  England;  but  they  per- 
aitted  it  lo  come  direct  to  this  country;  and  here 
ras  a  relaxation  of  the  colonial  policy.  How 
id  they  permit  it  to  come  here  ?  In  British  ves- 
tis,  navigated  by  British  seamen.  This  went  to 
liow  that  the  colonial  and  every  other  interest 
ras  made  to  bend  to  the  production  of  ships  .and 
eameo.  By  permitting  their  produce  to  be 
irooght  here,  directly,  aad.  confining  their  tcade 
0  their  own  v«»els,  they  extended  their  shipping, 
tnd  incieaaad  theii  seamcii ;  and  that  being  thoii 
>oiicy,  this  ajtoeptiooL-aaitwas  calied,'proved  tha 
ale ;  the  aomiaarfiai  pttt  of  tiie  oolanmayaMB 


was  made  to  yield  to  the  navigation  system. 
But  the  House  had  been  told  that  in  1807  an 
act  had  been  passed  by  the  British  Parliament 
perifiitting  articles  of  a  certain  description  to  be 
imported  into  England  in  other  vessels  than 
those  of  the  country  producing  them.  If  we  did 
not  look  at  the  articles,  said  Mr.  H.,  this  would 
be  a  good  argument ;  but  look  at  the  articles,  and 
it  goes  to  strengthen  our  ground.  They  were, 
he  said,  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  (masts, 
lumber,  hem^t,  cordage,  dtc.,)  things  essential  to 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  Navy* 
When,  therefore,  Great  Britain  had  relaxed  one 
part  of  her  navigation  system,  it  was  to  favor 
another;  when  she  had  given  away  something, 
it  was  to  get  something  more.  This  instance 
also  mentioned  as  an  excepcion,  was  a  sacrifice  m 
the  interests  of  commerce  to  those  of  navigation. 
She  had  given  on  one  hand,  to  make  more  on 
the  other.  The  other  instances,  also,  Mr.  H.  con- 
tended, went  to  sustain  his  argument.  Was  there 
any  instance,  he  asked,  in  which  this  svstem  had 
been  relaxed,  except  in  relation  to  itself;  except 
where  some  small  advantage  had  been  surren- 
dered to  gaia  a  greater  another  way  ?  Was  there 
any  instance  in  which  the  navigation  system 
had  been  made  materially  to  bend  to  commerce? 
He  believed  not. 

Do  we  not  deceive  ourselves,  said'  Mr.  H.,  in 
regard  to  the  strength  of  this  necessity  on  which 
we  rely  ?  The  argument  is,  that  Great  Britain 
is  dependent  on  us  for  articles  of  the  first  neces- 
sity.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  was  a  theory  very 
much  cherished  some  time  ago  amongst  ns. 
But,  however  convenient  the  trade  of  this  conn- 
try  in  that  respect  to  the  West  India  islands,  since 
they  might  obtain  certain  articles  here  better, 
from  our  proximity,  than  anywhere  else;  to  say  • 
that  they  are  wholly  dependent  on  us  for  arti- 
cles of  the  first  necessity  was,  he  said,  in  the 
face  of  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years.  We 
had  set  out  on  the  starving  system  with  a  gtetx 
deal  of  courage,  but  not  with  much  success.  Our 
measures  might,  for  the  time,  have  raised  the 
prices  of  the  articles  they  used  to  get  from  US| 
and  of  their  production  to  us ;  but  it  had  been 
proved  that  the  necessity  for  our  supplies  was 
not  indispensable.  He  had  heard  of  no  individ- 
ual starved  there,  or  any  great  evil  the  people  in 
the  Islands  had  sustained ;  and  yet,  that  we  had 
prohibitory  laws  as  strict  as  we  ever  could  have, 
no  one  would  deny.  The  result  is,  said  he,  in 
conclusion,  that  your  laws  of  this  description  can- 
not be  executed ;  or,  if  executed,  that  they  cannot 
produce  the  efiect  calculated  on  from  them.  The 
West  Indies  were  either  furnished  without  our 
supplies,  or  our  supplies  reached  them  in  spile  Of 
all  we  could  do. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  substitute  for  the  bill,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  and  negatived— ayes  30.^ 

Mr.  jAOKSONyOt  Virginiai  renewed  his  motipn 
to  strike  out  the  first. section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CL.AT  (Speaker)  said,  if  a  mi^oritv  of  the 
Committee  was  opposed  to  acting*  on  this  sub- 
jeety  Jie  thwight  it  would  be  better  no^to  eapi 
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that  ditpositioo  in  the  form  now  proposed.  A 
postpoaement  of  ihe  subject  mignt  produce  a 
diiBrerent  impressioa.  It  would  be  extremely  uq- 
fortunate,  Mr.  C.  remarked,  if  we  sboold  say  at 
ODce  to  Qreat  Britain,  by  tbe  rejection  of  tbis 
billf  tbat  we  mean  to  acquiesee  in  ber  policy  in 
this  respect. 

Mr.  JAOKBOii  said,  tbat  the  decision  of  this 
question  would  be  by  no  means  deeisiTe  in  re- 

Sird  to  the  deposition  of  the  House  to  resist  the 
ritish  system.  It  might  so  happen,  that  the 
bill  woula  fail  in  consequence  of  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  two  systems  of  duties  or 
exclusion ;  that  a  majority  of  the  House  may 
concur  in  the  general  sentiment  in  favor  of  some 
proTisioa,  but  that  they  may  not  unite  in  opin- 
ion as  to  the  nature  of  that  provision.  If  the 
amendment  now  proposed  should  prevail,  it  would 
be  competent  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
renew  in  the  House  hu  proposition,  and  then  the 
whole  subject  might  be  postponed  iodefinitelv. 
At  the  next  session  it  mignt  be  more  deliberately 
taken  up,  and  this  or  some  other  course  be  pur- 
sued. As  to  guarding  a^inst  Qreat  Britain's 
understanding  of  our  opinion  on  this  subject,  said 
he,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  labor  in  vain  :  that 
she  will  as  well  understand  the  difficulty  of  our 
legislation  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of 
opinion,  if  the  bill  be  postponed,  as  if  ft  be  re- 
jected. 

Mm.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  wished  the  gentle- 
map  to  permit  the  biU  to  pass  to  the  House.  Mr. 
S»  added  a  few  words  respecting  our  exports  to 
the  colonies.  If  the  bill  passed,  the  colonies  would 
be  compelled,  absolutely,  to  get  their  naval  stores 
from  us,  and  the  navigation  employed  in  carry- 
ing them  was  not  incoosiderablo.  If  they  were 
compelled  to  get  them  from  the  mother  country, 
they  must  go  hence  to  the  mother  country.  These 
afticles  of  indispensable  necessity  constituted  a 
considerable  portion,  not  far  from  hal^of  the  six 
millions  of  our  exports  to  the  British  West  India 
colonies.  Mr.  &  said,  he  should  vote  against 
striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  prefeiring 
postponement,  as  not  showing  the  same  deter- 
mination to  submit  to  the  British  policy  in  this 
respect. 

Mr.  TxTLOft,  of  New  York,  said  that,  under 
azistiag  oireomstancee^  he  thought  it  best  not  to 
act  definitively  on  this  subject.  He  should  vote 
against  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
that  it  miffht  be  reported  to  the  House,  and  laid 
on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  wait  such  further  in- 
formation as  may  be  received  at  tbis  or  the  next 
Congress,  when  the  siui^ect  may  be  resumed,  but 
with  the  understandisg  that  it  should  not  be 
takeji  up  unless  further  ialbrmation  should,  be 
received.  It  would  then  be  left  in  the  situation 
which  he  understood  to  be  the  wish  of  the  ma- 
jority, without  being- decided  in  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  sen- 
timents on  the  subject.  He  considered  the  meas^ 
we  proposed  in  the  bill,  as  oae  of  perfect  |ustiee, 


which  had  beett  made  in  debate,  ealealaie&  ia 
prodaaa  an  impression  on  the  nriiM  of  the  Btiti^ 
Qovemment,  that  we  woakl  do  the  thiag  if  ws 
dare— for  that  was  the  amount  of  the  UHoieat— 

Lthat^ 


tbat  we  ought  to  calculate  the  costs, 
Britain  never  would  recede,  dbe.    Mr.  W.  aaid, 
he  was  sure  she  never  would  relax  her  policy, 
until  it  was  made  by  this  country  her  iaterastio 
do  so.    He  had  been  gratified  by  the  ofaeervalioaa 
of  his  friend  from  Sonth  Carolina,  which  had 
shed  a  light  that  had  dissipated  all  doubts  ea  the 
subject.    This  was  the  time,  if  ever  there  was 
one,  when  Great  Britain  could  be  iadaecd  to  re- 
lax ber  policy,  owing  to  the  seareUy  af  bicad* 
stuffs.    lie  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  despised 
the  Administration  of  England  and  tkcir  eonduct, 
but  he  had  no  hostilii^  to  the  people.    He  had 
forborne,  he  said,  early  m  the  doiate,  from  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  because  he  did  not  uuderstaad 
it  as  well  as  the  commercial  aaea  in  the  Hooaa. 
But,ashiscollea^neasd  thegenllemmii  freaa  South 
Carolina  had  uyf^^  so  lumiaous  a  fkw  of  the 
subject,  so  far  from  its  wanting  a  aMJarity,  he 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass  by  an  ovtrwhelmmg 
majority.    And  why  nat  1    it  had  been  said  it 
would  not  be  effeotnal  in  produeiiig  &  relaxatiiNi 
of  the  navigation  system.    Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
of  a  different  opinion.    It  would  starve  the  col- 
onies, sow  the  seeds  of  rebellion  among  ihem, 
dec,  and  compel  the  GovernaaeaLie  relax  or  loae 
them.    He  expatiated  further  on  the  reasonable- 
ness of  tbis  measure,  and  its  probable  eftcacy. 

Mr.  Jaok8^m,  in  consequenoe  of  the  urgent  re- 
quest of  several  of  his  frfendsj  withdrew  his  motion 
10  strike  out  the  first  seetioa  of  the  bilL 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Hooae,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  teme. 

THB  NAnGATION  BUX. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  (he  bill  coacera- 
ing  the  navigation  o(  the  United  States,  which 
having  considered  and  amended,  the  Commiliee 
rose,  and  reported  both  bills  with  amendment:*. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  biUs,  a  motioa 
was  made  by  Mr.  SHBFPfiv  to  postpone  it  indefi- 
nitely. 

But  a  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabley  finally  prevailed. 

Tne  House  then  took  up  the  second  bill,  as 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LowHOxa,  by  the  adr 
dition  of  several  new  sections. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed,  which 
gave  rise  to  considerable  conversational  debate. 


which  he  hoped  would  be  d^nitively  acted  on.    nth,  QeU»  Orifia,  Hahn,  Baidm^ 
Bo  was  t^nj,  he  said,  to  hear  9m»  rwnarka.'»<«darsia,  HcudridD^  BeeK  £ 


particularly  one  moved  by  Mr.  FoBsrrfl,  to  •^- 
qoire  tbat  the  fishing  vessels,  on  which  a  boanty 
is  paid  by  the  United  States,  should  be  manned 
by  a  crew  wholly  composed  (instead  of  three- 
fourths,  as  proposed  by  the  bill.)  of  Amencan 
citizens.  The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays-^yeas  71,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Ybas'  Messrs.  Alexander,  Aveiy,  Batboor,  Ben* 
nett,  Betis,  Blonnt,  Boas,  Brsdboiy,  Brooki^  Blyaa, 
BafweN,  Clid(r,  Cannon,  GhappeO,  Clart»  of  Noith 
OaroliM,  Ce^  Cesightou,  Uwcheroii,  Oripmr, 
IMakgton,  Basha,  Biohras,  Bdwsids,  Flstihsi,  Fovw 
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JiekMO,  iofaMOB  of  Yiigink,  Kcir  al  VirsinU,  Ki|. 
beam,  Kiag,  Little,  Lnmpkiii,  Lvle,  WiUiem  Maday, 
William  P*  Maday,  McCoy,  McLean,  Miller,  New- 
ton, Parrii,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanta,  Savage,  Smitk 
of  Virginia,  Southard.  Tajlor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel- 
liir,  Tbomaa,  Townaend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Whitemde,  Wileox,  Wilde,  Williams,  WiUooghbj, 
William  Wilson,  Thoe.  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Nat0 — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Champion, 
CilJey,  Conner,  Crawford,  DaTcnport,  Findley,  Gaston, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irring 
of  New  Tork,lewett,  Langdon,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lron, 
ManAi,  McKee,  Middleton,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moore,  Mose- 
Jey,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  M«  Nelson,  Noyes, 
Peter,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Root,  Ross,  Ro^vM»  Bchinek,  8harp,  Shefley, 
Smith  of  PeDnsyhrama,  Smith  of  Maiylsno,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stuart,  St«i«sa,  Tagfsrt,  TaUmadge,  Tool, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, WenA>rer»  Wiflun,  Wright,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 
The  Sp£AKBR  Toted  ia  the  n^gutire. 
The  bill  was  finally  amended  so  as  to  bring  it 
into  the  fMlowing  shape: 

A   Bin   ccnceming  the  NaTigation  of  the  United 

States. 

Be  ii  tnaeted^  Ae^  That,  after  the  fiiH  day  of  Sep- 
«jnber,  no  goods,  wates,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  im- 
)orted  into  the  United  States  fiom  any  foreign  port 
ur  place,  except  in  yeisels  of  the  United  States^  or  in 
inch  focelgn  Tessels  as  truly  and  wholly  belong  to 
he  citixena,  or  subjects,  of  that  couatiy  or  which  the 
foods  are  tho  growth,  nodoction,  or  manufactwro; 
\j  iirom  which  such  gora.  wans,  or  aeidkandiae^  can 
»nly  be^  oc  most  usual^  are.  fint  shipped  ibr  tvane* 
M>rtation :  Froviiei  nevertkBUttf  That  this  aol  shall 
mt  extend  to  the  tessels  of  any  £Ne%a  nation  whUh 
lae  not  adopted,  and  which  shall  not  adopt,  a  sioiihir 
Muiation  of  ooanmeroe. 

8xc.  2.  And  bt  U  Jurihtr  maeUd,  That  all  goeda. 
rarest  ox  merchandise^  imported  into  the  Uniled 
(tales  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaoinc  of  ^lis 
ct.  and  the  ship  or  tessel  wherein  the  same  shall  be 
■ported,  together  with  her  cargo,  tackle,  apparel, 
nd  farmture.  ihall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States  { 
nd  each  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  ship  or  Tessel, 
nd  eatgo.  shall  be  liable  to  be  seised,  pvosetuted,  and 
ondaaaned  in  the  aame  manner,  and  under  the  eame 
agnlaiioas,  restriotioBs.  and  pMnooas^  as  hxm  been 
AMiafim  OatabKahed  fiMT  the  reoaraty,  colleetimi,  dip- 
ribtt^on.  and  iiiwiasinn  of  i»rfcitnteB  to  the  United 
(taftaa  by  the  sevend  saiettue  law*. 

Sxo.  8.  AndhteUJwrikertmtM,  Thaft,a*srlha 
toth  day  of  September  nest»  tlm  bovntieB  and  allow* 
ne00  now  aUewed  by  law.  -to  Hm  owaeta  of  boats 
r  veaaels,  engaged  in  the  firfiaiasa.  ahall  ba  paid  oaly 
A  bomla  Of  veessH  the  cpswa  af  which,  or  at  least 
B^en-«ghthathiieoi;  shall  be  pioied  to  the  satiitetian 
f  tlie  collector  of  the  district,  where  such  boat  or  Tee- 
el  ahsiB  belong,  to  be  dthens  of  the  United  Stales,  or 
«raoiia  Ml  the  sobjeoli  of  any  teajgn  Prinee  or 

lUlttf. 

8xc.  4.  AndbeiifUHkertiuuifd,  Thatnegooda, 
wmtemf  or  manhandise.  shall  be  impMted,  under  pen« 
Ity  o#tafritBie  theiooi;  from  one  port  in  the  Unitod 
Hatea  to  another  pwlof  the  United  Statoe,in  a  yeatot 
■eionging  wholly  or  m. part  to  aanlgecft  of  any  loteigB 


Power;  but  thia  clause  shall  not  be  constnled  to  pko- 
hibtt  die  sailing  of  any  foreign  yessel  from  one  port  of 
the  United  States  to  another  port  in  the  same  Stotea « 
Prooufed^  no  goodi,  waies.  or  merchandise,  are  U3um 
in  sudi  yessel  from  olie  port  of  the  Unitod  States  to 
be  landed  in  another  port  of  the  same  States* 

Sac.  5.  ilnd  be  ii  Jurther  enacted.  That,  after  tho 
30th  day  of  September  next,  there  shall  be  paid  a  duty 
of  &hj  cento  per  ton  upon  eyeiy  ship  or  yessel  of 
the  United  Statoi,  which  shall  be  entered  in  adistrioC 
in  one  State  from  a  district  In  another  State,  except 
it  be  an  a^oining  State  on  the  seaooast,  or  on  a  nan- 
gable  river  or  lake,  and  except,  also,  it  be  a  coasting 
yessel  going  from  Long  Island,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  Island,  haying  on 
board  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  taken  in  ona 
Stato  to  be  delivered  in  another  State.  Pnmded^ 
nat  it  ahall  not  be  made  on  any  ahip  or  yesMi  haying 
a  licenw  to  trade  between  the  ^Ibrent  dktrlcto  of  the 
Unitod  States,  or  to  carry  on  the  bank  or  whale  fiah- 
erlee.  mare  than  once  a  yearr  Aa^  premded  oIm. 
That  if  the  owner  of  any  such  yeasal,  or  his  agent, 
shall  Bxova.  to  the  aatialaetion  of  the  collector,  thai 
thiee-Iburtha  at  leart  of  the  crew  thersoi;  are  Amerieaa 
dtixens,  or  persona  not  the  sulgecte  of  any  Ibretgm 
Prince  or  State,  the  dntf  to  be  paid  in  anch  caeeahall 
be  on^  at  the  rato  of  six  cento  per  ton ;  but  noUdflfg 
in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  rmpeal  or  eCeet 
a^y  exemption  from  tonnage  du^  giyen  by  tiie  eightft 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  proride  for  tha 
establishment  of  certain  districts,"  and  therein  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act  to  regulate  the  ooUeo- 
tion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
purposes* 

Sio.  6.  ilfid  bt  it  Jurther  enaeied.  That,  after  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  there  ahall  be  paid  upon 
every  ship  or  yemal  of  the  l^ted  States,  which  ahall 
be  enlevad  in  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign  port 
er  plaee^  Iha  same  tonnage  duty  which  wiMild  be  pay* 
able  by  a  yessel  belonging  to  the  Stato  or  eountij  to 
which  snch  foiaign  port  or  place  belong:  Pronded, 
kowenr.  That  if  the  owner  of  aneh  ahip  or  yeasal 
shall  poie.  to  thd  aatisiaotion  of  the  eeUector.  thai; 
two-thuds  at  least  of  the  crew  are  Aneriean  citiien%  or 
persons  not  the  subjecto  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
the  duty  to  be  paid  in  such  oaae  shall  be  onl^  at  tha 
rate  of  six  cento  per  ton :  And,  mraoided  ako.  That 
this  sectbn  shall  not  extend  to  ships  or  yessele  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  now  on  foreign  yoyegeoL 
until  after  their  return  to  some  port  of  the  unUad 
States. 

Sxc.  7.  And  be  a  further  enoKted,  That  the  seyeral 
bounties  and  remioiions,  or  abatemente  of  duty,  allow* 
ed  by  Ihii  act,  in  the  case  of  yessek  haying  a  certain 
proportfon  of  seamen  who  are  American  dtltens,  or 
persona  not  the  subfecto  of  any  foreign  Power,  ahall 
be  aUowed  only  in  the  eaae  of  yeaskis  Imying  audi  pro- 
portion of  American  aeamen  during  tlurir  whole  yey  age. 
unless  in  case  of  sickness,  death,  or  deeertion,  or  where 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  ciew  ahall  haya  been  taken 
prisoneis  in  the  yoyage. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  rending  wiibont  oppoaition,nnd  the  Hoiuo 
adjourned. 

MoMDAT,  Febraary  3. 

Mr.  HoPKivsoR  presented  a  petition  of  "  The 
Pennsylyania  Society  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
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tioD  of  slETer^T)  the  relief  of  free  oegroes  nnlew- 
fally  held  in  hondage,  mnd  for  improTing  the  con- 
dition of  the  African  race,"  praying  that  further 
measnres  may  be  adopted  for  ibe  protection  of 
the  rights  of  free  negroes.— Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's 
Message  which  relates  to  the  African  slare  trade. 

Mr.  Darlingtom  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Pennsylrania,  complaining  of 
the  many  and  great  impositions  to  which  tbey 
are  subjected,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of 
unjust,  absurd,  and  frivolous  patents,  which  have 
been  granted  to  a  set  of  speculators,  and  praying 
that  additional  restrictions  may  be  imposed  on 
the  issuing  of  patents. — Referred  to  toe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cbapp£LL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  have 
been  referred  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Black ;  the 
heirs  of  George  Nebinger,  deeeased ;  John  Dent; 
Jolm  Armstrong ;  Maria  S.  Tysoo ;  Nancy  Ai^ 
jtton ;  SyWanus  Townsend ;  and  Asa  Lyon ;  re- 
ported a  bill,  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  prio- 
eipal  and  interest  due  on  the  loan  office  certifi- 
cates thernn  named ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Landon  Carter,  deceased. 

Mr.  Hugh  NEL80x«,from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  State  of  Indiana,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancbt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  inio 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  doty  imposed  on 
foreign  spirits. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  frOm  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  ^'Anaet  to  explain 
the  act  to  authorize  certain  officers,  and  other 
persone,  to  administer  oaths,"  approved  May  the 
3d,  1796,  with  amendments;  ^*An  act  directing 
the  discharge  of  William  Smith  from  imprison- 
ment;'' *'An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  ena- 
ble the  President  of  the  United  States  to  hold 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  purpose 
therein  mentioned ;"  ^^An  act  providing  for  the 
division  of  certain  quarter-sections  in  future  sales 
of  the  public  lands;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Haslett;"  in  which  amendments  and  bills 
thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  '*  concerning  the  navigation 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  discriminating 
duties  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  > 

Mr.  Yamoey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabio,  deceased,"  re- 


potted the  sauM  withMt  amcndoMSt;  ani  the 
bill  was  committed  to  the  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gaze  and  Ri- 
cbaud. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  same  committee;  made 
detailed  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Peter  Caslard, 
Jumonville  de  Yilliers,  Madame  MontreuU,  John 
de  Castanado,  James  H.  Boisgervais,  and  Antoine 
Bien venue;  which  said  reports  were  seveTsIlj, 
read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  the  following  bilL^ 
to  wit :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Caslaid ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jumonville  de  Yilliers;  tbill 
for  the  relief  of  Madame  Montreail ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  de  Castanado;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Antoine  Bienvenue ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  Boisgervais :  which  aaid  biUs  were  sev- 
erally rend  twice,  and  conunitud  to  n  Coaamittee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Caze  and  Richnod. 

REPORTS  ON  VARIOUS  CLAUCa 

The  reporu  in  the  cases  of  Yilliers,  Mootrem'/, 
Bienvenue,  and  Castanado,  are  na  folldws: 

[Report  on  the  case  of  Jumonville  da  Tiffien.^ 
That,  in  the  months  of  December,  1814,  and  Jian- 
arj,  ISlfi,  the  American  troops  oUlcd  to  the  defmee 
of  New  Orleans,  and  commanded  bj  General  Andrew 
Jaduon,  were  Rationed  on  the  piantalion  of  Che  peti- 
tioner ;  that,  while  so  stationed  theie,  it  became  ne- 
eewsiy  to  use  lor  ftiel,  Ibr  the  use  of  the  troops,  a 
^nantaCy  of  feadng,  snd  die  petitioner  repeats  oCGon- 
gross  to  pay  him  the  value  thereof  and  abo  the  valne 
of  a  qnantity  of  sugar  cane  and  sugar,  whidi  ha  states 
weie  uaed  1^  the  traope  of  the  United  8tatee. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  &e  fencing  hav- 
ing been  made  use  of  for  Ihel,  which  eonid  not  have 
been  pmcured  of  the  ordinary  kind,  from  the  nature  of 
the  service,  and  the  drcumstsnces  under  which  the 
troops  were  colleeted  ibr  the  delenoe  of  New  Mesne, 
the  claimtnt  is  entitled  to  ielie(  so  lar  as  respects  th0 
value  of  the  fenoe,  but  that  the  Govemment  cannot  bo 
eoasidered  liable  for  the  destmctlm  of  the  cane  or  nao 
of  the  sugar,  it  being  nsilher  neoessair  for  the  service 
nor  for  the  sustenance  of  the  army,  rursuant  to  thia 
opinion  they  rsport  a  bill,  anthoimng  payment  for  the 
fence  only. 

.  [Report  on  the  case  of  Madame  HontreoiL] 

That  the  petitioner  owned  a  plsntstion  sitnaled  be- 
low  New  Orleans,  which  was  oeeopied  by  the  Amsri* 
can  army  in  1814  snd  1816,  and  upon  whkh  pnblie 
works  for  the  deftncs  of  tlie  coont^  were  eteeted; 
that,  in  consequence  of  such  oeeopation,  and  thesne- 
tion  of  a  iina  of  pahiic  wotka  thraagh  the  ptanlaCioa, 
it  has  received  eonsiderahle  tnjavy,  and  wooU  ce*  n 
oonsideraUe  sum  to  place  it  in  the  saaM  aHualioQ  It 
was  in  before  Us  ooci^ation. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  ia  en- 
titled to  Belief  and  therefore  r^ort  a  bill. 

[Report  on  the  case  of  Antoine  BienvenucJ 

That  the  claimant  was  owner  of  an  elegant  and  well 
furnished  house  situated  below  the  city  of  New  Or^ 
lean%  and  between  the  poaitions  oecnpied  ^  the 
American  and  British  armies  in  Beeembar*  1614^  and 
January,  1816.  In  canseqoeaoe  of  this  ritasta>n  oC 
the  house  and  the  two  armiei,  it  aficnded  n  ahelfeac  to 
the  British  aimy»  and  was^  by  General  Jnokeen,  or 
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d«r«d  to  be  ftrtd  on  with  hoi  ihot  for  its  dottnietioii. 
It  wms  Mverm)  times  fired  on  by  Commodore  Pattenon 
end  eet  fire  to,  which  wss  eztingmshed  by  the  British 
Ibrces*  In  conseqaenoe  of  the  destniction  of  the  house 
and  fiurnitore*  end  other  houses  edjaoent  to  the  dwell* 
ing-hoQseb  the  petitioner  has  sustained  considerable 
iKgary ,  for  which  he  prajs  Congress  to  remnnerate  him. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  entitled  to  r^ 
lief,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  for  that  porpose. 

[Roport  on  the  ease  of  John  do  Caslanado.] 

That  the  petitioner  owned  a  pbntation  and  honse 
sttuatad  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Missasstppi,  below 
New  Orieanst  and  that  a  betterf  was  erected,  by  order 
of  the  commanding  ofiNsr,  in  nont  of  the  honsOi  and 
close  by  it ;  in  consequence  of  irtiich  the  honse  re- 
ceived much  injury  from  the  British  artillery.  The 
petitioner  had  also  a  quantity  of  wood  and  hay  taken 
from  him  and  used  by  the  army,  for  whioh  he  requests 
that  he  may  be  paid. 

It  appearing  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  committee  that 
the  house  and  plantation  of  the  petitioner  were  injured 
in  consequence  of  their  occupation  for  military  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  wood  and  hay  were  necessarily 
used  for  the  army,  thev  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  relief  and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that 
eflect. 

THE  MILITIA. 
Mr.  Hahkison  offered  the  foUowing  resolation: 

JSesoAMA  That  a  eoounittee  be  appointed  to  inqniie 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are  ne- 
cessary to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
enable  the  Government  thereof  to  adopt  snch  a  system 
of  military  instruction  and  discipline  for  the  mil^ai  as 
to  make  it  a  sale  and  ei&ctuai  nationel  defence. 

The  House  haTiog  agreed,  by  a  small  majority, 
to  consider  the  resolution — 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  his  reaa- 
oos  for  offering  the  motion,  and  referred  to  the 
Conatitution,  to  show  that  CoogreM  had  no  power 
to  call  out  the  militia  for  the  parpoet  of  traiiting 
them,  or  to  grant  a  doilar  to  defray  the  expetse 
for  that  object.  Mr.  H.  ooncladed  by  eaying,  that 
he  belieredy  without  aduptiny  some  such  coarse, 
til  hope  of  training  the  militia  might  he  aban- 
doned, dbc 

Mr.  PicKBBiiiG  opposed  the  resolntton,  and 
spoke  ajgainet  its  object.  .  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  militia  could  never  be  disciplined  witboot  pla- 
cing a  part  periodically  on  the  footing  of  regular 
soldiers,  ana  that  idea  he  had  long  abandoned. 
He  thoiwht  the  General  Gorernment  ought  to 
be  sacisfied  with  arming  and  regimenting  the 
militia,  and  then  leave  their  discipline  to  the 
Sutes;  that  the  present  attempu  to  train  them 
were  attended  with  great  expense ;  and  that  the 
people  would  never  consent  to  place  the  grent 
power  contemplated  by  this  motion  in  the  hande 
of  the  Executive.  Mr.  P.  took  this  occasion  to 
dispute  what  has  been  frequently  advanced,  that 
General  Wasbinotom  bad  approved  the  plan  sub- 
mitted to  Congress,  in  1790,  by  Gkneral  Knox, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  but  that  General  Wabb- 
iNQTON  had  simply  sent  it  to  Congress,  without 
^preiisiiy  either  approbation  or  disapprobation. 
Mr.  Harrison  replied  to  Mr.  Pickering's  re- 
marks, and  referred  to. documents  and  other  testi- 


mony, to  establisji  the  fact,  that  the  plan  for  class- 
ing and  disciplining  the  militia  drawn  up  by  Gen- 
eral Knox  had  been  sanctioned  b^  the  jadlgment 
of  General  Washington;  and  said  Airther,  as  to 
the  popularity  of  the  motion,  he  was  ready  to 
take  it  on  himself,  and  was  willing  his  popularity 
should  be  sacrificed  in  attempting  to  accomplish 
an  object  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  coan- 
iry,  ac. 

The  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yamobt, 
laid  on  the  table. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA* 

The  Spbaker  then  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
otders  of  the  day ;  when 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  to  incorporate 
certain  banking  inttitntions  in  this  District. 

Mr.  Ranoolfh  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  those  bills ;  but,  on  the  sugij^estion  of  the 
SpBAXSB,  as  the  proper  way  of  gettmf^  at  his  ob- 
ject, Mr.  R.  varied  hia  motion  to  a  discharge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole^  from  the  further 
eottiideration  of  the  hiUs  mentioned.  Mr.  R«  then 
entered  into  a  wide  diacosaloa  of  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  additional  hanks,  as  at  present  eaur 
ducted,  condemning  the  policy  parsoed  by  the 
Government  on  this  sobject  alread|rt  and  agauMl 
chartering  other  companies  for  the  issna  of  paper, 
withont  probably  a  dollar  of  capital,  Ac.  Mr.  R« 
spoke  nearly  an  hour,  in  his  usual  diflTose  and  do- 
sahory  manner. 

Mr.  Lewis  replied,  that  the  object  of  the  biU 
was  mistaken,  for  it  was  to  make  the  hanks  aboat 
to  be  chartered  pay  specie,  instead  of  authorizing 
them  not  to  do  it ;  and  said  the  very  bank  now 
under  consideration  had  more  specie  in  its  vaults^ 
in  proportion  to  its  capital^han  anv  bank  Soath 
of  Philadelphia ;  that  this  District  had  less  bank 
capital,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than  any 
city  in  the  neighhoring  States,  and  he  coald  see 
no  reason  for  refusing  them  charters,  4c. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  replied,  and  spoke .  again  at 
great  length. 

Mr.  Sbbffby  replied  at  great  length,  to  what 
he  termed  Mr.  RANOOLpa's  discourses  on  mat- 
ters and  things  in  general,  and  supported  the  iiip 
corporation  of  the  compainies  praying  cliarters.. 
as  demanded  by  justice  and  impartiality,  as  well 
as  other  considerations. 

Mr.  Randolph  rejoined,  and  entered  again  into 
a  general  review. 

Mr.  Herbert  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
granting  the  charters;  and  Mr.  QoLDSBOROoea 
spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Messrs.  Calhoun^  Ross,  .and  Desha,  made 
some  remarks  on  questions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  unconnected  with  the  bills  before  the 
.House. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  ths^ 
Whole,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bills 
referred  to,  was  taken  and  carried. 
^  The  question  then  recurred  on  the  other  branch* 
of  the  motion,  viz.,  to  postpone  the  bills  indefi- 
nitely. 
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Mr.  PtTBR  rMe  to  of^%  the  motion,  sod  to 
leply  to  Mr*  RAitDOi.PB,  but  the  queetioo  beio|^ 
alretdy  taken  oo  ooe  division  of  the  qiiestioo,  it 
iVRs  coDiidered  not  to  be  in  order  to  debate  the 
remaining  branch  of  it  at  tbi«  stage  of  the  business. 
•  AAer  some  oonversation,  the  question  on  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bills  was  taken, 
«ttd  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  77,  nays  64, 
418  follows : 

Ybas — ^Mssfii.  Adsm%  Adgate,  Alezsader,  Archer, 
Barbour,  Bsssett,  Bateman,  Bsylies,  BeniMtt,  Betls, 
Boss,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Csrr 
of  Maanchusetts,  Chsminon,  ChappcU,  Cilley,  Clin- 
ton* CUndeanint  Condic^  Cook,  Crawloid,  Darlinglon, 
Deiha,  Edwudi,  Fom^,  Hahn,  Hale,  HaU,  Sam- 
mond,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Hopkinson, 
Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King,  Langdon,  Law, 
LitUe,  Lyle,  WUUam  Maday,  WUliam  P.  Maclay, 
Marsh,  Mason,  Miller,  Moore,  Thomas  M.  ICelson, 
Parris,  Pidiens,  Piper,  RsndoljJi,  Reed,  Roane,  Root, 
Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  TanI,  Tellair,  Thomss,  K^ler, 
Tose,  Wallsce,  iWheaton,  Whiteside,  Wflcox,  Wfl« 
Dams,  WMliam  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Nats-  Messw.  Athertan,  Aveiy,Baer,  Baker,  Bifda- 
eye,  Btooat,  Biooka,  Gady ,  Oaldwail,  Comstoek,  Oioeh- 
evstt,  Cnlpiysr,  Bavenport,  Forsyth,  GeldsbeioQgh, 
Qoodwyn,  Htunrison,  Hawes,  Haibsit,  Hngar,  Hun* 
flHftidt  Ining  of  New  York,  Jackaant  Kerr  of  Virginia* 
Sihown»  I«awis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin*  Lyon* 
MoCoy*  McLean,  MiJnor,  Moffitt*  Moseley*  Jnemiah 
Ilslaoni  Hugh  Nelaan*  Nawlon,  Peter,  Piokering,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Reynoldi^  Rice,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sharp,  Shefiey,  Southard,  Steanu*  Stuart*  TaUmadge, 
Taylor  of  New  York*  Tsylor  of  South  Carolina,  Town- 
aand.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  WendoTsr,  Wilde,  Wil- 
kin, Willoughby*  Thomas  Wilson*  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes 
of  unchartered  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbiai 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


TfTSBDAT,  February  4. 

Mr.  LowNDBs.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
apd  Means,  to  wnich  have  been  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  the  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  in  Phila- 
delphia, Boston,  and  New  York,  and  the  petition 
of  sundry  mercnants  and  coppersmiths  in  Boston, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained,  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

JKesolMei,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
who  ask  that  'Opiate,  braziers'  and  still  copper" 
be  exempt  from  doty,'  ought  not  to  be  grantea. 

Mr.  JoBN80ir«  fVom  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afikirs,  reportea  a  bill  respecting  the  ransom  of 
American  captives  of  the  late  war|  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm,  dis- 
abled and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers. 

Mr.  JoBMaON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  inquiry  they  were  instructed  to 
make^  into  the  expediency  of  educating,  at  the 
Miliury  Academy  at  West  Point,  the  sons  of 
those  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  bat-* 
tie,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


[The  report  stsitea  tluit  the  committee  havt  ca»> 
sidered  the  aobject,  and  h%ve  inatroetcd  thtic 
ehairman,  when  the  bill  for  est«bUshlag  ad(ii* 
tional  Military  Academies  almll  eome  o^  ta 
move  an  amendment  thereto,  embmci^  the  ob- 
ject above  mentioned.] 

Mr.  TnoMAa,  from  the  Committee  on  ladiaa 
Affairs,  made  a  report  respecting'  the  amoaat  of 
capital  employed  in  tmde  with  the  Indians^  which 
was  read ;  when,  Mr.  T.*  reported  n  bill  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indmn  tii^ 
and  to  exclude  foneigoers  from  n  pnrticipaiton 
therein ;  which  was  read  twice,  aadeoaamitlcd 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  whde 
Houses  to  which  is  committed  the  hill  for  the  re- 
lief or  certain  sufferers  during  the  lete  war.  bs 
discharged^  from  the  eonsidemtioa  thereof,  '%ui 
that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Gbmbbt,  the  Coounittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufiicturea  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by  law, 
Louisville,  in  the  State  oTKentscky,  a  port  of  en- 
try and  delivery. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  discharge 
of  William  Smith  Irom  imprisoomeat,  was  wetid 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Comsuttee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of 
this  House  qf  the  same  title. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  mgkingan  appropri- 
ation to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Statei 
to  hold  treaties  with  the  ladiaa  tribes  for  the  pur- 
po«e  therein  mentioned,  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  select  committee ;  and  Mr.  WrLUAMa, 
Mr.  RoBBBTBOK,  Mr.  Tbomab,  Mr.  McLbajt,  Mr. 
Jabsbon,  Mr.  HsaaBBT,  and  Mr.  Cavt,  were  WLp* 
pointed  the  oommittee. 

The  bill  from  the  Seoaie,  providing  for  the  di* 
viaioB  of  oertaia  quarter  sections  in  future  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  was  read  twice  and  commit* 
ted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Haslett,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means. 

The  amendmeau  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  hili  ^*  to  explain  the  act  to  author ixe  certain 
officers  and  other  persons  to  administer  oadis,  ap- 
proved May  3d,  1796,"  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Maolxt  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  manufacturers  of  iron,  in  the  county  of 
Honungdon  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pra^ng 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  iron 
imported  into  the  United  states. 

Mr.  ScBENCK  presented  a  petftion  of  soodry 
inhabimnts  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  \iehMlfof 
the  domestic  manuiactures  within  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  ScBENCK  also  oresented  a  similar  petition, 
from  the  merchants  or  the  said  city  of  N^  York  -, 
which  were,  respectively^  referred  to  the  Commit* 
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Protection  to  Ikmmtia  Maariitfactura. 


H.  or  R« 


ee  of  Commflrce  and  Mniiofafiluret^-^The  laat 
lamed  memorial  is  as  follows : 

?Q  tht  Aonorabk  tkt  8tnaU  and  Hommttf  BifruenUih 
tiveBc/the  United Statm im  Comgreu  amembhd: 
The  aMmorial  of  tiio  UMrchants  of  the  city  of  New 
Tork  leipectfally  mieeenU : 
That  your  manonaliitSy  iHtnessing  the  einkiiig  con- 
ition  of  the  eoouBercial  iatereits  of  oar  eountry,  ha^e, 
pon  iBTestifatinf  the  caases,  been  led  to  the  fall  ooa- 
ictioa  that  nothing  short  of  the  vrotecting  aria  of  the 
fovcnuaent  can  lescae  it  fiom  that  rain  to  which  it  is 
ipidly  e|»pzoaching. 

That,  eioce  the  petce  in  Earope,  the  interdiotioa  of 
[oropean  manofiictures  on  the  European  eontinent, 
inspiring  with  other  caases  which  we  shall  notice, 
u  not  onlr  occasioned  our  markets  to  be  glutted  to  an 
(arming  degree,  but  has  arrested  trade  from  its  beat 
ad  accustomed  channela,  and  gi^en  it  a  direction  which, 
'pursued,  must  inevitably  ultimate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
lercantile  estabKahments  of  our  country. 
Sympathy  and  patriotiim  combine  to  induce  us,  while 
n  this  subject,  to  apeak  also  in  behalf  of  the  manu- 
leturing  intereet  of  the  nation.  The  same  causes 
rhish  eve  operating  the  destructiMi  of  our  commeieial 
losperitf  are  fast  precipitating  oar  mannfactuciag 
mthren  to  the  abyss  of  ruia.  The  Ihte  of  the  one  is 
acieswufiiy  invoired  ia  thai  of  the  other,  aad  liie^des* 
Ay  of  the  natioB  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
rel6ure  of  both. 

It  is  a  lamentable  hftit,  that  oar  laws  operate  to  give 
igitive  commeroial  agents  adTantafos  in  this  oountryi 
rhich,  independent  of  fraudulent  dealing,  transfers  the 
ade  of  our  country  into  the  hands  of  transitoiy  stran* 
ers,  enables  them  to  monopolise  the  market*  drive 
or  merchants  from  business,  and  arrest  the  industry 
Tour  manufacturers. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  ibreign  merchant  to  ship  bis 
oods  to  this  country,  invoiced  at  very  reduced  prices, 
>  one  of  his  agents  here,  who,  having  entered  them, 
eUvers  them  for  sale  to  the  hands  of  another  agent, 
rho  is  ftmished  with  the  true  invoice.  The  owner  ia 
Bvond  the  loaoh  of  our  bws.  He  who  enters  them 
feels  to  know  nothing  of  them,  but  through  the  me- 
iom  of  the  invoice  he  teoeivee.  Ha  who  holds  the 
ve  invoioo  has  no  egaa^  in  Hieir  entiy .  Thnsy  they 
II  elude  the  penaltias  of  the  law ;  and  the  fevenae, 
le  merctont^  and  the  marnifaotoret,  become  the  cobh 
ion  victime  of  loraifa  jbaods. 
Added  to  thi%  sales  at  auction  are  eaeeesively  hoe- 
le  to  oor  mercantile  and  mannlactnring  interests, 
"bia  mode  of  sale,  besides  afibrding  to  foreign  agento 
Q  early  harvest  of  the  fruits  of  their  frauds^  gives  to 
lem  advantages  in  which  the  regular  merchant  can« 
iOt  participate^-advantagee  which  are  prohibited  to 
tiem  in  their  own  oountiy,  the  wise  pohey  of  which 
iterdicts  (except  in  a  few  instances)  all  sales  at  auc* 
ion,  owing  to  their  evil  effects  on  the  mercantile  and 
aanuihcturing  interests.  Bv  this  mode  of  sale,  the 
Kir  merdiant  w  strij^ed  of  aU  the  advantages  which  a 
eetabHshment,  large  expenditures,  and  a  long 


ourseof  hoooiabledeeDng,had  acquired  to  him;  whilst 
taaagaia^  bovnd  by  no  ties  to  this  eoantiy ;  vrfao  bear 
lona  of  its  boidena ;  who  perfimrai  no  dvU  doties,  nor 
iny  service,  in  peace  or  war;  vrho  ere  at  no  expense^ 
other  of  house  keeping,  store-rent,  or  derk-hire ;  who 
tfe  so  traasitory  as  seareely  to  bo  amenable  to  oor 
awa;— are  enabled  to  aumopoliie  our  money  and  oar 
narketi^  by  which  meaai  oar  merchants  are  obliged, 
in  many  inst«noes»  to  sacrifice  their  goods  tbroogh  the 


sanm  channel,  in  order  le  pay  their  beads  for  dntiei  to 
the  Govemment,  aad  many  eie  indaesd  in  amaiaals 
of  distress  to  raise  money  by  aales  at  auotien,  and,  by 
thas  concealing  their  inedveot  drenmslances  for  a  time, 
inveive  tbsmeelvee  aad  their  benefoetotv  in  raia^ 

It  is  too  oAea  the  case  that  one  foseign  agent  is  ai^ 
mitted  to  become  eecaiity  for  aaothar,  foe  datiea  which 
they  never  intended  to  pay ;  and  any-piobaUe  eaoiiea 
at  auction  is  met  by  the  oonnlervaiiing  act  of  abscond- 
ing and  leaving  their  bonda  anpaid. 

With  laspeet  to  the  mana&cturing  intereete  of  oar 
eoantiy,  year  memorial  think  proper  to  obeerve,  that, 
when  the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  made  an  appeal 
to  arme  necessaiy,  the  nation  found  itaelf  dependent 
on  the  enemy,  even  for  the  monitions  of  war  and  the 
elotUag  of  oar  avaiies. 

The  pcocaremant  of  these  eesential  sapplies  led  to 
an  illicit  trade,  which  not  only  drained  us  of  our  spa* 
cte^  but  toaded  to  estiagoish  patriotism,  demeraliie 
the  poople,  and  degrade  our  natioael  cheraetar.  Tbm 
necessitise  of  the  nation  |hen  called  for  domestic  maa- 
ufoctuves  as  the  on(y  remedy  for  evile  so  great;  aad 
adventnroas  and  patriotic  individuals,  relying  on  the 
permanent  protection  which  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  Government  would  afford  to  domestic  industry, 
embarked  largely  in  manufocturing  establishments,  in- 
aomuch  that  the  capital  vested  in  madunery,  buUdings, 
and  carrying  on  two  branehes  of  oar  nmaufoctures, 
alone,  amounted  to  $100,000,000. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  National  Legislature,  at  its 
last  session,  bestowed  upon  this  subject  a  wise  and  lib- 
eral consideratioB,  and  granted  such  encouragement 
as  Was  by  n»any  then  deemed  eulBden^  bat  which  hw 
since  proved  inadequate. 

If  England,  before  her  manafoctaree  were  exdnded 
from  the  Eaiopeaa  markete,  wee  vrilluag  to  eacoaater 
iamienee  votunlaiy  loaees  in  the  hope  of  destroying  oar 
infont  mannfodares  by  glatting  oar  market,  how  mash 
more  aniamted  mast  her  aflbrts  now  be  le  pieserve  to 
herself  the  oaly  legal  market  which  the  wiee  policy  of 
the  European  Powere  has  left  to  her  1  Bat,  notmthp 
standing  all  these  disadvantages,  we  are  copfident,  thai^ 
if  our  Government  will  continue  to  make  this  branch 
of  domestic  industry  an  object  of  its  solicitude ;  if  it 
shall  be  understood,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  it 
is  never  to  be  abandoned  or  deeerted— the  atruggle  will 
not  be  long— ^we  shall  become  able  to  competo  with  the 
foil  power  of  our  adversary;  our  capitalists  will  no  longer 
be  retrained  by  the  foar,  and  foreigners  no  longer  fod 
vrith  tile  hope,  of  oar  ruin. 

Adverting  to  the  means  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  oor  manufocturing  and  mercantile  intoreets,  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  the  fol- 
lowing as  measures  whidi  wiU  not  onfy  prove  condu- 
cive to  that  end,  but  operate  beneficially  on  the  interest 
and  proeperity  of  the  nation  at  large  r 

1.  That  the  duties  imposed  on  foreign  fobrice  by  the 
tariff  at  the  last  searion  of  Congress,  ustead  of  being 
liaiited  to  two  yean^  be  made  permanent. 

S.  That  the  importotion  of  cotton  goods  manafoc- 
tared  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  be  prohibited. 

8.  That  the  reveaue  laws  be  revaed,  and  eo  moA* 
fied  as  to  ezdade  foreigaen  from  becoming  snreHee 
for  dnties,  and  to  prevent  smuggling,  felee  InvoicsfH 
and  other  frauds  on  the  revenae. 

4.  That  a  da^  of  10  per  ceoL  be  laid  on  all  foreign 
goods  sold  at  auction,  vnth  the  exosption  of  estates  af 
American  bsnkropts  and  insdvents,  persons  deceased, 
and  sheriffii  and  marshals'  sales. 
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5,  That  it  b«  teoommaidBd  to  th*  officen  of  tlie 
Army  and  Navy,  and  to  all  eml  offioen  «f  tha  Unitad 
Stataa,  to  we  American  fabrio. 

And  your  menorialitta  fiiither  raqoeat  meh  aid  and 
protection' aa  wiU  prevent  the  meroanttle  and  mannfiic- 
titting  inteieata  ot  the  natiott  from  becoming  ▼ictima 
to  thil  foreign  policy  and  inflnence  whidi  ia  woifcing 
their  deatroction. 

•    And  yonr  memorialiati,  aa  in  duty  bound,  will  efer 
pray,  dee.  KING  dt  HILLH0U8E, 

And  ITSotheri. 

AMENDMENT  Tb  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  CuLPfiPBR  moved  to  postpone  the  ioterve- 
nioji  orders  of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  again 
takiDff  up  Mr.  PioxBiiB't  propositions  to  amend 
'the  Constitution,  which  were  under  discussion 
some  weeks  ago. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  morer.  and 
also  by  Mr.  Piokbns,  who  thoaght  the  subjeet 
had  been  so  fully  debated  that  erery  member  was 
prepared  to  TOte  on  the  question,  and  he  wished 
the  subject  to  be  taken  op,  that  it  might  be  deci- 
ded on  at  once. 

The  House,  however,  refused  to  go  iato  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution — ayes  59,  noes  73. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  aa  a  permanent 
fund  for  internal  improvement,  the  bonus  of  the 
National  Bank,  and  the  United  States  share  of  its 
dividends. 

Mr.  Calbouh  rose  and  obaerTed.  that  it  seemed 
to  be  the  fate  of  some  measures  lo  oe  praised,  but 
BOt  adopted.  Such,  he  feared,  would  be  the  fate 
of  that  00  which  we  are  now  deliberating.  From 
the  indisposition  manifested  by  the  Honse  to  go 
into  committee  on  the  bill,  there  was  not  much 
prospect  of  its  success:  yet  it  seemed  to  him, 
when  he  reflected  how  favorable  was  the  present 
moment,  and  how  confessedly  important  a  good 
system  of  roads  and  canals  was  to  our  country, 
he  might  reasonably  be  verv  sanguine  of  success. 
At  peace  with  all  the  world,  abounding  in  pecu* 
niary  means,  and,  what  was  of  the  most  impor- 
tance, and  at  what  he  rejoiced,  as  most  favorable 
to  the  countrv,  party  and  sectional  feelings  im- 
merged  in  a  liberal  and  enlightened  regard  to  the 
general  concerns  of  the  nation-— such,  said  he, 
are  the  favorable  circumstances  under  which  we 
are  now  deliberating.  Thus  situated,  to  what 
can  we  direct  our  resources  and  attention  more 
important  than  internal  improvements  ?  What 
can  add  more  to  the  wealth,  the  strength,  and 
the  political  prosperity  of  our  country  1  The 
manner  in  which  facility  and  cheapness  of  inter- 
course, added  to  the  wealth  of  a  nation,  had  been 
so  often  and  ably  discussed  by  writers  on  political 
economy,  that  he  presumed  the  House  to  be  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  subject.  It  was  suffi- 
cient to  observe  that  every  branch  of  national  in- 
dustry— agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  com- 
mercial*-was  greatly  stimulated  and  rendered  by 
it  more  productive.  The  result  is,  said  he,  that 
it  tends  to  diflfuse  universal  opulence.    It  gives 


to  the  interior  the  ndrantages  poaaeaaed  by  te 
parumost  eligibly  situated  for  tm4&  Itms^ 
the  country  price,  whether  in  the  aaie  of  the  lav 
product  or  in  the  jmrehase  of  the  artieiea  for  coa- 
sumptioB,  approximate  to  that  of  thecommereial 
towns.  In  tact,  if  we  look  into  the  natore  of 
wealth,  we  will  find  that  netfaiiiff  eaa  be  more 
favorable  to  its  growth  than  good  raads  and  cft- 
nals.  An  article,  to  command  a  price,  neat  not 
only  be  usefol,  but  must  be  the  sobjeet  oif  demand; 
and  the  better  the  means  of  eommereial  iater* 
course  the  larger  is  the  sphere  of  demand.  The 
truth  of  these  positions,  said  Mr.  C^  is  obvioos, 
and  has  been  tested  by  all  countries  where  the 
experiment  has  been  made.  It  baa  pnrticnlarly 
been  strikingly  exemplified  in  Eogland,  and  il 
the  result  there,  in  a  country  so  limited  and  so 
similar  in  its  products,  has  been  to  produce  a 
most  uncommon  state  of  opulence^  what  may  we 
not  expect  from  the  same  cause  in  oor  country, 
abounaing  as  it  does  in  the  grenteac  variety  of 
products,  and  presenting  the  greatest  &ciiUy  for 
improvements  ?  Let  it  not  be  said  that  iacernal 
improvemenu  may  be  wholly  left  to  the  eater* 
prise  of  the  States  and  of  individuals.  He  knew, 
he  said,  that  mneh  might  jvstly  be  expected  lo 
be  doae  by  4hem ;  but  la  a  eouatry  ao  new  and 
so  extensive  as  ours,  there  is  room  eaougb,  said 
he,  for  all  the  General  and  State  govemmeois  and 
individuals,  in  which  to  exert  their  resooreee. 
But  many  of  the  improvements  contemplated, 
said  Mr.  C,  are  on  too  great  a  scale  for  the  re- 
sources of  the  States  or  individoaJs;  and  many 
of  such  a  nature,  that  the  rival  jeaioUsy  of  ihe 
States,  if  left  alone,  might  preveou    They  re- 

Suired  the  resources  and  the  general  soperinten- 
ence  of  this  Qovernment  to  efifect  and  complete 
them. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  there  are  highM'  ^od  more 
powerful  considerations  why  Congress  oagbt  to 
take  charge  of  this  sabjecf.    If  we  were  ooiy  to 
consider  the  peeaniaiy  advaalagea  of  a  good  sya* 
tern  of  roada  and  canals,  it  might  indeed  adoait  of 
some  doubt  whether  they  ooght  act  to  be  left 
wholly  to  individoai  exertions;  but  when  we 
come  to  consider  how  intimaiely  the  scrength 
and  political  proeperity  of  the  Republic  are  coa- 
nected  with  this  subject,  we  find  the  most  urgent 
reasons  why  we  should  apply  our  resources  to 
them.    In  many  respects,  no  countrv  of  equal 
population  and  wealth  possesses  equal  materials 
of  power  with  ours.    The  people,  in  muscu/ar 
power,  in  hardy  and  enterprising  habits,  and  in 
a  loAy  and  gallant  courage,  are  surpassed  by 
none.    In  one  respect,  and,  in  my  opinion,  in  one 
only,  are  we  materially  weak.     We  occupy  a 
surface  prodigiously  great  in  proportion  to  onr 
numbers.    The  common  strength  is  brought  to 
bear  with  great  difficulty  oa  the  point  thar^may 
be  menaced  by  an  enemy.    It  is  our  daty,  thea, 
as  far  as  in  the  nature  of  things  it  can  beel&eted, 
to  counteract  thb  weakness.    Qood  roads  and  ea* 
nals  judiciously  laid  out,  are  the  proper  raaedy. 
In  the  recent  war,  how  much  did  we  soJEet  for 
the  want  of  them !    Besides  the  tardiness  and 
the  consequential  ineffieacy  of  our  military  moTe- 
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menis,  to  wint  mn  iacrested'ezpeme-WM  the 
eonotry  put  for  the  article  of  traniportation  alone ! 
Id  the  eveat  of  another  war,  the  saving  in  this 
particakr  would  go  far  towards  indemaiffing  09 
for  the  expense  of  eoostrocting  the  means  of 
tn  asportation. 

It  is  not,  howerer,  in  this  respeot  onljTi  that 
roads  and  canals  add  to  the  strength  of  the  conn- 
try.  Oar  power  of  raising  revenae,  in  war  par* 
Ucularly,  depends,  said  he,  mainly  on  them.  In 
[leace  oor  raTemie  depends  principally  on  the  im* 
posts;  in  war  this  source,  in  a  great  measure, 
tails,  and  iaternal  taxes,  to  a  great  amount,  be- 
some  necessary.  Unless  the  means  of  commer* 
:ial  intercourse  are  rendered  much  more  perieet 
ihan  they  now  are,  we  shall  never  be  able  in  war 
10  raise  the  necenary  supplies.  If  taxes  weae 
wliected  in  kind,  if,  for  instance,  the  farmer  and 
inechanic  paid  in  their  surplus  produce,  then  the 
lifficulty  would  not  exist,  as,  in  no  country  on 
sarth,  is  there  so  peat  a  surplus,  in  proportion  to 
its  population,  as  m  ours.  Bnt  such  a  system  of 
Axes  is  impossible.  They  must  be  paid  in  mo* 
ley ;  and^y  the  Constitution,  mtist  be  kid  uni- 
ormly.  What^  then,  is  the  eiEect  1  The  taxes 
ire  raised  in  erery  part  of  this  exteasire  country, 
iniformly ;  hut  the  expenditure  must,  in  its  na- 
ure,  be  principally  coimned  to  the  seene  of  mil* 
tar y  operations.  This  drains  the  «ireukting  me* 
Hum  from  one  part  and  accumulates  It  in  anoth- 
er, and  perhaps  a  Tery  distant  one.  The  result, 
aid  he,  is  obTious.  Unless  it  can  return  through 
he  operation  of  trade,  the  parts  from  which  the 
constant  drain  takes  place  must  ultinofately  be  im- 
K>Terished.  Commercial  intei«onrae  is  the  true 
enaedy  to  this  weakness ;  and  the  means  by  which 
hat  is  to  be  efiectcd,  are  roads,  canals,  and  the 
;oasttng  trade.  On  these,  coQibined  with  doraee* 
ic  mann&ctuiee,  does  the  moneyed  capacity  of 
his  country,  in  war,  depend.  Without  them, 
lot  only  will  we  be  unable  to  raise  the  necessary 
oppiiea,  bnt  the  currency  of  the  countrf  must 
lecessarUy  fall  into  the  greatest  disorder^-sueh 
IS  we  lately  experienced. 

But  on  ihia  subject  of  national  power,  what, 
aid  Mr.  C,  can  be  more  important  than  a  per* 
eet  unity  in  every  part,  in  (ieelings  and  seati* 
nents  %  And  what  can  lend  more  powerfully  to 
>roduce  it,  than  overcoming  the  enacts  of  dis* 
ancel  iHo  country,  eigoying  freedom,  ever  oo* 
copied  anything;  Like  as  great  an  extent  of  country 
18  this  Bepabltc  One  hundred  yeara  ago^  the 
nost  profound  philosophers  did  not  believe  it  to 
)e  even  possible.  They  did  not  suppose  it  possi- 
>le  that  a  pure  RepuUio  could  exist  on  as  jneat 
I  scale  even  aa  the  island  of  Qteat  Britain.  What 
Jien  was  considered  as  chimerical,  said  Mr.  C, 
ire  now  have  the  felicity  to  enjoy }  and.  what  is 
most  remarkabUi  such  is  the  happy  mould  of  our 
G(overnmenty  so  well  are  the  State  and  general 
powera  blended,  that  much  of  our  political  hap* 
piness  draws  its  origin  from  the  extent  of  our 
Kepublic.  It  has  exempted  us  from  most  of  the 
causes  which  distracted  the  small  Republics  of 
antiquity.  liCt  it  not,  however,  be  forgotten,  let 
it,  said  he,  be  forever  kept  in  mind,  that  it  ex- 


poaea  us  to  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  next  to 
the  loss  of  liberty,  and  even  to  that  in  its  conse- 
quence—dsnmtbn.  We  are  great,  and  rapidly«~ 
he  was  about  to  say  fearfully — growing.  This, 
said  he,  is  our  pride  and  danfferr-<our  weakness 
and- onr  strength.  Little,  said  M  r.  C.  does  he  de- 
serve to  be  intrusted  with  the  liberties  of  this 
people^  who  does  not  raise  his  mind  to  these 
truths.  We  ate  under  the  most  imperious  obit- 
ntion  to  oountemct  every  tendencv  to  disunion. 
The  stroa^st  of  all  cemeote  is,  unooubtedly,  the 
wiadom.  justice^  and,  above  all^  the  moderation 
of  this  House ;  yet  the  great  subject  on  which  we 
are  now  deliberating,  in  this  respect,  deserves  the 
most  serious  consideration.  Whatever,  said  Mr. 
C.^  impedes  the  intercourse  of  the  extremes  with 
this,  the  centre  of  the  Republic,  weakens  the 
Union.  The  more  enlarged  the  sphere  of  com- 
mercial circulation,  the  more  extended  that  of 
aocial  intercourse;  the  more  stroaglv  are  we 
bound  together;  the  more  laseparabie  are  our 
destinies.  Those  who  understand  the  human 
heart  best,  know  how  powerfully  distance  tends 
to  break  the  sympathies  of  our  nature. "  Nothing, 
not  even  diasimilarity  of  langoage,  tends  mere  to 
estrange  man  from  man.  I^t  us  then,  said  Mr. 
C,  land  the  Republic  together  with  a  perfect 
system  of  roads  and  canals.  Let  us  conquer 
space.  It  is  thus  the^  most  distant  parts  of  the 
Republie  wiU  be  brought  within  a  few  days  travel 
of  the  centre ;  it  is  thus  that  a  citizen  of  the  West 
will  read  the  news  of  Boston  still  moist  from  the 
press.  The  mail  and  the  press,  said  be,  are  the 
nerves  of  the  body  politic.  By  them  the  slightest 
impression  made  on  the  most  remote  parts  is  com- 
municated to  the  whole  system ;  and  the  more 
perfect  the  means  of  transportation,  the  more 
rapid  and  true  the  vibration.  To  aid  us  in  this 
great  work^  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  this  Re- 
public, we  inhabit  a  eeuntry  preaenung  the  most 
admirable  advantages.  Belted  around,  as  it  is, 
by  lakea  and  oceans,  intersected  in  every  direc- 
tion by  bays  and  rivers,  the  hand  of  indostrrand 
art  is  tempted  to  improvement.  So  situated,  said 
he,  blessed  with  a  form  of  Govevnment  at  once 
combining  liberty  and  strength,  we  may  reason- 
ably raise  our  eyea  to  a  most  splendid  niture,  if 
we  only  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  advan- 
tages. If,  however,  neglecting  them,  we  permit 
a  low,  sordid,  selfish,  and  secuonal  spirit  to  take 
possession  of  this  House,  this  happy  scene  will 
vmiiah.  We  will  divide,  and  in  its  consequences 
will  follow  misery  and  despotism. 

To  legialate  for  our  country,  said  Mr.  C,  re- 
qtiires  not  only  the  most  enlarged  views,  but  a 
Bpeeies  of  self-devotion  not  exacted  in  any  other. 
In  a  country  so  extensive,  and  so  various  in  its 
interests,  what  baeoessary for tbecommon good, 
may  apparently  be  opposed  to  the  interest  ofpaiw 
tiemar  aectioas.  It  must  be  submitted  to  as  the 
condition  of  our  gresAness.  Bnt  were  we  a  small 
Republic,  were  we  confined  to  the  ten  miles* 
square,  the  selfiah  instiaots  of  our  natave  might 
in  most  cases  be  relied  on  in  the  management  of 
public.afiairs. 

Such,  then,  being  the  obvious  advatnngui  of 
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iaterDtl  improreoieiiCSy  wlif ,  nid  Mr.  C^  abould 
tbe  House  heaitate  to  commence  the  system? 
He  onderstood  there  were,  with  some  members, 
CoDstitutional  objections.  The  power  of  Cob- 
gress  is  objected  to— first,  that  they  hare  none  to 
cut  a  road  or  canal  through  a  State  without  its 
eonsent;  and  next,  that  toe  public  moneys  can 
only  be  appropriated  to  effect  the  particular  pow^ 
ers  enomeraled  in  the  Constitution.  The  first  of 
these  objectioBs,  it  is  plain,  docs  not  appty  to  this 
bill.  No  particular  road  or  canal  is  proposed  to 
be  cot  through  any  Stau.  The  biU  simply  ap- 
piopriatos  money  to  the  general  purpose  of  im* 

Erofing  the  means  of  communication.  When  a 
ill  is  introduced  to  npply  tbe  money  to  a  par- 
ticular object  in  any  SutCj  then,  and  not  tUl 
theq,  will  the  question  be  fairly  before  us.  Mr. 
C.  gave  BO  opinion  on  this  point.  In  fact,  he 
scarcely  thought  it  worth  the  discussion,  since 
the  good  sense  of  the  States  mij|ht  be  relied  on. 
They  will  in  all  eases  readily  yield  their  assent. 
The  fear  is  in  a  difilbrent  direction ;  in  a  too  great 
solicitude,  to  obtain  an  undue  share  to  be  ex* 
pended  within  thetr  respectiTe  limits.  In  fact, 
he  said  he  understood  that  this  was  not  the  objec- 
tion insisted  on.  It  was  mainly  ut^ftd  that  the 
Congress  can  only  apply  the  public  money  in 
execution  of  the  enumerated  powers.  He  was 
no  advocate  for  refined  aigumenu  en  the  Consti- 
tution. The  instrument  waa  not  intended  aaa 
thesis  for  the  logician  lo  exercise  hie  ingenuity 
on.  It  ought  to  be  construed  with  plain,  good 
eenioi  and  what  can  be  more  express  than  the 
Constitution  on  this  very  point  9  The  first  power 
delegated  to  Congrea  is  compriaed  in  these 
words:  "To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises:  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  geneml  welfare  of 
the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises  shall  be  unifons  throughout  the  United 
Bmtes."  First«*the  power  is  given  to  lay  taxes ; 
next,  the  ob^u  are  enumemted  to  which  the 
money  accruing  from  the  exercise  of  this  power 
may  be  nnpUed ;  to  pay  the  debu,  provide  for  the 
common  delenee,  and  promote  the  geneml  wel- 
£sre ;  and  kst,  the  rule  for  laying  the  taxes  is 
prBS6ribed-*-that  ail  duties,  imposts,  and  cxeises 
ahall  be  uniform.  If  the  framers  had  intended 
to  limit  the  use  of  the  aaoney  to  the  powers  ait«- 
wards  eaumemted  and  defined,  nothing  eould  be 
more  easy  than  to  have  expressed  it  plainly.  He 
knew  it  was  the  opinion  or  some,  thei  the  words 
^  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  ror  the  common 
defence  and  geneml  welfare,"  which  he  had  just 
cited,  were  not  intended  to  be  referred  to  the 
power  of  laying  taxes,  contained  in  the  first  part 
of  the  seotitm,  but  that  they  are  to  be  nndeistood 
aa  dtstinot  and  independent  powers,  granted  in 
general  terms;  and  are  gmtified  by  m  more  de** 
tailed  enumeration  of  powers  in  the  suhseqomit 
part  of  the  Constitution.  If  such  were  in  fact 
the  meaning,  surely  nothing  can  be  conceived 
more  bungbng  and  awkward  than  the  manner  in 
winch  the  Iramers  have  communicated  their  in* 
tention.  if  it  were  their  intention  lo  make  e 
yof  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  general 


terms,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  imtieuUily 
defined  and  enumerated,  they  should  have  uM 
us  so  plainly  and  distinctly ;  and  if  tiw  words  '^le 
pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  eommon  ^ 
fence  and  general  welfare,"  were  intencled  hi 
this  siimmary,  they  should  have  headed  the  list 
of  our  powers,  and  it  should  hnve  been  stated, 
that  to  effect  tneee  general  objects  the  folknring 
specific  powers  were  granted.  He  asked  the 
members  to  read  the  section  with  nttentioa,  and 
it  would,  he  conceived,  piainly  ^penr  that  such 
could  not  be  the  intention.  The  whole  section 
seemed  to  him  to  be  about  taxes.  It  plainly  com* 
menced  and  ended  with  it,  and  nothuig  could  be 
more  strained  than  to  suppose  the  intermediats 
words  "  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  fisr  the  eoa* 
moo  delenee  and  genenl  welfiue^"  were  to  bt 
takea  as  indefwndent  and  distinet  powers.— 
Forced,  however,  ns  snch  a  eonstroetion  was,  ht 
might  admit  it,  and  urge  that  the  weeds  do  eonsti- 
tule  n  part  of  the  enumerated  powen.  The  Con* 
stitutioU)  mid  he,  gives  to  CongreH  the  power  to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roedi.  He  knew 
the  interpretntion  which  was  usually  given  to 
these  words  confined  our  power  to  that  oC  deng- 
noting  only  the  post  roads ;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  word  "establish,"  compiehended  sobm- 
thing  more.  But  euppose  the  ConstitntioB  lo  be 
silent,  said  Mr*  C,  why  should  we  be  confined  in 


the  application  of  money  to  the  enumemted  pow- 
ers? There  is  nothing  in  the  reason  ot  the 
thing,  that  he  conld  perceive,  why  it  should  be 
so  restricted;  and  the  nnbitoai  and  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Qovernment  ooineided  with  his  opio- 
ion.  Our  laws  are  full  of  inatanoes  of  moncf 
appropriated  without  any  rcfctenee  lo  the  ena- 
nwrated  powers.  We  gianied,  bjr  an  onnnimoui 
vote,  or  nearly  so,  fifty  thousand  ^iolinrs  lo  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  Csmoeai^  mmd  n  rery 
large  sum,  at  two  different  times,  to  the  Sninc 
Domingo  refugees.  If  we  are  restiieeed  In  the 
use  of  our  money  to  tbe  enumemted  powers,  on 
what  principle,  said  bv^eit  the  pntehnie  of  Lou- 
isiana be  justified?  To  pass  over  many  other 
instances,  the  identical  power  whieh  u  now  the 
subject  of  discussion,  has,  in  several  insunees, 
been  exercised.  To  look  no  further  baek,  at  the 
last  seesion  a  considemble  sum  was  granted  to 
complete  the  Cumberland  rood.  In  reply  to  this 
uniform  oouiee  of  legislation,  Bfr.  C.  expected  it 
would  be  said,  that  our  Constitution  wna  founded 
on  positive  and  written  principles,  and  not  on 
precedents.  He  did  not  deny  the  poeiUoa;  but 
he  introdueed  these  instances  lo  prove  the  uni- 
form senm  of  Congaess^and  the  oonntry,  (for  thef 
had  not  been  ofajeeted  to,)  ns  to  onr  powers ;  ni 
surely,  said  be,  they  furnish  better  evid^oe  sf 
the  true  interpretntion  of  the  Cooicitutioo  tbsi 
the  most  refined  and  subtle  aiguiaente. 

L«t  it  not  be  urged,  that  the  oonstmetioD  for 
which  he  contended  gave  a  dangerooa  extent  to 
the  powers  of  Congress.  In  this  point  of  view, 
he  conceived  it  to  be  more  safe  than  theq>postte. 
By  givfngm  reasonable  extent  to  the  mooef  power, 
it  exempted  us  from  the  necessity  of  giving  t 
stmined  and  forced  constrnetion  to  the  other  ean* 
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aerated  pMrer^  F«t  latMuic^i  he  md,  if  Um 
mblie  moa^  e««ld  be  applied  to  the  pnrehase  of 
LfOuisiaDai  as  lie  oootended,  then  there  was  no 
Doaatitotiimal  diffiealtyia  that  parchaee ;  boti  if 
t  coold  not,  tken  were  we  eonapelied  either  to 
len^F  that  we  had  the  power  to  purehaeei  or  to 
iram  some  of  the  enumerated  powers  to  prove 
«r  right.  It  had,  for  iaetanee,  been  said,  that 
re  had  the  right  to  purehase,  under  the  power  to 
dmit  new  States  -a  eonstrootion,  be  would  ven- 
nre  to  say,  far  more  forced  than  the  one  for 
tbich  be  eontended*  Sueh  are  my  views,  said 
lei  on  our  right  to  pass  this  bilL 

He  believed  that  the  pasaage  of  the  bill  would 
lot  be  mueb  endAngered  by  a  doubt  of  the 
lower,  as  be  conceived  on  that  point  there  were 
tot  many  who  were  opposed.  The  mode  is  pria- 
ipallf  objected  to.  A  system,  it  is  contended, 
»aght  to  be  presented  before  the  money  is  appro* 
iriated.  He  thought  differently.  To  set  apart 
he  fond  appeared  to  him  to  be  naturally  the  first 
iCt ;  at  least  he  took  it  to  be  the  only  jpiaelicable 
ourse.    A  bill  ftlled  with  deuils  weuid  have  but 

faint  prospect  of  passing.  The  enemies  to  aay 
lOssible  system  ia  detail  and  those  who  are  o|>- 
«oeed  in  principle^  would  unite  and' defeat  it. 
Thoogh  he  was 'Unwilling  to  incorporate  details 
1  the  bHi,  yet  he  was  not  adverse  to  psesenting 
is  views  an  that  point.  The  first  great  object 
ras  to  perfect  the  communicatioa  from  Maine  to 
louisiana.  This  might  be  £urly  considetMi  at 
le  principal  artery  of  the  whole  svstem*  Tlie 
ext  was  the  eonnexioa  of  the  Lakes  with  the 
[ttdsoQ  river*  In  a  politioaJ,  commercial,  and 
lilitary  point  oi  view,  few  objects  6ea)d  be  more 
mportant.  The  next  object  of  chief  iao^tenaUce 
ma  to  eonnect  all  the  great  cooimercial  points 
n  the  Atlantic,  Phiiad«phi%  B^more,  Wasb- 
igton,  Riehmoad^  Charleston,  and  Savannali. 
nth  the  Western  States;  aad«  finally,  to  perfect 
lie  interoourse  between  the  West  and  New  Or- 
ians.  These  seemed  lo  him  to  be  the  great 
bjects.  There  were  others,  no  doubt  of  great 
nportaDee,  which  weold  raaHTe  the  aid  ef  Gov«  I 
mment.  Tkt  faad  proposed  to  be  set  apart  ia  | 
liis  bill  was  about  six  hundred  and  fiity  thonsaad 
tollara  a  yeaiv  wkioh  was  duabtlem  too  naU  to 
ifect  soeh  great  objeete  of  ilMlf )  but  it  wWd  be 
good  beginnittg ',  and  he  had  no  doabt,  whea  it 
raa  onee  begnn,  the  great  work  will  he  finiahed« 
f  the  hilV  saeeeeds  at  the  »e«t  sessieni,  the  details 
an  be  atiaogid,  and  the  sysieea  comaaenced. 
ie  eottld  not  consider  these  whib  objected  merely 
o  the  mode  to  be  very  hearty  in  favor  of  the 
ysteoa.  Svery  msmbet  must  kaonr  that  ia  all 
;reat  mpcasates  it  is  neeesMtf  y  te  concede  some* 
hiiig-*-«9  it  is  impossible  te  make  all  think  alike 
A  the  minutitt  cf  the  mieasure  who  a«e  agreed 
D  priaaiple*  A  duj^if  ooovietioa  of  the  imper^ 
aaee  oi  the  thing  itself  is  almost  sure  to  beaa* 
xraoiiaiiied  with  a  liberal  spirit  of  eoncemion. 
Phe  eouMBittee  who  liitrodnotd  this  bill  gave  it 
he  shape  in  their  opiaiea  the  nrast  proper  in 
taelf  aad  the  most  likely  to-sueeaed*  If  it  can* 
not  peas  in  tta  present  farmaadiundee  the  pma» 
rat  aireBmitaaee%  itieeerlaialf  vmy  deulhlfol 


whether  it  ever  will.  He  fhlt  a  deep  soliettttde 
ia  relatioa  to  it.  He  was  anxious  that  this  Cea« 
gress  should  have  the  repamtioa  of  it,  and  he  wae 
the  more  so^  on  account  of  the  feelings  which 
had  been  created  against  it.  No  body  of  men,  ia 
his  opinion,  ever  better  merited  the  confidence  of 
the  ceuatry  thaa.  this  Coagrem.  For  wisdom, 
firmness,  aad  industry,  it  had  never  been  excelled: 
To  its  acts  he  appealed  for  the  truth  of  his  aasei^ 
tiotts*  The  country  already  began  to  experience 
the  benefit  of  its  foresight  and  firmness.  The 
diseued  state  of  the  cuneaey,  which  many 
thou^t -incnrable,  and  most  thought  eeuld  aet 
be  healed  ia  so  short  a  time,  beyms  to  exhibit 
symptome  of  epcedy  health*  Umnfiuenoed  by 
any  other  cenaiderations  thaa  loveof  cetwtcy  and 
duty,  said  he,  let  as  add  this  to  the  many  useful 
measnrm  already  adopted.  The  money  eannet 
be  appropriated  to  a  more  exalted  tise.  Bvevy 
portion  of  die  emBmnnity,ihe  fimaer,  aaeohaniei 
and  merohaai,  will  feel  ite  good  effecU;  aad, 
what  b  of  the  greatest  importance,  the  strength 
of  the  ooBununity  will  be  augmented,  and  its 
political  proeperity  readered  more  secure. 

Wkea  Bir.  Calboon  had  conduded  hie  re» 
marki^  Mr.  WaiUHT  moved,  for  the  parpose  of 
destroying  the  bill,  to  strike  oat  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Pioxaataa  eiid  he  did  not  admit  the  lati* 
tude  of  construction  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CALBOim,)  who  introduced 
the  bill,  to  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  whieh 
he  had  quoted.  Congress  had  power  "  to  lay  aad 
collect  taiee,  duties,  imports,  and  excises"— for 
what  purpose  1  ia  order  ^  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  geaeral  wc^ 
fkre  of  the  United .  States."  Hence,  the  gentle* 
maa  iaferted,  that  as  public  roads  aad  canals 
would  promote  the  geaeral  weUare^  therefon 
Gengrem  had  power  to  make  roada  and  canali. 
If  this  interpretation  bf  the  Constitation  be  eoor* 
rect,  then  the  subsequent  enumeration  of  pourers 
to  be  exercised  by  Congress  was  superfluous ;  for 
the  t^rms  '^  te  provide  for  the  general  wcl&fee^" 
would  embrace  the  fsUowing  eaamerated  pow^ 
Cf 8,  and  every  other  imaginable  pewev^  the  exev*' 
else  of  whien  woald  promote  the  '^gencMl  wel- 
fare*"    The  objeet  for.  which  the  rVawtitiitma 


IS  explicitly  decfaured  to  be  ^  te 
pflomotethegenenl  welfare  $"  andthelike.wosdi 
at  the  head  ef  the  specified  powers  appeeted  to 
Ms.  P.  as  iateaded  to  mark  the  Una  within  whieh 
the  powem  eapseased  or  fairly  implied  should  be 
exeieiasd  t  they  must  all  have  for  their  object  the 
i^geneml  welfitfeJ*  Than  follows  the  eauaasta^ 
tion  of  thepoweis  gcanted  to  Coiigfem:  all  ef 
which  are  taaaifestly  eakuUited  *^ta  {iremeie  the 
geneml  welfare."  From  the  specific  powen 
gmaied  to  Ceagfew  ^toesMkbhshpest  offieesadd 
post  roads^"  the  gemlemao  from  South  Carolina 
had.  iaferred,  that  Gongresa  had.  power  te  amhi 
seeds,  ea  which  the  pest  riders  might  travdl. 
This  constf  action  Bftr.  P»  believed  to  be  altegether 
erraneousp  He  mmcmheied  that  the  sapposieiea^ 
thaa  Ceagnss  aicht,  uader  that  claase,  exemise 
the  power  of  making  leads,  mk  aay  Stato^  aad 
wbaoRi  they  pkaaed^  was  efiered  aaaaeaioae  ol^^ 
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jeetioD  to  the  adoption  of  the  CoattitntioB  in  tlic 
Convention  of  Pennsyiranin,  of  which  Mn  P. 
(then  living  in  that  Slate)  waa  a  member.  And 
his  recollection  was  probably  the  more  perfect, 
because  he  answered  the  objections,  obserrinf 
thAt  the  power  "  to  establish  post  offices  and  poet 
roads,"  coaid  intend  no  more  than  the  power  to 
direct  where  post  offices  should  be  kept,  and  on 
what  roads  tne  mails  should  be  carried;  and 
this  answer  appeared  then  to  be  entirely  satis- 
fiictory. 

But  while  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
was  speakiuff,  it  had  occurred  to  Mr.  P..  that  if 
Congress  haothe  power  to  make  roads  and  canals, 
it  most  necessarily  be  an  implied  one,  and  under 
the  express  power  ^to  regulate  comoieree  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  tribes."  To  give  facility  and 
safety  to  foreign  commerce,  and  to  that  between 
the  seTeral  States,  in  what  is  called  the  coasting 
trade.  Congress  had  caused  light-houses  and  bea* 
eons  to  be  erected,  piers  in  rivers  to  be  construct- 
ed,  and  the  coast  to  be  surveyed,  to  ascertain  and 
mark  dangerous  shoals.  But  commerce  (whteh 
consisted  in  the  exchange  of  commodities)  was 
carried  on  by  land,  as  well  as  by  water ;  and  if 
Congress,  under  the  claiue  for  regulating  com* 
merce.  could  rightfully  do,  what,  from  the  forma- 
tion or  tho  Gbvernment,  they  bad  been  doing  and 
without  a  single  objection— erecting  light-houses, 
beacons,  and  piers,  to  give  facility  and  safety  to 
commerce  by  water ;  why  should  they  not  exer^ 
eise  the  like  power  to  facilitate,  secure  and  render 
less  expensive,  by  means  of  roads  and  canals,  the 
eommerce  6y  land?  This, as  it  had  occurred, 
Mr.  P.  suggested  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  section,  (taking  precedence  of  Mr. 
Wriobt's)  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  roads  and,'' 
so  as  to  confine  the  application  of  the  fund  ex- 
clusively to  canals. 

Mr.  HOOT  prooeeded  to  support  his  motion ; 
and  said,  if  the  imtional  resources  were  to  be  di- 
rected to  the  internal  improrement  of  the  country, 
lot  them  be  applied  to  objecto  the  least  interfering 
with  State  policy,  with  State  righu  and  sover- 
eignty, and  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  to  aid  in  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce. '  These  provisions  in  the  Conttitotion  he 
presumed  would  chiefly  be  relied  on  as  giving 

ewer  to  Congress  to  act  at  all  upon  these  snb- 
;ts.    It  would  hardly  be  pretended,*  be  said,  that 
the  authority  to  establish  post  offices  confers  the 

S»wer  to  lay  out  and  work  roads  in  despite  of 
tate  re|$olations.  The  construction  of  roads  is 
a  mnutcipal  regulation,  generally  much  more  lim- 
ited in  iu  operation  than  the  confines  of  a  State* 
Bxcept  in  some  great  leading  roads,  the  conve- 
nience of  counties  and  towns  and  even  of  neigh- 
borhoods, is,  and  ought  to  be,  chiefly  consulted. 
Roads,  said  Mr.  R.,  even  great  leading  ones,  are 
used  more  by  the  tahabitants  of  their  vicinity 
than  by  travellers  from  a  distance.  Not  eo  with 
caoala.  They  may  connect  distant  States ;  unite 
in  eommerciai  connexions  remote. parts  of  the 
BUtioo,  and  chain  them  together  ift  bands  BOt  lo 


be  severed  by  ambition  or  fiietioa.  The  dbtat 
boatman,  the  dbtant  meichant  make  me  of  tbt 
canal,  and  by  that  means  enhance  the  value  of  the 
farmer's  produce,  and  reduce  the  price  cf  mer- 
chandise necessary  for  his  eomtet.'  The  to  hab- 
itants of  its  immediate  vicinity  derive  bo  material 
advantages  from  it  which  are  not  shared  in  nearly 
an  equal  degree  by  their  more  remote  neighbors, 
unless,  as  sometimes  any  happen,  m  villm  or 
town  shall  spring  up  in  consequenee.  CmmK  cie 
therefore,  said  he,  more  properlr  an  object  of  na- 
tional r^rd.  Let  vour  surplus  treasure,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  it  would  seem  that  you  have  much 
of  it,  and  I  shall  not  urge  the  more  mpid  redac- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  nor  the  repeal  of  any  of 
the  taxes  at  this  time ;  let  your  surplus  treasore 
destined  by  this  bill,  not  to  be  wasted,  I  hope,  bat 
to  the  achievement  of  great  schemes  of  natioaal 
grandeur,  be  directed  exclusively  to  the  coastrae- 
tion  of  canals.  Clentlemen,  said  Mr.  R^  may 
suppose  that  I  have  my  eye  directed  to  the  con- 
templated great  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
upper  lakes  with  those  of  the  Hudson  river.  I 
have,  sir,  I  candidly  confess,  I  have.  If  we  are 
to  ^0  on  in  this  way ;  if  we  are  to  expend  the 
national  resources  on  objects  of  thb  kino,  said  he. 
without  waiting  to  examine  our  Goastitutiooai 
powers,  I  wish  to  see  a  great  national  work  ac- 
complished ;  to  sec  the  waters  of  the  Lakes  con- 
nected with  the  Hudson  and  the  Mississippi, 
Michigan  with  the  Wisconsin  and  the  Illinois, 
and  Erie  with  the  Wabash  and  Ohio.  The  inter- 
course between  the  Eastern  and  Western  States 
might  then  form  a  li^ture  and  a  cement  which 
no  Hartford  Convention  could  ever  dissolve. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  show  that  a  fond  set  apart 
for  the  construction  of  roads  would  not  only  ope- 
rate very  unequally  upon  diflerent  Slates^  but 
might  prove  prejudicial  to  fhe  roadts  themselves. 
From  what  he  had  heard  suted,  he  said,  he  pre- 
sumed  that  the  first  object  was  the  great  leaaing 
post  road  from  Portland  to  Savannah,  and  per- 
haps he  might  say  from  Wiscasset,  or  even  the 
bay  of  Passamaquoddy  to  St.  MaiVs.  This  road, 
he  said,  vras  already  made  from  Wilmington  ia 
Delaware,  to  Portland  in  Maine,  and  he  believed 
stHl  further  eastward.    It  is  generally  tumplked, 
and  by  incorporated  companies,  wno  own  ihe 
road|  receive  a  toll,  and  are  bound  to  keep  it  ia 
repair.    Will  those  corporations,  he  asked,  per* 
mit  you  to  apply  any  portion  of  your  fund  on 
their  roads,  under  your  direction,  and  wichoac 
their  consent?    They  might  thank  you  for  the 
money,  but  never  permit  vou  to  lessen  their  tolls, 
nor  to  work  upon  the  roads,  unless  eorrespondiiig 
with  their  wi^es  and  under  their  direction,    u 
you  were  to  attempt  to  lay  out  a  new  road,  or  to 
assume  to  youiielves  the  present  one^  I  imagise, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  vou  would  find  yowrself  aoo" 
qual  to  the  task.of  its  executioB.    An  asseswaent 
of  damages  to  iadivlduals  or  oorpomtiuns,  by  au- 
thorities under  your  control,  and  an  enioreeaent 
of  your  assumed  powers,  mi^t  meet  wtih  some 
little  obstacle  from  Slate  obstinacy,  if  youpleaae, 
and  eventnaliy  induce  you  to  beueve  that  you 
faadnoihiogtodowitlitheaul^t^  YoarnBUBey 
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ind  your  tolls,  mtbority  and  all,  woM  ifaen  tiok 
into  one  comnoB  grave. 

A  jfood  road  from  BalliiiM>re,  said  Mr.  R.,  to 
:his  Metropolis  is  nearly  completed.  The  art  of 
soDstfueting  taropike  roads,  and  he  might  say 
teienee,  too,  for  it  was  redoeed  to  a  science,  was 
raTelliog,  like  empire^  from  the  East  to  the  West, 
ind  to  the  Southwest.  It  wonld  presentlr  find 
ts  wiv,  aided  by  **  the  wise  men  of  the  Bast,'' 
rom  this  city  eren  through  Virginia,  the  Caro- 
inas,  and  Gteor^ia.  The  enterprise  of  individa- 
ils  and  corporations,  of  capitalists,  under  the  fos- 
erinff  care  of  State'  L^slatures,  already  wise, 
mt  daily  beooming  more  so,  wiU  cTentually 
(fleet  the  object. 

Bat  suppose,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  you  make  a  good 
■ead  at  the  national  expense  through  those  States 
vhich  hare  neglected  to  provide  for  themselves  1 
H  South  Carolinian  or  G(eorgian  may  find  a  trip 
:o  Congress  more  easy  and  pleasant,  but  is  it  iair 
:o  tax  the  industrious  and  provideut  to  make 
roads  for  the  Of  gligent  1  It  would  not  be  pre* 
ended,  he  presumed,  that  the  United  States  were 
o  erect  gates  and  gather  tolls  on  the  roads  of 
heir  construction.  How  unfiiir,  then,  would  it 
>e  to  give  a  free  road  to  the  n^ligeoC,  and  sub> 
eet  the  people  to  the  east  and  to  the  north  of 
his  city  to  the  payment  of  tolls?  It  would  be 
rranting  a  bounty  to  negligence,  which  justice  as 
veil  as  policy  forbids.  The  impolicy  of  the 
neasure  must  be  evident  to  every  discerning 
oind. 

An  accumulating  fond  is  created  for  certain 
lefinite  objects,  no  part  of  which  will  probably 
w  applied  for  several  years.  In  the  meantime 
ill  individual,  corporate,  and  State  exertion  will 
le  suspended,  in  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  na- 
ional  bounty.  The  most  negliflent  will  hope  to 
hare  the  most  as  their  roads  will  be  in  the  worst 
iondition ;  and  even  in  those  States  where  the 
oads  are  at  present  in  good  order  they  may  be 
(Offered  to  go  out  of  repair,  in  hopes  by  that 
neans  to  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  national 
'and.  But  a  worse  evil  still  is  to  grow  out  of 
his  measure  if  adopted.  Congress  are  hereafter 
0  direct  the  application  of  the  fund.  What  a 
leene  of  intrigue,  scrambling,  and  bargaining 
nay  it  not  exhibit  l--«ive  me  this,  and  I  will  give 
rou  that,  may  hereafter  become  the  arguments 
tddressed  to  nonomble  members.  He  wished  to 
)reserve  the  purity  of  legislation  unsullied-— ttn* 
sontaminatea  by  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  be  could  not  distinctly 
liscern  the  policy  of  setting  apart  any  particular 
fiind  for  a  particular  object.  When  any  proper 
>bjeet  of  national  expenditure  was  presented  to 
lis  mind  he  would  vote  for  it,  if  the  finances  of 
;he  country  would  justify  the  disbursement,  and 
!ie  eared  not  from  what  source  of  revenue  the 
money  was  derived.  His  only  care  would  be  to 
bave  it  faithfully  and  economically  applied.  It 
aras  true,  he  observed,  that  certain  portions  of  the 
revenues  had  been  set  apart  and  pledged  to  cer* 
tain  purpose ;  six  hundred  thousand  doHars  an- 
naally  to  be  derived  from  the  customs^  were  per- 
manently appffopriaied  to  the  oivii  list,  b9M  Ihk 


probably  grew  our  of  that  cave  wbteb  membeia 
of  a  former  Congress,  as  well  as  of  this,  felt  fbr 
themselvea-Hsharity  beffan  at  home.  A  milliott 
and  a  quarter  of  the  sales  of  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  were  pledged  to  Georgia,  and  five 
per  cent,  of  tne  sales  of  land  In  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana are  to  be  applied  to  the  making  of  roads  in 
and  to  those  States.  These  pledges,  said  be, 
grew  out  of  contracts,  the  firat  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  eonsideratidn  of  the  cession  of  that 
country  by  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
latter  in  consideration  that  the  United  States 
land  within  those  States  should  be  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  He  be* 
lieved,  he  said,  that  the  Western  lands  were 
originallv  pledged  to  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  but  he  imagined  <that  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  could  hardly  distinguish 
the  money  derived  from  a  land  office,  from  that 
derived  from  a  custom-house  or  an  office  of  excise. 

He  did*  not  like  nledges ;  they  would  either  be 
broken  in  cases  or  emergency,  or  embarrass *the 
fiscal  operations  of  Government.  Suppose,  said 
Mr.  R.,  that  you  had  had,  in  the  session  of  1914 
and  1815,  an  accumulated  fund  of  ten  millions, 
solemnly  pledged  to  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals,  would  you  not  have  touched  iti 
Would  you  not  have  seized  upon  it  to  save  your 
sinking  credit,  and  to  feed  and  clothe  your  army  1 
Yes,  sir,  you  would  have  done  it,  and  the  ocea* 
sion  would  bave  justified  the  measure.  What 
would  vou  say  of  an  individual,  Mr.  Chairman ; 
what  should  we  all  say,  of  a  man — ^a  planter,  for 
instance— of  large  estate,  who  should  pledge  his 
crop  of  wheat  to  one  object  of  expenditure,  his 
tobacco  to  another,  his  corn  to  another,  and  his 
cotton  to  another,  and  by  some  device  should 
attempt  to  put  it  out  of  his  own  power  to  change 
the  direction  ?  to  endeavor  to  put  It  out  of  his 
own  power  to  apply  any  portion  of  the  avails  of 
an  abundant  crop  of  one  kind  to  supplv  the  defi- 
ciency of  another  sort,  which  might  happen  to 
fail  1  We  should,  to  say  the  best  of  him,  declare 
his  conduct  very  indiscreet.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
by  expressing  a  wish  that  we  might  have  one 
great  national  purse,  well;  replenished,  and  tbaf 
Congress  might,  from  time  to  time,  order  liberal,- 
but  not  lavish  disbursements  for  every  object 
which  may  be  well  ealculated  to  render  this  na- 
tion  great,  prosperous^  and  happy. 

Mr.  RoBuaTnoii.  of  Louisiana,  next  rose.  He 
was  opposed  to  tne  bill  because  it  was  vague, 
general,  and  unsatisfactory ;  because,  in  fact,  it 
professed  much  and  meant  nothing.  Where  it 
was  free  from  these  objections  there  were  others : 
ii  spoke  of  a  pledge  where  there  was  ne  pledge; 
Congress  had  no  power  in  this  way  to  make  one; 
it  gave  rise  to  no  correspondent  right  vested 
in  individimls  or  bodies  corporate ;  no  interest; 
could  be  repealed  by  any  succeeding  Legislature ; 
and  had  no  one  feature  of  what  it-  was  called,  a 
pledge.  The  bill,  he  said,  was  too  general,  and 
where  it  was  specific,  it  was  equally  obnoxious 
to  ofiiticism.  The  gentleman  from  South  Care^ 
lina,  (Mr.  Cal&oun^)  (tern  the  wide  range  of  bit 
muguoleoDt  views,  had  singled  out,  as  alone  do* 
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•crying  the  atteaUon  of  the  Qencnl  GorersAeat 
r<mds  and  canals.  Edoeauon  had  been  forfot- 
tec;  education^  oo  which  depended  the  exiatenee 
of  thkf  Republic;  be  could  consider  no  subject  <^ 
to  mneb  importance;  none  which  so  argently  re* 
paired  the  aid  and  intervention  of  a  wise  Admin* 
istration.  The  people  here  are  the  foundation, 
the  essential  constituents  of  the  €k)?ernment ;  on 
their  wisdom  depends  its  wisdom ;  on  their  de* 
▼otion  to  freedom  depends  its  safety.  I  would 
strengthen  the  foundation  before  I  ornamented 
the  edifice.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  ia  tlus 
scheme  about  roads  and  canals;  it  does  not  swr* 
prise  bv  iu  ^noTelty,  or  enrapture  by  its  utility ; 
other  CfoTernments  have  efieeted  these  things  on 
plans  even  more  magnifioeni  than  we  propose. 
England  and  France  have  set  us  the  example. 
As  far  as  the  prosperity  of  nations  depends  on 
works  of  this  description}  there  is  scarcely  a  des- 
potism that  may  not  set  up  high  claims ;  have 
they  ever  endeavored  to  enlighten  the  people? 
No.  Have  we?  No;  because  we  are  humble 
imitators.  Did  the  happiness  of  a  people  ever 
enter  into  the  scheme  or  Administration?  No, 
never;  but  they  have  been  sufficiently  kind  to 
point  out  the  means  and  facilitaie  the  efforu  of 
increasing  wealth;  and  for  what?  That  they 
might  afterwards  filch  it  from  them  by  taxes|  or 
take  it  from  them  by  robbery,  to  expend  in  wars, 
On  roads,  canals^  palaces,  and  other  splendid  dis^ 
plays^  which  highminded  Govemmento  are  al- 
ways proud  to  bMsu  I  say  again,  let  us  edncaie 
and  instruct  the  people.  Nature  makes  man; 
education  makes  social  man ;  it  is  a  second  crea- 
tion. On  the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  a  people 
depend  republicanism.  Their  wealth  taiay  be  in* 
creased  by  roads  and  canals;  but  this  wealth,  if 
they  are  slaves,  is  not  distributed  among  the 
masa,  but  divided  between  the  Government  and 
the  favored  few.  Let  a  fwpU  alone  and  they 
will  be  sufficiently  rich.  Why  are  they  poor  ? 
Because  they  are  not  permitted  to  labor  aad  to 
aflJoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor  ia  their  own  way ; 
others  officiously  must  intermeddlek  Their  gov- 
arnocs  know  much  better  tbsn  they  how  to  man* 
age  their  afiairsi  and  all  this  ends  in  the  misery 
and  ignorance  and  slavery  of  the  many,  and  the 
corropiion,  bloated  insoletMC^and  uabridned  power 
of  the  few.  The  Constitmion  of  the  Untied 
Slates  is  an  anomaly;  the  friends  of  England 
aiect  to  assimilate  it  to  the  British  form  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  certainly  a  liule  more  resembles 
that  Government  than  the  Government  of  Tur- 
key; bm  it  IB  totally  diffeieat.  My  mind  can 
imagine  no  two  things  mora  opposite  than  an 
elective  aad  an  hereditary  Government ;  they  aie 
indeed  antipodes.  If  out  Constitution  then  is 
novel  and  smgular,  so  left  our  Administration  be. 
Let  us  not  servilely  copy  from  Europe  the  course 
of  policy  which  we  oi^ht  to  pnisue;  and  espe- 
cially as  all  other  naUone.have  been  ruined  by 
regulation  let  us  not  solit  on  that  rock.  Let  ns 
make  the  experioient  oileavinga  people  to  them- 
selves, and  as  we  do  not  now  allow  individuals 
to  interfere  with  each  other  in  the  exmtise  of 
iheu  rightsb  so  let  ns  as  a  Qovernmwst  Uy' tho 


game  restimiftt  npen  ourselves ;  rely  «pm  it  thiags 
will  go  on  as  well.  Theie  i«  at  lemst  as  moek 
wisdom  out  of  all  Governments  as  im  tbem. 
'  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  had  objected  to  this  bitt 
because  it  was  too  general ;  he  wished  to  osder* 
stand  it  more  specifieaily ;  ho  wbhed  the  gentle* 
man  from  South  Carolioa  to  descend  a  little  into 
delaiL  His  own  mind  wns  one  «f  thai  son  de« 
scribed  by  the  gentleman,  which  oeoid  notwiih 
ease  embrace  or  would  not  admit  gi«ad  aad  mag- 
nificent views  without  something  like  explsna* 
tioB  and  examinatioa.  He  wns  mitcasDasble 
enough  to  wish  to  know  some  such  &clo  as  these: 
where  and  when  and  by  whom  were  these  roaii 
and  canals  to  be  made;  who  was  to  have  tbs 
care  and  manngement  of  them  ?  Was  the  Gei- 
eral  Govecament  to  iaterfere  in  this  sort  of  mere 
police?  He  thought  it  belonged  nor*  properly 
to  individoals  or  to  the  States. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  beii^  ad- 
verse to  internal  improvements ;  far  Irom  it.  I 
hope,  said  Mr.  R«,  I  am  not  so  dull  as  aoc  to  ap- 
preciate their  value,  or  to  approve  the  views  gea- 
eraily  of  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Caroliaa.  I 
difier  with  htm  in  legard  to  their  rdative  im* 
portance ;  I  prefer  improving  the  minds  of  the 
citixens  of  the  country ;  the  geotleiBan  would 
rather  improve  the  country  itself.  Although,  too, 
I  admire  the  brilliant  picture  which  the  gentle- 
man has  presented  to  us  in  his  diBcontse,  it  does 
not  follow  that  I  should  support  his  bill^  which 
seems  to  me  not  very  intimately  connected  with 
it  or  calculated  to  effect  any  purpose  whatever. 
GKkmI  roads  and  canals  are  of  undiiputed  impor- 
unoe.  I  agree  in  all  the  advaoia^  which  have 
been  attributed  to  them;  there  is  indeed  but  one 
opinion  in  this  regard.  Are  there  no  other  pub- 
lic work^  of  equal  coneequeace?  What  wiii  be 
objected  to  esublishiag  schools,  clearing  out  and 
embanking  rivets,  deepening  harbqn,  dnioiag 
marshes;  why  appropriate  exclusively  for  the  oV 
jects  embraoed  by  this  bill?  The  qaeatiou  ikow 
li^  by  what  power  are  these  and  other  taoprove- 
menu  of  a  similar  kiad  to  be  eSeeied  1  Geatle* 
men  contend  that  they  belong  to  the  General 
Government  I  am  iaclined  to  the  opinion  that 
they  had  better  be  left  to  the  nigulation  of  the 
States.  They  are  in  their  nataie  intet nal  \  they 
are  minute  and  involved  in  detml ;  they  require 
a  close  and  ready  supervisioa ;  they  axe  of  the 
nattue  of  police ;  they  require^  in  fact|  the  ageasy 
of  officers  and  laws  which  are  to  be  £nuM  eaiy 
in  the  ii»titutions  of  the  individual  Sutcft  The 
Gieneral  Govemmenty  from  its  nntorc,  firom  the 
(brca  of  the  term,  should  engage  in  business  of  a 
general  description ;  should  provide  for  the  gene* 
ral  welfare ;  should  make  peace  and  war.  I  will 
not  recapitulate  the  broadly^  extended  powcis 
which  it  posmsiee,  and  to  which  it  should  eoaiise 
itself.  A  clear  liae  of  demarcation  ought  is  be 
drawn  between  the  United  Sutes  and  State 

Cvernments.  Interference  ouf  hi  to  be  avoided* 
tt  the  one  attend  to  internal  improvemeat,  the 
other  to  the  great  concern  of  this  nation  iangaxd 
to  foreign  aationr— in  xelation  to  the  sovereign 
Statfs  whinh  fbim  this  GonMeracf ,  aad  their 
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clear  g^Bcnl  poven  of  an  esioriial  efaiiraeter, 
and  their  aekBoirledgcd  specified  powers  of  an 
iatemtl  juiiire. 

Before  wa  paei^  tlieii,  fiaalif  4>n  this  proposi* 
tioA,  it  i»  aeeenarf  Co  be  aaeored  that  it  iDvolres 
no  Fiolatiaii  of  the  Coottitutioo.  I  eaaaot  agree 
ID  (he  loose  maiiaer  of  coostruiog  that  iostromeot, 
which  has  been  reeoanneoded  and  adopted  by  my 
frie&dtwfrom  Smith  Caroiiaa.  He  will  not  coo* 
aider  it  as  a  thesis  to  be  too  stnotly  eiamioed.  I 
care  not  what  it  is  eaUed ;  jt  is  the  cherter  of  the 
rights  of  this  CkivernmeQi ;  it  is  its  grant  of 
power.  I  will  not  approech  it  irreverentlj,  or 
pass  hj  it  slightiagljr.  Witbont,  however,  ex* 
pressing  soy  ooinioo  on  its  bearing  on  the  present 
question,  I  preier  a  plan  which  it  is  my  purpose 
to  propose  by  way  ef  ameudmeat,  that  will  at 
least  obviate  this  diffieulty.  If  the  United  States 
have  money  to  spare,  let  it  be  distributed  among 
the  States  to  be  applied  to  works  of  internal  im- 
provemeot.  The  States  are  better  judges  of  their 
wanes  and  ioCeresis;  they  know  best  whether 
ikey  most  require  roads  or  eaoals,  or  schools,  or 
dykes,  or  emteakments.  They  eaa  more  coafe- 
niently,  too^  fire  that  attention  whiefa  objeeis  of 
this  nature  demaod.  They  can  more  suocessfuUy 
provide  agaiost  profuse  and  wasteful  expenditure* 
This  plan,  too,  possesses  other  advantages.  It 
will  prevent  the  disgraceful  scene  which  will  be 
exhibited  in  this  House,  when  we  shall  he  called 
upon  to  designate  the  position  and  course  of  the 
coniemplated  roads  and  canals,  whan  all  our 
local  feelings  will  be  up  in  arms,  end,  under  a 
pretence  of  general  benefit,  we  shall,  have  in  view 
exclusively  the  interests  of  the  State  or  district 
which  we  represent.  There  are  already^,  neces- 
sarily, causes  enough  of  this  unpleasant  and  dan- 
gerous hostility.  We  had  better  diminish  than 
add  to  their  number.  But,  above  all,  It  ib  free 
fitHD  Constitatio^al  objection,  and  leaves  with 
the  independent  and  sovereign  members  of  this 
Coafederation  the  care  of  iateroal  Improvements, 
petuliarljr  their  province,  unless  indeed  we  «re 
to  have  in  pmetice  what  is  anxiously  wished 
bf  n»ay— one  grand,  magnificent,  consolidated 
empire. 

Mr.  R.  could  not  readily  realise  the  magnitude 
of  the  present  plan— a  road  from  Maine  to  Louis- 
isiana.  Bagland,  about  as  large  as  one  of  our 
eighteen  Slates,  with  a  dense  population,  had 
iome  hundred  miles  of  turnpike  road.  Prance, 
with  comparatively  narrow  limits,  and  96,000,000 
of  inhabitants^  had  also  hers ;  and  we,  with  a 
sparse  population,  scattered  over  a  boundless  ex- 
tent of  countrf ,  were  all  at  once  far  to  outstrip 
either,  with  our  aHificial  road  of  3,000  miles; 
because,  too,  they  had  no  rivers,  and  fooad  canals 
of  great  utility,  we,  with  the  floe  and  innooiera* 
ble  rivers,  furnishing  convenient  and  natural 
navigation,  were  also  to  have  our  eaoals. 

Mr.  R.  would  repeat  again  his  objection  to  loo 
much  intermeddling  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government ;  he  could  trace  all  the  evils  of  na- 
tions to  this  spirit.  He  believed  Ihey  wera  on- 
happy  aad  wretched  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  management  on  the  part  of  Goverameat  T« 
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what  <fid  W6  owe  our  peosperity  7  He  would  tell 
gentlemen  to  what  we  did  not  owe  it:  We  did 
nor  owe  it  to  legislation;  we  owed  it  to  circum- 
stances independent  of  laws ;  we  owed  it  td  our 
Coastitutiott,  to  our  soil  and  climate,  to  our  in- 
ereasinff  population,  to  our  exemption  from  the 
paternal  care  of  Gk>verament. 

Mr.  R.  believed  that  internal  improvements 
had  better  be  left  to  tbo  States ;  that  the  subjeoto 
would  be  better  seketed  by  them  and  better  at- 
tended to.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering 
an  amendment,  directing  that  the  fund  should  be 
distributed  amon^  the  several  States  aecordiag  to 
their  repreientation,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  sueh  - 
ejects  of  improvement  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

The  amendment  not  however  being  in  order 
pending  Mr.  Root's  motion,  was  suspended  for 
the  nfesent. 

Mr.  Root's  motion  to  Ihntt  the  application  of 
the  funds  to  canato  alone  having  been  begatived, 
the  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Roaiataoif's  mo^ 
tion  to  amead  the  bill,  so  as  to  apportion  the  fond 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  thcar  rep- 
resentation in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  applied  to 
snchobjects  of  improvement  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  observed,  that  it  was  net 
his  intention  to  enter  into  the  general  discussion 
of  the  subject}  he  wished  duly  to  say  that  he 
bad.  long  thought  that  there  were  no  two  subjects 
which  would  engage  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislaiura  more  worthy  of  its  deliberate  consid- 
eration, than  those  of  internal  improvements  and 
domestic  manufactures.  He  rose,  however,  prin- 
cipally to  express  his  thanks  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Booth  Carolina  (Mr.  Calbooii) 
for  briogiag  this  bill  before  Congress,  and  for  the 
able  and  luminous  view  which  he  had  submitted 
to  the  Committee,  of  the  importance  and  utility 
of  internal  improvements,  aod  to  oppose  the 
ameadment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana..  He  conceived  the  first  aod  only  step 
necessary  to  be  rakea  at  the  present  session,  was 
to  set  apart  and  make  an  inviolable  pledge  of  the 
fund.  If  we  attempt  anything  beyond  this ;  if 
we  touch  the  details;  if  we  go  into  a  specifica*^ 
tion  of  the  objects  on  which  the  fund  is  to  be  ex- 
pended, the  inevitable  effect  wilt  be,  that  we  shall 
do  BOthing.  Whether  it  was  better  to  establish 
a  board  for  the  appropriation  of  the  fond,  or  to 
Uistribuie  it  aaaong  the  several  States,  and  what 
were  the  national  objects  which  demand  its  ap- 
plication) were  posterior  questions,  which  ought 
to  be  disens»ed  aad  decided  hereafter. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  as  to  the  Constitutional  point 
which  had  been  nude,  he  had  not  a  doubt  on  his 
niind  \  hut  it  was  not  necessary,  in  his  judgment, 
to  embarrass  the  passaxe  of  the  bill  with  the  argu-« 
meat  of  that  point  at  this  time.  It  was  a  soffioient 
answer,  to  say  that  the  power  was  not  now  to  be  ex- 
ercised. It  was  proposed  merely  to  designate  the 
fund,  and,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  proceeds  of  it 
came  id,  to  invest  them  in  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States.  It  would  thus  be  accumulating;  and 
Goagresa  could,  at  some  future  day,  exaiAine  info 
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tii*^  QOttstiiQti«n«lilf  of  ih«  f|oeftion ;  and,  if  it 
h«8  tlM^ power,  it  would  ezerciae  it;  if  it  haa  not, 
tha  GMkstitutioD,  there  could  be  Terjr  little  doabt» 
would  be  ao  amended  an  to  eoafer  it.    It  was 

Suite  obvious,  however,  that  Coagreee  might  so 
ictct  the  applicatiou  of  the  fuad,  as  not  to  iatar* 
fere  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States, 
and  thus  avoid  the  diffiegitjr  which  had  been 
started.  It  might  distribute  it  amunff  these  ob- 
jects of  private  enterpise  which  calMd  for  aa* 
tioaal  patffoaage,  in  tne  form  of  subscriptions  to- 
the  capital  stoca  of  incorporated  compaaic^such 
as  that  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal, 
and  other  similar  institutions.  Perhaps  that 
might  be  the  best  way  to  employ  the  fuad ;  but 
he  repeated,  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  go  into 
that  inquiry. 

With  regard  to  the  gencraL  importaace  of  the 
proposition*-*the  effect  of  internal  improvements 
iQ  ccflumtiag  the  Uaioo«<4n  iacilitating  iaterual 
trftde-*in  augmenting  tbe  wealth  and  the  popu* 
lation  of  tbs  countcy,  he  would  not  consuoM  the 
time  of  the  Committee  in  diecusaing  ihose  inter 


SMnta,  will  ha  dtOHnifhed  i»  ite  piMni^im  ef 
ve-cichth%  oi,  in  other  woid%  they  wM  iehcourti 


five  davs  nearer  to  each  other.  Similar  resnlls 
will  ioUew  wherever  this  species  of  improremcat 
iseffiictad.  My  friend  from  LiHueiiia  saycy  ^s 
State  wants  ao  roads.  Doec  sho  wmM  no  lereas  7 
But  Mr.  C.  conceived  that  no  Stale  was  mors 
iniercnted  in  the  umking  of  good  rands.  The 
most  vulnerahlo  to  a  fomi^  eucaay  mt  all  Ike 
|>ointa  of  our  country,  Lowwiana  ia,  at  the  mmc 
time,  the  meet  depemlant  upon  tbe  other  pans  of 
the  Uaion  for  the  means  el  her  defeeee.  Is  she 
not,  thcfefore,  deeply  inlerastcd  in  moltipfty'mg 
the  chawmls  by  whicb  those  meaaaasey  be  traa» 
ported  to  her?  If  two  great  reeds^  the  oac 
lollowing  the  vaUey  of  the  Ohie^  and  that  of  the 
Mississippi  s  and  the  other,  the  maritime  comt, 
shall  lermioete  at  New  Orleans,  wili  net  tbe  se- 
curity of  luaasiaae  he  mutly  increased  1 

Mr.  C.  owned  that  he  mlt  ansaoosly  desivnos  far 
the  success  of  this  meesute^    He 
from  its  intrinsic  merits,  from  his 
tion  of  iu  teadeoey  greatly  te 


esting  topics,  after  the  ahla  manner  in  which  I  fare  of  our  coamion  ceoauy. 


they  had  been  treated  by  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina.  In  reply  to  those  who  thoueht  that 
internal  improvemenu  had  better  be  left  to  the 
several  Sutes,  be  would  ask,  he  woold  put  it  to 
the  candor  of  every  one,  if  there  were  not  various 
objects  in  which  many  Suites  were  interested, 
and  whieh>  requiring  therefore  their  joint  coH>pe- 
rution,  would,  if  not  taken  up  by  the  Qeneral 
Gioverament,  be  neglected,  either  lor  the  want  of 
resoarces,  or  from  the  difficulty  of  regulating 
their  respective  contrifautiona  1  Such  was- the 
case  with  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  at  the  rapids ;  the  canal,  from  the  Hud* 
son  to  the  Lakes  $  the  great  turnpike  road|  paml- 
Id  with  the  cooMt,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana. 
These,  auU  simiUir  objects,  were  smmped  with  a 
Dational  character ;  and  they  required  the  wis* 
dom  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  to  acoom<* 
plish  thjim.  No  particular  Slate  felt  an  individ- 
ual interest  soCcient.  to  execute  improvements  of 
such  magnitude.  They  must  be  pauwaised,  cffi<- 
cacijCHisly  paironived,  by  the  Oeoenl  Ckivern- 
men^  or  they  never  would  be  aceomplished. 

The  pracucal  effect  of  turnpike  roads  in  oor^ 
recting  the  evil,  if  it  be  one,  or  the  great  expan- 
sion  of  our  Republic,  and  in  conqoeciog  space 
itmlf^  as  was  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Caroliaa.  is  about  to  be  &moostnted  by 
the  great  turnpike  road  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling.  That  road  is  partially  exeeuted,  aad 
will  probably  be  completed  in  about  three  years. 
In  the  meantime,  Maryland  is  exteadiag  a  line 
of  turnpike  roads  from  Baltimore  to  Cooa^rlaad, 
which  IS  abo  partially  finished,  and  will  be  com* 
pleted  in  the  tame  period.  Three  years  from  the 
present  time,  we  shall  have  a  continued  line  of 
turnpike  roads  from  Baltimore  to  Ohio.  The 
^Ofdinaiy  time  requisite  to  travel  from  Wheeling 
to  Baltimore,  prior  to  the  erection  of  these  roads, 
was  eight  days.  When  the  roads  are  completed, 
the  same  journey  may  be  performed  in  three 
days.    The  distance,  iu  efiect,  between  theee  two 


to  have  the 


from  other,  perheps  mere  selfish. 

He  wished  the  Veurlaeeth  Conga 

merit  of  lay  tap  the  foundatieus  ol 

He  wished  thia  Coogiess,  whe,  in  his  opiaiee,  had 

so  many  other  juat  gsauads  for  the  netieeeJ  ap^ 

Erohation^  notwithstanding  the  ohloqay  whick 
ad  attended  a  single  trnfottonaie  measure,  to 
add  this  new  daim  to  the  public  gmtitude.  He 
even  aaiicipaied.pkasure  from  thercftection,  dis- 
tant as  it  OHght  be,  that  the  traeellar,  as  he  cooh 
fortably  proaeeules  his  journey  en  seme  nmd^  or 
glides  down  on  some  canal,  caeeted  in  virtue  of 
this  bill,  will  say,  I  ewe  this  fcciliiy,  this  conve- 
nience, to  the  proridenee  and  sugticUy  of  the 
Fourteenth  Coegrcas.  Sac,  Mc  C.  smmuL  he  mnet 
repress  his  feelAigs  ea  thassab|ect.  He  hed  risea 
to  oppose  the  ameadmeet.  Let  us  ieuTe  detaiie 
to  our  succassorsL  We  caanet  aceempLi^  cveiy • 
thiag  at  oeosL  Like  the  oh|ects  ol  the  bill,  oor 
maasumsmustbeneoessarilyprogmasivck  Every- 
thing is  haxarded  bv  eMumbering  the-  biU  wick 
too  much  detail,  lodeed,  he  doubted  wliether 
we  had  a  sufilcient  stock  of  local  ia£»rmatiea 
yet  collected,  to  guide  our  judgmeaU  in.  daaifna« 
tief  tbe  various  objjects  of  internal  improvement 
which  may  require  the  fosteriag  caieef  the  Gen* 
eml  Oovernmaat.  Let  us  provide  the  umys  aad 
means.  Let  our  succcasem.  judiomusly  app'f 
them.    He  weuU  vote  agaaost  the  ameadmeac 

Mr.Tsi.rAia  moved  toaeMndMr^RoBaaTeoa^ 
amendment,  by  vesting  iaCoogvess  the  power  of 
designatiag  the  objects  of  iaaprovemeat,  to  be 
execiHed  by  the  States^ and- oficred  n  few  rrmsiki 
in  support  of  his  moUen»  He  would  retaia  in 
the  bands  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  all  olycis 
of  a  general  nature^— euch^  for  ioatanec^  as  the 
road  from  Maine  to  Georgia^  which  the  Slates 
individaaliy  could  not  carry  iato  effect.  Sock 
great  and  general  objects  he  thought  ought  to  be 
directed,  and  the  appropriatioas  made  by  tke 
Qeaeral  Goveramen^  but  their  execution  should 
be  left  to  the  Smtes,  whe  would  he  heuec  nhle 
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fot  oMBy  iMMMw  10  nnrf  Um  nljceU  isio  tfcit 
He  aDpioved  the  amcDdmettt  beoame  ti  dei^it^A 
the  GBoerai  Qor  em  meat  of  a  iiUHi>of  pstromgt 
ID  the  ftppourtincac  of  a  great  many  pectoos  to 


sopcriiitand  tht  ▼anooa  arorfcs*  Basmt^ppMe,  I 
said  Mf.  T.  yott  pate  a  law  dinetiBg  araad  to  be 
roA  in  a  aertaiB  direciioo.  caa  yoa  aadertake  to 
cat  up  a  naao'«  land  VUea  migkt  he  in  the  way  ? 
This  piivilafe  wm^  eooMaotljr  eaeiciaed  bf  (he 
Steles,  aad  eaoid  bo  done  by*  tbaiiL  but  it  wat 
very  ^fleaMaaable  wiwthar  it  eonJa  bo  bf  Ike 
Qeoeral  Gorernmeot.  The  ameadment  wottid 
relieve  the  bill  froai  this  o^ectioBf  at'  weit  as 
make  it  nore  aocept&bit  la  ower  raspeets. 

Mr.  YjomBi  of  New  Yofk»  observed  thut  be 
clid  aot  lise  with  aofr  iaieatioa  to  diseaes  tke  gea- 
etal  veriia  of  the  bill,  or  the  poliof  of  the  aeea* 
litre*  The  objedliont  urged  by  tbe  Speaker  aad 
the  geotlemaa  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cam^ 
aetm)  who  ttttjadaeed  tkiabiii|totheaaieadiBeats 
o^red,  ware  not  in  his  opiftioo  well  fbmided— ' 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  Tery  little  donbt,  thal^  if 
idapted,  they  woald  raiker  aid  the  passage  of  the 
aw,  tkaa  retard  it.  Possibly  he  night  have  roted 
n  faTor  of  the  law  as  it  was  reported,  but  was 
rather  incl&oed^gat^it;  aad  waagcatiecd  wbea 
tie  heard  ike  aaaeadaieBt  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Loaisiana,  and  still  more  aa  with  Ike 
idditioaal  oaa  sBbseqoentiy  offeved  by  the  mea- 
wr  from  GhBeigiar-<-lhe  only.objeetiaaableleaiiirss 
Q  the  bill  were  ia  his  view  removed  by  ikem.  It 
lad  beea  saade  a  qoestiOBi  wkeiher  we  have  a 
JoootttotioBal  right  to  make  this  disposiiion  of 
mblio  money  $  he  regarded  this  rigk  c  aa  evidently 
reaped  ia  Congress  ;  at  least  seek  artss  kis  eoaivio- 
icua,  and,  arketker  Ike  power  be  elaasad  mider 
he  ri|^  to  provkle  for  tka  aaiioaal  defence  aad 
mMial  wel»ie,aad  lo^  levy  taxei  and  impose 
ftttiea  for  that  piir|Mee,  the  poarei  to  regiiiale 
tMnmefeeantk  foreign  aatioBs,aBd  aaiong  the 
OTeral  States,  or  to  eslakysh  poet  offices  aad  post 
oada,  ia  oot  material;  if  all  or  either  give  the 
lower^  it  ia  snffioieat.  If  aader  the  poarer  toreg- 
date  conanrce  with  ibreiga  aations,  the  right 
o  conatrcmt  pieis  and  erect  Tight^hoases  be  gives 
ly  neeessary  impliaaiioa  as  aaknowledged,  why 
loes  it  aot  as  neaessariiy  follow,  that,  aader 
he  right  to- regdhue  commerce  among  ihesev- 
iral  States,  the  power  to  make  appvopriatioos 
or  the  oaasnaetion  of  canals  and  roads,  to  faeiti- 
ate  the  inteieoncBe  between  the  Slates,  is  also 
riven ;  he  had  so  doubt  oo  tet  snbjeel.  The 
odividoafc  Staiai  had  the  power  of  moaieiMl 
egnlatioas,  but  all  commercial  arraagemeats  be* 
ween  the  Slates,  fell  within  the  powers  of  the 
general  €b<vernttent,  aad  if  it  become  necessary, 
n  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  to  expend  money 
*or  the  removiag  of  obstacles  to  an  easy  later* 
loarae^  ke  oonki  find  notking  to  prokibit  it. 

With  r^gaid  to  the  amendments,  he  thoogkt 
iiem  necessary;  hecause^  by  the  bill,  the  amoont 
:o  be  given  to  each  State  was  oacertain ;  it  was 
iadefilnite,  and  would  induce  exertions  on  the 
part  of  enck  te  obtain  more  thaa  iu  pcoportion. 
Thia  might  posMbly,  instead  of  producing  a  bene- 
fietal  fcsalt,  have  an  ii^arioas  tendeaey.    The 


amendoMtft  pcapoies  a  distribattoa  propettiooiad 
to  the  lepreseatation.  This  u  the  only  jostaai 
definite  mode.  The  other  amendment  will  ka  a 
cheek  on  tke  akose  of  this  pririlege.  Congiacs, 
retalaiag  tke  pawef  of  desigitating,  will  alwaya 
prevent  tke  expenditare  of  the  money  for  par* 
poses  which  are  not  of  soffieient  national  import 
aaee*  The  States  will  not  have  it  la  tkeitf  power 
to  earpead  the  asoaey  oo  objects  of  inferior  con* 
sideraiiow— for  kis  part  be  iatended  to  vote  lor 
both  the  amendments,  and  if  they  were  adopted, 
was  persuaded  they  would  eoiciliate  many  who 
were  hostile  to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  oa  Mr.  TsLVAia'a 
mottoo.  aad  aatried  y  aad  iken  ea  Mr.  Roaaar* 
aoii'a  ameodaMnt  as  aaodiicd,  and  abo  carried* 

Ml.  WaionT's  aaotion  to  strike  oot  (he  irst 
section,  was  decided  in  the  negattve^-Htycs  61, 
noea  70.  The  Commsttee  then  mee  and  reported 
tke  bffl  to  the  Houses  and  the  Honm  adjoaraed« 


^M 


WannaaDAT,  February  5. 

Mr.  SmAana  preheated  a  petiiioa  of  the  So- 
ciety for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  la* 
dians  in  North  America,  praying  the  General 
Government  to  adopt  dome  measures  for  establish- 
ing and  sopportioff  schoola  for  instructing  Indian 
chiMren  ana  youth  in  the  arts  of  reading  and  wri« 
tina ;  which  was  ordered  to  a  select  committee ; 
aad  Mr.  Stbauns,  Mr.  Williams, Mr.  Reynolds. 
Mr.  LtoiTj  and  Mr.  Woodwabd,  were  appointea 
the  eomwittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici* 
ary  be  diseharfed  flrom  a  farther  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Penns^ritra- 
nia,  relative  to  patents,  and  that  the  said  petition 
lie  on  tke  table. 

Mr.  JonN8o.v,  from  the  Committee  on  Bfilitary 
Affairs,  who  were  iostrncted,  bv  a  resolution  of 
tke  8tk  oltimo,  to  inqoire  into  the  expedien<;y  of 
allowing  to  certain  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  who  served  to  the  end 
thereof,  but  did  aot  obtain  their  regular  discharge, 
or  who  died,  or  were  killed,  their  balance  of  par 
and  the  bounty  in  lends,  made  a  report;  wmcn 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  f^om  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the 
A>llowing  titles,  to  wit; 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act. 
eaacemiag  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  certain  clainM  for  militia  services  to  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

An  act  to  appoiat  additional  pension  agents. 

An  act  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  given  peQ* 
sions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain 
in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Arnold  Henry  Dohnnan,  deceased;  and, 
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Ad  act  graotiDg  a  peeticm  to  Conmodoie  Rieh- 
trd  Taylor,  in  which  teTerat  bills  they  a«k  the 
eooeurreBce  of  this  Honse. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eotided, 
"  an  act  makiag  an  aopropriatioO,  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  Uited  States  to  hold  treaties  with 
the  Indian  tribes  for  the  purpose  therein  men* 
tinned ;"  reported  the  same  withovt  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  or 
the  Whole. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  House  took  np  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  niii  to  aet  apart  and 
ptedffe  the  boons  and  United  States  dividends 
of  the  National  Bank,  as  a  fimd  for  internal  im- 
proTcments. 

Mr.  PicEBBiito  rose  to  dbr  an  amendment  to 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Committee ;  when 

Mr.  Kino  intimated  that  be  also  wished  to  pro- 
pose some  amendments  to  the  bill,  ind  moved 
that  it  be  laid  for  the  present  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prcTailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table  accordiagly. 

MIUTARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then,  on  motiou  of  Mr.  JoBNaon, 
of  Kentucky,  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  sundry  bills  connected  with  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment. 

The  first  taken  up  by  the  Committee,  was  a 
bill  concerning  the  invalids  of  the  Revoluiionarv 
War,  and  of  the  widows  and  children  of  the  mil- 
itia, and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  during  the 
late  war.  [Placing  pensioners  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  of  the  Indian  war,  previous  to 
the  Treaty  of  Qreenviile,  on  the  same  footing"^ 
and  for  allowing  Qv9  years'  half  pay  to  the 
widows  or  orphans  of  any  officer  or  noldier  of 
the  militis,  rangers,  sea  fencibles,  and  twelve  and 
fifteen  months  volunteers,  who  shall  have  died 
within  three  months  after  returning  home,  of 
any  disease  contracted  while  in  the  military 
service,  dbc.] 

The  Committee  were  occupied  more  than  two 
hours  in  discussing  various  propositions  to  amend 
this  bill,  some  of  which  were  adopted ;  and  hav- 
ing gone  through  the  bill, 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  military 
services  during  the  late  war. 

This  bill  havinff  been  also  gone  through  and 
variously  amended. 

The  Committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Joaxaoii, 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Armory,  [adjacent  to  the  river  Ohio  or  its 
branches,  and  appropriatiog  $60,000  for>  the 
object.] 

Mr.  Cahnon  moved  to  add  after  '*Ohio"^he 
river  Tenoessee,  and  suggested  several  points  on 
the  waters  of  the  Tennessee,  well  adapted  to  the 
erection  of  wster- Works  for  the  establishment. 

Mr.  Jackboii  opposed  the  amendment  as  unne* 
^^*^h  ^«?M«e  the  Tennessee  being  a  branch  of 
tne  Ubio,  of  course  woi^d  be  taken  into  eonslfU 


eratioB  bv  the  Prcaideiit  in  ^xmg  thm  aiia,ts 
well  an  tne  BfoooBgahek,  the  Mo^iiifaB,  the 
Cumberland,  dbo. 

The  motion  iras  negatived  withoota  division. 

Mr.  PioKBira  movd  to  tnsart  aAer  the  word 
Ohio,  the  river  Catawbaf  aa  affiMrdiag  good  aicea, 
abundance  of  iron,  and  every  advaaiafe  lor  the 
establishment  of  a  mianafaetoiy  of  arms. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  JoBiwoit,  advene 
to  the  amendment,  the  motion  was  ncigaKived; 
and  the  biH  being  read  throogh  without  amcad- 
ment. 

The  Comasittee  took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act  of  July,  1818,  aa  anthorlBea  addi- 
tional pay  and  emolnments  to  brevet  effieers, 
and  to  •allow  additional  mtioos  to  eoaaauinding 
officers  of  separate  poets  only  in  eases  in  which 
the  officer  shall  be  of  or  under  the  rank  of 
colonel. 

Mr.  HAMtf BOK  warmly  opposed  the  bili,  and, 
to  destroy  it,  moved  that  the  fint  seetion  be 
stricken  oot. 

Mr.  LowMDBs  supported  the  ezpedicacy  of  the 
provision  contemplated  by  the  bill|  as  natasisry 
to  remove  any  ambigQity  heretofore  existing  in 
construing  the  laws  <m  the  subjeet,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  emoinments ;  not  to  rednee  iaaproperly 
those  justly  due. 

Mr.  CukY  likewise  sappotted  the  bill,  heeaosey  as 
there  were  officers  enough  to  perform  the  military 
dnties  referred  to,  it  was  nnaeoesnry  to  assign 
those  duties  to  brevet  officerr— diat  he  saw  wuh 
pleasure  the  report  of  the  bill  by  the  Committee 
of  Wap  and  Means,  as  it  would  ettect  a  salotary 
rednetton  of  the  expenses  of  the  GDvenuneat  in 
the  Militarv  Department,  and  though  Mly  iai- 
prcsBsd  with  the  services  snd  merits  of  th/e  offi- 
cers-of  the  Army,  yet  he  hoped  to  see  every  peae* 
ticable  reduction,  every  pr^Mr  relreochaieat  of 
the  heavy  expenses  now  iaoorred  aonaaJiy  ftw 
the  Military  BstahKshaisnt. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  and  Mr.  Jovnaoii,  of  Keatoeky, 
likewise  advocated  the  bill— believing  that  brevet 
rank  was  intended  only  as  an  honorary  reward 
for  gallant  services,  and  that  it  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  existing  stototes  to  connect  with 
or  extend  it  to  additional  pecuniary  rewards. 

Mr.  HARUiaoN  again  opposed  thebilL  conund- 
ing  ihst  the  pay -now  received  had  been  well 
earned  by  the  gallaiu  services  rendered  by  our 
officers,  aad'  entered  into  soom  compariaQn  to 
show  that  oar  officers,  the  higher  ones  particn* 
larly,  were  even  worse  paid  and  fewer  ia  propor- 
tion, to  the  aamher  of  men,  than  those  of  any 
other  civHiaed  country. 

Mr.  Ci«AT spoke  warmly  in  reply ;  nsaintaiaing 
that  the  country  had  ia  every  way  evinced  iu 
ffratttude  to  the  heroe^  of  the  Army  aad  Navy 
tor  their  great  services,  and  that  it  was  not  pmer 
to  open  the  coffers  of  the  Treasury  to  heap  m- 
ther  pecuniary  rewards  on  those  who  had  airesdy 
received  so  large  iboagh  merited  a  share  of  pob- 
lic  rewards. 

Mueh  further  discussion  followed  ;  after  which 
the  motion  to  strikeout  the  first  section  was  a^* 
atived;  and  the  Comaitttee  hdsci  reported  iu 
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proceedings  to  the  Hoase,  and  the  Home  ad- 
journed. 


TeuBpoAT^  Febraarjr  6. 

Mr*  Arohbb^  from  the  Comoiittee  on  Naral 
Expenditures,  reported  a  bill,  supplemeBfarf  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  coneeming  the  Naval 
Bstablishment;''  which  was  tead  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  to  define  and  en- 
large the  boundaries  of  the  land  district  of  Bd- 
wardsTille,  in  the  Illinois  Tenitory ;  which  was 
read  twice^  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishmeat  of  rndditiooal  land  offices  in  the  Territory 
of  MissdBri. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill,  ta  authori2e  the 
sale  of  the  ncwtheast  quarter  of  section  No.  10,  in 
township  No.  4  North,  range  No.  1,  West  of  the 
third  principal  meridian ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whde 
last  mentioned. 

After  some  iBtroductory  remarks,  on  the  utility 
cf  the  object  he  desired  to  have  inouired  into,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Yirginia,  ofifored.  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to,  tic  : 

Reaolv9d^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appointing  commissioners  to  view  and 
mark  oat  a  road,  from  the  highest  point  of  navi- 
Mtion  on  the  James  river  to  that  of  the  Great 
Bjraawba^  and  from  thence  to  Point  Pleasant,  on 
the  Ohio,  in  Virginia. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  to  wit : 
The  bill  proridintf  for  the  division  of  certain 
qaar ter-eections  in  fotare  sales  of  the  puMio  lands  \ 
the  bill,  In  additton  to  the*  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Qeorg<e  T.  Rosa  and  Daniel  T.  Pattersoa,  and  the 
officers  and  mea  lately  under  their  command ;  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  second  eecilon  of  the  act  con- 
eernitMr  tne  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
in  the  rfayy  of  the  United  States;  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  fbr  the  payment  of  certain 
elaiips  m  mflitia  services  to  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
the  hill  to  appoint  additional  pension  agents;  the 
bill  to  amend  and  explain  an  act,  giving  pensions 
to  the  orphans  and  widows^>f  persons  slam  in  the 

gublic  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
^•tee ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Arnold  H.  Dohrman ;  and  the  bill 
srantiDg  a  pension  te  Commodore  Richard  Tay- 
lor ;  were  severally  read  the  flfst  and  second  time, 
and  refeffted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  directing  the  discharge*  of  Lewis  Olmstead 
from  imprisonment;^  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing thef  appointmeoi  of  circuit  jad|[es,  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judfciary. 


mi«INAL  IMPROySMlBNT. 
The  House  then  todk  up  the  amendments  ve- 

Sorted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the 
ill  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  fund  for  internal 
improvement,  the  bonus  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  PioKiatNO  stated  some  modifications  of  the 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  propose,  but, 
not  now  being  in  order,  he  reserved  them  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  define 
more  precisely  the  mode  of  apportioning  the  fond 
among  the  different  States,  by  inserting  the  woids, 
^'according  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress*" 

Mr.  PiGKBBiiro  objected  to  the  motion,  as  w«ii 
as  to  the  amendment  af  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  leaving  the  objects  of  improvement 
still  too  vague  and  indefinite. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  it,  because 
t|ie  present  representation  mignt  be  reduced,  but 
could  not  be  Increased,  add  that  a  State  would 
now  reeeiTe  a  modicum  of  the  fund  which  miffht 
hereafter  become  almost  nothing;  and  therefote 
he  wished  it  should  be  apportioaed  according  to 
the  present  representation,  not  be  subject  to  the 
yreat  changes  which  should  hereafter  take  place 
in  the  Rlative  representation  of  the  States  in 
Congress. 

Mr.  Tatlob  supported  his  motion ;  after  which 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  amendment  as  amended:  when 

Mr.  SMrre,  of  Maryland,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  amendment,  as  to  apportion  the  fund  which 
shall  accrue  accordioe  to  the  present  represeata* 
tion  in  Congress,  which  he  supported  on  the 
ground  that  many  States,  New  Hampshire,  Con« 
neotlout,  Maryland,  ^.,  would  never  have  aa 
increase  of  members,  whibt  others  would  greatly 
increase;  and  if  we  are  to  be  taxed,  (and  he 
viewed  this  as  a  tax  for  internal  improvements^ 
he  wnhed  the  States  to  enjoy  the  benefits  accoro- 
ing  to  the  tax  they  are  iiboat  to  pay,  as  it  was  to 
be  frittered  away  among  the  several  States,  to  be 
wasted  on  little  objects,  instead  of  being  applied 
to  some  great  national  object,  d^:. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Calboitn,  be- 
cause the  incorporation  of  such  a  principle  woull 
desuoy  the  bill;  ibe  freat  principle  of  the  GN)V- 
arnment  being  a  community  of  interest,  andea- 
tablished  for  the  general  benefit,  the  amendment 
would  be  highly  impropei^  as  well  as  prejudieial, 
to  the  neat  object  in  view. 

Mr.HaBDtiialso  opposed  the  motion,  and  ar* 
goed  against  distributing  the  fund  at  all  among 
the  States  \  which.  In  time,  when  the  represenia!* 
tion  of  some  of  the  new  States  should  be  doubledi 
would  embarrass,  if  not  entirely  defeat  the  execu* 
tion  of  the  object. 

The  motion  was  also  opposed  briefly  by  Mr. 
Habbibon,  and  Mr.  Kii^boubn.  and  at  some  length 
by  Mr.  Sbabp;  the  latter  gentleman  arguing  that 
the  fond  was  not  a  temporary  but  a  permanent 
one,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  common  property 
of  the  nation;  that  it  was  the  same  as  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  direct  tait  or  sales  of  the  public  Uiads, 
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which,  thMfh  driwa  fMm  iIm  weiteni  coantrjr, 
WM  still  eMUAOB  KTcnse,  and  eovld  no  more  be 
spproprimted  by'  the  rule  propoied,  tbtn  eoold  the 
fond  BOW  under  contid^niiioD,  ^.;  that  the  prop- 
oeition  irat  in  fact  ooe  of  inequality  and  injui- 
tiee,  as  it  looked  to  a  ehaoflf  af  wealth  and  pops- 
latioo,  and  yet  hob  to  be  otauibnted  with  an  en«> 
tire  disregard  of  that  change. 

Mr.  8MITH  replied,  that  this  fund  would  be 
drawn  from  the  people  before  the  next  census  is 
taken ;  and  of  course,  being  contributed  hf  the 
nation  according  to  tke  present  stale  of  wealth 
and  popahtioui  ought  to  neap|K>rtioned  aceoi^iag 
to  the  role  by  which  it  is  deriTed,and  not  be  sub- 
jected to  changes^  which,  without  aflecting  the 
eontribtttion,  would  reduce  the  benefits  to  m  de- 
zived  by  the  States  from  this  fund  they  now  pay. 

After  much  more  ^scnssioo,  In  which  Messrs. 
HuLBERT^  GoLo,  sud  Tatu,  took  pari'-* 

Mr.  Smitb'b  motion  was  negatiTed  bf  a  large 
najoriir. 

Mr.  SxaAaNa  mOTcd,  that,  instead  of  veaitBg 
in  Ckiagress  the  power  of  designating  the  obkcts 
of  imporement,  it  should  be  gif  en  to  the  State 
Lagislatttcas,  under  the  approMtien  of  the  Pres- 
ident 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Meaara.  filBBPfST, 
PioKBBiHo,  and  GaosTBHoa;  when  it  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division,  and  the  question  was 
taken  on  agreetna  to  the  anup4ia*at  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  me  Whole,  as  amended,  and  carried**- 
ayes  84. 

Mr.  PioKfiBiJia  then  morad  to  scrika  out  all  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  after  the  anading  elaase. 
-and  to  insert  the  foUowtng,  as  the  first  and  second 
aattions  thereof: 

That  the  bomsi  aaeuied  to  tke  Umtad  States  Ir  the 
•at  to  inceinorete  the  snbscrfbsxs  to  the  Bsnk  i  the 
United  atstsi^  and  the  dindendp  which  shaU  arise  from 
their  shtrss  in  its  cspitsl  stock,  daring  the  prssent 
term  of  twenty  yeanb  for  which  the  propiieten  thereof 
liSTe  been  incorpctated,  be»  and  the  same  srs  hereby 
^el  apart  snd  pledged  ss  a  iond  for  constructing  roads 
and  canals,  and  imoronng  ikt  namgoHon  ^  waUr^ 
oourssi,  in  order  to  &cilitste,  promote»  and  give  seen- 
lity  te  intsmsl  coauneroe  among  the  several  States, 
aad  to  render -more  eaiy  snd  less  expensive  the  mesns 
jotd  provisions  necessszy  for  their  common  dsfenes. 

Sac.  B.  JHd  be  it  further  enacted,  Hist  the  moneys 
canstilnting  the  said  tend  shall  from  time  to  thne  be 
applied  in  eonstm^(faag,or  to  aid  fai  oaastructlng  eueh 
soMs  or  canals,  or  imfrowing  th$  nmngatim  ^  simA 
iaeftr  ssuries»  or  lo<4,  in  each  State,  as  Congress, 
ast^A  iht  auent  of  eueh  Mtaie,  disU  fay  law  diwet,  sal 
in  the  manner  most  eondaeive  to  the  geaanl  wettre ; 
and  the  pioportioa  of  the  said  mensys  to  he  expended 
4B  the  oljeols  afevssaid,  in  es^  Stats,  shsU  be  in  the 
ratio  of  its  lepssasntatiei^  at  the  time  of  ito  sKpendi- 
ture^  in  tha  most  numerous  branch  of  the  National 
Legislatare. 

Mr.  laoBAM,  in  remarking  on  the  objection  to 
thcL  words  i$Uenal  improvemem^  as  too  indefinite, 
and  the  proposition  to  confine  tiie  application  of 
the  fund  to  making  roads  and  canak  expressly, 
anggested,  what  he  ihouafat  a  middle  ground,  as 
he  believed  it  would  be  found  sometimes,  and  in 
flone  places,  more  advantagaoua  to  improve  the  I 


«ia¥,lBt7. 

beda  of  fivers  than  ehhcr  of  the  abavu  el^aaa, 
and  moved  to  include  that  object  in  the  dcMaa 
tion  to  be  given  in  thie  amendment  proposed  by 

Mr.  PlCKBBIHO. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOH  was  adverse  to  this  propon* 
tion.  as  it  would  confine  the  apylieatien  er  the 
fond  10  certain  objeeta,  when  there  vpeve  yet  ether 
objects  of  iniernai  improvement  equally  dcMnr- 
ing  the  attention  and  md  of  the  Ckiycfuuaeat,  and 
equally  Important;  which  opinion  h^ argued  to 
establish. 

Mr.  Pioaaaiao  supported  his  aaoiiofl,  and  ir- 
gned  at  length  against  fiving  the  cKpcadiiureef 
the  fund  to  the  aevemi  Stttes,  aa  tke  ge«tral  wd- 
fare  waa  the  pecuHar  province  of  tke  Oeaenl 
Government,  and  waa  the  very  pole  star  of  itseb- 
jecu  aad  inaeatioas;  and,  touching  aa  Hie  Gea- 
atitntioaal  ol^eetions,  tkov^t  It  very  piahaUe 
thar,  under  the  general  power  to  regnlaia  aad  &- 
cilitate  commerce,  that  Goagrees  had  t^  power 
to  applr  this  fond  to  the  makiof  of  raa^  aad 
canals,  4e. 

Mr.  Pmua  dimtBd  the  power  of  Gaagfam  lo 
apply  the  public  taada  to  each  olQcet^arevea  to 
Incorporate  a  company  to  make  a  oaaalf  thai  if 
tiiia  principle  were  adopCfdi  Goacrcaa  miglit  aa- 
some  any  power,  aad  aigued  to  eamMisli  this 
opinion, and  the  r  ••  -  ■      - 


belief  thatthe 

extended  onl^r  to  the  objeete  e»praidy  givtw  la 
the  Conititatton,  dko«  Aa  to  the  oBpt&aay  of 
the  soheme,  he  would  prefer  aidUMcempattesi  or 
iadividoal  enterprise^  inetaad  of  tidkiag  tteeae  oh- 
jaets  entiiely  In  the  haadaof  the  Gofeinaaant,  dbe. 

Mr.  PiCKaaiao,  after  briefiy  raplyiaf  to  Mr. 
PiTKia,  modified  hiaanMadmeaL  an  aa  aa  faaluBrr 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Imobaii ,  to  add  **  the  iaaproie- 
ment  of  any  watar^eaffm." 

Mr.  Cauiobh,  though  extrcasely  aaxiooa  to 
aooommodate  the  bill  to  the  views  of  otteia^  so 
as  to  receive  as  much  support  as  poasiUe,  yet  lelt 
himself  obliged  to  atjoBt  m  the  aMdIfieaUaa  jaat 
Blade,  and  moved  torstloraMr.PtoKsaiiiQ^e  mo- 
tion to  the  shape  ia  whiah  Iw  fini  moved  it.  Mr. 
C.  moved  to  amend  the  aatandmeat,  by  atrikii^^^ 
out  the  words  "with  thesMeat  of  soch  fikata." 

Mr.  KuiQ,  of  MaaBachnsalts.  moved  te  peat poaw 
the  biU  ind^aitely.  From  the  |teat  aamber  of 
amandmeats  already  propoaad,  mid  he,  aaA  from 
the  eaueaie  difficulty  of  agveeiag  uaoa  ita  ptorvis- 
iens,  or  evea  the  pritfeiaks  theieol,!  tkiak  it  my 
datjr  to  aaove  the  iadeaaite  postpeaemeat  ^  the 
subjaet.  This  I  do  aa  well  to  aave  tiaae  aa  beeaaae 
I  am  oppoaed  lo  the  measure  aa  iaexpedieet  and 
uaaeoessary.  I  meat  call  off*  the  attentioa  and 
bring  do wa  the  iflMgiaatioBs  of  hoouMmUe  fentle- 
men  from  the  great  and  splendid  objeeta  of  inter 
aal  Improvement,  which  they  have  hcoii  ooolem- 
piatiiig,  to  the  present  aitaation  of  oar  couaivy 
aad  ofthe  Aatarican  people.  Look  at  year  em- 
ute  boeka  see  there  the  many  ta»a,  diieecaad 
indirect,  now  paid  by  the  eitiaens  of  this  eeaatry 
—aad  aak  yeuradvea  whether  it  be  promer  te  make 
the  appropriation  propeaed  by  thia  ball,  aad  yet 
continue  theae  burdens.  You  are  the  Rcprcseai- 
atives  of  the  people.  Ask  yonraelrea,  further, 
whether  the  people  whom  you  repreaeat,  were 
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they  Mtiof  m  this  t/Mteij  woold  iwke  tkli  et- 
trarafMitappUcaiioDoctMromi  foods.  Tour 
inCcrDol  taxoo  ought  iitt  to  bo  repotlod,  aod  iho 
pmeot  hi(*i|  dotitt  oo  i«pof«a  fvootly  reduetd. 
EMdeo  tho  bordono  ioipooed  Upon  thorn  by  cho 
Govern  moot,  the  people  of  this  oooatry  i|ro  ot  this 
noment  aoi&riaff  uodor  the  frowns  of  Divine 
ProTidoneo  is  rwatioQ  to  the  seasoa  of  the  Hcst 
year,  whereby  they  wese  depriTad  of  their  usual 
profision  formaa  aod  beast.  And  what  is  the 
Booduetof  the  Governor  Gkuetai  of  a  Aeighhor< 
ioff  provioeeac  this  tiat^  of  eahunity  and  distress? 
[  iQlude  to  tho  Gofenor  Geaoeal  of  Caaadm.  in  his 
last  eonuumioatioB  to  the  Pronnaial  Parliament. 
Elis  whole  attention  appeals  engrossed  by  the 
tistrosed  sitoatioo  of  the  people  under  his  oom- 
nand,  and  by  tbe  vcans  to  relieve  ihotti.  This 
soaduet  foroihlj  raealls  to  my  iveoltsotioa  tho 
words  of  ooe  ot  his  own  distiDgoished  writers: 
^  Industry  (says  he)  is  tho  source  of  ooreountty's 
'  wishes,  and  Sugiish  policy  wutttd  teach  opu- 
'  leneo  to  dry  the  peasant's  tear,  if  Baglish  Justiee 
and  generosity  did  not  eonci'nually  prevent  iu 
flowing."  But  1  need  not  appeal  to  the  etam- 
[»)e8  of  ether  QeiPsmmeats  for  aets  of  jottiee  aad 
leneiusatyf  but  to  the  hearts  and  onderstandlngof 
in  American  Congress.  What  I  mentieo  of  the 
>urdens  uud  distress  of  the  people  is  by  oo  means 
mag>nary*^woiild  to  God  it  were-^by  no  OMaoo 
sxaggcrated.  I  hold  in  my  band,  sir,  certified  lists 
>ftne  taaes  paid  in  the  town  Whereia  I  reside, 
in  Maine,)  and  in  two  eiher  towns  near  thereto, 
b  the  State,  ooitety,  and  u»wu  there,  and  to  the 
Jutted  States.  To  the  former,  the  town  first 
neotioned,  in  «a  avenge  of  five  years,  pavs 
16,960  a  year ;  to  the  iatte^  for  1814,  iaoludiegtiiie 
iireet  tas,  t»^}  and  for  1915,  $l,»a  The 
ivbole  populatiou  at  the  last  enumeration  2^40^, 
azable  pells  5a0^beiog  between  ihree  and  four 
loliars  lor  every  man,  woman,  and  chHd,  or  be- 
ween  seveateen^and  eighteen  dollars  for  each 
axable  iohabimnt,  if  applied  to  tbepollo-^obiigittg 
nen  in  the  middle  classes  of  life  to  pay,  some 


observation,  but  the  distress  is  general  end  gieut. 
How  are  a  people  thus  oireumstaneed  to  pay  the 
heavy  does  to  Government?  Yet  we  see  no  Mil 
introduced  to  repeal  the  Internal  tales.  ladeed. 
sir,  if  yon  lavish  the  public  treksures  as  proposed 

5  this  and  other  bills,  iris  impossible  that  auy 
those  laws  should  ever  be  repealed.  We  have 
lately  heard  on  this  floor  something  in  fkvor  of 
economy,  Tetreochment ;  but  to  what  purpose 
retrench,  if  you  are  ihos  prodigal  of  tbe  people's 
money?  Besides,  you  have  yet  many  claims 
upon  your  justice,  and  upon  your  hnmanity,  to  ail- 
tofy  the  awmetous  demands  arisfins  from  (ne  d^- 
olations  of  war.  to  stop  the  bleeding  wounds  Of 
the  soldieri  and  Wad  up  the  brol^n-hesried  widow, 
and  sueeor  the  fatherless  orphan  of  your  war. 
Nay,  more,  your  ttilimry  are  insatiable  ki  their 
demanda^I  uNun  soeh  of  them  as  prefer  moucy 
to  honor,  and  snch  there  are,  who  would  not  bee- 
itate  to  open  your  Treasury  Irlth  the  bayonet ! 

Mr.  OoiA«  of  New  York,  observedr  that  tfie 
Oonstittt^on  wes  Inierposed  as  an  obstacle  to  the 
appmpriatioa.  When,  he  said,  shell  Vfo  have  atty 
nnncipte  settled  and  at  rest  in  this  Gotevhmeul? 
Is  everything  eobe  tepl  in  fiuetuatlon  and  uncer- 
tainty fu  all  future  time,  and  the  fhiics  of  expeli- 
eaiee,  the  benefit  of  example,  of  precedeot,  Whieh 
is  admitted  in  everything  else,  to  fiud  too  ]daee 
here? 

U  know  twcMy-flve  yeaie  sinee  this  great  Coh- 
stituCional  qoestioft  Was  argued  before  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  argOed  by  the  gretft- 
est  of  men,  aad  decided  uuder  the  most  favorable 
ausploee.  it  was  decided  shortly  after  tbe  ^M^ 
lion  of  the  Ckmstitution,  While  the  objects  ef  the 
laatruaMot  aad  tbe  views  of  its  authors  were  w^ 
oadeietood ;  aod  WAuamoron  yielded  to  the 
decision  his  deliberate  sauotioo. 

Most  impormut  measuM  of  the  Oovemment 
have  beeu  adopted  Ip  oooformity  wiCh  this  decis- 
ion. It  is  time,  I  mtist  thinh,  to  apply  the  prib- 
eiple  of  **rm  jwUcaia,^  and  put  the  question  Ut 
resL  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  there  has  beeu  hs 
I  geucfai  an  acquieseenee  of  the  eommueity  iu  the 


orty,  eome  eighty,  and  others  oae  hundred  dol-  , 

are,  per  UDUom.    Tbe  reeults  ia  the  other  towns  decision  as  could  be  eipeeted  in  a  ease  on  which 

leurly  the  same.    PortiandL  which  has  sullered  the  great  parties  of  the  country  divided  in  vielent 

. .. — A.. ^ —  hostilitv.    I  may  add,  further,  the  ease  Wa^H^Mly 


levevely  by  the  depression  efoommerce  and  nav- 
aattoD,  with  a  populaeieu  ef  7,100,  paid  on  an 
iverage  of  five  years  ending  with  1816  bv  Smie, 
sovBty ,  and  town  tates,  $15,185 1  aad  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  an  average  of  two  yeats,  (1614  and 
1816^)  $l£j^9  for  intetnel  tuxes*  Some  of  the 
letters  to  ne  conveying  the  above  informatiou 
soDtsun  most  distressiag  accounts  ef  thesituHton 


Tbe  express  power  del^Mted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion over  commerce,  applies  equally,  hnd  in  the 
same  terms,  to  infernal,  to  **  commerce  among 
the  States,''  as  to  foreign  commerce;  and  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  Is  as  plenary,  ttB  absolute,  over 
oae  as  the  other:  it  is  all  tbe  power  which  any 


of  many  of  the  iuhabttauts.    [Mr*  K.  here  read  |  sovereign  integiul  government  could  or  ought  to 


eattracts  fiem  sevetal  letters  flrem  his  cerrespood- 
ente.  One  of  them  says:  *"  I  think  our  eondltiou 
I  beie  wanu  much  more  improvement  than  in* 
(  terual  roads  and  canals ;  for  I  know  net  how  the 
'  people  will  pomtbly  obtain  bread  this  teasoo. 
(  Induin  corn  is  sold  here  at  fifteen  and  sixteen  shil- 
'  liwgs  pet  bushel,  and  scarce  at  that.  It  is  said 
(  that  a  poor  man  here  lately' worked  fire  days  for 
<  eush  enough  to  get  one  bushel  of  corn !  His 
«  fumily  is  a  wife  and  five  or  six  children*'']  I 
only  elte  these  instaaees  as  falling  within  my  own 


exeseise  upon  bfoed  ptincioies  of  legislation.  This 
power  is  mtet  esseotial.  in  war  a  saperior  nafal 
foroe  may  lock  up  the  cosstiuff  trade  of  the  couta- 
tty ;  the  eflbets  or  whioh  can  be  obriated  ouly  by 
a  chain  of  canals  from  bay  to  bay,  along  tbe  line 
of  the  seaboard.  Improved  roads  may  eontribote 
to  the  same  purpose.  Interior  facilities  of  com- 
munication may  be  added  to  enliven  industry, 
and  mitigate  the  pressure  of  war. 

Prom  another  specified  power,  to  provide  ibr 
the  ^common  defence,"  this  Constitutioiml  qoes- 
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tioD  derives  great  supfKMrt.  Tbe  rapid  moTemeot 
of  troops  from  one  point  of  attack  lo  aaother,  as 
well  on  the  seaboard  as  the  inland  frontier,  to 
meet  the  rtLtying  attacks  of  an  enemy ;  the  speedy 
•tranaport  of  ordnance  and  hear^  naval  eqnip- 
•ments,  to  points  of  assault  and  defence,  will  often 
'become  indispensable.  The  experience  of  the 
last  war  places  the  sabject  in  the  strongest  light. 
The  dangerous  delays  in  the  transportation  of 
ordnance  and  naval  .equipments,  will  be  remem- 
bered by  all.  Weeks,  nay^  I  may  say  months, 
«lap8ed  in  the  forwarding  of  ordnance,  anchors, 
dbc,  from  the  deaboari  to  the  northern  frontier  of 
New  York.  I  am  not  certain  that  the  anchor  of 
|he  last  {rreat  ship,  built  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  has 
yet  reached  that  place.  A  military  road,  as  well 
as  a  canal,  is  highly  necessary  between  the  Hud- 
«on  and  the  Lakes;  and  this  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

On  general  principles,  aa  applicable  to  the 
territory  of  the  united  Stales;  a  territory  extend- 
ing from  the  frozen  region  of  the  north  to  the 
climate  of  the  sugar  cane  and  the  vine;  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  setting  son  in  tha  west,  it  is  im- 
possible not  to  see  the  fairest  theatre  for  internal 
commerce,  that  was  ever  presented  to  any  gav- 
ernment,  ancient  or  modern.  To  overlook  these 
advantages— to  suy  the  hand  of  improvement,  is 
to  do  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  community;  is 
40  be  wanting  in  the  highest  dniy  of  legislation. 
What,  sir,  have  we  recently  seen?  The  British 
Qovernment,  relying  on  supplies  to  be  drawn 
from  the  northern  parts  of  the  United  States, 
through  the  provinces  of  the  Canadas  and  New 
Brunswicl^  united  with  the  scanty  products  of 
those  provinces,  for  her  West  India  islands,  has 
interdicted  all  tiade,  in  American  ships,  between 
our  Atlantic  ports  and  those  islands*  If  those 
softies  from  the  Stales  to  Montreal,  are  not  pre- 
rented  by  canal  improvements  between  ilie  great 
Lakes  and  the  Hudson,  afiording  facilities  to  a 
market  in  the  States,  the  present  policy  of  Qreat 
Britain  will  prove  successful,  and  a  deep  and 
lasting  wound  be  inflicted  on  our  commesce.  and 
the  nursery  of  our  seamen. 

It  was  about  the  close  of  the  last  war  that  a 
volume  was  published  by  a  Mr.  Anderson,  ad- 
dressed to  the  British  Government,  on  hcJialf  of 
the  provinces  of  the  Canadaa  and  New  Brans- 
wick.  The  great  object  was,  to  show  that  those 
provinces,  aided  by  supplies  to  be  drawn  from  the 
adjoining  States  of  the  Union,  could  satisfy  the 
wants  ofthe  British  West  Indies. 
,  The  writer  urges  at  great  length  the  beneflu  of 
the  intercourse  between  those  provinces  and  the 
States;  the  supplies  to  be  drawn  from  the  latter; 
and,  more  than  all,  the  means  of  smuggling 
British  manufactures  into  the  States  all  along  a 
line  of  eleven  hundred  miles  from  the  northeast 
to  the  northwest  point  of  our  territory.  He  in- 
sisU  that  this  illicit  trade  may  bid  defiance  to  the 
inspection  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  ex- 
periment is  now  in  course  of  trial  by  the  British 
Qovernment,  whether  she  may  not  wholly  ex- 
^ude  our  shippiog  from  her  West  India  islands.  I 
Our  own  citizens  are,  in  their  export  to  Canada, 


dail^r  giving  strength  to  this  policf,  and  it  is  i«- 
posstble  for  the  C^vernmenc  of  this  eomtiY  la 
shut  their  eyas  against  the  coaseqacBcn.  Cooi- 
mercial  connexions  are  forming,  and  the  trade 
has  already  swelled  to  an  amonwt  heymd  what 
will  be  easily  credited. 

It  18  not  to  be  dissembled,  that  the  State  of 
New  York  has  a  great  object  in  openiag  the  com- 
marcial  inter  course  between  the  Lakes  and  the 
Htidson  river,  in  order  to  turn  the  tmde  from 
Montreal  to  New  York.  Has  not  this  Siale^  Jec 
me  ask,  a  claim  on  the  National  QovenraacBt  to 
aid  her  in  commerrial  improrenicDCa?  New 
York,  In  the  national  compact,  rdiiiqiiished  to 
the  Union  the  richest  harvest  of  inapoat  ever 
gathered  into  the  Treasury ;  an  impost  which  sfe 
might  have  retained  to  heraeifj  and  widi  which 
she  might  have  carried  improvements  in  caaah 
aad  roads,  to  every  commanding  poiot  of  her  ex- 
tended territory.  The  port  of  New  York  yields 
to  the  Government  nearly  one-third  of  the  com- 
mercial revenue  oi  the  Union,  and  tlie  prodoet  of 
the  last  year  only  would  transcend  the  eadre  cost 
of  the  great  canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hadaon. 
The  equity  of  this  claim  is  confidently  adircased 
lo  the  <3overnment;  it  is  hoped  the  appeal  will 
not  be  made  in  vain. 

It  has  been,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  aiagoUr  ioc  of 
great  national  enterprises^  and  espeemf  of  canals, 
to  be  resisted  by  prejudice,  by  narrow  eaicnhi- 
tions  and  short-sighted  views,  hot  in  the  end  sun- 
cess  has  been  signal  and  the  triumph  complete. 
While  the  efiects  have  swelled  tiue  tide  of  national 
prosperity,  the  authors  have  recetred  a  rich  re- 
ward for  their  toils  aad  persevemnee.     The  hon- 
orable member  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gai#- 
aouN,)  who  so  zealously  brought  the  sabject, 
now  under  consideration,  before  Coqgveai^  and 
has  so  ably  vindicated  it,  well  merin^  ia  my 
humble  opinion,  the  thaakt  of  hU  eouaUf,    It  is 
the  commencement  of  a  system  of  improvement 
which  cannot  fail  to  confer  the  greatest  and  moat 
lasting  benefits  on  the  eommanity.    The  aabieet 
of  the  patriot's  fears,  the  vulnerable  point  ofthe 
body  politic,  is  the  imperfect  union  of  the  States. 
Now,  sir,  what  can  better  promote  nod  aeenre 
this  great  object  of  national  aelicttnde  thnn  the 
measure  under  cooatderation  ?    It  is,  air,  by  im- 
proved roads  and  canals  that  commerctid  inter- 
course, in  this  widdf  extended  empire)  ia  promo^ 
ted,  and  the  citizens  of  remote  parts  brongnt  into 
correspondence  aad  acquaintanoe  with  each  other; 
it  ia  by  such  means  alone  that  the  North  aad  the 
South,  the  Bast  and  the  West,  can  he  cemented 
and  preserved  in  a  lasting  bond  of  nnion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  aatd  he  kmd  erer  beea 
in  favor  of  internal  im[»revementa,  and  he  had 
carried  theory  into  practice  as  far  aa  his  humble 
abilities  and  private  means  enabled  him  to  do. 
There  were  few  public  improvements,  he  saidut 
the  district  he  represented,  that  had  not  had  his 
aid.    As  a  member  of  Congress,  he  had  given  his 
trote  and  his  aid  fo  every  improvemeat  of  the 
country  that  had  in  view  a  national  object  Bnt, 
sir,  said  Mr^  S.,  I  never  had  conceived  it  my  duly 
to  vote  for  the  appropriation  of  large  sums  of 
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aontj  to  be  firitMctd  awairaiidmUid  tao^eete 
>f  irifitog  kBpoffMMitto. .  Such)  I  coBotm,  will 
le  the  appiieatioii  of  the  fund  eonumpltied  by 
he  bill  now  under  eonsideratioD. 

The  bill,  at  ori|iiiall)r  reported,  said  Mr.  S., 
rested  a  fnnd  of  nx  bundrea  aod  fifty  tboofand 
tolJara  per  anoum,  or  pledged  the  interest  of 
leven  millioas,  in  perpetuity,  for  inCeual  iaa- 
trovements,  to  be  applied  as  Congress  might  hece- 
fter  direct,  and  the  gentleman  (Mr*  Calbodn) 
tated  some  of  the  objects  to  which  the  fond 
roald,  he  presumed,  be  applied.  Sir,  bed  the  bill 
itained  that  shap^  the  fund  might  have  been 
pplied  to  great  national  objects.  1  will  mention 
ome  of  them.  The  first  in  consequence,  in  my 
stimation,  is,  to  connect  the  water  of  Lake  £rie, 
y  a  canal,  with  the  Hudson.  The  importance 
f  such  a  work  must  present  Itself  to  every  well- 
dformed  mind.  Unles»  s«eh  a  canal  be  made, 
he  produce  of  the  Lakes  and  of  the  rich  lands  of 
*(ew  York,  bordering  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
^ake  Ontario,  must  find  a  market  at  Montreal, 
nd  the  advantages,  of  course,  of  a  great  propor- 
ion  of  our  country,  must  go  to  Great  Britain  and 
er  colonies.  A  canal  from  Lake  Erie  would 
raw  the  greater  portion  of  the  products  to  New 
fork.  No  sum,  Air.  Speaker,  could  be  too  great 
>  efket  an  ol^ect  so  grand,  so  splendid.  This 
ill  wiii  afford  a  trifle  only  towaros  it.  Another 
reat  obiect  would  be  to  construct  canal  locks 
round  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  by  which  a  certain 
svigation  would  be  secured  to  ships  and  vessels 
e^cendiog  that  river,  to  the.  neat  advantage  .of 
enasylvania.  Virginia^  .and  the  Western  Siates. 
^here  are  otner  great  national  objects,  said  Mr. 
\^  which  are  familiar  to  all,  and  which  might 
ave  been  perfected  i(  the  bill  had  leoiained  jis 
riginally  reported,  but  which  will  be  paralyzed 
y  the  bill  on  the  table.    Let  os  take  a  view  of  it. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  appropriates  a  capital  of 
ear  eleven  millions,  or  $050,000  per  annum,  to 
e  divided  among  the  States  annually,  in  proper- 
ton  to  the  number  of  their  Representatives  in 
be  House  of  Representatues,  and  the  proportion 
feach  to  be  applied  within  the  respective  States 
Q  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct. 
^his,  said  Mr.  S.,  appears  at  first  view  plausible 
od  fair;  what^  however,  will  be  its  operation? 
few  Hampshire^  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
lew  Jecsey,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  South 
/aroUna,  never  caa  have  any  increase  of  members 
Q  this  floor :  they  will  inereaee  ia  numbers,  but 
ueh  will  be  the  superior  increase  in  other  States, 
bat  I  must  consider  those  States  stationary  as  to 
epresentation  in  Congress.  Thus»  while  other 
liates  will,  at  every  census,  increase  their  pro- 
lortion  of  the  fund,  Uie  proportion  to  those  States 
rill  decrease.  Maryland  will  draw  for  four 
rears  from  the  fund,  a  proportion  as  9  to  183*-or 
(31,968  each  year.  In  1820  a  new  census  will  be 
aken,  after  which  her  proportion  will  probably  fail, 
>y  the  great  increase  of  New  York  and  the  West- 
•rn  States,  to  $25,000;  I  fear  to  a  less  amount; 
tod  in  ten  years  more,  to  perhaps  $15,000.  The 
i^^ber  stationary  States  which  I  have  named  will 
be  similarly  situate*   Delawere  will  now  divide 


117,100  aaaually.  This  bill  oats  heroff  efikoittaUr 
from  every  my  of  hope  of  ever  efleoting  her  gmad 

gan  of  connectiDg  the  bays  of  Chesapeake  and 
elaware.  Peiwsylvania  will  scarcely  apply  her 
proportion  out  of  her  own  State;  she  will  have 
projects  enough  within  her  own  territory.  I  will 
mention  one:  a  eaoal  to  connect  the  Susque- 
haanah  with  the  SchuylkiU,  which  will  divert 
her  attention  from  the  out  from  one  bay  to  the 
other.  New  Jersev  has  flattered  herselr  with  a 
canal  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Raritan.  This 
bill,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a  death-blow  to  such  hopes. 
That  object  U  one  of  great  aatioaal  importance, 
and  this  bill  grants  New  Jersey  about  |t2ij(X)0  per 
annum  for  four  years,  and  perhaps  fifteen  thoa- 
sand  doliara  for  ten  ymirs  thereafter,  to  perfect  a 
work  that  would  be  eminently  useful  to  this  na- 
tion, esneeiaUy  in  war,  and  which  cannot  be^es- 
ecotiBd  for  less  ibaa  two  millions  of  dollais. 

Gentlemen  may  flatter  themselves,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  the  liberaTity  of  Congress  will  hereafter 
yraat  sums  specifically  for  an  object  ao  lughly 
important.  Not  so,  Mr*  Speaker ;  this  bill  will  be 
the  preced<mt  that  the  Western  and  iaige  States 
will  oUag  to,  and  never  hereafter  wiU  they  apply 
a  sum  of  money  to  an  improvement  in  an^  State 
without  reooiring  for  themselves  a  eum  in  pro* 
portico  to  their  numbeis.  By  this  bill  the  sta<- 
tionary  Slates  are  making  themselves  completely 
tributary  to  thpse  which  may  be  the  ioereasta|g 
States^  Tbe  sum  proposed  lor  Maryland,  as  a£ 
ready  stated,  is  nearly  $32,000 ;  not  enough  to 
make  four  miles  of  agood  turnpike  road.  Ia  how 
many  parts  is  this  pittance  to  be  divided  ?  How 
many  will  be  the  claimants?  Baltimore  wiii 
want  it  perhaps  for  two  turapike  roads  and  thiee 
bridges  over  tite  Susqaehaonah,  tbe  Suequehaii>- 
nah  Canal  Company,  and  for  the  road  to  WaslM* 
ingtoa*  The  Potomac  Canal  Company  and  the 
caaal  between  the  two  bays  will  also  have  their 
claims.  All  of  these  are  difierent  interests;  all 
will  think  they  have  equal  claims ;  all  will  hav« 
their  ageo|fs  here  solicitini|  the  members.  What 
a  time  we  shall  have  t  Sir,  said  Mr.  &.,  you  are 
about  to  throw  the  apple  of  discord  into  t^ 
House-^ae  that  will  never  deeaVf  Instead  of 
members  attending  to  the  publie  mistness  here* 
after,  they  will  be  oonstanAly  enjpiged  in  bargain* 
ing,  trucking,  buying,  and  selling ;  and  he  that 
can  ffo  into  market  with  tweaty-nine  votes  in  his 
hand  will  make  tbe  besi  bargain.  Sir,  I  look 
with  disgust  at  the  picture  be£»e  my  eyes  thai 
will  result  from  this  bilL 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Caijiodii)  has  mentioned 
as  his  main  object,  a  great  turnpike  road  from 
Maine  to  Qeorgia.  The  gemleman,  said  Mr.  S.. 
knows  little^  if  he  believes  that,  the  money  will 
be  so  applied*  Manv  of  the  Stales  have  made . 
their  roads  and  bridges.  >  Thai  leading  nosUe 
brings  no  commerce  in  all  its  long  line  to  the 
seaports.  Does  the  gentleman,  asked  Mr.  S.,  re- 
ally believe  that  the  members  trom  Virginia  will 
apply  the  proportion  of  that  State  to  the.  road 
from  Alexandria  to  Richmond  ?  If  he  does-  he 
deceives  himself.  If  they  expend  the  ameuat  on 
roads  let  him  look  West;  there^s  the  dimdiioa. 


mnroKF  of  ookgrbw^. 
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Ntn  ft  dollar  wiO  be  tptni  on  Tirgf  sfa  f  o  m 
oiiMr  dkeelioa.  Nomtk  vote  be  venr  adroit,  if 
aoy  pare  will  ba  ezpaodad  oa  tbe  aaaal  of  ihe 
Dtsmai  Swamp^  a  caoal  of  gwat  aatiooal  iaiport- 
aaee.  aad  which  this  bill  will,  I  fear,  effectaallfr 
deprive  of  toy  importaat  national  aid. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  fraakly  oosfen,  that  I  would 
greatly  pieler  beiogeileat  oa  tbe  tobject  of  roods 
aad  eaaals  doriof  the  preeeot  eesnea.  We  hafe 
jiMt  emerged  from  aa  ezpenstve  war,  the  ebar|fe8 
of  which  are  aot  yei  koowa.  By  tbe  oezt  seteioo 
we  shall  have  a  more  eorrset  view  of  oor  fiaanoes. 
The  Tiew  we  aow  have  is  oo  estimaies.  Let  as 
iiet  pass  the  hill  for  ettabtishiag  a  sioktog  ftend. 
Let  us  haee  thKO  to  know  the  operatfon  of  tbe 
new  tariff  of  daties  laid  the  last  year.  Let  os 
know  the  attonnt  of  militia  aad  other  elaims  of 
the  Btatos,  and  the  arrearages  for  army  neeonati. 
All  these  can  be  known  by  thoaezt  scssioo,  when, 
if  wo  have  the  means,  gentlemen  will  fiad  me, 
said  Mr.  8.,  as  liberal  as  any;  member  of  this 
Honse  to  promote  objects  of  internal  improro* 
ment,  tending  to  giant  national  porposes.  Have 
wo  the  means  aow  to  meet  this  biU?  This  is  a 
^SNMioa,  ooolinoed  he,  which  the  gentlemaa 
ongbt  to  hoYe  asked  himself  before  he  brooffbt  ia 
the  bill.  Nay,  eir.  it  was  incambant  on  him  to 
ehow  that  we  eoold  spare  the  amonnt.  A  sum 
snob  as  9060,000  psr  aannm  will  sinJt  deep  into 
omr  finnncea.  Bir,  said  be,  the  great  ob^eets  ef 
Coagreai,  I  thotight,  on  its  meetiag,  was  to  estab- 
lish the  meaas  to  pay  off  the  natioBal  debt,  to 
leesea  the  pnblae  ozpeaditores,  and,  if  we  had 
nseaas  to  spare,  to  repesA  snch  of  the  Inteinal 
lazes  as  are  obnoiioos  and  nneqnal'^-soeh  as  the 
stamp  aet  aad  the  taz  on  lieeoses.  These  two 
taxes  are  vneqoal  and  nojnstin  their  operntion ; 
the  stamp  taz  ialls  on  the  aeeessrtoos,  and  is 
aeaded  ia  sonw  cities ;  the  retailer's  license  is 
paid  by  maay  poor  people,  who,  perhaps,  have 
not  n  capital  of  SMO,  some  aot  |^100.  My  opin- 
ion is.  said  Mr.  S*,  that  those  tazes  otight  to  be 
repealed  beftiro  we  apply  so  large  a  snqi  as  $MOf 
000  per  ananm  to  a  aew  and  nntrted  object  If 
we  pamthis  bill,  we  mast  keej^  oo  all  the  internal 
tazok  and  redoce  the  sum  which  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  have  proposed  fbr  the  pay- 
ment of  the  nattoaal  debt.  Sir,  I  have  said,  that 
the  gentleaian  ought  to  have  shewn  the  means  id 
meeting  this  large  appropriatioa.  I  made  a  mo- 
tion ia  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
repeal  tbe  iaternat  tazes;  bor,  on  ezamiaation,  I 
fonnd  (on  the  data  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury )  that  it  could  not  be  doae,  ualem  the 
sum  for  the  Siakiag  Paad  should  bo  lessened ;  I. 
therefore,  consented  to  waive  the  subject  until 
the  oezt  session.  Qentlemen  flatter  themselves, 
that  savinffs  mav  be  made  ia  our  ezpeadltuies. 
Seme  will  be  made  $  bat  not  to  aa  amount  greater 
than  will  meet  ouutanding  claims  of  States  and 
iadividoals,  aot  yet  settled,  aad  new  plans  of  ez- 
pendtag  money,  with  which  your  table  is  now 
covered. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  ezamined  the  finances, 
witb  a  view  to  the  bill  now  nader  discassion. 
The  data  I  have  taken  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 


aMtieaof  Ways  and  Meaneon  theSidti^Ftti, 

bottomed  on  the  report  of  the  BsmUiy  o(  he 
Trsnenry,  in  which  it  will  be  rscstteetd  At 
Secretary  charges  no  intevsst  on  tke  apitiltf 
seven  miiliens  vested  io  tlie  bank,  hnsH  k 
presumed  the  dividoid  would  meet  tbf  in«« 
of  thnt  interest ;  he  also  gives  erdh  hr  tk 
bonus  of  $1,500,000  from  tbe  kaak^  is  (km  is- 
nOal  paymeais,  as  it  beeommdae.  TktRNJt 
of  my  ezamination  is,n8  stated  ia  dwicportif 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meso%  ikit  tim 
will  be  in  tbe  Treasury.— 
On  ths  ist  day  of  Janneiy»  IBia  •      -  |S;l8l|a 
IMast  one  yesr's  intflfest,  p^iUs  salk 
f7/K»,OO0  beak steek In  1017,  at  Smt 
* I8M» 


egiesably  te  the 


of  1017, 
taiy^iepott 


Deduct  Iheiefiom — 

Penasneat  expeases  of  10 10, 
less  four  millions,  to  be  ed- 
vancsd  fiom  the  ^H'f 
Fund  of  1818,  to  pardiMS 
dM  in  1817  .IMM^ 

Interest  on  bsnk  stodt  Ibr  1818      3M;aOO 


Suiplas 


19,WK» 


mfi» 


In  the  IVmsury,  1st  of  isautfy,  1811    •     70010 
Fswianit  levsnoe  asr  ■esweBLi>i  not  »P»^ 


JMOO^ 


Dadact 

PwaHaeat  ennttri  mvenm  ^  ftxmi^ 

Interest  on  bank  stoek   •      -     m0OO 

Ditto  on  bonus*  ao<MMO  paid  ^ 

inthisyesf    '^^      -       M^OOO 


Barplns    • 
Peraanenf  revenue  m  1890 


70,000 
3t;i5O,O00 


Permsnent  eznensm  Ibr  18M  tiJSMfi^ 
Interest  on  bein  stock    •  868,000 

Ditto  on  bonus,  one  million    ^      08,000 


»»818^808 


n;mfl» 


It  is,  however,  ^peeted  that  the  >desof  W 
will  ffirt  more  than  tto  usual  amooDt  in  m 
but  not  more,  in  my  opiaion,  than  will  beoeti^ 
new  and  increased  ezpenditore.  Uoder  this  i^ 
of  our  finaaces  I  cannot,  at  this  ttm^f^jL' 
8.,  consent  to  aay  new  plan  of  oxpeodi^°^ 
public  moaey.  My  great  objeet  is  to  wf  ^Z 
national  debt,  which  the  plan  propoiM  vfvn 
Committee  of  Ways  aad  Bfeaas  will  doii  t*^^ 
years,  and  if  there  shaU  appear  to  beison»« 
when  we  nezt  meet,  let  us  first  repeal  ae  low 
nal  tazes;  they  were  war  tazes,  whiek  ^ 
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1  pwei  l»  €— IIP—  cetlrttt  tiai»»  »ad  no  iwifir ; 
:  yoo  mre  pltd|fH|  io  good  fiuth  lo  the  people  4o 
i  repeal  theoy  «e  aooa  ee  vo«  hive  the  aieeoe  from 
I  otkcroltfeeie  to  oeeet  tiie  neeoMery  lyeaiae  of 
'  GtoTenoMttt.  Be  j«at  j  pay  your  ptomiee  lo  tke 
I  peeole  befofo  f ott  pledge  eiiekan  emovnt  forever 
I  oe  #850^000  pee-eiBim.  U  yon  pMe  the  bill, 
I  tk»  ioterael  tosee  either  m«et  remaift'apoB  the 
f  people,  or  yott  most  leepeo  the  earn  propoeed  lo 
r  ezUBgoish  the  ootieael  debt*  Bic,  a  teotkrioao 
t  ffom  North  OaroUaa,  (llr«  DioKHUiyl  mored  a 
nsolotioo  this  noeoing  lo  repeal  the  tax  on  ealt. 
I  It  failed.  If  bappeoe  T«ry  extiaordioarily  that 
the  dmy  en  salt,  aoioaiiis  aoooaBy  to  #890^000, 
the  precise  sum  that  this  bill  .appropriates  toi 
I  roads  and  eaoais;  and  I  mther  thAok  it  probable 
•  thai  tbe  people  io  North  Caroliaa  wooid  prefer 
i  a  biU  to  repeal  the  duty  of  tweaty  ceau  per  boshel 
oa  salty  to  the  bill  for  expendiag  ihe  whole 
^    aaaoQiit  reeetved  froes  that  daty. 

Ii  iMM  been. said,  eoaiAoaed  Mr,  8.,  thac  the 
'  great  poblie  read  whteh  eeooeeis  ihe  Ohio  with 
the  AtUftlio  9uieB,  has  beea  hi^bi  beoeficiai  to 
Biaryland,  aad  particularly  to  Baltimore.  It  b 
tnso  \  and  penoit  aae  to  boast  a  Ituleoo  thataob- 
jeet.  Sir,  dMt  great  and  iaaportaot  nod 
ohcaioed  by  the  coastant  ao4  uoeenitted 
tloDs  of  OoTernor  Worthiogioii,  aad  If  n  Mos- 
mow,  of  Ohio,  aod  my  homblie  codeaToe^  agaioet 
the  wieheeof  the  highest  and  deeervedly.  the  moet 
Dopalar  eharaoter  io  the  United  ftMHeeu  If,  lir. 
BpealMr»  I  had  never  done  any  other  benefieinl 
net  to  neoqamead  myeelf  to  eey  eonetltoents, 
that  one  action  eiight»aMi,  I  beiinvf,  wonld^  give 
an  theif  mfpoit  and  eonfidenee.  Bnt,  air^  at 
vboae  expense  hne  that  road  been  made  1  At 
the  eharae  of  tbe  United  Slates  1  Ifo.  Yon 
kaoir,  Mr.  Snenker,  that  a  oonmnet  vns  mnde 
between  the  United  Statee  aad  Ohio^  when  that 
Stnte  was  leeeiTed  into  the  Union,  by  whteh  the 
Stnto  of  Ohio  was  boond  to  levv  no  lax  on  the 

SiUie  hwd  not  on  any  land  sold  by  the  Untied 
tateoi  £dv  five  yeare  after  saeh  sale ;  the  United 
Stntcn  boand  iteelf  to  pay  to  the  Smteof  Ohio, 
five  per  eeat.  of  the  proeetde  of  all  land  s<da 
withta  that  State,  of  which  two  p«e  cent,  was  lo 
be  npplied  to  the  makiog  a  turnpike  read  firem 
the  river  to  the  Atlaniio  waieiB.  It  is  that  fnnd 
of  owe  which  fnrnishes  the  meana  lo  amke  the 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohioyand  tba  fiind 
is  aoapl V  snfficieat  to  eoeaplece  it  The  aid  given 
by  tJM  uaited  States  in  to  advance  aMaej  k 
tieipation  of  the  fand.  I  believe  thnt  Hill 
third  the  advance  has  already  been  reimboreed. 
The  Cnoiberland  road  has  beea  made  in  part, 
aad  the  leiidae  is  progremingi  by  the.  eitiseaa  nf 
Mnryhyady  at  their  own  expense,  to  Cnmberlnad, 
a  diftnnee^  I  believe^  of  160  or  170  milea  Theee 
the  United  States  have  commenced.  The  read 
nina  ahont  twenty*five  or  thirty  nilee  threagh 
.  Mnrylaad,  and  then  nins  throogh  Pennsylvnnia 
end  Viigiaia  to  the  Ohio. 

la  tee,  I  am  fbrapptopriatiBg  onr  fends,  when 
we  can  act  advisably  on  the  select,  to  the  mak- 
ing BQoh  reads  and  canals  as  have  for  their  ob- 
ject national  advantages ;  not  lo  be  divided  into 


H.orIt< 


land  JheigMlirent  somi^  eo  heaanlied  toah- 
jeclto  within  tho  power  and  means  of  the  Stntes 
tndividQnll)r» 

Mr.  SanmT,  of  Virginia,  said  thnt  he  had  in* 
tended,  before  the  final  question  was  tnbenoa  ibt 
bill  heinre  the  Honse,  to  have  given  his  opinion 
somewhat  la  deuil  oa  its  merits ;  but  the  late- 
ness of  the  hear,  ns  well  «  the  persuasion  that 
the  time  of  the  Hooee  wns  predons,  indnced  him 
to  forbear  goioff  into  ihe  aub)eot  at  large.  He 
wonld  confine  himeelf  to  a  6w  geaerM  prinei- 

CBs,  which  he  thought  applicable  to  the^amtioa 
fore  the  Honee. 

Tbe  subject,  mid  Mr.  &,  preeenu  two  prope- 
sitioas  for  onr  eoniidefntion :  First— ^Does  tlm 
Constitution  autborize  Congse^s  to  mnke  provis- 
ion by  law  to  attain  ofajeete  such  as  are  eealem- 
pkted  by;  this  hiU  1  Seeeadly— If  such  power 
eaists,  is  it  expedieat  to  exercise  it  now,  and  in 
tbe  maaaer  pn»posed7  Oa  the  first  qaeitiea, 
thoMfh  I  aooord  la  sentiment  with  the  honorabfe 
gentleman  firam  Sontb  Garoliea  (Mr*  CUi.Bora) 
that  we  have  the  power,  yet  I  do  not  agiee  wiiii 
him  tbat  we  derive  it  from  that  clnase  io  the 
Conetitation  to  which  he  referred  it|  that  which 
empowers  Ceagreee  ^  to  lay  and  enlleet  taxen, 


datiee.  impoet^  and  excieest  lopor  (be  debuaad 
provioe  m  the  c< 


defence  and  geaeml 
eUare."  I  do  aot  view  the  latter  weounee  m 
oontaiaing  a  distinot  sabemntlve  gmat  of  power. 
It  most  be  taken  ta  eonnexiea with  the.othor 
peovisione  in  the  Conetittiiioa ;  and,  ia  mjr  opin- 
ion, ought  to  be  nndeniasd  in  this  senee— that 
Congiess  shall  have  powsr  to  levy  money  ^to 
provide  for  the  ceauaoa  defence  and  geneml 
welfare."  so  far  ae  the  eommoa  dtienee  aadgea- 
eral  welfore  is  confided  to  them  by  this  Oeaiti- 
lution*  . 

U  we  possem  tbe  power  in  qnmiion,  it  must  be, 
as  incidental  to  some  one  or  moeeof  the  pawem 
expremlv  delegated  teus|  asan  instrament  the 
more  efMcUaal^  lonMnin  seme  or  all  of  tbe  great 
ends  for  which  this  Qoveinmtint  was  insiitnied. 
It  is  here  where  theee  erho  contend  lor  the  exiel- 
eaee  of  this  power,  and  those  who  deny  it,  seen- 
rate*  It  has  been  said  by  eome.  aad  suied  to-aay 
by  an  honorable  geatlemaa  /rom  Oonnoetiaat 
(Mr.  PiTKM)  as  hie  opiaioo,  tbnt  Cengrem  ceald 
employ  ao  meane  to  carry  ioloefbct  the  deUgn- 
ted  powen,  hnteuch  as  were  aheohnely  aeceemry. 
[Mr.PiTEin  here  eose  and  said  he  had  staled  it 
not  ae  hie  own,  bet  the  opiniea  of  others^  with 
which  he  disagreed.}  Mr.  Sanmr  said  he  was 
glad  to  find  he  was  mistaken.  It  was  aaapiniea. 
however,  ecMOOriy  eatertnined,  and  often  ntteied 
on  ihiefbor.  If  enchis  really  the  foot,  then  thb 
Qovernmi nt  is  withont  any  aower  whatever.  As 
in  the  phyeical  and  moral,  so  in  the  politionl 
world,  there  is  seercely  an  end  which  may  not  he 
nttaiaed  bf  difierent  meene.  If  the  olgeets  eon- 
fided  to  von  can  be  effeoted  only  hjr  such  mnnas 
as  are  abeolutdy  neeeemry,  how  will  you  efieet 
any  ?  If,  to  execute  the  power  ^  to  ley  and  oo^ 
loot  taxes,"  yon  dicrct  that  my  knd  shall  be  eeU 
for  Doa^pnyinent  of  a  direct  tax,  I  may  mf  the 
law  is  nnconetttutional,  becanse  it  is 
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hrt«ly  BtcMMtythac  yoastoild  wtU  mj  Imad: 
you  migfat  «eU  my  hoose,  or  obtaia  tbe  tax  by 
any  other  means ;  all  of  them,  perhaps,  eqaally 
eertato  co  attain  the  end,  bot  none  of  them  abso- 
lutely necoBsary.  If  to  excente  and  proTide  pro- 
par  sanottonB  to  your  laws,  embracing  snbjoets  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  Congress,  you  impose  im- 
prisonment on  tbe  deiinqoent,  may  he  not  say 
that  you  are  gutity  of  usurpation ;  that  tbe  priva- 
tion of  bis  liberty  is  not  absolotelv  necessary  to 
execute  your  laws  ?  In  faet.  sir,  tnere  is  no  im- 
aginable case  where  this  doctrine  would  not  un- 
nerre  you,  and  render  this  Qovernment,  formed 
for  great  purpose^  and  ostensibly  invested  with 

Seat  powers,  utterly  imbecile,  and  a  subject  of 
irision  and  contempt. 

Tbose  who  formed  this  Government,  acted 
kke  wise  and  practical  statesmen.  Tbey  desig- 
nated tbe  objects  of  your  jurisdiction^;  the  means 
which  you  siiould  employ  to  secure  those  objects, 
they  did  not,  because  thev  could  not  prescribe. 
Tbey  left  the  selection  of  the  instruments  to  those 
who  should  be  appelated  to  use  them.  They  in- 
vested you  with  all  the  means  "  necessary  and 
proper"  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  delegated  powers, 
and  left  you  to  determine  what  was  "neceuary 
and  proper."  Heace  I  contend  that  if  tbe  object 
itsdi  is  within  your  control,  a  measure  which 
tcnda  10  promote  or  effectuate  it  is  not  limited  by 
any  Constitutional  restriction,  bot  is  a  matter  of 
discretion,  for  tbe  abuse  of  which  we  are  respon- 
sible to  our  constituents,  as  in  those  cases  wnere 
the  power  is  unquestionable. 

X  nad  intended  to  have  shown  how  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  tended  to  promote  many  of  the 
ob^ts  wbieb  have  been  expressly  confided  to 
this  Government.  For  the  reasons  already  men- 
tioned, I  shall  confine  myself  to  one  or  two  top- 
ics. The  common  defence,  involving  protection 
afpaiast  domestic  violence,  and  security  from  for- 
'Oign  invasion,  areolijects  not  only- confided  to  us, 
but  constitute  high  and  commauinng  duties.  To 
render  defence  against  foreign  invasion  (which, 
in  in  Ha  vury  nature,  supposes  the  «nemy  to  have 
Ibo  ccmmaad  on  tne  ocean)  effectual,  is  it  not 
necessary  that  vou  should  have  all  imaginable 
Iboiliiiee  in  oolncting  and  concentrating  your 
forces  $  tansporting  subsistence,  artts.  nod  mu- 
nitions I  and  maintaining  tbe  coaMBomcatioB  be- 
tween d^nttt  important  and  commanding  po- 
sitions f  And  bow  is  this  to  be  effected  ?  There 
is  but  one  answer:  by  means  of  roads  and  eannls. 
Is  this  Qoveinment,  then,  to  be  dependent  for 
those  indttpoDsable  facilities  on  tbe  authorities  of 
tbe  fiUates,  who  may  or  may  not  provide  them  1 
Tbe  nflkmative  imdies  that  the  duty  of  defence 
has  been  imposed  i^ion  lu  i  but  the  power  and 
>Hienne  to  vender  it  effectual,  are  lert  in  other 
bands.  For  asvaelf  I  caanot  yield  to  a  constmc- 
Cion  which  woald  lendar  this  Constitution  utterly 
destitute  of  wisdom,  dalkr  as  this  object  is  con- 
ecrnedi  our  powers,  in  my  opinion,  aro  ample; 
ind  this  object  alone  would  autborixe  us  to  es- 
tablish a  line  of  toads  and  canals  along  tho  whole 
of  on  maritime  frontier;  not  to  be  delayed  until 
imipefious  necessity  demanded  tboir  use,  for  tbe 


purposes  mentioned,  blit  to  be  proceeded  ofds 
whenever  it  should  oe  deeaned  expedieot. 

But  there  is  another  primary  power  dd^HBd 
to  Coogtessi  in  the  exeeution  of  whieh  tlie  mm& 
provided  by  this  bill  are  dually**  sceessa/fai 
proper,"  and  admit  of  tf  more  eztessire  seopL 
By  the  second  clause  of  tho  enumerated  Icfiditire 
powers,  Gone  ress  are  tutborixed  ^  to  regtitete  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  betweet  t)lettT^ 
ral  States,  and  with  tbe  Indian  tribei."  Wkirii 
tbe  nature  of  tbe  powers  here  vested  ?  Tfie  reg- 
ulatioos  of  commerce  with  foreign  astiois^tH 
with  tbe  Indian  trlbeirhnvte  been  onirersillf  eoi- 
sidered  as  exclusive  powers  vested  is  the  GeBOil 
Government.  No  State  has  pretended  toiots- 
fore  with  either.  To  TCgulate  eommeroe  betvm 
the  several  States,  in  its  nature  most  be  exclosife. 
The  conflictin)r  legislation  of  the  Sutes  voolii 
destroy  the  uniformity  which  tbir  clsose  wis  is- 
tended  to  establish.  Besides,  two  or  more  Sols 
could  not  regulate  tbe  commeree  betweeo  tlieo. 
but  by  compact,  which  they  are  exprenifforbiddea 
from  eniermg  into,  wfthoot  the  eosKStof  Oos- 


If  tbe  power  to  regulate  cottmeice  between 
the  States  is  entirely  and  exeluavdy  trtosfemd 
from  tbe  States,  i^o  formeriy  ponessed  itj  to  ^ 
Uaited  Slates,  I  think  it  fair  to  infer  tbst  Coo- 
gress  now  possess  all  the  power  os  tbis  <iibjeet 
which  all  tbe  States  separately  ponetsed  wften 
tbey  consented  to  relinqutsb  it ;  or  in  other  words, 
that,  with  tbe  power  to  regulate  eommerce  be 
tareeo  themselves,  the  States  tnuisferred  sU  tbe 
means  which  tbey  might  have  used  ia  ezecattoi 
of  that  power,  as  inciclental.  Could  tbe  States, 
before  tbey  divested  themselves  of  tbe  power, » 
order  to  facilitate  commerce  sod  iaceivottrse  win 
one  another,  have  cut  canals  sod  msde  rosds? 
Could  two  or  more  (^  ihem  hare  eotvred  into 
compacts  providing  for  sueb  /aeilitJeB  ?  It  seems 
to  me  too  clear  for  denial.  Unless,  then,  it  can 
bo  shown  that  tbe  United  Butes  teeeived  the 
primary  power,  and  that  the  States  retained  the 
means  which  they  posMssed  to  examine  it  whUe 
in  their  bands,  the  infereace  is  stroog,  if  sot  irre- 
sistible, that  the  power  and  the  aesns  btre  been 
tranafemd  to  us.  ... 

It  is  said  that  the  exereise  of  this  power  wui 
coofliot  with  tbe  potiey  of  the  States,  sad  tnter- 
fere  with  their  designs  of  intensl  improvemeBt 
Tbu  oerminly  is  not  aa  argument  to  prore  m 
want  of  power.  Wherever  there  is  concwrtB^ 
jurisdiction  over  the  same  snbjeet,  soeb  inmet- 
enee  may  and  will  happea.  Saeh  eoBeonew 
jorlsdictiea  does  eziat  ia  many  other  cwek 
Should  any  oonflict  nrise,  the  CoostitsttoD  W 
established  you  as  tbe  supreme  satbontf;» 
which  not  only  tbe  laws  but  the  coosdtQtttfj^ 
tbe  Sutes  must  yield.  Bat  the  power  for  tm 
I  eanteod  as  befonging  to  tbis  <3«renu?f  j' ' 

Sroperly  exereiied,  will  rarely  ^odikt^^^ 
itate  purpose.    Their  power  is  to  r^«*!J,"l" 
lute  and  promote  trade  aad  intereoarse  f^ 
tbe  several  parte  of  tbe  same  State;  oan»  ^ 
effieot  like  objecto  between  tbe sevetal  mtotW^ 
the  UaioB.    The  one  purpoee  ii  local,  eos&Bea » 
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tbe  inteivat'  of  euh  State ;  the  other  is  general, 
embraciM  the  iotcfett  of  the  whole* 

It  msf  he  said  that  the  Stetee  hy  proTiding  ft* 
cilitiee  oi  intereoone,  eeeh  between  its  soTeral 
parts^  rhetehT  effwt  the  objeets  which  I  assign  to 
the  uaiied  Blatef.  Bat  is  the  eommeree  ea4 
eovaiaBieatioB  between  the  several  memben  (so 
important  to  strengthen  the  bond  of  nnioo)  to  be 
left  to  the  Statee^  whose  jealoosies  and  desira  of 
aggiBsdizement  in  many  eases  woald  lead  then 
to  ohatriiet  tt?  It  is  notorious  that  the  power  to 
regulate  eonsBeree  between  the  several  Slates, 
as  confened  on  Congress,  grew  oot  of  the  mcas* 
nres  which  had  been  adofrted  by  several  States, 
tonduiif  to  restrict  and  lessen  the  eomnercial  in- 
toreonrae  between  them  and  other  States.  The 
States  will  be  partial  to  their  own  towns  aad 
porta^  and  they  will  give  faeiiities  to  draw  the 
trade  of  the  iaterior  to  them,  thoogh  iu  natarai 
current  (which  thev  will  obstract  by  all  possible 
means)  wonld  lead  it  elsewhere.  This  is  the 
naiaral  efibrt  of  the  spirit  of  Slate  aggrandizement 
aad  local  jcaloosy.  With  ns  it  cannot  make  the 
same  progres»,  becanse  we  soperiniend  the  iniei^ 
est  of  the  whole.  Thera  are*some  objeots  vitally 
intereetiag  to  several  States,  to  the  accomplish- 
meat  of  which  private  means  and  enterpriss  are 
perhape  not  competeat,  and  which  it  would  be 
Bajost  to  expect  to  be  effected  by  the  State  who 
has  the  local  jarisdiction  $  saeh,  for  insuace.  as 
the  cattinf^  a  canal  rooad  the  rapids  of  the  Onio. 
AU  the  immease  regioa  above  aad  below'  is 
eqaaUy  interested  in  efecting^  this  great  object. 
Shall  Keatocky  or  Indiana  alone  bear  the  bordeU) 
when  many  others  are  alike  benefitted  by  the  re- 
salt  1  Can  thoie  Sutes  effect  it  whose  territo- 
ries are  diiiaot  ?  Ceruinlynot.  Who,  then,  is 
to  provide  for  this  mat  object  ?  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  who  has  nnder  its  ex* 
elttsive  control  the  commerce  between  the  several 
Sutes. 

It  remaias  to  be  considered  whether,  by  a  ftiir 
ceastrnction,  the  words  ^  to  regulate''  commerce 
between  the  several  States  confer  the  power  to 
aflbrd  it  all  reasonable  facilities.  I  understated 
the  word  ^  rcgnlate,"  as  used  in  the'present  in- 
stance, to  imi^y  an  entire  control  over  the  sabjeet 
in  aU  iu  rehitions.  Such  has  been  the  uniform 
construction  ef  thie  Government  as  administered 
by  all  parties.  The  tame  clause  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  '^rcjiutate^  commerce  be- 
tween the  esveral  Sutes,  gives  the  power  to  reg^ 
ulate  commerce  with  foraign  nations,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes.  Under  the  ftrst  of  these  pow- 
ers, Congress,  to  give  external  commerce  all  pos- 
sible facilities,  have  erected  light-houses.  piers, 
aad  beacons;  they  have  established  regulations 
for  seamen  in  the  merchant  service;  they  have 
levied  a  capiution  Ux  on  these  seamen,  contrary 
to  the  rule  of  the  Constitution,  (as  beioff  a  case 
not  embraced  by  it,)  to  create  a  hospital  rand  ibr 
the  sick  aad  disabled.  Congress,  under  this  pow- 
er, have  suspended  commerce  entirely.  Under 
the  power  to  ''ragnlate"  commerce  with  the  In- 
dian uibes,  trading  houses  have  been  erected  nnd 
roads  opened.    Ihd  aiky  pertoa  ever  olject  to 


these  ecu  (ibe  onesaspendiag  commesee  except* 
ed)  as  transcending  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
this  Government?  Formyseif  I  cansay  I  never 
heard  of  any  such  objeotion.  This  detail  con- 
ulns  a  practical  construction  of  the  word  **  regu- 
late," aad  furaishes,  moreover,  a  complete  an- 
swer to  the  idea  often  repeated  on  this  j&oor,  that 
we  can  employ  only  such  means  as  directly  uad 
to  exeeou  the  delegated  powers ;  that  we  dara 
not,  without  usarpation,  depart  one  step  oot  of  a 
direct  liae  ia  movlag  towaids  our  object. 

I  caaaot  subscribe  to  a  doctrine  which  we  have 
heard  from  a  respecUUe  source  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion,  that  the  consent  of  the  Sutes  is 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  make  roads  and  caaals. 
If  we  have  the  power  at  all,  it  is  the  supreme 
power,  which  will  exeouu  itself  not  only  with- 
out such  consent,  hot  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
the  Sutes.  The  coaseat  of  the  Sutes  cerulnly 
can  give  us  no  power  whera  the  Constitution  has 
not  vesud  it,  otherwise  it  might  happen  that  we 
might  do  in  one  Sute  what  we  could  not  do  in 
another.  The  idea  that  the  consent  of  the  Sutes ' 
is  necessary,  arises  from  blending  two  distinct 
sabjecis.  If  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the- 
roads  and  canals  when  construotai.  should  be 
desired  by  the  United  Sutes,  the  States  must 
first  relinquish  their  jurisdiction.  But  this  has 
no  connexion  with  the  act  of  making  the  roads 
and  canals.  You  build  custom-houses  without 
the  consent  of  the  Sutes;  but  their  territorial 
sovereignly  over  them  is  not  lost;  all  crimes 
committed  there  are  cogaixable  by  the  State  au- 
tharities.  So  it  wonld  be  in  relation  to  roads 
and  canals  msdc  by  your  authority. 

On  the  second  question,  embraced  by  the  meas- 
ure before  yon,  vix^  the  expediency,  I  shall  be 
very  concise.  To  me  it  appears  obvious,  that  by 
cicatin^  facilities  of  mutual  iaterceurse,  you  bring 
the  difiereatparu of  this exunsi ve  country  nearer 
together.  The  inhabitaau  of  the  different  por- 
tions, by  becoming  better  acquainted,  will  become 
better  friends.  Local  ambition,  jealousy,  and  ani- 
mosity will  be  lessened;  the  Union  will  be 
strengthened,  because  national  benefit  will  be 
added  to  national  seoority,  as  an  additional  mo- 
tive for  as  to  remain  one  people.  But  the  hon- 
orable gentlemaa  from  IMuiryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
has  given  us  a  detail  of  our  finances,  from  wbich 
he  infers,  that  however  useful  and  proper,  -in  it- 
self, this  measora  may  be,  our  aieaas  do  not  au- 
thorize the  underiaking  at  this  time.  I  will  not ' 
iftow  enter  into  the  question  whether  his  infer* 
ence  is  correct,  thoogh  I  incline  to  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  given  a  picture  of  our 
resources  loo  uniavorable.  But  1  would  rather 
retrench  in  other  expenditures  than  permit  ^is 
great  object  to  be  neglected.  Reduce  your  army, 
introduce  a  system  of  rigid  and  well-reaulateil 
economy  (not  parsimony)  into  the  administra- 
tion of  your  finances,  instead  of  the  waste  and 
disord^  wbich  now  prevail,  and  your  means  for 
effecting  the  purpose  contemplated  by  tbis  bill 
will  be  ample.  Indeed,  so  imjwrunt  is  this  sub- 
ject to  the  country,  in  my  opinion,  that  rather 
than  aee  it  £iiJ,  I  would  consent  to  borrow  moaey 


an 


SKTOBY  OF  OOKIMKMB* 


H.ovIU 


Fntt«Aftf ,  1817. 


at  61(^1  per  etnt^  orviaf  m  tmx  ea  the  eovntnr. 
The  6«paoiC^  «f  the  peo|>Je  to  paf  taxes  wobl4  be 
iaefeaeed  in  proportioB  as  the  price  of  transpor- 
taiion  of  their  prodiiets  lo  mafket  woald  be  4i* 
iftiaished*— a  result  whieb  kmisl  follow  a  welt* 
organized  and  liberal  systeas  of  iatenal  ianprofe* 
meat. 

BIf .  Yatb%  of  New  York,  said,  after  what  had 
been  already  said,  he  had  not  that  ezeessi?e  Taoity, 
and  he  hoped  he  never  would  baTe,  to  svppose 
that  he  comd  with  patieaee  be  beard  by  the  Hoose. 
in  lecfirritty  to  those  objects  of  great  natiooal 
coneer Hi  which  had  beea  so  ably  and  powerfnlfty 
presented.  The  adrantage  of  inCf  easy,  and  an- 
realraned  iatereonesev  its  efieet vpoa  the  nattoonl 
character,  upon  its  wealth,  resources  and  pFos* 
petity — apon  mutaal  attadunente,  and  attach- 
laaat  to  tbe  Gdremtnent  of  she  country,  ther  fa- 
cility of  defiittoe  in  time  of  war,  aad  the  propriety 
aad  nccasstty  of  aslog  the  vesovrees  of  the  nation 
far.  the  purpose  of  afloamplisbing  those  desirable 
objedsi  weta  all  of  this  description.  Contrary 
therefere  to  his  original  iountions,  be  would  eon* 
fine  the  few  obsenrations  be  was  aboat  to  niake 
to  tbe  piaelicabiiit^r  of  eftccia^  some  objects  for 
wbieh  theanropsiatioa  waa  intended.  To  tbe 
one.  with  which  he  was  most  acquainted,  and 
which  he  bcMered  was  aekoowled^d  to  be  of 
primary  importance,  he  wodd  particularly  con- 
fine himseU.  The  caaal  from  Erie  to  the  Hud- 
sen  had  been  a  subject  of  much  eonrersation  far 
many  y«ars— by  some  it  waesuppoied  ohimerieal, 
by  otbcfs^  practieable  $  but  at  such  an  enorraoos 
expense,  that  it  ought  not,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  country,  to  be  attempted.  He  believed 
neither  snppositioft  well  founded.  There  was  ao 
counuy  in  the  world,  perhaps^  where  a  canal  of 
tbas  extent  could  with  so  much  ease  be  made. 
Portions  of  it  ooold  be  finished,  and  the  Qovern* 
meni  nod  country  derive  advantages  from  it,  with- 
out iu  immediaie  cootsnoadon  throughout  the 
whole  dislattce.  The  commeneement  of  opera- 
tioaa  was  not  tbesefore  liable  to  tbe  same  objec- 
tions which  ought  with  justice  be  made  to  many 
other  simiiaf  projects,  aamely,  that  it  must  be 
complnted  before  it  eould  be  used,  and  an  aban* 
donment  of  ii  would  be  tbe  loss  of  all  tbe  money 
and  Inbar  orpended.  A  day  or  two  previoua  he 
had  ptovided  hiouelf  wish  a  map,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  enter  fully  into  tbe  dfaoussieu ;  biH  the 
House  was  exhausted  and  impatient,  nnd  he 
would  not  veacnre  u  detain  tbem.  He  Mferred 
however  to  the  map,  on  which  the  route  of  tbe 
canal  was  nearlf  givcB^-euftoiently  accurate  to 
show  iiegeneral  conrN^  Althoueh  the  late  survey 
somewhat  varied  from  the  one  laid  dowa  on.  the 
map^  throwing  it  more  south^  it-  would  be  seen, 
thai  if  the  canal  were  cootinoed  from  Rome, 
weet,.a  distance  of  a  little  more  than  forty  miles, 
it. would  intersect  u  number  of  strenms,  some  of 
these -sufficiently  large  for  feeders,  and  at  the  ter* 
mination  it  would  reach  the  outlets  of  tbe  Seoeea 
and  Cayuga  Lafcea.  This  would  at  once  divert 
the  uade  o(  the  country  on  the  borders  of  those 
l^M  and  near  them  from  its  preseoi  course.  The 
Huuaa  could  form  an  opWon,  from  the  extent  of 


countrv  nod  its  popidatloa,  wkiM  thus  trade  mvmt 
probably  be,  insiuding  tbe  itttermedlaie  oountry 
between  Rmne  and  these  lubaa;  the  gieaier  pro* 
portioB  of  tbe  surplus  produce  of  wWdi  ceo  with 
more  cnat  and  less  expense  be  scut  to  u  CuDada 
madtet  thaa  to  New  York.  Oneida,  lindtMn, 
Onondaga,  Cayuga,  and  Benccn  counties,  uon- 
uioing  nearly  three  milliop  three  hundrsd  tboa- 
saad  acres,  aad  risiaf  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  in  habitante**^be  whole  of  tbiKCoautrr 
very  fordle.  end  capable  of  sustaiaing  «  much 
larger  popmation  than  it  now  baa  yeat  pert  of 
it  still  a.  wildcraca^  but  settling  ripldlf.  The 
natural:  aad  least  expeaaive  chaonel  for  tbe  er* 
pNorts  of  almost  all  this  regiob,  ia  dawn  tiie  Oswego 
river  to  Oomrioy  •ad  thence  down  the  Sc  Law- 
rence, it  is  a  enbjeet  whtch> ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered lighdv ;  it  is  inlereati^  lo  9i¥erf  Amer- 
ieen;  it  involves  not  lady  pecuuiary  conaidera- 
tioos,  but  the  atiaobmedU  ead  a£Eietione  oi  tbe 
people.  He  did  not  belie vu  there  wns  May  put 
of  the  United  Stntee  whete  the  anacfcaoeaie  of 
the  people  were  more  firmly  rivciled  te  cbetr 
Government.  They  had  had  during  tbela:le  war, 
throughout  the  whole  of  thia  couauy  on  le  Lrfike 
Erie,  repented  occasions  |d  give  evideocea  of  this. 
They  had  always  been  ready  aad  willing  to  per- 
form their  duty  ns  citizens  of  the  American  Re- 
pubitc.  But  it  bececaes,  notwithstnudiag,  neeee* 
sary,  on  the  part  ol  Qovecnment,  to  use  every 
exeriien  for  the  purixise  of  removing  obKaelea  to 
the  pevformunce  of  duty,  ortempmcioaa  to  awerre 
from  it.  The  expease  of  the  part  of  the  canal 
which  would  be  suffinieat  to  divert  this  portion 
of  the  tmde,  is  indeed  tt ifiing,  compared  to  the 
ol^t.  it  requires  nothing  more  than  the  eflbrt; 
every  diffieeuy  will  vanish.  He  had  this  mora- 
iag  beea  informed  by  a  yenflemaa  from  Mma$t^ 
chttsettsi  thai  the  Middlasex  canal,  ftom  Boatoa 
to  lierriaMck,  cost  #17,000  per  nsile.  This  waa 
cut  for  some  distaoce  through  rock.  The  oae  he 
now  spoioe  of,  weald  be  cut  through  n  wdi  soil ; 
the  ground  was  entisely  level ;  the  only  lock  re- 
quisite^ for  a  dissaace  of,aboai  forty  miiee  of  it, 
would  be  at  Rome.  From  the  most  aceomte  ia» 
formation  that  could  boobtainad,  this  part  of  the 
canal  caa  be  construeted  nnd  compleied  for  lens 
than  (10,000  per  mile;  aad  he.  was  well  nssared 
this  was  a  larger  sum  thna  it  would  nctiaally  cost. 
There  ought,  ther^isre,  to  be  no  hesiiMion.  if  ihe 
Qoveramant  have  the  power,  end  of  tbia  be  bad 
no  donbi.  to  do  somecningior  the  promotion  of 
so  useful,  so  advaatageoas  aa  opwaiiea.  0m 
this  waaasmaU  portion  of  country;  tbe  extca* 
sion  of  it  to  Eric  is  of  tbe^entest  cooeetuence. 
He  had  said  before,  bat  weald  r^eai  it-*ia 
that  also  the  Uaited  Slates  had  an  interest  ea 
the  score  of  pecuniary  advantnge  from  ih«r 
land;  and  its  actual  iacrease  in  value;. ia  cease* 
qoence  of  these  operniions,  if  they  shall  be  com- 
pleted, will  be  mooh-mofc  than  sui&eient  to  pa^ 
the  whole  expense  of  the  work.  Aa  an  expendi* 
tare,  therefore^  from  which  they  may  expect  to 
derive  an  actual  per  centage,  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous.  He  had  givea  the  population  of  tbe 
connliea  which  would  be  nffoMd  by  thia  cnanl, 
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s  fkr  «•  iIm  8mi«e»  otttlec  'Pbcte  people  bed 
■  seme  meeMire  the  choice  of  two  me  wts.  The 
zpense)  indeed,  of  tramportifioii  to  New  York, 
ras  gresler  thmn  to  If  ontreel^-yet,  if  there  were 
hetaclee  in  their  wmf  to  the  Caotdft  market, 
bey  woold  then  use  the  other,  althoogh  at  some* 
rhat  ereater  expense ;  hut  that  was  act  the  case 
rith  tha  more  Wettero  eouaties.  The  coaaties 
f  Oofafio,  Qeaesee,  Nisffani,  Catarau^Qs,  and 
^atauqva,  contaia  more  tnao  four  millions  fire 
landred  thonsaad  acres,  and  more  than  sixty* 
liree  thoueaad  inhahitanis.  The  expdrts  were 
iptdly  increasing,  and  without  the  canal  they 
lad  no  other  oiHlet.  These  people  were  subject 
0  the  harassing  policy  of  the  Canadian  Cknrern- 
oent,  wtihoni  remedy,  and  must  hecome  more 
;nd  miHe  interested  in  their  measures.  He  held 
n  his  hand  a  letter  which  had  not.  been  intended 
0  be  used  fer  this  purpose,  but  which  contained 
nformatioo  useful  to  show  to  what  extent  our 
leople would  become,  without  someeffeetual  mea* 
ores  on  our  part,  dependent  on  the  Canadas  for 
heir  market.  Tne  letter  was  directed  to  his  col- 
ei^iie,  (Mr.  Baooxa,)  from  whom  he  had  just 
eceived  h.  From  the  port  of  Sodus  only,  on 
Liake  Ontario,  there  were  exported,  dnriog  the 
est  rear,  for  the  Canada  market — he  named  a 
lomber  of  articles  of  produce,  among  them  were 
en  thousand  barrels  of  floor,  a  rery  considerable 
loamity  of  wheat,  corn,  potash,  dbc.  From  this, 
la  opinion  could  be  formed  of  the  ralue  of  this 
:rade,and  of  theinfioenceit  would  hereafter  giTe 
the  Goeernmenf  of  Canada  in  this  part  oTthe 
soontry.  There  are,  indeed,  other  obiects  of  great 
importaace,  but  there  are  none  which  so  strongly 
require  the  attention  of  Oorernment  in  erery 
^int  of  Tiew*  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter 
into  an  examination  of  the  subject  farther.  He 
would  only  obserre  that  whetner  the  Congress 
aided  of  not,  he  hoped  and  yerily  beliered  that  the 
Suite  of  New  York  would  ultimately  finish  the 
work  wh  heut  such  assistance.  Great  and  im* 
portaat  a»  it  ii  in  a  national  ?iew,  yet,  if  no  as- 
■iMaoee  eonld  be  giren  towards  it,  be  hoped  and 
trasttd  sine  would  not  be  wnnting  in  justice  to 
iMnelf,  and  use  her  am  pie  means  lot  the  accom* 
pliftbraeat  of  an  object  demanded  by  erery  prin- 
ciole  of  national  or  State  policy. 

Mr.  BA^aaova,  of  Virgiata.  next  rose.  He  said, 
ibat  he  sbonid  not  ha?e  addressed  the  House  at 
this  late  hour,  had  he  not  been  influenced,  as 
well  by  the  imponance  of  the  subject,  as  by  the 
prineiple*  whieh  had  been  assumed,  ia  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  diacossioa ;  he  would,  however,  pro- 
mise nofr  to  occupy  a  moment  of  tbeir  time,  more 
than  was  indispensably  necessary  to  explain  his 
views* 

He  said)  it  was  certainly  true,  that  internal 
improvement,  upon  an  extended  scale,  by  means 
of  artificial  roads  and  inland  narigation,  was  in 
itself  a  desirable  object ;  it  was  desirable,  because 
it  Would  facilitate  means  of  ioiereourse  between 
tbe  sereral  Slates ;  it  was  desirable,  because  by 
diminishing  the  expense  of  transportation,  and 
enlargiog  the  market,  for  the  Tarious  products 
of  the  country,  it  wonul  enhance  their  ▼nine,  and 


tbna  aagiaeat  the  totality  of  the  wealth -of  the 
nation;  and  indeed  it  might  be  productiTo  of 
many  other  adranta^,  which  had  beea  por« 
trayed,  in  such  glowing  colors,  by  the  member 
from  South  Carolina,  fMr.  CaLBOtrir.)  He 
thought  it,  however,  well  worthy  of  the  seriooe 
consideration  of  the  House,  how  far  it  was  pru- 
dent, under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  to  embark  in  the  scheme,  proposed  by 
the  bill  upon  the  table ;  and  especially,  to  the 
extent  which  that  bill  proposed.  He  woold  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  n»>ment,  to  the 
amount  of  the  contemplated  appropria4k>a.  It 
consisted  in  the  United  States'  bonus  and  diri'* 
deods  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suites ;  the 
bonus  was  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pay* 
able  ia  three  iaatalmenfiB ;  the  dfTidends  were 
of  coarse  somewhat  uaoetuin ;  but  as  the  United 
Statoe  had  a  capital  of  se?en  miUmn  of  dollars  is ' 
the  Bank,  if  the  profits  of  that  iastitatton  were 
only  equal  to  the  average  of  State  banks,  (and 
he  thought  it  was  obvious  they  would  be  greater,) 
the  dividends  would  amount  to  f|700,000  per 
annum.  An  nppropHation,  then,  of  the  bonus 
and  the  dividends  as  they  should  annually  accrue, 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  would  amount  to 
an  immense  sum ;  he  had  not  made  the  calcula* 
tioBi,  but  be  said,  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  amongst 
political  arithmeticians,  that  one  per  cent,  of  any 
given  capital,  annuallj  appropriated,  and  operat- 
ing at  an  interest  of  five  per  cenr.  upon  a  com* 
potmd  principle,  and  npplied  to  the  capital  only, 
would  extiuj^ish  it  in  a  period  of  thirty-seven 

J  rears.  Taking  this  then,  as  a  datum,  and  recoN 
ectingthat  the  sum  here  would  beat  an  intereet 
of  six  per  cent.,  he  thought  it  probable,  speak^ 
ing  from  conjecture,  and  without  the  aid  of  ac- 
tual calculation,  that  the  proposed  approprlatkm 
woold,  in  its  aggregaie  result,  upon  the  prkici* 
pies  which  he  nad  before  stated,  be  equal  to  the 
extinffuiabment  of  about  9^)000,000  of  our  na« 
tiooal  debt.  It  was  for  the  House  to  decide, 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  go  to  this  extent  \ 
it  was  (or  them  to  say,  even  viewing  the  question 
in  the  light  of  expediency  only,  whether  it  was 
better  to  apply  the  amouat  of  the  proposed  ap*- 
propriation  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  or 
to  the  execution  of  the  great  scheme  of  tnteriml 
improvement,  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

But,  he  said,  he  would  aot  dwell  longer  upou 
this  view  of  the  subject;  because,  whatever 
might  be  the  expedieney  of  the  measure,  what* 
ever  advantage  K  might  promise,  be  should  feel 
himself  constrained  to  vote  against  the  bill,  upon 
the  ground,  that  it  embraced  objects  not  within 
the  4^ere  of  the  Constltatlonal  powers  of  Con* 
giues. 

Mr.  R  said,  it  was  with  real  reloctance  that 
he  entered  into  this  part  of  the  sobject ;  because 
it  wae  extremely  dimcolt,  at  the  present  day,  to 
take  any  ground  in  relation  to  that  question, 
which  had  not  been  in  some  degree  pre*occupied, 
on  former  occasions,  which  were  memorable  in 
the  history  of  this  country ;  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  which  he- owed  to  himself,  to  state  to  the 
Hoose  Us  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitu* 
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tion ;  BOt  onlf  bectuse  it  iafluenoed  bis  eonra? 
upon  the  present  bill,  but  because  it  bad  inflii- 
eneed  bim  upon  many  otbcr  important  occasions 
OD  which  he  had  been  called  to  act,  since  he  had 
been  a  member  of  this  House,  If,  in  doing  this, 
he  should  occasionally  tread  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  who  had  gone  before  him,  he  must  find  his 
apology  in  this :  That  when  the  same  text  occur- 
red, it  could  not  be  explained,  without  resorting 
in  seme  degree  to  the  same  commentarjf. 

The  State  gorernmcnts,  Mr,  B.  said,  were 
abnndantljT  competent  to  aU  the  purposes  of  or- 
dinary legislation;  to  the  protection  of  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  property  of  the  people ;  and  to  their 
own  internal  order,  improrement.  and  prosperity. 
For  what  purpose,  then,  be  askea,  was  a  Federal 
Government  necessary  ?  He  answered,  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating 
the  strength  and  resources  of  the  several  Statea, 
with  a  view  to  their  defence  against  foreign  dan- 
ger ;  it  was  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  for- 
eign  commerce,  and  all  those  external  objects 
which  constitute  what  are  usually  called  the  for* 
eign  relations  of  a  country.  Tnere  were  also 
some  few  internal  objects,  which,  by  reason  of 
their  very  great  importance  or  the  necessity  for 
uniformity,  called  for  the  superintendeney  of -a 
Federal  Government ;  such,  for  example,  amongst 
others,  as  the  regulation  of  commerce  amongst 
the  several  States,  the  coining  of  money,  the 
establishment  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

In  conformity  with  these  ideas,  the  Constitu- 
tion had  delegated  to, Congress  not  a  general  but 
A  partial  legislative  power;  comprehending,  in- 
deed, all  the  external  objects  of  the  Qoverament, 
but  only  a  few  specined  objects  of  an  inter* 
nal  character,  distinctly  enumerated.  As,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  division  of  power  between 
the  Federal  and  State  Goveramenu,  in  relation 
to  objects  of  the  kind  which  he  had  just  men- 
tioned, such  was  the  jealous  caution  against  any 
possible  misconstruction,  that  it  was  expressly 
declared  by  the  tenth  amendment,  that  ^*  all  pow- 
'  ere  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
'  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
'  were  retained  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to 
*  the  people." 

Wnether,  then,  reference  was  had  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  Federal  Government  was 
inatitutedj  or  to  this  explicit  declaration,  this 
principle  resulted — that  when  a  member  of  the 
National  Legislature  was  called  on  to  act,  he 
occupied  ground  directly  the  reverse  of  what  he 
would  occupy  were  he  a  member  of  a  State  Le- 
gislature :-»tnere  he  would  be  able  to  do  what* 
ever  was  net  prohibited ;  here  he  can  do  nothing 
but  that  which  is  authorized.  This  principle 
h|id  been  the  polar  star,  by  which  he  had  uni- 
fonnly  been  governed;  and  not  being  able,  by  the 
best  lights  ofhis  judgment,  to  find  in  the  Consti- 
tution any  grant  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  bill  upon  the  table,  he  felt  himself 
constrained  to  vote  against  it.  But  gentlemen, 
yielding  to  the  force  of  the  principle  which  he 
had  just  laid  down,  bad  entered  into  an  elab- 
orate argument  to  prove  that  the  Constitution 


had  delegated  to  Congress  the  power  of  uakiBg 
roads  and  canals*  And  here,  Mr.  B.  aaid,  it  ik 
very  threshold,  he  could  not  forbeaf  lo  remsik 
that  scarcely  any  two  gentlemen  who  had  apokn 
upon  the  subject  had  agreed  as  to  the  pirovisioa 
ot  the  Constitution  from  which  this  power  was 
derivable.  From  this  circomstaiiee  aloac,  he 
deduced  an  argument  of  some  weight  against 
^hem ;  for  if  the  advocates  of  the  measure,  wh^t 
they  united  in  the  result,  dilTered  essentiatty 
amongst  themselves  in  their  own  ]»riDcipl»;  d 
one  derived  the  power  from  one  clanae,  jmd  ano- 
ther from  a  different  one,  this  indioatetd  at  Uist 
such  a  degree  of  doubt  upon  the  suiyeet,  aa  sheald 
make  the  House  pause,  and  delibmte  seriously, 
before  it  adopted  a  conclusion  derived  from  such 
difierent  sources,  and  supported  by  aach  eontia* 
riant  principles. 

BuL  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would  now  proceed 
directly  to  the  question,  and  would  endeavor  U) 
show  that  the  proposed  power  was  not  sastaiaa- 
ble  upon  any  of  the  principles  which  had  been 
assumed  as  the  basis  of  its  support. 

Great  reliance  had  been  placed,  in  the  coorae 
of  the  argomenti  upon  tbelangosM,  in  which  the 
power  '*  to  lay  and  collect  taxe^^  dbc,  was  ex- 
pressed ;  parucularly  the  words,  '^  to  provide  foe 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States."  If  be  understood  the  argument, 
this  broad  proposition  had  been  assumed — that 
Congress,  having  power  to  raise  money  by  laying 
and  collecting  taxes,  might  appropriate  the  mo- 
ney thus  raised  to  any  object  which,  in  their 
opmion,  would  contribute  to  the  coounon  defence 
and  general  welfare;  provided  the  purpose  to 
which  it  was  appropriated  was  not  prohibited  ia 
the  Constitution.  It  had  been  said  that  roads  and 
canals  would  contribute  to  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare;  and  hence  it  h%d  heeo  con- 
cluded that  Congress  bad  there/ore  power  to 
make  them.  If  this  construction  were  to  prevail,  he 
asked  what  would  become  of  the  specific  eaumev- 
ation  of  powers  which  immediately  followed  the 
clause  in  question  ?  Did  thai  enumeiation  mean 
anything?  He  could  not  suppose  that  anjr  gen- 
tleman would  contend  it  was  inserted  without 
meaning.  What,  then,  did  it  mean  ?  He  thought 
it  was  obviously  designed  as  a  limitation  upon  the 
previous  general  language  whieh  had  been  used, 
that  is,  that  the  "  common  4efea€e  siad jgenerai 
welfare"  were  the  end  to  be  obtained.  The  va- 
rious enumerated  powers  which  followed,  were 
the  means  by  which  they  were  to  be  attained.  If 
any  other  oonstruction  than  this  prevailed,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  a  Government  which, 
upon  the  face  of  its  own  charter,  was  declared  to 
be  limited  to  certain  definite  objects,  would  ia 
reality  become  almost  wholly  unlimited;  for,  wit^ 
the  exception  of  a  few  prohibitions,  (and  tJiey 
were  but  few,)  Congress  mi^t  appropriate  mseey 
to  any  object  which,  in  their  opinion,  wo^ldpto- 
mote  the  *' general  welfare."  What  was  tlus  but 
a  substitution  of  legislative  discretion  for  Consti* 
totiooal  right  ? 

The  power  "  to  esublish  post  offices  aad  post 
roads,"  had  also  been  relied  upon  in  juati&caiioa 
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9f  this  Inll.  The  first  answer  which  presented  it- 
lelf  to  this  argument  was,  that  this  power  was  not 
^▼en  pretended  to  embrace  eaaals;  and  as  to  the 
oads  for  which  it  prorided,  he  had  always  con- 
tdered  that  nothing  else  was  intended  b^  it,  than 
m  authority  to  designate  and  £z  the  mail  routes, 
t  must  be  observed,  that  the  words  were  not  to 
!at  or  to  make  post  roads,  bu^  to  establish  them. 
le  thought  the  obrious  meaning  of  the  terms 
ised,  justified  his  constructions.  Another  argu* 
lent  in  faTorof  this  construction  was  this:  at 
he  time  when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  the 
Irate  governments  then  were,  and  long  had  been 
1  being;  and  having  charge  of  their  own  In- 
!mal  improvement,  they  either  then  had,  or  it 
light  be  calculated  upon  that  they  would  mtke 
leii  roads,  as  the  necessity  or  convenience  of 
leir  citizens  rendered  necessary.  Considered  in 
lis  point  of  view,  it  was  not  necessary  to  give  to 
*ongre8s  the  power  to  make  roads ;  all  that  was 
squisite  was  to  reserve  to  them  the  right  of  pas- 
i^,  adding  such  roads  as  the  States  had  or 
»gfat  make ;  that  rieht  is  involved  in  the  power 

>  establbh  post  roaus.  He  would  only  add  that 
le  House  had  been  informed,  by  the  venerable 
ember  from  Massachusetts,  that  at  an  early  pe- 
od  after  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  this 
iwer  was  cmderstood  to  convey  only  the  author- 
f  to  designate  and  fix  routes  for  the  mail;  this 
formation  also  went  td  fortify  his  construction. 
here  were,  he  believed,  only  two  other  powers 

which  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals  had 
«Q  referred,  not  as  being  expressly  granted  by 
em,  but  as  bein^  incident  to  them,  and,  there'- 
re,  granted  bv  implication.  These  were,  the 
»wer  ^  to  regulate  commerce  amongst  the  sev- 
al  States,"  and  the  power  ^  to  raise  and  support 
mtes.^  upon  the  subject  of  incidental  powers, 
^rawing  out  of  what  was  generally  called  the 
ndaary  clause  in  the  Constitution,  he  would 
mark,  that  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a  power 
it  granted,  as  an  incident  to  one  which  was 
anted,  it  was  not  enough  to  show  that,  by  mdi- 
ct  and  remote  consequences,  it  might  conduce 

the  execution  of  the  granted  power;  such  a 
»nstraction  would  break  down  all  the  barriers  of 
e  CoDstitation ;  it  must  be  shown  that  it  had 
i  immediate,  direct,  and  obvious  relation  to  the 
»wer  granted.  He  would  exemplify  his  idea  by 
•ase  whkh  he  would  put.  Congress  ha^l  power 
o  lay  and  collect  taxes;*'  but,  as  assessment 
as  necessary  to  collection,  therefore  they  had 
»wer  to  appoint  assessors,  and,  upon  the  same 
iociple,  collectors  also;  he  was  satisfied  that 
e  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  could  not 

>  assumed  as  incidental  to  either  of  the  powers 
hich  had  been  mentioned;  either  according  to 
B  definition,  or  the  exemplification  which  he 
,d  given. 

To  regulate,  was  to  prescribe,  to  direct;  the 
»wer,  therefore,  *Mo  regulate  commerce  amongst 
e  sereral  States,"  meant  the  right  to  prescribe 
e  manner,  terms,  and  conditions,  on  which  that 
»minerce  should  be  carried  on.  This, he  thought, 
as  the  plain  meaning  of  the  terms;  but  he  re- 
rred  also  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and  to  the 
14th  Coy.  2d  Ssas.— 29 


local  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  in  proof 
of  this  idea.  Some  States  were  advantagebusly 
situated  for  commerce,  others  were  much  less  so; 
it  was  apprehended,  that  the  desire  of  the  first  to 
make  the  most  of  their  advantages  would  cause 
them  to  establish  partial  commercial  regulations ; 
the  latter  class,  or  Slates  less  advantageously  sit- 
uated, would  endeavor  to  escape  from  their  ope- 
ration, hence  were  feared  jealousies  and  feuds 
amongst  them ;  to  avoid  these  evils,  to  put  com- 
mef%e  amongst  the  States  upon  a  footing  of  equal- 
ity, it  was  thought  right  to  give  to  the  Federal 
Government  the  power  to  regulate  it;  and  in  fur* 
thcr  confirmation  of  this  idea,  even  the  Federal 
Government  was  forbidden,  bj  the  Constitution, 
from  giving,  ^  by  any  regulation  of  commerce,  a 
preference  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
another."  His  colleague  (Mr.  SafirrsT)  had 
contended  that,  before  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  States  had  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce;  that  if  they  had#thought  proper  to 
facilitate  it  by  roads  and  canals,  they  would  have 
had  the  power  to  have  done  so.  He  had  said, 
that  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  beioff  ex- 
clusive, whatever  belonged  to  the  States  hadbeen 
deleaated  to  Congress  ;lience  he  inferred  that,  as 
the  Slates  might  have  made  roads  and  canals,  as 
inoident  to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  that 
power  having  been  granted  to  Congress,  tne  in- 
cident passeuwith  the  principal ;  and  that,  there* 
fore,  thev  might  make  roads  and  canals.  The 
error  of  this  argument  consisted  in  this:  that  the 

S»wer  10  make  roads  and  canals  existed  in  the 
tate  governments,  not  merely  as  an  incident  to 
any  other  power,  but  as  a  substantive,  independ- 
ent attribute  of  sovereignty.  His  conclusion, 
therefore,  which  depended  mainlv  upon  the  as- 
sumed principle,  that  the  power  oi  making  roads 
and  canals  was  incident  to  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, as  this  priaciple failed,  was,  as  it  respected 
the  premises  which  remained,  if  he  might  be  al- 
lowed the  expression,  a  wm  sequiiur;  in  one 
word,  the  grant  of  one  independent  power  did 
not  carry  with  it  another  independent  power. 

The  last  power  by  which  this  bill  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  justified,  was  the  ^^  power  to  raise  and 
support  armies."  This,  it  has  been  said,  involved 
the  incidental  power  of  making  roads:  he  had  al- 
ready expressed  his  opinion  as  tothe  nature  and 
extent  of  incidental  powers;  he  had  already  en- 
deavored to  give  both  a  definition  and  exemplifi- 
cation of  that  kind  of  powers ;  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  making  of  permanent  military  roads  was 
not  incident  to  the  power  of  raising  and  support- 
ing armies,  according  to  either  of  those  standards*. 
A  remark  which  he  had  made  in  relation  to  post 
roads  was  equally  applicable  to  military  roads — 
the  States  having  already  made  such  roads^  as 
aecesstty  or  convenience  required;  and  it  being 
a  reasonable  expectation  that  such  other  roads 
should  be  made  by  them,  from  a  regard  to  their 
own  interest,  as  further  experience  should  show 
to  be  necessary,  the  Ikir  presumption  was,  that  it 
teas  not  within  the  contemplation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, either  by  express  grant  or  by  implicatioQ, 
to  give  to  Congrecs  the  power  of  making  perma- 
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Bent  rotds  for  the  ue  of  tbe  Uttited  Stetes.  All 
tfaAt  the  Uoited  Sutcs  wasted  with  roads  for  the 
use  of  chcir  anniei ,  was  a  nere  right  of  passage, 
for  which  the  roa<b  of  the  States  would  De  sm- 
eient ;  if,  indeed,  io  time  of  aetaal  war  the  eatting 
of  a  road  were  naneeessarj  to  enable  oor  armies 
to  nureh.  he  woold  not  deny  them  the  power  to  de 
so ;  bot  tne  differenee  between  such  a  ease  aad 
the  present  bill  is :  the  power  to  make  the  road 
beini^,  io  the  case  slated,  deduced  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  occasion,  woold  only  be  co-eztaBsit e 
with  that  necessity,  and  as  tbe  one  would  be  tern* 
porarjTi  so  likewise  would  the  other  be ;  whereas 
tbe  bill  on  the  table  proposed  a  system  nader 
which  roads  might  be  Bmde  without  koowiag, 
other  than  by  conjecture,  whether  they  ever 
would  be  used  as  military  roads,  uader  whieh 
roads  were  to  be  made  for  commercial  porpoees  t 
but,  above  all,  roads  in  which  the  United  Suites 
would  hare  not  a  mere  right  of  passage  or  tern* 
porary  use,  but  a  qootioning  and  permanent  in- 
terest. The  difierence  between  these  righu  was 
important.  Mr.  B.  woold  endeavor  to  show  it  by 
a  case  which  he  would  put.  Suppose  the  United 
Sutes  to  determine  to  turnpike  the  great  road 
leading  from  Richmond  to  Fredericksburg,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  establish  a  company ;  suppose 
the  Virginia  Legislature  to  incorporate  another 
company  to  turnpike  the  same  road ;  in  this  col- 
lision between  Federal  and  Suite  authority,  which 
should  prevail  7  He  thought  thai  the  difficulty 
ofanswering  this,  and  many  other  questions  whieh 
might  be  put  upon  this  subject,  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  a  doctrine  which  led  to  such  conse- 
quences could  not  be  sustainable. 

^r.  T.  WiLaoN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  de- 
gree of  atiantion  which  I  have  had  occasion,  at 
various  time^to  direct  to  the  subject  embraced 
in  the  bill  before  the  House,  induces  me  to  sub- 
mit a  few  ohserrations.  My  intention  is,  princi- 
pally, to  present  to  the  view  of  the  House  some 
prominent  facts*-soaM  which  have  come  within 
my  own  observation,  and  others  derived  from 
sources  which  I  rely  upon  as  unquestionable  au- 
thority; of  such  notoriety,  indeed,  that  their  ad- 
mission is  expected  without  a  question ;  while 
their  application,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  pointedly  di* 
reeled  .to  the  subject  in  discussion.  They  go, 
however,  wholly  in  illustration  of  the  expediency 
of  the  measure  proposed— nod  here  I  must  be 
permitted,  first,  to  remark,  that  I  find  myself  dis- 
appointed aad  unprepared  upon  another  point 
drawn  into  argument,  which  seems  to  ariest,  in 
the  outset,  ail  other  considerations— Coustitn* 
tional  exceptions  are  ukeo  to  the  measure.  This 
I  had  not  expected  upon  the  present  bill,  because 
its  provisions  seem  carefully  guarded  upon  all 
the  points  upon  which  I  had  apprehended  any 
Constitutional  question  to  arise.  In  iu  present 
form,  it  proposes  nothing  without  the  consent  of 
the  States,  respectively,  and  leaves  the  particular 
objecu  and  mode  of  application  to  a  future  Con- 
gress, which,  it  is  fairly  presumed,  will  keep  with- 
in the  pale  of  tbe  Constitution.  The  contrary  is  cer- 
toioly  not  to  be  presumed.  It,  then,  any  provision 
whauver  can  be  made  by  law  on  the  sol^ect,  ic- 1 


?|uifing  an  apmprintion,  this  bili  wmst  befamd 
ree  from  all  vonstitntionnl  okjceiittui,  faecamtit 
does  nothing  more  tium  set  npaxt  n  hmd,  witksit 
making  any  specific  nppvo|iriatioa.  I  ahaJi  i« 
attempt  to  discuss  tbe  question  which  has  aiisca, 
especially  after  the  able  discoasion  it  has  had  al- 
readv. 

The  gentleman  from  Tirginin,  (Mr.  fisaaena,) 
himself  has  fivea  a  most  locid  aad  rlaqicm  q 
position  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  principles  tf 
which  I  am  readv  to  agvre  with  bias.  1  oaJf  diA 
fer  with  him  in  the  application  of  tkm  pHactj^ ; 
in  the  practical  detail  of  meaaorea  aador  the  Cat* 
stitutioo,  and  especially  in  ita  applicacion  te  the 
principle  of  the  bill. 

Whenever  a  Constitutional  doabt  is  opposed  lo 
any  measure  of  great  importance^  I  ana  fiomjwnsd 
to  recur  to  the  tpirit  of  the  CoastkntioB — lo  ibe 
original  necessity  which  at  first  dcelneed  its  adop^ 
tion.    What  was  that,  sir?    It  was  that  o(  the 
common  defence  of  numerous  sepame  comma- 
nities,  requiring  a  unity  of  design  and  Bf^aiom — 
trial  was  made  of  an  ordinary  eoafeieiaey    ca- 
perience  demonstrated  chat  It  coold  o^  be  hekl 
together  under  the  pressure  of  a  deloMve  war- 
in  times  of  tranquillity  it  was  foaad  iaadeqaate 
to  the  measures  requisite  to  the  eecority  of  aU, 
and  a  Federal  Government  was  aohsu toted  ;  to 
which,  by  its  Constitntion,  was  asagaed  tt^  mii* 
important  powers  of  peace  and  war;  the  raising 
of  armies ;  tbe  regulation  of  commerea  between 
the  States,  and  with  foreign  States    The  na- 
tional revenues  and  domain  were  assigned,  with 
those  powers,  to  this  Goverameat;  and  it  was 
charged  with  the  guarantee  to  each  Stale  of  a  Re- 
publican form  of  i^vernmeot — to  regoiate  the 
currency,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare — in  a  word,  it  became  uocea 
sary  to  organize  a  General  Oovcmaieai  for  the 
general  interest,  because  there  are  things  which 
no  single  State  can  be  bound,  or  ondar  any  ohii* 
^lion  to  do ;  whieh  no  single  Suu  baa  the  abil- 
ity to  do,  and  which  things  are  necesaaiy  to  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.    While 
we  confine  ourselves  to  these  objects,  the  Caosti- 
tution  is  secure;  but  when  we  fail  or  neyleet 
those  great  common  interests,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  is  broken— we  abandon  our  iroal. 
Asa  national  Representative,  Ifieel  mvself  boon4 
by  every  obligation  of  duty  aad  auagiaaoe,  lo 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare— to  provide  for  them  in  the  beat  mnnaer,  bf 
the  most  appropriate  means.  I  know  of  no  siagie 
measure  so  essentially  necessary  to  these  end^ 
as  thst  which  proposes  to  facilitate  the  internal 
intercourse  of  this  great  country.   Without  inier> 
course,  we  can  have  no  co^mdaou  interest ;  ami 
without  roads  and  canals  our  intercourse  is  dA 
cult  or  impracticable. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admito  thsi,  in 
time  of  war,  such  a  measure  would  be  proper;  but, 
in  time  of  peace,  premature — you  know  set  by 
what  route  your  enemy  may  approach.  This 
last  position  is  unteuahle.  The  great  liaes  of 
communication,  which  are  properly  natiaaal  ob- 
jects, either  in  peace  or  war,  cannot  ha  naismkenj 
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fhey  «re  peifccfly  ¥^it^fn  tbe  sphere  of  both  cftil 
ana  milinry  science.  The  lines  which  record 
oar  sacred  Constitution  itself^  are  less  legibly 
wrftten.  These  we  derite  from  the  agency  of 
onr  fe!lo^i»-Ri«n ;  the  former  are  indelibly  graven 
by  the  finger  of  Ood.  When  war  comes,  ft  is 
(hen  too  kte  for  a  measure  requiring  the  regular 
process  of  well'direefed  skin,  time,  and  liibor. 
Of  this  we  flftt^  Uitely  had  a  practical  and  an 
iwM  lesson.  More  than  half  the  disaster,  ca- 
lamity, and  expense,  of  the  late  war^  proceeded 
From  tne  want  of  proper  facilities  of  intercourse. 
1  am  bold  in  the  assertion,  because  I  hare  seen 
md  feft  its  troth,  which  you  find  now  confirmed 
^y  the  declaTBtion  of  the  geiitteman  firom  Ohio, 
RTho  speaks  from  tise  experience  of  a  principal 
letor  tn  the  scenes  tft  that  war.  Bat.  daring 
ihe  war,  -you  are  without  a  remedy.  Tnis,  also,  < 
[  bare  had  occasion  to  feel.  Four  years  ago,  1 
implored  this  House,  almost  on  bended  kneea,  to 
stake  some  €zertron  suited  to  the  necessity  which 
Rras  manifest.  I  had  witnessed  the  failure  of 
rnnpaign  alter  cfiiinpaign,  exceeding  each  other 
ft  degreed  of  disaster,  destrnetfon,  atkd  expense. 
Wt  had  witnessed  the  delay  of  the  Ontario  fieet ; 
ire  saw  euraelves  indebted,  after  an'  exertion  of 
tklll  entf  enterprise  nerer  exceeded,  to  a  rare  ac- 
iident,  a  Providence,  for  the  completion  of  the 
Srie  floiilla,  in  1813.  It  nerer  would  haTe  sailed, 
Hit  for  a  most  extraordimtry  swell  of  the  waters 
tt  June.  Yet,  so  pressing  and  rarious  are  the 
abjeets  requiring  instant  attention  in  time  of  ac* 
oat  war,  that  too  hope  ctn  be  reasonably  enter* 
ttined  that  the  necessary  improrements  can  be 
aade  at  such  a  period. 

Caat  tot  an  eye  o?er  the  extent  of  territory 
^▼er  which  this  Repoblie  spreads.  The  neoes* 
ky  Ibr  gmt  eiertion  to  improre  the  facilities  of 
Dtercoorse  is  manifest,  if  we  had  no  experience. 
Sntyshall  wtp close  our  eyesngarnst  her  recent  ad- 
aonltioo  t  Again,  look  at  the  numerous  streams 
Ad  Wttters  which  traTerse  this  great  Continent 
a  atl  ^reetioD&  See  how  great  the  object^ 
low  Mcile  of  labor  nature  has  left  us  to  perform, 
tompared  with  it.  The  invitation  is  strong: 
a«eh  w  promwed,  cad  tt  would  be  slothful  stu- 
iMity  to  fsa^e  that  tittle  undone.  It  will  not  be 
aid  we  ought  to  be  content  with  those  adraU'' 
aeea  itt  the  fttate  in  which  nature  gare  them. 
rbia  wnvld'beto  say  the  arts  are  useless^that  the 
rorn  •vfhttobeeatea  in  the  husk.  I  hare  parted 
Vom  the  Constituiiottlli  question,  as  I  intended  to 
lepflurf  from  it,  gradually ;  for  not  a  national  ne* 
tessity  exists,  wtiie^  the  proposed  improrements 
niffht  tooMdr,  but  is  a  key  to  unlock  the  Consti- 
Qtto#.  Ilegieet  them  undl*  the  moment  of  warr 
ifid  peril  ooiftes,  when  the  Constitution  (because 
lie  country  also)  kiin  real  danger,  who  would 
tay  y«u  ha^t^iolated  that  Constitution,  bad  you 
Men  seaseoabloand  provident  measures  to  secure 
kMh  by  providing  the  fheitlties  of  intercourse? 
[)ne,  and  only  one,  word  more  on  this  point.  I 
bold  this  truth  to  be  eelf-erident,  that  the  Consti- 
tntion,  httfittg  giren  the  powers  of  the  States  into 
the  hande  of  this  Qorenrment  for  the  purpose,  it 
has  eajoined  npon  it  «bo  the  duty  rigilantly  to 


do  those  things,  to  wit :  which  a  stngle  State  can- 
ftot  be  botfnd  to  do ;  which  a  sin^te  State  is  uha^ 
ble  to  do;  such  thittf  being  ertdentlf  requisito 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  Weifiite* 
Are  the  improretaents  eontemirialed  by  thebiH 
of  this  deacnption  ?  I  might  appeal  to  the  inter- 
ests of  peace;  I  tnia^t  appeal  to  the  ihterest  of 
eirery  section  of  the  Union.  None  can  ii]vpreheBd 
an  eril  from  such  improremeots.  If  any  nure  S(a 
apprehension,  it  is  df  some  dav(geroas  abuse;  itte 
that  this  Qoremment  might  go  too  far.  It  eaih> 
not  he  an  apprehension  of  danger  or  dtsadvantago 
fVom  such  improvement  sueh  «s  a  Stare  cannot 
effect,  one  necessary  for  the  general  interest,  and 
one  ma^  with  the  consent  of  the  State  in  whidi 
it  is  situated,  and  not  otherwise. 

Will  it  be  said  that  the  Constitmton  ought  first 
to  be  coMtifuHmdlly  amended  ?  I  think  not ;  he- 
cause,  so  prevalent  »  the  opinion  that  it  is  as  fnU 
in  this  respect  as  it  oug^t  to  be,  that  I.  doubt  whe- 
ther a  sanitary  amendment  can  erer  be  made; 
and  because  tnany  believe  the  practice  of  resort* 
iog  to  frequent  amendmeats  is  the  most  danger- 
ous one  you  havetoapprehend.  As  it  now  stands, 
there  is  no  want  of  power  to  do  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfere; 
but,  in  doing  so,  circumspection  will  be  obserred* 
You  cannot  ensily  effect  unnecessary  purposes, 
attended  with  expense ;  but,  miend  or  alter  tliwt 
instrument  frequently,  and  can  it  be  for  a  moment 
believed  that  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States  can  continue  motoally  secure,  if 
this  be  a  desirable  object,  as  undoobtedfy  it  isl 

Having  spent  some  time  in  meeting  the  ^IB- 
culty  which,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  seemed 
to  arrest  the  bill  in  the  threshold,  I  shall  now 
proceed  briefly  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the 
measure,  which  was  ail  I  had  intended  to  touch. 
Its  expediency  itself  has  been  disputed.  The 
measure  is  said  to  be  premature-^too  expensive  ftsr 
the  <capacity  of  the  country,  and  especially  at  a 
time  when  internal  taxes  are  resorted  to  for  the 
discharge  of  the  national  debt,  and  tiie  expenafes 
of  the  civil  list  and  peace  establishment.  Whence, 
I  would  merely  ask,  do  we  derive  most  of  our 
resources;  and  whence  do  gentiemen  opposed  to 
this  bill  tell  us  we  ought  to  look  for  the  whole  6f 
OUT  revenues  in  time  of  peace  ?  To  foreign  coa*> 
merce.  This  is  the  doctrine.  How  then,  nfm 
their  own  principle,  can  that  revenue  be  main*- 
tained  in  a  ratio  increasing  with  our  populatiott, 
but  by  making  it  accessible  to  the  abuboanc  pro^ 
duetioBs  of  the  interior  country  t  This  con  be 
effected  only  by  means  of  good  roads,  canals,  and 
improved  water-courses.  By  these  means,  your 
foreign  commerce  is  enriched,  and  its  revenues 
augmented ;  by  these,  and  by  these  only,  is  a  vnlue 
given  to  the  soil  itself  of  your  poblie  lands,  ym«r 
next  great  source  of  revenue-^not  a  nominal  o^ 
speculative  increase  of  priee^  but  a  real  augment- 
ation of  its  intrinsic  value.  The  sober  couactls 
of  wisdom  and  experience  recommend,  above 
all  other  measures,  those  which  turn  the  atten- 
tion  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens  to  their  own 
territory.  The  people  of  this  country  can  in* 
stantly  distinguisn  between  a  burdensome  expen- 
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di|are  of  mooey,  whieh  lemres  no  tmee  behind 
it  but  the  balml  habit  of  consomiDg,  and  the 
jadieioas  emidoyment  of  capital  in  great  national 
works  of  permanent  utility,  and  indeed  of  first* 
yate  necessity  and  importance.  Such  are  the 
objects  of  the  bill  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  because 
the  facility  of  internal  naTigation  and  intercourse 
promotes  all  other  objects.  It  gif  es  a  due  value 
io  every  production  of  land  ancf  labor;  it  afibrds 
the  advantages  of  concentration,  without  the  mis- 
eries of  a  crowded  population ;  it  saves  the  labor 
now  exhausted  in  transportation. and  it  multiplies 
exchangeable  commodities.  Millions  of  valua* 
ble  articles  have  lain  dormant  ever  since  the  cre- 
ation, which  the  means  of  cheap  transportation 
would  bring  into  useful  operation.  The  greatest 
portion  of  our  tenitory  is  so  far  interior,  that  more 
tlian  one*half  of  the  produce  of  agrietuture  itself 
is  expended  in  carrying  the  other  half  to  any 
market,  whilst  other  articles  of  indefinite  amount 
remain  as  useless  as  the  waters  of  the  wilderness. 
Amongst  these  are  timber  of  all  kinds,  tar,  pitch, 
ores,  plaster,  limestone,  bricks,  clays,  marble,  free- 
stone, coals,  ^.  ManurtM  alone  would  amply 
compensate  the  proposed  improvements.  If  rev* 
4jiiues  alone  were  the  objects  to  be  attained,  these 
improvements  would  be  sufficiently  important; 
yet  this  consideration  is  small,  compared  with  the 
permanent  welfare  and  prosjierity  of  a  great  and 

S rowing  population.  Districts  of  country  are 
estitute  of  timber ;  others  are  burdened  with  its 
over-abundance.  Numerous  districts  are  desti- 
tute of  coal,  plaster,  and  lime ;  others  possess  them 
10  no  purpose.  Can  anv  man  who  looks  at  this 
great  country  believe  that  such  improvements 
would  be  an  expense  ?  As  well  might  the  farmer 
forbear  to  plant,  because  he  first. must  plough.  No 
sooner  will  the  plan  be  fixed,  and  the  National 
.Government  engaged  in  its  execution,  by  the  adop- 
tion .of  suitable  measures,  than  the  advantages  of 
the  system  will  be  felt;  and  if  completed  m  ten 
years,  the  increase  of  revenue  which  it  will  cause, 
^n  the  same  time,  will  be  much  more  than  the 
whole  cost  of  the  works. 

Can  a  well  advised  system  of  internal  naviga- 
tion at  this  day  be  thought  theoretical?  Bv  some 
it  will  forever  be  so  considered  until  it  shall  be 
oarried  into  effect.  Will  it  be  said  by  any,  that 
such  an  undertaking  would  divert  labor  from  use- 
ful pursuits,  from  agriculture,  dbc.?  Sxpericace 
has  psoved  the  eontimry.  Canals,.it  is  true,  we 
have  not;  but  turnpike  roads  were  as  much  in 
theory— were  deemed  as  visionary  twenty  years 
ago  as  canals  are  now.  But  roads  were  under* 
taken ;  we  now  have  them  extending  in  all  di- 
rections, their  aggregate  many  thousand  miles. 
Wherever  roadshave  been  actively  promoted, 
agriculture  hM  flourished ;  wherever  they  have 
been  neglected,  the  same  tlothfulqess  which  ne- 
glected them  also  suffered  agriculture  to  languish. 
The  good  efiecis  of  roads  has  exceeded  the  most 
sanffttine  expeelation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BAiiaoDR) 
estimates  the  fund  proposed  to  be  set  apart  at 
11750,000  annually,  and  states,  that  operating  as  a 
sinking  fund,  u  would  extinguish  •i5|000,000  .of 


thn  national  debt  in  twenty  years.  Now  I  i^ak 
it  probable  that  the  fana  is  eonstdecaUy  oiei- 
estimated.  Be  this  as  it  may,  its  efiRect  in  tweatj 
years  certainly  is  overrated  extrenady.  Snp^ 
posing  the  debt  to  be  at  six  per  eenc  per  aonoai 
interest,  it  will  in  twenty  years  extiogaiBh  $2Sf 
500,000,providedyouadd  toitannii«lly%i;71Q,000, 
the  amount  of  interest  upon  the  whole  sam  for 
one  year.  The  steady  application,  ia  half-yeai\y 
payments,  of  9750,000  and  $1,710,000,  making 
together  $2,460,000  for  twenty  ycais,  will  dis- 
charge a  debt  of  $28,500,000,  and  no  more.  To 
extinguish,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  by  simiUr 
payments,  vix.,  half-yearly,  a  debt  of  $45,000,000, 
you  must  provide  $1484,000  nod  ^{2,700,000,  to- 
gether $3,884,000,  annually,  for  twenty  yeari. 
To  discharge  the  first  mentioned  debt  of  $2^500^ 
000  in  twenty  years,  you  actually  pay,  in  tke 
name  of  interest,  over  and  above  what  is  paid 
by  the  fund  of  $750,000,  the  fnrther  snm  of 
$34,200,000 ;  and  to  dischaige  the  Inst  mentioned 
debt  of  $45,000,000  in  the  same  time,  yon  aetnaJiy 
{My,  in  the  name  of  interest.  $54^000^000  in  addi- 
tion to  the  agffregate  amount  of  twenty  annual 
payments  (made  to  half-yearly  insialaaents)  of 
$1,184,000  each.  The  advantage  of  n  sinking 
fund  consists  altogether  in  its  faithful  and  steady 
application;  but  in  sUting  the  effectof  any givea 
sum  set  apart  to  be  applied  to  principal,  it  oughl^ 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  the  interest  must  be  provided  annually  upon 
the  whole  amount  until  the  last  dollar  shall  have 
been  paid  off.  But  whatever  effect  it  might  have, 
it  certainly  would  have  none  greater  than  any 
other  equal  amount  would  have,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  held  for  such  an  object  it  the  debt  be  not 
payable,  or  >f  the  money  be  really  move  wanted, 
or  can  be  more  advantageously  employed  other- 
wise. 

That  the  imnrovemenl  of  lite  intereeame  is  mm 
object  of  much  more  importance  than  the  din- 
charge  of  a  debt  before  it  tails  dne^l  beUevn  may 
be  confidently  assumed.    If  its  application  would 
increase  the  revenue  more  than  the  expenditure 
or  employment  of  the  capital  would  subtract 
from  it,  then  it  is  more  tmmediaiely  profitable* 
If  the  system  of  improvement  by  ronds,  canals, 
and  the  removal  of  ohstroetions  in  wnier-cnatses 
was  completed,  the  labor  it  would  save  in  tntns- 
portatioo  in  one  year  would  more  than  eqaad  the 
whole  expense.    Any  man  personally  ae^uniated 
with  this  country,  in  iu  whole  extent,  and  also 
with  the  labor  of  transportation,  will  readily  ad* 
mit  this  position;  to  those  naacqnninted  with 
either,  but  more  especially  to  thoee  uoacqaainted 
with  both,  I  am  aware  that  the  assertion  wiU 
seem  bold  and  extravaganL    Flour  in  the  aes- 
porto  is  now  worth  $12. or  $13  per  barrel;  wctf 
of  the  mountains  it  is  worth  from  $6  to  $7  ssd 
$8.    These  pices  are  unusually  high,  yet  toif, 
or  nearly  balf^  the  qusatity  is  expended  is  car- 
rying the  rest  to  market.    Flour  ia  less  poader- 
ous,  according  to  its  value,  than  most  other  agri- 
cultural produce.    But  the  tranaportntiea  of  art- 
icles to  seaport  ^larkets  ishy  far  the  least  pertien 
of  tmQsportatioA-*-th^iMrnal  commereebeiweea 
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citizen  «iid  eiifzen  beinff,  in  all  countries,  g^reatet 
by  far  tban  tbe  eiteroai  commerce  between  the 
State  and  foreign  States  or  coantrles.  In  Qreat 
Brimin  itself  the  internal  commerce  is  known  to 
be  gfreater  than  the  forei^  ae  seven  to  one;  in 
other  conntries  in  a  much  greater  proportion. 
%ot  in  these  United  States,  when  the  extent  of 
territory,  when  tbe  rariety  of  prodnctron  and 
parslf^nrJ*on8idered,  the  foreign  will  bear  no 
odmpnMWwjth  what  the  internal  ^commerce  is 
or  oogftt  to  W;  bnt  which  it  cannot  be  without 
inland  nai^ifration,  as  well  as  improred  roads. 
Roads  in  aD  conntries  are  necessary ;  they  are 
more  necessary  according  as  the  teri;itoryis  more 
extensive;  and  in  the  same  proportion  exists  the 
necessity  for  inland  navigation.  Within  a  cer- 
tain extent  land  transportation  might  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  a  tisefiil  commerce,  probably  with 
more  advantage  than  by  waters,  requiring  con- 
siderable expense  to  improve  their  channels ;  but 
in  a  more  enlarged  extent  land  transportation  be* 
comes  leas  adequate,  and  water  commimication 
more  necessary ;  and  in  a  country  of  the  extent 
of  the  United  States,  there  is  much  of  the  most 
useful  and  necessary  commerce  which  land  trans- 
portation cannot  eflect  at  all.  Plaster  may  be 
considered  as  tbe  soil  itself,  or  rather  as  the  seed 
on  which  agricnlture  depends;  withont  good 
roads  this  necessary  cannot  be  distributed,  nor 
will  It  bear  long  transportation  by  land  on  any 
roads ;  by  canals  and  rivers  it  can  be  distributee 
to  every  neighborhood ;  the  same  may  be  said  of 
clay,  lime^  coal,  and  timber. 

The  extent  of  our  territory  would  indeed  forbid 
the  attempt  at  canal  navigation  were  not  our 
wttters  as  extensive  as  the  territory ;  but  this  be* 
iDg  the  well*  known  fact,  the  very  circumstance 
which  wtfuld  otherwise  form  the  chief  objection 
is  the  strong!  recommendation.  Four  -hundred 
and  tiAv  miles  of  artificial  canals  would  be  valu- 
able '  where  they  are  the  only  means  of  water 
eommnnication,  but  would  for  a  long  time,  prob- 
ably, be  too  expensive  an  acquisition ;  but  when 
450  miles  of  canah,  of  the  least  expensive  con- 
struction, offers  to  our  acceptance  10.000  miles  of 
additioDal  itiland  navigation,  the  case  is  reversed ; 
and  thef  sacrifice  we  make  is  in*  tbe  neglect  of  this 
great  national  and  permanent  object. 

Look  at  every  country  tn  Europe,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  China,  where  the  most  cogent  example 
might  be  found.    Bur  some  will  answer  me,  that 
we  ooght.not  to  draw  our  examples  from  the  old 
and  despotic  Governments  and  enslaved  subjects 
of  Europe.    But  why,  then,  do  the^  not  throw 
away  their  muskets  in  war,  and  their  ploughs  in 
neace,  becaose  these  implements  were  introduced 
from  Surope  1  I  shall  not  dwell,  however,  abroad. 
In  China  we  see  a  great  country,  literally  filled 
with  inhabitants ;  eanals  are  its  support  and  oma* 
ment.    In  Europe  we  have  only  to  name  the 
eanals  Which  abound  all  over  it.    They  have  al- 
ways been  most  encourased  by  the  wisest  Gov- 
ernments, under  those  rdgns  which  have  given 
the  eharscter  to  each  nation  of  which  it  makes 
its  boast--^hink  of  Holland,  Fmnce,  Gtermany, 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  even  Sw^en.    These  im- 


Erovements-  are  associated  with  the  names  of 
lOUis  XIV..  Frederick,  and  Peter  the  Gkeat  $  in 
Greit  Britain,  with  that  of  a  Bridgewater. 

I  shall  detain  you  with  particular  instances 
from  one  only  of  the  States  of  Europe-*Great 
Britain — and  there  with  but  two  of  the  number 
of  instances  which  might  be  detailed.  The  first 
that  occurs  is  that  system  of  internal  navigation, 
projected  and  perfected  by  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water;  the  whole  extent  is  only  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  miles,  but  so  expensive  and  difiicult 
have  been  the  works,  and  so  great  the  perfection  at- 
tained, that  it  seems  more  than  the  result  of  human 
exertion.  Thelockajfc,  aqueducts, culverts,  feeders, 
and  reservoirs  of  this  navigation,  are  more  expen- 
sive than  all  the  canals  required  in  the  United 
States;  bnt  the  most  extraordinarjr  part  of  all  is 
the  under-ground  naviption  of  eighteen  miles, 
which  forms  a  part  of  it.  This  is  carried  upon 
two  levels;  the  lower  extending  twelve  milea 
through  different  seams  of  coal,  the  upper  is  one  hnn- 
dred  and  ten  feet  higher,  extending  six  miles,  and 
is  IVom  one  hundred  ana  fourteen  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  perpendicttlar  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  communication  between  the' 
upper  and  lower  levels,  an  inclined  plane,  dipping 
one  foot  in  four,. near  tour  hundred  feet,  cut  in  a 
solid  rock  of  white  granite,  upon  which  the  loaded' 
boats  are  passed  up  and  down  upon  rollers  and 
railways,  by  a  windlass  and  horse  power.  - 

This  navigation  connects  London,  Liverpool, 
Bdanchester,  and  Hull,  performing  amongst  them 
alt  necessary  exchanges  of  commodities,  whether 
raw  or  manufactured,  enablinjg  these  great  and 
populous  cities  and  towns,  with  all  the  interme- 
diate country,  to  obtain,  beiides  the  ordinary  ex- 
changeable commodities,  clays,  quarried  stone, 
lime,  marble,  sand,  and  even  manures  of  all  kinds, 
and  fttd  for  their  immense  consumption.  Vastly 
expensive  as  the  works  have  been,  they  are  found 
profitable  to  their  owners,  and  justly  considered 
as  having  added  more  to  the  general  prosperity 
of  England  than  any  other  one  establisnment  bar 
ever  done.  The  second  and  last  in  Europe  which' 
I  shall  notice,  is  the  Forth  and  Clyde  navigation 
in  Scotland.  The  canal  which  unites  these 
waters  is  only  thirty-eight  miles  long;  but  a 
work  of  such  vast  expense  and  difficulty,  that 
althouffh  it  had  been  projected  bv  Charles  the 
Second,  and  baring  been  abandonea  for  the  want 
of  resources,  was  again  revived  in  1723,  when 
a  survey  was  made;  again  in  176S,  63,  and  64^ 
07,  and  08.  It  was  never  thoroughljr  commencea 
until  1768;  never  opened  for  narigation  until 
1774,  and  thim  but  for  something  less  than  half 
its  extent.  Eleven  miles  still  remained  to  be 
made  in  1784.  It  was  not  completed  the  whole 
distance  until  1790 ;  and  the  whole  revenues  were 
exMnded  in  perfecting  this  expensive  work  until 
1799  inclusive.  In  that  year  the  company  were 
permitted  b^  act  of  Parfiameat  to  add  the  in- 
terest of  their  expenditure  to  their  original  stocky 
which  formed  an  accumulated  capital  of  jC421,525, 
divided  into  1,397  shares  of  £325  each,  ana  on 
this  sum  their  dividends  were  limited  to  ten  per 
cent.,  and  the  first  dividend  was  made  in  1800,  of 
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only  thre«  and  oa#  diirtetmh  per  cM»t.  TJus 
nftyigatlon,  altboogk  osly  tlurty»€igbt  mUn,  wms 
constracted  at  an  enoroioua  enense;  hariiig  ita 
sinnaiU level  at  an  eleration  otone  haodred  and 
fifty-six  feet;  medium  width  of  the  surface  fifty- 
six  feet,  at  bottom  tweotyHMTen,  depth  tluoogh* 
out  the  whole  eight  feet,  calculated  to  be  iueieased 
to  nine ;  thirty^nioe  locks  of  eight  feet  fall  each, 
aeTenty«-fvur  feet  long,  and  twenty  wide  between 
the  walls  ^  passes  over  ten  large  aqueducts,  and 
thixty«'three  smaller  ones*  There  are  thirty-three 
drawbridges  over  it,  and  sixty^three  bouses  be- 
longing to  the  com|)aay,  two  dry  docksi  and  eight 
expensiee  reservoirs,  covering  in  all  ai^ ht  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  aciww  and  from  which  the  sim- 
ply of  water  is  conveyed  from  aix  to  twenty  milea. 
Toe  whole  expense,  as  haa  been  stated,  was  ^£421,* 
585b  equal  to  $1,873,576,01;  149,304  per  mile*. 

Notwithstanding  the  epormity  of  the  exnensey 
this  improvement  is  found  uoi  6nly  a  profitable 
stock. to  the  company, but  togive  new  imiwrtaAcek 
to  Scotland,  Too  error  most  coaspiououa  in  the 
oonduct  of  this  great  work  was.  that  it  waa  not 

SKOsecnted  with  more  vifor;  tnat  Qo^emment 
id  not  lend  an  efficient  aid,  so  aa  to  have  had  it 
in  productive  and  useful  oipemtioa  in  three  or 
four  ]^ears  from  its  commeneement«  Minute  de* 
tails  in  this  place  would  be  tedious;  they  must 
therefore  be  omitted;  yet  ip  order  to  convey  the 
clearest  view  of  the  importaneoof  this  single  imr 
PKovement,  no  better  lUusUatioa  can  be  gmn, 
than  a  simple  but  summary,  statement  of  tl^ 
progresaof  wealth. in  its  vicinity,  and  of  the  rev* 
eope  derived  from  the  tolls  for  a  glvon  period. 
Tbissutement  t  sball  attempt  ;e  the  materials  axe 
derived  from  an  authority,  wluchi  I  believe  may 
be  implicitly  relied  upon.  It  will  show  that  iu 
advantMes  were  small,  have  steadily  and  rapidly 
iaoreased,  that  they  have  become  great^jmd  are 
still  as  likely  to  increase  as  heretofore.  The  rev- 
eones  of  this  canal  were,  omitting  fractions,  ia 
1774.  £J&7Si  llBi,  J&7,457;  1794^  £1!%373;  1804. 
429^72;  and  in  1814,  X4&p74  surliag ;  equfd  to 
$213,648.  Tbe  increase  of  population,  improve* 
ment,  and  genen^  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Qlasi 
yow,  and  along  the. whole  tract  of  the caAaland 
^ts  vicinity,  has  been  in  a  ratio  conespondent  to 
that  of  the  revenue. wbich  aocrued  to  the  canal 
company.  Time,  however,  would  fail  to  permit 
a.reierence  to  the  statistical  accounts  by  which 
Uiis  is  dempuetrated^  then  are,  however,  in  the 
reaoh  of  mf  member  of  this  House.  The  instance 
is,  upon  the  wJholei  most  striking;  especially 
when  it  is  copsidered  that  this  is  in.a'Cpuotry. 
which  had  remained  stationary  for  eenturtes| 
with  confirmed  habits.  If  such  effects  are  exf 
perienced  in  the  dry  tree,  wMt  may  we  not  hope 
lor  in  the  green? 

I  come  bSsick  now  to  bur  own  country,  the  great 
features  of  which  we  have  all  eontemplated.;  the 
country  which,  above  all  others,  presents  at  once 
the  meaiu  and  the  inducements  for  similar  en- 
terprise. Canals  here  have  not  yet  had  an  exr 
patmeot;  the]^  have  been  but  partially  attempted, 
wuhottt  any  aid  pr  patronage  from  Government, 
an  aid  which,  in  thi»  counuy,  is  peculiarly  and 


indispensably  necessary  to  thaic  ■■>m-.» 
those  of  most  importanoe  are  so  to  the  whsk 
comBMintty  rather,  than  to  any  poitiaa  of  ii. 
The  situmions  in  which  they  are  reqwited  might 
be  enumerated^  the  evident  advantages  derelt 
upon,  the  practicability  demonstralad  ;  hat  as  aa 
^tome,  let  a  single  instaace  be-  eelacw4; 
which  has  in  a  manner  forced 
scarcely  altogether,  into  existence  mad 
I  select  this  one  because  I  have 
support  the  statement  which  I 
iny  it,  and  because  these  faeu  aiw  raaaat;  The 
Dismal  Swamjp  Canal  in  Virsjaia  m^  Nenk 
Carolina,  Thia  improvement  has^  iadoad,  htca 
long  projected,  and  some  pn^gms  aaada  in  the 
work,  though  very  imperfect;  it  bad  heea  em 
through  the  land  which  senaraiea  the  maters  oC 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  AlbeHmcle  Souad, 
and  furnished  with  wooden  loeke,  biu  not  oC 
sufficient  depth  or  width,  nor  wera  tto  worioi 
kept  up.  It  waa  a^lected  frooa  the  wnat  of 
funds.  So  (reat,  however,  were  the  hardshv* 
experienced  for  want  of  a  commvnioatiea  doiin^ 
the  late,  war,  that,  under  all  the  ineoaveaicacea 
of  that  period,  a  considerable  shaia  of  atieadQa, 
under  the  dictates  of  necessity,,  waa  dimaledto 
this  canaL  and  exertions  am  adll  aortiauad  for 
iu  completion,  but  with  eoaaidenblo  daubu 
whether  the.  waat  of  ^suQ^eieat  funds  will  aot 
again  force  a  suspension.  Imperfect  as  at  aae^ 
it  waa,  in  1815,  for  about  six  weeks  epea  foe 
navigation.  In  that  short  period,  and  beaidea 
the  articles  paying  toll  by  valuation.  tha-foUow^ 
tug  articles  are  officially  suted  lo  have  pasaed 
through,  vis:  6,519<419shinglea|  1,160^1  staves; 
16,703  bushels  of  Indian  corni  S^313  haebela  of 
rice;  2,138  hogsheads  of  tobaaopi  3,767  hUs.  of 
fish  'f  3,575  barrels  of  tar;  399  casks  of  la^ieatine 
spirits ;  2/475  bales  of  cotioa ;  119  barrels  of  h/ack 
lead ;  327  tone  of  iron;  18i  tons  of  ifad»  pow4ef^ 
and  shot.  A  small  sncouragemem  froai  Qor* 
ernment  by  subscription  for  shares  of  aloak  oc 
otherwise^  would  insure  the  eomplelimat  oa.  an 
enlarged  plaa«  of  this  valuable  work,  wbiah  ia 
otherwise  in  aanger  of  failure ;  the  amra  eepaei- 
ally  to  be  regretted  beeaoae  it  (ae  well  as  the 
Chesapeake  and  Oelawara  Canal)  is  oaaofihe 
links  of  the  chain  of  inland  aavjgatioa,  fioua 
Boston  harbor  to  St.  Mary'e  river;  the  import- 
aaee  of  which,  as  a  national  objeet,  ia  aaffioiently 
understood  by  this  House  aad  this  natioa*  The 
Chesaneeke  and  Delaware  Caaal  Company  vail 
only  the  nod  of  this  Qovernaaeat  to  be  agaia  ia 
activity,  with  funds  within  iu  reach  to  the 
amount  of  $600^000,  f  100^000  of  which  haae  baea 
actually  invested  in  the  work%  upon  a  pecmaneat 
plan,^  dej^ndiog  wholly  upoa  the  eacouiagrmeat 
of  subscription  for  stock  oy  thia  GkLvarnment,  to 
the  amount  of  only  about  one  4|jiarier  of  that  sum 
In  Jersey,  also,  iadividuai  eaierpriae  is  in  prs* 
paratioa,  anxiously  waiting  only  theeoeooruM 
intimation  from  this  Government*  New  York 
is  ia  similar  readiness  upon  a  larger  seals.  So, 
also«  is  Pennsylvania,  and  I  believe  everf  State 
in'  the  Union.  Bat  each  most  be  disooaiiKed, 
for  the  want  of  aay^assurance  that  ooiiaspgadant 
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npMnranmlt  ki  aeigbboring  BUtes  wiil  W  cf* 
'eetedy  ipMr  wkieli  ibe  Talne  of  its  own  imnt 
^efttlv  depend,  nnd  nbiove  all  by  the  ebeninettnee 
bat  toe  National  Government  pawMi  exeiasive- 
y  iJie  funds  ndeqnate  to  insure  eoeeess  to  noder- 
akiofs  oCao  naneb  aaagnitude,  and  the  pammevni 
nterest  ift  ihmr  eomf Mon;  as  tMr  ooriooe  tefr* 
leney  is  to  enrieh  the  tevennea  of  eoaaincRe,  to 
nhance  the  nnti^nnl  kods^  nnd  afford  the  dienp* 
St  and  most  effieient  defence  of  the  oonntry. 

The  Able  fHbieh  have  been  siaMd,  Che  expeit- 
nce  of  a  veeeiM  war»  ihe  iaaeseale  of  peaee^the 
ivoiiog  aspeel  of  the  world  at  paoee,  andAhe  sinfe 
f  ooff  own  rctonrose,,  ail  reeoB»end  the  i^rent 
hjeets  of  ioH^ffoveneat  to  this  Goveroment,  and 
ipeeiaUy  at  this  timeu  In  settlinf  a  peaee  sy«* 
Bm,  these  afeoold  fonn  a  poMnnent  part  of  it. 
>ther  eienaidcmtidns  press  thnsoiijeet  upon  us  at 
bis  period.  Who  ean  tav  what  foicagn  coaa* 
aeree  has  to  offer  ne  after  the  pt cMot  year  9  Let 
isy  ibeO)  seeuieoae  at  benae^  and  navifOle  thronf h 
•or  own  peaaeftil  territories^  Whati  We  bare  no 
bjeei  to  invite  us  asross  the  oeean.  Nor  ought 
pe,  in  the  seewityof  peneO)  to  foiget  thai  we 
ave  lately  been  at  war.  Ctreiimsianees  are  not 
ranting  al  this  mofaent  to  admonish  as  that  the 
rorid  is  oai  to  be  tnisced.  The  temper  of  Spain, 
f  Greet  Britaia,  aad  of  soom  ladiaa  tribe%  are 
IT  froaa  being  in  harmony  with  us  on  tone 
oints  of  oonelderahle  impovtaaaiB.  One  oironm- 
tance  of  great  importanoe  was  notietd  by  afe»* 
iemaa  from  New  Vork  yeMerdagr,  (Mr.  Golo)-*- 
le  rivakhip'  of  an  adjoiniag  ptovmee  of  Grtet 
Iriiain  in  the  tiade  and  cnmaiertee  of  oar  pes** 
Msktnaw  The  waters  of  the  St.  Lanlveaee  at 
resent  afford  the  only  chaaael  of  export  to  mom 
laa  half  the.  tetriterieb  of  Veraioal  and  New 
roriC)  to  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indianai 
li  the  Miehigan  terricory.  Pasi  of  this  extea^ 
ive  distriot  is  already  popnliMis,  aad  the  rest  biK» 
oming.  80  arfth  aapidity*  Smuggled  mefchaa- 
ise  may  defiaad  our  revaaue,  aad  rival  ous 
lanafhetuna  in  that  quarter,  aad  itspiodacenf 
II  kinda  must  bs  drawa  «s  the  British  ports  in. 
^oada  by  the  eaay  duMoat  of  ibe  watera  By 
le  same  ehanbiel  an  inisseoarse  ia  easily  kepi 
p  between  the  Briiish  Gkvernraeot  and  traden^ 
od  ail  the  Northwastem  Indiaaa»  no  an  to  ieompe 
icn  trade,  aad  cbaikh  onMendly  dispdsitione 
>watdiB  ofli  Tbe.whela  of  Ike  tmda  and  ooaa- 
lerfie  oi  all  that  cslHisive  legion,  as  well  of  tlia 
resent  and  futare  white  pe^alatkin,'  as  wttk  the 
adiana^  amy  be  advantageoaaly  tuf nod  and  .se« 
ured  to  the  Uoiied  Statea  oaly  by  improved  i»- 
tnd  navigation  aad  roads.  Whea  it  is  con- 
idered  that  both  these  of  the  Lakes  apd  St. 
aawreaee  atfbfd  a  greyer  abuadanee  of  lamiier 
turn  aa)r  li^er  in  the  United  Staiei-^that  kiya 
mpoetaiioBS  tbrough  CamMk  mte  akaa  wanting 
0  foroisk  traaspoits  for  large  supplies  of.  that 
Mnber**^!,  for  08%  am  not  dispeeed  totally  to 
iisregard  the  possihk  rivakbip  of  Briiish  entar^ 
vise  ia  that  quarter,  espeei^Uv  when  it  is  a  oom- 
aercial  enlerprist^  eonneeted  with  her  ahippii^ 
Qterests,  even  wita  her  navy.-  We  pDssesa  the 
M^k  meant  of  seeuiing  m  onrsalvee  that  part 


of  our  northern  tmda  whkh  belongs  to  us;  aad  I 
would  miher  resort  to  those  means  ia  due  tiflie^ 
than  afkrwnrds  to  ragtet  their  oegkoc  Let  os 
nercr  forget  that  Great  Britaia  tauaht  os  the 
expcrtmeat^if  building  a  100  gnn  ship  on  Lake 
Ontario,  when  not  a  man  in  the  Govemmetft 
eottld  be  mevailed  upon  to  belreve  it.  Whea  it 
eoald  no  MMer  be  doubted,  then  it  oould  never 
get  out  of  Kingston  harbor;  and  when  this  was 
effwted.  thcv^udi  a  ship  would  be  too  unwieldy 
lor  the  lake }  coald  not  be  sea-worthy  if  buUl  ia 
less  than  two  years.  But  she  did  sail,  and,  if  aat 
eaknkted  to  endore  forty  years,  she  might  sail 
very  weU  for  Ontario,  whkh  was  all  that  was 
required.  Let  as  laM  eare  that  she  does  aot 
eatek  oe  slambering  in  too  confident  a  relknee 
en  her  siapidity  in  peaee,  as  we  did  in  war.  I^H 
us  bear  ia  mind  toe  duty  on  timber,  and  tka 
Novo  Seoiia  <pkster  bill,  with  some  other  hints» 
Let  net  timdy  admoaitionaalways  be  as  dreaana 
bat  aoasidered  en  their  aiarttsw  I  beg  pardon  of 
the  House  ior  having  trespnmed  eo  mr  beyond 
my  intentkn.  I  hope  this  bill  will  pan  intoa 
kw.  It  provides  in  part  for  a  system  exfiedieat^ 
necessary,  suited  ta  thk  country,  aad  to  this  tkae* 
Of  ikk  I  hope  kw  will  doubtH*-tbis,  none  oaa 
dfsptova  by  kct  or  awament.  Some,  iadeed,  eoah* 
sider  it  a  vkkftioa  of  the  Constftufions  I  oonsidev 
a  fatluve  to  adopt  it  a  oEore  serious  vioktioii. 

Mr.  Roes,  c^PeonsylTania,  said  he  waaid  ooew* 
py  the  tieae,  per|Mps  theatteatioa  of  the  House,  bol 
every  few  miaatee;  nor  should  he  have  rfssa,  If 
the  gentlemen  from  Masinehusetts  and  MaTVlsM 
(Messra.  Kiao  and  WniaaT)  had  aot  msde-mn^ 
cammon  exertions  to  impress  the  publie,  if  not  tka 
House,  with  a  belkf  tbata  votein  kvor  of  the  bill 
aadev  eoaskkraiiea,  would  be  o^residve  and  in- 
jvrioos  to  the  distresmd  aad  leborlag  poor,  wka 
ai  ihk  taament^  it  k  said,-  an  soavceiy  am  ta 
procure  bread  for  fhemselves  and  familks.  Bk 
said  he  felt,  be  trusted,  as  awek  w  any  membet 
for  the  dntrasses  of  that  usd*ol  class  of  eftiseaej 
aad  would  be  williaa  to  jeia  in  any  proper  mea> 
sme,  ealcukted  to  mleviate  their  soibrings;  bai 
how,  or  in  what  way,  the  lejeetion  of  this  MA 
will  reiieve  the  poor,  or  give  bread  to  the  needf. 
be  was  totally  uaakle  to  diseera.  He  had  iMara 
of  no  prcMMMition  to  dkttibaie  the  boons  and  div^ 
idends  of  the  baak  among  the  necessitous,  nor 
wQiakI  they  become  due  in  tiam  to  retkve  the 
preieat  disaress.  The  internal  taxes  are  not  paid 
by  those  who  kbor,  and  who  possess  ao  pf  opertyv 
The  imposu  and  duties  en  the  impoKatioas  of 
foreign  goods,  bear  hard  upon  tbem ;  tfaejr  pay  a 
heavy  and  disjiroportiaBaAe  tax  for  their  ofetkio|5 
their  salt,  their  sugar,  and  their  eoffee.  .  But  no 
prepositiQa  kas  been  made  to  reduce  the  impceie 
and  duiks  on  those  articles ;  on  tka  ooasrary,  tba 
House  has  been  pressed  to  inettase  the  tax  oa 
ckthing.  If  the  bill  shall  pam  hMo  aJaw,  it  wUI 
not  injure  tke  poor,  but  may  benefit  them,  by  giv- 
ing kbor  to  huodreds,  perhaps  tkoosands.  who 
are  now  out  of  empkyment;  and  tke  gentlemea 
who  profess  suek  generous  keRngs  in  kvor  of 
the -poor  and  distressed  laborer,  may  fiodeoasola* 
tion  in  the  lefleciiao  that,  in  every  distrktof  the 
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Umied  S(*t«8,  iddtTidttBi,  tovnship,  coootf,  or 
Sute,  we^th  will  be  found  eqaal  to  the  relief  of 
their  respectiye  poor,  without  the  iutefference  of 
Ibe  General  OoTernment. 

The  questions,  said  Mr.  R.,  submitted  to  the 
House  by  the  bill  and  proposed  amendioeBts,  are 
perhaps  of  as  great  importance  as  any  that  erer 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture.  .  They  involre^in  their  coneidemtton,  inqui- 
ries of  rast  moment  to  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  the  community — such  as,  where  do  State  rights 
«od  1  and  where  do  those  of  the  Oeoeml  GoTern- 
nient  begin?  in  regulating  and  promoting  the 
internal  improToment  and  commerce  of  thecoun* 
<ry-*in  the  laying  out  and  making  of  roads ;  in 
ihe  cutting  of  canals ;  in  the  clearing  of  rivers 
mni  water«courses,  and  declarmg  them  public 
liighways.    Would  not  the  exereiaeof  such  now* 
eis,  by  Congress.,  without  the  consent  ot  tiie 
Slates,  be  found  in  practice  to  interfere  with  State 
fights  ?    And  would  not  a  failuie  of  Congress  to 
exercise  those  powersi  in  some  instances  which 
might  occur,  be  destructive  of  the  equal  rights  of 
the  States  1    The  Constitutional  question  baa 
been  abstractedly  discussed  with    considerable 
ability,  but  the  practical  operation  of  the  exercise 
of  such  powerS|  or  a  refusal  t6  exercise  such  pow- 
•ffs,  has  not  been  examined^  and  tberefere,  said 
Mr.  R.,  my  mind  is  not  at  rest:  it  vibrates  between 
GOoflictin|^opinions  and  conclusions.    On  the  one 
side,  it  mi^ht  be  asked,  have  Congress  the  power 
to  clear  rivers,  prostrate  dams,  and  remove  ob* 
atruetioBs,  erected  by  the  authority  of  the  State? 
Can  Congress  make  any  water^oourse  or  public 
kighwav,  or  appropriate  it  to  public  use,  against 
the  will  of  the  State  within  whose  territory  it 
lies  1    Could  Congress  compel  the  State  of  Pena* 
ayjvania  to. suffer,  unmolested,  and  without  tax 
or  toll,  the  produce  and  lumber  of  the  State  of 
Mew.  York  to  pass  down  the  Sufquehanoab, 
thfoogh  Penns^rlvania,  into  Maryland  ?    On  the 
other  side,  it  might  be  ariced,  if  the  State  of  New 
York  should  pass  a  law  prohibitlog  the  vessels  of 
any  other  State  than  her  own,  sailing  up  the 
North  river  to  Albany}  or  the  State  of  Virginia 
should  prohibit  by  law  the  vessele  of  the  other 
States  irom  navi^ting  her  rivers ;  or  ahould  the 
States  of  Virginm  and  Ohio  prohibit  the  vessels 
of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvaiiia  descending  the  river 
Ohio  to  the  market  of  New  Orleans,  or  exact  a 
toll  for  permission  to  pass,  could  Congress  con* 
stitiitioaally  interfere,  and  restore  the  States  to 
the  free  and  uninterrupted  right ^f  navigating 
those  rivers?    If  the  answer  should  be  in  the 
affirmative^  the  next  qucstioo  would  be,  by  what 
authority  ?    The  answer  must  be,  the  Constitu- 
tion has  vested  in  Congrese  the  power  to  regu- 
late comBMrca  among  the  several  States,  and  such 
acu  would  be  calculated  to  embarrass,  impede,  or 
prevent  a  fair  and  equal  commerce  among  them. 
View  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill  and  the 
proposed  amendments,  and  they  present  doubts 
and  difficulties  on  everv  side,  which,  however, 
Congress  may  be  obliged  at  no  very  distant  period 
to  decide;  but  at  present  they  may  be  obviated 
py  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  States;  and 


therefore,  said  ifv.  R«,  i  shall  Tote  aMtnst  the  is- 
definite  postponement,  in  the  hope  tMt  it  nay  W 
so  modified  as  to  avoikl  ail  CovstitatMMd  ol^ee* 
tions  to  its  passaffc. 

It  is  alleged,  Uiat  everything  that  is  eonfem- 
plated  by  this  bill,  nMy-  be  acoompli^ed  b|r  aa 
a^eement  between  the  States  to  gfire  that  diree- 
tion  and. extension  to  roads  and  canafe,  neeeaary 
to  their  completion--^nd  therefore  it  is  uaMess- 
sary  and  inexpedient  for  Congress  to  pass  any  law 
on  the  subject.  Bat  gentlemea  sboirikl  rseoUeet 
that  the  Constitution  has  expresaljr  aaitf  thttao 
Stateshall,  withaat  the  consent  of  6oi|gTCss,eai«r 
into  any  agreement  or  conapact  wlclt  aaotfact 
State.  The  prohibittoa  is  geaerai— >it  is  well  it 
is  so— otherwise,  two  or  three  Slates  migbt  cenh 
bine  to  give  the  ceouaefca  of  those  States  a  dim* 
tion'  so  as  to  promote  their  comlmied  iateresti 
bat  ruinous  to  all  the  others,  and  destroetive  ef 
the  best  interest'of  the  country.  Noae  bar  greet 
national  obiects^  cakalased  to  promote  the  goad 
of  the  whole,  and  sncb  as  eoald  net  be  tteeom* 
pUshed  by  the  neans  or  withtn  the  limiu  of  any 
particular  State,  shovhl  receive  the  aid  of  the 
Qcneral  Government. 

Another  objection  has  been  made  to  acting  at 
all  on  the  sab^eet  at  this  titiic,  because  tiie  coun- 
try has  iost  emerged  from  an  expensive  war;  is 
involved  in  debt;  her  revenue  not  mere  than 
equal  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  present  engage* 
meats^  and  impossible  to  retreach  any  of  the  ex- 
isting expenditures,  except  about  uty  thensand 
doUars  in  the  pay  of  the  brevet  ofiieets.  But 
sai4  Mr.  R^  I  wauld  ask  the  geotleman  from' 
Maryland  (Mr*  Smitb)  if  it  is  any  more  neces- 
sary now  than  during  the  RevolutioBary  war 
thst  the  officers  of  the  Army  should  be  allowed 
pay  for  servants ?  Are  theie  not  680  servants  of 
ofiScers,  each  receiving  168  dollars  per  anotim  t 
May  they  not  be  dispensed  with  ?  Will  it  oot 
save  to  the  coon$ry  |1 11,000?  May  not  the 
Commissioners  of  tM  Loan  Offices  be  diaahaTged, 
and  their  duties  transfcRed  to  the  Nail»nal  Kmk 
and  its  branches?  And  wili  not  it  nroduee  a 
saving  of  nearly  the  same  amovnt  ?  May  not  a 
retrenchment  be  made  in  the  Hospiul  depart- 
ment,  and  many  others?  These  are  ouestiona, 
said  Mr«  R.,  I  profess  to  know  very  little  abont ; 
but  if  I  were  in  tiie  situation  of  the  geatlemaa 
from  Marylaad,  aad  some  others,  I  believe  I 
should  be  able  to  suggest  many  cases  in  which 
the  Qovemment  mint  retreaeh  theexpanditares 
tea  very  eoasiderahie  amotrnt,  without  any  in- 
juey,  but  with  f  rent  advantage  to  the  cammn- 
nity.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  sug||csted  those  inqut- 
ries,  and  given  those  hiat^  as  in  his  haasble  opia* 
ion 'worthy  of  eonslderatton,  and  not  as  areS' 
ments  for  or  agaiast  the  passage  of  the  biU.  Be 
must  repeal  his  decided  opposition  te  the  laecisB 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU^  he* 
cause  he  tbougrht  the  object  in  view  of  aufikieBt 
magnitude  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  House. 
It  amy  finally  amume  an  unexceptionable  form, 
and  dieserve  and  teeeive  the  approbation  of  this 
House  and  the  nation. 

Uu  Kma  again  rose,    i  regret,  said  he,  to  ask 
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again  for  a  momeac  yoar  htdolgevee  afioo  tbta 
sabjeot.  The  boDottbte  ^nilenran  from  Sooth 
CarolJoa  and  PenBsylvaoia  (Mr.  Calhoon  and 
Mr.  RoBo)  suppose  that  the  diseresses  which  I 
hare  slated  to  exist  at  this  time  io  maof  parts  of 
oar  country  are  confined  to  the  yioinity  of  the 
few  towns  which  !  naned  yesterday.  For  the 
good  of  my  eouatry  I  wish.it  were  so;  though 
within  that  limit  they  would  olaim  my  utmost 
sympathy.  But  look  at  oihar  portiions  of  year 
country ;  at  that  magdificeat  city,  the  great  em- 

Krinm  of  eommeree-^^New  York.  Count  the 
nkcuptcietwhieb  there  daily  take  place.  The 
paper  received  from  that  city  this  aay  contains 
nearly  two  hoadred  recent  cases,  and  maay  thou- 
sand now  eziot  in  that  Stete.  You  find  almost 
ihe  same  scene  of  distress  and  bankruptcy  ib 
every  commercial  citv.  Is  this  a  time,  tbqn,  to 
squsDder  millions,  when  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens are  destitute  of  bread — involved  in  misery 
and  rdin9^  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
asks,  how*  will  it  benefit  the  people  if  we  should 
Dot  pass  this  bill?  I  will  tell  htm.  It  will  ena* 
ble  OS  to  take  off  some  of  the  internal  taxes ;  to 
Base  the  people,  at  least,  of  taxes  to  the  annual 
imount  of  fjPSOOjOOO.  I  will  name  to  him  too, 
lir,  one  tas  wbitb  ought  to  be*  immediately  re- 
pealed, i  mean  llmt  on  retailers.  Whatever  is 
[aid  on  them'  is  A>lt  by  fiieir  customers,  and  tbe 
Door  are  dail^'obliiged  to  tesort  to  them  for  sop^ 
>6rt.  But,  sir,  I  have  not  named  loVou  alt  the 
i)oor  of  the  land.  Within  this  favoreq  District— 
:hrs  magnificent  ten  miles  square — are  thousands 
)oor  and  distressed.  We  meet  with  them  in 
>very  part  of  it ;  nay,  the  very  doors  and  entry 
)f  this  ball  are  besieged  by  tbem^or  though  we 
'are  sumptuously  ever^  day,  there  are  thousands 
iraund  us  pining  in  misery  and  want. 

And  what  are  the  real  objects  for  wbich  the 
leople  and  their  mone|[  are  to  be  saorifioed?  Wo 
lave  Jie«rd  ibis  dayi  sir-^tho  graad  calMkl  from 
Lake  Ontario  iq  the  Hudson;  to  bnild  up  the 
ifoady  ovet|[rowa  Suto  of  New  York.  Anil 
wbmX  direet  interest  have  the  citizens  of  New 
fiaanpshife  and  Massaabiisetis,  and  other  remoio 
States,  in  building  up  that  great  and  poweri*«l 
2(t«tai  Or  why  will  the  Representatives  of 
hose  Sfttto  tax  their  coastitul^Ats  for  that  object! 
>r  for  the  one,  sir,  which  you  mentioned  yester- 
lay,  of  constructing  locks  and  canals  round  the 
ails  of  the  Ohio  I  Tlieaa  are  the  etajeeia  which 
ire  IO  awallow  no  tbe  aaest,  ol  thi^  approprtation. 
iVhat  yoo  say  or  a  gnat  feat  Yoed,  is  a  more  tub 
o  the  wbale.  The  postvoads  in  N«w  Bngland 
ire  now  good.  If  they  aie  not  so  elsewhere^  tot 
heee  otmoerned  make  tbam  so.  Bat  the  ol^e^ 
irhieh  appears  to  dazzle  bonorabfte  gODtlemeit 
noat)  the  military  pert  eifKcially,  are  the  splendid 
ailiury  roads  ^ich  are  eootenplatedk  Watt. 
ttiiiM>se  them  made,  and  all  ike  armories,  ana 
taaenelai  nnd  military  academies,  which  gentle- 
Den  can  desire,  piad  the  nation  stinds  in  ooia- 
)lete  armor.  What  aeztl  War!  war  I  is  the 
leKt  cry  which  will  resound  within  these  walls. 
We  have  enoofh  ready  to  *'ery  havoc,  and  let 
dip  the  dogs^ot  yrmrV*    Theii«-cheo^we  shall 


enjoy  the  suUimo  spectacle  of  seeing  our  citizens 
chained  to  the  chariots  of  the  victor,  with  his 
garments  rolled  in  blood  ! 

Is  it  possible,  sir^  under  all  these  circnmstances, 
that  Congress  can  appropriate  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  the  iaccrtting  dividends  for 
twenty  years,  on  eleven  millions  of  dollars  owned 
by  the  United  States  in  the  National  Bank,  for 
the  objects  contemplated  in  this  bill  1  And  what 
are  these  objects  1  Some  gentlemen  talk  of  a 
great  national  post  road  to  be  made  at  the  ex** 

Knee  of  the  United  States,  from  Orleans  to 
oose  Ishmd— "I  ask  pardon,  siri  Moose  Island, 
at  present,  belongs  to  the  British— Lobec,  I 
shoold  have  said ; — others  propose  aoble  military 
roads,  in  varioos  paru  of  the  coaotry,  to  facttitata 
the  march  of  nnmeroas  armies,  which  they  wish 
to  be  on  foot,  not  recollecting  that  they  will  be 
eqhally'Coirvenient  for  an  invadiay  army:  many 
desire  to  have  oonetrocted  with  this  money  grand 
and  extensive  canals,  connecting  the  waters  of 
the  Lakes  with  them,  which  in  our  country  hXt 
into  the  Atlantfc.  Is  it  for  these  chimerical  eb* 
jects  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  to  be 
oppressed  and  bordened  with  taxes?  Are  these 
the  purposes  for  which  theyfbrmed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States?  No,  it  cannot  be  I 
Sir,  the  Constitational.  question  I  shall  not  dis? 
<^nss;  ft  is  a  sufficient  obgeotion  to  the  bill  for  me^ 
that  it  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  and  opnres- 
srve.  I  |im  not  pleased  with  the  maimer  in  woioh 
the  Coastitution  of  this  country  has  been  treated 
on  this  and  other  occasions  in  this  House-  One 
honorable  gentleman  soppoeca  he  could  make  the 
pro  vinous  of  this  bill  comport  with  the  Consti- 
tution, if  he  oovld  change  only  a  semicolon  into 
a  eomina.  Aaother)  less  coascientioiis,  would 
wish  to  change  a  word ;  and  a  fourth,  more  bold, 
a  whole  sentence;  in  which*  way  they  could 
make  it  mean  anything  or  nothing,  as  its  enemies 
now  pretend  it  does.  We  have  heard,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  a  gentleman  gravely/ inform  the 
Hoese,  that  the  troe  federative  prineiple— the 
vital  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  was  gone.  An* 
other  honorable  gaotleman  agreed  with  him  in 
opinion,  and  appeared  well  disposed  to  follow  its 
cors#,  as  he  eau»d  it,  to  its  long  home»  Sir,  I 
solemnly  caution  gentleiBcn  how  t^y  sneak  thus 
Iwhtly,  thus  irreverently  of  this  sacred  charter. 
Yes,  sir,  sacred  chatter,  notwithstanding  the  coa* 
tempt  with. which  some  tieat  it.  Let  them  re^* 
member  that,  from  talking  against  it^  the  tmnsU 
tim  is  but  small  to  acting  against  it.  When  the 
people  shall  adopt  soohiseBtiments,  and  lose  their 
reverence*  and  fittachment  lotbe  Constitution, 
we  may  tremble  4t  the  coasequence.  But  I  be- 
fieve  there  is  a  redeeming,  a  renovating  principle 
io  this  country,  which  shall  set  at  defiance  the 
assaiilu  of  the  enemies  of  the  Constitution ;  that 
redeeming  spirit  is  in  the  great  body  of  the  Anu^" 
ican  people;  We  have  lately  felt  iu  I  trust  we 
shall  al  waya  feel  it.  And  that  itwili  perpetuate 
theCoiistitntion,and  the  Republican  institutioiis 
of  our  eouatry. 

Mr.  Habbisom  advocated  the  bill)  and  Mr. 
H4Bmer  spoke  inr  opposition. 
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Afaoat  4  o'eloek.  tht  itfasie  not  bftvia^  domd^ 
a  moUiMi  w«8  raaae  to  adjooni,  and  carried. 


Friday,  Febroary  7. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Comaiitee  of  CleilBS) 
Miade  a  report  cm  ihe  petitioii  of  Park  Hoiiatidf 
which  was  read ;  wfaea  Mr.  Y.  repotted  a  biit  for 
the  relief  of  P4rk  Holland,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  eagraned  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ya»cbt  also  madb  a  repori  on  the  peftitioo 
olf  Qeorge  Bockmaster.  whieh  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Georp 
Bnckmasief,  which  was  read  twiee.aiid  coittaait^ 
tnd  to  the  CotamHtee  of  the  Whale  oo  the  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Oas€  and  Kiehand. 
.  Mr.  YAiroBT*  from  the  same  committee,  aim 
Bida  nnfaroraole  reports  en  the  petitions  of  Ar* 
ehilMdd  Mcilmn  aa^  of  Panl  Robiaaon*  The 
forner  report  waa  agreed  to ;  the  latter,  afiee  a 
good  deal  of  disenssioo  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
was  amandsdj  on  motion  of  Mr.  LvoH,  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  pethioo  ought  to  be  granted,  and 
then  committed  to  a  CamnStlsaof  tM  Whole. 

Mr*  LawmiBa,  fVom  the  Coaamittee  of  Wmf9 
end  Means,  repotted  a  bill  to  inereaae  the  com* 
pensation  of  certain  calleetors  of  the  enstoms; 
alae  a  bill  makiag  additioaai  af^ropriations  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  amy  and  militia  do- 
ling the  laie  war;  alto  a  bill  making  aopibpria* 
tiena  far  the  Mpport  of  the  Military  dataUtsh- 
mentforthe  feu  1817;  which  bills  were  twiee 
read  and  sevenlly  oomaaiued. 

Mr.  HooR  Nblboii^  ftom  the  Ckimmitteeon  the 
Jadloiary,  to  which  bad  been  recommitted  the 
bill  aathoriaiof  the  appointment  of  eircnit  jadges, 
reported  a  bill  for  tha  better  administration  of 
justice  in  the  Supreme  Oourt.  aad  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  circuit  judges ;  waioh  was  read  aad 
eommitted. 

Mr.  JoBifwmj  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Military 
Ooannltaee,  reporteda  bill  for  the  relief  of  oenaiii 
eficers  of  the  staff  of  Governor  Bdwardt^  of  the 
Uiinois  Teiritory;  whieh  was  twice  read  and 
eonwiitted. 

Mh  Lowif  oca,  frooa  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  repotted  tto  bili  from  the  Senate  foe 
the  tBOte. prompt  settiemeiit'  of  public  accouatfly 
with  sundry  ismendnieatB ;  which  were  read,  and, 
'with  the  billy  committed  to  a  Oonuniitea  of  the 
Whde  House. 

The  BpEAKLtL  laid  befom  the  Hooeo  the  annnal 
report  of  the  Coaamiseioiiers  of  tl^  Sinking  Fond, 
detailing  their  opetatleiM  suheeqaent  to  their  re- 
port of  the  7th  of  Fehniai y,  1816,  so  far  as  the 
lame  hare  been  ctnnpleted;  whiob  were  ordered 
tolieon  tbeuble. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Habr^  the  Secretary  of  War 
wae  iastnieted  to  report  to  thisfionse  theicaeone 
why  the  mihtia  fiaes  iufeurred  by  delinqaents, 
under  the  late  call  of  the  militia  into  the  serriee 
of  the  United;  Statee,  are  not  finally  eolleeted. 

A  Me^sge  was  received  yesterday  from  the 
Prestdeot  of  the  Untied  Statee,  loeommendiog  to 
Congress  that  proTision  bo  naado  by :larw  Ibrpay* 


manta  to  the  Biaia  of  Oeiagia,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  Miaeiesippi  stock  wwtch  ahall  be  palA 
into  the  Treisnrt,  nntil  the  otipulated  sum  oi 
^IMOfiOO  shall  be  ooni|ileted,  difie.;  whieh  wii 
referred  to  Meiers.  Hall,  TnoaiAa,  Witai^  Wil> 
Luiia,  and  ATHaafron. 

The  bill  from  the  Saaate,  entitled  ^An  act  di- 
leetiag  the  disehaige  of  L« win  Oionsced  ffum  im^ 
prisonment,''  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to* mono w. 
.  The  bill  from  the  Senate^  ewtitlcd  ''Aa  actpo- 
viding  ior  the  diWsion  of  oortaia  ^waiter  ssenem 
ia  fatore  sales  of  poblio  laaiftsy^  waa  read  the 
thiid  time  Ond  passed. 

Aa  eagfomed  bill,  eotitM  ^ Aa  act  sappleaMu- 
tary  to  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  eeoaeaaiag  the 
Naval  JBslahlishflMnV"  was  read  the  thivd  time, 
and  passed. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVBMBNT. 

The  Hoase  thea  resumed  the  ooasidesaiioo  of 
the  bill  to  set  apart  and  pledge  as  »  Aiad  for  ia- 
teraal  improvement,  the  bonus  and  Uaiied  Slates 
share  of  the  dividends  of  the.  National  Baah— 
Mr.  KiNO^e  motion  to  postpooe  the  bill 
nitely  being  still  under  coosidevatiatt. 

[In  the  laopssss  of  the  hill  vawsta 
were  proypted  to  the  fiisl  eoctioat  ami  eome  of  thsm 
adopted;  vdMa  Ms.  Piexaaiaa  aaavod  ta^bakooat  the 
whole  of  the  fiist  sselieB,  after  the  ^yrfr^  wovds, 
and  ofiered  a.substitaterwhich  waa  fiasliy  adopted. 
This  exprmupA  the  ol^eota  hr  which  dia  foads  aiving 
fiom  the  United  States  interest  in  the  If  atioaml  Bank 
shonld  be  pledged^  to  be,  <*  for  oonitnicting  roads  and 
cansli^  and  improving  the  nsTigation  of  water^oourra, 
in  Older  to  fedutste,  promote,  and  giTo  securi^  to  ia- 
temal  commerce  among  the  several  States  snd  to  ren- 
der more  easy  and  lew  ezpendve  the  means  and  pro- 
visions necesMry  for  their  conmiott  deAiioe.'*  And 
that  the  several  Statee  mi^t  eqosify  share  in  the  ad* 
vantages  to  be  derived  fiWD  aaeh  tn  approprfstfoo  of 
dwee  fnada,  i^vras  fteffaer  proposed  that  they  ehocdd 
be  applied  in  eaoh  filal»,  in  the  ntm  of  ita 
atioa  in  the  meat  numsmaa  braaoh  off  the 
liBgialatare,  iar  the  pmpomi  afwamid,  aad 

shoaU  by  Isiw  dimet. 

In  sappoitiiH|  these  amendflMats»  aad  abviatbig 
jeetion^  Mr.  rxcxsaxao  ^poke  sesaml  tiaasa  ia  tlaa 
oourM  of  the  diifinsMon ;  aad  the  Ibiiowiag  ia  a  sum- 
maiy  of  bis  obaecvations.] 

A  gealAeeaan  firooa  KeBOicky  (Mir.  Haamii) 
had  aaid  the  biU.'  as  aaiandarti  waa  daw^iehNn. 
Uf  said  Mf .  PtaKaais%:  phdnly  to  deaaiibe  the 
fimda  to:  be  ajiplied  ia>  ihie  eaae,  and  csiDplieitly  to 
state  the  ol)||eci8  oa  whieh  they  aiundd  be  ex* 
peaded)  wear  deoeptionai  then  the  gmuleeaim^ 
ehaege  was  juai. 

The  parts  of.  the  Coaetitutien  tei  which  Mr.  P. 
bad  more.thatt  aaee  had  oceasieB  to  Mfer,  as  the 
giannds  oa  which  hie  aupport  of  the  bill  remad, 
were  those  whieh  gave  to  Googiess  the  ptnmr 
*'  to  regulate  comaMree  with  fimeiga  isatioai^  aad 
among  the  several  Statee^"  aad  '*  to  psuwde  for 
the  cemmoa  defeoce."  The  Mgidaticm  ef  com-* 
meroe  with  toeign  natiod%  coaayreliends  all  the 
tneaeureaffequiaiieiteieecurettff the Uoeted  Simtee 
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their  due  share  in  its  benefits;  to  divert  its 
streams,  arisiogr  from  their  own  productions,  from 
foreign  cfaanoeis,  and  to  turn  them  into  their 
ot^n,  for  the  profit  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Thb  adrancage  would  be  immense,  in 
relation  to  the  vast  and  rapidly  increasidg  pro- 
ducts of  tba  Suites  bordering  on  the  Lakes  and 
their  water  commnnications;  which  products, 
without  good  roads  and  canals,  will  descend  the 
St.  Lawrence,  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  At- 
Ian-tic  States. 

As  incidents  to  the  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  aud  so  hr  as  it  takes  place  by  sea/among 
the  several  States,  in  the  coasting  trade,  light- 
boasea,  beacons,  and  piers,  have  been  erected,  be> 
cause  necessary  for  the  security  of  that  6om* 
merce.  Bot  this  necessitf  is  of  the  moral  kind — 
highly  nseful-^the  means  of  preserving  property 
and  lives,  and  nat  absolute,  or  one  without  which 
that  commerce  could  not  exist :  for  we.  know, 
said  he,  that  Aroeritsan  commerce,  coeval  with 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  was  Jong  carried 
on  without  Itght^houses,  beacons,  or  piers;  and 
even  so  late  as  the  commencement  of  our  Revo- 
loiion,  not  more  than  fonr  or  five  Iight-honses- 
are  recollected  to  have  been  erected.  Their  mul- 
tiplication, and  the  eonstrucnoo  cff  public  piers, 
are  the  work  of  the  Gfovernment  under  the  pres- 
ent Constitution ;  and  was  it  ever  said  or  thought 
by  any  one  that  these  acts  of  our  Government, 
from  the  beginning  of  VTASBXROTOit^  Adminis- 
tration to  this  dajT,  were  violations  of  the  Con- 
stitution 1  It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  the  last 
clause  but  one,  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article,  expressly  mentions  *^  the  erection  of  forts,. 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  need- 
ful buildines  f  bat,  whoever  will  examine  that 
clause,  wltf  perceive  that  it  does  not  give  Con- 
gress ao^  power  to  erect  those  works,  out  simply 
to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  the  places 
where  they  are  erected ;  such  place  having  been 
previously  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the 
Slates  in  which  the  same  shall  he.  The  power 
to  erect  such  works  and  buildings  is  no  where 
expressed  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  then  an  im- 
plied power,  whose  existence  is  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  itself.  But,  where  cain  it  be  found, 
unless  it  be  involved  in  the  express  powers  to 
regulate  commerce,  and  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence?  Witnout  navigation,  without  com- 
merce, by  sea,  we  should  need  no  light-houses, 
beacons,  or  piers. 

If  then,  it  was  Constitutional  to  erect  the 
works  which  have  been  mentioned,  to  give  facil- 
itVy  safety,  and  expedition  to  commerce  by  sea. 
will  any  one  deny  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Co o^ess  to  erect  similar  works  on  our  interior 
waters — on  the  great  Lakes  1  A  proposition  it 
DOW  on  our  ubies  to  erect  a  light-house  at  Presque 
Isle  on  Lake  Erie,  for  the  same  usefiHl  purj^se 
as  tke  light-houses  erected  on  the  seacoast.  iBut 
what  entitles  the  citizens  on  the  borders  of  the 
Lakes  to  peculiar  and  exclusive  advantages  in 
transporting  their  products  to  market  ?  Common 
water  transportation  is  cheap,  and  it  is  more  so 
virhen,  by  means  of  light-houses,  b«acons,  and 


piess,  it  is  expedited,  and  rtndered  more  saft. 
And  every  one  knows  how  much  cheaper  and 
safer;  and  more  expeditious^  is  land  transporta- 
tion over  good  roads  than  over  bad  ones.  Why 
then  should  the  inland  inhabitants  be  denied  ad- 
vantages which  none  hesitate  toffrant  to  the  bor- 
derers on  the  great  waters  ?  Commerce  is  the 
exchange  of  commodities,  and  is-  necessary  to  be 
carried  on  by  land,  as  well  as  by  water ;  and 
where  canals  shall  be  added  to  good  roads,  th^ 
facilities  and  cheapness  of  interior  commeroe 
among  the  several  States  will  be  proportionably 
increased. 

For  the  common  defence,  troops  and  all  (he 
munitions  of  war  are  provided.  Gk>od  roadsand 
canals  would  at  all  times  render  their  movements 
and  transportation  more  cheap,  expeditious,  and 
safe.  In  time  of  war,  these  accommodaiions 
would  be  of  the  utmost  moment.  It  has  been 
admitted  that  at  that  time  it  would  be  constitu- 
tionally right  to  make  good  roads  for  the  passage 
of  troops  and  the  transportation  of  artillery,  stores 
and  provisions;  because  most  materially  con- 
tributing to  the  necessary  means  of  defence.  Is 
it  not  then  equally  ri^t  and  proper  to  anticipate 
the  utility  and  necessity  of  suoh  works  as  good 
roads  and  canals,  in  time  of  peace,  when  alone 
it  is  practicable  to  make  them  ? 

Another  benefit  to  result  from  good  roads  may 
be  mentioned,  though  not  so  important  as  the 
last;  that  is,  the  greater  safety  and  expedition 
with  which  the  mail  would  be  carried  on  the 
great  lines  of  communication  through  all  the 
states. 

It  has  been  objected  that  the  distribution  of 
the  avails  of  the  proposed  fund  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  applied  iii  constructing  roads 
and  canals,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  with  the 
assent  of  the  several  States  shall  direct  would 
give  rise  to  long  and  injurious  contests.  But  if, 
instead  of  the  proposed  application  of  the  fund, 
the  whole  were  fell  at  the  sole  disposition  of 
Congress,  similar  contests  must  arise ;  from  the 
diversity  of  opinions  and  iiuerests  among  mem* 
bets,  whieh  will  never  fail  to  exist.  That  any 
State  will  withhold  its  assent,  and  thus  lose  the 
immense  advantages  of  such  improved  channela 
of  communication,  is  to  the  last  degree  improba- 
ble. Such  only,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  will  be 
projected  by  Consress,  as,  while  they  benefit  the 
whole  Union,  win  be  peculiarly  advantageous  to 
the  individual  States  through  which  they  shaH 
run*    When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded — 

The  deiMite  was  continued  on  the  expediency 
and  constitutionality  of  the  bill ;  in  which  Messrs. 
Sheffbt,  CalhjOUN,  Thos.  Wilson,  and  Yates, 
spoke  in  support,  and  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr* 
Kino,  in  opposition  to  the  bilL  Mr.  Ross  also, 
without  at  present  folly  advocating  the  biHv 
spoke  against  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mir.  Wright  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows; 
Sir:  I  hope  this  House  will  take  a  view  of  the 
present  situation  of  the  American  people,  from 
their  short  crops,  and  the  present  state  of  their 
taxes,  from  two  glorious  wars,  before  they  ^h- 
scribe  to  the  application  of  the  moneys  arising  to 
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th^  United  States  from  the  National  Bank,  jast 
now  established,  amounting,  for  the  bonus,  to  one 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  three 
equal  annual  payments,  and  to  their  share  of  the 
interest  arising  to  the  nation,  estimated  at  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year,  for 
twenty  years,  and  that,  too.  for  a  distant  obiect — 
the  making  roads  and  canals.  And.  sir,  altnough 
I  shall  readily  admit  the  great  aavantage  that 
will  be  derived  from  roads  and  canals,  to  the 
United  States,  in  facilitating  the  transportation  of 
the  productions,  the  property  and  persons  of  the 
agriculturist,  the  merchant,  and  the  manufacturer, 
yet  I  cannot,  at  this  time,  consent  to  pledge  tlie 
faith  of  this  nation  to  the  application  of  this  bo- 
nus, and  the  interest  arising  for  twenty  years 
from  this  bank,  when  I  know  that  it  must  lead 
this  House  to  tne  further  Tiolation  of  their  faith, 
pledged  to  the  American  people  in  the  numerous 
tax  bills  passed  during  the  war,  and  to  secure  its 
prosecution ;  by  which  it  was  expressly  enacted, 
"  that  the  taxes  should  continue  for  and  during 
the  war.  and  to  the  end  of  one  vear  thereafter, 
and  no  longer."  Thus,  sir,  we  pledged  our  con- 
stituents to  the  Qovernment,  that  these  taxes 
should  continue  for  and  during  the  war,  and  to 
the  end  of  one  year  thereafter ;  and  in  the  same 
acts  we  pledged  ourselves,  as  a  Congress,  to  our 
constituents,  that  those  taxes  should  continue  no 
longer  than  to  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  This  double  pledge  to  the 
Goyernment  and  to  the  people,  had  the  double 
object  of  securing  the  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment  in  the  necessarv  permaneoce  of  the  taxes 
for  the  prosecution  oi  the  war  to  its  conclusion, 
and,  by  its  continuance  one  year  thereafter,  to 
cover  all  contingent  expenses,  and  of  assuring 
the  people  that  these  taxes  should  continue  no 
longer  than  to  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  You  will  all  do  me  the 
justice  to  admit  mv  zeal  for  the  fulfilment  of  this 
pledge  to  the  people  at  the  last  session,  and  the 
ardent  manner  that  I  have  pressed  it  upon  this 
House,  **  that  an  individual  thus  pledging  him- 
self, and  thus  violating  his  faith,  would  stand  a 
living  monument  of  his  own  disgrace ;"  and  that 
I  could  not  discriminate  between  an  Individual 
and  this  House.  Sir,  if  this  House  could  shield 
itself  from  the  violation  of  its  faith  by  the  hon- 
est necessity  of  the  case,  it  could  no  longer  use 
that  shield  than  that  necessity  existed.  And  will 
any  man  say  that  this  bonus,  and  that  tb«  inter- 
est of  this  tonk  could  not  as  well  be  applied  to 
the  relieving  of  the  pjeople  from  so  much  of  their 
taxes  as  would  be  paid  by  the  application  of  this 
bonus  and  the  interest  of  this  bank,  arising  to  the 
United  States,  contemplated,  by  this  bilH  to  be 
applied  to  the  roads  and  canals,  and  thus  far  heal 
the  violated  faith  of  this  House  to  the  American 
people  ?  Sir,  the  violation  of  the  faith  of  the 
nation  to  the  people,  by  not  relieving  them  as 
soon  as  possible  from  these  taxes,  wiU  inflict  a 
wound  on  the  honor  of  the  National  Lesislature 
ihat  will  not  easily  be  healed,  and  may  lead,  by 
the  precedent  it  sets,  to  the  repeal  of  the  very  law 
now  Contemplated  to  be  passed,  to  transfer  the 


nation's  right  to  the  bonus,  and  Its  share  of  the 
interest  arising  from  the  iNational  Bank.  Be- 
sides, sir,  would  it  be  decent  for  this  Congress  to 
dispose  of  the  bonus,  none  of  which  is  pejrable  ia 
their  time,  and  of  the  interest  of  this  bank  fete 
twenty  years  to  come,  when  the  people  have 
given  them  a  brocui  Atn/ that  they  hmd  lost  their 
confidence  it  beine  conjectured  that  not  more 
than  one-fourth  of  this  Congress  will  have  a  seat 
in  the  next?  Indeed,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  as  the 
Legislative  political  last  will  and  testameat  of 
the  House  upon  their  death  bed,  laboriac  nader 
a  paroxysm  of  the  disease  that  brought  them  to 
their  end.  For  you  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that 
nothing  so  iniured  the  political  standing  of  this 
House  with  tbe  American  people,  as  their  refos- 
ing  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  had  given,  that  the 
taxes  should  continue  '*  no  longer^  than  to  the 
end  of  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 
Sir,  I  have  been  fre<}uenthr  hailed  by  my  con- 
stituents as  the  guardian  ot  their  xi^hts.  tot  my 
conduct  in  this  respect,  and  my  soheitade  co  re- 
lieve them  from  their  taxes  at  the  close  of  an  ex- 
pensive, though  a  short  and  glorious  war,  agree- 
ably to  this  pledge.  This  act  will  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  people,  and  our  successors  will  not 
be  pleased  with  our  undertaking  to  dispose  of  the 
bonus  and  the  interest  of  the  bank  for  tirenty 
years,  no  part  of  which  will  be  applicable  to  mny 
legislative  purpose  during  the  time  of  the  Foar- 
teenth  Conj^ress.  Sir,  I  have  thus  shown  you 
my  impressions  of  the  inexpediency  of  the  ampli- 
cation of  this  fund  to  these  objects,  at  this  time, 
when  it  must  further  protract  the  relief  from  the 
taxes,  which  in  good  faith  ought  to  have  been 
discontinued  at  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  war. 
But.  sir,!  am  opposed  to  this  House's  application 
of  tnis  sum  to  such  purposes,  as  I  conceive  thej 
are  not  authorized  by  toe  Cooscitutioa  to  apply 
them-^they  have  no  right  to  cut  roads ;  this  is 
left  with  the  Sutes.  Bat  if  the  money  proposed 
to  be  applied  to  those  objects,  could  be  conre- 
niently  spared,  and  without  violating  ihe  faith  of 
the  nation,  or  violatins  the  Constitoiion,  I  should 
be  opposed  to  this  bilL  by  which,  Congress  shall 
have  the  power  to  apply  such  a  sum  to  roads  and 
canals,  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  We  know  the 
small  States  have  little  inflaence  on  this  floor, 
and  I  am  sure  the  State  that  honors  me  with  a 
seat  here  will  get  but  little  benefit  from  it ;  bat 
sir,  if  the  bill  secured  us  in  a  just  distributive 
sha^e,  I  ask,  would  it  be  just  that  the  old  States, 
who  have  on  their  own  account  expended  count- 
less millions  on  their  public  roads,  and  already 
have  all  they  want,  should  now  be  taxed  to  cot 
roads  in  the  new  States,  who  have  scarcely  anf 
roads?  Can  it  be  right  thus  to  apply  a  commoa 
fund,  when  the  new  States  only  will  De  benefitfed 
by  it?  Besides,  in  the  new  States,  road  foods 
have  already  been  supplied,  by  the  applieacioa  of 
a  certain  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  lands  m  the  said  States.  But  we  are  told  of 
the  benefit  to  Maryland,  from  the  cross-cat  canal 
between  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays- 
hut  suppose  Maryland  had  her  share  of  this  fund 
applied  to  that  object,  it  would  yield  for  thebosas 
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twenty-five  tbeimad  4ollw8«  feet  liar  tkiree'yiBrs 
and  tbe  wm  td  iliiriy  thouMnd  doUan  jier  ye«r 
for  twenty  yetrs,  asd  to  Deliwate  twa^-atatbs  of 
that  80m.  Sir,  ibis  would  be  «aeb  a  pittance  in 
the  completion  of  so  all-important  a  work,  and  so 
slow  in  Its  products,  that  it  would  bave  a  delete- 
rious if  not  a  paralytic  effect  upon  this  great  ob- 
ject, and  never  cen  be  respectea  as  promoting  it. 
jDut  we  cannot  suffer  ourselves  to  be  deceived  by 
those  suggestions,  while  we  seeoUeet  the  case  of 
that  canal,  and  conduct  of  this  House  upon  the 
occasion — a  case  that  came  before  us  unider  the 
most  imposing  circumstances.    A  private  com- 

Sany  had  commenced  the  canal,  ana  from  a  con- 
dence  in  its  ptaoticabtlilv,  and  vast  utiiitv,  bad 
proceeded  to  demarcate  the  route,  and  bad  pur- 
e  based  the  property,  and  bad  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  work;  but  finding  the  expense 
would  exceed  the  means^  the  private  adventurers 
that  bad  embarked  in  iLfrom  its  great  consequence 
to  the  agrieultnial  ana  aommaffcial  interest,  and 
ils  coaseqnent  profit  to  the  stockholders,  applied 
to  the  Leghlatnves  of  Peonsylvania^  Marviaad, 
and  Delaware,  who  all  sabeeribed  libesally  for 
the  ■toek,  but,  iram  a  deficiency  still,  they  ap* 
plied  to  Congress  also  to  take  a  certain  poition 
of  the  stock  so  as  to  enable  them  to  eompkte  the 
work,  and  a  bill  passed  the  Senate  for  that  pur- 
pose, where  Maryland  and  Delaware  were  ecmally 
represented,  but  it  was  defeated  in  this  House 
by  the  opposition  of  a  gentleman  from  the  then 
largest  State,  who  spoke  with  a  score  of  tongues'; 
which  vote,  had  the  yeas  and  nays  been  taken, 
would  have  shown  how  little  respect  was  paid  to 
the  advice  of  our  WASBiNQTOM,against  geographi- 
cal distinctions,  there  being  scarcely  a  vote  for  it 
to  (be  southvaitl  and  westward  of  the  Potomac. 
And,  aiTj  1  regret  that  our  legislative  proceedings 
do  not  wear  a  better  aspect,  but  rather  a  more 
Southern  and  Western  ascension,  and  a  more 
Northern  and  Eastern  deeleosion.    Sir,  we  have 
been  told  by  the  highest  aalhority,  that  our  Con- 
siitutioD  was  a  meaeura  of  comprMnise,  and  every 
daay's  experience  ]>roves  that  ^ur  legislation  is  in 
the  spirit  of  that  instrnmeBt,  and  the  legislative 
acts  the  legitimate  branches  of  that  stock.    Sir, 
the  nmonnt  of  the  sum  to  the  respedtive  States,  if 
distributed  in  the  ratio  of  their  representation, 
woald  be  but  a  bagatelle  to  effect  the  important 
object  of  canals,  and  could  not  be  felt  in  their 
completion.    Sir,  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
CaanI,  which  is  so  important  to  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  Union,  and  had  been  so 
far  progressed  in^  I  bad  fondly  hoped,  would  at 
this  session  of  Congress  have  received  the  foster- 
ing hand  of  Qoveroment;  but  this  bill  has  de- 
fenced  that  hope,  and  placed  this  oanal  far  in  the 
back  ground.    And,  sir,  althouflb  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland^  and  Delaware,  by  the  Constitutional 
compromise,  bave  given  up  so  much  to  the  Union, 
by  the  impost  and  tonnage  arising  in  their  ports, 

tieldiog  so  great  a  portion  of  the  revenue  to  the 
faited  States;  and  although  they  are  so  deeply 
interested  in  this  canal,  which  has  been  so  lib- 
erally patronized  by  the  citizens  of  these  States, 
andhy  their  respeaUl«l^>«Utor^Br*ftad|ltboi«h 


4he  ciliseoa  of  thete  Slates  will  pay  so  great  a  pot^ 
tion  of  the  bonus,  being  so  largely  stockholders,  an  A 
so  ^eat  a  portion  of  the  interest  of  this  banc  by 
theu  extensive  commercial  use  of  it — yet  the 
funds  of  this  bank  are  to  be  dilapidated  on  roads, 
which  thev  already  have ;  that  I  fear  as  to  that  im^ 

Krtant  object  to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
aryland,  lind  Delaware,  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal,  notwithstanding  their  liberal 
contribution  to  its  stock,  and  iheir  soticitode  frem 
its  utility,  that  their  hopes  for  its  completion  wiH 
be  lost  in  expectation  and  buried  in  disappoint- 
ment. 

The  ^uestibn  was  (about  4  o'clock)  takei^  on 
postponing  the  bill  indefinitely— tantamount  to 
a  rejectioD-- and  deoided  in  the  negative — yeas 
74,  nays  86^  as  follows : 

Tiis-^Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Athertdn,  Barbour^ 
Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbniy,  Brown, 
Btysn,  Buwell,  Champion,  Gillsy,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Cook,  Cooper,  Crawlbrd,  Daven- 
port, Dedia,  Bickene,  Bdwards,  Forney,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hooks, 
Hnagerford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King,  Lang^ 
don.  Law,  Lyon,.  William  Maclaj,  Mason,  McCoy, 
McLean,  MiUer,  Mills,  Hugh  ludson,  Thomas  K. 
Nelson,  Noyes,  Parns,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed, 
Rice,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ruggles,  8miUi  of  Mtzy» 
land.  Southard,  Stearns,  Strone,  Storges,  Taggart, 
TaUmadge,  Tanl,  Tyler,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

Nats-— Messrs,  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Betts^  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge, 
Brooks,  Cadj,  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Chappell,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Creigbton,  Crodi- 
eron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Fletcher,  Forsyth,  Gaston^ 
Gold,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hail,  Hammond,  Hai^ 
rison,  Heister,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irring  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  Kilboum,  Lewis.  Little.  Love,  LoTstt, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  WllHam  P.  Maday,  Marsh, 
McKee,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Muriree,  J.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Powell,  Randolph,  Rossr  Savage,  6cfaendE» 
a^irp,  ShefiBy,  Smith  of  Pemiiyl?ania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tayk>r  of  New  York,  Taykr  of  South  Caroliaa, 
TeUsir,  Thomas,  Townsend,  WaOace,  Wendow, 
Whiteside,  Wilde,  WUkin,  Willonghby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son,  William  Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  CALBoim*9 
mutioa  to  amend  Mr.  Ptosxaiao's  ameadment, 
by  suiking  therefrom  the  words  ^*  with  the  oon^ 
sent  of  the  State,"  and  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pickering's  amendment  wa$  then  agreed 
to  without  a  division.   , 

Mr.  K1LB09BN  moved  farther  to  amend  die 
bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  t  .  ., 

Sse.  6.  And  be  ii  Jmiher  enaeted,  That  When  ii 
shall  be  the  wkh  of  any  State  that  a  part  of  its  shaie 
in  the  funds  set  apiart  and  appropriated  fay  this  acl^ 
shall  be  ^piied  to  the  parpoees  intended  bf  this  ae^ 
widiin  the  limits  of  any  other  State  or  States,  and 
shall  manifest  the  same  to  Congress  by  a  leaolutiear 
of  the  LeguiUUire  thereof  it  may  and  shall  be  lawftd 
for  Congress  to  provide  for  and  direct  the  sipplica^n 
of  such  sum,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think 
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IiMioii,  and  HOD*  oHmv. 

This  oMKion  wts  objecio^  to  by  Mr.  CiLaouir, 
«ii]r  bee««se  h«  believed  die  bill  alreid^  emi- 
tAiaed.  bf  s  frtr  BonstroetioD,  the  fwwer  propoied 
bf  tbe  emendmeiit. 

The  noiioo  was  awgMired  withoot «  dltrisioa, 
and  aAtfr  bariag  pnvimuij  rejected  sevetal  mo- 
tioaB  to  adjovn,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea* 
MMBcd  for  a  third  reading ;  aad  tbe  Houm  ad* 
jiEmroed. 


Saturdat,  February  8> 

Mr*  Nbwtoii,  from  the  Coaiiiittftee  of  Gom» 
Qiecce  and  Maniifacturea,  to  which  was  refierred 
the  petition  of  Henry  Lee»  Made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  N.  re|iorted  n  bill  for 
the  rolief  of  the  md  Henry  Xiee ;  whioh  wao  M«rf 
twioe,  and  oomaitiod  lo  a  CemoHiioe  of  tht 
Whole. 

Mr*  LoiwaoM,  from  the  CooMaittee  «f  Wmfn 
nad  Meana,  tsMrted  a  hiij,  atuhoniing  t^.Bee«> 
aointy  <^  the  Treasnry  to  «a«ee  aaymeBt  to  4m 
naie  4>f  certaia  alien  dmiosj  .wnioh  wne  read 
twiee,  awl  eoein^tted  to  the  Comaeittee  of  rhe 
Wlioloi  on  the  biH  to  aiuhoriae  the  Secretary  of 
itle  Treasury  to  remit  certain  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chappell,  the  Committee 
«n  Pensions  and  Revotuiiooary  Chiims,  were  in- 
vtrntted'to  inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  altering 
the  present  mode  of  paying  invalid  pensions,  so 
Air  as  ft  regards  those  pensions  which  liBTe  not 
^aen  demanded  within  a  reasonable  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JobxiaoN,  of  Kentucky,  the 
C/Ommtttee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
Becreiary  of  State  lo  publish  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates,  in  any  number  of  papers  he  may  deem 
proper,  not  exceeding  six  in  each  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GpLaaao«on4Mi,  the  Coco* 
miitceof  Ways  and  Means  ween  inatraoted  to 
iiiQtfica  inta  the  ex|iedieney  of  modifying  the  law 
yaesed  on  the  15ik  day  of  I>e«embor«  ISH^  «iHf« 
Ued  "An  aat  to  prondeaddiiional  ratpenoes  far 
dairafiiag  tkm  eficpeasea  of  Oovomment  and(nuiii<- 
Hiniag  the  paMm  credit,  by  dutiasoo  carriages 
and  ifca  hamassaasd  therefor,'*  so  as  to  prmde 
for  the  annaal  vaioatimi  of  eaerteges  Kable  to  «be 
"4itty  or  tax  impoaed  by  iJm  said  law. 

Mr.  Atwirton  submitted  thefollowing  resoln* 
tioa,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

JUmhed,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  an  ad- 
dition to  the  standing  rules  of  the  House : 

it  idfeaH  be  the  duty  of  the  Commlttseon  PMic  Bx- 
penditares  to  oxamtne  whether  any  offlees,  under  the 
iawa  of  theUnitod  eiate%  l»¥0  booomemaleoi  or  an- 
aoeaomjt  anda>Ye|Mit  ftom  tkae  to  tfaaa  oathoaqw* 
diaaoy  of  modi^a  «  abottdiiag  the  eaan;  iJm  ta 
aaasMBs  into  the  pay  and  eiaolaaienta  o€  aM  afisoia 
aader  the  laws  of  the  Uaited  Statei,  andie mport 
froas  tnae  to  time  sack  a  redaetaaa  or  inenaaa  thenof 
oaa  just  economy  aad  the  paMfarasnriea  an^  mfA%. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 


ofta 


JTiaifcud,  Vhmtfhe OaOiwIHae  ^ Wmym 
WimiraetBd  to  report  a  Mil  ao  vspeal  aa 
ads  now  aaibreo  arkya  duty  on  aak. 

The  question  was  taVen,  Will  the  Hoose  nov 
consider  this  resolutron  t  and  it  was  desermfoed 
in  the  neaative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  di- 
rectiog  the  discharge  of  Olirer  (^msted  fnna  im- 
prisonment." was  read  the  third  time  and  parsed. 

An  engrossed  biit,  entided  ^'An  act  far  the  re- 
Kef  of  Park  Holland,*  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

PSmriON  OF  KOAH  IfflULSK. 

Mr.  PaBRi%  from  the  aaaaiaiiaee  ap^iafed  aa 
the  petision  of  Noah  Miller,  naade  a  report,  whiek 
was  toad ;  whea  Mr.  P.  repariad  a  bfll  §ot  the 
talief  of  tlie  said  Koah  Mittar,  whieli  wasnad 
twice  and  cooimittcd  to  a  'Conamiciaa  af  the 
Whab.    Tke  report  as  as  folioan : 

That,  oa  the  IMi  of  April,  ItU^  the  petitibaw 
was  iayotar  of  the  poi*  of  Peaobacot,ia  chegtore  of 
Maasooiaaetai;  that,aaaieBaai  tlUiarAftil»ia  tka 
wrmliea  irf  ^hr  ^rfh'  ^  h^  ■? if  iffinn.lfa  pnritieam 
oaisad  a  quMility  af  baal  beloaaing  Is  oaa  Daaial 
Whittisr,  who  waa  ia  the  ad  of  oom^iag  ^a  same 
ia  a  boat  to  Ceetane,  thoa  invaatod  fey  •  Bnti^  ieet 
and  army  in  hoatiii^  to  the  United  Stales;  aad  tiMU 
in  eooaequeace  of  auch  aeiaare,  the  potitioBer  a»- 
ceived  from  said  Whittier  a  eevcre  Wooad  in  hia  right 
hand  by  a  laige  knife,  aimed  at  his  hody»  by  raaaon 
of  whidi  wound  the  petitioner  has  loot  the  aaa  of  aaid 
hand  ;  that  Whittier  haa  been  eooTictedofthe  dfenca 
before  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  the  State  of  Mw- 
aachuaetts,  and  puniahed  by  impriaoaoient ;  but  ia 
oonaeqnenoe  of  hia  porerty  was,  by  order  of  coart,  dis- 
charged ftom  prison,  in  which,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  Ibr  much  he  waa  aenleneed,  he  had  been  de- 
tained several  mon^  ht  the  pe/aMoC  of  4w  ooote  of 
pfoeecution. 

The  orideace  addaosd  ta  ihe  eoasmiiaae  piasao  thm  t 
the  pelitioiHr  diachaifad  the  datiea  efthaoilea  of  m- 
apaetor  at  aiimeofgrealhaaaid*  whan  H  waadLflhealt 
te  oblaia  any  oS^r  poena  la  ealer  apoa  ikem^  that 
ha  waa  iaithlal  aad  penavenaa*  •^ma  at  the  liak  af 
hie  penonaleaiety  i  aad  ia  oaaeaqaenoa  af  hie  aetin- 
ty^as  appeals  hj  a  oertifieate  fiom  the  eoUeeler,  tha 
amu|gliag  of  proviaioaa  to  the  relief  of  Che  ooemy  at 
Gaalme  waa  interrupted. 

The  committee,  belioTing  that  thoae  peraana  who 
are  unfbrtnnately  diaablad  in  enforcing  the  rerenaa 
lawa  ara  entitled  to  relief  equall|  with  thoae  who  era 
diaabled  in  the  military  serrice,  and  that  aound  poli^ 
reqnirea  that  eteij  reasonable  hidncement  ahanJd  be 
oflnred  to  insure  a  faithfitl  execntion  of  thow  laws, 
haTO  reported  a  bill  Air  the  relief  of  the  politioBer. 


lEPORT  ON  fiOAM  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  TaoMAa  WtLaoa,  from  thenoaMaitiee  ap- 
paiaced  on  that  part  of  the  Proaideac'a  MesMS 
lahieh  relaute  to  the  aubjcet  af  reads  and  eaasfcj 
awda  a  detailed  report ;  whteh  waa  coaaflucierf  (o 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,    it  ia  aa  fallows; 

The  committee  te  whom  wea  reftmd,  an  lbs  4ih  of 
Deeeniber1eat,aem«ehoflhe  Masiiaga  of  thi  iVee- 
ideat  of  the  Vnited  Saatee,  aa  nlataa  ta  laads  and 
caaals,  report,  ia  partr 
That,  apott  maiaia  dsllhiilieB,  tha  ftoOily  ef 
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;t)f  Ihi  IftuM  9mm  ana  iti  Tui litiMii  k  ^i 
4  by  tte  inwitH^  ••  ife^ppwv  to^wlbMi 
ijr  fonv  cttMfeiHiM  tfftelk  faiMidbM  of  fliA  Nttioaai 
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«f  4bo  ««liM«  m  vstt  is  idoiMii 
M  10  ihMo  of  «ak»  md  obo 
and  intiijiitf.of  Am  SoiMililMiii 


Tli«ttli«iMerl«r  wftlaM  of  Ae  United  StotOtf,  eo* 
ateoiifvo  wilh  Jt^fBoHoiy,  fttroiik  fM  vnfl*  «i^  tho 
»nly  eflbctoal  meoiw  of  rach  &cUitj.  WMM«t  iaload 
Mivi0Btifl»  Ml  imeaor  (rojMMNOvin  «  Uubsb  yortioQ  of 
to  «Moi  niiWiti>or  wtkto^  «o»I4  to  not  mwolf  «o»* 
nniont,  tol  wto%  toyfoctiariblm  totirwiPopctioM  lo? 
wito  hm>  '••A  otei*  Tto«e  wtodi  woio  4«tiilil« 
aiH^  nmii^-iO'S  nmi  wtovo  ttoot  wm  9knu4$ngm  il 
9pM  to  of  Mto  "votoo-  to  ottdi  i^  MAm  of  ntt  tto 
ioli  tounliff  of  .nomm  diitiitolod  iviiir  omi  ohmmM 
to«iiitiyt  ovor  t^iaip  ja^  itoir  iMloni'  «id  mm  mitk 
m^  vofied  <o)it^.iiiimoto«,  mA  pftMnilik  •  Mon^  for- 
109  only  iNMld  to  ovimpriMod  to  llio  MMptoMooMl 
MofiMTt  of  ^iffitood  nin.  Jn«KliMiW«f  (ton* «» atoMo 
otomi  vwloio  «hiolii  ov^n  in  itoii  nntunl  aloli^  o^ 
M  0  fociUtv  of  litni^^ttrutm  of  ito  iBMoomwi  of  lUo 
p)4^  oofQitor  known,  moono  conki  oiltol*  Bnt»  al- 
famtfh  ttooo  vsiono  me  4kno  OMOsliollv  mnntolo  ond 
int«MivoijF  ntflni  in  itok  ntitinil  aloiot  itoin  imfnir 
ifio  wfnld  to  InfiniWiy  inomned  ky  imiwoving  and 
mitwME  ttoif  yjtonnffhi 

Tto'gjRBai  |Qpq«ni|>lii«ilfBOMiro«  of  our  ooooHy  oao 
u  f  Eoo^  oMini^if  loirttiarv  no4  ««noi|y  of  Mil,  oliMti^ 
ind  f  FodMielion,  mduoh  domnnitinle  tto  Mrinrtty  on 
to  one  tornU  nnd  the  nnrntoff*  poiitiono,  4tfni  logni 
ode  of  ilo  toy%  l«too>  nnd  livaifi  nrbiob  topflliyt  on 
to  oibor  tond,  dopnootrMe  th0  i/nr^tiMkii  of  on 
ntornol  nang^iifiA  tfcioogtot  nH  Ho 


8o  iDOfoffioovt  and  admirably  anmtt|ped  are  tboae 
vMOri,  ttot  tfra  great  cftofiaeh  are  nearly'  eomi^letad 
ly  nattlre  tto  utolo  way  totweon  fto  oytmana  of  the 
mMon — tto  fmef&ming^iKtomt^  Hi  ooniro  three  thotta«> 
lod  mllea«  the-ottor,  onr  iai  mar|Sn,  two  ItoOMnd  milea. 
Urfo  and  nniiiMoae  riFrera,  comnMinfoatinf  with  each 
Miei  Awn  'a  cewitfon  tntennediato  aenrce,  wm  nafn- 
111  caaaln  from'  Ito  one  to  tto  other,  intemiptad  only 
^  Iba  main  'rid^  of  movnteine  Upom  wMdi  th^v  db- 
ntad  to  af>^Mil»  direetiane,  and  Ofor  wliieh  arttdeial 
roadi-of'tto  toet  ounatinttion  are  known  to  to  pmali 
nbla,  eo  at  to  nnHo  with  Ito  jmorite  narigattoaa 
oilhin  diaiifeOBa  i^af]f  ing  front  Any  to  one  hundred 
nftlae»  f  h«i  4to  «rcat  oham  oilled  tto  ApfMhuAfaia 
noowtalni^  wtikh  onoe  waa  coneidertfl  aa  an  iianaaaa* 
Ai  baarter  aad  panldenheiween  ttoeaatem  and  w«8t« 
om  iateraata,  may  in  ^Itot  be  leaioted ;  or,  rattor,  ft 
nay  to  aMdeeflMtnally  to  aaaiatthM  intereoarM  wfckh 
tt  hna  aoemad  peimaneatly  1o  tnterrapt  The  large 
nd  nuBHiOua  rnw  and  Moi  eommnnieating'  with 
ttogveal  central  ohannel  en  Itie  North  and  Weal,  to^ 
gettov  wMh  thoae  alrtady  nolieed,  whidi  cut  oppoeite 
ddeo  of  tto  ttonntaiQi,  trvrene  tto  whole  continent, 
oiiidnating  nlHta  wateia,  ae  ttoy  eeem  deetined  in  fa- 
Uire  to  conTcy  ite  innomeraMo  prodnctfena  into  two 
S«tai  etonnoia  which  nnito  with  tto  na^vible  waters 
of  tto  AtbintiD  oooon'at  ttoir.two  antnanwa,  and  one 
of  tham  at  nnmoiona  antannediatli  pomta,  iwniin«  in 
|to  wboio  were  thanian  ihonaandmtilaa  of  inland  na«- 
ication,  tbo  fm  nae  of  which  aeqnivai  only  the  {iBr*> 
<^toia  ttk  rmodarala  pnaa  to  lahoi. 


of  tWa  nljafft  tolto  OBtoH  «tdtai 
aa  a  community  ia  so  oTident,  that  to  aaeartato  jtantlni 
tieafailityi  weald  aeam  anflciontfy  to^Moommand  tt  to 
thoaMattoi  of  tto  Mnttoiai  QunuiMiuoM.  Ttohaat 
enidMoa  of  ila  paaotinahility  ia  that  nIfMdy  nddnoai^ 
tto  poationa  and  magnitmlo  of  tto  antMbr  wi 


•vidanca  of  wha^  cannot  to  qpaatbnad;  hot  it 

ha  proper,  in  ooiiabuiation,  abo  topatiaa  that  reauUinf 

fimn  aa  dtoiol  dooomeaiof  high  anthoaitf. 

It  w3l  to  recoUeeted  that,  hi  Apri!,  1608,  an  atabn- 
rale  report,  preparsd  in  obedience  to  a  reaolntion  of  (ha 
0ena«e  nf  the  preeeding  year,  was  made  by  the  <ton 
Seerataiy  of  the  Treacor^,  in  whitti  were  embraead  all 
the  outlme^  together  with  much  detail  of  a  general 
ayatem  of  national  bnptpvement.  The  anid  of  $M^- 
000,€60  waa  deemed  aixISblent  to  effect  ^e  worlts  no« 
oeaaaty  i6  conftr  on  the  people  of  eveiy  foction  of  tto 
Unitod  Sutea  ali  tfw  aoYantagea  of  good  mads  and 
eanah,  of  which  the  oonntry  it  snsoAitible.  The  an- 
nmd  application  af  $tfi0%fi09  wooM  e£RN:t  this  great 
object  m  ten  yean,  and  which  (it  was  added)  coald  to 
convenivntly  anppfiod  ^m  the  existing  revanoea  of 
tto  United  States,  leaving  a  sufieient  anrptus,  in  ad- 
idition  to  the  sum  required  lot  tto  permanent  Faaoa 
Batabliahmcht  and  n&onal  difit,  in  the  same  period 
of  ten  yearn,  h>  arm  every  man  in  tto  United  Btafeaa, 
to  erect  aa  many  foitidcationa  and  batteries  as  could  to 
manned,  and,  if  ttougfat  oKgiUe,  to  bnild  a  navy*  Tto 
anbjeet  waa  treated  in  that  report  as  one  of  primary 
national  hnportnnce^  conducive  to  tiio  general  weUara, 
in  enhanehig  tto  aalnoof  lands^  promoting^  neeftd  oem* 
msaoB,  hindinf  tto  Vnian  lagather  by  a  couMiunity  of 
hitaraela,  and  nsastituHny  an  h^potfant  braaeh  of  tto 
pnhUadoltoeOk  Thiaoftaiai  report  of  1«M  atlinetad 
aanch  attention,  and  tto  anbtoet^aaalter  of  it  haa  ap* 
paartid  aa  roceivetto  decided  appaubatian  of  tto  eitiaana 
of  tto  United  Staiaa  aanr  ainee.  The  eseentidn  of  Ihis 


plan  wonM  probably  totvn  beeaoommenoad  longbalbM 
ihiB>linio,  hadaol  oatraosdinafy  dilBnalrtaahi  oar  Ateign 
RBlationa,«nd  aaaaaqniiat  war  with  €tonat  Britain,  in^ 
tactraned.  Bincntho  tavminatian  of  tto  war,1to  no- 
eaaniyattantioaol  ttoOavomment  to  other  otjoota 
anfciantiy  aopouias  fbr  tto  oontimiod  anapension  of 
tto  piaa  of  jmpsnyamant  reeoannonded  at  that  thno. 
Bntaheos  spaass  of  anspanaion  having  now  eeaaed.  U 
nab^  to  oxpaotad  again  to  attmet  a  dna 
ofihofublioattanHan.     . 

A  state  oftranquillity  haa  been  haj^ITy  reatomd  under 
circumstancea  favoring  Ita  conti nuance  for  many  years. 
The  pnrauita  of  peace  in  the  United  Statca  have  been 
resumed  with  renovated  vigor.  Great  political  changes 
in  Europe  have  affected,  and  may  continue  materially 
to  aifiKt,  ear  feraigu  oenunesee.  Tto  eiperlence  of 
tto  lata  war  haa  served  to  develop  tto  importance  of 
inlaraal  iranapoitalian  ;  and  tto  leeonroai  oTlto  Uai« 
tad  Stataamnaadn^btedly  mora  ampla  tiumlheywem 
in  lAQBu  A*  thai  tinw  the  average  nnnusi  fevenao 
ana  aboot  m^MOJMIO*  At  this  *ne»  fiom  ^Farinas 
cana0,dt  as  tocroaaad  to  «n  vsarage  of  %n^mB^(m^ 
Theaa  dimunataneae  eeem  peeufiaily  to  reeamnMiid 
at!  this  tina  snah.  a  syalam  of  general  taapasvement  ai 
wnald  aaoalsaate.lho  adtaaseaisBt  and  aaeate  penaa* 
nanHy  tto  intsiaal  caaMnerao-af  tto  United  Btatan' 
Two  Impoirtant  ooaaiderationa  paiticniaaly  recomoMad 
ttoaatfaot  atf  intsroanarigntian  t»  the  early  nltentiea 
of  fiovoianiont— tto  rivalship'Of  a  Ibraign  «tate  in  tto 
teada  aad  eoauaasae  of  our  inlarier  ^aasauiieins^  and 
<to  liao^  ialipiat  a? incml  in  vaitoaa  parte  of  tto  UnH 
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I«d  BtitM  in  tbe  impiavraMlit  of  «v  fiieililiAi  of 
iAlwcoaiM. 

That  porlioD  of  ovr  torriloiy  bmrderinf  upoa  Laka 
Clitmpltiii»  Um  8t  Lawmice,  »lid  gnat  kkM»  and  to 
which  Umm  watort  ave  th«  natural  outkU,  ii  aodar* 
aUlj  eitimated  at  ust j  milliona  of  aeiaa.  Much  of 
llns  ia  almady  pofNiloaa,  and  tlw  raniainder  ia  beoom- 
kig  flo  with  iiiiininBg  ra|)iditjr.  Until  othar  niatea 
ihall  ba  gMtlj  improvadt  ail  tha  pvodnctioaa'Of  thit 
eztensiTe  diatrict  anat  ba  dimwn  ta  tha  Biitiah  porii 
of  Lower  Canada,  from  whenca,  alto,  the  merchandiia^ 
tha  arma,  and  the  infloanoe  of  Great  Britain  are  con- 
Teyed  with  unrif  ailed  celerity  to  therecewairof  all  tha 
northwestern  Indian  tribes  within  onr  Uinitfl.  Such 
an  intercouna  can  scarcely  fail  to  engender  in  thoea 
numerooa  hordea  unfiiendly  dimositiona  towards  the 
dtizena  and  Gotemmant  of  the  United  States  in  time 
of  peace,  and,  in  war,  to  array  them  against  ns  in  a 
force  formidable  in  a  degree  beyond  that  of  their  apa^ 
cific  nomber  and  strength.  The  whole  comaarca  of 
that  eztenaive  region,  aa  well  of  the  preaantand  future 
white  population  as  the  trade  of  the  Indian  tribe%  can 
be  adtantageouah  turned  to  the  poets  and  possessions 
of  the  United  Stataa  only  by  an  impioYed  inland 
navigation.. 

The  aolidtude  on  the  sol^ect  of  internal  amproTe- 
manta  genendly,  which  is  felt  in  variooa  parte  of  the 
United  Statea  at  thia  time,  is  indicated  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  and  promises  an  effective  co-ope- 
ration with  the  National  Government  in  any  measare 
which  it  may  approve  and  adopt  for  promoting  them* 

Tha  parsaveranoe  of  tha  citiaana  and  State  of  New 
York  in  their  efforta  to  aaoertain  the  most  ahgiUe  nmto 
and  meana  for  opening  a  navigable  canal  from  tha  tide 
water  in  tha  North  or  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie  ia  a 
pledge  that  their  wealth  and  enterprise  would  oontrib- 
ute  large^  towanla  that  great  object.  The  local  en* 
teipnse  which  haa  long  since  organiaed  iteelf  in  com* 
panies,  under  Stete  authoritiea,  formed  their  plans, 
and  progressed  considerably  in  the  executfioa  of  canals 
through  the  necks  of  land,  laapectivaly,  vrhich  alone 
obstruct  the  inland  navigation  from  Boaton  to  St» 
Ifaiy'syisagaindiractedtotheseobjacla*  Inadditkmto 
theaa  eeveral  werka»  there  ia  wanting  only  a  shofficanal 
torn  Lake  Erie  to  some  of  the  nawigahla  watea  whiah 
empty  into  tha  Ohio,aoina  inconsidefablaifliprowaienta 
in  tne  bed  of  such  waters,  and  a  lockafa  oe  other  ia* 
piovemente  at  the  falls  of  Loiiiaviile,  to  oonplato  ^ 
two  great  channels  already  mentioned.  In  all  these 
Works,  although  the  nation  has  a  paramount  interest 
in  their  completion,  there  arc  good  reasons  to  believe 
that  individual  or  local  enterprise  would  contribute  a 
full  half  or  more  of  the  expense.  * 

These  are  equal  or  alill  eCiongar  leasona  to  balieva 
that  individual  and  local  enterprise  waold*  with  alao> 
rity,  share  eqoaUy  at  least  with  the  United  Statea  In 
iaptoving  the  narigation  of  auch  comapendant  At- 
lantic and  Weatera  riveia  mb  ate  best  adlspted  fax  a 
c^nikexion  by  portage  roads  aeiois  the  aountains,  in 
the  oanstruation  of  aueh  lOads,  and  of  auch  either 
great  leading  road  or  toads  aa  shaU  be  eatabUshador 
tpproved  by  the  National  Gofvamment  The  gaaat 
progress  ahready  aade  witlM>at  the  aid  of  Una  Ctevem* 
aant  in  the  constrvctien  and  aateniiaa  of  pataattant 
loads,  aa  well  in  Viigima  and  Maiyland  aa  in*Pemi- 
mrlvania.  New  Jaraay,  New  York*  and  aU  the  mora 
Eastern  Statee,  ia  condostve  evidenea  of  a  disfKMOtion 
m  most  or  aU  of  tha  States  to  proaeto  these  objeote. 
In  theState  of  New  Yatk,  a  gieat  tanqpika  loadhaa 


and,  in  l^mamjiwutm^  the  Heveal 
ing  a  tanaka  jMd  anha.baBl 
way  from  Philade|^iiMa  to  Pitishqig 
undettriKen,  and  is  in  a  rapid  pragtw 
la  both  theae  Statea  •  gMaH  Tanaty  of 
havo  been  kag  in  gretft  peilaclan,  and 
annually  added.  Tha  latter  State  haa, 


tiiiiiii 


nuasber  of  bodgea,  prabafalT  among  tbo 

world,  and  founded  in  solid  aaaonty ; 

aade  proviaion  liy  law  for  the  liberal 

of  a  great  work  i^  ito  nalghbotiog  Stales  of  Matyfand 

and  Delawaie* 


The  foregoiag  indicatieaa,  aa  wall  aa 
canaidaritionB,  eeea  fhUy  to  amboriw  iKe 
laKance  upon  individual  exattka  for  a  lUI  half  sr 
aea  of  the  reaomrees  reqoiaite  for  the  rwinplafion  ef 
every  lapwwenaat  of  natteaal  in^NMtaBeo  ia  tha  Uni- 
ted  Statea  wlileh  ite  Govemmcnt  ahaB  teka  aeasata 
snhaMy  to  anemirage.  Tha  wMe  iiwpuaau,  bf  the 
oAcial  fepoit  of  IMS,  ahready  notload,  of  a  geoetal 
syetea  of  loada  and  inlaad  wavigataaa,  has  been,  it 
appeara,  eamlbUy  estiaatad  at  #t0,MQ,i96^  Oa  tbo 
aaaoaptlon  tkat  aoo-kitf  woaid  ba  notiitmted  by  iB>- 
dMdoai  and  leeal  aaettiDii,  tlO,OSO^€tO  in  aMdan, 
appdedoB  the  pan  of  the  Uafcod  Btataa,  would  be  a 
sua  Adly  aattdeat.  Thaaa  vfofwa  piiaiat  anoAa' 
eoaaidentioB  af  gtoit  wayrt,  Ihat  ia,  *e  nu^altado 
of  the  obfeet  aaapaiod  with  the  oxpeaaa  required  to 
efleet  it.  The  otgost  pvopoaed  la  tho  fodfity  ai  tBtev>* 
course  by  aeana  of  aore  dian  ten  thevaad  aitea  of 
inleitial  navigation,  and  bhmo  than  fwa  thouaand 
alias  of  peiaanoat  roada,  basidas  thoea  alraady  earn* 
ptetad  in  tha  aevaral  Statea,  and  aoeh  tempotary  voada 
thaaogh  tia  aare  aniaprovad  tarritoriee  aa  might 
serve  for  tiavoUkig  sad  for  tfanaportiBg  tho  aaila. 

The  axpeaee  to  the  Ualled  Stataa,  lakaii  at  f  10,* 
000,000,  sappoiiag  9^J99^fi90  applied  to  tho  oanals 
and  f  a»000«000  to  the  nade,  if  an  aetaal  ozpeaditBro, 
would  be.  only  9700  per  aile  for  tho  oaaaii^  and 
$1,600  per  mile  for  the  two  Chonaand  aiiiea  of  peraa- 
nent  loads;  hut  when  it  is  osasidaiod  thai  tboao  ooma 
may  not  be.  atrietly  «eakiQfr  expanded,  but  maraly 
invested  by  aubacnptioa  in  caaal  and  rood  atocka» 
which  would  ultimately  ria  to  par  value,  tho  ooatiaat 
between  the  aegttltude  of  the  otyoet  and  that  of  tha 
cental  eaployod  bocaaaa  atall  aora  atrlkiagly  oh* 
viotts.  Nor  will  thaee  viewa  of  the  aobjact  appear  ok^ 
aggerated,  if  waraoorto  theaxtaatof  tha  aangation 
proposed  to  be  opened,  and  epnsider  thai  aoat  «f  it 
wQuld  be  well  adapted  for  ateaaveaals;  and  that  tha 
recent  origin,  the  pieaent  atato,  and  prabaUo  inpiov^ 
ment  of  these  cannot,  if  aneoaeafol,  foil  ta  givo  ta  aU 
large  rivers,  bajs^  and  lakaa  in  the  United  Statei^  ia 
an  infMoved  state,  all  tho  advantagas  of  aavigaUo 
canals  of  the  beat  artificial  oonatraetioB.  Ia  Great 
Britain  aore  thiA  $100/XM)yOOO  haa  beoa  kid  oat  in 
constnufting  about  one  thousand  ailea  of  caaal  mm- 
gallon,  (that  of  riven  being  little  used,)  and  ii  ia  OGa> 
sidered  of  groat  aational  advantago.  How  aach 
stronger  are  the  indnoemente  in  the  United  StOa  is 
employ  a  tenth  pert  of  that  aoa  in  ofiecting  an  ckftet 
of  ton  times  tha  aagaitade  1  • 

Tho  coaaatteo  might  eawaeaato  varioiM  othw  coa- 
sidanitanajn  detail,  hat' it  ie  not  deomod  nutosisTy  to 
do  99,  amee  they  will  be  coaprieed  ia  tho  geaeral  'm» 
portaoea  of.  inland  lavigation  and  tntereoara  a  tho 
Unitod  Statea,  whioh  will  now  be  briefly  cjuaeletad. 
Internal  intercourse  ia  dependoat  •  upon  inttrait  navi* 
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gAtiMi  IB  a  pmim  m  Um  ^kgree,  Moofding'  to  tha  ex- 
tent of  tMiiloiy.  Ib  Um  Uaitod  SCatoi*  therefofo,  it 
BMiity  M  hMB  boen  Mramedr  dopond  enentially  upon 
thif  oMaii;  eoniequeiitlj,  the  sabiect  mmt,  in  the 
Unilcd  Statee,  poeuM  a  degree  of  importanee  un- 
known in  other  eoontriee  In  a  political  {Mint  of  i^iew, 
and  moft  be  comidered  with  lefeience  to  thie  prin- 
ciple in  eomiezion  with  erery  other  advantage  to  be 
derWed  from  it. 

The  general  Importance  of  internal  naTigation  la  ao 
luiveridlj  admitted,  that  anj  attempt  further  to  illna- 
trate  it  would  aeem  aoperflnoua,  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  it  ii  an  object  heretofbre  neglected  by  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  Statea — a  drcnmitance  that 
can  hardly  be  aoooonted  for  on  any  other  rational 
prindple  than  that  ita  intrinaic  importance  haa  been 
lomebow  oTeikioked,  or  hidden  in  the  maaa  of  other 
coDceras,  or  ita  advantagea  been  viewed  at  too  remote 
a  distance  to  induce  prewnt  activity.  From  theae  con- 
nleratioiu  a  few  obeervationa  are  aubmitted,  in  which 
the  chief  diflienltj  b,  that  the  caae  aeeme  too  clear  to 
admit  of  additional  proof  ihort  of  actual  consumma- 
tion. Some  will  always  be  found  who  will  call  every- 
fliing  theeiT  which  ia  not  actually  accomplished  in 
practice  and  in  theb  own  poseeasion.  Bonie  twenty 
yean  agotbere wan  note  turnpike  road  in  the  United 
Statei.  Tfieoiie  between  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster 
was  then  celled  a  theoiy :  there  are  now  in  the  United 
States  some  thousand  miles  of  such  road ;  they  have 
become  familiar,  and  we  experience  little  surprise  that 
hidiTiduala,  in  a  aingle  Slate,  undertake  fearlessly  to 
extend  them  over  the  greatest  mountains  on  the  Con- 
tinent The  building  of  a  ship  and  navigating  the 
ocean  has  beeosne  femiliar  in  the  same  manner ;  it  ia 
no  longer  a  subject  of  wonder.  But  the  time  probably 
has  been  when  the  simplest  rafk  was  the  only  naviga- 
ting vehicle;  with  thia  man  waa  content  until  neces- 
sity discovered^  and  experience  improved,  the  uae  of 
instmments.^  Is  it  not  remarkable  that,  in  our  present 
sdvanced  st^  of  dviKaation  and  acience,  man  ia  still 
littie  indineo  to  proAt  by  his  leaaon  and  intelligence^ 
bat  disposed  always  to  await  the  mandate  of  necessity  f 
Why  should  an  inland  navigation  bo  any  more  a  the- 
oiy than  a  turnpike  road,  or  the  building  of  a  house  t 
Merely  becauae  we  are  more  familiar  vrith  the  latter 
di&n  with  the  former.  But  in  Europe  a  canal  navi- 
gttion  is  as  familiarly  known  to  experience  as  a  ship, 
i  boose,  or  a  turnpike ;  and  we  have  the  meana  of 
profiting  }oj  ail  the  experience  of  Bnrope,  with  the 
neteriab  and  inducements  which  no  country  of  Eu- 
rope posMssea.  They  will  soon  become  fimiiliar  to  u% 
aa  tomptks  roads  have  become,  if  we  can  only  be  pre- 
^^ailed  upon  to  attempt  them  in  earnest 

If  sea  veaaela  entering  the  harbora  of  Beaton  and 
New  Toik,  Teepeetively,  could  continue  their  voyages 
ialuid,  without  interruption,  from  the  fbrmer  to  8t 
Mtxy's,  in  Georgia,  from  the  la^r  to  Lake  Erie,  and 
thenoe  to  New  Orieans,  would  there  remain  a  doubt 
<rf'theadvantagea  of  such  an  inland  navigation  t  Would 
there  be  found  in  the  United  feStatea  a  single  voice  to 
oppose  the  purchase,  if  they  were  to  be  obtained  for 
10,  or  even  930,000,0001  Yet  such  and  greater  ad^ 
nnUgea  are  dearly  within  our  reach  fbr  1^10,000,000, 
if  that  sum  can  be  so  applied  as  to  insure  the  comple- 
tion of  the  system  of  improvement  by  roads  and  canals 
to  which  the  natural  advantagea  of  thia  country  invite 
oor  attention.  A  ateam  navigation  would  be  rendered 
practicable,  not  on^  between  the  diatant  pointa  just 
mentioned,  but  in  all  our  baya^  lakes,  uid  largeat  riv- 
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navigation  decidedly  superior  to  that  of  aan 
veesels  in  all  narrow  channela,  aa  may  be  inferred,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  things,  but  from  the  important 
fact  that,  while  yet  in  its  infancy^  it  haa  in  a  grant 
meaaure  supplanted  the  kmg-eatabliahed  uae  ef  aan 
veaaela  in  moat  of  the  baya  and  Ikrge  rivera  of  the  Um« 
ted  States.  A  detail  of  the  advantagea  of  such  a  nav- 
igation to  the  United  Sutea  as  a  community  wiU  not 
be  attempted,  becauae  an  ennmemtion  and  estimate  of 
them  ia  impracticable^  A  few  of  the  moat  immediate 
and  ptominent  eflecta  of  a  well-digested  system  of  im- 
provement, calculated  to  insure  them  to  onr  oonntiy, 
will  be  merely  noticed,  leaving  every  mind  to  imagine 
(for  imagination  can  hardly  exaggerate)  their  multipli- 
city and  importance. 

1st  No  sooner  will  the  National  Government  have 
fahriy  commenced  the  system,  than  a  general  confi- 
dence in  ita  completion  will  be  inspired.  Its  benefits 
vrill  be  felt,  in  antidpation,  in  the  value  of  lands^  in  an 
inereaaed  activity,  in  the  general  proaperiW,  and,  con- 
aequently,  in  the  revenuea  of  the  United  Btat^ 
Iliese,  in  an  average  of  ten  years,  will  have  been  in* 
creased  beyond  what  they  would  have  otherwise  pffo- 
dnced  ^y  an  amount  greater  than  that  of  the  whole 
sum  which  vrill  have  been  expended  or  employed  in 
the  lequiaite  worka. 

Sd.  Ita  operation  will  tend  to  perpetuate  the  Re- 
public and  the  Union  by  an  indiasoluble  commnnify 
of  interests,  habita,  and  attachmenta ;  to  give  celeriW 
of  movement,  and  consequent  efficiency,  to  the  no- 
tary force,  aa  well  as  an  easy  exchange  and  diatribn- 
tion  of  the  necesaariea  of  life,  .whenever  the  oountiy  , 
may  be  again  visited  by  the  calamitiea  of  war. 

Ha*  In  timea  of  peace  or  war,  it  vrill  give  a  due  value 
to  every  production  of  land  and  labor,  whether  of  agri- 
cnlturcy  minerals,  foresta,  fisheries,  or  mechanic  arta ; 
promote,  by  the  certainty  of  reward,  evei^  wdl-directed 
branch  of  domestic  industry,  the  diflhaion  of  adence 
and  of  merala,  the  happineas  and  comfort  of  the  whole 
community,  by  the  facility  of  peraonal  and  aocial  aa 
well  aa  commerdal  intercourse. 

4tli.  It  cannot  foil  to  add  a  new  and  magnified  im« 
portance  to  our  foreign  aa  well  aa  onr  domeatic  com- 
merce, in  making  it  acceptable  to  all  the  productions 
of  the  most  interior  parte  of  this  great  continent,  which 
productions  will  continually  increaae  with  the  popula- 
tion and  progress  of  improvement 

6th,  and  £ially.  It  would  give  a  new  and  more  ele- 
vated character  to  the  nation,  to  the  Republic,  in  all  ita 
domeatic  concema,  in  all  ita  foreign  ralatioos,  in  the 
comfort,  happineaa,  and  prosperity  of  its  dtizens,  in 
the  permanence  of  ita  free  institutions,  and  in  the  in* 
calculable  amount  of  ita  public  resources. 

The  same  principles  and  consideratiena  which  aerre 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee,  in  relation  te 
internal  narigation,  to  such  routes  as  are  of  peculiar 
national  importance,  will  alao  point  out  thoae  roada 
which  seem  to  require  most  immediately  the  attention 
of  the  Federal  Government  exdusive  of  portage  roade 
already  noticed. 

The  routes  which  seem  exclusively  to  claim  public 
and  general  attention  are^ 

lat  From  Maine  to  Louisiana,  in  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  seacoaat  and  main  post  road,  and  passing 
through  all  the  prindpal  seaports.  The  expense  of  a 
good  road  upon  this  route  may  vary  according  to  the 
construction  adopted. 

2d.  Another  ohjecty  next,  if  not  equal  in  impoitante, 
would  be  the  improvement,  on  a  leaa  expensive  scalOy 
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«f  ctotain  portkn»  of  lOMb  totduig  la  tka  pmicifNd 
{&«▼»!  tnd  sutHuT  depots  and  portt,  and  othar  impor • 
'tool  poinHf  in  toe  interior  and  upon  tbe  extmnaa  of 
iha  Union.  ThapoinUi  contomplatad  ara-Sackat^ 
Harbor ;  £ria,  in  PannaylTania ;  Dotiott,  in  tha  Midii- 
-jan  Tarritorj ;  Bt.  Looia,  in  tha  MiNOori  Tarritory, 
•oad  Vow  Oriaana,  in  LonWana. 

It  vamaina  lor  the  oammlttaa  to  laeapilolata  the  ob- 
ifaela  of  national  importanaa  ooaainiied  in  thia  taport, 
Ond  to  lOigaat  aodi  meaanraa  aa  tha  ^naral  objeet 
laqoirai,  in  tbair  opinion,  on  Iha  part  af  tha  National 
Ooatramont. 

Tha  prindpal  improTamanta  laqniaito  to  aflbfd  tha 
ndvancagaa  of  internal  navigation  and  intareooioa 
thioQghoat  the   United  Sutet   and  ila  Tarritoriea, 


lat.  CanaU  through  lour  neekaof  land  lirom  Boston 
liarboi<  to  Bt.  Marj'a  riTor,  making,  allagether,  ntnety- 
'  eight  miles,  beades  a  diort  out  or  improveaMnt  aofoaa 
Gepe  Pear,  and,  aa  a  mora  distant  object,  a  eanal 
OfMBttuoieation,  if  practicable,  from  the  Altamafaa  and 
iia  waters  to  Bfobile,  and  fmm  thanes  lo  the  Mis- 

So.  A  eanal  ftom  the  Hndaon  or  North  river  to  Lake 
Erie  \  another  from  that  lake  to  a  navigable  branch  of 
the  Ohio ;  some  improvement  in  tha  bed  of  oeid  bianeh, 
ond  probably  in  that  of  parts  of  the  Ohio  vivar ;  and  a 
loakaga  or  olheir  improvement  at  the  faUa  of  Lonisville. 
8d.  Improvementa,  by  kiekaga  or  otherwise,  aa  IIm 
eaas  may  rcqnire,  in  each  of  the  piineipal  Atlaniie  and 

•  Ban!  hern  rivaia,  and  in  their  leapeetively  coirsapond* 
ont  Northern  and  Wcstara  watsrs. 

4th.  Tnrnpike  or  ether  permanent  roads:  1*  Aoroas 
Ihe-moontatns  or  tmervoning  lands,  where  eanala  are 
fMind  impracticable,  or  not  advantageona,  botwean  the 

■  principal  Atlantic  and  Bonthom  rivera,  and  one  or 
more  of  their  respective  branchaa,  at  the  higheat  navi« 
gaUo  points,  and  the  neareat  navigable  points  on  the 
aorrcapondent  Northern  and  Weatern  watam :  S.  A 
gnaattnmpifc  a  or  permanent  road  ftom  North  to  Booth, 
in  the  general  direction  of  the  seaooast  and  main  peat 
route;  and,  8.  Improvements,  en  a  leas  expensive 
aeale,  from  some  convenient  point  on  the  main  road 
in  York  Btata  to  the  principal  military  and  naval  peats 
and  stationa  on  the  Northom  frontier  of  that  Btata ; 
ftom  aome  eonvenient  point  or  peinta  on  the  OUo  to 
the  principal  military  and  naval  stationa  and  peats  «pon 
the  Northern  frontien  of  Pennsylvania,  iMilDb  and 
Mlahigan  Teirhoty ;  ftom  Detroit  to  Bt.  Looia*  aad 
ftom  thanceto  New  Oriaana. 

fte  measoree  irbich  appear  IndispeneaUy  reqnlsitek 
'  In  the  ftrst  instance,  are :  1st.  A  permanent  provision 
ibr  ascertaining  with  accoraey  the  particolar  route, 
pOlnta,  and  sitaations  for  the  best  location  of  the  pro- 
posed improvements,  by  procuring  draughta  or  plats, 
"With  explicit  written  descriptions  and  explanation^ 
llrom  actual  survAvs  and  levela,  to  be  taken  under  the 
authority  of  the  tJnited  States,  or  otherwise :  td.  To 
provMe  the  flacessary  Ainds  for  an  annual  eipenditure 
or  application  to  such  improvementa,  to  such  amount 
aa  may  be  found  advantageous. 

With  respect  to  the  perticniar  mode  in  which  a  poi^ 
tion  of  the  national  roaeoroea  might  be  moet  advan- 
tageously applied  tosneh  ohjecta,  that  must  necessarily 
vary  accordingly  to  the  object  and  existing  dream- 
atancas  at  the  time  of  expenditoro,  and  may  be  pfi>- 
vided  for  b^  law  from  time  to  time.  When  any  olgect 
is  purely  national,  snd  an  expenditore  opon  it  required 
by  the  pnblie  intarast,  this  woold  eonstituta  a  fit  anb- 


ject  for  the  dfansdand 

from  the  national  finda.'  Bnch  objeetm  1mw( 
believed  to  be  vary  latoe ;  aa  intaiwovon  mm  the  tarn- 
aon  with  the  local  inteieata,  that  Iho  IbmaraaD  hari^ 
be  oonaolted  anywhoro  hi  roMon  to ' 
coorse  witlmnt  albcting  the  latter  in 
aooarding  to  cirenmataneee.  The 
of  this  princ^e  aaema  naturally  tn  aeeammand  the 
co&bination  of  those  interesto  in  tlto 
under  soch  gUarda  and  limitations  aa  may  rffffiasHy 
aeonre  the  public  The  most  eligiblo*  monns  to  pm- 
duce  this  eflect  an  believed  to  be  the  eatahlishmcat  of 
a  auitable  ftind  to  be  invested  for  accumolntioa  utfl 
actually  required  for  ita  otgect ;  and  the  anbarriptifla 
on  account  of  tbe  United  Btatca  for  poitwos  of  tk 
stock  of  companiea  incorporated,  or  whick  may  he  ia* 
corporatedy  under  Btata  anthoriiiaa,  for  eonatructifit 
such  roads  and  eanala*  or  for  eflecting  each  improrc- 
menta  in  navigable  waters*  aa  shall,  upon  inapcdioB 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States^  be  appfo^sd 
by  the  Congrasa,  to  be  paid  oot  of  anch  find. 

Thia  plan  la  believed  preferable  to  any  other  whick 
has  occurred  to  the  committee  in  the  fssrntiar  poinb 
of  efficiency  and  economy ;  to  he  ism  liable  to  any 
Conatitutional  doubts*  objectiona,  pracbesi  fiffieoltiea, 
and  at  tha  aame  time  retaining  in  the  National  Gov- 
ernment  a  snflkient  contaoUing  inflnenee  in  the  aeter- 
tion  of  the  objecta  of  unpeovement*  and  over  tha  direc- 
tion,  plan,  and  conatmction  of  the  improvement  pro- 
posed, and  in  fixing  the  imtea  of  tolls  and  charges. 

let.  It  would  be  effieieni  in  exciting,  eMconiagiBg, 
and  calling  into  activity  iadividnal  and  local  enterpriae. 

3d.  It  would  insure  ooonomy,  by  eaeariBg  tha  vigi- 
lant guaranty  of  the  aanw  individBal  and  local  intarast 

ad.  Leaa  liable  to  Conatitntienal  donbta,  oljaetiem, 
or  practical  diffiettlliaat-bacanaa  it  woold  narrow  the 
whole  Conatitntienal  qnsalion  to  the  singio  oneea 
which  no  doobta  ore  known  to  exists  aimply  whethB 
the  National  Government  nmy  inveat  the  public  manef 
in  peimanent  etoeka ;  and  it  romaves  all  inirieaoy  aad 
difficulty  OB  tha  anfayest  ef  rnpaira,  tnJI  gatea,  the 
ooUectioa  of  toUs,  and  ponishiag  daproiftitiona  on  Uu 
worka. 

4th.  A  auffieient  emtiolttBg  inflnanoo  ^ttl  bo  ro- 
tained  in  the  oonditmn  ptapaaed  to  bo  praaoribod  to 
the  aubeeriptjon,  that  the  piopeeed  nnAertoking  ahaU 
firat  be  approved  by  tbe  Cangrsas. 

It  may  bo  forther  nmaikad,  in  fooor  of  Ihie  mo^ 
that  it  eielodaa  every  idea  of  aroelSng  in  the  Qonoaal 
Government  any  improper  infiaenee  of 
which  eonte  might  appnhend,  from  tha 
tion  of  a  largo  sami  of  mousy. 

The  only  deairabloobieet  whmh  the 
(of  aubacription  for  atock)  doaa  not  aeam  to 
in  tha  foUeat  extant,  m,  that  of  on  eqonlimtisn  of  tht 
advantagae  leaulting  frem  the  applieotien  of  the  na- 
tional reaoorose  to  the  propoeed  nbjecft  amonc  thf 
aeveral  Btatea ;  but  omn  this  desiroMe  ohject  it  weaU 
approximato  moro  nearly  than  wouki  n  diioct 
tion  by  the  National  Government* 

Bat  if  it  be  deemed  necessary  and  pmctieable 
perfectly  to  aacuro  thia  object,  a  distinct  and  ^^ 
fund  shook]  be  provided  for  the  porpooe,  to  badbcrib- 
uted  among  the  Btatea  aa  justice  may  dictaiSf  er  ac- 
cording to  nproaantation,  leaving  the  fonatr  to  be 
employed  in  the  mode  propoosd.  For,  if  the  aMde  ef 
diatribotion  abould  be  oxclosivolj*  or  o«m  <hie%, 
adopted,  (and  the  money  given  over  to  tha  ssdusiw 
oontvol  and  diraatinn  of  Btato  o«th«nlM%i  it  ia  oiid^ 
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«hAl  Ae  nalioiiAl  intBt9BlM  Cannot  be  axdaslvelj,  or 
even  chieflj,  consulted ;  thej  would  be  rtmnaoned  so 
Ar  as  the  so^eet  of  iolSroal  £uatitiss  of  interodorse 
ezteflds  to  Ibe  Slate  Governneot--^  ooune  wbish,  if 
the  objects  in  qoesiioa  be  of  national  inportance,  and 
^bieh  It  IS  believed  fetr  or  none  can  do^bt,  woold  not 
le  justified  bj  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Btates. 

With  the  foregoing  remarks,  and  resenring  for  an  [ 
additional  report  such  fnr&er  details  as  the  materials 
vrhich  the  committee  noesess  and  m^  be  enabled  to 
collect  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  the  follow* 
Injg  resolution  la  submitted : 

Besoiv€d,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  Uke  measures  for  ascerteining  as  for 
as  practicable,  and  report  to  this  House  at  the  next 
and  every  subsequent  session  of  Congress,  such  roads, 
canals,  and  improrements  in  water-courses  as  are  re- 
quired in  a  general  system  of  inlattd  narigation  and 
inlereoufso  thffongliout  the  extent  of  the  Stetes  and 
tiM  Territoeies  thereof,  best  adapted  to  focUitete  the 
mtereoune  neosasaiy  for  peiaonal,  oommoKvial,  and 
miJitafy 


INTEBNAL  IKPRQYBMBNT. 
The  following  resolution,  with  the  preamble 
thereto  prefixed,  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Kino: 

Wher«aa  a  bill  was  vesteidaj  onkiad  hj  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
tima  this  day,  apprepriatiag  one  miUion  and  a  half  of 
dollars  of  the  pubho  money,  and  tlw  United  Stetes 
ahai«  of  the  disadoads  in  thf  National  Bank,  for  twenty 
jean,  on  seven  milUoos  of  dollars^  owned  by  them 
therein,  and  on  which  they  are  now  paying  an  annuiil 
ijiteiosi  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
for  constructing  roads  and  canals ;  and  whereas  it  is 
deairabte  that  some  part  of  the  public  treasure,  drawn 
from  the  people  of  the  country,  should,  particularly  in 
times  of  general  distress,  be  applied  to  their  relief,  and 
to  objacto  connected  with  their  immediate,  best,  and 
highest  interest:  Therefore, 

Besohed,  That  there  shall  be  appropriated  out  of 

any  money  in  the  Treasui>  of  the  United  Stetes,  not 

otherwise  appropriated,  two  mfilions  of  dollars,  to  be 

apportioned  among  the  Several  Stetes,  Territories,  and 

Discricc  of  Columbia,  in  proportion  to  their  free  pop- 

atotion,  at  the  last  eoumeration;  one  inittloa.  (hereof 

to  be  imaMdiataly  applied  .by  the  Ooveraors  of  tbe 

oeverai  litsteo  and  Tonitaries,  and  in  the  Distaat  of 

Cbioaahb,  by  the  several  oorporatioas  of  Waiihingtony 

Alezaadria,  and  Geoigetown,  to  the  support  of  the 

poor,  aad  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  ouch  humane  aud 

ohnriiable  iastitutionsy  as,  in  the  opinion  of  suoh  Gov* 

ernon  aad  Corporationa,  may  stend  most  in  need 

tlioffcof ;  tbe  other  million  of  (bllars  to  be  applied  bj 

the  l^ogislatures  of  the  several  Stetes  and  Territories, 

and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the  Congress  of 

the  fJoitad  Stetes,  to  the  promotion  of  education  and 

tbe  advancement  of  religion  and  morality ;  or  in  aid  of 

tbe  funds  of  such  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies  as 

may  be  selected.    And  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 

aird  Means  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  Mil  for  the 

at>ove  purposes. 

Tne  question  being  put  oa  considering  the  said 
resoluiiuQ,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  very 
few^  ri.^iog  in  its  favor. 

The  engrossed  hill  to  set  apart  and  pledgOiaa 
i  t'uod  for  iuiernal  improTemeot,  the  bonus  and 
^    iced  States  ahare  of  the  dif ideads  of  the  Na* 


iioiwl  Baak,  was  read  the  third  time,  wtd  the 
qoeetioD  stated^  **  dhafll  the  bill  pass  r 

Mr.  IUndolph  me  aod  ^poke  nearly  tiiree 
hoars  ID  opposition.  ' 

9At.  Siiarpgr  stated  the  reaseos  which  vould 
prevetft  hit  voting  for  4he  bill.  i 

.JSt^'  5^*^^"N  adroeated'the  hill,  and  replitfd 
to  Mr.  RaiinoLPB  and  others.  »  f     « 

Mr.  BmrvB,  of  Maryland,  end  Mr.  Wltfow, 
tueeeaalrely  renewed  their  opposiiioo  to  the  tnH : 
**Siu  '•  ^^^^^^  "gam  spoke  in  its  support, 
r.i.  J'!!**^*^.".^'^  tfcen  taken  on  the  passase 
of  the  bill  aod  decided  to  the  affirii^atlVe-IySs 
86,  iiaye  84,  as  follows :  ^ 

^  y»Aa— Mjasrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Avery,  Baker. 
Bateman,   Betts,    BirdsaH,  Birdseje,  Bredkenri4ge 
BkkAj  Oadv,  Caldwell,  Oalhoun,  Chappell,  OlaiiTof 

Jf.!Tj^'*'-?^*^^*'*°'"'  Comstock,  Oondicti  Conner. 
Orei^n,  Croeheron,  Oulpeper,  DarHngton,  Findfey. 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gh^gow,  doM,  Oiiftn,  Gros^nw 
flahn.  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Haister,  Hendricks! 
Koi^iMon,  Hugsr,  finlbeit,  Ingham^  inring  of  New 
ITark,  Jackson,  iobaaon  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Keir  of 
Virgmia, Little,  Love, Lo»ett,Lttm|^n,Lyla^  WUlJam 

ki^^'  n"^.*"'  Middloton,  Milnor.  UtoflNt.  Moore, 
Mozfrae,  J.  Nelton.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Petor,  Piekeas, 

flJ!''r%  ^""^1^  .^'  ^•^•^•'  Sch^uiJ^  ShanJ; 
Smith  of  PennsylTsma,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tato.  Tay- 
lot  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telii, 

WM°"  w^Ji.^'fe^S'  ^.•^■^'?  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wdde,  Wilkm,  Waioughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William 
Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Bar- 
bour, Bassett,  Bsylies,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Maa- 
saehttsetto.  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Clayton,  Coek,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Davenport, 
Desha,  Dickens,  Bdwarda,  Fletcher,    Goldsboroogh. 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hooks,  Haagerfoid, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Tirgiaia, 
Khig,  LangdoB,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  William  Ma- 
day,  Marsh,  Maaon,  McCoy,  McLean,  MiQer,  Milii, 
Hi^h  Neboo,  Thos.  M*  Nehsm,  Noyes,  Farris,Pip«r, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Heed,  Rice,  Roane^  He- 
hsrtson.  Root,  Buggies,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sonthac^, 
Steams,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge. 
Taul,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Vos^  Ward  of  Massachuaetto, 

S^^  °*JfiT  ^""^  ^"^  ''^^•^  ''•"•/»  WhMton. 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 


MottDAY,  February  10. 

Mr.  Moan  Nfli4iON,  from  the  Commiuee  oa  tbe 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  saore  effeetoaliy  to  pro* 
fide  fur  the  pttaishmeat  of  certain  Crimea  agaiait 
the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other  purpose^  which 
was  lead  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table. 

Mr.  RoaaaTaoHi  from  rhe  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petitioo  of 
Joseph  Gillard,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  confirmiii|;  the  title  of  Joseph  Qil- 
lard;  which  was  read  tw Iceland  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  hill  to  esublitdi 
additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Miaaoari. 

Mr.  RoaaBTBOM  also  made  a  report  of  the  pe- 
tioB  of  ChBw  and  Relf,  whick  waa  read}  wkea 
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Mr.  R,  reported  a  bill  confirmioff  th«  title  of  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Roajre;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  couunitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  MoKbb,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  i^th  ultimo,,  by  leare  of  the  House,  reported 
a  bill  transferriofl^  the  duties  of  the  Commission-> 
ers  of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  abolish  the  offices  of  Commissionefs  of 
Loans ;  whicb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  aecoants. 

Mr.  McKsSjfrom  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  pursers  and  midshipmen  in  the  NaTy,  and  of 
the  medicsl  staff  of  the  Army,  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eommitied 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Imqham,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  23d  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  elerbaod  messengers;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  William 
Tatham,  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
purcbsse,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  papers 
and  charts,  dbc.^  of  William  Tatham.  The  re- 
port and  resolution  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  fable. 

Mr.  Plbasamts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain ^An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  prirate 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
,  same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tions of  Elisabeth  Matilda  Shubrick,  Sophia  D. 
Gardner,  and  Eliza  Tarbell ;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval;"  and  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining 
the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  notifying  the  persons  elect- 
ed of  their  election ;  and  have,  conformably  there- 
to, appointed  a  committee  on  their  part;  in  which 
bill  and  resolution  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in 
bv  the  House ;  and  Messrs.  Jaokoom,  Irviiio  of 
New  York,  and  Pitkin,  were  appointed  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PLBA8ANT8,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  wss  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  the  second 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the 
pay  of  officers,  »eameo,  and  marines  in  the  Navy 
of  the  UnHed  States," reported  the  same  witbou^ 


amendment;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tise, 
and  passed. 

The  Committee  oo  Naval  Aftkirs  were  &- 
charged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the  bifi 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  set  graot/og  i 
pension  to  Commodore  Richard  Taylor;^  and 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideratioii  of 
the  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  on  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Buck,  who  prays  to  be  reiieTed  from  tke 
payment  of  an  embargo  bond,  Into  which,  by  fshe 
representations,  Mr.  Buck  was  induced  to  enter 
for  the  captain  of  an  Eastern  vessel,  and  wtidi 
became  forfeited  by  the  misconduct  of  said  cap- 
tain in  violating  the  embargo.  This  report  gan 
rise  to  a  long  debate,  which  ended  in  reversing 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Maautaetures,  and  directing  the  committee  lo 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacint  Laval,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 


INDEMNITY  FOR  WAR  LOSSES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  biii  for  the 
relief  of  the  Infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated, 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  on  the  several  Ulls  com- 
mitted to  the  said  Committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  snSerers  during 
the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  appropriating 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty  tboasand  dol- 
lars for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  was  taken  up. . 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  amend  this  bill  so  as 
to  include  the  case  of  losses  oo  the  shores  oi 
the  Chesapeake  bay.    He  referred  to  the  cases 
of  the  towns  of  Havre-de-Grace,  Georgetown, 
and  Fredericktown,  all  on  the   bay  shore,   in 
which  depredations  had  been  made  oy  the  ene- 
my by  conflagrating  pnvale  propertj;    which 
cases  he  considered  not  maleriallf  variant    in 
principle  from   those  which  came  under   this 
bill.     Atthoogh  the  sufferers  of  this  ehamcter 
had  no  le^l  claim  on  the  Government,  they  had 
a  claim  oi  justice;  and  wherever  a  Governmeat 
had  the  ability  to  pay  such  claims,  it  was  iuduty 
to  satisfy  them.    The  ability  of  our  Gh>Ternment 
could  not  now  be  questioned,  since  it  had  isiely 
made  liberal  appropriations  for  Internal  ioprove- 
ment,  and  objects  not  of  necessitv,  dtc. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  con- 
tioued  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  a  nev 
section,  providing  that  all  other  claims  in  all  paru 
of  the  United  States,  depending  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  claims  embraced  in  this  bill,  s&ould 
be  settled  in  the  same  proportion  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  claims  already  enumerated. 

Mr.  Forbtth  moved  to  strikeout  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  prop- 
osition for  appropriating  a  million  of  doVlaiTs  fsr 
the  relief  of  persons  in  diflerent  parts  of  thecont- 
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jr.  who  bBT*  soffered  Usaa  in  conKqueaet  of 
lilitarf  ooeoMCioB  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
tatesj  10  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  loss 
isttioed  by  each  indiridual,  as  compared  with 
le  residue  of  his  property,  the  poorest  indiridual 
'  receive  the  largest  sum  in  proportion  to  his 

8S. 

This  motion^  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Robbbt- 
)N,  before  noticed,  were  declared  not  receirabie 
nil  after  Mr.  Abcbbb'b  motion  was  decided. 
Mr,  Abcbeb'b  motion  was  supported  by  him* 
If  and  Mr.  Wbiobt,  on  the  general  principles 
I  which  he  introduced  it ;  and  was  opposed  by 
essrs.  Hulbbbt,  Tatlob  of  New  York,  Clay, 
d  Calbouii,  not  from  opposition  to  the  class 
claims  embraced  in  the  amendment,  but  on  the 
ound  that  the  claims  from  the  Niagara  wefe 
culiar,  and  bad  been  already  sifted  and  apeei- 
Iv  examioed. 

Messrs.  Robbbtboh  aad  PoBBTra  spoke  in 
ror  of  general  in  preference  to  particular  pro- 
»on  on  this  subject ;  and  Messrs.  T.  M.  Nbl- 
N  and  Habbibon  spoke  on  the  miliiary  ques- 
*n  of  the  legality,  aceording  to  the  laws  of 
ir,  of  the  eonflagratioB  of  Buffalo,  Ac,  by  the 
emy. 

The  Ooouaitiea  rose  without  deeidiog  any 
eslioo. 

The  bill  reiatiag  to  the  ransom  of  American 
ptires  of  the  late  war,  was  reported  without 
tendment ;  and  the  Committee  had  ieare  to  sit 
lia  on  the  remaining  bills. 


TuBBDAT,  Febroary  11. 

!tf  r.  LowNDBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
i  Means,  who  were  instructed  b^  a  resolution 
inquire  into  the  expediency  or  repealing  so 
ich  of  the  doty  on  carrisges,  <!bc.»  as  imposes 
uty  on  carriages  aod  harness  not  exceeding 
ralue  one  hundred  dollars,  made  a  report  there- 
unfavorable  thereto ;  ana 
Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
t  on  the  expediency  they  were  instructed  to 
[aire  into,  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act 
log  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers,  adverse 

reio. 

These  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  ob  the  table, 
dr.  Nbwtoii,  from  the  CdoMttitiee  on  Com- 
rce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  ertet- 

a  light-hoBse  on  the  west  ehep  of  Holmes' 
le,  in  Massachusetts;  also,  a  bill  to  increase 

duty  on  iron,  tmj>orted  in  bars  and  bolts; 
I  a  bill  for  the  relier  of  Anthony  Buck, 
dr.  Plbababtb,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
niel  Seavey  and  others. 
Vhich  bills  were  severally  read,  and  com- 
ted. 

4r.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  yesterday 
lointed  on  that  subject,  reported  the  folh>wing 
)lutiou,  which  was  reao,  considered, and  agreed 
by  the  House: 

Ruoiped,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTss  on  Wad- 
day  mntf  at  twelvs  o'doek:  That  two penons  be 


sppoioled  tellersi  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  make 
a  lU  of  the  votse.  as  they  shall  be  deiirsfed.  Thai 
the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  Ike  President  of  the 
Sanatey  who  shall  aaBOunoe  the  state  of  the  vets,  and 
the  peisoos  elecled,  to  the  two  Houses  assembied  ae 
a£preiiaid,  whieh  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
persons  elected  President  and  Vice  President*  and, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  votes*  1^  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  the  two  Houses." 

Messrs.  Jackboh  and  Pitkih  were  appointed 
tellers  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  jAOKaoN, 

Ordered^  That  when  the  membeasof  the  Hea* 
ate  appear  to*morrow,  in  4ha  Chamber  of  this 
House,  the  President  shall  be  eondncted  to  the 
Chair  of  the  Speaker ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  thia 
House  inform  the  Senate  of  these  proceedings. 

Mr.' WiixiAMB  offered  the  folic  wing  resolution 
for  eooelderation : 

^AesoJM;  ThatUieC^oi^Bdtteeef  Ways  and  Meaaa 
be  instrueted  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  ad  of  Congress  passed  at  the  hat 
session,  ae  prokibils  distillars  who  have  obtained  a  tt» 
cense  IHmd  retadlag  a  lass  quantity  of  sphrits  than  due 
gaUon." 

The  Honae  agreed,  ayes  68,  BoeeBO,  to  eonaider 
the  resolution ;  when,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
LowBDBB  in  oppOeilion,  and  by  Mr.  Wiluamb 
in  support  of  hie  BBOtioB,  the  question  oa  adopt- 
ing the  resaftatkm  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANonon,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Maoufiictures  were  instrueted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
revenue  laws  as  not  to  oblige  the  vessels  nav- 
igating Lake  Champlain^  to  enter  aod  take  a 
clearance  at  the  custom-houses  in  the  district  of 
Champlain,  in  the  State  of  New  Tork  and  the 
district  of  Vermont,  where  goods  are  to  be  landed 
in  each  district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilob,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  m  allowing  to  the  judge  uf  the  sixi^ 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  a  sum  equal  to 
the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  distriet  ooun  of 
South  CaroUna,  for  the  term  of  oae  yOar,  during 
which  time  the  said  eireuii  judge  was  eeoapelled 
by  law  to  pecform  the  dntice  oTtba  judge  of  the 
said  distriet  court. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  beihre  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  aanual  statements  of  the  amounts  collected 
under  the  several  acts  laying  direct  taxes,  dbo., 
together  with  the  amount  of  compensation  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  employed  in  tne  collection, 
tbereofj  and  also  the  compensation  received  by 
the  principal  aod  assistant  assessors ;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  reimburaement  of 
moneys  paid  for  the  raasom  of  American  cap- 
tives irom  the  Indiaas,  was  ordered  to  be  eagross- 
ed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HAti^from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Siatea 
of  the  7th  instant,  relating  to  the  fourth  sectioB' 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  paiwd  oa  the  Slat  Marob^ 
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ISM^providtegfor  tii^  lodcmttifintiMi  of  otrtMQ 
clMilianteof  piiUie»ltod  id  tite  MmMippi  Terri- 
tory^ wMk^  »  r«p«»C  tbtrM%  wbiek  i»«i  Mtd  $ 
^hMir  if  r.  Hi  r«pime#a  MM  tMliorMtip  tbe  pvy^ 
nMDt  «f  moivey  t«  tife  State  of  Qeor^,  onder  tlie 
ttftelet  fX  agreeweftf  snd  eetnon  between  the 
UnHed  Btates  and  that  State,  which  was  read, 
and  cotmnitted  to  a  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Setiate  fnfortaed  the  Hoase 
that  Che  Senate  hafre  agreed  tp  the  report,  in  part, 
of  the  joiot  committee  of  the  t#o  Houses,  appoint- 
ed to  asceruio  and  report  t  mode  for  examining 
the  votes  for  President  And  Vice  President ;  Md 
have  appointed  Mr.  M Aooif  a  teller  of  votee  on 
their  part. 

COLONIZATION  OF*  fRBE  NEGROES. 

.  Mr,  PjokwhiOi  from  tha  CoaMaiftire  on  ihe 
African  Slave  Trade,  made  a  report  on  the  peti* 
tipii  pi  ihe  Pra«4ent  9b4  Bof^rd  of  MaiMmffe  of 
thp  Avieriean  soeie^  Av  09lopiaiM  the  £ie^  pep- 
pl««i  «9lor pf  the  Uftiled  SlatBfl^  vhieh  was  read  \ 
wlieii(Mf«  P.  Mpiffieda  joint iaeaaftuiiiui  aooeero- 
ii^  thft  fthflditifaa  of  fhe  ieafi»  in  akitto^aDd  colo- 
nizing free  people  of  color  on  the  contineitt'  ol 
AjMe%  which  waa  reed  twice,  a«d  ooma^itted  to 
a  C^nimiuee  of  the  Wholeu 
/Ph?  report  Old  vesolutioo  loe  aa  foUow : 
Tin  vnuniUae  to  whsm  wastatered  tin  mcawrial 
oe  tke  FrsAident  and  Boaad  ef.  Mwistaii  o£  tha 
<«  AflMrican  SodaW  ibr  oolonhdng  the  five  peopie^  of 
eolpr  of  the  UsUed  8taMa»"  hi^^  had  the  smm  nadar 
thair  daliberata  conaideiatioq*  The  anfcgaet  ia  of  sach 
aafiiitade,  and  attaodad  with  so  many  diffieoUica,  it 
]■  with  much  diffidanoa  they  prsasat  dieir  xwm%  of  it 
to  thff  tfogsfft 

Were  it  sioiply  %  qnestibn  of  founding  a  colony, 
nnmerous  and  web  known  precedents  show  with  what 
frciUly  the  work  might  be  acoompUshed.  Every  new 
TenHoty  established  by  onr  GoTemment,  constitntes 
indeed  a  colony»  Ibrmea  with  great  ease,  because  it  is 
oiily  an  extension  of  homogeneons  settlements.  But 
in  eontemplating  tfie  celonhEation  of  the  free  people  of 
color,  it  seemed  obilonsly  necessary  to  tsibe  a  diflereM 
comiMb  Their  disliiiot  character  and  relative  ooadi- 
tion  vender  stt  enttre  sepatati«n  ftom  aur  own  Slatea 
and  Temtortm  iadispensahle.  And  this  ssBazatlan 
miiat  be  ansh  so  to  admit  ef  an  indeinita'cantmiiaaca. 
Hence,  it  seeam  maniiist  that  Ihaso  people  oamuibe 
cobttiaed  within  the  limits  of  the  Uaitad  Stataei  If 
tbff  were  not  iar  distant*  the  rapidly  eatan4i#g  settls- 
meata  of  oor  wUto  inhabitanla  would  seen  lench 
ih'em ;  and  the  evil  now  ^elt  wooid  be  renewedp  prob* 
ably  wit^  aggmvated  miachiet  Were  the  colony  to 
be  remote,  it  must  be  planted  on  lands  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  natiTe  tribes  of  the  oountiy. 
And  could  a  territory  be  purchased,  the  transporting 
of  the  colonists  thither  would  be  vastly  expensite, 
their  subnstenee  for  a  time  diiftcult,  and  a  body  of 
troops  would  be  required  for  their  protection.  And 
after  aU,  should  these  difficulties  be  orrercome,  the 
original  evil  weuM  at  length  recur  by  the  eatension 
of  our  white  populalion.  In  tlie  meantime,  should  the 
colony  so  increase  as  to  become  a  nation,  it  is  net  dif- 
ibait  to  fnrssee  tiie  qaartals  and  deetructive  wars 
which  would  ensue,  eapaoiaUy  if  the  slavery  of  pee* 
pla  of  color  should  continue,  and  aoeompany  the 
whiles  in  UMir  adgiati 
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Tarmng  oor  eysa  ftom  onr  own 
adapted  to  the  ctrfeny  in  eontnnplnl 
eelf  to  our  view  nearer  than  Afrieft,  tho 
negroes;  and,  probably,  that  is  tlio  oaly 
ihe  gbbe  to  which  it  would  be  pncttestUe  te 
pur  free  people  of  color  wifh  safety,  aaid  advantage  ts 
themseWes  and  the  dviliied  worid.  It  is  te  ceunlij 
which,  in  the  order  of  ProTtdence,  seems  to  have  been 
appropriated  to  that  distinct  familj  of  mankinds — 
And  while  it  presents  the  fittest  aeylnna  fer  the  iiee 
people  of  color,  it  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  isproie- 
mente  in  chrilixation,  morals  snd  refigion,  whkk  the 
bnmane  and  enlightened  memoriidista  have  oonesiwd 
it  poanbioi  in  proceas  of  time,  to  sfBead  over  Ihst 
great  continent 

Should  the  measure  suggested  be  approved,  an  iah> 
portent  question  occurs^In  what  way  oaall  its  czeoa- 
tion  be  esiayed? 

A  prefiminaTy  step  would  be,  to  provide  %r  Ae  per- 
fect neutrality  of  the  colony,  by  the  ezpfidt  assent 
and  engagement  of  all  the  civSiaed  Pewen^  whatever 
dissensions  may  at  any  time  arise  among  ihriaenifne 

Tim  nast  uaportaat  qocation  ia^Wii  ic  fee  espe^ 
dieat  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  n  new  coioiiy  ia 
Africa*  or  to  mako  to  Qreat  Britain  n  pififesil  to  in> 
ceive  the  emigrante  Aom  the  United  Sltfm  into  laar 
colony  of  Sierra  Leone  ? 

At  Bienn  Isasne,  tbs  dart  diftcoMn  hana  Uea  em^ 
mounted,  and  a  lew  free  people  of  color  from  the  Uni- 
ted dlotni  have  been  admitted.  A  pmluai  wdiitiura. 
from  the  saam  souroe  (an(i  sodi  woald  be  the  natnmi 
progress}  would  occasion  no  emherrswmiut  eitiher  m 
regard  to  their  sustenance  or  govemsealt.  Y^o«M 
the  British  Chyvemment  consent  to  receive  such  an 
accession  of  emigrants,  however  eventaally  oonsidenb- 
ble,from  the  Unitod  ainteel  Wonld  that  Govon- 
ment  agree  that,  at  thoperiod  when  that  oalony  ahall 
be  capable  of  setf^vemmeat  and  aeJf^protcetaon,  it 
shall  be  declared  independent!  In  the  meantime^ 
will  it  desire  to  mono|po}iie  the  oonuncroe  of  the  ooJo* 
ny  \  This  would  be  mjorioas  to  the  eoJonists  ae  well 
as  to  the  United  Btates.  Should  that  oountiy,  Irom 
the  nature  of  its  soli  snd  other  drcumstancea,  hold 
out  sufficient  allursments,  and  draw  to  It,  from  the 
United  Sutes,  the  great  body  of  the  feoe  pecmle  of 
coier,  theee  would  form  its  strength,  and  ite  abinty  to 
render  iis  commerce  an  object  of  eonsidention.  'K^w 
as  the  gteat  and  permanent  benefit  of  the  eoJenate 
was  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  establiahmeDt, 
wilt  the  BHtish  Oovemmem  dedine  a  proposition  col- 
culatod  to  give  to  that  benefit  the  impostana  aatonaien 
which  will  arise  from  a  freedom  of  commeioa  an  ^eas^ 
at  loas^  at  whoso  eapeaaa,  and  by  whoaa  meaiia,  the 
colony  shall  be  assanliaUy  extended!  Biionld  n 
agreement  with  Great  Britain  be  efisoted,  no  inther 
negotiation,  nor  any  extiaordiiuiy  oxpentftsre  of 
money,  will  be  required.  The  work  atrondy  eom- 
menced  will  be  continued,  eimply  of  carrying,  to  Kerra 
Leone,  all  who  are  willing  to  embark. 

It  would  seem  highly  desirable  to  confine  the  aa- 
grattons  to  a  smgle  colony.  The  two  distincl  sad 
independent  colonies,  esublished  and  protected  fry 
two  independent  Powers,  would  natumlff  imbibe  (he 
spirit  and  distinctions  of  their  patrons  and  pietectore, 
and  put  in  Jeopardy  the  peace  and  piOspeiity  <f  both. 
Bven  the  simple  fact  of  separate  independeaes  wenld 
eventoaliy  tend  to  paoduee  oolUsiona  and  aan  be- 
tween the  two  estahtMhment%  (nnlea^  indsed,  tfaey 
Wfre  frtf  ramovod  from  each  other,)  and 


)41 


HSSXOBT  OF  OCfS&SmSL 


MS 


?»MmohM,r,  IW. 


m^m 


Indemmfiffir  Ww  Lfmu. 


H«orIb 


bat  Um  iDrthBr  hiungkie  and  exalted  ^ntmm  of  tkoae 
vho  projected  tbem.  The  tpirit  which  animated  the 
bunderfl  of  the  coleny  of  8ieiTa  Leone,  would  be  ez- 
irted  to  cflect  a  anion  of  deetgn  and  the  cordial  co- 
iperation  of  the  British  GoiFemment  with  oar  own ; 
ind,  it  might  be  hoped,  not  without  eoccees.  It  would 
w  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  a  stipulation  in  the 
ast  Treaty  of  Peace,  by  which  the  two  GoTernmenta. 
land  pledged  to  each  other  to  use  their  best  endeav- 
ors to  e&ct  the  entire  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  sfaresb 
f  hile  Uie  proposed  institation  would  tend  to  diminish 
he  quantity  of  slavery  actuaHj  exlstittg. 

If,  however,  such  enlarged  and  Kbeial  views  ahoald 
«  wanting,  then  the  design  ^  fiMming  a  asparata 
•lony  nsi^t  be  aDnowneed  by  the  American  If  inie* 
•IB  to  the  BMiitame  Peweis;  and  their  gvavantee  of 
he  naatoality  of  the  colony  obteined. 

Tour  eommiltee  do  not  think  it  piepe^  to  ponae 
he  slibject  any  farther  at  this  time ;  but  that  the  Gov-. 
nmment  should  wait  the  result  of  the  suggested  nego- 
iatioD%  on  which  ulterior  measniea  must  depend. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report 
i  joint  resolution,  embracing  the  ^ews  herein  before 
ixhibited. 

Ruolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mepreeenia- 
ive»  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
vsemoled.  That  tiie  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
luthorfased  to  consult  and  negotiate  with  all  the  Gov- 
rnmente  wfaero  Ministers  of  the  United  States  are, 
»r  shall  be  aocredited,  on  the  means  of  efleeling  an 
ntire  and  Immedlato  abeUtioB  of  the  tmffie  In  slaves, 
knd,  also,  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  tka  Qov- 
imment  ef  Gnat  Britain,  fet  nceiving  into  the  calony 
if  8iem  Leone,  each  of  the  fiee  people  eC  odor  of 
he  United  States,  as,  with  their  own  oooaentt  shall  be 
niried  thither»  etj^ulating  aueh  terms  aa  nImII  be  moot 
tenefidal  te  the  cokmisti^  while  it  promotes  the  poec^ 
al  intereste  of  Gnat  Britain  and  the  United  filtates. 
ind  should  this  proposition  not  be  accepted,  then  to 
ibtain  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  maritime 
lowers,  a  stipulation,  or  a  formal  declaration  to  the 
ame  efiect,  guaranteeing  a  permanent  neutrality  for 
ti^  oolony  of  free  people  of  color,  whicht  at  the  ez- 
eose  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States^ 
hall  be  estabUshed  on  the  African  coast. 

Ru€ihedj  That  adequate  provision  shall  hereafter 
»e  made  to  defray  any  neceesary  expenses  which  may 
« incurred  in  carrying  the  preceding  resolution  into 
ifiect. 

INDEMNITY  FOB  WAB  LOSSES. 

The  HcNtae  affgin  reecif ^d  it^f  iaia  a  Can- 
ftiitee  of  xbm  Whole,  oo  tha  bill  aApropriating 
|340>000  for  tha  Mlief  of  ctri^n  auffertra  oo  the 
Niagara  firoaiitr^  in*  the  kte  waf«  Mr.  AaoBfia'ft 
notion  to  amend  the  bill  so  ae  to  indnde  the  ioaaea 
m  the  Chesapeake  bay,  being  uader  consideia* 


Mr.  HtmoBRTOfid  niored  to  eineod  the  amead- 
Dent,  bf  inserting  after  Chesapeake  bay,  the 
words  ^  and  its  waters,"  so  as  to  include  lessee  in 
the  nortbern  neck,  &c.  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Archer 
received  the  amendment  as  a  part  of  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  required  the  reading 
of  various  documents,  depositions,  certificates,  d&c. 
Ulufttraling  and  certifying  the  nature  and  char* 
aeter  of  the  losses  sustained  by  individuals  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  and  then  entered  into  a  defence 
of  the  olaJB^tt  of  the  said  aufie^rs  to  relief. 


Mr.  T.  M.  NaMOV  replied  at  length  to  Mr, 
CiUARK,  arguing  that,  no  law  existed  for  billetiM 
troops  in  the  houses  of  the  citizens,  or  their  oc!^ 
cupatioB  for  millUrr,  stores,  Ae..  and  that  all  soei^ 
oceapations  were  of  course  JMiid^  for  j  wbieh  faot 
he  also  Touched  front  his  peraonai  kQowle4aft^ 
aod  that  the  use  of  the  houses  referred  to  waa 
not  only  paid  for,  but  at  an  enormoaa  rent.  Mf». 
N.  read  sundry  4)ffieial  letters,  &€.,  to  establiah 
bia  Tiews  of  the  illegality  of  the  elatma  of  the 
sufierers,  the  laws  pf  war,  4e. 

Mr.  JoBRaoN,  of  Kentucky,  argued  ia  auppoci 
of  the  bill,  tbe  principle  of  which  had  been  aaae^ 
tioned  by  the  adoptioa  of  the  9th  section  of  ikia 
claims  law  of  laat  session,  which  section  had  aol 
heeo  objected  to,  aod  the  repeal  of  which  did  a^it 
take  place  frooi  any  change  of  opinion  aa  to  tha. 
propriety  of  the  priaeiple,  but  from  a  feaf  of  iai. 
abuse,  by  the  conatmctioii  which  had  been  girea 
to  it.  and  because  it  wae  preauaved  that  it  coatd 
be  admiaistered  with  greater  coriectaeaa  hr  tliia* 
House.  He  contended,  also,  that  the  motiea  ef 
retaJiaUoa  aUeged  hy  tbe  eoeoiy  for  the  deatnic* 
tion  of  property  oo  tbe  Niagara  frontier  ws$  a 
mere  preteit,  and,  although  he  was  wiUiag  to  iii^i 
denaaify  by  some  general  provision  thesySrrian 
on  the  Chesapeake,  the  river  Raisin,  4c.»  yet  tSa 
amendment  was  not  grounded  oo  any  prindpto. 
yet  decided  oa,  as  in  tlie  ease  of  the  Nia^ra  wf- 
ierersi  and  for  that  raaaoo  he  ahotUd  not  votenowr 
to  incorooiate  the  motion  ia  thia  bill. 

Mr.  WRioBT  followed  in  opposition  to  indem- 
nifying tbe  aofferers  on  the  Niagara:  to  whom 

Mr.  Gold  aod  Mr.  Harrison  replied  and  ad- 
vocated strennoosljr  the  relief  of  those  sufierersp 

Mr.  Shitel  of  Maryland,  declared  himself  in 
favor  both  or  the  amendment  and  original  billj 
and  spoke  some  time  in  support  thereof. 

Mr.  Pickering  was  opposed  to  the  bHl  in  any 
shape  which  it  could  assume,  because  Congress 
had  already  authorized  a  strict  inquiry  into  alt 
losses  by  the  late  war,  aod  that  tbe  conflagratioa 
of  the  Niagara  frontier  was  an  act  of  retaliation 
for  burning  the  town  of  Newark,  which  was.oa* 
authorizea  in  civil  warfare,  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Root  replied  to  Mr.  PtCKERiNo,  and  adro- 
cated  at  some  length  the  justice  of  extending  re- 
lief to  tbe  sufferers  in  question. 

Mr.  HARRiaoN  defended  the  deetruction  of 
Newark  by  the  American  troops,  and  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  Mr.  Pigkbruiq  was'  to  view  the 
situation  of  that  town,  and  its  relation  to  Fori 
Niagara,  he  would  approve  the  burning  of  it ;  and 
Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  stake  his  military  reputa- 
tion on  the  propriety  of  that  measure,  as  a  mili- 
tary one,  which  every  military  man  would  sanc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Pickbrino  replied,  that  the  destruction  of 
Newark  was  alleged  to  be  in  defence  of  Fort 
George,  and  ant  Fort  Niagara. 

Mr.  PfiTER  expressed  the  objectiooa  heen^r- 
tained  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Argbbi^i 
and  stated  his  reasons  for  deeming  the  destructioti 
of  Newark  unauthorised  by  military  law,  aod 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Arober  again  supported  his  ajn^ndmen|^ 


MS 


HIBTORT  0¥  OOSQBBBB. 


9U 


H*  or  R; 


EledonH  Fates  for  J^rendeni. 


FbbkuaiTi  1B17. 


•Dd  replied  to  the  afgomeDts  of  those  who  eon- 
demned  the  burning  of  Newark,  which  be  said 
^18  done  with  the  double  Tiew  of  defeadiog 
Fort  Gkorge,  and  oltimatelf  Fort  Niagara. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  Mr.  Ar- 
obbb's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

After  jfoing  through  ifhe  bill,  aod  making  some 
immaterial  amendments — 

Mr.  F0R8TTB  moved  the  amendment  he  yes- 
Cerdajr  suggested,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  relief  of  per* 
sona  In  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  have 
aoifered  losses  in  consequence  of  military  oceu* 
pation  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
distributed  in  proportion  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
eath  indiridual,  as  compared  with  the  residue  of 
his  property — the  poorest  individual  to  receive 
the  largest  sum,  in  proportion  to  his  loss. 

The  question  was  taken  thereon  without  de- 
bate, and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  then,  as  he  doubted  whether  this 
billj  after  all  the  time  it  should  consume,  had  a 
majority  in  its  favor,  and  for  the  purpose,  there- 
fore, of  saving  time,'  by  at  once  trying  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  it,  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
seetioQ— Id  effect  to  destroy  it. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
nwjority  $  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  as  amended,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  February  12. 

The  Spbakbr  presented  a  petition  of  Hezekiah 
Niles  and  Jebu  Chandler,  stating  that  they  have 
it  in  contemplation  to  establish  a  national  print- 
ing office  and  stationery  store  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  praying  for  the  protection  and 
support  of  the  National  X«^islature  in  their  un- 
dertaking.— Referred  to  a  select  committee.  And 
Mr.  Tamobt,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr. 
Inqbam,  and  Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  00  the  petition  of  Mary  Wells:  on 
the  petition  of  James  Orr ;  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Oliver;  on  the  petition  cf  Peter  Kendall; 
and  OB  the  petition  of  Berthelemy  Du verges; — 
which  were  severally  read.  When  Mr.  Y.  report- 
ed bills  of  the  foUowinff  titles,  to  wit :  A  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Wells ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Orr ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Oli- 
ver; a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Kendall;  and  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Beriheiemv  Du  verges; — which 
said  bills  were  severally  reaa  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Caze  and  Riehaud. 

ELECTORAL  V0TE8  FOR  PRESIDtENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  them  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  ready  to  proceed,  agreeably 
to  the  motOal  resolution  of  yesterday,  to  open  and 
count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 


The  Senate,  soon  after,  entered  the  House  of 
Representatives,  preceded  by  their  Preadeat, 
who  was  received  by  the  Speaker  mt  the  Chair 
of  the  House,  in  which  the  rresideot  of  the  Sea* 
ate  took  his  seat,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
beside  him.  The  Tellers  of  the  two  Houses — 
Mr.  Macon  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  aad  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Pitkin  on  the  pah  of  the 
House  of  Representatives — occupied  seats  ia  ftoat 
of  the  Chair. 

The  seals  of  the  votes  were  broken  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  by  hUn  handed  to 
the  Tellers,  by  whom  thay  were  rend  nlond,  aad 
recorded  on  the  Journals  of  the  Scnnte  nod  of  the 
House  of  Repreaeatativee  by  the  Seereinry  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House,  respeetirely. 

The  votes  of  all  the  States  having  been  read, 
with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  arose,  and  (addren- 
ing  himself  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse,^  ex- 
pressed his  nofeiffued  regret  at  being  compelled, 
by  his  sense  of  duty,  to  interrupt  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  two  Houses.  Mr.  T.  was  then  going 
00  to  state  his  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  votes 
from  Indiana  being  read  and  recorded  ;  when 

The  Sfeakbr  interrupted  him,  and  said,  that 
the  two  Houses  had  met  for  the  purpose — the 
single,  specific  purpose— -of  performing  tiie  Con- 
stitutional duty  which  they  were  then  discharg- 
ing, and  that  while  so  acting,  in  jotat  meeting, 
they  could  consider  no  proposition  nor  perform 
aov  business  not  prescribed  by  the  Coascitntion. 

Mr.  Varnum,  of  the  Senate,  (addiessiBg  the 
President  of  the  Senate,)  expressed  bis  eooeor- 
renee  in  the  propriety  of  what  had  been  stated  by 
the  Speaker,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  aliowiog  the 
House  of  Representatives  10  deliberare  oa  the 
question  which  bad  been  suggested,  he  moved 
that  the  Senate  withdraw  to  their  Chamber. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  question  being  put  by  the 
President  to  the  membets  of  the  Senate,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  *,  and  the  Senate  with- 
drew accordingly.* 

*  [From  the  National  InteUigeneer.j 

Maosis.  Galxs  it  Sxatos  : 

In  your  paper  of  this  morning,  in  detailing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  Houses  of  Coagrsas  relating  to 
counting  the  votes  §»  President  and  Viee  Pieaidsat^ 
yon  state  that  the  modon  made  by  Mr.  VAnavM,  sad 
seconded  by  Mr.  Dava*  tiiat  the  Senate  ahoold  with- 
dtmWf  was   *<  unanimously  agreed  tow"    This,  gsatle- 
men,  is  a  mistake.    There  were  several  negstivca, 
distinctly  and  audibly  given,  and  a  divirion  being 
called  for,  it  is  doabtiul  how  the  question  would  have 
been  decided.    The  writer  of  this  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  motion,  believing  that  the  two  Hootef 
ought  not  to  separate  until  they  had  diacharged  the 
duty  which  brought  them  together,  and  that  in  oMiat- 
ing  the  votes,  it  was  for  them  to  decide  what  were  votes 
in  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  Reflection  bsf  een- 
firmed  him  ia  this  opinion ;  and  regardinglhe  pieccdent 
set  by  the  Senate's  withdrawing  as  one  which  it  wonMi 
be  inconvenient  and  dangerous  to  follow,  he  is  not 
willing  10  see  it  recorded  as  an  imanimona  act,  wImh 
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The  Speabbr  baring  stated  to  the  Home  that 
I  now  remauled  for  tbem  to  consider  the  subject 
rhich  had  interropted  the  forips  of  the  Consti- 
ut  ion- 
Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  said,  that,  although 
be  question,;  as  regarded  the  present  election, 
ens  of  no  consequence,  yet  the  time  might  arrire 
rhen  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
he  election  of  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
ittd  that  it  would  be  better  to  settle  it  now,  when 
ts  decision  wonld  not  affect  the  election*  He 
hen  proceeded  with  his  objections  to  receiring 
be  Totes  from  Indiana,  contending  that  the  joint 
•solutioaofDeeemberlast,  admitting  that  State 
nto  the  Union,  was  not  a  matter  of  form  merely, 
rat  a  great  Constitutional  prerooatiTe^  to  be  ex- 
ireised  by  Congress ;  untU  which,  a  sister  State 
lould  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an 
iqaal  footing*  If  this  was  not  so,  where  was  the 
lae  of  passing  on  the  form  of  Gorernmeoi  adopt- 
ed by  the  State^  and  sanctioning  her  admission, 
f  she  was  admitted  to  an  equal  footing  already  ? 

-'        »■■■■      I     ■!!  11      II       i»         Ml       iiiii'i  ■»      ■■!      ^^— ^p^a^^ 

he  reverse  of  the  esse,  and  thevsby  a  weight  and  im- 
x>rtance  giTen,  which  do  not  in  resiity  belong  to.  il< 
.   ^AsaiveTor  C»t,  Feb.  U,  1817. 

[No  donbt,  whaterer  is  entertained  of  the  corre^ 
lees  of  llM  abore  stateiDent,  for  which  we  are'  modi 
ndebced  to  the  writmr,  but  the  Bepbrler  certainly 
Mard  not  a  dngle  negsltve. 

Ha^ng  steted  the  pioosedings  of  the  House  of 
Repreeentstivee  on  the  qnestion  refened  to  in  <bs 
ftbovo  note,  it  may  be  proper  to  notion  what»  we  learn* 
took  place  in  the  Senate,  after  that  bpdy  wiUidrew 
from  the  House. 

On  retiring  to  their  Chamber,  some  conTersation 
jook  place  in  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  which  had 
produced  the  separation  of  the  two  Houses;  when 

Mr*  BABBova  moved  the  adoption  of  a  resolution, 
khst  the  State  of  Indiana  had  a  right,  by  her  Blectors, 
to  TOte  for  President  and  Vice  President,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December  last. 

This  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Taxi  or, 
Masoit  6t  New  Hampshire,  Biaaova,  Dava,  and 
BAseBTT ;   and  opposed  by  Mesns.  GA»Baix.  and 

FaOMBlTTIF. 

Beibre  any  decision  look  plaeb  on  the  tesohition, 
the  mcssafs  from  the  Honse  of  Representative^  an- 
nouncing their  readineM  to  proceed  in  oonntingthe 
votes,  was  received ;  when 

Mr.  BABBova  stated,  that  as  the  qnestion  which 
had  intenupted  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  meeting 
originated  in  the  other  House,  and  they  having  an- 
nounced their  readiness  to  resume  the  business  which 
had  called  the  two  Houses  together,  it  was  unneces- 
■ary,  he  thought,  to  take  any  order  on  the  resolution 
he  had  submitted,  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  Representa- 
tives HalL 

On  Thorsdsy,  the  next  morning,  there  was  a  oon- 
nderable  diicuision  on  the  question  how  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  preceding  day  should  be  stated  on  the 
Joumslef  the  Senate,  since,  being  novel  in  its  charac- 
ter, the  proceeding  might  be  drawn  into  precedent  on 
oecasions  of  more  importanoe  than  the  pieient*  It 
Was  finally  resolved,  that  the  Joamal  should  be  made 
*'  sceordtng  to  Ibrmer  piecedenls."}--£da)Dr»  Naiianai 
^ettjgwteer. 


The  Eleeioraof  President  and  Vice  President  bar- 
ing been  elected  in  Indiana  before  she  was  de- 
clared to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congres% 
he  thought  the  votes  of.  that  State  were  no  more 
entitled  to  be  counted  than  if  they  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Missopri,  or  any  other  Territory  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  acknowledged  he  did 
not  know  what  would  be  the  most  proper  course 
of  proceeding  in  the  business,  but  believed  it 
would  be  best  to  adopt  a  joint  resolution,  that  the 
votes  of  Indiana,  having  been  given  previous  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  were  illegal,  and 
ought  not  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Caut,  of  New  York,  thought  the  question 
already  setded,  as  another  branch  of  the  Legisla«> 
tore  had  admitted  the  Senaton  from  the  new 
State  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  members  ^ 
that  body ;  that,  after  admitting  the  Represenu* 
tives  of  the  State  to  act  in  Congress  on  all  the 
concerns  of  the  nation,  it  was  too  late  to  question 
her  right  to  participate  in  this ;  and  that,  from 
the  moment  the  constitution  of  the  Sute  was  as- 
sented to,  she  was  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
an  independent  member  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Sbabp,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  question,  offered  a  joint  resolution, 
"^  That  the  votes  for.  Electors  of  the  State  of  In-^ 
<  diana,  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
'  United  States,  were  properly  and  legally  given, 
^  and  ought  to  be  counted." 

Mr.  BanaaTT,  of  Virginia,  thought  the  resolu- 
tion ought  not  to  be  a  joint  one,  as  it  might  es- 
tablish a  precedent  which  might  in  time,  in  the 
case  of  a  tie,  dw.,  deprive  this  House  of  one  of 
its  powers,  by  permitting  the  Senate  to  partici- 
pate in  this  question. 

Mr«  Calboum  suggested  to  Mr.  Sbabp,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  offer  his  resolution 
in  the  negative  form.  He,  for  one,  did  not  believe 
the  votes  improper,  but  the  question  would  be  put 
to  rest  with  more  certainty,  he  thought,  bv  -re-, 
jecting  it  in  the  negative  shape,  than  it  would  by 
agreeing  to  it  in  its  present  rorm. 

Mr.  Tatlob.  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  substituting  therefor  a  motion 
declaring  the  votes  illegal,  £c. 

Mr.  SsBFrnT  said  this  question  was  settled  al- 
ready ;  for,  if  they  had  no  right  to  stive  votes  in 
the  organization  of  the  Executive,  they  had  none 
in  the  National  Legislature.  We  have  decided, 
said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  organization  of  their  State 
government  is  correct ;  we  said  to  them  in  the 
act,  if  they  performed  certain  duties,  they  were 
entitled  to  admission  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  States;  and  the  resolution 
to  admit  them  was  merely  a  declaration  that  they 
had  so  performed  that  duty.  The  proposition  be- 
fore the  House,  Mr»  S.  thought,  was  wrong,  and 
that  the  State  was  certainly  entitled  to  the  votes. 

Mr.  Sbabp  defended  his  motion,  and  the  joint 
form  he  hadgiven  to  it,  as  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  joint  sense  of  the  two  Houses,  without  which 
they  could  not  know  whether  the  Senate  were 
willing  to  proceed.  The  argument  of  Mr.  Sbbf- 
FBT,  he  said,  was  a  clear  exposition  of  the  right 
of  the  vote*    Congress  was  bound  to  see  that  the 
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new  State  tdopted  m  Repabliean  form  of  goTern* 
men!,  but  thmt,  said  be,  wae  otl  we  bad  to  do  wiUi 
tbem ;  but  tbe  reeognition  of  that  coitld  not  affect 
their  right  to  vote,  nor  any  other  right  or  privi- 
lege of  an  independent  State,  endowed  with  all 
the  powers  of  tne  othdra,  as  the  votes  had  been 
given  after  they  had  performed  the  condition 
required  of  them  to  become  an  independent 
State. 

Mr.  Gaeroir  tfaouffht  the  onlf  diffiealties  were 
as  to  the  form  tbo  House  onght  to  adopt.  With 
regard  to  the  question,  he  was  under  no  diffienlty ; 
aecordioff  to  the  act  of  last  session  the  votes  were 
legal,  and  rightfnlljr  giten.  Mr.  G.  read  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  last  session,  authorizing  In- 
diana to  form  a  State  govemment|  which  left  it 
to  them  to  choose  a  name,  prescribed  the  qualifi- 
cations of  electors  of  delegates  to  the  convention, 
which  delegates  were  to  determine  whether  it 
was  expedient  at  that  time  to  form  a  constitution, 
dtc. ;  and  if  they  determined  that  it  was  expedi- 
eiK^  then  thev  were  authorized  to  form  a  consti- 
tution ;  and  that  determination  was  the  act  that 
ipade  the  Tenitory  a  State.  Had  they  adopted 
a  constitution  not  Republican,  they  would  have 
done  what  they  vrere  unanthonzed  to  do,  and  all 
their  proceedings  would  have  been  illegal.  But 
what,  Mr.  Q.  presumed,  would  remove  all  diffi- 
culty, were  propositions  in  the  act,  which,  if  ac- 
cepted, was  to  be  obligatory  on  the  parties ;  sneh 
as  that  all  salt  springs  shoukl  be  cranted  to  said 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof^  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  should  direct,  dbe. 
The  acceptance  of  this  proposition  by  Indiana 
was  obligatorj  on  the  United  States ;  then  was 
called  into  existence  tbe  new  State  \  and  it  had 
been  recognised  by  both  braaohes  of  tbe  National 
Legislature,  by  admittiDg  into  their  respective 
homes  the  Senators  and  Hemben  from  the  State. 
Mr.  G.,  though  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Tatlor,  was  not  certain  that  the  other 
motion  would  be  proper,  but  was  ioclined  to  think 
that  the  better  course  would  be  merely  to  send  a 
message  to  the  Senate,  that  the  House  was  ready 
to  proceed  in  countiag  the  votes. 

Mr.  Tatlor  was  not  satisfied  by  the  arguments 
he  had  heard.  Suppose  the  convention  of  Indi- 
ana had  formed  a  constitution  caanifestly  not  Re- 
publican, would  they  then,  he  asked,  have  been 
entitled  to  vote  for  Electors?  He  would  pot 
another  case.  Tbe  act  tA  last  session  prescribed 
the  number  of  delegates  which  should  be  elected 
by  each  county  to  the  convention;  suppose  the 
convention  to  have  formed  a  Republican  coQsti* 
tution,  but  that  the  counties  should  have  sent 
three  times  the  number  of  delegates  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  would  not  Congress  see 
that  the  whole  course  of  proceeding  was  proper: 
and  would  not  their  incipient  acts  be  tnesectual 
until  Congress  had  decided  on  them  ?  The  ad- 
mission of  the  member  into  this  House,  no  other 
appearing  to  claim  the  seat,  was  different  from 
the  right  of  voting  in  the  present  election ;  and 
until  the  State  was  declared  a  member  of  the 
Union,  it  was  not  to  be  so  considered  so  far  forth 
as  to  entitle  it  to  vote  for  President  and  Yice 


President.  If  not  eo,^  it  wan  an  idi«  thing  fior 
Conffress,  in  December  last,  to  deekire  their  tA* 
mission  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  RoRBRTBON,  of  Louisiaua,  rcsreited  tht 
affitation  of-  this  question,  as  he  eoald  aot  reeog- 
nise  the  right  of  this  Hoose  or  tb«  Senate  to  de- 
cide  on  the  rights  of  tbe  States,  Mid  to  qoestioa 
the  sovereignty  of  an  independent  Slate  after  ite 
admission  into  the  Union,  was  a  aaatleff  of  dan- 
gferoBs  tendency.  Tbe  State  of  Indiana,  profca* 
sing  to  be  such,  had  sent  oMmbera  to  this  Hone 
and  to  the  Senate,  who  ha4  beea  ndnailced  to  all 
the  privileges  of  leaislation.  Wna  it  said  Cob- 
gresB  had  not  used  irae  dehbeintiott  in  ntfaittiag 
those  members ;  and  had  the  State  itoaa  any  mess 
in  electing  Blectovs,  than  in  sending  her  naenibas 
to  represent  her  in  Congress?  To«  caaaot  now, 
said  Mr*  FL,  raise  a  qcwscioa  of  Stale  cw  ao  State. 
The  eondftion  requiring  the  State  to  adopt  a  R^ 
publican  constttation  was  a  OMiter  of  eoams^  he- 
caose  the  United  titates  were  boaad  to  gaamaiy 
such  a  eonstitotion  to  eaek  State;  and  lae  ioioc 
resolation  of  Deeenber  kst  wan  a  mere  dcelara- 
tioa  that  ibo  Slate  ba4  OMipiied  with  the  obU- 
gatioa^ 

Mr.  PiTKiH,  of  CaintteMioiil«  wan  wi  opwion 
that  the  State  was  eii»iik4  to  aU  Slate  rif  lits^  as 
soon  as  they  had  eo«rpliei  wUi  the  aetaaiUioaa 
of  the  aat  aalhacoia^  the  penfiUof  the  TvwUmj 
to  form  a  Sute  governmeal.  The  ease  of  Loi»* 
istana  was  differeati  haeaaae  the  aeiaathonaiag 
that  Territory  to  aiapt^  State  foveramaat)  re^ 
quired  that  their  ooastitation  siwul^ba  sabmitied 
to  Congress  before  their  adaMSsien  iaio  the  Union. 
With  Indiana  the  case  was  di^renr,  as  with  her 
no  such  condition  was  made.  Theqnestion  before 
the  House,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  a  novel  one ;  resoln- 
tionshad  been  passed  by  the  twoHooees  toassemUe 
for  a  certain  purpose  therein  stared^  and  the  most 
proper  way  would  be  lo  send  a  message  to  tbe 
Senate,  that  the  House  was  ready  to  proceed  ia 
tl&e  business  of  eoootiog  tke  votes, 

Mr.  Hnif  DRjcKB,  of  uidiaaa,  legceited  tUe  ne« 
cassity  wJMOh  called  him  an,  ladiaaa,  he  said, 
was,  or  was  not  a  State,  and  the  decision  of  that, 
qiMitioa  weald  settle  lbs  one  hnfisr e  iJie  Ho«Me. 
The  ease  o£  ionislaaa  was  not  analogoaa;  aa  ika 
ordinaaee  of  1787,  eonoeoMag  the  xertitanes, 
and  under  which  they  weee  adsBilted  ittia  ite 


Union,  did  not  apnlf  lo  any  Terriiovy  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  only  question  Cst  Coagress 
to  deeide  was,  whether  the  State  had  eom 


with  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  last 
whether  tbe  constitution  adopted  was  RepaUican 
or  not— nothing  more.  Suppose,  indeed,  that  the 
State  bad  adopted  no  constitution  at  all;  hsd 
chosen  to  live  under  their  laws  alone,  and  bad 
not  thrown  their  State  government  into  the  fonn 
of  a  constiuition,  would  the  State  have  been  there- 
by derived  of  her  tank  in  th^  Union  ?  The  or- 
dinance of  '87  had  guarantied  a  State  gof«n« 
oaent  when  they  reaohed  a  certain  extent  of  pop> 
ulation,  and  Congress  eooid  require  of  ihsm  ao 
more  tlMO  had  been  doae.  Mr.  £1.  aigned,  that 
the  saoie  anthority  wkieh  gave  kina  a  aght  to 
vote  in  this  House,  gave  them  also  a  rigiit  to  Tote 
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for  Pmitail  «■<  Tie*  PrtvMovt  ef  tli«  United 

Mr.  Imgbam,  of  PeonsylTaDia.  moved  thkt  the 
resolotioD  tnd  emcodsettt  be  ooch  iodcfinitely 
poscponed ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  ateoet 
aaaoimooely ;  a^d  tbeo, 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Jaoxboii ,  n  meBs^ge  wne  aent 
to  the  SeoAte^  inforuung  dMfn  of  the  readintte 
of  this  HoQte  to  proceed  ia^coomin^  the  Toiea* 

Th«  8«iialo  eoon  after  again  entered  tkt  Rep* 
reeeniati^eea  Hail|  wben 

The*  SMMtaa  inlbraied  aem^  that  cbeHotiee 
of  Rgprewnttieee  hnd  itot  seen  It  Beeeriseiy  fo 
Bomn  to'nny  reseUHion,  or  to  take  any  order  on 
the  0Ol|)ect  wMcb  had  prodveed' the  separation  of 
the  two  Botlses. 

The  reading  of  the  Yotes  was  then  eoncloded ; 
ind  the  Tellers  handed  a  statement  thereof  to  the 
President  of  the  SeoAte,  who  aooouoced  to  the 
joint  meeting  the  fbUowiog  as  the  state  of  the 
(rotes: 


^mA. 


Pneidentt     Vice  F 


sritxs. 


^tm 


V  ew  xfantpsftire 

llMdo  Sriand 
./OBsectient 
iTennont 
«ew  7oik 
Yew  Jersey 
i^enneyWania 
./viawuB 
davyiand 


^rtb  Oeroana 

lofrtli  Carolina 

Georgia 

Centneky 

["enneasee 

>liio 

Ltonhriana 

ndiana 

Total 


BBCAFITULATIOIC  Or'TBE  TOTBB  OP  TBS  SLSCTORS, 

Fames  MoHaoB,  of  Viraioia        -       -       -163 
RurDS  Ktito,  of  New  York        -       .       .    34 

Far  Vice  Prmdeni^tke  UmiUd  SUia. 

DAimL  D.  Tom PKtiin,  of  New  York   •       -  183 
J  OflH  B.. Howard,  of  Maryland  -       •       <^    22 


Jambb  RoBB,  of  Pennselrania  •  •  *  •  5 
JOBN  MARSBALIi,  of  TirgintB  •  •  .  4 
RoBBBT  G.  Habpbb,  of  Maryland       -       •     8 

The  Prebiobjit  of  tbe  Sebate  declared  that 
Jambb  Monboe,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  was 
daly  elected  President  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years,  to  commen<ie  on  the  4th  day  of  March 
next  I  and  that  Dakiel  D.  Tompkins,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  duly  elected  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  four  years, 
to  commence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  the  Senate 
returned  to  their  Chamher,  and  the  House  ad- 
JQomed. 


Tb^bbbat,  Fehffvary  18» 

Mr.  Nbwtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  tm^ 
porters  of  goods  into  New  OrleBns,  and  destined 
for  Cincinnati,  to  give  hood  for  the  payment  of 
the  duties,  to  a  collector  to  be  appointed  to  reside 
at  Cinoinnati,  made  a  report  thereon ;  whieh  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

Mr.  Lbwi8|  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Colombia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  irom 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  City  of  Washiogton,"  reported  the  bbbm 
with  amendments,  which  were  read,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  eoffrossed,  and  the  bal)  as  amend* 
ed  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ii^.  VTitDB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  ioto  the 
ezpealency  of  allowinff  to  the  judge  of  the  eizih' 
circuit  Qourt  of  (be  United  States  an  ndditioMil 
compenaatioa,  made  a  favopnhle  rcpMii  whiok 
was  read,  and  eoffraiitted  to  the  Committrte  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hiU  mttkifig  apyr opriatione  far 
the  BDpport  of  Qoeecaneni  duria^  thup  yesr  18VT. 

Ml.  CHAPVfeLL,  frapi  the  CofDmtttee  on  Pen^ 
sions  and  BefTotmioaaty  Claims,  to  which  waa 
referred  the  bill  from  ihO'  Benal^.  entitled  "Att 
aet  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  chiMren  of 
ArooM  Hettff  Oehrmao,  deceased,"  retM>rted  the 
seme  wifhont  amendment;  and  the  biff  was  com- 
mitied  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter^  deceased.'^ 

Mr.  Cbappbi^l,  from  the  same  committee  io 
which  was  also  oommitted  the  bill  from  the  Seat 
ale,  entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  additional  peeaioa 
agents,"  reported  the  same  without  ameBdmeati 
and  the  hilt  waa  committed  to  the  Copamittae  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  tho  Senate  **  t»  peo* 
▼ide  for  the  prompt,  aetikmeaii  of  poblit  m> 
ceoats*" 

Mr.  Iboham,  from  the  Committee  ob  the  Poet 
Ofioe  Bad  Poet  Roada,  eeported  a  hill  to  extend 
the  pririlege  of  franking  to  the  Ordnanee  depart- 
mentaad  Patent  Office;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Poh- 
lio  Lands,  made  a  report  against  the  petitions  of 
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sundry  inbabitaDto  of  Lower  Sandusky,  in  the 
Scale  of  Obio,  aod  the  resolution  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  of  that  State  in  their  behalf,  and 
against  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Montgomery  county,  in  the  said  State  of  Obio ; 
which  reports  were  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  in  addition  to  an  ad  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  T.  Patterson  and  George  T. 
Ross,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
command,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment $  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time/and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
the  ransom  of  American  captires  of  the  late  war," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUNDRY  RBPORTS  AND  BILLS. 

Mr.  Yancst,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peyton  Short ; 
on  the  petition  of  Asa  Wells ;  and  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Williams ;— which  reports  were 
severally  read.  When  Mr.  Y.  reported  bills  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peyton  Short ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Wells ; 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams ; — 
which  said  bilU  were  severally  read  twiee,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze  and  Richaud. 

The  report  on  the  petition  of  Peyton  Short  is 
at  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  entered  into  a  contract  with  one 
Thomas  Marshally  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  to 
f^VBish  the  Government  with  a  large  quantity  of 
whiskey,  at  St.  6dl  per  gallon.  A  controversy  arising 
out  of  the  contract,  the  petitioner  was  sued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  federal  court  of  Kentucky ;  and,  at 
the  time  ^  trial,  being  ebeent  ftom  the  court,  his  ooan* 
eel  consented  that  Jo^ment  should  be  entered  against 
hiai  linr  five  hundred  dollara,  subject  to  the  equity  of 
hie  case.  The  petitioner  allerwaras,  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  judgment  of  the  oouit,  filed  a  bill  of  injuno- 
tion;  and,  upon  a  fiill  and  equitable  hearing  of  the 
cause,  the  court  decreed  that  then  was  a  balance 
against  the  petitioner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUaie 
seventeen  cents  and  nine  mills,  in  lavor  of  the  United 
Statee ;  and  that  the  balance  of  the  judgment  at  law, 
whidi  is  stated  at  one  hundred  and  eigh^-two  doUan 
two  cents  and  nine  mills,  should  be  perpetually  en« 
joined.  The  petitioner  diecha^ed  that  part  of  the  debt 
which  was  decreed  against  hun ;  but,  subsequent  to 
tibe  decree,  (to  wit,  in  rCovember,  1814,}  the  court  de- 
cided that  it  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  dismissed ;  upon  which,  an  execution 
iesued  against  the  property  of  the  petitioner  for  the 
balaiiee  of  the  judgment. 

It  appears,  from  a  copy  of  an  ezeeutkm  ftom  the  dik- 
triflt  eeurt  of  Kentucky,  that  the  petitiener  has  paid,  or 
is  Mady  to  pay,  the  balance  whidi  the  court  decreed 
against  him  when  his  cause  was  considered  as  in  a 
court  of  equity. 

The  cominittee«  assuming  as  a  Ikct  that  the  cause, 
when  it  was  heard  by  the  federal  court  as  a  court  of 
equity,  was  equitably  and  justly  decided  between  the 
public  and  a  cttisen,  have  not  considered  it  neceeeary 
to  investigate  the  original  merits  of  the  case.  Thej 
are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner,  having  paid  the 


amoont  decreed  againet  him,  ie  enlilled  to  feM»ii 
regards  the  balance  of  the  judgment  ait  law,  aodiefert 
abUltnthateflect. 

The  report  on  the  petition  of  Asn  WeUs  is  m 
follows : 

That,  in  the  year  1808,  the  petitioDer,  as  Geutanant, 
with  a  detachment  of  men  under  hie  cMBmaad^was 
ordered  by  ^e  Goremor  of  New  T<»k  to  OMRh  te 
Oenwgo,  in  that  State,  fer  the  parpoM  of  aadinf  tfaa 
collector  of  the  dielrict  and  pott  of  Oewog«,  id  the  ex- 
ecution of  tha  duties  and  powen  of  hie  «»fiee  ia  cb»* 
eating  the  laws  of  the  Onitad  States.     WlutotheM- 
titioner  wae  etatloBed  at  Oswego,  he  itjeawwl  ovfas 
ft-om  the  ooUeetor  of  the  pert  to  ptoeeed,  wilb  tha^ 
Atc  men,  to  Salmon  river  and  Big  Saady  cveek,  le 
eearch  for  potash,  or  any  other  articlea  which  a^|ht 
be  there  deposited,  indicating  a  belief  that  they  wsrs 
about  to  be  smuggled  into  Canada,  and  to  eeiae  boelt 
which  might  be  found  there  without  legnlar  pepen. 
Some  boats  were  found  at  Sandy  creek,  and  scsaed  liy 
the  petitioner  and  his  party.    Thoee  who  had  Ihem  ia 
posMBsion,  no  doubt,  from  dreoflastaiioes,  inteoded 
Tunning  them  off  as  soon  as  they  found  it  coavsnieot. 
The  masts,  sails,  and  oars  of  the  boat  weieeKraCed  in 
the  ad|acent  woods;  but  they  were  dieeotcnd,  and 
abo  eeiied    A  number  of  persona,  eoppeeed  to  he 
about  eighty,  assembled  and  demanded  of  the  petition- 
er and  his  men  that  the  property  which  had  been  seised 
ehould  be  rsetored,  and  sUting  their  determination,  if 
it  were  not  reetored,  to  take  it  by  fiMcs.    They  were 
ordered  to  disperse  and  retire;  and,  having  refased  to 
do  so,  ten  of  them  were  taken  by  the  petitioner,  and 
aent  to  the  ganiwn  at  Oswego^  and,  by  the  command* 
ing  oflieer  of  the  garrieon,  they  were  cent  to  the  jail 
in  Onondaga.    For  thie  proceeding  the  petitiooer  was 
sued,  in  ten  eevemi  eoit%  by  the  perty  he  had  aireeted ; 
and,  after  the  return  of  the  write  in  each  eaae,  and 
before  the  trial  of  the  cansei^  the  pleintiifc  lelt  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  euits  have  all  been  die> 
missed  for  the  want  of  praeecutioo  by  thoee  who  com- 
menced Uiem ;  tiie  conseooeaos  of  which  k,  thai  tha 
defendant.  In  each  case,  has  been  compelled  to  paj 
costs  to  the  amount  of  f488  95. 

The  law  of  the  State  of  Hew  Toik  anthorinoa  a 
reeident  citiaen  of  the  State  to  oommenoe  a  aait  with- 
out giving  eecuritj  for  the  payment  of  the  costs  if 
the  plaintiff  ehould  foil  in  the  suit.  But  if  one  who 
was  a  dtiien  at  the  oommencen^ent  of  the  soil  ro- 
movee  from  the  Slate,  he  may  be  compelled  to  give 
eeenrity  for  the  woeeculion  of  the  euiW  or  have  U 
dismissed;  and  if  the  counsel  of  the  plaintiff  should 
continue  to  proeecule  the  suit  after  the  plaintiff  has  le- 
mofod,  he  may  be  made  answerable  for  the  ooets  which 
may  have  aomd  after  removaL  The  counsel  in  thoto 
cseee  against  the  petitioner,  upon  this  principle,  vse 
compelled,  by  order  of  the  court,  to  pey  of  the  coits  in 
the  suiU  $it%  40. 

The  petitioner  prays  that  Congress  would  pey  lum 
the  sum  which  he  hss  been  compelled  to  pay  under 
theee  drcomstsnces. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  entitled  to  rehsC 
and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  WAR  LOSSES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  safferert  (on 
the  Niagara  frontier)  bv  the  late  war,  was  taken 
up  and  further  amended.    On  the  queatioD  to 
order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  iMaoAM  moved  to  ky  the  htfl  on  the  tamm, 
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iriocipnlly  oa  the  grooBd  that  there  was  »  hiW 
m  the  Mipe  subject  before  the  Seaate,  the  de- 
sisioD  on  whieh  was  materiallir  coaaected  with 
hat  now  before  the  Hoose.  The  motion  was 
apposed  by  Mr.  ClarKi  of  New  York,  sad  Mr, 
!}oLD.  and  supported  by  Mr.  I  nob  am  and  Mr. 
^iCKCRinG.  The  question  for  ^yiag  the  bill  on 
be  table  was  decided  in'  the  affirmative— -yeas 
.00,  nays  53*  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Mesirs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Beer,  Bar* 
lOur,  BssMtty  Bstemaa,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Biidseye» 
ireckeniidfe.  Brown,  Barwell,  Caldwell,  Canaan, 
Champion,  Chappell,  CUlay,  Clarke  of  North  Caro> 
aa,  Olavlon,  Clendeanin,  Coodiet»  Cook,  Cooper, 
?rawfi>r^  Cnlpeper,  Darliagton,  Daveaport,  Diekens, 
Sdwards,  Fiadley,  Forn^,  Gaslon,  voldsbofoagh, 
Soodwyn,  GrilBn,  Hahn,  Hala,  Haive%  Heistcr,  Hen- 
terson,  Herbert,  Hooks,  Hopkinson,  Hofor,  Han* 
^erfbrd,  Ingham,  Jewett,  Kuif ,  Lanadoa,Xaw,  Lewie, 
liittle,  Lowndes,  Lnmpkin,  Lyle,  WilliMn  P.  Madaj, 
Manb,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  Miller*  MUb,  Milnor, 
reramiah  Nelson,  Hugh  Nelton,  Thomas  M.  Nelson, 
fewton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
^feasants,  Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Ross,  Raggles,  8harpei 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Steams, 
krong,  Tate,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Voae,  Wallace,  Ward 
>f  MassochnsetU,  Wsrd  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
nrheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WUlUms,  Thos.  Wil- 
on,  Wright,  Wffl.  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messis.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Betts,  Birdsall, 
Irooks,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Clark 
it  New  Yoik,  ComstiMsk,  Conner,  Cieightoa,  Cro- 
iheron,  Desha,  Gold,  Hammond,  Hsvdin,  flairison, 
iendncks,  Hulbert,  Irring  of  New  fork,  Jackson, 
fohnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr 
»f  Virginia,  LoTett,  Lyon,  McLean,  Middleton.  Mofitt, 
iioore,  Ormsby,  Peter,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Roo^ 
lavage,  Schenck,  Shelby,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Bouth- 
ird,  Btnrges,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Townsend, 
Tyler,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wilkin,  Wil- 
DUghby,  and  Yates. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
ee  of  the  Whole  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
si?ii  expenses  of  the  United  States.  This  bill  is 
jfenerally  a  matter  of  form  and  detail  merely,  set- 
iog  apart  from  tbe  Treasury,  for  disbursements, 
lums  of  money  already  authorized  by  law  to  be 
|»id.  There  was  considerable  divcossioo  ou  some 
ninor  questions  arising  in  the  bitl|  particularly 
m  regard  to  the  payment  of  tbe  expenses  of  an 
idditional  clerk,  found  necessary  to  hare  been 
employed  in  the  office  of  tbe  Commissioner  of 
Diaims;  which  allowance  was  finally  agreed  to. 
The  Committee  rose,  reported  the  bill,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  14. 

Mr.  T Yi*ER  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer* 
chants  of  the  district  of  Richmond,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  of  owners  and  masters  of  vessels 
trading  to  and  from  the  said  district,  praying 
that  the  moneys  collected  in  said  district,  under 
the  act  for  tbe  relief  and  protection  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  may  be  expended  thereio.-*Re- 
ferred  to  tbe  Secretary  o£  Iht  Trcnaary. 


Tba  Spbakbh  nreaeated  a  petitkm  of  a  soeitty 
of  cadets  at  tbe  Military  Aeaaeonr  at  West  Pdint, 
called  the  ^Amotaphic  Sbete/y,^  praying  for  an 
act  of  incorporation ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Tbe  Bfbakeb  also  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabiunts  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  stating 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  run  a  fine  of  stages 
from  Baltimore,  by  Fredericktown,  and  over  the 
Cumberland  road  to  the  Ohio  river,  praying  that 
the  Poatnaaster  General  may  be  directed  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  them  for  tranaporting  the 
mail  on  tha  route  aforaaaid. — Referred  to  the 
Postmaster  Geaeral. 

Mr.  NawTOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Jdanufactures^  reported  a  bill  to  repeal 
ao  miiah  of  an  act,  entitled  '*Aa  act  to  rtgaiata 
the  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage/'  passed  April 
S7, 1816,  as  limiu  tha  layiag  and  coUeotiag  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  an 
certain  goods,  to  the  30ih  Juae,  1819 ;  -which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  tha  Committte  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  iacreaaa  tha  di|iy  oa 
iron  in  bars  aad  bolts.  • 

The  SpgAKaa  laid  before  tba  House  a  latter 
from  ihe  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to 
the  resolulioa  reouesting  him  to  report  Che  raasoas 
why  the  militia  nnea  incurred  under  the  lata  call 
ot  the  militia  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  are  not  finally  collected.  [Stating  that  by 
refereiice  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  February  28^ 
1796,  ittd  the  2d  of  February,  1813,  the  War  De- 
par  tibent  has  no  control  in  relation  to  the  eollee- 
tion  of  fines  assessed  by  courts  martial,  apaointad 
for  the  trial  of  delinquent  militiamen,  aad  there- 
fore tbe  department  cannot  Airnish  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  resolution.] 

The  SnaKBR  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  (be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  showing  the  quantity  of 
public*ands  sold,  and  the  receipts  therefor,  in  the 
States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  the  lUiaois  and 
Mississippi  Territories,  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  30(h  of  September,  1816 ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARara,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  any 
information  in  the  possession  of  that  department 
relative  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setu,  for  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  militia 
ordered  out  by  the  Executive  authority  of  th»t 
Stale  during  the  late  war. 

INTERNAL  DUTISa 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the 
following  resolution : 

Bmolvedf  That  the  internal  duties  be  lepealad,  and 
that  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  ibr  that  purpoie. 

The  questioa  of  considering  the  rasolntioa, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84,  naysSi, 
as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Meaara.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baylies*  Bea- 
nett,  BirdsaUi  Biidseye,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cady, 
Cannon,  Carr  of  Maas.,  Cilley,  Clark  of.  New  York, 
Cjandeimi^f   Cooperi   Culpi^er,   Deaha»  fidwards, 
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Sirfind,  Irwin. of  P«bbijItaqmi,  Jewett,  Johaaon  «f 
entudLjt  Kenl^  Kerr  of  ViigiDW,  King,  Lsagdon, 
Law,  LUtle,  Lovett,  Lampkin,  Lyle,  Ljon,  Manh, 
MasoDt  MeCoj,  McKee,  McLean,  Mill*,  Milnor,  llof* 
fitt,  Moore,  Jeremiah  NelaoQ,  Newton,  Nojea,  Pania, 
Peter,  Pickens,  Pleasanta,  Powell,  Reed,  BeynoUb; 
Rice,  Roane,  Rug^ee,  8harpe,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Steams,  Strong,  Taggmrt,  Tanl,  Tel&ir, 
Thomas,  Tjler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Toik, 
Wheaton,  Whiteside,  WHeox,  Williams,  Willoaghby, 
and  Wm.  Wilson. 

Nats— Mesen.  Adgate,  Ardier,  Baer,  BariMor, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Breckenridge,  Caldwell,  Cdhoan, 
Oomstoek,  Oondiel,  Davenport,  Findiejr*  Faraey,  Good* 
wjn,  CWfia,  fiahtt,  Ingham,  Lowndes,  VnUiam  P« 
If  eLemi,  Middieloii,  MlUer,  Thomas  M.  Nelaoa,  Orms- 
fav,  IMcrtBon,  Sool,  Saitage,  Schsnck,  Tdlmadge, 
l>jler  ^  New  York,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Weodwaid,  tad 


A  debute  of  some  length  etsaed  on  the  adep* 
lion  of  the  resolotion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  liarylaadi  moTed  to  lay  the  res* 
olotion  on  the  table;  but  the  debate  contiDaing, 
before  the  question  was  taken  theteon, 

Mff  LowHDSs  mov«d  to  prooeed  lo  the  orders 
of  the  day ;  which  taotion  was  decided  in  the 
ofinnatiTe— yeas  73,  nays  72,  as  follows: 

YsA»— Measrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Barixmr,  Baisett, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdseye,  Breekenridge, 
Brown,  OaldweU,  Calhonn,  Chappetl,  Clark,  of  New 
Teik,  Clayton,  ComslMk,  Coodict,  Cooper,  Crai|^- 
ton,  DaTonport,  FIndley,  Fomej,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Geed- 
wya,  Grifl&n,  Haha,  Harrison,  Hendrioks,  Hnger,  I«g* 
hmn,  Irving  of  Now  Yoik,  Johnson  of  Kenlacky ,  Kerr 
of  Viigiaia,  Law,  Little,  Lowndes,  William  P.  Ma- 
cUy,  McLean,  Middletoa,  Miller,  MiUe,  Moseley,  J. 
Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormshj,  Pickens, 
Pickering*  Pleasants,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Roggles, 
Savage,  Scbenok,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  South* 
ard,  Steams,  TaUmadge,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townsend,  Tvler,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willough* 
by,  Thomas  Wilson,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Naxs-— Messm.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Bay* 
lies,  Birdsall«  Bleun^  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Bryan, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Cannon,  Carr  of  Massachusetts,  Cham- 
pion, Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Cook# 
Culpeper,  Desha,  Pickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Ctolds- 
borougb,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hen- 
derson, Herbert,  Hooks,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Johnson 
of  Yuginia,  Kent^  King,  Langdon,  Lorett,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Lyen,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  MUnor, 
Moffitt,  Moore,  Hggh  NelMO,  Noyes,  Parris,  Peter, 
Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Roanef  Root,  Sharpe,.  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Taggart, 
Thomas,  Vose,  WaUace,  WaM  of  New  York,  Whea- 
ton, Whiteside,  Wtteox,  Williams,  ^  Wm. 


APPROPRIATION  aOLLS. 

Mr.  Cahn ON  then  moved  that  the  order  of  the 
d«^  being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  porpoie  of  taking  up  the  re* 
aoluiioo,  suhmtttod  some  weeks  ainoe,  deolafiog 
it  expedient  to  redoee  the  Army. 

After  soaae^ettMlon  on  the  proprieCF  of  poat'^ 


poatng  4ho  vOppiopriatioB  bill,  Ibr  Clw  eMtet 
uTowed  by  the  mover,  the  qveatios  was  ta!iaa 
thereon,  and  decided  iir  the  negative  ayea  Si, 
nays  73 ;  and  the  Hooae  then  proeeedcrf  to  dK 
oonsideratioo  of  the  appeopriatioft  hiU  mmF  dK 
amendmenis  reported  by  the  CoMmiaeeoif  dbe 
Whole  thereon. 

The  noMndments  were  varioaalf  dtaposad  of, 
and  the  only  considerable  departure  froai  the  ic- 
port  of  the  ComoMUee  of  4he  Whole  wm  the 
redaction  of  the  apwopriMoa  of  |pR,000  for  «■• 
ieffoonrse  with  the  ISarhary  Powera.  Thissam 
was  BUioken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Umrr,  who 
then  moved  to  fin  the  htti  with  980,000;  it  vat, 
hoOrever,  filied,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IwgwAif,  wtih 
t4nrfiOO,  f  the  aom  aoproprinted  loot  yenr^)  aad 
then  Che  mil  w«e  offcVtd  to  be  engnMsod  for  t 
third  retd}og. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  aathortzmg  the  tale 
of  certain  groonds  beh>nging  to  the  United  3utes 
fn  the  city  of  Washfogtoo,  was  rend  the  tbird 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resdived  iisdf  into  n  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  makii^  appio- 
priations  for  the  military  service. 

This  bill  is  usually  considered  «a  a  aaatter  of 
form,  and  the  blanks  in  it  filled  of  cottfie  with 
the  esiimatea  from  the  proper  Defwtmeaia 

Some  debate,  took  pfaee,  iacidaaitlfy,  on  the 
practice,  tHMhorlsed  by  law,  and  heracofora  fee- 
vailing,  to  a  great  eateat,  of  traulcning  nppfo- 
piietions  from  ode  biaaeh  of  aerviee  to  aaotber, 
a  pfaatiee  whioh  was  maeh  diMipproved.  Some 
aaimadvevstons  were  also  made  on  the  expeases 
of  the  Gkrrernme&c,  prooonoeed  to  be  of  over- 
growa  amontit,  and  reqairfogeurtatlmeot.  This 
debate  was  abstract  in 'its  aaitire,  applied  |iartie- 
ttlariy  to  BO  proposition  before  Che  Hoose,  hot  to 
others  which  had  been  suggested  Ibr  secunag  uc' 
coaiitability  for  the  pobiic  money,  and  the  rigid 
applioatiou  of  appropriatioat  to  apecifie  4>bjecu. 
Particular  objection  was  also  made  to  ihe  amount 
of  appropriation  for  the  Ctaanermaattt'a  depart- 
ment for  the  Northern  and  Soulhern  diviaionx, 
which  was  pronoanced  enormous,  and  under 
which,  it  is  said,  without  further  appropriatioa 
by  law,  extensive  barracks  have  beea  bailie  undiei 
the  authority  of  the  War  Department.  The  ap- 
propriation for  the  ftoartermasieHa  de^rtoieat 
of  the  Southern  division,  (M50,000,)  recommen- 
ded io  the  ettimateof  the  War  Department,  was 
rejected  by  a  few  votes,  on  the  grouod  of  its 
large  amount,  and  the  want  of  reguiatioo  io  that 
department ;  but  was  soon  afterwarda  reeoasid- 
ered,  an<L  after  further  debate,  agreed  to  by  a 
large  majority. 

[The  gentlemen  who  took  part  in  the  debate, 
were  Messrs.  LoWNOEe,  OALOona,  StUTH,  ct 
Maryland.  McKaa,  HAaaiBoa,  and  JobhooiTi  of 
Keatucky.] 

The  follolviag  ia  the  sohttaaee  of  Mr.  Cal- 
Hdm'B  ohservationa : 

Mr.  CaiAOUH  called  the  atlentioQ  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  correspondence  betweeb  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  aad  Moans  and  the  aettag  Sec- 
retary of  War.  ItaeemadhythateorreaiMadeoee 
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b«t,  btsite  ether  iaguaoto  ef  irtnlm  of  the 
eooey  appropriated  byCoDcrew,  firospn  the  oh- 
ecu  to  which  it  wae  iatendei,  to  soaie  other  net 
(ODtempiated,  the  nnooef  eppropriated  to  the 
iODstraetion  of  arseaali  bad  io  part  been  applied 
o  the  repairtag  of  arms  aad  ertetin;  aeeeauae- 
ations  for  the  ftaartermasters.  These  night  be 
iroper  objects  of  eipeoditore.  This  mas  not  the 
oiBt  of  bis  censure.  He  objected  that  the  mooe^ 
lad  sot  been  applied  to  the  objects  for  idiieh  it 
ras  appropriated.  It  was  a  sheer  abuse  of  poweri 
lot  JQstified  bf  the  existing  laws,  as  lax  as  th«y 
infortuoatelfr  are  oo  this  point.  The  law  aa- 
horiset  a  transfer  (under  the  ionmediate  diiec- 
idD  of  the  President)  of  the  aMHiey  appropriated, 
rem  ope  object  to  another  object  elsoanihoriied ; 
;ad  in  eeerj  instanoei  i»  which  it  is  net  done  bj 
lis  aniboriijr,  or  in  which  it  is  applied  to  an  eb- 
ect  not  aothoriBSd,  or  where  there  has  been  a 
ransicr  of  appropriation  from  an  objeet,  without 
here  being  a  surplus  of  the  sum  appropriated  to 
hat  ebjeet^  he  conceieed  it  to  be  an  abuse.    The 
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Dtreduoe  confusion  and  nfauses  in  the  disbuiee- 
nents  of  the  public  money.  He  regretted  that 
he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Menus  had  not  aoled 
)n  the  resolution  which  he  introdaced  on  this 
(Object  at  an  early  period  of  the  session ;  and,  as 
ate  as  it  was,  he  hoped  that  they  would  report 
lefore  its  termination. 

Every  one,  snid  he,  who  has  been  a  cMmber  of 
iiis  Hotise  long  enough  to  make  the  observation, 
nust  be  struck  with  the  different  degrees  of  at* 
tention  which  an  appropriation  and  a  tax  bill  ex- 
sites.  To  the  latter  there  is  all  attention,  while 
he  ibrmer  excites  less  than  most  others;  in  fact 
;here  are  few  bilU  that  excite  less.  What  pro- 
luces  this  diflereoee?  It  is  not  because  one  is 
ess  important  than  the  other.  If  in  this  respect 
there  is  any  difference,  he  conceived  that  the 
former  was  most  im portent.  In  Isyiog  a  tax, 
there  might  iadeed  be  danger  of  oppresttioa,  but 
if  the  appropriatioa  is  made  to  uselesa  objects,  or. 
what  is  wone,  if  the  public  officers  are  permitied 
u>  abuse  their  trust  and  squander  the  public  mo- 
sey, It  is  lost  to  the  community.  Why,  theni 
the  difference  of  interest  which  they  excite  ?  It 
is  to  be  found  in  a  difference  of  their  nature. 
The  people  know  and  feel  the  nmooni  of  tajies. 
It  is  generally  unpopular  to  Jay  them,  and  popn* 
iar  to  repeal.  Slunulaied  by  these  motives,  there 
are  many  who  are  ready  to  prove  their  zeal  in 
this  particular  service ;  and  to  move  their  repeal 
whenever  they  can  be  sfMired,  and  even  when 
they  cannot  without  manifest  detriment  to  the 
nublic.  Very  different  is  the  case  of  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money.  Whether  that 
is  done  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest, 
or  whether  it  is  fairly  aad  honestly  applied,  are 
facts  that  excite  in  the  people  far  less  interest, 
because  they  are  not  so  open  to  public  obaerva- 
tioo.  If  the  member  who  devoied  hia  labor  to 
the  examinntion  of  the  public  accounts  and  the 
collecting  ef  abncei  was  ai  eeriain  .10  reap  the 


leumid  cf  popular  flavor  as  he  who  moved  tlw 
repeal  of  taxes,  there  would  net  exist  so  many 
abuses  as  there  now  are. 

If  the  memher  from  North  Carolina  f  Mr.  WiL- 
uAmb)  really  wishes  to  render  the  public  essen- 
tial serviee,  let  him  torn  his  attention  to  the  bill 
now  before  the  House,  and  not  to  the  repealing 
of  the  taxes,  before  he  knows  whether  they  can 
be  spared  or  net.  This  is  the  real  path  of  patri- 
otism, aad,  as  the  path  of  duty  usually  is,  ragged 
aad  steep.  It  is  in  the  disbursements  of  the  pub- 
lic money  that  those  daofferous  disorders  liist 
strike,  wttioh  finally  end  in  the  destruction  of 
lihesiy.  Abuses  of  this  kind  cannot  he  permit- 
ted without  eodangferiog  the  principlee  of  our 
Constitution.  It  is  in  their  nature  to  grow ;  and 
what  waaembcotlcmenl  at  first  becomes  right  In 
n  km  years.  It  is  thus,  if  tolerated,  an  interest 
will  grow  in  favor  of  abuses,  which,  from  Us 
aature,  naast  ever  be  opposed  to  the  power  and 
reputation  of  this  House.  Th^  who  fatten  en 
the  public  will  be  persuaded  that,  by  destroyiug 
yanr  political  weight,  they  not  only  render  tbem- 
selvea  secure  in  their  lawless  gain,  but  that  they 
may  be  greatly  enlarged.  Such  an  interest  is 
ever  in  favor  of  the  power  of  a  siagie  raler. 
Hence  is  the  necessii)r  on  our  part,  as  4he  guar* 
dtaas  of  the  community,  to  be  vigilant,  to  sop- 
prem  the  first  symptoms  of  abuse.  We  have  the 
sole  power  Co  raise  and  apply  money.  It  is  the 
sinew  of  our  strength.  Not  a  ceat  of  money 
ought  to  be  applied,  but  by-^our  dirc«tion,  and 
under  our  control,  iiow  stands  the  faet  ?  We 
are  told  that  most  extensive  and  superb  slooe  bur- 
racka,  sufficient  to  receive  two  thousand  troops, 
hnve.  the  last  year,  been  erected  near  SacketiPs 
Harbor,  thoueh  not  a  cent  was  appropriated  to 
thb  object.  It  is  even  reported  to  have  been 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment It  is  furth«fr  stated  that  a  military  road  is 
eonstructing  from  Detroit  to  Ohio.  The  bur- 
racks  and  road  may  be  proper ;  if  the  soldiers  are 
to  be  employed  on  them,  it  is  much  better  than 
an  idle  garrison  life,  la  fact,  he  know  not  how 
the  military  can,  in  peace,  be  better  employed 
than  in  constructing  of  such  roads  as  may  be 
•useful  in  war.  It  was  not  to  the  thing  itself  that 
he  o^ected.  He  censured  the  applloatiou  of  the 
public  money  to  such  objects,  without  ever  sub- 
mi  tiiog  tho  question  to  Coogreas.  It  is  an  evil 
that  eaanot  be  tolerated,  unless  we  are  ready  to 
become  mere  cyphers.  These  were  not  the  only 
abuaes.  There  were  many,  he  feamd,  particu- 
larly in  the  Array. 

In  making  these  aiatemenu,  Mr.  C.  was  actu- 
ated by  no  ill  will  to  any  one.  If  it  had  been 
his  misfortune  to  feel  such,  he  could  not  be  aetu- 
•ted  by  it  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 
without  forget  ting  all  his  principles.  He  stalea 
themaimply  because  he  thought  the  best  intermt 
of  the  counuy  required  that  they  abuutd  be 
known  aad  correctrd.  He  could  not  agree  with 
his  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  MoKaa)  that  all 
efforts  at  correcting  soch  abuses  are  hupelem. 
He  saya  it  has  not  been*  dene;  aad  concludes 
Ihere&ire  that  it  ennnot.    Mr4X).theugh|  differ- 
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ently.  There  bM  been  notbiag  like  a  eoneeo- 
trated  and  steady  effort  to  efiect  the  euie;  nor 
bad  the  times  erer  been  so  propitioat.  When 
party  spirit  is  high,  it  is  rery  diffiealt  to  under- 
take rdbrmaticms  oC  this  kind,  Factioas  riews 
are  sure  to  be  attri bated,  and  attributed  with  sae- 
eess,  to  the  member  who  attempts  it.  Happily 
for  08  party  spirit  has,  in  a  great  measure,  dis- 
appeared. We  have  p^ce  not  only  abroad,  but 
at  home.  Now,  then,  is  the  moment  for  this 
most  salutary  work.  A  proper  degree  of  labor 
and  firmness  cannot  fail  of  suceess.  Very  mcl* 
ancholy  indeed  would  be  our  situation,  if  the 
eril  were  too  inveterate  to  be  cured  but  by  lop- 
ping off  the  whole  strength  of  the  QoTerament, 
as  proposed  by  some.  What,  then,  are  the  means 
wmch  he  proposed?  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  C. 
conceived  it  to  be  indispensable  that  our  appro* 
priacions  should  be  made  in  qaany  respects  more 
snecific.  He  rejoiced  to  see  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  commence  this  system  in  the 
Ordnance  department,  and  hoped  they  would  ex- 
tend it  to  the  CLoarteimaster's,  and  Co  other 
heads  where  a  general  approprtation  was  now 
made.  But  specific  appropriations  were  of  no 
avail,  under  our  present  system  of  transfers.  If 
that  power  of  dispensing  with  law  is  to  continue, 
be  would  be  adverse  to  any  estimates,  but  would 
put  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  to  be  used  as  he  thought 
proper.  It  is  then  inaispeosable,  that  the  right  of 
transferring,  or  rather  dispensing  with  appropria- 
tion, be  repealed  and  prohibited.  In  the  next 
place,  the  year  for  the  appropriation  and  for  ex- 
penditure should  coincide.  As  it  now  stands, 
the  appropriation  is  made  for  the  year  com- 
mencing the  first  of  January,  and  the  expendi- 
ture, fur  what  is  called  the  fiscal,  commencing 
the  1st  of  October.  The  effect  is,  that  we  can 
never,  without  great  labor,  compare  the  appro- 
priation of  money  to  an  object,  with  the  expen- 
diture. They  both  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
made  for  the  fiscal  year ;  and,  if  we  will  insist 
that  the  accounts  of  expenditures  be  fuUy  made 
up  and  laid  before  us  early  every  session,  it  will 
of  itself  do  mucb  to  reform.  6ttt  to  give  the 
measures  full  success,  we  must  proceed  one  step 
further.  The  committees  appointed  at  the  last 
session,  on  expenditures,  must  go  to  the  respect- 
ive officer*,  and  descend  into  the  details.  This  is 
indispensable^  and  it  ought  to  be  their  duty  to 
report  the  state  of  the  expenditure  fully  to  this 
House.  He  regretted  that  they  had  not  done  eo 
this  session.  If  these  steps  be  pursued,  and  if 
the  members  of  this  House  will  turn  their  dis- 
pleasure against  any  officer,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  who  permiu  abuses,  a  great  and  im-* 
mediate  reform  must  be  the  immediate  effect. 
We  shall,  then,  no  longer  hear  of  arrearages,  and 
accounu  unsettled  for  years.  Abuses  will  thus 
be  corrected  in  the  infanciy,  end  the  purity  of 
our  institutions  preserved.  He  could  not  give 
into  the  system  that  to  prevent  abuses  the  uxes 
must  be  abolished.  He  saw  no  termination  to 
the  system,  but  in  an  entire  prostration  of  the 
power  of  Qovcniment.    In  his  opinion^  our  rela- 1 


tion  to  the  rest  of  Ibe  world  did  not  admit  of 
that  system.  We  stand  alone ;  all  other  estab- 
lished Governments  were  entirely  dtasimilar  frooi 
ours.  We  ought  to  be  the  stfoiu[  mas  armel 
We  knew  not  when  the  whole  of  our  strength 
might  be  needed.  He  was  not  ao  alarmist ;  hot 
in  his  opinion  self-defence  is  the  first  of  poltttcal 
duties.  He  hoped  that  peac^  moderauoa,  and 
justice,  would  ever  be  pursued  bjr  oar  couneils ; 
and  that  the  fruit  would  be  exenaptioa  friNa  war. 
But  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  wmsl  His 
policy  was  to  draw  ireely  from  the  people  when 
tbe  public  interest  requires  it;  but  to  see  that  the 
public  money  be  truly,  wisely,  and  economically 
applied.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  membtt 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Wiujawa,)  in  dis- 
pensing with  the  intenwl  taxes.  losicad  of  that 
system,  let  us  maintain  ihem,  and  apply  as  much 
of  our  revenue  as  possible  to  the  diaeharge  of  the 
publio  debts.  He  was  no  friend  to  a  debt,  iaige 
or  small.  He  wished  It  to  be  paid  off  to  the  last 
cent  immediately.  Behold  in  SogUad  the  iiiu- 
mate  effects  of  a  debt  aocumolatiag  from  ace  to 
age  I  A  population  of  the  most  aoparalleled  in- 
dustry bowed  to  the  dust  by  the  pressoic.  Let 
us  profit  by  the  example,  and,  in  this  moment  of 

Sace  and  prusperity,  reonove  the  public  harden, 
aving  performed  this  act  of  justice  to  posterity, 
we  then  may  make  reductions  in  the  amount  of 
taxes,  both  external  and  internal;  aad,  should  it 
be  our  misfortune  tor  be  involved  in  hostility,  we 
would  fiod  ourselves  freed  from  debt,  and  with 
perfect  method  and  economy  introduced  into  our 
money  transactions.  Thus  happily  situated,  the 
full  energy  of  the  public  power  might  be  exe- 
cuted, and  danger  be  met  with  a  greater  prospect 
of  success. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  throogb,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  eqgioaaed 
for  a  third  reading. 

SATuaoAT,  February  15. 

Mr.  Halb  presented  a  petitloa  of  sandry  mer- 
chants of  Porumouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, stating  that  previous  to  the  year  1800,  maoy 
of  their  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  were  captured 
'by  French  cruisers,  and  condemned  by  the  K reach 
tribunals,  aad  that  their  claims  to  indemnity  on 
the  French  Qovemment  were  abandoned  by  the 
Government  of  the ~United  States,  in  the  conven- 
tion of  1850 ;  and  praying  such  relief  in  the  pre- 
mises as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jaokuon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  in  pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  '*  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  cvomttttng-  the  votes  for  Presideot  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  fui^^ 
the  persons  elected  of  their  election,''  msde  a 
further  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PtoEBMo,  from  the  Committee  os  Public 
Expenditures,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Colonel  James  Thomas,  late  a  CUiartcimastcr 
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Qenermi  in  ilM  af  mtcs  of  tk«  United  Stttes,  and 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  made  at  the 
Imai  session  upon  the  settlement  of  bis  accoants, 
made  a  detailed  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  onlered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PiouHS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  that  part  of  the  petition  of  the 
said  Colonel  Thomas,  which  relates  to  his  claim 
for  eztra-official  serrices  and  for  expenses  in- 
enired  in  transporting  his  bagpige ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concnrred  ib  hj  the  House,  ns  follows : 

Aesoioec^  That  the  claims  of  Colonel  Thomas, 
referred  to  m  his  petition,  for  extra  services  and 
expenses,  oqght  not  to  be  allowed. 

Iklr.  JoBHaoM,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  r^erred  the  bill  from  the 
Sennt^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacint 
lAYal,*^  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 


The  Spbaxbr  also  lai4  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting infonnation  respecting  the  expense  of  the 
MiliUry  Academy  at  West  Point,  from  the  year 
1801,  to  1816;  the  namber  of  students  educated 
at  the  said  academy,  and  of  the  number  of  those 
who  have- been  appointed  officers  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  rendlered  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  25th  ultimo ;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littls^  the  Acting  Secretary 
of  War  was  ordered  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  the  official  report  made  to  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General,  and  by  whom  made, 
of  the  mutiny  said  to  have  taken  place  at  Nor- 
folk, of  a  part  of  the  late  38th  United  States'  regi*^ 
raent  of  infiatry,  together  with  the  names  and 
number  of  those  concerned  in  said  mutiny. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EnwAnns,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  inatructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  impo- 
sing duties  on  distilleries,  so  as  to  allow  persons 
distilling  spirits  from  fruit  the  option  of  paying 
the  dnty  on  the  quantity  distilled. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Bbttb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  and  usual  disposition  of  the  funds  under 
control  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  from  the 
officers  of  those  eourta  additional  securities  in  re- 
lation to  such  funds. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  ''An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Gtoremment  for 
the  year  1817,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  unfinished  bosi- 
aess  of  yesterday — being  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1817. 

The  bill  underwent  some  changes  in  committee, 
besidea  the  necessary  duljr  of  filCng  the  blanks— 
amongst  them,  the  rejection  of  the  section  mak- 
14th  Con.  Sd  Si:as. — 31 


ing  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  and  com- 
pletion ot  buildiogs  at  West  Point,  which  motion 
was  sustained  on  the  ground,  that  the  buildings 
had  been  commenced  without  authority  from  the 
Government  $  that  it  was  necessary  to  authorize 
and  control  all  the  public  expenditures ;  and  that 
the  appropriation  of  (47,000  was  now  asked  for, 
without  snowing  how  the  large  Uppropriation  of 
last  year  had  been  expended,  &c.  Tne  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Calhodii  and  Mr.  Eowabos. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the 
several  appropriations  moved  to  be  inserted  in  the 
bill,  for  the  Military  Establishment,  dbe.,  and  a 
very  active  disposition  was  manifested  by  the 
House  to  scrutanize  into  the  expenditure  of  former 
appropriations,  and  into  the  necessity  of  those  now 
called  for ;  as  well  as  to  reduce  the  appropriations 
to  distinct  and  well  defined  heads,  rather  than  to 
make  general  appropriations  for  several  objects. 

The  Committee  having  ^one  through  this  bill, 
took  up  successively  the  bill  making  additional 
appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army 
and  militia  during  the  late  .war;  and  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  tor  the  year  1817}  which  unoerwent  the 
same  course  of  investigation;  after  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  reported  the 
several  bills,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  successively  these  bills,  as 
amended,  and  after  spending  considerable  time 
in  busily  considering  the  various  amendments, 
and  disposing  of  the  same,  the  bills  were  sei^erally 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


MoNPAT,  February  17. 

Mr.  LowNoaa,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War.  and  Navy  Departments;"  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PLBASANT8,from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  refened  the  petition  of  Cap* 
tain  Teakle  Savage,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  pavmentof  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle  Sava^ 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKeg,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  24th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  repealing  the  act 
passed  on  the  22d  day  of  April  1800,  and  fixing 
the  command  of  the  corps  of  marines ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  coitimitted  to  the  C^mmittae  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
providing  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts. 

Mr.  McKbb.  from  the  same  committae,  a)so 
reported  a  bill  repealing  the  act  entitled,  **An  act 
for  the  safe-keeping  and  accommodation  of  pris- 
oners of  war,"  passed  on  the  6th  July,  1812; 
which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  be 
iread  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Committee-  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
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expediescy  of  making  Airtber  proTisioii  by  law 
for  regulating  the  fees  of  district  attorneys  of  the 
United  States. 

INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  pro- 
position, snhmitted  Vy  Mr.  Williamb  a  few  oays 
ago^  that  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  internal 
dnciee. 

Mr.  JoBRaoif ,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the 
resolution  on  your  uUe,  and  those  by  whom  it 
is  supported,  diould  haro  experienced  such  un- 
merited treatment.  How  long,  sir,  has  it  been 
aettied,  that  the  righu  and  the  interests  of  the 
American  people  shall  be  exclusiTely  confided  to 
the  ftw  members  of  this  House  who  compose  its 
etandtng committees:  or,  more  pecoliarljr,  to  the 
still  smaller  number  appointed  to  preside  over 
these  committees?  Is  it  presumptuous,  or  crimi- 
nal, in  any  other  member  of  this  body,  to  submit 
a  proposition,  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
promote  the  interest,  the  prosperity,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  nation?  Are  the  laws  imposing 
taxes  to  remain  fixed  and  unalterable,  except  by 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Cemmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  by  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  the  chairman  of  some  other  im- 
portant standing  committee?  Shall  no  other 
member  dare  to  propose  the  repeal  of  any  reve- 
nue law,  lest  he  be  denounced  as  a  miserable 
time-serving  trimmer,  and  hunter  after  popular- 
ity? and  by  gentlemen  who  are  perpetually  aver- 
ring the  purity  of  their  own  motives ;  who  repre- 
sent themselves  as  the  disinterested  guardians  of 
the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  people;  who  as- 
sure us,  that  they  regard  popularity  as  light  as 
air,  and  still  seem  to  consider  it  so  delightful  fo 
float  on  Che  popular  wave,  that  others  would  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  their  principles,  their  in- 
tegrity, and  their  honor  in  order  to  catch  the  de- 
lightful breexe.  and  to  noat  on  the  current. 

I  deem  it  not  only  the  right,  but  the  sacred 
und  indispensable  duty  of  every  member  of  this 
House,  aner  he  shall  be  satisfied,  from  a  careful, 
an  accurate,  and  a  dispassionate  investigation  of 
the  state  and  situation  of  the  funds  and  resoarces 
of  the  nation,  that  the  proceeds  of  a  particular 
tax,  or  system  of  taxes,  are  no  longer  necessary, 
either  to  a  liberal  and  honoraUe  compliance 
with  existing  contracts  and  engagements,  or  to 
an  expenditure  suited  to  the  resources  and  the 
dignity  of  the  nation,  to  use  his  exertions  to  re- 
lieve bis  constituents  from  the  tax,  or  system  of 
taxes. 

Permit  me  to  inquire  whether  either  of  these 
objects  renders  a  continuance  of  the  internal 
taxes  and  duties  necessary?  I  presume  that  I 
shall  be  called  on  for  my  system'of  finance,  and 
be  told  by  some  stickler  for  national  honor — by 
some  gentleman  who,  during  this  period  of  sun- 
shine and  prosperity,  has  suddenly  become  a 
warm  advocate  for  national  integrity  and  honor, 
and  who,  during  the  war,  either  forgot  that  the 
^  nation  had  any  honor  to  preserve,  or  who,  during 


that  period  of  tempest,  tmorlf  diaaef aided  the 
nation's  bonoi^^that  it  is  very  coBataon  fiw  yoaag 
politicians  to  propose  the  repeal  of  lawa  insposiaf 
texes,  without  eonsidering,  or  attempiin^  so  ahov, 
how  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  enn  he  dispensei 
with,  or  the  adequate  and  nscnssary  amooae  de- 
rived from  other  sources  of  revenue.  Sir,  I  linve 
not  the  vanity  to  submit  a  scheme  of  fiaanee; 
nor  is  it  necessary  that  I  should  solnut  sack  a 
system.  I  b^  leave  to  rdbr  to  the  anuaal  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaoryy  and  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Menns^made 
oa  the  14th  of  January^  1817.  From  tkeae  isca- 
ments,  it  is  not  only  nurly  infermble,  bat  demsa 
strable,  that»  for  no  Imtimate  (»bj6et  of  the  Gor- 
emment,  either  in  reference  to  its  eclating  detes 
and  contracts,  or  lor  any  neecssary  expenditofe. 
can  it  be  required  to  oontiniie  this  ineonveniea^ 
vexatious  and  oppressive  train  of  intarwd  laxck 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  pteoeats  u%  ia 
bis  annual  report,  with  a  scheme  of  finance  for 
the  next  four  years.  By  his  estimntr,  nfier  meet- 
ing, with  ^ood  £sith,  every  pablie  engymeat, 
and  extending  to  the  public  oreditocs  a  lihecality 
which  they  neither  merited  oor  had  a  right  to 
expect,  at  the  end  of  the  next  Ibar  years,  an  cx- 
of  revenue,  beyond  the  aeecasary  expendi- 


ture, of  eight  miltibns  four  hondiod  thoosuBd 


dollars,  will  remain  to  the  Cknremment,  (t 
annual  report,  page  13.)  This  estimate  (let  it  be 
remembered — i  Impe  it  will  be  reeoUeeted  by  the 
House)  is  based  on  the  foUowiag  principks,  viz: 
the  Peace  Bstablishmeot  to  remain  as  fixed  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session ;  the  Army  to  be  kept 
up  at  ten  thousand  men ;  the  apfMopriaJUon  for 
the  gradual  inoreaee  of  the  Navy  to  oonttnoe; 
and  an  addition  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
made  to  the  Sinking  Fund;  two  miHiona  to  be 
permanently  added  to  the  Sinking*  Foad;  one 
million  to  be  paid  lo  the  Commisaioaers  of  the 
Sinking  Fond  anansJly,  out  of  any  naoney  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  if  such  pay- 
ment can  be  made ;  leaving  a  balance,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  of  (2,000,000  in  the  Tteaaary :  which 
additional  sum  shall  be  applied  lo  the  reaeasptioa 
or  purchase  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.  Ic  is 
known,  to  all  who  have  attended  to  the  sabiect 
that  every  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  makinf 
an  estimate  for  any  given  number  of- years,  al- 
ways estimates  the  expeaditnics  of  the  Qovam- 
ment  at  the  largest  sum  aothoriied,  or  likely  to 
be  authorized,  within  thnt  period;  aad  estimates 
the  probable  reeeipto  duiiagtbe  same  penod  at 
the  smallest  possible  sum%  This  is  rendered  ac- 
cessary, not  only  by  nrudenoe,  but  by  a  proper 
respect  for  justice,  and  a  due  rexard  to  the  pease 
ano  tranquillity  or  the  nation.  In  support  of  this 
proposition,  I  have  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  expsessed  in  their  report  of 
the  14th  of  January,  1817,  and  the  face  resaltiag 
from  the  report  of  the  late  Secretary,  Mr.  Ihilas: 
in  his  annual  report  for  the  vear  1815,  he  esiiina- 
ted  the  revenue  which  would  accrue,  dahng  the 
year  1816,  fHm  the  customs,  at  $17,qOO,OQa 
The  actual  excess  in  the  customs,  heyoad  thi 
estimate  of  1815,  was  $15,000,000 ;  this  W  provsi 
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f  the  last  aaaual  report.  Ai^ly  ifaii  rcMomng 
0  the  present  Seereianr's  eetimaie  for  the  nttt 
Bar  fears.  Take  the  estiBiate  ior  the  year  181&— 
he  customs  are^  in  that  yxar,  estimated  at  #10,- 
00,000;  a  rednetioa  in  that  source  of  rerenae  of 
ireDtjr  millioiis  of  dollars,  a  som  rery  nearly 
iooble  the  amooot  which  it  is  estimated  will  be 
BceiTed  i&to  the  Treeiary  daring  that  year.  Is 
i  reaaooable,  caa  it  be  betiaved,  however  iatem- 
erate  the  spirit  of  speoalation  may  baie  been 
ince  the  return  of  peace,  that  in  two  years  tlM 
mount  of  revenae^  deriTahle  from  castonis,  will 
e  reduced  from  thirtjMwo  to  twelve  millions  of 
oliars  7  It  is  not  to  be  anticipated.  The  Com« 
litiee  of  Ways  and  Means  do  not  anticipate  it. 
?heir  report  prores  most  conckisiTely  that  they 
o  not.  Bot  the  Cenmittee  of  Ways  aad  Means 
nd  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  differ  materi- 
lly  in  their  views  of  the  policy  of  the  Gorern- 
sent.  I  aiB  pleased  to  see  this  difference  of  opin- 
sn :  it  is  aa  evidence  of  independence.  Whilst 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  considers  that  it 
rould  beuuMfe  to  vest  the  whole  of /the  surplus 
svenae  of  the  present  year  ia  the  Commissioners 
f  the  Sinking  Fnnd«-or,  as  i  preeome,  to  go  be- 
ond  three  millions  of  dollan,  for  that  u  his  pro* 
loettion— the  Commiiiee  agree  to  raise  the  per- 
aanent  food  tern  eight  to  ten  millions  of  dollars ; 
nd  they  propose  that,  in  addition  to  the  perma* 
Bent  and  regular  appropriatioo,  there  shoald  be 
aid,  in  the  year  1817,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
lie  Sinking  Fund,  the  sam  of  nine  millions  of 
oUars,  together  with  four  millions  to  be  con- 
idered  as  an  advaaee  on  accoant  of  the  regular 
ppropriation  of  the  succeeding  year:  tbns  to 
use  at  once,  within  the  preeent  year,  the  Sinking 
^und  to  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  With- 
nt  deciding  at  all  upba  the  comparative  merits  of 
lie  two  planS|  I  ask  if  justice  or  libenUity  can 
B^uire  the  Qovemmeat  to  go  thus  far  in  the  aa- 
icipation  of  its  pay  menu :  and  to  whom  ?  To  a 
et  of  men  (with  a  few  exceptions)  wbo,  durtag 
be  late  war,  took  every  advaaUge  c^  ihe  die- 
leties  and  naceesatiee  of  the  Government,  and 
Bade  loane  at  Ihe  moot  exorbitant  interest. 

If  neither  justice  nor  Uberality  require  the 
Sovernmeat  thus  to  aatictDate  the  discbarge  of 
be  pnblic  dabi,  does  true  poiiey  dictate  the  mea- 
nre?  I  think  not.  What  portion  of  the  puhiie 
ebt  is  redeeoMible  at  the  pmsore  of  the  Qovwn- 
lent?  That  portion  only  which  has  been  eab* 
iribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uaited  States ;  not 
lade  thus  redeemable  by  the  tanns  of  the  coa- 
nets,  but  rendered  so  by  the  cborter  of  the  Bank 
*f  tbe  United  States.  It  is  a  condition  ia  the 
barter,  that  the  fuaded  stock  which  may  be 
■bseribed  by  individoaU  to  tbe  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
Id  States  is  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Gov* 
foment.  Shall  weinstaatly  redeem  that  portion  of 
be  debt  ?  I  have  no  ^oestion  but  that  some  stack- 
|eldia|^  member  will  oppose  the  immediate  re- 
Mmption  of  that  portioa  of  the  public  debt,  as  im- 
Mlitic,  (let  it  be  remembered  that  the  Goverament 
s  a  stockholder,)  unjust  to  the  bank^  aad  caica- 
ated  to  deprem  the  sale  of  the  stock  abroad. 
shsU  we  go  into  Ihe  OMrket  oa  a  scheme  of  spec- 


ulation, with  fifteen  or  iweaty  miUions  of  dollars, 
to  purchase  op  oor  own  debts  ^  What  will  be 
the  effect?  The  inevitable  reeoU  must  be,  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  stock.  This  would  be  an 
entire  departure  from  the  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  proposes  that  the  purchase 
shall  be  made  only  on  the  condition  that  the  six 
per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at  par,  or  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  .at  six  per 
cent,  premium. 

But  this  sum  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fond,  either  with  the 
condition  that  is  to  be  invested  in  the  public  stock 
on  the  above  terms,  that  is,  with  the  uncertainty 
of  being  able  to  buy  up  the  stock,  or  they  are  td 
go  into  the  market  and  make  the  purchase,  at  any 
price,  which  the  cupidity  of  the  stockholders 
mayiodttce  them  to  demand,  aad  this  on  th^idea, 
t}iat  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  would  otherwise 
remain  unproductive,  or  yield  to  the  Government 
no  intarest. 

We  are  frequently  assured  that,  with  the  ex* 
peaditure  already  determined  on^  without  the  aid 
of  the  internal  duties,  tbe  receipta  at  the  Trea- 
sury would  be  iaadequata  to  meet  the  demands 
on  the  Government  for  the  next  four  years;  that 
tbe  Treasury  would  be  left  empty,  and  without 
a  dollar.  This  doctrine  is  nressed  upon  us  by 
members  of  the  Committee  or  Ways  and  Means, 
particularly,  by  aii  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.) 

I  know,  sir,  it  is  very  uninteresting  ^o  be  en- 
gaged in  the  examination  of  lengthy  documents. 
But  I  must  again  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House  by  an  examination  of  the  annual  report. 
From  this  report,  to  which  we  all  look  as  furnish- 
inji  the  most  correct  view  of  the  facts  connected 
with  the  revenue,  it  necessarily  results,  that  if  we 
act  on  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  that 
every  demand  on  the  Treasury  can  be  met  with 
good  faith,  without  Ibe  aid  of  tbe  internal  duties, 
and  that  a  surplus  will  still  remain  in  the  Trea- 
sury, at  least  equal  to  that  which  he  proposes 
should  at  all  times  remain  there.  Assuminff  the 
facts  contained  in  the  annual  report  as  data,  1  beg 
leave  to  present  to  the  House  a  statement  in  fig- 
ures of  the  revenue  on  the  plan  of  the  Secretary. 
The  receipts  Into  the  Txessmy  in  the  year  1817  are 

esliaMlsdal $80,060,000 

To  which  sdd  the  bslsnes  in  the  Treasuiy 

ea  the  first  day  of  that  year      -       •     10,000,000 


Ths  samiiditare  Ibr  that  year,  iadndmg 
the  praposed  addition  of  98,000^000  to 
the  Sialdag  Fuad,  esUaiated  St  • 


40,060^000 


86/)00t00O 
•16^66(V000 


Waffs  and  Meamfcr  1818. 

Bslsnce  in  the  Ttessuiy  on  the  first  day 

ofthstyesr       ....       -916,660,000 
Receipto  into  the  Tressuiy       16,S50/)00 
Deduct  faKtemal  duties  •  8,600,000 

~_—     13,760,000 
It      III' 

J0,400/)00 
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1w  permiiieiit  exM&dttBrey  iadadiliip 
tiie  iiropoied  ad^itioii  to  the  Smldng 
Fund,  ettimattd  at    .       -       •       • 


IVfltyt  and  Meamfor  1819. 

Bidaace  in  tlie  Tfeaaiuy  on  the  iint  da j 
ofthatTear       ...*•- 
Beoe^  mto  the  Treanity      23,750|000 
Deduct  inteinal 

9,500,000 


88,600,000 
•6,900,000 


Teonaider  the  adTanee  mndoiK  tkb  year  am  aeeont 
of  the  next  and  soeceeding  fear,  as  not  tiiaiied 
<^,OCX),000,  as  the  CDminittee  of  Wkfi  and 


$6^900,000 


datiee, 
Boniu,  U.  8.  Bank, 
payable  this  year 


600,000 


8,000,000 


Pennanent  ezpendHttre,  as  aboTe  stated 


19,760,000 

36,850,000 
28,500,000 

$8,160,000 


to  ^-,      ,      , 

Means  have  doaef  hat  to  aay  portkmef  rJbe 
beyond  the  re|ralar  appropriatio&  of  $10000,001, 
which  the  deficiency  in  the  reT«a«e  for  tko&t 
years  mi|rht  require.  I  anticifiale  no  each  d«ii- 
ciency.  I  am  coarineed  that  tke  canaai  for 
1818  are  estimated  too  low  by  seTciml  Biymsof 
dollars.  It  is  erideat  that  on  this  poiot  the  Cem- 
mittee  of  Ways  aad  Means  agree  with  bm. 

I  have  thns  porsoed  the  inYest]jg;atioii,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  several  relaiions  which  the  sabject 
necessarily  presents.  I  am  persuaded  that  nadcr 
no  view  which  can  be  uken  of  the  sobjeet  caa 
a  single  donbt  eiist  as  to  the  propdecy  aiid  expe- 
diency of  rmaliag  the  laws  impoaiBg  iateinal 
tazeeand  duties  on  Uie  people  of  the  United  Btato. 
That  neither  justice  to  the  public  erediton,  nor 
true  policy  on  the  part  of  the  GaTOBBnea^  eaa 
require  a  continnaace  of  those  inteiBal  taxes  aad 
duties. 

One  other  view  of  the  sobjeet  icmaias  to  be 
taken.  It  is  said  that  the  systun  of  iamraal  taxes 
ought  to  he  coattnned,  in  <»der  to  prodaee  a  per- 
fect equality  of  taxation  thronghoat  the  United 
States.  The  excise  law,  or  the  law  imposing  a 
tax  on  distillation,  is  selected  as  one  of  the  most 
desirable  chamcter  in  the  whole  system,  to  be 
continued.  It  is  said  to  be  peifotly  equal  in  its 
operation.  The  fallacy  of  this  dectcine  will  be 
made  obrious  by  the  sUghtest  attentioa  to  facts. 


According  to  this  estimate,  which  is  made  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  plan  submitted  brthe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1^1  a  surplus  of  revenue  would  remain  of  $2,- 
150,000.  la  this  estimate  the  interoai  taxes  are 
not  deducted  for  the  present  year,  because  it  is 
cYident  that  the  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  the 
internal  taxes  and  unties  must,  in  order  to  be  just 
in  its  operations,  be  prospective.  Nor  has  any 
deduction  been  made  for  the  three  years'  interest 

on  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in  the  Bank  =--  .  * .        j-  -^  .•_   _•   r  oi  .-n  .• 

of  the  United  8  Jes.  which,  on  lgr,000.000. ..  5 1  TJ^V^^^IZTJ^ZZ^J^I^^^Z 
per  cent,  per  annum,  would  be  $1,050,000 ;  because 
the  Government,  in  the  estimate  made  by  the 
Secretary,  received  no  credit  for  interest  on  this 

stock. 

Depart  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secre- 
taay  of  the  Treasury,  aod  adopt  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  their  report  of  the  14th  January,  already  refer- 
red to,  and  the  statement  would  stand* thus: 

The  reoeipti  into  the  Treasury,  for  1817,  indudtng  the 

balance  on  the  first  of  the  year  -  -  940,650/)00 
Deduct  expenditures  lor  the  present  year,' 

indnding  permanent  addition  of  $S,000,- 

000  to  the  Shiking  Fond,  which  they 

agree  to     -       •        •       -        -       • 


94^000,000 
10,610,000 


Which  would  leave  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1818,  f  16,650,000,  which  would  phice 
at  the  disposition  of  the  Government,  within  the 
present  year ;  leaving  in  the  Treasury  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  sum  of  914,650,000,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  two  millions  permanently  added  to  the 
Sinking  Fand,  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption 
or  purcnase  of  the  public  debt.  If  the'  repeal  of 
the  laws  imposing  internal  duties  take  effVct  from 
the  passage  of  the  repealing  act,  it  would  reduce 
the  sum  to  be  thns  used  in  the  redemption  or 
purchase  of  the  public  debt,  within  the  present 
year,  exclusive  oi  the  two  millions  permanently 
added  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  perhaps  to  918,000,- 
INNX    With  the  only  difference  that  we  should 


I  tn  modern  times,  and  which  <m&  mily  be  intro- 
duced into  the  large  estahlishaent^haTa destroyed 
everything  like  equality  in  the  opermtion  of  the 
tax  on  the  distiller.  In  the  year  1708;  in  conse- 
quence of  agreat  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  Kiagdoai 
of  Great  Britaia,  ia  order  to  prereor  the  dis- 
tillation of  spirit  fro9i  grain,  aa  act  Qf  Parliaineoi 
was  passed,  imposing  a  tax  (I  think)  of  ninety- 
six  pounds  sterling  a  saUon  on  the  ca^city  of 
stills,  used  in  the  distillaUoa  of  epirit  froaa  graia. 
This  was  supposed  to  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
Scotch  ingenuity  very  soon  diseovcrad  the  mode 
of  distilling  even  under  this  excessively  iugh  tax. 
It  was  fottad  that  by  changmg  the  igore  of  the 
boiler,  so  as  to  expose  a  much  larger  snxfiaca  of 
the  fluid  to  the  immediata  aetlon  m  the  hant  or 
fiamci  that  the  process  would  been  ^ uiekanad  as 
to  enable  the  distiller  to  coatiaae  his  operations 
and  to  pay  the  tax  to  the  Govemmenu  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  critically  versed  in  the  revanae  laws 
of  Great  Briuia ;  hut,  if  I  am  correctly  iaforaaed, 
the  capacity  tax  under  that  Govemmeat  haabeaa 
very  considerably  iacteased  since  the  year  1796^ 
and  the  distilleries  still  go  en.  A  pataaCy  withia  a 
few  years,  has  been  taken  out  in  thia  eonntry,  fe 
a  siUl,  which  it  is  said  arill  run  off  from  twenty- 
five  hundred  to  three  thousand  gallons  a  day. 
Can  nay  man  at  all  converauit  in  the  proaess  of 
distillation  believe  that  anv  tax  on  the  esfiaeity 
of  stills  can  opeiate  eqoallf  on  the  iadividanb 
engaged  ia  the  distilhaioa  of  spirit  from  frait^  who 
nse.aad  who  are  compelled  to  ose,  theotdfehinnad 
globular  hoilen;  aad  tboaa  engaged  in  ihftdiati- 
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latton  <tf  sniiito  frem  gmfin  by  cha  higbly  improred 
pateDiBtiUt? 

The  people  whom  I  represenl  hare  long  been 
engajfed  in  tbe  culture  of  fruit  trees.    It  requires 
from  tight  to  tea  years  fos  an  apple  orchard  to 
accain  ita  matoritv.    All  the  manure  raised  on  a 
farm  ia  geaerally  bestowed  on  the  lands  employed 
la  the  cttitiTation  of  orchards.    It  is  known  that 
no  crop  can  be  coltirated  to  advantage  on  land 
eoTcrca  by  a>  fuU  grown  orchard.    The  uncer- 
tainty of  a  crop  of  fruit  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Virginia,  is  a  melancholy  trutb,  well  known 
to  all  who  reside  in  that  part  of  the  State.    Du- 
ring  the  war.  and  the  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax,  this  people  were  noc  onlv  hijg^hly  but  doubly 
taxed  on  their  orchards.    A  highly  cuitiTated 
orehard,  which  beara  a  proper  proportion  to  the 
size  of  a  ^um,  adds  yer?  greatly  to  its  value.    In 
ihe  assenm^t  under  tne  law  imposing  a  direct 
tax,  the  lands  were  more  highly  valued  oaaooount 
of  the  orchards ;  they  paid  then  a  uz  on  their 
orchards  in  this  shape,  and  in  addition  a  taz  on 
each  gallon  of  spirit  distilled*    The  local  militia, 
in  conaeqaence  of  their  vicinity  to  Norfolk,  were 
exposed  and  much  harassed.    They  were  in  the 
coarse  of  mo  vear  called  out  three  times  en  tnaue. 
They  bore  aU  these  privations  and  hardships 
withoDt  a  murmur  i  they  paid  the  war  taxes  with 
pleasuie ;  and,  whenever  an  opportuniiy  efiered, 
they  presented  their  bosoms  to  the  balk  and  the 
bay  oneu  of  the  enemy.    They  are  patriotic-*they 
are  attached  to  their  Qovemment.    They  will  at 
all  times  be  prepared  to  encounter  danger,  to  meet 
hardships,  and  to  suffer  privations,  when  the  ne* 
cessities  of  the  Government  require  the  exercise 
of  thoee  virtues.    But,  sir,  they  will  complain, 
if  a  vexatious^  inconvenient  and  oppressive  train 
of  internal  taxes  and  duties  be  continued^  wh6n 
the  necessity  which  required  their  imposition  has 
ceased. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  entered  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  fiscal  part  of  this  question,  with 
a  view  to  show  that,  ifthe  i^ort  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Finance  on  the  Sinking  Fund  should  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  House,  these  taxes  could 
not  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Cakmon,  of  Tennessee,  followed,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  advocated,  as  con- 
nected with  the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  which  he  considered  de- 
sirahle,  independently  of  the  question  of  reducing 
the  taxes  necessary  to  support  it. 

Mr.  Williams  said  it  was  at  the  reqoest  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the 
aobject  of  tne  resolution  new  before  the  House, 
and  in  consequence  of  what  was  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Lowhdes,) 
that  he  did  not  call  up  the  resolution  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  said 
we  might  go  on  with  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
if  afterwards  the  House  should  determine  to 
abolish  the  tajus  and  reduce  the  Army,  the  ex« 
penditure .  would .  be  accordiog  to  that  reduction, 
and  not  accordioff  to  the  appropriation  i  for  ex- 
ample, if  we  made  appropriatione  to  support  an 


army  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  afterwards  re- 
duced the  army  to  five  thousand,  the  expenditure 
would  be  in  proportion  to  the  five,  and  not  to  tha 
ten  thousands 
Mr.  W.  said  it  had  struck  him  as  a  very  sin-. 

gular  fact  in  our  proceedings,  that  we  should  be 
rst  called  upon  to  make  the  appropriations,  to 
become,  as  it  were,  pledged  to  a  certain  amount, 
and  then  proceed  to  ascertain  our  means  to  raise 
the  money ;  and  to  do  that  last  which  ought  to 
have  been  done  first.  This,  he  said,  was  repug- 
nant to  all  the  maxims  of  common  prudence  in. 
Erivate  life.  No  maiK  when  about  to  build  a 
ouse  or  improve  a  farm,  would  precipitately 
execute  the  ooject,  and  then  count  the  cost ;  but 
he  would,  in  the  first  place,  examine  all  his 
sources  of  income ;  he  would  estimate  the  prob> 
able  amount  of  his  revenue,  and  then  proceed  to 
the  objects  on  which  that  revenue  was  to  be  ex- 
pended. It  was  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the 
order  of  our  proceedings  in  that  particular,  that 
he  was  anxious  to  see  the  tax  bills  exhibited  in 
the  House  every  year^  and  acted  upon  finally, 
before  we  had  appropriated  a  single  cent  to  de*> 
fray  even  the  civil  list  and  contingent  charges  of 
Qovernment.  Then  we  could  accommodate  the 
appropriation'  to  the  money  at  our  command; 
then,  in  the.  words  of  the  old  adage,  we  should 
cut  the  coat  according  to  the  cloth.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  assured  the 
House  that  if  any  reduction  was  made,  the  ex- 
penditure would  not  be  according  to  the  existing 
establishments,  but  rather  in  proportion  to  what- 
ever reduction  of  the  establishments  the.  House 
may  hereafter  think  proper  to  adopt.  This  as- 
surance, coming  from  the  honorable  chairman, 
had  removed  his  impressions  as  to  the  necessity 
of  actinij  immediately  on  the  resolution  submit-> 
ted  by  him  on  Fridav«  That  gentleman,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (pointing  to  Mr.  LowNnaa,}  at  all  times 
and  on  ail  occasions,  has  conducted  himself  in 
this  House  so  as  to  secure  not  onljr  the  confidence 
and  esteem,  but  I  believe  the  admiration  of  every 
member  on  this  floor;  but  while  I  pay  this  just 
tribute  to  the  merits  of  that  gentleman,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  I  think  he  was  incorrect 
when  he  stated,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  I  made 
on  Friday,  that  I  baa  failed  to  show  any  suffi?- 
cient  reasons  in  support  of  the  resolution  then 
under  consideration. 

I  offered  the  resolution  from  a  sense  of  duty  to 
this  nation— from  a  regard  to  those  principles 
which  certainly  at  one  time  were  deemed  orthop 
dox,  and  upon  which  the  Republicans  secured 
the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States.  In  reply  to  the  call  made  by  the 
gentleman,  I  stated  that  the  taxes  were  continued 
kst  year  on  the  ground  that  they  were  imperi- 
ously and  absolutely  necessary ;  that  it  was  esti- 
mated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the^ 
whole  revenue  of  1816,  arising  from  commerce, 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  would  be  some- 
thing more  than  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
that  it  was  more  than  thirty-eight  millions  of 
dollars— making  a  difference  of  about  thirteen 
I  millions  between  the  estimate  and  the  revenue 
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which  meeraed.  Seeing  this,  I  felt  justified  in 
stating,  that  I  could  not  pat  implicit  eonfidenee 
in  the  Treasnrf  reports,  and  that  I  was  unwilling 
to  continue  the  tax  on  the  people  of  this  country, 
when  it  did  Hot  appear  to  be  necessary. 

Gentlemen  dow  offer  the  same  arguments  in 
fliTor  of  continuing  the  taxes  which  they  urged 
last  year.  Bat  as  the  results  of  the  present  year 
proTe,  beyond  alt  doubt,  that  their  arguments  on 
the  former  occasions  were  fallacious,  i  therefore 
contend  that  they  are  fallacious  now,anddesenre 
no  more  weight  or  influence  with  this  House 
than  should  have  been  ffiren  tothefahtfied  argu* 
meats  of  last  year^falsified,  I  mean,  by  the  ac* 
tual  results  or  the  present  year,  and  so  made 
known  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  annual  report. 

In  connexion  with  this  Tiew  of  the  case,  I 
mentioned,  that  it  was  a  part  of  my  plan  to  re- 
duce the  Army ;  that  a  proposition  to  this  effect 
was  lying  on  your  table,  and  subject  to  be  called 
up  at  any  time ;  that  if  the  taxes  were  necessary 
to  support  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  they 
could  not  be  necessary  to  support  that  army,  re- 
duced to  the  number  of  fire  thousand. 

Havinj^  made  these  statements,  and  relying  on 
them  to  support  my  proposition,  I  fdt  that  I  bad 
sufficiently  answered  the  call  of  the  gentlexnan 
from  South  Carolina.  But,  sir,  I  was  not  bound 
to  show  (e?en  thus  far)  the  practicability  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  taxes ;  on  the  contrary,  those 
who  are  for  continuing  them  must  show  tne  im- 
practicability of  such  dispensation.  If  any  one 
calls  upon  me  for  a  debt,  m^  first  inquiry  is, 
whether  the  demand  be  just;  if  just.  I  pay  it— 
if  unjust,  I  refuse  oayment.  In  like  nnnner 
when  the  people  of  this  country  are  called  upon 
for  taxes,  it  Is  incumbent  on  Gfovernment,  or  on 
those  who  speak  its  language  on  this  floor,  to 
show  that  the  taxes  are  necessary;  if  necessary, 
there  is  no  nation  on  earth  more  willing  to  pay 
them  than  the  people  of  the  United  States,  if 
unnecessary,  the  people  will  refuse  payment,  and 
they  ought  to  do  so.  Upon  this  ground,  then,  I 
say  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  Let  him  show  (and  no 
one  is  more  able  to  do  it  than  himself)  that  these 
mxes  are  necessary,  and,  my  word  for  it,  the  peo- 
ple will  cheerAilly  pay  them. 

The  report,  sir,  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President,  and  the  report  of  the 
present  Secretary,  have  both  gone  abroad  in  the 
community.  From  these  reports  the  people  ex- 
pect,  nay,  demand,  a  repeal  of  the  taxes.  But  in 
addition  to  all  this,  the  people  have  the  solemn 
pomise  of  Cooffress,  expressed  in  the  acts  of 
1813  and  1814.  tnat  these  acu  would  continue 
one  year  after  tne  war,  and  no  longer.  And  can 
it  be  a  fit  way  toeo?ern  this  nation,  to  assure  the 
people,  in  the  solemn  form  of  a  legislative  act, 
that  taxes  would  cease  to  exist  one  year  after  the 
war;  and  when  it  appears  to  be  perfectly  in  your 
power  to  comply  with  the  assurance,  to  refuse  it  ? 
No,  sir,  the  better  way  is  to  comply  with  your 
promise  immediately,  by  repealing  the  taxes. 
Then  we  may  not  only  expect,  but  challenge  the ; 


eonfidenee  and  support  of  o«r  fcHow- 

I  did  not  expect,  when  I  introdueed  the  resrto- 
tion,  that  it  would  excite  uopleaaaDt  leeiianii 
the  mind  of  any  one.  But  it  a|ipeus  fo  Save 
had  that  effect  upon  the  gentJemaa  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhocth,)  who  genenily  aks 
near  OMh  That  eentleomtt  seems  to  have  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  know  and  expound  the  motives 
of  others,  when  they  differ  from  him  in  opiuon.- 
On  many  occasions  he  his  intiflMted  diat  mean- 
hers  who  differed  from  him  were  nimiiig  at  pop- 
ularity !  Sir,  it  was  well  said  by  a  poet  of  tn- 
eient  date,  but  immortal  fimne,  wm  saikned  ihc 
vices  of  man  in  the  Augustan  age,  tfast  we  wne 
blind  as  to  our  own  faults,  but  eagle-eyed  as  to 
the  fault  of  others ;  and  were  always  OMKr  apt  to 
condemn  others  for  the  very  faults  to  which  we 
ourselves  were  most  liable.  In  no  otiier  way 
can  I  aecount  for  ih^  propensity  of  the  gentle- 
man always  to  eharge  others  with  aiaung  at 
popularity^  than  bf  sudsing  tbat  he  measures 
the  eottduet  of  others  by  the  standard  which  ex« 
ists  in  his  own  breast.  I  here  b^  leave  to  inform 
the  gentleman  that  if  he  does  not  mistake  his 
own  temper,  he  very  nueh  mistakes  that  of  eth- 
ers, when  he  supposes  that  such  reflations  will 
drive  them  from  the  position  tkey  have  taken. 

After  the  sabjeet  of  the  resolution  f  had  jntro- 
duoed  was  disposed  of;  afler  the  Hbnse  had  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  the  ordeis  of  the  day.  the 
gmtteman  rnes  in  hi6j»lac&  and  gives  us  a  long 
ctore  on  economy.  Who,  8ir,eoaM  haveUKvnght 
that  the  gentleman  would  condescend  to  use  that 
word,  so  ontehionahl^  so  unusual  in  the  vocab- 
ulary of  an  independent  politician!  But  the 
gentteann  said  he  had  no  view  to  popotoity  in 
pronouncing  his  lecture  on  eeoocNny ,  and  we  are 
bound  to  believe  it,  because  he  said  so.  If,  how* 
ever,  he  had  been  disposed  ro  mount  the  hohhjr* 
horse  which  of  all  others  was  most  fleet  nn<f 
likely  to  distance  the  whole  turf,  he  oould  not 
designedly  have  selected  a  better  one  for  that 
purpose^  than  the  one  on  which  he  kappened  to 
be  mounted  by  more  aecideat. 

The  geittlenMin  seenied  also  to  complain  tbmt 
the  statements  produced  to  support  my  proposi* 
tion  were  not  satisAiotory.  Permit  aw  now,  sir, 
to  inform  him  that  I  read  Treasury  reports  as  be 
reads  the  Constitution ;  that,  as  he  reads  tke  Con- 
stitution and  hiterprets  it  libevnUy  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  and  ^tending  money;  so  I  eonstrue 
liherally  the  repotts  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  porw 
poee  of  saving  money. 

The  geatlemaa  mid  he  did  not  read  the  Con- 
stitution with  the  teohnical  subtleties  and  refine- 
ments of  a  lawyer,  but  he  read  it  for  the  purpose 
of  understanding  that  it  eolMained  a  labei^  grant 
of  powers  to  Congress;  that  the  first  impressioBS 
made  on  his  raiao  when  reading  the  Coasdtottoo 
with  this  view  were  more  lasting  as  well  as  ^m- 
erally  moie  ootreet.    Shall  I  not  be  at  Ithrrty, 
then,  to  say  that  th^  first  impression  made  sa  my 
mind  when  reading  the  Treasiuy  repoit  was, 
that  we  might  dispense  with  the  taxes  ?  and  no« 
thing  has  yet  ooourred  to  remove  that  impnssion. 
If  the  gentleman  feels  jwaified  in  obeying  first 
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impresnoM  in  reftird  to  the  Conttttiitioo,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  he  certalaljT  will  not 
eondema  me  for  obeying  the  same  impresBiona 
in  regard  to  the  Treasury  report,  whien  are  not 
laws,  nor  sopreme  kws,  but  iff  many  respects 
mere  matters  of  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Viiginia.  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Honse,  (Mr.  Sriamr,)  likewise  com* 
plained  that  the  statements  ofibred  in  sopport  of 
the  proposition  were  not  satisfaeiory.  He  said 
that  fonnff  politieiotts  might  suggest  an  abolition 
9f  taxes,  «o.,  bat  that  those  of  more  experience 
nigbt  not  to  sanction  sneh  attempts,  i  admit, 
lir,  th«t  I  am  a  young  politician,  but  while  the 
gentleman  firom  Virginia  woald  condemn  me  f&t 
not  beinc  experienced  in  the  virtues  of  a;poHti- 
sal  life,  I  trust  he  will  aUow  me  to  in^dl^e'^the 
sonsolation  of  not  being  very  much  hackneyed 
tn  its  vices. 

I  have  said,  V-  Speaker,  that,  on  reading  the 
Treasary  report,  I  was  convinced  we  might  dis- 
leose  with  the  internal  taxes.  If  I  fhlled  in  the 
opinion  of  some  gentlemen  to  show  this  when 
he  tabjecl  was  partially  debated  the  other  day, 
lo  one  can  now  entertain  a  doubt  of  it,  since  the 
rery  ahle  and  perspieooae  view  taken  of  the  sub* 
eet  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  John- 
lOH.)  He  has  proved  to  you,  sir,  that  from  the 
leeretary's  own  statements  those  taxes  are  not 
leeessary.  What  better  evidence  can  we  want 
han  the  statements  proceeding  from  that  depart- 
nentl  We  'know  that  Treasury  estimates  Hre 
Iways  too  low.  If  these  estimates,  cortuled 
od  reduced  a«  they  always  are,  do  admit  the 
oBclnsion  that  the  taxes  may  be  removed,  she:!! 
re  not  urge  it  in  the  discussion  ?  Surely  I  think 
t  may  be  nrged  as  the  best  evidence  which  the 
mtore  of  the  case  will  admit.  The  Government 
re  will  say  is  anxioos  to  keep  on  the  taxes,  for 
sasons  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  expound. 
The  estimates  of  the  Treasury  Department  are 
ude,  if  not  expressly  to  insure  their  contin* 
lance,  at  least  with  an  inclination  that  way. 
)ut  the  Secretary's  own  statements,  as  they  were 
xhibited  and  declared  by  the  gentleman  from 
^ri^D  lay  prove  that  the  uses 'may  be  discon- 
inued.  matt  we  not  then  act  upon  that  evi- 
lence  ?  Shall  we  not  deem  it  Conctusive  of  the 
icc,  and  repeal  the  tax^s  accordingly.  I,  sir.  for 
ne,  am  determined  lo  support  the  repeal,  and  am 
riliiBg  to  incur  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a 
leasare. 

Bat  gentlemen  contend  thut  the  ta^es  may  be 
eqaired  some  three,  four,  or  half  a  dozen  years 
lenee ;  and  profess  an  anwilliagness  to  pull  down 
hat  which  it  may  possibly  be  necessary  to  build 
ip  hereafter.  If,  according  to  the  estimates,  the 
axes  may  be  necessary  alter  the  lapse  of  three, 
bur.  or  six  years,  I  would,  for  the  purpose  of  com* 
lattiDg  that  idea,  reply  that  the  estimates  are  too 
ow  ^  that  they  fall  far  short  ef  the  amount  which 
rill  be  received,  and  consequently  that  no  de- 
Iciency  can  be  apprehended  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
The  estimates  fort  he  last  year  fell  short  of  thirteen 
nilUons  of  the  amount  wliich  accrued.  Have  we 
lot  then  good  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  the 


case  agnifl  7— that  the  revenue  hereafter  to  aocme 
will  as  much  exceed  the  estimates,  as  the  revenue 
of  1816  exceeded  the  estimates  of  that  year  7  If  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  not  tell  with 
any  sort  of  accuracy  the  reTcnne  for  181^  I  do 
not  know  how  the  present  Secretary  should  do* 
termine  with  precision  the  revenue  which  will 
accrue  in  any  aubsequent  year.  I  mean  no  dia- 
paragemeitt  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Secretary, 
when  I  say  that  he  completely  failed  in  his  esti- 
mates of  the  revenue  for  181o.  For  the  present 
Secretary,  no  one  in  this  House.  I  am  persuaded, 
has  a  greater  regard  than  myself;  my  acquaiat* 
ance  with  him  convinces  me  that  he  is  an  in- 
telligent, independent,  and  honorable  man.  But. 
as  the  late  Secretary  fell  short  in  his  estimates,  I 
contend  that  the  gentleman  »n6w  at  the' head  of 
that  department  must  also  be  incorrect;  and  thai 
he  cannot  determine  with  precision  the  revenue 
which  will  hereal^er  accrue. 

Take  for  example  the  following:— ''The  ieve« 
one  receivable  from  the  customs  in  the  year  1818| 
(says  the  Secretary.)  will  be  only  twelve  millions 
of  dollars  I"  But  the  revenue  arbiog  from  cna- 
toms  in  the  year  1815,  amounted  to  936,d43,§Q8| 
and  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  181&  to 
930,000,000.  Xow,  sir,  by  what  rule  of  arith* 
metic,  ov  series  of  deterioration  is  it,  that  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  same  source  in  1818^ 
wiH  be  only  twelve  milllone?  Will  not  tha 
country  increase  in  wealth  and  population  dOrintf 
that  tune?  Will  not  the  consumption  and  <n 
course  the  demand  be  progressively  augmented  1 
I  admit  that  our  ipetchants  may  have  overtraded 
themselves,  and  firom  this  circumstance  that  the 
importation  of  goods  will  not  be  so  great  in  181% 
as  It  was  during  the  years  1815  and  1816.  Bat 
that  the  defalcation  will  be  so  great  as  to  reduce 
the  revenue,  in  1818,  to  twelve  millions,  I  caa 
never  admit.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Smith)  has  just  said  that  the  estimate  of 
the  Treasury  for  1818  ie  too  low.  The  experi- 
ence  of  that  gentleman,  particularly  in  all  sab* 
jects  relating  to  commerce  and  finance,  is  such, 
as  to  Justify  the  House  in  relying  on  his  state- 
ments and  opinions;  and,  notwithstanding  his 
anxiety  to  continue  the  taxes,  he  could  net  bat 
say  that  the  Secretary's  estimate  fell  short  at 
least  by  two  millions  or  what  would  probably  be 
received.  Taking  all  these  thin|[s  into  view,  I 
should,  as  to  my  own  individual  opinion,  be  rather 
inclittdl  to  suppose  that  it  would  settle  at  some 
intermediate  point  between  ^86,643;598,  the  rev- 
enoe  of  1815,  and  twelve  millions,  the  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  for  1818,  that  is,  that  between 
twenty  and  twenty-five  millions  will  probaUy  be 
the  revenue  for  1818. 

No  one  who  looks  at  the  accumulating- wealth, 
increasing  numbers,  rising  importance,  and  grow- 
ing grandeur  of  this  country,  can,  I  think,  be  au- 
thorized  to  conclude  that  the  revenue,  in  1S18. 
will  be  reduced  to  the  inconsiderable  sum  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  The  Secretary  him- 
self tells  you  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  make 
any  estimate  on  which  reliance  can  be  placed ; 
that  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  1816,  the  reve- 
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DUe  fcom  the  eaatomn  aTeragcd  nine  millioDs  a } 
qoarter ;  bnt  that  in  the  last  garter  of  that  year 
it  fell  to  a  third  of  that  average.  Upon  this  min- 
imam  of  three  millions,  arising  in  the  last  qaarter 
of  1816|  I  presume  he  founds  his  calculations  for 
the  year  1818,  and  says  the  revenue  will  be 
twelve  miUions.  I  perceive  no  other  data  for  the 
calculation,  and  I  submit  it  to  gentleinen  whe- 
ther it  would  not  have  appeared  more  reasonable, 
if  be  had  taken,  as  the  basis  of  it,  a  medium  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  customs  for  1816.  I 
diink  we  have  as  great  a  right  to  presume  upon 
a  medium  for  the  basis  of  our  calculations,  as  the 
Secretary  had  to  presume  upon  a  minimum  for 
the  basis  of  his  calculations..  Taking,  then,  for 
the  basis  about  six  millions  as  the  quarter-yearly 
levenujs  arising  from  the  customs,  it  will  be  found 
that  we  shall  not,  at  any  future  iieriod,  want  the 
money  arising  from^  the  internal  duties.  If  we 
take  four  mfllions  for  the  basis,  still  the  same 
result  follows,  that  the  internal  uses  will  be  un- 
necessary. 

When  we  see  that  in  one  year  the  estimates  of 
the  Treasury  have  fallen  short  l>y  thirteen  mil« 
lions,  have  we  not  more  than  probable  cause  to 
suspect  similai  inaccuracies  in  future?  And 
does  not  this  fact  strengthen  the  view  which  has 
been  taken  in  opposition  to  the  Secretary's  re- 
port ?  Evidence  which  fails  in  one  point,  may 
justly  be  supposed  to  fail  in  anotner.  And 
seeing  we  were  told,  last  vear,  that  the  taxes 
were  necessary,  and  now  find  that  they  were  not, 
it  should  not  be  expected  that  we  would  concur 
in  opinion  either  with  the  Secretary,  or  with  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  that  the*  taxes  ought  to  be 
continued.  No,  sir,  the  more  I  reflect  oa  the 
subject,  the  more  I  hear  it  discussed  in  this 
HonsflL  the  more  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
I  first  nad,  that  the  taxes  can  be  discontinued,  and 
that  Congress  should  immediately  adopt  mea- 
sures for  that  purpose. 

Another  objection  against  keeping  up  internal 
laxes  ia  time  of  peace,  may  be  deduced  from  the 
form  of  our  Qovernment  and  the  nature  of  our 
people.  The  learned  expositors  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  letters  signed  PtiMtUf,  have  said,  that 
the  General  Government  should  not  calculate  on 
any  considerable  revenues  from  internal  taxation. 
This  source  may  yield  supplies  in  cases  of  great 
emergency,  but  never  was^ intended  as  a  perma- 
nent income  to  the  General  Government. 

In  what  does  a  Republican  Government,  like 
ours,  materially  differ  from  the  rotten  institutions 
of  BaropcL  if  not  in  the  cheapness  with  which  ft  is 
aonducted,  and  the  exemption  of  its  citizens  from 
taxation  7  If  a  Republic  is  to  be  preserved  pure 
and  uncontaminated  in  its  principles,  let  the  peo- 
ple never  be  taxed  beyond  what  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  management  of  their  afiairs  io  a 
cheap,  plain,  and  economical  way.  Never  permit 
the  people  to  be  broken  into  taxatiouias  was  for- 
cibly said  the  other  day,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolpb.)  If  they  should  be 
broken  into  taxation ;  if  they  become  oppressed 
with  impositions  of  this  sort,  they  cannot  feel 
greatly  attached  to  their  Governmeni,  merely 


on  account  of  its  being,  called  a  Repafabc  If 
the  time,  sir,  should  ever  arrive,  when  the  peo- 
ple of  the  tjnited  Stales  are  galled  with  ike 
yoke  of  taxation  ;  when  their  hi^-nuiufed  low 
of  freedom  shall  have  been  effeetoally  mssmilti 
throueh  that  means,  my  word  for  it,  they  will 
be  indifferent  to  any  change  which  may  be  at- 
tempted by  the  designing*  Suppose  they  were 
taxnl  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and  popola- 
tion,  or  as  excessively  as  the  sabjeets  of  Eu- 
ropean Governments.  Could  they,  I  ask,  give  so 
unbounded  a  preference  to  their  own  Gtoverameat 
over  all  others  as  they  now  do?  No,  air,  ihcf 
could  not.  And,  believe  ma,  when  I  any,  that  u 
the  citizens  of  our  Republic  were  as  naneh  loaded 
with  taxes  as  the  subjects  of  other  Gorerameots, 
they  would,  pobabqr,  naj,  perhaps,  eertaialf, 
entertain  as  little  regard  tor  it,  as  these  subjeea 
do  for  the  Governments  under  which  it  i»  their 
misfortune  to  live.  ^ 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  we  oogtt  to  con- 
tinue the  taxes  for  the  sake  of  the  system;  thmi  this 
system  operates  as  a  chain  to  hind  thcaffiectioas 
of  the  people  to  the  Gtovemmeni ;  that  when  the 
Government  ceases  to  lav  taxes,  the  people  cease 
to  feel  the  power  by  which  they  are  protected,  and, 
of  course,  cease  to  have  reverence  and  afeetion  for 
the  Gtovernmenti  All  of  this  is  rep^naat  to 
the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  experieace. 
The  best  way  to  attach  the  citizens  to  the  Gov- 
ernment is,  to  keep  your  hands  oat  of  their  pock- 
ets ;  to  permit  them  to  walk  abroad  in  their  own 
majesty,  free  from  importunity,  solicitation,  or 
demand ;  and  upon  this  point  experieace  speaks 
with  wonted  authority.  The  Administration  of 
Mr.  Adams  was  distinguished  for  a  number  of 
taxes.  Mr.  Jefferson  succeeded  him,  and  abolished 
those  taxes.  To  which  of  these  Admioistrations 
did  the  people  yield  their  coflfideoca  and  support  7 
According  to  4he  dBetnan  advanced  chey  mast 
have  loved  Mr.  Adkms  and  hijs  Administraiion, 
more  than  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  AdminUtratioB. 
in  proportion  as  they  were  taxed  by  the  former 
more  than  the  latter.  Bnt  the  hbiory  of  those 
limes  amply  testifies  to  the  contrary.  Nothing 
appears  more  preposterous  than  the  idea  that  we 
must  keep  on  the  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
the  people  know  and  feel  the  power  by  which 
they  are  protected.  The  people  will  always  know 
you  a^  well,  and  respeot  you  much  more  highly, 
if  you  do  not  teaze  them  constantly  for  a  portion 
of  their  earnings. 

In  this  system  of  revenue,  we  were  obliged  to 
employ  a  host  of  officers,  who  live  on  the  vimb 
of  the  community,  who  do  not  add  anything  to 
the  productive  labor  of  the  country,  bat  fattea  oo 
the  substance  of  others.  The  great,  leading,  and 
sub^itantial  interest  of  this  country  im  that  of  agri- 
culture. This  interesti  described  by  an  aotfeor 
of  no  inferior  reputation,  as  the  nurse  of  tkeka- 
man  race,  the  source  of  health,  plenty,  and  isno- 
cent  pleasures ;  the  preserver  of  morals^  sad  the 
school  of  the.  virtues;,  ought  to  he  enconaged  and 
promoted  above  all  others.  But  this  host  of  offi- 
cers, instead  of  being  thus  enguedy  iastead  of 
cpntributing  anything  to  the  wealth  of  the  coua- 
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try,  are  speadiog  their  line  in  indolenee  ead  ease : 
UB  growiag  rich  upon  the  hard  emraings  and 
fraeal  savioga  of  the  laborer.  Can  it  be  consistent 
wiVk  our  interest  as  a  people,  bat  more  particu- 
larly with  onr  interest  as  a  nation  of  agrienltar- 
ots,  that  these  things  should  be  permitted  to  exist, 
irhen  not  indispensablf  necessary?  For  my 
part  I  never  look  at  the  collectors  of  internal  du- 
ties, without  emotions  which  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  describe. 

The  expense  of  collecting  the  internal  duties 
is  another  item  which  ought  not  to  escape  notii^e. 
Prom  the  returns  which  have  been  made,  it  ap- 
lears  that  the  expense  of  collecting  is,  to  the 
imount  reeeiTed,  as  one  to  ten ;  that  the  expense 
>f  collecting  the  customs  is.  to. the  amount  re- 
ceived, as  one  to  a  hundred.  '  Now,  sir^  would  it 
it  not  be  better  to  draw  our  revenue  entirely  from 
:he  customs,  which  are  so  much  more  easy  and 
cheap  in  ^e  collection,  than  the  internal  duties  1 
[f,  for  this  purpose,  it  be  necessary  to  modify  the 
lariff,  let  us  do  so*  Let  us  raise  the  duty  on 
lome  articles,  and  lower  it  on  others,  so  as  to 
l^rodace  a  greater  revemie  than  we  now  receive, 
ind  equal  to  any  deficiency  which  may  result 
Tom  the  abolition  of  internal  taxes. 

Sir,  wo  were  called  upon  the  other  day  to  ap- 
>ropriate  three  thousand  dollars  as  a  salary  to  the 
Z^mmisstoner  of  the  Revenue.  He  received  only 
his  sum  when  he  sujiervtBed  the  collection  of 
le  ven  or  eight  millions  mternal  revenue.  He  now 
dso  receives  that  sum  for  supervising  the  eoliec- 
ion  of  only  two  or  three  millions.  This  feature 
n  the  system  of  internal  taxes  is  perhaps  quite 
IS  odious  as  any  other.  Mr.  Smith,  no  doubt,  is 
I  very  faithful  and  deserving  officer;  he  mav 
M  as  well  entitled  to  receive  three  thousand  doi- 
ara^  as  any  other  man  would  be,  under  similar 
iircumstances;  hut,  sir,  no  man  who  deserves 
m\y  three  thousand  dollars  for  supervising  the  eol« 
ection  of  seven  or  eight  millions,  can  be  entitled 
o  the  same  salary  when  he  supervises  the  col- 
ection  of  only  two  or  three  millions.  The  same 
act,  I  imagine,  obtains  throughout  the  whole  sys- 
enu  You  may  reduce  the  amount  of  tax  on  the 
leopley  but  you  cannot  make  a  correspondent 
edaction  of  salary  to  the  officers;  all  of  them 

Dost  live* 

Some  of  4he  taxes  I  know  to  be  opivessive  on 
.he  people,  and  for  that  reason  I  should  endeavor 
;o  repeal  them.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
>liDa  (Mr.  Calbooii)  said  the  uxes  were  not  op- 
pressive; that  we  bad  received  no  petitions  re- 
laesting  a  modification  or  repeal  of  any  of  them. 
Gentlemen  urged  the  other  day,  in  debate,  that 
loatrnctions  from  the  peo|»le  were  not  binding  on 
the  Representative.  If  instructions  would  not 
;>e  obUgatorv  on  gentlemen,  I  should  suppose  the 
people  would  have  a  very  poor  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, when  thev  presented  themselves  to  this 
House  in  the  character  of  humble  supplicants. 
Bat,  sir,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  receive 
petitions  before  we  can  know  that  arparticalar 
Law,  or  a  general  system  of  laws,  operates  a  griev- 
aiice  on  the  community.  Why  has  the  Consti- 
tation  of  the  United  States  declared  that  the  Rep- 


resentatives in  Congress  shall  be  inhabitants  of 
the  States  from  which  they  comel  and  why  is 
it  a  law,  either  statutorv  or  common  in  the  States, 
that  each  member  shall  have  his  residence  in  the 
district  he  represents  1  It  is  for  the  purpose  of 
enablioff  each  Representative  to  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  interests,  feelings,  and  wishes 
of  his  constituents.  Bv  visitio^  them  when  he 
returns  home,  and  by  talking  with  them,  he  finds 
out  the /bearing  which  any  measure  may  have  on 
their  welfare.  It  is  from  knowledge,  thus  ac- 
quired, that  a  true  and  faithful  Representative 
must  act,  much  more  than  from  pecitions.  Sup- 
pose I  were  to  receive  a  petition  irom  my  district, 
complaining  of  the  excise,  would  I  be  better  able 
to  act  from  the  information  thus  furnished,  than 
from  personal  conversation  with  my  neighbors 
and  aoiuaintances  during  the  recess?  Sir,  I  think 
information  acquired  in  the  latter  way  more  en- 
titled to  credit,  and  I  should  certainly  give  it  the 
preference,  were  it  to  come  in  conflict  with  a 
petition. 

But  I  make  these  remarks  merely  to  show  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  others  who 
may  think  with  him,  that  I  do  not  consider  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  burdened  with  petitions,  before  I 
should  feel  it  a  duty  to  interpose  for  the  relief  of 
those  whom  I  represent  in  this  House.  The  ex- 
cise I  know  to  be  oppressive^  both  as  to  the 
amount  of  duty  imposed  on  stills,  and  as  to  the 
inconvenience  to  which  the  people  are  subjected 
in  obtaining  a  license.  In  the  first  place,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  law  is  to  throw  the  whole  business 
into  the  hands  of  capitalists.  The  owners  of 
small  establishments  cannot  compete  with  those 
who  carry  on  great  distilleries;  a  tax  on  the  gal- 
lon would,  therefore,  be  much  more  equitable 
than  the  one  which  exists  on  the  capacity.  It 
likewise  appears  to  be  an  extraordinary  provision 
in  the  law,  that,  after  a  distiller  has  paid  for  a 
license,  he  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  retail  a  less 
q^uantity  of  spirits  than  one  gallon.  Tou  may 
rightfully  impose  a  duty  on  the  manufacturing  of 
commodities ;  but  it  is  extremely  rigid  to  prohibit 
the  citizen  from  retailiag  his  commodities  when 
manufactured,  in  whatever  quantities  he  may 
choose.  By  this  law  the  owners  of  small  estab- 
lishments are  frequently  prevented  from  raising 
the  money  with  which  to  pay  the  tax  on  stills. 
The  owner  of  a  cloth  factory  may  be  called  upon 
to  pav  a  duty  on  his  machinery,  but  I  imagine  it 
would  be  thought  a  strange  provision  in  the  law, 
if  he  were  restrained  from  selling  one,  two,  or 
three  yards  at  a  time. 

The  law,  as  to  its  object,  is  unfair  and  oppres- 
sive upon  many  portions  of  our  country^  Dis- 
tilled spirits  are  the  staple  commodity  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  do^s  appear  to 
me  that  Congress  have  just  the  same  right  to  tax 
the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  cotton  of  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia,  or  tne  sugar  of  Louisiana,  as 
the  whiskey  of  any  other  quarter  of  the  country. 
The  tax  operatea  with  peculiar  pressure  on  those 
parts  distantly  situated  from  market,  while  it  is 
not  felt Jn  those  near  the  seaboard.  It  is,  there- 
fore, giving  to  the  latter  a  great  advantage  over 
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the  former.  BqcIi  ad>rftnti^e9,  giteii  by  a  law  to 
oae  portion  of  the  eommunitj  o?er  any  other  por> 
tion,  oarht  to  finrm  a  suffieieot  objeetion  to  the 
law  itself  to  produce  its  repeal. 

As  to  the  amy  on  carrieget,  on  aoetioos,  aad 
stainps,  it  affects  materially  but  few  portions  of 
the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
Were  it  only  for  my  indiTidaal  benefit  and  ao- 
eommodation,  I  8honl4  aot  be  very  anzions  to 
effect  the  repeal  of  those  daties.  But,  sir,  if  one 
or  two  of  them  be  taken  oS^  the  rcTenoe  arising 
from  the  others  would  scarcelr  jostify  a  contin- 
nance  of  the  mtem ;  and  as  I  hare  no  wish  to 
see  the  rest  of*^  the  people  of  the  United  States 
loaded  with  taxes,  while  my  constitnents  are  free 
from  them,  I  am,  for  this  reason,  prepared  to  vote 
an  entire  repeal  of  the  system. 

Another  reason  inducing  a  wish  to  repeal  the 
taxes  at  this  time,  is,  that  it  would  probably  make 
the  representatiTC  branch  of  the  QoTernment 
more  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation  than  it 
now  is.  The  best  writers  on  the  British  Consti- 
tution say,  that  the  tendency  of  that  Qo^cnment 
is  to  a  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  King. 
Some  gentlemen  of  great  research  and  profound 
thought,  in  our  country,  have  said  that  the  ten- 
dency of  this  Qoternment  is  to  a  concentration 
of  all  power  in  the  Executive.  It,  indeed,  re- 
quires but  a  partial  acquaintance  with  the  history 
of  the  present  day^  to  be  convinced  that  the  Bx- 
eeutire  branch  or  the  GoTcrnment  threatens  to 
swallow  up  all  the  rest.  Qentlemen  hare  admit- 
ted, in  debate,  on  this  floor,  the  existence  of  this 
iactj  with  mueh  apparent  regret,  and  hare  ex- 
horted the  House  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
be  likel|r  to  counteract  Presidential  influence.  It 
is  for  this  reason,  then,  that  I  would  repeal  the 
acts  imposing  internal  duties.  Let  me  aslc,  if  the 
President  had  recommended  the  repeal,  whether 
there  would  be  such  opposition  to  the  measure 
as  we  hare  witnessed  ?  No,  sir.  I  feel  justified 
inr  stating,  that  if  the  President  had  adrised  it, 
there  would  be  scarcely  a  dissenting  roice.  But 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  a  meas- 
ure upon  the  character  and  reputation  of  this 
House  ?  It  would  be  resounded  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other  by  the  friends  of  the 
Sxecutire.  that  be  deserred  all  the  praise  for  al« 
leriating  the  burdens  of  the  people  j  that  his  su- 

gerior  foresight,  penetration,  ano  lore  of  country, 
ad  pointed  out  that  wise  and  beneficent  measure. 
In  this  state  of  the  case,  the  President  would  hare 
more  of  the  praise  and  gratitude  of  the  nation 
than  he  was  entitled  to  receire,  while  Congress 
would  be  regarded  rather  as  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bxecutire,  than  as  the  immediate 
agents  of  the  people,  laboring  excIHsirely  for  the 
good  of  those  whom  they  represented.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  I  would  prefer  roting  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  before  it  was  recommended  by 
the  President,  rather  than  afterwards;  because, 
if  you  carry  a  repeal  without,  or  eren  against 
Bxecutire  recommendation,  you  will  then  come 
in  for  a  share  of  that  praise  which  would  attach 
to  the  President  alone,  if  he  had  recommended 
the  measure.    Not  us  an  Indiridual,  then,  but  as  1 


a  member  of  the  npvtseBiative  bamaeh  of  ov 
Gtorerament,  and  anxious  to  aee  it  raiaed  to  that 
degree  of  faror  which  i%  merits  in  tka 
of  the  people,  I^shaU  rote  for  an  ti 
peal  of  the  system  of  internal  tmxea.  It 
be  admitted  by  some  that  the  taxes 
many  years  to  coma  Why  not,  then 
the  work  at  the  present  session  ?  Why 
tbe  President  to  say;  '^Bepeal  the  mxea  f*  Why 
not  rather  anticipate  him  in  annonaaiBg  relief  to 
the  peopled  Gentlemen  say  that  Congveas  has 
ceased  to  be  as  important  and  gnomm  in  the  eye 
of  the  people  as  it  formerly  was;  thnc  aaaay 
causes  hare  conspised  to  depress  its  etaraeier, 
aad  to  render  it  leas  an  object  ttffiteor  dteii  heie- 
tolbre.  It  is  lamenuble^  indeed,  if  this  be  the 
fact ;  but  we  ourselres  are  to  blame.  We  hnie 
been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  waiting  for  Execo- 
tire  reeommendation,  before  we  woui  praaumc 
to  adopt  anr  measure  which  was  likdy  aa  render 
us  acceptable  to  the  nation ;  whik  the  adion  of 
erery  improper  or  nnpopalar  mensae  was  uue 
to  be  lerelled  against  us.  Let  us^  then,  at  the 
present  session,  act  a  part-  which  heoamas  us;  let 
us  eonrinoe  the  nation  and  the  world  tha&  we^ 
the  Representttires  of  the  people,  are  independ- 
ent of  Bxecutire  will;  that  we  will  pntaue  th^ 
interest  of  our  censtitoeofte.  even  wiihonc  Presi* 
dential  recommendation.  But,  sir,  ii  we  adept  a 
contrary  course;  ifwewaittobedioiatedtobytho 
Bxecutire;  if  we  auspend  our  own  opiinons  till 
his  fiat  be  proehdmcd,  then  we  shnll  feaLixe  ilie 
condition  of  which  we  now  only  behotd  the  proa* 
peot,  and  to  which  we  see  only  the  teadettcy.  that 
Is,  the  coneentratton  of  all  power  in  the  JSxeeo- 
tire,  and  the  depremion  of  the  reprsecntatire 
branch  of  our  Gorernment.  Miaenhie,  indeed^ 
will  be  the  fnte  of  our  oouniry,  if  the  K^preaentn- 
tires  of  the  people  shodd,  by  an  iapremrfeat  oaa 
or  improper  foraeamnce  of  the  powen  with  wfaieh 
they  are  intrusted,  brng  open  theaiaelr^ea  auch 
annihilation.  « 

The  last,  but  not  the  least  t easoa  with  ne  for 
repealing  the  taxe%.is,  that  it  may  become  neees* 
sary  to  reduce  the-Army*    For  my  own  paM^  I 
think  the  taxes  may  be  taken  ol^  and  ^%  Aimj 
permitted  to  remain  at  the  present  number  of  ten 
thousand.    But  I  am  conscious^  that  ae  long  na 
we  continue  to  raise  moaey  and  rote  ai^^es, 
there  will  be  no  disposition  either  to  practise 
economy,  or  curtail  any  of  the  expensive  estab- 
lishments which  now  exist*    It  i»  the  opinion  of 
some  gentlemen  that,  with  the  existing  Military 
Bsublishment,  it  would  be  improper  to  dlspenae 
with  the  taxes.    I  wish  it  therefore  (by  rcpeaiing 
the  taxes)  to  become  necessary  in  the  optnioa  of 
those  gentlemen  to  reduce  the  Army.    This  pert 
of  the  subject  is  as  important  as  any  which  can 
or  will  come  before  Congreas  at  thie  or  any  oiher 
session.  It  inrotres  a  pnnciple  of  polttica  udiiei 
appeared  at  one  tieiie  to  be  settled,  but  wiiich  new 
appears  again  to  be  in  doubt.    It  is  nny  opiaiott 
that  the  Army  ought  to  be  reduced  to  six  ihooa- 
and ;  first,  because  standing  armies  io  time  of 
peace  hare  erer  been  held  dangerous  to  thelibet^ 
ties  of  a  free  people ;  and,  aecimdiy,  beonase  of 
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tbe  OBnaeewtty  cxfMMse  lo  wbttk  w«  at*  sub* 
jaeted  by  sapp^iiog  so  army  of  ten  thounnd. 

Whtt,  sir,  was  the  laogoage  held  by  onr  f«tb- 
ers,  who  achieved  the  IndepeadeDce  of  their  cona- 
try,  and  who,  as  they  knew  best  how  to  aequire 
liberty,  also  knew  best  bow  to  maintain  it  ?   They 
uaiversall^,  when  called  upon  for  an  opinion,  said 
that  staading  armies  in  time  of  peace  were  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  a  free  people^  and  ought 
not  to  be  allowed.    So  sacred  was  this  principle, 
that  it  was  inserted  in  the  eonstitutldns  of  most, 
if  not  all  of  the  States.    In  the  constitution  of 
North  Carolina,  I  know  there  is  a  proTision  to  this 
effect.    The  same.  I  believe,  will  be  found  in  the 
constitutions  of  all  the  States ;  but  as  there  are 
gentlemen  present  from  the  several  States,  they 
will  correct  me  if  I  should  be  wrong.    Our  fore* 
fathers,  Mr.  Speaker,  were  not  to  oe  scared  at 
shadow6*-they  had  braved  the  direful  effects  of 
British  vengeance;  they  had  rode  in  triumph 
through  the  storms  of  war ;  they  had  conquered 
the  independence  of  their  country — and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  they  would  be  so  terrified  at 
a  mere  phantom  as  to  guard  against  it  by  the 
solemn  provisions  of  the  Constitution.    I  speak 
therefore  in  the  language  of  wisdom,  because  it 
is  the  language  tff  the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, when  I  say  that  stfinding  armies  in  time 
of  peace  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a  free 
people,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed.    In  corrob- 
oration of  this  truth,  I  can  refer  you  to  the  history 
of  all  Qovemments.  What  enabled  Caesar  to  over- 
throw the  Government  of  Rome,  or  Cromwell 
that  of  England,  but  a  standing  army  7    Or  what, 
in  more  modern  times,  enabled  Bonaparte  to  des- 
olate the  fairest  portion  of  Europe,  out  a  stand- 
ing army,  and  the  diffusion  of  an  ardent,  restless, 
nuitary  spirit?    Sir,  if  I  had  no  other  evidence 
3f  this  truth  than  the  mere  dictum  of  the  sages 
ind  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  I  would  yield  my 
issent  to  it  $  but,  when  it  comes  to  us  in  the  shape 
}f  a  solemn  Constitutional  provision,  and  when 
;bat  provision  is  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
ill  the  evidence  which  history  affords,  I  should 
:bink  myself  worse  than  a  sceptic  to  Withhold 
issent. 

It  has,  sir,  been  well  remarked  by  a  writer  of 
l^reat  reputation,  that  man  is  v^ry  much  a  crea- 
ure  of  habit^that  he  often  acts  from  habit  more 
han  reflection.  Hence  the  necessity  of  forming 
iorrect  habits,  by  resorting  at  first  to  the  dictates 
»f  sound  reason  and  dispassionate  iudgment.  It 
s  with  govemmentt  as  with  individtials ) '  for 
fOTernments  are  operated  upon-^are  put  in  mo- 
ion — ^by  the  principles  of  the  meft  who  adminis- 
er  them.  If  standing  armies  are  dangeMas  to  the 
lealth  and  well-beingof  a  government,  we  should 
IS  carefully  avoid  keeping  them  it  ezisteac&^as 
me  shoold  avoid,  in  our  private  capacity,  the  Mr> 
nation  of  bad  habits.  If  €h>vernmeiit  should  coo* 
inne  a  standing  army,  the  alarming  tendencies, 
he  frightful  consequences,  of  such  an  establish- 
nent.  will  at  lenath  beeom^  familiar  to  us,  and 
Bve  snail  be  lolled  into  seeoniy  amidst  evea  the 
DQost  threatening  danger.  To  avoid  then  a  habit 
>f  fondness  for  a  standing  army,  weafaould  ahraya 


in  tine  of  peaee  briag  it  down  to  the  oaiaiaavm 
of  what  may  be  neediuL  la  war  we  must  necea* 
sarily  hare  bmu  to  combat  the  enemy,  but  as  soon 
at  war  is  orer  we  should  recollect  the  maxim 
transmitted  to  na  by  our  forefathers ;  we  should 
consider  that  in  time  ot  peace  an  amiy  is  danger- 
ous, and  immediately  reduce  it  as  low  as  the 
situation  and  circumstances  of  the  country  will 
permit.  I  would  not  be  understood  to  intimate, 
in  the  most  distant  manner,  that  any  of  our  offi- 
'ceraand  soldiers  at  present  would  endanger  the 
liberties  of  our  country.  No,  sir,  such  is  not  iny 
meaning,  and  I  beg  the  House  not  to  believe  me 
as  conveying  the  most  distant  idea  of  the  kind. 
The  present  Amy  has  neither  the  numbers  jnoff 
the  disposition  to  engage  ia  so  unhallowed  a  work. 
All  I  contend  for,  is  this:  that  the  Gk»vemaMat 
and  people  of  the  United  States  should  not,  ia 
opjpoaitioa  to  the  advice  of  oUr  forefathera,  ac- 
qtnte  a  habit  of  fondaen  for  and  dapeadewae 
upon  astaadidgarain^}  that,  to  avoid  tntt  habit, 
it  should  be  a  settled  rule,  ia  time  of  peace,  to 
reduce  the  Army  as  low  as  the  situation  of  the 
country  will  permit ;  that  the  question  shonld  not 
be,  how  many  men  can  we  retain  In  the  serrice, 
but  how  many  can  we  dispense  with  T— that  we 
should  not  keep  in  service  as  many  as  possible, 
but  as  few  as  possible.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  continue  in  service  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  ?  In  my  judgment,  it  is  net. 
We  want  just  so  many  men  as  will  garrison  ouc 
posts  and  fortifications.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
statement,  from  which  it  will  appear  (hat  a  litda 
uj^acdsof  six  thousand  men  will  be  amplv:  anffi- 
oieat  for  thia  pofpoee  $  any  Mater  ntuaoes  in* 
vol  viag  a  risk  of  eottlcactiag  that  danovaiis  habit 
of  fonoaeas  lor  a  standiav  army,  to  vniieh  I  have 
alMed.  Tha  hiduifeilee  of  the  House  wilt,  I 
trust,  be  extaaded  to  me,  while  I  read  the  tiate- 
mmt:  it  waa  fomiahed  by  oae  in  whoaa  hmU- 
tar y  knowladKo  I  hanre  the  utOMst  confidaaoe*  If 
yeallemea  are  not  eiflially  disposed  to  ooaAde  in 
it,  they  have  only  to  produoe'  other  statemeotSy 
and  the  eaador  and  iatelligeafeeof  the  House  will 
diaiermine  between  us. 

[Mr.  W.  then  «iead  to  the  House  the  number, 
situation,  and  namee,  of  our  forts  and  other  jmUic 
works,  and  the  nomoer  and  description  or  force 
tiecessarv  to  be  placed  in  each,  as  follows: 

Foit  Hawkins^— At  Com  ion  one  company  of  into* 
try  is  necessaiyj  to  prevent  the  white  people  from  ixh 
trading  on  tha  £adiuis,and  also  to  preserre  the  ftetory 
establahed  for  the  puiposes  of  trade. 

Town  of  8atannah-*0ne  company  of  artidery  to 
keep  the  fort  in  repair ;  the  cannon  and  small  atms  in 
order;  and  also  to  aid  the  revenue  officers^  if  occasion 
should  x^nfre. 

Charleston.— At  Charleston  there  are  ton  Moultrie, 
Fort  Johnson,  and  CsstTe  Pinkney.  At  these  places 
two  companiee  of  artilleiy  will  be  necessaiy,  for  the 
same  purposes  as  at  Savannah. 

Fort  Johnson,  below  Wilmington,  fai  Nordi  Caro- 
lilM»— The  works  at  this  place  are  very  uniai^ortant, 
and  seareely  merit  the  attention  of  a  garrisoa ;  ^t^  to 
sweB  the  esthaate,  we  will  asaign  to  thai  Art  one  tarn* 
pany  of  artilleiy. 

Keifttt^— Fort  Nelson  and  Fdrt  Norfolk  are  the 
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0aif  woorka.  Tbare  OMy  be  a  water  battery  on  CniF 
nej  Island,  eracted  during  the  war,  but  it  ia  not  neeea- 
aaiy  to  gmniaon  it  in  time  of  peace.  At  theae  worka 
two  companies  of  artilleiy  may  be  neceanry  te  kecqp 
them  in  repair ;  to  preserve  the  cannon,  email  anas,  and 
munitions  of  war ;  and  occasionally  to  aid  the  roTenue 
officers,  as  at  Savannah. 

Baltimore — ^Fort  McHenzy.  One  company  of  artil- 
leiy, for  the  same  purposes. 

Philaddphia — Mad  or  8aUiYan*s  Fort.  One  com- 
pany of  artillery,  for  the  same  puzposes. 

New  Yorker-Here  tiieie  is  a  fort  called  Castle  Wil- 
liam, with  two  or  three  other  forts,  the  names  of  which 
are  not  recollected,  and  which  are  not  material.  At 
these  places  three  companies  of  artillezy  would  do  the 
evdinaiy  ganiaon  duties,  but  we  will  say  lour. 

Newport,  Rhode  Uand.— Fmt  Trumbull,  it  is  be- 
lieved, la  the  name  of  th«  worka.  At  this  place  one 
eempany  of  artUleiy  may  be  neoeasaiy. 

Boalon«-~The  name  of  the  worka  unknown ;  but, 
from  the  extent  of  them,  aa  general^  undeiitood,  two 
eempanies  of  aitiUeiy  wUl  be  quite  auffident. 

New  London,  Connectiout^-Oae  company  of  artil- 
lery* 

Flattabuxg. — ^Rouse's  Point,  near  Plattabuig,  is  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Isle  de  Noix,  in  Lower  Canada; 
and  lest  at  some  unguarded  moment  the  enemy  might 
poesibly  mdke  a  dash  upon  it,  we  will  assign  to  this 
place  two  companies  of  artillery  and  two  of  in&ntxy . 

Sackett's  Harbor--one  company  of  artillery. 

Niagara — One  company  of  artillery. 

Detroit  and  iti  dependencies^  Madonaw,  Green  Bay, 
and  Ohicago^^Fort  Detroit,  three  companies  of  infiui- 
try  and  one  companr  of  artilleiy ;  Fort  Mackinaw, 
tbree  compaaiea  of  infantiy  and  a  subaltem'a  command 
of  artiUety ;  Gveen  Bay,  two  companies  of  inftntry 
and  a  subaltem'a  oommand  of  artilleiy ;  Chicago,  two 
ooBpaniea  of  infimtiy .  It  ia  neceamy  there  should  be 
a  la^Ber  fi>roe  at  Detioit  than  the  other  places,  for  the 
purpose  of  eseorting  supplies  of  piotinons  and  muni- 
tiona  of  war  to  Mackinaw,  GUeen  Bay,  and  Chicago. 

St.  Louie  and  ite  dependencies,  Fort  Edwards,  Port 
Annsteong,  Fort  Crawford,  Fort  Claike^  Fort  Oaage, 
and  a  fort  to  be  eetabliahed  on  the  Aikanaa.-— To  theae 
plaoea  may  be-as«gned  ten  oomnanles  of  riflemen  and 
one  ofartUleiy,  to  be  disposed  of  aa  follows,^:  Fort 
Edwards,  one  com]pany  of  riflemen;  Fort  Aimationg, 
two  companies  of  riflemen  and  n,  subaltern's  command 
of  artilleiy  ;  Fort  Crawford,  three  companies  of  rifle- 
men and  a  subaltern's  command  of  artillery;  Fort 
Clarke,  one  company  of  riflemen ;  Fort  Onge,  one  com- 
pany of  riflemen ;  the  fort  to  be  established  on  the 
Arkanaas,  one  company  of  riflemen ;  the  depot  at  9t. 
Louis,  one  company  of  riflemen ; — and  the  residue  of 
the  artillery  to  keep  the  stores  in  readiness,  and  to 
eaoert  aurolies  to  Uie  outposts,  when  necessary. 

Fort  Washington,  on  the  Potomac-— One  company 
of  artiUeiT. 

New  Orleans  and  dependencies.  Fort  St.  Philip, 
Fort  Bt.  Charlea^  Fort  St.  John,  Fort  Petite  Coqnille*— 
Four  compaiuea  of  artUIery  wiU  be  entirely  sufficient 
to  garrison  these  places. 

Mobile— Two  companies  of  artillery. 

Those  Uttk  forte  in  the  Creek  nation,  vis:  FortJack- 
aDn,.Fort  Decatur,  Fort  Williams,  Fort  Crawford,  dce^ 
aie  oonsidend  unworthy  of  notice,  because  the  Indiana 
are  oompleisly  subdued.  The  country  is  fost  sf^tUngt 
and  these  places  will  be  of  no  use. 

It  nay  be  necespaiy  to  estahliah  a  fort  on  the  Appa- 


ladiioola,  at  ot  near  tfie  OpttiiBk  litie, 
pany  of  artillery  will 
ment  can  propoee.  j 

The  statement  exhibited  to  the  House  htdg^nt 
▼ery  much  into  detail,  and  Mr.  W.  said  he  mast 
apologize  for  having  so  long  occapied  the  ntrea- 
tidn  of  the  gentlemen.  It  appeared  to  him  ne- 
cessary that  a  statement  of  the  kind  should  &ow 
the  different  positions  of  the  garrisonsi  and  the 
various  uses  to  which  thej  must  be  applied.  If 
this  were  done,  those  not  inclined  to  a  reduction 
of  the  Army  eonld  more  easily  point  oat  the  errors 
contained  in  any  statemente  made  to  the  House, 
and  he  hoped  this  consideration  wotild  justify 
him  for  having  consumed  so  much  time  by  mi- 
nute details  ofthis  part  of  the  subject.  It  is  ob- 
vious from  this  Matement  that  an  army  contain- 
ing about  six  thousand  two  hundred  men  will  be 
entirely  adequate  to  every  purpose.  He  must, 
then,  in  the  serious&ess  and  soberness  of  the  most 
heartfelt  conviction  say,  that  the  Army  should  be 
reduced ;  that  he  would  adopt  the  maxim  that 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  were  dangerous 
to  liberty,  and  that  no  act  of  his  sh(mld  ever  in- 
duce  the  Grovernment  to  form  a  habit  different 
froob  that  maxim  by  continuing  in  service  a 

6 renter  number  than  is  absolutely  wanted.  This, 
e  said,  is  the  point  to  which  we  should  always 
go,  and  beyond  which  we  ought  never  to  pass, 
because  the  least  extravagance  in  this  matter  iu- 
roires  the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  reduce  the  Army  in  the  present  unset- 
tled state  of  the  world.  Sir^  I  consider  their  fears 
on  this  head  as  perfectly  visionary ;  for  we  can- 
not, I  think,  entertain  apprehensions  of  another 
war  within  any  short  time.  On  the  Canada  fron- 
tier. Great  Britain  is  the  weaker  Power  I'o  rela- 
tioli  to  the  United  States.  She  cannot  act  wicli 
such  a  want  of  wisdom,  with  so  much  precipita- 
tion, as  to  commence  war  upon  us  in  that  quarter. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  Spain  on  out  south- 
western frontier ;  in  addition  to  which  the  state 
of  her  South  American  provinces  will  be  most 
ample  security  for  her  pacific  dispositions,  ft  is 
not  likely,  therefore,  that  hostilities  will  be  com- 
menced against  us  in  any  part  of  our  territories, 
so  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  retain 
in  service  more  than  a  Peace  Establishment. 

There  ia  one  other  point  of  view  in  which  this 
subject  ought  to  be  consideredy  and  in  which  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  good  policy,  if  not  of  impe- 
rious duty,  to  reduce  the  Army*  It  is,  that  a 
reduction  now  will  conduce  hereafter  to  the  mote 
effectual  and  substantial  defence  of  the  country. 
I  well  know  that  it  is  invidious  to  draw  compati* 
sons,  and  I  (rust  not  to  be  understood  in  what  I 
shall  say  as  meaning  the  least  disparagement  lo 
any  description  of  troops  during  the  late  varj 
they  all  did  their  duty.  But  as  thece  are  tkim 
d^rees  of  comparison,  I  would  aak  whether  the 
omcers  and  soldiers  enlisted  a  long  time  prior  to 
the  lat^  war,  or  those  enlisted  immediatelf  before 
the  w£  and  during  its  continuance^  won  the  bat- 
tles which  hare  doae  so  mucb  honor  to  the  conn 
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try  ?  Browo  and  Jadnon,  and  ^e  offiaen  and 
loldiers  who  foQfifht  andar  their  baoMct^  ware  not 
9f  the  old  Militarjr  Bslablkhmeiit.  U  U  a  rale 
irhicfa,  Ibeliere,  willgtQ«rallf  hold  good  throagh- 
3Ut  the  late  war,  that-  the  offioevs  and  eoldiers  of 
:he  new  BetaUisfameiit  eoatriboted  most  to  the 
defence  of  their  eountry.  The  same  remark  ap* 
plies  to  the  troope  of  other  nttioas.  When  troops 
la^e  beeo  enlisted  just  so  long  as  to  be  perfectly 
Hsciplined  and  no  longer,  they  fight  best ;  after 
iiey  have  become  enerrated  by  all  the  irregulari- 
ties of  a  camp  life,  they  are  not  so  moch  to  be 
lepended  on.  Taking,  then,  these  data,  it  be- 
comes both  a  doty  and  a  matter  of  wise  policy, 
n  re^rd  to  theintare  defence  of  onr  eosntryi  to 
mrtail  the  Army.  Suppose  we  remain  at  p«ace 
en  years,  we  haVe  now  an  Army  of  ten  regi- 
nents,  costing  the  Goremment  annoaily  $500MO 
sach.  If  we  reduce  the  number  to  fiye^  we  shall 
n  ten  years  sa^e  925,000,000 ;  if  we  con^ane  the 
idditional  five,  we  shall  in  that  time  expend 
125,000,000.  These  «25.000,000  would  keep  in 
lerrice  fifty  regiments  for  one  jear,  or  twenty- 
ive  regiments  tor  two  years.  Then,  by  redoeiog 
he  Army,  we  shall  at  the  end  of  ten  years  be 
ible  to  employ  fifty  regiments  for  one  year,  or 
rwentv-fiTC  rmments  for  two  years.  Now,  sir, 
'.  woQid  ask  whether,  by  redttcing  the  Armr,  we 
hall  not,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  oe  better  ana  to 
lefend  the  country  with  fmy  regiments  or  with 
wenty-five,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  manner 
iboTe  stated,  than  if  we  do  not  reduce  it,  and  at 
he  end  of  ten  years  have  only  the  ten  old  legi- 
nents,  worn  out  and  enfeebled  by  all  the  irregu- 
arities  of  a  camp  life,  and  in  the  exMrienee  of 
srery  country  not  bo  much  to-be  relied  on  ?  I 
rill  not  saT  that  my  view  is  exactly  eonreet  in 
JI  its  details,  but  that  the  principle  of  it  is  true 
annot  be  doubted.  Were  it,  therefore,  only  for 
be  purpose  of  saving  $25,000,000,  and  of  being 
hereby  better  able  at  the  end  of  ten  years  to  de- 
end  the  eountry,  I  should  Tote  to  reduce  the 
Lrmy.  But  when,  in  connexion  with  this  riew 
»f  the  ease,  we  reflect  on  the  danger  of  a  etandtng 
Irmy  unnecessarily  large  in  time  of  peace,  we 
hould  not,  in  my  judgment,  hesitate  a  moment 
s  to  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued. 

But  gentlemen  say  the  Army  is  not  fff  eater  now 
ban  it  was  in  the  Administration  of  fifr.  Jefier- 
OD,  and  from  thence  argue  that  it  ought  not  to 
»e  reduced.  It  is,  sir,  a  very  unsatisfactory  mode 
>f  defending  any  measure,  to  say  that  something 
tf  the  kind  has  existed  in  times  past.  Upon  that 
principle,  not  only  the  foibles,  but  the  enormities, 
»f  almost  every  Government  might  be  defended. 
The  fact,  however,  is  not  as  it  is  alleged  to  be. 
hir.  Jefferson's  Peace  Bstablishmeat  consisted 
»nly  of  three  thousand  men,  and  he  got  on  very 
irell  with  that  number ;  when  an  as|>eet  of  war 
(oddenly  appeared  in  oaT,horixon|  it  is  true  that 
;h«  number  was  increased.  If  m  a  course  of 
fears  after  the  proposed  reduction  a  prospect  of 
war  should  again  appear,  we  can  imitate  the  ex- 
smple  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  andincreaae  the  number. 
§L  great  error  has  arisen  amongst  us,  from  sup- 
posing Aatthe  maxima  ti  policy  in  ralatloB  to 


standing  armies  in  Europe  are  applicable  to  our 
sitnalion ;  whereas  direetly  the  contrary  is  the 
fact.  In  Bntope,  great,  powerful,  and  hostile  na* 
tions  border  upon  eacn  other;  they  are  always 
disposed  to  uke  an  advantage,  and  often  com- 
mence wars  without  permitting  their  adversaries 
to  have  any  notice  of  such  designs.  But  with  us. 
although  our  Government  b  composed  of  sepa- 
mte  inaependent  sovereignties,  yet  they  are  bound 
together  in  one  common  union  of  peace  and 
friendship.  We  are  separated  from  the  nations 
of  Europe,  the  only  Powers  that  can  attack  us, 
by  an  ocean  of  immense  extent ;  no  war  cau  be 
undertaken  against  us  without  saving  ns  reaeon- 
able  time  for  preparation.  The  maxim%  Iheie- 
fore,  in  favor  of  standing  armies  in  Europe  do  not 
apply  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Btates ; 
and  the  question  for  us  now  to  decide  is  not 
whether  the  Army  was  as  great  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson  as  it  is  at  present, 
but  whether  it  is  not  now  greater  than  necessary  ? 
I  have  produced  statements  to  suppMt  the  affirai* 
ative  ot  this  propoeitieOf  and  I  call  upon  gende- 
men  to  disprove  them.  If  it  can  be  shown  to  my 
setisfaetion  that  the  present  establishment  of  ten 
thousand  is  necessary  to  the  deft  nee  of  ihe  coun- 
try, I  pledge  you  my  word,  sir,  that  I  will  not 
vote  for  a  reduction.  Prove  thb,  and  my  oppo- 
sition ceases  from  that  monient.  But,  believing 
that  the  number  now  in  service  greatly  exoeeds 
that  which  is  necessary,  I  must  persevere  in  the 
course  I  have  marked  out. 

I  will  now  conclude,*  Mr.  Speaker,  With  re- 
marking to  the  House,  that  these  observations 
have  been  offered  not  out  of  any  respect  I  could 
entertain  for  the  calls  made  upon  me  by  diffi?rent 
gentlemen  when  this  sulject  was  sligntly  agita- 
ted on  Fridav  last.  For  those  calls,  air,  I  conkl 
not  possibly  feel  any  respect,  and  my  remarks  at 
present  have  been  submitted  to  the  House  from 
a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  and  to  the  nation,  more 
than  from  any  other  conaideration .  The  tiine  has 
now  arrived  when,  by  the  vote  of  this  House,  we 
ahall  determine  whether  the  Gkivernment  of  the 
United  States-  is  hereafter  'to  conform  ita  meas- 
ures to  the  characteristic  purity,  simplicity,  and 
economy  of  its  institutions;  or  whether  we  shall 
go  as  other  nations  have  gone,  and  run  equally 
with  them  the  race  of  taxation  and  extmvag[anae. 

Mr.  Calhodn,  of  South  Catolina,  spoke  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  T«nneseoe, 
and  North  Carolina,  particulaily  condemning  the 
unseasonableness  of  the  hour  at  which  this  quea- 


tion  had  been  introduced  into 


aad 


showing  the  improbability  of  acting  cpnelusively 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  HnK3BBT  momi  ioAmj  the  seseAotion  on 
the  table. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cahsoii , 
Sbaxp,  and  Habdxr,  and  supported  bv  Messn. 
Ronoraoiii  Shkffbt,  SmitB)  of  Maryland,  Had 
LowKoas,  on  various  xrounds  and  ai  some  length. 

Mr.  CoHifBB,  of  Massacfhusetts,  said  that  he 
reae  to  enter  iiis  protest  against  the  rednetioft  of 
the  Army,  which  had  been  atrenuously  inaisiad 
upon  by  his  irieaid  from  North  ^Cacoliaa,  <Mr. 
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Williams,)  and  whieh  be  had  tboaglu 
to  bear  him  out  in  his  reaoltttion  fo  repeal  the  io- 
taraal  taxes.  He  did  not.  by  any  means,  sec  the 
necessity  of  the  honorable  ^ntleman's  inter- 
weaving  che  tedoction  of  the  Army  with  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  duties.  For,  by  his  own 
showing,  after  the  expense  of  the  Army  on  its 
present  establishment,  and  all  tbe  other  expenses 
of  Gbvernment,  including  an  additional  apim>- 

8 nation  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to  the  Sinkidg 
'undyhave  been  defrayed,  there  will  reoiain  in 
the  Treasury,  at  the  and  of  the  present  year,  ten 
millions  of  oollars.  If  the '  internal  taxes  were 
UBoecessary,  he  woold  vote  for  their  repeal,  but 
he  woold  not  vote  to  reduce  the  Army. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  brief,  for  time  was 
becoming  every  hour  mote  and  more  precious. 
A  great  pressure  of  important  business  remained 
on  hand.  He  regrettea  that  this  subject  had  not 
been  uken  up  at  an  earlier  period. 

After  adjusting  the  important  questioBS  of  our 
own  'Compensation,  and  whether  we  should  or 
should  not  torn  out  our  under  doorkeeper  $  after 
haTtng  met  the  honorable  Senate  in  solemn  con- 
vention, who  chose  to  withdraw  to  give  us  an 
opportifoity  to  adjust  another  momeototis  ques- 
uon,  we  are  now  at  the  very  close  of  the  session 
just  commencing  business.  He  had  heard  the 
House  was  not  a  favorite  with  the  nation,  and  he 
feared  it  never  would  be  until  some  radical 
change  was  effected  in  our  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness. The  unfortunate  Army,  he  said^  was  nei- 
thev  a  favorite  with  this  House  or  the  nation,  he 
believed,  notwithstanding  its  gallant  and  merito- 
rious services.  He  believed  there  never  was  an 
Army  mere  gallant,  6r  one  that  had  to  struggle 
wish  greater  privations  and  difficulties.  Every 
otte  seemed  anxious  who  should  give  it  the  first 
thrust,  as  if  it  were  some  mighty  usurper,  and 
we  were  Brutus  and  Cassius,  and  company.  Et 
iu  BruU  /^-(pointiog  to  Qeneral  Harrison.)  In 
the  fint  fAace.  it  is  sad^ed  with  immense  expen- 
ditorea  that  belong  exclusively  to  distinct  objects ; 
fortifications,  arsenals,  ordnance,  dtc,  dkc.,  all  are 
eharf^ed  to  the  Army^  when  in  fact  they  have 
nothing  mora  to  do  with  the  Army,  as  it  regards 
expense,  than  with  the  Navy.  £>isband  your 
Arm^,  and  you  do  not  reduce  these  expenses. 
In  this,  I  had  almost  said  insidious  manner,  the 
Anny  is  held  oat  to  the  nation  as  eonsuming 
between  six  and  seven  millions  of  dollars,  when 
in  fret  it  consumes  but  about  three  millions. 
You  have  recently  taken  away  the  pay  of  brevet 
officers,  which  they  were  entitled  to  when  exer- 
cmBf  saparete  commands,  generally  the  reward 
of  distinguished  services;  the  price  of  blood,  as 
my  hoaonhle  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nel- 
aon)  apprepriately  calls  it;  you  have  disbanded 
vetenns  iHthout  remuneratioh,  who  have  served 
their  country  year  after  year,  and  we  ate  now 
called  upon  to  reduce  the  establishment,  with  a 
▼lew  to  its  ultimate  annihilation.  Mr.  G.  said, 
that  if  the  Army  must  fidl,  he  had  rather  see  it 
ihil  struggling  with  the  enemies  of  our  country, 
^oukl  the  <«tug  of  wmi^  again  be  had.  than  be- 
teldU  expire  on  this  fleer.    He  had.  rather  seeitt 


bones  again  whiten  the  left  haak  af  the  llia|sia. 
or  the  plains  of  York  aftd  WlUiamsboiy,  diumw 
contest  again. become  necessary  at  those  ponus. 
Sir,  I  have  no  feelings  on  thia  suhieec  hot  sod 
as  a  legislator  ought  to  have.  If  I  hare  any  feel- 
ings, it  is  because  I  have  witneascd  scenes  of 
havoc  and  disaster,  at  which  the  mind  sttkens: 
it  is  because  I  know  that  thousanda  have  aaae- 
cessarily  been  destroyed,  and  miliions  ttnueceani- 
rUy  expended,  for  want  of  that  system,  orgaaiza- 
tton.  military  science,  discipline,  and  peltce.  tbit 
can  alone  be  acquired  and  retained  bjr  permanent 
institution.  It  is  uue,  the  enthuamam  of  the 
American  character  forced  victory  ihroogb  tU 
the  impediments  thrown  in  our  way  by  the  wiat 
of  this  military  inurement  and  service,  but  it  wis 
at  tbe  expense  of  a  vast  deal  of  blood  and  trem- 
are.  Reduce  an  Army  of  ten  thooaand  mei, 
which  has  to  garrison  and  defend  -a  firontier  of 
five  thousand  miles !  Why,  sir,  the  prapositioa 
carries  with  it  its  own  refutatioa.  It  is  tocaliy 
unnecessary  to  go  into  the  minute  catenlatioD  of 
how  many  men  are  neeeesary  to  keep  the  works 
from  falling  into  ruin,  and  the  arms  fram  rasting, 
in  the  chain  of  fortifications  that  encireVes  out 
immense  territory,  from  Mackias  lo  a  point  five 
hundred  miles  up  the  Missooru  An  army  is  or 
is  not  necessary.  If  it  be  necessary,  ten  ihoosand 
man  is  the  very  wmtmiim  of  the  force  thaf  should 
be  assigned  to  the  different  points  of  our  immense 
empire.  The  gentleman  from  Tenneasee)  (Mr. 
CA.Riion,)  who  originally  proposed  the  resolu- 
tion, should  recollect,  that  although  the  West  caa- 
not  be  assailed  by  any  foe  but  such  a  one  as  their 
riflemen  are  amply  competent  to  cope  with,  yet 
that  we  have  ten  thousand  BriUsh  troops  posted 
in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  and  that  forty 
thousand  men  can  be  borne  hither  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind.  Sir,  what  is  the  use  of  an  umy  of 
ten  thousand  men?  It  is  a  nucleus,  araiuid 
which  thirty  thoussnd  men  can  be  congregated, 
and  who  in  this  mtaner  would  attain  more  mili- 
tary science,  discipline,  and  police;  more  real 
efficiency  in  three  months  than  \hey  otherwise 
would  in  three  sickly  and  b&oodv  campaigns, 
after  the  Treasury  had  become  banimpt,  and  the 
safety  of  the  country  jeopardixed.  It  was  by  in- 
termixing conscripts  with  ex|)erienced  troops 
that  ^naparte  was  enabled,  as  if  it  were  by  the 
stamp  of  his  foot,  to  bring  suddenly  such  im- 
mense and  such  formidable  armies  into  the  field. 
Mr.  C.  inquired  whether  the  situation  of  our  for- 
eign relations  would  admit  of  the  reduction  of 
the  Army?  Our  affiitrs  with  SpuB  were  in  a 
very  unsenled  condition*  in  addition  to  a  aeries 
of  injuries,  we  have  received  an  anrft^ftted,  an 
atrocious  insult  from  Stmin,  which,  ii  repaiatioii 
be  denied,  must  be  followed  by  immediate  war. 
So  says  the  President,  and  so  say  the  people. 
And  if  rumors  are  true,  instead  of  repaiatwo, 
that  Power  has  recently  been  making  new  sod 
urgent  demands  upon  us  for  immenae  traetsof 
territory.  Sir,  there  is  no  knowing  what  eearse 
that  Government  will  take,  the  predominant 
tnutsinwhoaechaiacteratea  blind  .and  fecocious 
fiinafiniM  and  dtepotism*   And  there  la  aotoie- 
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leeiDff  the  eoai|slieftled  chain  of  ooB«eqQ«fi€e8 
which  grow  out  of  war  when  once  entered  upon. 
\ud  Bngland^  too.  sir,  uolesa  indeed  the  Mink- 
'uptcy  and  roin  wnkh  threatens  her^  unless  the 
listress  of  her  inhahitants,  which  swells  the  note 
»f  complaint  into  the  angry  tone  of  indignation 
ind  remonstrance,  shoold  call  her  attention  at 
lome.  And  while  on  this  snhject,  permit  me  to 
ay,  sir,  that  if  I  ha^e  any  political  foresight 
vhateTer,  I  think  I  can  discern  in  that  horizon 
he  scads  which  immediately  precede  the  tem- 
pest— the  thander  and  lightning  of  revokition-* 
evolution,  sir,  which  in  young  Governments  is 
rat  the  fever  of  the  constitution,  and  frequently 
ucceeded  by  an  increased  degree  of  health^*bat 
n  old  and  corrupt  ones,  death;  the  profound 
«lm  of  derootism— the  dark  ages!  Witness 
Trance  and  Spain,  where  every  attempt  to  meli- 
orate their  condition  has  only  sunk  them  deeper 
nto  the  al^ds.  But  if  I  am  mistaken  in  these 
riews  of  the  political  situation  of  Bngiand,  I  eer- 
ainly  am  not  mistaken  in  believing  that  she 
lever  will  quietly  look  upon  our  growing  mari- 
ime  and  political  power.  It  is  contrary  to  her 
lature,  her  history,  her  genius,  and  her  ambition. 
3e  that  reaaons  otherwise,  reasons  contrary  to 
latore  and  experience,  and  his  conclusions  must 
lecessarJly  be  erroiieous. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  had  perused  the  pamphlet 
m  the  colonial  policy  of  Qreat  Britain,  which 
tad  been  alluded  to  in  debate  the  other  dav  by 
;n  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
^iLDfi,  and  he  well  recollected  that  Stephen's 
War  in  Dift^aise/'  (a  pamphlet  published  at 
be  instance  of  the  critish  Cabinet.)  was  the  pre- 
ursor  of  a  system  of  measures  which  led  to  the 
mbargo,  and  afterwards  to  war.  He  was  well 
atisfied  that  Ddenda  est  Carthago  is  the  prevail- 
Qg  maxim  in  her  Cabinet,  ^nd  another  war  with 
bat  Power  would  be  one  of  the  most  ssnguioary 
haracter,  and  decisive  of  great  events.'  It  was 
lOi,  then,  under  these  circumstances  he  was  wili- 
ng to  reduce  the  Army.  Sir,  (said  Mr..C.,)  the 
toDorable  Speaker  has  told  us  that  the  Govern- 
oeot  has  been  extremely  liberal  and  munificent 
or  nuiltary  services  rendered  the  country.  I 
[rtnt  that  in  most  instances  the  nation  was. 
;rateful  in  its  plaudits  of  our  heroes  during  the 
rar ;  but  there  are  some  instances,  at  least,  that 
avour  of  ingratitude.  What  consolation  did 
3rovernment  offer  the  father  of  Pike  for  the 
leath  of  his  immortal  son  ?  Why;,  I  will  tell 
rou,  fcir.  After  having  grown  gray  in  the  service 
if  his  country ;  after  having  b^ome  disqualified, 
)y  age  and  infirmity,  for  other  parsnits;  after 
laving  seen  his  son  expire  in  the  arms  of  glory. 
;t  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  disbanded,  turned 
ittt  to  pick  op  his  crumbs  wherever  chance  or 
tharity  might  scatter  them — turned  out,  like  an 
)ld  war-horse,  upon  the  common  to  die!  Sir,  I 
im  not,  at  this  time,  for  reducing  the  Army. 

The  question  was  at  length  decided  against 
aying  the  resolution  on  the  table-«yeas  66,  naya 
)9,  as  follows : 

Y«Ai    Meww»  Adgata,  Arohw,  Baker,  Bcrbour, 


Bsssett^  Baleiaan,  Brecksaiidge,  Brooks,  ftewn, 
Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Ohavnell,  Condict»  Creighlon, 
GrodbcTOB,  Dt;veiipoft,.  rmdl^r,  Fomsy,  Tatmhkf 
OMf  Goodwyn,  Onffin,  Hahn,  Harrison,  Eager,  fiul<» 
bsxt,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lowndes,  William  P.  Maelmy, 
Manh,Middleton,  Miller,  Mills,  J.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Orms^,  Pickarmg,  Pleasants,  Robert- 
son, Boss,  Rttgglas,  Savage,  Schenek,  SheffiBVy  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Sontbard,  Steams,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  Sonth  CaroQna,  Tellair,  Town- 
send,  Ward  of  MassachoMtta,  Webster,  Wendover, 
Wilde,  Wilkia,  ThoBMa  Wilson,  WilUam  WUson, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

N^Ts — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts^  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Blount, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Buiwell,  Cady,  Cannonf  Carr 
of  Massachusetts,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comsloek,  Cook, 
Cooper,  Ciawlbrd,  Culpeper,  Desha,  Dickens,  Bd- 
wBfds^  FleCdier,  Geldsbtmugh,  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hardin,  HeiBler,  Hendenon»  Hendiicks,  Her- 
bsst,  Hooks,  HuDgerfiird,  Irwin  ofPennsyhraaia,  Jack- 
son, Jewett,  Johnson  ef  Vii|in]a,  luat,  Kilboon, 
Xmg,  LengdoB,  Lew,  Lewis,  Little*  Love,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Lyon,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean*  Moffitt, 
Moors,  Hoj^  Nelson,  Noyes,  Penis,  Peter,  Piper, 
Powell,  Rice,  Roane.  Root,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Peon- 

?rlvama.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stuigse, 
aggart,  Tate,  Taul,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace*  Ward  of 
New  York,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  WHcox,  and  Wfl- 
liams. 

Mr.  LowKDEa,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  very 
fully  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported this  resolution,  in  principle  as  well  as  in 
detail,  vindicated  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  showed  how  inconve- 
nient a  moment  this  was  to  agitate  this  question. 

Mr.  Webotbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  also 
opposed  to  what  he  termed  a  wholesale  repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes.  He  was  willing  to  reduce  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  in  any  practical 
way,  which  was  a  qaestion,  however,  that  ou^ ht 
to  have  been  settled  before  the  present  question 
was  agitated. 

Mr.  JoBMSoN,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  reply  to 
Mr.  LowNOfia  and  others,  taking  occasion  to  ex* 
press  his  regret  that  the  question  of  a  reduction 
of  the  Army  had  been  connected  in  tl^e  debate 
with  this  proposition,  with  which  in  his  view  it 
was  wholly  unconnected  in  fact. 

Mr.  Roaa,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  at  consider- 
able length  and  with  much  earnestnesr  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  resolution  on  various 
grounds. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for,  it  being 
about  4  o'clock}  and  the  House  refused  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Inohau,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  in  order  to  save  future  trouble, 
and  make  it  more  snecific,  so  as  to  specify  the 
rejpeal  of  eaob  of  the  internal  taxes  distinctly. 
[This  will  bring  before  the  House  separately  the 
question  pf  repealing  each  tax. J 

Mr.  iHmuM^B  motion  was  as  follawa: 
Mtttokedt  That  the  duty  on  carriages  and  hameas 
be  i«pealed« 
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Betohed,  Tbat  due  datj  on  ancttoiw  be  xepMled. 

iteio/i9ec{^  That  tlie  datj  on  itamps  be  repealed.  . 

Beaoh^  That  the  datj  on  lieeneee  to  ntailen  be 
repealed. 

Ruoktdf  That  the  doty  on  refined  aogar  be  re- 
pealed. 

After  some  eoDTersation,  arising  from  the  new 
shape  now  given  to  the  proposition,  a  motion  lo 
adjourn  prevailed  by  a  small  majority,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  an  inquiry  on  the  subject 
had 'been  referred,  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  rauhiply  the  newspapers  in  which  the  acts  of 
Congress  are  published.  This  report  was  agreed 
ta    ' 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
liorted  a  bill  providing  an  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  circuit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Sbarp,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Madame  Renant  Maynaud  de  Pancemont,  and 
her  husband  Francois  Mayoaud  de  Pancemont^ 
by  their  agent  Philip  Mercier.  which  report  was 
read  \  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  biU  confirming  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  to  the  heirs 
of  Philip  Renaut;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Winter. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report 
coniaining.  estimates  of  expenses  to  be  incurred 
in  re-erecting  the  public  edifices;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingbam,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OflSce  and  Post  Roads,  reported  on  a  bill  freeing 
from  postage  all  letters  and  packets  to  end  from 
James  Madison ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letier  from  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  in- 
forming him  that  he  had  transmitted  through  tliM 
collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  Ports- 
mouth, a  map  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
for  the  use  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kinq,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  report  to 
this  House  such  measures  as  they  may  juage  ne- 
cessary to  regulate  the  importation  of  piaster  of 
Paris,  and  to  countervail  the  regulations  of  any 
other  nation,  injurious  to  our  own,  relating  to 
that  trade. 

INTERNAL  DUTIE& 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  moved  bv  Mr.  Williams,  to  repeal 
the  internal  duties ;  when  the  question  recurred 
on  Mr.  Inobam's  proposed  amendment, 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  confine  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  carriages, 
to  those  **  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  in 


value ;"  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  aappon  of 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  bATSHAN,  of  New  JerseVy  moTed  an  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  whole  subject;  he  wts 
convinced  that  this  was  the  coarse  it  ooght  to 
take.  I  have  great  doubts,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  the  ex- 
|»ediency  of  abolishing  the  internal  duties  at  this 
time;  still  more  do  I  doubt  the  pimcciea^iv  o£ 
efiectiog  it  this  session,  now  so  near  a  cune. 
At  any  riite,Mr.  Speaker,  it  cannot  be  done  with- 
out waiving  the  decision  on  many  Smportant  atat- 
ten,  which  have  been  long  on  your  table. 

We  have  lately  paased  through  an  czpeasife 
war,  which  has  had  the  unavoidable  ellect  of  aia- 
terially  increasing  the  amount  of  the  national 
debt.  The  people  are  desirous  of  paying  it  ofil  If 
any  one  sentiment  is  more  ptedominant  amoag 
them  than  anv  other^  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  desire 
that  you  would  adopt  measures  for  as  rapid  an 
extinguishment  of  that  debt  as  possible,  without 
too  much  oppressing  them  with  ineooveaient 
taxes.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  a  hiU  on  jowt 
table  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debL  pro- 
posing to  increase  the  SinkingFnnd,  which  I  wish 
to  see  passed  into  a  law*  This  bill,  were  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people  congregated 
in  democratic  town-meeting^  and  they  authoriz- 
ed, would  be  voted  for,  I  verily  believe,  bj  a 
large  majority^  perhaps  nine-tenths.  All  mj  ia^ 
tercourse  with  them  has  tended  to  confirm  this 
opinion.  For  the  purpose  of  discharging  this 
debt,  and  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Gbvernment,  large  sums  must  for  some  time  to 
come,  be  drawn  from  the  people.  Taxes,  in  at- 
der  to  be  just,  ought  to  be  equal;  and  in  order 
that  they  may  be  so,  it  is  indispensable  that  yon 
diversify  the  objects  of  taxation.  When,  there- 
fore, large  sums  are  to  be  raised,  does  it  not  seem 
necessary,  is  it  not  just,  tbat  a  portion  of  it  shoald 
be  derived  from  internal  sources  7  Besides^  these 
internal  duties  form  part  of  a  system  of  reveaae 
adopted,  like  the  Constitution  under  which  .we 
livci  from  a  spirit  of  compromise;  some  of  them 
may  operate  more  severely  on  particular  districts, 
whilst  others  will  be  principally  felt  on  other  sec* 
tions  of  the  country.  Upon  the  wholes  perhaps 
the  operation  is  as  fair  and  unexceptionable  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected. 

Will  it  be  sa&,  asked  Mr.  B.,  to  trust  altogether 
to  imposts  ?    I  am  aware,  said  he,  thai  all  calcu- 
lations relative  to  expenditures  or  recmpts  of  the 
(Government,  for  a  series  of  years  to  come,  must 
be,  in  a  great  d^ree,  conjectural.    If  we  must 
err,  however,  I  think  it  best  to  err  on  the  safe 
side ;  to  estimate  the  probable  receipts  too  low 
rather  than  too  high.   I  have  neither  the  inclina- 
tion or  ability  to  go  into  a  minute  examination  <^ 
the  accuracy  of  the  reports  on  this  subject.    Bat 
what  is  the  probability  ?    Our  receipta  from  ex- 
ternal sources  must  be  greyly  lessened;  it  is  io- 
possible  that  it  should  be  otherwise.    Wha^  Mr, 
Speaker,  is  the  situation  of  the  country  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  1    Our  imports  have  ex- 
ceeded our  exports  to  an  alarming  amomt.  This 
country  is  indebted  to  European  merchuita  for 
the  very  goods  now  in  our  market,  ft>r  naaj  %l* 
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ready  coDsQmed  ;  and  wherein  coosisto  our  ^iiity 
to  pay  for  them  1  It  is  true  that  the  anount  in 
value  of  the  exports  of  the  last  year  has  exceeded 
expectation.  This,  however,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowNOBa)  informs 
us,  is  owing  more  to  the  high  price  of  the  articles 
exported  than  to  the  quantity  of  those  articles. 
Will  these  high  prices  continue?  What  is  the 
state  of  Europe?  The  mighty  con rulsi on s  which 
have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
have  at  length  settled  down  in  the  calm  of  despo- 
tism. It  is  not  probable  that  new  wars  of  great 
extent  will  again  soon  occur ;  the  wretched  state 
of  their  finances  forbids  it.  They  have  many 
men  unemployed,  and  the  general  scarcity  •  of 
breadstofTs  there,  as  well  as  here,  will  have  the 
efftNst  of  turnioff  the  general  attention  to  agricul- 
ture ;  and  should  two  iur  three  favorable  seasons 
occur,  the  amount  of  theproducts  of  the  soil  will 
be  uDusoally  abundant.  The  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  this  will  be  likely  to  be  the  case.  In  such  an 
event  they  will  require  but  little  of  our  surplus 
produce ;  and  if  thev  receive  it  at  all,  it  must  be 
at  greatly  diminished  prices;  thus  continuing  our 
inability  to  pay  for  a  large  quantity  of  articles 
subject  to  doty.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  cultiva- 
tors of  our  soil  perceive  the  importance  of  a  home 
marJcet — such  a  market  as  an  efficient  protection 
of  our  manulactariiig  interest  cannot  (ail  tocreate. 

This  being  my  view  of  the  matter,  said  Mr.  B., 
1  quesiioa  the  prudence  of  abolishing  these  taxes 
now,  when  it  is  more  than  possible  that  we  may 
be  under  the  necessity  of  re-enacting  them,  evea 
should  we  remain  in  a  stale  of  peace, 

With  respect  to  the  pledge  spoken  of,  that  the 
taxes  should  not  continue  longer  than  one  year 
after  the  termination  of  the  war,  I  will  only  add, 
in  addition  to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  I  think, 
has  fully  answered  the  objection  urged  on  that 
ground,  that  if  a  pledge  was  given,  which,  strictly 
speaking,  is  denied,  the  obligation  must  be  very 
feeble ;  no  contra<5t  was  entered  into,  no  conces- 
sions made  by  the  people,  inasmuch  as  Congress 
had  the  express  right  by  the  Constitution,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 

I  would  inquire,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  the  advocates 
of  this  resolution,  when  they  propose  that  the  re- 
peal should  take  effect  1  If  immediate,  or  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  Spring  or  Suqamer,  then  the 
relief  contemplated  to  be  afforded  by  it  will  be 
very  unequally  felr.  The  carriage-holders  and 
a  large  proportion  of  the  retailers  have  already 
paid  for  the  foil  term  of  the  current  year.  The 
greatest  share  of  the  benefit  would  of  course  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  distillers,  a  class  of  citizens  last 
of  all  perhaps  that  ought  to  be  relieved,  especially 
in  thesie  times  of  calamitous  scarcity.  The  da- 
ties  on  foreign  distilled  spirits  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed are  very  high,  fixed  so  with  express  reference 
to  the  distillers.  If,  therefore,  you  abolish  this  tax, 
yoa  virtually  grant  an  extravagant  bounty  to  these 
citizens,  a  bounty  not  granted  to  maoufacturers  of 
other  articles,  much  more  important  to  the  gene- 
ral welfare^ 

But  if,  as  some  haw  suggested,  the  repealing 

14th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 32 


laws  should  not  go  into  operation  until  the  close 
of  the  year,  then  why  press  the  subject  now  ? 
why  not  refer  it  to  the  next  Congress?  They 
will  convene  ^i  the  commencement  of  Decem-' 
her,  and  will  have  ample  time  for  considering  it. 
Ours  is  too  precious  to  be  needlessly  expended. 
One  week  is  of  more  importance  now,  than  a 
month  will  be  then.  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  do  most  sincerely  regret  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution  at  this  late  hour.  It  is  scarcely  possi- 
ble that  any  practicable  good  can  result  from  it. 
There  is  not,  as  I  before  observed,  sufficient  time 
to  act  upon  it ;  being  a  subject  involving  necessa- 
rily a  general  examination  into  the  sute  of  the 
Union,  and  an  inquiry  into  our  financial  proir 
pacts,  both'  now,  and  when  the  resolution  is  cut 
up  in  detail,  much  debate  must  be  expected.  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  the  last  session  you  abolished  many 
01  the  internal  taxes ;  you  reduced  others.  It  was 
not  contemplated,  I  understand,^ by  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ask  for  a  renewal  of 
the  direct  lax ;  with  this  the  people  would  be  sad- 
isfied ;  they  do  not  complain.  Let  ua  wait  on^ 
year  loo|[er,  at  least,  before  we  adopt  a  measuie^ 
which,  it  its  advocates  should  happen  to  he  mi#* 
taken  in  their  calculations,  may  invofve-  us  ui 
difficulty. 

In  two  weeks,  contiaaed  Mr.  B.,  the  F«UP* 
teenth  Congress  will  be  no  more.  Our  fuaetioiia 
as  members  will  have  ceased;  we  shall  haw 
sepamted.  All  experience  proves  that  the  laat 
days  of  a  session  are  peculiarly  unfavorable  to  de- 
liberate and  judicious  decisions.  It  was  calcula- 
ted, on  another  occasion,  that  we  are,  upon  an 
average,  four  hundred  miles  from  home.  Our 
ihoogbts  will  soon  be  forcibly  directed  to  our 
families  and  firesides ;  we  shall  be  employed  in 
settling  our  accounts — in  closing  our  laborious 
business  at  the  public  offices — in  packing  up  and 
preparing  for  our  journey  ;  and  it  wiil'be  found  difl& 
cult  to  concentraie  sufficient  attention  to  the  puh^ 
lie  business.  Where  is  the  labor  of  the  numerous 
committees  of  this  House  during  tlie  Wint^?  Are 
not  the  fruits  of  a  large  proportion  of  it  on  yotwr 
table,  in  the  shape  of  bills  and  reports,  as  yet,  un- 
acted upon  ?  Can  we,  then,  too  soon  diapose  of 
this  sobjeet,  and  proceed,  in  good  earnest,  to  acoiH 
sideratioB  of  the  many  items  of  impoccant  huai* 
aass  to  be  found  there,  before  w«  separate  ? 

Mr.  B.  concluded,  byexpressiBg^a  hope,  thai,  vofr* 
withsunding  the  alate  or  the  vote  of  yesterdny, 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  ta- 
ble, that  the  House  would  be  induced,  npoa  fur- 
ther reflection,  to  consent  to  his  motion,  indefia- 
itely  to  postpone  the  original  resolution,  and  the 
proposed  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  HAaatsoN  also  insisted  on  the  propriety 
of  postponement,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
policy  of  reducing  the  Army,  which  proposition 
had  been  considered  as  connected  with  that  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hardin  spoke  against  the  postponement, 
endeavoring  to  convince  the  Hottse  that  these 
taxes  might  be  repealed  without  a  reduction  of  tba 
Army,  but  in  fa voruf  reducing  the  Armyif  iieces^ 
sary  to  autharizea  repeal  of  the  tBtemal  taxes. . 
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Mr.  Wilde  spoire  at  considerable  length  in  op- 
position  to  the  proposed  repeal,  argumentatirelf, 
and  on  Tarious  grounds. 

Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Robertson  next  spoke  in 
fa^or  of  a  repeal  of  the  taxes;  the  former  in  favor 
of  the  immediate  repeal,  and  the  latter  in  faror  of 
a  repealprospectiveljr. 

Mr.  CfALBODA  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  short 
speeches,  supported  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  KiLB0i7RN  spoke  twice  against  the  post- 
ponement, and  Mr.  Buitr,  of  Maryland,  in  faror 
of  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Randolph, 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  taxes ; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  again  spoke  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  postponement. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  indefinite 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
S9,  nays  94,  as  follows : 

YsAs-^Mesixs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,Bateman,  Betts,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Gady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Carr  of  Massachusetts, 
Chappell,  Condict,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cxocheron, 
Forney,  Forsyth^  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Harrison,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irring  of  N.  York,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lowndes, 
Middleton,  Miller,  Mills,  Mihior,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Newton,  Pleasants,  Pickering, 
RobeitMU,  Ross,  Rugglei^  Savaga,  Sefaenck,  Shaflsy, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Steams,  TaUmadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Telftir*  Townsend,  Wardof  Maasaehusetts, 
Webster,  Wendorer,  WUde,  Wilkin,  Thos.  Wilson, 
Woodward  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Bear, 
Baylies^  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Boss, 
Bimdbuiy,  Bzyaui  Burwell,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Daven* 
port,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley,  Fletcher, 
Goldsborough,  Hahn,  Hals,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hender- 
son, Hendricks,  Heibert,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hungeribrd, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylrania,  Jackson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kilboum,  King, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Lore,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Lyon,  William  P.  Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McLean,  Moffitt,  Moore,  liugh  Nelson,  Noyes, 
Parris,  Peter,  Pii^ns,  Piper,  PoweU,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rioe»  Roane,  Root,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Car- 
olina, Thomas,  Tyler,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Yorit,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheatan,  Whitesida, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  and  William  Wilson, 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Root's 
propoaea  amendment,  which  he  then  withdrew. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  Mr.  Ingham's 
motion  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  the  original 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Williams,  a  division 
of  the  qoeacion  was  called  for— and  beforo  taking 
the  ouestion  thereon,  the  House  adjourned  at  a 
late  nour. 


WiDiTBspAT,  February  19. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  who  wertt  instructed  by  a  resolution  oi 
^e  7th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
diraeiiag  the  application  of  the  Amda  ariaiDg  un- 


der the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  nek  and 
disabled  seamen  at  the  port  of  Richmond,  ia  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  corporation  of  that  eitf. 
towards  the  erection  and  support  of  a  marine  h» 
pital,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  aoi 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H.  Nelsom,  from  the  Commitiee  on  rhe 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  concerDin^  the  compen- 
sation or  the  district  attorney  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  aet  farther  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  ta4 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  De- 
partments, was  read  the  second  time  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrov. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atrertok, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tioo  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House 
submitted  by  him  on  the  8th  instant^  and  the 
same  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  by  tbt 
House,  as  follows : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  ths  seversl  f?nmmittrrH  oa 
Public  Expenditures  to  humire  whether  any  offices 
belonging  to  the  branches  or  departments,  respectively, 
concerning  whose  expenditures  it  is  their  dutj  to  in- 
quire, have  become  useless  or  unneeesssry,  and  to  xe> 
port  from  time  to  time  on  the  expediency  of  modEQring 
or  abolishing  the  same ;  also,  to  ezaaune  into  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  all  offices  nndsr  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  suck 
a  rednetion  or  incraase  thereof  as-  a  just  economy  sod 
the  public  service  may  sequirB.*' 

The  Hou^e,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksox, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee ofPensions and  Revolutionary  Claims 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Allen  Mc Lane. 
Mr.  J.  moved  to  reverse  the  report;  which  mo- 
tion he  supported  with  much  zeal.  His  motioe 
was  as  decidedly  opposed  bv  Mr.  Chappbll.  and 
others,  and  finally  negatived.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  tbea  concurred  in. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  folio  wini  | 
titles:  *'An  act  respecting  the  transportation^ 
peraons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor  f  I 
and  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  deci-  ' 
sions  of  the  Supreme  Coort^"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  thu  House. 

INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  duties. 

An  appeal  was  asked  bv  Mr.  WiLi^iAita  on  the 
Speaker's  decision  that  this  motion  was  suscep- 
tible of  division ;  but  h^  withdrew  the  motioa  la 
consequence  of  some  observations  by  Mr.  Rah* 

DOLPH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  rcsolotion 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Reaofoed,  That  the  several  acts  imposing  imsmsl 
dntiss  be  iepealed»  and  thai  the  Committse  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  lor  that  paxposs. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  agree  to  the 
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resoloUon  avaffl^olled ;  when  Mr.  Sbefpkt  moTed 
ftirther  to  Binend  the  resolatioti  by  inserting  after 
the  word  '<  RttAved^  these  words :  "  ThaX  the 
Army  of  the  UrtUed  Siate9  be  reduced  to  six 
thouiemd  men.** 

Mr.  Webstsr  spoke  at  large  against  a  general 
repeal  of  the  internal  daties,  on  general  princi- 
ples, partienlarly  on  comparing  them  with  duties 
on  articles  imported,  some  of  which,  he  contend- 
ed, particnlarlf  those  on  salt^  sugar^  and  coffee, 
were  much  more  grievous  impositions  on  the 
people  than  the  internal  duties.  Mr.  W.  spent 
some  time  in  examining  the  bearings  of  the  va- 
nous  taxes  on  different  interests  of  the  CSorern- 
ment,  deducing  (he  inference  that  the  navigating 
was  the  intereat  most  severely  taxed  at  present. 

Mr.  Albxanbbh  expressed  his  decided  opinion 
ID  favor  of  a  repeal  or  the  taxes ;  but  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  give  a  vote  which,  from  the  course 
the  business  and  debate  was  taking,  woUid  be  a 
pretension  merely  to  do  that  which  he  was  con- 
vinced could  not  be  consummated  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  SmTB,  of  Maryland,  explained  his  views 
as  being  ia  favor'of  a  repeal,  if  tne  report  in  favor 
of  a  large  aiaking  fund  should  not  be  agreed  to ; 
bot  opiMsed  to  it  if  that  proposition  should  suc- 
ceed. 

Mr.  SnapfET  spoke  in  ikvor  of  a  reduction  of 
the  Army,  and  expressed  his  willingness,  if  the 
Army  should  be  reduced,  to  vote  for  a  repeal  of 
the  internal  duties,  but  not  on  any  other  ground. 
He  was,  under  present  circom«tanees^  opposed  to 
the  repw,  and  condemned  the  precipitancy  with 
which  the  House  had  appeared  to  pass  at  once 
from  excess  to  parsimony. 

Mr.  Raiiik)lpb  spol^e  in  explanation  and  in 
reply  to  Mr.  SasmY. 

Mr.  JoHHSOir,  of  Virginia,  also  spoke  in  expla- 
nation and  reply.  *• 

Mr.  Sbeppet  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  two 
latter  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Raroolph  rejoined,  and  at  some  length 
maintained  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  MasMiehusetts,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  spcdce  as  follows: 

Mr. Speaker:  Oppressed  bv sickness,  1  scarcely 
dare  venture  to  ask  your  induigefiee  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  few  hasty  remarks  on  this 
momentous  subject.  Permit  me  first  to  congratu- 
late the  Admiaistration  of  my  country  on  the  ac- 
eessioa  of  numberi,  strength,  and  eloquence,  from 
among  those  vrith  whom  it  has  been  my  pride 
and  my  pleasure  generally  to  act;  whether  their 
adcmition  is  directed  to  the  setting  or  rising  sun, 
a  few  days  will  determiae.  Though  I  congratu- 
late the  Administrationj  I  do  most  deeply  lament 
the  loss  which  the  peq>le  of  this  country  must 
suffer.  The  people,  did  I  ray !  It  is  almost  trea- 
son to  name  them  on  this  floor  $  methinks  I  be- 
hold|  in  the  countenances  of  many  aspiring  spirits, 
the  smile  of  seom,  and  sneer  of  contempt:  Mings 
who  affect  an  independence  of  public  sentiment 
and  poblic  feeling.  Yes,  sir,  the  people  are 
wonnded,  cruelly  wounded,  in  the  house  of  those 
wha  ought  to  be  their  inenda— their  representa- 


tives.  Sir,  I  am  soon  to  returo,  and  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  gratitude  to  my  Almighty  Fa- 
ther, I  render  to  him  the  homage  of  that  iieart 
for  the  blessing!  I  am  soon  to  return  to  that 
people  to  be  one  of  them.  Yes,  sir,  in  times  and 
scenes  like  these,  to  that  true  post  of  honor-^ 
private  station. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

g^r.  Calhoun,)  with  reference  to  the  repeal  oi 
ese  taxes,  says,  that  the  people  have  not  peti- 
tioned, have  not  complain^^  have  not  remon- 
strated. Petitioned,  whom  ?  mthenameof  QodI 
Their  representatives,  knowing  their  wants,  know* 
ing  their  interests,  and  sent  here  expressly  to  re- 
lieve the  one  and  promote  the  otner?  What 
does  the  honorable  gentleman  expect?  What 
does  he  wish?  That  the  great  body  of  the 
American  i>eople  should  approach  him  —  this 
House,  bowing  the  head  and  bending  the  knee, 
and.  as  in  duty  bo^nd,  ever  pray?  Sir,  if  they 
could  for  a  moment  thus  degrade  themselves/ 
they  ouffbt  not  only  to  be  taxed,  but  to  be  the 
slaves  of  tax  gatherers  forever.  Petition  whom, 
I  again  demand?  The  constituent  bend  to  the 
representative?  the  representative  not  know  the 
wishes,  the  feelingS;  the  distresses,  of  the  people  ? 
Sir,  they  are  much  more  likely  to  approach  you. 

Soiog  on  as  you  are,  with  sharp  complaints  ana- 
erce  reodonstrance.  Their  intereets  are  not  at- 
tended to,  their  sentiments  are  not  consulted.  I 
have  had  occasion  before  to  remark,  I  now  repeat 
it — the  people  of  this  country  stand  first  in  the 
Constitution— we  the  people — and  the  last  to  re- 
ceive any  benefit  from  it.  When  you  want 
money,  you.  tax  the  people,  without  reason  or 
mercy.  When  your  follies  or  your  faults  have 
driven  you  into  war,  you  call  upon  the  people  to 
fight  your  battles;  and,  if  the  cruelty  of^your 
petty  officers  or  their  own  sufferings  compel  them 
to  desert,  you  shoot  them  by  dozens.  But  when 
a  resolution  is  prepared  to  relieve  them  from 
numerous  oppressive  taxes,  and  hosts  of  greedy 
tax  gatherers,  or  a  law  to  aid  the  unfortunate  and 
set  the  prisoner  free,  then  you  know  not  the  peo* 
pie:  you  hear  not  their  complaints;  you  heed  not 
their  distresses.  Sir,  they  are  not  that  tame,  that 
patient  animal,  which  some  believe  them.  They 
may  turn  upon  you  in  despair;  tempt  them  not 
too  far. 

In  De  Witt's  Interest  of  Holland,  the  people 
are  compared  to  generous  and  mettlesome  horses, 
which  arbitrary  rulers  attempt  to  break  with  the- 
bit  and  bridle;  meaning  taxes  and  obedience. 
Our  rulers  have  gone  further ;  iinto  the  bit  and 
bridle,  supposing  them  bioken  down,  they  have 
added  the  spurs;  I  mean  ten  thousand  bayonets* 
their  standing  army,  to  urge  the  untortunate 
creatures  forward.'*'    The  same  honorable  gen- 

•  M  The  true  interest  of  sU  countries,  consisti  in  die 
prosperity  of  sU  the  hibabitants ;  in  the  joint  wel&Ta 
of  die  goremors  and  govemed ;  and  the  same  is  known 
to  depend  on  a  good  Government ;  that  being  the  true 
ibanution  whereon  all  the  proqpoify  of  any  countiy 
is  built. 

'<It  is  the  intersst  of  monaiehs  to  weaken  aadlai« 
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dcoMD  (Mr.  CALBQxm)  fortker  ealU  this  an  idle 
debate;  that  it  will  lead  to  no  beneficial  result-^ 
90t  time,  6lc»  If  the  honorable  genileman  coa« 
aiders  thU  an  idle  debate,  how  will  he  ebaraeter^ 
ke  that,  on  his  bcma  biU,t  ea  it  is  called,  which 
goes  to  api^ropriate  eight  or  ten  millions  of  the 
people's  monejr,  to  his  magnificent  schemes,  as 
he  and  his  friends  consider  thes^  of  tnteroal 
imptoTement;  grand  canals;  splendid  military 
roads;  besides  many  casUee  in  the  air.  Schemes, 
"  like  the  glare  of  false  science  that  leads  to  be- 
wilder, and  dazzles  to  blind.''  There  was  no 
want  of  time  then,  when  the  object  was  to 
aqaander  millions  of  the  people's  monej:  day 
aner  day  was  then  spent  in  worse  than  idle  de* 
bate,  on  objects  worse  than  oseless;  but  now, 
when  the  people  are  to  be  relieved,  bardensome 
lazes  to  be  removed,  we  have  not  time ;  go  thy 
way  for  this  time;  more  important  objects  must' 
OBKage  oar  attentions.  What  can  be  more  im* 
ponant  thaa  the  interest,  the  welfare,  of  the  whole 
American  people  1  Sir,  the  claims  of  no  iodi* 
Tidual,  of  no  nnmber  of  individuals,  are  to  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  claims,  the  interest  of 
the  whole.  Sir,  this  is  the  very  time  to  attend  to 
tho  repeal  of  these  laws»  All  the  important  re- 
ports from  the  departments,  and  from  committees, 
aae  before  the  House,  with  all  the  public  measures 
proposed  for  adoption ;  we  have  now  a  view  of 
me  whole  ground,  we  can  and  ought  to  decide 
promptly  and  witiiout  delay. 

The  honorable  gealleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  WEBaTsn)  contends  that  the  repeal.of 
•the  internal  duties  will  destroy  the  equality  of 
our  tnzation ;  for  this  purpose  he  views  our  cus- 
towiand  internal  tazes  as  one  great  system.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  well  known  they  have  no  connexion 
whatever;  chey  are  separate  and  distinct ;  adopted 
al  difibrcttt  times,  and  for  different  objecia?"«Dd 
the  right  of  the  Uoiied  Slates  to  taz  some  of  the 
objjeots  of  present  internal  Uzation,  is  doubled  by 
many ;  that  on  State  banks,  for  instance,  iaeor* 
porated  by  State  sovereignties,  and  uzed  by  them. 
The  United  States  might  destroy  these  State  io- 
atitotions,  by  heavy  impositions,  and  make  their 
own  mammoth  bank  swallow  them  up.  But,  sir, 
their  internal  tazes  find  but  little,  if  any,  to  keep 
up  this  equality ;  not  enough,  indeed,  to  burden 
our  own  constituents  for  the  pleasure  of  keeping 
a  little  heavier  bufdea  on  our  neighbors.  It  is 
no  alleviation  of  mv  tazea,  that  my  neighbors  pay 
more;   though,  indeed,  il  is  very  questionable 


pofsfrish  the  subject,  that  tfiej  may  ssstfins  to  thsai* 
■sNes  what  power  they  please;  thay  theralbre  take 
spedal  can  thai  their  subjects  may  not  be  like  gene* 
rona  and  mettlesome  hoise%  which,  when  they  cannot 
he  coouaanded  by  the  rider,  but  are  lee  headstraog, 
wanton,  snd  powerful  ftnr  their  mssters,  they  nducs, 
and  keep  so  tame  and  manageable,  as  not  to  relusathe 
bit  snd  bridle,  I  mean  taxes  and  obedieQce.*'*~jDe  WUt. 

tThis«tock-jebbiog  Latin  weid,  honut,  setnaUy  oo^ 
Airs  hi  the  title  snd  body  of  tiiat  bill.  In  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made  to  strike  it  out,  but  negatived.  No 


whether  theee  Jatnwial  taxea  4a  teod  to  pmnt 
the  eouality  of  the  systeou  The  returns  will  dwv 
that  the  Atlantic  Stales  pay  as  cesA  a  pfopsrtisa 


wonder,  said  a  worthy  friend  from  Connecticut,  it  is 
oafy  8M)d  tiOnc  m  the  bill^iVMs  ^  ».  JL 


the 


of  the  internal  taxes,  as  the  W^essna  do^mj 
that  the  Atlantic  States  pay  two-thirds  of  ik 
customs  fas  consumers  I  mean)  shall  we  to  that 
burden  add  half  the  internal  taxes  for  the  mke  of 
making  the  Wealem  Statea  nay  liha  othci  balf  ? 
considering,  too,  how  much  better  able  they  ait, 
in  the  South  and  West,  to  pay  their  taxes,  ihia 
the  people  in  the  North  and  Seat.  The  heaeca- 
ble  gentleman  is  extremely  anxiomi  that  the  pio> 
pie  of  the  Weat  should  continue  to  pajr  the  taisi 
whiskey,  because  we  pay  a  high  duty  on  imporisi 
spirits,  and  on  nccount  of  its  beneficiai  effect  opoa 
the  community.  But,  sir,  are  aot  oar  fercMa 
spiriu  to  be  considered  as  loxiirie%  and  of  iCe 
worst  kind  too  7  k  it  not  right  we  ahoaid  pay 
for  them  ?  If  we  could  content  onnelras  with 
whiskey,  or  even  New  Eogkod  ram,  wooJd  they 
not  come  much  cheaper  to  oa,  aad  ia  this  way 
eqoalixe  the  duties  1  As  to  the  oioraJ  eficf  opoa 
the  country,  I  do  extremely  doubt  whether  a  tax 
oa  ardent  spiriu  makes  one  drankaid  Usa»  Nay, 
sir,  greater  disuass  is  iatroduoed  iaio  poor  fami- 
lies, when  spiriu  are  high,  lor  it  is  a  poiMa  they 
will  bare,  by  dirertiog  more  of  their  small  gaiai 
from  their  families  to  this  pernicious  objecr.  fi«tt, 
sir,  revenue  was  the  object  of  the  Goremoieot, 
not  reformation  of  morals.  And  are  all  these  ia- 
ternal  taxes  to  be  retained  1  Alt  all  the  aaber 
and  ririoous  to  be  severely  taxed  for  ^ehope\eai 

Purpose  of  reforming  a  fewioteoaperate  wrelcheit 
have  no  objection  to  yoor  uxing  the  vices. 
thooffh  I  have  to  yoor  taxing  the  virtues  of  the 
people.  The  honorable  gentleman  wishes  the 
duties  on  many  articles  uf  import  vedueed.  I 
unite  with  him ;  but  what  eoaoejcioo  has  that 
with  the  repeal  of  the  laws  7  He  says  W9  coasacne 
more  coffee,  tea,  aad  >u^r,  than  the  West,  oaai' 
sequeotJy  pay  more  duties  ihereaa.  Oraated; 
we  have  more  lusuries,  necessaries,  if  yoa  pltaaa; 
but  are  not  the  peofik  ef  the  Weal  taxiad  ae  verelf 
in  the  price  of  the  mme  atiiolea^  w4m»  aeedl 
When  not  obtained,  do  aot  they  salJErr  btcomrt- 
nieoces  ?  The  gentleman  too  ihioka  the  tax  an 
salt  extremely  high,  and  that  it  eu^t  to  be  re- 
pealed^ihai  the  West  aaaaufactara  for  Iham- 
selves,  and  the  Atlantic  Stales  pay  lUoioat  the 
whole  duty.  9ut  does  not  oar  sak^evea  with 
the  duty,  aome  eheafor  to  oa  thaa  their  salt  m 
iliem  1  It  costs  them  nearly  twice  ae  maeh  as 
our  salt  does  us.  But  the  honqiahle  geatleaana 
is  peculiarly  unfortuaate  in  the  aelaetion  of  the 
duty  on  salt.  Dock  he  not  know  that  a  great  part 
of  the  imf  Dried  salt  with  ne  is  eonaaaied  ia  the 
fisheties,  and  that  the  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  aai 
allowance  to  certaio  vessels  employed  in  the  fi^h' 
eries,  are  fair  equivalents  fur  the  dttty  on  the  salt 
used  in  that  busiaessi  Does  he  aot  ireaJlect 
likewioe  that  we  have  extenaiTe  aalt  wsrks  ia 
New  Eogland,  eoQouraged  and  protected  by  this 
duty  ?  Sirj  I  much  doubt  the  expedieaey  of  re- 
peaiiag  the  salt  tax.  The  honorable  gentle onaa 
says  further,  that  he  is  against  this  whokesale 
mode  of  legisktioa,  as  he  ia  pleaaed  la  aall  it 
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Sir,  were  not  tiieee  uses' pat  on  the  poofike  by 
If  holesole?  The  hoaorable  fenciemaii  aow  pro* 
losee  ihai  ire  sboaM  aet  apon  then  mc^Tt  ^^^ 
8,  be  reiaile  them  out  to  un.  Sir,  I  will  lake  ihem 
if  wbofeaale  aod  retail,  from  the  bantfa  of  the 
ioTerameot  and  the  backs  of  the  people*  The 
Moorable  geotlemaa  says  oor  eommeree  ttid  oar* 
gatioo  are  crippled,  maojr  of  our  merchants  bank* 
«pt|  aad  oor  poor  destiuite  of  bread  i  and  yet  we 
vill  oot  repMl  these  taates— -oay^  he  yesterday 
roted  to  poetpooe  lodefiaiteiy  this  reeoistion  to 
ipeal  them ;  how  will  he  answer  this  to  his  cott- 
lit newts?  How  to  New  Bogknd?  burdened 
lad  oppressed  as  they  ar&  if  gentieaiett  are  oot 
leased  with-onr  olimnte,  rariafaleand  seyere  as 
t  is,  yet  congenial  to  feelings  there  noufished ; 
f  geotlemett  aronot  satisfied  with  our  sm'l,nmffh 
lod  barren  as  mneh  of  it  is,  yet  pleasant  to  the 
!ye  which  there  first  wept ;  if  they  are  not  con* 
eot  with  onr  eoiratrir,  hieak  and  monbtainoos  as 
t  is,  yet  dear  to  the  keart  which  there  first  beat, 
et  them  seek  a  better  coontry---ye8.  otf,  isvcn  a 
leavenly  one,  to  whieh,  Father  in  Hearen,  eo»> 
loot  all  thy  ehildretti 

But,  sir,  wa  stand  pledged  to  the  Ameriean 
leoplo  to  repeal  these  tazee;  it  ia  m  nsere  tempo* 
ary  system^. aad  so  conaidered  in  the  report  of 
he  committee  which  recommended  their  imposi* 
ion ;  it  was  during  war,  when  other  sources  of 
evenue  faifed,  **for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
9of  eromeni  aad  taaintatntag  the  public  crsdit," 
luring  that  disastrous  period  $  and  a  limitation 
»f  aa  the  acta  was  estaWished  ai  their  possam 
otherwise  too  would  not  have  dared  burden  the 
leople  with  them.  Wis  heard  nothing  then  about 
bis  at  a  system  to  be  perpetually  persevered  ill 
0  equaliie  thai  system,  for  to  that  length  the 
rguments  of  gentlemen  go.  To  each  of  the 
icts  imposing  duties— first,  on  refined  sugar )  sec- 
»od,  on  carriages  and  harness ;  third)  on  licenses 
0  distillers;  fourth,  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
ibaodise  and  of  ships  and  yesseisj  (to  be  of  ships 
ind  vessels,  which  you  can  now  soarce  gj^ve 
iway  !)  fifth,  stomps  on  bank  notes  sR^d  bills  of 
izchange  f  and  sixthi  oo  lioensee  to  reiaitera  of 
vines,  dbe.,  aad  memandiso^  (what  oMtO  »n» 
)VMd  ?  the  aame  tis  on  a  petty  fMfeHer  wikk  a 
Mpitai  of  one  ihoHsun^  doUars^awd  tfan  weahhy 
aetchant  with  a  eapital  of  flftyr  th«sisfld ;  amd 
he  eoBsamee,  on  aceowDt  of  ibis  lait)  l^ayiag,  in 
he  additioaml  pne<t  of  the  commodities,  foot 
imes  the  m%  lyA  nepeat,  that  to  each  of  these 
lets,  all  paased  in  1813,  was  added  this,  as  a  eon^ 
duding  section— ^ilftaf  be  Ufttrther  enacted,  That 
this  act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  in  which  the  Uoited  States 
are  now  engaged  With  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  one  year  there- 
after, and  no  longer/^  that  is^  until  the  17ih 
B^ebruary  1816.  Still,  in  violaUon  of  all  yoor 
eogsgementSyandof  this  solemn  assurance  to  the 
American  people^  they  areeoniiotted  lo  this  day, 
aad  are  now  advooated  aad  defended  aea  iystem. 
»«e,  too,  sir,  the  art  aad  addrem  witli  whieh  this 
system  is  brought  forward*  Moderate  interaal 
^^sm  are  Brat  impeeed,  on  the  grooad  of  esciome 


aeceasity,  wlifa  a  solemn  aasunmee  they  ahoaUl 
cease  in  one  year  after  the  war.  They  next  greatly 
increase  nearly  all  those  laws-^soaw  more  than 
double  ;  and  then*  before  they  expire,  supposing 
the  people  well  broke  to  the  bit,  they  re-enaot 
them  allj  without  limiution.  What  yesterday 
was  but  innovation,  is  now  defended  as  a  system^ 
If  the  people  of  this  country  eaa,  for  a  moment^ 
tamely  acquiesce  in  such  a  breach  of  the  pnblta 
faith--ia  such  daring  eneroaehmeats  on  tfairir 
rights  and  iolerests,  even  the  little  standingarmy 
whieh  Wo  now  have  on  foot,  will  not  be  aeees^ 
ssry  to  deprive  them  of  their  remaining  rights 
aad  privileges. 

Of  that  army,  air,  whieh  has  beea  introduoei 
into  this  dcbaot^  I  shall  say  nothing*  i  have  ■• 
enmity  agaiasi  the  piofessiDn<*»I  honor  the  haii» 
orahle  part  of  it,  whether  it  be  the  skilful  aad 
^lant  ofl^r  that  pUm%  and  eommaads,  and 
leadsi  or  the  firoi,  the  brave  yeomaa,  that  suflbn^ 
that  filets,  that  bleeds^  for  hie  Ooaotry,  or  glorip 
oosly  falls  ia  her  defence.  Bat  plaee  aot  yoor 
dependenae  on  a  standing  armv ;  the  very  name  Is 
ominous  to  liberty-*-for  though  your  ten  thousand 
bayonets  may  not  be  able  to  murder  all  our  eftt* 
sens,  or  destroy  their  liberty,  siiii  those  who 
handle  aod  direct  them,  may  eat  us  up !  The 
expense  of  your  Military  Establishment  is  enoN 
mous-^more  than  six  millioas  of  dollars  annnallyi 
aooording  to  your  present  appropriations.  The 
blessed  volume  informs  nS|  that  the  horse  leeeh  haft 
two  daughters^  erying— give«*-give !  so  does  your 
army ;  there  ts  no  satisifying  it.  Bitf  with  onr 
virtuotu  anoesters,  I  believe  a  staadiag  army,  ia 
time  of  peao&  onnecessarv and  daageroos.  xaaia 
ought  io,  ana  1  hope  will  he  redueed*  It  caoses 
you  to  negleet  your  militia  $  yet,  they  ara  tha 
trae  and  sme  defence  of  free  nations.  Yes,  these 
are  the  breastworks  oa  which  yoa  must  relv,  ill 
the  ho«r  of  pecil— *in  the  tug  of  war.  'Tie'  tha 
ownem  of  the  soil,  who  masi  defend  it  againec  ili 
iavaders. 

Gteatlemen  on  the  same  side,  who  have  pia^ 
ceded  me  in  this  debate,  have  elearly  demoastra^ 
ted  that  the  aiaouat  of  these  internal  taxes  is  not 
wanted  to  defray  yoor  ordiaary  expenses,  extiuf^i^ 
agaatss  they  are,  nor  to  matntaia  yoor  pablie 
ereditk  The  net  estiautad  amoaot  of  these  tazcn, 
fbr  ibur  yean  to  eome.  Is  $8,600,000  auaiMlly* 
The  Seeieiary  of  the  Treasary,  in  his  annual  ra* 
port  on  the  smte  of  the-  flnaaoes^  states  an  exesis 
of  reoeipu  into  the  Treasury,  ia  1816,  beyood  tho 
estimate  of  expense  for  thai  year,  of  91^fi00)000$ 
he  estimates  the  permgnenl  annual  revenue  of  the 

J  ear  1820,  at  $24,250,000;  putting  the  customs  at 
18,000.000,  the  permanent  annual  expenditure, 
until  the  public  debt  is  redeemed  (Including  an 
addition  of  $3,000,000  to  the  present  Sinkiog 
Fund  of  $8,000,000,  and  for  the  military  servioa 
96^459 fi25t  annually,)  is  placed  at  $23,500,000; 
and  calcnlating  on  this  extravagant  phin  of  ox* 
peoditure,  te  says  there  will  be*' aft  excess  of 
revenue,  beyond  the  estimated  expenditure  during 
the  next  four  years^  of  $8,400,000  }^  fbr  what  pd#- 
pMes  f  Turn  over  a  new  leaf  in  the  Secretary^ 
hook,  ond  see^^  Applicabte  to  such  objects  of 
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Intenial  inprorement,  or  natioiMl  defence,  as 
the  wisdom  of  Cooffress  nuf  direct."  Tea,  sirj 
ihiB  it  the  order  of  the  day:  Grand  canali— 
nlendid  military  roads—^maffaifieent  pablic  edi*- 
iteea  waste  and  profusion  in  most  of  your  ex- 
penditures, and  many  of  your  people  in  rags. 
Kow,  sir,  if,  instead  of  adding  three  millions  to 
the  Sinking  Fand,  yon  add  bat  two,  at  the  end 
of  the  next  foor  years  there  will  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury 912,400,000;  but  your  internal  taxes  for 
the  foor  years,  amount  only  to  $10,000,000.  Re* 
peal  the  taxes  now.  and  there  will  ie  in  the  Trea- 
fury,  at  the  end  of  said  four  yean,  $2,400,000 ; 
after  that,  should  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
be  found  correct,  you  can  add  but  one  million  to 
your  Sinking  Fond  of  ekht  million;  making 
your  annual  expenditure  $21,500,000;  and.  after 
the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  your  annual  rev- 
enue ||21,750,000--exccs8  of  the  latter,  8250,000, 
with  a  balance  of  $2,400,000  in  the  Treasury. 
These  calculations  are  consistent  with  all  your 
public  engagements.  It  is  wrong^'tis  oppressive, 
to  keep  these  burdens  upon  thepeople,  just  escapea 
from  the  hardships  and  calamities  of  war.    If 

Son  ease  them  of  tnetr  burdens  now,  they  will  be 
etter  able  to  bear  them,  should  the  future  neces- 
sities of  the  eoontry,  which  God  forbid  J  demand 
them. 

Sir,  this  question  goes  further  in  its  consequea* 
ces,  than  to  relieve  the  people  of  their  grievous 
burdens ;  the  great  struggle  must  here  be  made*-< 
must  here  be  decided;  wooid  to  God  it  could 
now  be  decided  successfully  1  whether  true  econ- 
omy and  severe  retrenchment  shall  take  place  in 
your  Government,  or  waste,  extravagance,  and 
profusion,  continue  in  all  your  departments.  This 
IS  the  true  and  great  point  in  contest;  turn  as 
you  will,  this  is  the  real  question  now  to  be  de<* 
terminea.  I  deem  it  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  my  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  its 
oitizens.  Gentlemen  favorable  to  this  resolution, 
should  permit  nothing  to  divert  them  from  their 
object;  let  the  efforts  of  our  opponents  to  distract 
but  unite  us  the  more— march  steadily  and  firmly 
forward  toits  accomplishment— give  neither  sleep 
to  your  eyes  nor  slumber  to  your  eye«lids  until 
your  efierts  are  crowned  with  success.  If  a  sit- 
ting of  five  hours  be  not  sufficient,  sit  ten— nay, 
fifteen,  rather  than  fail.  Feeble  as  my  health 
now  i%  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great,  this 
national  object,  I  woud  not  only  ait  here  during 
that  time,  but  till  the  bright  and  the  morning 
star  should  dawn  on  my  country. 


Tbubsdat,  February  20. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  a  district  and  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  may  be  established  at 
the  city  of  Pituburg,  in  that  State.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Herbebt,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  extension  of  the  Columbian  turnpike  road 
within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read 


twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engtoaeed  mod  leiAa 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  Hmme  a  leoer 
irom  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  fnasaoirtiBg 
the  information  required  if  the  reeolniioa  of  the 
15th  instant,  relative  to  a  mutiny  in  the  late  SSdi 
regiment  of  infantry ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  OB  the  table. 

The  Bpbakbb  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting infOTmation  relative  to  the  daiaas  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  for  paynaeBt  of  the  el- 
pleases  of  the  militia  ordered  oat  by  the  Kstn- 
tive  authority  of  that  State  duriaff  the  latie  war ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GoLDSBOBOtrofl, 

iZesofoed  That  the  Comaattiee  of  Goaamerce 
aad  MaBumotures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  measures  maf  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  adopted  in  eoaseqneneeof  me  great 
failure  of  the  a>m  crop  in  the  past  year. 

JUtolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Uniced 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  reported  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress  sneh  meamfes  as  he 
may  deem  BMst  ci^toal  for  the  seeulcy  of  the 
country  watered  by  the  Chcmpeake  Bay  and  its 
tributary  streams,  agaihst  the  naaritiaM  force  of 
an  enemy* 

SUBSCRIPTION  TO  CANAL  STOCK. 

Mr.  TB0IIA8  WtLBOR,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  made  a  further  RporL  which 
Was  read ;  when  Mr.  W.  ttpntd  a  bm  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Titeasory  to  subscribe 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  eertain  canal  companies  therein 
mentioned ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whela. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  wss  refened,  on  the  4th  of 
December  last,  so  maeh  of  the  M eesige  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Ststss  ss  relates  to  rosuds  end 
tends,  having  heretofeie  made  leDOit*  in  pert,  and 
having  had  the  subject  under  tother  oonmderatioB, 
ask  leave  to  report  a  bfll  authoESBng  the  Seerateiy  of 
the  Treasury  te  subsetibe  ibr  dmies  ia  the  capital 
stock  of  csitaia  esnal  coamsiieB  thenin  nentionedt 
to  wit:  (he  Chesspeake  and  Dekwsie  Canal  Con- 
pany,  and  the  company  iaeoipotalBd  by  the  Blaftes  of 
Virginia  and  lioith  Carolina  te  openmg  a  eaaal 
through  the  Dismal  8wamp» from  Deep  cnek»  afataacfa 
of  Elisabeth  ziTor,  which  nue  into  the  Chesapeake 
bay»  in  Vuginist  and  Joyce's  creels  a  branoh  of  Fae- 

?iiotank  river,  which  rans  into  Albemarle  eooady  ia 
forth  Carolina. 

The  facti  and  reasoning  which  hsTe  governed  ths 
committee  with  respect  to  the  first  mentioned  caaal 
are  set  forth  in  the  memorial  and  petition  ci  the  proa- 
dent,  directors,  and  company,  reftned  toyonrcooi- 
mittee  on  the  lOth  day  of  January  last;  and  the frds 
and  reasoning  which  have  governed  the  committee 
widi  respect  to  the  last  mentwned  canal  are  ttt  ibrtfa 


in  the  survey  and  written  deocriptioii  neerted  by 
Migor  Kearney,  topographical  engineer,  ana  comma* 
nicatedbythe  ActmgSecretaiyof  War  to  year  com- 
mittee, in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  on  behalf  of  die 
commiltee  of  that  depaitaeni;  which  wikten  ~ 
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ion,  together  with  the  pecUwn  afonnid,  the  oommit- 
ee  eabmit  ■•  a  pert  of  thie  lepofft 

Vo  the  kmorabU  tke  Semaie  and  Houie  of  Reprtamt' 
tUwea  of  the  United  Statee  m  Congreee  oumbleds 

The  memoriml  of  the  enbeeriberg,  Directon  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on  behalT 
if  that  eompany,  reepectlally  ahoweth,  that  the  Pree- 
dent  and  Directon  of  the  Cheaapeake  and  Ddaware 
Canal  Company  have,  at  lereral  tiraea  heretofore,  pre- 
ented  memoriab  to  Congreaa  praying  for  its  aid. 

In  theae  memoriala  the  most  ample  information  was 
:iven  of  the  importance  of  the  canal,  its  practicability, 
nd  the  measnres  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect,  Reftv- 
ing  to  them,  year  memorialists  foel  it  unneoeasaiy  to 
well  this  appUcatbn  with  a  repetition  of  foots  oftea  set 
orth,  and  nniTersaUy  acknowledged;  they  confine 
hemieWes,  therefore,  at  present,  to  lay  before  Con* 
iress  rach  prominent  foatores  in  their  case  as  the  oe- 
asion  demands. 

It  is  well  known  that  after  the  importance  of  open* 
ag  the  communication  between  the  Chesapeake  and 
)elaware  had  excited  the  attention  of  the  most  intel- 
igent  men  of  the  eeantty  for  more  than  half  a  eeft- 
ary,  it  waa  begon  with  enthusiasm,  and  snccessfallT 
voseented  for  more  tiian  two  years ;  dming  which  aU 
he  preliminaty  operatiDns  were  completed,  and  eon* 
idermble  progress  made  in  cotting  the  canal  itMlf ;  but 
t  the  expiration  of  this  time  it  became  absoliitely  ne* 
essary  to  suspend  it,  tnaa  no  other  oanse  than  the 
lilore  of  fonds,  azisiBg  from  the  neglect  of  the  stock* 
lolders  to  pay  np  their  subscriptions. 

The  causes  of  this  neglect  were  lolly  explained  to 
/ongress;  they  were,  in  foet,  no  other  than  that  in  a 
oontry  wliere  moneyed  capital  was  in  great  revest 
ir  a  thousand  nses,  which  yielded  an  immediale  and 
mple  letom,  the  patience  of  the  public  was  not  ade> 
oate  to  support  an  undertaking  where  xeimbnvBe> 
lent  could  not  be  -expected  for  some  yetos,  though 
BTtaia  in  the  end ;  and  your  memonalists  expwssed 
keir  conviction,  founded  on  experience,  that  neither 
^nor  any  similar  woA  would  aueoeed  in  the  United 
Itates,  unless  the  Government  could  patroniie  and 
Mist  the  efforts  of  individuals  Until  at  least  one  work 
rti  carried  into  sucoesslui  operation. 

It  wall,  be  seen  that  all  reasonable  means  were 
•ed  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  subsdiptton ;  but 
pgal  remedies  would  not  pioduce  funds  with  the 
elexity  neceseary  to  pay  workmen  and  continue  their 
perations ;  the  directors  had  no  alternative,  therefore^ 
at  to  snnend  them,  or  to  involve  numeioue  iadi* 
iduals  in  mstreis.  Some  debts  were  unavoidably  left 
inpaid,  but  they  are  of  no  important  amount.  The 
lost  economical  diiposal  waa  made  of  the  tools  and 
erisbaUe  property  of  the  company,  and  the  works  left 
a  such  a  atate  that  they  may  be  repaioed  at  little  ex« 
ense  when  the  operations  are  resumed. 

Your  memonahsts^  having  fieqnently  represented. 
Iiese  circumstances,  and  reoeived  no  poblic  aid,  have 
een  compelled  to  wait  until  some  happier  anqpioes 
light  enable  them  to  revive  a  work  promising  the 
itmost  publio  advantage;  and  these  they  now  hope 
0  ezpenence  from  the  present  disposition  of  the  m- 
iond  Legiilatttre.  After  the  termmation  of  war,  the 
{lory  of  the  arts  naturally  excites  the  enterprise  of  a 
^ee  people,  and  your  memorialists  think  they  perceive 
n  the  acts  of  the  last  seauon  of  Congreas  a  spirit  to 
E^Mter  them:  they  feel,  therefore,  emboldened  to  press 


their  intereels  upon  its  attention,  u&d  that  it  would  be 
a  dereliction  of  their  duty  to  omit  it 

Tour  memorialists  j^rceive  the  general  measuree 
adopted  by  Congress  in  fovor  of  roads  and  canalas 
tmon  whidb  subject  they  cannot  but  feel  a  hope  that» 
after  the  subject  has  been  recommended  by  the  Exe- 
cntive  Department,  and  its  importance  acknowledged 
in  every  session  for  many  years,  some  magnanimoua 
instance  will  be  adopted  actually  to  bestow  its  benefits 
upon  the  country,  especially  as  there  is  no  way  in 
wnich  the  money  of  the  pu^hc  can  be  expended  more 
ementially  to  its  advantage— a  foet  which  is  proved  by 
^  example  of  all  jnations  irith  whom  we  are  acquaint* 
ed,  who»  m  this  respect,  have  engaged  in  a  rivalship 
with  eadi  other,  to  which  the  United  States  alone  can* 
not  foil  to  be  a  party. 

While  the  utOitf  of  all  undertakings  of  the  kind  iM 
fuestion  must  be  universally  admitted,  the  speeifte 
adoptfon  of  some  pwoiw  objecte  seems  nsBential  to  ien« 
der  their  advantagee  efleetuaL  Amid  the  numeroue 
improvements  whidi  the  vast  area  of  our  eountiy  pre* 
sento  to  view,  it  is  obviona  that  all  cannot  be  undeiw 
taken  at  once ;  many  are  not  matured ;  some  are  iit 
districts  which  do  not  pomess  a  population  lo  supM* 
them ;  and  othess  can  as  yet  obtain  no  individual  aid 
te  that  which  the  Government  may  give  them,eo  that 
seme  prscedenee  must  be  admitted  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  since  one  brief  and  uaefiil  woA,  oanied  into  eom* 
plete  and  successfU  operation,  will  surely  lead  en  the 
rest,  while  numerous  undertakings,  pressed  on  together, 
will  only  render  each  other  abortive. 

In  this  situation,  your  memorialists  sohdt  the  pertie* 
ular  attention  of  Congress  to  the  following  brief  stale 
of  the  features  and  merit  of  the  work  they  represent^ 
which,  they  conceive  has  an  important  claim  on  the. 
patronage  of  die  public : 

1st  The  utility  of  opening  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  has  been  admit- 
ted by  all  intelligent  men,  ever  since  the  settlement  of 
the  country ;  and  if  ever  this  utility  wanted  confirma- 
tion, it  received  it  during  the  late  war,  when,  by  ita 
means,  a  most  important  fine  of  communication  and 
defonce  might  have  been  formed  and  maintained. 

Sd.  The  more  extenrive  inland  navigation  from  New 
England  to  Georgia  has  been  often  contemplated,  and 
it  11  obvious  that,  if  executed,  (as  no  doubt  it  may  be,> 
it  must  be  done  in  the  outset  by  opening^  the  two  great 
Unks  between  the  Chesapeake,  Delaware,  and  Raritan^ 

3d.  The  preeent  canal  forms  the  first  of  these  linksi 
and  it  ie  alrintdy  begun.  The  preliminary  operattona 
to  oiganiae  a  company  to  make  the  neceasary  surveySf 
and  to  commence  a  work  of  this  kind,  are  always  at* 
tended  with  difilculty,  delay,  and  expense ;  thess  have 
all  been  acoompliriied  in  the  present  work,  as  noni( 
ever  reoeived  a  more  rigid  investigation  by  the  ableet 
engineers  in  the  United  States, 

4th.  There  never  was,  perhaps,  a  canal  in  which  the 
two  great  requisites  for  ita  perfection  were  so  well 
unit^  as  in  the  present  one,  via:  a  most  abundant 
supply  of  water  and  the  easiest  soil  for  execution,  as» 
in  the  whole  area  of  ita  route,  it  presenta  scarce^  n 
single  rock  or  stone  or  other  natural  obstacle ;  in  foet, 
from  the  shortness  of  the  distance  and  the  ease  of  ita 
execution,  it  would  almost  immediately  present  to  us 
that  object  which  is  so  desirable,  of  an  actual  success- 
ful experiment 

6th.  From  the  immense  coasting  trade  of  the  Ches* 
apeake  and  Delaware^  the  revenue  upon  it  would  be 
ao  iaunediata  and  important  as  in  the  higheet  degree 
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lo  eoofinn  the  confidtnoe  of  the  conntiy  in  rach  iin- 
dertakings. 

Oth.  A  pert  of  it  i§  mtteedy  well  ezecoted,  and  that 
^art  Is'at  once  the  moat  diffiouit'  ia  the  whole  roate, 
«iid  the  moat  oaeeBtial  in  the  proaecntton  of  the  real. 
If  brief! J  rerived,  what  haa  been  done  wtU  be  featored 
^t  little  expenae ;  bat  it  ia  obnoaa,  if  long  nef  looted, 
touat  be  altogether  loot 

Tfh.  Very  eonaiderable  iviida  are  already  in  aoeh  a 
alata  aa  to  depend  on  the  meaaarea  of  Congrcaa  to 
bring  them  into  ftUl  operatioii.  If»  by  patronage,  oon- 
idenee  in  the  proaeention  of  the  work  ia  revived,  Che 
aobacriptiona  a&eady  eziattng,  to  tbemaaoantof  $400,- 
666,  w31  bo  obtained,  aa  aharea  in  whieh  partial  pay- 
fttcnta  have  been  made  will  beeotno  valoable  pledgoa 
fe  aama  doe ;  beaidaa  whieh,  the  State  of  Maryland 
kaa  paoaad  a  eonditianal  law  lo  anharribo  two  faondred 
Md  lUkf  aharea,  (f6O,0O6 ;)  the  8teta  of  Penn^lvania 
!•  anbaaribo  tlm  hnndrad  and  aovastf-ftva  ahana, 
^MOO,)  upon  the  oondltion  that  the  Unttad  fitaiaa 
ahall  aahaeaibo  aeven  hondEod  and  fifty  ahara^  (flM^- 
606,)  and  the  State  of  Dalawaio  one  hnndred  aharaa« 
($96^000^)  Thia  aofaacription  of  Congraaa,  therafofOi 
wdil  oigiitiaa  the  raat»  and  bring  into  offiKt  fiinda 
•nuply  anfiaiaot  for  azaeitting  fho  whole  work. 

Under  thaaa  dfcvmaCanaea,  yonr  mamorialiata  ea»» 
■at  hwt  l»pa  for  the  aid  of  the  Nationai  Lagialaliiio. 
y  dna  oanal  had  newer  haan  baynn,  it  woald  now 
ifcallanga  attention  aaiong  Iho  firak  national  objeota  of 
the  kind;  bat,  eonunaBoad  aa  it  haa  been,  and  pro- 
irided  with  the  mcaiia  of  piooadara,  depending  upon 
oao  eoaitingaacy  alone,  it  chaUengea  attention  1^  every 
OOMdaralioa  which  can  ariae  from  the  propria^  of 
natoriog  conildepoey  animating  the  fortitude  of  indi* 
?iduai%and  giving  the  lead  and  direction  to  thoae 
public  worktf  which,  in  all  agea  and  coontriea,  do  the 
ntmqat  hondx  to  the  Government,  becauae  they  are  of 
the  graataat  advantage  to  the  people. 

K£NS£Y  JOHNS, 

Presidenif  4^. 

JOS.  oapiN, 

JAMES  C.  FI8B£R. 

OiTV  or  WAaDnwiov,  No9,  6, 1816. 

Sim :  In  obedienee  to  ao  much  of  th^  order  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretory  of  War,  dated  May  81,  1816, 
aa  rolatM  to  the  oonneuoo  of  the  navigation  of  BBte* 
heth  river,  in  Tirginia,  with  that  of  the  watera  of  North 
Carolina,  I  have  the  honor  to  aaboilt  the  following 
teport: 

The  roatea  ordered  to  be  examined  are  thoae  two, 
for  ^e  opening  of  whieh  diartcDra  hare  been  granted 
by  Ae  Legiilataraa  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina ; 
one,  beginning  at  or  near  Whitehooae'a  landing,  on 
llie  eaatern  branch  of  Blhabeth  river,  ia  propoaed  to 
bo  eat  by  the  way  of  KempaviUe,  forming  at  that  place 
on  angle,  and  ninning  thence  nearly  on  a  right  Kne 
to  the  upper  landing  on  North  river,  and  will  oocupy 
a  diatanoe  of  between  eig^  and  nine  milea.  • 

Nortii  river  cannot  correctly  be  called  a  atream ;  it 
U  rather  a  creek  or  arm  of  Currituck  aound,  whoae 
amall  ramificationa  are  found  in  a  low  iwampy  coufl- 
try,  which  adds  to  them  acarcelT  any  farther  aapfdy 
tluin  ia  derived  from  the  downmll  water.  A  alight 
awell  of  the  ground  aeparatea  North  river  from  the 
amall  branchea  of  Northwest  riyer,  and  the  aouthem 
branch  of  Elizabeth  river.  The  loweat  ground  between 
N^h  landing  and  the  eaatern  branch  of  Bliaabath 
riter  b  along  the  Beaofaen  avramp,  and  the  braneh  of 


North  rivor  whieh  iatorloeka  vrilh  it;  tfaia  nM^  lo 
aome  peraona,  haa  appeared  to  be  tho  mat  eligihla  flw 
the  *'  coaatwiae  canal ;''  but  the  prcjector  kaa^  for  taaaf 
cogent  reaaon^  rejected  it,  and  proposes  to  run  Ihi 
canal  along  hi^er  grooad  to  the  oaotwaid  of  ic  h 
ia  not,  therefore,  to  bo  aappoeed  that  aoopplyof  wsIr 
can  be  had  for  a  canal  ao  aituated  from  tba  weal;  nor 
ii  the  country  to  the  eaat  of  the  propoaed  roata  amch 
better  calculated  to  afibrd  a  oopply,  the  Pnago  Vraadi 
of  North  river  being  the  neareet  body  of  water  to  it, 
(except  mere  catchwater  drains,)  and  that  flowa  ovw 
a  tract  of  land  parallel  vrith,  but  lower  than  it 

Thia  part  of  the  route  waa  examined  ia  compMj 
with  gentlemen  who  had  an  intereat  in  it,  and  wbt 
acknowledged  the  impracticabiii^  of  pracnnag  t 
atream  aomcient  far  the  required  pnrpoae — «b  ofxuaa 
the  raault  not  only  of  peraonal  examiiiatiMiy  but  of  the 
clear  and  unanimoua  teatimony  of  every  wraitlBnt 
I  oonaoltad. 

It  being  impracticable  lo  proeore  a 
downfidl  water,  auffident  to  feed  the 
haoomea  neoaaaary  to  inonr  the 
oxpeaaa  of  making  a  ent  eight  or  Bine 
level,  at  leaat  two  or  three  foal  below  the  level  of  tfaa 
■oap  tidea,  ia  a  awampy  eevmry;  or,  to  cmd  tte 
awampa,reeonne  mast  bo  had  to  the  high  gio«aA,a^ 
the  ezponao  iHdNaaad  beynnd  any  *T^nlitirai  tfiat 
have  yet  bean  eadttfaited  in  ralatioB  to  the  pnjaet ;  and, 
ia  dotng  ao^  the  first  dtOooltiee  of  the  warit  only  are 
avoided,  and  there  yot  remaiaa  thn  dUKcoltyof  eailai^ 
bfllDW  the  level  of  the  tidea  in  a  caai^  which  Am 
gteat  watam  approach  on  aU  aidaa.  Batitispropoaai 
to  supply  the  canal  bf  meaaa  of  oteam  macUneiy,  aad 
diia  ia  the  only  foaaiUe  mode  that  haa  beea  aaggaslad ; 
the  olgection  oftred  to  it  is,  thai  it  woald  bo  a  caa- 
■taat  aooroe  of  expease,  iaeraaaair  vith  tim  ilnniaaii 
of  tamheiji 

Prom  North  leading  the  river  ia  navigahle  for  craft 
of  any  bwden,  except  at  one  shoal,  on  wluleb  theio  w 
aeariy  fivo  foot  water  at  high  tide.  Abroaat  oT  Wla to 
hoaaO)  on  Chordhls  island^  In  Coxritiiek  aoand,  aod 
iix  milea  aootheaat  of  Che  oooif^bease,  thora  lo  anotfaar 
shoal  of  black  aoft  mad,  witfi  tna  aand  mixed  ;  i%  kaa 
fooraadahalffoatefwatarovoritatluglitide.  Note 
Snliar's^  about  nine  mUea  aoath-aou«h«as«  of  the  iMt- 
mentioned  shoal,  the  chanaal  beoomea  vary  aarvow 
and  crooked;  immeiiiately  balow  8aliar'% aad atoat 
tea  milea  from  White's  chaanel,  a  aiadhar  ocomai 
with  Mae  than  four  aad  a  half  feet  over  itat  hightldo. 
Having  paosed  the  aaad  bar,  the  chaaael 
it  eaters  the  aarrowa,  which  vriad  ia  ovofy 
^recHoB  ifaiough  aalt  matahea  for  ahoataaa 
dx  handrad  yardo  lo  the  mad  flat,  whieh  aiaai  be 
eroaaed,  niaaiag  daoaonth ;  it  haa  fovr  foot  watv  oa 
it  at  high  tide.  South  by^  eeot  of  the  mad  Satis  the 
Trout  hole,  a  nanow  ehaaael  vunainy  duo  woat  aboal 
foar  huadred  aad  fifty  yardto ;  it  is  off  tiio  ooolfa  end  of 
Rattlesnake  iriaad.  Thonea  the  ohaanel  ooalteasi 
aoath  bv  east  oae  bmIo  aad  ahalf  to  Jow'a  faartar,ene 
hundred  yarda  below  whieh  are  the  eraaa  laeka,  aa 
eyaler  battk»  making  acroaa  aeariy  the  whola  widtt  af 
the  eouad ;  the  chmiael  here  has  fiva  ImI  aralar  m  H 
at  high  tide.  Thoaca  the  chaaael  raaa 
oll'a  Point,  round  which  it  winda  ia  a 
weet-aouthwatt,  aad  then  m^cea  eaatwardly  10  Alb^ 
marie  aound.  It  may  be  proper  hero  to  attft  that,  ia 
apeaking  (in  the  phraaaology  of  the  ooantoy)  of  the 
tides  hi  the  Carritock,  aad  the  othOroottadaaadiailaBd 
waiava  with  whiahltiocoaaoeted,  a  nyiilar 
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ibb  Aad  flow  of  ll»  wstoM  if  not  to  bovnteotoodtliiil 
liAt  diango  wlnek  if  prodated  by  Iho  MliBB  of  a 
lad  eoostul  wind  ni  dvivnig'tfao  wattr  fron  ooo 
Bto  oooCliOT ;  for  tho  udoti  wa  oo  BMil,  ooai|Mnd 
irith  tbe  exttat  and  aMfcea  of  tht  oomido  ond  creoht, 
fast  tho  OMHoo  nUch  pvodaco  tidoo  in  tbo  ooom  tad 
ipoB  hoyo  caniiDC  otooioly  mSKt  thorn 


jMriod  of  thoir  opoimlion.  in  Omtitnek  looBd  tho 
lisheot  tideo  praToiH  nanally,  in  BUy ;  ooaiotimof  in 
ho  month  of  Moieh ;  otdinoiy  tideo  diuiog  Snnunory 
uIoM  it  be  Toiy  dnr,  or  tho  wind  pvevoil  from  (bo 
lorth  or  west ;  tho  Joweot  tidoo  ore  u  cold  woathor, 
ad  alwayo  whoa  tho  wind  io  fipom  tho  Kfurth. 

To  nndcr  tho  oonndond  fiver  asngablo  athightido 
or  ▼oomIo  of  flffo  liBot  dranght,  it  booomoo  noeoMOir  to 
ilenr  ont  at  looot  ono  thovaond  throo  hnndrod  j»d»  of 
ho  ohoiiaol  at  ooveial  pioco%  ond  through  ohoak  of 
wiona  compoaithiii ;  and  tho  diatcnoo  to  bo  daaaod 
riU  bo  gvaotly  hienaaed  if  it  bo  thought  adviMhlo  to 


Boko  tho  Mvigatioii  toiaraiWr  dhoot    Bntto 
i  cfaannol  ftr  vaoMla  of  aix  ftat  dnnght,  tho 


bo  eloaiad  aof  bo  "Nty  aalbly  atatod  at  twaaty 
or  mora. 


It  baa,  t  befioTo^  been  aaggaatod  that  a  cand  fiam 
IfQmtnck  coiitt4ioaaa,  or  ita  ^icini^,  Io  Indtantown, 
in  Indian  or  North  rivar,  a  bvaneh  of  tho  Albemarlo 
oond,  would  aroid  the  ahoal^  and  obviate  all  objoctioBa 
bat  can  be  made  to  thla  |iaft  of  the  route.  The  dia- 
aooa  an  a  right  lino  ftaai  the  oonrt^hoaae  to  InAan- 
own  may  bo  eatiBiatad  afe  aaaan  aMiaa,  and  would 
aaka  tha  adiolo  dialBiiaa  la  be  oat,  hatwiaa  NoiMk 
md  Albeaiaija  aOmmAp  abanl  aixtaen  milaa*.  But  ad* 
Mtting  Aat  «x  fcat  Water  may  be  had  at  aU  aeaMM 
aftwoan  the  oaWhaaaa  aad  IToalh  livoi^  (wftidi«  in 
Ritfa,ia  ▼oiy  proliBMatlial,)  it  will  bo  nacamaiy  to 
aitbolaar  tha  laaal  of  tha  aoriaea  of  Ibi  water  of  Iki 
oaad,  to  the  depth  af  at  laaat  ait  tet,  or,  m  hi  tiia 
aao  of  the  Kampaiilla  oaaal,  aapptf  water  by  maaaa 
f  ataam  teaehinea.  The  gaonnd  batwaan  tha  oawt* 
aoaa  and  Indiantewn  io  hIglMr  than  tha  gioaad  bo> 
aaotiMiBmpefilloaad  North  landing;  aadtoopaatho 
laoi  to  «z  laet  bolaw  tho  aarfiMaof  tha  aannd  waoM 
iqaira,  I  ptaaaaw,  a  aoelioa  af  aaarly  thaty  teat  par- 
oadicalar, in  aaaM  phMsaa;  aad  the  diatanoa  fraai 
[anpBvilio  to  Albanuola  aooDd  woald  be  abo  oonmd* 
mUjr  inaraaaad,  i)r  Indian  rivar  ia  Teiy  caaahad- 

Hie  oKhM*  laalo  ordered  to  bo  axaminad  Sa  ooeapiod 
y  the  eaaal  whiah  oxtondafrnB  Deepoaaak,  In  ▼brgnlh^ 
i>  Joyva^oaaohy  in  North  OaraHaa :  it  ia  twaaty^wo 
(dlea  aad  two  faoadwd  yavda  iongi  and  ia  out  on  two 
ight  linea,  wMeb,  at  twa  milea  within  tha  Vlighiia 
ine,  make  with  each  atiter  an  angle  of  tfMrat  oao  ham- 
Ind  and  fetty«ooven  dogfooi.  Thla  oanol  paaaaa 
hroagh  tho  Great  IMaanl  Swanpf  thraa  mflaa  and  a 
{Qarter  te  (he  eaecward  of  Laho  Dromaion^  or>  aa  it 
»  eallod  in  that  aeetioa  of  tho  ooantiy,  *•  Dfuamond'a 
lond*'*  Thia  eanai  la  attapfiad  ia.^  oMaona  bv  a 
brain  iWim  (ho  bkot  aad  la  rwj  wat  aaaaaaa  by  the 
low  of  tho  wateta  of  tho  awamp.  It4a»  at  the  feeder, 
Bxteen  feet  aiz  inches- d)ove  the  ordtnaty  level  of  the 
irater  in  Joyeo'a  oa^  and  in  dry  aaaaoaa  at  leaat  ris 
eet  below  the  letel  of  the  lake*  Other  Boaaaramento 
lare  made  the  helgbt  of  the  aarfeco  of  the  lake,  abova 
dgh  water  mait,  in  Nanaamoad  river,  twanty-feor 
aec 

The  tract  of  coontiy  oceopied  by  tho  awamp  ISaa, 
io  tho  aaathwardf  along  tho  bead  bmaahaa  of  Parqai- 
nana  nhrei^  LitHa  mar,  Paaqaataah  riaaTi  and  Nartfai  off 
Indian  YiaM^wliidiflawaiBteAlbanBariaaoaad;  to. tha 


aaatwaid,  along  tho  hraanhte  of  Northwaat  rivar,  whkh 
iowaiato  Carritook  aoand ;  to  tho  northoaat  and  north* 
alaog  tho  hoada  of  the  aonthecn  and  weatom  branohca 
af  EUnbeth  river;  and  to  the  northweat,  along  tho 
eaateta  and>  aoutliorn  creeka  of  NaaaenMnd  river* 
Tho  adgo  of  land  whioh  aaparatea  tha  awamp  from 
the  bead  watoia  of  Sammorton  and  Bonnet's  creeka 
liea  west  of  it.  From  the  lake  to  tha  high  groaad 
waat  of  it  the  diatanee  ia  about  throe  milea. 

That  the  awamp  ia  eanaed  by  tha  otai^owing  af 
Dmmmond  lake  and  of  tha  email  atraama  to  tha  wea^ 
ward  of  it,  and  not  bv  ita  own  apriaga,  ia  an  opiaioa 
generailv  entertained  by  the  meet  intelBgant  and  beat 
Infermea  peiaona  in  tho  neighboihood,  and  in  aapport 
af  which  veiy  oogent  reaaona  are  ofisiad.  Tho  rid^ 
of  land  which  aeparatae  tho  hoada  of  Beanot'a  and 
flummettoa  oroeka  ftom  (ho  awamp  ia  aboat  tan  flmt 
higher  than  tho  lake;  from  thla  ridge  manyomal 
atreama  ran  to  the  eaatward,  aati  meeting  with  a 
aadden  declivity,  from  whence  afeo  iaana  InnamaraMa 
apringa  af  water,  they  apread  over  tho  aarihee  of  tha 
land,  and  fell  ddeflv  into  Lake  Dmrnmaad,  betwooa 
Orapeaka  and  Jarioiio;  they  cannot,  however,  bo  aap* 
poaod  to  bo  eqnal  to  the  aapply  af  a  body  of  water 
which  ia  atated  to  bo  aeaHy  aeven  milea  loag  by  dva 
milea  wide,  having  nine  feet  depth  of  water  withte 
thirty  yatda  of  ite  ahoreo,  twelve  feet  at  thiae  hnfednd 
yarda,  and  feartoen  feet  in  the  oenhre^  and  whidi  never 
ahrinka  more  Uian  aightaen  or  twenty  inchea  in  tha 
veiy  drieet  aeaaona,  bat  eontinaea  to  ovetflow  at  all 
times  a  tract  of  coantiy  ao  axtenaivo  aa  that  which  U 
covered  by  tho  Diamal  Swamp*. 

When  the  caad  waa  prejoetod,  twoaty^ve  yaam 
ago,  it  was  believed  that  tha  country  throagh  which 
it  waa  to  be  eat  waa  a  peHbct  leval,  without  aa  inoH^ 
nation  of  suHaco  sufficient  even  to  enat>le  the  wctom 
of  the  lake  to  flow  off  throagh  the  oanal  whea  it  ehould 
bo  opened.  It  waa  ovon  feared,  it  would  aaom,  that^ 
ahoald  more  water  thaa  waa  requialto  to  fill  tha  oaaal 
be  peimitted  to  aecapo  from  tho  lake,  the  dry  aad^cal* 
tfvated  landa  ia  ita  vioiailgjr  might  bo  injaiad ;  and 
auch  oonlinaad  to  bo  tho  opiaioa  oatertaiaod,  aiitiit  a 
ditch  being  eat  and  laaha  oonatraetod.  It  waa  fenad, 
when  in  the  dry  aoaaaas  the  water  oeaaed  to  flow  bat 
through  the  feeder  of  tho  lake,  that  at  tha  head  «f 
a  loek  Ae  water  waa  deep  and  smooth,  while  at  some 
diatanoo  from  it,  aad  towarda  tha  feeder,  thaia  waa  a 
constont  but  shallow  current. 

Thia  ciroamataaaa,  fer  tho  flrat  time,  induced  aa 
opiniaa  that  tho  ooaatry  between  tho  tide  watoia  and 
tho  laka  waa  not  Mifeati^  level ;  there  wore  then  con- 
ahraclad  iatezmeaiato  Ioeka»  yet  at  tho  feot  of  each 
then  haa  novar  been  more  thaa  oigfatoon  or  twentjr 
incfaee  depth  of  water*  In  thia  aituation  the  eanai  ^f 
it  Bte7  be  ao  doaomlnated)  mBMined  until  tho  lata 
war  and  other  ctrottmiumeoa  oombtaed  to  force  into 
view  the  abeolnto  nacemity  of  a  more  liberal  and 
enlarged  intercommunication  between  Elizabeth  or 
Nanaemond  river  and  tha  watera  of  North  Carutina* 

Daring  tha  Bammar  of  the  praaant  year,  the  man> 
a^ata  have  engaged  in  tho  work  of  deepening  and 
wideaing  (he  aanal  with  a  coiraot  end  ontorpriaiAg 
liberality,  which  ia,  however,  uafertunatoiy  limited  by 
tho  ^fienlty  of  obtaining  the  requiaito.  fanda.  Thi^ 
pBOpoaa  that,  fer  the  praaeat,  it  ahaU  have  aa  average 
aarfeoa  width  of  twoaty-oight  feet,  with  a  talus  just 
aaflkiant  topreaarvo  tho  baaka^  aad  that  it  ahail  bo 
capthto  of  floating  vameb  diawiag  at  laaat  fear  feot 
To  acaompliah  thia  p«irpoaa«  it  ia  oakulated 
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that  thay  moft  expend  aeerly  98^fiM*  Heielciwe 
the  general  ■mfiiee  width  has  net  exceeded  ei^iteen 
ftet;  in  ■ome  plaoM  it  is  more,  in  some  less.  An  ad- 
ditional est  in  depth  is  making  £rom  the  fi»ot  of  each 
lock  towaids  the  head  of  the  one  next  below  it,  ao  that 
tilie  bottom  shall  in  no  place  be  less  than  six  Ibsl  from 
the  lerel  of  the  eountiy,  or  eight  feet  fiom  the  top  of 
^bank. 

The  only  doabts  that  oosor  aa^  the  practicability 
of  rendeiing  this  canal  navigable  for  Teesels  of  six  feet 
draught  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  soil  through  which 
it  passes,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  at  its  ontlets. 
When  the  first  cut  was  made,  the  water  ooied  throngh 
ihe  sides  and  bottom  of  the  canal,  carrying  with  it  a 
qosintity  of  sand,  which  in  some  places  choked  the 
passage,  by  forming  shoals,  which  threatened  to  reap- 
pear as  often  as  they  were  removed.  They  were  snp- 
posed  to  be  the  most  serioiis  obstacle  to  the  deepening 
of  the  canal.  During  the  last  Summer,  one  <^  these 
placea  has  been  deepened  two  feet  below  the  old.bottom 
without  any  difficatty«  and  preaents  a  fine  dry  sorfece 
of  sand  mixed  with  some  blue  clay ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  might  be  Idrther  deepened  withont  striking  a 
▼ein  of  water.  The  sides  of  the  canal  haye  become 
compact  and  firm  by  the  settling  of  the  soil,  as  is  the 
'  case  with  all  the  cleared  land  in  the  swamp  since  the 
water  has  been  drained  hf  the  canal,  and  the  nnmer* 
COS  smaU  cats  made  for  bringing  ahingles  and  staves 
oat  of  the  woods.  Generally,  the  soil  has  sank  twelve 
inches ;  the  doabts  which  arose  from  this  soorce  have, 
therefere,  in  a  great  measure  ceased. 

The  Pasqootank  ie  a  deep  and  clocked  river,  into 
which  Joyce^s  creek  empties ;  the  <mly  obstraetioa  in 
it  is  a  narrow  sand-bar  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  outlet  of  the  canal,  over  which  there  is  osuaQy 
fear  feet  water. 

Beep  oreekt  which  empties  into  the  southern  branch 
off  Elixabeth  river,  and  uto  which  the  canal  disem- 
bogues, has  been  filled  up  by  the  sand  from  the  canal 
the  distance  <tf  nearly  a  mile,  and  is  incapable  of  float- 
ing vessels  of  anr  burden  at  low  tide ;  at  high  tide, 
however,  vcasela  drawing  three-and-a4ialf  to  feur  feet 
can  navigate  it  It  is  proposed  either  to  remove  (he 
sand,  or,  which  would  be  the  most  efiectoal,  and  per^ 
hapa  the  cheapest  method,  to  make  a  new  cut  of  four 
or  five  hundred  yards  to  another  Inranch  of  the  creak, 
whidk  affi>rds  a  sufficieat  depth  of  water  fer  the  required 
draught 

In  considering  the  relative  advantages  of  these 
routes  fer  military  and  naval  purposes,  on  the  aasum^ 
tion  that  they  may  be  of  equal  depth,  (a  proposition 
abeadv  considered  in  this  report,)  it  is  necessaiy  to 
view  them  during  a  war  with  some  maritime  Povrer, 
in  which  rapidity  of  movement  and  oompletoeeeurity 
should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  combined  in  tiie  trans- 
portation of  supplies,  materials,  and  troops. 

Currituck  court-house,  near  which  the  lower  canal 
route  must  pass,  is  but  ten  miles  distance  from  the 
inlet }  and  the  sound,  which  is  not  more  than  fear    i»40Vf0vi  siavesb 
mUes  average  width,  is  separated  from  the  ocean' by  a    Druoimond,  and 


sand  beach  so  low  as  to  expose  to  the  view  of  slups 
eroising  along  the  coast  eveiytiung  that  passes  down 
it  It  cannot  be  considered  safe  daring  war,  unlesB 
an  armed  force  be  constantly  stationed  at  the  inlet. 
It  is  so  near  the  Chesapeake  as  to  be  oonsidwed 
iHthin  the  cruising  ground  of  vessels  blockading  that 
bay,  and  was  visited  daring  the  lato  war  by  the  enemy, 
whabTurnt  or  carried  ofi^the  few  craft  they  found  in  k. 
On  the  contrary,  the  upper  roato  is  perfectly  safe| 


being  sepanled'  fimn  tbs  ocean  and  ha^  by  averf 
diflicalt  country,  and  the  land  aroimd  I«ake  Bun* 
mend  afiMds  poailioBs  capable  of  beings  ominftayMd  kf 
a  email  ferce  against  great  numbers.  Tbe  seoority  if 
this  ronfe  continues  until  it  coincidae  writk  the 
near  Boanake  isbnd^  when  it  in  eooai 
comee  exposed,  yet  not  so  mnch  ae  Ike 
in  passing  down  Currituck  sound* 

As  it  regards  distance,  the  CarriUic 
greatly  the  advantage,  being  about  fifteen 
than  the  swamp  route,  calculating  firom  Kodolk  ts 
Roanoke  island,  near  the  entrance  of  Albemarle  sosad. 
But  for  die  traiisportation  of  supplies  from  tiie  eooAtiy 
bordering  on  the  Beenoke,  Chowan,  and  Farqniattm 
riven,  and  the  other  bnnchee  of  Albenanile  eoviii, 
the  npper^  route  is  the  best,  not  oolj  as  it  legarii 
safety,  but  in  distenee also;  and  ite  oonneoEian  with  tte 
canal  pronoeed  to  be  cut  finom  the  feUe  of  tiie  Beaneke 
adds  muca  to  ite  tmpoitanoe.  Wlwtiier  this  canal  be 
cut  round  the  south  side  of  the  feMs,  ineiii^  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  connected  with  the  Dan,  StaatDo. 
and  Boanoke  riven,  to  .pass  off  by  di&  natnni  ehaonel 
of  the  river ;  whether  it  be  cut  from  the  north  sidb  of 
the  river  to  Muifreesboroogh  on  the  Mehorin only; 
or,  finally,  whether  it  be  continued  up  Bennetts  creek 
to  the  White  Oak  Spring  manli^  or  to  BoSaSk  <m  the 
Nansemond  river,  ite  connexion  with  the  Great 
mal  Swamp  canal  is  intimate  and  important 

The  country  vritfa  which  either  of  dw 
immediately canaeot Bfiaabediriver is amable of  _ 
nidiing  many  materials  and  supplies  fer  tht  Army  and 
Navy;  and  there  raey  now  be  had  from  it  mi  and 
white  oak  of  a  large  growth,  red  cedar,  Ljpaai,  Juid- 
per,  holly,  beach,  pepiar»  Uaefc  end  eweet  gum,  white, 
yellow,  and  piteh  pine,  and  maple.    Mnch  Hex  ie 
raised,  and  Indian  corny  wheat,  tdbaeeoy  eoCten,  and 
hemp  may  be  had  fimn  it    Conaidegabie  nnnbeia  of 
homed  cattle,  ohe^,  and  serine^  era  raised  in  the  lev 
country  finr  market;  and  the  watan  of  North  Oaralinn 
ftimish  great  quantities  of  shad  and  henn«g'.  Jron  eve 
is  fimnd  in  the  mountains,  when  theie  &n  same  Ibun* 
drfes,  and  email  quantities  of  load  have  been  proeured; 
it  is  probable  that  suMeat  fer  the  pupoees  of  Ctor. 
▼ernment  might  be  had,  if  a  coaununieatittn  were 
opened  vrith  the  country  containing  Hhoee  ndnenk. 
An  asiection  has  been  hssarded,  wldc^  thongh  loees^ 
deaerves  investigation ;  that  eulpbur  and  sal^iecremajr 
be  piocured  fitom  the  monnteins.    Tgr  and  tnipentine 
focm  some  of  the  principal  articlos  for  exportation,  and 
an  to  be  had  from  the  country  round  Bdenton,  aa  well 
as  firom  other  jplaoes.    It  may  ha  satisfactnry  to  ex- 
hibit the  followmg  list  of  some  of  the  nest  bulky  ar- 
ticles paeMd  through  the  Bismal  Swamp  canal. in  the 
year  1810,  during  theiew  weeka  it  was  open  for  navi- 
gation ;  thsgr  are  exclusive  of  articles  pacing  toll  by 
▼aluatioB,  and  of  the  large  amount  of  coastmg  tannage 
which  passes  to  sea  through  Currituck'and  Ocraeoke 
inlets,  and  down  Cora  sound;   6»61M19  riung&ciy 
1,160,691  Steves^  from  the  south  and  east  odea  of  Lake 

of  tiiose  aent  by  the  way  of 


Norfolk;  16,703  bushels  of  Indian  com;  M13  bushels 
of  rice;  8,138  hogsheads  of  tobacco;  8,768  berrsii  of 
fish;  3,676  barrels  of  tar;  689  casks  of  turvsatiBe 
spirite;  8,476  bales  of  cotton;  119  barrels  of  Uack 
lead;  887  tons  of  iron;  181  tons  of  lead,  and  powder 
and  shot  . 

Ship  timber  and  the  bulky  materials  far  houwbnild- 
ing  ara  immediately  shqiped  fiw,  their  place  of  ulliDHato 
deitinatien ;  the  canal,  in  ill  pveasnt  atale»  being 
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•dered  inM|wbl6  of  mdmittiog  ibam  to  pan  Uuongh 
t.  It  11  to  be  ooinideredi  alio,  thatt  on  aoeonni  of 
lie  difSenltf  praaentod  bj  tba  Alia  of  tba  IloaiiolLe» 
he  produce  m  the  conatiT  bordoriiiY  on  diat  mei^ 
uid  on  ita  braacheo,  the  Dan  and  Staonton  riToia, 
generally  finda  ita  way  over  liuad  to  Pateraburyi  The 
Auntry  aonth  of  the  Roanoke  and  of  Albemarle  aomd 
I  nearly  equally  acceanble  by  both  rontea. 

It  may  be  well,  also,  before  oonofaiding  thia  report, 
[already,  perbapa,  drawn  to  too  great  a  length,)  toob- 
erre^  that  if  the  navigation  of  OarritQck  aoond  be 
inppoaed  to  poaaeaa  any  peculiar  advantagea,  except 
n  point  of  di&anoe,  or  if  the  value  of  the  ^oductiona 
f  the  country  bordering  on  it,  ihonld  joati^  the  ex- 
lenae  of  a  diract  water  communication  with  Sliiabeth 
iver,  anch  communication  can  be  obtained  by  oon* 
lecting  the  head  of  Northweat  river  irith  the  Dia- 
Qal  Swamp  canal.  Thia  river  haa  ita  aouroe  in  tho 
Qoraaa,  eaaiward  of  Lake  Drummond,  and  aervee  aa 
•ne  of  the  draina  of  ibat  body  of  water ;  it  croaiea 
be  canal  north  of  &e  leeder,  and  entera  Currituck 
ound  aouth,  and  within  about  a  mile  of  the  month  of 
Vorth  river.  By  deaimg  out  the  bed  of  thia  atream 
i»r  tho  diatance  of  about  inn  milea,  or  by  makiDg  a 
aterai  canal  of  much  kaa  tban  that  dbtanoe,  the  do* 
ired  oommnnication  would  be  eatablidied  at  a  trifling 
)xpenae  compared  inth  the  coat  of  a  ptacticaUe  canid 
)y  the  way  of  Whitehouie'a  landing  and  North  river, 
ind  would  JpooMaa  nearly  all  iti  advantagea,  aided 
fj  ita  lateral  cut,  if  we  except  that  of  the  rapid  moTo- 
Qont  of  gnnboata  betvreen  Lynnhaven  bay  and  Cnrri* 
ncfc  aound. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectAilIy,  air,  jronr 
bedient  aervant, 

JAMES  KEARIVET, 
Mafar  Topqgnytog/  Bngineen, 

P.  8.  My  report  on  ao  mnch  of  the  order  of  May 
11, 1816,  aa  relatea  to  the  defence  of  the  Cbeaapeaka 
)ay,  dkc.,  ia  in  the  handa  of  Lieutenant  CoL  CKMrga 
)om£>rd,  of  the  Ordnance  coipa ;  other  materiaJa  col* 
Bcted  during  last  Summer  remain  to  be  reported  aa 
iccaaion  ihaU  require.    Beepectfiilly, 

J.  KEARNET. 
Gnonos  OmABiat,  Eaq.,    . 

AtOng  Setreimrjf  of  Warm 

INTERNAL  BUTIE9. 

The  order,  of  the  dny.  on  the  proposition  to  re* 
)eal  the  internal  taxes,  naWog  been  aanoonced,  a 
notion  was  made  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the 
lay,  in  order  to  take  up  the  aannal  pension  hiH. 
This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  CALHoim, 
3HAPPBLL,  Taylor,  Fobbttb,  and  Soutbard^ 
md  opposed  by  Messrs.  Willumb,  Flbtcher, 
IVbbstbr,  and  Cankox,  in  an  attimated  conrer* 
latioD,  rather  than  debate,  and  was  n^tired,  67 
rotes  to  65. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
lay,  on  the  resolntion  to  repeal  the  internal  du- 
;ies. 

Mr.  SHEpyET  withdrew  a  motion  he  had  previ- 

)U8ly  made  to  amend  the  resolve,  so  as  to  read 

nearlv  as  follows;  "/Resolved,  ''That  the  Army 

shall  be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  and  the 

acts  laying  internal  duties^  d^c,  be  repealed." 

Mr.  Jackbon  made  a  motion,  which  oe  said  he 
felt  constrained  bv  imperious  necessity  to  offer, 
to  prereat  a  farther  waste  of  the  time  of  the 


Hons^  on  a  proposition  whieh  could  lead  to  no 
result,  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dbbba, 
Hardin,  and  Kino,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Hul- 
BERT.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  said  the  proposi* 
tion  was  one  of  great  importance,  on  whieh  erery 
one  had  made  up  their  minds  and  were  probably 
ready  to  decide.  On  the  other  hand,  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  was  admitted,  but  the  possi* 
bility  oT  deciding  it  definitiyely  at  the  present 
session,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  was  denied. 

The  yeas  and  uays  having  been  required  on 
the  motion,  some  gentlemep  expressed  other  rea- 
sons for  their  votes. 

Mr.  LuMFKiN  said  he  was  disposed  to  yote  for 
a  partial  refieal  of  tb^  taxes,  but  being  now  alto- 
gether convineed  that  the  discussion  would  con- 
sume the  whole  session,  without  the  possibility  of 
arriving  at  a  practical  result,  he  should  vote  for 
a  postponement  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fletcber  exhorted  the  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  repeal,  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  consider- 
ations presented,  from  voting  against  this  motion. 
He  hoped  they  would  march  boldlv  up  to  the 
question,  and  that  the  House  would,  for  once, 
take  the  side  of  the  people. 

Mr.  McLean,  on  toe  other  hand,  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  continuance  of  this  discussion 
would  prevent  the  transaction  of  any  other  busi- 
ness at  the  present  sessiou,  asked  how  the  mem^ 
hers  of  this  House,  on  their  return  home,  could 
account  to  the  people  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  ?    We  are  sent  here,  said  he,  to  perform  le- 

Sislative  acts;  and  it  is  not  he  who  exclaims  that 
e  is  the  friend  of  the  people,  that  best  performs 
the  duty  of  a  Representative;  but  he  who  endea- 
vors to  discharge  his  duty  conscientiously  and 
effectually. 

Mr.  Yates  said,  if  he  could  conceive  it  possible 
that  this  question  could  be  examined  in  all  its 
bearings  at  this  session,  he  should  be  the  last  to 
wish  to  defer  it.  But,  seeing  the  differing  opinions 
on  this  subject,  he  was  convinced  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  would  only  tend  to  the 
consumption  of  time,  and  he  felt  himself  obliged 
to  vote  to  lay  the  resolnton  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PicKBRiNO)  though  in  favor  of  a  reduction 
of  the  Army,  was  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  taxes, 
and  therefore  in  favor  of  postponement,  for  van* 
ous  reasons  which  he  assignee!;  a  leading  one  of 
which  was,  the  moral  effect  of  the  duty  on  whis- 
kev,  to  limit  the  consumption  of  it. 

Mr.  King  intimated  that  the  whole  amount  of 
Mr.  PicKBRiNo's  argument  was,  that  all  the  taxes 
ought  to  be  retained,  that  the  whole  nation  should 
be  taxed  for  the  sake  of  a  few  miserable  drunk- 
ards. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  res- 
olution on  the  table ;  not  that  he  was  opposed  to 
a  repeal  of  the  taxes-<-bttt  he  should  conceive  it 
mere  pretension,  at  the  present  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Little  said  he  believed  many  of  the  taxes 
to  act  oppressively  on  a  large  portion  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  should  thereforehave  been  in  favor 
of  a  repeal  of  them,  had  not  the  question  of  a  re- 
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Territorial  government  for  the  emsiem  part  of 
the  Missistsppi  Territory  |"  and  ''Ad  act  to  set 
npart  and  dispose  of  certain  puhlie  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  euUivation  of  the  rine  and 
olive)"  and  the  bill  from  the  House,  entitled  '^An 
act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,"  with  amendmenu,  in  which  bills  and 
amendments  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Jackson  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  he  stated  grew  out  of  the  report  made  a 
few  days  ago  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  House  on  the  subject : 

JRetohed,  That  a  coauntttee  be  appointed  on  the 
part,  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTSs  of  the  United 
StatiBt,  to  notii^  the  honorable  Jaxbs  Mojrmoa  of  hv 
election  to  the  officeof  President  of  the  United  Btstes, 
ibr  the  ensuing  teru  of  Ibur  yean :  and  that  the 
Speaker  of  this  House  cause  a  similar  notice  to  be 
given  to  the  honorable  Davibl  D.  Toxvusb  of  his 
eleetbn  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  term. 

The  resolution  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  appointed  accordingly. 

And  Messrs.  Jao&bon  and  Pitkin,  were  ap- 
nointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  reso* 
lution. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  register  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz :  the 
bill  to  esublish  a  separate  Territorial  government 
for  the  eastern  ^rt  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
the  bill  to  provide  for  reiK>rting  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court;  the  bill  respecting  the  trans- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or  to  be  held 
to  labor;  and  the  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  the  olive ;  were  sever* 
ally  twice  read  and  referred ;  and 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  navigation  of  the  United  Sutee, 
were  read  and  referred. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence,  to  wit:  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  the  Military  Bstablish- 
ment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1817;  the 
bill  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Army  and  militia  daring  the 
late  war;  the  bill  making  appropriattone  for  the 
supi^rt  of  the  Navy  for  the  vear  1817 ;  the  hill 
freeing  from  postage,  hereafter,  ail  letten  and 
packets  to  and  from  James  Madison ;  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  further  to  amend  the  sevo- 
ral  acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departmenu;  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  providing  for  the  safe-keeping  and  accom- 
modation of  prisoners  of  war;  the  bill  concerning 
the  compensation  of  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
district  of  Massachusetts;  and  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  extension  of  the  Columbian  turnpike 
witibin  ^e  District  of  Columbia.  . 

Tne  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 


Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  invmlidpensioacn, 
and  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  dommmkin 
Richard  Tayfor;  which,  having  heem  c<maidexed 
and  gone  throoghi  were  reported  to  the  Hooae 
with  amendments;  and,  with  the  ameDdments, 
severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

INTEBNAL  DUTIES. 

The  que-siioo  first  under  consideration  was  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Mills  yesterday,  and  peod- 
ing  when  the  House  adjourned,  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  brown  sugar,  coffee,  bohea,  and  90ochoo{ 
teas,  imported  spirits,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles, one  half. 

Mr.  Mills  opposed  the  general  repeal  contem- 
plated by  the  original  resolution,  and  advocated 
his  amendment ;  expressing  his  reasons  at  large 
for  approving  a  steady  but  moderate  system  of 
internal  taxation,  as  welt  a  direct  tax  on  lands, 
&c.,  as  others,  and  particularly  on  ardent  spirits 
and  articles  of  'uzurV.    When  he  had  coacladed, 

Mr.  TaoBkAS,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  to  a  decision  on  the  question,  and  fore- 
seeing no  terminatioQ  to  the  present  dtscnsslon, 
demanded  the  previous  question  on  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  **  Shall  the  previ- 
ous question  be  now  taken  t"  and  decided  in  the 
nmtive — yeas  36. 

Mr.  Tbomas  then  moved  that  ibe  resolution 
be  postponed  to  the  2d  day  of  March,  vhich  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  82,  nays  73,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Birdseye,  Breckenridge,  Biown,  CaldweU,  Cal- 
houn, Csrr  of  Massachusetts,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Neir 
York,  Claike  of  North  Caiolma,  Coadict,  dumer, 
Creighton,  Crocheion,  Findley,  Foraer,  Fonryth,  6c«. 
ton,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hutkoa,  Smater,  HoMa- 
son,  Huger,  Hulbert,  lafbain,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kmtoeky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  McLeaiit  Midittaiton,  Blil- 
ler,  Milli»  MUnor,  Jereanah  N«bon,Thomaa  M.  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Oimaby»  ndbsring,  Pleasants^  Rioa^ 
Sobertson,  Bess,  Baggies,  Savage,  Schenck,  South  of 
PennsyjNrania,  Southtfd,  Stearns,  Taggart,  TaUmadge, 
Tanl,  TM'lor  of  New  York,  Tajlor  of  South  Caiotma, 
TeUUr,  ThoaMs,  Townoend,  Ward  of  Maamfhnaetts, 
Webster  Wendover,  Wilde,  WiOdn,  WiUoughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yateo. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adami^  Baylies,  Birdaall,  Blooal, 
Boss,   Bradbury,   Bryan,   Buiwell,  Cady,  Gannon, 
Champion,  CUley,  Clayton,  Clendennm,  Comsteck, 
Cook.  Cooper   Crawford,  Culpeper,  DaTonporV  !>•• 
she,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  Goldsborongh,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Hendricks,  Herbert  Hooki^  Hungertvd, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kilbonnit  King,  Langdon, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lore,  Lvle,  Lyon,  William  Maday,  Wil- 
liam P.  Maday,  Maish,    Mason,  McCoy,  McKse, 
Moffitt,  Moors,  Mcseimr,  Hu^  Nebon,  Noyes»  Pat- 
rk,  Peter,  Pwkens,   Piper,   PoweU,   Reed,  Bosae^ 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Vininia,  Strong*  Stuart,  Sumgm, 
Tyler,  Voo^  WaUa0e»  Wurd  of  New  York,  Wsidof 
New  Jcn^,  Whealon,  Whiteside,  Wiloox,  anH  Wil- 


So  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  taU«» 
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MILITART  BSTABLIBHMEirr. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
he  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  made  some 
lays  ago,  on  sundry  bills  connected  with  different 
tranches  of  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  one  first  taken  up  was  the  bill  authorizing 
he  establishment  of  a  national  armory  on  the 
)hio  river  or  its  branches. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
urning  principally  on  the  expediency  of  author- 
King  an  additional  armory  at  this  time ;  in  which 
he  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  on  the 
:round  of  its  partiality  to  the  West,  and  denying 
.  similar  establishment  to  the  South;  and  by 
Ar,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  moved  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill ;  also,  bv  Mr.  Cadt 
nd  Mr.  PicKfisiita.  It  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
OHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  Harrison,  Lowndes, 
iuoEE,  and  MoLean. 

The  motion  for  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely 
vas  finally  carried— ayes  70.  So  the  bill  was 
ejected. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
aceeedinj;  reports,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
naking  furiber  provision  for  military  services 
luring  the  late  war}  on  the  bill  respecting  the 
>ay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers;  and  on 
he  bill  concerning  the  invalids  of  the  Revolu- 
ionary  war,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
nilitia  and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  during 
he  late  war.  The  two  first  bills  were  ordered  to 
le  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  some  dis- 
ussion  ensuing  on  the  details  of  the  bill  last 
lamed,  a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  same 
ndefinitely ;  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Satordat,  February  22. 

Mr.  Hale  presented  a  petition  of  sondrv  io- 
labitants  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
lampshire,  praying  to  tne  same  effect  with  the 
petition  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bradbury, 
rom  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Maine.^'Re- 
erred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
0  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTOii  presented  a  reM>latioa  of  the 
Seneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
ina,  requesting  that  further  measures  n»y  be 
idopted  for  arming  and  eqoippinir  the  whole 
K>dy  of  the  mititia  of  the  United  States,  which 
vas  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
Tom  a  further  eonsideratien  of  the  several  peti- 
ions,  and  other  matters  referred  to  them  at  the 
(iresent  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
eported. 

Mr.  Inqbam,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Dffioe  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
ind  establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Pickbeino,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
African  slave  trade,  to  which  was  committed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  reapecting 
the  transportation  or  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor,"  reported  the  same  without 


amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to 'which  was  committed  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,*'  reported  their  agreement  thereto.  The 
amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbtnolds,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  for  opening  and  cutting  out  a  road 
from  the  Tennessee  line  through  tfa«  Chickasaw 
country,  dbc,  and  (after  an  unsuccessful  motioa 
by  Mr.  Cady  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely, 
and  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by  Mr.  Kino  to  re- 
commit it)  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Goldsborooob,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pnointed  on  the  25th  instant,  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
questing  him  to  report  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress  the  best  practicable  mode  of  defending 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the 
President  answered  it  would  not  be  in  his  power 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  resolution,  but 
that  he  had  no  doubt  his  successor  would  pay  all 
due  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  be  postponed  to  Monday,  and  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  bv  him  some  weeks  ago  to  reduce  the 
Army;  which  motion  was  negatived — ayes  39, 
noes  69. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen*> 
ate,  to  wit : 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners: 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war ; 
and 

The  bill  concerhing  tbe  pay  and  emolumeati 
of  brevet  officers. 

The  last  named  bill  was  very  earnestly  opposed 
by  Mr.  Harrison,  who  contended  for  a  compen- 
sation corresponding  to  their  brevet  rank,  to  those 
officers,  who.  b^  their  eminent  services,  had  re- 
ceived the  distinction  of  brevet  promotion,  and 
cited  cases  in  which  services  had  been  so  essen- 
tial and  so  brilliant,  as  to  have  been  rewarded 
with  two  brevets,  and  some  instances  in  which  a 
captain  in  the  line  was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  by 
brevet,  which  rank  ought  to  be  supported  by  suit- 
able emoluments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Richard  Taylor,  was  read  the  third  time, 
as  amended  by  the  Committee,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  concerning 
invalids  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  nailitia,  and  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  during  the  late  war.  as  re- 
ported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole-*the  mo- 
tion Duide  yesterday  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  to  postpone  the  bill'  indefinitely  being  un- 
der eonsideiation.  ^ 

Thia  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  diaciu- 
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■ion,  IB  whioh  MeMiv.  Jackson,  Kdwabds,  Jobh- 
80N,  of  Keataclcy,  Habbiboic,  and  Covbtoos, 
opposed  the  poatpoDement;  tsd  Meatn.  Habdin 
mod  Tat  LOB,  of  New-York,  aopported  it*  The 
moiioQ  was  finally  decided  in  the  aflkniatiTe  by 
a  decwHre  majority,  and  the  bill  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hovae 
that  (bey  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  ^An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and 
distribution  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Stntes;" 
and  "^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  lenl  represent- 
Btffea  of  Francis  Cazeao,  late  merchant  at  Moo- 
treal;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  ooncoff- 
reoce  of  this  House. 

PBTinON  OF  JAME8  YILLERE. 

Mr*  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Villere  ^ 
which  was  reed ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  said  James  Villere ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Case  and 
Richaod.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

Thatt  at  the  tune  the  8laie  of  LeniaiaBa  was  ia- 
▼aded  1^  the  British  forces,  (he  petitioner,  living  near 
Mew  Orleans,  owned  and  occupied  a  valuable  house, 
from  which  his  £unily  retired,  and  which  was  some- 
(imee  ocenpied  by  the  British  forces,  and  sometimes 
luf  the  American,  doling  the  invasion.  During  this 
tune,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  used  a  quantity 
of  his  wood  and  some  of  his  fencing  for  fuel.  At  the 
time  the  British  forces  left  New  Orleans,  it  was  con- 
sidered prudent  and  proper  by  General  Jackson  to  fill 
up  a  canal  through  the  plantation  of  the  petitioner ; 
ki  consequence  of  which  a  part  of  the  plantation, 
which  was  planted  wnnh  sugar  cane^  was  overflowed, 
aad  continued  so  long  overflowed,  before  the  news  of 
peace  reached  that  place,  that  he  was  preventsd  flrom 
making  a  crop. 

The  petitioner  praye  to  be  paid  the  value  of  such 
injury  as  he  has  sustained^  in  consequence  of  the  fiil« 
ing  up  of  the  canal,  and  the  value  of  hia  wood  and 
fencing. 

It  is  diflicult  to  determine,  pieaisely,  what  aie  the 
daoagea  for  which  the  petitioner  is  entitled  lo  indem- 
nity. The  committee,  however,  after  .  having  be- 
alowed  some  consideration  on  the  subject,  are  of  opin- 
ion he  should  be  paid  the  value  of  his  wood  and  fenc- 
ing necessarily  used  for  fuel,  a  sum  suflldent  to  open 
the  canal,  and  one  year's  rent  for  such  part  of  his 
plantation  planted  in  sugar  cane  as  was  overflowed  by 
filling  up  the  canal ;  and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  that 
eflSsct. 

CANADIAN  TOLUNTEERSi  Slc 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  mntiBg 
btiuniiee  in  land  to  certain  CaoBdiaa  Tolaateera. 
[Providii^^  that  no  bounty  shall  be  given  to  any 
of  I  he  said  volunteers,  except  where  it  shall  ap- 
pear ihey  have  served  the  full  term  of — m<mtha. 
and  who9e  name  ahall  appear  on  the  maater  roll 
ut  the  i»aid  corps,  except  prevented  bv  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle,  &c.,  and  instead  of  the  mode  of 
granting  the  bounty  directed  by  the  former  act, 
'®  f *b"'  •  bounty  of acrea,  agraeaUy  m 


Thia  bill  oemspied  a  good  deal  of  timc^  and  i^ve 
rise  to  considerable  debate,  partly  oa  the  pslkf 
of  haviog  granted  the  bounty  at  all,  ao  wiidy 
discusaed  at  the  last  session ;  but  priocipa/ly  m 
the  details  of  the  bill,  and  the  proper  >ateps  to  pt^ 
vent  the  frauds  whicn  it  appears  mtc  beea  so  ex- 
tensively attempted  by  persons  not  entitled  ui  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  last  sesaioo.  Afker  the  adop- 
tion of  various  amendments,  the  Comaittcetose 
and  reported  the  bill ;  which  wan  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  as  amended. 

The  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bill  granting  dooatioos 
of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  Army, 
and  then  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Caitvoi. 
laid  on  the  table. 

After  an  attempt  by  Mr.  Yaiigby,  which  he 
afterwards  withdrew,  to  diacharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideratioB 
of  the  bills  to  establish  an  invalid  corpa,  and  for 
authorizing  additional  Military  Academies  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  laid  on  the  tab/c^  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  Febmary  84. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  a  reaolntion  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  reqoesUng 
that  certain  companies  of  rangers  raised  in  said 
Territory  may  be  allowed  their  full  pay ;  and  that 
certain  other  rangers  may  also  be  allowed  some 
compensation,  as  they  were  discharged  in  conse- 
quence of  a  greater  number  having  enlisted  than 
was  required  by  law. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  another  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  sail  Territory,  reouesting  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  land 
may  be  extended  to  such  ci  tne  Inhahi cants  of 
that  Territory,as  leei  their  property  by  remoriog 
from  the  ftoatiera  by  order  of  Uortrmor  Howard • 

Mr.  PoPB  alao  preseaced  another  reeoJuttoa  of 
the  Legialatiife  of  the  said  Territory,  aoiieiung 
the  eetahliahment  of  aAditional  noal  rouiea  iheffeio. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  itaolaiioiia  lie  oa  the 
table. 

Mr.  LowtfMM,  ftom  the  Commitiae  of  W^ys 
aad  Means,  reporied  a  bill,  aapplaBicnwy  to  "An 
act  to  regulaie  the  daties  on  impeiu  aad  ton- 
nage;"  which  waa  read  the  fiiai  time,  aad  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  aeeoad  time  tomonow* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HabhiboHi 

Menhedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  thia  fieaae, 
at  their  next  aessioBi  the  aumoer  aad  ooaditiona 
of  the  contracta  which  have  been  made  for  the 
supply  of  arms  for  the  United  States,  aioee  the 
adoptiOB  of  the  present  CoaatittttioQ,  apeciiying 
the  lom,  if  aay^  which  the  public  haro  aastaaacd 
by  the  non-fulalment  of  each  contracta,  or  by  the 
advance  of  money  4Hi  accoont  of  theaame;  to- 
gether with  any  other  information  he  may  pes- 
sess  tending  to  show  the  advantages  or  disadran- 
ugea  attending  that  mode  of  obtaiaiBg  arou,  com- 
pared with  that  of  DBtioaalarmoriea;  and  that  he 
report  therewith  the  amount  of  OMmey  expend- 
ed in  each  of  the  jueaant  national  armodcs  the 


1021 


mSTORY  01  0QNa&B88. 


1082 


PsBaiTAmT,  1817. 
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H.  OP  R. 


MILITART  B8TABLI8HMENT. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  made  some 
days  ago,  on  sundry  bills  connected  with  different 
branches  of  the  Military  Establishment. 

The  one  first  taken  up  was  the  bill  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  on  the 
Ohio  riirer  or  its  branches. 

This  tuU  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
turning  principally  on  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing an  additional  armory  at  this  time ;  in  which 
the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yancey,  on  the 
£^round  of  its  partiality  to  the  West,  and  denying 
a  similar  establishment  to  the  South;  and  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  moved  the  indefi- 
nit'e  postponement  of  the  bill ;  also,  by  Mr.  Cadt 
and  Mr.  Fickjsbiiio.  It  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  Harrison,  Lowndes, 
HuGER,  and  McLean. 

The  motion  for  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  finally  carried— ayes  70.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
sQceeeding  reports,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
making  farther  provision  for  lailitary  services 
during  the  late  war ;  on  the  bill  respecting  tlie 
pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers;  and  on 
the  bill  concerning  the  invalids  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  toe  widows  and  children  of  the 
militia  and  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  during 
the  late  war.  The  two  first  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  some  dis- 
cussion ensuing  on  the  details  of  the  bill  last 
named,  a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely ;  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Satordat,  February  22. 

Mr.  Hale  presented  a  petition  of  sundrv  ia- 
habiUBts  of  Fortsmotttb.  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampehire,  praying  to  tne  same  effect  with  the 
petitioa  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  BaADRuar, 
from  iohabitants  of  the  District  of  Maine.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTOii  presented  a  reM>latioa  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, leqacstiog  that  further  measures  may  be 
adopted  for  armii»g  and  eqoippinff  the  whole 
body  of  the  mititfa  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
from  a  further  eoosideratian  of  the  several  peti- 
tions, and  other  matters  referred  to  them  at  the 
present  aession,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
reported. 

Mr.  Ingbam,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofi&ee  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads }  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  PicKBRiNO,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
African  slave  trade,  to  which  was  committed  the 
hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Aii  act  respecting 
the  transportation  or  persons  of  color,  for  sale,  or 
to  be  held  to  labor,"  reported  the  same  withoat 


amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FoasTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  "which  was  committed  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  their  agreement  thereto.  The 
amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rrtnoldb,  the  House  took 
op  the  bill  for  opening  and  ootiing  out  a  road 
from  the  Tennessee  line  through  tfa^  Chickasaw 
country,  dbc,  and  (after  an  unsuccessful  motion 
by  Mr.  CAor  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely, 
and  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by  Mr.  Kino  to  re- 
commit it)  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROooB,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pnointed  on  the  25th  instant,  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
questing him  to  report  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress  the  best  practicable  mode  of  defending 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  doty,  and  that  the 
President  answered  it  would  not  be  in  Air  power 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  resolution,  but 
that  he  had  no  doubt  his  successor  would  pay  all 
due  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  be  postponed  to  Monday,  and  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  bv  him  some  weeks  ago  to  reduce  the 
Army;  which  motion  was  negatived— ayes  39, 
noes  69. 

The  folio wiii^  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  wit: 
.    The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners : 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  making  further  pro^ 
Vision  for  military  services  during  the  late  war ; 
and 

The  bill  concerhing  tbe  pay  and  emoluments 
of  brevet  officers. 

The  last  named  bill  was  very  earnestly  opposed 
by  Mr.  Harrison,  who  contended  for  a  compen- 
sation corresponding  to  their  brevet  rank,  to  those 
officers,  who.  b^  th^ir  eminent  services,  had  re- 
ceived the  distinction  of  brevet  promotion,  and 
cited  cas^s  in  which  services  had  been  so  essen- 
tial and  80  brilliant,  as  to  have  been  rewarded 
with  two  brevets,  and  some  instances  in  which  a 
captain  in  the  line  was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  by 
brevet,  which  rank  ought  to^  be  supported  by  suit- 
able emoluments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Richard  Taylor,  was  read  tbe  third  time^ 
as  amended  by  the  Committee,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  concerning 
invalids  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  nailitia,  and  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Army  during  the  late  war,  as  re- 
ported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole-*the  mo* 
tion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  being  un- 
der consideiation.  ' 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable 
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of  New  York,  Clarke  of  North  CaroUna,  Cleiideiinm« 
Comstbck,  Condict,  Cook,  Creighton,  Calpeper,  Deaha, 
Edwards,  Fletcher,  Fonyth,  Gold,  Goodwrn,  Hardin, 
HarriaoD,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Huger,  Hul- 
bert,  Hungerford,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentacky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King,  Little,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lrle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Middle- 
ton,  Miller,  Moore,.  Hngh  Nelson,  Newton,  Parris, 
Peter,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Root,  Ross,  fiayage,  Schenck,  Bhefisy,  Smith  of  Vir* 
ginia,  Taol,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Wallace,  Waid  of  New 
York,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wade,  Wilkin,  Williams, 
WiUoog^by,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Tates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
New  York,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  inserting  in 
the  fourth  section  thereof,  after  the  words  *^  Uni- 
ted States/'  in  the  ninth  line  of  that  section,  these 
words : 

'<  And  that  in  case  the  said  convention  shall  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  for  the  people  of 
the  said  Territory  of  Mississippi ;  the  said  convention, 
as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  is  hcoreby  required  to  cause 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  a  true  and  attested  copy 
of  such  constitution  or  frame  of  State  gOTemment, 
as  shall  be  formed  and  provided  by  the  said  conven* 
tion ;  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disappoved  by  Con- 
gress at  its  next  session  after  the  receipt  thereof,  the 
said  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  union  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  oiiginal  States." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resoiired  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Laodon 
Carter,"  and  on  several  other  bills  of  a  private 
nature,  but  did  not  finally  act  on  them  before  an 
adjournment  took  place. 


TuiaoAT,  February  25. 

Mr.  Lowif  DB8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  fur* 
nishing  the  house  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the. redemption  of  the  public  debt. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  HuoB  Nelson  : 

Buohedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency  of  lessen- 
ing the  duties  upon  wines,  imported  from  France,  and 
other  foreign  countries,  and  report  to  this  House 
thereupon. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion,  "Will  the  House  now  coosider  the  same  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  Darien. 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  port  of  entry  ana 
delivery. 

The  bill  reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was 
read  ihe  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


The  Honse  spent  some  time  in  ComoaitiBe  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  oa 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Ckima  on  the  ped- 
tion  of  Ann  Welch :  end  having  reported  pro- 
gress,  the  House  refused  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lairreiice.  and 
others,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  ihe  whbk 
House,  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thiri 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  fnn 
this  House,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  act 
authorizioff  the  payment  for  property  lost^  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  by  the  enenof ,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Statea^  and  for 
other  purposes,^'  passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816^ 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  eoacar- 
rence  of  this  House. 

LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  TOULMOT. 

The  Speakbr  presented  a  letter  addreoed  to 
him  by  Harry  Toulmin,  Judae  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  United  States  Tor  the  Hisnssip^ 
Territorv,  enclosing  certain  depositions  in  rua- 
tion  to  tne  charges  made  against  him  by  Edwin 
Lewis,  of  that  Territory ;  which  letter  and  depo* 
sitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.    The  letter  is  as  follows: 

WAsazvexoa  Crrv,  Feftrasrf,  1817. 

Sim :  X  was  truly  siuprised,  on  mj  anivsl  at  Wadt- 
ington  City,  which  I  visitod  at  the  request  of  the  lep* 
resentatives  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  the 
Minissippi  Territory,  to  find  that  somoTory  extraordi- 
nary charges  had  been  transmitted  against  me  by  Mi. 
Edwin  Lewis.  As  I  had  no  conception  that  any  sndi 
attack  was  in  agitation,  I  am  nnprorided  with  testi- 
mony to  refute  Uie  spedfic  charges,  and  as  mj  pUot 
of  residence  is  more  thsn  one  thousand  mifes  £t>m 
this  city,  it  was  impossibls  thst  I  oooJd  pracnre  it  mif- 
fidently  soon  to  be  exhibited  to  the  present  Congress. 
Letters,  which  I  have  reesited  from  theace^have  been 
more  than  ^utj  days  on  then  pasaage,  and  none  of 
them  have  intimated  that  say  sach  attack  aa  that  made 
by  Mr.  Lewis  was  known  in  this  Terxitoiy. 

My  object,sir,  in  troubling  yon  with  this  addrsss,  is 
not  so  much  to  eater  into  an  examinataoa  of  Che  alio* 
gallons  made  by  my  accuser,  as  to  expiess  my  hoipe 
that  if  the  communication  of  Mr.  Lewis  haa  not,  oa 
the  very  face  of  it,  such  marks  of  pasnon  as  to  readsr 
it  unworthy  of  any  farther  notice  from  Co&gieas»  he 
may,  at  least,  be  confined  to  those  diarges  of  ^  ireasoa, 
bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  miademeaaon^" 
which,  agreeably  to  the  Constitation»  are  the  only 
grounds  of  impeachment ;  and  that,  if  he  ahonld  Ten- 
tare  to  renew  hii  attack,  he  be  directed  to  famish  me 
with  a  copy  of  his  charges,  before  he  tranamits  thsm 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes. 

My  accuser  brings  forward  nine  i^ectfic  chsigei 
against  me.  Fits  of  these  are  for  deciding  erroneoodyf 
as  he  says,  in  which  he  wss  a  party,  and  in  two  aa 
attorney. 

The  Coagrass,  I  am  satisfied,  will  not  piesasMtkst 
a  party  is  more  impartial  than  the  judge ;  nor  viD  it 
convert  itself  into  a  court  of  errors  and  sppssls,  by 
entering  sate  an  examination  of  the  conaLiassi  oC  a 
jadgmeati  but  will  confine  the  accuser  to 
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f  corruption  or  Ticions  biM«  of  which  the  Congrea 
ftn  properly  Uke  notice.  Not  that  I  feel  any  lort  of 
pprehenmon  from  any  scratin^r  which  might  be  made 
f  the  correctnoM  of  my  deciaions ;  bat  I  know  that  I 
\xt  Congreaa  would  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  enter 
ito  the  investigation ;  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
iconvenience  and  difficnhy  which  would  attend  the 
roduction  of  the  records  of  eight  difierent  oourti» 
rhieh  I  attend  twice  a  year,  and  the  average  distanee 
f  which,  bom  my  place  of  reaideaee,  is  nearly  aisty 
illes. 

Of  the  three  oiminal  caaee,  which  he  has  brought 
ito  view ;  the  neglect  which  he  complains  of  in  two 
f  them,  if  there  baebeen  any  neglect  at  all,  moat  bate 
eeo»  not  in  the  oouit^  hot  in  the  jnoeeentiiig  attorney. 
Q  one  of  them,  Mr.  Lewis  was  lumaelf  the  real  plainp 
iff  against  an  oflker  of  the  United  dtates,  who  cat 
ome  timber  Crom  a  piece  of  land»  to  which  Ifr.  Lewis 
btained  a  pre-emptioa  title.  This  ease  most  have 
ccurred  at  least  ten  yeais  ago.  I  never  heard  of  any 
omplaint  before  of  the  conduct  of  the  court,  and, 
herefore,  may  not  have  an  accurate  recollection  of  the 
ircumstances ;  but  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  the 
Utomey  General  might  have  deemed  it  improper  to 
•ash  a  prosecution  against  a  military  officer  for  cutting 
imber  ibr  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fort  on  the  lands 
f  the  United  States;  although  Mr.  Lewis  obtained, 
.bout  the  same  time,  the  priinilege  of  purchasing  them. 
That  Attorney  Oenml  now  resides  in  Tennessee,  and 

am  sure  is  aMe  to  defend  himselll  Another  case  is 
»f  more  recent  date ;  but  I  never  heard  of  the  eireum* 
tances  before.  Mr.  Lewis  says,  that  the  court  did 
lot  recognise  witnesses  to  appear,  when  it  ought  to 
lave  done  so.  Heie»  I  snppeee  it  war  the  duty  of  the 
»abUo  proeeontor  toapply  to  the  oMrt  Ibi  thai  purpose ; 
ut  it  is  not  alleged  that  he  did  so  applyt  or  thai  the 
ourt  rejected  the  appUcatien* 

The  other  case  is  one  in  which  a  Ihtber  and  his  two 
onng  sons  wen  convicted  ef  laroany.  Hie  eooft 
uniehed  the  father  more  than  ths  eonsi  Mr.  Lewis 
sys»  they  all  ought  to  have  been  pwushed  alike. 
Lad  he  is  right ;  if  the  court  were  compelled  to  pass 
adgment  agreeably  to  the  clause  of  the  statute  to  which 
f  I.  Lewis  alludes— but  the  court  was  of  opinion  that 
tie  indictment  was  founded  on  another  clause  of  the 
tifflinal  law  of  the  Territory,  which  left  a  discretion 
rith  the  court ;  and  judgment  was  given  accordingly, 
od  the  father  received  only  five  laJ&ea  less  than  the 
iw  permitted  to  be  given,  whilst  the  boys  received 
prenty  or  twenty-five  less. 

The  remaining  specific    charge  exhibited  by  Mr. 

•ewis  (&ongh  placed  first  in  the  catalogue)  is  that 

le  accused  held  ooort  in  Mobfle,  and  heard  and  de- 

ided  divers  causae  on  the  holy  Sabbath. 

The  truth  is,  that  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  circuit 

len  dravring  to  a  close,  being  in  a  town  where  all 

lie  public  worriup  consisted  in  some  ceremonies  per- 

irmed  by  a  Spanish  priest,  and  without  one  word  to 

Kplain  them,  and  where  it  is  believed  the  billiard 

ible  is  frequented  more  even  on  the  Sunday  than  any 

burch  vrhataoever,  I  did  even  on  that  day  aflbrd  to 

lie  gentlemen  of  the  bar  the  opportunity  of  innocent 

nd  useftil  employment  in  making  some  motions  and 

fguing  some  minciples.    But  no  court  in  any  other 

anse  was  held ;  no  jurors  nor  witnesses  were  sum- 

Boned,  and  no  sheriff  required  to  attend.    Business 

tas  pat  in  a  train  for  being  done  on  the  next  day.    I 

uiow  of  no  law  which  forbad  this  harmless  occupation ; 

By  own  pxindplea  did  not  forbid  it  under  the 


circumstances  of  the  casO)  and  the  Congress  of  the 
present  dav  cannot  class  it  among  the  number  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  without  passing  judgment 
by  implication  at  least  on  the  Congreas  of  1799,  itha 
psrformed  a  great  deal  of  legislative  business  on  a 
Sunday,  jand  on  the  Congress  of  1805,  who  followed 
their  example.  And  vet,  sir,  I  must  pray  you  to  par- 
don me  for  saying  that  I  do  not  profess  to  make  the 
conduct  of  even  the  auguit  body  over  which  you  pre- 
side the  standard  of  my  foith  and  practice.  But  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  purity  of  their  principles,  or  the 
correctness  of  their  conduct;  and  I  hope  that  they 
will  exercise  some  degree  of  liberality  in  judfl^  of 
mine.  I  have  made  these  observations,  sir»  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  reasonableness  of  the  first  ob-  ' 
ject  of  this  appIic$tion»  viz.,  that  my  accuser  m«r»  in 
exhibiting  charges,  be  confined  within  the  pale  of  the 
Cpnstitution. 

My  second  olgect  is>  that  he  be  required  to  furnish 
me  with  a  copy  of  audi  charges  as  he  may  hereafter 
make.  I  live,  air^  at  least  1,000  jnilee  from  the  Seat 
of  Government.  If  auch  chjiii|es  bo  sent  againat  as 
to  ivbch  a  distance,  it  will  be  difficult  lo  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  them  after  they  reach  this  place  and  send  an 
anewer  to  themi  duiing  the  same  cession.  The  House 
of  Bepreeentativea^  I  presume,  would  always  wish  to 
have  as  strong  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  case  wall 
admit  oi^  bcfove  they  even  prefor  an  aecusatkm.  They 
will  not  act  upon  a  partial  and  poasibly  a  distorted 
representation  of  circumstances  when  it  can  conve- 
niendybe  avoided.  The  situation  of  public  ofllcera  eo 
remote  from  the  Seat  of  Oovemment  is  peeultar*  If 
they  are  not  appnied  uf  chargea  befivehaiid,  thejf  canp 
not  for  a  long  time  unravel  the  wch  of  the  friie  ae» 
cuser,  and  it  is  a  veiy  serious  thing  to  a  judicial  officer 
to  be  held  up  for  twelve  months  aa  an  o^ect  of  sui^i* 
don  by  the  legislative  body.  It-is  not  only  seiioue  to 
the  individual,  but  it  is  serious  to  the  cause  of  public 
justice ;  for  vou  will  not  eveiywhere  find  men,  sir, 
who  are  vrillmg  to  brave  the  tempest  to  be  raised  |yy 
all  the  bad  passions  of  the  selfish  and  perverse,  when 
the  very  first  blast  of  it  is  attended  vritfa  eflbcts  eo 
appalling. 

As  to  the  general  charges  of  partiality,  oppression, 
A^c,  scattered  through  Mr.  Lewlr s  letter,  I  am  able  to 
meet  them  at  once ;  and  as  they  have  been  read  to  / 
the  House,  I  trust  that  the  refiitation  of  them  vriU 
also  be  read.  Major  Haigrave,  a  truly  woitiiy  man, 
and  an  old  soldier  and  officer  of  the  Revolution  from 
1775  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  another  dtizen  of  re- 
spectable standing,  and  hdtfing  ajudidal  office  in  our 
Territory,  are  now  in  tiM  dty.  They  have  testffied  as 
to  my  conduct  for  eleven  yean  past,  and  you  yourseUl 
dr,  and  otltfra  from  Kentucky,  know  what  it  vraa  for  ' 
ten  preceding  years.  I  believe,  air,  that  I  posaeas  a 
full  BOare  of  the  confidence  ef  my  follow-dtlxena ;  but 
popularity  will  alwaya  ^ve  its  di>bings,  and,  perhapa, 
its  flowinga  with  every  independeotmiigiatrate.  And,  . 
conddering  that  the  eastern  part  of  the  Misdsdppi 
Territory  waa  a  frontier  coun^,  and  under  "Wtj  pe- 
culiar dreumstancea  of  embarrassment,  and  that  I  waa 
the  onlv  Federal  officer  there  in  the  dvil  department 
chargea  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws,  I  diould 
have  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  could  boast 
that  I  have  always  been  popular, 

No,  sir;  under  all  dreumstancea  I  folt  it  to  be  my 
dufy  to  — f"*«i"  the  laws ;  and  at  ft  moment  when  aa 
impulse  ve^  natural  to  men  oppreaaed  by  the  Spaa- 
iaidf,  ae  my  foUow-dtixens  had  been,  rendered  the 
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iUegal  project  of  Invading  Florida  extiemelj  popular, 
and  t^hen  troopi  were  acttiaDy  levied  and  marcbed  for 
Hie  poipose,  i  did  not  heaitate  to  resiat  the  torrent, 
UkU  Bnecesifallr  exerted  myaelf  in  maintaining  tibe 
natitmal  neutruity. 

CM  bfficeniy  air,  are  leai  fortnnate  in  tome  respects 
than  militaiy  officers.  Military  offieaiv,  if  they  tri- 
ninpb  at  aU,  tHnmph  over  the  common  enemy.  They 
are  haSled.  therefore,  with  nitoingled  applause.  Bot . 
tiie  hivnUe  triomphs  of  the  civS  officer  are  over  ene- 
miea  in  iht  bosom  of  the  Republic ;  and  the  Applause 
wMdi  fleets  him,  is,  for  a  time  at  least,  exactly,  if  yon 
will  pardon  me  fat  xudag  a  phrase  of  the  schools — ^his 
am^lanse  it  exactly  in  the  inverse  raiio  of  his  dangers, 
his  difficulties,  and  his  successes.  The  iamett  eham* 
pidh  dT  the  laws  is  the  champion  most  exalted. 

fJnder  all  eircumstanoes,  however,  I  have  felt  a  sup- 
port in  the  ^nsdousness  of  having  discharged  my 
duty ;  and  it  has  afforded  some  litSa  consolation  to' 
ma  to  know  thai  my  lai  was  common  to  men  in  simi- 
ht  dteomataiiees;  and  that  if,  when  prertdiBg  as  a 
judfeial  offleor '  cmt  a  diatrictno^  larger  perhaps  tiian 
GMat  Britam,  I  have  beeii  attacked  by  the  tongne  of 
slaador,  asd  aoctMed  of  high  offenees;  attacks  and 
•cevsationa  equally  aeiious  and  easily  groundless 
ha^beeii  made  by  men'  much  more  respectable  than 
my'adveisaries  against  every  Pk^ident  of  the  United 
8taies  safe  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v«ry  reapectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant  HARRY  TOULMIN. 

SIKKING  FUND,  Ac 

The  HoQse  tken  reaol? ed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbdle  on  the  bill  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the'poblie  debt.  [Proridibg,  aubstanti- 
ally,  to  make  the  Sinking  Fund  teu  mfltiooa 
annoftlly ;  and  to  add  to  the  fond  of  ten  fnillions, 
the  further  sunt  of  nine  millions,  (the  existing 
surplus  in  the  Treasury;)  thus,  malcinjr  the  whole 
sum  applied  this  year  to  the  reduction  of  the 
debt/  amount  to  nineteen  millions  of  dollars. 
Also,  authorising  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
at  any  time  during  the  present  year,  to  pay  to 
the  Uommissioners  of  the  Sinjcing  Fond  the 
further  sum  of  four  millions,  to  be  considered  as 
^n  advance  (o  that  amount  on  the  appropriation 
of  ten  millions,  payable  in  the  next  year.  Also, 
yetting  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinlung 
FoQ^,  io  be  applied  to  the  redemption .  of  (he 
debt,  any  surplus  whiph  jnay  he/ceafter' accrue 
over  and  above  the  sum  of  two  millions,  to  be 
alwaya  retained  in  the  Treasury  .J  The  bill  liav- 
inr  beeo  read-^ 

'  Mf^.LoWRiMM  lose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable lewtlLaubmitted  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee of^Ways  and  Means  in  recommending 
tbepreaent  bill, and  atlvoeaied  the  policy  bf  ap- 
plying the  proposed  sum^  to  the  redemption  of 
the  nublic  debt. 

Mr.  Gaston  moved  the  addition  of  a  clause, 
directing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fniid  to  apply  the  Surplus  which  may  accrne,  to 
the  purchase  of.  the  Government  stock,  held  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  If  not  elsewheire 
to  be  obtained,  on  the  terms  allowed  by  this  bill^ 

This  motion  produced  a  good  deal  of  debate, 
ana.was  finally  agree,*  tb  'wii1|ooi  a  division.'      ' 


The  bill  having  been  gone  throa^b,  and  ibe 
blanks  thereip  filled — 

The  Committee  took  up^  successirely : 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  mach  of  any  acts  now  ia 
force  as  authorizes  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  to  the  State 
of  Georgia  of  the  dLsconat  on .  her  quota  of  the 
direct  tax ; 

Tlie  biU  respecting  appeaU  fioia  ibm  aasea- 
■  meat  of  the  direct  tax ; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  captains  of  Tessels  to 
dq|K»ite  papers  with  otir  Gonsals  in  fo«ga 
ports;  and 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  pnmdhng  for 
the  more  prompt  settiemeet  of  paUie  cdBoaata. 

These  bills  were  severaHy  considered  mmd  run" 
ooaly  amended. 

The  last  aamed   bill,  and  the  amendments 
thereto  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meai)s,  produced  a  good  deal  of  debate.    One 
feature  particularly  (the  powe^  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  decide 
who  are  delinquents,  and  recover,  bv  summary 
process,  debts  due  to  the  Government  0|  indivia- 
uals)  was  earnestly  opposed,  by  Mr.  WfiBaraa, 
Mr.  RoBGRTsoK,  and  Mr^  RopKiaaos,  and  sup* 
ported  by  Mr.  LownoES,  Mr.  CjLLBonay  and  Mx. 
Cadt.    All  the  amendmeats  of  impoitance  were 
acreed  to,  however,  by  the  Cornqptittee  oC  the 
Whole  i  and  then*— 

The  Committee  roae  and  repofied  the  biUa 
aad  their  ameDdaoeals  to  the  House. 

The  report  firtt  taicen  up^  was  oa  the  btU  pro- 
viding for  the.redemption  of  the  paldie  debt,  and 
the  House  agreed  to  the  ainendmenis  reported. 

Mr.  JoanaoN,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  much  zeal;  not 
that  he  was  averse  to  paying  off  the  debt  of  the 
nation  as  vapidly  as  the  interest  of  the  coaatry 
would  permit,  but  because  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  added  and  pledged  to  the  Siakiag  Faad, 
would  form  hereafter  an  argumeat  agam^l  a\K>l- 
ishing  the  system  of  Internal  laxei^^  which  he 
Gondemtied  in  time  of  peaces  and  Wished  to  see 
put  down  as  quickly  as  possible.  Mr.  J.  coneia- 
ded  by  n6oving  that  the  two  appropriations  of 
nine  millions  and  four  millions,  (in  additioa  lo 
the  regular  sum  of  tea  miliidns,)  proposed  by  the 
bill,  aht)u(d  be  deemed  and  considered  as  an  ad- 
vance and  part  of  the  fund  of  tea  miliibas  for 
the  three  succeeding  years. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Lowndbs,  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  and  replj  by  Mr.  Joan* 
SON.  the  motion  V<^s  lost— ayes  4o,  noes  70. 

The  bill  was.  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third,  readings  and  the  amendments  of  the 
CommUcee  of  the  Whole  to  the  remaiatDg  biUs 
reported  by  the  Committee,  with  the  ezeeptiaa 
of  ihe.one  last  named  above,  were  soeccssifdy 
agreed  to,  and  tlw  bills  ordered  to  tie  engrossed. 

The  Hoase  thea  took  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  neit  in 
order,  referred  to  above,  (to  provide  for  the  more 
prompt  settlement  of  publie  accounts.) 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  powosprt>- 
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posed  to  be  vested  in  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas« 
ury,  (one  of  the  new  officers  to  be  created,)  and 
coDtioaed  until  ^t  4  o'clock;  when,  after  re- 
sialiog  two  previoot  motiona  to  adjooro,  the 
Houae  ac^onniedi 


Weonesdat,  February  26. 

Mr.  CoiiDioT  presented  a  peiition  of  Beojamin 
Henry  Latrobe,  SurTeyor  of  the  Capitol  of.  the 
United  States,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  stat* 
ing  the  reaaona  of  his  nat  being  able  to  furnish 
ia  time  to  the  Committee  on  Bzpeaditures  on 
the  Public  BuiMiDjrg^  a  detailed  estimate  of  the 
moneys  necessary  to  complete  the  Capitol,  and 
praving  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  may 
enaUe  him  to  pliuse  his  conduct,  respaeting  the 
estimate  submitted  and  the  pUn  of  the  Capitol, 
incite  tm^  light ;  which  petition  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoPKiNBON  presented  a  petitionof  the  Phil- 
adelpbia  Societj  for  promoting  American  Man- 
ufaeturea,  pruYiog  that  such  oieasures  qiajr  be 
adopted  as  will  enable  the  manufacturers  within 
the  United  States  to  continue  their  operations.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBiBT8oir,.,froai  the  Committee  on  the 
Pohlic  Lands,  to  whldi  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Seiiate,  ejititled  ^Oln  act  making  reservation 
of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  n^* 
Tal  parp^aea^"  reported  .the  same  with  amend- 
menla )  which  wete  t ead,  aad  eoaeuired  ia  by  the 
HQttse,-aad  die  adteadmeBla  ordered  (o  be.en- 
grosaMj  and.  together'  with:  the  bill,  read  a  third 
tiitieWday. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  aame  cbmmittee,  to 
wttl^b  wtiratM  Inferred  the  Mil  frbm  the?  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authbiite  the  appdintmeiftt 
of  a  stxrreyor  for  die  lands  in  the  northern  )part 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain tabids  therein  described,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  Were  read,  and  cone ar- 
ted  In  by  the  House,  and  the  amendm^tits  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the  blti,  read 
a  third  time  to-inorrow. 

Mr.  H.  Nbl0oi«,  ft-om  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Satiate,  entitled  <*  An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  for  the  more  convenient  taking  affidavits  and 
bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of 
the  tFnited  States,'^  reported  the  ^i&me  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  ConnicT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
penditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  and  estiriiate  of'  the  Commis- 
sioner ia  relation  the  public  square,  made  a  report, 
as  follows: 

"The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, to  whom 
was  refened  the  letter  and  estimate  of  the  Commis- 
sioner in  relation  to  the  public  square,  report— thst 
at  the  Isst  session  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  $90,000 
wss  sppropriaied  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
public  squsre  east  of  the  Capitol,  which  sum  has  been 
expended,  and  is  found  to  be  insuffident  lor  its  com- 


pletion, from  causes  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner. The  Committee  are  of  ophiion  that  it  will 
better  comport  wiA  the  original  design  of  the  City, 
and  be  more  satisfactoir  to  the  public,  to  omit  the  in- 
terior wall,  in  front  of  nie  Capitol,  and  extend  Ae  ea- 
dosure  around  the  semi-dreular  arat,  west  of  the 
buildfaig.  They  lespectfUly  submit  the  loUowing 
resolution: 

Sttohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  approptiate  the 
sum  of  ■  doUaBit  to  complete  the  improvement  df 
.the  public  square,  and  that  the  Commisrioner  be  in- 
structed, with  the  approbation,  and  und«r  the  dime- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  enclose 
the  semi'drcular  area  west  of  the  CapitoL" 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  instructing 
them  to  inquire  what  further  provision  by  law  la 
requisite  to  enable  riding-masters  of  the  Revoln- 
tionarv  war  to  receive  a  bountv  in  land,  equal  to 
that  allowed  to  other  officers  of  the*  same  rank. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  uhfim*shed  busi- 
ness, on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  secure  ac- 
countability of  public  moneys,  &c. ;  and  much 
debate  took  place  on  amendments  proposed  to  it, 
in  which  Messrs.  Jacksoii,  Fobsttb,  Lowndes, 
HABDiit,  HoPKiNsoif,  Root,  CALHonii,  and 
others,  engaged.  The  principal  question  was  oa 
a  coercive  power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
cbmptrolling  officers  of  the  Treasury  against 
public  defaulters,  which,  on  t^e  one  hand,  it 
was  contended  was  made  necessary  by  the  evils 
experienced  from  the  laxity  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  accountability ;  and.  on  the  other  hand, 
was  opposed  as  being  a  violation  of  the  spirit  if 
not  the  letter  of  those  parts  of  the  Constitution 
which  guard  the  trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty  and 
property  of  the  citizen. 

The  oil!  was  finally  recommitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revising  its  details. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territorv  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
governments  and  for  the  admission,  of  such  State 
into  tl^e  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal Sutes,"  was  read  tne  third  time, amendedby 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence  ahd  others^  merchants, 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt  3  an 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  acts  now  in  force 
as  authoriaes  a  loan  of  money  or  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes ;  an  act  respecting  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  direct  tax ;  an  act  author- 
izing the  deposite  of  the  papers  of  foreign  ves- 
sels with  the  Consuls  of  their  respective  nations ; 
an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  State  of  Qeorgia  fflfteen  per  centum 
upon  the  quota  of  the  direct  tax  for  the  year 
1816,  assumed  and  paid  by  that  State ;  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate, entitled  ''An  act 
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making  teservaUoa  of  certain  public  lands  Co  bud- 
ply  timber  for  naval  purposes,"  was  read  tne 
third  time  as  amended,  ana  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  fpr  the  more 
eoDvenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil 
causea,  dependlnff  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **Ad  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  authorizing  the  payment  ibr  pro- 
pertv  lost  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
white  in  tne  military  service  oi  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  of  April, 
1816."  were  read ;  and  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Yancet  to  refer  the  said  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  Committee  of  Claims:  When  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Culbk,  of  New  York, 
Uiat  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the 
question  being  taaen  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caze 
and  Richaud,  and  on  the  several  other  bills  com- 
mitted to  the  said  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
And  after  some  time  ipent  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Caze  and  Richaud ;  as  also  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Chlsra  |  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo« 
seph  I.  Green ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caleb 
Nichols;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough  i  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Madame  Montreuil;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  H.  Boisgervais:  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Antoine  Bienvenu ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Cazlard:  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  John  de 
Castanado ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonmonvilie 
de  Villiers ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Buck- 
master;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Berthelemy 
Duverffes ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Oli- 
ver ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jam^s  Orr ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Kindall ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  Williams ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Asa  Wells;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peyton 
Short;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Villere ; 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,  deceased ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  th^  legal  representatives  of 
Ignace  Chalmet  Delino,  deceased,  and  of  Antho- 
ny Cruzat  and  L.  P.  Duverges ;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Maty  Wells,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  latter,  which  was  read  and  concnrrred  in  by 
the  House;  and  the  several  bills  above  men- 
tioned were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1814,  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to  cer- 
tain chiefs  and  warriors  of  that  natiuU}  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  on  the  several  other  bills 
commuted  to  the  said  Committee  of  the  Whole: 


mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  bad  ieau  to 
sit  again.  ^ 


f'  Thijr8DAT»  February  27. 

Mr.  Clabk,  of  New  York,  presented  a  peticioa 
from  sundrv  inhabitaals  of  the  western  part  of 
the  State  of^New  York,  praying  that  Portlaid,on 
Lake  Brie,  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery :  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Che  table. 

Mr.  HuoH  Nblson,  from  the  Committee  oo  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  snppiemetttajy  to  the 
act,  entitled,  "An  act  directing  the  dispositioa  «f 
money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States," 
approved  the  18th  of  April,  1814;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  eagro«ied  and  read 
a  third  time  to-daj; 

Mr.  Nblsou,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  en- 
titled, **An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia into  two  judicial  districts,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PLBA8ANTs,from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afllairs,  made  a  repwt  on  t-he  petition  of  Stephen 
Champlin;  which  was  read,  and  the  resoiution 
therein  contained  wat  concurred  in  by  the  Hoate. 

The  report  is  "as  follows  :  ^ 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  lieQteaajit  in  Che 
Navy  of  &e  United  States ;  Oiat,  during  the  yesr  1 614, 
he  eommanded  the  schooner  Tigren,  thca  cnnsing  oil 
Lake  Huron ;  ttiaC  on  the  night  of  tfie  Sd  of  Sefftem- 
ber,  he  was  oveiyowered  ty  a  aopenor  Biitidh  faree. 


himself  badly  wonnded*  and,  with 
eaptnted  by  tiie  eneny ;  that  the  petitieBsr  was  plaa- 
daied  after  the  eaplnre  of  piivata  prapettyof  tbe  vatoc 
of  five  hundred  doUaxs,  lor  whidi  loas  he  praya  to  be 
cempanMted  fay  the  Ooviwnienfc 

The  comnuttee»  on  eva  mining  thie^neetian,  £nd  no 
preeedents  to  joetify  theia  in  reoeauDending  it  to  the 
House  to  grant  the  prefer  of  the  petition*  hot  belieTe 
that  a  nnmber  of  aRifcstione  on  similar  ptiaciplea 
have  been  njected ;  they  therefore  recommend  to  ihe 
House  the  following  renluUon : 

JReiolved,  That  £e  prayer  of  the  petttion  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joiot  com- 
mittee, aj[>pointed  to  examine  and  report  what 
buainess  is  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CaAPPfiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claimsi  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^'Aq  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  lesal  representatives  uf  Fran- 
cis Cazean,  late  merchant  at  Montreal,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  wai 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  miaor 
children  of  Abraham  Owen,  deceased. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  De  Castanado,''  was  read  tbe  {<iird 
time,  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  confirming  the  title 
of  Miller  and  Futton,  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the 


. — —...•.^  w.  — w  ,,..^««,  .Bayou  Bcauf,  in  the  Slate  of  Loui&ia&a,  was 

ana  after  some  time  spent  thereio,  the  Com-  I  read,  which  said  amendment  proposes  to  strike 
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at  Ihe  fine  aection.  Aad  oo  lli«  qMtion  to  eoB- 
QT  with  the  Cooimittea  of  the  whole  Hoqm  in 
triking  out  the  said  seetioo.  it  pasted  in  the  affir- 
aati?e«    And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Engross^  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
Ln  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Caae  and  John 
lichaad ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Chiem ; 
n  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  J.  Gkeen ;  an  act 
or  the  relief  of  Caleb  Nichols;  an  act  for  the 
eli€f  of  Alexander  Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough ; 
n  act  for  the  relief  of  Madame  Montreuil ;  an 
ct  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Boisger? ais ;  an 
ct  for  the  relief  of  Antoine  Bienvenu ;  an  act 
or  the  relief  of  Peter  Cazlard ;  an  act  for  the 
elief  of  Joomonvilie  de  Villers ;  an  act  for  the 
elief  of  Qeorge  Bockmastar;  an  act  for  the  re* 
ief  of  BerthelemT  Duferges;  an  act  for  the  re* 
ief  of  William  Oliver;  an  act  for  the  relief  uf 
fames  Orr;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Kin- 
iall;  an  aci  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Williams; 
in  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Wells ;  an  act  for 
be  relief  of  Pejton  Short :  an  act  for  the  relief 
»f  James  Vilierei;  an  act  m  the  relief  of  Mar^r 
iVells;  and  an  act  supplemenurf  to  the  act,  en« 
itled^  ''An  act  directing  the  disposition  of  money 
mid  in  the  eooru  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
ihe  18th  of  April,  1814;  were  severallf  read  the 
;hird  time  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
Hrit :  an  act  aathoriving  vessels  departing  from  the 
own  of  the  Bayon  St.  John,  and  Basin  of  the 
Z^anal  de  Carondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear 
rat  at  the  eostom-hoBse  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
eans;  an  act  aothorizlog  the  settkment  of  the 
iccounts  of  Flavil  Sabin,  deceased ;  an  act  for  the 
elief  of  Um  legal  tepreeeniativesof  Ignace  Chal- 
net  Deliao,  deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Crozat 
ind  L.  P.  Dnverges ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
ime  and  passed. 

The  bUl  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  ''An  act  to 
lathorize  the  appointment  of  a  sorveyor  for  the 
ands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Tet- 
itory,  and  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  de- 
(criwd,"  was  also  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
IS  amended. 

The  title  of  tlie  latter  bill  was  amended  so  as 
.0  read,  ''An  act  concerning  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  therein  described." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
ind  minor  children  of  Abrabam  Owed,  deceased, 
ind  on  the  several  other  bills  committed  to  the 
mid  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  children 
of  Abraham  Owen,  deceased ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisha  Fisber 
dt  Co.,  and  Thomas  Clifford  dc.  Son;  and  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Francis  Cazeao,  late  merchant 
at  Montreal,  without  amendment. 

The  two  first  mentioned  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  respectively  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Fn gbam,  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 


of  Francis  Cazeao,  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
vras  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled, "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson."  and 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  discharge 
of  William  Smith  from  Imprisonment.  The 
committee  reported  the  bills  without  amendment,, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
moRow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoaar 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bin  endtled,  "An 
act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printiog  of 
the  tenth  volume  of  public  documents,^  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  regulate  and  nz  the  compensation  of 
clerks. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com* 
mitted  the  bill  of  this  House,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Smith,  senior,  were  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  of  the  s^me,  and  it  was  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Aflbira  was,  by  order 
of  the  House,  discharged  from  the  coneideration 
of  the  petitions  of  Catherine  Young,  of  Charles 
Waggoner,  of  Thomas  Church, Jr.,  of  Thomas 
Bwefl,  of  John  C.  ShindJe,  of  Samuel  Cheney, 
of  the  Surgeons  in  the  Navy:  and  they  were 
ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
"  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  the 
public  accounts,"  reported  sundry  acDendmeota 
thereto ;  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  having  reported  with- 
out amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  author- 
izing vessels  departing  from  the  town  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John  and  fiasin  of  the  Canal  de  Ca- 
rondelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  the 
custom  house  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Bz- 
penditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  reported  a 
bill  making  further  provision  for  repairing  the 
public  buildings  and  improving  the  public  square; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Indians  and  otners,  were  discharged  there- 
from, and  the  petition  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CASE  OF  JUDGE  TOU];.MIN. 

Mr.  NeLSON.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  containing  charges  of  inomroper  and  eztra- 
judical  conduct  against  Harry  Toufmin,  a  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  made  the  following  report: 

''The  Committee  on  the  Jadidaiy,  to  whom  were 
referred  sundry  documents  fbmished  by  Edwin  Lewis 
to  this  House,  containing  charges  against  Judge  Tou^ 
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ninff  which  the  tud  Lewis  ftvemd  that  he  c<iald 
maintain  and  prove,  have  had  them  under  coneidera- 
tion,  and  report,  that  there  is  no  evidence  wliatever 
contained  in  those  documents  which  could  warrant 
any  proceeding  against  Judge  Toulmin :  that  the  Com- 
mittee, alUiough  the  charges  are  none  of  them  proved^ 
yet,  conceiving  themselves  bound  to  give  notice,  as 
lar  as  practicable,  to  the  citizen  from  whom  the  chaiges 
came,  that  they  are  prepared  to  receive  testimony  to 
enable  them  to  form  a  correct  judgment  upon  the  law, 
ttddiessed  a  letter  to  Edwin  Lewis,  statmg  that  this 
case  was  referred  by  the  House  of  Representativee  to 
tiMor  eonsid«ati0B,  and  gaTe  him  notice  that  be 
Aeuld  forthwith  addoee  aneh  testimony  as  he  had 
pUdged  himself  to  piodnee  in  veiifteation  oiluM  chargee^ 
The  Committee  nave  been  furnished  with  no  eSier 
testimony.  .  From  the  lemotepass  of  the  residenee  of 
Lewis,  time  sufficient  may.  nol  have  elapsed  ibr  the 
testimony,  if  any  could  be  predooed,  to  have  reached 
this  place.  The  Committee  consider  it  improper  that 
thb  case  should  be  longer  continued,  upon  the  slender 
ground  on  which  it  now  appears  to  be  fonoded,  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  Judge;  masmuch  as  Lewis  will  not 
be  precluded  from  again  submitting  this  subject  to 
Congress,  should  he  be  able  to  support,  by  proper  tes- 
timony, his  allegations.  Lewis,  Mmg  a  lawyer,  must 
have  known  that  he  ought  to  have  exhibited  testimony 
in  eurooit  of  his  diarges  at  the  time  of  producing 
them,  S  sneh  testimony  had  existence ;  and  particularly 
M  he  alleges  that  some  of  them  could  be  proved  by  the 
ifeoirds  of  courts  of  justice,  he  might  eanly  have  sup- 
plied  abstncts  from  the  records.  The  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  no  fiutber  proceedings  ooght  to  be  had 
in  this  case,  and,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discfaaiged  from 
frutber  consideiing  this  subject'' 

The  report  was  conearred  in,  and  the  Com- 
mittee discharged  from  the  aubjeet. 

CULTIVATION  OP  THE  VINE,  dec 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  sundry  bills  referred  to 
the  same  Committee;  among  wfaieh  was  the  bill 
'  from  the  Senate,  for  disposing  of  a  tract  of  land, 
10  embrace  four  townships,  on  favorable  terms  to 
the  emigrants,  to  enable  ihem  successfully  to 
iQtroduce  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  gnd  oLivei  dec. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  Qeorffia, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  This 
laplion  ffave  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Harrisoh, 
P^iTH,  of  Maryland,  Clay,  RoBBgTsoif,  Cal- 
BOUN,  F0B8YTH,  and  others,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Hall,  King,  and  others. 

The  arguments  against  the  bill  were  grounded 
on  the  idea  of  its  aaordiog  an  opening  lor  specu- 
lation on  the  public  lands,  and  01  its  injudiciously 
disposing  of  property  of  tne  United  States,  which 
might  be  otherwise  more  advantageously  dis- 
posed of.  In  ftFiOr  of  the  bill,  were  urged  the 
general  principles  of  hospitality,  the  advantages 
of  the  particular  culture  proposed  to  be  intfo- 
duced,  and.  .further,  the  advantages  which  would 
accrue  to  the  United  States  from  the  introduc- 
tion of  so  much  industry  and  such  improvement 
into  the  midst  of  its  public  lands,  by  which  the 
value  of  the  laud  would  be  greativ  enhanced,  dtc. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority.  | 


After  sofl^f  anendmoBU  to  the  bill,  on  whiek 
there  was  considemble  debate,  the  bill  was  r- 
pof-ted  to  the  Hoase,  and  ordered  to  be  leaii 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  locating  knds  to  Indian  Chiefs  and 
Indian  IVarriors ;  the  btU  aliowuig  Itether  time 
for  entering  doMttion  rights  to  land  ia  the  Dis- 
trict of  Detroit ;  a  bill  for  the  rdLief  of  Joseph 
Sammeri  and  John  Allen ;  a  bill  to  eoatiane  a 
force  an  act  **  relating  to  settlers  on  the  aeveni 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  were  aerenilly  ov^ch 
ed  to  be  engroasod  for  a  third  readio£. 


Friday,  Febraary  28. 

Mr.  Caby,  iMreaented  a  petition  of  tbe  Soeietf 
for  the  promotion  of  AmtrtcaD  MaanlaetDres  is 
the  ooantv  of  Oneida  and  Sute  of  New  Ted 

J  laying  tnat  farther  meaaoKa  may  be  adopMji 
or  the  eneooragcment  and  protection  of  AflMR- 
can  manufactures;  which  waa  ordered  10  iie  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  HuLBBET  preaented  a  petition  of  the  iahabi- 
tanu  of  Berkshire  connty ,  in  Maaaachnsetia,  peaj- 
ing  that  a  general  system  may  be  eatabbsbei  in 
the  encouragement  and  protection  of  tbe  agttod- 
turnl,  commercial,  and  manntaetaring  imeiescs 
of  the  country;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Cob- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU  toeaiablish  a  Na- 
tional Board  of  Agriculture. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  forUier  eoasaderatien  of  dte 
sereral  subjects  referred  to  them  at  the  present 
siQsston,  upon  which  they  have  not  teporfted. 

Mr.  Taojias,  from  the  Committee  on  Indiaa 
Affitirs,  reported  tl»ebill  from  the  Sonnte  entitled, 
*'An  act  to  provide  for  the  paniabmcat  of  crimes 
and  offeacta  commitled  within  the  iodico  boon- 
daries,"  without  amendment,  and  the  biJi  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tonlay. 

Mr*  YANoaT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claioia. 
to  ;which  waa  referred  the  amendmeata  piopoaea 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
amend  the  act  *  authorizing  the  paymeat  for  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  bv  the  enemy  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  9th  of  April  181^*^ 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  and  the  bill  and  aaieadmeikta  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpEAua  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  traaamittiiv 
two  statements  of  goods,  wares,  aad  meichandiae, 
imported  ia  American  and  foreign  Tesiels,  and 
an  aggregate  view  of  both  from  the  lu  October, 
18U,  to  the  30th  September,  1815 ;  which  were 
ordered  to- lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inqham,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  Co^gtett 
at  the  next  session,  such  meaaures  as  may  be  oe- 
cessanf  for  the  more  effectual  execation  of  the 
laws  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbaoburt,  the  Commitice 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instmcted  to  report  a 
bill  continuing  the  tonnage  duty  imposed  on  all 
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foveiffn  ships  or  ttaaels  wfaiofa  shall  be  eotertd  in 
the  United  States,  from  snj  foreign  port  or  i^aee 
to  and  with  which  vesselft  of  the  United  States 
are  not  ordinarily  perotitted  to  go  and  trade,  at 
the  same  rate,  t^er  the  20th  day  of  June,  as  is 
imposed  on  sneh  ships  or  vessels  entering  prior 
to  that  time,  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
passed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  snpplemeotary  to  an  act  to  regu* 
late  the  duties  on  imports  and  tiwnage." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nnwron, 

iUiohed,  That  the  Seeretarv  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  next  sesstpn  of 
Congress,  whether  any,  and,  if-,  any.  what  altem* 
lions  or  modifications  are  required  to  be  made  in 
the  seToraL  nets  fixing  the  emolnnMnts  of  collect* 
ors  of  customs,  narafofficeri,  and  sorreyors. 

Mr.  HAnsiaoiv  submitted  the  following  propo* 
si  (ion  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates: 

Raohed  hf  the  Senate  and  House  of  RqfreimtaHve$ 
of  the  VhUedJ^atea  of  America,  in  Congreae  anem* 
iledt  iwo-tkirds  of  ooih  Houses  eoneumnf  ihereinf 
Thst  the  following  smendment  to  the  Oonstitotion  of 
the  Unilsd  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legistatures  of 
the  seveal  States,  which,  when  imtifiad  by  the  Legis« 
latnres  of  three-fonrths  of  ssid  Ststas,  shall  be  valid,  to 
til  Intents  and  pniposss,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Consti- 
tation : 

Ooagsess  shall,  eonsurrently  with  the  Slates,  hars 
powwr  to  prsffide  foe  tiainmg  the  militia  aooordtng  to 
the  disdpUne  psesetibed  finr  that  purpose,  and  whilst 
engaged  in  that  asrnse,  thejshaU  bs  subject  to  the 
rales  and  zegulstionspisscnbed  for  the  govecnment  of 
the  militia  whan  in  the  military  ascvice  of  the  United 
Stateib  and  abo  to  provide  for  teaching,  in  the  primsqr 
schools  and  other  seminaries  of  learning  in  the  ssf  eral 
States^  the  system  of  discipline  prsicribed  for  the 
militia* 

The  said  proposition  was  read  and  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WAun,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Hesohedt  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqtresenta-' 
Hoeo  of  ike  mied  SitOee  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembkdt  Thai  the  Pierident  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  be  is  hsnby»  antheiiisd  to  emptoy  John  Trumbull, 
of  Connectient,  to  oompose  and  execute,  in  additicm  to 
the  lour  paintings  which  he  is  already  authorised  to 
employ  the  said  Trumbull  tooompess  and  aseeute, 
commemorative  of  the  most  important  events  of  the 
American  ReTolntion,  a  painting,  the  design  of  which 
ihall  be  to  commemorate  the  photic  oondnct  of 
Paulding,  Williams,  and  Van  Wart,  in  capturing 
Hajor  Andrs^  the  British  spy,  daring  the  American 
Revolution.  This  psintmg,  when  finished,  to  be  placed 
in  the  Capitol  of  the  United  Stetes. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lownnas,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  second  sectioo  of  the  act  entitled  "An  net, 
soppiementary  to  an  act,  to  regulate  the  duties 
oa  iai{K>rts  and  tonnage ;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  |the  Whole 


6n>  the  bin*  to  prorkle  fbr  funiishing  the  house  ^of 
the  President  of  the  United  Smtes. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  for 
designating,  surveying,  and  granting  military 
bounty  latads,  passed  the  6th  Mav,  1812,  was  taken 
upas  m  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  afterwards 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  sundry  bills  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  which  were  successively  taken 
up. 

Amopff  tbe  other  bills  before  the  Committee, 
was  the  Dill  to  take  away  from  the  pursers  anu 
midshipmen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
the  half  pay  now  allowed  them  when  not  actually 
employed. 

A  motion  was  BMde  to  amend  the  bill  hy  in- 
serting the  word  *^  surgeons"  after  "  midshipmen." 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  remonstrated  most 
earnestly  against  the  whole  of  this  bill,  as  tend- 
ing greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  service, 
and  as  proposing,  in  effect,  to  turn  adrift  a.great 
number  of  youths  now  in  tne  service,  whose  con- 
tinuance was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Navy. 

After  some  conversation  respecting  proposed 
modifications  of  the  bill,  suggested  by  Mr.  Atbbr- 
TOR  prineipaUy,  the  bill  was,  en  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowxnna.  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  transfer  the  duties  of  Commissioner 
of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  abolish  tbe  offiee  of  Commissioner  of  Loans, 
next  passed  under  review,  and  was  amended. 

The  Committee  then  took  op  the  bill  which 
proj^ses  to  abolish  the  present  command  of  the 
marine  corps,  and  to  place  the  same  under  the 
command  of  a  major. 

Mr«  FtMABAMTB,  after  assigning  bis  reasons 
therefor,  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  bill,  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  in  lieu  theteof 
a  provision  fixing  definitely  the  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  marine  corps,  to  consist,  from  and 
after  the  first  of  April  next,  of  a  heatenant  colonel 
commandant,  nine  eapmins;  a  proportionate  num- 
ber of  lieutenants- and  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  seven  hundred  and  flftv  privates;  tbe  super- 
numerary officaiB  and  soldiers  to  be  discharged 
from  service,  with  three  months'  additional  pay. 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  day  of  Aptil 
next. 

Mr.  Tatlou,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  <'  lien- 
toiant  colonel.'' and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  the 
word  "  major.'' 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opnoeed  by  Messrs.  HAnnieoN,  Htrofin,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Pleasants,  and  was  eventually 
neuatived,  ayes  40. 

The  main  amendaKnt  proposed  by  Mr.  Plbas- 
ANTU  was  then  agieed  to. 

The  bill  fixing  the  salary  of  the  reporter  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  then  came  lip. 
The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hop- 
KI1I80N,  by  inserting  a  clause  limiting  tbe  dura- 
tion of  the  bill  to  three  years,  and  then  passed  on. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  pro- 
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cnriog  household  fnmitore  for  the  Presidential 
residence,  next  came  up,  and  the  blank  was  filled* 
with  twenty  thoosaod  dollars. 

The  bill  makioff  farther  appropriations  for 
completing  the  pnblic,  buildings  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  completing  the  enclosore  of 
the  Capitol  square  followed  next.  The  blank  for 
the  first  object  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars,  and  that  for  the  latter,  with  thirty 
thousand  some  odd  hundred  dollars. 

Several  other  bills,  noticed  below,  were  abo 
under  consideration  in  Committee. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  seveml 
bills  they  had  acted  on,  by  the  following  titles, 
viz :  A  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  clerks  and  messeuj^ers;  the  bill  transferring 
the  duties  of  Commissioners  of  Loans  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  abolishing  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans ;  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide  for  furnishing  the  house  of  the  President ; 
the  bill  respecting  the  District  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  northern  district  of  New  York  | 
the  bill  repealing  the  act  passed  the  22d  day  of 
April,  1800,  and  fixing  the  command  of  the  ma- 
rine corps ;  the  bill  making  further  provision  for 
repairing  the  public  buildings  and  improving  the 
public  square ;  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^'  to  pro- 
vide for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ;^'  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **to  appoint 
additional  pension  agents;''  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  *'  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  tenth  volume  of  public  documents;" 
and  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  *'an  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 


» 


nage. 

These  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  tinae  to-morrow,  except  the  first  named, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  but  will  be  resumed 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled,  ^ An 
act  to  set  apart  and  pledge,  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  internal  improvement,  the  bonus  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  United  Sutes'  share  of  its 
dividends,  witk  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  thia  House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled, 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  nerfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
and  locations  of  lands  ^therein  described ;"  and 
the  biU  from  this  House,  entitled,  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1817,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  bill  and  amendments  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled, 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson/'  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  making  provision  for  the  location  of  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the.  Ueaty 
of  the  9ih  of  Aggnst,  1814^  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to  certain  chiefs 


and  warrioiB  of  that  nation,  and  for  other  fe- 
poees;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  oc 
children  of  Abmham  Owen ;  an  net  for  the  i^ 
lief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  EUsha  FiAs 
db  Co^and  Thomas  Clifford  db  Sod  ;  an  act  fa 
thereuefof  Joseph  Summers  and  JohaAUes. 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled.  ^Ai 
act  relating  to  settlers  on  lands  o^  the  UaVie 
States;"  an  act  allowing  further  tiae  for  enter 
ing  donation  rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit ;  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  pnsei 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  tiilei,& 
wit :  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  ccitia 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  csht- 
vation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  with  amcndmeits; 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  sectlemeei  af 
puUie  aceonnta,  with  amendments;  an  aetf« 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Fraset; 
Cazeau,  late  merchant  at  Montreal;  an  act ^ 
rectiog  the  discharge  of  William  Smith  from  io- 
prisonment;  and  an  act  to  provide  lor  the  |^aa- 
ishment  of  crimes  and  offences  coauaitted  within 
the  Indian  boundaries ;  were  senraliy  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Seaate,  entitled,  ^  An  act  to 
divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  jo^- 
cial  districts,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  onteced 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled^  ^Am  set  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issoe  craan 
and  perfect  titles  on  oertain  entries  and  kotioas 
of  lands  therein  described,"  was  rend  twice  ud 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa  tk 
bill  of  this  House,  sn^lementary  to  an  act,  eBti- 
tied.  An  act  toanthonze  the  State  of  Tennessee  co 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  kads 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  tbe 
vacant  an  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same 

The  amendments  proposed  by  Seaate  to  the 
bill,  entitled,  ''An  act  making  appropriatioas  for 
the  support  of  €k>vemment  for  the  year  1817,' 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Satdboat,  March  L 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures ia  the  War  Department,  aade  a  report 
eoneeruf  ng  a  contract  entered  into  with  said  I)^ 
partment  by  Slias  Barle  for  the  supply  of  arms; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideratioo  of  tbe 
several  matters  referred  to  them  at  the  preseoi 
session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  geneal 
appropriation  bill  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  ^  to  provide  (or  the  due  execotioB  d 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Indiana,"  passed  through  a  Committee  d  tb^ 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third  readio^to, 
day ;  and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Coorti  ^*^ 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill  toproride  for  farntthiog  the  hooseof 
ht  President  of  the  United  Statee ;  the  bill  trens* 
ferriog  the  daties  of  CommiMiooer  of  LoeDt  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abolishing 
ihe  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans;  the  bill  to 
sontinne  in  foree  the  second  section  of  the  act 
inpplementary  to  an  act  to  reflate  the  daties  on 
mports  aod  tonna^;  the  bill  making  farther 
provision  for  repatnog  the  pablie  baiidings  and 
mproving  the  public  square ;  the  bill  respecting 
he  district  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
lorthern  district  of  New  York ;  and  the  bill  re* 
sealing  the  act  passed  on  the  22d  of  April,  1800, 
ind  fixing  the  command  of  the  marine  corps  i 
ill  which  bills  originated  in  this  house,  were  ser* 
•rally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  toajjpoint  additional 
tension  agents;  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscript 
ion  for  tbe  printing  of  the  tenth  T^ome  of  the 
public  documents,  were  each  read  a  third  time^ 
nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
bat  they  concur  in  the  amendments  proposed  by 
his  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to-provide 
or  the  prompt  settlement  of  pablie  aceooats,'* 
vith  an  amendment.  And  they  have  passed  a 
nIJ,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  snbeeri- 
«rs  to  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia, 
ind  to  prevent  tbe  circulation  of  the  notes  of  no- 
bartered  associations  within  the  said  District  ;'^ 
a  which  amendment  and  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
urrence  of  this  House. 

BABBATH  MAILS. 

Mr.  MiLUi,  from  the  eommitiee  to  which  was 
eferred  the  several  petitions  from  inhafailaata  of 
ifferent  parts  of  the  United  States,  praying  that 
ie  maiU  may  not  be  transported  or  opeaed  on 
iundays^  made  a  detailed  repon;  which  was  or* 
ered  to  lie  On  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  wss  refenred  sundry  peti- 
OBs  finom  dilEneni  Mitsof  the  United  Stats%  preying 
rongrees  would  prohlat  by  law  the  trsnsportatton  and 
pening  of  the  mait  oa  the  BsbbaUi,  ssk  lesTe  to  fepori— 

That  tbey  hsfe  deroled  thai  atlsatioii  ts  the  sstd 
stitiona  wmch  the  importance  of  die  subject,  end  the 
lotives  whidi  aetualsd  so  lespectahle  a  portion  of 
leir  feUow-dtixens,  seemed  to  reqnixe. 

To  enable  them  to  decide  with  mere  eoirectaess,  the 
MnmiHee  sddrsssed  a  nds  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Hiaeating  of  him  infonnation  upon  the  ibUowing 
sintSy  Tis: 

1.  What  .instmetkms,  if  aiiy>  ha^re  been  given  by 
mir  depaftment  to  Ihe  depntf  postmseteis  of  the  Uni- 
\d  States,  m  regard  to  the  arrival  and  depeitnre, 
pemng  and  diskribniion,  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 

2.  Is  the  mail  now  transported  on  the  Sabbath  over 
ay  route  where  it  ■  not  tranqpoited  every  day  in  the 
eek  ?  If  so,  please  to  state  over  what  ronte,  and  for 
bat  reasons  it  is  thus  transported. 

3.  Would  the  prohibition  of  the  transpoita^on  and 
pening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  essentially  impede 


GaviBAi.  PosvOmoa,  Fib,  80, 1910. 

To  tbe  honorable  die  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
sundry  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  Congress  would  prohibit  by  law 
the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  tbe 
Sabbath  day. 

The  first  point  of  your  inquiry  is,  "  What  instruc- 
tions, if  any,  have  been  given  by  yonr  department  to 
the  postmasters  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  reg^  to  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails  at.  their  respective 
offices  on  the  Sabbath !" 

To  which  I  observe,  that  the  ninth  section  of  the 
**  set  regulating  the  Post  Office  EsUblishment,"  di- 
rects, that  nostmasters  shall  attend  every  day  on  which 
a  mail  shall  arrive  at  their  offices,  and  at  all  reasona- 
ble hours  on  every  day  in  the  week. 

To  regulate  the  operations  of  postmasters  under  the 
above  quoted  sectioQ,  and  to  prevent  intrusion  on  the 
Sabbadh,  the  following  instructions  were  prescribed : 

*'At  post  offices  where  the  mails  arrive  on  Snndigr, 
the  offiee  is  to  be  kept  open  for  the  delivery  of  letters, 
4tc,  for  one  hour  after  the  arrival  and  assorting  of  the 
mail ;  but  in  case  that  would  interfere  with  tlM  hours 
of  public  wordiip,  then  the  office  Is  to  be  kept  open  for 
one  hour  after  the  usual  time  of  dissolving  the  meet- 
ings, for  that  purpose." 

I  will  forther  state,  that  wben  a  mail  is  conveyed  on 
the  Sabbath,  it  is  to  be  opened  and  exchanged  at  those 
offices  which  it  may  reach  in  tlie  course  of  the  dsy. 
This  operation  (at  the  smaller  offices)  occupies  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  minntes ;  in  some  of  t&e  larger 
offices  it  oocumes  one  hour ;  and,  it  is  believed,  does 
not  consideraMy  interfere  with  religious  exercises,  ee 
relating  to  the  postmasters  themselves. 

Another  instruction  prescribes,  **  that  if  a  mail  ar- 
rives at  an  office  too  late  for  the  delivery  of  letters  on 
Saturday  night,  the  postmaster  shall  deliver  them  on 
Sunday  morning  at  ane^ly  hour,  as  shall  not  entrendi 
upon  the  hours  devoted  to  public  religious  ssrvices." 

No  complaint  has  reached  this  depertmeot  against 
postmsstezs  for  non^>bssrvsnce  of  those  instructioas; 
which,  if  not  strictly  adhered  to,  must  bs  imputabls  to 
the  urgency  of  sppUcatioas  or  the  complaiMnCe  of 
postmssters. 

The  usage  of  tranqwrting  tbe  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
is  coeval  with  the  Government  under  the  present  Coa- 
Btitation  of  the  United  States,  though  the  practice  of 
deliveiing  letters  on  the  Sabbath  is  of  more  recent  ori- 
gtn»  and  commenced  in  1810,  by  virtue  of  the  aforseail 
ninth  section,  and  the  above  recited  instructions  ema- 
nating therefW>m. 

The  sscond  point  of  inquiry  ii^  whether,  '<  is  the 
mail  transported  on  the  Sabbath  along  any  route  where 
it  is  not  transported  every  day  in  the  week ;  if  w0, 
where  are  those  routes,  snd  for  what  reasons  is  it  thus 
transported  !" 

To  which  it  is  replied,  that  in  forming  arrangements, 
and  fixing  times  for  the  arrivals  and  d^artures  of  the 
mails  on  the  lesser  snd  cross  routes,  care  is  taken  to 
avoid  the  transport  of  the  msil  on  the  Sabbath,  excent 
where  the  omission  to  transport  on  that  day  would 
break  chains  of  eommnnications,  producing  great  de- 
lays to  public  and  privets  intercouxse ;  and  it  is  the 
mutual  aesiro  of  the  contractor  and  the  department  to 


\e  arrangements  of  your  department,  or  injure  the   -avoid  running  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 


ablic  interest? 
To  these  inquiries  the  Postmaster  General  returned 
le  following  answer,  which  the  committee  make  a 
art  of  their  report:  . 


The  third  point  of  your  inquiry  ii^  '^  would  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  transportation  and  opening  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath  essentially  impede  the  arrangements  of 
your  department,  or  injure  tne  Interests  of  the  public  ?** 
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Am  pneonoiT  to  my  replyto  tba  thiid  point,  it  is  to 
be  ooniidered  tLat  the  mail  now  psMea  efeiy  day  in 
the  week,  from  Poitsmouth,  New  Hampuhire,  to  8a« 
vannoby  in  Georgia,  without  raiting  on  the  Sabbath; 
and  the  same  practice  prevails  on  the  two  neat  routes 
from  Washington  City  to  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Illinois 
Territonr,  and  Missouri  Territoiy ;  from  this  city  to  Ten* 
nessee,  Misslssip^,  Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans  ;  from 
Charieston  to  Tennesrae  and  Kentudy,  and  on  se?* 
eral  great  chains  of  communication.  If  the  mails  were 
not  to  more  on  the  Sabbath,  on  the  first  mentioned 
routes,  it  would  be  delved  from  three  to  four  days  in 
pasidng  from  one  end  of  tte  nmto  to  the  other ;  from 
Washington  City  to  New  Orieans,  three  days ;  from 
Boston  to  New  Orleans,  four  and  firt  days;  and 
Henenlly  the  mail  on  the  great  routes,  would,  on  an 
average,  be  detained  one-ietenth  part  of  tiie  time  now 
omMoyed* 

The  following  wiO  eefre  as  an  example  of  d^Iay  to 
the  weddy  maUs  carried  on  horseback.  The  man  is 
earned  fitmi  Baltimore  to  Washington  City  in  a  stage ; 
and  thence  to  Ae  mouth  of  the  Potomac  on  honeback. 
By  traTeOing  one  Sunday,  there  is  half  a  day  allowed 
in  Baltimoie  for  answering  letters ;  but  if  die  hone 
mail  did  not  travel  on  SumlaT,  an  answer  to  letters 
would  be  d^yed  a  whole  week. 

The  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  in  stages  is 
■  but  a  partial  benefit  to  contractors ;  the  principal  one 
•rises  from  tte  tnomort  of  passengers.  If  the  stages 
KThieh  oaity  tiie  matt  cannot  proeeedon  the  Sabbatic 
pasetngeis  will  not  enter  those  stages ;  of  course  the 
alage  proprletois,  who  oSer  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail, 
will  rise  m  their  demands  according  to  the  deduction 
ofiveeiptswhieh  shall  be  occasioned  by  loss  of  passen* 
gers ;  for  those  rival  atages  whidi  run  everr  day,  will 
be  resorted  to;  even  foreign  agents  would  oatsoeed 
^  Government,  and  obtun  advantages  beyona  its 
etnto  estaiUishments  of  eommunlciation.  Added  to  this 
enhanced  expense  of  transport,  would  be  the  loss  of 
postage  thst  would  occur  frmn  a  practice,  which  would 
uievitably  follow,  of  sending  letters  by  passengeri  in 
those  stages  which  run  daily.  This  practice,  of  send* 
ing  by  pasMngers,  prevailed  in  a  considerable  degree 
duHttg  the  existotite  of  the  law  whidh  added  fifty  per 
centum  on  former  postages. 

•A  prohiUtioii  to  transport  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath 
'would  disofder  the  whole  system  of  tranaportatton  on 
more  than  seven  hundred  routes. 

The  population  of  the  United  Sutas  ii  wiMy  ex* 
leaded ;  the  greater  the  territorial  extent  of  any  Gov* 
'ttiAnent,  the  greater  must  be  the  necessity  for  oelerl^ 
and  frequency  of  its  intercourse. 

If  it  be  considered  neesesaiy  that  Govemmenta!  dee* 
patdies  be  ttmnsmitted  on  the  Sibbi^th,  it  may  then  be 
dbeerved,  that  aa  Ikr  aa  auch  tiansmlsilon  is  beneficial 
to  the  natiota,  by  preaerving  or  improving  its  eonditioui 
so  for  has  it  a  tendency  to  the  conservation  and  Uie  pn>« 
teetion  of  the  great  canimunltj,  in  the  enjojment  of 
religious  as  well  as  dvil  tfbeity ;  and  enabiing  it  to 
enjoy,  in  safbty  and  in  mtietttde,  the  benefits  diUnsed 
from  a- due  observance  or  the  Sabbath. 

The  contents  of  mats  are  not  confined  to  puUie 
despatches,  nor  to  sulbfects  of  private  burineai  or  pleas* 
tne;  the  same  mail  which  transports  such,  equally 
aoeelerates  supplies  to  vrant^— eonsolation  to  afiKction 
— and  to  piety,  evangeBeal  eorreapondenee ;  and  thus 
performing  works  of  charity,  it  may  be  conaidefed  as 
doing  good  on  the  Babbatii  day. 

f  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MKGS,  Jun. 


In  addilfion  to  die  fimtoing  kttar,  tbe 
beg  laave  to  observe  that  they  oordiaHy  agm  viAl 
petitaoners  in  the  importance  of  a  veligioai  9btam 
of  the  Chrialian  Sabt)atb->«n  inatitntion  cdoiiial^ 
afind  an  oppoitanity  for  rekxatian  fiea  IJnr  ■ 
worldly  cares;  for  reflection  tqpon  serioMttdsNi 
subjects ;  for  devout  adoration  of  the  CreateiadGcn 
emor  of  the  world ;  for  acto  of  diaritjr  tad  taniM 
lence;  and  for  the  exerctae  and  improreiBaiiQfi| 
thoae  virtuea  which  adorn  the  nature  and  cootAil 
to  the  happinett  of  man.  To  the  State  goTOBaa^ 
however,  and  not  to  the  Government  of  the  Usai 
States,  belongs  the  power,  aa  iar  as  the  rigbts  of  en 
science,  and  the  provisions  of  their  rapectiTe  on* 
tutions  win  permit,  of  estab&shing  and  foppotiil 
such  inatitutlons  aa  are  calcolatad  to  eoQ|iitra  dw » 
deratanding  and  correct  the  beait,  by  iaeakitiii^ai 
dtfiMttg  among  the  people  die  greet  prindphi  i 
pie^y  raUgion,  and  nietaliQr»  mad  of  penf  mm 
»tdng  laws  to  prevunt  theptofiaaalioBof  thsStttii 

The  power  •*  to  eatabOah  poet  oSBcetadpotinft^ 
is,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  UniHd  teta»  erdn- 
siveiy  veetsd  m  Congress;  and  the  fem^drfitioo  and 
dietiibaliott  of  the  mail,  at  each  tinMaiadiBderiadL 
cvomstoiMes  as  the  pubBc  interaat  nij  napm^u 
neoeasaiily  incident  to  that  poww. 

In  regulating  an  eataUishaicnt.of  sa  madi  ia^ 
tanoe  to  Uie  oonntiy,  Congreas  have,  bj  Isv,  cojoR 
it  upon  the  Postmaater  Genenl  "to  nenktew 
camagsof  thamatlon  all  poet  roads  that  iif«w7 
be  establiahed  by  law ;  and  as  often  as  he,  bfof  >^ 
gard  to  the  nroduetiveMss  thereof  and  otbet  drdan- 
stances,  shall  think  proper."  In  poisuance  of  ui 
authority,  it  haa  been  the  inrariable  prutke  d  w 
department,  ever  sinee  the  eatabiaduient  of  the  ^ 
eial  Government,  to  provide  ^>r  the  IraaiportatioBa 
themaanpoaeveiy  dayof  the  vreek,  aloag  tha  gi«t 
and  impoitant  nutee  thraogh  and  acRMa  tha  coaattr' 
If  in  the  eady  panod  of  our  politieai  enatmcf  «« 
an  anangenent  was  foinnd  uecesasiy,  the  ft^  b* 
creaaa  of  wealth,  popBlataon»  and  territoiy  whkhkiTC 
aince  t^en  place,  ift  the  opioiott  of  the  coisBitt* 
demand  tte  eontinoanes. 

Itta  oavBtirw  ttcliDaisa,  andwboaa  dtisaBiffc 
■nitedhy  ao  meny  tiea  of  friendifiiip  and  mM«u< 
ty,  aa  waU  aa  of  bnaiBAaa  and  poUey,  <kr  ^"^TTf 
of  ttMipanafanodthe  AigeociaB  f^OommtAnm 

le^oiia  that  evo^  reMoaabte  fodfi^  •iM^  <* J^ 
nkhM  for  the  hulenoniae  hnd  ooaneitetioa  of  iti 

diflerent  parte.  . ,  ^^ 

UbderVneh  circumatonoea,  the  prt>^»?^; 
aelvea  mvat  admit  that  trnvettag  npanihe  w^^ 
noNilllyextaaablB,batanaeiofdaiy.  ^^^ 
mittee  cannot  doubt  that,  along  the  cham  ^^^ 
nioation  from  one  extnmily  of  flie  Unienlo  ttfi(^^ 
thioogh  plaoee  e€  gnat  waatth  and  ^^^^'^ 
danaa  pbpntatioo,  the  fittiltty  of  oooiatmumtw^' 
nUrnd  by  the  mail  prevenla,  m  tnm^'^'"'^ 
Aa  daing  of  that  wto,  withont  auch  fatf^^  *** 
be  a  *  work  eCfl^aeessi^  or  chantf  - 

Many  of  Uie  evib  sthted  by  the  P^?^*!"*^ 
nacessaray  incident  to  the  practice  of  which  tDfT^ 
pkra.  The  tranaportation  of  the  maa  up«  »f^ 
bath,  by  file  agent  of  the  Govemnwnt,  w«fj 
justifteation  to  Ae  traveUer  who  «attece^»7^ 
upon  that  day  to  perform  his  journey  in  *^£:. 
stsge,  nor  does  the  delivery  of  fetteis  at  the  rt^^  ' 
pttrt  offices  juati^r  the  assemblage  of  ^^^f^  n 
people  at  anch  offices  on  that  day.    Theie  eiw 
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hey  exipt,  it  u  pMftcUj  within,  the  powar  of  the  eer- 
Bral  8tate  govehnQe&te  to  correct! 

But  as.  die  practice  of  trtTelling  on  the  Sahhath  is 
lolerated  by  the  State  gofemmenta  in  at  leaat  three- 
barths  of  the  Union,  the  prohibition  of  the  tranipor- 
Btion  of  the  mail  on  that  day,  would  have  no  other 
iflect  than  to  transfer  to  private  hande  that  commani- 
ration  from  place  to  plaee  which  is  now  performed  by 
the  Govemn^ent ;  stage  coaches  and  expresses  would 
mpply  the  place  of  the  mail:  i^  for  example,  the  mail 
ihoold  not  pass  on  the  Sabbath  between  New  York 
ind  PhiUdelphia,  or  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
nore,  theie  being  no  laws  to  prohibit  any  other  com- 
nunication  between  those  places  on  that  day»  the.citi- 
sena  of  those  large  oommeicial  cities  would  still  main- 
sin  their  daily  intercourse  with  each  other,  by  audi 
jiriYate  conveyance  as  they  could  employ.  This  would 
put  upon  the  road|  as  agents,  expresses,  and  private 
contractors,  ibany  more  persons  and  carriages  ihanare 
Qow  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  tJn« 
dl,  theidfors,  the  prohibition  of  travelling  on  the  Sab- 
bath, by  the  sever^  Statp  governments,  shall  have 
become  in  some  degree  general,  a  law  to  stop  the  mail 
on  that  day  wonld  rather  increase  than  diminish  ihe 
evil  of  which  the  petitionera  complain. 

In  the  opinion  which  the  committee  have  formed 
upon  this  subject,  they  have  not  been  influenced  by 
any  considerationii  of  econom  v  in  the  tran«>ortation  of 
the  mail,  though  that  is  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  but  by  a  sincere  belief  that  in  the 
present  sitiiation  o£  the  State  laws,  and  under  proper 
regulations,  the  practice  is  as  colisiitent  vrith  the  re- 
quirements of  tiie  moral  law,  as  it  is  with  a  sound  and 
enlightened  pdlior* 

Bat  although  Uie  committee  believe  it  neceesary  ta 
continue  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  they  do  not 
pereeive  that  the  eaaio  neceoaity  exirts  lor  the  defivety 
of  letteis  at  the  nepeetive  post  offices  on  the  SaMiath. 
They  therefore  report  the  following  resolutions : 

Betoipedt  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time,  to 
piss  anr  Jaw  lespecfing  the  transportation  of  die  mail. 

RemJoedt  That  provision  be  made,  \/w  law,  topro- 
bibit  tlie  deliveiy  of  letters  at  the  respective  post  offices 
of  the  United  Stsies  on  the  Sabbath. 

CLAIMd'  LAW. 

« 

The  House  tooit  up  the  amtsdoMQts  of  th« 
Senate  to  the  bill  stnt  from  this  Hoose.  toameafi 
the  claims'  law  of  last  session ;  wbien  amend- 
ments go  to  obange  altogether  ibe  charaet^r  of 
tbe  bill. 

The  amendmeatt  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Clain^^  were  rejected  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Johnson  pf.  Kefi- 
iQcky  to  amend  the  Senate's  aniendments,  by  ici- 
sertiog  in  lieu  oir  thepi  the  bill  (discussed  in  tbis 
House  the  other  day,  but,  laid  ou  the  table  and 
not  since  taken  ap)  for  tbe  relief  of  the  sufferers 
OQ  the  Niagara  frontier. 

The  a  mead  moots  are  i^  follows:. 

**  And  he  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the  mxjnx  pf  two 
kandred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
it  hereby,  appropriated  to  remunerate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  iMiagara  frontier,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  daring  the  invasion 
of  th&t  frontier  between  the  eighteenth  day  of  J>eoem.- 
W,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  second 
|hj  of  Jannary,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  both 
iadoiive. 


'^And  he  it  furtktr  enacted^  That  no  Msdki  shiU 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  appropnation  in  tha 
preceding  section  who  was  not  either  sn  inhabitant  of. 
the  said  Niagfra  frontier  at  the  time  of  the  declaration 
of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Gieal 
Britain,  or  the  actual  owner  and  proprietor  of  some 
house  or  building  destroyed  by  the  eneoqr  during  the 
invasion  aforesaid,  or  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  frontier 
who  had  removed  there  aince  the  war,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  fixed  and  permanent  settlement  Uiere. 

«<  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  Peraon  who 
shall  have  received  any  moneys  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Slalee,  for  property  destn^ed  daring  the 
invssioo  sfoMaaid,  in  virtne  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  hereby  amended,  ahall  be  entitled  to  relief  under 
this  act  for  any  other  or  Ihrther  losses,  unless  he  shall, 
witUa  £^€  days  after  the  first  public  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  hereinafter  mentioned,  pay  info  the 
hands  of  said  Conunissionera  the  whole  of  the  amn  or 
snms  received  by  him  as  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  his 
so  refunding,  he  shell  enjoy  in  relation  to  the  whole 
of  his  losses  sU  the  right  and  benefit  of  the  present 
law,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  not  presented  bis 
dsiffl  under  the  said  law  of  the  ninth  of  April  last ; 
and  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  come  Into  the  hands  ' 
of  the  ssid  Commissioners,  in  complisnoe  wi&  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shell  be  by  them  paid  intp 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  form  an 
addj^joaal  fund  to  the  said  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thopsAnd  doUm  and  is  herehy  appropriated,  to  the 
same  object. 

**And  be  it  fwriher  maeted.  That  It  shall  be  tiie 
duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
msy.be  sfter  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  appoint  three 
Commissioned,  who  shall  iassedialely  proiceed  to  the 
Niagara  froi^tier  and  examine  and  aseertain,  by  the 
bert  evidence  that  the  natinre  of  the  case  will  admit  ^ 
thevaloe  of  tbe  several  botldinga  destroyed  by  tbe 
enemy  during  tbe  invasion  afotesakl,  and  also  the 
valoe  of  all  other  property  deatrpyed  in  the  ssId  baild^ 
ings,  and  belonging  to  such  persons  as  are  entMed  to 
rebef  by -the  provisiaas  of  this  set;  and  ehall  also 
aseertain,  eitbsr  by  the  oath  of  the  respective  oiaim- 
ants^ or  sndtotbtt  evidence  as  inay  be  sstisfadory  to 
them,  the  smount  which  the  said  claimants  may  have 
respectively  received  ^  a  certain  donation  of  fiify 
thousand  dollars  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Yora,  in  the  jear  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  to  Uie  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier ;  and, 
after  completing  the  said  examination,  the  said  Com- 
mivionera  shall  forthwith  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  the  names  of  the  su£brers  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  this  act  and  tbe  amount  of  their  lespeetive  Issess. 

**And  he  it  Jurther  maeted,  lint  it  shall  be  the 
ftirther  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  receipt  of 
the  aforesaid  report,  to  cause  the  moneys  appropri- 
ated by  thia  act  to  be  divided  aad  peid  on  their  respeo- 
tive  applications  to  tho  ssvend  pcsseos  intended  to  be 
rellevea  by  this  act,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  losses  respectively  sastained  by  them  and  re-  . 
ported  by  the  Commissioners,  after  deducting  from  the 
amount  of  such  loseee  the  suras  which  the  claimants 
have  respectively  received  of  the  said  donation  from 
the  Sute  of  New  York:  Pnmdtd,  haweBtr,  That  ^ 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  authorise  the  pay-  .^ 
meat  to  sny  person  of  a  greater  sum  than  the  amount 
of  his  losses  as  reported  iy  the  Commissionerik 

«  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall '. 
be  entitled,  to  receive  any  payment  or  compensation 
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nndmr  the  ftct  hewby  amended,  for  mj  lomea,  tot 
whkh  pTOTiBioii  M  made  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  by 
thkaet. 

•'And  be  itjurfher  enaeUd,  That  in  ciae  of  the  de- 
oeaae  of  any  penon,  who,  if  liring,  woaU  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  pf  thia  act,  the  anm  awarded  by  the 
Seoetaiy  of  War,*  ahall  be  paid  to  hie  legal  repre- 
•entatiTes. 

**And  he  it  furihtr  enacted,  That  the  Commia- 
aionen  to  be  appointed  in  porsoance  o^  this  act,  shall, 
before  they  enter  upon  their  duties,  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  to  perfiorm  those  dntics  ftilhAiliy  and  hon* 
estly ;  and  they  ahall  hsTe  power  to  adwinister  oaths 
to  the  witnesses  oflered  for  ezanunation  befbrs  them ; 
and  for  their  services  th^  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate 
of  four  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  they  shall  be  ao- 
tnaUy  employed,  to  be  paid  out  of  afiT  moneys  in  the 
Treasoiy  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

A  motion  was  then  made  br  Mr.  Cannon  to 
lay  tbe  bill  oo  the  table ;  which  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to  by  tbe  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  and  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  then  moved  farther 
to  amend  the  said  amendments  by  inserting  the 
following  section: 

*^And  be  it  JuHher  enaeted,  That  the  Oommis. 
sioner  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  diiected  to  award  indem- 
nification  to  sndi  persons  who  have  sustained  damage 
or  loss  by  the  destruction  of  their  houses  or  buildings 
bjr  the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier^  between  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  Ihirteen, 
and  the  third  day  of  Jaauaiy^  eighteen  hundrsd  and 
fourteen :  Frovided,  It  shaU  be  proved  that  the  houses 
so  destroyed,  and  for  which  indemnification  is  Hwmtd, 
were  in  the  military  occupation  of  the  United  States 
as  barracks  or  atoraheuses  at  the  time  of  such  destruc- 
tion, and  destroyed  in  consequenee  thereof:  And  pro* 
tided  aimt  That  no  decision  made  by  the  said  Com* 
missioner,  under  this  section,  shall  entitle  the  claimant 
or  claimants  to  indemnification,  unless  sudi  '^ti^iftn 
shall  first  receive  the  approbatioB  and  sanctiBtt  of  the 
Seaietary  of  War." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  inseitiof  the 
said  section,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  negative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Clark, 
of  New  York^  further  to  amend  the  said  amend- 
ments by  striking  out  tbe  first  section  thereof, 
and  inserting  the  Toliowing  in  Lieu  tliereof: 

«<  That  ail  decisions  made  by  the  Commissioner,  im«- 
der  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shsJl  be 
revissd  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  be- 
fore payment  shall  be  made  thereon.'* 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  said  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then 
concurred  in  by  the  House  as  amended. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

l^he  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
th«  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge, 
as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improvement, 
the  bonus  of  the  National  Bank,  and  the  United 
States'  share  of  its  dividends.**  were  read ;  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  Nelsow,  that  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and,  the  ques- 


tion being  taken  theceon,  it  was  determined  la  tbe 
negative— -veas  61,  nays  63,  as  follows: 

TsAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Barbooii  Bmks, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbuiy,  fionr^ 
Cannon,  Can-  of  Massachusetts,  Clarke  of  !Y«th  Cv- 
olina,  Cl^on,  Cook,  Davenport,  Desha,  Edwds, 
Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hawes,  Hiuidbrd, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Viiginia,  King,  Langdoa,  Liv, 
Lyon,  William  Maday,  Maiah,  Mason,  McCoj.Kc- 
Lean,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  M.  Nelson,  Xoto, 
Parris,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Rice,  Roans,  Bobfrtn, 
Root,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Soathsid,  Stcuii, 
Strong,  Starges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Vose,  Wuiai 
New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wiksi, 
and  Williams. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Betts,  Biidfeye^  Caij, 
Calhoun,  Clarii  of  New  York,  Clendenniii,  Comstoi 
Conner,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Dickens,  Findley,  Gtt> 
ton.  Gold,  Goldsborough,  G^ri£bi,  Hahn,  Haomoiui 
Harrison,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hogti, 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Jobnson  of  Kentackj,  Kent,  £er 
of  Virginia,  Lewis,  Little,  Love,  LoTctt,  LiuBpim« 
Lyle,  William  P.  Maclay,  Milnor,  Moffitt,  Jer.5eboo, 
Newton,  Ormaby,  Peter,  Pickering,  ta,  SiragVi 
Schenck,  Sharp,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Pensf5lnniA,8miili 
of  Virginia,  Taylor  of  New  York,  TajVoc  oC  8miIi 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Webster,  Wendovw,  WiM«,  Wil- 
kin, WUloughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  WOliam  Wiisos, 
Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  br  Mr.  Smith,  oi 
Maryland,  to  postpone  the  said  bill  until  tbeiitird 
day  of  March  next;  which  motion  wis  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Jackaon,  HARai80R,ud 
Wilson,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  NcL80if,Joav- 
SON,  and  Kino. 

And,  the  question  being  uken  theieoo,  it  vis 
determined  in  the  negaiive**yeas  66,  najrs  68.  u 
follows: 

YxAS— Blessis.  Adaias,  AthertsB»  Baiboar,  Bi«ft. 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Btooat.  Boss,  Biadbuy,  Biwa, 
Biyan,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Csir  of  Maswekoij**. 
Champion,  Cilley,  Claike  of  North  Csralias,  Kky 
ton.  Cook,  Crawlbrd,  Davenput,  IMn,  fdwaidi, 
Fletcher,  Forney,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hsidin,  Hsvei, 
Hooks,  Hungerfoid,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Yiipnia,  Kfflg. 
Langdon,  Lyon,  William  MacUy,  Manh,  >bsoo,  Mcp 
Coy,  MeLean,  Mills,  Hni^  Nstosa,  Thoj  M.  ^ttaw, 
Noyes,  Parris,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Bad,  «ic»^  «>«•» 
Root,  Boggle^  Sn^ofMd^8oatksii8l»mi>^^' 
Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Voi^  ^"^.^JZ 
YoriS  Waid  If  Now  Jeiai7>  Wis*"*-  Wikw.tiid 
Williama.  ^  j 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Be^  Birdieye,  CtiJ, 
CaldweU,  Calhoun,  Clendennin,  Constock.  Conn«, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Dickens,  FindJ^T.  0"*S?' JT 
Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Hshn,  HammMa,  Htfw«» 
Henderson,  Hendricks,  Herbert,  Hopkinion,  Bngo. 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  f^^ 
of  Virginia,  Lewis,  LitUe,  Love,  I^jJ*  ^!S^ 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  William  P.  Maday,  Midjton,  »^; 
MoffittTjer.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pet«,  rm 
ing.  Ross,  Savage,  Sehenck,  Sharp,  «»«»£  *^ 
of  Virginia.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tale,  Tijg; » 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, Tdfcffj" 
Uce,  Webrter,  Wendover,  Wilde,  Wilkii^  Wj*«  J. 
by,  Thomas  Wilson,  WflU«mWita>n,  Woodwirt.  i^ 
oey,  and  Yates.  .     ,«.. 

The  amendmento  of  the  Senate  were  m  c" 

enrred  in  by  the  Hoase. 
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The  ameDdment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
lendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
naie,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
tlement  of  public  accounts,"  was  read,  and 
Dcarred  in  by  the  House. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
St  the  Senate  eoncor  in  the  amendments  pro- 
ised  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
ndfl  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Ter*. 
:ory,  and  the  sale  or  certain  lands  therein  de- 
ribed,"  with  amendments  $  in  which  they  ask 
e  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  said  anieodments  were  read,  and  concurred 
by  the  House* 

The  bill  ^for  the  relief  of  Robert  Burnside,*" 
;e  billf  ^  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
'  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  f*  the  bill  '*  for  the 
lief  of.  the  Creek  Indians;"  the  bill  "authorizing 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  repayment 
i  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties  f*  the  bill  "fur- 
ler  to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United 
tate8.and  their  electing  Delegates  to  Congress;" 
iTerally  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
T'hole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
lird  reading. 

The  resolutions  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
lank  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  their 
leasores  relating  to  the  payment  of  the  second 
Dstalment  of  the  subscription  to  the  bank,  were, 
n  motion  of  the  author,  Mr.  FoBarra,  for  the 
rant  of  time  to  act  on  them,  indefinitely  post* 
oned. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  to*morrow 
Sunday)  at  11  o'clock,  and  negatived— 68  to  48, 
y  yeas  and  nays; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
iry  to  remit  the  duties  therein  mentioned;  the 
(ill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
he  officers,  seamen,  aid  marines,  who  were  lost 
D  the  United  States  brig  Bpervier ;  the  bill,  sup- 
;>lementary  to  aa  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
[>nsoned  for  debts  due  the  United  Sutes;  the  bill 
mihoriztng  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
repavment  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties ;  a 
bill  for  theralief  of  Robert  Barnside ;  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  electing  Delegates  to  Congress; 
ihe  bill  for  the  relief  ot  ceruin  Creek  Indfians ; 
ill  which  bills  originated  in  this  House,  were  sev- 
erally read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Darnall  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
then  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bJJl  ibi  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  west 
shop  of  Hdiaies'  Hole  harbor,  in  the  State  of 
hiassachnsetts,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  and  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims 
to  town  tots  and  village  lots  therein,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  tne  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  pavment  of  certain  claims  for  militia  ser- 
vices due  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  (against  the 
Indians  twenty-five  years  ago,>  l>nt  debate  aris- 
ing, and  time  to  examine  the  bill  being  declared 
to  be  wanting)  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  same  fate,  after  like  discussion,  attended 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bate  was  taken 
up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *Mo  amend  and  ex* 
plain  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  and  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States."  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  bill  respecting  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain collectors  therein  mentioned ;  the  bill  author- 
izing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Teakle 
Savage,  and  others ;  the  bill  to  regulate  the  trade 
in  plaster  of  Paris ;  the  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nathaniel  Seavej, 
and  others ;  the  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads;  all  which  bills  originated  in  thb 
House,  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  sundry  banks  in  this 
District,  received  from  the  Senate,  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  bill  should  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Johnson. 
of  Kentucky,  Lewis,  and  Culpeper,  and  sup^ 
ported  by  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Webster,  and 
was  negatived— ayes  33. 

The  bill  was,  after  some  debate,  referred^  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  volume  of  pub- 
lic documents;"  and,  being  again  read,  was  passed 
by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee ; 
which  w^s  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CoNoicT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee'  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  under 
the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the 
United  States  and  that  State.  The  bill  was  re^ 
ported  with  amendment,  which  were  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next 
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The  Committte  of  tbe  whole  Hooae,  to  which 
is  eoiDiniued  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  eotitled 
**An  act  to  iocorporate  the  sobscrihen  to  certain 
banks  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia«  and  to  pre* 
Tent  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered 
associations  within  the  said  Distrtct,''  were  dis« 
charged,  and  the  bill  was  referred  .to  Messrs. 
Lewis,  Qibton,  and  Calboqm* 


MoNAAT,  March  3. 

Mr..  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  detailed  report  concerning 
their  powers  and  duties,  and  the  subjects  of  their 
inquiries  during  the  present  session ;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution 
directiDg  their  Secretary  to  inform  this  House 
that  the  President  elect  of  the  United  States  will, 
on  Tuesday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  take  the  oath  oi 
office  required  by  the  Constitution,  in  the  Cham* 
bee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolution,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  foUowio^  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  WiLDB,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
OB  the  table: 

Retokedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
pert  of  this  House,  to  join  such  fommittee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  lor  the  purpose 
of  making  arrangements  xelatiTe  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
President  elect  of  the  United  Butts. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  transferring  the  duties  of  Commis* 
sioner  of  Loans  to  the  mnk  of  the  United  States, 
and  abolishing  the  office  of  Commissioner  or 
Loans;  an  act  making  further  provision  for  re- 
pairing the  pubUc  buildings  and  improving  the 
public  square;  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemp* 
tion  of  the  public  debt ;  an  act  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  £stab- 
lishment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1817; 
an  act  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Army  and  Militia  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  an  act  respecting 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax ; 
an  act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral 
relations  of  the  United  States ;  and  an  act  mak* 
ing  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1817,  with 
amendments. 

They  have  also  passed  bills  of  tbe  following 
titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  ''An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1815,  and  for  otner  purposes;  an  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  fur  carrying  into  effect  certain 
Indian  treaties,  and  for  otber  purposes;  an  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  eotitled  ''An  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  an  act  to  secure,  in  certain  case&  the 
bouoty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers ; 


an  act  to  establish-  post  ronda;  mn  act  to  uami 
an  act  for  organizing  the  general  aCftfl^  mad  nk- 
ing  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  theUaitid 
States ;  an  act  to  amend  the  net  entitled  ''As  ar. 
to  establish  tbe  judicial  eonrta  of  the  UaiiK 
States ;"  an  act  providing  an  additional  eoapo- 
sation  to  the  circuit  jod^  of  the  sixth  etrait  of 
the  United  .Slates;  in  whieh  ameDdmeati  sad 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  foUowio^^  titlet,  to  wit: 
An  act  respecting  the  compenatioo  of  the  eal- 
lectors  therein  mentioned;  no  act  antlMiiiitf 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  NathaBd 
Seavey  and  others ;  an  act  for  ereetiBw  a  ligki- 
house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holiiitsi*s  Hmm  banor. 
in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts ;  an  act  aothorixiBf 
the  payOient  of  a  sum  of  money  to  TeaUe  Sa?* 
age,  and  others  ^  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  ocr^ 
tain  post  roads ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Heaiy 
Lee;  an  aot  authorizing  the  payasent  of  money 
to  the  State  of  Georgu,  -nnder  the  arrae/es  m 
agreement  and  eessioo  between  tbe  Unkei  Stmies 
and  that  State;  were  eererally  resd  a  thard  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Comouttee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  fiir  the  reliu  of  Anthony 
Buck,  were  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  same. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  aid 
bill,  when  a  motion  was>  made  by  Mr.  Root  to 
lay  it  on .  the  table ;  which  motioa  was  rqedcd 
by  the  Hoaae,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ca- 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  tioM  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senat^  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  and  explain  an. act  giving  pNBOsioBs  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  persons  slain  ia  the  pub- 
lic or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes^^ 
was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  ameadmenta  propeaed  by  the  Seaate  to 
the  hill,  entitled  ^An  act  traasferrinff  the  duties 
of  Commissioner  of  Loaas  to  the  Smnk  of  tbe 
Unit^  States,  and  abolishittg  the  ollioe  of  Com- 
missioner of  Loans,"  were  read,  and  coaeurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Tbe  amendmeats  propoeed  by  the  Beaaie  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  respecting  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  lav  ^^^^n  read, 
and  also  concurred  in. 

The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  fieaato  to 
the  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  making  appK>pctations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  united  Slates 
for  the  year  1617,"  were  read  and  commilicd  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  to-day. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  additiooal  ap- 
propriations to  defray  the  expeaaea  of  the  Army 
and  Militia  during  the  late  war  with  Oreat  Brit- 
ain," were  read,  and  committed  to  the  CooHait- 
tee  of  the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 

Tbe  amendments  propoeed  by  tbe  Beaate  to 
tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makinjr  appropriatioss 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  BstatHishmeat  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1817,"  were  retd, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatitied  *<Aa  ect 
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making  approprMtioQs  for  CBnyukg  into  effect 
certain  lodiao  treaties,  aad  for  other  parposes," 
-was  read  twice,  and  comoiitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Hoiue  last  mentioned. 

The  amend meots  proposed  by  the  Seoate  to 
ti^e  hill,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectaally  to  pre- 
serve the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States," 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  proride  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,"  were  read,  and  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  Honse. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  organising  the  general  staf( 
and  making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  ref^rr^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^ 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act 
providing  an  additional  compensation  to  the  eir- 
cnit  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit  of  the  .United 
States,"  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Seoate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
secure,  In  certain  cases,  the  bounty  in  land  to  the 
heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  the 
judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  post  roads,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *Att  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,'  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and 
for  other  parposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
establishing  tradiofj^-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "'  An  act  to  regulate 
the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  being  on  its  passage,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken — "  Shall  the 
bin  passP  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
80,  nays  39,  as  follows : 

Ymam — ^Messrs.  Adani%  Adgale^  Atoaander,  Alhsi^ 
too.  Baker,  Bsrboor,  Bassett,  Betts,  Birdaeye^Slenal, 
Boaa,  Bradbofy*  Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoant  Cannooy 
Csrr  of  M  assachoaetts,  dark  of  New  7oik«  Ckuka 
of  North  CaroUns,  CUyton»  Clandeanin»  Comstock* 
Conner,  Cooper»  Cnlpepor,  Davenporly  Desha,  Dick- 
eiMt  Fletcher,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gsston»  Gbld,  Hale^ 
HaoAinond,  Hawes,  Heodersoo,  Hoger,  Hnlbert,  fog* 
ham^  JaoksoD,  Jewett,  iohnson  of  Kentncky,  Kent, 
KiDg,  LoTett,  Lowndes,  Marsh,  Mason,  Middloton, 
Mills,  Moseley,  J.  Nelson,  Hugh  Nelson,  Newton, 
Noyea,  Pariis,  Pickerii«,  Pitkin,  Pleasaats,  Reed, 
S^Bolds,  Roane,  Ruggle%  Schenek,  SteamSi  Btarong, 
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Stnrges,  Tattmadge,  Tanl,  Tayfer  of  New  fork. 
Ward  of  Massachnsetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Web- 
ster,  Wendover,  WiMe,  Williaras,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Bennett,  Bracken- 
ridge,  Champion,  Edwards,  Findlej,  Goldsborongh, 
Hahn,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hangerfbid,  JohnsoQ  of 
Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Little,  Lore,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Wm. 
Maclay,  WUIiam  P.  Maday,  McCoy,  MUnor,  Peter, 
Pip«r,  Randolph,  Rice,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Shelley, 
Taylor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Telfidr,  Vose,  WaU«», 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wileoz,  Wilkin, 
and  WillUun  Wilson.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  it  was 

Eemdved^  unanimoualy,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  House  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Hbnbt 
Clat  for  the  ability  and  impartiality  with  which 
he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  snd  the 
correctness  with  which  he  has  performed  the  ar- 
duous and  important  duties  of  the  chair. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  making  provision  for  the  location  of 
the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  tbe  treaty 
of  the  9ih  of  August.  1814,  between  the  United 
States  and  tbe  Creek  Indians,  to  certain  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  that  nation,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  military  services  during 
the  late  war,"  and  for  other  purposes ; 

An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Wells;  and 

An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  planter  of 
Paris ;  with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  compensating  Peter  Hagner,  and  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  B» 
Carter ;  as  also  a  resolution  respecting  the  eon« 
tracu  for  printing  for  Congress;  in  which  aqiead- 
meots,  bills,  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  eoocnr^ 
renoe  of  this  House. 

DISTRICT  BANKa 

Mr.  Lbwis,  from  the  committee  to  which  waa 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain  hanks 
within  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  to  pffovenl 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  onehartered  aasooia*^ 
tions  within  the  said  District,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment.- 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill, 
when  Mr.  WnnaTBH  moved  to  strike  oat  tbe  28lh 
section  thereof;  which  motion  waa  rejeoted  by 
the  Hooae. 

Another  motion  waa  then  made  by  Mr.  Wan* 
8TBB,  to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  out  from 
the  7ih  line  of  the  first  section  the  words  ^  thirtjr- 
siz,"  so  as  to  leave  blank  the  year  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  said  banks,' 
which  motion  was  also  rejected  bv  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ihobam  to 
add  to  tbe  30ih  section  the  following: 

**  And  the  several  sasas  dfareoted  to  bt  paid  by,  the 
banking  companies  hereby  incorporated  to  any  com- 
pany now  infiorporated,  shall  conatiMite  a  poitioa  of 
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tbo  itock  of  suck  eonpuiiet;  tnd  die  pioee^dtfof  the 
dbidsndi  of  sock  stock  ■b«U  be  dkpoee^  of  ee  Cos* 
gnat  tatLj  hefeafter  dinet  for  like  parpoeae/' 

And  the  question  was  stated  to  agree  to  the 
amendment,  when  a  member  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill ;  which  bein^  objected  to,  the 
ftpSAKER  declared  that,  at  this  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress, it  was  not  competent  for  one  member  to 
demand  the  reading  of  the  bill  without  an  order 
of  the  House: — from  which  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  Mr.  Babsbtt  appealed  to  the  House ; 
and  on  the  question — ^'  Is  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  correct?'^  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  In<}ham  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  read ; 
which  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  tasen  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Ingbam,  and  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  then 
amended  and  recommitted  to  a  select  committee. 
And  Messrs.  Lewis,  Gaston,  and  Taylor,  of 
New  Tork,  were  appointed  the  committee,  with 
leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  to  which  the 
said  bill  was  recom mi ttod,  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  the  House  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, when  Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

And  the  question  being  uken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nay's  60,  as 
follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Barbonx,  Bassett,  Bennett, 
Birdaeye,  Bow,  Bradbary,  Brooks,  Calhoun,  Carr  of 
Massachusetts,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Condict,  Desha,  Edwards,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  yirginia, 
King,  Langdon,  Law,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Wm. 
Madisy,  Maiah,  Mason,  Nojes,  Pickens,  Piper,  Ran- 
dolph, Roane,  Root,  Ross,'  Savage,  Taul,  Telfair, 
Yoee,  Wallaoe,  Ward  of  Maasacbnsetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jeney,  Whileride,  Wiieox,Wm«  Wilson  and  Tancey. 
NATa«-4ie8Snt  Adgate»  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
Um,  Baer,  Baker,'  Betts,  Blonnl^  Oaldirell,  Canoeo, 
Chappell,  Clark  of  New  York»  Olendenntn,  Com- 
•tock,  Creighton,  Davenport,  Findley,  Fletcher,  For- 
ney, Forvycn,  Gaston,  Gold,  Ckddsboroogh,  Goodwyn, 
Hawes^  Henderson,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hon- 
«KM,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jaeksont  Johnson  of 
KaataalQr,  Kent,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  William  P. 
Maelaf y  MoCoy,  Miiaor,  Moseley,  J.  Nelson,  Hugfi 
NekoD,  Newton,  Parria,  Peter,  Piskeiiiig,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Reynolds,  Rnggles,  Seheack*  StMinia,  Tail- 
medge^  Taylor  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wtlde,  Wil- 
kia,  Tbomaa  Wilson,  aad  Yatea. 

The  said  ^amendmenli  w»re  then  ooaeurred  in 
by  the  House ;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended, 
aad  the  amend  menu  ordered  to  be  engrMsed  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  tonlay,  whicn  was  sub- 
seqaently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

YBTO  OF  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  bv  Mr.  Todd,  his  Secretary, 
who,  by  command  or  th^  President,  retufrned  to 
Ike  House  the  bill  passed  bf  the  two  Houses,  en- 
Uded  »*An  net  t»  set  apart  and  pledge  oertaio 
randa  Ibr  iatef  nal  laprovementa,'*  and  presented 


to  ike  Prcsideiit  for  hii  appeobatiott  mod  signt- 
ture,  this  day,  to  whieh  bill  the  Prestdem  harag 
made  objeetions,  the  aaflne  were  also  delivered  is 
by  the  said  Secretary  ;  wiio  then  withdrew. 

The  said  ofajeetioaa  were  read,  ei^  are  as  fo^ 
lows : 

To  the  Home  of  Rnraent&Hvea 

€f  the  Umiid  SUOeg  1 

Having  considered  the  bill  this  daj  preeeatei  io 
me,  eatiUed  ''An  act  to  set  apart  and  pledge  eeitsis 
Amds  for  internal  improvements,*'  and  whidi  Mto 
apart  sAd  pledges  funds  **  for  oonataractiiig  nodi  ui 
canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  wmtcr-ooeav 
in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  ipTO  eecnxitttt 
iatetasJ  ooauneree  among  the  several  Statea,  and  a 
render  more  eaqr  end  leas  ezpeoaive  the  meHis  sai 
nrovudons  for  theoemmoa  defence  ;**  I  mm  eonstoaiiMl, 
by  the  insuperable  diflieQity  I  foel  in  reeoncilioff  tke 
bill  with  the  Coastttntien  of  the  United  Stales,  to  ic- 
turn  it  with  that  objection,  to  the  Honse  <tf  Rsfn- 
■entatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

The  legislative  powers  vested  in  Congress  aie  ape* 
dfied  and  enumerated  in  the  8th  aedwn  of  the  first 
article  of  Uie  Constitntion ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  power  proposed  to  be  exerdsed  by  the  tail  ia 
among  tne  enumerated  powers ;  or  that  it  fdls,  by 
any  just  inteipretation,  within  the  power  to  laske 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execaiioa 
those  or  other  powers  vested  by  the  OonaiitiHifla  in 
the  Government  of  the  United  Statee. 

**  The  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  seve- 
ral States,"  cannot  inclnde  a.  power  to  oonatnicinids 
and  canals,  and  to  imptove  the  navigatioB  of  vitw- 
courses,  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  eecare  sock 
a  coaamwoe,  without  a  latitade  of  oooetraction  d^ 
parting  from  the  ordineiy  import  of  thetemia,  ainag^ 
eaed  by  the  known  inconveniences^which  dovblJeo 
led  to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  Cougicm. 

To  refer  the  power  in  qoestien  to  the  cUom  ^ts 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welftre,^ 
would  be  oontraiy  to  the  establiahed  and  coDsiHeat 
rules  of  interpretation ;  ss  rendering  the  specimi  and 
careful  enumeration  of  powers,  which  follow  thecltose, 
nugatory  and  improper.  Such  a  view  of  the  Consti- 
tntion would  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  Coogras  \ 
general  power  of  tegSalation,  inatead  of  the  deiSned 
and  limited  one  hitherto  understood  fa  belong  io 
them ;  the  terms  *'  oommoa  defonoe  and  feneral  wel- 
fore"  embracing  every  object  and  act  within  the  pnr- 
▼iew  of  a  legislative  truaU  It  would  have  the  efiect 
of  subjecting  both  the  Constitution  and  Uwa  of  the 
severs]  States,  in  all  cases  not  specifically  exempted, 
to  be  auperseded  by  laws  of  Congress ;  it  being  ex- 
pressly dedared  <'  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  laws  made  in  parsuanee  thtteof,  stall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judgea  of  every 
Stataahattbobemid  therehy,  eaytfung  far  the  Oonsti- 
taUMi  or  hM%  of  any  State  to  tfaa  ooMiart  aotwi*- 
standing;"  Saidi  a  view  of  the  Censtfeetioo,  fio^. 
weidd  have  the  eiS^ct  of  eiehidmlr  ^he  judicial  author 
itjr  of  the  United  Statee  from  ile  parttdpation  it 
gaaiding<he  boaadatf  between  the  legkiative  pcnvtci 
of  the  Oeaeral  and  the  State  GoVettimenta ;  intamedt 
a*  qoeattons  *  iMaiiag  to  the  gmnMal  welfoie  Mag 
qnesdoBS  of  policy  and  expediency,  are  nnattanptibte 
of  judicial  cogaiaance  and  decfsion. 

A  re^riotioB  of  the  power  *' to  provide  for  foe  oeoi- 
moa  defoewe  and  general  weifom^'^  to  eaaee  wfaieb  «e 
to  be  piovfded  fbr  by  the  expeadttme  of  aaoney,  wsaif 
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•n  tecve  within  the  l«giibtite  p6wer  of  Con^rtet  tH 
the  grMf  tiid  m^it  importttit  metmivH  of  Gorern* 
metit ;  moaej  beiBg  the  onttnafy  end  neoesMury  means 
of  eanyiog  them  Into  ezeeotimi. 

If  e  geursl  power  to  oonetmct  roadi  an4  eanala, 
•nil  to  impteTe  the  navigatioii  of  water«co«Tiea,  with 
the  tnm  of  powers  inoident  thereto^  be  not  possessed 
by  Coogrsss,  the  assent  of  the  States  in  the  mode  pro* 
^ded  in  the  bill  cannot  confer  the  power.  The  oalj 
cneee  in  which  the  consent  and  cession  of  particular 
Sutee  can  extend  the  power  of  Congress,  are  thoee 
•pe^fied  and  provided  lor  in  the  Constitution. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  great  importance  of  roads 
and  caoaby  and  Uie  improved  navigation  of  water- 
courflcs ;  and  that  a  power  in  the  National  Legisla- 
tore  to  provide  for  them  might  be  exerdsed  with  signal 
■dTatttage  to  the  general  prosperity.  Bat  seeing  that 
sncli  a  power  is  not  ezpresstj  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  believing  that  it  cannot  be  deduced  from 
any  part  of  iC  without  an  inadmissible  latitude  of  con- 
etniction,  and  a  reliance  on  insulBeient  precedents; 
believiDg  abo  that  the  permanent  soeeess  of  the  Con- 
eCtetion  depends  on  a  definite  partWon  of  powers 
beCWeen  the  Genenl  and  State  Oovenunent,  and  that 
m  «ieq|nate  landmarks  wo^ld  be  left  by  tiie  constmo- 
tiTO  eztoMton  of  the  powers- of  Oongrsss,  as  proposed 
im  the  hUl,  I  hate  no  option  but  to  wfthhold  m^  eignap 
Uu9  from  it ;  and  to  cLerishing  the  hope  that  its  bene- 
ficial objects  may  be  attained  by  a  resort  for  the  neoee- 
saiy  powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the 
nation  which  established  the  Constitution  in  its  actual 
form»  and  providently  marked  out,  in  the  instrument 
itself  a  sale  and  practicable  mode  of  improving  it,  as 
expensnce  might  suggest 

JAMEd  MADISON. 

Maacv  a,  1817. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  recoaeiderscion  of 
the  said  bill,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

An  Act  to  ^  set  apart  and  pledge  certain  funds  for 

internal  improvement. 

Be  ii  enaetei  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Raprt' 
Mcntathee  of  the  United  Stata  of  Jmeriea»  in  Con- 
greea  aseembUd,  That  the  sUm  to  be  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  the  twentieth  section  of  the  «  act  to 
Inoorporate  ttie  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,''  and  the  dividends  which  shaU  arise  from  their 
ibareeiff  ita  capiul  stock,  during  the  present  term  ot 
twenty  years,  for  which  the  proprietors  thereof  have 
been  ineoiperated,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^  set 
annrt  and  pledged  as  a  fond  for  ctfnstraeting  roads  and 
caneis^  aadimproving  Ifae  navigatioa  of  water^conrses, 
in  Older  to  fooilitale^  promote^  and  give  security  to  in« 
tafff#l  eommeroe  among  the  several  States,  and  to 
rander  men  ee^  and  less  expennie  the  means  and 
novisaona  neeessaiy  for  their  eeuim^  defonoe. 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  mo- 
nsya  constituting  the  said  fond  shall,  from  time  to 
lime,  be  ^plied  in  constructing  such  roads  or  canals 
or  in  improving  the  navigation  of  such  water-courses, 
or  both,  in  each  State,  as  Congress,  with  the  assent  of 
aneh  Sute,  shall  by  law  direct,  and  in  the  manner 
inoet  conducive  to  the  general  welfare ;  and  the  pro- 
portion  of  the  said  meneya  to  be  expended  on  the  ob- 
jacla  aforesaid,  in  each  State,  shall  be  in  the  ratio  of 
Ita  represenUtion,  at  the  time  of  the  apportionment 
heieini^ker  provided,  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature :  Pronded,  That  the  propor^ 
taoft  of  eaU  foftl,  te  be  turned  te  any  8tai^  or  any 


part  thereof  may,  by  the  assent  of  such  State,  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  aforesaid  in  any  other  State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
fond  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy  for  the  time  being ;  and  that  it  shall  be  hia 
duty  to  apportion  and  divide  the  said  fund,  as  it  an* 
nually  accrues,  among  the  several  States  now  existing, 
and  such  as  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
according  to  the  then  existing  ratio  of  representation 
as  before  directed ;  and  to  invest  the  same,  so  appor* 
tioned  and  divided,  in  the  Amded  debt  of  the  UniMd 
Staiee  in  the  names  of  the  respective  States ;  and  the 
fonded  debt  so  set  apart  in  the  names  of  the  respect* 
ive  Statee  shall  be  applied  to  the  aforesaid  objects,  no*. 
der  the  concurrent  direction  of  Congress,  and  the 
Legislature  of  the  Sute  intereeted ;  and  he  shaO  ab6 
lay  before  CongreaSf  at  their  annual  sessbn,  the  con* 
dition  of  the  said  fond. 

8x0.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  also  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  unless  otherwise  direct- 
ed, to  vest  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  it  may  foil  due,  in  the 
stock  of  the  United  Statea ;  and  a&o  to  lay  before 
Congress,  at  their  annual  session,  the  condition  of.  said 
fund. 

Atteet:  H.  CLAY, 

Speeder  of  the  Houee  of  Rmraewtatiwe, 

JOHN  oAlLLARD, 
Preeident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

I  certuy  that  thii  act  originated  in  the  House  of 
Repreeentativee. 

TH.  DOUGHERTY, 
Clerk  of  the  Houee  of  Rtpresentatives. 

The  (Question  was  then  taken  in  (he  mode  pre* 
scribed  in  the  Constituttoo  of  the  United  States, 
'*  that  the  House,  on  reeoosideratioo,  do  a^ne  to 
pass  the  said  bill;"  the  President's  objections  to 
the  same  to  the  cx)ntrarf  ootwicbstandiog. 

And  determined  in  the  negative — yeas60,  nnys' 
56,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Meesrs.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  Alexander,  Archer, 
Betts^  Birdseye,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Conner,  Creightony 
Culpeper,  Forsyth,  Oaston,  Grifflin,  Hahn,  HaU,  Har^ 
risen,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hoger,  Hu!« 
bert,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  xork,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent,  Kerr  of  Y iigmia,  Kilboom,  LitUe,  Eovet^ 
Lyie,  Middleton,  Milaor,  Jeremiah  NehKm,  Omebv^ 
Peter,  Pickering,  Reynolds,  Ross,  Savage,  Sche^cvv 
Sharp,  Shelley,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfotr^ 
Wallace,  Webster,  Wendover,  Whiteeide^  WUde,  Wfl* 
kin.  Thos.  Wilson,  Wm.  Wilson,  Yancev,  and  Yaiea. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Adams,  Atherton,  Beer,  Baker. 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Carr  of 
Massachusetts,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Davenport,  Desha,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Fletcher,  For* 
ney,  Ctoldsborough,  €k>odwyn,  Hale,  Hawes,  Hunger^ 
ford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, King,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  William  Maclay, 
Manh,  Mason,  McCoy,  Mills,  Hugh  Nelson,  ffoyee,^ 
Piuris,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Root,  Roggles,  Smith 
of  Maiyland,  Sontiiard,  Steams,  Strong,  Sturgee,  Tall* 
madge,  TanI,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilcox,  and  WII* 


And  8o  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

[It  will  be  obserred  that  tae  Speaker,  on  this 
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occasioD,  differing  from  everv  other  qaestion  be- 
fore the  House,  claimed  and  exercised  the  ri^ht 
to  Tote«  Two-thirds  beiog  required  to  decide 
the  question  affirmatively,  the  bill  did  not  pass.] 

NATIONAL  UNIVBR81TY. 

Mr.  WiLDB  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  a  National  Uoiversity,  and  to 
postpone  it  indefinitely,  prefacing  his  motion  with 
the  Allowing  remarks : 

Mr.  W.  had  seized,  he  said,  the  momentary  io- 
terTal  of  leisure  they  then  possessed,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  suboritting  a  motion,  which  as  it  was  the 
last  he  should  ever  have  the  honor  of  making  in 
that  House,  so  it  would  be,  as  it  regarded  its  sub> 
jeet^  the  only  successful  one  he  had  ever  made. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  session  he  had  the 
misfortunep  for  such  be  esteemed  it,  to  be  appoint- 
ed the  chairman  of  a  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  very  small  and  a  very  unimport- 
ant portion  of  the  President's  Message ;  and  as 
that  appointment  had  made  it  his  duty,  contrary 
to  his  wishes,  to  trouble  the  House  by  the  occa- 
sional renewal  of  a  most  ungrateful  motion,  on 
certain  orders  of  the  day,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
House  regretted  the  misfortune  quite  as  much  as 
he  did.    Bjnee  it  had  been  their  pleasure,  for  rea- 
sons no  doubt  satisfactory  to  themselves,  but 
among  which  Constitutional  scruples  could  hard- 
ly be  reckoned  as  a  part,  constsntly  to  decline 
consideriuf^  the  report  of  that  committee  whibi 
consideration  was  possible;  be  was  not  weak 
enough  to  suppose  they  would  bestow  a  thought 
upon  it  now,  when  all  further  consideration  had 
become  useless.    The  Committee,  it  wa»  true, 
had  given  the  subject  some  portion  of  their  time 
and  attention,  and  he  was  sorry  both  had  been  so 
unprofitably  employed.  What  had  been  paiafolly 
wasted  in  this  kbor  of  Sysiphus,  if  otherwise 
directed  might  have  proved  humbly  useful    He 
said  painfully,  because  hopeles^y ;  he  had  long 
known  that  success  was  not  even  doubtful*    The 
measure^  if  indeed  it  were  a  good  one,  had  fallen 
upon  evil  times  and  into  inauspicious  haads. 

He  hoped  he  wan  not  thought  quemlooa  in  these 
lemarks;  he  disclaimed  most  unequivocally  all 
lAteation  of  being  so.  He  knew  it  was  the  usual 
fortone  of  complaint  to  excite  contempt  more 
than  pity,  and  he  trusted  he  was  not,  that  he  did 
BOt  wish  to  make  himself  the  object  of  either. 

Tou,  sir,  said  he  to  the  Speaker,  can  bear  me 
witness,  that  if  this  subject  has  been  thrust  or 
dragged  into  the  discussion  of  other  topics,  it  was 
not  (^  tne.  I  did  not  so  much  as  reply^  when  it 
was  invoked;  certainly  not  by  the  loepiration  of 
Minerva,  as  an  argument  against  the  whiskey 
tax— he  did  not  mean  .to  say  it  .was  by  any  other 
inspiration,  least  of  all,  that  of  the^iver  of  the 
vine,  whom  Horace  styled  a  modest  and  a  candid 
god  s  he  would  not  do  injustice  even-to  a  heathen 
deity ;  and  the  ancient  mythology  furnished  no 
allusion  to  that  process  which  converted  man^ 
food  into  his  poison,  unless  indeed  it  was  the 
crime  by  which  the  daughter  of  Ceres  became  the 
wife  of  Pinto  and  the  queen  of  those  dominions 


which  he  should  not  designate.  He  hmd  seeais 
necessity  to  say  a  word,  when  this  bill  bad  ka 
introduced  into  the  discussion  of  other  mcasam. 
(and  into  the  discussion  of  what  mcftstaie  of  ^ 
meatic  policy  had  it  not  been  totro«hieetf7>  he- 
cause  he  could  always  say  what  be  tboa^c  hn 
duty  required,  by  speaking  upoo  every  qaestioii, 
on  which  he  did  speak  at  all,  if  not  to  the  psrfose 
at  least  to  the  point. 

He  now  moved  that  the  CoDanaittee  of  ihe 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  eonsideratioa,  am 
the  further  consideration,  of  the  bill  lor  estaUis^ 
ing  a  National  University,  and  that  the  bill  itsetf 
he  indefinitdy  postponed. 

This  motion  was  made  in  perfect  good  huonr* 
and  in  most  perfect  good  faith  ;  hj  no  means  wiik 
any  intention  of  voting  for  ooe-h&lf  of  it  tad 
against  the  other.    He  was  under  a  very  stroi^ 
conviction  that  it  would  succeed.    Ceruioiyu 
ought.    The  measure  had  loog^  been  more  ihsn 
cinliter  morlntca.    He  feared  it  had  evea  beecNDc 
offensive  to  the  economical  uenaibilities  of  the 
House.    It  was  therefore,  high  tiaM  it  dioald  be 
interred — not  with  obituary  nooon,  «f  whteh  it 
waa  in  no  wise  worthy — but  with  the  hare  com- 
mon decencies  of  Christian  bnrial.    Mav  \\  rest  is 
peace    Let  no  one  disturb  its  ashes.     He  did  ost 
mean  to  speak  its  funeral  oration,  and  for  s  hk 
jacetf  the  message  they  had  just  received  voold 
do  as  well  as  any  other.  Future  poliilciaos  at^t 
read  it,  and.  reading  might,  moralize  on  the  steer- 
tainty  of  all  things — not  excepting  BzecotiTcit- 
commendations.    One  good,  be  trusted  would  re 
suit,  if  not  to  them,  at  all  evenu  to  their  successors, 
from  meditating  among  the  tombs  of  Naiiosil 
Education  and  Internal  Improveoaeot.     Tlief 
would  learn  in  what  noC  to  pot  their  trust.  They 
would  listen,  a  little  less  seriously,  to  those  oabje 
and  captivating  projects  which  others  heretofon 
have  had  the  merit  of  proposing,  and   that  Hoose 
the  odium  of  rejecting.  They  would  learn  to  dis- 
tinguish those  things  which  were  intended  for 
Congress,  from  those,  if  there  were   any  suci), 
which  were  intended  only  for  the  people. 

Perhaps  also,  that  inversion  of  the  osaa/  order 
of  responsibility  which  they  had  just  wiuiessed, 
might  have  its  use  elsewhere.  The  latter  class 
of  propositions  might  hereafter,  as  he  hoped  they 
would,  altogether  cease.  At  least  they  must  be 
advanced  more  cautiotuly.  Aad  if  they  were  not, 
he  trusted  that  House  wonid  take  a  proper  occa- 
sion, respectfully,  bat  diaUttctly,to  intimate  their 
consciousness,  that  in  official,  as  in  social  inter- 
course, withovt  the  slightest  breach  of  the  purest 
momlity,  there  may  be  uttered  an  infinite  onoi- 
her  of  delightful  nothings,  which,  though  very 
sweet  to  the  ear,  and  very  pretty  on  tne  lips, 
either  have  no  meaning  at  all,  or  may  be  taken  to 
mean  anything. 
[The  Committee  were  accordingly  discharged.] 

CLOSING  BU8INE88. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  'fAn  act  for  {lie  re- 
lief of  Anthony  Buck,''  was  read  the  third  ume 
and  passed. 

The  ijnendmeata  profMsed  by  the  Seatte  to 
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the  bill,  ^titled  ''An  act  cooeernioff  f  Dvalid  pen- 
sions,** were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bi'M,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*Ao  act  making  forther  proTision  for  military 
serrices  daring  the  late  war,  and  for  other  par- 
poses,"'  were  read  and  conearred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  anendmeots  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Wells,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  propoeed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in 
plaster  of  Paris,**  were  read  and  conearred  in  by 
the  Hoose. 

The  ameadmeots  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
the  loeatioa  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1814, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation 
of  lodiaas,  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  that 
natioo,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read  and 
conearred  in  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting  the 
contraeu  for  printing  for  Congress,  was  read 
twicc^  aad  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. The  resolation  was  read  the  third  time, 
aeeordiogly.  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
eompensatiog  Peter  Hagner,"  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropriations 
foi  the  snpport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Tear  1817.» 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  B.  Carter,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendmedfts  proposed  bj  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  making  further  iiroviston  for  repairing 
the  pablie  buildings  and  improving  the  public 
square,"  were  read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itselt  into  a  Committee  of, 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to 
the  billf  eoiitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
doriag  the  year  1817;"  and  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  several  other  bills 
commiiied  to  the  said  Commitiee  of  the  Whole 
House ;  as  also,  on  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  not  OMking  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  "An  act 
compensating  Peter  Hagner ;"  and,  after  son^e 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  agreement  of  the  Committee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bills,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  uotted  States  during  the  yea; 
1817^  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  E:itablishment  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1817;"  and  "An  act 
making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Militia  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;"  and  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 


titled "An  act  making  /urtber  provision  for  re- 
pairing the  public  huildines  ana  improving  the 
public  square."  The  bills  ^om  the  Senate  above 
mentioned  were  also  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  three  first-mentioned 
bills  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
House.  ~ 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
compensating  Peter  Hagner,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  T.  W1L8ON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

lUiohtd,  That  the  Seorataiy  of  the  Troasmy  be 
directed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next 
session,  the  progress  made  m  the  United  Btotee  road 
from  Cnmberiaad  to  the  Ohio  river;  the  contrasts 
which  hare  been  entered  bito ;  the  terms  of  such  con- 
tracts rsBpectively-,  and  performance  on  the  part  of 
each  contractors  respectively,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as 
the  case  mav  be.  Also,  an  exptidt  desoiption  of  the 
snrveys  made  thereon,  and  snch  as  have  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  detsrmmtng  the  most  eligible  ronfe 
from  Washiaglon,  in  Pennsylvsnia,  to  the  Ohio  river; 
together  with  apian  for  establishmg  loll-gales  and  for 
the  collection  of  tolls  thereon,  and  for  ttmitina  the 


tolls  to  a  certain  per  centum  upon  the  ampnnt  oi  cap- 
ital expended  upon  the  woik,  after  deducting  lepaioi. 

The  question  was  taken,  <*  Will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution  V*  and  de- 
termined in  the  negative. ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  thia 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,"  with  amendmento;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bill  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Hoose  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  to  estabJiah  a  sepamte  Territorial  government 
for  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was 
aeeordingly  read  the  third  timciund  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  aad  children  of  Ahiaham 
Owen ;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of 
money  to  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  that  State;  with  amendments  to  each, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bills  were  read 
and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'Ao  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled  an  act  ^  further  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,'  passed  the  3J  of  March,  1815^  and 
for  other  purposes;"  amended  the  8ame»  and 
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ordered  i(  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-dajr.    li  was 
accordingly  read  a  thira  timej  and  parsed. 

The  JEioase  ^)ok  up  aod  prpceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter,  deceased  ^" 
and  the  same  beins  amended,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  conaidco' 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Arnold 
fienry  Dorbman,  deceased." 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  ky  the  bill  pn  the  ta- 
ble ;  which  motion  was  rejected  bv  tha  House ; 
and  the  bill  was'  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  > 
BelationSy  to  which  was  committed  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  jfRoi^e  effectually  to  preserve  t&e  neutral 
xelations  of  the  tTniied  ^S tales,"  reported  the 
figreement  of  that  Committee  to  the  said  aoaend- 
'inents :  When  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Blocat 
.that  t|ie.aaid  bill  i^id  amandnoenju  lie  op  ihe  \^ 
!$le;  whieniootipo  waa  Reeled  by  the  Houae* 

A  flooMao  W^  <)h«n  miHle  by  Mr.  Baabp  that 
Ibe  mi  Ml  aad  ameodnMiiu  he  paatfioDad  jada- 
Miifiiyi  and  ihe  ^lOMtion  being  lakaii  thaneon,  U 
«wa»  de40r«iia«d  in  the  ae gativar^yeas  97,  «ays 
4^,aa-roUaws: 

'TiAS— 4i(etsra.  Adgttte,  BImint,  Broolgi,  Cannon» 
Carr  orMtMaehnsatts,  Olaik  of  New  York,  Clarke  of 
Horth  CaipUaa,  Oteadeaida,  C^mttoek,  Flateher, 
Bammond,  Haniaon,  Henderson,  Inghun,  Johnaoa  of 
Virginia  Johnson  of  Keatncky,  Kerr  of  Virginia* 
JClbeam,  Little,  I^on,  William  Maday,  Mason, 
Bngh  Nelson,  Farns,  Piper,  Beynolds,  Root,  Sehenok, 
Sharp,  Taol,  Wallace,  Wendovar,  Whiteside,  Wilkin, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  William  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Atherton,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bennett,  Betts,  Bradbuiy,  Breck- 
enxidge,  Cady,  Calhenn,  Champion,  Chappell,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dickens,  Edwards,  Findley, 
FonQfth,  Gaalon,  Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Her- 
•hcsrt,  Hopkinaon,  Hnger,  Hangeifbrd,  Irving  of  New 
Toik,  Jaekson,  iewett.  King,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovatt,  Loirades,  Manh«  MoCoy,  Moeeley,  Jeremiah 
lialaaa,  Newton*  Noyea,  OMas^,  Peter,  Pickering, 
Ptikia,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Boane^  Buggies,  Basith  of 
Maryland,  Blaavna,  Btrong,  Tsjyimadge,  Tate,  Ti^lor 
of  New  YoriL,  TeUiiir,  Voss^  Ward  of  Massacbnaetts, 
Waid  of  Now  Jeiaay,  Webster,  Wiloox,  WUde,  Wil< 
Uama,  Yancaj,  aad  Yatae* 

The  amendneDts  were  then  aoncutred  in  by 
the  Hoase. 

The  following  resolution  was  sabmiited  bjr 
Mr.  FORSTTB,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Eesolvedt  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  inform 
the  Benate  that  the  officers  of  this  Hoqse  are  directed 
to  prepare  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Represanta* 
tives  u  conformity  to  such  directions  as  may  be  given 
by  the  Benate  of  the  United  States,  for  administering 
the  oath  of  office  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
.elect,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  18  o'clock. 

^    A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  JSelbov  to 


discharge  the  Conunittee  of  ibe  whole  Bona 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  biU  estsai- 
iog  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  hU 
warranta,  and  for  returniaig  the  aunreys  taercn 
to  the  General  Lan4  Office,  and  for  gifiag farther 
time  to  complete  tiia  atuyera,  aod  to  abtaia 
patenta  for  land  located  aaKTer  Virgioia  malatioa 
warrants. 

And  the  foeatiaa  being  taken  ltei«ap,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  NaLOOM  th«n  moved  that  the  Honee  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tba  said  bw; 
which  motion  waa  rejected  hy  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  NaLaoR  then  moved  that  the  aaid  Ca«- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  be  dischaiged,  aad 
that  the  hill  be  postponed  indefiaiaely. 

A  division  of  the  qqestioo  on  ihu  BBotioB  was 
ci^Ued  for,  and  being  taken  oa  diaehargiag  tie 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiiae,  paaaed  ia  the 
aSrmative. 

Mr.  NfiiJKUi  then  withdrew  that  ^arf  of  his 
motion  for  an  indefinite  poatpooeneat  af  the  aaid 
bill ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eagwwsed  and 
read  a  third  time  torday. 

Aa  ei^roased  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  txi«ii4Vng 
the  time  Tor  locating  Virginia  ailliarykfid  «a^ 
ranta,  aad  for  returning  the  auaveya  ilaereoa  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  for  giTiag  fwthar 
time  to  complete  the  aurvaya  and  abtata  fateats 
for  laad  located  under  Vi^iaia  reaalaooa  war- 
rants,'' was  read  the  third  uoie;  aitd  {lasaad. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  HoiiM,  to  whi^ 
ia  oomnutied  ihe  bill  from  Ae  Senate,  entitled 
"An  abt  to  provide  for  the  puiehaae  aad  distn- 
bution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Siacts,"  wcr 
discharged  from  a  farther  caasidcration  thereof 
The  queation  was  then  taken,  <*  Shall  tlua  hill  te 
read  a  third  timel"  and  determined  ia  the  nega- 
tive.   And  the  said  bill  waa,iejected. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  aad  Rerolatkn* 
arv  Claims  were  discharged  from  a  foitber  ooa- 
aidemtion  of  the  several  petitiooa  and  other  nut- 
ters referred  to  them  at  the  praaeat  aaaaion,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported  to  the  JEfooae. 

Tite  following  reaolotion  waa  sahauired  by- 
Mr.  Root: 

Jlesadbed,  That  the  Becretaiy  ef  Atste  be  Erected 
to  lay  More  the  Honaa  of  RftpeasnCatiras,  at  the  next 
aeasion  af  Congisas,  a  detailed  slatemeat  of  the  ex* 
panditvaa  af  the  coatitigeBt  load  fn  forogn  inters 
cowae,  aad  Isr  iateicanrse  widt  the  Baihaiy  Povats 
l»r  the  last  tor  yeaia. 

The  said  resolution  was  reail^  and  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoosc 
that  tbe  Senate  have  paaeed  bills  of  thia  House 
entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Holmes  and  Benjamin  Hough  ;^  and  fo  act&r 
tbe  relief  of  Peter  Cazlard;  with  ameodmcats. 
They  have  also  paaaed  a  bill,  eatitled  ''Aaact 
for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs;*'^  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex* 
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ander  Holmes  and  Beojamin .  Hooff b ;"  itod  to 
the  bill,  eotitfed  ^*An  act  for  the  reuef  of  Peter 
Cazlard,"  were  read,  and  aererally  concorred  in 
by  the  Hooee. 

Tiie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Isaac  Briffffs,"  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  relates  to  the  uniformity  of  weights 
and  measures,  were  discharged  from  a  farther 
consideration  of  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson, 

JRemdvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  House,  to  John  Oswald  Dunn, 
Eleztius  Spalding.  Gteorge  N.  Thomas,  William 
Pancoast,  Samuel  Stewart,  William  Lenman, 
James  Barron,  and  George  Cooper,  the  extra 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  each,  as  a  gratuity 
for  their  uniform  good  conduct  in  the  serrice  of 
this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  extra  sum  of  two  hupdred 
dollars  be  paid  to  James  Claxton,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  House,  for  his  faithful  ser* 
Tices  in  the  post  office  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksoii.  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly  with 
such  oommittee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed 
recess  of  Congress.  And  Mr.  Jacxbon,  and  Mr. 
HoPKiNBOii,  were  appointed  of  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Jaokboh,  from  the  joint  committee  afore- 
said, reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  perform- 
ed the  duty  delegated  by  the  resolution,  and 
were  informed  by  the  President  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  me8sa|[e  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House,  baring  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to 
adjourn,  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with  the  said 


The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
message ;  and,  ha?iog  returned,  a  message  was 
receired  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  haviogeompleted  the  legislatiTe 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 
An  adjournment  being  mored  and  seconded — 
Mr.  Speaker  Clat  arose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 


GxvTLsx sir :  Before  I  parfopn  the  last  doty  of  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House,  I  will  vnH  myself 
of  the  occasion  to  mske  my  respectfiil  acknowledge 
meats  for  the  flattering  expression  of  favorable  opinioii 
which  has  been  recently  made,  and  which  was  ren- 
dered more  interesting  by  the  qnarter  fiom  which  it 
proceeded.  Next  to  the  approbation  of  one's  own 
oonsdenoe,  and  one's  oonntiy^  that  of  die  immediate 
repiesentstives  of  the  peo^e  most  ever  be  most  ao» 
ceptable.  Bat  I  feel,  tnat  m  the  instance  of  that  jost 
bestowed  on  me,  I  am  more  indebted  to  the  kindness- 
than  to  the  justice  of  the  Hoose.  For  I  am  qoite  seup 
sible,  that  in  the  course  of  my  administration  of  the 
daties  of  the  Chair,  called  upon»  as  I  frequently  was^ 
promptly  to  decide  complicated  afid  embarrassing  quae* 
tions,  as  they  suddenly  arose,  I  most  have  committed 
many  errors.  And  if  I  have  been  able,  in  any  degree, 
to  satisfy  the  jost  expectations  of  the  Hoose,  it  is 
owing  to  that  liberal  sopport  which  has  been,  on  att 
stdesy  generonsly  accorded  me. 

In  legislation  there  are  three  periods  of  eztraor* 
dinary  difficulty,  and  reqoiring  great  fortitude.  The 
first  is  that  which  immediately  precedes  a  war,  and  in 
whidi  preparation  is  made  for  die  event.  The  sec- 
ond, that  which  accompanies  the  war :  and  the  third 
that  which  immediately  follows  the  war.  During  the 
two  first,  however,  there  were  animating  dicuttstaneea 
always  existing,  which  invigorated  the  togislative  fim^ 
tion.  Daring  the  last,  the  stiaralns  is  gone,  aad  being 
replaced  hw  relaxation,  the  legislator  needs  more  for^ 
titude.  He  has  to  survey  the  whole  fobrie  of  the 
State ;  to  accommodate  it  to  the  new  circomstaneea 
in  which  it  placed ;  to  provide  a  revenue  for  redeem- 
ing the  debt  of  the  war ;  to  retrench,  and,  by  the  ze- 
doction  of  the  establishments,  to  dismiss  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  coontry  many  of  those  who  have  nobly  oon- 
tiiboted  to  sustain  its  glory. 

It  has  been  your  lot,  gentlemans  to  be  cast  in  the 
last  of  the  three  periods  mentioned.  And  I  take  great 
pleasure,  regardless  of  the  motives  which  may  be  as- 
cribed to  me,  in  testifying  to  the  patience,  the  diligencft 
and  the  seal  which  yon  have  manifested  in  the  public 
service.  I  am  greatly  deceived  i(  as  the  result  of  your 
labors,  at  no  distant  day,  there  will  not  be  acknowl- 
edged to  have  been  laid  by  you,  the  deepest  founda* 
tions  of  the  national  ^rosperitj.  That  ^oo  may  long 
continue  to  live  to  vntness  and  to  participate  in  that 
prosperity;  and  that  yon  may  experience,  on  your 
xetam  to  your  respecdve  homes,  every  blessing  of 
which  oor  nature  is  ensceptible,  is  the  ardent  wish  of 
one,  who,  wherever  he  may  be,  will  never  cease  to 
cherish  of  all  of  you,  the  most  agreeable  and  afSMtioa- 
ate  recollections. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  announce,  that  this  House 
stands  adjenmed  nne  aU* 
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SWEDEN  AND  NCHCWAT. 

[CommiiniMtad  to  the  Saaatfl^  Deoembar  18»  181«.] 
To  ihte  SmmU  of  ihe  UnUed  Sivtu : 

A  Treaty  of  Commeree  between  the  IJDited 
SItatei  ttad  the  Kiog  of  Sweden  and  Norway 
laviDg  been  conefaded  and  li^ned  on  the  4th  of 
September  last  hr  their  Plenipotentiaries,  I  lay 
be  saoia  before  the  Senate  for  their  considera- 
ion  and  advice  as  to  a  ratificaHon. 

/AMES  MADISON. 

WASHiKe'roif,  Dee.  13, 1816. 


h  ike  namof  tilt  mod MdgmndhMdmhk  THmij^.- 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty 
be  Kio^  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  equally  am- 
nated  with  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  and  con- 
irm  the  relations  of  friendship  and  cdmmeree 
rhich  baTe  hitherto  subsisted  oetween  the  two 
States,  and  beiuff  convinced  that  this  object  ean- 
lot  be  more  eiSeciaaUy  aecomplisfaed  than  by 
istabliabing,  reciprocally,  commerce  between  the 
wo  States  upon  the  irm  oasis  of  liberal  and  eqnit- 
ible  prioclpm,eqQally  adrantageoos  to  both  eoun- 
ries,  bafe  named  to  this  end  Plenipotentiaries. 
\nd  bave  faraisbed  them  with  the  necessary  foil 
>ow«ra  to  treat,  and,  in  their  name,  to  conelode  a 
reaty,  to  wit :  The  President  of  the  United  Slates 
Fonatban  Rassell,  a  citizen  of  the  said  Uni- 
•d  States,  and  now  their  Minister  Plenipoten- 
iary  at  the  Court  of  Stockholm ;  and  His  Ma- 
eaty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway  His  Ez- 
^lleoey  the  Count  Lanrent  d'Bngestrom,  his 
kiiniscer  of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Chancellor 
>f  the  University  of  Lund, Icnight  commander  of 
be  orders  of  the  King,  knight  of  the  orders  of 
I^barles  XIll.,  grand  cross  Of  the  orders  of  Si. 
iltie&oe  of  Hungary,  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of 
France,  of  the  Black  Eagle  and  of  the  Red  Eagle 
)f  Prussia ;  and  the  Count  Adolphe  George  de 
Idorner,  his  Counsellor  of  State,and  commander 
>f  the  order  of  rhe  Polar  Star ;  and  the  said  Pieni- 
potentiariea,  after  having  produced  and  exchanged 


their  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  doe  form, 
have  agreed  on  tne  following  articles: 

Artioli  1.  There  shall  be  between  all  the  ter- 
ritories  under  the  dominion  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway  a  reciprocal  liberty  of  com* 
merce.  The  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  two 
countries  shall  have  liberty,  with  all  security  for 
their  persons,  vessels,  and  cargoes,  to  ooroe  freeljr 
to  all  ports,  places,  and  rivers  within  the  tern- 
lories  of  the  other,  into  which  the  vessels  of  the 
most  favored  nations  are  permitted  to  enter.  They 
can  there  remain  and  reside  in  any  part  whatso- 
ever of  the  said  territories }  they  can  there  hire 
and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses  for  their  com- 
merce ;  and,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  each  of  the  two  nations  shall  enjoy  in  the  other 
the  most  complete  security  and  protection  for  the 
transaction  or  their  business,  being  bound  alone 
to  conform  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two 
countries,  respectively. 

Art.  S.  No  other  or  higher  duties,  imposts,  or 
charges  whatsoever  shall  be  imposed  on  the  impor- 
ution  into  the  territories  of  His  Majesty  the  Eling 
of  Sweden  and  Norway  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States,  nor  on  the  impor- 
ution  into  the  United  States  of  the  produce  or 
manufactures  of  territories  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  than  ^  those  to 
which  the  same  articles  would  be  subjected  in 
each  of  the  two  countries,  respectively,  if  these 
articles  were  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  any  other  country.  The  same  priociple 
shall  likewise  be  observed  in  respect  to  exporta- 
tion in  such  manner,  that  in  each  of  the  two 
countries,  respectively,  the  articles  which  shall 
be  exported  for  the  other  cannot  be  charged  with 
any  duty,  impost,  or  charge  whatsoever,  higher 
or  other  than  those  to  which  the  same  articles 
would  be  subjected  if  they  were  exported  to  any 
other  country  whatever. 

Nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the 
exportation  or  imporution  6f  any  article  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  territories 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
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or  of  the  United  Stites,  to  or  from  the  said  terri- 
tories of  His  Majesty  the  Kio^  of  Swedes  and 
Norway,  or  to  or  from  the  said  United  States^ 
which  shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  othor  iia(io99. 

Swedish  or  Norwegian  vessels  arriTiog  in  bal- 
last, or  importing  into  the  United  States  the  pro- 
doee  or  manufactures  of  their  country,  or  export- 
ing from  the  United  Siaies  thp  jmidiie^  w  «WHp- 
factures  of  said  States,  shall  not  be  obliged  to 
pay,  either  for  the  vessels  or  cargoes,  any  other 
or  higher  dutiesL  imposts,  or  charges  Jwhatsoe?ef| 
than  those  which  the  vessels  of  the-United  States 
would  pay  in  the  same  circumstances ;  and^  vice 
ven^  the  vewiela  of  the  Uni^d  r^Wn  Mmw'u^ 
In  ballast,  or  importing  into  the  territori^  WW 
the  dominion  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden 
and  Norway  the  produce  or  manu&ctnres  of  the 
United  States,  or  exporting  from  the  territories 
under  the  dominion  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norwa]|r  the  produce  or  manufac- 
tures of  these  territories,  shall  not  pay,  either  for 
the  vessels  or  the  dirgoes,  any  other  or  higher 
duties,  impostS]  or  chl^rges  whatsoever,  than  tnoae 
which  would  be  naid  if  these  articles,  were  trans- 
ported by  Swedish  or  Norwegian  vessels,  respect- 
ivclv. 

Ilftat  which  is  here  above  stipulated  sjiall  also 
extend  to  the  Swedish  eolonv  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
as  well  in  what  relates  to  the  rights  and  advun- 
ta|[es  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall 
enjoy  in  its  Dorts,j|s  in  relation  to  those  which 
the  vessels  or  the  coIqi^  shall  ei\)oy  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  Sutes;  provided  the  owners  are 
inhabitants  of  St.  Bartholomew,  are  there  esub- 
lishedand  naturalized,  and  shall  nave  there  caused 
their  vessels  to  be  naturalized. 

Art.  3.  His  Majestv  the  King  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  agrees  that  all  articles  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  West  Indies,  which 
are  permitted  to  be  imported  in  Swedish  or  Nor- 
wegian vessels,  whether  these  articles  be  imported 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  said  Indies,  may 
likewise  be  imported  into  its  territories  in  vessels 
of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  there  shall  not  be  paid, 
either  for  said  vessels  .or  the  cargoes,  any  higher 
or  other  duties,  imposts,  or  charges  whatsoever 
than  those  which  would  be  paid  by  Swedish  or 
Norwegian  vessels  in  the  same  circumstances, 
with  an  addition  only  of  ten  par  centum  on  the 
9aid  duties,  imposts, and  charges,  and  no  more.' 

In  order  to  avoid  misapprehension  in  this  re- 
spect, it  is  expressly  declared  that  the  term  "West 
Indies''  ought  to  be  taken  in  its  most  extensive 
sense,  comprising  all  that  portion  of  the  earthy 
whether  main  land  or  isfands,which  at  any  time 
has  been  denominated  the  West  Indies,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  that  other  portion  of  the  earth 
denominated  the  East  Indies. 

Art.  4.  The  United  States  of  America,  on  their 
part,  agree  that  all  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  countries  sittroundiAg  the 
Baltic  sea,  or  bordering  thereon,  which  are  per- 
mitted to  be  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  whether  tnese  articles  be  imported  directly 
or  indirectly  from  the  Baltic,  may  likewise  be 
unporied  into  the  United  Sutes  in  Swedish  or 


Norwegian  vessels;  and  there shmli  not  theale 
paid  for  the  said  vessels,  or  for  the  cargoes,  uf 
higher  or  other  duties,  imposts,  or  charges  whM- 
soever,  than  those  which  would  be  paid  by  t» 
sels  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  cireeaisfaa- 
ces,  with  an  addition  only  of  ten  per  ceatBD  oa 
the  said  duties,  imposts,  and  charges^  smd  asaofe. 

In  order  to  AToid  iaU  uncerlaiolj  m  resfnt  to 
the  duties,  imposts^  or  charges  whatsoever  whxk 
a  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  sabjeets  of 
one  of  the  Aootracting  parties  oogfat  to  paf ,  ok 
arriving  in  the  ports  of  the  other  with  a  caigo 
consisting  partly  of  articles  the  growth,  prodoee. 
-or  maniuaQtareof  the  coon t^  to  wkieh  <he  vei^ 
ael  belongs,  jtnd.  partly  of  .any  other  merchaodii& 
which  the  said  vessel  is  permitted  to  import  bf 
the  preceding  articles,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  a 
cargo  should  be  thus  mixed,  the  Teasel  shall  sJ- 
ways  pay  duties,  imposts,  and  charge^  accordt^ 
to  the  nature  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  ii 
subjected  to  the  highest  dotieS|  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  veiaelimyofted  this  M««f  aerchan- 
dise  only. 

Art.  5.  The  high  contracting  panics  giant 
iautually  the  Ifterty  ^  having,  hi  the  fleets  «f 
commerce  aad  potts  of  the  oSher,  ooasns,  ^^ 
consols,  or  commer cial  ipent%  .wiho  ahaU  eigof 
all  the  protection  and  asaisiaaeie  neoniaaif  for  ifte 
doe  disobaiige  of  their  funotioae.  Bat  is  is  km 
expressly  declared  tb«t,  in  case  of  illegal « im- 
proper conduct  in  respect  to  the  laws  or  gSMn- 
ment  of  the  country  to  whioh  their  are  aeit,^ 
said  ooo9«ii  vioeHsgiisuJ,  or  agent,  may  be  dtha 
punished  according  to  kw,  itinnjmcd^  ar  seat 
away  by  the  offended  Government,  that  Goven- 
ment  assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  therefor. 
It  IS,  neverihSeasL andenteod  thac.tiM  acehira 
and  doeoanents  rektixe  to  the  aMia  af  ihecaa- 
sulate  shall  be  protected  from  all  evamjaiiiah 
and  shall  be  carefully  preserved,  haiiig  pUcai 
under  the  seal  of  the  consul  aad  of  the  attthootfy 
of  the  place  where  he  shall  have  vesidad- 

The  consuls  or  their  deputies  shall  hare  U^ 
rig^as  such,  to  act  as  jadg^  and  arbicrato/s  ia 
the  differences  which  may  arise  beiwtee  the 
cantaios  and  crews  of  the  vessels  of  ihe  aaiiea 
whose  affairs  are  iotrasted  to  their  case.  The 
respective  Governments  shall  have  no  light  to 
interfere  in  matters  of  Mtis  kind,  except  the  cqa- 
doct  of  the  captain  aad  crew  shall  diatnth  the 
peace  and  tranauillity  of  the  eonatrf  in  which 
the  vessel  may  be,  or  that  the  eaaanl  of  the  pkoe 
shall  feel  himself  obliged  toresoit  to  timiaierpo- 
sitioo  and  support  of  the  eieeniive  authority  to 
.  cause  his  decision  to  be  lesMOied  aad  tnaiaiaincdj 
it  being,  nevertheless,  understood  that  thts  kind 
of  judgment  or>awaca  sha)l  not  deprive  the  eon- 
tendinj^  parties  of  the  right  which  they  ^lall  have, 
on  their  return,  to  recqr  to  thf  judicial  authorities 
of  their  own  country. 

Aat.  6.  In  order  to  prevent  all  dispnte  aadaa- 
certainty  in  respect  to  what  may  be  coasi^red 
as  being  the  growth,  produce,  and  eoaauftetare 
of  the  contracting  parties,  respectively,  it  isagrced, 
that  whatever  \St  chief  or  iotendant.of  the  cus- 
toms shall  have  designated  iiod  specified  as  auch,  is 
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the  el^trajKe  MifMvd  lo  the  vcMels  irhieb  iie> 

Sart  from  ilie  JBoropcaii  ports  of  His  M^jenj  ilie 
Lia^  ttf  Svreden  aod  Norway^  shsU  beatknowl- 
edf  M  tmi  admiued  as  socli  ia  the  Uoiced  Slates ; 
aoo  tbat,  in  ilie  sane  maimerj  wbatever  thecliief 
or  «dleqtor  of  the  cvstoms  in  the  porta  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  havedesigiiated aad  spectied 
as  ihe  growth,  produce,  or  maaiiiaeture  of  the 
Uoiied  8iaips»  shall  he  ackaowledg ed  aad  admit- 
led  as sueh  in  the lerritoriesof  HisMajestf  the 
KiQg  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 

The  spetificatioa  or  destgnalioa  (iven  hjr  the 
cbief  of  tbeenstomsiB  ihe  colonies  of  His  Majesty 
Uie  Kmg  of  Sweden  and  Nocway,aad  eooficmed 
hy  Che  ^oreraor.  of  the  eekwj,  shall  be  coasidered 
asaaifieMat  proof  of  theorigtn  of  thearticks  thus 
specified  or  deaignnted,  to  obtain  lor  then  admis- 
MOO  iaio  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  accord- 
ingly. 

Abt.  7.  T4e  citazeas  or  snbjeets  of  one  of  the 
eoBHiwting  Msties^  anifing  with  their  vessels  on 
any  coast  belongiog  to  thcothef)  bnt  sot  wUUnff 
to  enter  into  port,  or,  being  entered  into  port,  and 
not  willing  to  unload  or  brei^k  bulk,  shall  hate 
liberty  10  depart,  sod  to  pursue  tbeir  Toysge 
wUhoot  ipii^estation,  sod  without  bfMQg  Qbftged 
to  render  account  qf  iheir  cargo^  or  to  pay  iany 
datiei^  imposts,  or  charges  whatsoever  on  the  ?es* 
sels  or  cargo^zceptiog  only  the  duesof  piloUge, 
(when  apfiokahaill  have  been  employed,)  or  those 
of  qoafia^,  or  light  money,  whenever  tnose  dues 
are  paid  io  tke  same  fsiicomstanees  by  the  citi- 
seas  or  sabjeets  of  the  country.  It  being,  never^ 
Sheiess,  nnderstood,  that  whenever  the  vessels  be- 
loogiatf  to  the  citiaenB  or  subjects  of  one  ef  the 
coniraeiiag  parties  shpU  he  wiihin  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  olher,  they  shall  conform  to  the  laws  Mid 
mgnJutioas  concerning  navigation,  and  the  places 
and  p|orts  into  which  they  may  be  petmitted  4o 
entaTi  which  are  in  force  with  regara  to  the  citi- 
aens  or  suhjecto  of  the  eonnuy ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  oflkers  of  the  customs^  in  the  dis- 
trict where  the  said  vessels  may  be,  to  visit  them, 
to  remain  on  board,  and  to  take  such  precautions 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  all  illicit  com- 
merce while  snob  vessels  remain  within  the  said 
joriadietioa. 

AuT.  8.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  the  v^tsielsofDoe 
of  the  contracting  parties,  entering  the  ports  of 
the  other,  shall  be  permitted  to  discharge  a  part 
only  of  their  cargoes,  whenever  the  captain  or 
owner  shali  desire  so  to  do,  and  they  shall  be  al- 
lowed IO  depevt  freely  with  the  remainder,  with- 
ottt  pnying  any  duties,  imposts,  or  charces  what- 
soever, except  on  that  past  which  shali  have  been 
Winded,  and  which  shall  be  madted  aad  noud  on 
the  list  or  manifest  containing  the  enomeration 
of  the  aierohandise  which  the  vessel  ought  to  have 
on  board,  and  which  list  ought  always  to  be  pie* 
seated,  without  reservation,  to  the  officers  of  the 
customs  at  the  place  whem  tlie  vessel  shall  have 
arrived ;  and  nothing  shall  be  paid  oa  the  part  of 
the  cargo  which  the  vessels  takeaway ;  and  the 
said  yessel  may  proceed  therewith  to  any  other 
port  or  ports  in  the  same  aountry,  into  which 
vessels  of  the  most  favored  nations  are  permitted 


to  eater,  and  there  dispose  of  the  same ;  or  the 
said  vessel  may  <epart  therewith  to  the  ports  of 
any  other  country.  It  is,  however,  understood, 
that  the  duties,  imposts,  or  charges,  which  are 
payable  on  the  vessel  itself,  ooffht  to  be  paid  at 
the  first  port  where  it  breaks  bulk  and  discbsjrges 
a  part  of  the  caigo^  and  that  no  such  duties  or 
impositions  shgU  be  again  demanded  in  the  porls 
of  the  same  country  where  the  said  vessel  may 
ithereafter  enter»  except  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  he  sufctiected  to  further  duties  in  the  seme 
circnmstances. 

Abt.  9.  The  citis^as  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
cootractiag  parties  shall  enjov  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  as  well  for  their  veseels  as  for  their  mar- 
chaadise,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  entrepot 
which  ace  enjoyed  by  tbe  most  favored  nations 
in  tbe  sam^  ports. 

AaT.  10.  In  oase  any  vessel  belonging  to 
either  of  the  twio  Slates,  or  to  their  citifceos  or 
subjects,  sball  be  stranded,  shipwrecked,  or  have 
sudared  any  other  damage  on  toe  coasts  under. the 
dominion  of  either  of  the -parties,  aUnid  and  ae- 
sistance  shall  bcf  ivenfto.the  persoasshipwrecked, 
or  who  may  be  in  danger  thereof,  and  psAsporUa 
shnU  he  granted  them  to  retoin  to  their  own 
conotry.  The  ships  and  merchandise  wrecked, 
or  the  prooeeds  thensof,  if  thaefiecu  be  sold,  being 
claimed  in  n  yepr  and  a  dny  bv  the  owners  or 
their  attorney,  shall  be  restored,  on  pnying  the 
same  coat s  of  salvage,,  conformablv  to  the  lams 
and  usages  of  the  two  nations,  whicn  the  citiMMis 
or  subjects  of  the  country  would  pay  in  thosame 
circumstances*  The  respective  .Uoveramnnu 
shali  wsaieh  over  (he  companies  which  aro  or  asAy 
be  instituted  for  saving  shipwrecked  persons  and 
property,  that  .vmtatlons  and  abuses  may  not  mfce 
place. 

AUT.  11.  It  is  9^t^^  that  vessels  arriving  di- 
rect from  Jthe  United  States  at  a  port  under  the 
dominion  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  end 
Norway,  or  from  the  porto  of  his  said  Majestv  in 
Europe  at  n  port  of  tbe  United  States,  furnished 
with  a  certificate  of  health  from  the  competent 
he^th  officer  of  the  port  whence  they  took  the^ 
departure,  certifying  that.no  malignant  or  conta- 
gious disease  existed  at  that  port,  shall  not  be 
subjected  to  eny  other  quarantine  than  such  as 
shall  be  aecessftry  for  the  visit  of  the  health  officer 
of  the  port  at  which  they  may  have  arrived ;  but 
shall,  after  such  visit,  be  permitted*  immediately 
to  enter  and  discharge  th^ir  cargoes:  ProeJdeo, 
dkpQ^i  That  theift  may  not  be  foitnd  any  j[;erM>n 
on  board  who  has  been, during  the  voyage,  afflicted 
with  a  malignant  or  contagious  disease,  and  that 
the  country  from  which  the  vessel  comes  may  not 
be  so  generaUf  f fgarded  at  the  time  as  infected 
or  suspected  that  it  has  been  previously  necessary 
to  issue  a  regulation  by  which  all  vessels  coming 
from  that  country  are  regarded  as  suspected,  and 
subjected  to  quarantine* 

Abt.  18.  The  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
concluded  at  Paris,  in  1783^  by  the  Plenipoten« 
tiaries  df  the  United  States  and  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Sweden,  is  renewed  and  put  in  force 
by  the  present  treaty,  in  respeet  to  all  whioh  is 
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eoniitiDed  Id  the  second,  fifth,  ftiitb,  seTench, 
eighth,  oioth,  tenth,  elerench.  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  leTenteenthiei^h- 
teentb,  nineteenth,  twenty-first,  twentf-second, 
twenty-third,  and  twenty-fifth  articles  of  the  said 
treaty,  as  well  as  the  separate  articles  one,  two, 
four,  and  five,  which  were  signed  the  same  day 
by  the  same  Plenipotentiaries;  and  the  articles 
specified  shall  be  considered  to  have  as  foil  force 
and  vigor  as  if  tbey  were  inserted  word  for  word : 
Provided^  nevertkileUf  That  the  stipulations  con*- 
taioed  in  the  articles  above  mentioned  shall  al- 
ways be  considered  as  making  no  change  in  the 
conventions  nrevlonsly  conclnded  with  other 
friendly  and  allied  nations. 

Aat.  13.  Considering  th6  distance  of  the  re- 
spective countries  of  the  two  high  contracting 
parties,  and  the  uncertainty  that  results  therefrom 
in  relation  to  the  various  events  which  may  take 
place,  it  is  acreed  that. a  merchant  vessel  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  destined 
to  a  port  supposed  to  be  blockaded  at  the  time  of 
her  departure,  shall  not,  howerer,  be  captured  or 
condemned  for  having  a  firat  time  attempted  to 
enter  the  said  port,  unless  it  may  be  proved  that 
the  said  vessel  could  and  ought  to  have  learned, 
on  her  paissage,  that  the  place  in  question  con- 
tiaued  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  but  ressels 
which,  after  having[  been  once  turned  away,  shall 
attempt  a  second  time,  during  the  same  voyage, 
to  enter  the  same  port  of  the  enemy,  while  the 
Moiekade  continues,  shall  be  liable  to  detention 
and  condemnation. 

Aet.  14.  The  present  treaty,  when  the  same 
ahall  have  been  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
aent  of  the  Senate,  and  by  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Sweden  and  Norway,  shall  continue  in  force, 
and  be  obligatory  on  the  United  Slates  and  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  for 
the  term  of  eight  years  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed in  eight  mouths  from  the  signature  of 
this  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  ftiith  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  present  treaty,  and  nave  there- 
unto set  the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  Stock- 
holm, the  fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  Qrace  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

jdNA.  RUSSELL, 

LB  COMTK  D'fiNGBSTROM, 

LE  COMTB  A.  QiDE  MORNfilR. 


NBirrRAL  OBLIGATIONS. 

[Communicated  to  Congross,  December  S6, 1810.J 

7b  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

UepttHuMdteB  oftke  UhUed  filtofet  .* 

It  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  hav^  not  the 
efficacy  necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  United  Sutes  as  a  nation  at  peace 
cowwde  belligeMnt  parties,  and  other  unlawftil 


acts  on  the  high  seas,  by  armed  TesscU  eqaippl 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

With  a  Tiew  Co  maintain  -  more  eflReetoaUy  ft 
respetet  doe  to  the  laws,  to  the  cfaarwcter,  and  n 
the  neutral  and  pacific  relaiioos  of  the  Dahti 
States,  I  recommend  to  the  coosldcratioa  if  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  such  farther  legahtire 
provisions  as  nutj  be  requisite  for  defkunisf  res- 
seb  actually  equipped,  or  in  a  coone  of  tfef- 
meni,  with  a  warlike  force,  with i a  the  joHsdR- 
tion  pf  the  United  States;  or,  as  the  ease  oaaf  te, 
for  obtaining  from  the  owners  or  eoorauodenif 
such  vessels  adequate  securities  against  the  abaa 
of  their  armaments,  with  the  exeepcioos  in  sack 
provisions  proper  for  the  cases  of  merehaat  nt 
sels  furnished  with  the  defensire  armaaaeots  ussd 
on  distant  and  dangerous  espe«KtJoasy  and  of  i 
private  commerce  in  military  stores  jiermitted  fey 
our  laws,  and  which  the  law  of  nauoas  does  est 
require  tne  United  States  to  prohihiL 

JAMSS  MADISON. 

DsoBHuni  86^  1816. 


[The  IbUowing  documents^  relatiBg  to  the  sabgacl  ts> 
feiTod  to  in  the  above  Message,  were  laid  htfan  thi 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Ponythv  OhaiiBSB 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.] 

Mr.  Fcnjftk  to  ike  iSSecretery  of  .Stele. 

Jaituarv  1, 1817. 
Sia:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Oooaaaitict  of 
J^reign  Relations  to  inqaire  what  ioformausi 
has  been  given  to  the  Uepartmeat  of  State  d 
violations,  or  ioteaded  violatioaa,  of  the  ncainl 
obligations  of  ihe  United  Siatea  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers, bj  the  arming  and  equipment  <^  Tesseb  d 
war  in  our  ports;  what  prosecutloos  have  (wet 
commenced  under  the  existing  laws  to  prsvest 
the  commiasioo  of  such  offences ;  what  penoas 
prosecuted  have  been  discharged,  io  cooseqoeace 
of  the  defects  of  the  laws  now  la  foree  ;  aed  the 

g articular  proWsions  that  have  been  fooad  iasef* 
cient,  or  for  the  want  of  which  persons  deserr- 
inff  puniahmeat  haTO  escaped. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^bc 

JOHN  FORsrrfl; 

Chairman  Com.  jFbngya  JMoiumM. 
Hon.  Jaiwo  Monuob. 


Seereiar^  qf  Stote  to  Mr.  FersyfJk. 

DaPABTMnaT  op  Statb, 
Jammarp  6, 1817. 

Sta:  Having  oommunieated  to  yoo,  verbally, 
the  information  asked  for  by  your  letter  of  the  Itf 
instant,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  last  ioqatry 
it  contains,  1  have  now  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  provisions  necessary  to  make  the  laws  effee- 
tual  against  httin^  out  armed  vessels  in  our  ports, 
for  the  purpose  of  hostile  crnisiog,  seem  to  be* 

Isu  That  they  should  be  laid  under  bond  eoc  lo 
violate  the  treaties  of  the  Uniled  Siaies,  or  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  under  theiiwof 
nations,  in  all  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  sns* 
pect  such  a  purpose  on  foot,  including  the  cases 
of  Teiaeis  taking  oa  board  arms  and  munitions  cf 
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Neutral  ObligaUom» 


'vrmr,  mp|4icAl»lf  to  ihe  eqiiipmeot  and  armtiiAeot 
of  sucb  resseis^  subscqoeot  to  their  departure. 

2d.  To  iorest  tbe  collectors,  or  other  rerenue 
officers  where  there  are  oo  collectors,  with  power 
to  seize  aod  detain  vessels  voder  ciroumstaoces 
iodicatioff  strong  presumption  of  an  intended 
breach  of  the  law :  the  detention  to  take  place 
until  the  order  of  the  Executive,  on  a  full  repre- 
seoiaiion  of  the  facta  had  thereupon,  can  be  ob- 
taioed.  The  statute  book  contains  analo|[oiu 
powers  to  this  above  suggested.  (See  particu- 
larly the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  April  25, 180a) 

The  existing  laws  do  not  go  to  this  extent. 
They  do  not  authorize  the  demand  of  security  in 
any  shape,  or  any  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
magistracy  as  a  preventive,  where  there  is  rea- 
soo  to  suspect  an  intention  to  commit  the  offence. 
They  rest  upon  the  general  footing  of  punishing 
the  offence  merelf  where,  if  there  &  full  evidence 
of  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  crime,  the  party 
IS  handed  over,  after  the  trial,  to  the  penalty  de* 
nottoced.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAM£S  MONROE. 
Hod  Jobu  FonsTTfl, 

Quarman  Com,  Foreign  Bdatume* 


Secretary  of  State  to  Mr,  Foreyth. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 
January  10, 1817. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  letter  which  (wrote 
to  you  on  the  6ih,  in  reply  to  the  one  which  you 
wrote  to  me  on  the  1st  iostaat,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state,  that  information  has  been  received  at 
this  Department,  from  various  sources,  that  ve»« 
seU  have  been  armed  and  equipped  in  our  ports 
for  the  purpose  of  cruising  against  the  commerce 
of  nations  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and 
no  doubt  is  entertained  that  this  information  was 
in  some  instances  correct.  The  owners  of  these 
vessels  have,  however,  generally  taken  care  so  to 
conceal  these  armaments  and  equipments,  and 
the  objecu  of  them,  as  to  render  ii  extremely 
difficult,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  prevent 
or  punish  this  infraction  of  the  law.  It  has  been 
represented*— 

Isu  That  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States^  or  foreignera,  have  been  armed 
and  equipped  in  uur  pons,  aod  have  cleared  out 
(rom  our  custom-houses,  as  merchaiii  vessels; 
and,  after  touching  at  other  ports,  have  hoisted 
the  flag  of  some  of  the  beUigerents,  and  cruised 
under  it  against  the  commerce  of  nations  in  amity 
with  the  United  States. 

2dly.  That  in  other  instances,  other  vessels^ 
armed  and  equipped  in  our  ports,  have  hoisted 
such  flags  after  clearing  t>ut  and  getting  to  sea, 
and  have,  in  like  manner,  cruised  against  the 
commerce  of  nations  in  amity  with  the  United 
States,  extendiog  their  depredations,  in  a  few 
eases,  to  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates. 

3dly.  Tbat  io  other  instances,  foreign  vessels 
have  entered  the  pons  of  the  United  States,  and, 
availing  themselves  of  the  piiyileges  allowed,  by 


our  Saws,  have,  in  various  modes,  augmented 
their  armaments,  with  pretended  commercial 
views ;  have  taken  on  board  citizens  of  the  Ud(- 
ted  States,  as  passengers,  who,  on  their  arrival  at 
neutral  ports,  have  assumed  the  character  of  offi- 
cers and^  solaters  in  the  service  of  some  of  the 
parties  in  the  contest  now  prevailing  in  our 
southern  hemisphere. 

loformation,  founded  upon  these  representa- 
tions, has  from  time  to  time  been  given  to  the 
attorneys  and  collectors  of  the  respective  districts 
in  which  the  armaments  are  stated  to  have  been 
made;  but,  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  evidence  to  establish  facts  on  which 
the  law  would  operate,  few  prosecutions  have 
been  instituted. 

In  reply  to  your  secoud  inquiry.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  communication  from  tne  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the 
case  or  the  ^'American  Blagle,"  and  to  the  papers 
enclosed  herewith.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Joaic  Forsttb, 

Chairman  Com.  Foreign  BekUume, 


Bairaet  of  a  letter  from  Jekn  Diek,  Eeg.,  Attorney 

of  tke  United  Statee  for  the  dietriet  of  Lonkima, 

to  tke  Soeretary  of  State,  dated 

March  1, 1816. 

Attempu  to  violate  the  laws,  by  fitting  out  and 
arming,  and  by  augmenting  the  force  of  vessels, 
have  no  doubt  been  frequent;  but  certainly  ivoo 
instance  successful,  except  where  eondueted  un- 
der circumstances  of  cooeeaiment  that  eluded 
dsseovery,  and  almost  suspicion ;  or  where  carried 
on  at  some  remote  part  of  the  coast,  beyond  iha 
reach  of  detection  or  discovery.  In  every  tn- 
staace  where  it  was  known  that  these  illegal 
acts  were  attempting,  or  where  it  was  afterwarda 
diaeovered  that  they,  had  been  committed,  the 
persofts  engaged,  as  far  as  they  were  knowUf 
have  been  prosecuted,  while  the  vessels  fitted  out< 
or  attempted  to  be  fitted  out,  have  been  seized 
aod  libelled  under  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June, 
1794;  and  when  captures  have  been  made  by  ves- 
sels thus  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  which  theiv 
force  was  atigmented  or  increased  within  our 
wmters,  where  the  property  taken  was  brought 
within  our  jurisdiction,  or  even  found  upon  the 
high  sens  by  our  cruisers  and  brought  in,  it  haa 
been  reatored  to  the  origiaal  Spanish  owners,  and, 
in  some  iiutances,  damages  awarded  against  the 
captors. 

An  enumeFation  of  the  casee  in  which  indi* 
viduals  have  been  proeeeuted  for  infringing,  or 
attempting  to  infringe,  our  neutrality,  in  aid  of 
the  Governments  of  New  Spain,  and  in  which* 
vessels  have  been  seized  ami  libelled,  under  the 
act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  vessels  and  property  restored  to  the  oriffi- 
nal  SfMinish  owners,  (connning  the  whole  to  the 
operations  of  the  year  commencing  March,  181fi^ 
and  endiuff  February,  1816,)  will  show  mam 
cODclusively,  perhaps,  than  anything  else  can, 
how  totally-  wiihoui  foundation  jare  the  com^ 
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plaints,  and  how  misplaced  ar^  the  assertidns  of 
the  Minister  of  Spain  on  this  head. 

The  nam«s  of  the  indhldaab  pioseoated  in  the  dis- 
trict coart  of  the  United  States  for  the  Louisiana 
district,  daring  the  yeer  1816,  for  violmting,  or  at- 
tempttng  to  ▼iolate,  the  neutralitj  of  the  Umted 
States,  in  aid  of  the  Governments  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  New  Grenada,  and  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  Mexico. 
Jos6  Alvarry  Toledo,   .      Romain  Very, 
Julius  Cassar  Amigooe,      Pierre  Lamesoo, 
Vincent  Gamble,  Bernard  Bourden. 

John  Robinson, 


List  of  vessels  Ubelled  for  iUegal  outfits  of  the  same 
Governments  during  the  same  period. 

Brig  Flora  Americana,  restored. 
Schooner  Presidente,  condemned. 
Schooner  Petit  Melan,  condemned- 
Schooner  General  Bolivar,  disconcinitfed. 
Schooner  £ttgeuen,  aliajii  Indiana,  condemned. 
Schooner  Two  Brotheia,  restored. 

Snumeration  of  vessels  and  pronertj  brought  within 
the  Louiriana  district,  capturea  under  the  flags  and 
hf  authority  of  the  Governments  of  New  Grenada 
and  of  Mezioo,  libelled  on  the  part  of  the  original 
Qfnkh  owneiik  and  Mitoved  npsn  the  gHHUid  that 
the  capettrlng  vessels  had  beenntted  out  and  armed, 
or  had  their  force  augOMBlad)  withiat  the  walara  of 
thv  United  Stotaa. 

1.  Schooner  Cometa,  reatored  April,  181& 
8.  Schooner  Dorada,  proceeds  reatored  IMi 
May,  1815^  93,050. 

3.  Schooner  Amiable  Maria,  93,860. 

4.  Schooner  Biperimento,  reatored  3d  AogosC 

5.  The  polaere  brif^  De  Regla  and  cargo,  pro- 
•aeds  restored  16ih  December,  1816^  919,209  50. 

6.  Schooner  Alerta*  and  car|po,  being  the  pro- 
oeeds  of  the  capture  of  ahout  eighteen  annH  Tea- 
aals.  restored  18ih  December,  1811^  968,160  06. 

Damagea  mwacdod    to  the    ori^nal   owaera 

Sinst  the  captors  is  tha  two  forcfotng  eaaea, 
i«aT8  09. 

7.  Cargo  of  the  achoooer  Petit  Melan,  lostored 
Ist  ii^bruary»  1816, 98,444  31. 

8.  C^rgo  of  the  schooner  Praaideota,  1st  Feb« 
niary,  1816,  $10,931  16. 

9»  Schooner  Santa  Ritor  and  eafgo,  restored 
lat  February,  1816,  937,968  94. 

The  piecedtfig  aceoant  of  Spanish  property  re* 
acored  to  the  original  proprietors,  after  being  in 
the  posaasaion  of  tbe  enemies  of  SpaiOt  i*  defeo- 
iiee,  iaasmiieh  aa  it  does  not  oomprahend  the 
whole  of  the  cases  of  restoration  that  bare  taken 
plaoa  within  the  period  to  which  ihe  detail  is 
oooftaed.  The  tery  haaty  manner  in  which  I 
hare  mnde  thia  commamtcation  did  not  admit  of 
a  BMie  accurate  statement.  The  prtncipeleaaaa, 
howe? er,  are  included  in  ic 

In  aererai  other  caaas,  where  the  property  waa 
claimed  for  the  original  Spanish  owners,  the 
ekims  were  diamiasd,  because  it  did  not  appear 
that  any  viohtiioQ  of  our  neatraiity  had  taken 
plao^  The  capturing  reaMla  wete  net  armed, 
nor  waa  their  Ibiee  sogmeated  within  our  jatia* 
diction,  nor  had  tho  cnptuaM  keen  made  withhi 


a  marine  leagoe  of  otfr  shore.  The  priaeiffa 
that  guided  the  decisions  of  the  eoort,  ns  wc&ia 
restoring  the  properlf  capcnred,  where  onr  b» 
iral  means  had  been  osed,  aa  in  dedtsing  all  ii- 
terference  where  that  was  not  the  cnae,  maai/ot 
I  think,  a  disposition  to,  and  an  exereiaesC  the 
most  rigid  neutrality  between  the  ponies. 

If  the  whde  of  this  letter  ia  not  an  aetef«- 
pererogation,  to  dwell  longer  upon  those  psmtf 
the  correspondence  of  the  Cnemlier  De  Oia 
If hich  relate  to  Louisiana  wOnld  nt  leutbe* 
considered. 


Mr.  Glenn  to  ihe  Secrdary  ^SUtU. 

BaltiwobC;  SepL  7, 1816. 
Sir:  Immediately  npoa  the  receipt  of  yow 
letters  of  the  16tb  of  Aogoat,  I  ohtnined  from  eke 
collector  of  this  port  an  affidnTic,  atatiag  that 
Thomas  Taylor  had,  ia  April  last,  swera  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  the  United  Smi^,  wa4^  as  such, 
bad  cleared  ooi  the  schooner  Aee^  which  re»> 
sel  the  collector  alao  declared,  on  oath,  he  be- 
liered  to  have  cmlaed  agminst  the  resstU  oC  the 
King  of  Spain  since  that  time.  Upon  Wk^  air 
darit,  an  intelligent  justice  of  the  penee  of  this 
city,  well  disposed,  upon  the  score  of  poUtietl 
feeling,  to  do  as  mveh  as  justice  reqaired  towards 
the  punishment  of  Taylor  for  his  condaet,  isacd 
a  warrant,  bj  rirtue  of  which  Taylor  was  tmst- 
ed.  Opon  its  retmrn,  I  appeared  before  the  ju- 
tiee,  (whose  name  ke  John  Doa^erty ,)  and  pn- 
aenled  all  the  documents  which  were  aent  to  m 
in  company  with  your  letter,  which  were  retd 
and  received  aa  eridence  by  him.  I  also  caused 
a  sailor,  who  had  served  on  board  the  Romp,8o4 
who  was  at  that  time  ia  hospital  at  thia  plaee,  ts 
be  snmmoaed,  aa  also  the  editor  of  the  ^  Aneri- 
can"  newspaper,  in  which  TayloHSa  letter  liad 
appeared,  bearing  date  at  **'  Baltimore,  the  lOik  of 
July,  1816;**  all  of  whom  were  emmioed,  oa 
oath,  before  the  justice.  The  sailor  waa  cautiooed 
not  to  criminate  himself,  upon  which  he  refosei 
to  awiwer  aay  qneatioa.  Mr.  Mnrphy,  one  of  iht 
editors  of  the  Americaa,  dedared,  on  oaih,  thnt 
he  had  no  aniherity  whatever  from  Tnjm  to 
publish  the  letter  which  bore  hh  aigomittrty  but 
that  he  had  taken  the  aame,  cf  his  own  accord, 
as  an  article  of  intettigence,  from  a  newspaper 
printed  in  Charleston.  I  wu  not,  yoa  will  pe^ 
ceive,  ii^  the  slightest  degree  aanated  in  my  case 
by  the  examination  of  these  witntsaca,  I,  how* 
ever,  urged  before  the  jastice  that  the  depositiom 
laid  a  sumcieotgronad  of  probable  caase  of  sm* 
picion  against  Aylor,  when  connected  with  the 
affidavit  of  the  coUecior.  I  abo  prodaced  some 
authority  to  show  that  Tajrlor  onght  to  be  con- 
mitted.  Whereapon  the  joaiiee  deaired  untd 
yesterday  morning  to  consider  apon  the  case,  mni 
requested  that  the  marshal  might  be  preseet  at 
the  time  of  his  decision,  which  accordingly  (vok 
place.  The  justice  has,  not  withalanding  all  ikeae 
circumstances,  actually  discharaed  Tavlor,  upon 
the  ground,  as  he  states,  that  he  coold  not  &nd 
there  was  any  probable  eanse  to  believe  he  wat 
eoaeeiMd  wiU^  or  advieed  BfoiM  Finh^  an  eoas- 
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mtt  the  mett  of  pintey  which  were  eoflimitted  by 
him  on  h»  ftie  cruise,  and  as  Taylor  nerer  was 
on  bokrd  the  Romp  fh>m  the  time  she  left  J3alti- 
more.  Thoa  ended  thb  ease,  as  far  as  l  faaTe 
gone. 

Judge  Houston  will  be  here  in  one  or  two  days 
CO  hold  a  district  court.  Upon  his  arriTal,  I  shall 
by'  alt  the  proofs  before  him,  and  claim  from 
him  a  warrant,  which  I  presume  he  will  gtant 
wichoot  hesitation,  the  issue  of  which  shall  be 
communicated  to  you  without  delay. 

As  the  editors  of  the  American  and  Patriot  tell 
me  they  copied  the  letter  written  by  Taylor, 
hearing  date  the  10th  of  July,  1816,  from  the  8a- 
▼animh  Republican  or  the  Charleston  Patriot, 
Uttleaa  I  can  procure  the  testimony  of  one  of  these 
editors  to  prove  that  Taylor  actually  gare  them 
thart  letter  for  publication,  I  do  not  see  how  he  is 
to  be  itepiicafed  criminally  vHth  Fisk.  If  Jud^ 
Houston  should  take  cognisance  of  the  case,  I 
wiJi,  at  all  erents,  be  ^lad  to  hare  the  witnesses 
who  were  exammed  m  Virginia  here  on  the  7th 
of  Norember  next,  to  give  efidenee  before  the 
grand  jury  which  wiH  be  summoned  to  attend 
the  circuit  court. 

In  this  ease,  there  are  a  Tariety  of  circuni' 
etaoeea  tending  to  show  Taylor's  co*^operatlon 
with,  aud  assistance  to,  Pisk ;  but  none,  I  fear, 
sufficiently- conclusire  to  convict  him,  unless  we 
can  prove  the  authenticity  of  his  letter  of  in- 
atmctiona,  which  can  only  be  done  by  procuring 
his  orders  to  publish  his  last  letter,  wnich  admits 
the  authentfetty  of  the  first. 

I  enclose  to  yon  four  letters  which  have  been 
lately  received  by  me  from  the  Spanish  Consul 
here,  aa  aho  rttv  answer  to  them.  I  shall  b^  happy 
to  hear  that  I  have,  in  all  these  affairs,  acted  in 
aueb  a-irrantter  as  to  meet  your  approbation. 
,  I  have  the  honor,  ftc., 

BLIAO  GLENN. 

Hon.  JaUeb  MoifROB, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN— DEPORTATION  OF 

8LAVBB. 

[Commimicited  to  the  Senate,  Pebmary  7,  1817.] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  28lh  of  last  month. 

JAMRS  MADISON. 

February  7^  1817,   . 


■V*i 


DaFAaTHSNT  09  Stats,  fV6.  ^  1817. 

The  Secretary  of  SttKe,  to  whom  has  been  re* 
ferred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of 
last  month,  requesting  the  President  to  catrse  to 
he  laid  hefore  the  Senate  such  iirformatioa  as  he 
may  poosess  touching  the  eiecotion  of  so  much 
of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity  between  His  firitannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  State  df  America  it  relatea  to  the  reati« 


tution  of  slaves,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
President  the  accompanying  papers,  marked  A, 
B,  Cj  D,  and  B,  as  containing  all  the  information 
in  this  department  supposed  to  be  called  for  by 
the  said  resolution. 
AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROB. 


A. 

Etttraet  of  a  tetter  flvm  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ift*. 

Adame,  dated 

Mat  11,  1815. 
I  au  sorry  to  have  to  sute  that  the  British 
naval  commanders  have  construed  the  stipalatbn 
in  the  treaty  not  to  carry  off  with  their  forces  4he 
slaves  whom  they  had  taken  from  our  eitiaentf 
differently  from  this  Goviemment.  My  corres* 
poodeuce  with  Mr.  Baker,  of  which  a  oopy  it 
etielostdj  will  showihe  ground  of  this  difference, 
which  appears  to  be  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  has  excited  surprise  that  it 
should  have  existed ;  and  still  greater  that  the 
British  offifeers  should  have  actra  on  their  oon* 
structioo,  by*  removing  the  slaves  in  question. 
Mr.  Baker  makea  a  disttnetion  between  thealavea 
who  Were  in  Brltiah  ships^f-war  in  our  watersi 
and  those  who  were  ia  the  posu  held  by  their 
forces  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tioae  of  the  treaty,  but  I  think  without  reason, 
h  seems- to  have  beau  the  intentioa  of  the  par- 
ties^ and  to  be  the  clear  import  of  the  article,  that 
they  should  carry  off  ao  slaves  that  were  then 
withiff  our  limlta.  They  were  aa  much  in  the 
posaesaioft  and  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
comoMindara  in  the  forte,  or  other  plaaesheld  br 
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their  croopa  on  the  land^  aa  4a  their 
waa  ai  much  a  carrying  away  in  theoueinstauee 
aa  in  the  other;  and  the  injury  to  the  promietora 
of  the  alvvea  was  the  same.    In  shorty  1  see  tf9 

Kinnd  for  such  a  diatiaetioa.  The  United  Statei 
ve  a  right  either  to  the  restitution  of  all  theae 
slaves,  or  te  compensation  for  their  loas«  I  shall 
forward  to  yoo,  without  delay,  a  list  of  theae  thus 
removed,  with  an  estimate  of  their  value;  the 
payment  of  whieh,  if  the  alavea  themaehrea  arU 
nut  restored,  yon  will  claim  of  the  Britkh  Gow 
ernmeut. 


[Eadosad  in  the  pieoading.] 

The  SeeretarvofStaU  to  ih.  Bakar,  Ckargd^JMdm 
of  Uie  BrUamUe  Mti^eet^. 

Anttb  1,  1815. 
Sir  :  I  regret  to  baVe  to  sUte  that  the  Com^ 
manders  of  His  Briunnic  Majesty's  naval  forcea' 
in  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  Cumberland  islaodi 
and  other  islands  off  the  southern  Coast,  have 
construed  the  stipulation  in  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  lately  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Gkeat  Britain,  very  differently 
from  what  is  thonght  to  be  a  just  construction  m 
it  by  this  Government.  They  comprise  slaves^ 
and  other  private  property,  under  the  same  regu^* 
latiott  with  artillery,  and  other  public  propertyi 
and  eouteud  that  noae  ought  to  be  restoied  aa> 
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eept  such  as  were,  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratificatioos  of  the  treaty,  in  the  forts  and 
places  where  they  were  origioally  taken. 

By  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  it  is  stipulated 
^*that  afi  territory,  places,  and  possessions  what- 
soever, taken  from  either  party  by  the  other  du- 
ring the  warj  or  which  maj  be  taken  after  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without 
delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction  or 
carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  pub* 
lie  property  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts 
or  places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  latiftcaiions  of  this  treaty,  or 
any  slaves  or  other  private  property." 

A  very  obvioua  distinction  exists  between  pri- 
vate and  public  property ;  and  there  oiay  m  a 
strong  and  obvious  motive  for  destroying  the  one, 
when  there  can  be  none  for  destroying  the  other. 
It  frequently  happens,  in  surrendering  territory 
by  a  treaty  of  peace,  that  the  party  withdrawing 
stipulates  a  right  to  destroy  the  fortifications  in 
its  possession,  and  to  carry  away  or  destroy  the 
artillery  and  munitions  of  war  in  them  ;  but  it  is 
believed  that  no  example  can  be  found  of  a  stip- 
vlation  to  authorize  the  destruction  of  private 
property  of  any  kind,  especiail  v  slaves.  Squally 
atrange  would  a  stipuktion  be  not  to  destroy 
them. 

.  The  terms  of  the  article  preserve  (his  distinc- 
tion between  public  and  private  property  in  a 
guarded  manner.  All  territory,  places,  and  poo- 
aesstons,  with  a  particular  exception,  shall  be  re- 
stored, without  destroying  or  carrying  away  any 
of  the  artillery  or  other  public  property  originally 
captured  ia  the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which 
remain  there  upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications. 
So  far  the  stipulation  acts  upon  proper  subjects, 
and  conforms  to  usage.  Extend  it  to  slaves  and 
other  private  property,  and  how  inconsistent  and 
unnatural  the  application  I  Had  it  been  intended 
t<^  put  slaves  and  other  private  property  on  the 
aame  ground  with  artillery  and  other  poblic  prop- 
erty, the  terms  ^originally  captored  in  the  said 
foris  or  placesi  and  which  shall  remain  thereia  on 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty," 
would  have  followed  at  the  end  of  the  sentence, 
after  ^slaves  and  other  private  property."  in 
that  case,  both  interests,  the  public  and  the  pri- 
vate, would  have  been  subject  to  the  same  re- 
straint. But,  by  separating  them  from  each  other, 
and  putting  the  restrictive  wordsimmediataly  after 
<*ariiUery  and  other  public  property,"  it  shows 
that  it  was  iolended  to  confine  their  operation  to 
chose  objects  only,  excluding  from  it  "*  slaves  and 
other  private  property*^ 

Other  consequences,  eqMally  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  and  equity  of  the  article,  would  follow 
from  the  construction  civen  of  it  by  the  British 
naval  commanders.  If  the  slaves  and  other  pri* 
vate  property  are  placed  on  the  same  footiAg  with 
artillery  and  other  public  property,  the  conse- 
quence must  be  that  all  will  be  carried  away.  It 
is  believed  that  none  of  the  slaves  were  taken  in 
foru  or  other  places  where  the  British  troops  hap- 
pened to  be  it  the  exchaogp  of  the  lati&ca^ipas 


of  the  treaty.  By  far  the  greater  nasnber,  if  ast 
the  whole,  were  taken  from  proprietors  iohakit- 
ing  I  he  country  bordering  on  the  buys  uod  rires 
which  empty  into  the  Atlantic.  Am  thi»  Uu 
was  well  known  to  the  Commissioaers  of  boi^  as- 
tiotts,  it  furnishes  a  conclusive  armonent  staiosi 
the  construction  contended  for  by  the  British 
naval  commanders,  it  cannot  be  believed  tkai 
the  Commissioners  wonld  have  ag^rced  to  a  sn^ 
lation  which  they  respectively  knew  would  ft^ 
duce  no  effect. 

In  soppostne  that  all  the  slaves  would  be  csr- 
ried  away  under  the  coastructioa  given  to  thii 
article  by  the  British  and  naval  commaad&i,  1 
have  considered  the  term  ^  place,**  in  a  qualified 
sense,  svnonymous  with  <*  fort,"  as  a  nailiiary  sta- 
tion, taken  by  the  British  forces  aad  held  by  then 
at  the  peace.  But  if  it  Is  eeiutrued  ia  a  mere  ca- 
larged  sense,  such  as  the  country  from  arhich  the 
slaves  were  taken,  none  could  be  carried  away 
even  under  that  construction.  That  if  most  be 
construed  in  this  enlarged  sense,  if  aiiyilicahle  to 
slaves  and  other  private  property,  is  obvious  fnMa 
the  consideration  that  the  act  of  taking  ihem  te> 
moved  them  from  the  places  wbere  they  were 
taken. 

The  atipulatiou  in  this  article,  an  rdatioa  te 
the  point  in  question,  by  a  fair  and  just  coastrae- 
tion,  appears  to  me  to  amount  to  ibis :  that  each 
party  shall  restore,  without  delay,  ail  the  terri- 
tory,  places,  and  possessions,  whicb  bad  haa 
taken  oy  it,  with  the  exception  of  eertsua  iriaaii; 
that  neither  shall  destroy  or  carry  away  artillery 
or  public  property,  provided  they  b^  at  the  umt 
of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  in  tbe  forts  or 
places  in  whicn  they  were  originally  captured; 
that  neither  shall  carry  away  slaves  or  other  pri- 
vate properly.  The  restraint  provided  afaisit 
the  carrying  away  of  the  latter  u  evidently  con- 
nected with  the  great  object  of  tbe  article^  the 
restoration  of  territory.  plaee%  and  powemoai, 
and  not  with  forts  and  places,  in  tbe  qualified 
sense  sunested :  in  which  sense  it  applies  to  ar- 
tillery and  other  public  property  only,  tbeordiiiarf 
and  proper  appurtenances  of  forts  and  other  milt" 
tary  po^la. 

From  every  view  wbioh  I  have  beea  able  to 
take  of  this  subject,  I  am  of  opiaioa  that  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  are  entitled  to  all  the  slaves  and  oiber 
private  property  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  forces,  within  the  Umiu  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty,  whether  they  were  ia  forte  or  British 
ships  of  war. 

Presuming  that  ^our  Government  has  instructed 
you  upon  this  subject,  and  that  it  concurs  in  this 
construction  of  the  article^  I  flatter  myself  that 
you  wiU  give  direetioas  to  tbe  British  naval  cooi* 
maiMiers  not  to  carry  awajf  any  of  the  slaves  asd 
other  private  property  which  may  thus  be  Uiilf 
claimed  by  the  United  Butes. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  MONROR. 
Ajitbqht  St.  Jobh  BiJUta/iisq.,  dbe. 
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Oreai  BrUaim^BepinUikm  tf  aUsmi. 


Mr.  Bak»  to  ib-n 

Washtrotoh^  AprU  3;  1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  hooor  to  receiTe  your  let- 
ter o{  the  1st  insiaot,  itating  that  the  commanders 
of  His  Majesty's  naval  forces  faaTe  ffiTen  a  differ- 
ent constroction  to  that  part  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  latelv  eonclnded  between 
the  two  cooatries  whicb  reutes  to  the  restoration 
of  slaTes  and  private   property  from  what  is 
thought  by  the  American  Government  to  be  its 
just  constroction,  by  mak>off  the  restriction  an- 
nexed to  the  restoration  of  artiUery  and  public 
property  likewise  apply  to  slaves  and  -private 
property  ;  at  the  same  time  expressing  yonr  opin- 
ion that  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  all  the 
slaves  «nd  other  private  property  in  possession  of 
the  British  forces  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  whe- 
ther they  were  in  forts  or  British  ships  ot  war, 
and  remiesting)  under  the  supposition  that  His 
Majesty's  Qovemment  concurred  in  4iis  con- 
stmctioB  of  the  article^  and  had  furnished  me 
with  instructions  accordingly,  that  I  would  give 
directions  to  the  naval  commanders  not  to  carry 
away  any  of  the  slaves  so  claimed  by  the  United 
Sutes. 

As  I  have  npc  received  any  communication  on 
the  subject  from  the  commander-in-chief  on  the 
American  station,  by  whose  orders  the  several 
naval  commanders  have,  no  doubt,  been  guided, 
I  am  unacquainted  with  the  grounds  on  which 
he  rests  hia interpretation  of  the  words  of  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty*  It  is,  however,  not  improb- 
able that  he  may  have  imagined  that  it  could  not 
have  been  intended  by  the  Pienipotentiarier  of 
the  two  countries  that  there  should  be  a  general 
prohibition  against  carrying  away  from  the  places 
restored  all  private  prooerty  of  every  description, 
and  to  whomsoever  belonging,  found  therein  on 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  \  and  that,  there- 
fore, as  some  limitation  must  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  case  of  private  as  well  as  public 
property,  the  restriction  attached  by  the  words 
immediately  preceding  ca  the  latter,  was  likewise 
applicable  to  the  former. 

I  regret  to  find  that,  by  the  view  taken  ef  this 
part  ofthe  ftnt  article,  the  Government  of  the  Unl« 
ted  States  claims  the  negroes,  originally  Amerl- 
caa,  on  board  the  British  ships  of  war  which  hap* 
pened  to  be  within  ^he  limits  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatioas^as 
I  do  not  conceive  that  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
shown  thai  th|s  construction  is  sanetioned  by  the 
words  of  the  article }  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
stating  my  belief,  founded  on  the  btsi  means  of 
informauoo,  that,  at  the  time  the  article  was 
framed,  it  was  meant  that  the  prohibilion  against 
carrying  away  slaves  and  private  property  should 
be  taken  in  connexion  with  the  restoration  of  ter- 
ritory, places,  and  possessions;  and  that  if  ii  had 
been  supposed  by  His  liiajesty's  Plenipotentiaries 
at  Ghent  that  the  words  were  suscepiible  of  the 
construction  now  given  to  them,  and  that  a  claim 
would  be  founded  upon  them  for  the  delivering 
up  of  persons  who  had  sought  refuge  during  th«  | 
14th  Con.  Sd.  Sisss. — ^35 


war  on  board  of  British  ships,  their  iasertioa 
would  have  been  decidedly  objected  to,  and  others 
proposed. 

Not  being,  however,  in  possession  of  any  in- 
structions from  my  Cbvernment  upon  this  sub* 
jeet,  the  only  step  which  it  is  in  my  power  to 
take  in  relation  to  it  is  to  transmit  to  BSogland, 
and  to  the  naval  comdoander-in-chief  on  this  sta- 
tion, copies  of  ypur  letter ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  reasbniog  conuined  in  it  will  in  the 
most  perfect  spirit  of  amity,  be  duly  and  consid- 
erately examined,  with  the  sincere  desire  to  give 
that  interpretation  to  the  article  in  question  which 
may  be  most  consonant  to  justice  and  to  its  true 
and  fair  meanings 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fte., 

ANTHONY  ST.  JOHN  BAKBR. 

Hon.  Jambc  MoNUon,  ^. 


B. 

Mr.  Graham  iQiktlSeeniary^fSUU. 
City  or  Wabbingtoic,  Feb.  28, 1815. 

Sib:  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  correspond^ 
ence  between  the  Commissioners  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  receive  and  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  respecting  the  public 
and  private  property  in  possession  or  the  British 
forces  within  the  Chesapeake  bay,  to  be  givea 
up  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treatv  of  Peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
Captain  John  ClaveUe.  commanding  the  British 
forces  in  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangements  therein  mad^ 
Colonel  Bayly  has  remains  to  take  an  inventory 
of  the  property  and  slaves,  and  to  endeavor  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  whom  they 
belong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c~ 

GBORGB  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Jahbb  Monrob. 


Mt99r9.  Bajfigp  Orakamt  and  Skinmr^  to  Mr.  Ckndk^ 

Scboombb  Adbluib, 
Cketapeakt  Ba^^  Fth.  23, 1815. 

Sta:  The  undersigned  Commissioners  appelat- 
ed on  the  part  of  tne  United  States  to  reeaive 
and  make  all  necessary  arran^ments  concerning 
the  property  which  may  be  m  the  possession  of 
the  lorcea  of  His  Britannic  Majestv  in  the  Ches- 
apeake, or  on  the  shores  or  islands  thereof,  and- 
whidh  is  to  be  delivered  op  and  restored,  agree- 
ably to  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Amitv  between  the  United  States  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  concluded  and  sijped  at  Ghedt^ 
on  the  d4th  day  of  December,  1814,  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you,  that,  having  exhibited  to  you 
their  powers,  they  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  and  they  take 
thu  occasion  to  observe,  that,  under  the  supula- 
tions  of  the  first  article  of  the  said  treaty,  all 
slaves,  and  other  private  property,  which  may 
now  be  in  possession  of  the  forces  oif  His  Britan- 
nic Mijesty  wiihin  ihe  Chesapeake,  are  chUmed 
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to  be  Mivered  op  forthwith,  and  that  all  auoh  as 
may  have  beea  remoTed  11000  the  17th  instaat, 
(the  day  on  which  the  exchange  of  the  rattfiea- 
liooB  of  the  treaty  took  place,)  are  daioMd  to  be 
rattorad  with  all  coarenieat  despatch. 
We  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbo., 

THO.  M.  BAYLY, 
OBORQE  ORAHABi, 
JOHN  B.  SKINNBR. 
Captain  Jobn  Clavsllb, 


Mr,  ClaveBe  to  Mutra.  Bayly ^  Graham^  amd  SStAnmr, 

H.  M.  Ship  OrjlandOi 
M  ike  Fotuxenty  Feb.  23, 1815. 

Oiwtaumm :  I  bore,  jvst  had  the  honor  of  re- 
eeiiring  yonr  comnvaivootion  of  this  day's  dote, 
statioff  that  you  are  aj^pointed,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  receive  and  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  concerning  the  property  which  may 
be  in  peasesHoo  of  the  fiiNSes  of  His  Briunnic 
Migesty  in  the  Chesapeake,  or  on  the  shores  or 
islands  thereof,  aereeably  to  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  United  Slates;  and  in  reply  I  b^  to 
atate,  that  I  understand  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty,  relative  to  private  and  pnblic  property, 
thus,  Tiz :  all  territory,  places,  and  possessions 
whatsoever,  taken  from  either  psrty  bv  the  other 
daring  the  wer,  or  which  mtty  have  been  taken 
after  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only 
the  islands  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be  restored 
without  delay,^and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
tion, or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery  or 
other  public  stores,  or  any  slaves,  or  other  private 
property  originally  captured  in  the  said  torts  or 
places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  Of  this  treaty. 

As  none  of  the  slaves  now  in  Tangier  were 
captured  there,  I  cannot  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
deliver  them  up ;  iar  less  can  I  give  up  those  now 
serving  on  board  His  Britannic  Migesty's  ships, 
as  by  entering  into  the  service  thejr.  made  them- 
belve^r  fr^e  men.  I  shall,  however,  give  directions 
that  the  ivhole  of  those  on  board  the  diflTerent 
•hips,  of  every  description,  shall  be  discharged 
imo  tills  ship  until  I  reeeire  instraetioas-from 
Boar  Admiral  Cookbaro,  to  whom  i  shall  imme- 
diately despatch  a  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

JOHN  CLAVBLLE. 

To.  Messrs.  Batlt,  Qbaham,  and  SKTNNfiR. 


by  the  ConuMasietaen  oft  tho  l^ftK  of  the 
States  and  Qreat  Britain,  and  still  rennaag 
within  the  Chesapeake,  or  on  the  shores  oriariai! 
thereof. 

As,  however,  yon  have  pot  a  coDstractiee  apsL 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which,  in  9ves^ 
mation,  the  terms  do  not  warrant,  and  difiahie 
have  arisen  in  the  execution  of  oar  trust  ^ikk 
were  not  anticipated,  it  becomes  oar  dnty  tDii 
your  co-operation  in  taking,  for  the  motind  ais- 
raction  of  our  respective  (^Temments,  an  ia?a- 
tor y  of  all  slaves  and  other  priTftte  property  wkk- 
in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  on  the  sbofe 
or  islands  thereof,  and  now  m  the  pow  session  of  Hk 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces;  that  thedifferenres 
construction  placed  upon  Hie  first  artide  of  suL 
treaty  may  be  satisfactorily  adjasted,  and  its  stip* 
ulations  executed  in  gtx>d  fkitb.  We  are  further 
satisfied  you  will  perceive  tlie  propriety  of  fm- 
nishing  us,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  se- 
thorities,  as  fiir  as  the  means  in  year  power  may 
render  it  practicable,  with  an  aeconac  of  af/  slaves 
and  other  private  property  of  eittxensof  tbeUat' 
ted  States,  which  may  have  been  removed  from 
the  Chesapeake,  or  any  of  the  shores  or  islin^ 
thereof,  since  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  tb 
treaty  j  and,  in  like  manner,  with  an  aecoonr  d 
all  artillery  or  other  public  property,  if  any,  which 
was,  on  the  date  or  the  ratification  of  tbe  wid 
treaty,  or  which  may  still  remain  within  dieibrls 
or  places  where  tbe  same  was  originally  eaptsffi 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  M.  BAYLY, 
GEORaS,  GRAHAM. 
JOHN  8.  BKINNER. 
Capt.  JoHM  Clavelle, 

Commander  H.  B.  M?$  Jorcea^  fc. 


Mmre.  Bayly,  Graham,  and  Skinner  to  Mr,  CkneUe* 

SoHooNsa  Adblinb, 
Ckeeapeake  Bay,  Feb.  8d,  1815. 
Sta:  Wo  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
Baeeipt  of  your  reply  to  our  eomroonieation  of 
this  datO)  and  regret  to  find  that  you  do  not  feel 
yoorself  at  liberty  to  deliver  op  all  slaves  and 
other  private  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  came  under  yonr  contrc^  pre- 
▼ioosly  or  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  ex- 
onanga  of  the  laUfioations  of  the  twaty  coneluded 


Mr.  Clavelle  te  ike  American  Communontn' 

H.  B»  M.  Ship  Oblah do, 

M  iki  PateuBeni,  fhb.  d4»  261$. 

CtemxEHBii :  In  reply  to  yonr  eonmonieatiet 
of  yesterday's  date,  which  I  bad  the  hooor  of  le- 
eei viag  last  evening,  1  beg  to  aiate^  that  /  do  eon- 
ceive  the  terms  of  the  firat  article  of  ike  Treaty 
of  Peace  betwtN»n  His  Britatfoie  Jis/esty  and  tbe 
United  States,  do  admit  of  theeoasiraotion  I  pat 
on  it  3^esterday  in  my  note  to  yon,  and  not  at  all 
applicable  to  the  eiaves  now  oa  Tangier  islasi 
or  those  on  board  His  Briiaanie  Majesty's  sbips 
nnder  my  command,  now  ia  ihe  Chesapeake,  itif 
not  having  been  oaptured  *' there.**  Bnt,  it  order 
that  every  thing  may  be  parl^ctly  oodemood, 
and  properly  atranged^  hereafter,  I  shall  beiaai 
happy  to  meet  yonr  wishes  for  the  mnlnal  sstb- 
faotiott  of  our  respective  Qarernments,  by  asc«^ 
taining  and  taking  aa  iaveotory  of  all  slaves,  ss4 
other  private  property  of  the  dtaeos  of  the  Vm- 
ted  States,  withia  the  waters  of  the  Chesspnie, 
of  on  the  shores  or  islands  thereof,  and  B«ir  in 
the  possession  of  His  Brttaanie  Majesty^  fwees. 

I  further  state,  for  your  information,  ttat  so 
slaves,  or  other  private  property,  kare  htes  re- 
moved from  the  Chess peake,  or  any  of  tbeikores 
or  islands  thereof,  since  the  exchange  of  the  nH- 
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ficatioa  of  th»  tieat^;  nor  hw  any  attiltery  er 
oth^rpuUie  propcftf. 

As  MOft  u  tke  weather  is.  fine  I  thall  proeted 
to  Tmgiefi  fbr  the  porpote  of  aMiatiaff  yoa  in 
takjag  an  iaTeatory  of  the  skree,  which  I  eer- 
tainlf  eanaot  think  of  cirkif  np  ontil  I  reoeire 
inatraetioas  on  that  head,  conceiving  thefdo  not 
eome  within  the  limiu  or  the  tret  article  of  the 
treaty* 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  he,  dbe. 

JOHN  CLATBLLB. 

To  the  AncaicyLir  CoMMiawoNBna. 


Jfr.  Baifljf  to  the  Sietetaryof  State. 

AccoM  AC,  AftH  IS,  1815. 

Si«:  Yesterday  Captain  CTavelle,  with  the  Or- 
lando and  Madagascar  frigatea,  and  schr.  Bream, 
sailed  from  near  Tangier  harbor  for  Bermuda.  I 
eneloae  to  yon  copies  of  my  last  latter  to  him,  aod 
his  reply,  upon  the  subject  of  the  slares  aod  other 
property,  pablic  and  priraie,  which  ooght  not  to 
have  been  carried  atray. 

I  haTO  the  honor  to  be,  itc* 

THOMAS  M.  BATLT. 


AcooMac,  AfrU  13, 1815. 

Sia :  I  am  lafoiaEKd  that  yoa  intend  to«morrow 
10  leave  the  Cheeapeake  bar,  with  the  ships  under 
yonr  command ;  and  I  wish  to  know  your  deter- 
mination respeeting  the  rwtoiattoa  of  the  slaves 
and  other  property,  pablic  and  private,  which 
were  capmred  from  the  United  States,  and  citi- 
zens theteaf,  daring  the  late  war,  and  which  were 
in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  islands 
thereof,  on  the  dajr  the  latifioation  <i£  the  Treaty 
of  Peaea  and  Amity  between  the  United  Slates 
aid  Great  Britain  was  exchanged. 

Yoa  have  Informed  me  of  y oar  visit  to^Mr. 
Bafceri  Chawi  d'Affatrea  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jeaty  at  Washington,  and  that  yon  have  received 
from  Rear  Admiral  Cockbttra  his  instructions ; 
1  mav.  therefore,  expect  yoor  final  determination, 
nad  1  hope  that  year  oenstrnetion  upon  the  first 
wiiole  or  this  Tnaty  of  Amity  in  sach,  that  the 
sla¥ea  and  other  property  eoateaq»lated  by  it  will 
.not  ba  eartled  away. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

THOMAS  M.  BAYLY. 

JoBii  Clavbllb,  Beq., 

CbmauifuKng  A  B.  M.*9  ^ps,  fc. 


H.  B.  M.  Ship  Oauof  no, 

/n  the  CkuQ^eake^  April  15, 1815. 

But:  In  reply  to  yoor  eommtinioatiQn  of  the 
13th  insunt  1  beg  leave  to  statO)  that  my  deter- 
aaination  is  not  to  restore  any  slaves,  private  or 
pablic  property,  captured  before  the  exchange  of 
the  rat^ations  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  betweea 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  my  instrttctione  from  Rear  Admiral 
Cockborn  on  that  head. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  CLAYELLB. 

To  T.  M.  Bany,  Bsq.|  die. 


C. 


ly  of  a  letter  fiom  Thomae  M.  NhweH  CapUnnof 
ta  rendbkSf  and  Thomae  Spalding,  to  ^igadkr 
General  Floyd,  dated  at 

Sapblo  Island,  March  16, 1815. 
Sin:  We  left  Darien  on  Suoday,  the  5th  Inst, 
and  arrived  at  Dongeness  at  i  o'clock  on  Monday. 
As  we  observed  British  troops  embarking,  and  as 
we  believed  maoy  slaves  and  maeh  private  pn^f- 
erty  woold  be  sent  off  with  them,  we  determined 
to  call  upon  Admiral  Cockburn  immediately,  and 
to  present  the  letters  from  General  Pinckney  an4 
yoorself,  with  our  letter  of  authority.  On  read- 
lagOeneral  Pinckney '« letter,  and  discovering  that, 
instead  of  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  from  the 
Secretary  of  Slate's  office,  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer was  enclosed.  Admiral  Cockburn  expressed 
much  surprise;  and  it  appeared,  from  his  man- 
per,  that  his  temper  was  not  a  little  ruffled  by  the 
iocidenL  lie  totally  denied  the  authority  of  a 
treaty  so  communicated  to  him.  After  remind- 
ing him  that  the  Intelliffencer  was  the  State  paper 
oT  the  United  States  for  such  purposes,  that  in 
Ungland  the  publication  of  a  treaty  in  the  Qa- 
zette  woold  be  a  proper  promulgation  oi  it,  and 
the  impossibility  that  there  would  be  of  furnisb- 
ing  to  every  detached  squadron  that  floated  upon 
the  sea  any  more  authenticated  copy,  of  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  than  the  public  papers  afforded :  theae 
were  the  ideas  brought  forward,  and  this  the  Ian- 

5uage,  with  the  exception  of  its  being  abridged. 
Ldmiral  Cockburn  still  denied  our  positions,  hot 
then  proposed  to  us  that  we  should  make  a  trans- 
cript of  the  treaty ;  that  we  should  certify  it  to  be 
a  true  copy,  and  should  present  it  to  him  as  such 
on  the  part  of  Gkneral  Pinckney  and  yourself!  As 
forms  were  no  object,  we  assented  to  this  at  once. 
The  difficulty  having;  been  got  over,  we  thought 
it  proper  to  enter  immediately  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  our  mission,  and  requested  to  know  of 
Admiral  Cockburn  what  public  property  taken  at 
Point  Petre,or  at  St.Msry's,remaiBed  upon  Cum- 
berland island,  in  th^  ships  near  Duogeness,  or  in 
the  ships  then  lying  in  the  sound,  of  which  there 
were  many;  some  of  these  ships  taken  at  St 
Mary's,  and  there  loaded  with  property  taken  ai 
the  same  place*  ^ 

As  we  had  no  instructions  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  restitution  we  should  demand,  and  were  left 
to  our  own  jodgmeat  on  the  occasion,  we  dete^- 
fflined  to  adopt  the  same  rule  in  regard  to  private 
property  and  to  slaves  that  we  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  public  property.  We,  therefore^  demanded 
all  the  slaves  and  private  property,  or  every  de- 
scription, taken  or  received  at  Uumoerland  island, 
at  St.  Mary's,  or  St.  Simon's,  and  which  were 
then  on  Cumberland  island,  or  lying  in  the  waters 
contiguous  to  the  same,  on  board  his  ships,  or 
which  had  been  there  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  by  the  President  of  the  Uoitad 
States ;  and,  in  making  this  demand,  we  were  hap- 
py to  find  that  a^ great  portion  of  the  public  and 
prifate  property,  and  almost  all  the  slaves  taken 
or  received  since  the  British  forces  had  been  oper- 
ating in  Georgiai  came  within  the  limiu  we  oaii 
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prescribed  to  oor  demftiid.  To  our  iaqutry  as  to 
pablio  property,  and  our  demand  as  to  prirate 
Admiral  Oockbum  at  once  replied,  *'he  bad  no 
public  property ;  that  the  guns  he  had  removed ; 
the  monitions  of  war  he  had  destrored ;"  bat  if 
they  were  there,  not  haTing  been  taaen  at  Cum- 
berland island,  which  place  alone  remained  in  his 
Sossession  at  the  ratification  of  the  Vn^^Jt  they 
id  not  come  within  the  operation  of  the  nrst  ar- 
ticle of  it;  that,  with  regard  to  slafes  and  other 
property,  he  meant  to  adopt  the  same  role;  "that 
the  property  and  slaves  taren  at  Cumberland,  and 
remaittiog  there  at  the  ratification,  would  be  re- 
stored; but  what  were  taken  or  received  from 
other  places,  although  on  Cumberland,  or  in  the 
ships  in  the  river  or  sound,  would  not." 

It  will  be  understood  that  we  do  not  here  refieat 
the  words,  but  the  substance,  of  what  Admiral 
Cockburn  said,  who  appeared,  during  the  whole 
of  this  conversation,  a  little  warm.  Having  dis- 
coveried  the  construction  which  Admiral  Cock- 
bom  was  pleased  to  put  upon  the  treaty,  aad  his 
manner  forbidding  a  nope  of  a  change  of  opinion, 
Mr.  8paldin(|[  thought  it  proper  to  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  the  ships  then  lying  within  a  hundred  yards 
of  the  wharf  of  Dungeness,  on  board  of  which 
it  was  known  some  slaves  were,  by  observing  to 
him  that  the  river  was  taken  possession  of  at  the 
same  time  that  Cumberland  was  occupied  by  the 
British  forces ;  that  it  was  equally  in  his  posses- 
sion with  the  soil  adjacent  on  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  and  would  only  be  restored  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  moment  ae  withdrew  his  forces 
from  Dungeness;  that,  consequently,  under  his 
own  rule,  the  property  and  slaves  on  board  those 
ships,  originally  taken  at  Cumberland,  it  was  ex- 
pected would  partake  of  the  quality  of  the  prop- 
erty and  slaves  originally  found  on  Cumberland, 
and  remaining  there.  To  this  Admiral  Cockburn 
replied,  that  wherever  the  British  flag  was,  there 
was  British  territory ;  and,  by  way  oielucidating 
his  position,  demanaed  of  Mr.  Spalding  whether,  if 
he  (Admiral  Cockburn)  committed  a  murder  on 
board  one  of  those  ships  in  time  of  peaee,  he  be- 
lieved him  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  1"  "<  No,  sir,"  said  he,  ''I  am  amenable  to 
my  own  Government,  and  to  my  own  sovereign." 
To  this  it  was  replied,  he  was  amenable  to  his 
own  Government  and  to  his  own  sovereign  as  an 
officer,  but  he  was  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  as  a  man.  And  it  was  in  turn  asked 
whether  he  believed,  if  a  murder  was  committed 
on  board  an  American  ship  in  the  river  Thames, 
the  laws  of  England  would  not  operate  upon  the 
murderer  %  ''No,  sir."  <<  I,  too,  sir,  have  studied 
the  laws  of  Bogland  in  my  youth,  and  I  think 
they  would."  ^  Then,  sir,  we  are  at  issue,  and  it 
is  unnecessary  to  say  more."  "If  we  sre  at  issue, 
Admiral  Cockburn,  npon  an  abstract  principle,  it 
is  of  little  importance.  Will  you  please  to  turn 
over  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  and  we  will 
see  if  we  can  agree  upon  a  practical  result?*' 
This  conversation  is  reported  in  its  very  words, 
that  you  ma)r  be  possessed  of  the  Admiral's  man- 
ner of  reasoning  and  mode  of  thinking  at  our  ar- 
rival ;  and  il  was  closed  by  observing  <  that  we 


ahooM  addreaa  a  sole  to  him,  whieb  we  Imped  ke 
would  answer  as  soon  as  possible ;  tken  took  oai 
leave*  The  nest  day,  the  7th  iastaAt,  we  calid 
npou'himu  and  presented  a  traoaertpt  of  the  treaif. 
certified  by  us  to  be  a  true  copy,  which  he  a^ 
cepted.  We  then  handed  him  the  folio wia|Bo<e, 
(No.  1,)  which,  aftev  having  ready  he  nrniawi  to 
answer  the  following  morning.  And  here  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  that,  at  the  meeting,  and  at  the 
many  that  followed  it.  Admiral  Coefchora  wu 
calm,  and  his  manner  conrteoos  in  a  high  dcgicc 
During  the  evening  of  this  daf  we  waAaiuA 
that  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cpchrmae  had  ah 
rived,  and,  consequently,  we  sboald  doc  reecin 
any  answer  to  our  note  until  there  had  beea  t 
conference  between  Admiral  Cochrane  nod  him- 
self. At  this  delay  we  felt  no  refrrec,  ae  we  hopc4 
from  him,  from  many  causes  not  necessary  lo 
state,  a  more  liberal  construction  of  the  treaty. 
The  weather  was  so  bad  that  it  was  the  Ifhh  he- 
fore  this  communication  took  place,  iBmediBtt^j 
after  which  Admiral  Cockburn  transnitfed  fo  os 
the  following  note,  in  answer  to  the  oae  we  had 
addressed  him.  (No.  2.) 

Finding  this  note  was  approved  of  in  the  margia 
by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and  uadcisundiag, 
and  even  knowing  from  our  own  sight,  that  he 
had  uken  his  departnre  from  the  ooastbythe 
time  we  had  received  this  oote^  all  attemacs  at 
demonstrating  the  ioeorreetneas  of  the  conoanon 
drawn  by  Admiral  Cockburn  from  the  ficat  anide 
of  the  treaty  seemed  useless ;  for  Admiral  Cock- 
burn no  longer  had  the  power,  if  he  had  the  ia- 
elinatioo,  to  correet  his  first  opinion ;  and  we 
presently  understood  that  even  the  arnil  reton 
of  slaves  and  property  embraced  by  hia  constrae- 
tioo  of  the  treaty  was  yielded  with  aome  relos- 
tance  by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane.  We^  chete- 
fore^  the  same  evening,  addressed  to  Atoiral 
Cockburn  the  note  that  foUows.(No.  3.)  Aadfia 
the  convenation  which  took  place  aftec  the  de- 
livery of  this  note,  it  was  agreed  thai  ordeii  would 
be  given  to  restore  to  the  owners  any  ahives  that 
were  received  in  the  Britiah  camp  or  ships  after 
the  ratification  of  the  titaty ;  and,  ia  eoaseftieaoe 
of  this  nnderstanding,  orders  weie  gtvea  lo  leatote 
some  slaves  so  situated  by  AdnitfaJ  Cockburn ; 
but  every  means  were  need  1^  the  infetioi  offi- 
cers to  prevent  the  due  execotion  of  these  orders, 
particularly  on  board  the  Regukia,  CaptaiQ  Rob- 
ert Ramaay,  as  we  are  informed,  and  as  Captain 
Newell  himself  was  witness  to.  it  was  at  the 
same  time  iadicated  to  us  the  course  which  would 
be  pursued  with  the  slaves  that  had  repaired  to 
the  British  camp  or  British  ships,  from  Florida, 
namely :  that  th«r  ahoald  be  sent  to  Bermnda, 
and  there  confined  in  a  ship  until  the  decisioa  of 
the  British  Administration  was  taken  on  their 
case*  We  have  deemed  it  proper  to  eomnosi- 
eate  this  as  not  unimportant  to  our  own  Govere- 
ment  and  our  own  citisens. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  an  answer  is  oor 
note  was  received,  covering  a  list  of  8erenif<seren 
ncffroes,  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  and  a  few  horses 
and  cattle,  which  were  to  be  restored,  as  havinc 
been  originally  uken  at  Cumberland  ialand,  aas 
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laving  remaioed  there  at  the  ratification  of  the 
reaty.    (No»  4.) 

Iq  order  to  place  the  matter  ia  a  proper  light, 
we  the  same  day  transmitted  the  following  an- 
twer,  which  closed  oor  joint  correspondence  with 
he  Admiral.    (No.  5.) 

And  here  it  is  necessary,  for  anderatanding  the 
last  clause  of  oar  letter,  to  state  what  led  to  it. 
!if  r.  Spalding  bad  soggested  to  Admiral  Cock- 
)orn,  after  every  other  means  had  failed,  his  giv- 
n^  permission  to  claimants  to  go  on  board  bis 
ihips  in  the  offing,  to  obtain  the  voluntary  return 
)f  their  slaves :  this  he  assented  to  with  great 
irillingness.  He  sent  an  officer  with  tbem,  and, 
n  the  presence  of  ourselves,  gave  the  most  posi* 
ive  instruction  to  the  officer  to  have  every  racil- 
if  afforded  them.  This  produced  a  return  of 
hirteen  slaves ;  six  of  Captain  Wylly'Sj  five  Of 
dr.  Couper's,  one  of  Major  Butler's,  ana  one  of 
dajor  J  ohnston's ;  and  would  have  produced  the 
eturn  of  hundreds,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
aeans  employed  by  the  inferior  officers  to  pre- 
ent  their  returo.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th 
Qstant,  the  British  flag  was  struck  at  Dungeness, 
^nd, hawing  consulted  with  the  many  respectable 
;entleiiken  with  us  as  to  the  necessity  of  the 
occasion,  We  called  upon  Captain  Massias  for  an 
fficer  a  nd  twenty-five  men  to  be  sent  to  Dun- 
:eness,  to  prevent,  as  fktr  as  possible,  fugitive 
laves  still  joining  the  British  ships  that  were  yet 
Q  the  oJQIng,  and  were  to  remain  so  for  two  or 
hree  days. 

Mr.  Spalding  then  addressed  the  following 
etter  to  Admiral  Cockburn,  and  followed  Cap- 
ain  Newell,  who  had  already  taken  his  depar- 
ure.    (No.  6.) 

Having  thus,  9ir,  closed  the  mission  with  which 
ve  were  charged  by  General  Pinckney  and  vour- 
elf,  it  is  important,  in  our  opinion,  that  we  snould 
bserve  to  yo\x  that,  on  our  arrival  at  Dungeness, 
n  the  6th  instant,  the  United  States'  barge  taken 
t  St.  Mary's  was  at  the  wharf,  but  was  removed 
hat  evening ;  and  we  also  understood  that  most 
I  the  cannon  taken  at  Point  Petre  were  removed, 
absequent  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  from 
7amberland.  Five  or  six  hundred  negroes, 
•rought  from  St.  Simon's  as  late  as  the  15th 
i^ebruary,  were  at  Cumberland  long  after  the  ra- 
ification,  and  many  of  them  sent  on  in  the  night 
f  the  day  after  our  arrival. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Spalding,  it  was  ad- 
aitted  by  Admiral  Cockburn  that  Major  Kins- 
aan,  of  the  marines,  had  continued  to  enter  fhgi« 
ive  slaves  into  the  colonial  and  West  India 
egiments,  after  notice  of  the  ratification  of  the 
reaty,  and  until  he  (Admiral  Cockburn)  had 
;iven  written  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Accompanying  this  letter,  you  will  receive  a 
Lst  of  such  slaves  as  their  masters  have  returned 
0  us.  From  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  lost  two  bun- 
[red  and  twenty  odd,  and  from  Major  Butler,  who 
ost  one  hundred  and  thirty,and  from  many  others, 
vhom  the  terror  of  the  times  had  driven  away, 
ire  have  no  returns*  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
u  that  a  thin  population  fled  before  a  war  which 
las  been  conducted  io  the  spirit  which  this  has 


been  since  January  last;  for  it  carried  insurrec- 
tion as  its  means,  and,  like  the  awful  visitations 
of  Providence,  ruin  has  marked  its  course.  But 
we  state,  sir,  with  pleasure,  that  the  unhappy 
sufferers  look  with  manly  firmness  to  their  own 
Government  for  a  reparation  of  their  injuries; 
and  to  that  Government  we  beg  leave  to  consign 
them,  with  a  firm  persuasion  that  they  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  their  ezpectatioftB. 
And  we  remain,  sir,  dtc. 


No.1. 


JKwrs.  Nmea  md  J^paiding  io  Admiral  CoMwm* 

CUMBBSLAMD  ISLAXD,  Morch  6,  1815. 

Sia:  We  are  instructed  by  Qeneral  Floyd  to 
call  upon  you,  and  are  by  him  authorized  to  re« 
eeive  from  you  any  public  or  private  property,  or 
any  slaves^  that  are  or  ware  in  your  possession  at 
the  time  or  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peaee 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  con^ 
struction  put  upon  this  article  by  us  is,  that  all 
private  property  and  all  slaves  in  your  possessioni 
whether  on  land  or  water,  at  the  ratifieadon  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  are  to  oe  restored.  We  place 
this  construction  upon  the  first  article  of  the  treaty, 
because  it  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  most 
amicable  dispositions  of  both  the  American  and 
British  Commissioners^-amicable  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Commtssionersi  in  only  demandiqg 
what,  might  be  restored  without  inconvenience; 
amicable  on  the  part  oC  the  British  Commission- 
er%  in  promising  to  restore  all  that  could  be 
restored  without  great  inconvenience ;-— for  wm 
cannot  persuade  ourselves  that  the  restoration  of 
private  property  or  slaves  is  to  be  limited  to  tka 
•laves  or  property  taken  in  the  forts  yon  oocvpied; 
for  it  must  be  obvious  to  you,  sir,  and  it  must  bo 
obvious  to  all^  that  there  are  no  slaves,  and  thftt 
there  is  but  little  private  property,  ever  taken  ia 
foru.  The  limitation  tliat  appears  to  exist  in  thft 
first  part  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  as  to 
such  j>roperty  as  maf  remain  in  the  forts  and 
places  io  your  possession,  is  obviously  confined  to 
artillery  and  otner  public  property  taken  in  such 
foru  or  places,  and  which,  if  once  removed,  would 
have  required  much  trouble  and  much  expense  to 
restore.  And  this  conclusion  is  the  more  obvious, 
from  noticing  that  in  the  following  part  of  the 
same  article,  archives,  records,  deeds,  and  pe|>eiiB. 
which  are  obiects  of  easy  transport,  are  promised 
to  br  restore^  into  whosesoever  hands  they  may 
have  ialleni  or  'wheresoever  they  may  have  been 
transferred. 

Begging  that  we  may  hiive  an  answer  upon  this 
subject,  BO  deeply  interesting  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Qcorgta,  as  soon  as  possible,  we  remain,  sir,  Ac. 

Admiral  CocsBimN. 


No.  2. 
Admiral  CoMwrn  to  Mutn,  NtwtU  and  S^aUing, 

Hbadouartirb,  Cdxbbrlaiid  Island, 

March  7, 1815. 

Qbhtlbmbii  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  document  which  yon  state  yourselves  author- 
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ized  to  Miiire  me  U  a  true  copy  of  tfae  Treaty  of 
Peace  which  has  been  condoaed  between  our  re- 
speotive  QovernmeQts,  and  which  yoa  hare  been 
instrneted  to  lay  before  me  by  Qeoeralt  Pinckney 
and  Floyd. 

Aceompaaying  this  document,  I  am  likewise 
honored  with  yonr  note^f  this  day,  informing  me 
of  your  being  authorized  to  receive  from  me  .any 
pablic  or  priTatCbProperty,  or  slaves,  to  be  restored 
by  me  dnder  the  nrst  article  of  the  aforesaid  treaty, 
and  explaining  to  me  the  construction  you  are 
pleased  to  put  upon  that  article.  But  I  only  find 
m  the  certified  copy  you  have  laid  before  me,  that 
^^all  territory,  |rfaees,=or  possessions,  taken  during 
the  ^ar,  eraser  sigiiing  the  treaty,  (excepting 
only  ae  Ihevetn  excepted,)  shall  be  restorad  witli- 
o«t  delay,  and  wimat  causing  any  destraetioa 
or  carryiog  awav  of  the  artillery  or  othnr  public 
property  joriginaUy  captured  in  the  said  forts  or 
]daees,  and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the 
exohange  of  the  ifatificationsof  this  treatt,4)r  any 
slavei  or  other  private  ptoperty,"  It  oeeomes, 
therefore,  alone  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  yon, 
that  Cumberland  island  being  the  only  jilaoeor 
possesion  taken  from  America  in  this  neighbor* 
nood,  which  warn  retained  by  me  at  the  dale  of  the 
ratification  alloded  to,  I  shall  as  %uieUy  as  possi« 
bie  evacuate  it,  without  eausinji^  any  destruction ; 
and  I  shall  leave  on  it,  or  deliver  to  you.  what- 
ever publie  or -private  property  or  ^laTes  foagia*- 
aUy  eaptoied  here)  remamed  upon  the  island  at 
ifa«  date  of  the  ratification. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  or  inelination 
to  .deobt  :the  amicable  dispoeittoa  you  stale  to 
hav»  actuated  the  British  and  American  Cooi- 
mMsionere  in  fomiina  this  treaty.    It  appean, 
however,  clear  to  me,  Cy  the  expressions  tbey  have 
thought  proper  to  adopt  in  it.  that  I  am  only  re- 
quined  or  uUioriaed  to  make  the  restitution  I 
bave  above  stated  y  and  I  must  beg  to  deeUae 
Tentnring.an  opinion  as  to  whether  tne  treaty  Is 
psoperly  wordeil,  according  to  the  intentions  of 
die  Gommtssioners ;  but  f  apprehend,  bad.  thaj 
wished  to  imply  (as  you  conceive)  ^tiiat  all  pri- 
vate property  and  slares  in  my  possessiouy  wW 
dier  on  land  or  water,  were  to  be  restored,''  it 
might  Iwve  been  so  specified  withobt  dificulty ; 
andalthongh  you  observe  there  are  no  slaves,  and 
but  liuie  private  property  ever  uken  in  **  forts,'' 
yet  a  continuation  of  the  words  "or  plaices" 
iKay,  nerbaps,  do  away  tfae  difficulty  which  pp»- 
anted  itself  to  ][Ott  on  that  point.    Tiieretore, 
gmntiemen,  in  giving  up  tUs  ^noe,  in  eonformity 
with  the  treaty  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
lay  before  me.  I  most  beg  to  be  excused  from 
entering  into  aiscumion  renrtive  to  captures  made 
fllsewhererOn  land  or  water,  and  which  have  been 
removed  from  the  places  where  captured  prior 
to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

a  COCKBURN, 

Btar  iidrntroZ* 

Approved :        A.  COCHRANE . 

Capt.  Nawau.  and  T.  SlpaLDiifCL 
Vpfil%d,  StijOAi  Jlgmt$. 


No.  3. 
JUBSirt.  NeweU  and  Spalding  to 

CuuBcat«4HD  Island,  Mctrch  10, 1815. 

Sia  :  Tour  letter  of  the  7th  is  before  us;  mU 
after  the  desire  you  have  been  pleased  to  eipresi 
of  decltaing  all  discussion  of  your  constractioa 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Pence  betvcm 
the  United  States  and  Great  Briuini  it  oah  r- 
mains  for  us  to  call  upon  yon  for  a  list  of  ike 
property,  public  or  private,  and  the  slaves  **  oapr 
nally  captured  on  Cumberland  mland,"  whick 
you  have  declared  your  readiness  to  dniver.  b 
IS  our  doty  to  add  tois  further  and  final  remtik, 
that  this  hsc  will,  we  presume,  iaelnde  all  slarei 
oriffinaliy  captured  on  the  island  of  Ciunberiaofl, 
or,  having  come  from  other  sections  of  the  eoao- 
try,  have  there  first  fallea  under  the  dominion  of 
the  British  arms ;  and,  particularly,  that  it  wtii 
include  all  slaves  and  other  propertjy  taken  or  re- 
ceived since  the  ratification  m  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  between  our  respective  Govemmeati^ 

We  remain,  sir,  dtc. 

T.  NEWSLL. 
T.  8PALDINQ. 

Admiral  Cogkbubii. 


No.  4. 


Adinmal  OaeHrnnta 
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HsAoaoAitTSRa,  CimBBnLijio  IsLAin, 

March  11, 1815. 

QuNTLEMaN :  I  have  tbe  benor  to  ncknowledee 
the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th  eaneat,  ike 
first  part  of  which  obliges  me  to  beg  jomt  reeoe- 
sidemtioB  of  my  letter  of  the  7th,  as^  I  believe,  so 
far  from  declining  therein  ''all  discussion  of  my 
construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Trettf  of 
Peace  lately  concluded  between  oor  Goveia- 
ments,"  1  have  quoted,  terbatim^  the  uii^r  pstt 
of  it.  and  have  explicitly  stated  to  joa  the  line  oC 
conduct  which  my  construction  of  the  said  arti- 
cle called  upon  me  to  adopt,  in  giving  up  the  ter- 
ritorv  possessed  by  the  forces  under  my  orders, 

1  declined  only  entering  into  discussion  respect- 
ing ^'captures  made  elsewhere,  and  which  had 
been  removed  from  die  places  where  captured 
prior  to  the  exchange  of  the  latificationa  of  the 
treaty,"  such  not  appeariog  to  me  to  come  within 
the  specified  intention  ctf  the  aforesaid  first  article 
of  the  treaty ;  and  you  will  perceive  by  his  s^* 
nature  added  to  my  letter,  tbe  Commander-in* 
Chief  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  on  the 
North  American  station  concurs  with  me  in  this 
opinion. 

I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  com- 
pliance  with  yonr  request,  a  list  of  property  sod 
slaves  originally  captured  on  Cumbeclatid  islaa4 
and  which  appear  to  have  remained  on  it  at  11 
P.  M.  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the  period  at  which  tie 
ratiQcations  were  exchanged.  I  have  the  hoaor 
to  be,  &c.  O.  COCKBURN, 

JRearAdmrA 

Capt.  Nbwbll  and  T.  Sr^unmOj 
Uofitod  8tatm^  dgmU. 


UQl 
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A  Ikt  of  ilKNf  aid  impartgr  10  bi  fivMi  op  wilh  C«m- 
berknd  kind,  in  eonliBniiitv.wiib  the  tmtj  laUfy 
cQBctQd«l  bptween  Gtratl  Bnteia  wd  .the  UniWd 


Jacobs  James  Nif^htiogalf ,  Step.  Daaiel,  Joha 
Miller,  Harriel,  Ciada,  Jeanf .  Kiva,  Slephen, 
P«ggy,  Jo«,  fiUeo,  MobeU^  Leab,  Betty,  Stepney, 
Qeorige,  Phiily,  Toby,  Morris  Sands,  Ned  Sim* 
moo^,  JMky,  Ptebe  Sanders,  Celia,  Mila,  Kale, 
Hannah,  Isaac,  Die,  Qtd  Sareb,  Die,  Bob^  JeDny^ 
Locy,  Biiaria,  Alfred,  Saiah,  Prisciila,  Scipio, 
Brila,  Jemmy,  Jolly.  Morris,  Prime,  Tom,  Oscar, 
Andrew,  Clarissa,  Ma^,  Morris,  Fmnk,  Zakj 
Hetty,  Bin«,  Kitt,  Jaeky,  Joiyr  George,  Fmnk, 
Lucy,  Moll,  tiarry.  Jack,  Qestberyfially,  Monday, 
alias  Lorenzo,  SmArt,  James  Herriott,  Parling, 
Alexander  Delooy,  Jaek,  Betty,  Nanny,  Betty^ 
William  Parling,  and  Sancho. 

Twenty-two  bales  ofcotton,  a  number  of  horses 
and  mnlfs,  and  some  homed  eauie. 

O.  COCSBURN.  Bear  Admiral 


No.  5. 


Heisn.  Newell  and  Spalding  to  Admiral  Coekbum* 
Cotf BiALAifD  lauuf o,  Mkir.  11, 1815» 

Sn:  We  hayetb  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yoor  note  of  the  11th  instant,  coniaiamg  a  list  of 
staves  and  other  property  which  had  been  origin- 
ally fonnd  oa  Cumberland  island,  and  which  were 
remain iftff  on  the  island  at  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  by  the  President.  Against  this 
constrnction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  we  most  still  protest ;  and  we  must  still 
contend,  sir,  that  all  the  property  and  all  the  sUtcs 
that  were  on  Camberland  island,  or  in  the  rivers 
and  waters  adjaeeat  to  the  same,  at  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  ia  the  mirit  of  amity  in  which 
that  artiels  was  coDcloded,  should  haVe  been  re- 
stored ;  and  this  eonstrnotion  of  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  waa  the  more  important  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  great  proportion  of  the 
property  taken,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the 
slaves  reeeived,  were  sent  from  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  or  from  the  island  of  Cumberland^ 
aslateas  between  the  period  df  the  3d  and  the 
9th  ai  March,  and  no  mconsiderable  namber  of 
sUvee  have  been  sent  on  board  your  shipping  in 
the  offing,  even  sines  we  have  had  the  honor  of 
addressing  to  yop  oar  first  note,  of  the  7l^  instant. 
But,  sir,  to  have  oressed  our  construction  of  the 
treaty  after  your  letter  had  beea  approved  of  by 
the  Commandoi^in*Chief,  (Sir  Alexander  Coch- 
nine,)  and  he  bad  retired  from  the  station,  would 
have  been  something  more  than  useless.  Wc 
have  then,  sir,  no  alternative  but  to  prefer  this 
a&tr  to  our  Qovernment.  We  cannot,  however, 
conclude  this  correspondence  without  acknowl- 
edging the  pleasure  we  feel  at  ttie  facilities  which 
you  have  ofi^fcd  to  all  claimants  of  slaves  to  ob* 
tain  their  voluutary  returik^facilities  which,  we 
areeeastble,wmild  have  been  productive  of  more 
effect  had  more  time  been  allowed  to  operate* 

And  we  are^  sir,  dtc.  T.  NBWBLL, 

T.  SPALDING. 

Admiral  CocKUUBiVk 


No.  6.. 
M\  Spamig  to  Admirai  Coekbmn. 

CUMBBBLAND  ISLAND,  MOTCh  13,  1815. 

Sib:  It  is  with  much  regret  I  have  to  state 
that  of  the  slaves  which  you  have  ordered  to  be 
restored,  as  haviag  joined  the  British  forces  un« 
der  your  command,  after  the  ratification  of  th^ 
Treaty  of  Peace  bv  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  several  of  toem,  now  on  board  the  Regu* 
lus,  Cfaptaiu  Ramsey,  have  not  been  delivered. 
These  slaves  are  two  of  Mr.  Armstrong's,  (Jan- 
uarv  and  Mary  Stubs,)  one  of  the  slaves  of  Mr. 
Miller,  and  the  four  of  Mr.  Copp^  which  were 
yesteraay  directed  to  be  given  up.  t  have  to  add, 
that  two  of  the  three  slaves  delivered  up  to  Mr* 
ArmstroDj^,  the  very  night  they  returned  home, 
made  their  escape,  and  will  unquestionably  at* 
tempt  to  reach  your  ships.    I  must  therefore  re? 

?pest  that  any  of  the  above  persons  that  can  be 
ound,  or  any  other  slaves  that  may  join  your 
fleet,  from  the  United  States,  before  they  quit 
this  statioD,.  may  be  delivered  over  to  Captaiu 
Massias^at  Point  Petre,  or  to  his  officer  at  Dun« 
geness.    I  am,  sir,  leapectfuUy,  dtc. 

T.  SPALDINa 
Admiral  Cock9URH,  AllnoTu 


Se^tQ 


D. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thamae 

the  Seeretary  of  Static 

St.  Gbobob's,  (Bbbmqoa,)  Mby,  1815* 

We  sailed  from  Bavannah  on  the  10th  of  May^ 
and  arrrved  on  the  19th  at  Bermuda.  While  1 
was  yet  doubtful  whether  to  apply  to  Gbvemor 
Cocfcbum,  of  the  BenuudBs.  (as  I  soon  under- 
stood there  were  but  few  American  sJuves  le* 
maining  in  his  Government,  except  i^hat  were 
in  the  uaval  arsenal  at  Ireland,  and  under  the 
control  of  the  naval  commander,)  I  received  from 
Admiral  Oriffitbj  through  a  lieutenant  of  the 
British  navy,  an  intimation  that  he  was  desirous 
of  seeiuff  the  agent  who  was  understood  to  have 
arrived  Trom  the  United  States  to  make  some 
demand  of  slaves  and  property.  I  waited,  there- 
fore, opon  the  Admiral  on  the  20th  instant,  and 
found  trim  very  sick.  I  presented  to  him  Gene- 
ral Pinckney's  authority,  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He 
received  me  politely,  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mild 
and  gentlemanly  man ;  expressed  much  regret  at 
the  ctrcum'staoce  that  led, to  the  necessity  of 
making  this  demand^  but  declared  his  inability 
to  affiirdany  relief;  confirmed  to  me  what  I  had 
before  learned,  of  most  of  the  slaves  having  been 
sent  to  Halifax.  He  desired  me,  to-morrpw,  to 
address  hini  in  writing;  that  he  would  transmit 
my  communication  to  his  Government,  which 
was  all  that  was  in  his  power ;  spoke  something 
of  giving  me  facilities  on  board  of  his  ships  to 
see  and  obtain  the  voluntary  retnrn  of  slaves. 
Finding  that  he  was  ill,  and  much  exhausted,  I 
took  my  leave,  and  promised  to  address  him  a 
letter  as  soon  as  I  could  prepare  one. 

Governor  Sir  James  Cockburn  arrived  at  St. 
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Georse's  on  Saturday  eveaiDff,  and  on  Monday, 
the  22d,  at  an  caily  hour,  I  wUd  upon  him,  still 
andetermined  in  my  own^mind  whether  to  make 
my  application  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  mis- 
sion or  not,  until  I  knew,  at  least,  that  there  was 
something  in  his  power  to  grant  worth  asking 
for.  I,  however,  as  I  belieTed  it  to  be  my  duty, 
in  the  erent  of  having  something  to  request, 
presented  to  him  General  Pinckney's  letter  of  au- 
thority. He  instantly  lost  his  temper;  denied 
my  authority  contained  in  that  letter }  declared 
he  would  receive  nothing  from  any  one  but  the 
Secretary  of  State.  After  giving  such  explana- 
dons  as  I  believed  to  comport  with  my  duty,  I 
found  his  irritation  increased  rather  than  dimin- 
ished. He  would  not  permit  me  to  proceed  to 
detail  any  of  the  reasons  for  my  mission,  though 
very  ready,  as  he  said  he  was  bound  in  candor  to 
do,  to  declare  against  the  American  interpreta- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty ;  and  vehe- 
mently added,  that  he  would  rather  Bermuda, 
and  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  it,  were 
sunk  under  the  sea^  than  surrender  one  slave  that 
had  sought  protection  under  the  flagof  Bn^^land. 
I  could  add  more  in  this  spirit,  but  more  is  not 
necessary.  I  withdrew  from  the  Governor,  and 
transmitted  my  letter,  which  was  then  ready,  to 
the  Admiral,  and  which  is  enclosed,  (No.  1.) 

I  noticed  the  Governor  came  down  to  the 
wharf  within  a  few  moments  after  my  leaving 
him,  and  embarked  in  a  boat.  I  was  then  appre- 
hensive the  Admiral's  communications  would 
change  their  complexion;  and  this  I  found  to  be 
too  true,  as  the  enclosed  letter,  (No.  2,)  which  I 
received  late  on  Tuesday,  the  23d,  will  ahow. 


No.  1. 


Mr,  Sjpaldifig  to  Rear  Admiral  Grifith. 

St.  Gbobgs's,  Bzruvda,,  May  22, 1315. 

Sir  :  I  am  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  agent,  and  instructed  by  him 
to  proceed  in  the  first  place  to  Bermuda,  and 
from  thence  to  any  other  of  the  colonies  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding 
the  restoration  of  all  public  or  private  property, 
and  particularly  of  au  slaves,  which  have  been 
taken  from  the  United  States  aAer  the  ratifica« 
tion  of  the  treaty,  in  contravention  (as  my  Gov* 
ernment  conceives)  of  the  ^rst  article. 
'  It  is  not  my  desire,  nor  is  it  the  desire  of  my 
Government,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on  the 
justice  or  policy  of  taking  private  property,  or  of 
Receiving  slaves  during  me  continuation  of  the 
war:  but  that  war  having  terminated  hanpily 
for  both  nations,  in  peace,  the  object  of  that 
peace  unquestionably  is  to  heal  the  wounds  that 
the  hand  of  war  has  inflicted.  To  do  this  efilec- 
tually.  there  must  certainly  be  on  both  sides  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  construction  of  every 
article  of  the  treatv ;  but,,  above  all|  of  that  ar- 
ticle in  which  individual  as  well  as  national 
right  is  concerned.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  in* 
Tite  your  attention  to  the  words  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  j  which  are^ 

"That  all  territory,  places,  i|nd  possessions 


whatsoever,  takmi  irom  either  parly  ^miiig  the 
war,  or  which  mmj  be  taken  after  thm  siguataf 
this  treaty,  exeepttng  only  the  islands  herdnuier 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  wd 
withoiit  causing  any  destmction,  at  canyiaf 
away  any  of  the  artiilerv  or  other  pohlie  prop- 
erty originally  captured  io  the  smid  fens  ot 
places,  and  which  shall  reuiain  thetein  upsa  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  sr 
any  slaves  or  other  private  property.^ 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  tkis  articl^  it  very 
naturally  and  forcibly  occurs  to  the  mmd  tbt 
this  article  contains  two  separate  and  distiact 
principles— a  restoration  of  pahlic  property;! 
restitution  of  |>rivate  property ;  that  there  is  t 
manner  of  restitution  liberal  and  ealightened; 
there  is  a  manner  of  restitution  iUiberai  and  aa- 
friendly,  which  the  British  CoBunissionen,  ia 
the  spirit  of  amity  which  dictated  this  article, 
were  determined  to  guard  against,  by  saying, 
*'  that  all  territory,  places,  and  possessions^  cakea 
during  the  war,  should  be  restored  without  dejay, 
and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  artillery  or  other  publie  property, 
which  shall  remain  therein  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  treaty.''  These  cona- 
tions can,  from  their  nature,  iMve  do  relation  to 
private  property;  they  cannot  be  applied  to  it 
but  by  a  strange  perversion  of  language,  aad^  hf 
being  so  appli^,  the  whole  quality  of  the  ardeie 
t)ecomes  changed;  and  instead  of  being  lifaecal 
and  friendly,  becomes  limited,  iliibenl,  aadaa- 
friendly. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stmtes  was, 
therefore,  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  on  a  de 
mand,  at  the  Chesapeake,  at  Cumbeciaod  islaai 
and  in  Louisiana,  of  public  or  private  propeitfi 
or  slaves  that  were  remaining  within  the  umiu 
of  the  United  States  at  the  ratification  of  (he 
Treaty  of  Peace,  the  commanding  ofiiceis  every* 
where  adopted  the  eitraordinary  |iriiiciple,  that 
if  either  public  or  private  property,  or  slaves. 
were  removed  a  single  mile  from  the  place  of 
capture,  they  were  not  restoraUe,  though  still 
within  the  limiu  of  the  United  Slates;  though 
even  ynder  the  eye  of  the  CommissioBers  who 
were  instructed  at  the  several  poinis  lo  demand 
the  restoration,  and,  in  tnany  lastaaoe^  in  the 
presence  of  the  original  proprietors,  many  days 
after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  had  been  noti- 
fied to  the  officers  commanding*  Poblic  and  pri- 
vate property  and  slaves  were  shipped  ia  a  period 
of  restored  peace,  in  many  instances  to  the  ruin 
sf  the  beholders,  from  the  limiu  of  the  United 
States,  because,  as  the  commanding  officers  said, 
"  the  property  or  slaves  were  not  uken  at  the 
particular  pomt  which  the  British  forces  occn- 
pied  at  the  moment  of  the  ratificatioa  of  the 
treaty."  So  that  all  that  was  aeeeaaary  to  make 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  regarded 
private  property  or  slaves,  a  complete  naUity,  as 
the  British  commanders  were  morally  eenarn  of 
receiving  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  conteaU 
of  the  treaty^  they  had  only  to  draw  in  their  out- 
posts, and  to  contract  their  limits  to  points  where 
no  property  and  few  slaves  had  been  taken.  Thii 
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was  coBtpieaoaaly  th«  emte  in  Qeorgia.  Much 
property  wis  takso  at  St.  Mary's,  and  some  ne*. 
groes;  at  Si.  Simoo's  sone  cotton  and  other 
property,  aod  many,  buidred  slaves ;  from  St. 
Simon's  the  British  forces  were  withdrawn  hat 
four  days  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
and  two  hundred  British  troops  occupied  St 
Mary's  for  a  day  and  a  night  eren  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  Yet,  sir.  because  (hese 
two  places  had  not  remained  in  toe  unifbrm  pos- 
session of  the  British  forces  to  the  very  moment 
of  the  ratification,  all  the  property  and  all  the 
slaves  taken  at  either,  and  placed  in  deposite  at 
Comberlandj  were  considered  without  the  pale 
of  iu  operation.  Here  I  flatter  myself  I  might 
rest,  with  assurance  of  your  according  in  the 
justice  of  the  construction  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  given  to  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty,  in  expecting  that  all  public 
or  private  property,  or  slaves,  which  had  been 
taken  or  received  by  the  British  forces  during  the 
war,  and  which  remained  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  at  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  whether  on  the  land  or  within  the  ac- 
knowledged waters,  would  be  restored. 

But,  not  to  be  wanting  to  myself,  and  not  to 
be  wanting  to  my  Government,  I  must  reluct- 
antly trespass  upon  your  time  while  I  enforce 
the  distinction  I  drew  in  the  first  part  of  my  let- 
ter^  between  public  property,  to  which  the  limi- 
tation in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  relates,  and 
which  enlarges  and  liberalizes  its  operation,  and 
its  application  to  slaves  and  private  property, 
which  wonld  limit  and  make  null  its  operations. 

There  nuy  be,  and  efttn  is,  a  strong  motive 
for  destroying  public^  when  there  can  be  none  for 
destro]ring  private  property.  It  frequently  hap- 
pens, in  surrendering  territory  by  a  treaty  of 
pneaee,  that  the  party  withdrawing  stipulates  a 
right  to  destroy  the  fortifications  in  its  posses- 
sion, and  to  carry  away  or  destroy  the  artillery 
and  munitions  of  war  in  them ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  no  example  can  be  found  of  a  stipulation  to 
authorize  the  destruction  of  private  property  of 
any  kind,  especially  slaves.  Equally  strange 
would  a  stipulation  be  not  to  destroy  them. 

The  terms  of  the  article  preserve  this  distinc- 
tion between  public  and  priyate  property  in  a 
guarded  manner. 

All  territory,  places,  and  possessions,  (with  a 
particular  exception,)  shall  be  restoreo,  without 
destroying  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery 
or  other  public  property,  originally  captured  in 
the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  remain  t)iere 
upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications.  So  far,  the 
stipulation  act^  upon  proper  subjects,  and  con- 
forms to  usage^  Bztend  it  to  slaves  and  other 
private  property,  and  how  inconsistent  and  un- 
natural the  application !  Had  it  been  intended 
to  pat  slaves  and  other  private  property  on  the 
same  ground  with  artillery  and  other  public 
property,  the  terms  **  originally  captured  in  the 
said  forts  or  places,  and  which  shall  remain  there- 
in on  the  exchange  of  the*  ratifications  of  this 
treaty,''  would  have  followed  at  the  end  of  the 
sentence  after  ^  slaves  and  other  private  prop- 


ertv.''  In  that  case,  both  interests,  the  public 
ana  the  private,  would  have  been  subject  to  the 
same  restraint.  But,  by  separating  them  from 
each  other,  and  puttinff  the  restrictive  words  im- 
mediately-after "artillery  and  other  public  prop- 
erty," it  shows  that  it  was  intended  to  confine 
their  operation  to  those  objects  only,  excluding 
from  it  '^  slaves  and  other  private  property." 

I  will  now  close  my  letter  to  you  by  stating, 
that  at  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  on 
the  17th  of  Februarjr, forty  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  other  produce,  and  other 
goods,  were  on  Cumberland  island,  or  in  the  ship 
Countess  Harcourt  and  others,  taken  at  St.  Mlary^ 
and  in  its  vicinity;  and  that  those  ships  lay  at 
that  time  in  the  Cumberland  river,  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  shore ;  that  the  Countess  Harcoiirt 
and  the  ship  Maria  Theresa  had  uken  refuge  in 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  province  of  East  Florida; 
they  depended  upon  the  neutmlity  of  their  situa- 
tion for  protection,  and  made  no  resistance ;  that 
about  seven  hundred  out  of  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  negroes  that  joined  the  British  forces  from 
Georgia  were  on  Cnmberiand  island,  or  in  the 
ships  so  taken  and  then  lying  in  Cumberland 
river.  The  first  of  these  negroes,  excepting  a  few 
that  had  departed  in  ships  of  war,  left  thelJoited 
Sutes  in  the  Countess  Harcourt  on  the  19th  of 
Februafv;  that  many  hundreds  of  them  left 
Cumberland  island  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of 
Bdarch,  and  after  I  had  had  myself  the  honor  of 
demanding  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Sutes, 
from  Admiral  Cockbum.  I  have  not  yet  been 
fnrnbhed  by  my  Government  with  a  list  of  slaves 
or  private  property  that  were  either  at  Tangier 
island  or  in  Louisiana,  liable  to  restitution  UMler 
the  first  article;  but  from  the  public  papers  we 
are  assured  .of  the  fact,  and  a  few  days  will  pat 
me  in  possession  of  the  necessary  evidence  of  the 
property  and  slaves  so  situated.  The  documents 
m  support  of  the  facts  in  rehition  to  the  property 
and  slaves  from  Georgia,  I  shall  be  ready  at  any 
time  to  present  to  yon. 

And  I  bes  you,  sir  to  believe  that,  if  in  any 
part  of  thb  letter  I  have  used  strong  language,  it 
IS  far  from  my  intention  to  offend,  for  I  feel  fully 
assured  my  Gtoverameat  rejoices  at  the  restora- 
tion of  the  relations  of  |)eace,  and  fondly  hopes 
that  neither  time  nor  circumstance  will  again' 
alienate  two  nations  that  manners,  and  customs, 
and  language,  and  mutual  interest  should  unite. 

I  am,  d&c. 
THOAIAS  SPALDING,'il^ent  (/.  a. 

Rear  Admiral  GnirriTH,  dbe. 


No.  2. 
Admiral  Grifitk  io  Mr.  Spalding. 

His  Majmtt's  Ship  Bulwabk, 

Bermuda^  Maiy  23, 1815. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  32d  instant,  informing  me  that 
you  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  agent,  and  instructed  by  him  to  pro- 
ceed, in  the  first  place,  to  Bermuda,  and  from 
I  thence  to  any  other  of  the  colonies  of  His  Bri- 
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,  lor  the  parpMtef  dtmaadin^  ike 
retCoratioBof  ell inblic  or  private propertji aod 
perticttUrly  of  ell  elevev  who  bare  bee»  tehea 
from  the  UDited  States  after  the  ratiieation  of 
the  treaty,  in  eootraTentioD  (at  yoor  Qo? emmeiit 
conceives)  of  the  first  artiole. 

Had  I  felt  myself  aiuhorized  or  qualified  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  seYeral  topics  voar 
letter  embraces^  it  would,  in  the  first  place,  hare 
been  my  duty  to  call  upon  you  to  produce  the 
authority  under  which  yon  luive  eome  to  these 
islands  oa  a  aussion  of  this  public  nature;  for  I 
presume,  as  yon  state  your  appointment  to  he  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  that  the  letter 
you  put  into  my  hand  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  yon  the  day  before  yesterday,  (and  which, 
if  I  recollect  right,  was  sinied  "  Pmckney,"  who 
you  informed  me  was  a  Major  General  in  the  set* 
Tiee  of  the  United  States,)  is  not  the  only  anthot^ 
ity  you  are  in  possession  of.  However,  sir,  it  is 
quite  unnecessary  to  take  this  preliminiiry  step, 
for  the  subject  of  vour  letter  appearing  to  me 
more  properljr  to  belong  to  our  respectiTe  Qo?- 
emments  to  discuss,  than  to  the  officers,  miUtarT 
or  nand,  of  either,  the  regular  channel  through 
which  to  make  any  apnlications  of  the  nature  of 
tkeee  elluded  to  in  it  I  should  anpppae  would  be 
liiefirlftish  Minister  resident  in  the  Unhed  Stales. 
Be  this,  howeTcr,  as  it  may,  I  consider  it  entirely 
but  of  my  proyince  le  enter  into  either  negotiation 
Of  diiensstoa  with  you  on  them }  nnd  the  note 
B0|  from  haviag  learned,  since  you  called  upon 
me,  that  the  subject  of  your  mission  to  these 
islands  had  been  fully  diseosaed  between  Rear 
Admiral  Cockburn  (befaie  he  left  the  coast  of 
Florida)  and  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Ghirerament  of  the  United  States;  and  that  aH 
persons  then  in  possession  of  the  British^  who 
cooid  possibly  be  considered  as  coming  within  the 
most  liberal  constrneiion  of  the  treaty,  had  been 
restored ;  and  that  the  rear  admiral's  conduct  and 
decisions  had  been  fullj  appBored  by  the  late 
Commander-in-Chief;  Sir  Akzander  Cochrane, 
at  Cumberland  island. 

I  shall  not  foil  to  transmit  your  letter  lo  my 
(3o?emnient;  and  it  might,  at  the  same  time,  te 
satisfactory  for  a  copy  of  the  authority  under 
which  you  have  come  to  these  islands  to  aeeom- 
pany  it,  should  you  think  proper  to  fomish  me 
with  one. 

I  need  scarcely  ohsenre  that  it  will  he  a  iosa«f 
time  your  waiting  here  for  the  documents  alluded 
to  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  yonr  letter,  or 
Tisiting  any  other  British  islands  or  settlements 
for  the.  purposes  set  forth  in  yonr  said  letter ;  for 
I  can  venture  to  assure  you  that  there  is  not  any 
authority  at  either  competent  to  deliver  up  per- 
sons who,  daring  the  late  war,  placed  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  fleg,  or  prop- 
erty which  mav  have  been  captured  during  the 
continuance  of  nobilities. 

I  am,  sir,  dbo. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITH. 
JRear  Admiral^  ^c. 

Tnoiua  SPALotno,  Ssq. 


JS. 


EMirmH^aktkrinmJhuAdmm9i9tktSltm^ 

LoROOH,  Jwu  23,  I81& 

I  further  observed  that  the  British  Admn/  stt- 
tioned  in  the  Chesapeake  had  declined  tfAanng 
slaves  that  he  had  taken,  under  a  eonstracuon  u 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  considered  errone^K. 
and  which  I  presumed  this  Qovemment  wooU 
likewise  so  consider ;  that  a  reference  to  the  ori- 
ginai  draught  of  the  British  projet,  and  to  as  li* 
teration  proposed  by  us  and  assented  to  bj  ik 
British .  Plenipotentiaries,  would  immedutelf 
show  the  incorrectness  of  this  construction.  & 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to  refer  this  mti- 
ter  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  authorized  (9 
confer  with  us  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty  of  cmd- 
merce.  He  asked  me  if  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Gil- 
latin  had  communicated  to  me  what  had  passed 
between  them  and  this  Government  oa  thai  &etd. 
I  said  they  had.  After  inquiring  whether  I  was 
joined  in  that  commission,  he  said  that  the  aune 
person  had  been  appointed  to  treat  with  cs  who 
had  concluded  with  us  the  Treaty  at  GhcnL  aad 
that  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Vice  President  oi  Oie 
Board  of  Trade,  had  been  added  to  them.  Tkef 
had  already  had  some  conforences  with  Umn^ 
Clav  and  Gallatin,  and  their  powers  were  bow 
made  out  and  ready  for  them  to  proceed  it  tbe 
negotia^on. 

Extnui  ^  a  ktUr  frmm  Mr.  Adam  io  ikt  audn 

ofStatudaMat 

LiOanonj  Amgutt  IS^  181i 

Sir  :  The  departure  of  Mr.  Bagot  haTingbeei 
some  time  delayed,  and  the  private  accounts  ffom 
the  United  States  received  here  indicating  tiie 
actual  continuance  of  Indian  hostilities  on  ike 
Mississippi  and  Missouri,  I  have  thought  it  mf 
duty,  by  an  official  communication  to  this  Got- 
em  men  t,  to  press  for  thesnnrender  of  Michiiimsck- 
inac,  and  to  apprize  them  that  paymenr  woaJd 
be  claimed  for  me  value  of  the  slaves  eained  s  wvy 
in  contravention  of  the  first  article  oftbe  Treaty 
of  Ghent.  I  have  the  honor  to  eneiose,  herewith, 
a  copjr  of  mv  letter  to  Lord  Casdereagh  on  this 
occasion.  I  had  mentioned  to  him  tbe  subject 
of  the  slaves  in  my  first  interview,  and  he  had  then 
expressed  an  intention  to  r^er  it  to  the  Commis* 
sioners  with  whom  we  were  tfa«i  negotlatiogtiie 
commercial  convention ;  but  they  received  no  in- 
structions relative  to  it,  and  considered  their  pow- 
ers as  limited  to  the  objects  uj^n  which  my  col- 
leagues  were  authorized  conjointly  with  me  n 
treat. 


Extraei  Jhm  Jit'.  Adanu^M  kUa- 10  Lord  CvUenegk 

daUd 

>  •  AuoDST  9, 181^ 

Mt  Loao:  In  two  several  eonteeo^Ma  wttkjsf'l 
Lordship,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  Daeatieoisftss 
refusalof  His  Ma|esty  ?s  nava  Immmanders,  wbOr^tf 
the  r^toiatiop  of  pcMo  between  the  United  dW» 
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and  Gkent  Bfteio.  werevttHioacd  cw  the  Aiti«ieM 
eosst,  to  rtsiore  me  slates  nken  by  tkem  from 
their  owaers  in  the  United  States  danng  the  war, 
and  thtD  a  their  possetsioo^  notwithetaiuling  the 
atipuktioQ  in  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Qheni  that  each  slaves  should  not  be  carried  away. 
PresnmMig  that  you  are  in  possessioa  of  the  eo^ 
respoodenceoD  this  snlMeet  whicb  bas  passed  be-* 
tween  the  Secretary  of  State  of  tbe  United  States 
and  Mr.  Baher,  it  will  be  onneeessary  for  ne  «o 
rqpeat  the  demoaetration  tbat  the  carry iog  away 
ottiieae  slaves  is  ineonipatible  with  the  terms  of 
the  treaty^  But  as  a  reference  to  thedoeuments 
of  the  negotiation  nt  Ghent  may  ser?e  to  elucidate 
the  intentions  of  the  contracting  parties^  I  aatn^ 
daeed'to  jmsent  tbem  to  your  coosideratioa,  in 
hoyes  that  the  Minister  df  His  Majesty,  now  a,hoat 
to  depart  for  the  United  Stales,  may  be  authorised 
to  direct  the  restitution  of  the  slaves  conformably 
to  the  treaty,  or  to  provide  for  the  payneent  of  the 
mdue  of  those  eairied  nway  contrary  to  that  stip- 
lotion,  which,  in  the  erent  of  their  not  being  re- 
stored, I  am  sttstroeted  by  my  Qovenimeot  to 


The  first  projet  of  the  Treaty  at  Ghent  was 
offesed  bv  the  American  Plenipotentitttses,nadihat 
part  of  the  first  article  relating  to  slaves  was  tfaete- 
m  expressed  in  the  following  manner : 

^^Ail  territory,  places,  and  possessions,  withoot 
ezeeptioa,  taken  oy  either  party  from  the  other 
dnrtog  the  war,  or  which  niay  be  taken  after  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  ehall  be  restored  without 
delayj  and  without  caneing  any  destruction,  ov 
earrymg  away  nny  other  public  property;  or 
any  skives  or  other  private  properMr. 

The  fte^et  wne  setorned  by  the  British  PSeni- 
jMotentiaties  with  the  propMai  of  aevefal  altera* 
tioiML  and.  aaaoa^  iha  rest,  n  this  part  of  the  fint 
artaeie^  wniob  tbey  proposed  sheura  be  so  changed 
as  to  read  thus : 

"All  terriiory,  plaooi  and  possessions,  without 
exception,  helonlgiag  to  either  party,  aad  taken  by 
the  other  daring  the  war,  or  whkn  may  be  takea 
after  the  siffning  of  this  treaty,  shall  lie  restored 
withoitt  de&y,  imd  withoot  causing  any  destrac- 
tioa,  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery  9§ 
ether  public  propef  ty.  or  any  slaves  or  othar  pri* 
vate  property,  ongiaailv  captured  in  the  said  forts 
or  puiees,  and  which  eaall  remain  therein  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifieatioas  of  this  treaty." 

it  will  be  observed,  that  in  this  proposal,  the 
worda  "  originally  captarcid  ia  the  said  forts  or 
phtces,  and  which  ahali  remain  therein  npon  the 
latificaUons  of  this  treatjr,"  operated  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  article  as  oriainaliy  proposed  in  the 
Ameriaan  prmet.  Instead  ^8ti|^hitfag  that.no 
property,  pnUtc  or  private,  artillery  or  slaves, 
should  be  carried  away,  they  limited  the  prohibi- 
tion of  removal  to  all  such  property  as  had  been 
originally  captured  in  the  rorts  and  places,  and 
should  remain  there  at  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
ficatioaa.  They  inclnded  within  the  limitation 
private  as  well  as  poblie  property }  and  had  the 
article  been  assented  to  in  this  form  by  the  Amar* 
ican  Plenipotentiaries,  aad  ratified  by  their  Gov- 
enunent,  it  woald  haTc  warranted  the  construe- 


tioa  which  the  British  •eommaodeni  hav^  gf^en 
to  the  article  as  it  wne  ultimately  agreed  to,  and 
whioh  it  cannot  admit  i  for,  by  a  re&rence  to  the 
protocol  of  conference  held  on  the  Ist  of  Decem- 
ber, 1614)  there  will  bcr  fonnd  among  the  ahera- 
tiona  to  the  amended  prcjet,  proposed  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  fotlowiag  : 

*'  Transpose  atterations  consisting  of  the  words 
^originally  cantared  in  the  said  forte  or  placea, 
and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  a€  thislreaty,'  after, the  woids 
pablio  property." 

<«AgN8d  to  by  the  British  Plenipotentinries." 

It  thuB  appears  that  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tinries  admitted,  with  regard  to  artillery  andpab* 
lie  property!,  the  limitation  which  was  prc^Kiaed 
by  the  briiish  peojet,  bat  that  they  did  not  ameaf 
to  it  with  regard  to  slaves  and  private  property; 
that,  ea  the  coatrary,  they  asked  such  a  trans- 
position of  the  words  of  limitation  as  would  leave 
them  apnlicableonly  to  artillery  and  pablic  prop- 
erty, and  would  except  slaves  and  private  prop* 
ert jr  from  thetr  operation  altogether ;  that  the 
British  PlealpoieatMries  aad  Government,  bjr  this 
propoaed  transposition  of  the  words^  had  full  no- 
tice of  the  views  of  the  other  eoatracting  party, 
in  adhering  to  the  geaerality  of  the  prohibition  to 
carry  away  alavee  and  private  property,  wh^e 
SjC^iaiesoina  in  a  iimlmuon  with  respect  to  at- 
tiUery  andjpnblic  property.  With  this  notice, 
thoB^tieh  Cfovernment  agreed  to  the  transpoMtion 
of  the  worde;  and  accordingly,  that  part  of  the 
article  ae  ratified  by  both  Ctovemmoits  now 
steads  thus : 

"All  terriiory,  pbees,  and  possessioae  whatso- 
ever, uken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  am^  be  taken  after  the  sigaing 
of  this  treaty,  eaceptiog  only  the  islaad  hereia- 
aller  mentioned,  shall  he  restored  without  dehiy, 
aad  withoot  caoeina  any  deetroction.  or  carrying 
awaj  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  property, 
origiaaUy  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 
aad  whimiifhallntnaia  tJierein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratificationa  of  this  areaty ;  or  any  slares 
or  other  piivate  property." 

From  thin  Ttew  of  the  stipnlatiooi  as  originally 
proposed  at  the  negoliatioa  at  Ghent,  as  subse^ 
(laently  modified  by  tbe  propolis  of  the  respec- 
tive.Plenipotentiaries,  aad  na  fiaally  agreed  to  hf 
bothrthe  coatsaeting  parties,  I  uast  it  will  remain 
evident,  that,  in  evacoating  all  pUoes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  aad  in  departing 
from  thetr  waters,  the  British  commandere  were 
boand  not  lo  carry  away  any  shives,  or  other 

Srivate  property  of  the  citiaeaa  of  the  United 
itates,  which  had  beea  taken  on  their  shores. 
Had  the  construction  of  the  article  itself  been  in 
any  degree  equivocal,  this  statement  of  the  mUn* 
aer  in  which  it  wasdrawn  ap  would  have  suAced 
to  solve  every  doubt  of  its  meaning*  It  would 
also  alMw  that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  ware 
not  unaware  of  its  purport,  es  understood  by  theee 
of  the  United  Stales,  ana  as  I  am  instructed  to 
man  its  eateootioo. 

I.  O.  ADAMS. 

Loan  GAaTLBBBAAB. 
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JEtdtad  of  a  ktUrJum  Mr.  Adamt  to  iko  Seerdnry 

ofSiaU^daUd 

AuGQST  22,  1815. 
Referring,  tJien,  to  the  ccmiettta  of  my  letter  of 
the  9th  instaDl  to  Lord  Castiereaght  which  he 
had  seen,  I  told  him  (Lord  Lirerpool)  that,  haT- 
ing  expected  Mr.  Bagot  was  on  the  ere  of  his 
departure,  I  had  been  anxioas  that  he  might  go 
proTided  with  instroctions  which  might  ffive 
satisfaction  to  the  Gh)Ternmeni  of  the  Uaited 
States  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  two  Tcrf 
important  stipulations  ia  the  Treaty  of  Qhent, 
He  iaid  that,  as  to  the  surrender  of  Michilimaeki- 
nac,  there  could  be  no  sort  of  difficultf.  The 
orders  for  iu  evacuation  had  been  long  stnee 
given.  It  was  merelv  the  want  of  barracks  for 
their  troops  that  had  occasioned  a  momentarf 
dehiy.  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  fbrt  had 
been  before  this  delivered  up.  There  never  had 
been  for  a  moment  the  intention,  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  to  retain  any  place 
which  they  had  stipulated  to  restore.  But,  with 
respect  to  the  slaves,  they  certainly  construed 
very  differently  from  the  American  Oovernment 
the  stipulations  relating  to  them.  They  thought 
that  it  applied  only  to  the  slaves  in  the  forts  «nd 
places  which,  having  been  takea  dori^  the  war, 
were  to  be  restored  at  the  peace.  I  said  that,  in- 
dependent of  the  construction  of  the  sentence 
which  so  strongly  marked  the  distinction  between 
the  artillery  and  public  property,  and  slaves 
and  prifvate  property,  the  process  by  which  the 
article  had  been  drawn  up.  demonstnated,  be* 
yond  all  question,  that  a  aistinctioa  between 
them  was  intended  and  understood  by  both  par- 
ties. The  first  projet  of  the  treaty  had  been  pre* 
seated  by  us.  This  had  been  required,  and  even 
insisted  upon  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
The  article  was,  therefore,  drawn  up  by  us,  and 
our  intention  certainly  was  to  secure  the  restora- 
tion both  of  the  public  and  private  property,  in- 
cluding slaves,  wnich  had  been  in  aov  numner 
captured  on  shore  during  the  war.  Tne  projet 
was  returned  to  as  with  a  limitation  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  propertjr,  whether  public  or  pri- 
vate, to  such  as  had  been  in  the  places  whcBcap- 
turea,  and  should  remain  there  at  the  time  of  the 
evacuation.    We  assented  to  this  so  far  as  re- 

S;rds  artiilerv  and  public  property,  which,  by 
e  usages  of  war,  is  liable  to  be  taken  and  re- 
moved, out  not  with  regard  to  private  property 
and  slaves,  which  we  thought  should,  at  all  events, 
he  restored^  because  they  ought  never  to  have  been 
taken.  We,  therefore^  proposed  the  transposition 
of  the  words,  as  stated  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.  The  coastruotioa  upon  which  the  British 
commanders  have  carried  away  the  slaves  wonid 
annul  the  whole  effect  of  the  transposition  of  the 
words.  Artillery  and  public  property  had,  of 
course,  been  found,  and  could,  therefore,  be  re- 
stored almost  or  quite  exclusively  in  the  forts  or 
places  occupied  by  troops.  But  there  was  not, 
perhaps,  a  slave  to  carry  away  in  all  those  which 
were  occupied  by  the  British  wnen  the  treaty 
was  concluded;  and  to  confine  the  stipulation 
relating  to  slaves  within  the  same  limits  as  those 


agreed  to  with  regard  to  pobltcpiofytty,  vnU 
reidace  them  to  a  dead  letter.  Bfe^  said  thai  pe- 
haps  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  agiced  s 
the  transposition  of  the  words  there  at  Qhcs; 
without  referring  to  the  Qovernment  here;  aa^ 
that,  althouffh  the  intention  of  the  parties  m^ 
be  developed  by  reference  to  the  coarse  of  the 
negotiations,  yet  the  idtimate  eonstmetioa  mam 
be  upon  the  words  of  the  treaty  mjo  they  ^ood. 
He  would  see  Mr.  Gtoolburn,  and  laqoire  of  hia 
how  they  understood  this  transpositieii ;  hot  c«- 
taialy,  for  himself,  (and  he  coald  speak  for  the 
whole  Government  here,)  he  had  coaaidae^ 
them  only  as  promising  not  to  carry  away  shfe 
from  the  places  which  were  oceapied  by  tbte 
forces,  and  which  they  were  to  evacaate.  Thea 
werCf  perhaps,  few  or  no  slaves  la  the  places  thes 
occupied  by  them,  bot  there  was  a  pn>bahilicv,a! 
the  time  when  the  treaty  was  signed,  that  Aev 
Orleans  and  other  parts  of  the  Soatheia  Siais 
might  be  in  their  possession  at  the  ume  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications.  If  they  had  on- 
derstood  the  words  to  imply  that  persons  who, 
from  whatever  motive,  had  taken  refuge  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  forces^  slioold  be 
delivered  up  to  those  whp,  to  say  the  least,  man 
feel  unkincfly  towards  them,  and  might  treat 
them  harshly,  they  would  have  objected  to  it 
Something  else  (he  could  not  say  imat)  would 
hare  been  proposed.  I  said  I  had  relerres  to  the 
progress  or  the  negotiation  and  the  pfotocsl  of 
conferences,  only  as  confirming  what  I  ihsegbt 
the  evident  purport  of  the  words  of  the  treaty. 
To  speak  in  perfect  candor,  I  wonhl  not  aodo^ 
take  to  saj  that  the  British  rienipotentiaries  hd 
taken  a  view  bf  the  subject  dififereat  from  that  of 
their  Gtovernment ;  but  certainly  we  had  dnva 
np  the  article  without  any  anticipation  that  New 
Orleana  or  other  Southern  ports,  not  then  is  ikeii 
possession,  would,  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaty^ 
be  occupied  by  them.  Oar  intentions  were  to 
provide  that  no  alaves  shoald  be  carried  swaf. 
We  had  no  thought  of  diagaisipg  or  eoaoealiiii 
those  intentions. 

Had  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  adreJ  of  os 
an  explanation  of  our  proposal  to  craaspose  the 
words,  we  shoald  certainly  hare  giwea  it  \ 


evidently  had  an  ol(ject  in  makiag  the  proposal, 
and  w<  thought  the  words  theoiaeivas  taUy  dis- 
closed it.  Our  object  was  the  restoration  of  si! 
property,  inclodiiig  slaves,  which,  by  the  ossga 
of  war  among  civilized  nations,  oi^ht  not  to 
have  been  taken.  All  private  property  on  shore 
was  of  that  description.  It  was  entitled,  by  the 
laws  of  war,  to  exemption  from  capture.  Slaves 
were  private  property.  Lord  Liverpool  said  that 
he  thought  they  could  not  be  considered  pre 
ciseiy  ander  the  general  denomination  of  priraa 

Kroperty;  a  table  or  a  chair,  for  iastancc,  migibt 
e  taken  and  restored  without  changing  its  cea- 
dition,  but  a  living  and  human  being  was  eaci- 
tied  to  other  considerationa.  I  replied  thai  the 
treaty  had  marked  no  such  distincuon;  the  words 
implicitly  recognised  slaves  as  private  property 
in  the  article  aDuded  to— "slaves  or  other  pnrste 
property."    Not  that  I  meant  to  deny  the  pnaei- 
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pie  ftssmoed  by  him:  most  certainly  a  Hying, 
sentient  being,  and  still  more  a  bnman  being, 
was  to  be  regarded  in  a  diflferent  light  from  the 
inanimate  matter  of  which  other  prirate  property 
xnizhi  consist.'  And  if,  on  the  groond  of  that 
difference,  the  firitisb  Plenipotentiaries  had  ob- 
jected to  restore  the  one  while  consenting  to  re- 
store the  other,  we  should  readily  hare  discussed 
the  subject ;  we  might  hare  accepted  or  objected 
to  the  proposal  they  woald  have  made.  Bat 
what  coald  that  proposal  hare  been?  Upon 
what  groaod  coald  Great  Britain  have  refused 
to  restore  them  7  Was  it  because  they  had  been 
seduced  away  from' their  masters  by  the  promises 
of  British  officers?  But  bad  they  uken  New 
Orleans,  or  any  other  Southern  city,  would  not 
all  the  slaves  in  it  have  had  as  much  claim  to 
the  benefit  of  such  promises  as  the  fugitives  from 
their  masters  elsewhere  7  How,  then,  could  the 
place,  if  it  had  been  taken,  have  been  evacuated 
according  to  the  treaty,  without  carrying  away 
any  slaves,  if  the  pledge  of  such  promises  was  to 
protect  them  from  being  restored  to  their  owners  ? 
it  was  true,  proclamations  inviting  slaves  to  de- 
sert from  their  masters^  had  been  Issued  by  Brit- 
ish officers.  We  considered  them  as  devwtions 
from  the  usages  of  war.  We  believed  that  the 
British  Qoveroment  itself  would,  when  the  hos- 
tile passions  arising  from  the  state  of  war  should 
subside,  consider  them  in  the  same  light;  that 
Great  Bfilain  would  ihen  be  willing  to  restore 
the  property,  or  to  indemnify  the  sufferers  by  its 
loss.  If  she  felt  bound  to  make  good  the  prom- 
ises of  her  officers  to  the  slaves,  she  might  still 
be  willing  to  do  an  act  of  justice  by  compen- 
sating the  owners  of  the  slaves  for  the  property 
which  had  been  irregularly  taken  from  them. 
Without  entering  into  a  discussion  which  might 
have  been  at  once  unprofitable  and  irritating,  she 
might  consider  this  engagement  only  as  a  prom- 
ise to  pay  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves  the  value 
of  those  of  them  which  might  be  carried  away. 
Lord  Liverpool  manifested  no  dissatisfaction  at 
these  remans,  nor  did  he  attempt  to  justify  the 
proclamation  to  which  I  particularly  alluded. 


to  Mr.  Baker,  or  the  statement  of  the  proof  with 
regard  to  the  meaninsr  of  the  article,  resulting 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  drawn  up 
and  agreed  to.  The  substance  of  what  he  said 
was,  that,  in  agreeing  to  the  article  as  it  stands, 
they  had  not  Men  aware  that  it  would  bhid  them 
to  restore  the  slaves  whom  their  officers  had  en- 
ticed away  by  promises  of  freedom. 

The  case  of  these  slaves,  carried  away  from 
Cumberland,  seems  not  even  to  admit  of  the  dia- 
tlnction  to  which  Mr.  Baker  and  Lord  Liverpool 
resorted:  yet  the  prospect  of  obtaining  either  res- 
toration or  indemnity  appears  to  be  not  more 
favorable  in  this  case  than  ibany  others  of  the 
same  class.  If  there  were  any  probability  that 
this  Government  would  admit  the  principle  of 
making  indemnity,  it  would  become  necessary  fbr 
me  to  remark  tiiat  the  list  of  slaves  transmiit^ 
to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Lord  Castle- 
reAgh  a  copy,  is  not  an  authenticated  document; 
it  IS,  itielf,  merely  a  copy  of  a  paper,  under  the 
simple  signature  of  two  persons,  one  of  them  an 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  apparently  a  private  iodiTidual.  It  cKn 
scarcely  be  ezpeeted  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment, or,  indeed,  any  other,  would  grant  a  large 
sum  of  indemnities  upon  evidence  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Neither  could  I  fcel  myself  prepared  to 
bargain  for  the  value  of  these  slaves,  aecordiqg 
to  a  general  conjectural  estimate  of  their  value. 
I  have  made  the  offer,  under  the  full  conviction 
that  it  will  not  be  accepted.  But  if  indemnity 
shouhl  erer  be  consented  by  this  Government  to 
be  made,  the  claims  are  of  a  nature  to  be  settled 
only  by  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  authorized  to 
scrutinize,  in  judicial  forms,  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  them.  I  hare  also  thought  it  would  gire 
a  further  sanction  to  the  claim,  to  advance  it 
while  offering  still  to  this  GoTernment  the  alter- 
native of  restoring  the  slaves  themselves. 


ExtraUof  a  Idttr  from  Mr.  Adam*  iQ  Mr.  Mmrot^ 

daUd 

LoRnoii,  QepUmbef  5^  Idl^i 
In  compliance  with  your  instruotions,  1  have 
this  day  addressed  Lord  Castlereagb,  claiming 
payment  from  the  British  Goveramen^  for  the 
slaves  carried  away  from  Cumberland  ipland  and 
the  adjoining  waters,  alter  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  in  contravention  to  one  of 
the  ezpress  stipulations  of  that  treaty. 

My  preceding  despatches,  Noe.  9  and  10,  will 
have  informed  you  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  by 
an  ofllcial  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagb,  and  by  a 
personal  interview  with  the  Barl  of  Liverpool, 
in  relation  to  thi^  subject,  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  your  ^last  instructions.  The  letter  to  Lord 
Casilereagh  has  hitherto  remained  unanswered, 
and  Lord  Lirerpool  made  no  attempt  to  answer 
either  the  reasoning  of  your  letter  oq  the  subject 


Mr*  Adanu  to  hard  Ctutlenagh. 

London,  SepL  6, 1816. 

Mt  Lord:  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  to  your  lordship  on  the  9th  of 
August  last,  I  stated  that  I  had  been  instructed 
by  my  Government  to  claim  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  the  slaves  carried  away  from  the  United 
Statea  bv  the  British  naval  commanders  stationed 
on  the  Amerieao  coast,  notwilhetanding  the  et- 
preas  stipulatioa  to  the  eontrarv  in  the  first  article 
of  the  Treaty  cf  Ghent,  in  the  event  that  audi 
slaves  should  not  be  restored  to  their  owners. 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  list  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  two  slaves  taken  in  the  State  of  Georgia 
by  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Rear  Ad- 
miral Cockbnm^nd  carried  away  aft^r  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  i'rom  Cumber- 
land island,  or  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  same» 
which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sute  of  the  United  States,  with  a  near 
instruction  to  claim  the  indemnity  justly  due  la 
the  owners,  lo  the  full  value  of  each  slave. 
SImuld  His  Majesty's  Government  now  prefer  to 
restore  the  slaves,  who  muat  yet  be  in  their  pos- 
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Ills 


jeiaioo  or  that  «f  tbtir  offieev^  it  it  preMiiDcd  to 
be  stlU  practicable  $  bat  their  remoTal  haring 
beea  ija.  cantravention  of  tbe  express  stipulation 
of  the  treatir,  it  is  to  the  faith  of  GieatBritaiOi 
pledged  by  that  stipulatioo,  that  the  United  States 
can  alone  recur  for  indemnification  to  the  ownen 
for  the  loss  of  their  property,  if  the  slares  are  not 
restored. 

If  it  should  be  deemed  expedient  rather  to  make 
this  eompensation  than  to  restore  the  slares  to 
their  owners,  I  am  authorixed  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  thought  proper  for  as- 
certaininff  the  amount  of  the  indemnity  to  be 
made,  and  settling  the  manner  in  which  it  may 
be  allowed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac, 

JOHN  aUINCT  ADAMS. 

Lifd  ¥iieoBat  GasruiBBAQB,  dto. 


Bjctraci  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adame  to  Mr,  Momvif 

dated 

LoNi>ov,  SepL  2%  1815« 
I  hare  not  yet  received  aay  answer  to  eiiher 
of  those  which  I  addresaed  to  Lord  Castieseagh 
in  relation  to  the  slaves  carried  aw«y  in  violation 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 


Cepf  of  a  ietitr  from  Mr.  Jdame  to  Lord  Batki$rat 

25  Charles  Street, 
WeatminBter^  October  7«  1815. 

My  Lord  :  The  documeau  of  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  lordship  e^ 
ies,  have  been  transmitted  to  me  from  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  with  instructions 
to  apply  to  that  of  His  Majesty  for  the  restituiion 
of  the  slaves  referred  to  in  thenoLor  for  iifdemiity 
to  their  proprietor,  Raleigh  W.  Downman,  lor 
the  loss  of  them.  In  the  cases  which  I  have 
heretofore  presented  to  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Governmeot,  and  concerning  which  I 
am  yet  waiting  for  the  honor  of  an  answer,  I 
have  deented  it  saffieicnt  to  state,  in  support  of 
the  dotnmenls  funMshed,  the  simpW  fad  of  the 
laWag  And  carrying,  away  of  the  Aavee,  and  the 
anpoal  to  the  plain  and  explioii  stipulaciott  in  the 
Tr^ty  of  Ghent,  which  has  heentheieby  violated. 
But,  in  addition  to  theee  gnwinds  oiMLm^  iteaa- 
not  escape  your  loitdahip's  diseoEOMeni,  that  in 
the  present  ease  there  are  eirouaeinaaes  whieh 
#DiiiIe  it  to  paculiar  regard,  independant  airtke 
angagament  in  the  treaty-^thase  slaves  kaiving 
been  taken  and  earned  away  bv  a  British  officer, 
while  himself  under  the  sp«eiai  nndnaltmn  pro- 
tection of  a  flag  of  trace.  The  ccaneaetion^.then- 
fore^  waa  in  tna  natare  of -a  hreaah  of  parole; 
naarhad  not  only  with  tha  eioeptionable  charac- 
ters of  depredation  upon,  private  property,  but 
with  tha  disrmrd  of  that  sacred  pledge  of  peace 
whteh  is  tacitly  and  univarsaUy  understood  to  he 
given  by  the  assumption  of  a  flag  of  tmoa.  To 
prescribe  the  realitotion  of  property  thus  anp- 
.  tared,  no  express  stipulation  could  be  necessary; 
yet  the  stipulation  of  the  tieatr  anpliflB  likewise 
tothepMMUclaiminnllitafoioa.  lamiadaoadt 


to  hojpe  it  will  meet  with  tha  iautt«dinsa 
of  His  Majesty's  GovernmeoL 

I  am  bappy  to  avail  myself  of  the  oacanoa  c 
renew  to  your  lordship  thaaasBcaaea  of  ny  high- 
est consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMa 


Cepy  of  a  note  firom  Lord  BMimrwi  io  Jfr 

FoREiGif  Office,  Oct,  9, 1S15. 

Bart  Bathorst  presents  his  complimenu  to  Mr. 
Adams,  and  has  the  honor  to  infonn  himthi: 
His  Majestv's  Government  will  cause  immeiak 
inquiry  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  slaves  cs* 
ried  away  by  the  oflicer  of  the  flag  of  truce  n 
represented  m  Mr.  Adams's  note  ofthe7ih  instssc 

Lord  Bathurst  requests  Mr.  Adams  will  aco^ 
the  assurance  of  bis  high  consideration. 


^ 


Coptf  4^  m  kttor  from  Mr.  Adamt  to  tU 

StaUidaUd 

OcToan  il,  161$. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  cnciuae  ewfisi  of  two 
papers  received  from  Lortl  Batk«ssi,i^aiiv«  to 
the  taking  and  earrying  avray  of  sfaivA  from  the 
United  Stales  by  the  firitish  nnvml  comwendm 
in  violation  of  the  flrst  nrticte  of  cka  Trearj  of 
CHMut,  and  also  by  an  abuse  of  the  yniTilffss  sl- 
lowcd  10  a  flag  ef  trooe. 

.  I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  dbe.« 

JOHN  aUINCr  ADA1I& 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bathvrat  to  Mr.  Adsmi, 

doM 

FoRBiON  Offioe,  OtU  84^  ISlOi 

The  undersigned,  one  of  His  Binjeaty's  phsci- 
pal  Secretaries  of  State,  has  the  honor  lo  ac- 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adaais's  letter  of 
the  7tb  instant,  with  the  documenia  theieia  coa- 
tained,  relating  to  eleven  slaves,  the  property  of 
Raleigh  W.  Downman,  aa  Ameriean,  suted  to 
have  been  received  on  board  and  carried  ofl'iaa 
fl^  of  Uttce  sent  by  Captain  Banie  ( wheo  senicc 
officer  in  the  command  of  tha  British  AouUm  up 
the  Rappahannock)  to  procure  the  re/ease  of  a 
surgeon's  assistant  who  had  beea  made  prisoner. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  neqaaiBt 
Mr.  Adams,  that  Captain  Burrie  having  been  re- 
ferred to,  withon^  Joss  of  Mle,  for  sach  particc- 
laraae  he  might  be  enabled  to  ^ve  nnan  ihissab- 
jeci,  a  statement  to  the  lUlowiAg  ewet  has  keen 
received  from  that  effioer,  which  the  vmdarsigned 
haauns  to  commnatoate  to  Mr.  A^'nmff 

Captain  Barrie  has  not  aay  doeoments  wiik 
him  to  which  he  can  refer,  bnt  he  feels  eonflden 
that  he  m^y  uuat  to  his  memory  on  thia  iftma«t^ 

The  ieuara  marked  A  and  B^  tmnewtted  bf 
Mr.  Adams.  Capuin  Barrie  hetievea  to  be  cofio 
of  those  which  passed  between  the  AmcrMU 
commaiidiog  officer  and  himsalC 

He  is  oeriain  that  he  never  reeeiTed  the  letter 
marked  O,  a  copy  of  which  is  traaamitted  is  Mx. 
Adams's  letter,  and  has  no  reeoUeccioB  oC  any 
slaves  ever  having  been  received  oa  hoanl  aay 
flag  of  trace  during  .the  lima  lie  wna  tntnttntf 


HIT 


jofvm&nL 


IIIB 


0mit  BtiMit^OigfofmidH0fWUM9. 


ah 


9ith  the  eomnaiMl  9(  the  Ctniipiake  sqoidfoo ; 
f  saeli «  oireuiBstaBee  4id  oee«r,  it  wm  without 
lis  knowledge  or  ■mbovitf .  Had  toeh  an  eireiit 
alien  Qoder  Capiatii  Bsme's  cognisance,  he 
rouki  (if  the  slaves  had  foreibljr  been  taken  from 
be  shore)  iD0tanU7  have  ordefed  tbem  to  be  re- 
tored,  and  the  oncer  so  oflbnding  into  eoafine- 
aent,  till  he  eonld  be  brought  to  trial ;  if,  how- 
tver,  the  slaves  had  volantarily  songht  British 
votection,  and  had  onoe  obtained  a  footing  nnder 
he  British  colon,  he  ebonld  not  bare  taken  apoo 
nmseif  to  allow  them  to  be  forced  back  into  sla- 
rery,  bat  tfaoultf  have  waited  the  dhreetioas  of 
he  Commander*itt«Chief.  Daring  the  two  Win- 
ers that  CafMaia  Barrie  was  employed  as  senior 
dlicer  io  the  Chesapeake,  tbe  slaves  were  con- 
itantlv  escaping  from  the  shore,  and  joining  the 
3ricisii  ahipe;  on  these  occasions  their  general 
iractiee  was  to  shew  something  to  represent  tbe 
vhite  flag;  and  CSapiain  Bariie  thieks  it  net  im- 
vohable  (if  any  smves  were  leoeived  on  board 
he  FraDKlin)  that  they  inay  have  escaped  in  the 
isnoe,  and  have  themsdvea  hoisted  tbe  flag 
vhich  has  been  awom  to. 

Before  the  surgeon's  mate  was  restored,'  Admi- 
«1  Ooekbnra  had  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake; 
ind,  if  the  letter  D  bad  ever  reached  the  Admi- 
al,  Captain  Bairie  is  of  opinion  it  ceriaialy 
vonld  have  been  commnnicated  to  him. 

Captain  Barrie  states  timt  the  moeters  of  the 
laves  rery  frtqnenttv  came  off  to  tha  ships  to 
ilaim  them ;  on  whion  occastofts  he  uniformly 
eft  it  to  the  siavts  whether  they  #oald  remain 
inder  British  prottetioo  or  retom  to  tbeir  mas- 
ers,  and  even  idlowed  the  masters  to  converse 
vith  tbeir  slaves  apart  from  the  ship's  company. 

The  violation  of  a  fla^  of  tnioe  was  a  very 
tnder  subject  with  Capmn  Barrie  at  the  period 
a  qoestioa,  for  he  bad  a  short  time  previous  been 
mgaged  in  correspondence  witb  the  commanding 
ifficer  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Norfolk  on 
vant  of  rtspeet  paid  fo  British  flags  of  truce ; 
me  of  bis  small  toorH9ared  boau,  unarmed,  witb 
i  krge  new  white  flag  flying,  having  been  wan- 
only  flred  on  in  open  day,  thengh  the  boat  was 
)roceedifig  to  the  place  where  the  Americans  had 
irevioasly  arranged  that  flags  of  truce  should  be 
eceived.  Oae  of  Caj^tain  Barrie's  men  was 
liUed  when  the  beat  was  recedingfrom  the  shore, 
irith  ike  flag  of  trace  stitl  flying.  The.  boat  was 
employed  to  land  the  servant  oftbe  Russian  See- 
mmrf  ef  Legation,  who  wastm  board  the  Dragon, 
iraitiog  a  passage  tn  EurcpCL  Captain  Barrie 
eoarka  on  Downman's' memorial,  that,  till  after 
he  peaocy  a  eqtiadron' was  constantly  in  theChee- 
ipeafce ;  and  that,  though  the  Dragon  Ikad  sailed, 
he  letter  D,  if  tnen  in  existence,  could  easily 
Mve  been  preseated  to  tbe  senior  officers^  either 
It  Tangier  island  or  Symhan  bay.  The  Frank- 
in  (tbe  vessel  stated  to  have  carried  off  the 
laves)  remained  in  the  bay  with  the  ship  she 
vas  manned  from-"the  Havana. 

The  anderstgned  trusts  that,  after  a  perusal  of 
he  above  statement  on  tbe  part  of  Captain  Bar- 
tie,  Mr.  Adams  will  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
some  aaietake  exists  with  respect  to  tne  condaet 


imputed  to  that  officer.  Bnt  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  acquaint  Mv.  Adams,  that,  In  order 
to  ascertain,  as  weil  as  possible^  the  real  state  ef 
the  transaction,  a  eommanicatuHi  will  be  maile 
forthwith  to  Admiral  Cockbom,  for  the  t)o»peie 
of  obtaintng  further  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, with  which  be  must  have  been  acquainted, 
as  it  appears  that  he  had  anived  In  the  Chesa- 
peake before  the  surgeon's  owte  was  reacnfed. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  will  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

BATHURBT. 


Copy  of  a  note,  from  Lord  BatkurU  to  Mr*  Admm», 

dated 

FoBBieu  Omoa,  Osf.  84^  181& 

The  undersigned,  one  of  Hie  Majesiy's  piiaei- 
pal  Secretaries  of  State,  has  had  the  honor  lo 
receive  Mr.  Adama^s  letters  of  the  9th  of  August 
aiki  5th  of  SepteiAber  last  $  the  flrst  of  which  re- 
cites  tbe  first  article  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent,  ukI 
requires  "  that  His  Ma jesty'to  .naval  eommandeia, 
who,  at  the  restoration  of  peace  batween^tha  Uni- 
ted States  and  Gkeat  Britain,  were  stationed  on 


the 


coast,  should  reemre  tbe  slaves 


taken  bv  them  from  their  owners  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war,  and  then  in  their  posses- 
sion." This  claim  is  set  tip  in  eoDsetj^enoe  ef 
the  following  interpretation  which  is jeiven  to-ihe 
first  article  of  the  said  treaty  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  in  as  far  as  it  relateeto 
slaves' and  private  property,  namely  :  ^hat,  in 
evaouatin^  all  places  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  departing  from  their 
waters,  the  British  oommandenrs  were  bound  not 
to  carry  away  any  slaves,  or  oth^  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citiuens  of  the  United  States,  which 
baa  been  taken  upon  their  shores  f^  and  it  takes 
its  origin  from  a  diflerent  eenstrnction  of  the 
same  artiele  of  the  treaty  by  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers  on  the  coast' of  America,  who  (according 
te  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Baker  of  the  Ist  ef 
April)  con teiid  that  ^slaves  and  other  privmte 
property  are  comprised  under  the  same  regulation 
with  artillery  and  other  public  property  i  and  that 
none  ought,  in  coneequence,  to  be  restored,  ex- 
cept such  as  were,  at  the  time  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  In  the  forts  and 
plaees  where  they  were  orl^atly  taken.'' 

The  arguments  brought  forwaiu  by  the  Amer- 
ican Qovernment  in  support  of  their  understand- 
ing of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
re^  partly  upon  such  collateral  evMence  as  may 
be  deduced.fW>m  the  intention  ef  the  negotiators 
at  tbe  time  tbey  drew  up  that  article.  The  un- 
dersigned need  not  remind  Mr.  Adams  of  tbe  in- 
convenience whitf b  would  result^  were  the  par- 
lies upon  whom  treaties  are  binding  to  recur  to 
the  intentions  of  tbe  negotiators  of  such  treaty, 
instead  of  taking  as  their  guide  tbe  context  ot 
tbe  treaty  itself  on  any  point  of  controversy  re- 
specting it. 

The  undersigned  is,  however,  willing  to  waive 
this  objection.  In  this  instance,  it  would  appear 
that  the  alteration  in  the  erigiAal  artiale  proposed 
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by  tlM  Britisli  Commlssiojiers  was  iatrodoced  by 
a  Yerbal  ameadmeiit  tqggesied  by  the  American 
PlenipoteDtiaries.  Many  alterations  of  this  kind 
took  plaoe,  sometimes  at  the  saggestion  of  One 
party,  and  sometimes  of  the  other ;  bat  it  sorely 
IS  not  meant  to  be  inferred  from  this  that  a  change 
of  phrase,  professedly  Teital,  is  to  be  taken  as 
necessarily  denoting  or  importing  an  admitted 
chaitge  of  construction.  It  is  certainly  possible 
tbat  one  party  may  propose  an  alteration  with  a 
mental  reservation  of  some  constrnetioo  of  his 
own.  and  that  he  may  assent  to  it  on  a  firm  per- 
saasion  that  the  construction  continues  to  be  the 
same ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  mav  conciliate,  and 
yet  concede  nothing  by  giring  his  assent.    The 

Koposed  alteration  was  considered  as  merely  Yer- 
1 ;  no  suspicion  appears  to  have  been  enter- 
tained that  it  cban^d  the  stipulation  as  oriffinally 
introduced ;  and  it  is  not  averred  that  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  then  thought  of  the  con- 
struction now  set  up  by  their  Government.  The 
meaning  of  the  British  negotiators  is  admitted  to 
have  been  made  quite  apparent  by  their  pro|et ; 
and  as  nothing  passed  indicative  of  any  objections 
to  it  on  the  part  of  the  American  Commissioners, 
or  of  any  departure  from  it  by  the  British  nego- 
tiators when  the  alterations  were  suggested  ny 
one  party  and  acceded  to  by  the  other ;  and  as 
there  was  no  discussion  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king the  restitution  more  extensive  as  to  slaves 
anoother  private  property  than  as  to  the  other 
property  mentioned,  the  undersigned  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  conclusions  which  Mr.  Adams  and 
his  Government  have  drawn  from  this  manner 
of  viewing  the  subject.  The  undersigned  wiU 
now  proceed  to  examine  that  part  of  the  subject 
which  regards  the  construction  that  has  been 

given  to  the  context  of  the  article  in  question  by 
»e  Government  of  the  United  States. 
By  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  it  is  stipulated 
that  *^  there  shall  be  a  firm  and  universal  peace 
between  His  Britannic  Mi^ty  and  the  United 
Slates,  and  between  their  respective  countries, 
territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 

{ree,  without  exception  of  places  or  persons.  Ail 
ostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease  as 
soon  as  this  treaty  shall  have  been  ratified  by 
both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  All  ter^ 
ritory,  places,  and  posseMions  whatsoever,  taken 
by  either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  trea- 
ty, excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  with- 
out causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away 
any  of  the  artilierv  or  other  public  property  ori- 
ginally captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or 
other  private  property.  And  ail  archives,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or 
belonging  to  private  persons,  which,  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  either  party,  shall  be,  as  far  as  mav  be 
practicable,  forthwith  restored  and  deliverea  to 
the  proper  authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  I 
respectively  belong.    Such  of  the  islands  in  the  I 
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bay  ci  Pasaamaqqodty  as  are  ehaiwied  by  bstl 
parties  shaU  remain  in  the  poasewois  oi  the  futf 
in  whose  occupation  they  laay  be  at  the  timtfi 
the  exchange  of  the  fitificauoas  oi  this  tmti. 
nntil  the  decision  respecting  the  title  tn  the  siid 
islands  shall  have  been  nsade,  Id  cooibnHty  wiii 
the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty. 
**  No  disposition  made  by  this  tieat^  as  tsneJi 
issession  of  the  islands  and  tenitoiiei  thmtd 
f  both  parties  shall  in  any  mnimer  whaissenr 
be  construed  to  affect  the  right  of  either." 

The  main  purport  of  the  firat  aniele,  iatk 
former  part  of  it.  relates  to  the  general  paciia- 
lion,  and,  In  the  latter  part  of  it,  to  aoae  of  ^ 
direct  consequences  on  the  tcrritorisi  possesiise 
of  the  two  countries,  and  the  propeity  witkk 
such  possessions.  As  to  the  pnblie  propertf  is 
the  posts  or  places  to  be  restored,  it  provides  thtL 
if  it  shall  have  the  doehle  eonditioB  annexed  is 
it  of  havinjg  been  origioalty  eaptorad  thenia,  aad 
of  remaining  thereta  wheii  the  latifieatioas  Mn 
exchanged,  then  such  property  is  to  he  restored, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  destroyed  or  earried  away.  It 
would  surely  have  been  nnaaaal  and  aaieasoa- 
aUe  to  have  stipulated  for  the  restitaiioaof  aay 
property  which  never  had  beloaged  to  the  foitsr 
place,  or  which  had  been  already  destrojred  sr 
carded  away,  so  as  no  longer  in  fiuracss  to  kite 
been  considered  as  bebnging  to  it ;  for  it  wedd 
seem  to  have  no  connexion  with  the  sohject-ant- 
ter  of  that  part  of  the  article  ia  whieh  the  sdfa- 
laiion  concerning  it  miut  be  sa|>posed  to  occul 
As  to  public  property,  it  appears  qoiie  plaia  thst 
the  carrying  away  here  spokea  of  is^oaitbe 
fort  or  place  to  which  it  beloaged,  aad  from  as 
other ;  for  the  condition  which  is  adiaitied  to 
apply  to  that  would  otherwise  have  ao  appliea- 
tion  at  all ;  and  no  souad  reaaoa.  can  be  girca 
why  the  condition  might  not,  in  both  lu  hfaachei, 
apply  as  well  to  private  as  to  pahlie  propetty, 
provided  the  construction  would  fiatrly^  admit  of 
It.  Both  parties  appear  to  agree  as  to  the  condi- 
tions which  relate  to  public  piopeity.  But  then 
immediately  follow,  in  the  same  eeateoee^  the 
words  ^  or  any  slaves  or  other  private  propeity;^ 
and  here  the  question  is,  whether  alavesaad  other 
pi  vate  property  are  to  be  restored  under  the  same 
limitation  provided  in  the  same  article,  aad  ia 
that  part  of  it  which  immtdiately  pretedea  the 
words  in  question,  or  whether  they  ace  to  be  re- 
stored undar  difiereat  provisioaal  la  the  fiist 
place,  the  words  do  aot  adiait  of^  oor  is  it  con- 
tended by  either  party  that  there  is  aay  distiac- 
tion  whatever  made  in  this  article  between  slafcs 
and  other  private  property.  They  are  inoonte^ 
tably  pimped  on  the  same  footing;  aad  whaterer 
stipulations  in  this  article  apply  to  slaves,  as  oat 
description  of  private  property,  most,  of  aeeessitf, 
apply  equally  to  all  otaer  private  property  re- 
ferred to  in  the  article.  The  qneatton  thes  is, 
under  what  conditions  is  it  stipolated  that  ^- 
vate  property  (slaves  incliuive)  is  to  be  restsredT 
If  it  be  contended  that,  by  the  position  of  tbe 
words  in  this  article,  private  property  is  released 
from  all  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  adnit* 
ted  that  pubUe  property  is  to  be  lestoted,  the  ret- 
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teatioD  iiaeooiM.io  that  eve  iMKOoditiMitl*  Bat 
Iff.  MooTM  does  oot  cootmid  for  ma  asooDdicioflHil 
e^itatiofli  and,  thei^iwr*,  amoM  to  admit  that  tlM 
itipulation  mpeetiaf  pmrmie  ptupvttf  k  noi  ■ 
lew  and  suMa^tial  stipvlfttioii)  Hidapeaidciit  of 
ireeediog  words ;  but  toat  the  worda  ^  oanyiog 
iway,"  whiah,  ia  the  {>reoe4uaff  pan  of  the.8to- 
eoee,  api^y  to  the  reatitation  of  )Ntblio  piofierff , 
ippl^  caaally  to  the  rattitotiea  of  private  prop 
Tty.  But,  if  the  worda  "*  carry iog  sway '^  apply 
0  pkate  aa  wall  aa  pahtie  property,  bow  oil- 
irdv  arbitrary  it  is  to  say  tiiat  toe  iaievwiiiaf 
rords  do  aapiy  to  the  ooe,  and  do  aoa  apply  to 
he  other,  amoagh  the  words  **  earryiag  awwy^ 
^BBBiaticaUy  goveni  both* 
Adoiittiog,  however^  thia  arbitrary  eoaataoe^ 
too,  still  il  would  be  nera  eiteaaiva  ihaa  Umk 
or  which  Mr.  Monro*  eoataatlai  for,  ia  that  ease, 
here  would  be  ao  limiiatioa  aarigaed  as  te  the 
>laoe  where  the  prifatepfopeity  waa  ar%iaally 
aptured,  oar  aay  limitatioa  aa  to  the  place  from 
rheoca  the  private  property  waa  nee  to  he  canied 
[Wav.  All  BMrchaiu  veaaels,  thcrefera,  eaptorad 
m  the  hi||k  aeaa,  aad  their  eaecta,.-maai,  acaevd- 
Bg  to  this  eenaftraetiea,  beieatoicd,efea  if  they 
tboald  Boi  be  -^hiUdn  the  iimita  of  she  UaHed 
Statea  at  the  time  of  theegmhaage  of  the  ratiflaa* 
ioms.  Neither  weald  there  he  aay  limitadoD  aa 
0  the  time  sabae^aeat  to  which  the  carrying 
iway  ia aoi to  take  plaoe.  it> might  befrom  the 
lommeneeoaantof  the  war^  or  ftom  tlie  aigaatate 
rf  the  treaty^  or  from  the  a^ahaaga  of  the  ratii* 
acions:  wharcaa  lir^  AAaoroe  doateads  that  the 
daces  where  they  had  bee*  erigidaily  captored. 
he  places  from  whence  ihey  most  not  be  carriea 
way,  and  the  period  to  which  this  limitation  ap- 
liies,  are  well  ascertained  by  the  first  artiefe. 
LecordiD^to  the  oonstraction  of  this  article  by 
he  Americaii  €k>rehiraeBt,  the  private  properly 
a  eoacempl^ion  is  limiied  to  aaeh  as  had  been 
rifittailir  captarad  wiihta  the  terrtteriea  ef  the 
Jnued  dtatea;  aad  auch  property,  aeeaptamd 


tha  aacead  artiele  whiab  scitHdataa  the  ceatraiy. 
By  Che  aaeoad,  the  aoeditiaaa  are  atipadated  os 
which  veaatls  and  their  efibots  are  to  bh  restored; 
they  are  to  be  veacored  if  the  veaaels  ha  aot  ca|H 
tared  until  after  a  given  tiaae  from  the  esofaaoge 
of  the  ratifications.    If  the  vessels  were  captored 
pravioiis  to-the  time  limited,  n^either  ihey  nor  their, 
efiects  are  to  be  restored,  wherever  such'  vessels 
with  their  efiects  may  be,  altboogb  they,  should 
be  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  yeL  l^l- 
cording  to  the  stipalatioas  of  the  second  article, 
which  havea  dir^t  application  to  private  prop* 
erty  on  shipboard^  if  they  have  been  captared 
whhin  a  limited  tvme,  they  may  be  carried  away 
at  any  snbseqaent  period,  without  referettce  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications.    To  Mr.  Moa» 
roe^  obsertatiott,  that  descroctlon,  in  the  first 
article,  cannot  apply  to  slaves,  it  mfight  be  sitfi'^ 
cfent  to  answer,  that  the  expression  may  certainlf 
apply  to  other  private  property,  and  that  tlm 
supttiatknis  which  apply  to  one  mast  apply  to 
the  oriier;  but  the  observation  is,  in  truth,  not 
material  to  the  ^eaiioa  at  issue,  beeaase  the 
point  in  dispute  is  not  with  relbrence  to  private 
property  carried  away ;  which  words,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, do  apply  to  slaves  and  other  private  prop- 
erty.   The  question,  then,  seems  to  be  this,    la^ 
that  constrnciion  the  true  one  which  is  the  atoat' 
simple  and  Is  grammatically  correct,  and  wasthtt' 
which  it  is  admitted  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
iateoded,  and  agaiost  which  the  other  did  not  at 
the  time  object?  or  is  that  construction  to  be 
adopted  which  was  not  at  the  timepiofas^d, 
which  the  words  of  the  aaiicle  do  not  express, 
and  which  is  ia  contravei^tf  09  of  the  article  w.^ola 
immediately  fbllows  it? 

In  this  alternative,  the  undersigned  has  ao  hea* 

itatkm  in  commttoicaciag  to  Mr.  Adams  that  the 

British  Oeeemment »  onder  theneaamity  af  ad- 

heria^  so  the  eecstraetioa  of  the  dispaiad  paiol< 

ia  the  fiait  articia  of  the  Treaty  ef  Oheat^  ae  aat 

.    ,     _  ,   forth  in  this  aote,  aaaoh^s  it  haa  to  rmat  that 

anat  aot  he  caraied  away  after  theeaahaaga  of  the  eoasmiotioa  aboal^difler  aearidalyfiean  ihaa 

he  ratifieattoas^  her  fremi  any  phiee  withta  the  I  of  the  Qevernmeat  of  the  United  fiiaicft 


imite  of  the  Uaited  States  wheihat  thia  prieafie 
iroperty  be  at  thai  period  ia  Aaaricaa  portt,.ar 
kitiah  ahipa^rwar^  c»  British  vamaia.  Bat  if 
he  firat  arUcte  provide  for  ail.theae  stipahitieat, 
oe  of  thuimiplaeiiigpiivafteBippmy  oa  the  same 
eotiog  aa  that  oa  whieh^  by  the  amaay^  pohlia 
»roperty  is  plaoed,  aad  the-etheia  enahbahaag. 
[iMmilai  eaaiditionst  it  ia  inapoaaible  to  look  at 
bcao  paaaagea  ia  thia  firct  «rtide,  which  e^a 
ioam  be  oMde  to  qiply  to  adeh  pravisaaai^  and 
Hrt  ba  at  once  aatisfiad  that  t^aae  iani^oai 
iMAOt  he  eatraciad^  witheitt  aaeh  aaaianoaa 
md  iotOTpdaiioaa  aa  the  aadataigaad  ia  per* 
oaded  that  it  is  not  the  inteiition  ef .  the 


The  aadetaigpad  raqoeata  Mr«  Adaai^taaaeepa 

the  asaoraaoes  of  hia  Mgh  eeaahiatatioa. 

BATHUBftT^ 


Bg^roet  of  a  ktUrfiom  ike  ametary  o/AMe  la  J^. 

jldhair,dkiM 

NoVEMBBft  16,  1815. 

It  caanot  be  doubted  that  the  British  Gkivcf»- 
meat  will  maice  a  juat  iademniiy  to  tiie  owhiMir 
for  the  aU^M  who  were  carried  from  the  Uaited 
States  by  the  Briiiah  officers,  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.  The  coaatraatioa  ef  the  ar tictOi 
to  this.sttb^t.  given  ta  my  letter  to  VU 


iean  Government  to  amiauin.  As  to  the  ap- 1  Bahar»  aad  mauaained  with  so  much  f e^oa  ^ 
dication  of  this  article  to  private  proMrty  on  force  ia  your  coaJGBrence  wuh  Lord  LiverpooL  is 
bioboard,  aeither  does  the  first  attiereitad^  aor  that  aloaa  which  can  be  admitted  here.  The 
Rdfanr  discoaatOB  Mpeetln«  it,  expiaaa  or  tefcr  palpabU  vioUuM  of  the  ueaty  by  the  BrUMh 
o  anr  Mch  rastltatba  of  property  reaialBing  intofioeBi  ia  oaarymg  thoae  persons  oft  after  the 
Sritiak  ahipa  of  WW  or  ttntUh  vemels*  There  I  peace  waa  proclaimed,  from  the  presence  of  their 
m  aat  oi£^ao  wflrds  ia  d|a  atiiaie  whieh  atlpo- 1  ownwa,  e»ciifd  a  seaaibiUty  which  aced  ae(  be 
S^MoHmpviaioa,  hot  there  k  a  ^rtviiMm  hi  I  daaeiiM*  A  viiPHWs  efibrt  of  the  Gbeargmiiat 
14lh  Co«»2d  SBsa^— -36 


UM 


11S4 


Ami  Jirdaiii— AgMKafMn  tfSlmm. 


Litis  of  the  slares  takao  fron  Camberkod  iskad 
and  Tangiera  iiftT«  tlreadf  been  fprwrnrded,  and 
liKt  of  lAOte  tmkeD  from  othw  ports  will  be  for* 
ipordod  whoa  obtaiaod. 


Btiract  of  a  ktierfrom  the  SeerHary  of  Siaie  to  Mr. 

Adamo,  Med 

November  20^  1815. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  British  GoTernment 
will  pav  for  anjr  slaves  who  were  carried  from 
the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  of 
which  satisfactory  proof  is  not  adduced.  The 
proof  applicable  to  those  who  were  taken  from 
Cumberland  and  Tangier  islands  will,  I  presume^ 
ha  placed  on  the  strongest  ground ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  proof  equally  strong  may  be  obtained 
of  the  removal  of  many  othersi  who  were  carried 
off  after  the  peace  in  British  ships  from  other 

Quarters.  It  is  important  that  the  principle  be 
rst  established  that  the  British  Government  will 
pay  for  the  slaves  carried  off  in  violation  of  the 
treaty.  The  manner  of  liquidating  the  claims  is 
the  next  point  to  be  arranged.  The  mode  sug- 
gested by  yon,  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,  with  full  powers  to  investigate 
every  case,  is  thought  the  most  eligible — indeed, 
the  only  one  that  could  do  justice  to  the  parties. 
This  board  ought  to  consist  of  one  or  more  com- 
missioners, to  be  appointed  in  equal  number  by 
Midi  Government,  and  to  hold  its  session  in  the 
United  States.    . 


Maftrad  of  a  kiterfrom  Mr,  Adamo  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

LoMooH,  A6. 8, 1816. 

In  adviertiog  to  the  subjoot  of  tho  alavos,  I  re- 
nunded  him  {Lord  Castloreagh]  that  there  were 
thaee  diatinoi  potnts  rclaitng  to  thcmy  whieh  had 
baafe  asdar  diseussion  betwaaa  the  two  Qov- 
ammamta.  Thefiiat, reganUng the slavca oarriad 
away  by  iha  British  eommandon  from  the  Ual- 
tad  Dtaias,  eoatiary,  aa  iha  Amtriaaa  <iovcrn- 
mott t  holds,  to  the  exwasa  stipaJation  of  the  Treaty 
of  CHMat.  After  referring  to  the  oorreBpondence 
which  has  taken  piaca^aihis  topic  at  Washing- 
tm  a«4 hace,  I  okaervafi  thft  the  last  note.con- 
aeroing  it,  which  I  ha4  rfceived  from  Lord 
Batharst,  seemed  to  intimate  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  taken  its  final  determination  on  the 
matter ;  that  I  hoped  it  was  not  so ;  I  hoped  they 
would  give  it  further  eonsidentioo ;  it  had  baea 
the  cause  of  so  much  anxiety  to  my  Government  i 
it  was  urged  so  constantly  and  so  earnestly  in 
my  Instmctions.  The  language  of  the  treatjr  ap« 
peared  to  as  so  clear  and  aneqoivocai ;  the  viola- 
tion of  it,  in  carrviogaway  the  slaves^  so  manifest; 
and  the  losses  or  property  occasioned  to  our  citi- 
zens so  considerable,  and  so  serious,  that  I  would 
not  abandon  the  hope  that  further  consideration 
would  be  given  to  it  her«,  and  ultimately  that 
satisfaction  woold  be  made  to  the  United  Stales 
09  thte  csuae  of  complaint.  Lord  Caatlertagh 
said  that  ha- had  not  seen  the  ooiveepoadenea  so 


whmh  Irefinrad,  hat  thai  he  would  luivett  looksi 
op^  and  examine  it.  There  was,  I  told  bin,  s 
special  repfaseatation  ceoeeraing  eleTCtt  skvs 
taken  from  Mr.  Dowansan  by  the  TiolAtioa  of  i 

a  of  truce  sent  ashore  by  Camaia  Barrie.    1 
also  received  from  Lord  Bataaist  mn  aatwer 
relative  to  thta  complaint,  stating  thee  it  bad  been 
referred  to  Capuin  Barrie  for  a  report,  aadgir- 
iag  the  substance  of  that  which  he  had  made.  U 
did  not  disprove  any  of  the  facts  alleged  bf  Mr. 
Dowanun;  bnti  must  remark  that  Captain  Bam 
was  himself  the  officer  who  had  aeat   the  &f 
of  truce,  aad  who  was  responsible  for  the  viols- 
tioa  of  it ;  end  that,  as  a  general  principle^  it  wti 
scarcely  to  be  exoected  that  aatisfaetum  forsa 
injury  coold  ever  be  obtained,  if  the  report  of  the 
person  upon  whoa  it  was  charged  shoold  be  re- 
ceived as  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  compkiat 
He  said  he  supposed  the  complaint  itself  was  only 
theaUfgatiott  of  an  indiv  ideal,  and  that,Batnmlly, 
reference  must  be  oiade  to  the  officer  coiajrfaifled 
of  for  his  answer  to  the  charge.     I  itfrfied  that 
the  dtMameMs  '  had  furaished  copies  ai^  in  Mr. 
Dowaman's  ease,  did  not  consist  aacrdf  of  his 
aliegatioBs :  there  were  affidavits  of  sevenl  otbec 
persons — takea,  indeed,  tx  parte,  because  thev 
OUttld  aot  be  taken  otiierwise— but  they  were  faU 
aad  strong  to  the  poiats,  both  of  tJie  ▼iolaiiaa  of 
the  fiag,  and  of  the  earryieg  away  of  the  dares. 
He  said  he  did  not  know  how  they  eoald  pnectd 
otherwise,  unless  the  aflair  were  of  safficieat  im- 
portance for  the  appointment  of  cooaaaissioam 
by  the  two  GovernmenCa;  bat  he  liad  not  sem 
the  papers,  aad  would  look  into  theoa. 


Esftract  of  a  letter  from  Mr^  Adame  to  Ifr.  Momm, 

dated 

Loifooif,  Pebmarjf  17, 1816^ 

The  note  respecting  the  slaves  carried  eimy  U 
a  reply  to  that  which  I  received  from  Earl  fiaih- 
orst  in  October  last,  as  an  answer  to  yoor  lettter 
to  Mr*  Baiter,  and  to  my  lettera  of  the  9th  Augmt 
and  dth  September  last  to  Lord  Caatlere^h.  A 
copy  of  Lord  Bathurst^  note  was  traasmicied  to 
you  immediately  after  it  was  reed  vedL  Thedecer- 
miaationto  refuse  all  satisftoiioB  Air  chit  glaring 
violation  of  the  treaty  appeared,  hf  the  note,  to 
be  so  aettled  and  peremptory,  that  I  thought  it 
would  be  oMst  prudent  to  allow  some  iolecral  of 
time  to  elapse  pievkias  to  exposing  ail  the  disto^ 
tion  of  facta  and  perversion  oC  arguaaeot  with 
which  it  abounded.  I  found,  upon  conrersatioa 
with  Lard  Casdareagb,^that  he  had  aeea  noae  of 
the  papers  svhie^had  passed  oa  this  ^oeatioa  dur- 
iag  his  ahseaca  in  Fnaaoe,  apd  this  cireamataace 
has  afforded  a  proper  occasion  for  urging  the  dis- 
cumion  again. 


Mi^ 


Mr.  Adame  to  the  JUght  Honorable  Lord  VUeeoiU 
Cattleret^h,  Hie  MBJfeoty'e  prmey^  Socrttmytf 
State  for  the  D^artmerU  of  Foreign  A^mre. 

No.  13  Caavaa  STBauTi  Feb.  17, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  Bnroy  Sxtraordiaary  sad 
Ifiaisier  PioDipoieatiary  fhrn  the  Uoited  States 


lUI 


APBSKDJSL 


lUC 


Ontd  flnVflfa    JUiimi  fiif iimi  «f  iSEoMt. 
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of  AoMmty  nquntB  thit  aMutioii  of  Lord  Cattle- 
reogh  10  the  letters  which  he  had  the  hooor  of 
addrcesiag  to  his  lordship  on  the  9th  of  August 
and  5th  of  September  last,  in  relatioa  to  the 
slaves  belos^iflg  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Statesi  oarrieq  away  by  the  ii«?al  commanders  of 
the  British  forces  from  places  within  the  United 
Stales  sohsequeDtly  to  the  peace  between  the 
two  eoantries,  aod  la  violation  of  the  engagemeoC 
in  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Qheot. 

In  pressing  this  snbiect  once,  more  upon  the 
consideratiott  of  His  Majesty's  Gorernment,  the 
undersigned  deems  it  necessary  to  state  the  terms 
of  the  stipnlatioa  in  the  treaty,  and  the  facts  in 
breach  of  it.  constituting  the  iojury.  for  which  he 
is  instructed  to  ask  redress  from  the  justice  and 
good  faith  of  the  British  Government. 

The  stipulation  of  the  treaty  is  as  folio  ws : , 

*'AU  territory,  places,  aod  possessions  whatso- 
ever, taken  by  either  party  from  the  other  during 
the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing 
of  tbia  treatyi  excepting  only  the  leads  herein- 
after  oBentioned,  shall  w  restored  without  delay, 
and  witkoot  eansiag  any  detraction,  or  carrying 
awajf  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  noblic  proocrty 
originally  captured  in  the  said  torts  or  piaces, 
and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  toe  ex« 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty ;  or  any 
slaves  or  other  private  property." 

The  facts  in  violation  of  this  stipulation  ar^ 
in  evaiioating  sundry  places  within  the  United 
States  which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  dur- 
ing the  war«  the. British  naval  commanders  did 
carry  away  great  numbers  of  slaves  belonginfp  to 
citizens  of  the  United  Sutes.  In  his  letter  orthe 
5th  of  September  the  nndersigned  had  the  honor 
of  eadosiog  a  list  of  seven  hundred  and  two  slaves 
onrricd  away,  after  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  from  Cumberland  island  and  the  waters 
adjaeeoti  in  the  State  of  Georgia^  by  the  forces 
under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Coekburn, 
with  the  names  of  the  slaves  and  those  of  their 
owaera^eitisens  of  the  United  States.    A  number, 

?;rhap8  still  greater,  were  carried  away  from 
mmgmt  isUnd|ia  the  Sute  of  Virginia,  and  from 
other  places,  ws  of  whom  and  of  their  profirietors 
the-  undersigned  expecu  to  be  enabled  in  like 
maaaer  ia  produce.  The  only  foundation  which 
these  naval  commanders  have  aUsged  for  this 
pr<»eodase  was  a  construction  of  the  H^ragmph 
coataiaii^  this  >  stipulation^  so.  contrary  to  its 
grammatical  sense  and  obvious  purporty  that  the 
undersigned  is  well  assured  if  the  same  phrase 
had  oeourced  in  any  municipal  contraet  between 
individuals,  no  judicial  tribunal  in  this  kingdom 
woold  entert^n  for  a  moa^enta  question  upon  it.; 
a  construction  under  which  the  whole  operation 
of  the*  words  *^  slaves  or  other  private  property" 
was  aaiuhilated,  by  extending  to  them  the  limi- 
tatkra  .con^ufd  bf  <be  words  of  the  treaty  to  ar- 
tillery and  public  property. 

lo  aMhion  to  the  unequivocal  import  of  the 
words,  the  undersigned,  io  his  letter  ot  the  9th  of 
August,  fidduced  the  manner  in  which  the  article 
had  been  drawn  upj  discussed,  and  finally  agreed 
nnAn.  at  the  neffotiation  of  tbe  treaty,  to  prove 


apion*  Bl  the  n^tiation 


that  intention  of  the  parties  had  been  couformablo 
to  the  plain  letter  of  tbe  article.  It  was  intimU'* 
ted  in  tbe  answer  t6  his  two  letters  which  he  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  from  Earl  Bathnrst,  that 
some  inconvenience  might  result  if  the  parties 
upon  whom  treaties  are  binding  were  to  recur  to 
the  intentions  of  the  negotiators  of  such  treaty,  in- 
stead of  taking  as  their  guide  the  context  or  the 
treaty  itself  on  any  point  of  controversjr  resoect- 
ing  It.  In  reply  to  which,  the  undersignea  ob- 
serves that  his  letter  did  not  recur  to  the  inten- 
tions of  .the  negotiators,  but  to  the  intentions  of 
tbe  parties  to  the  treaty,  as  manifested  in  the  pro- 
cess of  drawing  op  and  agreeioff  to  the  article  t 
and  not  even  to  tnem  instead  of  the  context  ot 
the  treaty  itself,  but  to  support  and  maintain  the 
context  of  the  treaty  against  what  he  deemed  a 
misconstruction  eqaally  at  variance  with  the  rules 
of  srammar  and  ihe  iotentioos  of  the  parties. 

It  is  observed,  in  Lord  Bathorst's  answer,  that 
in  this  instance,  the  article  as  it  stands  was  agreed 
to  by  a  verbal  amendment  suggested  by  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  (o  the  original  article  pro- 
posed by  the  British  Commissioners.  Far  otner- 
wise ;  tne  original  article  was  proposed  by  the 
American^and  not  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
The  original  article  proposed  that,  in  evacuating 
tbe  places  to  be  restorea,  no  property,  public  or 
private,  artillery  or  slaves,  should  be  carried  away. 
An  alteration  was  proposed  by  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries, and  its  object  was  to  limit  the  prop- 
erty to  be  restored  with  the  places,  to  such  as  had 
been  originally  captured  in  the  places,  and  should 
be  remaining  there  at  the  time  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications.  The  reason  alleged  for  this 
alteration  applied  only  to  public  property.  It 
might  be  impracticable  to  restore  property  which, 
though  originally  captured  in  Ihe  places,  might 
have  been  removed  from  it  before  the  exchange 
of  tbe  ratifications. 

But  private  property,  not  having  been  subject 
to  legitimate  capture  with  the  pUces,  was  not 
liable  to  tbe  reason  of  the  limitation ;  to  which  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries. .  therefore,  assented 
only  so  far  as  related  to  artillery  and  public  prop- 
erty I  they  did  not  assent  to  it  as  related  to  slaves 
and  other  private  property.  It  was  net  a  mere 
verbal  alteration  which  they  proposed ;  they  ad- 
hered, in  relation  to  slaves  and  other  private  pr<m» 
erty,  to  their  original  draught  of  the  article^  while 
they  consented  to  the  proposed  alteration  with 
regard  to  artillery  and  public  property.  To  this 
qualified  acceptance  the  British  Commissioners 
yreed.  Mor  need  the  undersigned  remind  Lord 
Castlsreagb  that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  did 
not  sign  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  until  this  article 
as  finally  agreed  to,  and  every  o.ther  important 
part  of  the  treaty^  had  been  submitted  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government  itself,  and  received  their  sanction 
and  approbation. 

If  Lord  Bathurst  had  taken  this,  which  is  pre- 
sented as  the  true  view  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  article  in  question  was  drawn 
up  and  adopted,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded 
that  he  would  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of 
adverting  to  the  following  passage  of  his  Lord- 
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ship's  answer^  in  which  the  undersigned  trasts 
thtt  seme  error  of  a  copyist  has  left  its  meaning 
imperfectlf  expressed. 

"It  is  certainly  possible  that  one  party  may 
propose  an  alteration,  with  a  mental  reserTation 
of  some  construction  of  his  own,  and  that  he  may 
assent  to  it  on  the  firm  p^soasion  that  the  eon- 
stniction  continues  to  be  the  same;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  may  conciliate,  and  yet  concede 
nothing  by  giring  his  assent." 

The  only  sense  which  the  underslj^ned  can 
AscoTcr  in  this  sentence,  as  it  stands,  is  that  a 

Carty  may  conciliate,  and  yet  concede  nothing. 
y  assenting  to  an  alteration  insidiously  proposal 
by  himself.  Impossible  as  it  is  that  soch  could 
hare  been  Lord  jSathurst's  real  meaning,  the  un* 
dersigned  is  equally  unwilling  to  believe  that  his 
Lordship  intended  to  insinuate  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  stipulation  now  in  question,  an  alteration 
was,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  proposed 
with  a  mental  reserTation  of  a  construction  not 
then  avowed,  whiefa  was  assented  to  by  Great 
Britain  with  a  firm  pei^uasion  that,  under  the 
alteration,  the  construction  would  remain  the 
same.  The  undersigned  must  be  allowed  to  say 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  transaction  referred 
to  which  could  jti*ti^  svch  an  insinuation ;  that 
the  article,  as  originally  drawn  hy  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  presented  to  the  British 
Government,  was  plain  and  clear;  that  it  ad- 
mitted of  no  other  construction  than  that  for 
Which  the  American  Government  now  contends; 
that  it  avowedly  and  openly  contained  a  stipula- 
tion that,  in  the  evacuation  of  all  the  territories, 
places,  and  possessions  to  be  restored,  no  slave 
should  be  carried  awav;  that  an  alteration  was 
proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  which 
was  accepted  onlv  in  part ;  that  in  this  partial 
aeeeptance  the  British  Government  acquiesced — 
the  undersigned  will  certainly  not  say  with  a 
mental  reservation  to  make  up,  by  a  suosequent 
construction  of  their  oWn,  for  the  part  to  which 
the  United  States  did  not  assent;,  but  he  does 
deem  it  his  duty  to  say,  that  when  Great  Britain 
proposed  an  alteration  to  that,  of  Uie  meaning  of 
which  there  could  be  no  doubt,  and  when  the 
alteratioK^  was  accepted  conditionalfy,  and  under 
a  modification  to  #faich  she  agreed,  she  was 
bound  to  perceive  that  the  modification,  thus  in* 
sistedupon  by  the  other  party,  was  notatnere 
verbal  cnapge  in  the  phraseology  of  her  propositi 
but,  so  fa^  as  ii  extenaed,  a  substantial  adherence 
to  the  ofiginat  draught  of  the  article. 

It  is  farther  urged,  in  Lord  Batbnrst's  knswtr, 
that  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  Ameri* 
can  Oover^iment  is  iDConsistent  with  another 
article  of  the  treaty ;  for  that  it  wouM  require 
the  restoration  of  the  Merchant  vessels,  and  their 
effects,  captured  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  they 
should  DQt  be  within  the  limits  of  the  Uaited 
States  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratiffca- 
tioas.  The  undersigned  is  not  aware  how  such 
an  inference  can  be  drawn  fVom  anything  that 
l^*«P»««ed  between  the  two  Qoternments  on  the 
5i  ff^h.^  Merchant  vessels  and  effecu  captured 
«n  the  high  s^s  are,  by  the  laws  of  war  between 


civilfzed  nations,  lawfld  prize,  and,  by  the  a^ 
ture,  become  the  property  of  die  earptors.  It  vn 
never  asserted  by  the  American  Govemncit 
that  the  stipulation  in  question  oonld  mean  that 
in  evacuating  the  places  taken,  witlrin  the  rerri- 
torial  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  the  ottaerikoeti 
be  precluded  from  carrying  away  Iris  owi  oro- 
perty.  But  as,  by  the  sa^e  usages  of  cirilizedBf 
tions  private  property,  is  not  the  subject  of  lavfel 
capture  in  war  upon  the  land^  it  is  perfectly  detr 
that,  in  every  stipulation,  pnvate  property  sU 
be  respected,  or  that,  upon  the  restoration  of  pbeo 
taken  during  the  war.  1i  shall  not  be  caRsi 
awav ;  the  meaning  of  the  tx^WBAtm%  is  deM 
by  tne  subject-matter  to  whieh  they  relate,  tai 
extends  only  to  the  prooerty  of  the  pnty  firen 
whom  the  place  was  taxen,  or  of  persons  undsi 
his  allegiance.  But  in  the  present  ease  it  wiO  act 
be  pretended  that  the  slaves,  whose  temoval  is 
eomplained  of  as  a  breach  of  the  compaef,  wm 
the  property  either  of  His  Majesty,  of  ihenafai 
ofScers  in  his  service  who  earned  UieBanay,  or 
of  an^  of  his  snbjeets.  They  were  ihe  property 
of  citizens  of  the  United  fifeatea  ptemdy  the 
species  of  nropertjr  which-  it  was  ezpeody  ^k^ 
lated  should  not  be  carried  away  i  nn^mr  wm 
setting  up  now,  a^  is  suggested  in  Lord  Bathaisft 
note,  a  oonstructton  not  thought  of  when  dbe 
treaty  was  formed,  the  Amerienn  CkiveraBeat 
do  but  claim  the  performance  of  the  siip^tioa 
in  the  only  sense  whieh  coold  be  applied  to  it  at 
that  time.  That  the  British  QoVemmeaC  gafe 
it  then  any  other  construetion,  was  not  oalf 
nefer  oommuntcated  to  the  Cbvemaent  of  the 
United  States,  but  was  impossible  to  be  foresees 
by  them.  When  Great  Bfjtnln  bad  solemaiy 
agreed,  without  hinting  an  objeetibn,  lo  the  pria- 
eiple  of  restoring  captured  riav^  it  conU  nec  ht 
foreseen  that  tiie  engsgetnent  would  be  nanswed 
down  to  nothing  bv  a  strained  extensian  oftheae* 
of  a  condrtron  Itmtted,  by  the  words  of  tke  treaty, 
to  another  speeies  of  pro|ierty.  it  was  iniposBiHe 
to  anticipate' a  construction  of  an  tmporanf  stip* 
nhtion  which  should  annihilate  itaopemttaa.  n 
was  hnpOBsible  to  anticfpnte  ibnf  a  atuNitajbii 
not  to  carr jr  away  any  slaves  wooM,  br  ine  9rtt«- 
isfa  Govemment,  be  considnred  as  Amiliny  eke^ 
ented  by  British  otteers  in  eaitytag  awny  lAI  fbe 
slaves  in  their  nossession. 

The  nndi»rsigned  eoBcMn  Willi  tlie  ewaesK 
hope-  thht  His  Mi^eilir^  Qovemnuentr  i<tiiewiB| 
the  subject  in  theapirk  of  candor  mnd'^T  "^~-' 
wHI  accede  to  the  propaaai  wMcb  be  1^ 
Instructed  to-  offer,  nod  mabe  pweiakai  lo 
demntfy  the  owners  of  slaves  whieh  npore  < 
ried  away  in  eoatmrreation  to  tbo  ragbtnniai  ef 
the  treaty. 

Re  has  the  honor  of  lenewiugto  Load  Otftie> 
reagfa  theirttnrifaoa^bfii  high  ooneiitiniitoi. 

JOHN  aUHICT  JI»AM& 


Ar^fWel  of  a  letfer  fisai  Hk 
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'  LftOnnoiti  Moprdh 
!  now  enclose  a  cony  of  the  note 
Oasttereagh,  coneemlng  tba 
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Mjr.  DownmM,  bv  the  Tic|Mioa4)f  a  flag  of  trace 
sent  bir  Qiptaia  Barrie.    Toa  will  have  seen,  by 
Lord  Batharst's  note,  a  copyjof  which  was  tr^na* 
miffed  eo  ^u  immemtelr  after  it  was  received, 
that  Captain  Darrie  disclaims  all  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  the  shves  were  taken.    As  it  appears 
by  the  doeuments  that  one  of  the  slares  escaped 
from  Bernaodii  and  retaraed  to  his  master,  ii  may 
pvobably  be  in  Mr.  Downman's  power  to  facnish 
many  fiitther  partievlMs  wlii<^  maf  be  (tf  essen- 
tial use  in  the  proseention  of  this  inquiry,  soch  ai 
the  naene  of  the  Tessel  to  which  they  were  first 
eest  from  the  fiag ;  hdw,  and  by  wl^at  Tessd,  and 
when,  the  jr.  were  afterwards  sent  to  -Bennnda, 
and  into  whose  charge  they  wefe  delirered  fbere^ 
perhaps,  even  the  name  of  the  officer  who  bore 
the  flag  \  ntid  whether  Jeffery,  the  surgeon's  mate, 
for  whMi  the  flag  was  sent,  was  on  beard  the 
Praoklin  while  the  slaves  were  chere^  or  whether 
they  had  already  been  sent  on  board  another  ves- 
sel beibie  he  embarked.    Barrie's  statement  and 
Lord  Bathursi's  note  seem  intended  toeast  donbts 
upon  the  very  fact  of  the  slaves  having  been  taken. 
fN.  B.   A  copy  of  the  above  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Downmattf  but  no  anewer  has  been  retfeived.] 


Mf*  AdttMB  i6  hard  y%»emaini  Cagikreaghj  ISa  Ma^ 
Jmig^m  /vtheqpMrf  Bmnimy  of  Atale  /r  lie  IkfM* 

13  Cbaven  Stbbgt,  March  12, 1816. 

The  undersigned^  Bnvoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  inviting  the  atten- 
tion of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  a  letter  which,  191 
the  7tli  of  October  last,  tbe  undersi|gaed  address- 
ed to  Earl  BathuEBt,  in  relation  to  eleven  slav^, 
the  property  of  Raleigh  W.  Pownman,  a  citizen 
of  the  united  States,  allied  to  have  been  taken 
and  carried  aivay  by  the  violation  of  a  flu;  of 
truce  sent  bv  Captain  Barrie,  commander  oTHis 
Maiesty'a  ship  Dragon,  With  this  letter  were 
enclosed  copies  of  Mr.  Downman's  memorial  to 
the  Presideat  of ,  the  United  States,  representing 
the  facts,  and  of  several  other  docnmenis  lo  sub- 
staatiate  them ;  to  all  which  the  undersigned  now 
begs  leare  to  refer  Lord  Castlei^gh^ 

The  undersigned  had  the  hoaor  of  (receiving 
from  Lord  BatEurst  an  answer  to  this  lettf r,  ac- 
quainting him  that  Ca|)tain  Barrie  himself  had 
been  immediately  referred  to  for  such  Mftioalara 
as  he  might  be  enabled  to  give  upon  this  eulyect, 
and  communicating  the  sabstance  of  his  report 
upon  this  reference. 

Tbere  are  many  particulars  la.  this  stajtement 
of  Captain  Barrie,  which,  appeaiip||[  to  have.no 
bearing  upon  the  ^cial  object  of  inquiry,  and 
tending  rather  to  uraw  the  attention  irom  it  to 
other  poinu  of  discussion,  might  with  propriety 
be  leit  unnoticed,  but  for  the  insinuations  that 
they  conveyf  He  remarks,  for  instance,  that,  at 
the  period  in  question,  the  violation  of  a  flag  of 
truce  was  a  very  tender  subject  with  him ;.  and 
he  refers  to  a  previous  correspondence  in  which 
he  had  been  eujgaged  with  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  forces  at  Rorfoft,  oa 


want  of  respfBct  paid  to  British  fla|B  of  usee, 
upon  occasion  of  one  of  his  own  having  been 
fifed  upon.  The  undersigned  might  deem  it  sumr 
cient  to  say,  that  this  was  not  tne  subject  upon 
which  Captain  Barrie  was  called  for  information. 
As  the  Captain  does  not  recollect  the  violation, 
by  hb  own  people,  of  the  flag  sent  by  himself,  be 
did  not  mean  to  allege  it  as  a  retaliation  upon 
that  of  which  another  flag  sent  by  him  had  been 
the  sufierer.  Tet  he  avows  that,  if  slaves,  fugi- 
tives from  their  masters,  had  been  received  on 
board  a  flag  sent  by  himself;  he  would  not  have 
restored  them  to  their  owners  without  an  express 
order  from  his  Commander-in-Chief:  a  tender- 
ness for  a  flag  of  truce  upon  which  the  under- 
signed forbears  to  comment. 

Of  the  particular  incident  asserted  by  Captain 
Barrie,  the  undersigoed  has  no  cognizance ;  butj 
so  far  as  thia  part  of  that  officer's  narrative  may 
be  understood  as  intending  an  imputation  upon 
American  officers  or  the  American  Government, 
of  disreypect  to  the  sacred  character  of  a  flag,  tbe 
undersigned  will  only  remind  Lord  Castlereagh 
of  the  repeated  oflers  made  by  the  Qovernment 
of  tiie  United  States'  during  the  war,  and  by  tiie 
American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  negotiation  of 
peace,  to  punish  every  infraction  of  the  most 
liberal  laws  of  war,  on  their  part,  and  to  indem- 
nify, as  far  as  possible,  every  suflerer  under  them. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  Qreat  Britain  to  have  ac- 
cepted these  offers,  on  the  sin^e  condition  of  re- 
ciprocity. The  correctness  of  two  of  the  docu- 
ments transmitted  by  the  undersigned  to  Lord 
Bathurst.and  marked  A  and  B,  is  admitted  by 
Captain  Barrie.  He  declares  that  he  never  re- 
ceived the  dc^iaent  marked  D — a  circumstance 
acknowledged  in  Mr.  Dow^man's  memorial,  and 
account^  for  by  the  statement,  that  before  a 
vessel  could  be  procured  to  bear  the  flag  with 
this  letter,  the  British  veaeels  had  left  the  Cheea- 

With  regard  to  the  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce, 
and  taking  and  carrying  away  of  the  slaves,  Cap- 
tain Banle  itatas,  in  feneral.  terms,  that  he  has 
no  recoUeeltiSNi  of  any  elavee  fvar  hanag  been 
noatvad  oa  boiid  offs^  AhT  pf  (raee^  during  the 
time  ha  waa  intruaiad  with  the  command  of  tlie 
Chesapiaka  squadron ;  and  that  ^  such  a  dronm- 
sianoe  did  erecur,  it  was  without  bis  knowtadga 
or  amhocity. 

The  fact  of  the  vialatian  df  the  flag,  and  of  the 
taking  and  •carrying «way  of  the  slaves,  is  testi- 
find  in  the  tnpers  tansmitted  la  Eail  aathnmt, 
by  the  dapesittoas^  upon  oath,  of  four  wilaeaaee.; 
and  His  Atgesiy's  Goveraneat  did  not  conttte 
the  trmiiaBiion  as  duly  iavestigated,  or  that  jiH 
tica  had  been  done  to  the  eomplaming  parCr, 
merely  because  Captain  Bariie  nad  stated  tne 
faet  aa&iobe  within  his  recollection  or  knowledge* 
It  WBB  mentioned  in  Lord  Batburat's  note  that  a 
comatuaieation  woold  fortbwith  be  made  to  Ad* 
okiral  GoeJbbuin,  flu  Ihe  purpose  of  oblainin)^  fm^- 
ther  inforaaatiaa  upon  theaulyaet,  with  whiehi  it 
is  added,  he  must  nave  been  noquainted,  as  it  a{i- 
pearj^that  he  h^d  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake  be- 
I  fore  the  surgeon's  mate  was  reftored*. 


1181 


AFKBNDI2. 


118S 


€ht(U  Bfiioiinr^DtpoftoHcH  9f  flIfaiMt* 


The  iinder«fgtted  can  urge  do  objection. to  sdt 
source  of  information  to  which  fits  Majesty's 
GoTemment  may  deem  it  expedient  to  resort  for 
ascertaining  the  facts  to  their  own  satisfaction ; 
bat  hfe  thinlcs  it  proper  to  suggest  that  there  are 
other  sources  which  might  also  tend  to  the  eluci- 
dation 6f  the  facts.  Perhaps  Captain  Barrie 
could  indicate  the  name  of  the  officer  by  whom 
he  sent  the  fla^.  Mr.  Jefiery,  the  surgeon's  mate, 
whose  restoration  was  the  object  of  the  flag,  and 
who  actually  returned  with  it,  mi^ht  give  some 
Ught  upon  the  subject.  The  captain  and  officers 
of  the  Havana  must  be  supposea  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  affair.  But,  independently  of  the  re- 
collection of  all  officers,  themselves  so  materuilly 
and  so  pointedly  interested  in  the  result  of , the 
inquiry  from  the  documents  transmitted  bv  the 
imdersiffned,  it  appears  that  one  of  the  slaves 
Mode  hu  escape  from  the  island  of  Bermuda,  and 
returned  to  his  master.  Information  respecting 
the  others  might,  then  be  easily  obtained  by  the 
British  Govern  ment  from  Bermuda.  That  the 
slaves  were  taken,  the  undersigned  believes  can- 
not admit  of  a  doubt.  How  they  were  disposed 
of  is  a  question  interesting  to  the  solicitude  which 
His  Majestjr's  Government  have  felt  upon  an  al- 
legation which  has  been  considered  as  implicating 
the  character  of  British  officers.  The  violation 
of  a  flag  constitutes,  in  this  instance,  an  aggrava- 
tion which  seems  to  call,  with  peculiar  energy^or 
a  comi>l^e  and  unequivocal  investigation.  The 
undersigned  is  persuaded  that  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment will  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  complaint  of 
the  individual,  to  the  honor  of  their  officers,  and 
to  their  own  sense  of  justice. 

He  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Sxtrad  0/  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adame  to  the  Seetetary 

of  State,  dated 

LoMPOif,  MaT€h  30, 1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enislose  oouies  of  a  note 
which  I  have  received  flrom  Lora  Castlereagfa, 
with  a  report  fton  Sir  Geoige  Cockbum  to  the 
Secreury  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Croker,  eon- 
«erning  the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  Mr. 
Downman's  slaves.  You  will  not  fail  to  perceive 
that  the  admiral,  like  Captain  Barrie,  disclaims 
all  knowledge  ot  the  transaetion  whatever,  and 
that  the  effort  and  ttedenoy  of  bQth' their  letters 
is  to  excite  doubts  with  rigtad  to  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Downman's  statement  in  his  memorial  to 
the  President.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  easy, 
and  b^  leave  to  suggest  it  may  be  very  import- 
ant to  Mr.  Downman,  to  furnish  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  facts  and  particulars  which  maf  lead 
to  the  disclosure  how  and  why  tjie  transportation, 
in  broad  dav,  of  eleven  slaves,  to  the  British 
equadrouj  and  by  them  to  Bermuda,  oonld  be  ef*- 
fceted  wHhout  the  knowledge  of  either  of  the 
Siitish  commanding  officers. 

J.  Ct  ADAMS. 

SnoanTAmT  of  Stats.  ' 


Lord  Cattkroagk  to  A 

FoBEiOH  Offic£,  MoTch  26, 1816. 

The  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  of  teceir- 
ing  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  lltb  instaBt,  reced- 
ing the  slaves  asserted  by  Mr.  Downmaa  to  kare 
been  carried  away  from  his  estates  bf  a  iig  of 
truce,  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war. 

The  uadersigaed  has  now  the  honor  of  tnii- 
mitting  to  him  a  report  which  has  been  reecally 
received  from  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Gootge  Coek- 
burn  i  and  as  so<m  as  the  farther  reports  whkk 
the  Admiral  has  promised  to  make  apoa  the  ar- 
rival of  Captain  Hainilton  at  the  aochoiage  of 
Sl  Helena  shall  be  received,  the  tmdersig&ed  will 
not  fail  to  communicate,  it  to  Mr.  Adanas,  beiar 
not  less  anxious  than  himself  apoft  a  case  ia  wluel 
a  flag  of  truce  is  stated  to  have  been  Tiolaied. 

The  undersigaed  bc^s  to  renew  to  Mr.  Adaos 
the  assurance  of  his  high  conaiderati<». 

CASTLERBAGH. 

JoBK  d.  ADAMSy  Esq.,  4c 


Adnural  CoMmm  to  Mr.  Cw^ktr. 
NoaTBUMBiaL'9^(Bt.  Helena  Roads,) 

S»:  With  reliBreaee  to  Mr.  Barrie^  letter  (Ifo. 
15)  of  the  3d  of  November,  and  tis  eBelosl■cl^  re- 
specting certain  slaves  stated  to  have  beeactc- 
ried  awav  from  the  American  shore  within  the 
Chesapeaae,  by  a  British  flag  of  truce,  in  ths 
month  of  December,  1814,  I  lose  no  time  in  beg- 
ging you  10  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  hive 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  such  transaction,  nor 
IS  mention  made  of  any  such  in  my  varioiu  doc- 
uments of  that  period,  though  His  Majesty's  ships 
then  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  adjacat 
coasts,  were  all  acting  under  my  immediate  of- 
ders,  and,  consequently,  made  all  their  reports 
to  me. 

Mr.  Downman^s  memorial  to  Mr.  Madison  in- 
duces me,  however,  to  mention  to  their  Lordships 
that,  from  my  first'  entering  the  Chesapeaie,  m 
March,  1813,  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the 
said  inland  navigation  was  never  left  without 
several  of  His  Majesty's  ships ;  and  when  I  quit- 
ted it  in  December,  1814,  with  a  part  of  the  squad- 
ron, I  left  there  three  frigates  and  two  sloops  un- 
der the  orders  of  Captain  Clavelle,  of  the  Orlando, 
with  whom  communications  from  the  land  were 
held  hj  means  of  flags  of  truce,  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  its  shores  to  the  other,  as  will  appear  by 
two  of  the  paragraphs  extracted  from  letters  I  re- 
ceived about  the  same  period  from  that  officer, 
(herewith  enclosed ;)  and  the  first  paragraph  will 
show  (in  reply  to  a  part  of  Colonel  Chawnine's 
letter)  that  it  was  not  uncustomary  to  trust  the 
tender  in  question  (which  was  the  one  attached 
to  and  manned  from  the  Havana)  up  the  Rapps* 
bannock  river  with  hostile  views.  After  the  proe- 
lamation,  which  was  issued  on  this  subject,  d^e 
slaves  were  constantly  comins,  at  all  risks,  to  our 
ships,  tenders,  and  boaU,  ^c,  for  protection,  which 
occasioned  our  squadron  to  be  visited  by  Ameri- 
cans under  flags  of  truce,  asking  the  restoration 
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f  thcM  iiifch«|ipy  pfoptot  ander  TnuMU  |>leM  $  and 
cannot  hdp  tmnkingthat,  If  th«  tnnttietiont  in 
uestion  h  aa  really  taken  place,  as  set  forth  by 
fr.  Downanan,  it  would  bare  come  before  me, 
ither  throaigh  Captain  GiaTelle  or  throagh  some 
ther  channel,  previous  to  quitting  the  station,  as 
continued  not  only  upon  the  coast,  but  actually 
iQ  shore  in  America,  until  afker  the  ratification 
if  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  was  to  the  last  in  the 
labit  of  receiying  letters  on  such  subjects  from 
ill  parts  of  the  country,  Washington  not  excepted. 

The  Havana  being  now  upon  this  station,  and 
t  being  possible  that  some  or  the  officers  and  peo- 
ple who  were  in  the  tender  mav  be  still  on  board 
he  frigatCj  I  wilL  whenever  she  retufas  to  this 
inchorage,  eauae  Captain  Hamilton  to  make  everv 
oquiry  and  report  to  me  thereupon  $  and  I  ahall 
lot  fail  to  transmit  it  to  their  Lordships  by  the 
tsrliest  opportunity  afterwards,  at  which  time  I 
vill  also  return  the  several  papers  which  have 
leen  transmitted  to  me  referring  thereto* 

I  have  tJfto  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  COCKBURN. 


Extract  of  a  kUer  from  Mr,  Adam$  to  the  Swtttary 

of  Stoic,  daUd 

LoMDOH,  April  15, 1619. 

Since  this  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh.  I 
lave  received  from  him  a  note  respecting  the 
laves  carried  away  from  (he  Ui^ited.  states  after 
be  ratification  of  the  peace.  A  copy  of  it  is  enc- 
losed. To  reply  to  it  at  present  would  be  to  no 
utpose.  1  shall  wait  ibryour  further  instruc- 
tons. 


'^opy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Coitlatagh  to  Mr,  Adami* 

Apbil  10, 1816. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
tie  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  17th  of 
''ebruary.  claiming,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Itates,  all  such  slaves  belonging  to  their  citizens 
s  had  been  carried  away  hj  the  naval  com- 
aanders  of  the  Btitish  forces  from  places  within 
be  United  States,  subsequently  to  the  peace  be- 
nreen  the  two  countries. 

The  grounds  upon  which  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
rnment  felt  themselves  compelled  to  withhold 
beir  acquiescence  in  the  claim  of  the  United 
States,  as  preferred  in  Mr.  Adame^  folmer  uote 
f  the  9th  of  August,  have  been  alteady  fully  «z- 
dsined  by  Lord  mtnurst  in  his  communication 
>f  the  2d  of  October.  It  does  not,  tharefore^  ap- 
war  to  the  undersigned  to  'he  requisite  again  to 
liscuss  at  any  length  the  construction  of  tne  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent*  Agreeing  en- 
trely  in  the  arguments  urged  by  Earl  Ba^urst 
in  this  subject,  the  undersi|^oed  can  never  admit 
hat  construction  of  the  article  to  be  the  true  one, 
vhich  would  apply  to  the  restoration  of  slaves  a 
lifferent  rule  from  that  applicable  to  private  prop* 
irty ;  or  which,  admitting  that  the  restoration  of 
private  property,  slaves  inclusive,  is  to  be  sub- 
lected  to  some  limitationa,  applies  to  it  a  di£Gerent  | 


degree  of  liinitation  from  that  conveyed  in  the 
words  immediately  preceding. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  always  been 
ready  to  admit  the  most  liberal  construction  of 
Uie  article  in  question.  They  have  never  pre- 
tended to  resist  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
indemnification  for  slaves  or  private  property  be- 
longing to  their  citizens,  which  can  be  proved  to 
have  been  in  places  directed  to  be  restored  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  and  to  have  been  afterwards  re- 
moved.  But  they  do,  and  must  ever  deny  thit 
tho  United  States  can  have  an  v  claim  to  property 
not  actually  in  the  places  which,  by  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty,  were  to  be  restored  at  tile  time 
speoified  therein  j  became  such  a  claim  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  povisions  of  the  treaty,  and 
is  equally  unsupportM  by  anything  which  passed 
in  the  discussion  of  that  treaty,  or  even  by  the 
original  projet  of  that  treaty,  aa  oflTered  by  the 
American  negotiators. 

Thatproje^  indeed,  required  that  the  places 
should  be  restored,  without  carrying  away  any 
private  prooertv.  If  it  had  been,  theui  Intended 
to  provide  ibr  the  restoration  of  all  private  prop- 
erty ongiaally  captured  in  the  placies,  instead  of 
prohibiting  its  removal,  the  article  would  bave 

Keitivdy  enjoined  the  restoration.  What  had 
en  previously  removed  could  not  become  the 
subject  of  the  probibitioa^  for  not  being  in 
the  place  to  be  restored,  it  could  not  be  carried 
away.  Under  this  projet,  therefore,  a  removal 
previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  ad- 
mitted, to  bar  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
'without  refereftee  eittiar  to  the  distance  to  which 
the  property  bad  been  removed,  to  the  actual 
state  of  the  property,  wheth^  on  shipboard  or  oki 
British  territory,  or  to  the  length  of  time  which 
had  elapsed  since  its  removal. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  cbasiders  it  itapda- 
stble  to  maintain  that  the  insertion  of  the  words. 
'^origiaaHjr  eaptored  in  the  said  places,  which 
shall  remain  tnerein  upon  the  exchange  of  the 
ratificatiotts  of  this  treaty,"  (words  which  ftntiet 
be  admitted,  at  least,  of  a  restrictive  nature,)  can 
have  given  to  the  original  proposition  of  the 
American  Pteuipetentiaries  a  greafer  latitude  than 
it  originally  possessed. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  wiil|  upon  these  considerations, 
not  be  disced  further  to  urge  the  general  claim 
to  indemnifteation  which  was  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Adams's  former  notes.  Animated  with  a  sincere 
disposition  to  act  towards  all  Powers  with  the 
strictest  justiee  and  good  ftiith,  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  most  happy  to  attend  to  any 
fepresamaUon  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
which  may  have  for  its  ol^jeet  the  resloriltfdn  or 
indemuification  for  the  loss  of  property  of  Iter 
citizens  actually  removed  from  places  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  subsequent  to  the 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  But,  at^  \ht 
same  tinie,  the  undeiaigned  eantoot  consider  knj 
property  which  had  been,  previous  to  the  Httif- 
cation  of  the  treaty,  removed  on  shipbc^,  as 
property  forming  a  subsycctof  sueh  representation. 
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The  andersigiMd  begs  te  nmvw  to  Mr.  Aduafi 

the  assurances  of  bis  high  coasideratioo. 

CABTLEREAGH. 


Esfiraei  of  a  Uittrfrom  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr, 

Adanu,  dated 

Mat  21,  1816. 

Should  the  British  Gorermneot  penarere  in 
its  construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  It^ 
Treaty  of  Peaioe,  respecting  alaves  carried  off  in 
violation,  as  we  presame,  of  its  obrious  iaiport, 
the  President  is  willing  to  refer  the  question  to 
the  decision  of  some  friendly  Power,  which  you 
will  propose.  A  relerenoa  is  ouggMted,  hy  pto- 
visftons  in  the  trcAty,  applicable  to  anticipated 
differences  in  other  instancea;  indeed,  where  such 
differences  exist,  no  better  niode  can  be  adopted 
Soi  settling  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In 
this  instance  the  interest  is  too  important  lo  be 
n^Iected.  It  is  impossible  that  the  o|pinioa  of 
the  British  OoTernmentcaD  be  more  decided  than 
that  of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  reason, 
therefore,  why  the  United  States  should  yield  to 
the  opimon  of  Great  Britain,  mere  than  that 
Great  Briuin  should  yield  te  that  of  the  United 
States. 


as  my  eoUeaguet  ahali  be  ifenitHiMwl,  te  bnaf 
the  ▼arious  snbiiects  refened  to  in  yoar  &oie  oaie 
thetr  deliberatiott. 

I  request  you  wili  accept  the  nasaataee  of  tk 
high  cewideratton  with  whieb  I  liaT*  the  hoasr 
lo  be*  dbe« 

CASTLERBAfffi. 

JoBN  Ct  AoAHe,  Esq.,  4bc. 


^tm 


Bttraci  of  a  tetter  from  Mr,  Adanu  to  Lord  Caitte* 

reaghf  dated 

September  17, 1816. 

"  4th.   Slaves  carried  away  from  the  United  I 
StMii  by  British  oficers  after  the  peace." 

As  the  oonatruotion  given  by  His  Majesty's 
QoTemment  to  the  first  artick  in  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  in  reference  to  the  slaree  carried  eway 
irom  the  United  States  by  British  officers,  eftei 
the  ratification  of  pence,  U  so  direotly  «t  variance 
.  with  the  coostruction  which  the  American  Gov* 
avttment  think  alone  aiylieahle  to  it,  the  tuder* 
signed  has  been  further  UHtrueted  to  pmpose  that 
this  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  decwioo 
of  some  friendly  soreieign.  This  refisreeee  is 
suggested  by  proviaione  in  the  Tieaiy  of  Ghent 
ii3eiL  applicable  to  the  contingency  of  differenoes 
in  otner  mstnaceti  and  it  is  conceived  that,  ivhen 
such  differences  exist,  no  better  mode  can  be 
adopted  for  settling  them  in  a  satislactory  manner. 

VUemtnt  CoBtkreagh  to  Mr.  Adanu, 

SnPTfiiinnE  28,  1816. 

Sw:  I  very  mnoh  regret  that  theabaenee  from 
Louden,  at  this  seaaon  of  the  year,  ci  sereral  ef 
the  Prince  Regent's  Miniatees,  will  pieelnde  me 
from  returning  as  early  an  answer  to  your  note 
of  the  17th  as  I  should  wishi  under  the  sense  L 
entertain  of  the  great  importanoe  of  the  several 
objects  to  which  it  invites  the  attention  of  this 
Ciovernment. 

I  have  myself  obuined  the  permiasion  of  the 
Prinoe  B.cfent  to  make  a  ahorl  ezeursien  to  Ire- 
land on  my  private  affairs ;  but  I  shall  certainly 
return  to  London  by  the  middle  of  November. 
nndshi^U  lose  no. time,  as  seen  ailter.thatpeiioa 


STATE  OF  TH£  FINANCEa 

[Coaimunieated  lo  Oongrsss,  Pecember  Z,  lgl6|  If 
the  Pfeesfedtnt  of  4hs  UnHsd  States  in  hss  snanil 
MsMSge,  of  whidi4bB  ibttowing  man  «tmct] 

''For  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  pubtic 
finances,  with  a  view  or  the  meaecires  pursued  bf 
the  Treasury  Department  previous  to  the  ics^- 
nation  of  the  late  Secretary,  I  transmit  an  eztrscc 
from  the  last  report  of  that  officer.  CosgreB  will 
perceive  in  it  ample  proofs  of  the  solid  foundatioa 
on  which  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  natisn 
rests,  and  will  do  justice  to  the  distiagnishcd 
mbillty  and  successful  exertions  with  which  th« 
duties  of  the  Department  were  executed,  daiisg 
a  period  reomlmUe  for  its  difficulties  end  ris  pe- 
culiar perptatiias." 


I  Extract  of  a  report  of  the  late  Secretary  of  tie  Tro- 
*      .     curytothtTremdenttffUXMttdSlaUi, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Tveusury  has  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  following  generalsketch  of  the  finnnces,  wits 
reference  to  the  1st  of  August,  I8IQ1,  eompreheo^* 
tng— 

I.'  A  view  of 'the  sources  of  revenue,  and  the 
olnects  of  poblis  eipenditure ; 
IL  A  view  of  the  fiseai  meauarea  during  iSlf. 

I.  ii^ifW  q^fftc  sources  of  rewamt^  and  Ae  ob- 
jecti  pfpMic  expeadUmte, 

ASVBHUa. 

The  return  of  peace  enaUiag  the  L^slntate 
to  alleviate  the  burdens  imposed  hv  (he  neeeesities 
of  the  war,  €k>ngiess.  durinc  tbit  last  seaaion,  dis- 
eottlinued  or  reduced  the  Allowing  duties  awi 


1.  The  acts  imposing  duties  unon  nrUcles  of 
deoescto  naantifaeture  were  repeeled. 

8.  The  act  iu^Msing  duties  on  fonaitine  and 
wutehes  wus  repealed. 

3.  The  duties  imposed  on  lioeoses  to  reailsn 
of  foreign  merchandise,  dbe.,  were  reduced. 

4.  Toe  duties  imposed  00  ^ritsdistiUed  will- 
in  the  United  States  were  reduced,  and  thecoi- 
lection  modified. 

5.  The  rates  of  postage  were  redtioed. 

d.  The  dirtottnz  was  reduced  liroai  •6,«Meo 
to  $aO0O,O0O,  and  imposed  for  one  ycur  oalf. 

7.  The  double  dutia  on  merehnndiae  iaported 
were  discontinued,  and  a  mm  tariff  eecablimed. 

The  discontinunnee  and  ludaetiett  of  the  dntiei 
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and  tuM  (inJMpfmdmt^t  ike  impoBt)  vuf  bv  6»> 
tiflMlad  at  Ui«  Miniial  wmonntottfBfi^fiOO  with 
the  eeatiageiit  diniattiioB  ef  1^080.000  mom, 
if  the  direet  taatehoddeoi  be  eentiiiiiea  after  the 
year  ldl6. 

Bat  the  ftiainiag  soaieet  of  rereaue  were 
aouile  for  the  maialeaaaee  of  the  pohlie  cve^t, 
and  the  pmeeatiaa  of  a  iibeial  and  provideat 


and  the  pmeeaiiaa  of  a 
policy.    Thof  ooarisc^-^ 


1.  Of  the  caetoois,  inetadtna  the  doty  QpoA  salt, 
aoeordina  to  the  new  tariff  or  daties. 

2.  Of  Uke  direec  tax  imposed  for  1816. 

3.  Of  internal  duties  on  stamps ; 

Ditto  on  Heenses  to  retail ; 

Ditto  on  epirits  distilled ; 

Ditto  on  redaed  soger ; 

Ditto  ea  earriages  and  harness ; 

Ditto  on  sales  at  anetton. 

4.  Of  pottage. 

5.  Of  UieprodQetef  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, and  other  miseellaneoos  reoeipu. 

6.  Of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  poblie  lands.' 

To  these  soorces  of  rerenue  most  be  added  the 
aaxiliary  authorit]^  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  of 
various  denominations,  and  to  raise  money  upon 
loan.  The  authority  was  neeessary  in  anticipa- 
tion ef  the  roTenuei  throughout  the  year  1815|  to 
meet  the  arrearages  of  the  war  expenditure;  to 
discharge  the  floating  public  debt  of  Treasury 
notes  and  temporary  loans ;  and  to  pay  the  in- 
sulment  of  the  principal,  and  the  interest  of  the 
public  funded  oebt.  But  the  Treasury  would 
no  longer  require  the  aid  of  loans  or  Treasunr 
notes,  if  the  facilities  for  transferring  its  fundfs 
from  place  to  place  had  not  been  destroyed  when 
the  national  cnrreney  became  extinct. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ha^e 
heretofore  estimated  the  annual  product  of  the 
customs,  according  to  the  new  tariff  of  duties^  at 
about  the  sum  of  $17,000,000.  and,  although  fbr 
the  present  year  the  amount  will  be  much  greater, 
in  consequeace  of  the  late  excessive  importations, 
the  estimate  of  the  committee  may  foe  accepted  as 
a  iast  measure  of  the  permanent  annual  product 
01  the  customs  for  the  purposes  of  the  Peace  Esta- 
blishment. The  annual  product  of  the  direct  tax, 
the  internal  revenues,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands 
have^  in  like  mannerj  been  estimated  at  about  the 
sum  of  ^,000,000;  making,  upon  t^is  general 
vierw,  and  supposing  a  contmuance  of  the  direct 
tax,  a  permanent  annual  income  of  $24,000,000. 

sspxivrnTuna. 

It  is  not  incendad,  in  this  piaiiflatnary  view  of 
the  olgeots  of  the  pahlic  eaqpeodimtt,  to  enhaaoc 
the  temoomry  ohjeeu  aoeiag  from  the  war«  bnt 
thaee  only  of  a  pemanant  nature  opOK  a  Peaee 
Batahiiihmeat,  whiah  have  iieretofore  beea  esli- 
msted  at  aiB  annual  amiefpite  of  aboa  t  tM,000^000. 

1.  For  oivUf  diplomatic,  and  miaeellaneoos  ex- 
peaaes. 

3.  For  aailitary  oxpenses,  inoladiAg  the  Indian 
Dmartmenty  and  the  arauflieBt  of  the  militia* 

3.  For  the  naval  expeaees,  inehiding  the  aaaaal 
appropriations  for  the  parehasa  of  timber,  aad  the 
grndval  inonaae  of  the  navy. 


4.  For  the  inatalment  and  iaierest  payable  .en 
funded  pnUie  debt. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  temporary  loaas«nd 
Treasory  notes,  isaued  under  the  authority  of  acts, 
passed  prior  to  Deeember,  1814^  were  ebargeable 
on  the  Sinking  Fund ;  but  as  the  current  tevenoe 
will  afford  the  neans  lo  satisfy  those  demaads,  in 
the  eoorae  of  a  hm  mouthy  the  floating  ilebt  is 
not  eaomerated  with  the  object  of  annt»l  ex- 
peftditare* 

Jt  is  also  pioper  to  remark  that  ihe  principal  of 
the  Louisiana  stock  is  reimbursable  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  in  four  annual  instal- 
menteicommeoeiiif  in  1818 1  aad  that,  by  theope- 
mii«A  of  the  Sinkmg  Fund,  the  old  six  per  oent. 
stock  will  be  extiagoished  in  1818,  the  deferred 
seook  ia  18S4»  aad  the  Louisiana  stock  in  182S. 
The  stock  eieated  en  aecomit  of  the  war  debt  is 
chaifed  upon  ihe  Sinking  Fond,  and  becomes  le- 
deeomble  at  varioos  periods  betweea  the  years 
1835  and  181^ 

For  the  detaiis,  connected  with  this  general 
view  of  the  resources  of  the  revenue,  and  the  ob- 
jects ef  pahlic  expenditiire,  it  is  sufficient  to  refer 
to  the  annaai  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  6th  of  Deceotber,  181§,  the  re-^ 
port  on  the  safcikci  of  the  nev  tariff  of  duties, 
dated  the  12th  of  Febraary,  1816,  aad  the  report 
of  ahe  Cknumattee  of  Wiavs  and  Meanr,  dated  the 
9th  of  Jaaaaty,  181$>  The  sequel  of  the  nreieot 
sketch  of  the  finances  will  likewise  serve  the  pur- 
peam  of  es^anatton  aad  illustatieo. 

IL  A  tiew  of  the  fYsco/  Meatures  during  1816« 

in  varioos  cenmiMioatiepefirom  this  Depaat- 
BMot  to  .Congress^  the  injosiotts  efiects  of  the  sos- 
imsion  of  pavmeats  ia  coin  upon,  the  administm- 
uon  el  the  anaaoes  have  been  aaxioasly  repne- 
$anied«  For  the  immediate  okject  of  the  preieat 
report  it  is  proper  to  repeat  some  of  them: 

1.  The  Treasnry  has  been  compelled  to  accept 
tho  payment  of  the  dutim  and  taxes  in  the  local 
carrency  of  the  respective  places  of  payment. 

The  comparative  value  of  the  local  currencies 
appcansd,  iaeome  degree,  to  render  this  course  of 
payment  uneq/aal  j  but  the  alternative  was  either 
lo  adopt  it,  or  to  abandon  the  hope  of  ooUectiag 
the  tevcQue  in  aay  convertible  medium  for  satis- 
fring  the  pahlic  engsgements.  The  rule  was, 
theraibre,  dedaicd  that  the  Treasury  wonid  re- 
ceive aad  pay  in  the  notes  of  banks  citcolating 
at  pof  at  the  respective  places  of  receivii^  and 
paying.  For  a  time,  the  test  of  the  fact  that  the 
aotes  did  circulate  at  par  eras  the  agieement  of 
the  haaks,  emploT^  as  the  depositories  of  the 
nnbUe  revenve,  to  credit  them  as  cash  ia  the 
Treaeorer's  accounts;  bat  when  the  principal 
baaks  withdrew  that  accommiidation,  ana  refused 
to  credit,  as  cash,  any  bank  notes  but  those  which 
they  had  themselves  respectively  issued,  the  fhet 
of  the  circulation  at  par  was  necessarily  left  to  its 
own  notoriety,  and  the  official  responsibility  of  the 
collectors.  Few  notes,  except  the  notes  oi  the 
kioal  banks,  conttnoed  tociieolate  at  par;  and 
sQoh  as  did  so  cirenkte  were  received  by  the 
hanks  upon  special  depesite  for  safe-he^iffg,  cott* 
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stitQtiDg  a  disertdited  fond,  iipoo  wbieh  the 
Treasurer  eould  0DI7  oeeasionalty  dmw. 

The  operation  of  this  measure  was,  tmdoubt* 
edlf )  severe  in  tnanr  of  the  eolleetioii  districts, 
partiealarly  in  the  States  where  the  banks,  pre- 
paring for  the  resumption  of  eoin  payments,  had 
so  redneed  the  issues  of  their  paper  as  to  render 
the  eireulating  amount  insufficient  fbr  the  de- 
mand. But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  dispense  with  the  general  rnle.  If  notes, 
not  circulating  at  par,  had  been  receiTed  in  one 
district,  they  must  hare  been  reeeived  in  every 
district ;  and  there  existed  no  mode  of  discrimina- 
ting between  notes  to  be  received,  and  notes  to 
be  rejected,  either  as  to  the  bank,  or  the  places  at 
whicn  they  were  issued.  The  ineviuble  conse- 
quences must  have  been  that  the  duties  and  taxes 
would  everywhere  be  paid  in  the  most  deprecia- 
ted naper;  and  that  the  medium  thus  received 
could  never  be  employed  to  discharge  the  demnnds 
upon  the  Treasury,  even  at  the  places  of  receiv- 
ing it.  The  revenue  would  aeeumulate  in  the 
Treasury  onlj  to  perish  there ;  while  the  expedi- 
ent, of  substituting  Treasury  notes  to  meet  the 
puwie  engagements,  led  to  an  indefinite  augmen- 
tation of  the  national  debt. 

%,  The  Treasury  has  been  compelled  to  aug- 
ment the  amount  of  national  debt,  both  funded 
and  floating,  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes  to  meet 
the  public  engagements  at  places  where  it  could 
not  command  the  local  currency. 

Throughout  the  Bastem  States  the  Treasury 
has  hitherto  failed  to  command  an  amount  df  the 
local  eurrencv  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  local 
demands.  The  banks  of  those  States,  fettered  by 
the  stipulations  of  their  charters,  could  not  follow 
the  example  of  the  banks  of  the  other  States  in 
the  suspension  of  coin  payments ;  but  their  issties 
of  notes  have  been  very  limited,  and  the  necessi- 
ties for  a  cireulatittff  medium  nave  been  princi- 
nally  supplied  bv  Treasury  notes,  and  partially 
by  the  notes  of  tne  Bank  of  New  York.  Under 
tbeie  circumstances  the  revenue  in  the  Bastem 
section  of  the  Union  has  been,  almost  entirely, 
collected  in  Treasury  notes.  Inferior  difficulties, 
ftom  similar  causes,  have  occurred  in  some  of 
the  Southern  States ;  where,  also,  the  aeeming 
revenue  was  less  in  proportion  to  the  demands 
which  the  arrearages  of  tiM  war,  as  well  as  the 
cnrrent  expenditures,  pressed  ^n  the  Treasury. 

Prom  these  considerations  it  is  obvious  that 
the  public  credit  could  only  be  maintained,  and 
the  public  service  could  only  be  effitcted,  even 
with  an  ample  revenue,  with  the  use  of  the  aux- 
iliary means  alTorded  to  the  Treasury,  in  the  au- 
thority to  borrow  money  and  issue  Treasury  notes. 
Little  use,  however,  has  been  made  of  the  author- 
ity to  borrow  since  the  dosing  of  the  loan  of 
1815 ;  but  the  warrants  of  the  War  and  the  Navy 
Departments,  as  well  as  the  dividends  payable  on- 1 
the  public  funded  debt,  have  required  a  consider- 
able issue  of  Treasury  notes.  The  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest,  and  Aindable  at  six  per 
eent.  have  been  generally  disbursed  in  payment 
€or  services  an4  supplies  $  and  the  Treasury  notes, 
not  bearing  interest,  but  fundable  at  seven  per 


ceBt.|  have  been  ^enefanT 

on  aceonnt  of  the  funded  debt,  aad  the 

tation  of  members  of  CoifreaB.     Tte  effect  tf 

these  measures  will  be  more  psiriievlarly  smi 

hereafter. 

Thus  it  cannot  escape  obeervBiicNft  thtt  a  eami 
unconnected  with  the  late  war,  and  wliidkexBtt 
without  the  agency  or  the  aatfaotity  of  the  Qev- 
emment,  will  probabljr  so  augwet  Che  amssai 
of  the  funde4  and  floating  debt  «a  to  reader  lait- 
tory  the  estimates  and  odcelntioas  which  hait 
been  made  on  other  occasions  ia  pelataoa  to  tbi 
subject.  The  restoration  of  a  tmiform  aatiseil 
currency  can  alone  terminate  this  eviL 

3.  The  Treasury  has  been  involved  in  the  difr 
cult  and  delicate  task  of  designating  the  mediaB 
in  which  the  warrants  drawn  by  the  heads  of  IV 
partmento  should  be  respectively  nsud. 

The  revenue  is  collected  throa^hoat  the  Unies, 
but  the  amonnt  of  the  colleetioa  is  very  diflmat 
in  different  places;  and  it  has  happened,  nof  oa- 
frequentiy.that  the  demand  for  payaeac  was  the 

f greatest  wnere  the  means  of  payment  were  the 
east.    The  rule,  which  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, was  applied,  wheaever  it  was  pncticable, 
by  directing  warrants  to  be  paid  at  the  places  of 
rendering  the  services,  or  furnishing  the  sapfilies, 
for  whiou  they  were  respectively  granted.  Bm 
if  the  Treasury  possesaed  no  funds  at  those  plaeei 
the  diflerences  of  exchange  rendered  it  extrcmdy 
difficult  to  locate  the  payment  of  the  wanaais  in 
a  manner  equitable,  impartial,  and  satisfactery. 
For  some  months  alter  the  war  the  Treasury  wv 
scantily  supplied  with  the  local  currency  of  ereij 
place,  except  the  District  of  Columbia  and  tk 
citjr  of  Baltimore ;  and,  consequently,  during  thai 
period,  the  warrants  which  coald  not  be  dis- 
charged at  the  seat  of  the  original  tmnsa^ttoa 
were  paid  in  the  currency  of  the  Distrkc  or  of 
Baltimore.  The  pro^^ressive  accumulation  of  the 
revenue  opened  a  wider  scope  for  payments,  ea- 
abliog  the  Treasury  to  draw  next  noon  the  banb 
of  Philadelphia,  and,  more  recently,  upon  the 
banks  of  New  York.    The  public  funds  in  the 
banks  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States  hnr^ 
ing,  also^  become  generally  adequate  to  the  local 
demands,  it  may  now  be  considered  that  the  ac- 
tive resources  of  the  Treasury  are  co-exieasive 
with  the  Union^  excepting  always  the  Kastera 
section.    The  difficult  tasc  of  localiny  the  paj« 
ment  of  warrants  still,  however,  continues,  and 
must  continue,  as  lonff  as  the  difinences  oif  ex* 
change  shall  operate.   It  is  flacally  imponiUe  to 
pay  all  the  demands  upon  the  Tteaaory  at  one 
plaee,  and  every  holder  of  a  warrant  is  natuiallf 
desirous  to  be  paid  at  the  place  wtiere  the  me- 
dium is  of  the  highest  current  value.    Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  to  be  expected  thatiadividasis 
will  sometimes  feel  disappointment  and  exynss 
dissatisfaction;  but  it  has  oeen  the  constant  sad 
anxious  endeavor  of  the  Treasury  to  perfbrw  its 
arduous  task,  in  the  exercise  of  n  aoand  dixre- 
tion,  guided  by  the  requisitions  of  the  depart- 
menu,  by  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  debt,  and 
by  the  state  of  the  public  Amds. 
4.  The  Treasury  has  been  compaMed  to  iacraae 
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he  Dumber,  and  ezteod  the  range  of  basks  em- 
lioved  as  the  depositories  of  the  pablie  rerenae, 
rttn  conseqneoces  onaToidibly  ineoDreDient  and 
Bjurioos. 

As  soon  ai  the  diflferences  of  the  current  raloe 
f  bank  notes-were  introduced,  and  partienlarly 
rbea  one  bank  refused  to  credit  as  cash  a  de- 
osite  of  notes  of  another,  the  Treasory  was 
rawn  to  a  choice  of  expedients ;  that  is,  either 
9  take  the  hazard  of  accumulation  of  masses  of 
BTenue  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  collec- 
Hs  and  receivers,  or  to  recognise,  as  places  of 
bposite,  the  banks  (being,  howeTer,  banks  of  un- 
^nestioned  solidity)  established  in  the  districts 
rfaich  were  most  affected  by  the  course  of  the 
zchanges.  Many  powerful  reasons  led  to  an 
doption  of  the  hitter  measure ;  instructions  were 
ssued  to  the  collectors  and  receiters  to  act  ae- 
ordingly ;  and  the  number  of  banks  thus  neces^ 
arily  employed  by  the  Treasury  from  Maine  to 
Liooisiana  may  be  stated  at  ninety-four. 

To  tlie  iaconyeniences  incident  to  this  multi- 
plication of  the  places  of  deposite,  was  added  the 
omplezity  ineTitably  arising  from  the  rarious 
inds  of  paper  in  circulation  as  money  upon  some 
if  which  minute  calculations  were  required. 
Generally  speaking  the  Treasury  has  with  each 
lank  four  accounts: 

An  account  of  casli,  meaning  (in  the  absence 
•fcoin)  the  local  currency. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  bank  notes, 
leing  notes  issued  by  banks  other  than  the  de- 
loatory. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  Treasury 
lotes  bearing  interest. 

An  account  of  deposites  of  small  Treasury  notes 
lot  bearing  interest. 

Owing  to  this',  untoward  condition  of  the  ma- 
kinerjr  for  the  collection,  custody,  and  distribu- 
bn  01  the  rcTcnue,  to  the  great  extension  of  the 
losiness  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  to  sev* 
ral  accidental  causes,  the  punctual  statement 
md  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts  hate 
wen  found  practicable.  To  expedite  and  facfli- 
ite,  however,  the  accomplishment  of  that  object 
nnceedings  hare  been  instituted  to  withdraw  the 
P^easury  notes  from  the  banks,  for  the  purpose  of 
anceUing  them;  to  ascertain  the  character  of 
he  bank  notes  upon  special  deposiiei  Ibr  the 
inrpose  of  chiming  payment^  or  an  effective 
fedit  from  the  banks  which  issued  them;  and  to 
Dduce  the  banks  of  the  interior  to  transfer  the 
Treasurer's  balances,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
jaaks  of  the  commercial  cities  on  the  Atlantic, 
or  the  purpose  of  a  periodical  settlement:  the 
access  of  tnese  proceedings,  the  operation  of  the 
3ank  of  the  United  States,  the  collection  of  the 
evenue  in  the  lawful  currency,  and,  above  aH, 
he  improvements  contemplated  by  Congress  in 
be  constitution  of  the  Department,  are  objects 
>f  high  and  urgent  importanccf,  demanding  con- 
■Urnt  vigihince  and  care. 

The  successive  attempts  made  by  this  Depart- 
Qent  to  relieve  the  administration  of  the  finances 
^om  its  embarrassments  have  been  ineffectual, 
rhere  was  no  magic  in  a  mere  Treasury  instruct 


tion  to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  which  could, 
by  its  own  virtue,  charm  gold  and  silver  again 
into  circulation.  The  people,  individually,  did 
not  possess  a  metallic  medium,  and  could  not  be 
expected  to  procure  it,  throughout  the  country. 
as  well  as  in  the  cities,  by  any  exertion  unaided 
by  the  banks.  And  the  banks,  too  timid,  or  too 
interested,  declined  every  overture  to  a  co-opera- 
tion for  reinstatingthe  lawful  currency.  In  this 
state  of  things  the  Treasury,  nay,  the  Legislature, 
remained  passive.  The  power  of  coercing  the 
banks  was  limited  to  the  rejection  of  their  notes 
in  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes,  and  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  agency  in  the  custody  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue ;  but  the  exercises  of  that 
power  would  not  generate  a  coin  currency ;  al- 
though it  would  certainty  act  oppressively  upon 
the  people,  and  put  at  hazard  V9ttj  sum  of  money 
which  was  due  to  the  Qovemment.  Until,  there- 
fore, a  substitute  was  provided  for  the  paper  of 
the  oanks,  it  would  have  been  a  measure  of  use- 
less and  impolitic  severity  towards  the  commu* 
nity  to  insist  that  all  contributions  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  should  be  paid  in 
medium,  which,  it  is  repeated,  the  community 
did  not  possess,  and  couM  not  procure. 

The  opinion  nere  expressed  has  been  the  opin- 
ion of  au  the  States,  except  the  Eastern  Sutes. 
In  the  Southern  and  Western  States  the  pay- 
ments in  6oin  had  been  suspended ;  and  in  most 
of  them  the  notes  of  the  local  banks  constituted 
the  general  circulating  medium ;  for  the  Trea- 
surv  note  medium  circulated,  almost  exclusively, 
in  the  commercial  cities.  The  obvious  difference 
between  the  situation  of  the  Eastern  sectioni  and 
the  other  sections  of  the  Union,  naturally  produ- 
ced a  diierence  of  interests,  and  of  dispositions, 
upon  the  question  of  resuming  payments  in  coin. 
The  Eastern  section  urged  the  measure  at  aU 
hazards.  The  other  sections,  and  narticulariy 
the  middle  section,  objected  to  it;  each  bank  pro- 
fessing, neverthelm,  a  willingness  to  adopt  it, 
upon  a  simttltan0Dus  and  general  movement  of 
the  banks,  directed  to  that  object.  With  respect 
to  the  Eastern  section,  a  peremptory  requisition 
for  a  return  to  payments  in  coin  would  have  left 
the  circulating  medium,  for  the  ordinary  uses  of 
the  people,  much  the  same,  in  quantity  and  kind, 
whether  the  distant  banks  cohformed  to  it  or  not. 
But,  with  respect  to  the  other  sections,  such  a  re- 
quisition, if  the  local  banks  did  not  conform  to  it, 
must  have  deprived  the  people  of  their  only 
means  of  paying  the  public  taxes,  and  of  trans- 
acting the  pecuniary  business  of  liuti  It  was  not, 
then,  an  insensibility  to  the  pernicious  course  of 
bankin(^  which  had,  of  late,  been  pursued,  nor  a 
disposition  to  relinonish  the  cardinal  policy  of 
restoring  the  lawful  national  currency,  that  in- 
duced this  Department,  during  the  year  1815,  to 
acquiesce  in  the  state  or  the  currency,  such  as  it 
was  found  when  the  present  Secretary  was  ap- 
pointed, and  such  as  it  had  been  left  by  Congress, 
after  the  deliberations  of  a  six  months  session,  but 
the  acquiescence  (painful  as  it  was)  proceeded 
entirely^  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Government 
and  of  justice  to  the  community;  from  a  solici.' 
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lude  to  preserve  the  publie  rerenae^  as  well  as  to 
prevent  private  distress;  and  from  a  coBvidioA 
that  the  legislative  wisdom  and  authority  were 
aloxie  competent  to  provide  the  means  of  remov- 
ing the  great  evil  that  existed,  without  incarring 
the  danger  of  introducing  a  sreater  evil. 

The  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  aea- 
sion  of  Congress  has  justified  the  opinion,  and 
realized  the  hope  which  waa  foraged.  The  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will 
open  the  sources  of  a  uniform  currency,  independ- 
ent of  the  State  banks;  and,  as  thp  people  will 
be  thus  supplied  with  a  medium,  which  can  be 
used  for  every  public  and  private  {>nrpose,  the 
peremptory  requisition  of  the  resolution  of  Coa- 
gress,  for  the  collection  in  the  lawful  money  of 
the  United  States  after  the  20th  of  February, 
1817,  becomes  at  once  just,  politic,  and  prac- 
ticable. 

The  steps  which  were  taken  to  organize  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  early  and  satis- 
factory completion  of  ito  subscriptions  to  its  capi- 
tal, and  the  advertisement  appointing  the  28th  of 
the  ensuing  October  for  the  election  of  directors 
by  the  stockholders,  have  been,  heretofore  com- 
municated to  the  President,  together  with  the 
letter  which  was  addressed  to  the  Bank  Commis- 
sioners at  Philadelphia,  recomm*eoding  that  they 
should  provide  a  place,  and  materials,  proper  and 
requisite  for  commencing  the  operations  of  the 
institution,  as  soon  as  the  directors  shall  be  chosen. 
The  general  solidity  of  the  subscribers  as  capital- 
ists, and  the  extensive  distribution  of  the  stoek, 
throughout  the  Union,  have  confirmed  the  public 
hope  and  confidence  in  the  competency  of  the 
bank  to  accomplish  the  great  objects  for  which 
it  is  established. 

As  soon  as  it  appeared,  upon  reasonable  calcu- 
lation, that  the  subscription  to  the  capital  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  filled,  ^  prop- 
osition was  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
State  banks  for  commencing  the  payments  of 
small  sums  in  coin,  on  the  Ist  day  of  October 
next,  upon  principles,  which,  with  the  approba- 
.  tion  of  all  the  members  of  the  Adminisuation, 
were  stated  in  the  report  made  to  the  President 
on  the  24th  June,  1816.  The  terms  o£  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  seemed,  indeed,  to  requice 
f^om  the  Treasury  Department  an  effort  toXaciU- 
tate  the  restoration  of  the  Jawful  currency,  even 
before  the  20th  of  February,  1817;  and,  short  of 
a  general  return  to  that  currency,  notning  was 
thought  more  likely  to  be  aoceptabie  and  useful 
than  the  propositipo  in  question.  But  the  effort 
has  failea.  The  State  banks,  with  few  excc^ 
tions,  have  deemed  a  partial  resumption  of  com 
payments  inexpedient ;  and  the  banks  of  the  Mid- 
dle States  (New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land) hare  intimated  that,  about  the  lat  of  Jufy, 
1817,  will  be  the  proper  period  for  resuming  the 
banking  operations  on  the  basis  of  a  metallic 
capital. 

The  rejection  of  the  Treasury  proposition  is 
regretted.  Upon  principle  there  is  no  good  rea- 
son whv  a  debtor  should  not  pay  a  part  of  his 
debts  although  he  cannot  pay  the  whole;  nor 


why  he  ahoold  refuse  to  pa?  his  smilliltlft,^ 
cause  he  cannot  pay  the  large.  Uooaemc 
ence,  banks  (for  instance,  at  this  epoch,  ibc  But 
of  England)  have  been  in  the  practice  of piji^ 
coin  for  their  notes  of  a  low  defiominitiao,  vii 
thev  refused  that  kind  of  pajrineatforiMttsflii 
bign  denomination ;  and,  upon  policy,  ii  is  da 
that  the  payment  of  small  notes  in  cwnoiU 
soon  beget  confidence  in  btnk  psper  i  u| 
amount ;  and,  consequently,  render  a  geiienljRf; 
ment  in  coin  easy  and  safe.  TbeqoiB&ijfl 
small  notes  abroad,  the  probabilitf  of  i  a 
through  that  medium  upon  the  banks,  tiuliilac 
terrors  which  bankers  and  broken  nay  fed « 
imagine,  will  furnish  no  argument  uaifis:  i^ 
proposiuon  for  a  partial  resnmptioD  amw 
meats  at  this  time,  which  winaotbenoreiw 
ble  against  a  general  resumption  it  ill  tine 
But  it  is  impossible  to  pass  from  diicise  to  ^ 
without  some  suffering;  and  tke  bub  cast; 
expect  to  recover  from  the  disorden  ^_^^ 
sent  bankiiy  system  without  eacouien^mh 
and  impairing  profits.  The  r^ecw  oTtte  p- 
position  has,  however,  constrained ibfiTtosaiT 
to  limit  iu  exertions  to  preparatorjiziupntt^ 
for  the  general  collection  of  the  rereniKUiw 
lawful  currency  after  the  di^  prejcnbed  vjm 
Legislature. 

But  referring  the  period,  for  agencnlitOB^ 
tion  of  paymeou  in  coin,  to  adaysoilniiitii 
the  1st  of  July,  1817,  (several  norths  «al»Vttt 
to  the  time  prescribed  by  Congress  for  itK  » 
lection  of  the  rerenue,  in  the  lawfolcarmj 
well  as  Abe  time  when  the  o^enuooidiftm 
of  the  United  States  mifht  be  expected lotf^ 
mence,)  is  a  measure  of  the  most  xm^ 
acter,  indicating  a  dangerous  reliaace  of  (Udv 
banks  upon  a  dumge  in  the  V^^^l^^^ 
tion  in  the  enei^CTof  the  ^^^^,f^ 
lu  effects,  if  unresisted,  or  if  fwtcred  Iff » «^ 
poriaing  disposition  on  the  part  «„"«  ^  "^ 
ment,  must  be  to  embarrao  the  nwj  ^^^ 
United  States  in  the  onset;  lo  coafine  »J»< «» 
of  the  notes  of  the  national  bwk  to  die  *«? " 
of  the  coin  in  its  rauhs,  to  ^V^'^ZSl 

the  means  ^^^.^^^t^m^'l'^X^t^ 
Congress  for  the  coWectioa  of  iw  «'«?.?' V*. 

and  to  preserve  to  the  B^^.^'^J.ffS 
Mntrol  over  the  inoiuir  <a<>  ttam} 

tioo.  To  the  wudom,  p«tt»«l«.  »*iJ^ 
Congre.?.  the«fo«,  f\*f^^Si^ 
nor  MA  It  bt  svppoMd  Hut  Uie  »"*v"  1„  i 
will  remaia  iiueiuiUe  u  «o  o^"''  Z.^i «« 
thing*.  Thepowe«oftlKa«w"»M 
ouslv  and  tteadilr  cieceued,  *'*.^f,u.ed 
drew  and  reUaf ;  abd  it  it  r«Mf^^ 
banks  will  perceira  and  •'oHJ^^^ 
quencw  to  which  the  tbeaieoed  «»»*|^i 
uUf  exposes  them.  T^.'^^yufH 
the  subscription*  of  the  Unitrf  Saw  ^,^, 
the  price  ofgold  and  «av«  \fm  'W^te 
rapid  course  of  3fed«ciioo,lJ«  ■«"•]2JJ^ei^ 
the  banks  to  leiosute  tbeu  P"*'"in7aim 
faithfiiUjr  applied  to  iliat  »%;«*  'Siiiw^ 
conciliationlind  good  wiU  """""'fiSftfr 
and  State  institutions,  aad,  m  »l«)«i »'»' 
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tetion  ofpoMie  eonildeiKe  b«hi^  thas  Isid/wkat  hate  the  8Me  baiftvlo  a|y(tt«h«iid  from  a  M^ 
to  coift  p*fiaeDt  wb€n  the  aatioiwl  bank  shall  tomttteaee  afmitar  payneaii,  (sky  in  Janoary 
next,)  or  when  shnilar  paymeDta  shall  be  etaeted  fhim  the  peei^^e  ia  tne  eelleetion  of  duties  aad 
taxes^  on  the  20th  of  Fehruaff,  which  will  not  be  eqoailv  operatire  on  the  lat  July,  1817?  The 
sincerity,  and  the  hottO^  of  Uie  directors  of  the  State  bancs,  who  have  proposed  the  last  dhte  nn 
the  proper  period  ibr  all  the  important  reform  contemplated,  will  not  be  impeached  ordoiAted ; 
but  there  is  no  legal  obKgaiioo  to  conform  to  the  proposition ;  and  the  oecnrrence  of  new  incidents, 
or  the  pervmtion  of  other  rlews,  may,  hereafter;  be  thooght  to  justify  a  change  of  council  and  of 
conduct.  Tnere  is,  theuj  do  security  for  the  QoTcrnment,  or  the  community^  out  in  the  inflexible 
adherence  to  thesyMm  which  Congress  has  adopted. 

Harini^ienewed  the  general  coorseof  the  Treasory,  as  conoected  with  the  state  of  the  cnrrenoy,  it 
becomes  proper  to  exhibit  more  particularly  the  fiscal  results ;  lat,  in  relation  te  the  appropriations 
and  payments  for  the  vear  1816 ;  2dIV|  in  relationto  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  in  1816 ;  3diy,  in 
telatioa  to  tlie  public  debt ;  and,  ithly,  in  relationto  the  miscellaneous  business  of  the  Department. 
It  musty  however,  be  remembered  tha^  until  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  finally  bal- 
anced and  settled,  the  statements,  which  have  been  officially  furnished  by  the  Register  for  the 
immediate  purposes  of  thri*tsaat  lefost^  ar»to  be  r^gpuded  in  the  light  of  estimates,  subject  to 
such  changes  as  the  ultimate  examination  of  the  accounting  officers  may  produce.  But  it  is  not 
that  any  essential  variance  will  occur. 


iBt.    Of  Ac  appntprUaiont  and  payfnefUifar  the  year  1816. 

The  demands  aothoiized  to  be  made  by.  acts  of  appropriation  on  the  Treasury  for  the  yeas  1S16| 

{independent  of  the  unsatisfied  balances  of  appropriations  for  fi^rmer  years,  not  carried  to  thesurntus 
und,)  amounted  to  the  sum  of  -  • $32,475,303  93 

For  tne  Olril  Di^artment,  foreign  interebursea  and  miseelltineous  expenses,  the  sum 

of $3,540,770  18 

Fbr  the  Military  Department    ....    $794,250  75 
Arrearages         •  >  •       .i>  •  •    8,995,378  00 

16,729,622  75 

For  the  Naval  Establishment -    4,20^911  00 

For  the  public  debt       -  -  -      '     -  .  -  -    8,000,000  00 

$32,475,303  93 

The  payments  made  at  the  Treasuiyi  on  account  of  the  above  appropriations,  stated 
to  the  1st  day  of  August,  1816,  amounted  to  the  sum  of     -  •  -  -    26,332,174  69 

For  the  Civil  Uepariment.  foreign  intercQurse,  and  miscellaneous  expenses  the  sum 
of       '  -  -  - $1,829,015  02 

For  the  Military  Department    ....  $4;^35;^  75 

Arrearages 8^,a7ft  00 

13,170,608  75 

For  the  Naval  Department       .....  ^    1,977,788  50 

For  the  .public  debt,  ($1,354,762  62,  being  part  of  the  balance  of  the 
preeediBg  year's  appropriation^)       *  ...  -   9|354,762  62. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  for  1616,  being     •  ttMBB,174,  y 


t  Ml  y'Vn:— nui 


To  be  credited,  h6wev«r,  with  the  sum  of  $1,254^762  ^62,  taken  as  above  scaited,  from 
the  last  yearV  balance  ^f  appropriations  for  the  public  debt  -  -  .   $6,14^129  04 


But  it  is  estimated  tJkirt  fhe demands  on  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  of  Atrgusc  to  the  STlsi  Deceallter, 
1816,  will  amount  to  itrthe  sum  of $12,413,524  33 

Foir  the  CXvil  Department^  fbreign  intercourse,  and  miscellatieoutf 
expenses         --.---•  •'fpjQMO^  90 

For  the  MilitatT  DefiaHttient 3,579,896  66 

For  the  Naval  Department -    2,966,432  77 

For  the  MMic  debt,  laeluding  the  payment  to  be  made  on  the  Itt  •  of 
JtoUtfri817      ^      .•.,'.  .  .  .  .    4^^18.360  00 

H    ■■•    i    I,  ['.JJUJ^ 

And  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appiDprlalfottf  Ibr  1816,  amounthig  only,  ae 
atioreftited,  to  the  sum  of.-.---*-     6,143489  04 

There  is  a  general  d^jfibit  in  the  appropriation,  for  which  provision  mutt  be  made 
Vy  law,amoiMKihflhHh^sumof *     6,879il8f  89 
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SUtU  ^ike  P^fKTffff 


CoQiMeted  with  ibete  nntemimte  ii  nwir  be  ueful  to  add,  ihat,  of  the  spfropdatnos  _ 

the  Ist  of  Jaauary,  1816,  there  remaiaed  on  that  daf ,  onexpemied,  the  aom  of     •  fPfni^% 
For  the  CiTil  Departaneat,  foreigB  iotercQorae,  aod  aiteellaDeoDt 

expenses -  -  -93,562,963  51 

For  the  Miliury  DeiMirtment 20,222  66 

For  the  Naral  Department 799,310  27 

For  the  pabUe  debt 4,630,38142 

«7,972;377  86 


And  at  the  end  of  the  year  1816,  the  anpropriation  for  the  Military  Department,  the  Nanl  Depu 
ment,  and  the  pablie  debt  will  probably  be  exhaosted ;  bat  there  will  remain  an  aDexpeided  b^ 
ance  of  the  appropriatioQs  for  the  Ciril  Department,  foreign  intercoarse»  and  miseellaDeoBs  ex- 
penses,  estimated  at  about  the  sum  of  -  -  •  -  -^  -  |S,642,6gl! 

8d.    Cf  the  reeeifH  imo  the  TVttmmyii^  1916. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  report  to  enter  into  the  demiis  of  (hat  portion  of  tberereiR 
which  has  accmed,  but  has  not  become  payable,  nor  to  distingaish  between  the  aaooit  ^toia^ 
nnder  the  old  or  war.  or  under  the  new  or  peace  system  of  revenue.  The  main  object  isioo^w 
the  aetnal  receipts  of  reTenue  at  the  Treasury  firoffl  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  oti9pA,l9l9, 
and  which  bare  arisen  from  the  fdllowing  sources; 

1.  From  cash  in  the  Treasury,  (deducting  an  item  of  ||6,692,407  55  in  Treasury  notei,  vloeii^tn 
been  paid  for  duties  and  taxes,;  as  subject  to  the  future  settlement  of  tbe  Treaip-  ^cm^ 
rer's  accounts,  at       -  •  -  --  •  -.-         -  f^8»^* 

2.  From  revenue,  including  what  wae  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  to  wit : 

Customs,  (subject  to  a  deduction  for  debentures  paid  during  the  same  period,  of 

91,829,564  33,) 1^21,354^743  74 

Direct  tax,  (independent  of  the  assumed  <|ttotaJ        -    3,060,000  00 

Assumed,  after  deducting  15  per  cent,  by  Mew  York  •       365,320  38 

Do.  do.  by  Ohio  -        88,527  62 

Do.  do.  by  South  Carolina      129,119  66 

Do.  do«  by  Georgia  -       80,696  02 

3,713,963  68 

Internal  duties  -  «  -  -  .  .  .      3,864,000  00 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts  -  -  -  -  ->         127,025  38 

Sales  of  public  lands,  excluding  $211,440  50  recetTed  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  but  to  be  paid  to  Georgia    -  -  -  -       676,710  40      -« ^13  ^ 

Total  amount  of  receipts  from  the  terenue  and  cash  in  the  Treasury  '  X/0Sj^ 

3k    From  loans  and  Treasury  notes : 

tioan*— 6  per  eeac  stock  of  1814         -  -  204,889  83 

Do.  do.     -----       .       snjm(» 

Do.  of  1815 335,447  90 

Strea  per  cent,  stock,  by  the  issue  reissued,  and  sale  of  small  Trea-  ^' 

sary  notes  which  were  funded         -  «  -  -     4,889,069  00 

If  otal  amount  of  receipts  from  loans    -          -           •        ...  -        -    4)91']^ 

Treasury  notes,  of  the  new  emission,  bearing  interest                        -  $2,868,900  00 
or  small  Treasury  nota ^OO4g507OO 


,Tptal  amount  of  receipts  from  Tjceaanry  notes 


.4^3,4?^  * 


Making  the  amount  receired  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  January  to  1st  August,    ^^^^^  q] 

1816,  including  the  eaah  in. the  Treasury  at  the  former  date,  the  sum  of  -         "  w^^r^ 
And,  as  it  is  computed  that  between  the  1st  of  August  and  the  31st  of  Deeembetf  .^0^710  tf 
,  1816,  there  will  1^  further  reoeired  at  the  Treasury  the  sum  of    •  -         *  *^J1^ 

From -the  customs       -.         -  -  -  -  -  ^%lt^^^^ 

The  direct  tax  -  -  .  .  •  -  .  .      1,00(V»0  JJ 

lotfmaitTeauf  *  .  .  .  .     lfiA(f»^ 
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TIm  sales  of  ^biie  Unds,  ezclading  the  receipts  in  the  Mississippi 

Territorir.  to  be  paid  te  the  State  of  Georgia  •  •  -        616.710  40 

Postage  and  ineideotal  receipts  -  -  -  ^  -       lOOJOOO  00 

$19  876,710  40 

Mmking  Che  whole  of  the  estimated  receipts  for  the  year  1816,  the  sam  of   -  -    6$,702,631  67 

auiuiAaT. 

PInL    1.  From  the  foregoing  estimates  aod  statemeats,  it  appears  that  the  receipts  iato  the  Trea- 

sary,  (iaoludiog  the  cash  oa  deposite  at  the  eommeacement  of  the  year  1816,)  from  the  Ist  of 

January  to  the  1st  of  August,  1816,  may  be  stated,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  shall  occur  in  the 

final  seMtament  of  the  Treasufer^s  aocouttti)  at       -  -  •  -  - 145385,980  67 

1  S.  And  that  th«  paymanto  at  the  Tiaaaory  for  the  same  period  may  be  stated  at     -    96,3^174  8t 

i  Making  an  excess  of  receipu  beyond  the  paymenta  At  the  Treasury,  from  1st  Jan- 

:     nary  to  1st  AogQst,  1816,  at •  -  919.493,745  78 

'  — J^ 

AcoftdL  1.  Prom  the  foregoing  estimates  aod  statemente  it  appears  that  the  receipts  at  the 
Treasurvi  as  abore  stated,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  1st  of  August,  1816,  excluding  the  amounts 
in  the  Treasary  at  the  first  date,  hare  amounted  to  •  -  939,527,268  41 

9.    Aod  that  the  probabia  receipts  at  the  Treasary,  from  the  1st  of 
August  to  the  31st  of  December,  may  be  estimated  a^       •.  -    19,876,710  40 

llaktng  the  whole  of  the  estimated  receipts  at  tha  Treasary,  for  1816,  ezclusire  of 
the  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jinuary,  the  sum  of  -  •  -  9^9,403^978  81 

3.  But,  from  the  foregoing  statements,  it  also  appears  that  the  paymeats  at  the 
Treasory,  from  the  Ist  of  Janoary  to  the  1st  of  Angnsi,  1816, 

amoootra  to  the  sam  of      •        -  -  -         -*  -  •  tMJ3S,174  89 

4.  And  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasary,  from  the  1st  of  August 

to  the  31st  of  December,  1816,  aro  estimated  at  the  som  of  -     18,413,524  33 

leaking  the  whole  of  the  estimated  paymeato  and  demands  at  the  Treasury,  for 
1816,  the  sum  of 38,745,89988 

And  leaTiog  ah  excess  of  the  estimated  receipts  beyond  the  estimated  payments  and 
demands  at  the  Treasury,  for  1816,  ezclusire  of  the  som  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Isi 
of  Jaauary,  1816,  amoontmg  to         -  -  -  -  .  .    >      >>    89.658^9  59 


z 


A  general  statement  of  the  son»  |Mid  aaoalhly  at  the  a«aiofla«honies  for  duties  oa  aMnshaadtse 
imported  into  tha  United  Statea,  and  of  the  attms  i«|ni4  modthly  upoa  ilehentttceB  isaaad  for  the 
drawback  of  tha  dutiee  on  impoitatioB,  has  baea  prtpandi  embiMtng  the  period  ftoa  March,  1815 


to  July,  1816,  both  maatha  tnelnsiva.    Ffom  this  doaamaat  it  appaare, 

1.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  received  at  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States^  daring 
the  above  specified  period.  aauMints  to  the  sum  of  •  -  -  928,871,143  59 

2.  That  the  aggregate  of  tna  dabcAtofea  paid  during  tha  same  period,  amount  to 
thasomof     .  -  -  •      ,    -  -  -  -  •  -     8,624/42166 

Leaving  the  amount  of  dntiesi  for  tha  above  spoaified  period,  (subjaat  oaly  to  a . 
dedoetion  of  the  expaaaes  of  the  eoUection,)  at  the  aum  of  •  -  -  -  925.646.721  84 

3.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  faeeiredat  thaaaatomrhonaeaof  the  Uaited  States, 

from  March  to  December,  1815,  both  months  incluciTa,amQaata  to  the  sam  of   •    96,916,399  76 

4.  That  the  aggregate  of  the  dabetttoiai^  paiddaftaglaet-aiaatioaad  period,  amouiua 

to  the  sum  of  -  •  •  -  •  .  -  -  -        794,867  33 

Leaving  the  amount  of  datiea  for  tha  lait^meatioaad  period,  (subject  only  to  a 
dedactioB4or-theexpensesofoollectioa,)atiheaaaLQf         ...  96,121.542  43 


9.  That  the  aggregate  of  ihn  doiies  laeeivad  a&  all  the  aaatom*hoases  of  the 

States,  from  January  to  July,  1816,  both  months  inclusive,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  92L,354y743  74 

4.  Tbat^e  aggregate  of  the  debentures,  paid  during  the  same  period,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of    -  -  *  -         ,-  -  -  .....      VS28,564  88 

.    •  ,  •  •  «  .  ..  •     •   •- 

Leaving  the  amount  of  duties  for  the  laat«mentioned  period,  (subject  only  to  a 
dedoetion  for  the  expcasea  of  c^^ecUol|J^^t  (he  suqi^  of  ,      •  *  -  $19,525,179  41 
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Slate  dftkj^  Fhumce^. 


Th«  dktriecs  ib  tbe  United  States  haye  cootribated  ia  Ttry  difierant  proportions  m  ibe  n»b 
in  tbe  collection  of  the  customs,  wiiich  hare  been  thus  generally  stated.  The  following  iImk 
will  afford  a  comparatiTe  view  of  the  importations  into  some  of  the  principal  districts,  (those  ibt 
imporutioos  have  produced  duties  exceeding  f400,000,)  from  Siareh,  1815,  to  Jolj,  1816.  k 
incTusive. 


9ISTBXCTS. 


K«wT«lt 

Mdlsdel]^ 


Baltimore 
dftadastoa 


Savumah 
KoMk 


Dntiet. 


99,nt,lM  30 
aoaaaaa  «& 

8,679,180  77 

3^889^101  11 

1,047,646  78 

738,088  18 

681,887  88 

491,160  36 


± 


Debcntucs. 

BercBMsliM 

flol^ttaifll 

offlaDKM. 

#888,894  66 

IM«.nj« 

488|«86  79 

UI1>0» 

477,487  91 

3,101^)1 

386^683  49 

S^tfTl 

86|398  49 

Hum 

16,669  OS 

imi  i 

9i690  66 

S17^« 

19,364  66 

47l,?»' 

Nora.— This  statamant  nbibils  tiie  amovnt  of  amiey  actually  paid  into  tite  TMtsvy  «l  te  p't^*'' 
M*  AikA  Avnimn*  nf  An*i*«  ^%}ch  aocmed  dufing  ibat  pwto^ 


not  tha  amount  of  duties 


a  i^lks  PMU  DM. 


In  a  supplement  to  tha  annual  Tfoasury  import  of  Dacembar,  1S15^  made  to  tbc 
House  of  Representatives  on  tha  28th  of  frehrnaij,  1816^  iiappaara  that  tha  bil- 
ance  of  the  wbalaof  Iha  yohlio  debt  contracted  prior  to  the  late  war  amaoatad  o« 
the  12th  of  February,  1816,  to 


The  amount  which  haa  ainca  been  reimhuraed  of  the  priaoipal  of  die  old  six  pv 
.  cent,  and  defavradatoahayhasidas  the  payments  of  the  interests,  it  the  sum  of    * 

An4>at  tWa  time  the  balance  of  tha  whole  of  tha  public  debt  eontraeted  before  the 
lata  war  amounts  to  the  sum  of       ....... 

In  the  same  sup^kaMAtal  report  if  further  awaars  that  the  astimaied  amount  of  tbe 
wMaof  the  public  funded  debt,  contracted  m  reference  ta  the  lata  war,amooaied 
an  tha  12th  of  February,  1816,  to  the  sum  of  -  .  .  .         - 

To  lUaamaont  diare  has  b^an  asnaa  added  tha  ibilaping  iamna: 
1.  In  six  nar  cent  stock  to  pay  tha  BaaiE  af  9aatk  Gkialina)  aaaoidiBg  tatheooa- 
tvaot  m  a  lam  BMda  ta  Qaaasal  Fincknay,  ondir  tim  aathnnaf  of  tha  War 
Department,  the  amount  bakif  iaalodM  in  tha  appia|Miatia»  Ibr  tha  auMiary 


|38^ 


$37,779;m 


efi^iTW 


s 


9t 


sarviaa 

fil  fti  six  par  aant.  stock  to  pay  tha  Union  BankolChaaiesian^ 
Carolina,  aotardHig  la  iha  aonnaat  lor  a  lilw  loaa,  ika  i 
hain^  inaluded  in  tbe  apqfiropriation  for  the  miliury  service 

8;  in  SIX  paraent.  stock  of  1815,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at 
95  per  cent,  and^r  tha  laatt  af  IfllS.  asd  «IM|  thaa  apainted  to 
raodarthanmountof  thefloatingdeM        ...... 

4.  In  six  per  cent,  stock,  in  lieu  of  Treasurv  notes  funded  at  par,  (as 
far  as  has  bean  asoaiiaload,)  and  wluoh.  maa  upsiam  4h  raamis  tha 
amooat  af4ha  floating  dahi,«siMMad:at    - 

5.  In  seven  ner  aaot,  aiaek,  in  Man  af  saaail  Taaaai;  notm  fcodad  at 
par,  (as  tar  as  has  been  ascertained,)  and  which  thus  operated  to 
redoao  the  amount  of  the  floating  deot,  estimated  at 

Amount  of  theoddidon  siaaa^ha  IMi  Fahnmry.  MMy  to  tha  pahlia 
limdad 'daily  contracted  in  referenoa  to  lie 

Bstimated  amoivt  ul  \hm  wMa  af  tfao  ft 

'    eocatotbalaiawaf 


43,956  04 

386^447  90 

9;M31 


•    4j289,089  00 


d«haa6iyatmN| 


ipplemetttal  report  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  tha  floating  pabUe     _^|5  41 
12th  of  February,  1816^  was  estimated  at  the  sum  of  -  *  v^^"^ 


iamoMMM  su 

debt  ott^  tha 

To  this  snm  there  has  sioae  haah  added  the  Mlowittg  Heme: 
1-  There  hata  been  issiiad  and  ra-issaad  amidl  Ti^aanry  noMs^  as  it 


asiiuiatcdnt 


pfiotfinw 
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%  There  haTiag  been  inaed  Tretsvry  notes  bcMiirg  intereat,  as  ettt* 

mmtedat        •  -         , 2^61^00 

4j873,498  60 

3.  There  haye  been  oMaiaed  temponury  Unuw  frosa  the  tMiaks  ia  the  District  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  under  the  act  proriding  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  public  buildings,  in 
addition  to  the  kmn  or  f  100,000  suted  in  the  snpplemenui  report      $50,000  00 

4.  There  has  been  ebtataeda  temporary  loan  from  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Virginia  to  pajr  a  warrant  oi  the  War  Department  ia  favor  of  the  . 
Goyernor  of  Virginia,  to  pay  for  militia  expenses  during  the  war    -      150,000  00 

208,000  00 


wmm^ 


$31,903,612  41 
Bot  the  floating  debt  ha^  been  diminished  since  the  12th  of  February,  1816^  ia  the 
following  manner :     . 

1.  By  the  subscription  of  Treasury  votes  to  the  six  per  cent,  loan  of 

1815,  as  abore  staled  * $318,675  52 

2.  By  funding  Treasdfy  aoM  at  par  for  six  per  eeat.  stoeh,  as  aho>fe 

suted  - ^200  31 

3.  By  funding  small  Tfsasury  notes  for  seyen  per  cent,  stock,  ss  abore 

stated  - 4;289,089  00 

4.  By  the  payment  ia  Treaeary  aotes  of  duties  and  taxes  estimated  to 
have  amounted  ia  Treasury  notes  beariag  iaterest  to 
ttesaflBof     - $7,2n,853  68 

la  small  Treasury  notes,  to  -  -  -       150,000  00 

'  ■       ■      ■■  ■     7^7,864  68 

5.  By  the  repayment  of  temporary  loans,  riz: 

To  the  Muk  of  Columbia,  on  account  of  the  pab- 

lis  bttildtags f825,000  00 

To  the  State  ^  New  York,  on  Account  of  the 

militia,  (principal)         «  .  •  •      360,000  00 

To  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Vireinia,  (principal)    -      150,000  00 

725,000  00 

12,709,818  41 

amount  of  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt  at  this  time       ...  *$9,283,794  00 


X 


Ml^ 


*  Outsunding  Treasury  notes $8,733,794  00 

Temporary  loans        -  -  .      i    .  .      560,000  00 

f9,283,7W  00 

A  more  general  view  of  the  issues  and  reimbursements  of  Treasury  notes  has  been  presented  1^ 
the  Register,  to  show  the  amount  outstanding  on  the  Ist  August,  I8I61;  from  which  it  appears— 

1,  That  the  issues  have  been,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  June'  30, 1812     -  -    $5,000,000  00 

Do.  do.  do.  of  February  25, 1813         -      5,000,000  00 

Do.  do.  do.  of  March  4, 1814    -  -    10,000,000  0$ 

Da  do.  do.  of  December  26,  1814        -      8,318,400  00 

Do.  do.  do.  of  February  25, 1815— 

Notes  bearing  interest -  $4,422,400  00 

Small  Treasury  notes,  without  interest        -  -  -  «*   3,392,994  00 

'  7,815,394  00 

Total  amount  of  issues  of  Treasury  notes        -  -  -  -  -  $36,133,794  00 

2.  That  the  reimborsements  by  paymentsi.whea  the  notes  became  doe  by  subscrip- 
tion to  the  loan  of  1815w  and  by  satisfying  duties  and  taxes,  have  amounted  to 

$29,467,407  16 
Oedact  estimated  amount  of  interest,  ioolodad  therein       •        •  •    2,067,407  16 

27,400,000  00 

IjeaviDff  an  outstanding  baiaace  of  Treasury  notes  of  every  denominatioa,  on  the 

Istof  August,  1816^  amounting  to  the  sum  of        ....  -   $8,733,794  00 


The  amount  reimbursed,  as  above  stated,  iaeluding  iatf  rest,  beiag    *  -  $29yM74Q7  10 

14th  CoK.  dd  Sbss.— 37 


i^}|^B9¥ 


O^ 
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8iaie  of  the  PmaneeB. 


,904,986  00 
no  01  Treasury  noces,  mciaaing  iniercst  aeposiiea  hi  me  scrersi 
banks  to  the  credit  of  the  Treararer,  as  appears  from  his  statement    16,562.421  16 

829,467,407  16 

The  balance  of  $8,733,794,  exclnsiTe  of  interest  thereon,  is  still  subject  to  aredoetioalsttkt 
amount  of  Treasury  notes'  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  receirers^  not  deposited  in  the  banbnikt 
Ist  of  August,  1816.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  that,  donng  the  fire  sabBeqontmoDtbif 
the  present  year,  the  whole  of  the  floating  public  debt  in  Treasury  notes,  as  well  as  teoponij  Ian 
will  be  estittgoished,  agreeably  to  the  anticipations  which  were  expressed  upon  that  sabjeet. 

From  the  preceding  estimate  it  appears  that,  at  this  time,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  poUie^ 

18  the  sum  of -  -      $120,159,4$  S 

Consisting  of  the  following  items: 

1.  Funded  public  debt  before  the  late  war        ...    $37,779,274  32 

2.  Funded  public  debt  contracted  ainee  the  late  war     -  •      73,1^,414  28 

3.  Floating  pnblic  debt  outsunding      ....        9,283,794  00 

8120,159,482  55 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  public  debt,  as  is  esttmatvd  on  the  12th  February,  ^  ^ 

ISl^llerng  the  sum  of  -       -       ' mf^/^ 

The  aggregate  reduction  since  that  period,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  -  -     ^ff}^^ 

The  funded  public  debt  will,  unaToidably,  be  augOMnted,  as  long  as  the  disordered  sute  fij^ 
currency  shall  compel  the  Treasnrjr  to  make  any  or  its  paymento  in  small  Treasorf  notes,  foDdw 
at  scTen  per  cent.;  and  the  necessity  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest,  from  IM  Jf 
cause,  will  also,  in  some  degree^  augment  the  funded  debt,  while  it  retards  the  cz(iagou^°^'i^^'""' 
floating  debt,  for  which  the  rerenue  is  otherwise  ample.  To  render  the  funds  of  tbe  TreuarjH 
active  as  possible,  however,  thejr  hare  been  applied  to  pay  ofi*  the  temporary  loiss  bf  ^o'^P^f 
those  obtained  in  Boston  and  Maine  (making  together  $550,000)  being  the  onlf  ^o"^^^\^T^ 
local  currency  could  not  be  provided.  It  would  liave  been  oesirable,  indeed,  to  bare  emiNOfedsiiv 
of  the  public  funds  in  the  purchase  of  the  poUic  stock  where  it  has  fallen  bdov  par;  ^\^^Ji 
amination,  it  was  found  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Sinking  Fund  did  not  admit  of  thatoFi* 
tioo,  for — 
The  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  the  preceding  year  applicable  to  .the  Sinking  Fand.aDd'^^ 

ing  on  the  Ist  of  January.  1816,  was  ......    ^>^!^m 

And  the  appropriation  for  the  year  1816  was  ....         -     SfXfii^ 

Of  which  there  was  expended  to  the  30th  of  Jane,  1816        •  -    $9,354,762  62 

And  the  probable  demand  to  the  lat  of  January,  1817,  inclosii:e,  Is  -      4,218,360  00     ^^^22  61 

Leaving  a  deficit,  which  must  be  supplied  as  soon  as  the  next  session  of  Coa^    adiSlil ' 
opens,  amounting  to-  --  •  -  -  -  -•  ^^^Ejisrd 

Another  item  will  be  added  to  the  public  debt  by  the  creation  of  the  fi^«P*'fS**.M*S^.«.'5 
ment  for  the  shares  held  by  the  Government  in  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  s^a^j^^ 

it  may  be  proper  to  bring  into  view  the  Mississippi  stock,  created  upon  the  "^^  the  sua ' 
are  usually  called  *'  the  Yazoo  claims,''  amounting,  on  the  30th  of  August^  I8l0|  to  ^°*  t^ 
$4,241,725  80.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  five  per  cent,  stock  is,  in  elTeet,  *^^1A 
for  another  capital,  producing  probably  a  higher  rate  of  interest ;  and  that  the  ^^J^^i[  J^. 
bears  no  interest^  and  is  only  eventually  reimbursable  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  saie'  r- 
lie  lands.  .      ^mMiofih^ 

For  the  pavment  of  the  interest,  both  of  the  old  and  new  debt,  and  for  the  r^^"!^^!^^  L  bca 
instalment  of  the  principal  of  the  old  debt,  due  on  the  first  of  October  neit,  F<yL*'!.%{|t<sii 
made  by  the  Treasury;  remittances  have  also  been  made  to  the  bankers  of  ^'{f  '^Lutboi 
London  and  Amsterdam,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  Loaisisoa  stock,  paja  i^^ 
places,  respectively,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1816,  and  the  1st  of  Jannarf,  1817.  ^""».**^i5,,,rtjeDtof 
upon  this  Department,  funds  have  been  supplied  to  meet  all  the  demands  upon  toe  uo 
^he  United  States,  upon  the  various  general  acconats  which  are  open  there— 

For  the  interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock; 
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SUKle  ^the  Fbumam, 


For  foreign  intereoune,  incloding  the  difkh 

mfttie  fond ; 

For  file  maiatenaoee  of  prisoners  of  war ;  and 
For  the  support  of  American  seamen  in  foreign 

conn  tries. 


Qot  the  appropriation  onlf  amonnte  to      250,000 

Leating  a  deficit  of        -       -      819,000 


4.    Of  the  miscettaneaua  burinets  of  the  Depart^ 

meni. 

The  several  important  objects  confided  to  the 
Department,  independent  of  its  merely  fiscal  da- 
tie&ha?e received  attention. 

Without  entering  into  a  minute  enunieration 
of  them,  the  foUowing  «re  proper,  to  be  selected 
for  notice: 

1.  7^  survey  qf  the  coa#^— The  necessary  in- 
struments having  been  secnred,  Mr.  Hassler  has 
bc«n  employed  as  the  superintendent  of  the  work, 
upon  the  (inncipie  and  terms  stated  in  his  letter 
of  instructions,  dated  the  3d  of  August,  1816. 

2.  7%e  roaifnm  Cumberland  to  Ofcio.— The 
course  of  the  road  having  been  conCrmed  by  the 
President, from  Cumberland  to  Uniontown,  thence 
to  Brownsville^  thence  through  Washington  and 
Alexandria  to  Wheeling,  Colonel  Eli  Williams 
has  been  emploved  to  survey  and  locate  the  road 
from  Brownsvifie  to  Wheeling,  as  well  as  to  ex'> 
amine  the  deviations  which  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Shriver,  from  the  route  originally  proposed 
by  the  Commissionera.  9eveial  plana  have  also 
been  aoggyesled  for  dividing  the  road  into  section^ 
and  for  espeditiog  the  work.  But  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  require  immediate  care  and 
attention,  and  may  be  traced  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  this  Department  and  Colonel  Wil- 
Ijams  and  Mr.  Shriver. 

3.  The  CitBtom-hmue  eeiabliehment*-^The  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  1816,  has 
appropriated  $350,000  for  custom-hotise  estab- 
lishments upon  a  suggestion  from  this  Depart* 
meat  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
a  view  to  the  accommodation  of  the  five  principal 
commercial  cities,  to  wit :  Boston,  New  Tork, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Cliarleslon.  The 
oalf  establishment  previously  owned  by  the  Gov- 
ernment was  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans. 
From  the  correspondence  with  the  respective 
collectors,  and  reports  which  have  been  made  to 
the  President,  it  will  appear  that  the  purchase  of 


a  castom-house  at  Boston  has  cost 

That  a  purchase  has  been  authorized  at 
New  Tork,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 

That  a  purchase  has  been  authorizctd 
at  Philadelphia,  at  a.  price  for  the 
site,  and  the  buildings  to  be  erected, 
which  will  probably  amount  to 

That  a  negouation  has  taken  place 
with  the  trustees  for  building  an  Ex- 
change at  Baltimore,  who  offer  to 
erect  and  convey  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  a  suitable  establishment,  being 
part  of  the  Exchange^  for 

And  that  a  site  and  buildings  may  be 
purchased  at  Charleston  for  the  sum 
of 


$29,000 
55,000 


65)000 


70,000 


50,000 


9269.000 


Upon  this  statement  it  is  proposed  to  suspend 
the  purchase  at  Baltimore  until  an  additional  ap- 
propriation can  be  obtained ;  but  to  complete  the 
purchase  of  the  establishments  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Charleston,  upon  an  enlarged 
scale,  and  more  adequate  to  the  growing  com- 
merce of  those  cities. 

4.  7^  LegialaHve  caXU  for  information.-^ 
Several  resolutions  were  passed,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  requiring  information  at  the 
next  session  upon  various  sumects ;  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  ananle  the  Department 
to  report.  The  resolutions  and  correspondenpa 
on  file  will  fornishyou  the  particulars. 

5.  17^  cose  q^  Moyt  te.  CteUton  et  a/.— In  con- 
sequence of  instructions  issued  from  the  Treasury 
DenartmeDt,  by  authority  of  the  President,  the 
collector  and  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  Tork 
seized  the  ship  called  the  ''American  Eagle,"  un- 
der the  charge  of  being  illegally  armed  and  equip- 
ped within  the  United  States,  for  the  pui|R>se 
of  waging  hostilities  against  m  friendly  Ibre^ 
Power.  Upon  a  trial  in  the  district  court  of  New 
York  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be  restored,  and 
the  judge  refused  to  grant  a  certificate  that  these 
was  a  probable  cause  of  seizure.  The  owner 
brought  a;n  action  of  trespass  against  the  seizing 
ofiioers  in  the  State  courts,  and  recovered  dama** 

Ses  to  the  amount  of  1 107,369  43.  The  cause 
as  been  transferred  by  order  of  the  President 
from  the  court  of  errors  in  New  York  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  tfare  United  Sutes,  where  it  is 
now  depending  for  a  final  judgment,  and,  proba- 
bly,  the  judgment  will  be  rendered  at  February 
term  next.  As  the  collectcMr  and  surveyor  acted 
in  obedience  to  their  orders,  they  appear  to  be  en- 
titled to  an  indemnity  from  the  Gbvernment ;  the 
subject  was,  therefore,  submitted  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  session,  and  a 
report  was  made  by  the  committee  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  indemnity.  It  it  important  that  the 
report  should  be  taken  up  and  decided  early  in 
the  next  session.  All  the  facts  and  proceeding 
in  the  case  may  be  traced  in  the  report  of  thti 
Department  to  the  Senate,  during  the  session  end- 
ing in  1816,  and  in  the  report  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  during  the  session. 

6.  The  direct  tax  qf  Chorgia.^The  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia  assumed  the  quota  of  the  direct 
tax  imposed  upon  that  State  for  1816;  but  th^ 
€k)vernor  did  not  give  notice  of  the  assumptioui 
within  the  period  prescribed  by  law,  although  the 
amount  of  the  tax  was  remitted  to  the  Treasurer 
in  certain  drafts,  before  the  day  fixed  for  paying  iL 
in  order  to  entitle  the  State  to  the  abatement  oi 
fifteen  per  cent.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
gross  amount  of  the  quota  iias  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  subject  to  the  relief  which  Cong 
mav  hereafter  provide. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Tbsasuet  Dip't,  Sept.  20  ^816. 
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The  Seeretuy  of  the  Treasocy  has  the  honor  to  edd,  that  certaio  oeconrenees,  happeniog  sae 
the  (or9foinff  rejiort  was  presented,  merit  obserTatioii. 

1.  The  sitoatioQ  of  the  pablic  credit  and  resources  at  Boston  has  enabled  the  Treason  a 
discharge  the  loan  of  ifSOOflOOj  long  doe  to  the  State  bank,  in  the  following  manner: 
By  a  draft  for  cash,  amoantiog  lo-  -  -  -  ••  -  -   $iXM 

By  t  draft  for  Treasury  notes  of  the  new  emission,  bearing  interest  at  their  par  Talae    -     370^ 

yarn 

3.  The  situation  of  the  Treasury  baa  authoriied  an  additional  notice  for  the  payment  of  Tb- 
snry  notes,  payable  in  New  York. 

3.  The  existing  prospect  justifies  an  expectation  that  the  Treasury  will  be  able  to  pay  aEa 
engagements  in  the  Eastern  states  with  the  local  correney,  before  the  expiratioa  of  the  preecat  na 

A.  J.  DALLA& 

TaBASUBT  PlP^T,  S^.  30, 1816. 


«TAT8  OF  THS  FINAKCas. 

[Conuaunioated  to  the  Honse  of  Represett(ativis»  December  90,  lOlfLJ 

In  obedienee  to  the  4iraetioDs  of  the  aet  aoppleflaentary  to  the  aot,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  em&Aiik 
the  Tseasury  Depanaae^t,"  iKe  Seeaetary  of  the  Tceaaary  respoctfnUy  subauis  the  IbUoviaf  ttpiT 
and  estimates : 

mnvtaun. 

Tlie  net  rerenoe  arising  from  duties  on  merchandiee  and  tonnage,  »tenal  dutiea,  diieel  tax^psttt 
lands,  postage,  and  incidental  receipts  which  accrued  during  the  year  eighteen  hmhtitd 
fourteen,  (1914,)  amounted  to      ------  •     $11,800,606  IS 

And  that  which  accrued  from  the  same  souieee  during  the  year  1815,  amounted  fo     49,89^19  9 


Cualoms,  as  appears  by  staleiaent A  30,6431508  77 

Internal  dutiea B    5b063;825  88 

Direct  tax -  -C    5,723,158  25 

Public  lands i;287,050  28 

Peetage  and  incidental  reeeipu  -  ...  875^888  84 

49,898^19  02 

The  rcTenue  which  has  accrued  from  the  same  sources  dating  the  first  three  quarters  of  ihs  f« 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixleea,  (1816^)  and  that  whioh  will  aecrue  deiiag  the  remaioiM  qaartei 
18  eaUmated  to  amount  lo-^-------    $38^^4000  tt 

Tiz: 

Castoms $30,000,000  00 

Internal  duties 4150,000  00 

Direct  tax  (net  proceeds)      ......     2,700fl00  00 

Public  lands  (exclnsire  of  the  receipts  in  the  Mississippi  Territory)     1,500,000  00 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts        -  -  -  -  -       300,000  00 

38,650,000  00 

The  receipts  in  the  Treasury  from  (he  same  sources  duung  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nxte« 
(1816,)  are  estimated  at -  -  .    f46,9OO,O00  «l 

tie: 

Customs 996,000^000  00 

Direettax      -  - 4,200,000  00 

Internal  duties  ^ 4,900^000  00 

Public  lands  -  -     ' 1,500,000  00 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts         .....       300,000  00 

46,900^000  OQ 


iiei 


i.T  t : 


U02 


iSMc  itfOu  Fkiamattu 


Lmw  QodOT  tiM aet  of  IMi  NoTtmbcr,  1814 •  '•  •fMS.Ml  39 

LM1I9  uAir  tiM  Ml  of  3d  Iftteh,  1615  ....    818,675  58 

Do.  tempottry  Iouib  ••••..•    IfiOjOOO  00 


Amaaiit  tanMliy  borrowed  to  80lh  BeptMiJber,  1810  • 


■*i^ 


-  .  7ia,566  91 


Tiretavry  notn :  ammmt  imsmd  nriof  to  Che  Itc  of  Oetobt r,  1816^  «a* 

der  the  met  of  2ith  Febraary,  1815. 
Notes  bearing  ioterest  per  statemeot  L       4^4^800  00 
Small  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest, 

amoQal  issoed  and  reissued        •  5,773,108  00 

10,047,068  00 

■      10^760,554  01 
Making  the  total  amooat  estimated  to  be  actoally  reeeiTed  in  the  Trsasory  daring 

the  rear  1816         -  -  -  •- 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the  eommencement  of  the  i^ear  (iaeludiiig  an  item  of 

96,361,135  43  in  Treasury  notes,)  which  had  been  paid  for  duties  and  taxes     - 


Making  the  amount  estimated  to  be  actually  receired  into  the  TVeisury  during 
the  year,  including  the  sum  in  the  Treuury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last     - 

The  appHMtion  of  the  moneys  actually  receired  into  the  Treasury  during  the 

year  TBlfL  will  be  as  follows:  Tp  the  30th  of  September  the  payments  hare 

amounted  to  the  following  sumis  nearly,  (the  accounts  being  not  yet  made  up, 

the  precise  number  cannot  be  giren.) 

For  clril,  diplomatic,  and  misceUaneous  expenses  •  «-      3,399^404  99 

Mmurj  serrice,  (itoduding  an  arrearage  of  $11^13,960  00)       -     14,079,009  S7 

Naral  serrice  ---.--.      3,707,009  87 

Public  debt,  riz : 

Interest  and  reimbursement*  -  -       $8,009,996  34 

Reimbursement  and  Interest  of  Treasury  notes    -         5,606,650  34 

13,616,586  58 

During  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  yjBar  the  payments  are  estimated  fo  amount  to 

the  following  sums,  riz : 
B'or  ciril,  diplomatic,  and  miseithniemii  expenses     ...      750,000  00 

^liury  serrice  •  - 8,450,000  00 

Varal  serrtee 1,300,000  00 

t^ublie  debt,  riz :  interest  and  reimbursement  to  the  1st 

of  January,  1816Liiiclnsire .  .  -  •     3,100,000  00 

^eioibursement  of  Tteaeury  uotes    ...   13,000,000  00 

15,100,000  00 


57,660,554  91 
13,106,598  83 

70,667,147  79 


99^761^16  M 


19,500,000  00 
53,363,416  8i 

70^67,147  79 

•    18,504,730  98 

la 

Of  which  sum  it  Is  estimated  that  IMO,000,000  will  be  in  c«sh»  and  the  ffenMadec  in  Tfeaaary  * 
OSes,  priawipally  issiwd  wder  tha  act  of  the  t4tk  of  Fahnaiy^  iai3,  whiah  cannot  be  leiaibBraeA 
ititoiit  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

ISoawithstmidiBg  the  fvrorahla  situatioii.  of  tin  ZMasuftyr  ^«  diaordesed  stale  of  the  cuitenay  atfU 
10  embaffass  the  iseal  opemtioiis  of  the  QweranMnt.    The  expeotatien  which  had  bees 


The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  hare  been  estimated  at  57,660,564  91 
Lnd  the  balance  aa  the  comimeaeeaBSBft        ....     1^06^  33 


MiYiaVia  tho  Treasury  on  the  let  of  JInaary,  18i7,  the 


inmed^  that  tho  demands  upon  the  Teaasniy,  in  the  Eaatens  saeUon  of  the  Umotkf.  might  be  ^d  iii. 
la  local  eurNner  by  the  end  of  the  year,  aas  not  hma  reaHfled.  To-discharge  the  elauns m  th«l( 
BSTter,  arising  mm  the  intenst  ana  lenahunemant  of  the  paUie  debt,  which  will  he  payable  o& 


le  lat  of  January  next,  small  Treasury  notes  must  he  issued,  or  a  temporary  loan  must  be  obtained 
om  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  amount  of  those  demands.  The  latter  alternatire  has 
MO  «tfihsaced|  aad  a  pnoposiiien  foi  that  pvpoae  has  boBB  made  to  the  beak,  and  has  been  faroia- 
ty  ■>6C€iTed  by  it. 

vlfliien  those  claims  are  satisfied  then  wiU  be  no  farther  eminaassment  until  the  next  quatleilj 
&y  oaent  of  ioleieet  To  pfftrent  the  naeeesity  of  lesorting  agaia  to  loans  for  that  ohintt  the  f eksaa 
f  Treaaury  notee  of  all  aeseriytipaa  shoald  ha  dBcoat&MeiL   When  thfai  caaneiB  adopted^  aai 
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penerered  in,  the  reTenoe  in  tbmt  qcuirter  will  be  eolleeted  in  eoRMt  mooey,  aftd  will  be  more  thu 
tuffieieot  to  satisfy  all  the  elaiins  of  the  pablie  ereditort.  The  meie  jeertMDty  to  eflEset  that  oUki, 
it  is  respeetfollf  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made^  during  (he  present  scasion  of  C«a^ 
gress,  for  the  reimbnrsemeat  of  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  Che  net  of  the  2fe^ 
of  February,  1815.  The  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  preceding  laws  have  either  been  reia- 
hursed  or  proTision  made  for  that  object  during  the  last  4i«arler  of  eke  year.  TJui  acta  mder  whick 
they  issued  huTing,  by  appropriations^  proTtded'  for  their  reinVuref meat,  no  further  appvopnatioas 
are  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  funded  debt  contracted  before  the  late  wari  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Itt  of  Janvary,  ISIt 
amounted,  as  per  statement  B,  to-  -  -  -  -  -  -'  $38,340,906  7: 

By  the  same  statemeqt,  it  appeaxa  that  tlie  funded  debt  contracted  on  account  of 
the  late  war,  amounted,  on  that  day,  to      ......     65;di4y4d49 

Makioff  the  whole  funded  debt,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1816^  aoaouAt  to  <•  .  10^358,341  OS 
To  which  must  be  added  temporary  loani^  tie: 

...Due  theState  bank,  Boston           -           -          -          -           -  500,000  00 

Cumberland  bank,  Maine       .....  50,000  00 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia     *           -           .          ..  175,000  00 

State  of  New  York 350,000  00 

VI72^0OO  00 

Making  an  aggregate  amount,  on  that  day,  of  -  .  •  •  105^250^1 06 

To  this  amount  there  has  been  added,  between  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1816^  and 
the  30th  of  September,  the  following  sums,  riz: 

6  per  cent,  etock  of  1814 $229^1  31 

6  per  cent,  stock  of  1815   .      •  -  -  -  -     335,448  90 

6  per  cent.  Treasury  note  stock  ....      58,245  78 

7  per  cent.  Treasury  note  stock      .     •  -  •  -  4,570^621  00 

.    .  5;357,116  99 

From  which  deduct  fempnrary.loans  paid  off  -  •   $1,025,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  old  six  per  cent,  stock  and  defened 

stock 846,639  76 

1^1,639  76 

3,385,477  23 

Making  the  whole  public  debt,  on  the  30th  of  September!  1816,  as  9;fifmn'hf  state- 
ment C,  amount  to----.*-.-    10&745JB16  29 

Viz :— Old  funded  debt 37,494;367  01  ^^ 

New  funded  debt 71,201,551  28 

Temporary  loan 50,000  00 

106,745,818  29 

Add  the  amount  of  scTen  per  cent,  stock,  which  it  is  estimaaad  wiU  he  creeled 
duriag  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  by  funding  small  Treasury  notes       -  -         520,405  00 

Mikes  the  estimated  amount  of  the  pnhlie  debt,  on  the  Int.  of  January,  1817         -  100^66^X23  29 
The  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  QoTernment, 

'  will  create  fire  per  cent,  stock  to  the  amount  of    •          -          *          -  7,000^000  00 

And  the  oompfomise  with  the  Yazoo  ekimaals  has  enatad  etoek  to  the  aaMUnt  e/  4^098^15  2» 

But  ae  the  first  is  oaljr  an  eiuhange  for  the  same  amount  of  hank  capitaL  which  will,  ptohahly, 
ptoduce  an  excess  of  dividends  beyond  the  interast  payable  cm  the  stoek,  equal  to  the  reimboraemcat  i 
of  the  principal,  before  the  ezpitatlon  of  the  charter,  and  the  eaaoad  bears  oo  interest,  and  wilt^ 
probably,  be  reimbuKMd  by  the  eales  of  the  public  lands  ia  the  Mississippi  Territory,  duriag  ik  , 
three  succeeding  years|  no  Author  ptoyisioii  lor  their  ultiautte  ledemptioii  appeaia  to  be  nrnfusrf 

i  auouKO  ruiio. 

According  to  the  emstiaglaw^  the  Sinking  Fund  eonaists  of  a  permanent  appropriation,  ^006.000 
per  annum,  which  is  Tested  ia  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  oy  them  apfM  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  the  rcdemptiDn  of  the  principal.  Of  this 
gfm  thsro  will  be  required,  during  the  year  1817,  for  the  payment. ofmtefest,  t6|064,415  03 :  kaYing 
the  suss  of  •1,915;584  07  to  be  applied  to  the  redemptkm  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.    Tbii  sud. 
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opentinff  apoD  tli«  pvaneiplrof  compoiuid  interest  will  not  redeem  the  whole  amount  of  the  fooded 
debt  betoie  the  yeai  1842.  An  ettentire  examination  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  pablic  debts  in 
other  eoontries  caanot  fail  to  impress  the  American  Republic  with  the  necessity  otniaking  suitable 
exeriionsi  in  perioda  of  peace,  to  release  the  nation^  revenue  from  so  heavy  an  encumbrance. 
Althoogh,  from  our  happy  form  of  Gk>Ternment,  and  from  our  fortunate  geographical  position,  we 
may  reasonably  calculate  upon  being  less  frequently  subjected  to  the  calamities  of  war  than  has 
hitherto  fallen  to  the  lot  of  other  qiTUtzed  nations,  yet  reason  and  experience  forbid  the  expectation 
that  we  shall  oe  exempted  from  its  evils  until  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  ewscted  by 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Sinking  Fond. 

By  referring  to  the  laws  authorizing  the  several  loans,  which,  during  the  late  war,  have  swelled 
the  public  debt  to  its  present  amount.  Congress  has  uniformly  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  funds  for  the  payment  ox  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt  so  created.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  that  pledge  ought  to  be  redeemed.  It  is,  there* 
fore,  respectfully  proposed,  that  there  be  annually  appropriated  the  sum  of  $2,000,000^  in  addition 
to  the  sum  of  $8,000,000,  now  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt ;  and  that  that  sum  be  vested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  applipd 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  existing  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  also  proposed  that  when  the  six  pec  ceuu 
stock  can  be  purchased  at  par,  or  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  can  be  purchased  at  six  per  cent,  premium^ 
or  when  a  greater  amount  can  be  redeemed,  according  to  the  conditions  attached  to  the  difiibreni 
loans,  of  which  the  funded  debt  is  composed,  than  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  applii^ahle  te- 
tbe  redemption  of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt  within  any  one  year,  there  be  paid  to  the  Com^ 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  further  sum  of  $1,000,000  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  if  such  payment  can  be  made ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
end^  of  the  year,  of  1^000,000;  which  additional  sum  shall  be  applied  to  the  redemption  or  purchase 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt. 

A^  the  funded  stock  which  may  be  subscribed  by  individuals  to  the  Bank,  of  the  United  States  is 
redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and  as  the  Louisiana  stock  is  to  be  reimbursed  in  four 
annittl  instalments,  commencing  in  the  year  1818|  the  effect  of  the  provision  will  be  an  animat 
addition  of  $1,000,000  for  the  succeeding  six  years,  if  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  its 
execution. 

B;  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  thus  enlarged,  the  whole  funded  debt  willbe  extinguished 
within  the  term  of  fourteen  years.  In  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  revenue,  arising  from  the 
excessive  importations  of  foreign  merchandise  during  the  previous  and  present  year ;  from  the 
change  in  the  rate  of  duties  imposed  upon  merchandise ;  and  from  changes  made  in  the  various 
branches  of  internal  revenue,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  vest  the  whole  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
present  year  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the 
revenue  which  will  accrue  duriof^  the  year  1817,  will  fall  considerably  mIow  the  permanent  annual 
expenditure,  inclusive  of  the  addition  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  That  deficiency, 
as  well  as  any  other  which  may  occur  in  the  two  succeeding  veaM,  wilt  be  covered  by  the  balances 
which  it  is  estimated  will  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1817  and  1818. 

OftJie  estimate  of  the  Public  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the  year  1816. 

Tbe  probable  authorized  deniands  upon  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1817,  are 
eaumated  to  amount  to         -------  -  $21,751,797  57 

Viz :— Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expensea  «  •  -  $1,765,513  03 

MUiiary  service,  (ineludine  an  arrearage  of  $1,540,000,)       •  •    7,909,j925  79 

Naval  service,  (including  $1,800,000  for.  the  permanent  increase  of 

the  Navy,)     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -     3,986,658  76 

PaUic  debt       •  -  -  -  -  .  .  .     8,000,000  00 

21,751,797  57 

9     « 

Deduct  war  arrearage  ' -  -  -       1,540,000  00 

20,211,797  57 
Add  for  annual  incidental  expenses,  Hot  embraced  in  the  estimate  .  -  -         288J202  43 

Making  the  permanent  annual  expenditure    -  -  .-  •        ,  -  •     20,500,000  00 

To  which  add  the  sum  proposed  to  the  Sinking  Fand  -  -  •  -       3,000,000  00 

Making,  in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  amount  for  the  permanent  annual  expenditurci 

until  the  public  debt  is  redeemed,  of  -      .     -  -  -  -  -  $23,500,000  00 

^     ■  ■     .         I     s 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  year  1815,  estimated  the  revenue  which 
would  accrue  during  the  year  1816^  under  the  modification  proposed  by  that  report  to  the  ex* 
isting  laws  for  raising  revenue,  at    ^  -  ^  ....         .  ,  $2^0,000  OQ 


•■■■■- 

Vi2^-Cl»toms •^M'SSS 

Inteniftl  duties 4,500,005  €0 

Direct  ux,  (net  proceeds,) ?I22'SS  S 

PabUcUnd*      -  - *'®^'S2J  ^ 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts 400,4)00  00 

2&.600,OOQ  00 

^at  the  reTenue  which  has  actually  acrrued  daring  the  year  is  estinuited,  as  alm- 

dy  stated,  at -     38,650,001 « 

Iffakittg  an  aggregate  excess,  beyond  the  estioiate  of  the  last  year,  of  -  -  9^ZfillBM0  60 

Which  excess  has  arisen,  principally,  in  the  castanu; 
By  the  same  report,  the  money  receintbie  into  the  Treasury  dnrinr  the  year  1816)  ^■'^^  prind- 

pally,  from  rcTenne  which  aecmed  daring  the  year  1815,  was  estimated  at  -  983^405,000  69 

Vi«:--<Jastom8 #81,000,000  00 

Internal  dntfes 5,000,000  05 

Direct  tax 6,080,000  00 

PnMio  Unds 1,000,000  00 

Postage,  and  incidental  receipts 400^)00  00 

33,«I0,000  00 

Bat  the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  daring  the  year,  from  those  aonecea  oi  vavcaiM,  ate 
estimated  at  ..--...*.-     4%008;OOD  00 

Leavii^  an  exeem  of  receipta  beyond  the  estimate,  of  -  -  -  -  #18^,500^  60 

£he  actual  excess  in  the  customs,  beyond  the  estimate  of  1815,  being  -  1^5,000,000  0D 

I  the  ioteroal  duties,  direct  ux,  and  postage,  tbeire  »  •  d«Gcit  of     -  -  •      2/100,008  69 

13,000,000  00 
And  an  excess  in  public  lands  of-*-----         500,000  09 

Making,  as  before  stated,  the  whole  excess     .-.-.•  913J508/IOO  00 

The  oompaimtiTe  statements  Just  pfesented  prove  the  extreiM  difiicuit|r  them  mwu^  in  181^  ef 
making  any  estionate  upon  which  reliance  eouU  be  placed.  The  execssLre  impjortntioBa  of  foivga 
merchandise^  during  the  past  and  present  year.  haTe,  nut  in  a  slight  dmee,  diminished  iJMt  diiEeolcf. 
The  rcTcnue  Which  accrued  from  imports  and  tonnage  aorlng  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  fest 
ISlOfhave  averi^  $8,000,000  a  quarter;  while  that  which  wiM  fwre  accrued  &anmg  the  te 
quarter  is  estimated  at  not  more  than  one-third  of  that  sum.  As  the  redundancy  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise in  the  country,  which  has  produced  this  extfaordinary  reduction  of  duties  in  lie/barth 
quarter  of  the  year,  will  continue  to  inftuence  the  impoitationa  of  the  year  1817.  the  rerenue  aeeraing 
from  that  source,  during  the  year,  probably  cannot  be  safdy"  estimated  above  $lt,00%068. 

We  must  look,  Ifaereioiv,  to  the  revenue  accruing  in  the  year  1818  as  the  average  revenue  artaing 
from  duties  and  taxes  of  a  permanent  character,  by  which  .the  permaneat  expeadiaire  of  th«  Qev- 
emment  should  be  legulated.  From  the  facts  in  the^  possession  of  the  Department,  the  revenue 
which  will  accrue  during  the  year  is  estimated  as  follows,  vix : 

Customs  -  - #18,000,000  00 

tnternal  duties 8,500,000  00 

KOic  lands 1,500,000  00 
(age  and  incidedtal  reeeipu            •          .          •          -          .      850,000  00 

Hbliog  an  aggrente  amount  of         --•---•  4|88;^,000  00 
JA  the  year  1819,  the  first  instalment  of  the  bonus,  payable  to  the  &uikof  the 

United  States,  becomes  due  -  -  '        -  .  .  .  .  500,000  60 

Daring  the  same  year  it  is  believed  that  the  «laim  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia  will  be 
paid,  and  the  Blisaissippi  stock  will  foe  absorbed  by  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  will  give  an  additional  revenue  from  the  public 
lands  for  the  year  1820,  and  for  subsequent  years,  of  •  «*  -  -       1,500^000  00 

BMcing  the  revenue  for  the  year  1880  aaaount  to       -  -  fM;85e,l6D  00 

Which  ms^y  he  estimated  as  the  permanent  annual  revenue  after  that  period. 


Bot  the  leeeipts  into  the  Treuary,  daring  the  jem  1817,  are  ettimeted  m  follows,  riz: 

Customs 924,000,000  00 

Internal  dnties 9^900,000  00 

Direct  tax,  (ontstanding  and  receivable  that  year,)     -  •  -    2,000,000  00 

PoUie  lands 1,500,00000 

Postage  and  incidental  receipts  .....       250,000  00 

— — --^ 30,050,000  00 

To  which  add  the  balance  in  the  Trcasory  en  the  1st  day  of  that  year       -  -     I0,Q0O/)0O  00 

Total  ways  and  means  for  1817  •  - 40,650,000  00 

The  ezpenditare  for  that  year,  as  before  slated,  iacladlog  the  pio|>aBed  addition  to  the 
Sinking  Fand,  it  eslimaied  to  ameeni  le    -  «  -  -  -  -    25,000,000  00 

LeaTing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Itt  day  of  January,  1^8.  ef       -  •   $15,650,000  00 


I     il...Hfc 


Way9  and  Meant  Jhr  1818. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  as  before  stalfd        ...  915,650,000  00 

Costoms  ..  ..  .  .  •  .  12,000,000  00 

Intemnl  duties  .......    2^500,000  00 

Public  Unds      -  -  -  ...  .  -  .     1,500,000  00 

Poeiagn,aadifieMBntal<eeetsu 250,000  00 

■  931,900^000  01 

The  permanent  eipenditure,  incMiog  the  proposed  addition  to  the  SinUng  Fend, 

has  been  estimated  at  -  ^  .  .  •  .  .  .     23.500^000  00 


■*«i 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  lal  ef  JoMiaryi  1819,  estimated  at    -  i-  -    08^400,000  00 

fFoyt  and  Meam  for  1819. 

Balanee  it  the  Tfeasury  as  above  stated        ....  98,400,000  00 
Customs  ........  18,000,000  00 

Inmtnel  dotfes  .-•.« 2,500,000  00 

Public  lands      •  •  ^ 1«500,000  00 

Bonus  from  the  United  States  Bank,  peynble  this  year  ^       6O0fi90  00 

Postage,  and  incidental  receipu  •         ....  ..  .       25Og0OO  00 

■       I        931,150^  00 
Permanent  expenditure  as  before  stated         -  •  .«      .    .,         •  .     23,500,000  00 


•» 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January^  1820»  a  fafela«ee  of    -  .        •      7,650,060  00 
After  which  period,  the  permanent  reveuMu  ea  hsfMe  stated|  ia.esidmated  te  exceed 
the  permanent  expenditufey  taken  as  the  basie  ef  this  report,  by  the  annual 

eont  of*         -         •  -  •-         •  -  -  -        750,000  00 


IleUng  aaecotaeiof  revenue  beyond  the  estimated  expeaifitaie  dunag  the  next 
^uyeai%of 98.400,000  00 

Applicable  to  such  objects  of  internal  improvement  or  natioaal  defence  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
may  direct. 

All  which  b  respectfully  submitted.  

WM,  H.  CRAWFORD,  fiboVy  qf  Ube  TVMSurp. 
TnaAannT  Dipabtiuiit,  Dec  16, 1816. 

A. 

SUUemeni es^^iibUkig  the amomt ^ diatke  lekUkaoerued  en  merohandiee^ tonnage* poMtporte, and 
dearaneee  ef  ddbmUmm  immed  en  the  exportation  of  foreign  merchandUe,  ma  of  expeneee  ef 
eoUecHon^  auHng  the  year  1815. 

Merchandise ^ 938,068,890  30 

Tonnage,  d^.-^          -          -          -          -•           -          •           •  .  618,841  00 

Pasaporu -  -  15,988  00 

Debentures  issued         -          ..          .          ..                     «  .  1,600,671  91 

Gkoss  revenue   -»          -          ...          .          .           .          .          .  .  37,062,482  26 

Expenses  on  collection            -          -          -          ...          .  .  406^08  40 

Net  revenue      -          -          •■•          --.          -          --  .  36,643,596  77 
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Statement  qf  the  funded  detft  of  ike  IMied  Statee,  and  of  temporary  leane^  on  Ike  Ut  qfJmm^  1816. 

Ponded  debt,  ezeinsire  of  the  sum  pasted  to  tke  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fand : 
Six  per  cent,  stock  ....    $17,350,87141 

Three  per  cent,  steek      ....      16,158,180  79 
Deferred  stock     -  •  .  .  .        9,95^380  34 

Loaisinna  stock   .  -  -  .  ^      10,923,500  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796        ...  80,000  00 

Bxcbanffed  six  per  cenu  stock  of  1812  -  -       8,984.746  78 

'  "  56,766,619  26 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812, 11  million  loan  -  $7,810,500  00 
Six  per  cent  stock  of  1813, 16  millioo  loan  •  18,109»377  43 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813, 74  million  loan  -  8,496,581  95 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  25  million  loan  -  15,661,818  54 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815, 18,452,800  loan  -  11,952,700  74 
Six  per  cent  stock  of  Treasury  notes,  bearing 

interest,  funded  at  par  -  -  -  2^481  63 

Seyen  per  cent  stock  of  small  Treasury  notes 

funded -         3,908,974  00 

65,954,434  29 

tU8,70iljQ68  56 

Temporary  loana— 
Due  to  the  State  Bank;  Boston  -  $500,000  00 

Due  to  the  Cumberland  Bank.  Maine    -  -  50,000  00 

Due  to  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia   -  175,000  00 

Doe  to  the  State  of  New  York  -         *  -  350,000  00 

1,075,000  00(a) 

tl23,775>053  55 

Nominal  amount  of  the  funded  debt  «nd  temporary  loans,  1st  January,  1816     $i23,775/>53  55 

Deduct  reimbursement  of  the  old  six  per  cent  and  deferred  stocks  to  the 
31st  December,  1815,  per  Treasury  settlemeiito  -  iMk341,900  68  <^) 

From  this  sum  deduct  reimbursement  paid,  or  stock  sub- 
sequently transferred  to  the  sinking  tiind     $28,748  02 

And  the  difference  between  the  nominal 
amount  of  six  per  cent  and  deferred 
stock  exchanged,  and  the  amooot  of  ex- 
changed stock  issued  in  lien  thereof       -  5,898,530  17 

■      >  I  6,927,276  19 

F-  $18,414^712  49 

Unredeemed  amount  1st  January,  1816  .....  #106,360,311  06(c) 

Nominal  amount,  as  above  stated,  brought  down         ....  $12^7751,063  56 

aiHKINO  Funo. 

The  folbwittg  sums  are  in  the  Tfoaauty  baok%  pttsed  to  the  credit  of  this  fund : 

fhreign  IMt. 

bfti  cent  stock $8,200,000  00 

4f  per  cent,  stock        .....       820,000  00 

4  per  cent  stock         ......    3,180,000  00 

$11^100,000  00 

Domeetic  Debt. 

6  per  cent  stock  -  -  -        .*  -$1,946,026  92 

3  per  cent,  stock  .....       698,565  41 

Deferred  stock 1,005,179  83 

8  per  cent  stock 6^482,500  00 

fixehanged  6  per  cent  stock  ....    6,294,051  12 
Converted  6  per  cent  stock     •  -  •  .     ]  859,850  70 
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44  per  eenL  stock $176,000  00 

'I  per  eeDt.  stock 1,848,900  00 

J%yj  6  per  cent,  stods  ...  -       711,700  00 

LooisUnft  Slock 326,500  00 

6  per  cent,  stock  of  1812         -  -  -  -       324,200  00 

1^,673,463  98 

^•33,873,468  98 

{d)  1^147,643,517  53 

(a)  Amount  of  temporary  loans  unpaid  Ist  January,  1815  -          -          -  •          .  $600,000 
ReeeiTed  into  the  Treasury  in  1815— 

Prom  tlie  City  Bank,  New  York $200,000 

Mechanics^  Bank,  New  York 200,000 

Manhattan  Bank         do 200,000 

Mechanics' Bank        do             -..---  75,000 

Bank  of  America        do 75,000 

Manhattan  Bank        do 75,000 

City  Bank                   do             .--.--  75,000 

Mechanics' Bank        do 200,000 

State  of  New  York -  350,000 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia          -           -           -           -           -  175,000 

Bank  of  Virginia 450,000 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Virffinia          •           -     .      •           -          .          .  SOO^OOO 

$2,275,000 

$2,875,000 
Paid  off  in  1815  per  puUie  printed  accounts     -  -  .  .  •        .  .      1,BOO,000 

Amount  as  aboTe  Stated  -.----..    $1,075,000 

Ih)  This  is  the^gregate  of  the  several  annual  settlements  predicated  on  the  quarter*yearly  dir- 

idendt  payfthle  from  1st  January,  1796,  inclusive,  and,  after  making  the  deductions  herein  suted, 

wilUoo  the  full  payment  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  ana  deferred  slocks,  accord  witk  their  present 

Bominal  amount. 

le)  Unredeemed  amount  1st  January,  1815  -^        -  •  .       ,   $89^110,387  20 

AddiUons  in  1815—3  per  cent,  stock $3  36 

6  per  cent,  stock,  1812        ....        50,000  00 
6  per  cent,  stoek,  1814        -  -  •    l,426v967  29 

6  per  cent,  stock,  1815         ....  11,952,700  74 

6  per  cent.  Treasury  notaa  funded  •  -  2,481  63 

7  per  cenu  smaU     do  do      -  -  -    3,908,974  00 

$17,341,127  02 
Temporary  loans     -  -  -  2,275,000  00 

$19,616,127  02 
Deduct  reimbursemenu  of  old  6  par  cent*  and  deferred  stocks  in  the 
year  1815     -  -  -  -  -  -    $1,566,123  16 

And  temporary  loans  paid  off  -        .  -  -      1,800,000  00     ^^^^  ^^ 

pJ! $16,250,003  66 

As  above    .  .  .  -         * $105,360,34106 

Tl 1 

id)  Nominal  amount,  indndiag  Sinking  Fund,  1st  January,  1815  -  -  $139,832,390  51 

Additions  in  1815,  including  temporary  loans  ....  17,816,127  08 

As  above     -  -  -  -  •  -  -  -  -  $157,648,517  53 

«  • 

TBEA&VkY  Dbpartmbht,  RcoiaTBR'a  Omoi,  December  10, 1816. 

JOSEPH  NOORSB,  RegUter. 


II76 


in» 


U1I 


tfUm 


C. 


BzelosiTe  of  smnt 
6  pw  «9iit  iloek 
^  f&t  «eiit.  stock 
Dffff  Md  Mode 
liomsniiia  stock 
6  per  cent,  stock  of  1706 
BzehMiged  6  per  cent,  of  1812 


puhdid  debt. 
of  the  Sinking  Fand 


per  cent,  stock  of  1812, 11  million  loan 
Ditto  do    of  1813, 16  do 

Ditto  do    of  1813,   7i         do 

Ditto  do    ofl8U,25|         do 

Ditto  do    of  1815, 18,452,800  loan 

per  cent,  stock,  Treasarv  notes  per  25th  FebrnaiT,  ldl5,  fanded 
Seten  per  cent,  stock,  small  Treasury  notes,  fandea 


917,250,871  41 

16,158,180  79 

9,358,320  34 

10,023,500  00 

80,000  00 

2,084,746  72 


97310,500  00 

18,109,387  43 

8,406,581  95 

15,954619  85 

12,288;i49  64 

60J27  41 

8,379,505  00 


$5e,75(^I9S6 


71^1^1 » 


Dae  Cnmhecfauid  Baok^  Bfaine 


Ihnporary  Loam. 
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Nominal  amount  of  fanded  debt  and  temporary  loans,  1st  October,  1816  .  $128,007,170  H 

Dedool  reimbarsement  of  the  old  six  per  cent  aad  deferred  stocks  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1815,  per  Treasury  settlements  $2i|d4l400  68 

la  the  1st  October,  1816,  estimated  at  .  .  .  846^  76 


Deduct,  as  per  last  annual  statement  . 

UacodeeoMd  aaMuai  oa  the  1st  Oetohti^  1816 
JSIomiaal  amount,  as  aboro  stated,  brought  down 


925,188.630  44 
5,027,278  19 


AN,*!!!) 


The 


per  cent,  stock 
Four  and  m  half  per  cent  stock 
Four  per  cenL  stock 


eiMKIHO  PUNO. 

are^  in  the  Treasury  books,  passed  to  tto  etedlt  of  this  food 

.  98,200,000  00 

820,000  00 

.    3,180,000  00 


912;mm),ooo  00 


^^  per  cent,  stock 
Three  perwsent  stock   • 
Deferred  stock  • 
Bight  per  cent  scook   . 
Bxehangedelx  per  een.  itock 
Cunferied  six  per  cent,  stock 
Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock 
Fire  and  a  half  per  cent  stock 
Natrr  liJt  per  cent,  stock 
Laatslnaa  six  per  cent,  stock  • 


91,94^026  02 

006,555  41 

1,005,179  88 

6,182,500  00 

6,294,051  12 

1,859,850  70 

176,000  00 

1,848,900  00 

711,780  09 

a26#09  00 

324^00 


921,67%463  96 


(6)9151^^ 
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(a)  Unrecleemed  amoant  on  the  Ist  Janoary,  1616 
Additions  to  1st  October,  1816 : 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 
Six  per  cent*  stock  of  1815 
Treasury  notes  six  per  cent,  stock 
Treasury  notes  seven  per  cent«  stock     • 


$105,360,341  06 


.   $292,801  31 

.      335,448  90 

58»245  78 

.  4|570,621  00 


Deduct  temporary  loans  paid  off  $1|025^000  00 

Dediwt  reimoursement  of  the  old  six  p0r  cent  and  deferred 
stock    •  •  ...  .  •  .    846,63976 


5^357,116  99 
9110,617,458  05 


Unredeemed  amount,  as  above   • 

(h)  Nominal  amount,  including  Sinking  Fund,  Isl  Janoary,  1816 
AddiUoos  in  1816 


1,871,639  n 

$108,745^18  » 

.  $157,648,5n  53 
^2^,116  99 


Deduct  temporary  loans  paid  to  the  State  Bank,  Boston 

Banks  in  the  District  of  uolnmbia 

The  State  of  New  York  .  .  .  .  . 


9500,000 
175,000 
350,000 


9162,905,634  58 


1,025,000  00 

Nominal  amountf  as  above  $161,^0,634  52 

TuAsumr  Detartimrt,  BjsGiaTxa'a  Office  December  19, 1816.       _ 

JOSBPa  NOUBBE,  Afiilsr. 
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DUTY  ON  flnLL8« 

[Coauiiuiisatoa  la  the  Hoaes^  Janusiy  13, 1617.] 

Titaa«innr  DiPABTinirr,  Jan.  12, 1817. 

Shi:  in  obed  ieaoe  lo  •  resolvtion  of  me  Howe 
>f  Repteeeaiativei,  of  the  9ih  of  March,  1816, 
re^vimg  the  Seevetary  of  the  Treasarr  '*co 
*eport  to  the  next  session  of  Congvess,  whether 
nyi  and,  if  any,  what  altemtiom  ara  necessary 
JO  e^alke  the  doly  on  the  oapaeity  of  sdUs, 
loilers,  and  other  instruments  used  in  dlstilla- 
ioD,''  I  haTO  the  honor  to  report  the  in^rmation 
nbcained  upott  ihae  sabjeet  by  the  Commissioner 
ftf  the  RereniM^  to  whom  it  was  refenvd  by  the 
Seereiary  of  the  Treaaory. 

The  result  of  tho  iamhry  inititiited  by  that 
iffieer  readeni  it  dovbtAu  whether  any  ehange  in 
ihe  existing  eysteib  is  indispensably  necessary. 

Should  the  change  suggested  bv  the  Oommis- 
KODor  of  the  Reveooe  ie  declited,  the  idea  pre- 
MBfed  in  deeametot  C,  fbr  intfddueiBg  uniftrmi- 
:y  in  the  form  and  eoastraetion  of  scms  and  boil- 
srS)  appears  to  be  entitled  to  consideration,  if  the 
rystem  of  intemal  feTenoe  sboold  be  nndered 
pommaeat.  The  mere  easily  to  effeet  that  object, 
ihe  form  and  construction  of  stills  and  boilers 
loomed  meet  eiBeient  in  dictillatien  shoold  be 
iesiffoaied  br  law,  and  legal  provbicm  shoold  be 
made  for  allowing  a  certain  discount  upon  the 
Kooantof  the.taiL  imposed  upon  all  such  stills 
sad  boilers,  after  the  expiration  of  a  eerfain 
MMDbov  of  yeaia.  By  &dng  the  time  soffieiently 
renoto  fo  allow  of  the  expimiion  of  eorieting 
leaeea  and  oontiacts,  the  ew&ert  of  stills  of  a 


diffeient  oonatraotioa  would  not  lail  to  luevo  them 
changed  into  the  Coma  designated  by  law.  dU 
every  doviaiion,  after  that  period,  from  the  pre- 
seribed  form  woald  be  exohided  £rom  the  allaar- 
aaoe  gtaatod  in  filter  of  that  deaeriptioa  of  still 
or  boSer,  ao  ehaage  woald  he  attcmpHed,  aaoseat 
when  the  adTaatagas  tesaking  from  It  woald 
exceed  that  allowanee. 

la  order  that  this  vegalatioa  may  notaperate 
to  th»isumsiaua  of  eateeptise  aad  inysaHifin,  ehe 
law  might  proTide  that  no  change  in  the  laie  of 
tax  thas  established  shoold  be  made  with  a  Tlew 
to  equalize  the  daiy,  upon  aay  doTiatioa  fronihe 
prescribed  fenn»  for  a  oeetaia  term  of  yeam  afiar 
It  should  be  in  opemtioa* 

I  have  the  honor  10  be,  yoar  BMst  ^ledseat  ead 
very  hnmUe  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  Hbh  by  Olat, 
Speaker  ef  the  Hcmee  tfBepe, 

Taa480BV  DlPAaXIUNTr 

Ravaaun  Omoa.  2^  30, 181^. 

Sa:  The  Boesetaiy  of  tho  Treaaory  haviag, 
on  tho  29th  day  of  lone  last  refenea  to  me  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentativas,  af 
the  9th  of  March  preoediog,  requiring  him  **  to 
report  to  the  next  senion  of  Congress  whether 
aay,  aad^  if  aay,  what  alterations  are  neeessaiy 
to  equaUse  the  duty  on  the  eapaoitj  of  stUls. 
boiler%  aad  other  implemonte  used  in  distillatioBi*' 
I  faava  the  hoaor  to  mAe  thereoa  the  Mlowiaig 
vspott: 
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To  obtain  the  besi  materials  for  forming  an 
opinion  on  tht  point  referred  to  me,  a  letter  was. 
on  the  14th  day  of  Jaly,  addressed  to  Dr.  Samuel 
L.  MitchilL  of  New  York,  and  to  Alexander 
Anderson,  Bsq,,  of  Philadelpnia,  a  eopy  of  which 
is  annexed,  marked  A. 

On  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  a  circular 
letter  (marked  B)  was  addressed  to  the  respective 
collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

Messrs.  Mitchiil  and  Anderson,  havinff  promptly 
undertaken  to  fulfil  the  trust  confided  to  them, 
have  transmitted,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries, 
the  annexed  communications,  marked  C,  u,  E., 
andF. 

Answers  hare  likewise  been  received  from  most 
of  the  collectors,  from  which  it  is  computed  that 
there  are  in  the  united  States  650  boilers  of  an 
aveme  capacity  of  102  gallons. 

11,070  stills  of  capacities  not  exceeding  fifty 
gallons. 
,  .  17,080  stuls  of  capacities  between  fifty  and  one 
hundred  gallons. 
9,160  stills  of  capacities  between  one  hundred 
and  two  hundred  gallons;  and 
570  stills  of  capacities  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred gallons. « 
.  Agreeably  to  the  information  derived   from 
these  and  other  sources,  aided  by  that  previously 
in  the  Treasury,  it  appears-^ 

That  by  far  the  greater  number  of  stills  (more, 
probably,  than  nine  out  of  ten)  are  of  the  common 
old  construction,  which  is  generally  very  uniform. 

That  the  shallow  stills,  though  at  present  few 
in  number,  are  increasing  slomy. 

That  if'  the  late  changes  and  pneeat  most 
approved  forms  of  consttaction  be  taken  as  a 
guide.  Che  advantages,  combining  all  the  inei- 
doatal  ciicumsianoes  of  the  shallow  over  the 
deep  stills,  do  not  seem  to  be  generally  considered 
as  great* 

That  the  benefit  attached  to  stills  with  Whit- 
mm^  aad  Andeiaon's  improvemeals  appear  to  be 
mwli  gteater. 

That  the  new  stills  in  nee  exhibit  a  great 
variety  ef  construction,  and  differ^  in  their  pro- 
ductive powers,  much  from  each  other. 

That  the  boilers,  as  well  in  their  conetmetion 
aa  their  products,  difier  greatlv  from  each  other. 

That,  although  the  present  duty  oa  the  boilers 
is  generally  considered  as  relatively  lower  than 
that  on  the  stills,  the  former  do  not  seem  aMte- 
rially,  if  at  ail,  to  increases  that,  on  the  coa^trary, 
the  instances  are  frequent  in  which  they  have 
been  abandoned  for  stills ;  a  circumstance  which 
arises,  perhaps^  principalljr  f^om  the  inferior  qua- 
lity of  the  spirits  atMde  with  the  boilers.  A  con- 
trary opinion  is,  howevn,  expressed  on  this  point, 
as  well  as  others  conneeted  with  boilers,  by.  Mr. 
Anderson. 

The  inequalities  in  the  etperation  of  the  existing 
duties  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  sensibly  affect  the 
revenue,  or  give  to  one  description  of  vessels  ad- 
vanuges,  in  their  practical  dfects,  greatly  inin- 
tious  to  those  of  a  different  description.  As, 
liowever^  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  several 
cases  exut  of  stiUs,  as  weU  as  boUers  of  a  parli* 


cular  form,  paying  at  present  bat  in  iseooale* 
able  duty  compared  with  thatgenerailj  piid,iiB 
probable  that  these  inequalities,  howerer  lioitej 
at  present,  will,  unless  seasonabty  caQnteneiei 
become  the  germs  of  much  greater  inequlitia 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  coantmedai 
mav  be  effected  by  graduating  thedotf,aeeo(% 
to  the  size  and  form  of  each  stiU  or  boiler,  a  i 
principle  resulting  from  a  combisttioii  of  ikat 
form  and  size. 

It  was,  in  a  great  measure,  witli  the  riev  i 
ascertaining  the  practicability  of  this  n|geitia 
that  the  inquiry  submitted  to  Menn.  Miiekil 
and  Anderson  was  instituted.  Tbeir  losvoi) 
and  particularly  the  experimeets  of  Mr.  Aoder* 
son,  will  show  the  lij^ht  they  hare  twen  eaibM 
to  shed  upon  this  point. 

Although  it  does  not  appear,  either  fromdieir 
researches  or  from  a  general  eoDsidetttioB  of  \k 
subject,  that  the  adoption  of  such  t  pcipie  ti 
absolutely  impracticable,  the  compleiitf  itM^ 
ant  on  any  plan  that  has  been  derued  forio  tp- 
plication  is  so  great  as  to  render  the  rooltitieut 

Suestionable;  white^  if  the  opinioa  ofM(.At« 
erson  on  the  relative  prodoets  of  sbi&o*  ui 
deep  stills  be  received  as  correct,  the  necMtyfe 
adopting  such  a  principle  is  greatly  shikeo. 

Should,  under  the  impression  thstsbilioviUlb 
have,  according  to  a  given  rstio,  sn  idnottp 
over  deep  ones,  a  duty  be  laid  on  their  apieiif 
up  to  a  certain  line,  and  a  lower  do(f  oo  m 
capacity  above  such  line,  tncretsiog,  it  pieuvc, 
the  several  rates  of  daty,  it  nast  be  obrioai  tist, 
as  the  forms  of  the  stills  now  io  useaieextreodr 
different,  and  are  daily  beeoaicf  nore  ao,  the 
ineviuble  effect  of  such  a  priaeiple  eooM  Ki 
unless  equal  in  ils  operation  oa  til  pMHe  kiH| 
of  stills,  to  act  as  a  bounty,  at  the  opesie «  * 
the  restjoa  vesseb  socoosUueiedtilttstiM«'f 
to  feel  the  duty,  ,       . 

To  show  how  difliaiU  it  isto  fisd  ud  (•  W 
such  a  principle,  it  may  be  nsefoi  lo  itttt/kc  it* 
cent  use  of  a  deep  aiUl,  with  t  Isige  heUoecf* 
Under,  open  at  the  bottom,  aod  risisf  '>  ^ 
centre  to  a  cooeiderabU  heiglHi  ^ ^^.."1 
surface  around  this  centre,  exposed iou«  «reB 
action  of  the  fire,  is  greatly  eaUrged.  "*^' "rT 
is  an  instance  of  a  deep  still,  thediif  <«  «^''^ 
would  be  relatively  Ugfa^  posieM  P>^.*,^" 
equal  if  not  greater  producure  poveit  tuts 

shallow  still.  .^ 

If  itshaUbe  deemed  oasale  to  sdopt  t  pruo^ 

pie  doubtful  in  theory,  and  aueeded  mifc  •»■ 
difiacttliiee  in  ito  applteatioa,  aed  ((•I'^^^V  !^ 
tbeless,  be  considered  expedient  to  iUf"l^,Vf*V 
ther  equalization  of  the  existiogdoaes,ihenr 
lowing  iM  suggested  as  the  most  eqoiiiMe  ■■• 
effectual  plan.  » 

It  has  been  steted  that  by  far  the  V^^^Tj 
her  of  stills  (more,  probably,  this  sioe  oo(  <^ 
tee)  are  of  an  uniform  coostreciioa.  Ai  u 


tec)  are  of  an  uniform  copstrocuoo.  a*  »' 
considerations  drawn  from  theprudaeurep?  ^^ 
of  these  that  the  present  duties  were  ^^V**^ 
that  is  requisite  to  insure  an  cqMsl  sod  lop  ^^ 


operation  of  the.distics,  as  well  ee  ^'•**JJf  ^ 
of  a  diieieat  consiirocaoa  as  ee  mch  v  »•/ 
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lereafter  eoBitroetedi  is  to  impoMdatiet  on  these 
wo  elftMes,  agreeably  to  their  prodoetite  powers, 
iroportiooete  to  those  ^id  on  stills  of  the  com- 
noD  kind.  To  effeet  this  object,  it  is  respeetfnlly 
)ro[>osed  that  the  present  duties  on  stilts  be  the 
niDimom  duties  imposed,  to  be  eieeted  in  nil 
mses  not  speeinllf  provided  for ;  and  tbst  it  be 
ipecinliy  prorided  that,  in  the  ease  of  stills  which 
leYiate  from  the  common  coDstructten,  a  partlc- 
liar  surrey  be  made  of  eaoh  still  at  the  time  it 
ihall  be  first  need,  and  that  the  doty  on  its  capa- 
;ity  be  specifically  fixed,  on  its  compnted  prodne- 
tire  powers,  agreeably  to  the  award  on  such  sur- 
rej ;  that  this  surrey-  and  award  be  made  by  the 
collector,  with  snch  professional  skill  as  he  may 
»ll  to  his  assistance ;  but  that  in  case  the  award 
Im  not  satislsctory  to  the  owner  of  the  stiH.  a 
reference  be  anthorized  to  snch  person  as  may  be 
lamed  bjr  the  collector  and  such  person  as  may 
M  named  by  the  owner  of  the  still,  with  power, 
n  ease  of  titeir  disagreement,  to  name  an  umpire ; 
hat  the  expense,  if  there  be  no  itppeal  from  the 
mginai  surrey,  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States; 
ind  if  there  be  an  appeal,  by  the  owner  of  the 
itill ;  and  that  the  award  thus  giirett  shaU  con- 
:lnue  to  regelate  the  duties  payable  until  the  still 
ihad  undergo  a  change  in  its  form  or  size,  when 
i  like  survey  shall  be  repeated. 

In  the  case  of  boilers,  it  would  seem  best  to 
ubmit  them  all  to  a  special  surrey,  adhering  to 
he  present  as  the  minimum  rates  of  dutjr. 

An  essential  feature  of  this  plan  is,  m  no  in- 
lance,  to  receive  on  any  still  or  boiler  a  lower 
ale  of  duty  than  that  now  imposed;  for  should 
he  system  admit,  according  to  circumstances,  of 
.  dimi notion  as  well  as  aygmentation  of  duty 
rom  the  prescribed  staadard,  it  would  be  difficult 
D  assign  nny  limits  to  the  consequent  defalcation 
f  tevenue. 

The  objection  to  this  plan,  on  the  grovnd  of 
xpense,  cannot  be  great,  as  the  anomalous  cases 
0  which  it  would  apply  would  not,  probably,  in 
be  first  year  amount  to  one  thousand,  while  in 
obsequeot  yesis'  they  would  be  comparatiTely 
ew.  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
our  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  H.  SMITH, 
CbmmtCssioiier  of  the  ifoaewtie* 

Hon.  William  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  oj  the  TVeatury, 

A. 

'  TnaAannT  DspanTiiBifT, 
RtvmoB  OvFioB,  Mf  14, 1816. 

Sm:  A  resolaiion  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
atives,  passed  the  9th  of  March,  ISIO.  r<*quires 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  the 
lezt  eessioo  of  Congress  whether  any,  and^  if 
oy,  whnt  alterations  are  necessary  to  equalize 
be  duty  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and 
ither  impiemeaisosed  in  distillation." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  referred 
bis  subject  to  me,  I  hare  the  honor  of  requesting 
rom  yoo,  towards  its  elucidation,  such  informa- 
iott  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  eommuniceie. 


From  thn  ffaseml  attaaiian  which  yon  mn  kxmwa 
to  have  paid  to  ohemistry  and  the  arts^  yon  wUI, 
it  is  aapiioeed,  possess  the  means  of  adding  to  the 
information  to  be  derived  from  foreign  sources 
the  mora  valuable  lights  of  your  own  experience 
in  this  country,  by  which  such  a  practical  crile- 
rion  may  be  attained  as  we  may  safdv  adopt. 

I  eaelose  n  copy  of  the  existing  act  of  Congress, 
which  shows  the  manner  in  wnich  the  duty  on 
stills  and  boilers  is  new  laid. 

The  following  leaaarks  may  enable  you,  with 
the  f  renter  precision,  to  give  the  requisite  infor- 
maiion. 

1.  The  complete  equalhmtion  sought  can,  it  is 
believed,  be  no  otherwise  effected  than  by  impbe- 
tag  the  duly  in  such  way  as  in  efiect  to  lay  an 
equal  burden  on  the  same  quantitv  of  spirits  of 
like  quaUtv,  whether  made  in  stills,  boilers^  or 
other  vessos  used  or  that  may  be  used  for  dislil- 
latiott. 

S.  T^  duty  most  be  laid  on  the  still  or  boiler, 
agreeably  to  a  principle  that  can  be  applied  at 
the  time  of  gnmtiagthe  lioeasci  and,  consequent- 
ly, befbre  thiaeni|»loyfltealof  the  stiU  or  boiler. 

in  several  foreign  countries  the  doty  is  under- 
stood to  be  on  the  capacity  of  the  mashtubs,  or 
the  quaMity  of  wash ;  but  the  circnmstances.of 
this  ooimtry  and  the  habile  of  our  citizens  forbid 
n  resort  to  this. expedient 

3*  It  is  indispensable  that  the  principle  adopted 
shall  apply  to  all  existing  and  probable  cases 
arising  from  new  forms  of  distiilatoiy  vessels  that 
may  be  intsodaced  into  use,  and  that  it  should  be 
so  simple  as  to  be  easy  of  application. 

Two  sources  of  inequality  are  alleged  to  exist 
under  the  present  syalem:  one  arising  from  tbe 
relative,  inequality  of  the  doty  on  boilers  com- 
pared with  that  00  stills,  and  the  other  from  the 
relative  inequality  of  the  duty  on  stills. 

In-  regard  to  the  first  class  of  cases,  the  boilem 
are  said  to  be  of  such  various  copstruction  that 
the  present  dnty  is  in  some  cases  much  greater 
than  in  others,  and  that  thb  is  so  to  such  a  do* 
gree,  as  to  give  the  most  improved  boilers  a  great 
advantajce  over  other  boilers,  and  a  much  greater 
over  stius.  Although  there  is  strong  mason  to 
believe  that  thete  is  much  exaggeration  in  the 
popular  opinion  on  this  head,  it  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether  the  capacity  of  the  vessels 
that  cob  veir  the  steam  would  not  constitute  a  bet- 
ter principle  for  the  imposition  of  the  duty  than 
the  capacity  oi'  the  vessels  in  which  it  is  generated. 

In  regard  to  the  second  class  of  cases,  it  is  al- 
leged, and  certainlj  with  some  truth,  that  great 
advantages  are  gamed  by  some  stills,  from  their 
fMculiar  size  and  form,  over  others.  This  allega- 
tion has  been  answered  by  obserriog  that  this  is, 
and  perhaps,  under  any  modification  of  the  duty, 
must  continue  to  be  the  case,  as  it  flows  from  the 
progressive  improvements  in  the  mrts,  and  is,  in 
fisct, 'intimately  connected  with  their  advance- 
ment; the  advantage  incident  to  every  new  im- 
provement operating  as  a  bountv.  But  it  is  re- 
plied, that  the  different  habits  or  the  country  do 
not  admit  of  the  geaeml  adoption  of  the  most 
improved  in^plaaaettli^.  and  that,  otmaidering  the 
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vtiC  Bvnbtr  of  wnUh  wkmdf  im  wm^  tmj  datf 
wbrieh  opemtct  ss  ft  bonnif  cm  Ummb  of  •  new 
ooMtroetioo  rnuft  be  oppreadTe  to  tlM  ewBcn  of 
thoie  now  is  nse. 

ic  has  been  sogfeeted  that  the  doif  night,  m 
thcae  eases,  be  eqaitably  sodilled  b^  imposing  a 
particitfair  rate  of  ^ty  on  the  enpaeiqr  in  gaUoas 
to  a  eeriaio  height  fnun  the  bottom  of  the  still, 
and  iifierent  rates  of  dtnj  on  the  eapacitv  be> 
yond  this  poibc,  dimiaislMng  the  rale  with  the 
aseendiog  poian^  and  augnwotiny  the  nmnber  of 
these  points  as  ciffeomaianees  shonld  ref  aiie*  Te 
determine  the  correctness  of  this  pnneq4e,  if 
would  appear  neocasary  to  ascertain  whether  the 

fgregate  capacity  of  the  sttU,  aeeordingiy  aa  k 

onid  be  laige  er  small,  wonld  not  eshibit  anom- 
aieos  rssutu;  and  whether  its  geneiml  fora^or 
that  of  its  parts,  wonki  not  also  haTea  lifcaeflEeet, 
end  in  saen  a  degree  ae  to  destroy  the  eqnal  op- 
eration of  the  principle.  It  is  especially  desirable 
that  the  practicability  of  this  eapedicR  should  be 
cflbatqally  invettigaied. 

ftboold  you  ioeeefd  in  iKinir^uiy  a«w  prii 


ple^  a|Keea  wy  to  which  the  dnty  mighc  he  laid, 
It  win  still  remain  to  slate  with  piedsion  the 
means  by  which  it  will  he  best  and  easiesccanied 
into  elect  withont  the  use  of  nhilosophicnl  in* 
8trament%  or  the  poseemion  of  other  than  the 
elementary  principles  of  OMthematios. 

Am  the  sowtlon  of  these  inqniries.  and  the  es- 
tnhtbhment  of  a  general  basis  for  toe  equitable 
impceition  of  this  duty,  cannot  probably  be  elect- 
ed withont  actual  etpertment  and  mnch  minute 
obserfation,  some  expense  will  necessarily  be  in« 
curted,  which  will  be  cheerfully  dcAayed  prorl* 
ded  it  shall  not  exceed  two  hundted  dettan.  I 
am  net  insensible  of  the  awkwardness  of  any  such 
limimtion  in  a  case  where  a  fkrot  is  rsquested; 
but  its  comspondence  with  the  invariable  umge 
of  the  Treasury  will,  I  hope,  constitato  a  due 
•pology  for  it. 

Yen  wUl  much  oblige  me  by  an  early  answer, 
nppvixtng  me  whether  it  will  he  convenient  to 
j4iu  te  attend  to  this  bustness,  on  which  it  is  de- 
■irahla  that  a  report  should  be  made  to  this  de- 
partment by  the  Ist  of  October  next. 

I MD^  dbc,  S.  H.  SMITH, 

GbmniiMioner  of  <Ae  iSevemie* 

BAMvaL  L.  MiTCHiLL,  B^.,  New  York, 
Col.  Alexahdbh  Andbbson,  PkUadelj^iicL 


Circular  to  ColUetora  of  the  RevenuCf  No.  31. 

TnBABunT  Dbfabtmbnt, 
Rbvbnub  OFrioB,  Jufy  15^  1816* 

Bin :  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reptesen^ 
tntives,  passed  the  9th  of  March,  1816,  reqnireB 
"  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  the 
next  semion  of  Congress  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  alterations  are  necessarv  to  equaiixe  the 
duty  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other 
implements  used- in  distillation.'' 

The  Sectetnry  of  the  Treasury  having  aaieieed 
this  sabjeet  to  me^  I  nqnest  thai  you  wiH 


paeil 
fiftv 


municnte  to  BM^picnatiB  to  the  lat  cf 
ncBEt,  auah  infennntion  na  will,  im  j  ooe 
oontribote  to  the  fomniion  of  n  cotruct  j 
I  wish  narticnlnrly  toaseertaift — 

1.  The  nomber  of  boilera  in  fow  dyalaei, 
their  averafc  capaeky. 

2.  The  anmher  of  stiUs^  and 
ty,  formed  into  lour  elaaaes :  IscTlMsa 

ty  gi^OM;  ad.  Thoae  hatwMB  fifiy  n 
hundied  gallons;  3d.  Thoae  hotwcea  m 
died  aad  two  hundred  gaUona  ;  mmd  4th. 
above  two  iiUAdred  gaUona* 

3b  A  general  deeaitption  < 
struelion  of  the  stUk  and  hoileBn. 

4»  A  speciScatian,  with  as 


^ty  be,  of  the  viarieas  nrodvein 
ns  to  show  the  dtfiee  of  ineqmJky  mi  the 
dnty,  dieting  '  ' 
stiflsnnd  bod 

deep  stills;  and  comhining  with  theae 
n  view  also  of  the  ittlativo  « 
from  the  original  eoet  or  the 
cident  to  each  kind,  and  oi  the  ^idiiy  ef 
spirits  made 

It  is  not  contempkled  thne 
should  be  the  result  of  nctani 
measuseaicnt,  but  that  th^  ah0ttl4 
as  not  materiall]r  to  deviate  firena  thn  troth. 

To  this  infoniiation  you  will  be  pfemisd  te 
jfHU  opinion  of  the  most  eligible  naede  of 
sing  the  doty.    I  am»  respeouiiUr, 

8.  H.  SMITH, 


the 
aarf 
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c. 

Answer  of  Dr.  SammeiL.  mtddUto  tke 

er  of  tke  Revenue* 

New  Torx,  Sepi,  20, 1816. 

Bin:  I  have  the  honor  of  iayi^  beibie  yon 
such  reflections  as  have  ocenned  to  oae  ^peathe 
resohiticn  of  the  House  of  Repicaenmtivcsi  pansd 
the  0th  March,  1816,  requiriag  a  report  to  be  mnie 
whether  anyi  andj  if  any,  what  nlteaations  aie 
necesmry  to  eqoelixe  the  doty  on  the  cueeiiy  of 
stills,  boilers,  and  other  implcmants  usm  in  die- 
tillatiOQ. 

CcAsidering  the  difficultMB  which,  in  our  free 
country,  ojiposc  themselves  to  the  strioi  exnna'ma- 
tion  ofdistiUeriesi  when  inopeialion,by  revenue 
oflScers,  and  coatemplatiog  the  nttmberiess  tricks 
by  which  fair  dealing  Is  evaded,  I  should  almcet 
be  inclined  to  advise  a  discontinuance  of  the  daty. 
Whatever  may  be  said  against  the  immoralitjr 
aritiag  ftom  the  iniempernnee  end  excessive  use 
ef  distilled  spirits,  it  must  be  owned  th«t  the  fiJse 
swearing  end  deception  growing  out  of  a  system 
of  fiUse  excise  add  greatljr  to  its  amount. 

But  the  policy  of  Inying  a  duty  on  distUW 
spirits  not  being  referred  to  my  considemtio%  1 
pass  It  by.  Ttw  measure  havintr  been  ndciptBd, 
and  being  now  actually  in  £offce,it  le  my  huneen 
to  aid  you,  in  the  best  wny  I  eaui  to  tender  it 
effioaeious. 

In  oDeotittng  the  undermhing-^  I  hnve  avmlad 
myeelf  of  all  the  informneicn  wiihia  nay 
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soch  as  esperimeats  oa  distillatioa  by  Tarious 
sorts  of  apparatus ;  the  different  modes  of  work* 
ing ;  the  several  materials  employed ;  the  infor- 
mation derived  from  skilfal  and  practical  men; 
and  the  eznediehts  heretofore  used  to  obtain  from 
each  distiller  J  a  rerenoe  proportioned  to  the 
amonnt  and  condition  of  the  spirits  distilled  ;  and 
to  render  my  judgment  as  correct  as  possible,  in 
an  affair  of  so  mucb  intricacy,  I  hare  made  trials 
of  my  own,  as  far  as  I  deemed  them  necessary 
within  the  term  allotted  me. 

The  present  inquiry  I  consider  as  limited  to  an 
excise  on  the  production  of  spirits^  and  not  on  their 
consumption.  I  suppose,  also,  that  I  am  expected 
to  treat  it  strictly  as  a  matter  of  rcTenoe.  Other 
considerations,  naturally  ffrowinji^  out  of  the  sub- 
ject, as  a  great  article  of  domestic  economy,  will, 
therefore,  be  spared. 

The  main  obieet  of  a  duty  upon  ardent  spiriu, 
in  the  process  of  preparation,  is  toderire  a  revenue 
for  the  Treasury  from  the  citizens  who  pay  money 
to  the  Government  for  licenses  to  carry  it  on. 

There  would  be  little  or  no  fiscal  ufficulty  ia 
the  case  if  the  operators  would  consent  to  tha 
only  mode  that  exists  of  ascertaining  the  matter 
with  precision ;  that  is^  by  allowing  the  revenue 
officer  to  determine  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  oroduct  at  the  distillery,  but  as  this  rule, 
the  lair  and  just  one  for  the  public  and  the  indi- 
vidual, is  rejected,  it  becomes  necessary  to  devise 
a  sabstitute  for  it,  or  contrive  sotiae  project  that 
shall  answer  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tolerably 
well  between  the  parties  how  much  the  distiller 
shall  give,  and  how  much  the  sovereign  receive, 
for  the  privilege  of  converting  the  raw  material 
into  alcohol. 

In  such  a  sute  of  the  question,  after  all  that 
can  be  done  in  the  investigation,  there  will  pro- 
bably remain  grounds  or  pretexu  for  complaint. 
It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  discontent 
is  natural  to  man ;  and  the  expression  of  that  di» 
content  may  be  considered  as  effecting,  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  ito  own  care.  The  paradox 
contaios  sound  remark  which  says, "  if  human 
beings  were  incapable  of  rendering  themselves 
miserable^  thev  would  not  be  happy."  If  the 
Government,  therefore,  ia  any  case  can  be  satisfied 
that  the  law  it  enacts  is  -substantially  tisfhl  and 
good,  the  little  murmuring  that  oMy  exist  may 
be  contemplated  as  the  remedy  for  the  imagined 
uneasiness  or  jiain. 

The  intention  of  the  Qovernment  being  thus 
simply  to  derive  revenue  liom  the  process  of  dis- 
tillation, there  are  several  stages  at  which  the 
eye  of  its  agenu  may  watch  the  operation  and 
levy  the  tribute. 

I  shall  begin  by  an  examination  of  the  follow- 
ing points  in  regular  suceeasion : 

1.  To  lay  the  duties  upon  the  raw  material. 

2.  To  lay  it  upon  the  process  of  fermentation. 

3.  To  lay  it  upon  the  process  of  distillation. 

4.  To  lay  it  upon  the  distilled  product  itself. 
Each  of  these  subjects  will  be  separately  con- 
sidered. 

It  may,  at  first  view,  teem  a  departure  from 
the  matter  referred  to,  to  consider  anything  other 
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than  the  capacities  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other 
implements  used  in  distillation.  But  when  I  re- 
flect that  revenue  is  the  desideratum,  it  is  believed 
to  be  an  allowable  digression  to  notice  the  raw 
material,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  whether  the 
duty  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  itj  as  well  as  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  more  intelligibly  the 
subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

1st.  Concerning  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
the  raw  materials  intended  to  be  employed  in  dis- 
tillation. 

An  individual  may  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  agents,  for  leave  to  convert  an  assigned 
quantity  of  a  crude  article  into  as  much  spirit  as 
be  is  capable  of  extracting  from  it.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment requires  that  he  shall  buy  a  permit  for 
it,  the  citizen  may  be  obliged,  by  law.  to  pay  for 
the  privilege  in  the  manner  and  to  tne  amount 
prescribed,  or  pay  a  penalty.  To  distil  without 
a  license  is  now  an  offence;  so  it  would  then  be 
to  extract  spirit  from  a  raw  material  without 
having  paid  for  teavei  The  difficulty  in  the  ex- 
eetition  of  such  a  law  would  principally  arise 
from  the  abuse  the  distiller  might  make  of  hk 
license;  by  distilling  more  than  he  pays  for.  As 
a  preventive  of  this,  the  sanctidn  or  an  oath  maf 
be  required,  that  he  will  not  transgress  the  limits 
of  his  license.  This  will  restaain  coascientioae 
men.  He  may  be  required  to  enter  into  a  bond 
with  a  penaltjr^  snbjecttag  him  to  damages  and 
costs  in  case  of  a  violation  of  its  conditions.  He 
should,  moreoTer,  be  compelled  to  report,  In  writ* 
ing,  and  file  with  the  collector  at  the  same  time, 
the  capacity,  number,  and  situation  of  his  stills 
and  implements;  as  also  the  place  where  they 
are  erected,  the  quantity  of  fuel  they  consume, 
and  the  number  of  hands  they  employ.  This 
would  serve  as  a  collateral  or  auxiliary  evideneei 
The  law  nuiy  provide  that  the  collector  of  each 
district  shall  possess  all  this  information,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  correct 
judnnent,  and  know  how  to  detect  violations. 

The  distiller  may  be  watched,  and  be  as  much 
exposed  to  detection  as  in  the  present  mode.  It 
would  be  a  circumstance  in  favor  of  the  revenue 
that  there  should  be,  at  the  collector's  office,  an 
exhibition  of  the  quantity  intended  to  be  distilled,, 
as  well  as  of  the  apparatus  to  be  employed  in  the 
operation.  Upon  this  plan,  a  distiller  would  be 
licensed  to  work  upon  an  acknowledged  and  spe* 
cified  quantity  of  materials.  On  these  the  Gov*- 
ernment  would  impose  a  corresi)onding  sum. 
Against  transgressions  and  infractions  the  same 
precaution  might  be  employed  as  at  present.  It 
might  be  expected  that  some  persons  or  selfish  and 
avaricious  dispositions,  and  of  immoral  habits, 
would  exceed  the  bounds  of  their  permits.  With 
the  ready  means  of  detection,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  these  occurrences  would  not  be  very  nume- 
rous, and,  consequently,  the  defalcations  not  very 
serious.  De  minimis  runt  curat  lex,  say  the  law- 
yers; and  if  the  Treasury  derives  a  ^ood  revenue 
from  the  tax  on  preparing  ardent  spirits,  I  would 
not  be  over  anxious,  in  a  country  like  our  own, 
about  trifling  variations.  They  might  be  not 
seen  or  not  noticed. 
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On  this  riew  of  the  subject,  the  law  might  re- 
qulre  that  each  distiller  shoala  state  the  qaantity 
and  kind  of  the  materials  he  means  to  employ 
for  the  parpose  of  extracting  spiriti  and  that  he 
should  purchase  a  license  from  the  rerenue  offi- 
cer accordingly.  The  mode  of  grinding,  ferment* 
ing.  working,  and  preparing  the  materials  might 
be  left  afterwards  to  his  own  skill  and  discretion. 
Ifi  by  extraordinary  success  in  his  operations,  he 
should  procure  much  spirit,  pro  ro/a,  from  his 
ingredients,  let  him, at  least  for  the  present,  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  his  discoveries.  An  improred  plan 
of  arranging  the  fiscal  as  well  as  the  economical 
details  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  arise,  in 
due  time,  from  careful  and  reiterated  sets  of  ex- 
periments. The  Gbvemment.  by  making  discreet 
and  reasonable  inquiry,  would  acquire  and  enjoy 
the  ultimate  advantage  of  them* 

A  mode  of  laying  such  a  duty  may  be  conceived 
tnus: 

A.    Upon  dowhutic  materialt. 

(a)  Grain.^Ry  t,  — —  aeats  the  bushel  of  «*— - 
pQUode.  Maize,  *— <^  cents  the  bushel  of-*— 
paunda.  Rice,  barley,  or  any  other  graifl,««r- 
eeiiti  the  bushel  of—  pounas. 

(ft)  Fruit,  or  its  prod  acta.— Pomace  or  cider, 
o-—  eents  the  gallon.  Mash  of  peaches,  -*-*• 
eenla  the  gallon.  Blackberries,  gooseberries,  or 
other  fruits, «— -  cents  the  gallon  of  bruised  pulp. 

(c)  Roote,  and  their  parts.-*Potatoei,  ^^-^ 
eenla  the  busbei.  Other  roots,  ^^-^  cents  the 
buakel. 

(d)  Baecbarine  juices,  or  sweets.— Doasestio 
molasses,  or  sugar  cane,  grown  within  the  United 
Btates,  -*-  cents  the  gallon.  Syrup  or  juice  of 
the  maple,  — —  eents  the  gallon.  Juice  of  green 
maise,  or  other  vegetables,  <*-*  cents  the  gaUon. 

B.     Upon  foreign  fnaieriati. 

An  increased  rateof  dut^,  whenever  they  come 
under  either  of  the  preceding  heads,  of  thirty  per 
cent  on  the  existing  ratio. 

The  possession,  by  a  distiller^  of  materials  proper 
for  distillation,  other  than  bis  own  crop,  to  be 
considered  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  an  inten- 
tion to  distil  them ;  but  the  possessor  may  show 
they  were  otherwise  employed.  The  possession 
of  a  still,  or  distilling  apparatus,  to  be  presumptive 
evidence  of  an  intention  to  distil,  until  the  con- 
trary shall  be  shown.  The  license  may  authorize 
the  purchaser  to  distil  as  many  bushels  of  grain, 
as  many  gallons  of  pomace  or  cider,  as  great  a 
quantity  of  roots,  or  as  much  sweet  or  saecnarine 
fnice.  as  shall  be  therein  expressed.  Care  might 
be  taken  to  make  him  nay  for  a  maximum ;  and 
he  may  after  Wards  be  checked  by  the  capacity  of 
the  stifl,and  the  duration  for  which  it  is  employed. 

Upon  this  plan,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  certain 
revenue  can  be  laid  and  collected.  The  bulk  of 
the  materials  would  be  adverse  to  concealment. 
There  would  be  no  espionage  to  offend  the  citi- 
zen by  penetrating  too  deeply  into  his  private 
affairs. 

2d.  Concerning  the  Imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
the  process  of  fermentation,  when  intended  to 
prepare  substances  for  eliciting  distilled  spirit. 


Af^er  the  grain  shall  have  been  grooad  toanl 
the  fruits  crushed  to  pomace,  the  rooti  nM 
to  pulp,  and  the  saccharine  substance  M 
in  water,  they  all,  after  the  extiaetion  of  tk 
vital  principle,  and  when  mingled  with  i  k 
proportion  of  bnmidity,and  likewise  monribft 
proper  degree  of  caloric  or  antieroaoDjCooKKe 
A  train  of  intestine  actions,  called  fennattttoD. 
In  the  course  of  these  commotiom  usoif  ibe 
particles  of  the  fermenting  materials,  its  on|iu! 
constitution  is  further  destroyed  or  ehiog«!.s: 
new  products  are  formed.  Amos;  time  is  i 
vinous  liquid,  which,  by  the  seasoDibie  applja* 
tion  of  an  increased  and  boiling  beat,  mtjr  beecf 
verted  into  alcohol.  The  Tats  or  tubs  in  M 
the  fermentation  is  carried  on  maf  be  oude  tk 
measure  of  the  duty  on  the  spirit  (tie  ftraeotii^ 
mass  is  estimated  to  contain  or  ifibft).  Tkr 
eapaeity.  like  that  of  the  stills,  maybeucfmifiti! 
by  ganging.  The  fermentation  oif  tkm  Ik 
made  to  furnish  a  role  whereby  tbe  lotKnf  ti 
duty  shall  be  ealeulated;  the  hatch  of  ker.voft. 
or  wash,  be  eseisedf  or,  rather,  dKivtottspint 
will  be  dotted  in  the  batch. 

3d.  Concerning  the  laying  a  doty  vp^n  v' 
process  of  distilling  ardent  spirit 

This  is  (he  operation  wbmby  a  risoos Himb 
changed  into  alcohol.  The  liqoid  isin4ilp» 
atilized.  or  turned  to  vapor;  it  his,  (he^ 
been  called  a  spirit,  or  aerial  thiogf.  Beio;n>o! 
ioflamoMibte,  it  Is  termed  ardent  spirit,  h  » 
of  its  remarkable  effects  on  tbe  bumin  cn^ 
ttoO)  when  applied  to  tbe  olfactory  orgio.  or  ^ 
the  inner  coat  of  the  stomach,  is  toprodoeeM 
enaess,  it  has  been  distingoisbed  as  iBtoxic«J^' 
inebriating  spirit ;  and  inasmuch  as  it  btsosoq 
been  prepared  by  that  sort  of  alembie  eiileo  |» 
stilL  it  has  been  known  by  tbe  oame  of  ^^ 
■pint.  This  cooversion  takes  i^ce  it  c^ 
queuee  of  new  cbemieal  affinities  anoof  »< 
constituent  parts  or  particles  of  the  mstw«iJJ 
thing  dtstiUed.  If  it  remained  in  the  rstor  on 
in  the  ordinary  temperature,  the  ^»oosji^ 
change  to  acetous ;  or,  in  etber  «*""5'*^ v" 
would  turn  to  vinegar.  By  beiaf  f^V 
higher  and  quicker  heat  tbe  fmtotiwo^m 
deuly  stopped,  and  a  new  prodoci  wnn«  ^T  r 
change  of  the  vinous  matter  rospimoon8,or»T 

a  eonversion  of  wiue  to  aleobol.  ,  ^^.^ 
In  laying  the  duty  upon  tlwil»o»«f "^ 
sion,  the  capacity  of  tbe  tieow,  whetwr  »^ 
boiler,  or  any  other  vessel,  has  beea  co^ 
by  some  as  affording  tbe  best  mle  or  erttenw  i^j 
which  the  prodoot  could  hejvdpi  ^j 

I  remember  very  well  tbe  difcolty  wluc? " 
arisen  on  this  method  of  eitimttinf  the  pnc^ 
a  license  before  the  year  ISOt  So««  ^f  iJJJf 
tillers  had  discovered  new  and  m^^VJL 
working,  by  which  they  were  ninw'*^"^ 
quantities  of  spirit  than  had  crer  heeo  r%. 
They  who  adopted  these  improjcineii»«'^J 
procured  unusual  quantities  <^  «*<^®:f?liai| 
through  stills  of  very  modenie  »P»«»^^^, 

surprisingly  short  aime.  '^^^^Y^^.f^^r^ait' 
by  the  construction  of  the  d'^^Istorr^ 
They  had  broad  boitomi,  with  an  extensiTf 
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face  for  «xpOf  are  to  tbe  lie  s  tbey  bed  \om  htadi, 
so  chat  the  vapor  bail  bui  a  eborc  diitftBce  to  rite. 
The  heals  were  oapaeioiis,  enablioff  4be  coodea^ 
satieo  to  be  perfonaed  tii«ie,  and  witbia  Uieia. 
Sneh  epadeoiatiDa  altered  the  fiapacilf  of  the 
spirit  to  cootain  caloric  While  in  the  ratraroaa 
suae,  the  spirit  coaiaified  a  Urce  proporuoa  of 
caloric ;  on  condeosia^  to  liquio,  its  capaeitf  for 
caloric  was  so  lavcii  dimiaisbed,  that  a  great  deal 
was  left  for  absorption  by  the  ■atroundiog  bodies. 
To  receive  this  diseagiged  aad  abuadaat  caloric, 
the  distiller  -bad  apiif  eeatrived  to  sunenDd  the 
head  of  bis  still  by  waier»  or  by  the  fenaentiag 
tiqoid  of  the  vat.  If  water  was  eiaployed,  it  be- 
came heated,  by  this  admimblc  piece  of  ecoaooiy, 
to  a  degree  fit  to  aaswer  the  porpose  of  laaoeratiag 
aad  feraaeatlfig  the  raw  materiel  ia  the  tube 
Of  vaif.  If  the  wort,  betr,.or  fermeoted  mam, 
was  made  to  encircle  or  aarrouod  the  head  of  the 
still,  tb»t  wort,  beec,  or  fermeated  material  itaelf 
became  healed,  aad  prepared  the  better  to  be  re« 
eeived  into  the  body  of  the  atilL  Whik  eoodea'» 
satioD  of  vapor  is  going  on  wiibia  the  head,  the 
a|»irii  so  bronghl  to  a  Ui|aid  state  oa  its  iDttcr  sur- 
face was  racetved,  as  it  tricUcd  do»n,iato  a  sort 
of  canal,  troM^^h,  or  gutter,  near  the  aeek  of  the 
etiiJ,  and  carried  tbroogfa  the  worm  to  the  ex-* 
tremity  of  the  tabe^  to  be  drawn  ofL  By  this 
contrivance,  the  liquid  spirit  condensed  ia  the 
head  was  collected  within  the  neck,  and,  instead 
of  falling  back  into  the  body  of  the  still,  to  be 
elevated  by  force  of  fire  anew,  was  fairly  carried 
ofi^  very  economically,  at  once. 

For  certaia  fects  and  proceedings  relative  to 
distillation,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  1S03,  as  it  is  recorded 
sobstaatially  in  the  siith  volume  of  the  Medical 
Repository,  page  906^  aad  to  the  eighth  volnme 
of  the  same  work,  pages  148  to  164^  for  a  review 
of  Kraft's  American  Distiller.  In  the  former  of 
these,  the  quantity  actuaUy  distilled  is  considered 
the  oaly  sure  test ;  and,  in  the  latter,  it  is  shown 
how  a  still  of  small  capacity  may  produpe  a  great 
quantity  of  spirit. 

The  advantsf  es  derived  from  the  new  mode  of 
constructing  stuls  tendered  the  duty  then  in  foree 
apoa  their  capacities  so  unequal  and  iaeffieieat, 
that  an  immediate  remedv  was  demanded.  Borne 
progress  had  been  aiade  in  devising  a  legisfaiiive 
eatpedieat  by  the  proper  auiboritiea,  whea  it  was 
determined  by  Coagieas  „that  the  laieraal  uxes 
should  be  repealed.  That  act,  the  moment  it 
look  place,  superseded  all  further  atiampls  to  raise 
money  fpt  the  Treasury  by  a  duty  aa  dtstillalioa. 
The  subject  was  dismissed  from  the  investigation 
of  our  political  econoousts.  Bat  Che  inveniloo 
of  distillers  was  as  active  and  busy  as  ever*  Per- 
severing in  their  efforts,  they  went  on,  adding  oae 
improvement  to  another,  until  they  have  facilita- 
ted and  cheapened  the  process  of  distillation,  and 
the  art  of  procuring  ardent  spirit  from  the  crude 
material,  almost  as  much  as  is  practicable. 

At  length,  after  so  many  amendments  in  the 
distiiiing  apparatus,  andsomany  alterationsin  the 
distilling  process,  the  Government  once  more 
came  forward  a^d  demanded  of  the  diatiUers  pay- 


for  the  privilege  of  eon  verting  vinous  liquor 
into  alcohol. 

The  diffiealttes  in  the  way  of  kying  the  duties 
in  an  equitable  manner  would  be  very  much  di« 
Biinishcd  if  all  the  stilbaad  apparatus  for  dietilla** 
tion  were  eoaaCructed  upon  one  aad  aa'  uaiform 

e'  LU,  «ad  all  of  them  worked,  as  theo  they  wbuli 
by  a  similar  and  correspoDding  process. 

These  inequalities  may  be  referred  to  four  prla-^ 
cipal  heads: 

1.  Of  stills  constructed  upon  the  old  plan. 

2.  Of  stills  constructed  not  exactly  upon  the  old 
plan,  and  yet  not  upon  the  best  modern  improve- 
ment. 

3.  Boiien,  or  a  distlHing  apparatus  worked  by 
aid  of  steam,  or  boiling  vapor. 

4.  Of  other  modern  contrivances,  such  as  log 
stills,  rectifying  vats,  and  some  other  utensils, 
not  belonging  strictly  to  either  of  the  former  de- 
scriptions. 

I  consider  some  of  these  as  inferior  modes  of 
distillation.  Consequently,  a  high  duty  laid  upon 
the  capacity  of  such,  according  to  the  rates  of 
the  most  improved  still,  would  bear  heavily  and 
unequally,  it  must  check  the  progress  of  distil- 
lation, by  forcing  a  number  of  the  distilleries  to 
slop ;  for  the  man  who  used  the  most  improved 
siilL  and  performed  three  times  as  much  wodc. 
paid  DO  more  duty  than  his  neighbor  who  distilled 
only  a  third  upon  the  same  tax.  The  enemy  of 
distilled  spirits  has  uo  cause  for  exultation  on  this 
event.  The  deficiency  of  domestic  liquors  was 
made  up  by  importations  from  foreign  places. 
Bum  has  been  brought  from  the  West  Indies  to 
supply  the  want  of  whiskey,  A  policy  in  the 
British  colonies  favorable  to  distilllog  for. expor- 
tation furnished  the  spirit  drinkers  among  our- 
selves with  as  much  as  they  desired. 

Congress,  if  1  rightly  understand  their  statute 
on  the  subject,  make  the  capacitv  of  the  still  the 
rule  whereby  the  duty  is  laid  and  collected. 

The  acknowledged  inequality  of  this  rule  is  not 
very  easy  to  correct.  There  are  stills  constructed 
in  the  old  way,  with  coatcacted  bottomS|  enlarged 
bellies,  long  necks,  and  high  small  heads.  Soou 
of  these  have  been  erected  at  great  expense ;  the 
proprietors  do  not  incline,  to  pull  tiiem  down  and 
ereci  modern  stills  ia  their  stead:  but  they  per* 
severe  in  workiaa  them  under  all  the  comparative 
disadvantages^  In  many  instances  these  distil- 
leries, with  their  fixtures  and  apparatus,  are  let 
or  leased  to  other  persons.  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  a  short  lessee  or  temporarv  tenant  will  cause 
expensive  alterations  to  be  mane,  which  the  land- 
lord or  proprietor  himself  would  not  authorize  or 
undertake.  The  person  who  occupies  such  a  dis- 
tillery works  the  existing  apparatus  in  the  best 
wajT  he  can  $  but  if  he  |Mtys  the  duty  on  the  ca- 
pacity at  the  rate  required  for  improved  and 
modern  stills,  he  pays  proporiiooably,  perhaps,  a 
double  duty  aodioore. 

It  has  been  said  this  inconvenience  is  charge- 
able to  the  ignoraace  and  obstinacy  of  the  owner, 
or  his  lemee,  who  might  change  the  form  of  their 
stills,  and  put  themsMves  on  a  footiiig  with  their 
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neiffhbon.    So  tk«f  night,  mod  of  right  they 
ongBt  to  do  so. 

ft  is  not  wholly  coBformable  to  our  nsoges  to 
direet  indiTidDsb  how  to  eoDdoet  their  pritmte 
concerns ;  yet,  in  the  mtterinis,  and  sometimes  in 
the  menner  and  place  of  constructing  houses; 
hi  th'e  ezccntton  and  registry  of  deedi^  mortgages, 
and  wills;  in  the  narigation  of  ships;  in  the  im- 
portation of  merchandise,  and  many  other  cases, 
the  Legislatare  beneficially  interferes  and  directs. 
80,  in  the  present  instance,  the  GtoTernmcnt  misht, 

2K>n  consideratlotts  of  the  sonndest  policy,  refose 
together  to  grant  licenses  to  those  old-fashioned 
stills.  It  might  be  declared  that  licenses  should 
be  granted  to  stills  on  Anderson's,  KraA's,  or 
Parsons's  coostroction,  or  any  preferable  one 
which  the  Treasury  should  choose.  This  would 
stop  all  the  others,  and  compel  the  present  com- 
jdaitting  owners  and  possessors  to  model  them 
anew,  conformably  to  the  proTisions  of  law. 

Such  a  reffulation  might  seem  to  border  rather 
more  upon  tne  imperatiTC  than  could  be  wished. 
In  reality  I  belieTc  it  would  be  found  far  less  in- 
eonrenient  than  at  first  sight  it  appears.  Already 
the  old  stills  are  a  sort  of  depreciated  property ; 
in  the  progress  of  improrement  their  Talue  must 
sufier  a  further  diminution.  A  distiller,  whether 
he  owns  the  establishment  he  works,  or  hires  it 
of  his  neighbor,  will  reasonably  wish  to  pursue 
his  business  in  tlie  approTcd  and  modern  way.  A 
distillery  upon  the  improTed  plan  is  worth  more 
money  to  tne  proprietor,  ctcu  if  he  works  it  him- 
self; It  will  bring  more  r^ot  if  he  lets  it  to  an- 
other;  therefore,  the  alteration  necessary  to  bring 
the  old-fasbioned  still  to  the  modern  standard  of 
excellence,  though  expensire  in  the  first  instance, 
will,  in  the  end,  be  substantially  better  both  for 
the  owner  and  occupant;  the  improvement  will 
enable  him  to  do  more  business ;  his  work  will 
be  performed  in  an  easier  and  better  manner. 
The  practical  result  from  the  whole  is.  that  the 
new  nxtures  and  apparatus  being  maae  to  con- 
form to  the  newprintiples  of  distiHafion,  the  in- 
equality arising  from  the  uoeoual  quantities  dis- 
tiued  in  difierent  distilleries,  under  the  same  duties, 
will  be  wholly  done  away,  or  reduced  to  a  trifling 
Tarlation. 

Such  a  regulation  of  stills  I  conceive  to  be  a 
Constitutional  power.  My  experiments  and  olner- 
Tations  convince  me  it  is  necessary  to  render  them 
as  uniform  as  possible,  that  the  duty  may  also  be 
equalized  as  nearly  as  practicable.  There  is  no 
expedient  within  my  knowledge  that  promises  so 
fair  and  equal  a  result ;  it  ought  to  be  required  of 
aJI  distilleries  to  comply  with  the  rule,  and  all 
will  then  be  upon  equal  terms.  But  while  a 
marked  difference  exists  in  the  construction  and 
working  of  the  distilling  apparatus,  I  question 
verv  much  wbether  any  rule  can  be  found  that 
will  spply  to  them  sll ;  at  least  I  must  owa  that 
the  expe rrmeots  whence  such  a  regulation  can  be 
deduced  are  not  within  the  circle  of  my  know- 
ledge. 

^  in  this  ease  the  alleged  inconvenience  to  the 
citizen  will  be  pronounced  by  the  liberal  and 
patriotic  statesman  as  one  to  which  he  ought  to 


ssbmit  for  the  pnUie  good.  It  is  dbligiiorys 
him  to  comply,  and  chmfnlly  toe,  witli  to  nm 
able  a  requisition.  No  man  ii  oUindtoM 
ardent  spirit ;  they  who  embark  in  uie  buiia 
are  bound  by  feelings  of  icspeet  to  the  Gorcn- 
ment,  and  of  obedience  to  its  wise  tod  f bl^ 
some  la wi^  to  comply  with  a  rule  so  pnetictUtntf 
souseliil. 

Upton  a  moral  contemplatieaof  tkbsabjcettk 
argument  is  conclusive  in  Avor  of  tiie  prajst 
now  offered ;  the  baneful  efleeu  of  lemmi 
small  stills  all  orer  the  countrf  are  eoireralif 
acknowledged;  their  number  ougbt to belenoei 
The  business  would  be  rendered  Borettsrforik 
coUectOis  of  the  revenue,  if  liccniei  shooU  be  r- 
fused,  peremptorily,  to  all  stills  of  tmaileef 
pacitv  than  say  thirty  gaUons.  I  thooM  reeoa 
mend  such  a  restriction,  botb  sisilitiiyiiin 
tendency,  and  beneficial  to  the  rereoK.  Th 
Government^  whkh  concedes  a  freit  dd  10 1^ 
accommodation  of  the  eitixen,  m»f  tatei an- 
turn  some  condescension,  some  esmm  « 
the  part  of  the  citisen. 

If  our  people,  in  the  exercise  of  thdr  iintUK 
powers,  choooe  to  modify  their  appintvttMi- 
sand  diffemt  way%  I  see  no  grMM  of  «kriu- 
tial  justice  or  of  sound  policy  that  should  \m 
the  Legislature  to  follow  then  throogb  lUua 
meandering  and  devious  courses.  If,  Bererdl^ 
less.  Congress  should  not  judge  it  safe  to  proeM 
tn  this  way,  nor  feel  an  iaelinatioa  to  xd«n,\ij 
this  mdical  measure,  the  actual  irrcgtthritiAit» 
much  to  be  feared  no  method  eaa be idop(Mtw 
will  go  so  far  to  equalize  \be  doty  00  tke  pncctf 
for  forming  alcohol. 

Hitherto  I  have  indulged  017  thoogbts  (» 
formably  to  the  instmcuoos  receiTed  froa  m 
Commissioner  of  the  Reveaoe,  to  derie  "«« 
new  method  of  imposing  the  dotj.  io  o^*|j 
as  will  lay  an  eoual  bordea  oa  the  sisteniliiM 
vessels  used  in  distillatioa.  . .    . 

On  summing  up  the  evideoce  apoo  tui  P 
of  the  inquiry,  the  followiog  eoaeloiiow  riuoa- 
ally  present  themselves :  .,    ,^. 

First,  the  duty  on  the  raw  laaiensi  •«(  ^^ 
taialy  be  made  as  uniform  u  aojrtkuv tM/ »»^ 
sttlgect  of  legislation.  A  disiiiW  ff' ^"1^! 
quantity  he  meaaa  to  work  up^  tid  for  bo  mm. 
the  main  difficulty  wiU  be  to  9'^\^^J!z^ 
up  more  than  he  pays  for;  T^^^^^^^^ui 
v^ilance  wiU  methodtxe  this  matter  toKfiHT 

Second,  the  aame  lemak  may  beasplicdlio^ 
fermenting  vat.    The  capacity  of  w>  [^ , 
or  vessel,  asceruined  by  thegtag«r,  ^Ultfon 
role  by  which  the  doty  may  be  ewriy  m^ 'JP 
larly  estimated.    Bat  magnitade  will  not  dv^"; 
the  frequency  of  the  chargei.  nor  wUi  « JJT 
how  oAen  the  Industry  an l^iU  of  t^%^ 
shaU  repeat  his  fermenting  batobes.  Tfce  r 
sumption  arising  from  a  knowledge  of  »•<  . 
tity  of  materials  that  may  be  f««««T*Llkki 
and  an  aequaintaoce  with  the  term  vot«w 
license  is  taken  ou^  with  some  other  psruc^ 
and  details,  wiU  enable  a  toierablr  eor2«e(0Fr 
ion  to  be  formed  lof  the  quantity  of  p^a,  ^ 
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'oots,  or  jQiees  inleiided  to  be  dittilled ;  the  tub 
rr  vat  may  be  rated  accordingly. 

The  rale  thus,  with  alt  its  imperfections,  will 
•e  found  fall  as  good  as  that  Which  refers  to  the 
apaeity  of  the  still,  withotit  knowing  how  fre- 
quently it  \9  charged  and  discharged. 

For  the  reason  stated  in  the  Uommisftioner's 
etter,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  the  stationing 
tn  officer  in  the  distillery  to  determine  the  quan- 
ity  of  beer  or  wort ;  bat  simply  to  use  the  ascer- 
ained  capacity  of  the  mashtnb  or  fermenting 
rat,  as  a  sort  of  index  to  the  amount  of  alcoholic 
iquor  the  distiller  intended  to  prepare.  To  this 
t  is  probable  the  habits  of  our  citizens  would  op- 
>ose  no  serious  objection.  The  small  rarianee 
hat  might  exist  in  the  fermenting  process  of  dif- 
*erent  vessels  will,  it  is  believed,  make  no  mem- 
>rable  difference  in  the  proceeds.  A  person  ex- 
MrimentaUy  conversant  in  these  proceedings 
KTould  not  fail  to  urge  the  importance  of  causing 
ill  the  fermenting  vessels  to  be  constructed  ac- 
tording  to  a  form  which  the  law  might  prescribe, 
)r  empower  the  revenue  department  to  direct. 

Third,  the  uniformity  already  recommended 
n  the  construction  of  stills  will  naturally  lead  to 
m  equalization  of  the  duty  upon  them*  When 
he  vessels,  apparatus,  and  utensils  of  one  distiN 
ery  shall  be  similar  to  those  of  another,  the  re^ 
pective  proprietors  will  have  no  cause  to  com- 
plain of  disparity ;  nor  will  the  revenue  depart- 
nent  be  puzzled,  as  at  present,  for  a  rule  by  which 
qual  justice  may  be  measured  to  all. 

Fourth.  Concerning  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
ipon  the  distilled  product  itself. 

This  is  introduced  into  this  report  chiefly  for 
he  sake  of  method ;  being  not  a  part  of  the  sub- 
ect  referred,  it  is  not  discussed.  But  if  it  had 
•een  proposed  for  my  consideration,  it  might  have 
een  rapidly  disposed  of,  inasmuch  as  other  Gov- 
rnments  furnish  volumes  of  precedent  and  prac- 
Lee  in  relation  to  it. 

I  have  thus  considered,  in  such  way  as  I  sup- 
losed  pertinent,  the  four  fundamental  modes  of 
qualizing  the  outy ;  but  I  have  by  no  means  ex- 
tausted  the  subject;  other  modes  of  laying  it 
ipon  the  distilling  process  remain  to  be  men- 
ioned. 

Should  Congress  not  venture  to  regulate,  by 
aw,  the  construction  of  stills,  nor  to  refbse  licenses 
:o  those  below  a  certain  and  defined  capacity, 
mother  expedient  may  be  tried.  This  consists 
n  arranging  all  distillatory  vessels  under  three 
leads: 

1.  Stills,  properly  so  called. 

2.  Boilers,  where  steam  is  an  auxiliary. 

3.  New  improvements  on  both,  and  preferred 
:o  both;  of  which  preference  the  erection  should 
w  considered  as  evidence. 

I  shall  examine  them  separately. 

1.  There  is  no  need  of  defining  what  particular 
ipparatus,  or  connexion  of  vessels  and  imple- 
ments, constitute  a  still.  I  take  it  for  granted  the 
meaning  is  perfectly  understood  by  those  who 
superintend  the  revenue,  as  well  as  bv  those  who 
prepare  alcohol.  It  might  be  insisted  that  alt  the 
vessels  coming  under  the  character  of  stills,  as  I 


am  now  eoasfdering  them,  should  be  conformed 
to  a  special  regulation.  To  readei  it  as  little  in- 
convenient as  possible,  the  regulation  might  go 
into  effect  at  an  assigned  future  day,  say  six  or 
twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  the  act;  until 
then  the  present  rate  of  outy  might  be  continued ; 
as  at  present^  stills  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the 
lowest  rate  of  duty.  As  far  as  experiments  war- 
rant a  conclusion,  they  will  hereafter  be  con- 
tinued at  the  most  moderate  tax  of  the  three 
grades.  It  might  be  easy  for  Congress  to  favor 
those  persons  who  promptly  complied  with  the 
new  and  improved  system,  by  exempting  such  as 
were  willing  and  obedient  from  the  payment  of 
the  duty  for  three  or  six  months,  as  an  indemnity, 
encouragement^  or  reward. 

I  present  this  to  your  judgment  as  a  cardinal 
point,  under  a  ftrm  persuasion  that,  with  prudent 
management,  the  reform  may  be  wrought  in  a 
tranquillizing  manner,  without  oppressing,  or 
even  alarming  the  citizen.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment in  the  system  will  be  gradually  introduced, 
and  in  the  end  be  aa  favorable  to  the  interest  ana 
comfort  of  the  distiller  as  to  the  uniformity  of 
layinff  the  duty,  and  the  ease  of  collecting  it. 

3.  Boilers,  as  the  act  expresses  it,  are  the  aten* 
sils  employed  for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam 
in  those  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  for  the  immediate-applica- 
tion of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  spiritooua 
Uquors  are  distilled.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  beea 
satisfied,  during  the  short  and  limited  time  al- 
lowed by  the  authority  tinder  which  I  act.  that 
there  can  be  any  practical  distinction  established 
between  the  several  sorts  of  boilen ;  all  of  them 
are  utensils  or  instruments  of  a  similar  nature; 
they  depend  upon  the  same  principle ;  they  are 
so  analoffous  in  their  nature  and  construction  that 
they  ought  to  form  a  distinct  and  separate  class 
of  cases.  I  therefore  recommend  that  measures 
be  taken  to  cause  boilers  to  be  constructed  accord^ 
iae  to  a  prescribed  rule,  model,  or  form.  They 
will  thus  be  clearly  discriminated  from  stills,  and 
be  arranged  entirely  by  themselves.  This  may 
be  done  under  the  same  provisions,  fmitatig  mw- 
tandiSi  aa  for  stills.  It  will  produce  uniformity, 
or  an  approximation  to  it,  near  enough  for  the 

Krposes  of  revenue;  it  being  understood  what  a 
tier  is,  as  contradistinguished  from  a  still,  and 
all  the  implements  of  that  kind  classed  together, 
they  may  all  be  dutied  upon  a  principle  deduced 
therefrom,  and  pervading  the  whole  class.  The 
existing  statute  appears  to  me  to  be  correct  in  de- 
eidibg  that  boilers  should  pay  a  higher  duty  thaa 
stills.  As  far  as  my  mind  is  guided  by  experi- 
mental assays,  the  present  rate  of  a  double  duty 
is  as  low  as  the  distiller  ought  to  pay,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment to  receive. 

3.  But  I  would  place  ia  a  third  class  all  the 
vessels  and  implements  for  distUhition  varying 
from  stills  and  boilers  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
laWj  and  comprehending  all  improvements  ia 
distillation  after  the  act  went  into  operation.  To 
this  class  of  cases  an  additional  amount  or  third 
rate  of  duty  ought  to  attach*    This  augmented 
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san  nsylM  reMontUy  dtmsBiled,  oader  a  pre* 
•umpiion  tbat  the  oewtst  method  adopted  h  pre- 
ferable to  9LUf  other  ia  use,  or  the  die  tiller  would 
not  employ  it.  To  erect  aad  work  soeh  appa- 
ratus would  admit  a  eoafetroetion  that  it  posaetaet 
oertaia  adTaataaes.  A  greater  quaotity  of  spirit 
prepared  by  eaeh  gallon  of  such  Tessel's  capacity 
wobably  tubiecta  that  Teasel  to  an  increased  tax. 
The  proposal  now  ofiered  will,  it  is  hoped,  serTC 
as  a  reply  to  that  paragraph  ot  the  Commission* 
er's  letter  relating  to  ^  probaUe  cases  arising  from 
new  forms  of  distilling  ressela  that  may  be  intro- 
duced into  use."  The  regulations  or  law  may 
then  follow  close  bv  on  the  heels  of  diseoverie^ 
if  they  do  not  traTel  paripa§$u  with  them. 

Thus  I  have  endeayored  to  fulfil  the  promise  1 
made  you^  by  submitting  to  yonr  dlacemment  mj 
Tiews  of  a  radical  cure  for  the  disorder ;  and,  if 
that  should  he  declined,  of  a  palltatiYc  oanise  of 
tieatment.  Some  other  ideas  pyess  forward  with 
eameetnees,  and  iBiportune  me  to  reduce  them 
to  writing*  I  gratify  them,  and  honor  them  by 
an  incorporation  into  this  report*  Read  on,  and 
you  will  discover  them. 

I  have  attended  to  the  Commissioner's  sugges- 
tions of  proportioning  the  duty,  in  an  ia  verse 
latio,  to  the  height  the  spirit  has  lo  rise  from  the 
bottom  of  the  still.  It  does  not  appear,  from  ex* 
periments^  that  anything  could  be  gained  by  that 
em^dient  j  for  it  wodd  be  easy  to  construct  stills 
eseeedinglT  low,  and  to  take  off  the  spirit  a  few 
ftet  from  the  bottom.  The  bveadth  and  extent  of 
the  evaporating  surface  might  be  subatituted  for 
lieigbt  in  estimating  the  amouat  of  liquor  die- 
ttUed.  Besides^  the  diieimikr  forms  of  the  stilL 
the  diiereat  area  of  snr^e  receiving  caloric  and 
exhaling  vapor,  the  disproportionate  skill  and 
convenience  for  applying  the  fire,  and  several 
other  incidents  to  the  process^  all  concur  to  pro- 
duce varying  resuitS|  which  are  not  sufficiently 
digeeted  to  constitute  the  basis  of  any  fiscal  ar- 
ranffement  that  aims  at  coireeinees. 

fte  means  of  surmounting  these  anomalies  are 
comprehended  in  the  modes  of  reform  proposed 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report^  of  the  dis^ 
^ing  apparatus  itself.  Uatil  semethiag  of  this 
kitd  shall  be  done«  I  do  not  perceive  how  th<»tt 
can  be  either  a  uniibrm  or  eiuial  method  of  lay- 
ing the  dutj.  But  that  uaiformity  being  once 
eeiablished  in  the  construction  of  stills,  will  lead, 
of  course^  to  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  working 
Ihem,  and  thereby  an  equaHcatioB  of  the  product 
Im  so  far  estimated,  thai,  takiag  ihe  several  paru 
of  the  operation  together,  a  rule  may  be  die* 
covered  for  fixing  the  duty  in  a  &ir  and  equal 
way  upon  their  evaporating  surfaces. 

It  is  also  suggested  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
B«venue,  that  possibly  the  capacity  of  the  vessels 
conveying  the  steam  might  censtitiite  a  better 
principle  for  the  imposition  of  tha  duty  than  the 
capacity  of  the  vessels  in  which  it  is  generated. 
I  have  attended  to  this  point  as  minutely  as  I 
oould ;  and  have  not  been  able  to  derive  from  it 
any  practical  rule.  The  main  difiicnlty  arises 
from  the  velocity  of  steam,  like  that  of  any  other 
fluid  m  a  small  pipe,  enabling  it  to  transmit  an 


equal  or  even  n  greater  quantity  tbaa,  ondo  a 
slow  movement,  will  be  conveyed  by  a  Inryer  em. 
The  diameter  thus  affording  no  safe  critenoo,  uj 
duty  predicated  upoa  it  would,  aa  far  as  my  ob* 
servation  and  judgment  go,  be  but  a  mere  esti- 
mate, and  a  very  rough  one  too,  of  the  dot|  chat 
a  boiler  ought  to  pay. 

The  intricacy  of  tracing  the  »|>licaciea  of 
steam  to  a  measure  of  capacity  or  any  kiad  k 
increased  by  the  conetaat  progress  of  taveatieB 
and  discovery.    The  talent  of  oiv  citiseDs  is  in- 
cessantly occupied  in  devising  novel  and  im- 
poved  methods  of  doing  business.    One  of  the 
later  contrivances,  and  a  most  inaenloaa  one  tos^ 
is  to  carry  the  alcoholic  vapor  of  the  still  direct 
into  a  wooden  vessel  of  clean  water.    The  steam 
of  the  spirit  soon  raises  the  water  to  the  boiliag 
point.    It  then  distils  over  into  anotber  vessS 
containing  water,  which,  being  heated  ia  like 
manner  by  the  condensed  steam,  paaeea  over  to  a 
succeeding  one.    This  operation  is  enrried  on 
through  a  series  of  vesselsi  which  perform  the 
work  of  distillation  and  reetlfieatton  at  once. 
And,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  openuoas)  con- 
ducted by  means  of  capacious  aad  sueecwve 
boilers,  the  duty  is  construed  to  attach  the  body 
of  the  still,  or  thera  is  a  dispate,  ar  perhaps  a 
lawsuit,  with  the  collector  aboat  it. 

Experiments  are  likewise  makiag  to  distil  ip- 
rits  in  an  apparatus  exhausted  of  aimeaphcrit  air. 
By  performing  the  operation  wi  aoaw^  it  is  nv> 
sumed  much  fuel  will  be  saved  oa  aceoaat  ofda 
easier  rise  of  vapor.  The  authon  of  this  prajeet 
are  very  sanguine  in  their  expectation  of  a  highly 
advantageous  result.  It  is  within  mj  knowledge 
that  attempts  are  making  to  quiekea  aad  eeoee- 
mixe  the  evaporating  or  distilling  progrewby  the 
removal  of  atmospheric  pressure*  The  ceaiiss* 
ance  of  experiments  will,  in  time,  shov  their 
bearing  and  importance. 

The  way  of  laying  the  duty  upon  the  stcan 
tube,  when  traced  to  its  source,  resolves  itself  iato 
a  duty  on  the  fireplace,  or  rather  Into  a  duty  upon 
the  fuel  consumed  ia  the  fireplace  of  a  distitoy. 

I  shall  offer  a  few  rensarks  upon  the  prtieet  of 
laying  the  dutieti  on  the  fuel  employed  im  disiik* 
linff  spirits  before  I  conclude  my  task. 

The  capacity  of  the  firepUce  has  heeo  pro- 
posed as  the  measure  of  the  dotv.  To  me  the 
fuel  actvaUy  consumed  in  a  distiUery  seeais  pre- 
ferable. The  quantity  of  fuel  burned  per  month 
or  per  year  in  a  distillery  can  be  ascertained  ex- 
actly. Each  cord  of  wood,  or  an  equivalent  in 
coal,  may  be  estimated  to  produce  a  cocreapoad- 
ing  quantity  of  spirit  There  may  be  amall  vari- 
ationsy  according  as  maple,  birch,  beech,  oak, 
hickory,  pine,  or  any  other  wood  is  emfjoyed. 
The  calculation  might  be  made  upon  oak,  as  ikt 
most  common  in  the  United  States.  The  average 
ratio  between  the  fuel  burned  and  the  spirit  piiK 
duced  can  be  ascertaiaed  without  any  seriom  iif* 
fieulty. 

Fire  is  the  agent  by  means  of  which  viaous 
matter  is  turned  to  alcoholic.  If  the  quantity  and 
strength  of  the  agent  could  be  measared,  tach 
mea9ure  would  be  precisely  what  we  want.  Tbt 
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eaiofie  pMUflf  into  the  stili,  boiUr.  or  o&har  ¥#•- 
ael,  being  ascertaioed,  there  wool^  be  a  neatare 
of  the  Tapor  or  ipirit  eleTated. 

Fael  either  eootains  the  caloric,  ot'  pot^cwei, 
during  its  iofiammatieiii  the  power  of  extricating, 
of  ezcitiag,  or  of  eoHectiag  that  calorie.  A  dis- 
covery of  the  raeao  rate  at  which  bntoioff  fuel 
prodseet  spirit  woald  enafale  a  yerf  equitabfe  rale 
to  be  established  as  to  the  qaaatity  of  spirit  dis- 
tilled from  theqoantitf  of  fuel  consamcd* 

The  duty  niigbt  tbas  be  laid  apon  the  wood 
pile,  or,  if  coal  was  employed,  upon  the  coal  yard. 
The  object  is  to  gather  moae^  into  the  Treas- 
nry,  for  the  priTilege  of  barniag  fuel  to  distil 
spirits.  The  qnanttty  of  fael  coiud  be  oieasured, 
wiikoat  prying  into  the  secrets  of  prirate  tran- 
sactions. .  The  bulk  of  the  articles  would  pre- 
vent nanch  concealn»ent  and  fraad.  The  amount 
would  be  altogether  an  out^oMopr  bosioess. 
The  permit  may  specify  leave  to  distil  as  much 
spirit  as  the  numoer  of  loads  or  cords  therein 
mentioned  conld  produce,  or  license  to  consume 
the  prescribed  qnnntity  or  fuel  for  the  purpose  of 
distilling  ardent  i^its. 

i  have  thiu  reviewed  the  subject,  as  it  relates 
to  the  levying  the  oontribntion  upon  the  raw  ma- 
terialy  upon  the  fermeDtation,  upon  the  dlsUlln- 
tioo,  and  upon  the  spiriuuMis^roduot.  I  have 
considered  the  consequences  of  classing  the  dis- 
tillatory apparatus  into  stills,  boilers,  and  improve- 
ments, and  of  dutying  them  accordingly.  I  have 
discttsaed  the  altitude  of  the  still,  the  capacity  of 
the  steam  tub&  and  the  consumption  of  fuel  in 
the  fireplace.  But  if,  after  all  that  has  been  pro- 
posed, It  should  seem  difficult  to  decide  upon  any 
of  them,  another  resort,  the  simplest  and  perhaps 
the  best  of  the  whole,  is  left  to  the  financial  cal- 
culator. 

This  ismereljr  to  collect  fram  each  and  every 
distillery,  or  individual  body  of  distilling  appara- 
tus, a  stipulated  s«m,  without  regard  to  the  mag- 
nitude or  eitent  of  the  works.  This  sum  ought  to 
be  a  minimum,  such  as  the  smallest  permitted 
might  pay. 

There  is  a  striiting  analogy  between  the  licenses 
to  retail  spirituous  uqnors  and  on  licenses  to  distil 
them.  The  tax  on  production  is  the  correlative 
to  that  on  consumption.  In  the  former  ease,  no 
question  is  asked  whether  the  retailer  has  a  good 
run  of  custom  or  notj  and  in  the  latter,  why 
should  the  Qevernment  agitate  iueif  and  torment 
the  distiller  to  find  out  whether  he  is  successfil 
in  his  business  or  otheiwise?  Let  the  Treasurv 
take  a  reasonnble  sum  from  each  and  be  satisfieo. 

The  suppression  of  distillers  at  home,  by  an 
undoe  and  exorbitant  duty,  is  a  very  dubious 
policy.  The  discontinuance  of  business  by  many 
0i  them  is  followed  by  an  increased  importation 
of  rum,  brandy,  and  other  distilled  spirits  from 
abroad.  The  Treasury  loses  the  doty  of  excise 
on  the  distillation,  but  it  gains  by  the  impost  on 
entry.  Yet  the  people  drink  the  spirit.  1  there- 
fore suppose  the  fiscal  and  moral  accounts  are 
balanced. 

In  this  posture  of  a&irs  I  have  been  induoed 
to  submit  whether,  under  existing  circumstancen,  J 


the  sum  of  (twenty  or  more)  dollars  be  laid  qmh 
each  distilling  apparatus  worked  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  any  calculation  of  quantity, 
quality,  capacity,  or  anything  else. 

A  review  of  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
this  business  will  show  that,  between  the  years 
1790  and  1796,  it  was  discovered,  by  a  most  in- 

Cenious  citisen  of  Pennsylrania,  how  steam  might 
e  applied  to  heat,  and  even  to  evapomte  liquors: 
how  the  fluid  to  be  distilled  mi^ht  be  employed 
to  condense  the  vapor  of  the  spirit ;  how  the  pro* 
ject  of  a  perpetual  still  was  conceived ;  and  how 
the  renkoval  of  atmospheric  pressure  by  the  air- 
pomp  had  been  thought  of.  And  since  that  time 
brown  and  West's  patent,  in  ISOa^  for  distilling 
in  tubs;  that  of  Bernard  in  1811,  and  of  Gamble 
in  1812,  for  something  in  the  nature  of  -*—  in^ 
provements  on  the  same  process;  and  lastly,  Qil- 
iespie's  mode  of  distilling  spirits  by  means  elf  res- 
ervoirs for  holding  the  liquids^  cut  out  of  the  solid 
wood  of  large  trees  felled,  squared,  and  suitably 
excavated  for  the  application  of  fire  and  sieam; 
all  evince  the  uaparalleled  assiduity  and  indomi- 
table persevemnce  with  which  the  economy  of 
distiUatiott  has  been  pursued.  The  ingenuity  of 
our  citizens,  in  this  respect,  deserves  the  warmest 
encomium. 

But  I  have  one  other  remark  to  ofier  in  favor 
of  a  moderate  dutv  on  alcoholic  spirit.  Man  is 
not  a  mere  water*drinking  animal;  or  if  lie  is  so, 
it  is  only  in  the  states  of  society  where  ignorance 
or  servitude  prevails.  Cultivation  and  freedom 
teach  him  the  advantage  of  sustaining  the 
strength  of  the  laboring  citizen  by  mingling 
some  stimulant  or  invigorating  ingredient  wim 
his  draught.  Wine  is  too  dear  for  genemi  uas. 
Malt  liqtiors  are  not  universally  congenial  to  the 
palate^and  stomach.  VegeUbie  infusions,  as  of 
ssffron  and  spruce,  have  but  a  limited  demand. 
Cider  toe  often  offends  the  bowels  and  the  kid- 
neys by  its  sourness. 

Our  country  abounds  in  corn  attd  the  other 
materials  whence  spirit  can  be.dhiwn.  A  gteai 
deal  more  is  raised  than  is  necessary  to  support 
iu  inhabitants  with  food.  There  seems  to  be  a 
strong  plea  for  eonvertinff  into  drink  that  part  of 
the  gram  which  the  people  do  not  intend  to  eat. 
If  they  who  enjoy  liberty  will  or  must  have  some 
comfortable  potation,  I  am  satisfied  that  whiskey 
is  the  be«t.  The  harm  to  be  dreaded  arises,  not 
from  taking  it  within  the  bounds  of  health  and 
moderation,  but  from  swallowing  too  miich. 
Against  all  excesses  and  evils  of  this  kind^  I 
scarcely  suppose  It  necessary  for  me  to  bid  an  ii^ 
telligent  and  virtuous  people^beware  I 

The  whole  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUBL  L.  MITCHILL. 


D. 


Philadelphia,  July  27, 1816. 

DfiAB  SiB :  Your  request,  that  I  will  give  yon 
my  opinion  on  the  best  mode  of  layioff  an  e<;|ual 
duty  on  spirituous  liquors  made  in  the  United 
States,  also  keeping  in  view  a  simple  plan  of  col^ 
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teetimir  shall  be  complied  witli  n  far  as  my  lal- 
-eau  will  reach. 

The  different  plans  resorted  to  in  Europe  are, 
a  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  including  the 
liead ;  a  duty  on  the  liquor  distilled,  of  a  certain 
standard  strength ;  and  a  duty  on  the  wash  before 
it  is  distilled.  The  tax  on  the  still  and  head  I 
belieye  to  be  the  only  way  in  which  a  fair  duty 
can  be  collected  on  the  distilleries  in  America : 
it  is  more  equal,  easier  of  collection,  and  less 
liable  to  fraud,  with  less  irritation.  I  think  the 
duty,  at  present,  should  not  exceed  one  dollar  per 
gallon  on  the  capacity  of  the  still  and  head,  with-' 
oat  including  the  condensing  part,  which,  if  taken 
in,  would  operate  verj  unequal,  as  those  which 
have  little  water  require  larger  condensing  power ; 
those  which  have  plenty  of  water,  but  little  room 
for  condensation ;  it  therefore  could  not  operate 
equally ;  also,  the  condensing  part  would  be  im- 
mediately so  reduced,  that  GioTemment  would 
get  but  little  by  it,  and  cause  much  irritation. 
Where  the  duty  is  laid  on  the  still  and  head,  the 
lax  must  be  paid ;  there  is  no  intricacyi  and  little 
trouble  in  collection.  The  duty  on  spirits  of  a 
atandard  strength,  at  first  Tiew,  looks  well;  but 
whererer  it  is  put  in  practice,  such  a  scene  of 
fraud,  false  swearing,  and  yillany  takes  place,  as 
can  scarcely  be  believed ;  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  collect  the  tax,  cTen  if  you  were  to  place 
one  officer  to  every  two  distilleries  in  the  United 
Btates;  and  even  then  ?ou  would  not  get  the 
whole.  This  aiode  Would  be  so  expensive  and 
troublesome,  and  attended  with. such  difficulties, 
as  to  render  it,  in  this  country,  almost  impossible. 
When  the  distilleries  are  very  large  ana  few  in 
•Bomber,  the  difficulties  would  not  be  so  great; 
and  then  you  would  not  get  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  liquor  made  from  many,  while 
•others  would  give  the  whole. 

A  tax  on  the  wash,  ascertained  by  gauging,  is 

2|uite  as  bad,  and  deception  as  easily  practised, 
t  is  also  very  unequal ;  molasses  wash  contains 
«lNmt  twelve  ffer  cent.,  cider  ten,  peach  twelve, 
and  grain  wash  three  to  five.  To  the  eastward 
they  work  the  wash  very  thin,  say  three  per  cent.; 
in  Lancaster  county,  and  westward,  four  to  five 
per  cent.  The  .difficulties  appear  to  me  insur- 
mountable in  either  of  the  last^mentioned  cases, 
and  would  destroy  the  distilling  business  almost 
certainly.  Tiiis,  I  should  suppose,  the  Qovern- 
ment  would  not  like  to  do,  but  rather  foster  it  in 
«  proper  manner. 

Xiet  us  now  examine  how  the  duty  on  the  stills 
will  bear  to  each  other,  viz :  the  common  stUl, 
the  flat  still,  the  boiler  and  wooden  still,  and  the 
still  where  the  wash  is  used  instead  of  water  to 
condense  the  steam  raised  bv  distillation. 

1.  The  common  still.  One  wash  still  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  gallons,  with  its  attendant 
still  of  sixty  gallons  for  rectifying,  will  pay  three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  (present  duty)  in  one 
year.  This  wash  still  will  be  run,  into  common 
lour  times  in  twenly-four  hours,  charged  with 
ninety  gallons  of  wash  each  tim^  (there  must  be 
room  for  the  wash  to  boil  up,  and  not  run  over  in 
Ihe  condensing  part,)  which,  on  an  average,  when 


the  wash  is  four  per  ceaL,  will  piodaoe  fc 
gallons  of  whiskey  in  twenty^fitmr  honrS}  fi&eca 
per  cent,  below  proof  by  Dieaa.  Dedvet  for  a- 
sualiies,  such  as  the  stills  getting  oot  of  orier. 
want  of  a  supply  of  grain,  (whick  often  kappe^L} 
sav  thirty  days,  makes  3,370  galions  in  oae  year, 
wnich  is  nine  cents  per  gallon ;  this  sdii  tluity- 
two  inches,  bottom  forty  widest  part,  thirty  iachcs 
deep,  with  a  head. 

2. '  The  flat  still.  Still  sixtjr  laches  bottom,  let 
inches  deep,  charge  ninety  gallcms  wash,  sum 
fire  and  attendance  as  the  e«>aamon  Mill,  will  gia 
about  one  distillation  in  fifteen,  and  acit  mos. 
It  has  been  for  some  time  rcceiTed  as  a  &et.  tha 
an  extended  surface  yields  a  more  couoas  evaps> 
ration,  independent  of  the  qoantity  ot  liquor ;  tte 
may  bs  true  in  part ;  experience  docs  not  verifj 
it,  but  to  a  email  extent.  The  boilers  of  thestsaa 
engines  are,  perhaps,  the  best  proof  of  this.  Grev 
has  been  the  ingenuity  expended  oo  this  subject; 
the  difference  as  yetis  but  small ;  the  qoaatiiy  of 
fuel  and  water  being  the  same,  the  shape  of  the 
boiler  is  of  no  great  importance  ;  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  fireplace  is  more  to  be  attended 
to,  that  the  wood  may  be  consomed  ia  te  bat 
manner.  Count  Ramford  has^ll  thiak,  M  the 
public  astray  somewhat  by  small  experimcDts. 
The  common  still  and  flat  still  tamj  be  raa  tea  or 
twelve  times  in  twenty*four  hoars,  bnt  thes  ^m 
put  in  but  seventy  gallons  of  cider  or  mohaes 
wash,  and  increase  the  fire  mnch;  grain  vnb 
would  not  bear  the  operation ;  it  wonid  barau^ 
destroy  the  liquor ;  and,  indeed,  with  cither  tlieff 
is  nothing  gained. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  steam  boiler  and  still 
attached  to  it.  Much  more  has  been  said  oa  tkii 
subject  than  is  true  ;  the  distillation  is  not  neie 
rapid  than  the  other.  The  duty  being  Isid  « 
the  boiler  was,  1  think,  a  great  mistake. -The  stills 
are  certainly  the  proper  vessels  to  lay  thedaty 
on.  A  boiler  of  100  gallons  amy  be  made  to  vovk 
two  BtUls  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  eseJi 
with  one  still  of  100  gallons  for  rectifying;  the 
steam  is  let  into  the  two  stills  altcmalel/^  and 
from  one  into  the  other ;  also  from  either  iato  tbe 
rectifying  still.  The  duty  oa  the  haUer  of  100 
gallons  would  be  9^32  for  one  year;  the  duty  oa 
the  three  stills  would  be  81,662.  The  ouaatiiy  ^ 
whiskey  these  stills  would  make  is  about  05  to 
70  gallons  per  day,  fifteen  percent,  below  proof ; 
deduct  thirty  days  for  casoaities,  and  yon  have 
17.500  gallons,  rather  more  than  tea  cents  per 
gallon.  Perhaps  eight  cents  would  be  fouid 
nearer  the  trata ;  the  doty  on  the  boiler  about 
two  cents;  this  is  about  a  fair  representatioa. 
The  boilers  in  use,  when  they  were  first  taxedL 
were  large ;  the  tax  soon  brought  them  into  smali 
compass.  Tlie  stills  cannot  be  reduced.  It  ougfct 
to  be  observed,  that  this  mode  of  distillation  tes 
the  advantage  of  not  burning  the  liquor,  aad  is 
not  so  liable  to  run  foul,  (that  is,  run  over  isto 
the  worm.)  which,  when  it  does,  the  distillttioa 
must  be  stopped  for  awhile.  It  should  sho  be 
mentioned  that  it  is  somewhat  dangerous,  sad  it 
throws  too  much  water  into  the  wa»,  which  lea- 
ders it  impossible  to  get  the  whole  of  the  whinny 
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from  it.  The  coadoasiiig  ptrt  of  these  stills  is 
smailt  not  more  than  U  usQalljr  attaehed  to  a 
common  siUl  of  100  gallons. 

The  sabject  requires  further  inTestigation.  I 
will  eodearor  soon  to  make  some  experiments  on 
these  stills;  ereporation,  as  yet,  being  but  little 
anderstood. 

The  improTed  still,  where  the  wash  is  made 
use  of  to  condense  the  steam  in  place  of  water,  is 
not  to  be  examined.  These  are  usually  run  off 
six  tines  in  twenty^foor  hours ;  of  course  one- 
third  more  of  whiskey  is  made  in  twenty*fonr 
hours,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  six  cents  per  gal- 
lon. This,  at  first  view,  appears  unequal ;  but 
really  no  distiller  has  any  cause  of  complaint. 
If  those  that  use  the  common  still  do  not  see 
some  adrantage  in  i^  they  would  adopt  the  other, 
which  would  equalize  the  duty  at  once.  This 
improTed  still  does  not  run  faster  than  the  com- 
moa  still,  neither  can  you  put  in  a  larger  charge, 
at  it  is  as  liable  to  run  foul  as  the  common  still. 
The  gain  is  wholly  in  making  use  of  the  wash  in 
place  of  water,  by  which  three  distillations  are 
made  in  place  of  two;  the  wood  ssTed  is  also 
coasiderable ;  the  difference  oflabor  very  trifling. 
The  Gofemment  would  do  wrong  to  lay  a  tax 
on  ingenuity.  If  every  impro?ement  in  the  arts 
would  afford  the  United  States  as  much  money 
u  this  has  done,  they  ought  to  be  satisfied ;  be- 
sides, the  principle  is  a  wrong  one.  If  in  place 
of  the  United  States  gi?inff  a  bounty  on  this, 
they  should  prohibit  it  bj  laying  a  heavy  ta^, 
tod  bring  back  the  distillation  to  the  old  form, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  rerenue? 
There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  lessened  rery 
mueb.  If  a  tax  had  been  laid  on  it  when  first 
brought  into  use,  it  would  hare  been  fatal  to  it. 
This  wtt  proposed  in  Congress  in  the  year  1811 ; 
bat,  it  was  observed,  they  would  not  consent  to 
lay  a  tax  on  ingenuity.  In  the  year  1705 1  went 
to  Lancaster,  and  built  a  mill  and  distillery  near 
Columbia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannah. 
At  this  time  there  was,  I  belicTe,  not  more  than 
Uiirty  or  forty  small  distilleries  in  Lancaster 
county,  making  from  twelve  to  fifteen  gallons 
per  day.  The  current  opinion  then  was,  that 
•tills  laiser  than  120  gallons  could  not  be  used  to 
profit,  liaving  discovered  the  principle  of  con- 
veying heat  by  steam  in  the  year  1700, 1  showed 
e  plan  of  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  asked  him  if 
he  thought  it  new,  narticulariy  its  application  to 
distillation.  He  said  he  thought  it  was ;  he  had 
not  met  with  it  before.  After  satisfying  myself 
it  was  correct,  I  put  it  into  use  in  Philadelphia, 
snd  took  out  a  patent  for  it  in  1704.  In  the  year 
1795  i  built  a  distillery  at  Columbia  to  work 
with  steam,  which  was  worked  in  this  way  three 

I  rears.  Meeting  with  an  accident,  from  the  care- 
essness  of  one  of  the  workmen,  I  discontinued  it. 
In  the  meantime  1  had  discovered  that  the  wash 
condensed  the  steam  nearly  as  well  as  water,  end 
the  steam  passing  under  it  without  pressure. 
Would  not  make  it  boil ;  of  course^  if  it  was  con- 
fined in  a  close  wooden  vessel,  there  would  be  no 
^o»  by  evaporation;  this  was  in  the  years  1796 
And  1700.    The  distillery  was  then^  pat  up  en 


this  plan,  i  would  here  observe,  if  cider  or  mo* 
lasses  wash  is  used  to  condense  the  steam,  they 
are  made  to  boil,  and  the  loss  of  liquor  is  great. 

From  this  period  you  may  date  the  great  in- 
crease of  distillation  in  Pennsylvania,  and  also 
to  the  Bast,  West,  and  South.  I  believe  it  is 
correct  to  sav  that  there  are  one-third  more  dis- 
tillerias  in  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  had  not  this  improvement  taken  place.  Of 
course,  it  is  fair  to  state  that  the  revenue  on  dis- 
tilling has  been  increased  one-third;  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  out  of  the  way  to  say  one-half. 
Now,  had  a  tax  been  laid  on  it,  a  damp  would 
have  been  felt^and  the  present  revenue  would 
have  been  much  less.  Many  distillers  wish  a 
tax  laid  on  it  even  now,  that  others  may  be  de- 
terred going  into  the  business.  The  United 
States  have  received  much  revenue  from  thb  in- 
vention. How  has  the  inventor  been  remuner- 
sted?  Scarcely  at  all.  Distillers  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  putting  them  up  and  using  them, 
without  paying  the  moderate  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
for  a  still  of  1^  gallons.  Why  did  you  not 
bring  an  action  against  them  ?  Law  suits  are  so 
expensive,  and  my  time  mken  up  to  make  a  liv* 
ing  for  a  large  iamilyy  and  no  money  that  1  could 
spare  for  that  purpose,  prevented  me,  and  still 
does  so.  I  certainly  ought  to  have  something  for 
it.    How  to  come  at  it  I  do  not  know. 

The  subject  of  an  equal  tax  on  distillation  has 
employed  my  thotights  for  twenty  yean,  and  I 
am  convinced  there  is  no  mode  of  coming  at  it 
in  this  country,  where  the  distilleries  are  so  ex- 
tended, otherwise  than  laying  a  fair  tax  on  the 
still  and  head.  I  cannot  see  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  this.  It  is  certainly  more  equal  than 
any  other,  easier  for  collection,  more  simple,  and 
cannot  be  weU  used  without  paying  for  it. 

The  diatillation  in  America  will  require  great 
care  and  much  attention  from  the  GovemmenC. 
How  far  the  admission  of  foreign  liquors  will 
interfere ;  whether  it  is  more  for  the  general  in- 
terest to  suffer  foreigners  to  supply  this  country, 
or  to  supply  ourselves ;  various  are  the  opinions 
on  the  matter.  I  suppose  there  may  be  used  in 
this  countrjr  about  twenty-four  millions  of  gal* 
Ions  of  spirituous  liquors,  about  three  gsllons  to 
each  individual.  If  .4his  is  imported,  the  revenue 
will  be  considerable ;  if  made  at  home,  much  less. 
In  time  of  war,  the  revenue  would  almost  cease. 
It  would  not  then  be  posaible  to  obtain  a  revenue 
from  home-made  liquors  under  two  or  three  years. 
At  present,  these  are  combined;  foreign  liquors 
are  admitted  subject  to  a  duty  of  forty  cents  per 
gallon,  home-made  liquors  to  a  tax  of  about  eight 
cents* '  This,  I  think,  is  not  a  sufficient  difference, 
and,  while  it  continues,  foreign  liquors  will  supply 
the  market  in  the  United  States.  This  probably 
will  be  denied,  but,  if  searched  into,  will  be  found 
to  be  nearly  correct. 

I  believe  France,  England,  Spain,  or  Holland 
do  not  admit  foreign  liquors  onanv  terms,  as  thev 
are  able  to  supply  themselves  ;  and  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  what  an  enormous  sum  of  money  we 
should  pay  to  foreigners  for  an  article  the  United 
States  can  make  themselves.    The  duty,  in  my 
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opiaion,  thonld  not  be  1cm  Uimi  wTeiity  ccata  per 
nllon  OD  foreJ|;D  liqnors.  Tfait  will  lay  a  foon- 
Sitioo  for  as  increased  re?eaae  from  domestic 
liquors  whenerer  it  may  be  wanted.  If  soice- 
tbifig  of  tbis  kind  is  no^  done,  tbe  dtstilliag  ia  tbe 
United  States  is  nearly  at  an  end*  Sbould  tbings 
ooDtinue  as  tbey  are  at  present  for  nine  mootbs, 
I  am  very  ceruin  tbere  will  be  scarcely  one  dis- 
tillery or  grain  on  tbis  side  of  tbe  moantains. 
Tbe  farminff  interest  is  deeply  cooeerned  in  tbe 
business,  and  will  feel  tbe  stoppage  ot  distilleries 
?ery  sensibly.    Tbis  state  of  tbe  diatilleries  was 

Siintcd  ont  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
cans,  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  tbe 
Commissioner  of  tbe  Reyenue,  last  February  was 
twelve  montbs,  directly  after  tbe  peace,  by  a  cobi- 
mittee  of  tbree  distillers,  wbo  waited  on  tbem 
for  tbat  purpose.  Tbey  were  tbopgbt  to  be  ioter- 
eated,  and  no  attention  was  paid  to  wbat  tbey 
said. 

I  would  now  inform  you  tbat  more  tban  one 
dollar  per  gallon  on  tbe  eapaeity  of  tbe  still  and 
bead  will  be  improper  and  really  injurious  to  tbe 
revenue.  It  bas  often  been  said  tbat  a  bigh  duty 
sbonld  be  laid  on  wbiskey  to  prevent  tbe  tise  of  it. 
Tbis  18  so  stale  an  observation,  and  so  untrue^  ae 
to  be  wortb  no  notice.  People  will  drink  it ;  and, 
as  it  is  tbe  principal  beverage  in  tbe  United  Btaus, 
it  cannot  be  done  witbont.  Tbis  being  tbe  case, 
it  is  better  to  keep  tbe  money  at  bome  tban  to  give 
it  to  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  tbis  article. 

It  will  be  objected  by  the  distillers  of  molasses 
that  tbis  mode  of  tax  will  operate  very  unfavor- 
ably to  their  business.  A  still  employed  in  tbe 
makinff  of  rum  from  molasses  will  stand  thus : 
one  stili  of  1,100  gallons,  with  its  attendant  rce- 
tiAcr  of  250,  will  pay^boot  $3,200  pev  yeaivt(about ' 
«13  per  day ;)  these  stUls  wiU  make  about  130 
gaUotts  of  rum  in  twelve  hours,  which  in  about 
ten  cents  per  gallon  ^  and  if  worlEed  tbe  twenty- 
four  hours,  willreduce  the  duty  to  6  cents.  This, 
therefore,  can  be  no  hardship  on  them.  Present 
state  of  tbe  market  of  foreign  and  domesde 
liqnors :  imported  liqnors  from  90  cents  to  91  ^ 
per  gallon ;  domestic.  56  to  65  cents  per  gallon ; 
rye,  91 ,25  per  bushel ;  com,  $1  30  per  biubel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witb  mucb  respect, 
yours,  ALBX  AND£RSON. 

Samdul  H.  Smith,  Bsq., 

Cbmiitiifiofier  of  ike  /Zeeenue. 


E. 
PHiL4nfiLPHU,  Sq>t*  12, 1816. 

DiAn  Sib:  I  will  now  endeavor  to  send  you 
the  result  of  tbe  experiments  made,  as  I  pro* 
posed.  I  am  not  apt  in  expressing  my  tbougbts 
on  paper.  If  I  were  witb  you  a  day  or  two,  I 
could  give  you  a  much  dearer  view  of  things 
tban  by  writing. 

These  experiments  were  made  witb  a  boiler 
containing  twenty«six  gallons  wben  fall ;  twenty 
^Uons  of  water  put  mto  it,  (tbe  boiler  steam 
tight,)  six  gallons  being  left  out.  that  tbe  water 
might  have  room  to  boil  up  and  not  run  over; 
fire  made  undct  it  witb  common  pine  wood.    In 


forty<^ve  ipinntes  it  began  to  bnil^  to  do  this 
coasHflMd  twenly-two  pounds  of  iroo4;  tbe  wa- 
ter, wben  put  into  the  boiler,  was  63  dtgim  bf 
Fsbrenbeit's  thermometer.  So,  than,  twenty- 
two  pounds  of  wood  communicated  to  eneb  gdr 
Ion  of  water  149  degrees  of  heat  to  make  it  bed^ 
or  2,980  degrees  to  3ie  whole,  or  twenty  giUons. 
There  was  a  oonirivnnce  to  snppljr  the  waste 
water  in  the  boiler,  so  as  to  keep  it  always  to 
twenty  gallons.  The  steam  was  then  let  inioi 
wooden  vessel,  in  whicb  were  forty  gnlloas  it 
water,  63  degrees.  In  niaety*tbree  nainntes,iiK 
forty  gallons  of  water  began  to  boil ;  romMri 
under  the  boiler  fort]^»five  pounds  of  wood  it 
these  nioety-tbree  miontes.  The  qnanticy  d 
water  passed  in  steam  from  tbe  boOer  into  tk 
forty  gallons  and  condensed  was  aevcn  galbns; 
tbis  ascertained  by  actual  measnreaianL  I  pec 
in  forty  gallons,  and  measared  out  46.75  gallomL 
25  or  one  quart  being  allowed  for  wnste  by  evap^ 
oration,  as  tbe  water  was  bot  wben  saeajofed; 
tbe  beat  tbat  passed  witb  tbe  saeam  eMunynl- 
cated  to  each  of  tbe  forty  gallons  119  degrees,  or 
5,960  to  tbe  whole.  So  that  each  gaUon  of  war 
ter  raised  ia  steam  conveyed  with  it  851  degrees 
of  beat,  aad  eeoeumed  mtber  more  than  six 
pounds  of  wood. 

Tbe  above  i^  tbe  result  of  a  nimaber  of  eaicfiil 
experiments.  Let  ua  now  see  bow  tbia  will  bsv 
on  disiiliatiooi  and  bow  iar  it  equnlixes  it. 

In  ibe  first  plaee,  it  plainly  shows  tbnt  tbe  dii> 
tillation  by  steam  is  not  quicker  thnn  1^  tbo  naked 
fire. 

Tbe  boiler  of  twenty-eix  gnlloas  pnases  orcr 
five  gallons  per  hour,  giving  aixty  gnUeos  in 
twelve  bours,  nnd  twelve  boon  to  bnnr  tbe  wmk 
from  coldtoboiling,makingaboatfoiir&tillatisBi 
in  twenty-four  bours,  is  very  senr  tbe  woik  is 
common  distilleries,  when  a  wash  atiU  is  ved  of 
one  bnodred  and  twenty  galiony  nnd  a  doi^bag 
still  of  forty-five  gallons.  As  tie  wooden  i^ls 
for  a  twenty^stx  g^lon  boiler  wonld  be  nbont  the 
same  size^  tbe  quantity  of  liquor  uMide  wooid  be 
about  tbe  same.  If  you  enlarge  tbe  eiilis  ttt 
proportion  would  be  about  tbe  same,  as  the  sleaa 
has  no  advantage  over  the  naked  fire,  ^at  tbe 
duty  is  very  unequal  on  tbe  twca^-*six  gallon 
boiUr;  tbe  duty  is  $112  32  per  year;  en  tbe  atklk 
ofl20andforty.fivegnUons,ttisC37a.  Now,  if 
tbe  doty  were  on  tbe  wooden  sti&s,  mod  not  on 
tbe  boiler,  tbe  thing  wonld  be  nearly  equal ;  aad 
if  tbis  sbould  be  tbe  cnee,  tbey  would  gsun  but 
little  by  enlargiBg  the  boiler,  as  tbey  nuut  slss 
enlarge  tbe  itius.  You  can  use  n  sannll  boiler  to 
a  large  still ;  but  if  yon  raise  a  huqga  quantity  (^ 
water  liom  a  large  boiler  or  fine,  nnd  pass  it 
through  a  small  quantity  of  wntb,  yon  gnin  bet 
little,  as  you  wonld  then  raise  so  larapa  n  props^ 
tion  of  water  from  tbis  rapid  distillation  as  nesrif 
to  defeat  tbe  purpose  of  distillation. 

If  you  employ  tbe  oondeaser,  and  make  use  of 
tbe  wash  to  condense  ibe  steam  arising  h  the 
distillation,  tbe  work  done  would  bo  aboocoee- 
third  more.  I  would  also  observe,  tbat  tbef  esn'- 
not  use  in  the  wooden  stiUs  more  tbaa  two-tidrds 
of.  tbe  capacity  of  tbe  Mi  dot  wnsb,  as  iosb 
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IINI8I  be  l«ft  for  the  increase  of  wattr  bv  ihe  eon* 
densed  steem,  and  for  the  wash  to  boil  up  with- 
out niflDiDg  over,  which;  haWoi^  no  head,  they 
are  liable  to  do. 

The  dtitv  being  laid  on  the  boiler  is  eertainly 
wrmif.  If  laid  on  the  still,  the  steam  distillatioa 
has  no  advantage  over  the  others. 

The  experiments  above  detailed  lay  the  whole 
of  distillation  before  yoo.  From  them,  simple  as 
thejr  seem,  yon  can  come  at  anything  wanted  in 
diatillatioo,  both  evaporation  and  condensation. 
I  have  been  partionkir  in  them,  and  know  them  to 
lie  accurate.  It  has  taken  me  a  fortnight  to  ac- 
complish them.  If  your  allowance  bad  been 
larger,  I  would  have  porsned  the  principle  through 
all  the  ramifications  of  distillatioa.  As  it  is,  you 
have  the  pith;  and  anything  may  be  known  in 
distfUatioo,  and  also  of  the  steam  engine,  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  lar|e  distillation,  and  will 
soon  be  emplored  ia  the  distHlerfes  of  min  that 
work  constantly.  A  small  engine  will  serve  to 
grind  the  grain,  and  where  light  steam  is  used,  it 
will  soon  be  found  a  great  saving  of  fuel  to  use 
the  steam  when  thrown  out  from  the  engine  in 
the  distillery.  In  such  a  case  I  do  not  see  how 
you  would  get  at  any  duty,  as  there  is.no  boiler 
employed  for  generating  steam  for  distillation. 
They  are  not  up  to  this  thins  yet,  but  it  will  not 
be  long  before  some  will  make  the  discovery. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  mach  respect,  yours, 

ALEX.  ANDERSON. 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  Esq., 

Commiaiifmer  of  the  lUvcnue, 


Philadblfhia,  Sept,  84, 1816. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st 
yesterdajr.  Being,  taken  up  so  much  with  the 
steam  boiler  these  rhree  weeks  past,  and  my  head 
so  filled  with  it,  I  forgot  the  different  kinds  of 
stills.  I  will  now  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the 
information  in  mv  power  from  actual  experience. 

The  shape  of  the  still  is  of  no  importance  in 
distiUatioo,  further  than  its  form  beiDg  convenient 
to  apply  the  fire  in  the  best  manner.  Suppose  a 
still  72  inches  in  the  bottom  and  87  inches  deep 
will  hold  about  115  gaUoas,charge  70  gallons,  fire 
aad  attendance  the  same.  The  difierence  between 
theaa  two  stills  will  be  15  fiat  still,  14  common 
iCill ;  that  is,  the  flat  etill  will  gain  one  distilla- 
tion in  15,  fire  and  attendance  beinff  the  same. 
This  will  scarcely  be  eredited,  aad  ishould  not 
make  the  assertloa  if  I  had  not  aetaal  eirpetienee 
as  the  groimd  of  it ;  I  know  it  to  be  true.   Bvap- 


that  evaporation  might  be  nueh^  increased  %y 
taktar  off  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  by  the 
aid  of  the  air  pump.  I  found,  from  a  trial  of  six 
months,  that  I  gained  nothing  by  it;  the  same 
qaaniiry  of  fuel  was  used  whether  the  air  was  on 
or  oC  I  of  conrae  discontinued  it.  After  trying 
almost  every  shape,  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that 
the  common  still  is  as  good  for  practice  as  any 
that  have  or  will  be  made,  and,  f\iel  and  attend- 
ance beina  the4saBie,  will  do  as  much  work.  The 
subjects  of  evaporation  and  condensation  have  not 
yet  come  nnder  the  observation  of  philosophers  so 
as  to  throw  mueh  light  on  it,  being  a  very  difficult 
and  troublesome  subject,  and  being  but  little  an« 
derstood.  Some  late  experiments  in  Bdinbnrgh 
have  thrown  some  li^ht  on  it,  and  will  probaMy 
be  the  means  of  its  being  more  thoroughly  invest 
tigated.  I  allude  to  alcohol  belo^  frozen  by  the 
air  pump;  the  spirit  being  placed  in  the  receiver 
of  the  air  pump,  the  air  extracted  canies  off  the 
heat  or  caloric,  and  the  spirit  is  frozen  in  a  short 
time.  This  is  a  mere  sketch  of  the  process.  It 
opens  a  large  field.  In  this  way  grain  may  be 
dried  $  also,  gunpowder ;  and  the  moisture  taken 
from  fresh  meat ;  and  ice  made,  in  hot  climates, 
in  any  quantity.  This  evaporation  is  mentioned, 
to  show  you  what  quantities  of  heat  must  pass  by 
evaporation.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  propri- 
ety in  making  a  difference  in  the  tax  on  account 
of^  the  shape  of  the  still ;  the  Government  will 
get  nothine  by  it.  There  may  be  a  difference 
made  on  the  different  kinds  of  liquor  distilledL; 
the  stilb  employed  in  distilling  molasses,  cider, 
and  peach  should  pay  more  than  those  which 
work  grain  altogether ;  the  wash  from  those  being 
much  stronger  than  that  from  grain.  I  therefore 
place  the  flat  still  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
common  still,  and  I  think  it  clearly  appears  there 
is  no  difference  that  is  worth  notice.  Were  the 
doty  on  the  still  in  place  of  the  boiler,  when  steam 
is  used,  they  would  all  be  equal. 

From  the  exjieriments  sent  yoo,  anything  rela- 
ttng  to  distillation  may  be  come  at  with  ease. 
Suppose  a  still  of  120  gallons  (either  flat  or  com- 
mon) with  a  doablinf^  stiU  of  60  gaUnns,  theeom- 
moQ  rate  of  distillatioa  is  three  and  a  half  hours 
to  bring  it  to  boil,  aad  four  aad  n  half  to  ttm  off 
15  gallons  of  low  ^nes|  disoha^  the  still  and 
fill  it  again,  90  gallons  of  wash  in  this  slow  dis- 
tillation is  the  charge  far  180  gailea  still,  will 
consome  100  pounds  of  wood  to  bring  the  90  gal- 
lons to  boil,  aad  consume  100  pounds  more  wood 
taraa  off  15  gatlena  of  low  wines,  which  contain 
aboiK  4  per  oeni.  whiskey.     This  is  common 


oration  by  fire  is  as  the  quantity  of  fuel  applied    work.    Press  it  further,  and  in  phice  of  six  hours 


to  the  lijiuor,  and  not  as  the  surfitce  is  extended. 
This  opinion,  that  a  large  surface  being  expdsed 
assists  evaporation,  has  arisen  from  observing  that 
water  exposed  in  broad  shallow  vessels  to  the  air 
and  sun  evaporates  much  quicker  than  when  ex- 


posed in  narrow  deep  vessels.    This  is  true  ;  but    let  us  see  the  advantage  of  the  rapid  distillation. 


this  is  altogether  different  from  evaporation  by 
fire.  This  evaporation  is  effected  by  the  c6m- 
bined  operation  of  the  air  and  heat  in  the  sur- 
rounding atmosphere;  the  other,  solely  by  the 
heat  obtained  from  the  wood.    I  once  thought 


perform  the  work  in  three ;  this  may  bd  done  by 
enlarging  the  fireplace,  and  you  will  consume  not 
inuch  more  fuel,  and  do  the  work  in  half  the 
time.  This  appears  to  be  some  advanta^,  in 
doing  double  the  work  in  the  same  time,    flow 


to  say  but  little  of  the  risk  of  burning  or  throwing 
the  wash  up  into  the  worm  so  as  to  choke  it; 
which  often  happens  in  rapid  distillation :  in  the 
first  nkoe,  you. mast  reduee  the  charge  for  the 
still  from  90  to  70  gallons  wash,  to  kave  room  for 
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the  WMh  to  boil  up  without  raonioff  over  into 
the  worm.  This  is  essential :  if  not  done  the  fire 
most  be  lessened,  whieh  will  brinir  it  nearly  to  the 
slow  distillation ;  also,  when  rapid,  a  large  qnan- 
lity  of  water  is  thrown  over  with  the  low  wines, 
so  as  to  weaken  them  very  much,  and  reqnire  a 
larger  still  to  doable  them;  the  whiskey  is  nei- 
ther strong  nor  well  tasted,  and  more  and  closer 
attendance  reqnisite ;  nothing  gained  by  it.  I  hare 
also  turned  in  my  mind  whether  it  be  possible  to 
devise  any  mode  except  a  tax  on  the  still  and 
head ;  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  cannot.  If  you 
make  spirits  without  an?  mixture  of  water  (or 
alcoboh  as  it  is  now  callea,)  a  standard,  and  lay  a 
duty  or  ten  cents  per  gallon,  and  oblige  the  dis* 
tiller  to  enter  his  stills,  this  appears  to  be  a  kind 
of  check.  What  would  be  the  effect  when  put  in 
practice  7  It  must  be  left  to  each  distiller  to  re- 
turn the  quanti^  on  oath ;  this  is  no  security)  as 
it  is  well  known,  and  operates  as  a  premium  to 


a  man  to  swear  falaelr.  Tou  nwy  feaoe  it  as  foi 
will,  still  this  would  be  the  ease ;  if  y^oa  compiR 
his  return  with  the  size  of  his  stiilf  his  aiuwerif 
ready;  ^^  he  could  not  procure  grata  to  keep  ks 
works  in  full  operation."  This  freqaeotly  ocem 
and  would  in  many  instances  be  correct,  and  u 
many  not  so.  In  short,  I  do  not  know  that  ha- 
man  ingenuity  can  dcTiee  a  better  plan  fst  the 
United  States  than  simply  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  ci- 
nacity  of  the  still,  including  the  head  thereoL  I 
do  not  think  the  stills  employed  catclttUTcljia 
rectifying  should  be  included ;  the  liq^ior  opoaied 
on,  havtug  paid  one  duty,  shooid  not  paj  i 
second. 

Anything  further  that  lean  give  yoa  eommMai 
freely ;  it  will  be  at  your  serriee. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours, 

ALEX.  ANDRRSON. 

Samuku  H.  Smith,  Esq., 

Cbmmtsfumer  cf  the  Reweimt* 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Fehrusiy  7,  1817.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 
That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  tke 
7th  of  February,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  hare  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  tke 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the  6th  day  ot  the  present  month,  and  in  the  stIt^ 
ments  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of  dus 
report. 

JOHN  QAlLLARD^FrendentoftkeSenate^pntm. 
J.  MARSHALL,  CkUfJvMutfthe  United  SuOm. 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
RICHARD  RUSH,  AjUomey  General. 

Wabbington,  February  7, 1817. 


The  SscBtiTART  OF  THE  Tbeasury  respectfuUy  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Siski&g 
Fund: 

'  Thai  the  disbursements  from  the  Tressnijri  daring  the  year  1815,  on  accoont  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  whidi  sums,  as  appear  by  the  statement  C,  annexed 

to  the  last  annual  report,  amounted  to 9lt,8S9,929  1$ 

Together  with  a  ftnrther  sum,  arising  ftom  interest  on  Treasury  notes,  placed  in  the  hands 
of  sundiy  commisHoneTS  of  loans  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  whidi  interest  accrued 
theieon  previously  to  their  being  demanded  by  the  stodcholden,  as  per  atatement  heie- 
UBto  annezed,  maihed  Cc--.*.       -•-«..  l&^m  If 

And  anumntiag  together  to $11,856,90111 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  nuumer^  m: 
L  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasuiy,  during  the  year  1616,  on  aeoount  of  the  prineipai 
of  moneys  heretofore  adTaneed  for  the  payment  of  the  nitadpal  of  the  pnhfie  d^ 
as  appears  bjr  the  statement  E,  aaaezed  to  this  report,  the  sum  of  •       -  9900JM  M 

2.  The  sums  actualljr  applied,  daring  the  year  1815^  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  acoouiili 
rendered  to  this  department,  amounted,  as  appears  hj  the  sanexed 
statement  A,  to  the  earn  of -       .   $12,406,604  56 

In  the  reimbusement  of  the  principal  of  the  public 

debt $6,706,129  65 

On  account  of  the  interest  and  chaiges  on  the  same      6,700,374  91 

^  12,406,504  66 

Then  was  applied  for  the  payment  of  a  sum,  short, 

provided  on  account  of  the  public  debt  due  during 

the  year  1814,  as  per  sUtement  B,  annezed  to  the 

iaet  aanual  report 58,496  78 
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From  wliieb,  howerer,  Is  to  be  deducted  a  fam  over- 

ettimated  for  comnunioni  and  chaigea  bj  the 

agent!  in  London,  for  the  yean  1813  and  1814, 

their  accounts  lor  ti&ose  years  not  having  been  ad^ 

justed  at  the  Treasury  at  the  time  the  last  report 

wtti  submitted 9S,844  SI 

66,853  47 

13,4€S,a67  03 

There  was  loss  in  exchange  on  remittances  from  Ameriea  to  Euope»  during  the  year 

1816^  as  appeals  by  statement  D,  annexed  to  this  repoit,  of  the  sum  of   •       -  64,193  73 

9.  The  babnoe  remaining  unexpended  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1815,  and  appKeable  to  pay- 
ments falling  due  aifier  that  year,  as  ascertained  hj  aoeounts  rendered  to  the  Treasury 
Department^  amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  B,  to    -       •       •  88,650  94 

•13,85^301  69 

That,  during  the  year  1816,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  publie  debt,  m :   ' 
On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbuTaement  of  the  ftuded  domestic  debt      ...      ^,938^037  68 
On  aeoount  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  temporary  loans,  vis : 

Reimbursement  of  principal $1,336,000  00 

Payment  of  interest 74,098  46 

1,399,093  46 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes     - 15396,534  61 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  Louisiana  stock,  payable  in  Europe        .       .       •        •  639^03  36 

Amounting  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  list  of  warrants,  marked  C, 
tothesumof $36,760,167  10 

Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  yu : 

L  From  die  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  fbr  the  year 

1816 $8,000,000  00 

Deduct  so  much  thereof  anticipated  in  1816  in  the  payment  on  account 
of  Uie  principal  and  intesest  of  die  funded  debt  and  temporary  loans 
in  that  year 336,610  33* 

AppUcaUe  for  1816 $7^74,489  77 

And  paid  from  the  funds  arising  from  the  interest  on  the  debt  trane- 

Ibned  to  the  Gommierioners  of  die  Binkbg  Fund,  as  per  statement  I  $1,969,677  64 

From  the  funds  arising  from  tihe  net  proceeds  of  public  lands  •     1,387,969  38 

From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  meiefaandise  importedy 

and  on  the  tonnage  of  ▼osisls         «..•••-     4,416,963  86 

■  $7,674,489  77 

H.  From  the  appropiiations  pnmded  by  the  acta  of  the  BOth  June^  1818, 
and  4th  M aich,  1814,  for  making  up  any  deficiency  of  the  annual  ap» 
propriation  of  eight  millions  .-•••---  $7,138,931  01 
From  the  appropriation  per  act  of  the  36th  December,  1814,  entitled 
'*  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  authorising  a  loan  fbr  the  several 
sums  of  $36,000,000  and  $8,000,000,"  being  the  amount  of  Treasury 
notes,  including  interest,  which  were  issued  under  tfiat  act      -       •     8,767,593  60 

16,896,634  61 

m.  From  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  aeeoual  of  moneys  hereto- 
fbre  advanced  fbr  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  intersst  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  and  of  interest  on  Louisiana  stock  in  Europe,  as  will 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement  E  e     .•.-------  933,183  19 

*  Amount  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  as  having  been  anticipated  in  1816,  of  the  ap> 
]iropriatlon  for  1816 $4,498,319  18 

From  this  sum  deduct  a  repejment  in  1816,  which  was  not  ascertained  when 
the  last  report  was  submitted -     $300,000  00 

Also  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  indnding  interest  paid  in  1816,  incor« 
rectly  charged  to  the  appropriation  of  $8,000,000,  ana  for  which  special 
appiopriations  were  made  per  acts  of  30th  June,  1813,  and  4th  March,  1814  3,872,708  95 
^   ^  — : 4,173,708  96 

As  above -      $836,510  33 
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IV.  Fran  the  ptooMdi  of  the  dntiee  on  goode,  w«rei»  end  werehandiee  in^orted^  end  ok 
the  tonnage  of  Teeeelii  and  from  the  proceed!  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  rereniM 
in  advance ;  on  aoeoont  of  the  annnal  appropnation  of  $9^)00,000  for  1817    -       -  MCTjdII  S3 

That  the  dlaburaements  above  mentionedy  together  with  the  balance  above  stated, 
vrhich  remained  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year  1815 3^^  ^ 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  lepoit,  in  oonlbimity  to  the  acoonnta  which  ahall  bave  beea  ikt 
rendered  to  thii  department 
That,  in  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which  the  aaM  sum  has  been  ap^ied  is  estimated  aa  ibUowa,  va 
h  There  was  paid  for  lose  in  exchuige  on  remittances  from  America  to  curope  during  the 

Tear  18141,  as  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement,  marked  D  d,  the  aum  of       -        •  ^5,441  % 

n.  The  lepeymenta  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys  advanced 
fttr  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  Louisiana  atoeh  Sa  Europe,  and  lor  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes,  have  amonnted,  dunpg  the  year  1816, 

aa  by  the abovementioned statement  fee^to S83;i33  0 

ni.  Hie  sums  actually  applied  during  the  year  1616  to  the  principal  and  inteveet  of  the 
public  debt,  incliiding  Tfaaaniy  notes,  are  estimated  as  follows : 

1.  Paid  on  account  of  princ^ $17,840,898  70 

9.  Paid  on  tGCOont  of  mteieet 7,07M70  70 

AM  there  is  estimated  to  have  been  left  unapplied  at  the  end  of  the  year  1816^  aa 
per  estimate  G,  a  sum  applicable  to  paymenta  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  du- 
ring the  year  1817,  of        4B&/fi9Sl 

»M,7W,aW0< 

That  all  the  temporary  loans  whiuh  beaame  due  in  1816  were  paid,  indudlBg  the  KwtaiiBeotof 
$500,000  due  the  State  Bank,  Boston^  and  which  had  been  payable  in  1814. 

That,  during  the  year  1816,  and  on  tba  Sat  of  Jaavarr,  1817,  funds  were  pcoridad  for  tba  payi»t 
of  all  the  Treasury  notes  which  had  pftvioawly  falLen  oua  at  New  York  and  ai  SavaanAb,  and  kii 
not  been  paid,  viz: 

For  ail  dated  priM  t»  1st  January,  1814,  and  pa)[able  in  New  York,  funds  were  proTided  oa  the 
1st  October,  1816,  as  seea  per  annexed  copy  of  a  notice  narked  L. 

For  all  dated  prior  to  let  July,  1814,  and  payable  in  New  York,  funds  were  proTided  on  the  1st 
November,  1816,  as  seen  per  same  siatement  L. 

For  all  others  payAUe  in  New  Yorki  fuada  veto  peovidtd  an  the  lat  of  January,  1817,  aa  sees  per 
annexed  copy  of  a  notice,  M. 

For  all  those  that  became  doe  at  SaTaaMh  on  iha  Ist  of  Sepiamber,  1816,  fiiada  wmn  ptesiM 
prior  to  the  1st  of  Jasuary,  1817,  as  seen  per  anneMd  copy  of  a  noliae,  mamd  M. 

For  ihoee  due  and  fetmbursabie  at  Boston,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  0,  to 
$1,550,800,  funds  hare  not  yet  beea  obtaiaed  eufileiettr  to  maei  their  payoMma. 

A  statement,  marked  H,  is  annexed,  whleh^exhibte  the  whole  amounc  of  slock  fmnsfemrf  lo  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinkioff  Fund,  and  standing  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  TBOWiry  on 
the  last  day  of  December.  1816.  

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  WILLIAM  H.  CRAYHfORD. 

Tbsabdrt  Dne^i^TMBaTr  f)Bbruary  6, 1817. 


••VT"****. 


JPHOPJUITY  TAKEN  OR  PE8TR0YED  BY  TliE 

ENEMY. 

[Oemmonicated  to  the  House,  December  %S,  1816.]  ' 
To  tkeH6u9eofItipn9eniaHvm^akUtUtiai9k»t 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instaot,  I  transmit 
to  them  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner 
appointed  under  the  ^  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
ihe  enemy  while  in  the  military  serviee  of  the 
Uniled  States,  and  for  other  purposes."  as  re- 


ported by  die  Coamisaioner  to  the 
of  War.  JAMES  BiAD 

DKonna  21, 1816. 


ON. 


DacBttBMi  21, 18161 
The  Acting  Beeretary  of  War  haa  the  baaar  to 
submit  to  the  President  the  report  madk  bf  tie 
Commissioner  of  Claims  relatire  to  bis  proceed- 
ings under  the  act  <*  authorizing  the  payout  for 
propertjr  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  tk  ene- 
my while  in  the  military  serTice  of  the  Uaited 
States,  and  for  other  purposes." 

GEO.  QRAHAM. 
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OmcB  or  CLAfMS,  Ac., 

VFof^tf^on,  Bee.  17, 1816. 

The  Commissioner  ftppoioted  pursuant  to  the 
law  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
eaemy  while  in  the  military  serrice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  obedience 
to  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
enclosifig  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentites  passed  on  the  6(b  instant,  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  ^^Ritolved^  That  the  President  of 
the  Uoited  States  be^  and  he  is  hereby,  requested 
to  lay  before  this  House  the  proceediags  of  the 
Commissicyoer  appointed  under  the  act  passed  at 
the  last  sessioD,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorise  the 

Eiymeat  for  ptoperty  lost,  eapiured,  or  destroyed 
J  the  enemy  while  In  the  military  service  of  | 
the  UDited  States,  and  for  other  purposes^"  re- 
tpeetfaliy  reports : 

That,  as  soon  as  hereceired  from  the  President 
a  notification  of  his  appointment,  he  proceeded 
to  the  execution  of  the  initiatiTe  duties  required 
from  him^  by  preparing  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions relative  to  the  mode  of  presenting  claims  and 
taking  and  authenticating  eTidence  as  appeared 
to  bim  to  be  necessary ;  which  roles  and  reguta- 
tioos,  having  been  approved  by  the  President, 
were  published  in  the  form  of  notices,  as  enjulned 
by  the  said  act,  on  the  3d  aod  24th  of  June  last. 

In  forming  these  rules  and  regulations,  the 
Commissioner  endeavored  to  enter  into  the  views 
of  the  Legislature,  by  giving  such  an  interpreta- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  ti^  said,  act  as  mieht 
secure  substantial  justice  to  the  sufferers  intended 
lobe  relieved,  and  at  the  same  time, guard  against 
fraud  and  imposition.  On  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject he  begs  leave  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  the  said 
notices,  in  paper  marked  A. 

The  multifarious  losses  which  it  appears  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legialatore  to 
provide  for.  required  no  little  attention  to  sepa- 
rate atid  de6ne.  The  first  seetion  of  the  act 
being  confined  to  "  volunteers  or  draughted  mili- 
tiamen, whether  of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen, 
or  iafantry,''  and  limited  to  the  payment  for 
horses  only,  admitted  of  an  easy  interpretation ; 
as  did  also  the  second  section,  confined  to  '^  oav- 
alry,  mounted  militia,  or  volunteecs,"  which  the 
Commissioner  construed  also  solely  to  apply  to 
persons  belonging  to  corps  not  in  the  regular 
service,  thoo^n  the  wora  *^  cavalry,"  used  in 
contradistinction  to  ^*  mounted  militia  or  volun- 
teers." may,  at  first  view,  seem  to  indicate  a  dif- 
fem^t  oMaaing^  and  to  be  intended  to  extend  also 
to  cavalry  in  the  regular  service.  This  section, 
too,  relates  solely  to  the  loss  of  horses. 

The  third  section  taking  a  lareer  scope,  and 
involving  a  varietv  of  cases,  he  found  it  more 
diflkult  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  its  true  import. 
The  words  of  this  section  are,  '^  that  any  person 
^ho,  in  the  late  vrar  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction  by  an 
enemy  or  any  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  wagon,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such  property  was 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 


either  by  impreaament  or  contract,  except  in 
cases  where  the  risk  to  which  the  property  would 
be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by  the 
owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  loss,  capture, 
or  destruction  was  without  any  fault  or  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  owner,  and  any  person 
who,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  death  of  any  such  horse,  mule,  or 
ox,  in  eonsequenee  of  failore  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Smtes  to  furnish  the  same  with  auffieieat 
forage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid,  ahall  be 
allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof." 

The  Oommisstoner  was  at  first  disposed  to 
consider  the  first  clause  of  this  section  as  provid- 
ing only  for  such  injoriea  as  proceeded  frem  the 
acts  of  the  enemy.  But  inasmuch  as  daoaage  by 
an  enemy  must  almost  universally  happen  in 
two  ways,  either  "  by  ■  captt»re  or  destruction,** 
and  as  there  were  many  other  losses  sustained  by 
oar  eitixens,  ''without  any  fault  or  negKgenoe 
on  the  owners."  such,  for  instance,  as  wagons 
and  teams  lost  by  being  forced  to  attempt  to  pass 
streams  not  fordable,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
the  ownera,  by  the  compulsive  orders  of  military 
commanders,  on  farther  reflection,  he  wms  in- 
clined to  give  this  elaose  a  more  extended  mean* 
ing,  and  to  consider  the  word  "loss"  as  iiH 
tended  to  be  contradistinguished  from  the  words 
"capture  or  destruction  by  an  enemy," and  to 
denote  such  injuries  as  might  have  happened  in 
a  manner  other  than  ^  by  the  capture  and  de* 
struction  of  an  enemy,"  but  *'  without  any  fault 
or  negliffence  on  the  part  of  the  owner."  B«C 
the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Government  being 
in  favor  of  adhering  to  the  first  interpretation, 
the  Commissioner  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  conform 
his  adjudication  thereto. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  act  being  strictly 
conformed  to  militarsr  eorps  other  than  re^lars, 
the  change  of  expression  in  the  third  seetion,  in 
which  the  broad  words  '*any  person"  are  used, 
seemed  to  denote  that  its  provisions  were  intend- 
ed to  apply  to  every  description  of  citizens,  whe- 
ther they  belonged  to  the  regular  army,  or  to  the 
militia,  or  volunteers ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  mil- 
itia and  volanteers,  while  in  aetaal  service,  r«- 
eevTcd  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  r«ffulars,the 
Commissioner  ultimately  inelined  to  the  opinion 
that  losses  happening  under  similar  circum- 
staoces  to  persons  engaged  in  either  service  were 
intended  to  be  provided  for.  The  word  "  con- 
tract" appeared  to  him  to  be  of  extensive  import  | 
and  in  every  case  as  well  in  the  regular  as  in 
the  militia  or  volunteer  service,  in  which  the 
rank  of  the  officer  required  that  he  should  furnish 
himself  with  a  horse ;  that,  by  accepting  of  his 
appointment,  he  entered  **into  a  contract"  with 
the  GoviPrnment  to  do  so ;  and  having  done  so, 
provided  such  horse  died  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  Government  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage,  or  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  that 
a  regular  officer  ought  to  be  paid  for  his  horse  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  belonged  to  the 
militia  or  volunteer  corps.  But  on  this  point  the 
Executive  Government  having  considered  the 
regular  officer  as  excluded  from  this  benefit,  the 
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Ck)mmi8tioacr  iu»  felt  it  also  hit  daiy  to  adopt 
his  adjudiclitions  to  that  opinion. 

The  fourth  section  admitted  of  an  easy  inter- 
pretation, applying  solely  to  the  loss  of  ^  arms 
and  military  accoutrements"  of  Tolnnteers  or 
draughted  militiamen  who  had  furnished  them- 
selves  with  the  same. 

The  fifth  section  is  in  these  words :  ^  That, 
where  any  property  has  heen  impressed  or  taken 
hv  public  authority,  for  the  use  or  subsistence 
ot  the  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  soall  he  paid  the  Talue 
thereoi^  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which 
has  been  paid  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  same 
while  in  the  service  aforesaid.^' 
.  This  section  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  all 
property,  real,  personal,  or  miied,  whicn  has  been 
impressed  or  taken  by  public  authority,  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner.  (See  papers  marked 
A  and  B.) 

The  ninth  section  of  the  law  providing  for 
losses  of  greater  magnitude,  and  necessarily  in* 
Tolvin|[  iSe  payment  of  large  sums  of  money,  the 
Commissioner  endeavored  to  avail  himself  of 
erery  assistance  which  appeared  to  be  within 
his  reach,  to  enable  him  to  give  it  a  fair,  a  rea- 
sonable, and  a  just  interpreution.  With  this 
view,  erroneously  sopposioff  that  he  had  a  right 
to  do  so,  he  addressed  to  the  Attorney  General, 
the  great  law  officer  of  the  Qoverament,  the  let^ 
ter  marked  C ;  in  reply  to  which  he  received  the 
answer  marked  D. 

Having  been  dirappointed  in  obtaining  this  im- 
portant aid,  the  Cfommissioner,  regarding  the 
office  which  he  filled  as  a  kind  of  appendage  to 
the  Department  of  War,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary thereof  the  letter  marked  £«,  enclosing  copies 
of  his  correspondence  with  the  Attorney  Ueneral. 

From  this  officer  the  Commissioner  indulged 
the  hope  that  he  should  receive  such  an  exposi- 
tion as  would  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  views  of 
the  Legislature,  by  afibrdinga  just  redress  to  the 
sufferers  intended  to  be  relieved.  Nor  was  this 
expectation  disappointed,  when  the  Secretary, 
after  due  consideration,  and  no  doubt  consulting 
the  best  opinions,  addressed  to  him  on  the  7th  of 
September  a  note  in  the  following  words : 

Department  or  Wab, 

September  7, 1816. 

Sir:  The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  is  em- 
braced by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  '*  to  author- 
ize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  milittry 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 

^toses,"  and  that  compensation  shall  be  allowed 
or  damage  sustained  in  consequence  of  such 
occupancy,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  houses 
and  buiiaings  had  been  occupied  as  a  military 
deposite^  under  the  authority  of  an  officer  or 
agent  of  the  United  States.    I  have,  d^. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Richard  Bland  Lee,  Esq. 


The  Commisstoner  eoaaidefled  this  lettei  u 
sanctioning  his  own  interpretation  of  the  aiatk 
section  of  the  said  law ;  and  it  w»s  not  until  after 
he  received  this  note,  that  he  felt  kin&self  aochor- 
ized  to  give  to  it  a  practical  constmctioa  by  a 
formal  adjudication. 

On  the  21st  of  October  the  Comnussinef  re- 
cei  ved  from  the  Department  of  Wstf ,  mm  the  vpn 
of  the  Executive  Government,  a  more  feaerd 
interpretation  of  the  law,  in  the  following  words: 

War  Dspartmbht,  October  21, 1816. 

Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  aection  of  the  set 
making  provision  for  propertv  lost,  enpcared  sr 
destroyed  by  the  eaeflDj  while  in  the  nililarf 
service  of  the  United  Statea,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, the  President  has  been  plcaaed  to  direct^ 

That  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  case  of  offieeis  of  tka 
regular  army,  and  that  the  pcopaity  which  s 
regular  officer  may  have  taken  witb  him  Ib  ike 
service,  or  which  he  may  hare  becaa  icaaiietf  bf 
law  to  keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  me  lenns 
"impressed  or  by  contract,"  used  in  the  third 
section. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  third  seelioa  extend 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  ctf  the  ene- 
my, or  from  the  failure  of  the  Goremaeat  cs 
supply  the  necessary  forage. 

That  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  extends  oolj 
to  cases  of  destruction  of  property  by  the  esesif, 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  eivilizsd 
warfare.  The  occupation  of  houses  or  buildisp 
as  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  araed 
force,  must  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  die 
destruction.  That  the  occupation  of  houses  or 
buildings  by  an  armed  force  for  a  night  npos  s 
march,  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the  aid 
section,  unless  in  the  immediate  presence  of  ss 
enemy.  That  no  compensation  by  way  of  tater- 
est,  rent,  or  damage^  can  be  allowed,  under  the 
act,  for  the  time  which  elapses  between  the  de- 
struction of  the  property  and  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner. 

That  the  act  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of 
consequential  injury  resulting  from  the  destntc- 
tion  of  houses  or  buildings  under  the  nuith  sec- 
tion. 

No  compensation  can,  therelbte,  be  allowed  for 
the  destruction  of  houses  or  bnildings  not  oecv- 
pied  as  h  military  deposite  or  by  a  military  force. 

That,  in  all  cases  of  doubt,  or  of  great  iinper^ 
tance,  the  Commissioner  shall  submit  the  evi- 
dence to  the  Bxeeuttve  before  any  decision  is 
made. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

RiCHARO  Blano  Lfis,  Bsq., 

Cbmmtiftofter,  ^c. 

The  Commissioner  will  dose  this  subject,  kf 
referring  to  his  correspondence  with  the  De^- 
ment  oi^War,  marked  F. 

The  number  of  adjudications  made  and  entered 
by  him  since  the  1st  of  July,  under  special  acts, 
and  under  the  |;eneral  law  of  the  9th  of  April 
last,  amount  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty ;  the  total 
sum  awarded,  to  {238,693  15. 
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The  proofii^  id  «rery  tMm  deoi^kd  byflieCoin- 
missiooer,  ire  pnt  into  a  tronk,  the  key  of  which 
will  be  delivered  to  the  Aeting  Secretary  of 
War;  which  papers  are  so  sent  ia  coDforinity  to 
the  direetioa  of  the  PrtMident,  and  parsoaat  to  a 
letter  from  the  Aotiag  Secretary  of  War,  baring 
date  00  the  16th  instant;  a  copy  of  which  letter 
is  referred  to  in  p^per  marked  u. 

lo  the  office  a  record  of  all  the  adjadicaiions 
was  made,  and  the  evidence  in  each  particular 
claim  was  filed  with  iL  The  office  was  at  all 
times  open,  and  free  liberty  allowed  to  every  cit- 
izen to  examine  either  the  adjudications  or  the 
erideace. 

All  which  is  roost  respectfully  submitted. 
RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 

P.  8.  The  Commiselomr  tkiiiks  proper  to  send 
a  copy  of  his  Utter  to  the  Seerafiary  of  the  Nary, 
ia  the  ease  of  WiUiam  O'Neale  mU  Robert  Tmj- 
ior,  dated  on  the  8d  of  Oetober  last,  marked  Hi 

He  ate  be«  leave  to  rtftr  to  certain  aets 
yaned  at  the  last  session  of  Oongresv ;  many,  if 


Bot  all,  of  wkieh  he  coaeidered  as  eonterapbra^ 
neons  expoNiionft  of  the  kw  whieh  cfeaied  this 
offiee: 

An  set  for  the  leliof  of  WilliMn  Flood. 

Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  the  eopervisore  of  the 
eeeety  of  dinton,  in  the  Boue  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  retief  of  Joseph  Wilson. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Asber  Palmer. 

Ad  act  satherishw  the  payment  for  the  court- 
hoate  of  Hai^ilton)  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  preeideot  and  di- 
iteiors  of  the  Washinffton  Brtdflfe  Company. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charts  Todd. 

Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  Panl  D.  Bailer. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  ami 
StaiDel  Breek,  eorviving  ezeeators  of  John  Rose, 
deceased. 

A. 

OrnoB  OF  Claims,  dbc., 

WaahingUm^  Jwu  3, 1816. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  porsnant  to  the  aet  of 
lite  United  States  passed  the  9th  of  April  last, 
•stilled  ^^An  act  to  authorise  the  payment  for 
imperil  lost,  eaptared,  or  destiN^ed  by  the  ene- 
^y  while  in  the  auUtary  serviee  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  pttrposes,"  that  all  elaiflM 
provided  for  by  the  said  aet  must  be  presumed  at 
ihis  office  on  or  before  the  9th  day  of  April,  in 
ihe  year  1818,  as,  if  not  presented  within  that 
period,  they  cannot  be  received,  examined,  and 
decided  on  at  this  office. 

FSnt  eUug  <if  ea$e8. 

The  claims  provided  for  by  the  said  aet  are, 
first:  ^*Aoy  volunteer  or  draof  hted  miKtiamao, 
whether  of  cavalrv,  mounted  riflemen,  or  infaa- 
^«  who,  in  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Oeat  Britain,  has  sustained  damage 
W  the  loss  of  any  horse  which  was  killed  in  any 
liAttle,  or  which  has  died  in .  eonseqoence  of  a 
^und  therein  received,  or  in  oonse^oeoce  of 
latlate  en  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  fur- 
14th  Con.  2d  Skss.— 39 


nish  such  horse  with  sufficient  forage  whHe  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  of  such  horse."  This  pro* 
▼ision  comprehends  three  descriptions  of  eases: 

1.  A  horse  killed  in  battle. 

2.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  in  battle. 

3.  A  horse  dytiig  in  consequence  of  not  being 
furnished  with  sofficient  forage  by  the  Unitra 
States. 

To  substantiate  a  claim  of  either  description  : 
1.  The  order  of  the  Government  authorizing 
the  employmeat  of  the  corps  to  which  the  orig^ 
nal  claiasaat  belonged,  or  the  snbseqoent  accept* 
anee  of  snch  corps,  or  approbation  of  ite  employ* 
meal,  miMt  be  produced. 

3.  The  certificate  of  the  offi^r,  or  sarviving 
officer,  commanding  the  claimant  at  the  time  en 
the  accident  on  which  the  claim  is  founded, 
which  certiheate,  if  net  fftven  while  the  officer 
was  ia  the  serviee  of  the  united  States,  must  be 
sworn  to ;  and  in  every  ease  it  must,  if  practica- 
ble^ Ytale  Che  then  valve  of  the  horse  so  IttHed  or 
dyeing.  Before  any  other  evtdeoce  will  be  re* 
eeiv^,  the  clairaant  ttiust  make  oath  that  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  procure  that  which  is  above 
specified  ;  and  that  the  evidenee  which  he  shall 
prsdnee  in  lien  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is 
able  Co  obmin.  In  ei^erv  case  the  eridence  must 
be  on  oach,  and  the  raloe  of  ^e  horse  so  killed 
oc  dying  ascertained.  All  evidence  offered  must 
be  taken  and  authentteafed  in  the  manner  here- 
inalter  directed ;  and  in  aH  these  cases  the  claim* 
ant  must  declare  on  oath  that  he  has  not  received 
another  horse  from  any  officer  or  agent  of  the 
Qovernmeot  ia  lieu  of  the  cqc  lost. 

Second  cUu8  of  caan^ 

*^Any  person,  whether  of  cavalry  or  moiuned 
riflemen,  or  volunteers,  who,  In  the  late  war 
aforesaid,  has  sHstained  damage  by  the  kss  of  a 
horse,  in  consequence  of  the  owner  thereof  being 
dismounted,  or  separated  and  detached  ftom  the 
same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in, 
consequence  of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of 
such  horse  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  th# 

5ubiic  service." 
*his  clsss  comprehends  two  descriptions  of  .oases: 

1.  When  the  owner  has  been  dismounted,  or 
separated  from  and  detached  from  such  horse,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

2.  When  the  rider  has  been  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  and  the  horse  lost  in  consequence 
thereof. 

The  same  evidence,  in  all  respects,  which  is 
required  in  the  first  class  of  cases,  will  be  re^ 
quired  in  this. 

T%%rd  dan  of  comb. 

''Any  person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid, 
has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  de- 
strnccion  by  an  enem^  of  any  horse^  mule,  or  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  soeh 
property  was  employed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressmeat  or  hjr 
!  contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to- which 
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the  property  would  be  ex|>osed  was  agreed  to  be 
incorred  by  the  owner,  If  it  ahall  appear  that 
such  loss,  capture,  or  destruetioo  was  without 
any  fault  or  negligence  of  the  owner,  and  any 
person  during  toe  time  aforesaid,  who  has  sus- 
tained damage  by  the  death  of  such  horse,  mule, 
or  oz,  in  consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  furnish  sufficient  forage 
while  in  the  serfice  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This  class  compre* 
bends  two  cases: 

1.  The  loss  or  destruction  of  property  bv  an 
enemy,  tsken  by  impressment,  or  engaged  by 
contract,  in  the  milllary  service  of  the  United 
States,  being  either  a  horse,  a  raule,  an  ox,  wagon, 
cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  articles 
for  which  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks, 
or  which  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  fault  or 
negligence  of  the  owners. 

2.  when  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  so  taken  or  em- 
ployed, has  died  from  the  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  sufficient  forage. 

In  the  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  most 
produce  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent  of 
the  United  States  who  impressed  or  contracted 
for  the  property  above  mentioned,  and  of  the  offi- 
cer or  surviving  officer  under  whose  immediate 
command  it  was  taken  or  destroyed  by  an  enemy. 
Such  certificates,  if  such  officers  or  agents  at  the 
time  of  ffiving  them,  be  not  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Sutes,  most  be  sworn  to,  and 
must  positively  state  that  the  property  was  not 
lost  or  destroyed  through  the  fault  or  negligence 
of  the  owner,  and  that  the  owner  did  not  agree  to 
run  all  risks.  Furthermore,  the  usual  rate  of 
hire  of  the  articles  so  impressed  or  contracted  for 
in  the  country  in  which  they  were  employed 
must  be  stated. 

In  the  second  case,  the  certificate  of  the  officer 
or  ageot  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  com- 
-rnand  such  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  was  employed  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  must  be  produced. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  produce  that  which  is  above  specified; 
and,  further,  that  the  evidence  which  he  ofiVrs  in 
lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  Is  able  to  obtain. 
In  every  case  the  evidence  must  state  ditttincily 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  loss,  and  the 
▼alue  thereof, 

Fourih  clae$  ofeamB. 

''Any  person  who,  during  the  Iste  war,  hiis 
acted  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
as  a  volunteer  or  draoffhted  militiaman,  and  who 
has  furnished  himself  with  arms  or  accoutre- 
ments, and  has  sustained  loss  by  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  them,  without  any  fault  or  negli 
gence  on  his  part,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the 
value  thereof." 

This  class  comprehends  two  cases : 

1.  The  I'jss  of  such  arms  or  accoutrements  by 
the  enemy. 

2.  The  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
way,  without  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the 
owner. 


The  provision  does  not  include  the  clothiit  of 
soldiers,  or  the  clothiuff  and  arma  of  officen  vIm, 
in  all  services,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  tkev 
own.  The  same  evidence,  in  all  reepects,  u  re- 
quired in  this  and  in  the  first  class,  and,  more- 
over, that  the  loss  did  not  happen  ffona  ike  fault 
or  negligence  of  the  owner. 

Fyih  dam  ofcamn. 

''When  any  property  has  been  impressed  or 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  ose  or  salnst- 
ence  of  the  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consosici 
the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  tk 
value  thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amoo£ 
which  has  been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  tke 
use  and  risk  of  the  same  while  ia  the  service 
aforesaid." 

This  provision  relaioe  to  every  speeics  of  pn* 
perty  taken  or  impressed  for  the  vse  and  sahsist- 
ence  of  the  Army,  not  eoaprehended  \m  aay  cf 
the  preceding  classes,  and  which  shall  have  Am 
in  any  nMnner  destroyed,  lose,  cm-  eoasaaierf  by 
the  army,  including  in  iu  scope  all  kinds  of  pro* 
visions,  forage,  fuel,  articles  for  eloihiBg,bkaakets, 
arms,  aad  ammuaition;  in  iact,  everything  for 
the  use  and  equipment  of  aji  army. 

In  all  these  cases,  the  certifieates  of  the  ofieen 
or  agents  of  the  United  States  takiag  or  impica* 
ing  any  of  the  aforesaid  artlelcs»  aaihcotiested 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  corps  for  vtoe 
ose  they  were  taken  or  impressed,  aad,  fotk^ 
more,  of  the  officers  and  agcnu  nader  wtae 
cummand  the  same  were  destroyed,  lost,  oreoa> 
aumed,  specifying  the  value  of  the  articles  so 
taken  or  impressed,  and  destroyed,  lose,  or  eoe- 
sumed,  and,  if  any  payment  has  beea  nude  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  suck  fap 
moot,  [must  be  furnished  H  and  if  no  psyai^t 
has  been  made,  the  certificate  most  siaae  cbat 
none  has  been  made. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  io  lis 
power  to  procure  that  which  is  above  specified; 
and,  further,  that  the  evidence  which  be  ofite  in 
lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  Mt  to 
obtain. 

Under  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
for  any  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  ibe 
orders  of  the  commandant  of  fbe  corps  for  whose 
use  it  may  be  stated  to  have  been  taken.  For 
any  taking  not  su  authorized,  the  party '^  redrw 
is  against  ihe  person  committing  it. 

Sixth  {and  last)  dan  qfccuea. 

"  Where  any  person,  during  the  late  war,  bas 
sustained  damage  by  ihe  destructroo  of  his  hoaie 
or  builJiDg  by  the  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposits  under  the  authontf 
of  an  officer  ur  agent  of  the  United  Stat«.lK 
shall  besUowed  or  paid  the  amooot  of  sockdisi- 
age,  provided  it  shall  appear  that  such  oecapa- 
tioo  was  the  cause  of  its  desirnciion." 

In  this  case  the  certificate  of  the  officer  ort^t 
of  the  United  Sutes  under  whose  ao thof icy  aoy 
such  house  or  building  was  occupied  must  be  far- 
aisfaed.    Before  any  other  evideoee  as  la  tbii 
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r«et  wiU  be  reeeired.  the  claimant  mast  make 
Mth  tiiaC  it  is  eot  in  ois  power  to  procure  such 
sertifioate,  and  that  the  e?idenee  which  be  shakl 
»ffer  in  Hen  thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able 
to  obtain. 

Farthermore,  in  all  the  casen  sobmitted  to  this 
[>ffice,  erery  claim  mast  be  aecompanied  by  a 
statement,  on  oath,  by  ererj  claimant,  of  alt  sams 
which  he  may  have  received  on  aecovnt  of  sach 
slaim  from  any  officer,  a^nt,  or  department  of 
the  QoTemmeat  of  the  United  Statea;  and  where 
tie  has  received  nothioy,  that  faot  also  matt  be 
itated,  on  oath,  by  him. 

It  will  be  parucalarly  noted  by  claimants  that 
the  preceding  rules  of  cTidence  generally,and  more 
especially,  apply  to  claims  which  shall  not  ex* 
seed  in  amount  two  hundred  dollars,  and  that,  in 
ill  cases  in  which  the  claims  in  amouut  shall  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  dollars,  a  special  commissioner 
will  be  employed  to  take  testimony ;  bat  in  these 
cases,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  the  same 
rules  of  evidence  will  be  observed. 

Id  all  cases  in  which  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  United  States  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
property  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  which  property,  so  taken  or  impressed, 
shall  have  been  paid  for  by  them  out  of  their  pri* 
vate  funds,  or  the  value  thereof  recovered  from 
them  in  due  course  of  law,  such  officers  or  agents 
ire  entitled  to  the  same  remuneratidn  to  which 
the  original  owners  of  the  property  would  be  en- 
titled if  such  payment  or  recovery  had  not  been 
[nade,  and  can  settle  their  claims  at  this  office, 
producing  authentic  vouchers  for  such  payment 
>r  recovery.  Nor  will  any  original  claimanu  be 
mid  through  this  office  till  they  release  aU  claims 
kgainst  such  officers  or  agents  of  the  United 
States  on  account  of  such  taking  or  impressment. 

In  every  casc^  no  claim  will  be  paid  bat  to  per- 
ions  originally  entitled  to  receive  the  same ;  or  in 
»se  of  his  death,  to  the  lecal  representotive,  or^ 
n  either  event,  attorney  dolv  appointed.  When 
tttorneys  shall  be  employed,  it  is  recommended 
0  the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  exe- 
iuted  in  due  form. 

AU  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to,  except 
he  certificates  of  officers  wheat  the  time  of  giv« 
og  them,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
Jnited  States,  before  soon  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any 
lity,  town,  or  borough,  within  the  same,  or  a  jus* 
ice  of  the  peace  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
Joiied  Slates  duly  anthoriZfd  to  administer  oaths; 
)f  which  authority  proof  must  be  furnished  either 
ij  a  certificate  under  theseal  of  any  State  or  Ter- 
itory,  or  the  clerk  or  prothonotary  of  any  court 
vithia  the  same.  But  the  seal  of  anv  city,  town, 
it  borough,  or  the  attestation  of  any  judge  of  the 
Joited  States,  will  require  no  further  authentic 
;atioa. 

An  office  is  ofwned  on  Capitol  Hill,  in  the  City 
)f  Washington,  in  the  boildid^  occupied  by  Con- 
(ress  during  its  last  session,  lor  the  reception  of 
he  foregoing  claims* 

The  phaters  in  the  United  States,  or  Territo>- 


ries  thereof,  who  are  employed  to  print  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  are  requested  to  publish  this 
notice  for  ei^ht  weeks  successively,  once  a  week, 
and  send  their  bills  to  this  office  for  payment. 

AU  persons  who  have  business  with  this  office 
are  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  sub- 
scriber, as  Commissioner,  which  will  be  trans- 
mitted free  of  postage. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LBB, 
Commisnaner  of  Cfotme,  ^^ 


Explanatory  Supplemental  Rule* 

OmcB  OP  Claim8,  ^^ 

Waehingtonj  June  24, 1816. 

In  all  the  cases  comprised  in  the  notice  from 
this  office  of  the  3d  insttnt,  the  following  supple- 
mental regulation  must  be  observed  by  every 
claimant,  y\z : 

Whenever  the  evidence,  on  oath,  of  any  officer 
of  the  late  army  of  the  United  Sutes  shaU  be 
taken,  or  the  certificate  of  any  officer  in  service 
at  the  time  of  giving  it  shall  be  obtained,  such 
evidence  or  socb  certificaie  must  expressly  state 
whether  any  certificaie  or  other  voucher,  in  rela- 
tion  to  the  claim  in  Question,  has  been  given 
within  the  knowledge  or  such  oflScer.  The  claim- 
ant most  also  declare,  on  oath,  that  he  has  never 
received  from  any  person  any  sach  certificaie  or 
voucher,  or,  if  recisived,  must  state  the  cause  of 
its  oon-production.  In  every  case  the  name  of 
the  officer  furnishing  such  certificate  or  voucher, 
together  with  its  date,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, wiU  also  be  required. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LSJS, 
Cbmrnssftdner  of  Claim»^  ^c. 


B. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  William  H.  Cram* 

fiirdf  Soentary  of  War ^  to  the  Commiseioner, 

Wab  Dkpabtmbmt,  OcI.  21, 1816. 

Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act 
**  making  provistoa  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'^ the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct- 
That  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  sai4 
act  do  not  embrace  the  cases  of  officers  of  the 
regular  army;  and  that  the  property  which  a 
regular  officer  may  have  taken  with  him  in  the 
service,  or  which  he  may  have  been  reqaiied  by 
Itiw  to  keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms 
**  impressed  or  by  contract"  used  in  the  third 

section. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  extend 
only-  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  of  the 
enemy,  or  from  the  failure  of  the  Government  to 
supply  the  necessary  forage. 

That  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  extends  only 
to  cases  of  destroctioo  of  property  by  the  enemy 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  civUizecl 
warfare.  The  occupation  of  houses  or  buildings 
as  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed 
force,  must  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  tlic 
destruction. 
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That  the  occopatton  of  hoiuet  or  boildiDp  by 
an  armed  force  lor  a  night  upon  a  marth  is  not 
wiihin  the  meaning  of  the  said  section,  imless  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  an  enemy. 

That  no  compensation,  by  way  of  interest,  rent, 
or  dama|;e,  can  be  allowed  under  the  act  for  the 
time  which  elapses  between  th«  destruction  of  the 
property  and  tbe  decision  of  the  Commissioner. 

That  the  act  does  not  extead  to  the  case  of 
cottseqaentSal  injury  resulting  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  houses  or  buildings  under  the  ninth  sec- 
tion. No  compensation  can,  therefore^  be  allowed 
for  the  destruction  of  houses  or  buildings  not  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite,  or  by  a  miliury 
fopee. 

That,  in  all  ciaes  of  doubt  or  of  groat  tmport- 
ance,  the  Commissioner  ahall  submit  tho  evidence 
to  the  SxecutiTe  before  any  decision  is  made. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Richard  Blahd  Lbs,  Bsq. 


C. 

OmoE  OP  CLAnO)  dbe^ 

WutMm^Um^  JtOff  1, 18ie. 

8ia:  Soreral  claims  have  been  submitted  to 
as  proTided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  law 
of  tbe  United  Slates  ontltied  *'Att  act  to  author* 
ite  tbe  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
totroyed  while  in  the  military  serme  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  The 
#Ofds  of  the  law  are:  ^  Where  any  person,  du- 
ring the  late  war,  has  sustained  damage  by  the 
destruction  of  his  or  her  house  or  building  by  the 
enemy,  while  the  some  was  occupied  as  a  mili- 
ary deposite  under  the  authority  of  an  officer  or 
agent  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  amount  of  such  damage,  provided  it 
shall  appear  that  such  occupation  was  the  cause 
t^hsdeslraction." 

1  find  a  difficulty  in  determlniag  what  shaH  be 
deemod  *'a  mHlury  deposiio'*  in  the  meaning  of 
the  law. 

L  Must  the  term  be  limited  to  Iho  storing  of 
aninitions  of  war? 

8.  Can  it  be  exunded  to  a  military  oceupatioB, 
however  transient,  as  quarters  for  soldiers  for  a 
mootht  a  week,  a  dav«  or  a  leas  time? 

3.  In  a  day  of  bsttle^  if  soldiers  nettro  to  a  house 
to  use  it  as  a  fortress  from  whioh  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  without  the  order  of  an  offioec^  will  such 
ootnpation  bo  within  tbe  meaning  of  the  law  1 

4.  In  a  day  of  battle,  if  soldiers  occupy  a  bowse 
fbr  such  purposes  by  order  of  an  officer,  however 
ioferiot  may  be  his  grade,  will  such  oocufialiott 
be  within  the  meaning  of  tbe  law  % 

Your  offioial  answers  to  the  foregoing  questions 
will  very  mueh  oblige  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  BLAND  LBS. 

The  Hoe.  RieaARD  Roen. 


The  thirty-fifth  aoetion  of  the  act  of  Coagmi 
of  the  84th  of  September,  17811,  is  the  only  kv 
marking  down  the  public  duties  to  be  imrfeiwd 
by  the  Attorney  (merai,  and  I  baTo  mtnr  ftk 
myself  at  liberty  to  assume  the  respoosiUity  cf 
oflScial  opittioBs  not  enjoined  by  the  termo  oricope 
of  that  law. 

I  be^  you,  air^tobe  assured  that  nothing  betu 
unwiilingness  to  deimrt  froan  this  rale  (whid 
has  also,!  believe,  governed  diose  vrho  hnvehoe- 
tofore  been  Attoniiev<ieoenl)  lea^me  to  dediae 

Siring  answers  to  the  qaestiows  whseh  your  Icue 
aspropounded  for  my  considermtaoii. 
With  great  reapeet,  dbo. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
R.  B.  Lbb,  Esq. 


Omon  or  CLAma,  dbe^ 

WaaMngUm,  JUfjr  5,  IffftiL 

Sir  :  I  enclose  to  you  a  copv  of  my  Jeuer  oi 
the  Ist  instant  to  the  honorable  At tomcf  Geaeral, 
and  a  copy  of  his  reply  of  the  3d.  laasan&h  is 
he  declines  answering  the  qoestioust  propounded 
to  him,  I  must  request  from  you  aoch  opiaioss 
and  instructions  on  the  subject  as  you  may  deem 
pertinent.    I  have  the  honor  to  be^  dbe. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEB. 

The  Hon.  Secrbtart  of  War, 


D. 

WAaBiKOTON,  Juhf  3, 1816. 
Bin :  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter dated  the  1st  of  this  month. 


F. 

Office  of  Claims,  dbe., 

WaMngton^  October  38, 1S16. 

Sir:  As  I  find,  from  coavenatioa  vriih  Ife 
Graham,  Chief  Ckilt  of  the  War  D^nnaM^ 
that  a  doabt  is  entertained  by  hiaa  whether  ibe 
claims  of  the  inhabitaau  of  BidUoL  whose  hoiHi 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  oa  the  aOch  of  De- 
cember, 1813,  and  on  the  1st  of  Jaaoary,  Idii 
coaae  within  the  provisioaa  of  the  aiath  seeiioa 
of  the  law  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  oader  whioh  I 
act,  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  to  the  ooasidefa- 
tion  of  the  President  the  teettmony  ia  tftecase  of 
QilawaPulsom  before  I  defiastivclydemde.  This 
ease  does  not  rest  oa  suoh  strong  efidtoaoe  a»  the 
few  in  which  I  have  awde  awards.  Ptom  my 
conversation  with  Ifr.  Qiahaai,  the  priampsl 
objection  to  the  Buffalo  claims  is  derived,  m  I 
understand,  from  the  official  de^arattoa  of  tk« 
enemy  to  our  Qovcrament  that  the  villMe  of 
Bai&lo  was  buret  by  way  of  retaliatloa«  f  wiU 
observe,  that  1  have  aet  been  furnished  with  thb 
information  io  an  official  form,  or  reeeived  aaj 
itttimatiim  from  the  Ezeeutive  Gkiversnent  h«« 
far  it  must  be  regarded  la  ofmosition  to  the  testi- 
mony of  our  own  citiaens,  takea  in  puraaaact  if 
the  directions  of  the  aforesaid  law  of  the  9tb  ef 
April  last. 

It  is  certain  thnt  this  office  has  not  the  p^ver 
of  going  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  Swb  to 
take  testimony ;  and  the  most  nataral  phee  to 
obtain  the  best  testimony  whieh  the  aataieef  the 
case  may  admit  of  appeared  lo  be  whaia  the  ^^ 
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stroetion  vts  mtde.  In  aeleeting  persons  to  take 
this  testimony,  I  haTO  sought  out  tuoh  as  stood 
high  io  the  ooniSdenee  of  the  ffovern  meat  of  New 
York,  and  wbo  held  leepeetable  jodieial  stations. 
I  hare  endeaTored,  io  every  instance,  both  in  the 
ngalations  eooeernin^  the  mode  of  taking  and 
t  atttbentieating  the  testimony,  and  examining  that 
testimony  WMn  tarnished,  to  folfl  the  injanetion 
of  the  law,  bj  Spaying  a  due  respeet  as  weU  to 
the  elaims  o/individbal  justice  as  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States,"  wnieh,  io  my  opinion,  will 
be  mere  aertainly  promoted  and  pmianeotly  e** 
tablished  by  aeu  of  justice  and  restitution  to  its 
citizens  wiu>  have  innocently  sutfered  in  a  war 
waged  for  the  common  benefit,  than  consigning 
them  to  undoaerved  misery  and  want,  in  iaitntion 
of  Qovernofients  which  are  created  and  supported 
by  military  force,  and  do  not  resL  like  ours,  on 
the  basis  of  justice  and  equality  of  rishts. 

I  am  Tejry  sensible  that,  in  the  adjudications 
which  I  am  bound  to  make,  it  will  be  estiemely 
difficult  always  to  hit  precisely  the  middle  coarse 
of  leoderios  a  reasonable  justice  to  the  claimant 
without  in  a^ny  degree  trenching  upon  the  inter- 
est of  (be  nation.  But  here  humanity,  consider- 
ing the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  will  ex* 
case  (if  thcf  sbouid  be  discovered)  a  bearing  to 
the  side  of  poverty  and  wretchedness.  Boclosed 
I  send  also  a  newspaper,  which  exhibits  the 
course  which  the  British  Government  has  pursued 
relative  to  tiie  losses  sustained  by  their  Canadian 
sobieeto  during  the  late  war,  as  well  from  the  acts 
of  their  eneaay  a«  their  own  army. 

I  shall  be  bappv  if  receive  from  the  President 
bis  iaatructiona  relative  to  the  case  herewith  seat, 
which  I  shail  consider  it  my  duty  to  obey.  Till 
then,  I  shall  suspend  all  adjudications  under  the 
ninth  sectioa  of  the  law.  I  am  confidently  im- 
pressed that  the  awards,  in  all  the  cases  which  I 
bare  hitberto  decided|  relative  to  bnildings  de- 
stroyed by  ibe  enemy  anrin^r  tbe  late  war,  will  be 
fooDd  in  oonformity  to  the  interpretation  and  in- 
scrections  wbich  I  have  received  from  him,  unless 
the  Bttfiaio  cases  shall  be  excluded  by  the  oficial 
dechimtion  oi  the  enemy. 

1  haye  tbe  bQUOr  to  be,  dkc. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LBE. 
The  Hon.  Secrbtart  or  War. 


Opficb  op  Claims^  dbc., 

JVagMngtoHj  mvember  i,  1S16. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  to-day,  and 
beg  you  to  iaform  the  President  that  I  feel  it  my 
doty  to  conform  strictly  to  any  interpretation 
which  he  may  be  pleased  to  give  to  the  law  of 
the  9th  of  Aprfl  last,  to  aathorize  ^'  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroved  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  military  service  of  tbe  united 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,''  and  that  no  deci- 
sion shall  be  made  on  any  case  depending  on  the 
ninth  section  of  the  said  law  till  I  receive  his  fur- 
ther instructions.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

RICHARD  BLAND  L£R. 

Qso.  Qmxuu^  Aotwg  Sec'ry  of  War. 


Ccpp  oftt  ktUffiom  the  Hum*  George  GWtonlolftft 

09mmiMumer» 

War  Department,  Nov.  1, 1816. 

Sir  :  Your  communications  dated  the  25th  and 
2Sth  of  last  month  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President^  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  the 
third  section  of  the  act  "  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  tost,  captured,  or  destroyed,^'  ^.. 
will  not  justify  the  payment  of  claims  for  partial 
injuries  to  oxen  or  horses. 

i  am  also  instructed  by  the  President  to  request 
that  you  will  suspend  all  dedaixmB  under  the 
ninth  section  of  the  above-mentioned  act  untif 
further  advised.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

GEORQE  GRAHAM. 

Richard  Bland  Leb,  Esq. 

Cbmmifsumer,  ^c 


Copy  of  a  ktterfiom  the  Han.  VlUUam  K  Crmoford 

totke^ — •   • 


Department  op  War,  Sepi,  7, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States  is  em* 
braced  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  "  to  author- 
ize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  that  comjiensation  shall  be  allowed 
for  damage  sustained  in  consequence  of  such  oc* 
cunancy.  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  houses 

a  buildings  had  been  occupied  as  a  military 


an 


deposite,  under  the  authority  oi  an  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  States.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 
WILUAM  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Richard  Bx^and  Leb,  Blsq. 


Copy  of  a  ktterfiom  the  Hon.  Georgfe  Grohanh  Sec 
retary  of  WoTt  to  the  Commtaoioner. 

Department  of  War,  Dee.  16, 1816. 

Sib  :  I  nm  directed  by  the  President  to  inform 
yott  that,  under  existing  ciroumstnnces,  it  ie 
thought  proper  that  no  final  decision  be  made  on 
any  case  now  depending,  or  that  may  be  exhibited 
under  the  act  ^<  to  aninoriEo  the  payment  fm 
property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
wbile  io  the  military  service  of  the  United  Statesi 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  9th  of  April, 
1816w  You  will,  however,  proceed  to  prepaio 
and  arrange  all  such  cases  for  decision  when  it 
shall  be  deemed  proper. 

I  have  to  request,  also,  that  yon  immediately 
prepare  and  furnish  the  report  called  for  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  witk 
which  you  have  been  furnished ;  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  delay  of  making  copies,  the  original 
proceedings  aiay  be  furnished. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

GEORQE  GRAHAM. 

Ricbard  Blahd  Lee,  Es^ 
OraimtMdner  if  Claimo,  fc* 
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ANNUITIES  TO   WIDOW   AND  CHILDSEN 
OF  A.  H.  DOHRMAN. 

[Connnnnieated  to  the  Senate,  Jaaueiy  S?.  1817.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Rachael  Dohrman,  report: 

That,  in  the  documents  accompanyiog  the  pe- 
tition, tne  committee  find  very  satisfactorjr  e?i- 
dence  that  the  late  husband  of  the  petition^er, 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  rendered  important  ser- 
Tices  to  the  United  States  during  the  Revolution, 
by  acts  of  exalted  beneficence  and  liberality  to- 
wards American  seamen  thrown  captive  on  the 
shores  of  Portugal  by  a  yindietive  enemy,  where 
the  said  Dohrman  then  resided.  The  sense  of 
obligation  which  prevailed  in  this  country  for 
those  meritorious  services,  in  the  year  1770,  may 
be  estimated  from  original  letters  from  President 
Adams,  President  Je^rson,  and  Governor  Hen- 
ry, of  Virginia.  By  a  resolve  of  Congress,  on  the 
2Ist  of  June,  1780.  said  Dohrman  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lis- 
bon. In  a  report  preceding  the  resolve,  the  com- 
mittee state  they  *'are  assured  said  Dohrman 
wbhes  for  no  salary  or  emolument  for  his  ser- 
vices, but  simply  a  repayment  of  his  advances, 
when  it  shall  be  most  convenient."  Griff inal 
letters  are  also  exhibited  from  Oeneral  Washing- 
ton and  Archibald  Casey,  Speaker  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Senate,  written  in  1785,  and  bearinjr  the 
strongest  testimony  to  the  merits  of  said  Dohr- 
man. 

About  this  period  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman  ap- 
pears to  have  petitioned  Congress  for  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  and  for  an  allowance  of  a 
Teasonable  compensation  for  bis  services  as  ftgent, 
which  the  derangement  of  his  private  a&irs, 
arising  out  of  his  connexion  with  and  attention 
to  the  business  of  the  United  States,  had  made 
necessary. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1787,  Congress  resolved 
to  reimburse  said  Dohrman  upwards  of  f^,000, 
with  interest  from  the  time  of  expenditure,  such 
sum  having  been  admitted  to  be  due  on  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury ;  and  for  a  further  claim 
of  upwards  of  $20,000,  for  which  documents 
were  offered  of  too  general  a  nature  to  admit  of 
settlement  bv  the  roles  of  the  Treasurv,  it  was  fur- 
ther resolved  unnimously  *'that  said  Dohrman,  for 
bis  faithful  and  generous  services  as  agent  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  should  be 
allowed  91,d00  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from 
the  time  hfs  expenditures  commenced ;"  and  that 
be  should  select  a  township,  at  his  option,  out  of 
the  three  last  ranges  surveyed  in  the  Western 
Territory,  free  from  all  charges  of  survey,  after 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  drawn  the  proportion- 
ate quantity  assigned  to  the  late  army ;  and  that 
the  pavments  and  grant  of  land  so  made  should 
be  in  rnii  for  all  claims  of  said  Dohrman  against 
the.  United  States.  Mr.  Dohrman  appears  to  have 
been  extremely  unfortunate,  without  fault,  in  the 
selection  of  his  township,  as  is  fully  set  forth  in 
letters  from  David  Hogg  and  James  Ross. 

Mr.  Dohrman  died  at  Steubenville  in  ldl3, 
leaving  a  widow,  the  petitioner,  and  eleven  minor 


children,  In  extreme  penury,  wlio  nowpitfo 
their  petition  for  relief.  Instances  ejtfst,  in  ike 
opinion  of  the  committee,  where  benefits  ban 
been  extended  bj  Congress  of  not  strcHiffer  e^oi tj 
or  materially  dissimi»r  prineiptes.  The  com- 
mittee conceive  the  very  liberal  adjustnat  of 
this  claim  by  the  Congress  in  1787  is  tbe  biggest 
proof  of  Mr.  Dohrmao's  distfBgaished  neriu. 
As  he  has  failed  to  realize  the  benefit  inteodei 
for  bim  by  the  grant  of  his  township,  thro&sh 
real  misfortune,  the  committee  spprehend  tbe 
priiiciples  of  equitv  admit  of  an  eqaivmleni  beii^ 
extended  to  his  helpless  family,  espeeinllj  as  it  b 
believed  tbe  United  States  have  received  tiie 
value  of  the  land  he  might  bare  selected,  bet 
which  not  to  have  done  was  his  mtafortnee.  The 
committee  therefore  respectfully  submit  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution,  to  wit : 

Bemdved^  That  a  committee  be  ai^oiated  to 
draught  and  report  a  bill  allowing  9  aosu- 
ally  to  Raefaael  Dohrman,  widow^  of  AnM 
Henrj  Dohrman,  during  such  time  as  sbe  nay 
remain  a  widow,  payable  quarterly;  and  t 
annually  to  each  of  the  minor  chiMrea  o(  said 
Dohrman  until  they  shall  respectively  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty^one  years;  wbieb  benefits 
shall  be  received  and  applied  under  tbe  saperit- 
tendence  of  the  Orphans'  Coart  of  tbe  proper 
county. 


House  of  Rqitneh 


To  tke  homKrobk  the  Senaie  and 
tatwei  of  tke  UniUd  Staie»  in 

The  petition  of  Rachael  Dobrman,  widow  of 
Arnold  Robert  Dohrman,  Esq.,  deeeawd,  bomUy 
showeth:   That  the  said  Arnold  Henrjr  Doh^ 
mahn  died  at  Steubenville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
early  in  the  year  1813,  leaving  fonr  pelitioscr 
and  eleven  minor  children  without  anf  mesas 
whatever  for  their  subsistence  and  pretectioa; 
that,  for  almost  four  rears,  jout  petitioner  kas 
struggled  with  the  hard  vicissitudes  wbieb  attend 
the  maintenance  and  edncatioa  of  a  large  fmmilf 
of  infant  and  helpless  children,  witbont  any  re- 
source other  than  that  which  her  baads  aJbrded 
her,  and  the  charitable  aid  which  she  has  re- 
ceived from  hef»  kind  and  beneficent  seigbbors. 
From  the  first  of  these,  age  and  sickness  admon- 
ish her  to  expect  but  little  in  future  ^  to  tbe  sec- 
ond, she  feels  that  she  has  already  been  too  oftea 
a  suppliant,  and  too  long  a  debtor;  tbat  tbe  over- 
whelming reflection  which  ber  future  prospect 
presents,  of  seeing  her  children,  the  oi^ring  of 
Arnold  Henry  Donrman,  not  only  deprived  of  the 
substantial  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life,  but 
stepping  upon  the  stage  of  active  life  and  busi- 
ness, destitute  of  all  the  intellectual  acquirements 
which  their  father  enjoyed,  has  induced  jom 
petitioner  to  overcome  her  prejudices  of  edoei- 
tion  and  finer  sensibilities  on  the  subject,  and  pre- 
sent herself  and  her  children,  with  their  wssts 
and  distresses,  before  the  guardian  powers  of  ci»st 
country  for  whose  interest  and  independencf,  in 
the  hour  of  peril,  Mr.  Dohrman  exposed  his  life 
and  sacrificed  his  fortune. 

It  is  due  to  your  honorable  iegiaintiTe  bodies 
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that  your  petitioDer,  suggest  the  reasons  where- 
fore she  veirtores  to  sopplicate  the  eoasideratioD 
of  Cobffress  to  her  distresses ;  she,  therefore,  very 
respeetfolly  appeals  to  the  jonroals  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legislature  for  the  years  A.  D  1785,  '6,  and 
'T,  from  which  it  will  appear  that,  during  the 
struggle  of  the  United  Stales  for  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, Mr.  Dohrman's  "own  bouse  in  Por* 
togal  was  frequently  the  asylum  of  whole  crews 
of  captive  American  seamen,  who  were  fed, 
clothed,  and  relieved  in  sickness  through  his  ben* 
evolence,  and  that  at  a  time  when  his  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  America  was  dangerous  both  to 
his  person  and  property ;''  that,  while  an  entire 
stranger  to  every  citizen  of  these  then  colonies, 
he  ventured  to  be  their  only  friend  in  a  Kingdom 
in  alliance  with,  and  under. the  Influence  of  their 
powerful  enemy ;  that  he  was  afterwards  selected 
as  the  agent  and  consul  of  these  then  United  Col- 
oniea  to  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  discharged 
that  trust  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  received, 
not  only  from  the  Congress  the  approbation  of 
the  nation,  but  also  the  voluntary  testimonials  of 
respect  and  thanks  from  the  governments  of  the 
several  Siata.  Your  petitioner  also  appeals  to 
the  memorials  of  many  living  worthies  of  those 
bright  days  of  American  glory,  and  flatters  her-» 
self  she  may  be  excused  for  dwelling  with  a  gnte* 
fnl  and  pleasing  thought  on  the  testimony  of  Mr« 
Dohrman's  services,  voluntarily  recorded  of  him 
by  the  illustrious  founders  of  American  independ* 
ence,  Cteneral  Washington,  Hon«  Patrick  Henry, 
President  Adams,^  President  Jefferson,  and  many 
others ;  some  of  whom,  though  she  forbears  to 
mention  their  names,  she  knows  were  the  warm 
and  aeUve  friends  of  Mr.  Dohrauin,  and  on  whom 
she  now  rests  a  fond  hope,  knowing  that  they  yet 
lire  ornaments  of  their  country,  and  intrusted 
with  its  welfare  and  its  honor. 

Your  petitioner  is  not  unadvised  that  Mr.  Dohr* 
ma  a  received  a  compensation  for  his  services  as 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Portugal,  and  also 
a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  remuneration  for  his 
sacrifices  and  services  in  favor  of  American  sea- 
men I  nor  does  she  complain  of  the  want  of  mu- 
nificence or  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  towards  Mr.  Dohrman,  hut,  on  the  contra- 
ry^ she  bears  witness  of  the  liberal  spirit  with 
woich  Mr.  Dohrman  was  treated,  not  only  by  the 
worthv  personages  before  named  and  alluded  to, 
bat  also  by  the  national  councils  of  this  bis 
adopted  country;  but  she  feels  that  she  may  be 
permitted  to  remind  the  guardians  of  this  great 
and  happy  people,  that  the  services  of  ^  one  who," 
in  the  language  of  Governor  Henry,  of  Virginiai 
*^  ooailied  to  &em  by  any  ties  of  kindred  or  coun- 
try, opened  his  purse  to  thvir  distressed  captive 
countrymen,  and  took  them  to  his  bosom  as  his 
brethren,"  are  not  to  be  estimated  by  any  weight 
or  measure;  and  that  the  reward  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  intended  in  their  dona- 
tion of  lands  for  Mr.  Dohrman,  was  not  (on  ac- 
coont  of  an  unfortunate  selection  of  a  township) 
realized  to  Mr.  Dohrman  to  one-half  of  its  sup- 
posed extent.  Mr.  Dohrman  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  land  himself,  and,  confiding  in  erroneous 


iaformation  of  others,  or  misled  by  false  misrep- 
resentations  of  its  quality  and  situation,  instead 
of  a  township  of  even  an  average  worth  or  qual- 
ity, he  chose  one  worth  less  than  any  other  out  of 
which  he  was  entitled  to  make  his  selection.  And 
though  in  this  he  could  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  United  States,  yet,  inasmuch 
as  Congress  designed  for  him  a  greater  remune- 
ration than  he  realized,  and  the  Ui^ited  States 
Treasury  has  {profited  by  his  unfavorable  selec- 
tion, vour  petitioner  humbly  conceives  she  may 
well  De  excused  if  she  has  formed  too  sanguine 
hopes  of  a  further  consideration  of  the  subject  by 
the  National  Legislature;  and  even  then  she 
trusts  that,  if  noble  deeds  of  patriotism,  valor, 
virtue,  or  humanity,  will  anywhere  on  earth  res- 
cue the  offspring  of  the  actor  from  penury  and 
distress,  the  children  of  Mr*  Dohrman  have  yet  a 
pledge  of  promise  in  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people. 

Tour  petitioner  prays  to  be  indulged  in  the 
further  humble  representation  that  a  continued 
series  of  misfortunes  and  disappointments  had 
pursued  Mr.  Dohrman  from  the  first  moment 
bis  own  house  became  the  asylum  of  distressed 
American  captives  in  Portugal  until  his  death,  in 
1813,  in  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Educated  in  Su- 
ropean  manners,  and  indulged  in  early  life  ia  the 
lap  of  fortune,  he  was  but  too  little  prepared  to 
meet  and  buffet  the  stubborn  realities  and  busy 
toils  of  an  American  merchant  or  agriculturist* 
He  was,  therefore,  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions ;  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances ;  his  soul 
was  too  great  to  murmur ;  education  had  taught 
him  not  to  supplicate ;  the  little  value  and  dead 
capital  of  his  land  rendered  his  estate  insolvent 
and  he  died  the  child  and  victim  of  despair  and 
sorrow,  consoled  in  his  last  moments  by  the  ani- 
mating and  pleasing  reflection,  that  though  hii 
wife  and  children  were  about  to  become  the  ob- 
jects of  an  eleemosynary  subsistence,  he  left  them 
free  in  the  land  be  had  sought  for  his  home  and 
his  sepulchre,  and  for  whose  political  happiness^ 
though  he  had  sacrificed  his  own.  and  depauper- 
ated his  children,  yet  the]r  were  left  to  be  cher- 
ished by  those  wnom  he,  in  his  tura,  had  "  fed, 
clothed,  and  relieved  from  sickness."  Your  pe- 
titioner forbears  further  to  relate,  but  throws  her- 
self and  children  upon  the  bounty  and  liberal  pro* 
taction  of  an  enlightened  people,  and  will  ever 
pray. 

RACHAEL  DOHRMAN. 

Steoubnville,  Ohio,  Jan*  6, 1817. 


By  THfi  U.  S.  IN  CONOBBSB  AaSEMBLBD, 

June  21, 1780. 
The  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  of  23d  May  from  Mr.  P.  Henry, 
late  Governor  of  Virginia,  report: 

That,  from  the  said  letter  and  other  papers  laid 
before  them,  as  well  as  from  the  information  of 
Mr.  Q.  Anderson,  they  find  that  Mr.  Arnold  Hen- 
ry Dohrman,  merchant  of  Lisbon,  hath,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  manifested  a 
warm  and  steady  attachment  to  the  causa  and 
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tflterests  of  the  United  States ;  that  be  hmth  ex- 
pended larse  sums  of  moaejr  in  carrying  into 
pMCtice  sobemes  projected  bv  him  for  assistioff 
them  with  clothing  and  warlike  storee,  as  weU 
in  supplying  great  nnmbers  of  American  prison^ 
en  carried  into  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom  of  Por* 
togal  with  money  and  ail  other  necessaries  for 
their  comfortable  sobsistence  while  there,  and  for 
iheir  return  to  their  own  country  by  such  routes 
«s  they  preferred;  that,  from  the  great  wealth 
and  influence,  and  the  farorable  disposition  of  the 
said  Arnold  Henry  Dohrmao,  many  benefits  might 
be  derived  to  these  Stales  by  enabling  him  to  be 
more  publicly  and  extensiTely  useful  under  the 
sanction  of  authority  from  Congress;  that  the 
committee  are  assured  the  said  Mr.  Dobrman 
wishes  for  no  salary  or  emolument  for  his  ser* 
▼ices,  but  simply  a  repayment  of  bis  advances 
when  it  shall  be  most  convenient :  whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  Arnold  Henry  Dobrman,  of 
the  city  of  Lisbon,  merchant,  be  appointed  agent 
for  the  United  States  in  the  Kingdom  of  Portu- 
al,  for  the  transaction  of  such  anairs  of  the  said 

tatesas  may  be  committed  to  his  discretion. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'ry. 


g 


7b  the  Honorabie  the  United  diatet  of  Amariea,  in 

Congrese  aaaembied: 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  Arnold  Henry 
Dobrman,  of  Lisbcm,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Por«- 
tngal,  agent  for  the  said  United  States,  respeet- 
fuDy  show : 

That  your  memorialist  (by  birth  a  subject  of 
the  Netherlaods)  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Qreaf 
Britaini  a  resident  at  Lisbon,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Portugal;  possessed  of  handsome  property,  and  in 
full  credit  as  a  merchant. 

That,  having  imbibed  from  early  lift  a  strong 
•ttacbment  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  he  saw 
with  anxious  and  affectionate  conecra  the  first 
efRMts  of  this  country  to  defend  and  secure  tke 
rights  of  human  nature ;  and  carried  along  by  a 
desire  to  espouse  its  cause,  unsolicited,. and  with* 
out  kope  or  expectation  of  reward,  at  a  period, 
toO)  when  Buropean  prejadices  and  opinions 
wished  and  predicted  the  ruin  of  that  oa«se,  he 
resolved  to  devote  himself  to  it  by  the  best  ser* 
vices  his  situation  would  permit. 

Tbat  the  object  which  presented  itself  to  him 
as  the  one  in  which  be  could  best  execute  this 
resolution  with  advantage  to  America,  was  the 
preservation  and  relief  of  captive  seamen  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  would  throw  within  his  reach. 
These  in  considerable  numbers,  at  different  times, 
as  well  in  Spain  and  in  the  Western  islands  as 
throughout  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  he  assisted 
with  supplies  of  food,  medicine,  care,  clotfaioff, 
and  the  means  of  transporting  themselves  back 
to  America.  His  own  bouse  irequently  received 
whole  crews  from  the  prison  ships,  from  whence 
the  sick  and  wounded  were  sent  to  hospitals,  and 
where  the  well  were  entertained  and  supported  I 
tiU  opportunities  could  be  found  for  thair  return ' 


home;   for  which  pnrpoae  thwf  w< 
with  every  necessaiy. 

That  the  execution  of  this  piaa  was  atteaM 
with  great  hazard  as  well  ss  gre«t  cz]Kaae  la^ 
loss  to  your  memorialist,  wlio  soon  became  u 
object  or  the  resentment  an(l  peiwcmioa  of  the 
Court  of  London;  upon  whooe  instaocea  wHk  ike 
Court  of  Portugal,       ♦         *  «         •      « 

jrour  memorialist  was  forbiddeft*  om  pain  oi  bn- 
ishment,  from  continning  bin  naaiatnnce  to  tke 
Americans;  but  his  atiacbowBt  to  their 
would  not  suffer  him  to  be  ilcigsfed  by 
or  dangers  from  penisting  in  wliat  be 
as  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  caoae  e^  bwmantty  ssl 
liberty. 

That,  happily  for  him,  the  events  ef  war  favoh 
ing  the  hopes  of  America,  and  peeeariag  tke 
eonntenance  of  some  of  the  most  retptetakk 
Powers  of  Burope,  prevented  tbe  execucioa  ei 
these  menaces;  and  your  hoaorable  body, jobs 
time  in  the  vear  1780,  having  beea  mfmwud  ci 
the  good*will  of  vour  memorialisi,  and  haruv 
been  pleased,  unasxed  by  him,  lo  re  ward  Urn  vita 
the  appointment  of  agent  at  tbe  CoarteCliAon, 
your  memorialist  had  the  satialaetioa  (tboof^  not 
recognised  by  that  Court  till  alter  ibe  peace)  is 
continue  his  cealous  endeavors  for  tbek  serviei^ 
under  the  authority  and  saaetioa  of  tbe  Uaited 
States. 

Tbat  too  much  of  your  menaorialist^  tiacisi* 
teation,  and  money,  was  empiof  cd  n  tbe  pnss- 
cution  of  these  views,  to  consist  witb  tbe  pns- 
penty  of  bis  private  affiufs.  Tbe  diauaactfla  k 
his  funds,  the  disgusts  and  feacs  of  bk  fnendsQi 
account  of  the  part  he  took,  tbe  critical  positioa 
in  which  be  for  a  long  time  stood  wttb  ibe  Gov* 
ernment,  eonenrred  ia  the  mio  of  bis  aaereaatik 
credit  and  interest.  The  eeaseqnenee  ia,  tbiz  he 
now  stands  in  need  of  the  bounty  of  Coafcinitinr 
what  he  hopes  he  has  deaerrcMy  bat  aever  is- 
tended,  till  urged  bv  necesatiy,  aad  iariied  by  tbe 
complete  success  or  the  RevMotioo,  to  ask  a  re- 
imbursement of  his  expense^  and  a  leanaahle 
compeasation  for  his  aervicea. 

That,  actuated  by  a  atroag  desire  of  wMting 
that  land  of  liberty  he  so  longlovcd,  admsed,  and 
seived,  aad  of  manifesiiiig  upon  tbeipot  ba  ve- 
speot  for  tbat  august  body  whose  wiadcMa  has 
founded  tbe  Ameneaa  RepobUc,  aad  at  the  saoie 
time  hoping  that  his  preaenee  woald  eaable  hia 
to  give  a  more  aatisfoctory  espUaaiiQa  of  his  sir- 
vices  and  pretensions,  yoar  memoriaUat  seaM 
time  since  communicated  to  Coagveas  his  iatca- 
tioa  to  embark  for  America ;  which  be  has  siace 
done,  leaving  his  brother,  Jacob  Dobrman.  hb 
substitute  at  tbe  Court  of  Lidwa,  who  has  accord- 
ingly been  received  in  that  cafmoity,  and  whose 
abilities  and  influence  will  more  tbaa  aapply  tk 
absence  of  your  meanorialist. 

That  your  memorialist,  beinj^  now  arrived  st 
the  seat  of  Congress,  is  happy  in  tbe  opportasity 
it  affords  him  of  renewing  to  your  honorable  My 
the  assurances  of  his  unalterable  respect  and 
veneration. 

That,yoar  memorialist,  confident  he  mf  ex- 
pect from  the  jostiee  and  geneioaity  of  tbe  coun> 
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try  ia  ijFhow  faie  ha  baa  so  wmtmlj  iatenaattd 
himself,  not  only  a  proper  iDdemaity  for  his  ex- 
penses, losses,  and  sacnfitfes,  but  also  an  adequate 
compensation  for  bis  serrices,  has  only  to  regret 
that  the  circumstances  nndei  which  those  ex- 
penses were  incurred,  and  those  serFices  per* 
formed,  do  not  permit  kum  to  offer  to  Congress 
vouchers  for  many  of  the  articles  which  compose 
his  claim.  Tour  meinorialist  cannot,  however, 
but  flatter  himself  that  indulgent  allowances  will 
be  made  for  his  situation  i  to  entitle  him  to  which, 
he  begs  l^ave  to  surest  the  following  facts : 

That  a  great  part  of  the  time  he  kept  no  regu- 
lar accounts ;  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
expense  was  incurred  under  his  own  roof,  and  con* 
founded  with  other  family  disbursements  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  prisoners  whom  be,  from  lime 
to  time,  received  in  his  house;  that  much  of 
what  he  did  was  done  in  a  secret  manner,  to 
elude  public  observation,  and  of  course  uynder 
pretexts  and  appearances  which  would  not  admit 
of  vouchers  of  the  facts;  and,  in  the  Iftst  plaoe» 
that  he  was  often  obliged,  for  his  own  purity, 
to  deposite  his  papers  out  of  hie  poasessioa ;  by 
which  means  many  of  them  were  at  different 
times  lost* 

Your  mamorialisi,  therefore,  to  supply  any  de- 
ficiencies which  may  appear,  must  rely  on  the 
notoriety  of  his  sacrifices  and  services,  and  musi 
appeal  to  the  accounts  received  by  some  of  the 
members  of  your  own  body»  aad  to  the  testimony 
of  respectable  iodividuak  now  on  this  oontineni, 
which,  in  the  progress  of  the  business,  your  n^e- 
morialist,  if  required^  will  endeavor  to  produce. 

That  your  memorialist,  having  liule  more  in 
his  power  than  to  exhibit  a  ffcnefi^l  sketch  of  the 
obj^ects  of  his  expenditures,  dc^b  leave  herewith 
to  subqut  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  yuur 
honorable  body, recalling  to  the  attention  of  Con* 
fte^  the  time  and  circumstances  under  whiah  he 
first  gave  proofs  of  his  aitachmeni  to  the  AmMl* 
can  cause,  the  ^culiarity  of  those  proofs,  the  vol* 
notary  and  disinterested  manner  in  which  they 
were  given,  by  a  stranger  to  the  country,  and  no 
otherwise  allied  to  its  interests  than  by  the  sym- 
pathy of  common  principles;  the  actual  saorinces 
and  personal  danger  with  which  they  were  at- 
tended ;  the  instrumentality  of  your  memorialist 
in  preservtQg  to  the  United  States  many  valua- 
ble subjects,  part  of  whom  woiM  hi^ve  lost  their 
lives  for  want  of  proper  assistance,  and  others 
woald  have  been  compelled  by  their  necessities 
to  en^gvgf  ia  Ibo  service  of  the  enemy;  the  singu- 
lar aitqiktion  to  which  his  ansought  interference 
woald  have  reduced  him  had  the  Revolution 
failed ;  and.  In  the  last  place^  to  the  distress  and 
embarrassment  which  he  in  fact  experienced  in 
consequence  of  the  application  of  his  funds  aod 
time  to  its  advancement,  d&c.  Your  petitioner 
will  ever  pray,  ^.  A.  H.  DOHRMAN. 

[PreeoBfted  to  Gongiees,  July  19, 178^] 

Paris,  May  16, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  llth  of  April, 


in  which  you  inform  me  that  more  than  six  hun- 
dred of  my  unfortunate  countrymen  have  received 
succors  froin  you,  without  which  they  must  have 
been  reduced  to  despair,  or  forced  to  engage  on 
board  the  vessels  of  their  enemies. 

In  this,  sir,  you  have  distinguished  yourself  by 
efforts  of  humanity,  which  do  you  ^reat  honor, 
and  whioh  deserve  more  imitation  in  countries 
where  it  is  a  pity  there  is  so  much  occasion  for 
them.  There  would  not  be  so  much  occasion 
for  them  in  Portugal,  give  me  leave  to  say,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  free  admission  of  British,  men^ 
of-war  and  privateers  into  their  harbors,  and  for 
the  rigorous  and  iinpolitie,  and  I  must  add  unjust, 
exclusion  of  American  men-of-war  and  privateers 
from  those  ports.  Americans  have  done  no  in- 
jury to  Portugal,  to  deserve  a  treatment  so  par- 
tial; on  the  contrary,  the  long  and  free  inter- 
course of  commerce  between  America  and  that 
kingdom  gives  them  a  ri^ht  to  have  expected  a 
treatmeax  less  hostile.  My  countrymen,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  be  less  thankful  to  you  for  your 
j^nerositv ;  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  prize 
II  thehiglier.  You  will  please  to  accept  of  mv 
thanks  as  an  individual  who  feels  himself 
obliged  to  every  gentlem«a»  of  whatever  country, 
who  is  good  enough  to  assist  his  unfortunate 
countrymen. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  your  letter 
to  Congress,  or  a  copy  of  it ;  but,  lest  mine  should 
miscarry,  I  should  advise  vou  to  write  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congrees  yourself,  and  aend  your  letter 
by  some  of  th«  Americans  who  may  be  at  Lisbon* 

I  am  verv  sorry  for  Capuin  Cunningham's 
captivity,  who  has  deserved  well  of  his  country. 
I  was  informed  of  it  by  a  letter  from  Lisbon  be- 
fore from  Mr.  Calf,  to  whom  I  would  write  if  I 
did  not  suppose  him  gone  from  Lisbon^  I  waited 
on  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin  immediately,  to 
ioform  himt  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  b^  taken  such  mea- 
sures as  were  in  his  power  for  the  relief  of  Capt 
Cunningham* 

I  am.  with  much  respect,  your  obliged  and 
ofaedieot  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Arnold  H.  Dohruah. 


Virginia,  May  24, 1780. 

Sir:  The  many  kindnesses  which  you  have 
shown  to  our  captive  countrj^men  whom  the  for* 
tune  of  war  has  carried  within  the  reach  of  your 
inquiries  do  great  honor  to  your  humanity,  and 
must  forever  interest  us  in  your  welfare.  I  beg 
leave,  on  behalf  of  my  countrymen,  to  adjure 
you  that  these  attentions  are  felt  with  sensibility, 
and  that  any  occasion  which  shall  offer  of  ren- 
dering you  service  will  be  cheerfully  embraced. 
Should  future  events  open  an  intercourse  be- 
tween your  country  and  ours,  for  the  exchanges 
of  proauctions  yielded  by  the  one  and  wanted 
by  the  other^  your  actions  have  pointed  out  the 
friend  to  whose  negotiations  we  may  safely  con- 

Iflde  our  interests  and  necessities. 
I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  great- 
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est  eiteein  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

To  Arnold  Hsnry  Dohbman,  Esq. 


Richmond  Town,  in  Viroinia, 

December  12, 1780. 

Dear  and  Worthy  Sir  :  Understandinfir  that 
there  is  a  coDYeyance  to  you  by  fL  Tessel  just 
about  to  sail,  I  sit'down,  in  great  hurry  of  busi- 
ness, to  write  you  this  letter.  I  know  not  if  you 
have  received  those  already  written  and  sent, 
and  perhaps  may  repeat  some  things  formerly 
mentioned,  whioh  the  uncertainty  of  convey- 
ances, I  hope,  will  excuse.  I  must  again  present 
my  best  ackaowledgmffufs  and  thanks  for  the 

Senerous  present  you  ordered  to  me.  Mr.  An- 
crson  informs  me  of  it ;  and,  although  the  acci- 
dents of  war  deprived  me  of  receiving  the  arti- 
cles your  undeserved  generosity  intended  for  me, 
yet  the  enemy  could  not  lake  from  me  that  which 
your  liberality  designed — I  mean  your  esteem 
and  regard.  Uf  these  I  am  happy  to  find  myself 
ID  possession;  and  I  can  assure  you  that,  in 
return,  I  give  you  mine,  with  all  the  sincerity 
and  warmth  a  high  sense  of  gratitude  for  bene- 
fits conferred  on  my  suffering  and  distressed 
countrymen  can  inspire.  These  benefits  can 
only  be  equalled  by  the  noble  and  disinterested 
manner  in  whioh  they  are  conferred;  and  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  charged  with  flattery  when  I  say 
that,  among  the  transactions  of  this  interesting 
time,  some  friend  to  virtue  I  hope  will  be  found 
who  may  record  the  fact,  and  inform  the  world 
that  there  lives  a  man  who  turned  bis  eyes  from 
scenes  of  grandeur,  dissipation,  and  the  allure- 
ments  of  wealth  and  pleasure,  to  behold  the  vir- 
tuous sons  of  America  strugsling  for  the  rights 
of  human  nature;  and,  although  unallied  to 
them  by  any  ties  of  country  or  kindred,  he  opened 
his  purse  to  them  as  distressed  captives,  ana  took 
them  to  his  bosom  as  brethren*  As  an  American 
I  thank  you,  sir ;  and,  as  a  lover  of  those  virtues 
that  adorn  our  nature^  I  congratulate  myself  to 
see  it  thus  rescued  from  the  general  charge  of 
degeneracy.  I  know  how  little  valuable,  in  gen- 
eral, empty  praises  are,  especially  those  that  come 
from  this  distant  part  of  the  world ;  but  they  are 
all  we  have  to  give  at  present.  For  the  present, 
therefore,  accept  from  me  this  only  tribute  which 
1  can  give  to  your  merit.  Perhaps  time  may  fur- 
nish the  metfns  of  something  more  substantial  in 
return. 

I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  you  to  Congress. 
They  have  been  pleased  to  appomt  you  agent  for 
the  dnited  American  States  in  your  country.  I 
wished  this  to  be  done,  as  a  mark  of  regard  to 
you,  and  beg  your  excuse  if  you  wished  it  not  to 
be  done.  Perhaps,  after  this  appointment,  nothing 
which  this  particular  State  could  do  would  be 
worth  attending  to  of  a  similar  nature. 

Your  friend,  Mr.  George  Anderson,  has  often 
mentioned  to  me  the  case  of  Captain  Felt,  and 
I  have  given  him  the  best  assistance  in  my  power 
in  that  and  every  other  matter.    Indeed,  nis  dili- 


gence, assiduity,  and  alertness  are  so  i^eat  ikt  I 
am  confident  he  will  omit  Dothing  for  yeor  »- 
terest.  I  can  assure  you  I  am  happy  that  1  wn 
instrumental  in  ushering  him  into  your  nodes 
and  regard,  because  I  am  sore  lie  will  4o  yoe 
business  well  and  effectually,  and  he  pofsnse 
uncommon  diligence,  joined  to  cnpncity  isd  in- 
tegrity; and  be  assured  I  will  lend  him  mjssast- 
ance  and  best  advice  for  your  intereau 

I  am  at  present  in  private  life,  except  iht  I 
am  chosen  a  representative  in  ovr  Legishurc 
Assembly.  The  first  part  of  this  war  I  speaiii 
public  life ;  and,  from  the  excesaive  load  of  bs- 
ness,  I  was  glad  to  see  the  end  of  three  years,  t: 
which  my  office  was  limited  by  law.  My  dwd- 
ing  is  far  inland,  in  the  county  of  Henry,  to  whick  : 
place  letters  to  me  will  be  addressed.  I 

At  present,  the  war  is  changed  from  the  non^  > 
em  to  the  southern  part  of  the  coatiaeaL  Tbe 
capture  of  Charleston  has  raised  our  eoemj^ 
spirits,  although  it  is  of  not  so  great  eoBsegaesce 
as  they  affect  to  believe.  Verjr  lately  we  kiiied 
and  tool^  prisoners  the  whole  or  a  party  of  eieven 
hundred  and  odd,  that  advanced  op  into  the 
country  supposed  to  be  conquered,  asA  none  of 
the  party  escaped  to  tell  the  news.  This  expka  j 
was  achieved  by  Colonel  William  Campbell,  bj  | 
brother-in-law,  with  nine  hundred  militta,  aiined 
only  with  rifles,  and  no  hand  weapons,  while  tk  \ 
enemy  were  posted  on  the  top  of  a  moastiiB. 
behind  their  defences.  It  is  aeeoanted  one  of  the 
greatest  exploits  performed  in  America  dahag 
this  war,  and  has  disconcerted  the  enemy  gresilj. 
However,  they  are  preparing  to  act  against  u  it 
the  South  with  vigor,  and  we  are  preparing  for 
the  event  of  another  campaign.  It  will  be  preuj 
obstinate,  I  believe.  The  northern  States  I  eoa- 
sider  as  quite  given  up  by  Ghent  Britain,  isi 
their  only  remaining  hopes  fixed  on  the  sootkra, 
where  the  people  are  not  so  warlike^  and,  from 
their  smaller  nombers,  not  able  to  resist  so  effec- 
tually; but  our  forces  will  march  from  the  Norths 
and,  1  trusty  continue  the  contest  with  effect 

It  will  give  me  sreat  pleasure  to  correspond 
with  you,  and,  on  ail  occasions,  to  show  yoa  that, 
with  the  most  sincere  resard  and  esteem, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  amctionate  friend  and  very 
humble  servant, 

PATRICK  HENRY. 

Arnold  Hinrt  Dobrman,  Esq. 


RicexoRD,  Jaamary  1, 178S. 

Sir  :  It  was  not  before  yesterday  that  the  Sen- 
ate of  Virginia  had  official  knowledge  of  yon, 
sir,  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  acquainted 
with  your  conduct  in  respect  to  our  nnhappj 
countrymen  (as  well  as  to  others  of  our  sister 
States)  carried  prisoners  into  Lisbon  by  our  crsel 
and  unnatural  enemies  the  British.  Strnck  vith 
surprii^e  on  having  ia  proof  the  nanat>eriess  is- 
stances  of  your  unpacalieied  acts  of  generositf  to 
them,  and  the  dangers  you  run  at  a  time  when 
your  Court  had  shown  no  open  act  hy  whick  we 
had  reason  to  expect  friendship  from  her,  and 
when  she  was  in  close  alliance  with  onr  eoemiei, 
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we  caoQot  tall  whiek  most  to  admiM,  your  Chria- 
tian  yirtaes,  or  your  fortttodo  in  exposing  yoar 
person  and  fortooe  to  the  maehinatioiis  of  our 
eoemies,  then  id  high  interest  with  the  august 
house  who  governs  your  country,  and  with  whom 
we  think  ourselves  extremely  happy  in  having 
formed,  since  our  independence  has  been  estate 
lished,  a  connexion,  whieh  we  most  heartily  pray 
mav  be  continued  on  the  most  enlarged  and  lib* 
erai  principles.  It  is  with  pleasure,  sir^  we  know 
you  are  admitted  at  your  Court  to  act  in  a  public 
eharacter  by  commission  from  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  it 
gives  Ds  a  prospect  tbat^by  your  abilities,  a  more 
open  and  free  commercial  system  will  be  adopted 
between  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

It  is,  sir,  with  the  utmost  pleasure  to  myself 
that,  as  Speaker  of  the  honorable  body  the  Senate 
of  my  countryi  I  have  their  orders  to  return  you 
their  grateful  and  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
the  oumbertess  acta  of  favors  our  citizens,  as  well 
SB  others  of  oar  sister  States,  have  received  from 
joo. 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  CASEY, 
Speaker  cfthe  Senate  of  Virginia, 

Arrolo  Henrt  Dohruan,  Esq. 


MouMT  Vbrnom ,  July  9, 1786. 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  uke  the  liberty  of  introdtteiB|r 
Mr.  Dohrmaa  to  your  friendly  notice  and  civili* 
tics.  He  is  represented  to  me  as  a  gentleman  of 
great  merit,  and  one  who,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  war,  f  when  our  affaire  were  rather  overshad- 
owed,) advanced  his  money  very  liberally  to  sup* 
port  our  suffering  countrymen  in  captivity. 

He  has  some  matter  to  submit  to  Congress, 
whieh  he  can  exj^ain  better  than  L  I  am  per- 
soaded  he  will  offer  nothing  which  is  ineonsis- 
ttnt  with  the  strictest  rules  of  propriety,  and,  of 
coarse,  that  it  will  merit  your  patronage. 

With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear 
'ir,  your  most  obedient,  hqmble  servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Hon.  Samukl  Chase. 


By  TBI  U.  S.  IN  CONORB88  ABBRMBLRD, 

Mondayy  October  1, 1787. 

Oq  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  their  report  oa  the  memorial 
of  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman : 
.  Beiohedj  That  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman  be  re- 
inbursed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six  dollars  and  seventy-two  ninetieths  of  a 
dollar,  with  interest  00  the  same  from  the  time  of 
expenditure,  being  the  amount  of  sundry  dis- 
^Qtsements  by  him  made  for  the  relief  of  Ameri* 
can  prisoners,  agreeably  yy  vouchers  examined 
and  admitted  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

And  whereas  the  claims  of  the  said  Arnold 
Henry   Dohrman    against   the   United    Statea 


amount  to  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths,  over 
and  above  the  sum  of  five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six  dollars  and  seventy-two  ninetieths,  as 
above  stated,  in  support  of  which  various  and 
important  documents  are  offered,  though  of  a 
nature  too  general  to  be  admitted  ameably  to 
the  rules  of  the  Treasury:  and  whereas  this 
deficiencv  of  vouchers  appears  to  arise  from  the 
nature  or  the  disbursements  made  by  Mr.  Dohr- 
man, whose  own  house  was  frequently  the  asy- 
lum of  whole  crewK  of  captive  American  seamen, 
who  were  fed,  clothed,  and  relieved  in  sickness 
through  bis  benevolence,  and  that  at  a  time  when 
his  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America  was  dan- 
gerous both  to  his  person'  and  property:  and 
whereas  Congress  are  disposed  to  acknowledge 
in  the  most  honorable  manner  the  eminent  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Mr.  Dohrman,  and  to  make  him 
further  compensation : 

Betolved  unanimouelify  That  the  ftid  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrman  be  allowed,  in  consideration  of 
his  faithful  and  generous  services  as  a^ent  from 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and 
that  the  said  salary  be  computed  iroro  the  period 
at  which  his  ex|Msnditures  commenced,  to  the 
present  day* 

Reeolvea  unanimouehf,  That  one  comrplete  and 
entire  township,  subject  to  the  reservations  as  in 
the  other  townships,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance 
of  the  dOth  May,  1785,  out  of  the  three  last 
ran^  surveyed  in  the  Western  Territorv  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  hereby  is^  granteo  to  the 
said  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  Tree  from  all 
charges  for  survey;  and  that  the  said  Arnold 
Henry  Dohrmaa  be  allowed  to  make  choice  of 
the  aforesaid  township  of  land  out  of  any  of  the 
said  three  ranges  last  surveyed,  after  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  shall  have  drawn  for  the  pronor- 
tionate  quantity  of  land  assigned  to  the  late 
army,  agreeably  to  the  said  ordinance  of  the  SOth 
May,  1785. 

Keeolved  wnanimonffy.  That  the  above  pay- 
ments be  made  in  such  manner  as  the  present 
state  of  the  finances  will  best  admit  of,  and  that 
the  same,  together  with  the  jriant  of  land  as 
aforeaaid,  be  in  full  of  Mr.  Uohrman's  claim 
against  the  United  States. 

CHARLES  THOMSON, 

Secretary, 


Stbubbnvillb,  Ja$i,  8, 1817. 

Sib  :  I  have  seen  and  read  the  petition  of  Mrs. 
Dohrman,  forwarded  to  you  by  laat  mail,  and 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  I  believe  the  facta 
contained  therein,  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  them,  to  be  true.  I 
have,  from  time  to  time,  made  particular  inqui- 
ries  as  to  the  value  of  the  land  which  Mr.  Dohr- 
man received  as  a  donation,  and  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I  consider  it  as  the  worst 
township  in  the  three  western  ranges  of  this 
district  out  of  which  Mr.  Dohrman  had  the  right 
of  sehMtion.    He  was  tiodoubtedly  imposed  on 
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by  kis  Afia^  wb«  mote  pfobghhr  made  the  aelM*  f 
ttoa  from  a  mere  inspeetioQ  of  the  map,  withoai 
e^  acUttl  riew  of  the  iand.  The  lose  smtaiaed 
by  Mr.  Dohrman  in  theselectioo  hae  beeagaiaed 
by  the  U  ailed  States ;  so  that,  od  this  groaad 
alone,  Mrs.  Dohrman  would  appear  to  have  a  fair 
oiaim. 

Whether  the  donation  made  to  Mr.  Dohrman, 
if  it  had  been  realised  to  its  fall  amount,  was  aa 
ads^nate  eompeasatioOf  yon  will  be  better  able  lo 
decide  on^a  view  of  the  doenmeais  aceompaojr* 
ing  (he  petitioiiu  I  mast  eoaless  that,  to  me;  it 
always  appeared  a  very  inadequate  return  for  ser- 
vices so  disinterested,  and  so  far  transcending  the 
common  limits  of  benevolenee.  The  grant  was 
made  in  the  year  1787.  At  that  time  the  country 
not  being  settled,  the  land  would  not  have  sold  for 
fifty  eenu  par  acre.  If,  as  I  believe  it  was,  the 
eipeadiiure  was  made  more  than  eight  years  be- 
fore that  time,  the  land,  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
would  not  have  sold  for  the  interest  of  the  sum 
actually  advanced  by  Mr.  Dohrman,  and  acknow* 
ledged  by  Congress  to  be  justly  due.  It  will  be 
reeollecied  thai  the  adjoining  lands  wese  not  of- 
fered for  sale  for  thirteen  years  afterwards,  viz : 
ia  JIBOO^  when  this  office  opened,  aad  few  sales 
were  made  so  £ir  west  as  Mr.  Dohman's  town- 
ship for  several  years  after  that  period.  It  is  pro- 
bable, therefore,  that  no  sale  could  have  been  ef- 
liscted  prior  to  1800 ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
neither  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  period  since  the 
grant,  could  the  township  panted  to  Mr.  Dohr- 
man have  been  sold  for  the  laterest  which  would 
M  the  same  period  have  been  due  on  the  sum  ex* 
pended  by  him,  if  I  aaa  ooriect  as  to  the  date  of 
that  expenditure.  I  do  not  believe  it  would  aow 
sell  for  half  that  amount,  and  I  am  well  assured 
that  it  did  not,  in  fact,  produce  half  that  amouat 
tft  Mr.  Dohrman. 

CNi  every  view,  then,  that  I  can  take  of  the 
eubjeet,  considered  merely  as  a  money  traasac- 
tion^  the  eotapMsation  appears  to  have  oeen  very 
inadequate.  But,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  to  he 
hoped  that  a  great  and  geuMOUs  people  will  not 
confine  themselves  to  a  mere  counting-house  cent 
and  dime  cahttlatioa  of  debit  and  credit.  By 
what  scale  can  yon  measure  the  benevolence  «f 
heart  that  proflspted  to  such  genetous  disinterest- 
ed humanity  as  Mr.  Dohrman  eviaeed  towards 
our  sufeing  oeuatrymen  I  By  what  rule  can  you 
estimale  the  wounded  sensibilities  of  a  generous 
and  cultivated  mind,  reduced  from  affluence,  from 
having  the  power  of  dispensing  bounty  and  re- 
lleviag  distress,  to  a  stale  of  dependence  and 
waiit-»to  need,  though  he  disdained  to  ask,  that 
charity  whieh  he  Imd,  in  better  days,  been  so 
prompt  to  bestow. 

Mr.  Dohrmaa,  sic,  died  two  doors  from  me.  lite- 
mlly  of  a  broken  heast,  without  one  ray  of  aope, 
as  10  this  world,  to  cheer  the  gloom,  but  what 
arose  from  the  expectation  that  this  his  adopted 
country,  whose  fnend  he  had  been  in  her  peril 
and  distressi  would  not,  in  her  day  oi  pvoaperity, 
abandon  his  now  helpless  family. 

1  iedolge  the  hope  that  Mrs.  Dohrmaa^  petition 
will  meet  a  favorable  veeeptioa ;  and  that  wo  may 


not  see  in  oar  scioets,  eamnga  setstyi 
ence  by  the  labor  of  their  haads,  friendksi 
uneducated,  the  children  of  this  early  asd 
friend  of  our  country,  whose  hesit,  wboeli 
and  whose  purse  were  so  promptly  udiij 
opened  to  our  distressed  and  safierugeu 


I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  ieipeeifoll|.s^ 
your  ofaedtoat  servant, 

DAVID  HOGa 
P.  8.  I  will  thank  you  lo  conaumiciie  \Sa^^ 
the  substance  of  it  to  14r.  Monov.  I  vosldhi 
written  to  him  also,  but  that  I  have  sot  thf  fi^ 
sure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  witii  bin. 

D.E 

Hon*  Bniif  Aittii  Ruooum, 
IFasAttigfoit  Obfy. 


PlTT8BUR0,/ai.l3,ISl'' 

DBAaSia:  A  petition  will  be  pceieKeiiuGii' 
gross  this  seeeion  by  the  widow  sid  tkMmn 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  suiiagibiirinMt^ 
tressed  condition,  and  praying  rdief it Noeshifi 
from  Googicis. 

Mr.  Dohrmaa's  meritorious  clumitttfiO' 
sidered  and  settled  1^  the  obt  CoatrosoBik 
1st  of  October,  1787,  as  appean  bf  (beJoonik 
of  that  date.  You  were  thea  a  nemWii" 
may  recollect  Mr.  Dohrmao,  vho  lired  Itqa 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  his  dweltqw 
twice  destroyed  by  fire.  Owiag  to  these  tf 
other  misfortttoes;  he  was  obli^  ^  thi« 
meieantile  pursoite  ;  and,  as  a  lastrBiMne,ii 
removed  to  the  Western  ceaatry,iBtliel«pew 
he  might  derive  swbsisteaee  for  his  fuBilf  f«i 
the  township  allotted  to  him  ia  il»  ^^^^^ 
by  the  readution  of  Coagiess.  Amti^ 
his  removal  hither,  he  was  obliftd  to  offfT 
his  M^washtp  to  some  of  hii  cntfiion  ii  m* 
YorlL  aad  this  disabled  him  inmmtktBi  m^ 
of  it  by  subdiffisiott  or  improrsanot* 

He  was  in  deplorable  embansaoesi  vhn  v 
reached  iJua  place,  and,  on  emmtftjio'r  ^fr 
that  he  had  nofortimacely  '^^.'^JiZ 
worst  townships  in  all  ths  fH^^^,^. 
by  the  taCotmauon  of  t  «"??'  '^^ 


traced  two  ouUines  of  i^  wh«ietb«'«*^>*ff« 
ed  to  be  good,  but  who  n«T«  bid  aimpe* » 
land  of  Uie  interior.  Indeed,  »t  t^^  ^'^'^ 
country  was  Kitle  known  e^»^5*!'  S 
who  were  obliged  to  ^o^P^^J^^^  JL^ 
them  against  the  savages,  '^biif  tksf  w[jrv^ 
boundaries  of  the  townships,  v^l^if^^^ 


way  of  the  lands  furtker  ibu  ihH.  T^tg^ 
qwrad.  The  whole  of  bis  WKiiiIup»^!; 
kM  witk  guUiee,  reiMte  fron  ••"'•^.V 
praMoteot,  uU  wovld  a«  mv  <»<bi>u<  *Z. 


Csmwi,  he  might  Jure  ukea  onettoi »«% 

WM  ofe^d.  0^  the  best  edrioe  ke  ««<^' 
beoMwe  to  cwiU  get  noUiiof  eiN  ""^rteU- 
who  were  destitute  of  fund*  w  i?""**!,,!! 
TWMcs.  He  teeepted  it,  kfl^wirMi 
takiac  the  best  laad,  wbieh  CoapW 
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intended  shottM  be  the  bitot,  but  whieh  by  mit- 
ttke  happened  to  beanong  the  wotst. 

He  itmoyed  from  this  plaee  to  SfeabenTille, 
;hat  be  aright  lire  at  less  expense,  and  be  nearer 
to  his  lands.  His  large  famity  febiefly  females) 
trss  mana^  and  snstnined  with  an  economy 
tod  frogality  beyond  anything  I  ever  witnessed ; 
ret  in  the  end  his  afnils  from  the  lands  were  ex- 
btnsted,  and  all  credit  at  an  end,  although  fab 
titnation  w«b  among  the  best  he  eoold  have  eho- 
len ;  far  the  soeiety  in  whieh  he  had  become  res* 
ident  were  kind  and  liberal  to  him,  and  have  con- 
itantd  their  benefieenee  to  his  helpless  family. 

As  he  had  nnmerons  documents  and  letters 
ihowiog  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him  by 
DMDy  in  the  old  QoTerament  who  are  still  living 
lid  ID  public  staciotts,  be  was  advised  to  go  In 
person  to  the  City  of  Washington,  «nd  make  his 
eoDdition  known,  in  the  hope  that  as  he,  in  the 
dtyt  of  his  prosperity  and  onr  distress,  had  neret 

CBrmitted  one  «r  oar  eaptfre  seamen  to  soffer,  bat 
it  boase  had  been  their  hospital  and  their  home, 
we,  in  onr  torn,  wonld  extend  to  him  a  helping 
htsd,  to  redeeoa  him  firom  the  calamities  that  had 
overwhelmed  him.  He  prepared  to  take  this  jonr* 
ney,  and  was  famished  with  means  for  his  ex* 
peases,  hot  he  sickened  and  died  before  tbe  season 
tllotted  ibr  leaVing  home. 

Although  he  did  not  live  to  solicit  reKef,  yet  it 
iieafoestly  hoped  that  his  family  may  not  be  for- 
gotiea.  Provision  may  be  made  for  them  with* 
oat  famishing  any  dangerous  precedent.  Their 
ease  is  sncb  as  can  hare  no  parallel.  Lands  of- 
fered and  accepted,  the  value  of  which  was  an- 
kaewa  and  eoold  not  be  ascertained  on  account 
of  danger  firom  a  public  enemy;  had  land  taken, 
where  good  land  was  intended  by  Congress,  the 
mntee  a  strsoger,  never  in  tbe  Western  country; 
sis  >erviefti  great,  his  subsequent  misfortunes,  the 
belplsss  state  of  his  family*— all  combine  to  justify 
n  indemnity  for  this  mistake,  either  ite  money, 
or,  what  would  appear  more  specific,  a  grant  of 
jtad  to  trustees,  with  power  to  sell  on  such  cred- 
iti)  in  such  porttons,  and  by  such  sobdtvisions  as 
tbey  may  think  advisable,  for  the  support  of  tbe 
ftmily  and  edieatioa  of  the  children;  the  accounts 
of  the  treaieea  to  be  stAmitted  to  the  court  of 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  approved  by  them ; 
tbe  court  to  have  fbll  power  to  fill  up  vacancies 
oeeasioaed  by  death  of  trustees,  dbc.,  and  to  com* 
pel  a  faithftil  execution  of  tbe  trust  as  in  other 


I  am  persuaded  you  will  cheerMty  oo-operaie 
IS  promoting  any  proper  measure  for  tbe  attain*- 
ment  of  relief  for  this  truly  wretched  family,  now 
dependent,  altogether  on  the  liberality  or  our 
coaotry ;  and,  if  you  see  no  fhtal  objection  to  their 
eUim,  let  me  ask  f»r  them  not  only  your  good 
<Aees  in  explaining>their  case  to  the  Benate,  but 
that  yon  would  also  take  the  trouble  of  commdni- 
eatine  to  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  ol 
tbe  House  of  Representatives  all  that  yen  may 
deem  useful  towards  forwarding  tbe  measures 
tbat  may  be  adopted  for  their  benefit ;  they  will, 
I  am  sure,  be  ready  to  assist  in  all  tb&t  ought  to 


an  Intimate  knowledge  of  aD  Mr.  Doh'r- 
man's  affiiirs,  ever  since  he  came  to  the  Westsm 
countrv,  I  can  speak  with  certainty  of  the  correct- 
ness of^all  that  I  have  etated ;  and  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  have  never  known  a  family  more  forlorn 
and  helpless,  without  any  blame  upon  their  own 
management  of  the  means  in  their  hands. 

I  have  entreated  your  assistance  in  this  chari- 
table business  the  more  readily  as  it  affords  me  the 
opportunity  of  presenting  myself  agaiki  to  yotrr 
reeotlection,  as  weH  as  of  assuring  yow  that  I  re- 
nmin  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  dear 
air,  your  faithful  friend^  and  most  obedieiit  ser- 
vant, JAMES  ROSS. 

Hon.  RuFua  Kiko. 

• 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrmsn,  deceased. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  HbuBe  qfJUef' 
reaentatwes  of  the  United  States  tf  America  m 
Ckmgreea  aseembted,  That  there  be.  and  hereby  is, 

f ran  ted  to  Rachael  Dohrman,  widow  of  Arnold 
(enry  Dohrman,  late  of  Steubenville,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  annually,  during  her  life^  payable  quar- 
terly from  and  after  the  SUt  day  of  December, 
1816. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurihet  enacted^  That  there 
be.  aod  hereby  is,  granted  to  each  of  the  minor 
children  of  tbe  said  Dohrman,  until  they  shall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  payable 
quarterly  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816 ;  the  said  grants  to  the  said  minor  chil- 
dren shall  be  received  and  applied  for  their  sup- 
port and  education,  and  shall  be  accounted  for  in 
conformity  to  the  laws  that  now  are^  or  hereafter 
may  be  in  force  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  providing 
for  the  management  of  the  estates  of  orphans. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
grants  herein  made  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropruted. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


OJ. 


^  grant«i. 


tOBmS  8UBTAINSD  DURING  THE  RB¥0-. 

LUnON. 

[Commimicated  to  the  Sonata,  January  81, 1817.] 

The  odmtnitiee  to  whom  oras  referred  the  peti- 
tion in  behalf  ef  the  repreaentattves  of  Fmncia 
Cszaau,  repotted ; 

That  the  etaim  in  ftMnded  en  lossea  snaiainad 
duriag  the  American  Revoiation;  and  as  eke 
history  of  the  cifcttmstanees  are  considered  tt»> 
aessary  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  aaerita  of 
the  ease^  the  committee  oSer  this  as  an  apology 
for  the  report  being  more  than  usually  long. 

Franois  Cazeau,  a  native  of  Fratice,  and  late  a 
merchant  at  Montreal,  served  in  tbe  war  of  1756 
in  Gaaada,  under  Qenerals  Montcalm,  Do  Levi, 
aikd  De  Lteignao,  and  returned  to  France  in  the 
Intter  part  of  the  year  1763,  where  he  was  pre» 
seated  to,  and  had  several  eoaferences  with,  Mon* 
sieor  de  Oheiseul,  then  Minister  for  Foreign 
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Affaxra  «t  Versailles,  in  wiitch  thac  Minister  iftve 
him  to  understand  that  France  had  yieldra  to 
necessity^  in  the  late  cession  of  Canada  to  Great 
Britain,  nod  would  seise  the  first  opportaoily  that 

8 resented  of  recovering  the  provinees  of  Canada, 
[ova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland ;  thai  with  this 
view  the  Minister  encouraged  the  said  Cazeao  to 
return  to  his  usual  residence  and  conmercial 
pursuits  at  Montreal,  in  order  that  he  might 
serve  and  promote  the  French  cause  and  interest 
in  the  said  provinces,  hj  keeping  up  ihe  attach- 
ment of  the  Canadians  to  their  lite  Sovereign, 
the  King  of  France,  and  by  preserving  a  good 
understanding  with  the  different  Indian  tribes. 
Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Cazeau  returned  to  Montreal, 
where  he  ezteosively  cafried  into  effect  the 
wishes  of  Monsieur  de  Cboiseul. 

In  the  year  1774,  after  some  disturbance  had 
taken  place  in  Boston,  Mr.  Cazeau  received  a 
message  from  M.  de  Versennes,  French  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  by  the  hands  of  two  messen- 
gers despatched  (o  him  at  Montreal  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  object  of  this  mission  was  to  renew 
the  request  and  instructions  before  given  bv  M. 
de  Choiseui,  and'  to  solicit  Mr.  Cazeau's  aid  in 
bebalf  of  the  American  revolutionisis;  assuring 
him  that  the  cause  of  the  revolutionists  was 
united  with  that  of  France,  and  would  speedily 
receive  her  vigorous  and  cordial  support.  That, 
in  the  jrear  1775,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Walker, 
authorized  by  Congress,  tfien  sitting  in  Philadel- 

f)bia,  delivered  into  the  bands  of  Mr.  Cazeau  a 
etter  addressed  to  the  people  of  Canada  by  the 
American  Congress;  and  the  said  Walker  re- 
quested Mr.  Cazeau  to  give  this  letter  a  speedy 
and  extensive  circulation  in  Canada,  to  promote 
the  cause  which  Congress  had  undertaken. 

In  the  following  November  of  the  same  year, 
(1775J  Edward  Antill,  afterwards  colonel  of  the 
Canadian  regiment  commanded  by  General  Ha- 
sen,  delivered  to  Mr.  Cazeau  the  original  of  an- 
other letter  addressed  by  General  Washington, 
then  commtnder-in-chietof  the  American  forces, 
to  the  people  of  the  province  of  Canada,  if hicb 
Colonel  Antill  requested  him  to  circulate  in  like 
manner. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776,  Mr.  Cazeau 
received  a  third  leuer  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Canada  bjr  the  American  Congress,  for  the  pur- 

KM  of  being  circulated  in  the  same  manner  as 
fore;  which  three  letters  were  all  distributed 
and  made  public  by  Mr.  Caieau  as  requested,  and 
it  is  believed  were  productive  of  much  good.  It 
was  also  in  November,  1775  that  Generals  Mont- 

Bimery  and  Wooster,  a  few  days  after  entering 
onireal,  applied  to  and  soliciied  Mr.  Cazeau,  in 
the  strongest  and  most  pressing  manner,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  express  authority  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  to  serve  the  cause  of  the  revolted 
colonies,  (now  the  United  States,)  through  his 
interest  and  influence  in  Canada,  assuring  Mr. 
Cazeau  at  the  same  time,  in  the  name  of  Con- 
gress, that  he  should  receive  full  and  adequate 
conipeosatioa  for  any  dangers*  losses,  and  inju- 
ries tie  might  incur  from  so  doing. 
In  November,  1778.  Count  d'Rataing,  eom- 


mander  of  the  naval  forces  of  Fmae«,  thalself 
arrived  at  Boston,  deputed  Father  Genan^u 
ex-Jesuit,  to  present  to  Mr.  Cazeaa  a  prodMc 
tion,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Fnsefjtofa 
former  subjects  in  Canada,  wiUi  a  reqoett  dm  h 
would  give  it  publicity,  and  ittformedbiaattii 
same  time  that  his  condnet  bad  receiredtkefolli 
est  approbation  of  the  French  Miaistrj ;  aire^ 
peated  to  Mr.  Cazeau  the  assanace  ibtike 
cause  of  the  United  States  and  Frueensibe 
same ;  and  that  the  King  of  Fiaaee  vooU  tn- 
anty  any  claims  he  might  have  opoa  tht  Uid 
States,  in  conseqnence  of  services  reade(«d,«ii 
those  that  he  might  hereafter  perform. 

Mr.  Cazeau,  though  transferred  w\\k  bit  ps^ 
erty  at  Montreal,  by  the  peace  of  1763,  to  itt 
British  crown,  still  retained  all  bis  atnckDOt 
to  his  native  conntrjr,  her  monareh,  ud  iter  it 
terests;  and,  preferrtog  thecomnoaciBtfoftke 
United  States  and  France  to  diat  of  GffiiSrit 
ain,  and  niged  on  to  act  by  the  aiiied  stl/ae- 
tions  of  both  Powers,  notwithstaadiif  i^s^* 
did  hopes  and  rich  allnremealt  Idtfoodobia 
by  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  the  British  Qorenu  o( 
Canada,  embarked  his  life  aod  fottou aw 
cause  of  revolted  America,  which  he  fm^ 
served  aod  eminently  promoted. 

In  order  that  your  committee  oltf  gin *■** 
comprehensive  view  of  the  manoer  in  wbiehlb 
Cazeau  has  thtu  served  and  prooMHed  ibeoae 
of  their  country,  they  beg  leave  to  ^^^ 
aeleetions  from  statemenu  onder  Mtb,nn 
they  pray  may  be  considered  as  put  of  ua 
reporu 

In  the  year  1775,  when  Mr.Ci2etBbiild» 
tributed  abroad  the  invitation  of  Coogresstow 
people  of  Caaada,  he  made  use  of  his  igtou  fl 
the  fur  trade  to  promote  dispositions  £iTonwi| 
the  cause  of  America  among  a  gTcHoaaKrH 
tribes  of  Indians,  with  whom  he  b«i  to  exttKrre 
commercial  intercourse;  aad  he  closed  tbeii* 
dians  to  dissemble  with  the  Briiisk  Gorenorit 
Canada,  who,  unauapicious  of  i^e  stnts^ 
stripped  the  province  of  his  ngoltf  w»f»,*» 
thus  facilitated  the  entry  of  Msjor  Bnwt  isU' 
Canada,  where  he  met  at  everf  phee^'"*^^ 
aneeand  friends,  and  took  pmumdis^^ 
poets* 
t  The  reinforeementunderOeaeii  A&<»Hp»^,S' 
expected  in  the  latter  part  of  tlis year, u^Ivbt 
destitute  of  every  necessary  pwfi«Mi  *•* "[ 
plied  by  Mr.  Cazeau,  enabled  hio  to  uke  ^ 
sion  o(  a  flotilla  of  Cafletoo'«,  i>  ^^  "."^''J? 
Lawrence,  by  which  he  entered  Mootreslitfl'^ 
vember  of  this  year.  ...^ 

The  letter  of  General  Washiafton,  f^ 
to  the  Caaadas,  being  circaiaied  br  (be^ 
series  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  he  strengtbeaed  the  i*^ 
sans  of  Congress  in  that  quarter  by  i^^^L 
the  irresolute,  and  by  engaging  aumbefs » 
inhabitants  to  join  under  the  faaoDen  oi  ^ 
gomery,  ofiexiog,  as  an  inducement,  to f*!;'  ^ 
tire  absolution  From  the  debu  they  owed  biA^ 


to  others  gave  such  hecesaary  ^^^^^ 
comforu  as  their  necessities  required,  vi  , 
the  General  formed  three  bodies  of  in»^*' 
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sstgned  the  comnuiods  to  Coloaels  Liviof ston. 
)u^D,aod  HazcD,  who  serTed  with  great  zeal 
urmg  the  war.  And  these  sacrifices  do  not  form 
a  item  io  the  present  claim,  as  they  oerer  were 
stimated  or  presented. 

la  1776,  in  addition  to  the  service  rendered  by 
lie  circulation  of  exhortations  of  Congress  to  the 
eople  of  Canada,  Mr.  Cazeaa  procared  intelli- 
ence  to  be  given  to  Gkoerals  Wooster  and  Ar- 
old,  which  disconcerted  the  plans  of  General 
)arleion  when  he  considered  tne  success  of  his 
roops  most  certain ;  and,  during  the  blockade  of 
luebec,  Beaojen,  the  emissary  of  General  Carle- 
>D,  was  prtveoted,  by  the  interference  of  Mr. 
Jftzeao,  from  Teeruiiing  at  Mon treat  and  other 
•laces,  by  which  the  blockade  was  continued  till 
be  Spring,  when  eight  thousand  troops,  under 
be  command  cf  General  Burgoyne,  came  to  tlieir 
elief,  and  the  capture  of  the  poet  of  Cedars  by 
be  American  troops  was  facilitated  through  the 
nfloeace  of  Mr*  Cazeao,  who  prevented  the  in* 
abitants  of  the  province  from  joining  Captain 
loore. 

la  1777,  new  offers  were  made  to  Mr.  Cazeau 
ly  Qeneial  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  win  him  over  to 
he  interest  of  Great  Britain,  which  he  again  re- 
iiied)  and  reuriiafed  on  the  General  by  saining 
>ver  the  emisaaiies  and  spies  of  the  British  pariy^ 
>y  means  of  whom  he  unravelled  the  plans  of 
heir  campaign,  and  frustrated  the  contemplated 
OQjetion  of  the  two  armies  of  Clinton  and  Bur- 
[oyne.  He  contrived  that  the  Americana  should 
lave  iatelli^ence  twenty-four  hours  before  the 
British  of  every  order  with  which  their  procured 
missaries  should  be  charged ;  and  by  this  means 
Lionels  Sotiager  and  Sir  John  Johtosou  were 
oQted  on  Lake  Ontarlo-^an  event  whieh  led  the 
vay  for  the  celebrated  victory  of  General  Gktes 
It  Saratoga,  that  gave  so  decided  a  character  to 
he  hopes  of  the  Revolution. 

It  was  owing  to  the  fortunate  intelligence 
;irea  in  1778  by  Mr.  Cazeau  to  Generals  Sehuy- 
er  and  -— *,  that  the  eaptore  of  General  Ro 
hambeau  in  Rhode  Islanid,  with  four  thousand 
ire  iMindred  men,  was  prevented^  a»  Admiral 
iowe  was  upon  the  point  of  lauding  ten  thou* 
ind  troops,  by  whom  they  would  have  been  sur* 
onnded;  and  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sorrel  to 
he  troops  of  Congress,  which  had  been  negotia- 
ed  between  him  and  a  British  officer  of  distinc- 
ioD,  would  have  been  efleeted,  if  an  American 
fficer  had  arrived  at  the  time  appoioted. 

Id  the  year  1779,  entertaioing  still  the  hope 
hat  the  proaoieed  Americaii  troops  would  arrive, 
4r.  Cazeau  renewed  his  plana  agaiost  Fort  Sor^ 
el,  and,  in  concert  with  the  British  officer  before 
aeniioned,  he  seat  off  in  July  an  Annoyote  In* 
iian  with  a  letter  containing  the  necessary  infor- 
nation  as  to  the  state  of  thiogs,  and  requesting 
roops  to  be  immediately  despatched  into  Cana- 
da. The  failure  in  the  execution  of  this  plan, 
lod  the  loss  of  this  most  favorable  opportunity  of 
lidiDg  the  cause  of  America,  can,  in  the  opinion 
)f  Mr.  Cazeau,  be  only  ascribed  to  the  dmaffec- 
ioQ  of  General  Arnold,  of  which  at  that  time  he 
■v&s  wholly  unconscious. 


Understaadiog  in  the  year  1780  that  the  town 
of  Quebec  had  not  more  ammunition  than  would 
be  equal  to  a  siege  of  ten  days,  and  that  it  was  as 
ill  furnished  with  provisions,  without  any  hope 
of  supply  for  some  time,  and  tnat  there  were  only 
about  four  thousand  five  hundred  troops  dispersed 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  country,  a 
Mr.  ETenajr  was  sent  off  by  Mr.  Cazeau,  expreaa, 
to  give  this  intelligence  to  Congress ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, being  imprudent  in  the  selection  of  his 
guide,  they  were  discovered,  and  this  detection 
caused  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Cazeao,  who, 
atill  intent  upon  his  object,  though  in  prison,  found 
means  to  send  off  one  My  nor,  another  ei  press,  to 
carry  a  duplicate  to  Consress  of  the  same  intelli- 
gence that  had  been  confided  to  Keaay ;  but  the 
treachery  of  Arnold  rendered  abortire  almost 
every  plan  that  could  be  devised. 

Though  confined  in  prison  for  nearly  two  years 
and  a  huL  the  devotion  of  Mr.  Cazeau  to  the 
cause  of  Anierica  was  not  lessened ;  and  the  re- 
sources of  his  intelligent  mind  were  perpetually 
furnishing  aid  even  in  this  situation.  During 
the  period  of  imprisonment,  he  gained  over  to 
his  interest  the  spies  of  the  British  Governor,  and 
obtained  from  them  every  message  they  were 
charged  with  ;  and  he  procured  the  escape  of  nu- 
merous prisoners  (both  French  and  Americans) 
at  different  intervals  of  time,  by  whom  be  for- 
warded to  Congress,  or  to  the  American  com- 
manders, whatever  important  intelligence  he  pro- 
cured from  the  British  spies. 

Informed  that  a  body  of  troops  was  forming  at 
Albany  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  Cana- 
da, though  still  confined  to  his  prison,  Mr.  Cazeau 
arranged  a  plan,  with  the  betore-named  British 
officer  who  had  undertaken  to  surrender  Fort 
Surrel,  to  put  the  Briti»h  forces  between  two 
fires,  and  to  surrender  their  General  in  case  of  a 
general  action;  and  also  to  deliver  up  in  the 
night  one  of  the  gates  of  Quebec  if  any  Ameri- 
can troops  should  present  themselves  before  it. 

Worn  out  With  expectation,  and  disappointed 
in  every  scheme  to  procure  the  admission  of 
troops  into  Canada,  Mr.  Cazeau  made  another 
and  last  atiempty  through  Mr.  Rey,  (a  French 
officer,)  whom  he  deputed  to  Congress  for  that 
purpose,  and|  though  still  unsuccessful,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  learn  that  there  was  a  coinci- 
dence of  plan  between  him  and  Gkneral  W^ash- 
ington,  inasmuch  aa  the  General  had,  with  equal 
earnestness,  though  with  similar  want  ofsuccess, 
solicited  both  Congress  and  the  French  Miuister 
thai  the  troops  commanded  by  Count  Rocham- 
beau  should  be  sent  into  Canada.  Reduced  to 
the  last  extremity,  and  finding  that  his  prebence 
in  Canada  could  no  longer,  under  existing  prus- 
pects,  be  usel'ul  to  the  common  cause  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suces  and  France,  Mr.  Cazeau  effected  his 
es>cape  from  prison,  and  took  with  him  his  son, 
Colonel  Gordon,  and  six  other  prisoners,  and 
made  his  way  into  the  Doited  States. 

Durioff  the  period  of  his  captivity,  from  15th 
April,  1^0,  to  23d  August,  1782,  Mr.  Cazeau  was 
eminently  serviceable,  both  by  the  correspondence 
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wbieh  he  etrried  oo,  «k  well  «s  b)^  eftetiog  the 
esetpe  of  Atteriean  and  Frencb  prisonert,  tniieh 
he  did  to  the  ttneitiit  of  more  tbea  150  persoiiSy 
m  great  portiop  of  whom  were  officers,  and  for 
wiom  be  fomished  the  Becessary  eqaipmentti. 
proTiMoasj  and  guides  to  enable  them  to  get  off. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Cazeau  was  appoiated  to 
Hie  tank  of  eoloaei  bj  GeBerat  Montgomery,  at 
•Montreal,  in  Norember,  1779.  But,  by  an  ex- 
■piess  agreementand  understanding  between  them, 
his  name  was  not  inscribed  on  the  list  of  Ameri- 
oan  ofircers,  as  that  would  hare  exposed  his  safe- 
ty, inasmaeh  as  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 
live  among  the  enemy,  and  would  have  put  -it  out 
i>f  his  power  to  render  those  services  that  were 
expected  from  him. 

From  the  evidence  laid  before  your  committee, 
they  believe  that  Mr.  Careao  was  a  man  of  rery 
large  fortuae  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ame- 
rican Revolution,  which  was  certainly  sacrificed 
in  consequence  of  his  adherence  to  that  cause,  as 
what  was  not  consumed  by  him  in  the  service  of 
Amei^ica  was  confiscated  and  lost  upon  his  re* 
tiring  into  the  United  States.  He  escaped  with 
bis  SOB  from  prison,  and  came  into  the  United 
States  destitute  of  everything,  reduced  from  afflu- 
ence to  poverty,  and  stood  before  the  American 
people,  to  whose  emancipation  he  had  been  greatly 
instrumental,  a  snppHant  for  justices-claiming 
item  the  Government  a  mere  indemnity  for  pe- 
ountary  losses  incurred  at  their  instance  and  in 
their  behalf,  and  generously  making  them  a  gift 
of  what  was  more  vaiaable  than  money,  viz.,  nis 
toils,  bis  perils,  and  his  sufl^ings. 

It  appears,  from  evidence  of  the  most  respeot- 
able  kind,  that  Mr.  Cazeau  was  a  man  of  perfect 
iotcjprity,  and  worthy  of  all  confidence;  and  that 
no  doubt  can  exist  but  that  he  did  render  all  the 
services  here  set  forth. 

Nothing  is  better  calculated  to  show  the  gen- 
erous and  disinterested  sentiment  which  directed 
bim  to  espouse  the  cause  of  America,  as  well  as 
to  prove  the  importance  of  his  influence,  than  a 
eottftidtvation  or  the  magnificent  offers  that  were 
made  him  by  the  British  Governor  of  Canada  to 
draw  him  over  to  that  interest.  He  was  offered 
l»y  the  Briti»h  Qovemor,  in  1775,  a  grant  of  fifty- 
two  square  leagues  of  valuable  land,  containing, 
by  estimate,  about  966,912  acres.  He  was  offered 
the  general  supply  of  the  British  army,  the  com- 
mand of  such  a  body  of  troops  as  he  ooold  raise, 
together  with  the  commission  of  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral ;  and  such  was  the  eagerness  to  make  the 
grant,  that  Mr.  Jenkin  Williams,  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  and  register  of  the  secre- 
taryship of  ftuebee,  had  been  caused  to  sign  a 
request  for  that  grant,  the  record  of  which  was 
actually  made  at  the  office. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Cazeau  having  been  first 
presented  to  the  Congress  in  1783,  a  strong  im- 
pression appears  to  have  been  enteruined  in  that 
body  favorable  both  to  the  merits  of  the  claim 
and  the  worthiness  of  the  petitioner,  as  they  not 
odIv  showed  a  dispositidn  to  settle  and  alloar  the 
claim,  but  seemed  to  have  entertained  the  idea  of 
granting  him  the  island  of  Michilimackinac,  as 


an  additional  compensation  for  his  aervieet.  t^n 
last  intention  was  fVustrated  by  the  retentioft  cf 
thepost  of  Michilimackinae  after  tfce  peace ^ 
178^  and  a  small  advance  of  money  was  mad«  e 
an  earnest  of  the  first. 

In  the  year  1784  the  subject  was  agaia  kwghi 
before  Congress,  and  a  committee,  eonsistisf  o/ 
Colonel  Monroe^  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr.  Sheraafi, 
made  the  following  report,  wnieh  the  eomastee 
beg  may  be  received  as  a  part  of  their  report: 


Bv  TWD  U.  &  AaaaMULBD  im 


R6§ol96d,  That  a»  the  del 
currency  (maatioaed  in  Mr.  Caaaaia^a 
did  JMH  arise  from  a  voiaataty  iwt  af  Go^itsi 
but  was  an  evil  forced  upon  us  by  acr^ogeacia, 
batb  been  tigur ions  lo  oar  omwt  oitiacBs  as  «e& 
as  to  foreigners^  and  as  no  ffoaapf  laiimi  kali 
beea  made  the  former  for  the  loasca  they  have 
aastaiaad  thereby,  the  United  Slaica  ia  rn^nsi 
assembled  cannot,  witb  justice,  dawfiaiiaiii  be- 
tween them  and  any  other  clasa  or  deser^pcioaef 


BetoUftdf  Tiiat  whaiavar  acorea  or  fwraioH 
Mr.  Caaeau  imehased  and  ooitaaed  fsr  the  use 
of  the  Ametiaan  Army,  by  aai^gweat  of  ik 
officer  oommaadiog  the  deiachaaaat,  or  other  p«^ 
son  duly  authorised  bv  him  for  that  puipsM. 
whether  thev  reached  the  detaehaMat  or  ss^  if 
so  purehasea  and  coUecied,  chey  were  dcsovfei 
and  lie  ia  that  defrae  injured,  the  Uetted  tem 
are  ia  hoaor  and  justice  boead  strictly  le  aaki 
good  the  loss  he  sustained  thereby,  pievidedi: 
shall  not  appear,  in  the  liqaidaticMa  of  his  se> 
counts,  that  the  said  stores  and  ncovasiaw  weie 
to  have  been  at  his  risk  until  the  deUvar y  thersrf 

MmoUti,  That  whatever  Mr.  Caaeaa  advissed 


to  expresses,  to  give  neceasary 

to  our  generals,  should  be  renud 

ReaSved^  That  the  sale  of  hbgaads  to  theis- 
habitaais  of  his  proviacc^  to  pcoaM»ie  oar  iotena 
upon  cheaper  terms  than  he  might  otherwise  hsn 
obtained,  was  an  act  o£  beoevoleaae  aec  aether- 
ised  on  our  part,  aad  can,  thar^efe,  kt  jesiice, 
give  him  no  claim  ibr  ratribalioa. 

i?«io(ned^  That  an  imarest  ef  sia  par  aeat.  per 
annuBk  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  1777;  be  attoved 
to  Mr.  Caaaau  oo  the  above  adtaaoBs,  and  oa  the 
amount  of  the  articles  so  poiahassdaeA  cotiectri 

Betoimd^  ThattheSuperiataadeatof  Fmaact 
be,  and  ha  IS  hereby,  directed  to  edvaace  to  Ml 
Caaaao  the  sum  of  15,000  on  aonoeet,  aad  u  o^ 
der  his  aacoant  to  be  atyoaiadv  aad  to  give  hia 
certificates  for  the  payment  of  ihe  b&ace  at 
such  eady  and  convenient  tioMB  as  the  fiaanesi 
of  the  United  Siatas  will  admit  of. 

Bmohedt  That,  in  setthng  the  aocouats  of  lb. 
Csieaii,  his  own  testimony,  nader  oath,  be  a^ 
mitted  ia  support  of  such  oUiar  evideaces  » tk 
ciroomstaaces  of  the  case  will  adaut. 

C.  THOMSON, 


By  TBG  U.  S.  in  CoNORB88  AaSfiMBUB, 

June  7,ITS5. 
On  the  report  of  a  commlnee,  consistiDe  of 
Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  WIlliio* 
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90D,  and  Mi.  Sptsfbt,  to  whom  were  leforred 
sQinlry  appliefttums  from  CaiMdi«i  refugett*- 

Bemvedf  That  the  commisaioners  for  setdiag 
the  aeeooAtB  of  the  State  of  New  York  with  the 
United  States  be  authorized  aod  directed  to  ex- 
affliae  the  aoeooDts  of  such  Canadiaa  refugees 
as  have  fomished  the  late  armies  of  these  States 
with  aoy  sort  of  supplies,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congress. 

That  the  said  commissioners  caose  the  forego- 
ing resolution  to  be  published  in  Canada,  and  in 
such  of  the  States  in  the  Union  as  he  may  Judge 
proper,  to  the  end  that  such  Canadian  reuigtas 
may  be  duly  informed  thereof. 

CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Copy  of  the  acconnt  of  the  1st  of  Norember,  1788, 

given  to  Congress. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  account  cuT' 


rent  vith  r)rancie  Cazeau, 

1777.  Msicb.  For  8,000  (minoto)  boshels 

of  wheat,  at  91  a  boshely 

as  it  appears  by  certificates 

numbered        ... 

Ejtpenies  and  commission  - 

May.    For  three  boats  loaded  with 

wine,  brsndy,  cheese,  tea, 

shoes,  hats,  indndingthe 

boats,  as  appears  by  oerti- 

ficatee     •       .       •       . 

Bzpenses  end  commission  - 

1778.  Aug.    For  the  fake  ef  an  Indian, 

called  Jean  Baptists^  sent 
to  (knend  Milkier,  the 
same  ejmnss  havmg  bean 
seat  by  ttie  Genesal  to  the 
honorable  Congress 

1779.  July.    For  the  hire  of  an  Indian 

Annoyote,  sent  to  General 
Schuyler^  who  sent  lum 
back  to  Congress     • 

1780.  Feb.     Paid  to  Mr.  Kenay  and  to 
his  guide,  called  TrudeUe 

For  an  express  sent  by 
Mr.  Rey  -  -$48 

For  money  paid  to  him 
by  Rey  at  his  depar- 
ture        -        •        -    16 

Paid  to  his  guide        -      8 


Dr. 


98,000  00 
8,688  30 


4,008  00 
1,404  48 


73  00 


Oct. 


58  00 
74  60 


78  00 


10,814  45 
wrsst  at  six  per  oenft.fer  six  yean  and  a 
half 6,867  80 

Total   -        -  <8»,671 70 

1763.  Feb.  Reoeifedincaahoa 
Aoooont,  upon  the  order  of 
U»e  honorable  Congress       -  91,000  00 

lQtere§t  from  the  6th  February 
to  6th  November        -        -         45  00 

£iTor  in  the  calculation  of  in- 
tstest  on  the  sums  advanced 
to  express  ...        -         26  08 

^  ,  1.071  08 

balance  due  to  Francis  Caaeau        -        -    81,600  68 


14th  Con.  2d  Sxss. — 40 


9)8,67170 


Copy  of  the  qffirmaium  of  Mr.  Caxeau. 

Albai«y,  July  84, 1785. 

I,  Francis  Cazeau,  do  swear  solemDiy  that,  in 
the  year  1776,  I  made  a  verbal  agreement  with 
General  Arnold,  commanding  the  American 
troops  in  Canada^  to  furnish  to  said  troops  certain 
articles  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  ror  which 
the  current  prices  in  said  province  were  to  be 
paid  to  me,  to|[ether  with  all  the  expenses  attend;- 
ing  the  collection  of  them  in  convenient  depo- 
sites,  and  in  sending  them  to  the  Array,  besides 
a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  total  sum. 
At  the  same  lime.  General  Arnold  agreed  to  in- 
demnify me  for  all  inevitable  losses  or  capture, 
from  the  time  the  provisions  should  be  collected 
to  that  of  their  delivery ;  that,  conformably  to  the 
said  ajgreement.  a  quantity  was  collected  by  my 
direction,  of  wnich  the  wheat,  mentioned  in  the 
first  article  of  the  account|  was  entirely  destroyed 
and  lost ;  that  the  provisions  of  the  second  arti- 
cle, having  been  procured  and  sent  in  the  same 
manner,  have  been  plundered  and  entirely  de- 
stroyed, with  the  boats ;  and  that  the  prices  and 
expenses  set  in  the  present  account  are  not  above 
those  current  at  that  time  and  place.  I  declare, 
brides,  that  the  account  passed  in  conformity 
with  the  agreement  is  just,  without  fraud  towards 
the  United  States;  and  that  I  have  not  received 
either  payment  or  compensation  but  what  is 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  present  account. 

FRANCIS  CAZEAU. 
WM.  BARBER,  Conmiarianer,  f  c. 

JReviaal  of  the  above  accowii  by  WUHam  Barber, 
Oommieaianer  appointed  by  a  reaalve  of  Ocni- 
grese  of  the  27th  June,  1785. 

AlbahY)  JulySPfj  1785. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  in  Congress,  by  their 
resolve  of  the  27th  June  last^  have  been  pleased  to 
give  me  the  power  of  examming  the  accounts  of 
those  Canadian  refugees  who  have  furnished  the 
armies  of  these  States  with  provisions  of  any 
kind,  and  to  make  report  to  Congress.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  claim  of  Mr.  Francis  Cazeao,  and 
hare  the  honor,  through  your  Exceliency,  to  re- 
port that,  as  Congress,  by  a  resolve  of  the  18th 
March,  1784,  thought  proper  to  order  that  Mr. 
Cazeau's  own  testimonv,  under  oath,  should  bo 
allowed  in  support  of  all  other  evidences  which 
the  circumstances  of  his  case  required,  I  have 
therefore  taken  it,  (snch  as  is  annexed  to  this,)  by 
which  it  would  appear  that,  by  an  agreement 
entered  into  between  Mr.  Cazean  and  General 
Arnold,  alt  provisions  and  munitions  furnished 
by  virtue  of  the  said  agreement  were  to  be  at  the 
rbk  of  the  United  States  up  to  the  delivery  j  and, 
by  other  concurrent  testimony,  the  quantity 
charged  in  bis  account  was  bonajide  procured 
with  the  intention  of  aiding  our  army;  and  that 
the  said  provisions  and  munitions  were  inevit- 
ably lost  and  destroyed  before  they  were  de- 
manded and  had  arrived  to  our  troops. 

It  would  appear,  also,  as  well  by  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Cazeau,  as  by  a  comparison  of  the  prfCB 
of  wheat  in  thoee  Slates,  thiat  tb8  priooa  ohufod 
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are  not  abore  the  prices  cnrrent  at  that  time; 
therefore,  conformably  to  the  last  act  of  Congress 
above  mentioned,  which  has  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  the  present  account  is  to  be  gov- 
erned, it  wodld  clearly  appear,  and  I  am  entirely 
of  the  opinion,  that  the  sums  charged  for  the 
wheat,  the  three  boats,  the  provisions,  and  ad- 
vances to  gain  intelligence,  are  just ;  that  the 
United  States  owe  to  Mr.  Cazeau  the  sum  of 
^,000  on  account  of  the  first  article,  and  $4,000 
on  account  of  the  second :  and  that  the  United 
States  owe  also  to  Mr.  Cazeau,  for  advances 
made  at  different  times  to  procure  intelligence, 
the  sum  of  8276  64,  and  for  advances  made  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States.    As 
to  that  which  relates  to  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tation of  the  aforesaid  provisions,  and  the  com- 
mission on  the  purchase,  although  it  appears,  by 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  that  these  allow- 
ances should  be  made^  yet  I  presume  that  a  spe- 
cial act  of  Congress  is  necessary  to  confirm  this 
part  of  the  agreement  before  any  sum  be  placed 
to  his  credit  on  that  account.    I  am,  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  opinion  that  the  ordinary  commis- 
sion ought  at  least  to  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Cazeau  on 
the  amount  of  his  purchases,  together  with  a  com- 

Sensation  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  which 
e  had  to  incur  in  procuring  and  forwarding  the 
provisions,  as  well  as  the  expenses  which  he  has 
incurred  in  obtaining  a  settlement  of  his  account. 
I  am  your  Excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BARBER. 
CbmuMMtotier  of  AccounUj  N,  Y. 

His  Bzc'y  the  Prbbidbmt  of  Congren. 

The  amount  thus  settled  on  account,  by  order 
of  Congress,  falling  far  short  of  what  Mr.  Cazeau 
thought  he  had  a  riffkt  to  claim,  as  he  entered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  be- 
ginninff  of  the  Revolution  with  an  estate  worth 
more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  came  out  of  the  war  in  penury  and  dis- 
tress, he  declined  accepting  the  amount  liquidated 
by  Mr,  Barber.  Commissioner  of  Accounu  for 
the  State  of  New  York,  not  understanding  the 
same  to  be  on  account,  but  in  lieu  and  in  full 
satisfaction  of  his  more  ample  claim. 

Emboldened  as  he  was  to  risk  everything,  by 
the  solicitations  of  the  American  Congress,  who, 
togc^er  with  the  Government  of  France,  were 
pledged  to  the  amount  of  whatever  losses  he 
might  sustain ;  and  buoyed  up  for  a  time  by  the 
flattering  prospects  that  were  presented  to  him, 
before  the  fervor  of  gratitude  for  his  aid  had  sub- 
sided, it  is  not  wonderful  that,  when  wearied 
down  with  the  pursuit  of  his  just  claim,  and 
sinking  with  despair,  he  should  have  given  ex- 
pression to  his  feelings  in  the  following  pathetic 
style,  viz;  *'The  favorable  disposition  tnat  was 
shown  towards  me  at  that  period  (1783)  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States,  and  the  liberal 
concessions  of  land  which  were  announced  by 
several*  members  of  Congress  as  being  intended 
to  be  made  to  me  as  an  indemnity  spontaneously 

*Mr.J«IE»ioii,  Mr, Moaxoe,  Mr.HowsU  Mr.  Henry. 


granted  by  national  munifieence,  had  Teadeed 
me  extremely  moderate  and  reserred  in  aH  my 
demands  relative  to  the  determined  objeetsof  ay 
account,  and  also  in  the  several  ▼mlaatioits.  whi^ 
seemed  in  some  measure  to  be  lefc  to  my  ows 
arbitration.  But  after  having  been  kefit  aoiil 
this  day  in  vain  expectation  of  the  justice  that 
was  promised;  after  having  wotq  out  theieiof 
my  life  by  twenty-four  years  of  fruitless  aolida- 
tion,  attended  with  continual  fati^e,  8orrow,tBi 
the  deepest  misery,  since  a  great  nation  has  ei- 
joyed  that  happy  state  of  independeaee  which  ms 
eminent  services  have  contrumted  to  establish; 
reduced  as  I  am  now,  borderiOj^  upon  my  gnre. 
to  invoke  only  a  strict  and  impartial  justice 
which,  although  I  may  never  eujoy  the  raect  of 
it,  my  creditors,  my  benefactors,  aod  my  childrnn 
may  partake  in,  I  cannot  dispense  with  statinf 
each  particular  object  of  my  loss  at  its  fair  vaioe 
at  the  time  when  I  was  dispossessed  of  my 
property." 

Mr.  J.  B.  Stuart,  the  authorized  peift/oaer  ia 
behalf  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  aad  his  as- 
signee, was  in  London  in  March  la^(l8160  in 
quality  of  Chancellor  of  the  United  Scttcs  Con- 
sulate at  that  place,  when  his  claim  was  pee- 
sented  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  American  Biinisier  at 
that  Court,  and  who  was  at  the  same  time  ifl- 
formed  that  Francis  Cazeau  was  then  dead,  lear- 
Ing  a  wife  and  children  in  Paris  in  total  poTertf. 
who  were  then,  and  for  eighteen  years  heloce^ 
been,  subsisting  on  the  boievolenee  and  chaiitj 
of  a  Mr.  Corbeanx,  the  broUMr-in4aw  of  Cazeao. 
who  was  himself  ia  rather  indi^nt  circain- 
sUDces,  and  to  whom  Cazeau,  in  his  lifetime^  u 
a  retribution  for  bis  generous  support  of  bimscl: 
and  family,  had  msde  an  assignment  of  part  (}( 
his  claim,  and  a  power  for  the  recovery  of  ib< 
whole ',  that  Mr.  Cazeau's  advanced  stage  of  lifi 
(being  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age  wheo  h€ 
oied)  prevented  him  from  crossing  the  Atlaatie 
to  prosecute  the  claim. 

Mr.  Adams  referred  the  business  to  the  Con- 
sul, for  him  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  some  At 
person,  to  be  presented  to  Congress;  aod  the  pe- 
titioner was  selected  ks  that  agent. 

This  claim  has  been  revived,  from  time  to  time, 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Cazeau  to 
revive  it,  as  your  committee  are  iodneed  to  be- 
lieve that  it  has  been  regularly  nresenied  to  the 
attention  of  every  American  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  France  since  the  Revolution. 

From  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing this  case,  and  a  thorough  aod  patient  investi- 
gation of  the  voluminous  documents  and  memoir 
presented  with  this  claim,  a  brief  sketch  of  which 
IS  here  presented  to  the  Senate,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  Francis  Cazeau  was  a  meri- 
torious and  useful  friend  to  the  cause  of  the 
American  Revolution;  that  he  consumed  moek 
of  his  property  to  aid  the  establishment  of  oar  ia- 
dependence ;  and  that  his  firm  adherence  to  the  Cai* 
ted  States  in  that  arduous  struggle  was  the  cause 
of  his  being  reduced  from  the  greatest  affloeace  to 
the  extremestpoverty.  They  are  further  of  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Cazeau  was  solicited  by  the  old  Con- 
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gress,  and  by  their  aotborized  agents  and  officers, 
to  gire  bis  aid  and  influence  in  their  faror,  and 
that  he  was  promised  by  the  then  raling  powers 
ofihecoantrjf,  and  was  by  them  impressed  with 
a  foil  conTiction,  that  whaterer  pecuniary  losses 
he  might  sustain  in  their  service  should  be  reim- 
barsed,  and  that  the  Government  of  France 
guarantied  the  indemity. 

Toar  committee  do  not  consider  themselves 
authorized  to  allow  the  claim  to  the  great  extent 
io  which  it  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Cazeao,  as 
they  are  not  sure  that  it  would  be  proper  to  allow 
some  of  the  items  charged;  but  they  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
claim  ought  to  be  allowed  to  at  least  the 
amount  stated  by  Mr.  Barber  in  July,  1785,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  Congress  in  1784  and  1785, 
together  with  interest  from  that  time.  They 
tberefore  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Euolvedj  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
iastructed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  fortv-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  Francis  Cazeau,  late  mer- 
chant at  Montreal,  or  to  his  assignee  or  attorney, 
or  other  person  lawfully  constituted  and  eippow- 
ered  to  receive  the  same. 


STATEMENT. 

March,  1777.  8,000  minotos  (boshels)  of 

wheat    •       •       •       «   $8,000  00 

May.  Three  boaU  loaded  with 

brandy,  wine,  and  cloth- 
ing      •       -       •       .      4,000  00 

1778,  '79  '80.  For  advances  to  gain  intel- 
ligence ...  376  64 


Feb. 


Interest  on  913,876  from 
1777  to  present  time  (say 
40  years)      .       .       . 

Expenses  and  oommis- 
alon  charged  on  wheat 

Expenses  and  commiasiDn 
on  the  boats  toaded  with 
wine,  brandy,  and  cloth- 
ing, dte*        .       .       . 


1783.  Cash  received  on  above  ac- 
count -      -91,000  00 
Interest  on  same 
to  present  time 
(say  34  years)    3,040  00 


13,376  64 

39,468  60 
3,638  30 

1,404  43 
45,777  97 


3,040  00 


Balance  dae   representa- 
tiyes  of  Francis  Caieau  •  $43,787  9T 


Recapitulation  of  the  whole  daim  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
u  stated  by  himself  in  1807,  (November.) 

Oot>ernmefU  <f  the  United  States  of  America  io 
Prancu  Cazeau^  (late  merchant  at  MorUrecd^) 

Dr. 
i9t  head.  Supplies  for  the  American 

Army  and  olb«r  expenses  included 


the  EevohUum. 


in  an  account  settled  by  William  Bar- 
ber, Commiasionerappointed  by  Con- 
gresi^  according  to  his  report  &ereo^ 
37th  Jnly,  1786,     .... 

Iktheed  Eflective  dubursements  dur- 
ing the  seven  years  of  the  independ- 
ence war,  say  from  1775  to  1783,  in- 
clusively, in  my  capacity  of  political 
and  secret  agent,  acknowleaged  by 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  of  France,  and  further  disburse- 
ment in  procuring  the  evasion  of 
American  and  French  prisoners 

Sdkead.  Losses  sustained,  either  by 
confiscation  of  my  property  in  Canaila 
by  the  British  Oovemmcnt,  or  by  the 
plunder  of  my  warehouses  during 
my  imprisonment,  in  consetpience  of 
the  active  part  I  bad  taken  hn  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  express  solicitations  to  that 
purpose  which  were  made  to  me  by 
the  general  offioers  and  legal  powers 
of  the  Government  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted Statee,  as  also  by  the  general  offi- 
cen  oonunaading  tnis  French  forces 
in  America,  and  upon  the  fruth  of 
the  solemn  promises  made  to  me  at 
the  same  time,  both  in  the  name  of 
Congress  and  in  that  of  the  King  of 
France,  of  a  full  indemnity  Ibr  any 
such  consequences  that  might  result 
from  my  so  doing    -       •       .       . 

4M  head  Indemnity  for  the  loss  of  my 
commercial  establishment,  and  for  the 
utter  dissolution  of  my  fortune,  which 
resulted  from  the  vengeance  exerted 
upon  me  by  the  British  Government, 
in  consequences  of  the  services  which 
I  had  rendered  against  that  Govern- 
ment to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States 

6ih  head*  My  pay  on  the  footing  of  a 
Colonel  of  toe  United  States  service 
during  seven  years  of  activity,  with 
five  years'  retreat  allowed  to  all  the 
American  officers  after  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  the  grant  of  lands  made 
to  each  officer  of  that  rank 

6/A  head,  Extraordinary  expenses  oc- 
casioned to  me  by  twen^-f»ur  years' 
solicitation  towards  obtaining  the  set- 
tlement and  payment  of  what  is  due 
me  from  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States       

7M  head.  Intsrest  of  sums  advanced, 
and  of  others  withheld  from  me  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Statee 
of  America ;  the  said  interest  calcu* 
lated  up  to  the  31st  December,  1807, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  being  the  legal  rate  of  in- 
terest     -.-.-- 


$15,314  45 


59,814  81 


353,977  59 


396,396  30 


11,600  00 


8,888  89 


d,056,359  U 


9S,801,351  00 
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CkmmiMmaiai  for  the  Army. 


A  COMMISSARIAT. 

Wabhiivotoii  Dec  16, 1816. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yourcommiinicatjons  reiative 
to  the  supply  of  nitioDB  to  the  Army,  I  have 
the  honor  to  sut 


1st.  I  hsTe  not  a  doubt  but  a  well  omiQized 
Commissariat  would  insure  a  safer,  a  cheaper, 
and  in  every  respect  a  better  supply  than  the 
present  system  of  contract ;  nor  hare  I  heard  of 
a- doubt  upon  the  subject,  excepting  only,  as  to 
the  expense. 

Upon  this  point  it  may  be  remarked,  that  most 
of  the  contractors  have  made  rery  hanasome  pro- 
fits, and  many  of  them  indeed  great  fortunes,  un- 
der contracts  apparently  reasonable. 

Contractors  are  in  the  habit  of  employing  an 
agent  for  each  post,  and  in  some  cases  confiding 
to  sub-contractoni  the  supply  of  particular  de- 
partments or  posts. 

It  is  not  likely  that  a  man  of  boainais,  who  is 
honest  and  discreet,  would  bid  off  the  contract 
without  a  pretty  certain  prospect  of  profit. 

Could  the  Gtorernment  find  no  man  to  plaee 
at  the  head  of  the  Commissariat  as  well  quali- 
fied to  superintend  the  supply  of  rations,  as  one 
of  the  late  contractors,  or  none  equal  in  honesty, 
industry,  and  capacity^  to  the  late  agents  of  the 
rich  contractors ;  in  this  case  the  contract  system 
should  be  preferred. 

If  a  contractor  can  make  a  clear  profit,  the 
public,  by  the  Commissariat,  mar  do  so  likewise, 
and,  therefore,  the  Utter  will  be  the  cheaper  mode 
of  supply. 

The  public  would,  in  this  case,  save  the  exact 
amount  which,  uDder  the  contract  system,  would 
fi^ll  into  the  hand  of  contractors.  But  eren,  sup- 
posing the  contract  to  be  bid  off* at  too  low  a  rate, 
to  enable  the  contracior  to  make  any  clear  profit; 
supposiDs  the  contractor  to  be  actuated  alone,  in 
the  supflj  of  nations  to  the  troops,  by  the  purest 
patriotism,  without  the  prospect' of  making  mo- 
ney, still  the  Commissariat  would  be  preferable ; 
because^  a  contractor,  having  no  possible  prospect 
of  making  money^  would  be  consuntly  embar- 
rassed with  the  apprehension  of  losing  money— 
and  in  every  purchase  he  would  see  before  him 
the  wretched  alternative  of  selecting  the  ehea)H 
est,  and  consequently  the  worst  provisions,  of  be- 
inff^involved  in  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

The  choice  of  these  evils  can  readily  be  ima- 
ined.  It  is  a  choice,  as  most  officers  who  have 
ad  separate  commands,  can  testify,  that  has  im- 
posed upon  our  troops  the  cheapest  and  coarsest 
provisions ;  and  which  have,  on  many  oc«»siiiBs, 
been  so  much  damaged  as  to  sicken  and  kill  hun- 
dreds of  our  men. 

Upon  thissubject,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  your  honorable  committee  x6  thejoffieial 
reports  and  returns  of  the  Army,  stationed  at 
Vrench  Mills,  in  the  Autumn  and  Winter  of  1813, 
to  Pebiuaiy  1814;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that 

.out  of  about  —  men were  sick  at  once, 

■»»4  that-  from  the  18th  November  to  the  Ist 
February,  there  were deaths;  and  I  fed 


I 


warranted  by  the  reports  of  the  medical  sal, 
particularly  those  of  Doctors  Roes,  IjOvd,a^ 
Woodbury,  as  well  as  by  my  own  obaerratiMi,  ii 
saying,  that  for  the  most  part  the  diseases  and 
deaths  at  that  place  proceeded  from  the  daai^ed 
provisions  which  the  troops  were  compdkd  to 
eat,  or  to  eat  nothing. 

The  suffering  of  the  troops,  from  a  sjai&r 
cause,  at  many  other  places,  durini^  the  vil 
were  not  much  less  severe  than  at  French  MIBs; 
insomuch,  that  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  we  hire 
lost  more  men  by  disease,  contracted  princfpallj 
in  the  use  of  bad  provisions,  than  we  have  loit 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.    Besides,  the  militaTf 
system  which  comprehends  indiTidaals  not  sob- 
jecc  to  military  law,  and  under  positive  control 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  an  armj,  is  ladicaify 
defective,  and  calculated  to  paralyze  a  military 
body.    An  army,  immediately  dependeot  opoo 
any  other,  except  the  single  military  head,  is  a 
monster;  and  although  its  natire  prowess mty 
often  force  it,  with  all  its  deformitieff  to  vic- 
tory ;  yet,  to  make  victory  more  sore,  the  fmme- 
dlate  military  head  should  command  the  whole 
strength  and  resources  immediately  connected 
with  the  army  under  him. 

The  supply  of  rations  is  vitally  important  to 
the  very  existence  of  an  army ;  it  is  infiaitdf 
more  so  than  the  supply  of  clothing;,  of  pay,  or 
even  of  arms  or  ammunitton. 

An  army  could,  by  sudden  chanses  of  positioa, 
preserve  itself  for  weeks  or  months  writhoat  the 
latter,  but  the  most  patriotic  band  conld  not  be 
kept  together  for  more  than  a  few  days  without 
rations.  Should  any  officer  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment attempt  to  palm  upon  the  Army  dam- 
aged powder  or  even  damaged  flints,  surely  ao 
man  could  doubt  the  propriety  of  prompt  military 
punishment  for  such  an  offence ;  and  yet,  onder 
the  present  svstem,  damased  rations  have  beea 
forced  upon  the  troops,  and  many  of  them  there- 
by sickened  and  killed,  wtthoat  any  remedy  be- 
in^  provided  against  contraeton,  save  only  the 
miserable  fares  of  ab  abilon  upon  the  casew 

It  is  true,  under  the  contract  sptem,  dsmaged 
provisions  may  be  refused  anddea^oye^  oad  tke 
Generatinay  order  the  duartermaster,  upon  the 
failure  of  the  contractor,  to  purchase  the  pro^i 
supplies. 

These  regulations  look  very  well  indeed  upon 
paper.  They  seem  to  afford  reasonable  security 
against  the  evils  which  the^  were  intended  to 
obviate.    But  what  are  they  in  practice  1 

The  General  requires  the  contractor  to  famish 
twenty  days'  complete  rations  for  ten  thoasaad 
men^  at  a  given  point  upon  the  frontier.    The 
contractor  reports  the  supply  deposited  at  the 
place  and  time  appointecL     The  army  arrives 
near  the  enemy ;  every  officer  and  every  man  is 
necessarily   occupied  in  preparing   for  actios. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  fouoo,  in  reviewing  the 
provisions,  that  a  great  portion  of  them  are  daai* 
aged.    The  inspection  takes  place,  and  the  pro- 
visions  are  condemned,  and  the  army  leA  des- 
titute. 

The  General  will  prohahly  Ite  einapM4d  ^tktx 
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to  make  a  preuMUore  effort  to  briog  on  an  actioo, 
be  beaten,  or  make  a  di^raoefal  reueat,  or  be 
mosteo^elMror  to  sabaist  bis  army  upon  damaged 
ratioai.  Tbe  troops  are  dispirited,  siokeaed,  and 
maof  of  .tbem  desert— "and  yet,  tbe  contractor  is 
screened  from  military  punisbment.  He  aban* 
dons  bis  oomract  wbeneyer  be  finds  it  to  be  un« 
prodttctiTe  of  gain.  Tbe  dnactermaster  is  tben 
compelled  to  laare  bis  regular  duties,  and,  witb* 
out  due  time,  or  any  preriomi  arranjrements,  to 
avail  bimaelf  of  tbe  best  markets,  and  m  a  country 
where  Uttle  can  be  got  at  any  price,  be  is  obliged 
to  purebase  such  sopplies  as  the  country  will  at 
once  afiiHrd,  and  is  often  compelled  to  gire  any 
price  wbich  a  knowledge  of  the  pressing  calls  of 
the  serTice  may  induee  tbe  avaricious  seller  to 
demand* 

2d.  Tbe  omnization  of  ibe  Commisaarlat 
should  be  as  follows : 

The  ebief  sbould  hare  the  rank,  pay  and  emo* 
iameais  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Qeneral, 
and  bestationedat  tbe  Seat  of  Gtorelbment.  Next 
to  the  chief  there  should  be  attached,  to  each  di* 
Tttion  of  tbe  Army,  a  Commiseary  Qeneral^  with 
the  rank,  pa^Ti  ^o^  emolument  of  the  Adjutant 
General;  alao,.aa.aa8blant  for  each  department, 
with  the  taok,  pay,  and  emulument  of  an  A^ 
sistant  Adjutant  General,  and  for  each  .post  an 
iatning  oommiwary,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emolument  of  a  lieutenant. 

Candidates  for  the  appointments  should  be 
required  to  exhibit  to  tne  Department  of  War 
proper  efideoce  of  character  aud  Qualifications, 
and  be  appointfld  and  eommiasioned  in  the  same 
manaer,  and  take  the  same  oath,  as  officers  of 
the  line  of  the  armyi  and  enter  into  bond,  with 
approved  aecurity,  tor  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duiUee* 

The  rank  of  these  officers,  should  in  no  case 
eoiitie  them  to  command  in  tbe  line,  except 
when  epeeially  ordered  thereto  by  tbe  command* 
iog  General.  Rank,  however,  should  be  given 
them,  because  without  it  they  would  often  be 
iolQect  to  the.  embarrassing  control  of  young  in* 
experienced  officers,  and  would  fail  to  command, 
la  the  lawer  grades  of  the  Army,  that  respect 
which  rank  is  neceepary  to  produce. 

The  chief  of  die  Commissariat  should  have 
tbe  control  of  the  officers  and  other  persons  em* 
ployed  in  the  dephrtmeat.  And,  under  tbe  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Depattment,  should  superintend 
the  purohaae  and  supidy  of  rations,  dbc. 

It  ahoald  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Commissaries  of 
divisiooa  and  departments  to  make  all  purchases 
of  the  component  Darts  of  rations,  and  forward 
the  same  to  such  place  and  in  such  quantitiea 
for  issue  as  the  general  or  officer  commanding 
the  departments  may  direct,  respectively,  and  to 
make  uaetxpected  visits  to  the  different  posu,  in- 
•pect  the  provisions,  and  regulate  the  issues,  the 
acconnta  and  absuacts. 

The  purchasing  as  well  as  the  issuing  Com- 
missaries  to  be  required  to  make  monthly  as  well 
as  quarterly  statements  of  the  amount  of  cash 
teceived  and  expended,  thequantitv  of  provisions 
purehasedt  ^^^  ^^  quantity  issued  since  last  re- 


turn, as  well  as  tbe  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
provisiona  on  band.  These  statemeata  to  be 
certified  upon  honor,  and  forwarded  to  the  ohief 
of  the  department,  and  a  duj^ieate  thereof  seat 
to  the  general  or  public  officer  commanding. 
They  will,  moreover,  be  required  to  render  quar- 
terly accounts  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  tbe  War  Department. 

In  this  way  the  state  of  the  supplies  and  ao- 
connu  of  each  officer  of  the  Commissariat  will 
be  distinctly  understood  monthly,  and  quarterly, 
by  the  chief  of  the  department ;  who,  possemipig 
the  power  to  arrest  or  suspend  any  dtriiaqacn^ 
woukl  prevent  or  promptly  detect  every  irregu- 
larity. But  the  most  effectual  cheek  will  be 
found  in  the  general  officers  commanding  divi- 
sions, departments,  and  principal  posts,  who,  in 
addition  to  the  power  to  arrest  and  try  officers, 
should  be  aothoriEed  to  receive  from  them  all 
poblic  moneys,  and  supply  the  place  of  such  de- 
linquent officers  by  temporary  appointments  until 
the  casual  vacancies  should  be  nlled. 

It  is  the  duty  of  tbe  inspector,  to  inspect  the 
troops  and  supplies  of  each  post  and  corps,  once 
in  two  monthah-«in  addition  to  this  he  may  be 
instructed  to  inspect  the  provisions,  particomriy 
as  to  quality  and  quantity,  and  compare  the  qame 
with  the  monthly  report  of  the  Oommissanat, 
and  in  all  cases  of  neglect  or  omission  on  the 
part  of  such  Coramismry,  he  will  be  punishable 
by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

It  seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  that  in  time  of 
war  the  Commissariat  would  be  decidedly  pre- 
ferable to  the  contract  system. 

This  I  consider  to  be  a  coneluslve  ai^aaMnt 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure. If  aity  branch  of  military  knowledge  is 
necessary  for  a  state  of  war,  its  practical  intro- 
duction in  time  of  peace  cannot  but  be  proper, 
if  it  be  pmcticable.  The  Commissariat  piattieu- 
Jarly  should  be  organized  and  put  into  operaUon 
in  time  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe., 

£DMOND  P.  QAIIf B8. 

Hon.  JoHM  Williams, 

Okairman  tfthe  MUiary  C&m/mUUe. 


NAVAL  DEPOT  ON  THE  CHBaAPEAXX. 

Copy  of  Commodore  John  Boigtn^a  kUer  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Nttvy,  relative  to  a  Naoal  Site  and 
RenJkzvou9  on  the  tvatere  of  Cheeapeake  Bay* 

Navt  CoMMisaiOMBBs'  OrFicfe, 
December  j33, 1816. 

Sib  :  Having,  in  company  with  the  other  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  examined  those 
places  designated  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  Bfay 
last,  for  tbe  purpose  of  reporting,  through  yau, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  opinion  of  the  Navy  Commisaion- 
era  as  to  the  means  mo^  proper  to  be  adopted 
for  the  defence  of  Chesapeake  Bay  in  time  :of 
war ;  it  ie  a  aource  of  unpleaeant  reflectionijnot 
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caly  to  myself^  but  I  am  coafidcnt  eqvaily  so  to 
the  other  Commissioners,  to  fiad^  on  eomparing 
our  opinions,  tiiat  we  do  not  enurely  agree  as  to 
the  mode  by  which  this  truly  important  object 
might,  most  probably,  be  accomplished.  I  regret 
this  the  more  from  ihe  nersuasion,  that  it  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  yoii,  aad  more  satis- 
factory to  the  President,  hadf  we  found  all  the 
data  upon  which  we  might  hare  formed  a  correct 
estimate,  of  such  positive  character .  as  to  admit 
«f  no  diversity  of  opinion.  As.  however,  difierent 
opinions  are  entertained  by  the  members  of  the 
board,  we  have  judged  it  best  that  each  member 
ahould  make  a  separate  report;  trusting  that 
from  these  conflicting  opinions,  and  the  facts  aad 
arguments  adduced  m  support  of  each,  the  best 
means  (^  obtaining  the  highly  important  object 
in  view  may  be  elicited. 

I  proceed,  with  respectful  deference  for  the 
opinions  of  my  brother  Commissioners,  to  snbmit 
those  views  of  this  important  question,  which 
the  most  attentive  consicleration  and  anxious  in* 
▼estigation  of  faou  have  produced  in  my  mind. 

From  the  distance  between  the  nearest  points 
of  the  Middle  Ground  and  HorscShoe,  the  great 
depth  of  water  between  those  places,  and  their 
exposed  situation  to  the  mountainous  waves,  roll- 
ing  in  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  unobstructed, 
during  the  prevalence  of  south-easterly  gales,  I 
incline  to  the  ofunion  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  erect  batteries, 
at  any  cost,  however  great,  that  would  resist  the 
inmnlt  of  the  whole  Atlantic  ocean  drawn  as  it 
were  to  a  focus,  by  the  peculiar  formation  of  the 
coast  at  that  point. 

In  another  view,  such  an  attempt  mi^ht  be 
hazardous;  for  it  may  be  seriously  Questioned, 
whether  the  erection  of  batteries  in  that  |Nirt  of 
the  channel  of  Chesapeake  Bay  which  is  the 
moet  cottfimd^  would  not  produce  a  new  channel 
tbfongh  that  immense  bank  of  sand,  the  Middle 
Ground,  therebv  changing  the  course  of  its  waters, 
renderinff  the  batteries  wholly  useless,  and  sub* 
jceting  ue  navigation  of  the  oay  to  destruction 
at  its  very  confluence  with  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
A  new  channel,  thus  formed,  would  necessarily 
displace  immense  deposites  of  sand  from  the  Mid- 
dle Ground,  and  thereby,  most  probably,  to  the  de* 
struction  or  the  navigation,  complete  the  bar  that 
nature  has  already  more  than  two-thirds  finished, 
across  the  entrance  of  the  bay. 

For  these  reasons,  the  erection  of  batteries  be- 
tween the  Horse-Shoe  and  Middle  Ground,  ap- 
pears to  me,  if  not  impracticable,  at  least  unad- 
Tisable. 

I  will  now  examine  the  navigation  from  Cape 
Henry  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  thence  to  Nor- 
folk, for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating,  by  unques- 
tionable facts,  how  far  Norfolk  unites  the  advan- 
tages essential  to  the  purposes  of  a  great  naval 
rendezvous  and  depot  of  maritime  stores. 

As  an  outer  harbor,  Hampton  Roads  is  easy  of 
ingress  and  egress  to  ships  of  every  class.  At  its 
entrance  from  the  baV}  by  erecting  a  formidable 
battery  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  another  at  the 
disunce  of  one  mile,  on  the  shoal  of  Willoughby's 


Point,  it  might  be  so  far  defended  as  to  prcfvt 
a  hostile  fleet,  however  formidable^,  front  attenpt- 
in^  to  enter  it  without  having  in  Tieir  the  aecoa- 
phshment  of  some  ereat  objeet.  On  enUoary 
occasions,  the  risk  wnich  an  enemy  woaU  then 
incur,  from  an  attempt  to  enter  Hampton  Roads, 
would  no  doubt  be  sufficient  to  deter  him;  bat 
an  object  worthy  of  the  risk  might  preaent  tts^^ 
and,  in  such  case,  an  enemy  availing  himself  tf 
the  most  favorable  wind  and  tide,  might  atteapt 
it,  and  would  probablv  succeed*  PasBtiig  thai 
batteries,  as  he  might  do  under  aoeh  ciicimistafi- 
ces,  with  a  velocity  equal  to  foorteen  naties  u 
hour,  the  effect  of  the  batteries  would  be  rca- 
dered  very  uncertain^  and  he  would  be  in  thai 
reach  only  eight  minutes  seTeateca  sccoodi! 
Should  he  succeed  in  entering  the  road,  he  might 
anchor  in  various  situations,  from  four  to  foot 
and  a  half  miles,  in  everv  direction  from  the 
shore.  My  own  personal  ouenmtioa  enables  me 
to  add,  that  during  the  prevalence  of  cheoorth- 
easterly  gales,  particularly  in  the  Wmaerseasoa, 
Hampton  Roads  is  subject  to  a  T«ry  heavy  sea, 
which  may  be  ascribed  to  iu  great  wiitk  ai  its 
entrance,  and  its  exposure  to  the  N.  B. 

As  an  inner  harbor.  Norfolk  maj  he  easily  de- 
fended both  by  land  and  by  sea ;  aad  there  is  in 
its  vicinity  an  abundance  or  ffood  timher.  These 
are  great  advantages;  but,  from  the  diffienlrp  of 
getting  in  or  out  of  Elizabeth  rhreTj  arising  frso 
the  narrowness  of  the  channel  ia  many  phcs, 
and  the  various  courses  necesaary  to  be  steered, 
(from  W.  N.  W  to  B.  N.  B.  potats  directly  oppo- 
site) before  you  reach  Cape  HearT,  added  tot 
shoal  at  its  confluence  with  the  waien  i^  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  on  which  there  are  oaly  twcaty  feet 
eight  inches  at  low  water,  and  aoc  aaofe  thsi 
twenty-four  feet  two  inches  at  hirh  water^  dorisg 
the  prevalence  of  neap-tides— and  at  ao  time,  ex- 
cepting the  Spring-tides,  more  than  tweaty-two 
feet  at  low,  and  twenty-flve  feet  at  h^  water, 
present  to  my  mind  insuperable  ohjeetions  to 
Norfolk  as  a  navy-yard,  particularly  when  H  is 
recollected  how  imperfect  and  insecvre  Hsmpion 
Roads  would  be  as  an  outer  harbor. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  advaaiages  aad 
disadvantages  peculiar  to  York  river,  considered 
as  a  place  for  a  naval  rendenvoas  and  depot  of 
naval  stores— below  Yorktown  as  an  oater.  aad 
above  it  as  an  inner  harbor. 

The  lower  part  of  York  rivet  being,  at  its 
mouth,  only  one  mile  wide,  and  three  qaarten  ia 
breadtn,  from  shore  to  shore,  and  the  ehannd 
only  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  from  flat  to  fiat, 
and  affording,  as  it  does,  a  safe  narigatioa  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  seasons,  for  ships  ofthe  greatest 
draught  of  water,  is.  in  my  opinion,  soitable  for 
an  outer  harbor.  With  the  aid  of  land  batteriesL 
an  inferior  may  be  defended  against  a  sapenor 
force  of  ships.  Like  Hampton  RoadS|  howrrcr, 
it  is  subject  to  a  rough  sea  during  the  prevaleice 
of  easterly  gales  i  but  in  this  river  that  advaoBge 
is  greatly  diminished  by  the  flict,  that  with  any 
wind  that  would  make  this  anchorage  ofegecuon- 
able,  or  that  would  enable  an  enemy  of  superior 
force  to  approach  you,  (supposing  thta  pbce  aoi 
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:o  be  fortified,)  you  can,  with  perfect  security  and 
?ase,  get  ander  weigii  aod  run  into  the  inner  har- 
t>or,  abotre  the  batteries  at  Torktown  and  Gloa« 
s  ester. 

As  an  inner  harbor  and  Naval  Depot,  York 
river,  above  Yorktown,  does  not  combine  every 
advantage  desirable,  not  having  any  basin  or  deep 
bay  in  which  ships  conld  be  sheltered  from  the 
draaght  of  the  river,  and  there  not  being  an  aban- 
dant  supply  of  timber  immediately  in  its  vicinity.'*' 
It  has,  however,  every  other  essential  requisite, 
being  completely  susceptible  of  defence  against 
a  land  or  naval  force,  and  affording  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  tides,  an  easy  and  safe  navigation  to 
ships  of  the  greatest  draught  of  water — there  be* 
ing,  for  at  least  ten  miles  above  Yorktown.  where 
the  river  is  actually  only  nine  hundrea  yards 
Tvide  from  shore  to  shore,  nowhere  less  than  six 
fathoms  of  water. 

Another  very  promioent  fact,  in  relation  to  the 
outer  harbor  ot  York,  more  than  counterbalances 
the  objections  stated.    From  that  harbor  ships 
passing  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  are 
exposM  to  full  view;  indeed,  the  moment  a  ship 
enters  the  bay,  you  can  discover  her.    You  woald 
there  have  the  advantage  of  watchior  the  move- 
ments of  an  enemy  from  a  safe  haroor.    If  he 
comes  with  a  force  too  formidable  for  you  to  re- 
sist him  in  that  position,  you  can  retire— the  same 
wind  that  enables  him  to  approach  yoUj  would 
enable  you  to  retire  to  a  place  of  safetv.    If  cir- 
cumstances would  justify  your  attacking  him, 
yoa  mi^ht  do  so,  with  the  advantage  of  having 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  his  approach. 

Hence,  although  York  river  does  not  possess 
every  advantage  that  could  be  desired,  as  respects 
either  its  inner  or  outer  harbor,  it  does,  in  my 
opinion,  unite  more  of  the  essential  requisites 
than  nature  has  bestowed  on  almost  any  other 
place.  From  its  particular  situation  (which  the 
chart  will  show)  when  aided  by  a  naval  force,  it 
is  the  only  point  deserving  the  name  of  the  key 
to  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Iproceed  now  to  examine  St.  Mary's  river. 
This  river  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Potomac,  about  seven  miles  above  Point  Look- 
out, the  next  above  Smith's  Point,  with  which 
it  forms  the  entrance  into  the  Potomac.    By  some 
it  is  urged  that  this  place,  as  repects  salubrity  of 
climate,  is  preferable  to  either  Norfolk  or  York, 
As  a  safe  and  commodious  harbor,  it  is,  perhaps, 
not  excelled  by  any  in  the  United  States.    At  its 
entrance  it  is  about  three  miles  wide,  and  the 
water  is  thirty-two  to  thirty-three  feet  deep;  for 
three  and  a  half  to  four  miles  up,  its  width  grad- 
ually decreases,  until  you  pass  two  projecting 
points  at  opposite  sides,  within  which  the  depth 
at  low  water  is  about  twenty-four  feet-^nd  the 


river  is,  bv  two  other  nrojecting  points, diminiahed 
to  about  nve  hundrea  vards  in  width,  presentinff 
above  those  poinu  a  beautiful  basin,  in  which 
there  is,  near  the  entrance  inside,  twenty  or 
twenty-one  feet  at  low  water. 

This  river  above^  where  it  is  perfectly  suscep* 
tible  of  defence  affamst  a  naval  torce,  presenu  m 
several  respects  the  most  seducing  reasons  for  its 
selection  as  a  Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous.  But 
situated  as  it  is,  in  a  narrow  peninsula,  having 
the  Patuxent  on  the  one  sida  and  the  rotomac 
on  the  other,  the  protection  of  such  an  eaubliah- 
ment  would  be  attended  with  great  expense.  To 
protect  it  against  a  land  force,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  erect  strong  batteries,  and  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  an  efScient  garrison  in  them 
would  be  very  great. 

Snch  an  establishment  should  not  only  be  able 
to  protect  itself,  but  it  should  afford  the  means  of 
protecting  our  own  commerce  in  every  part  of 
the  Imiv*  This  latter  advantage,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  is  not  possessed  in  a  superior  degree  fay 
St.  Mary's,  owing  to  its  great  distance  from  the 
sea,  (ninety-five  to  one  hundred  miles,)  neither 
do  1  think  that  in  the  present  infant  state  of  our 
country  it  could  effectually  protect  itself  against 
a  land  force,  since  even  above  the  line  of  defence, 
where  the  batteries  would  necessarily  be  situated, 
the  peninsula  is  so  narrow  that  a  superior  Una 
force  might  so  occupy  it.  as  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication in  the  rear,  tnereby  endangering  the 
safety  of  the  adjacent  country;  while  at  the  same 
time  a  superior  naval  force,  from  the  safe  aachor- 
age  afforded,  might  not  only  cut  off  all  eooimuni- 
eation  in  front,  by  his  large  vessels,  bat  his  smaller 
vessels  might  destroy  every  merchant  vessel  of 
ours  attempting  to  pass  up  to  Washington  or  to 
Baltimore, 

The  facts  sUted  being  all  that  occur  to  dm  as 
essential  in  deciding  that  question  of  looating  a 
Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous,  I  now  proceed  re- 
spectfully to  submit  my  views  as  to  the  beat 
means  or  defending  the  Chesapeake  Bay  ijenerally. 
I  assume  the  preliminary  position,  which  I  pce- 
snme  will  be  readily  accorded  to  me,  that  in  the 
present  infant  state  of  our  country,  our  prepara- 
tions to  meet  a  w|tr  should  be  conductea  with  a 
view  to  measures  of  defence,  as  well  as  ojQbnco. 

Two  small  but  strong  martello  towers,  between 
the  eastern  extreme  of  Lynnhaven  Bay  and  the 
month  of  Lynnhaven  Creek,  would  prevent  an 
enemy  from  anchoring  between  those  two  points; 
and  hts  exdurion  thence  would,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  chart,  deprive  him  of  any  other  safe 
anchorage  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  bay  than  New 
Point  Comfort. 

A  strong  battery  on  Old  Point  Comfort  would 
keep  him  out  of  Hampton  Roads ;  and  two  mar- 


river  from  point  to  point  about  half  a  mile:  from    telle  towers  at  the  mouth  of  York  river,  would 


this  to  a  place  about  two  miles  farther  up,  the 

*  Although  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  York  river 
had  a  basin,  or  deep  bay,  to  shelter  ships  from  the 
draught  of  the  river,  yet  its  not  having  that  advantage 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  constituting  any  serious  ob- 
jection to  Uie  river. 


prevent  his  anchoring  in  that  situation,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  they  would  serve  to  protect  it,  as 
an  outer  harbor  and  general  rendezvous  for  our 
marine  force  assembled  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
in  time  of  war, 

York  river,  fortified  at  Yorktown,  would  afford 
security  .to  that  important  tract  of  country  throur^ 
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whieh  it  puses,  and  seeare  a  Naval  Depot  higher 
up  the  river.  The  place  where  I  consider  it  ad« 
TMable  to  locate  suefa  an  establishment  is  called 
the  Clay  Banks,  and  is  about  ten  miles  higher  up 
than  Yorktown. 

While  a  battery  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  and 
two  martello  towers  at  the  month  of  York  rirer, 
would  keep  an  enemy  from  Hampton  and  York, 
they  woold,  with  the  aid  of  a  suitable  naral  force, 
prevent  his  attempting  to  take  shelter  in  a  situa- 
tion so  near  as  New  Point  Comfort.  Hence,  being 
shot  oQt  of  Lynnhaven  Bay  by  the  two  towers 
proposed  in  that  quarter,  he  woold  be  deprived  of 
all  the  safe  anchorage  near  the  entrance  of  the 

The  Importance  of  deptiving  an  enemy  of  an* 
chorage  in  Lynnbaven  bay,  is  fully  established 
by  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  position  more  dangerous 
to  onr  commerce  than  any  that  could  be  occupied 
by  any  enemy  within  the  Chesapeake  Bay ;  and 
it  the  imporUnce  of  depriving  him  of  all  safe 
anchorage  near  the  entrance  m  the  bay,  b&  as  it 
appears  to  me,  too  obvious  to  admit  of  a  doubt, 
tnen  the  propriety  of  erecting  towers  and  batteries 
at  theotner  pkoes  suggested,  must  necessarily  be 
eoneeded. 

It  will,  I  presume,  be  readily  admitted,  in  de» 
vising  the  most  efficient  means  for  the  protection 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  that  the  mouth  of  the 
(bay  skeuld  claim  tbe  first  attention,  since  if  you 
can  BQceeed  ia  protectioff  that  point  effectually, 
you  aibrd  protection  to  all  points  above  it.  The 
measures  wbich  I  have  had  the  honor  of  suggest- 
ing, have  bad  this  great  object  in  view. 

Allow  me,  sir.  to  request  your  attentive  exami* 
nitton  of  the  coart  submitted.  A  reference  to 
that  part  of  it  which  embraces  York  Spit,  and 
what  IS  termed  the  Head  of  the  Middle  Ground, 
will,  I  think,  satisfy  you  of  the  great  advantage 
which  a  respecuble  naval  force,  stationed  at  the 
mouth  of  York  river,  would  possess ;  and  that 
aoch  a  force,  co*operating  with  the  towers  near 
Lynnhaven  Bay,  the  battery  on  Old  Point  Com- 
iott,  and  the  towers  of  York  river,  proposed, 
would  in  all  probability,  protect  the  whole  oem- 
meree  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

With  respect  to  the  Taagier  Islands,  I  have 
^oonttdered  it  unneoessarv  to  say  anything  s  par^ 
tictdarly  as  the  report  and  chart  made  by  Captain 
Speace,  afford  more  information  than  anv  person^ 
ml  observation  of  my  own  would  enable  fl»e  to 
communicate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowminshiblo, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

N.  B.  Some  difference  of  opinion  probably  ex- 
ists, as  to  the  practicability  of  defending,  against 
a  land  force,  a  navv  yard  situated  on  the  Clay 
Banks.  I  cannot,  however,  persuade  myself  to 
entertain  any  doubt  upon  the  subject,  since  the 
land  is  there  as  high,  if  not  higher  than  any  other 
within  reach  of  cannon  shoL  There  are  more- 
over two  large  creeks,  Aberdeen  and  Jones's,  that 


discharge  their  waters  into  York  river,  on  mk 
side  of  the  proposed  site,  about  one  naile  diitaii 
from  its  centre,  by  which,  withoat  any  extnsr- 
dinary  labor  or  expense,  the  whole  establi^hsMSi 
might  be  insulated;  and  the  measure  hj  wkia 
this  desirable  protective  efiect  would  be  pnkced, 
would  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  tracer  la  ail 
the  purposes  of  labor-saviag  naaehinerj. 

For  Hirther  particulars  relatively  to  the  adftt- 
tages  of  this  place,  permit  me  Co  raer  rou  toae 
foUowing  extracu  <»  Captain  Sinclair^  report. 

*^  The  mouths  of  these  two  creeks  are  two  nuta 
apart,  but  before  they  flow  half  a  mile  there  m 
two  branches  approaching  each  other,  withia  i 
quarter  of  a  mile,  where,  after  the  creeks  ir 
dammed  below,  a  canal  might  be  cat  which  woa^ 
insulate  the  place,  and  add  greatly  to  its  secoritj 
in  the  rear.    Indeed,  it  appears  to  be  very  ca^ 
ble  of  being  defended  by  a  moderately  sauli  fofoe. 
The  channel  does  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  mik 
in  width,  and  is  overlooked  by  an  emiaeneeof^ 
feet  for  a  mile  or  two  below.     The  eosetry  is 
said  to  be  healthy;  indeed,  jod^ing  £roia  its  in- 
habitants, I  should  pronounce  it  so.    The  \a&^  is 
gentfally  fine, and  well  timbered  with  vhite  oak. 
yellow  and  pitch  pine,  and  some  cedar,  thougk 


not  in  abundance.' 


JOHN  aODGEBS. 


Ste- 

e/OeCI^ 


Copy  of  the  commufUeaHoH  made  by 
phen  Deeaiwr,  in  rdaiumio  tike  deft 
apoake  Bay,  and  the  oeleetam  of  a 
a  Naeai  UHpot. 

NaVT  CoMMISeiONERS'  OfFICB, 

January  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  call  of  the  16th  ai- 
timo,  on  the  Navy  Commissioners,  reqoirisf  s 
report  of  the  late  examination  and  surveys  nme 
under  their  direction,  in  pursuance  <^  yooi  is- 
structioos  of  the  7tfa  May,  I  enclose  you  a  state- 
ment of  such  facts  as  I  have  been  ennbied  lo 
collect  upon  this  important  subject.  Prom  tiie 
diversity  of  opinion  which  we  have  found  lo  ex* 
ist  between  us  upon  this  important  sul^t  we 
have  deemed  it  most  satisfactory  to  girc  a  sep- 
arate reports.  This  diversity  was,  perhaps,  to 
have  been  expected,  in  a  case  presenting  so 
wide  a  range  for  observation;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  not  be  considered  as  too  tenacious  of  our 
individual  opinions,  when  it  U  raccdlected  that 
this  question  involves  the  safety  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  protection  of  the  extensive  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake. 

The  first  examination  required  by  your  order 
of  the  7th,  is  to  ascertain  the  most  proper  mode 
of  defending  the  Chesapeake  in  time  otwar. 

In  giving  my  opinion  upon  this  head.  I  hcf 
leave  to  be  understood  as  disclaiming  all  knowJ< 
edge  of  the  expense  of  constructing  lortifieatiesi 
for  particular  estimates  of  which  i  beg  leaff  to 
refer  yon  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bomford,  of  the 
engineers,  who  accompanied  us  on  the  sarrey. 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  can  be  defended  from  s  sa- 
perior  hostile  fleet  only  bv  fortifications  sunk  at 
some  point  of  the  channel,  and  the  point  nearest 
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eke  ocean  siMoeptible  of  defence,  is  otriootlr  the 
most  proper.  The  chaimel  of  ihe  bay  at  the  Capes, 
navigable  by  ships  of  a  large  class,  is  four  miles 
and  three-quarters  wide,  depth  of  water  genially 
from  ten  to  fifteen  fathoms.  The  sea,  at  this  point, 
being  oninterrnpted  by  shoals  in  its  roll  from  the 
Atlantic,  would,  in  my  opinion,  render  fortifica* 
tions  utterly  impracticable.  Ascending  the  bay 
from  the  Capes,  the  channel  brmnches  at  the 
Horse-Shoe,  one  branch  passins  into  Hampton 
Roads,  the  other  leading  up  the  hay  itself.  That 
branch  of  the  channel  which  leads  up  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  passes  between  two  shoals ;  that  on 
the  south  side,  called  Willoughby  V  <^od  disuint 
from  Old  Point  Comfort  about  two  mile«  and. a 
quarter,  has  eight  feet  water  on  it;  the  one  on  the 
north  side  is  called  the  Thimbles,  and  is  distant 
from  Old  Point  about  three  miles,  and  has  nine 
feet  water  on  it ;  thev  are  about  a  geographical 
mile  distant  from  eacn  other.  The  other  branch 
of  the  channel  (that  which  passes  up  the  bay) 
has  a  width  between  the  Horse-Shoe  and  the 
Middle  Ground  of  four  milesi,  and  the  depth  of 
water  for  three- fourths  of  this  distance  does  not 
exceed  four  fothoms  and  a  a  half,  being  nowhere 
more  than  eight  fathoms. 

The  bottom,  from  a  number  of  experiments, 
appears  to  be  a  solid  and  closely  compacted  sand, 
protected  from  the  heavy  sea  of  the  Atlantic  by 
the  shoal  of  the  Middle  Ground,  which  stretches 
many  miles  to  sea,  and  on  which  its  violence 
is  exoended  before  it  reaches  this  channel.  If 
the  Chesapeake  be  susceptible  of  defence  at  all, 
it  is  my  opinion  this  is  the  only  point  at  which 
it  ean  be  defended.  The  channel  at  every  other 
place,  above  or  below,  being  much  wider,  and  of 
much  greater  depth, and  that  works,  judiciously 
constructed,  between  the  tail  of  the  Horse-Shoe 
and  the  Middle  Ground  would  be  permanent, 
strong  evidence  is. furnished  by  those  extensive 
works  which  form  the  harbor  of  Chetbonrg— « 
works  constructed  on  a  sand,  unprotected  by 
shoals  without,  where  the  sea  is  as  violent,  the 
tide  infinitely  stronger,  and  its  perpendicular 
xise  upwards  of  forty  feet. 

Tou  will  perceive,  sir,  that,  in  considering  the 
subject  of  defending  the  Chesapeake  generally.  I 
have  included  the  defence  of  Hampton  Roaa& 
not  onZtf  aa  an  arm  of  the  baj,  nor  oa  account  of 
the  objects  of  spoil,  to  which  the  banks  of  its 
rivers  invite  an  enemy,  but  with  reference  to  the 
other  inquiry  of  a  naval  depot,  to  which  I  sbail 
presently  call  your  attention.  In  relation  to  the 
defence  of  Hampton  Roads  particularly — if  the 
defence  of  this  place  were  the  exclusive  olne;ct, 
there  is  another  position  for  the  purpose,  which 
vould  probably  be  preferable,  which  is  Old  Point 
Comfort,  and  the  opposite  snoal,  called  the  Rip 
Haps,  which  are  less  than  one  mile  disutnt.  I 
bej;  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  made  upon 
this  subject  by  Colonel  Bomford,  merely  notic- 
jngt  "  that  I  understand  it  was  made  out  before 
it  was  discovered  that  the  water  on  Willough- 
by's  shoals  and  the  Thimbles  was  so  shallow,  or 
that  those  shoals  approached  so  nearly  together 
9»  they  do."    I  will  now  further  add  the  author^ 


ity  of  General  Bernard's  opiiiion,  "  that  any  dis- 
tance, not  exceeding  one  mile,  may  be  so  forti- 
fied as  to  be  rendered  impassable. 

If,  in  addition  to  powerful  works  placed  at  the 
entrance  into  Hampton  Roads,  we  add,  that  part 
of  the  naval  force,  already  contemplated,  which 
will  probably  be  stationed  within  toe  Roads,  the 
only  inducement  a  hostile  iieet  could  have  to 
attempt  passing  heavy  batteries,  so  moored  as 
to  aid  in  obstructine  the  enemy's  passage,  and 
sufficiently  near  to  be  sustained  by  the  forts,  in 
the  event  of  their  passios,  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  ever  be  attempted.  Let  us  suppose  Hamp- 
ton Roada  thus  fortified,  and  our  naval  depot,  as 
well  as  our  fleet,  drawn  within  those  defences, 
what  inducement  would  remain  to  an  enemy  to 
attempt  a  passage  op  the  bay  7  The  destruction 
of  our  fleet  and  our  depot  would  be  their  first 
object;  their  second  would  be.  to  prevent  our 
fleet  from  getting  to  sea :  either  of  these  objects 
would  keep  them  necessarily  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Roads..  The  pillage  or  the  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  its  waters,  would  be  the  only  re- 
maining inducement  for  a  cruise  up  the  bay— an 
inducement  too  trifling  to  permit  the  belief  that 
they  would  abandon  for  it  the  important  objects 
that  they  would  leave  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Hampton  Roads;  and  more  particukirly  when 
their  pasaage  up  the  bay  is  opposed  by  batteries 
stretched  across  the  channel  at  the  Horse-Shoe 
and  Middle  Ground,  and  with  a  fleet,  too^in  their 
rear,  ready  to  act,  in  the  event  of  their  receiving 
such  injury,  as  is  more  than  probable  they  would 
receive,  in  passing  such  works.  The  non-exist- 
ence of  any  object  of  sufficient  importance .  to 
invite  an  enemy  up  the  bay.  under  the  arrange- 
ments already  stated,  would  render  it  unneces- 
sary to  have  works  between  the  Horse-Shoe  and 
the  Middle  Ground  as  numerous  or  as  strong,  by 
one  half,  as  would  be  otherwise  requisite.  And 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  bay  and  Hampton 
Roads  are  susceptible  of  permanent  and  complete 
defence,  by  works  erected  at  the  points  proposed, 
and  the  same  works  be  made  to  serve  for  the  de- 
fence of  both;  whereby  the  whole  expense  of 
fortifying  the  Naval  Depot  would  be  saved,  as 
well  as  the  expense  of  keeping  up  garrisons. 
What  the  expense  of  such  works  would  be,  I  am 
incapable  of  saying:  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
cost  to  the  nation  of  defending  the  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake,  (or  one  sii^le  war,  would  greatly 
surpass  what  would  be  requisite  to  erect  a 
permanent  defence  of  the  bay;  and  when  we 
connect  this  with  the  debasement  of  permit- 
ting the  enemy  to  make  a  home  of  our  waters, 
the  consideration  of  any  ^warrantable  expenditure 
can  scarcely  be  thought  to  oppose  an  oostacle  to 
the  establisment  of  any  works  which  may  be  de- 
termined to  be  practicable. 

I  come  now  to  the  location  of  the  Naval  De- 
pot; and,  on  this  point,  there  are  a  few  simple 
principles  which  seem  decisive  of  the  inquiry.  ;A 
Naval  Depot  should  possess  a  sufficiency  of  wa- 
ter; it  should  be  contiguous  to  the  ocean,  other- 
wise the  Navy  could  not  render  that  prompt  pro- 
tection to  the  coast  which  comprises  the  greater 
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part  of  its  utility ;  it  sboold  also  be  connected 
with  the  means  of  supplie.^  of  timber  and  na?al 
stores,  which  no  posture  of  war  could  cut  off  or 
interrupt :  these  are  qualities  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude. 

There  are  other  advantages,  not  indeed  so  in- 
dispensable, but  still  of  a  very  high  character, 
ana  which  would  be  extremely  fortunate  to  find 
with  the  qualities  of  primary  importance  already 
mentioned;  such  for  example,  as  a  populous 
neighborhood^  from  which  enpplies  of  labor  and 
provisions  mieht  be  commodiously  drawn,  and 
which  would  be  at  band  to  give  support  to  the 
depot  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  attack ;  another 
of  these  incidental  advantai^es,  is  a  lar^.  safe, 
and  well  defended  outer  harbor,  into  which  the 
ships,  when  built,  could  be  drawn  and  manoeu- 
vred without  the  hazard  of  exposure  to  a  supe- 
rior enemy. 

Hampton  Roads,  which  I  consider  the  outer 
harbor  of  Norfolk,  is  eighteen  miles  from  Cape 
Henry.  Ships  can  enter  or  proceed  to  sea  from 
it,  with  the  wind  from  any  quarter.  It  furnishes 
excellent  anchorage,  and  has  sufficient  room  for 
a  fleet  to  manoeuvre  in  under  sail-^an  advantage 
which  no  other  harbor,  that  I  know  of,  possesses. 
The  distance  from  Hampton  Roads  to  the  navy 
yard  at  Qosport  is  twelve  miles,  and  the  shoalest 
water  found  in  the  river  at  ordinary  high  tides, 
is  twenty-five  feet.  This  depth  is  more  than  is 
sufficient  for  the  seventy-fours  we  now  have.  You 
will  find  on  the  file  in  your  office  that  the  pilot- 
age paid  for  the  Independence,  (seventy-tour,) 
when  she  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean j  was  twen- 
ty-four feet.  The  ships  now  building,  althou^^h 
of  great  capacity,  will  not  draw  so  much,  by  six 
inches.  The  present  defences  of  Norfolk  are,  in 
my  opinion,  sufficient  to  protect  it  from  any  naval 
force  that  can  be  brousht  against  it. 

It  will  be  recollected^  that  during  the  late  war, 
the  enemy  considered  it  absolutelj  necessary  to 
get  possession  of  Cranev  island,  before  they  could 
pass  up  to  Norfolk  with  their  shipping ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  a  combined  attack  by  their 
boats,  and  a  considerable  land  force,  was  made  on 
Craney  island.  The  attack  was  repelled  by  a 
few  pieces  of  cannon  placed  upon  the  sand,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  regularly  fortified.  All 
the  approaches  to  Norfolk  and  the  navy  yard  by 
land  are  interrupted  by  water-courses,  and  lead 
throuch  swamps.  Both  places,  with  the  excep* 
tion  of  about  two  hundred  yards,  are  insulated  by 
creeks,  unfordable  by  reason  of  the  deep  mud. 
These  creeks  can  be,  and  I  believe  have  been,  con- 
nected by  military  works ;  nor  is  there  any  higher 
ground  than  that  on  which  they  stand,  within 
cannott^range  of  either  place.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
military  men,  who  have  commanded  there,  that 
they  are  particularly  well  situated  for  defence 
against  an  attack  by  land. 

From  Craney  island  i^  to  the  navy  yard,  (which 
I  consider  the  timber  harbor,)  is  six  miles,  m  which 
space  thirty  sail-of-the-line  may  lay  with  perfect 
convenience ;  and  it  is  at  all  times  so  smooth  as 
not  to  interrupt  the  ordinary  work  or  repairs  that 
may  be  required.    Prom  Norfolk  to  Hampton 


Roads,  large  ships  cannot  sail  when  tlie  wial  is 
ahead,  in  consequence  of  the  narrowness  of  ^ 
channel;  but  if  warping  anchor^  with  booys.  be 
laid 'down  in  the  cfaanneJ,  (as  is  the  ease  in  iS 
men-of-war  harbors  that  are  close,)  skips  cax 
with  any  wind,  be  warped  into  the  Roads. 

The  harbors  of  Bfalta  and  Port  Makon,  which 
are  considered  two  of  the  best  harbors  in  Europe. 
<ean  only  be  left  or  entered,  when  the  wind  if  Ad- 
verse, by  warping.  The  navy  yard  at  No-&ik 
comprises  within  its  walls  a  square  of  aboottweif 
acres,  one  side  of  which  lays  upon  the  ebannes 
the  river,  at  which  sixteen  sail-of-the-line  can  be 
laid  up  in  ordinary,  if  they  are  brought  to  tas 
pier,  end  on,  as  is  practised  at  the  naval  arsea: ; 
at  Antwerp. 

The  navy  yard,  in  its  present  state,  foraishes ; 
as  many  conveniences  for  building  or  fitting  os: 
as  any  yard  in  the  United  States — two  hasdrei 
thousand  dollars  at  least  having^  been  already  ex- 
pended bv  the  publie  in  valaable  iatpvevemeats. 
The  neighborhood  furnishes  abundaaeeof  oiltand 
pine  timber  suitable  for  naval  parposcs,  and  also 
naval  stores,  a  supply  of  which  cannot  be  cut  ofi* 
by  a  blockading  enemy.    The  advantige  it  pas- 1 
sesses  in  consequence  of  its  vieinitftoacommer  ' 
cial  city  would  be  considerable,  boui  as  it  nguds , 
the  numerous  mechanics  and  seamen  that  are  m 
be  obtained  there,  and  the  protection  a  large  pop- 
ulation would  afford,  in  the  event  of  a  fams 
attack.    The  climate  of  Norfolk  is^  I  picsnae. 
similar  to  that  of  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeikis 
generally  on  tide  water. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  York 
river.  From  Cape  Henry  light-house  to  Gles- 
cester  town,  whicn  is  the  first  point  on  York  rire? 
that  could  be  rendered  sufficiently  strong  to  pre* 
rent  the  passage  of  a  hostile  fleet,  is  thirty-rvo 
miles.  Ships  can  enter  or  proceed  to  sea  from  it 
with  all  winds.  The  distance  from  Qlonceca 
to  the  Clay  Banks,  the  place  contemplated  for  {^e 
NavyTard,  is  seven  miles,  and  the  depth  of  water 
is  sufficient  for  any  ship  at  all  times  of  tide.  U 
can  unquestionably  be  defended  against  aojattack 
by  water.  It  is  at  present  entirely  napirotected 
by  any  fortifications.  From  the  hou  iammation 
I  have  been  enabled  to  collect,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  there  are  several  livers  putUng  ia 
from  the  Bav  navigable  for  light  craft  and  boats, 
and  approaching  within  eight  or  nine  nules  of  the 
Clay  Banks,  where  a  debarkation  of  troops  might  be 
effected.  Of  the  nature  of  the  intervening  grouads 
I  am  unacquainted.  The  site  selected  as  the  best 
in  this  river  for  a  Naval  Depot  forms  at  preseat 
part  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  no  vessel  drawia; 
ten  feet  water  can  approach  the  Innk  neater  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.  As  the  bottom  is  mud,  it  is 
probable  that  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  dnre 
piles  for  the  foundation  of  the  Navy  Tard,  Mni  the 
whole  yard  must  of  course  be  composed  of  srtifi- 
cial  or  made  ground.  There  is  a  creek  oa  each 
side  of  its  heading,  about  half  a  mile  in  the  rear, 
where  they  approach  within  about  four  hoadred 
yards:  at  this  point  it  is  proposed  jplaciag  the 
defences  against  a  land  attack.  About  eifbc 
I  hundred  or  a  thousand  yards  to  the  right  of  this 
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position  and  the  contemplated  depot  there  it  en 
extendre  range  of  het§fht8  that  orerlook  and 
command  them.  In  consequence  of  whiclu  I  am 
of  opinion  that  this  position  cannot  be  defended 
from  a  land  attack  with  a  less  force  than  would 
be  competent  to  meet  the  assailants  in  the  field. 
It  is  believed  that  a  supply  of  oak  timber  mayr  be 
obtained  from  the  shores  of  York  rirer ;  but  pine, 
fit  for*nayal  purposes,  and  naval  stores,  must  be 
drawn  from  a  distance.  A  bloekadipg  force,  in 
time  of  war,  might  prevent  the  transportation  of 
them  bf  water— the  only  means  by  which  they 
could  be  obtained  in  any  quantity.  From  the  un- 
asaal  straightness  of  York  river,  the  mouth  of 
which  lies  open  to  the  bay,  it  is  mueh  more  rouffh, 
with  particular  winds,  than  rivers  of  its  wiuth 
generally  are. 

With  the  wind  blowing  fresh  up  or  down  the 
river,  I  should  apprehend  that  any  repairs  that 
would  require  working  near  the  water  would  be 
interrupted.  The  inner  harbor  of  this  river,  like 
that  of  Norfolk,  cannot  be  left  or  entered  when 
the  wind  b  ahead,  except  by  warping. 

The  next  point  embraced  by  your  instructions 
is  Tangier  islands,  lying  about  one  hundred  miles 
up  the  Chesapeake.  From  the  survey  and  report 
or  Captain  Spence,  the  commissioners  were  of 
opinion  that  that  place  was  totally  unfit  for  a 
Naval  Depot,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  to  ex- 
amine it.  For  particular  information  respecting 
this  pkee,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  Capuin  Spence^ 
survey  and  report. 

As  your  instructions  did  not  partieularixe  St. 
Mary's,  and  not  being  apprized  that  my  colleagues 
intended  to  examine  that  place,  I  was  not  present 
when  they  did  so.  It  lies  on  the  upper  side  of 
the  Potomac  river,  near  its  mouth,  anu  about  an 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  up  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  depth  of  wa- 
ter, the  extent  of  the  harbor,  its  susceptibility  of 
defence  against  an  attack  by  water,  or  the  supply 
of  naval  stores  or  bnildiuff  materials  in  its  vicinity. 

From  my  want  of  local  knowledge  of  this  place, 
I  ean  say  nothing  as  to  its  partieuTar  advantages, 
and  can  only  point  out  some  prominent  objec- 
tions which  present  themselves.  Its  distance  from 
the  ocean  I  consider  an  insuperable  objection  to 
it  as  a  Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous,  \vt  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  and  detention  our  ships 
Bright  meet  with  in  going  out  or  returning  from 
sea.  Another  objection  is,  that  the  population  for 
ft  considerable  distance  is  so  thin  that  it  cannot 
afford  sufficient  succor  in  case  of  a  sudden  attack. 

The  river  Patuxent  lies  a  few  miles  higher  up 
the  bay  than  the  Potomac,  and  approaches,  where 
it  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  tne  largest  class, 
within  five  miles  of  the  rear  of  the  harbor  of  St. 
Mary's.  The  harbor  is  everywhere  surrounded 
on  the  land  side  by  commanding  heights,  which 
are  too  numerous  to  be  occupied  and  sustained, 
except  by  a  large  army;  and^  therefore,  it  would 
be  necessary  that  a  considerable  land  force  should 
be  kept  there  at  all  times,  to  insure  its  safety. 
Another  very  important  objection  is,  that  if  the 
neighborhood  does  not  afford  sufficient  supplies 
<)f  timber,  which  I  believe  is  the  case^  they  might 


be  cut  off  in  time  of  war  by  a  bloekadiiy  force. 
This  place,  as  well  as  the  harbors  of  Norfolk  and 
York,  from  the  narrowness  of  its  channel,  can 
only  oe  left  or  entered,  when  the  wind  is  adverse, 
by  warping.  Its  climate  is  very  similar  to  the 
climate  of  those  places.  There  is  an  objection 
common  to  both  York  and  St.  Mary's,  as  the 
plaees  of  Naval  Deposite,  which  has  not  yet  been 
mentioned,  and  that  is,  that  thev  both  lie  within 
the  defences  proposed  to  be  raiaeo  from  the  Horse- 
Shoe  to  the  Middle  Ground.  If  you  present  to 
an  enemy  the  combined  attractions  of  your  depot 
and  your  fleet,  those  works  for  the  defence  of  the 
bay  must  be  more  numerous  and  strong,  and  con- 
sequently much  more  expensive;  and  it  is  for 
this,  among  other  reasons,  that  I  think  it  so  much 
prelerable  to  place  both  tnese  objects  behind  the 
defences  proposed  to  be  established  at  the  mouth 
of  Hampton  Roads. 

Having  weighed  all  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  tne  several  positions,  it  is  my  deci- 
ded opinion  that  the  present  navy  yard  at  Nor- 
folk, independent  of  the  protection  it  would  affi>rd 
the  Chesapeake,  is,  iq  all  respects,  incomparably 
the  best  place  for  a  Naval  Depot^  if  Hampton 
Roads  be  j>roperly  fortified;  and  m  that  case  I 
should  consider  it  the  finest  harbor  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  only  objection  to  it,  in  its  present 
state,  is  the  mud-bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
over  which  our  largest  ships  cannot  pass  at  low 
water;  which  is  a  sufficient  objection  in  the  pres- 
ent unprotected  state  of  Hampton  Roads,  inas- 
much as  any  of  our  la^r  ships,  chased  into  the 
Roads  by  a  superior  naval  force  at  dead  low 
water,  could  not  pass  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  would,  of  course^  be  exposed  to  attack. 
The  expense  of  the  requisite  buildings  for  a  Na- 
val Depot,  at  either  of  the  other  places,  together 
with  the  fortifications  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  them  by  land  and  by  water,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  much  greater  than  would  be  necessary 
to  fortify  I^mpton  Roads  completely.  Should 
either  of  the  otner  places  be  fortified,  they  would 
require  a  much  larger  force  to  ^rrison  them, 
and  would  render  no  material  aid  in  the  general 
defence  of  the  Chesapeake.  Permit  me  further 
to  observe,  sir,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Board  that  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
should,  at  some  point  or  other,  be  the  place  of  a 
Naval  Depot  and  rendezvous.  The  mildness  of 
the  climate  enabling  the  workmen  to  continue 
their  labor  throughout  almost  the  whole  of  the 
year,  and  the  geographical  situation  of  the  place, 
seem  to  me  to  fit  it  eminently  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  near  the  centre  of  our  coast  and  of  our  com- 
merce; and  that  portion  of  the  Navy  which 
would  be  stationed  there,  would  possess  thereby 
a  facility  in  defending  both  by  the  rapid  move- 
ments it  would  be  enabled  to  make;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  expressing;  the  opinion  that,  bv 
raising  the  fortifications  which  I  have  proposed, 
and  placing  the  depot  near  the  ocean,  the  Chesa- 
peake, at  present  the  most  vulnerable  point  of  the 
coast,  would  become  one  of  the  strongest;  It 
would  become  itself  a  defence  to  our  seaboard. 
The  subjoined  sketch  of  the  waters  in  tlie 
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Tiemity  of  the  Chesapeake,  was  furniahed  me,  a' 
a  few  boars'  nottee,  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  United 
States'  Navy,  who  made  the  surrey  of  the  Chesa- 
peake onder  the  directions  of  the  Board.  The 
well  known  talents  and  pteeisioo  of  this  gentle- 
man, leave  no  doubt  of  the  aecvraey  of  his  lines 
of  beariog,  distance,  and  soundings.  Tou  will 
perceive,  sir,  that  I  hare  drawn  my  facu  relative 
to  those  points,  from  this  document. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

STBPHRN  DBCATUR. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CROwiimaHiBLD. 


Copy  of  the  fiommunicaUon  made  by  Commoiort 
baoid  ParUr,  Commisnoner  qf  the  Navvt  in  reia- 
Han  to  a  Site  fir  a  Naval  Dqfott  ana  the  beet 
meane  to  the  adapted  for  the  defence  of  the  CheM" 
peake  Bay. 

Navy  Commi88ionbbb'  Offzcb, 

December  27, 1816. 

6ib:  In  compliance  with  the  call  made  by  yon 
of  Che  16th  ultimo,  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  communication  made  to  you  hy  the  Board, 
of  the  d4th  instant,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send, 
for  your  consideration,  facts,  and  my  own  opin- 
ions, in  relation  to  the  points  to  which  you  have 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy,  by  your  communication  of  the  7th 
May  last. 

1  have: the  htmor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  Hivant,  D.  PORTfill. 

Hampton  Roads,  it  is  believed,  could  be  forti-- 
fied  to  advantage  by  means  of  batteries  placed  on 
Old  Point  Comfort,  and  on  the  shoal  of  Wil- 
loughby's  Point,  in  fifteen  feet  water,  and  the 
distance  between  batteries  so  placed  need  not  be 
more  than  one  mile  and  a  quarter.  But  until  a 
fair  experiment  has  been  made  as  to  the  expense 
of  erecting  them-^the  effect  of  the  latter  on  the 
shoals  and  channels,  and  whether  it  could  resist 
the  violence  of  the  waves  to  which  it  would  ne- 
cessarily  be  exposed-^I  should  not  deem  it  ad- 
visable to  undertake  to  defend  the  Chesapeake 
by  erecting  a  line  of  batteries  across  the  mouth 
of  the  6a^,  as,  by  so  doing,  the  risk  would  be  in- 
curred of  expending  uselessly  many  millions  of 
dolkrs,  of  choking  up  the  channel  on  one  side, 
and  of  changiog  the  navigation  to  the  other;  by 
obstructing  the  waters,  and  thereby  causing  them 
to  ebb  and  flow  in  larger  quantities,  and  with 
greater  rapidity,  on  the  north  side  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Bay,  clearing  away  a  passage  for  the  larg- 
est ships,  by  the  removal  of  the  light,  and  almost 
floating  sand  on  that  side  of  the  Middle  Ground, 
where  a  safe  add  convenient  channel  already 
exists  for  vessels  drawing  sixteen  feet  water.  A 
failure  in  the  completion^  or  the  ultimate  destruc- 
tion of  the  blocks,  or  islands,  which  must  be 
sunk  in  the  channel,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
such  batteries,  would  create  dangerous  shoals,^ 

*  Engineers  say  it  would  require  nine  batteries, 
mounting  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fi^ 
guiM  each,  to  defend  the  passage  between  Old  Point 
Confon  md  the  Middle  Gfound. 


and  if  perfect  aneeeae  ahoold  be  ebtaiatiiitk 
erection,  it  is  quite  mohleiaitical  vhelJmtkf 
would  succeed  at  all  times,  and  ODderill» 
cumstanees,  in  pieveatiBg  the  pamgetfiiitSK 
fleet,  or  of  seeuring  to  theauelves  Um  Kcetoj 
supplies  of  provisions  and  water,  win  iindd 
by  a  poweaul  force.  TbeiciiBie,  for  uncer- 
tain object,  I  should  consider  it  BBtdntiK) 
risk  the  destruction  or  injury  of  the  pnNDieku- 
nel  into  the  Chesapeake,  aad  ike  apesiii  i 
anecher  that  would  require  equal  meus  to  m 
If  Hampton  Roads  can  be  foitifial,  tke  Ck» 
peake  Bay,  in. my  opinion  (wbiek  IntouRi 
due  deference)  could  he  best  fistBeted  bf  i 
moveable  force,  that  canaedc  the  proteedoi: 
batteries  placed  there  and  at  Yod[  hrer.  h 
chart  f  not  yet  completed)  of  the  aimf  oii 
under  tke  superintendence  of  theCoamwufio. 
aad  the  report  of  the  anrveyiag  offieer,vill{ili{f 
you  IB  possession  of  the  distasee,  ^  ^ 
water,  aad  other  facts  that  hare  pnMil^ 
opinion,  as  well  as  of  the  inforaaiioD  ngairai 
by  the  examination  of  ''Hampisfi  lUds  op  to 
Norfolk."  It,  therefore,  oalf  reouiiifn  me  u 
give  my  opinion  as  to  the  latter  plaee for  a  Iiini 
&epot.  A  want  of  sufficient  deplkofi>»,i| 
all  times,  for  the  easy  ingress  ud  cgroi  if tv 
largest  ships,  I  hare  alwap  considered  itwf 
objection  to  Nacfoik  as  a  great  NanlDepot.  m 
objection  does  not,  however,  eiiit  (o  tbe  ottt  1 
si^>posed.  The  minute  examiaacioi  wbici  w 
lately  been  made,  discovers  morewiieroTffV 
flats,  below  Craney  island,  than  was  eicr  wiR 
found  $  but  yet  not  of  saffieieat  depcb  lo  w^^ 
at  all  times,  ahipa  of  the  kuyest  disi,  wi^ 
provisions,  water,  and  guns  ob  beard.  Adw^ 
which,  the  channel  is  narrow,  ^}^^^^ 
found,  and  never  to  he  paawd,  bf  nips  of  «^ 
with  a  head  wind.  Under  thsv  cia»io^ 
I  can  see  no  leaose  for  changiBg  tbe  opiuH|"' 
meriy  eatartaiaad;  and  will  aovaM,  m  ^^ 
higher  pecfectton  in  our  naral  v^^^, 
the  increased  siae  of  our  ships,  sboaid  v»^^ 
greater  draught  of  water  i»e«»«r7,iaij^J»»J 

are  not  to  be  put  into  a  •»te'"*'^^Z« 
their  arrival  in  Hampton  Reads;  ift^*^?;" 
to  receive  their  guns,  their  Fo»f*^  n„^ 
stores,  from  the  iSaval  Depot; ItB^^^^ 
instead  of  affoiding  pioiectioaioibewbol^^ 

apeake,  is  to  answer  only  the  P"??*^  ^tJi 
lug  our  inoffirustve  ships,  the  f^^l. 
Naval  Depot  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  ^f^^^ 
wiU  be  defeated,  and  the  obsJeeWB* »  «*"* 
proportionably  increased.  ^  ^^.  o^g^ 
How  far  the  fortifications  ^^^^^^^ 
may  justify  ships'  dropping  down  y^  ^^ 
lencelessstate  Will  depead  on  tiT^"^^^ 
be  made,  and  on  the  exunt  ^^^^f^Z^ 
It  is  now  doubted  whether  oae  ol  oor  »^ 
ships,  under  the  most  f«v«We  ctfcBjw*r 
eOBid  steer  through  the  narrow  aad  ^^^\ 
which  forms  the  chaaael  over  tbe  JJJJ'^aj 
grounding.  The  means, however,  of  deun^j 
this  pdat  are  fortunaielyat  haad^w^^^^. 
not  be  difficult  to  m^e  the  trial.  ]fll^\, 
poaes  no  obatacka  to  the  pasMge  ^  » 
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ps  «s  high  ap  m  the  Clay  Battles,  wbieh  ap* 
irs  to  be  the  most  saitable  place  on  that  stream 
a  oarjT  yard.  Ir  offers  ad? aatages  in  streams 
water  for  labo-r-saviog  [fflirposes,  and  may  be 
tected  from  maritime  attack  by  batteries 
eed  at  York  and  Gloncester  points,  and  near 
!  ebannel  on  ifie  Oyster  Shoals  above,  (which 
•  bare  at  low  water,)  as  well  as  on  the  shoakit 
n  of  Ybik  Spit}  and  the  passage  of  an  enemy 
ly  be  retarded  by  means  of  booms,  and  other 
strnctiotts.  Th^  climate  is-  said  to  be  subject 
the  same  diseases  as  those  which  preTaii  at 
irfotk,  and  it  is  said  to  be  liable  to  altaek  from 
▼em  river.  U  has^  however,  this  advaatag^e 
er  Norfolk,  (in  addition  to  its  depth  of  water,) 
It  ships  can  go  to  sea  with  most  winds  with 
lich  they  lea^etheplace  named  as  most  soitaWe 
'  a  Naval  Depot.  Captain  Sinclair's  reports  and 
rrey  of  York  river  will  afford  you  further  infor- 
Uion  on  this  subject.  The  Tangier  islands 
ire  surveyed  by  Captain  R.  T.Spenec — to  that 
rvey  and  the  report  which  accomnanies  it,  I 
{  leave  to  refer  you  for  all  the  information  I 
ssess  respecting  them. 

Commodore  Rodgers and  myself, on  our  passage 
wn  the  Potomac,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
uctioos,  touched  in  at  St.  Mary's  which  is  sit- 
ted  near  its  mouth.  In  point  of  healthiness  of 
nation,  security  from  maritime  attack,  and  (I 
I  informed)  from  ice,  excellence  of  harbor,  and 
9  easy  ingress  and  egress  to  an  inner  bar- 
r,  at  all  times,  to  ships  drawing  not  more  than 
enty-four  feet  and  a  half  of  water,  the  advan* 
;e8  it  offers  by  means  of  streams  of  water  for 
K>r*saving  purposes,  and  its  convenience  to  for- 
s  of  fine  timber,  St.  Mary's  is,  in  my  opinion, 
^rior  to  any  other  place  of  which  I  have  a 
owiedffe  on  the  Chesapeake  for  a  Naval  Depot. 
Bow  Jar  its  distance  from  the  sea,  and  the  ne- 
ssity  for  concentrating  a  land  force  for  its  pro- 
Uion  from  an  enemy  (which  may  attack  it 
>m  the  Patttzent)  may  weish  against  these  ad- 
Qtages,  or  whether  it  may  be  considered  a  dis- 
▼antage  to  have  so  concentrated,  in  a  healthy 
oation,  aforce  wbieh  may  easily  be  transported 
r  a  protection  of  other  important  points,  or,  in 
>e,  (taking  into  consideration  iu  central  position, 
d  the  speed  with  which  vessels  may  get  to 
I  with  a  favorable  wind,  through  both  channels 
the  Chesapeake,)  whether  such  objections 
oald  be  considered  disadvantages,  I  beg  leave 
submit  to  the  decisions  of  Qoverament :  they 
rolve  military  question  of  which  I  am  not  a 
mpetent  judge.  I  shall  merely  observe,  firstly, 
at  whatever  objections  may  be  made  to  the 
btance  of  St.  Mary's  from  the  ocean,  when  we 
easure  the  sinuosities  of  the  channel,  we  shall 
id  the  objection  nearly  as  strong  to  Norfolk, 
sd  when  we  take  into  estimation  the  time  re- 
tired to  sail  this  distance,  we  shall  find  the  com- 
irison  in  favor  of  St.  Mary's :  and  secondly,  that 
hatever  objection  may  be  made  to  the  assem- 
sge  of  a  military  force  for  the  protection  of  St. 
iary's,  still  stronger  objections  might  be  made 
» their  assemblage  from  the  distant  paru  of  Vir- 
^nia,  for  the  defence  of  Norfolk.    And  the  same 


remark  may  apply  to  York.  Norfolk  haa  ow«d 
its  protection  to  troopa  drawn  from  Riehniond, 
which  was  thereby  left  exposed  to  atifewk.  St. 
MaryVi  would  be  gaarded  by  those  from  &dtlmore 
and  Washington,  and  placed  in  the  most  favor- 
able situation  to  enable  them  to  aid  in  their  de- 
fence,  as  well  as  that  of  Richmond.  The  estab< 
lishmcnt  of  a  Naval  Depot  at  St.  Mary's  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  plan  engjEasied  for  wolec* 
ting  the  Chesapeake  by  meant  of  a  moveable  force 
that  shall  seek  the  protection  of  batteriea  at 
Hampton  Roads  and  York  river.  The  protection 
of  St.  Mary's  would  depend  greatly  on  thatfbm* 
and  thedestructlonof  the  Naval  Depot,eaubiishati 
there,  would  require  a  force  (in  addition  to  the 
one  left  to  watch  on?  fleet)  proportione'd  to  the 
proteeting  foree  atatioaad  at  St.  Mary's;  for  it  is 
not  usual  or  prudent  to  leave  an  enem^r  unguard- 
ed in  the  rear,  when  he  may  be  in  a  situation  to 
avail  himself  of  the  advantages  which  a  defeat 
might  offer. 

A  superior  enemy's  fleet  which  could  (by  pla- 
cing Itself  between  the  Naval  Depot  and  St. 
Mary's,  and  our  naval  rendezvous  at  Hampton 
Roads)  cutoff'all  communication  between  them, 
could,  by  blockade,  render  both  fleet  and  depot 
equally  useless,  were  the  latter  at  Norfolk.  The 
command  of  our  own  waters,  (the  object  for  de- 
fending the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake,)  would 
secure  to  us  an  easy  communication  between  our 
fleet  and  depot.  And  if  this  superiority  is  not  to 
be  obtained,  our  Naval  Depot,  placed  wherever  it 
may  be,  will  not  answer  the  end  for  which  it  wfis 
intended*. 

A  Naval  Depot  at  St.  Mary's  would  afford  a 
safe  and  commodious  Winter  retreat  for  our  fleets, 
which  experience  has  taught  me  cannot  be  found 
in  Hampton  Roads,  and  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  cannot  be  found  in  York  river.  It  would, 
from  its  central  and  convenient  situation,  afford 
protection  and  convoy  to  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  bav,  even  were  its  mouth  blockaded  by  an 
enemy's  neet ;  an  advantage  which  could  not  be 
afforded  by  York  or  Norfolk.  It  would  serve  as 
a  rendezvous  for  the  light  cruisers  from  Balti- 
more, where  they  could  easily  elude  an  enemy's 
blockading  fleet,  by  availing  themselves  of  the 
choice  of  channels ;  an  advantage  which  York 
does  not  possess  in  so  great  a  degree,  and  one  of 
which  Norfolk  has  been  found  to  be  entirely  des- 
titute. The  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  Ches- 
apeake would  constitute  the  blockade  of  Hampton 
Roads;  consequently  the  supplies  of  the  Naval 
Depot,  placed  there,  would  be  limited  to  those 
received  by  the  canals,  and  by  the  waters  dis- 
charging themselves  into  Hampton  Roads;  while 
the  whole  resources  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  its 
tributary  streams,  as  well  as  those  which  may  be 
afiforded  by  the  projected  canals  connecting  its 
waters  with  the  Delaware,  will  be  open  to  St. 
Mary's. 

A  military  force  stationed  at  St.  Mary's  can  aid 
in  the  defence  of  every  part  of  the  bay  exposed 
to  attack,  while  such  aid  has  never  been  found  in 
the  foree  stationed  at  Norfolk,  nor  is  it  believed 
it  would  in  any  stationed  at  York.    And,  finally, 
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if  the  experioMBt  of  fortifviog  Hampton  Roads 
should  not  tueoeed,  a  narai  force  that  can  iasae 
from  St  Mary's  would  not  be  less  formidable,  nor 
afford  leas  protection  to  the  Chesapeake,  than  one 
stationed  there  or  at  York. 

In  closinff  these  remarks  allow  me  to  observe 
that  I  should  regret  extremely  that  any  difference 
of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  most  suitable  point 
for  establishing  a  Naval  Depot,  were  I  not  per- 
suaded that  this  indifference  will  be  the  means  of 
placioff  you  in  possession  of  the  best  information 
as  to  the  merits  and  defects  of  the  places  under 
examination.  And  I  am  happy  to  have  in  my 
power  to  say,  that  there  appears  to  be  but  one 
opinion  amonff  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  ne- 
cestitf  of  anch  an  establishment  somewhere  oa 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake.    Reasons  of  a  po* 


litical  nature  which  may  weigh  for  or  •gaiut  the 

f  articular  spot  to  be  selected  for  a  NaTsl  Depot, 
leave  to  politicians ;  unbiassed  by  loeal  later- 
ests  or  local  preiudicee,  I  have  givea  myoptAin 
solely  in  reaard  to  the  utility  m  such  u  estib- 
lisbmenu  f  give  them  with  deference;  bat  with 
a  perfect  conviction,  in  my  own  mind  of  the  cor« 
rectness  of  the  position,  that  the  defence  of  the 
Chesapeake,  ana  the  utility  of  a  Naval  Depot  on 
its  waters,  will  depend  more  on  the  conveniences 
and  resources  it  can  furnish,  than  the  pesition  of 
the  depot.  A  Naval  Depot  is  the  source  whence 
all  the  members  receive  their  suppliei  and  rigot 
to  defend,  not  a  particular  spot  or  place,  hot  the 
whole  body  corporate—not  for  the  adraatan  of 
any  particular  section,  but  for  that  of  the  whole 
Union.  D.  PORTER. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONORESSj 


88£D  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1816. 


i  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  datiea 
on  importi  and  tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hauee  of 
ipresenUUivee  of  tJte  United  States  of  Amer- 
I,  in  Ckmgrese  aeeembled^  That  the  tonnag:e 
itiea  to  be  paid  hj  ships  or  vessels  which  shall 
entered  in  the  United  States,  excepting  only 
ch  foreign  ships  or  ressels  as  shall  be  entered 
}in  any  foreign  port  or  place  to  or  with  which 
ssels  of  the  United  States  are  not  ordinarily 
trmitted  to  go  and  tradei  shall  be  the  same  as 
e  provided  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  impo* 
ng  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels," 
issed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Jufv,  in  the  year 
'  oar  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Inety :  Provided  alwaye,  That  nothing  in  this 
it  contained  shall  be  deemed  in  anvwise  to  im- 
ur  any  rights  and  privileges  which*have  been 
*  may  be  acquired  oy  any  forei^  nation  under 
le  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States  rela* 
ve  to  the  dutv  on  tonnage  of  vessels. 
Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  /urther  enacted^  That  on 
1  foreign  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  be  en- 
red  in  the  United  States  before  the  thirtieth 
ty  of  June  next,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
)  and  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  States 
'e  not  ordinarilv  permitted  to  go  and  trade, 
lere  shall  be  paid  a  duty  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
irs  per  ton.  And  the  duties  provided  by  this 
ct  snail  he  levied  and  collected  in  the  same 
mnner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are 
rescribed  by  lajv  in  relation  to  the  duties  upon 
snoaffe  now  in  force. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate^  pro  tempore. 

HENRY  CLAY, 
Speaker  rf  the  Home  of  Bepreetntativee. 

Approved,  January  14, 1817« 

JAMBS  MADISON, 

Ltt  Act  to  aolhoriae  a  new  edition  of  the  colledion  of 
lawe  respecting  the  pnblio  lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
ansa  the  collection  of  laws^  resolutions,  and 
reaties,  printed  under  authority  of  an  act,  enti- 
led "  An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and  dis* 
iributiog  of  such  laws  of  the  United^  States  as 
respect  the  public  lands,''  passed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hnn- 
ired  and  ten,  to  be  revised,  and  the  acts  passed, 
tnd  treaties  formed,  subsequent  to  the  publica- 
ion  of  the  said  collection^  and  relating  to  the 


public  lands,  to  be  embraced  therein  ;  the  acts  to 
be  dmsted  and  arranged  in  their  proper  order, 
and  fifteen  hundred  conies  thereof  to  be  printed 
and  preserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  Con- 
gress. 
Approved,  January  20, 1817. 


An  Act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  enbeist^ 
enoe  of  the  Army  dating  tne  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  towards  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Armv  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  there  be  appropri- 
ated the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22, 1817. 


An  Act  to  repeal,  after  the  close  of  the  present  session 
of  Congreei,  tlie  act,  entitled  «An  act  to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  memben  of  the 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives  and  the  del- 
egates from  Tenitoriee,"  passed  the  nineteenth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^..  That,  from  and  aAer  the 
close  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  change  the  mo&  of  compen- 
sation to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  delegates  from  Ter- 
ritories," passed  the  nineteenth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  herebjr,  repealed :  Provided  alieaye. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  revive  any  act  or  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repealed 
or  suspended  by  the  act  hereoy  repealed. 

Approved,  February  6, 1817. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  author^ 
lie  certain  ofBoers  and  other  persons  to  administer 
oaths,  approved  May  the  third,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  chairman  of  any 
standing  committee,  either  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives or  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths  or  affir- 
mations to  witnesses  in  any  case  under  their  ex- 
amination ;  and  any  person  who  shall  be  guilty 
of  perjury  before  such  committee  shall  be  liable 
to  tne  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  prescribed 
for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  February  8, 1817. 
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An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  anthoriang 
the  payment  of  a  siim  of  menejr  to  JoKpli  8lewait 
and  otbera." 

Bt  it  enacted,  S^  That  the  money  aatbor- 
ized  to  be  paid  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  his  associ- 
atee.  of  Dorchester  coaaty,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, or  to  their  legil  repreeentattsrtef  hj  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  April;  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  their 
legal  representatiFes  or  agents,  tIz:  The  said 
Joseph  Stewart,  Moses  Na^y,  John  Bell,  Moses 
(Seoghegan,  Mathias  Tracers,  Samuel  Trayers, 
Henrv  S.  Travers,  Hicks  North,  Thomas  Tolly, 
Joseph  Gator,  John  Willoby,  James  Hooper, 
Hugh  Roberts,  John  Tolly,  Moses  Simmons, 
RoDert  Travers,  John  Simmons,  Edward  Sim- 
mons, William  Powers,  William  Geoghegan,  (of 
James,)  William  Qeoghegan,  (of  Mosei.)  Jere- 
miah Spicer,  Tracers  Spicer,  Jeremiah  Travers, 
WiUiam  Dtre,  Thomas  Woolen,  Samuel  Kd- 
mondson,  Heniy  Corder,  Roger  Tregnl,  Thomcs 
Arnold,  Samuel  Creighton,  Jeremiah  Creig hton, 
Benjamin  Keene,  Thomas  Lecomnte,  James 
Lecompte,  Founmin  Lecompte,  Elijah  Tall, 
OhnHea  Woodlwd.  William  Barnes,  William  M. 
Robinson,  Joaeph  daunden^  and  Dnniel  Wilson. 

Snc.  8.  AndbeUfiaiherenaeted,  That  the  mo- 
ney authorized  to  be  paid  to  Samaei  Jenaison,  of 
St.  Mary's  county,  in  the  State  of  BAaryland,  or 
to  his  legal  representatives,  bv  the  third  section 
of  the  above  recited  act,  shall  be  paid  to  Samuel 
Tennison,  his  legal  representative  or  agent,  of 
St.  Mary's  county,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Approved,  February  8^  1817. 


mm* 


An  Act  to  repeal  Hie  second  sectiott  of  an  aet,  enti- 
tlsd  **Am  aet  ooneeming  the  pay  ef  ofleani»  saamsn, 
and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  second  eecilon  of 
an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  concerning  the  paf  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  Sutee,"  passed  the  eighteenth  of 
April)  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hvndred 
and  fourteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  82, 1817. 


An  Aet  in  addition  to  •  An  aet  ibr  the  idief  of  Geoige 
T.  Roas,  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  offican 
and  men  lately  under  their  command." 

'  Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  fbr  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Daniel  T.  Pat- 
terson, and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under  their 
command,"  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Narv 
arii  hereby  authorized  and  reqQired,'by  and  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  draw,  by  their  warrant  or  warrants, 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  or 
any  moneys  therein,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
the  sum  appropriated  by  the  said  aet,  and  to  ap- 
point an  agent  or  agents  to  disburse  the  same, 
aeeording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
act  aforesaid. 
Approved,  February  22, 1817. 


An  Act  poviding  Ibr  the  ^viaioii  of  eettsin  foner- 
seetioas|in  Aitnte  sales  of  die  public  laadi. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  tst 
first  day  of  September  next,  the  aeetioBsdcsigBi- 
ted  by  number  two,  five,  twenty,  tweotj-ilim 
thirty,  and  thirty -three,  in  each  and  every  t»vih 
ship  of  the  ptiblic  landa,  the  aale  of  wkiei  is 
now,  or  hereafter  may  be,  aothorized  by  bv, 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  either  in  quarter  miaes, 
or  half  quarter  sections,  at  the  option  of  tkc  par- 
chaser;  and  in  every  case  of  the  dirifioo  eft 
i^uarter  section,  the  portion  shall  be  madebji 
hne  running  due  north  and  sooth,  and  io  ercn 
other  respect  the  said  sections  shall  be  ofiittd 
whether  at  public  or  private  ante,  on  the  urn 
terms  and  conditions  as  have  been,  or  mtf  be,!? 
law,  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  poblie 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  22, 1817. 

An  Act  authorising  the  sale  of  oertaia  gieaiidi  te* 

longing  to  the  United  States  in  the  (%  of  Ifoi- 

ington. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  ConnMerfor 
the  superintendence  of  the  PaUicBaiVita^ift 
the  City  of  Washington  be,  and  he  hereby  n, 
authorized  to  lay  on  into  bnilding  lots  tU  tkit 
part  of  the  publlo  reservation  of  groaad  ii  the 
said  city,  numbered  ten,  lying  on  the  nank  side 
of  the  Pennsvlvania  arenue,  between  Third  tni 
Fonr-and«an-nalf  streets  west,  embraced  bf  c&e 
whole  of  the  front  of  said  reaervatioa  oa  nA 
avenue,  and  extending  back,  or  norihwardlf,  B«t 
exceedioflj  two  hundred  feet;  and,  under tbe di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States^to 
sell  any  number  of  soch  lots,  not  exceeding  0B^ 
half  of  the  whole  number,  and  the  avaib  tbereoT 
to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes; 
ana  m  such  sales  the  Commissioner  is  kenbf 
directed  to  reserve  to  the  United  States  eterf 
other  lot,  except  in  particular  cases  it  mtjht 
expedient  to  sell  two  or  more  conttgvoos  Jots; 
but  all  sales  made  in  virtue  of  this  act  sba/l  6e 
under  and  upon  the  express  cooditioB,  tbir  the 
purchaser  shall  build  and  finishjorcaose  to  beioilt 
and  finished,  within  three  years  fron  tkedtfof 
sale,  a  good  and  sobatantiai  brick  or  sfoBe&ooie«of 
not  less  than  three  stories  hi^,  eiehave  oC  the 
basement  story,  nor  less  than  tvmty-&ve  feet 
front;  and  in  nulure  of  a  compliinee  with  the 
said  conditions,  or  any  of  them,  the  kis  so  aold 
shall  revert  to  the  United  SUtcSiaod  the  partf 
failing  shall  incur  a  forfeifre  of  aojud  all  po- 
neys  which  may  have  been  paid  hr  Ae  samcb 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  ftgHher  emKtei,  That  tbe 
moneys  arising  fVom  the  antes  afoiasaid  be,  aai 
they  hereby  are,  appropriated  to  the  paymcat  cf 
any  moneys  which  may  hereafter  be  ezpendsi 
for  the  public  buildings  and  pablic  imprevei 
in  the  City  of  Washington, 

Approved,  February  Sli,  1817. 


An  Act  granting  a  psnaion  to  fTssunrntorr  tthnd 

Tajylor. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  tnd  after  the 
third  day  of  September,  one  ihoosaad  tight  kfli- 
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dred  aad  lizteeo,  a  pensioii  of  three  hoadted  dol- 
lers  per  tBQQni  be  allowed  to  Commodore  Rich- 
ard Taylor,  in  cooaeqaence  of  a  total  disabilitv 
arising  from  a  wouod  reed? ed  io  a  eoafiicl  with 
the  eaemy  in  the  Revolutionary  w^r,  while  in 
tile  eommand  of  a  flotilla  io  the  waters  of  the 
Chetapeake,  under  a  comroiMioa  of  captain  in 
the  navy  from  the  State  of  Virginia ;  to  be  paid 
to  him,  the  said  Taylor,  half  yearl^^  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treaanry  not  otherwiae  appropri* 
ated  by  law. 
Approved,  March  1,  1817. 


An  Act  authoriang  vanels  departing  from  the  town 
of  Btjoa  St.  John  and  Basin  of  Om  Canal  de  Ca- 
londelet,  for  foreign  ports,  to  dear  out  at  the  cus- 
tom-house in  the  dtj  of  New  Orleans. 

Be  ii  maded,  ^e^  That  all  ships  or  vessele, 
aboQt  to  depart  for  torei^n  porta  or  places,  from 
the  town  of  Bayoa  St.  John,  or  Basin  of  the 
Caoal  de  Carondelet,  shall  be  permitted  to  clear 
OQt,with  their  cargoes^  at  the  cnstom^hooae,  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  depart,  under  the 
same  roles,  re^^olations,  and  restrictions,  and  in 
erery  respect  in  the  same  manner,  as  vessels 
cJeario|[oat  aod  departing,  for  foreign  ports,  from 
the  said  city  of  New  Orleans,  by  way  of  the 
Missiitsippi  riirer. 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 

An  Act  making  reservation  of  certain  puUie  lands  to 
supply  timber  for  Naval  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be  anthoriz^rd,  and  it  shall  be  his  dutv,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  united 
States,  io  cause  such  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  States  as  produce  the  live 
oai[  and  red  cedar  timbers  to  be  explored,  and  se- 
lection to  be  made  of  such  tracts  or  pnortions 
thereof,  where  the  principal  growth  is  of  either  of 
tile  said  timbers,  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  oe- 
ceMiry  lo  furnish  for  the  Navy  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  the  said  timbers.  The  said  Secretary  shall 
hare  power  to  employ  such  agent  or  agents  and 
wrreyor  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  afore- 
said purpose,  who  shall  report  to  him  the  tracts 
by  them  selected,  with  the  boundaries  ascertained 
and  accurately  designated  by  actual  survey  or 
water  courses,  which  report  shall  be  laid  before 
Uie  President,  which  he  may  approve  or  reject,  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  the  tracts  of  lands  thus  se- 
lected with  ine  approbation  of  the  President  shall 
he  reserved,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  law, 
from  any  future  sale  of  the  public  lands,  aod  be 
appropriated  to  the  sole  purpose  of  supplying  tim- 
ber for  the  Navy  of  the  (Jailed  States :  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  this  section  eootaioed  shall  be 
construed  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  any  person  or 
Persons  claiming  lands  which  may  be  reserved  as 
tl'uresaid* 

iSfic.  2.  And  be  iijurihcr  enacted,  That  if  any 

CtaOQ  or  persons  shall  cut  any  limber  on  the 
ads  reserved  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  remove  or  be 
employed  in  removing  timber  from  the  same,  nn- 
i4th  Cov.  2d  SBsa.^-41 


less  duly  authorized  so  to  do,  by  order  of  a  com- 
petent officer,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  \  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
cut  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  timber  *oo,  or  remove 
or  be  employed  in  removing  from  any  other  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  for  transportation  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  United  States,  or  for  exportation 
to  any  foreign  country,  such  person  or  persons  so 
offending  and  being  thereof  duly  convicted  before 
anv  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  pay 
a  nne  not  exceeding  nve  hundred  dollars  and  w 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  six  monthr. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  iijurther  enacted,  That  if  the 
master,  owner,  or  consignee,  of  any  ship  or  vea- 
aell,  shall  knowingW  take  on  board  any  timber 
cut  on  lands  reserved «s  aforesaid,  without  proper 
aathority  and  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  or  shall 
take  on  board  any  live  o;ik  or  red  cedar  timber, 
put  on  any  other  lands  of  the  United  States,  with 
intent  to  transport  the  same  to  any  port  or  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  to  export  the  same 
to  anyr  foreign  country,  the  ship  or  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  same  shall  be  seized,  shall,  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  be  wholly  forfeited. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  lliat  if  any 
timber  as  aforesaid  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibi- 
tions of  this  act,  be  exported  to  any  foreign  coun- 
try,  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  exported  shall  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  the 
captain  or  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  for  taking  on 
board^  transporting,  or  exporting  timber  by  torce 
of  this  act,  shall  be  sued  lor,  recovered,  and  dis- 
tributed, and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
aad  shall  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide 
for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penal- 
ties, and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned." 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western  part  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  aad 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  Statea. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  be,  and 
they  herebjr  are,  authorized  to  form  for  themselves 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  to  as- 
sume such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper;  and 
the  said  Slate,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  inclu- 
ded within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  Be- 
ginning on  the  river  Mississippi  at  the  point 
where  the  aouthern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of 
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board  goods,  wares,  and  merehandise,  taken  io 
one  State, to  be  delivered  in  another  State:  Pro* 
vid&if  That  it  shall  not  be  paid  on  any  ship  or 
vessel  havings  a  license  to  trade  between  the  dif- 
ferent districts  of  the  United  States,  or  to  carry 
on  the  bank  or  whale  fisheries,  more  than  once  a 
year :  And  prwided^  oImo^  That,  if  the  owner  of 
any  such  vessel,  or  his  agent,  shall  prove,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  collector,  that  three-fourths  at 
least  of  the  crew  thereof  are  American  citizens, 
or  persons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  the  duty  to  be  paid  in  sncb  case  shall 
be  only  at  the  rate  of  six  cents  per  ton ;  but  noth- 
inff  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or 
afiect  any  exemption  from  tonnage  duty  given 
by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "^An  act 
to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  certain  dis- 
tricts," and  therein  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Sfic.  6.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted^  That,  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  shall 
be  paid  upon  everv  ship  or  vessel  or  the  United 
States,  which  shall  be  entered  in  the  United 
States,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  unless  the 
officers  and  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  crew  thereof 
shall  be  proved  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 

S arsons  not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
tate,'  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  fifty 
eents  per  ton:  Andpromded^  aUo^  That  this  sec- 
tioii  shall  not  extend  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  which  are  now  on  foreign  voy- 
ages, or  which  may  tJepart  from  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  May  next,  until  after  their 
return  to  some  port  of  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  bounties  and  remissions,  or  abatements  of 
duty,  allowed  by  this  act,  in  the  case  of  vessels 
having  a  certain  proportion  of  seamen  who  are 
American  citizens,  or  persons  not  the  subjects  of 
any  foreign  Power,.shall  be  allowed  onlv  in  the 
case  of  vessels  having  such  proportion  of  Ameri- 
can seanaen  during  their  whole  voyage,  unless  io 
case  of  sickness,  death,  or  desertion,  or  where  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  crew  shall  have  been  Uken 
prisoners  in  the  voyage. 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  they  arc  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  atteadants,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  aiid  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
mg,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 
.   For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
indttdmg  the  Ubrariah*s  allowance,  for  the  year 


one  flioiisand  ei|^t  hnndied  mai 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fif^  dotlars. 

For  eempmsatioB  to  the  PrcsideiK  of  the  Ub> 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thoasiiiid  doUan. 

For  oompensatioo  to  the  Vice  PKatdest  of  the 
United  States,  Art  thousand  doUan. 

For  compeasatioa  to  the  Seeretary  of  State, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeasatioo  to  the  clerks  employed  ia  tht 
Departneot  of  State,  thirteen  thoma&d  serea 
hundfed  and  fifty  dollars. 

ForeompensatioB  to  the  meaaengcr  tasaid  IV 
partment,  and  for  the  Patent  Oflfiee,  six  hoadrai 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  inoidental  and  contiageot  expenses  d 
the  said  Department,  ineindiag  the  expense  sf 
printing  and  distribotiag  copies  of  the  laws  d 
the  second  session  of  the  foarteeatk  Coagrosi 
and  printtttg  the  laws  in  aewsiMpcfs,  twenty- 
three  thousand  seven  hnndrad  aad  ewe  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Seereiaiy  of  ike  Trea- 
sury, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to4hm  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  or  the  Secretary  of  Che  TfeasaiY,  ten 
thousand  four  hundred  and  th irtf -three  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  messeager  and  as- 
sistant messenger  in  the  office  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dolUrs. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  langaages, 
allowed  to  the  person  emploved  in  transmictiag 
pasa{>orts  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  sad 
printing  in  the  office  of  tbe  Seeretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  one  thousand  one  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  ConapCrolJer  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  doHars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  said  Comptroller,  fifteen  thoosaad 
five  hoadred  and  sixteen  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  "*witwiger  ia  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollafls. 

For  expense  of  statioaerf,  pvtataag,  and  coa- 
ttngent  expenses  in  the  Comptrottei^  office,  ^ht 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Aadiasr  of  the  Tree* 
sury,  three  thousand  doUara. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ^mpiofed  in. 
the  Auditor's  office,  sixteen  thooaand six  hundred 
and  thirty*two  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mcaMigcr  ka  aud  of- 
fice, four  hundred  aad  tea  doUaia. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priating,  aad  coe- 
tingent  expenses  in  said  office,  six  hnadnd 
dollais. 

For  eompensation  to  the  Trea^rer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ennloyedia 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  five  thmaand  fear 
hundred  aad  forty  dollars 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  said  o^ 
fice,  four  hundred  aad  tea  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  priatinff,  nad  esa- 
tinaent  expenses  in  said  office,  ei^t  hndred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comnlssiooer  ef  the 
Gkneral  Land  Office,  three  thousand  doUnrs. 
For  compensation  to  the  detks  —Bpleyqt  is 
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JBeil  aiaeM,  f c^  That  «r«rf  pwtr  now  io 
serrieejOr  who  miry  hereiAer  he  appointed,  shall, 
iBftead  of  the  hoodff eqnired  bj  the  aet  to  which 
this  is  a  soppiomeiit,  aatet  into  hood  with  two  or 
more  sofieient  snretiea.  in  the  penalty  of  cweatf- 
fire  tboQsaod  dollars,  condilioned  for  the  (aitbfol 
disohanpe  of  all  his  duties  as  parser  io  the  Nary 
of  the  Untied  States,  which  soreties  shall  he  ap- 
proTed  by  the  judge  or  attevney  of  the  United 
DUtcs  ior  the  distriet  in  which  sneh  parser  shall 
reside. 

Sbc.  2.  And  ht  iijuriher  enaeUd,  That,  from 
and  after  the  ftrat  day  of  May  next,  no  person 
shall  aet  In  the  character  of  paieer,  who  shall  not 
ent€r  into  hood  as  aihresaid,  eicepting  parsers  on 
distant  serriee,  who  shall  not  remain  in  serrice 
looker  than-  twy  aae^ths  after  their  Totorn  to  the 
United  Stoles,  anleso  they  shall  comply  witti  the 
frorisioas  of  the  first  sootion  of  ths  act. 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 

An  Act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  padcets  to 
and  ftom  James  Madison. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  and  from  James  Madison,  now  President  of 
(he  United  States,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  and  during  his  life,  shall  be  car- 
ried by  the  mail  (tee  of  postage. 

Approved,  March  1, 1817. 

An  Act  ralatiiig  to  the  fansom  of  Aoieiiean  oi^Tes 

of  the  late  war. 

Be  ii  tnaeimij  4^  Tkmt  the  proper  aecoaoting 
eiieer  of  Uio  War  Departeaent  he.  and  he  ia  here- 
by, aothorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  aeeonnta 
ef  any  peiaoa  who  may  have  redeemed  and  pur- 
chased from  captirity  any  ckhBen  ef  the  Uoited 
Stales,  taken  ptisoftor  daring  the  late  war  with 
C^t  Britain,  npoa  the  same  principles  aad  rales 
p/eridence  by  which  other  clainM  are  adjusted 
ia  said  Deparcnwal :  Provided^  That  in  no  ease 
shall  a  greater  sum  be  alienrodthan  one  hundred 
tnd  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  Bdaroh  1, 1617. 

An  Aet  in  addMon  Io  an  net,  entitled  «« An  act  for 
the  more  oonTsadent  taUag  of  aAdatita  and  bail  in 
ofil  eanses,  depending  in  the  courls  of  the  United 
Statea." 

Be  ii  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  commissioners 
who  now  are^  or  heaeafter  may  be,  appointed  by 
virtue  of  the  aet,  e&litled  '^An  aet  for  the  more 
convenient  caking  of  aflMaviu  and  bail  io  civil 
causes,  depending  in  the  courls  of  the  United 
States,'*  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  affidavits 
•nd  hail  in  civil  causes,  to  be  used  in  the  several 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  and 
pay  exercise  all  the  powers  that  a  justice  or 
judge  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
tnay  exercise  by  virtue  of  the  thirtieth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States." 
Approvedi  March  1, 1817. 
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An  Act  eooeeming  the  Navigation  of  the  United 

Stotfli. 

Be  it  enacted^fc.,  That,  after  the  thirtieth  d^y 
of  September  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  meiohan- 
diae^  shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  except  in  vessels 
of  the  Uniteji  Slates,  or  in  each  foreign  vessels 
aa  truly  and  wholly  belong  to  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  that  country  of  wtiich  the  goods  are  the 
growth,  production,  or  manufacture;  or  from 
wiiich  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  can 
only  be,  or  most  usually  are,  first  shiMed  foe 
transportation :  Promded^  neverthekm,  That  thia 
regulation  shall  not  extend  to  the  vessels  of  any 
foreign  nation  which  has  not  adopted,  and  whtcn 
shalfnot  adopt,  a  similar  regulation. 

Sec*  2.  Am  he  it  JurUur  enacted,  That  ail 
;oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
Jolted  States^  coatrarv  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  the  ship  or  vessel  where- 
in the  same  shall  he  imported,  together  with  her 
cargo,  tackle,  appareL  and  fornifure,  shall  be  for- 
feited to  the  Unitea  States;  aad  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ship,  or  vessel,,  and  cargo, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  con- 
demned, in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  reg- 
ulations, restrictionS|  and  provisions,  as  have  been 
heretofore  established  for  the  recovery,  collection, 
distribution,  and  remission,  of  forfeitures  to  the 
United  States  hy  the  several  revenue  laws. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  after 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  bounties 
and  allowances  now  granted  by  law  to  the  own- 
ers of  boats  or  vessels  engaged  ia  the  fisheries, 
shall  be  paid  only  on  boats  or  vessels,  the  officers 
and  at  least  three-foofihs  of  the  crews  of  which 
shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisJGactioo  of  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  such  boat  or  vessel  shall 
beloogi  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  per- 
sons not  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  Prince  6r 
State. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  no 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported, 
under  penalty  of  forfeiture  thereof,  from  one 
port  of  the  United  Slates  to  another  port  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  vessel  belonging  whoUy  or  in 
part  to  a  subject  of  any  foreign  Power ;  but  this 
clause  shall  not  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  sail- 
ing of  any  foreign  vessel  from  one  to  another 
port  of  the  United  States,  provided  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  other  than  those  importea 
in  such  vessel  from  some  foreign  port,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  unladen,  shall  be  carried 
from  oae  port  or  place  to  another  iu  the  United 
Statea. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  after 
tiie  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  there  shall 
he  paid  a  dutv  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  everv 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  shall 
be  entered  in  a  district  in  one  State  from  a  dis- 
trict in  another  State,  except  it  be  an  adjoining 
State  on  the  seacoast,  or  on  a  navigable  river  or 
lake,  and  except,  also,  it  be  a  coasting  vessel  going 
from  Long  Island,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  to 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  the  said  Long  bland,  having  on 
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Pot  ex|ieo8^  of  fad;  scMionei^f,  prmting,  a*d 
other  cootiDgeot  ezpeiiftes  itt  said  offiee,  two  tboo- 
aand  fire  hnodred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Aeooantant  of  the 
Nayy  Department,  two  thousand  doUaiB. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment,  fourteen  thousand  seven  hafidred  doliars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  doUifrs. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses  in  said  office,  one  thousaad  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  comoensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Nary  Boafu,  ten  thousand  fiv«  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollar^ 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Nayy  Board,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  io  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy  Boatd, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  doliars. 

For  compensation  to  the  second  Assiatant  Post- 
master General,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensatiou  to  the  clerks  emplored  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  nineteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  meeseuger  and  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  six  huBiked  and  sixty 
dollars. 
*  For  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  three 
thousand  six  hundrea  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Commission- 
ers of  Loans,  and  allowance  to  certain  Commie-^ 
sioners  of  Loaas^  in.  lieu  of  clerk-hire,  fourteen 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  sundrv  Com- 
ihissioners  of  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  Mtaoriaed 
expenses  of  the  several  loan  offices,  thirteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  late  Comttissiouer  of 
Loans  of  Booth  Carolina,  from  the  firtt  of  April 
to  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  oao  thousaad  eight 
hundred  and  eleven,  beftag  the  amount  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund  on  the  thirty^first  of  Deeember, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  three 
hundred  andfiAeea  dollars  and  twenty-two  cetts. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  QenemI  and 
his  derks,  four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  and  for  the  eoniingent  ex* 

Senses  of  his  office,  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
oUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  <^  the 
Public  Buildings  in  Washingtoo,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  aod  elerks  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  persons  employed  in  the  different 
operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum  of  sit 


hundred  ddlats  allweid  fo  aa  asaiBiaiit  oigAtB, 

five  thousand  ddlaia. 

For  repairai  cost  of  iion  and  inMihiiMif;  le8^ 
and  other  contingetit  ex^naea  of  die  Mmm^  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  attowwiee  of  wastage  in  the  ^old  aadalref 
coinage,  one  thousand  five  haadr^d  doilais. 

For  the  putohase  of  copper  to  coin  wto  ceiu^ 
fifteen  thousand  doUars. 

For  compenaation  to  the  Gh»v<CEaovyMlgei.ad 
Secret»y  of  the  Misaissippi  Territory^  aiae  ikaa- 
sand  dollars. 

For  stationery,  oftee  rent,  asd  other  —ntiMeet 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  throe  hoftdcedaud  Ifif 
dollars. 

For  eompeosutioa  to  tbeGkyveraoTy  Jo^gHt**^ 
Secretary  of  the  lUinoie  Terckorfy  aiz  thoussai 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  aad  other  uoatiageBt 
expenses  of  the  said  TerriiOry,  three  haadttdaad 
fifty  dollars. 

For  comprosatioD  to  the  (3oFerikor,ia4;ai^aad 
Secretary  of  the  Ifisaoart  T«Trieory,scveB  cheu- 
sand  eight  hoadred  deUars. 

For  statioaeryjoffiee  rent,  Mid  ocher  coauaMi 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  Imadiedaadilrr 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qoveraor.Jodgei.iad 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Teiritory,  six  ifeea- 
saod  an  huadred  dollars. 

For  statioaervj^ofiiee  rent,  and  other  eealiipai 
expenses  of  said  Teriitory^  totce  hoadred  and  Iky 
dollars. 

For  the  diashaige  of  aitch  deoMiada  asatan  the 
Uaited  States,  on  aoeoUot  of  the  einl  defart- 
ment,  not  other Wiae  provided  for,  aa  ahall  hart 
been  admitted  ki  dae  aooise  of  aattlameat  at  tht 
Treasury,  two  thoasaad  doUara. 

For  compenMtioa  mated  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Assoeiaie  Jadgesyaftd  Disiriec  Judgtsi 
of  the  Uoiud  Slates,  iactadiafr  <he  Chief  Jesuee 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  DtaCriet  of  Cotumhis, 
sixty-ooe  thoonad  deUaia. 

For  oooipeiMatiea  to  the  Attoraey  Geaara/  of 
the  United  StaiBs,  thaea  thoasaad  do(lai& 

For  cempqasatioa  of  aaudry  Dislriot  Anasaeya 
aad  MarshafaL  as  giaated  by  law,iacl«dug  those 
in  the  several  Tenitorieaieavea  ihaosaad  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expeaaes  of  the  Sopteme, 
Cireait,aBd  Distriet  Ooarasof  the  Uaited  States 
includinff  the  jurors  and  witnesses,  ia  aid  of  tke 
funds  aruing  from  fines^  penaltaei^  uA  lorfciiurei^ 
and  for  defraying  the  eapenaca  of  proeeeatioas  for 
offeaeeaaipinat  the  United  States,aad  far  thesafe- 
keroiag  ot  priaoners,  forty  thoasaad  doUais. 

For  thepayment  of  aiadry  peossoaa  gnuited  bf 
the  laie  Goverament,  eight  huadrtd  aad  sixtf 
doUaia. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowaactio 
the  pensioners  of  the  United  States^  two  huadred 
thousand  dottara. 

For  the  maiateaanae  Mid  support  of  tiffht-heaKs^ 
beacons,  buoys,  and  pubiio  pierS|atafceageaof  chan- 
nels, bars,  aad  ahoais,  taokHliag  the  porahase  aad 
traasportatioB  of  oil,  heapeia' oa2ane%  le^aiia  aa  J 
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iflipffofweotfy  Mid  (NmtiiigvBt  ezpeoMfl^  aev^ntj- 
three  iJKHiMiDd  foar  hnodred  ftod  aiiiety-tbree 
dolltrs  and  thirty-three  eenu. 

For  aa  appioiiiriatioD.  iniadditioo  to  the  ap{nro* 
priatioa  for  building  a  ucht-house  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Misiiaaippiy  and  lot  repairing  the  block- 
Jkiaie  at  the  Balize  for  a  temporary  iight-house. 
twenty-fire  thoDsand  dollars. 

For  rehaiidinf  the  Baldhead  light-house,  in 
North  Carolina,  ia  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  porpoee,  one  thouaand  dol- 
lars. 

For  reboildiag  the  light-house  at  Nantucket, 
recently  destroyed  by  fire,  seven  thousand  fire 
haadred  dollars;  beacon  lights  on  Sandjr  Hook, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  ereouoa  of  a 
beacon,  and  placiajg  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island,  one  thouaand 
doliars. 

For  a  light  on  the  beacon  on  Tvbee,  and  for 
erecting  six  beacons,  and  placing  four  buoys  on 
soeb  sites,  and  at  such  points,  as  the  commission- 
ers rf  pilotage,  residing  at  Savannah,  shall  fix  oa> 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  an  additional  ap|>ropriation  for  building  a 
light-house  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  Jorty-six  dollars. 

For  the  following  objects,  being  the  balanees 
of  former  appropriations  carried  to  the  surplus 
fiind,  viz : 

For  erecting  light-houfes  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  island,  in  Georgia,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  erecting  a  light-bouse  on  the  sooth  point 
of  Sapelo  island,  in  Gkorgia,  fourteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Beverly,  in  Massachu- 
setts, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys,  as  deemed  necessary,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Bdgartown,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

For  erecting  two  liffht-hooses  on  Lake  Erie, 
viz:  on  or  near  Bird  island,  and  on  or  near 
Presque  Isle,  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  Petite  Manan, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  fitting  up  light-houses  heretofore  author- 
ized to  be  erected,  with  the  apparatus  for  lighting 
the  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fitting  op  the  light-houses  with  Winslow 
Lewis's  improvements,  agreeably  to  his  contract 
of  the  26th  day  of  March,  1812,  in  addition  to  the 
8Qms  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  a  point  of  land  near 
New  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dokkara. 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner  for  set- 
^g  claims  for  property  lost,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 


For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  said  commis- 
sioner's office^  one  thousand  dollars* 

For  defraving  the  expense  of  publishing  certain 
notices  by  the  commissioner,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  various 
forms  for  the  said  commissioner,  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 
'    For  office  furniture,  stationery,  wood,  and  other 
contingencies,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  hire  of  an  additional  clerk,  from  the 
eighteenth  September,  one  thousand  eight  hund^ 
rcMi  and  sixteen,  to  the  first  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  at  nine 
hundred  dofiars  per  annum,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  the  hire  of  a  messenger,  from  the  first  of 
July  to  the  first  of  February  following,  onehund« 
red  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing  certifi- 
cates of  registry  and  other  documents  for  vessels, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  di- 
rected to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  settling  the  compensation  of 
the  commissioner^  clerk,  and  translator,  of  the 
board  for  land  clatms  in  the  eastern  and  western 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,"  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenae  of  auiTeying  the 
pnhlle  lands  willun  the  several  Btafes  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  and  eighty-eijdit  dollars. 

For  bringing  the  votes  for  President  and  Yiee 
President  of  the  United  StaUs  to  the  Seat  of 
Qovernment,  two  thousand  four  hundred  doUacs. 

For  the  Mlaries^  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  af 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  eighty-seven  thouaand 
dollars. 

For  the  continffent  expenses  of  intercourse  lie* 
tween  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  sev- 
enty thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  fortyi^even  thouaand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  necessary,  during  the  present 
year,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  fourth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  iwenty-fourl^ 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  including  the  compensation  of  thei 
commissioners  appointed  under  those  articles, 
thirty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  on  ae** 
count  of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen  at  London, 
Paris,  Copenhagen,  and  the  Hague,  eight  thous- 
and dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  American  seament 
for  the  present  year/  and  to  make  good  a  defici- 
ency in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

On  account  of  the  paintings  authorized  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  purchasing  or  erecting,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  suitable  buildings  for  custom- 
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houses  and  pablic  warehouses,  in  sach  principal 
district  in  each  State  where  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  safe  and 
convenient  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discnaicjed  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hund- 
red thousand  doUars,  reserved  by  the  act  "mak- 
ing provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States/' 
and  out  of  any  moneys  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  repealing  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  Ibr  the 
safe*keeping  and  accommodation  of  prisonen  of  war, 
passed  Julj  tbe  sixth,  one  thoosana  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  safe-keeping  and  accommodation  of 
prisoners  of  war,  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,"  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  cause  an 
account  to  be  rendered  of  the  fund  appropriated 
by  the  act  hereby  repealed,  and  report  the  same 
to  Congress  at  their  next  session. 

Approved  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  seventeen:  for  the  Indian  department; 
for  fortifications 3  for  the  Ordnance  department; 
for  armories ;  for  arsenals  and  magazines ;  for  the 
expenses  of  the  public  buildings  at  West  Point ; 
and  for  the  purchase  of  maps,  plans,  books,  and 
instroments,  for  the  Military  Academy  at  said 
place,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  respectively,  appropriated ;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
one  million  four  hundred  and  thiriy-three  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  including  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  already  appropriated  to 
that  object  by  an  act  of  this  session,  one  million 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  sixtv-eight  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  thirty-two  thous* 
and  dollars. 

For  clothing,  six  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
eight  hundredaod  elghtjf-one dollars. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  department,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Ordnance  department,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight dollars. 

For  fulfilling  contracts  already  entered  into  for 
cannon  and  shot,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

MFot  completing  arsenals  already  commenced, 


includlnr  that  at  Pittsburg,  and  not  iodthf 
that  at  Frankford,  one  hundred  aad  thim-lw 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  materials  for  carrtiga  for  en- 
Don  and  caissons,  thirty-nine  thoossod  ddlin. 

For  fulfilling  a  contract  for  saltpetre  wt&Joiii 
P.  Boyd,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fortj-threetkm- 
and  seven  hundred  and  sixty  doUars. 

For  armories,  three  hundred  and  iereBiy«s 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-iereD  dolbti 

For  the  duartermaster^sdepartmestjfoDfba 
dred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  eight  htfodred  aBd  tfaiitj* 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Aroiy,  one  JundnJ 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  two  hoBdredtkov- 

and  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  pUoi,  boofa^iDdu- 
struments  for  the  War  Office,  two  ihooaodiin 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plaos,M'o<(i*' 
ments,  fuel,  and  smtionery,  for  theMiHtirT^^' 
emy ;  repairing  buildings  at  West  Pasi^u^ m 
transporution  and  two  boats,  siztmt^w 
five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enaeUd,'l\A\^ 
sums  herein  appropriated  be  paid  oat  of  ib/ 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  a|i|W- 
priated. 

Approved  March  3^  1817. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  (^  a  nm  of  aoeef 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  nnder  the  artidei  of  ifine- 
ment  and  cession  between  the  United  8tetei  im 
that  State. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  there  shall  be  pii(i^ 
the  State  of  Greorgia,  out  of  aaf  aooef$iB^ 
Treasury  not  otherwise appropriated,asooeq« 
to  the  amount  of  Mississippi  slock  ^W  has  "W 
or  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  the  jwWicttw 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  until  the  ^1^ 
of  one  million  two  hundred  and  ^^{^'^r^ 
dollars,  secured  to  the  said  State  by  t^esficie 
of  agreement  and  cession  betweeo  'ieJ'J''^ 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  sbw  Ylai 

Elcted  J  and  the  money  hereby  yPf'"*  J^ iJ 
e  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  if  tbepty^^ 
the  said   Mississippi  stock  had  been  made  iv 
monev :   Provided,  That  the  P»!®*^\7i  ^ 


shall  he  made  in  pursuance  of  Ait  w^*:y  «ftf 
in   the  whole  exceed  three  btt«^,«l,*?ii",l 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  same  «^"1 '^/ Taie 
the  Treasury  out  of  the  net  proceeds  oii^ 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Tern^^  ^ 
fore  any  of  the  moneys  thence  ^^H^^ 
paid  for  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  cc^ 
ficates  of  Mississippi  stock. 
Approved  March  3, 1817. 

An  Act  fin  erecting  a  lighthouse  sa  the  wait  ^ 
Hohnes's  Hole  haibor,  in  the  flt*^  «  »^ 
chusetts.  ^jj 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c^  That,  as  soon  w*^(8 

shaU  be  made  by  the  State  of  Bto^hoieti* 
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die  Uaited  Simtes  of  the  jurisdietipo  over  a  piece 
of  laod  proper  for  the  purpose^  the  Seeretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathor- 
ized  to  proWde  by  eootracl,  to  be  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  building  a 
light-house  on  the  west  chop  of  Holmes's  Hole 
harbor  in  the  said  State,  and  to  furnish  the  same 
with  all  necessary  supplies ;  and  also  to  agree  for 
the  salaries  or  wages  of  the  person,  or  persons, 
who  may  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the 
superintendence  and  care  of  the  same  \  and  the 
President  shall  be  authorized  to  make  the  said 
appointments. 

Saa  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  appropriatedf  and  paid  out  of  an^  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
sam  of  ive  tbousand  dollars  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid* 

Approved^  March  3, 1817. 


Aa  Act  tfansfeTring  the  duties  of  Commissioner  of 
IiOftDs  to  the  Btnk  of  the  United  States,  and  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Loans. 


y  fc.,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  scFeral  branches,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  required  to  do  ana  perform  the  ser- 
eral  duties,  of  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the 
se?eral  States ;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  several  branches,  and  such  State  bttuks  as 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  inay  employ  in 
those  States  where  no  branch  bank  shall  be  es- 
tahlishedj  shall  observe  and  conform  to  the  direc- 
tions which  have  been  or  mav  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  touching  the  execution  of  the  duties 
aforesaid. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  fiaiher  enacUd,  That  all 
sQch  duties  and  acts  as  are  now  done  and  per- 
formed by  the  Commissioners  of  Loans,  in  trans- 
ferring stock  from  the  books  of  one  loan  office  to 
another,  or  to  the  booki  of  the  Treasury,  or  from 
the  booKs  of  the  Treasury  to  the  books  or  the  loan 
offices,  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  of  the  united  States,  the  pres- 
ident of  the  several  branches  of  the  said  Imnk, 
and  by  the  president  of  such  State  banks  as  the 
Bankof  the  United  States  may  employ ^in  Sutes 
where  no  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  shall 
be  established ;)  and  the  acts  of  the  presidents 
aforesaid  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  cashiers 
of  those  banks  respectively. 

Sbo.3.  Andbeit fiaiher enaeud,  Thatitshali 
^  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaur|r  to 
notify  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  duties  now  performed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  shall  di- 
rect the  Commissioners  of  Loans  and  the  agents 
lor  military  pensions^  where  there  is  no  commis- 
sioner, respectively,  in  the  several  States,  to  de- 
Uver  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  president  of  a  branch  thereof,  or 
to  the  president  of  each  State  bank  as  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  employ,  on  such  day  or 


days  as  he  may  des^nate^  the  register,  and  aU  the 
records  and  papers  of  their  respective  offices;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Loaiks  and  agents  for  pensioners  to  comply  with 
the  said  direction,  and  also  to  uke  duplicate  re- 
ceipts for  the  delivery  of  the  records  and  papers 
herein  described,  one  of  which  shall  be  transmit- 
ted, without  delay,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury :  Provided,  Aoiecvcr,  That  the  Secreury  of 
the  Treasurv  may  designate  such  time,  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eifflit  hundred 
and  eighteen,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
aforesaid,  as  the  public  convenience  will  permit : 
Andprcmded  alao^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  agent  for  military  pen- 
sions in  any  State  where  there  is  no  bank  estab- 
lished by  law. 

Seo.4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of  Loans,  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  records  and  papers,  as  herein  required,  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its  branches,  or 
to  the  State  banks  employed  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  those  States  where  there  may 
be  no  branch,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  abolished  ; 
and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  and  the  clerks  and  persons 
employed  by  them,  after  such  delivery,  shall  re- 
spectively cease  and  determine. 

Seo.  d.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of 
public  accounts," shall  commence,  and  be  in  force, 
on  and  after  the  third  day  of  this  instant,  March, 
anything  in  the  aforesaid  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  Plaster  of  Paris. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next,  no  plaster  of  Paris,  thd 
production  of  any  country,  or  its  dependencies, 
from  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are 
not  permitted  to  bring  the  same  article,  shall  be 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  any  foreign 
vessel.  And  all  plaster  of  Paris  imported,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  imported,  into  the  United  States, 
contrarv  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  ana  the  vessel  in  which  the  same  may  be 
imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported,  together 
with  the  cargo,  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture, 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  and  such 
plaster  of  Paris,  vessel  and  cargo,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  in  like 
manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  restric- 
tions, and  provisions,  as  have  been  heretofore  es- 
tablished for  the  recovery,  collection,  and  distri- 
bution; and  remission,  of  forfeitures  to  the  United 
States  by  the  several  revenue  laws. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fisr^ter  enacted,  That  thil 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  five  years  from 
the  thirty -first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen:  Premded,  neverthekee. 
That  if  any  foreign  nation,  or  its  dependencies, 
which  have  now  in  force  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris,  prohibiting 
the  exportation  thereof  to  certain  parts  of  the 
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Uniltd  Sttiet,  shftU  diteostumc  sseii  ngaimiom, 
tlM  PrerideBt  of  the  United  States  is  Mrebf  «a« 
thoruwd  to  declare  that  fact  hj  his  proelamatMNi, 
and  the  restrictions  imposed  hj  this  aec  skaU, 
from  the  date  of  each  proclamation,  cease  aad  be 
diseotttinned  in  lelation  to  the  nation,  or  its  de- 
pendencies, discontinuing  soeh  regnlations. 
Approyed,  Blarch  3, 1817. 


Ad  Act  sutfaorising  the  deposits  of  the  papers  of 
foreign  Tessels,  with  the  Consnl  of  their  xeipectiTe 
nations. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  register,  or  other 
document  in  lien  thereof,  together  with  the  clear- 
ance and  other  papers,  j^nted  by  the  officers  of 
the  easterns  to  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  at  her 
departure  from  the  port  or  place  from  which  she 
may  have  arrived,  snail,  previous  to  entry  in  anv 

{»ort  of  the  United  States,  be  produced  to  the  cof- 
ector  with  whom  such  entry  is  to  be  made.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  commander, 
within  forty-eight  hours  after  such  entry,  to  de- 
posite  the  said  papers  with  ihe  consul  or  vice 
consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  belongs, 
and  to  deliver  to  the  collector  the  certificate  of 
such  consul  or  vice  consul,  that  the  said  papers 
have  been  so  deposited ;  and  anv  master,  or  com- 
mander, as  aforesaid,  who  shall  fail  to  comply 
with  this  regu  la tion«  snail,  upon  conviction  thereof 
in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdictioui  be  fined 
in  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor 
exceeding  two  thousand  dollars:  Provided.  That 
this  act  shall  not  extend  to  the  vessels  of  foreign 
nations  in  whose  ports  American  consols  are  not 
permitted  to  have  the  custody  and  possession  of 
the  register  and  other  papers  of  vessels  enterinj^ 
the  poits  of  such  nation,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  second  sectipn  of  the  act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  "  concerning  consuls  and  vice  con- 
suls, and  for  the  further  protection  of  American 
seamen,"  passed  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

Sno.  2.  And  oe  itjurtherenaciedy  That,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  consul  to  deliver  to 
the  master  or  commander  of  any  foreign  vesssel 
the  register  and  other  papers  deposited  with  him 
pnrsuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  such 
master  or  commander  shall  produce  to  him  a 
,  clearance  in  due  form  from  tne  collector  of  the 
port  where  such  vessel  had  been  entered;  and 
any  consul  offending  against  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States^  be  fined  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  nor  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817, 
«  ,. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  famutamg  the  house  of  the 
rrandant  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  after  the  third  day  ol 
March,  one  thonsand  eight  hondred  and  seven- 
teen, the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  to  canse 
to  be  sold  such  articles  fnmiahed  by  the  United 


States  for  the  Preeideiit'^  komelMldy  ns  mKfhe 
decayed,  out  of  repair,  or  unfit  for  me  ;  aad  &tf 
the  proceeds  of  sales,  and  so  maeh  of  a  sum  sot 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  doiinrs,  tn  addietoe 
theretOj  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasary  aoi 
otherwise  appropriated,  as  the  PMatdent  sr  the 
United  States  mayjndge  necessary,  be,  and  hewhy 
are,  appropriated  tor  the  aeeomaiodfttion  of  the 
honsebold  of  the  President  to  be  laid  out  aad  a- 

S ended  for  such  articles  ol"  fomitore  as  he  ik^ 
irect. 
Approved,  April  3, 1817. 


An  Actfurthex  to  rsgalate  the  TeRteffisB  eC  Ifas  UaiM 
States,  and  their  electing  delegates  to  CongssMi 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  in  eireay  Tcniioty  ot 
the  United  States  in  which  n  temporary  flovcn* 
ment  has  been,  or  hereafter  ahnH  be.  *— "'«^^ 
and  which  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  Congres 
of  the  thirteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  iiaa- 
dred  and  eighty-seven,  or  of  mmj  sahwqeiitset 
of  Congress,  passed,  or  to  be  pnaoed^  bow  heth  or 
hereafter  shall  have  the  righc  to  amdalekgate 
to  Congress,  such  delegate  shall  he  dided  eicfy 
seeood  year,  for  the  same  term  of  two  yeus  for 
which  members  of  the  House  of  Rqpceseoutira 
of  the  United  States  are  elected ;  aad  is  tkax 
Hoase  each  of  the  said  delegates ahall  have  tieat 
with  a  right  of  debating,  hot  not  of  Totiag. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  Jkrtker  enacted;  Tlttioi 
the  first  Idondaj  of  Aognsl  next  the  citizeasof 
the  Territory  of  Missoari,  qualified  nr/^rini  u 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  proTidia^  for  the  gov- 
ernmeni  of  the  Tearitory  of  Miaaoori,"  shall  «mi 
a  delegate  to  Congress;  and  it  shall  be  the  datj 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territorr  to 
make  provision  by  law  (or  the  annual  or  bicausi 
meetings  of  the  said  General  Aaaemfaly,  at  t&« 
interests  of  the  Territory  naay  ia  cheir  opiM 
require;  and  such  annual  or  bieaaial  meetis^ 
shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  of  Dcceaaber,  bbIck 
they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day.  And 
so  moeh  of  any  law,  or  laws|  as  ace  ineoaasient 
with  the  provisions  of  this  net,  shall  h^  aad  the 
same  are  herebv,  repealed* 


reoy 
,Mi 


Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  slter  and  esfshtish  certain  poet  toeds. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  post  roads  ber^ 
inafter  named  be  discontinued : 

In  Penneylvania^-^FntOL  Wysoa^,  Orviile, 
and  Warren,  to  Naatiooke. 

From  Silver  Lake,  er  Montieee,  to  Binghsap' 
ton. 

From  Williamsport  to  Jersey  Shore 

Ai  HiytRia.«~From  Liberty  to  Fiacastk. 

In  Mdiana.'^Fnm  Broekvilk.  hy  Bath  ssi 
Lewjstown,  te  Salisbury. 

in  JKenfiicAy.— From  isbellville  to  Rwufn^ 

From  Greeavp  oonrt-house  to  Lditle  Sisdy 
Baltrwocka. 

From  Danville,  by  Caaey  conn-hoaaa,  Pihski 
conc-'honee,  Wayae  eoun-hoose,  BttdoiviUe,  n^ 
Colombia,  to  DaaviUe. 
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Sbc  2.  And  U  UJuriker  maeUd^  TJiM  Um 
foUowiqg  be  esttblisbed  post  roads : 

h  Matne^ — Prom  Jsjri  ky  Jaypoint,  Dixfitid, 
and  HoiinaiitawB,  to  Ronlbrd. 

From  AasoQ  to  Soloo. 

la  New  £fo«|wAtre.— From  Danttable,  by 
Nottiogfaam  West,  to  Pelham* 

From  Ackwortli,  Lempster,  aad  Uaity,  to 
Newport. 

From  Ossfppe,  by  Effiogham,  to  Parsoo&eld* 

In  F«nnon<.— From  Q^afisboroagh,  by  Kely- 
vale,  sad  Montgomery,  to  Riobford* 

h  MatBacku$eit0.'^Ftom  Orotoa,  by  Pepperel 
and  Holies,  to  Amberst,  New  Hampsbire. 

In  QmmcHcuL^FfQak  Bridgspori,  by  Weston, 
Reading,  and  Betbel,  to  Danbury. 

From  Stanford,  by  way  of  New  Canaan  and 
North  Ridgefield,  to  J>anbary. 

From  Colebester,  by  CbatbaoL  to  Middletown. 

h  New  York^^WT^m  Cananaaigua,  by  Bris- 
toi,  Riebmond,  Livonia,  Gennessee,  and  War- 
saw, to  Sbeidoa. 

From  Oswego  Falls,  by  Port  QIasffpw  and 
Portland,  and  aioog  tbe  ridge  road  by  Cartbaga, 
to  Rocbsster. 

From  Moscow,  by  tbe  State  road,  to  BuflOilo. 

From  Oswego,  by  Montrose^  Pennsylvaniai  and 
tbe  tarapike  to  Milford,  tbenee  by  Uambvrg,  in 
New  Jersey,  to  Jersay  City. 

From  Pougbkeepsie,  tbrough  Beekmantown, 
to  New  Milford. 

From  Batb,  by  Aagaliea,  Hamiiton.  Ceres- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  Coodersport,  and  Jersey 
tikore,  to  Wilfiamaport. 

From  Batb  to  Naples. 

From  Angelica,  oy  Nanda  and  Leieester,  to 
BatsTia. 

From  Salem,  by  Hebron,  Argyie,  and  Fort 
Bdwsrds,  to  Sandy  Hill.  . 

From  Kingstoa,  by  Hdrley,  Marbletowa,  Ro- 
eiiester,  Warwarsink,  Mamakoting,  to  Milford, 
Pennsylvania. 

From  Madisen,  by  Petttboro.  to  tbe  SnUivan 
post  offiee  at  tbe  ChitteneMo  ereck. 

hi  New  J«i«0y^— From  Trenton,  by  Birming- 
liam,  Lambertaviile,  Prattsville,  Frencbtowa, 
Milford  and  Hughes's  Forge,  to  Basion,  Penaeyl- 

VSttlt. 

From  Baskingridg^,  by  New  Providenae,  to 
Spriogfield,  in  Essex  eonnty. 

hi  Permiiflvmnuu-^From  Newtown  on  tbe 
Somenet  great  road,  by  Faiffield  meetiog-bouae, 
to  Armagb. 

From  Takeeasborgh,  by  tbe  Great  Salt  works, 
to  Indiana. 

From  Connelsvilie  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

From  ILiitaning  to  Roseborg. 

From  Franklin,  by  Oil  Creek  Town,  Centra* 
ville,  Bloomfield  and  Union,  to  Waierford. 

From  Lewistown,  by  BelWille,  McAleavy's, 
Henry's,  and  Petersburg,  to  Aleiandria;  or,  from 
Lewistown,  by  BeUTille,  Kisbanryville's  valley, 
Wilson's  niills.  and  Huatingdon,  to  Alexandria. 

From  Womelsdorf,  by  Robrenborg,  Pine 
Grove,  Rliogerstown,  and  Georgetown,  to  Sun- 
bary* 


From  Meansvillaf  by  Wvsox,  Pik&  Head  of 
Wyalosing  creek,  and  windbam,  to  Montrose. 

From  Measville,  by  S[ogar  creek,  and  Smith's 
to  Putnamville. 

From  Putnamville,  by  Columbia,  Springfield, 
Athens,  and  Old  Sbesbioain,  to  MeansviUe. 

From  Montrose,  by  Orwell,  and  Warsen,  to 
Athens. 

From  Shickshenny,  by  Huntingdon,  Jackson, 
and  RvernviUs,  to  Jersey  town. 

In  MarglamL — From  Westminster,  by  Taney- 
town,  and  Emmittsburg,  to  Waynesbun.. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Randalstown,  Freedom, 
and  New  Windsor,  to  tJniootown. 

In  Ohio.^-Ffom  Sl  Claiisville,  by  Harrisville. 
Cadiz,  FlushuMf,  Morristown,  Belmont,  and 
Barnsville,  to  Wood&eld.  tbenee  by  Dillon's,  on 
Capteea  Creek,  to  St.  Clair^ville. 

From  Davton  to  Monroe 

From  Coiambos  to  Granville. 

From  London,  by  Springfield,  to  Dayton. 

From  Newark,  by  New  Lebanon,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Cincinnati,  by  Carson's,  Ingersol's  Fer- 
ry, or  town  of  Miami,  Clarke's  store,  and  Harri- 
son, to  BfookviUe,  Indiana. 

hi  Ftrgrtniflb— From  CbarlotteaviUa,  by  Gray* 
ham's  store,  to  Brown's  turnpike. 

From  Liberty  to  Salem. 

From  Clarksburg,  by  Lewis  court-house  to 
Point  Pleasant. 

From  Hull's  store,  in  Pendleton  county,  to 
Bath  court-house. 

In  Keniudcy.-^From  Cattelsburjg,  hj  Little 
Sandy  Salt  works,  Isle's  milb,  Owtngsville^  aad 
Mootn  of  Bald  Eagle,  to  Paris. 

From  Louisville,  by  Middletown,  New  Castle, 
Twin  meeting-housei  to  Boone  court-house. 

From  Russelville,  by  Blfcton  and  Ewingville, 
to  HopkinsviUe. 

From  HopkinsviUe,  by  Greenville,  Madison- 
Tilk{  Bclvilte,  and  Morganfiald,  to  ShnwaealowB 
(lodmna.) 

From  lUizabethlon,  by  Philadelphia,  to  Cory- 
don  (Indiaaa.) 

From  Daaville,  by  Liberty  and  Somerset,  to 
Montieallo. 

From  Montioello,  by  Burksvilk,  to  Glai«ow. 

From  Bnrksville  to  Columbia. 

From  Upper  Blueliek,  by  Moorfiatd,  to  O  wings- 
ville. 

From  Port  William,  by  Bedford,  to  New  Cas- 
tle. 

In  North  CkuroUaa.'-Ftom  Morgantown,  by 
Rotherfocdton,  to  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

In  TVnfieMse.— From  Boatyard  to  Scott  eontl- 
house. 

From  Dandridge^  ^  Seviersville^  to  Mary  ville. 

From  Knoxville,  mr  Loysborous^  and  Bpeed- 
ville  Iron  Works,  to  Camoeriand  Gap. 

From  Shelbyville  to  Winchester. 

From  Nashville,  by  John  Hunt's,  to  Gkrka- 
ville. 

From  Morganton,  by  Russel's  Ferry,  Choca, 
Tellico  Plains,  Beaver  Dams,  and  Grimn'sy  to 
Carnesville.  Geo^ia. 

In  Soulh  Carmnth^Ftovf^   Poaot^Ufo,  by 
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Hickory  Hill,  in  Prioce  William  Parish,  to 
Lower  Three  Rods,  or  Htgffjn bottoms. 

Prom  Cambridge,  by  Scoffletown,  to  Pickens- 
yille. 

/ft  Georgia. — From  Washington,  by  Blberton 
eourt-hoase  and  DanieN^ille,  to  Carnesville. 

jfn  Indiana, — From  Corydon,  by  Shoemaker's, 
Troy,  Mount  Pleasant,  Darlington  and  Brans- 
ville,  to  Harmony. 

From  CorydoOf  by  Fredericksburg,  to  Salem. 

From  Lexington,  by  Salem,  to  Paoli. 

From  Vincenne^  by  Emmersonyille.  Carlisle, 
and  Terre  Haut,  to  Fort  Harrison. 

From  Madison  to  New  Castle,  Kentucky. 

From  Madison  to  Vernon. 

From  Lawrenceborg,  by  Decatur,  to  Wilming- 
ton. 

From  Hamilton,  Ohio,  by  Bath,  Brookville, 
Connersvilie,  Waterloo,  Centreville,  Salisbury, 
DunlapsTilie,  and  Fairfield,  to  Brookrilie. 

From  Princeton  to  Hendenonton,  Kentucky. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  fcree  an  act,  entitled  '<An  act 
'    tat  establishing  trading'teuses   with  the    Indian 
tribes." 

Be  it  enacUdf  f  c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,*'  nassed  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and 
which  was  continued  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
by  an  act  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  further  continued  in  force 
until  the  first  day  of  Mav,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  iMrch  3, 1817. 


Aa  Act  to  piotida  ibr  the  prompt  settlement  of 

Accounts. 

Be  U  enaded,  fc..  That,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  March  next,  the  offices  of  account- 
ant and  additional  accountant  of  the  Department 
of  War,  the  office  of  accountant  of  Navy,  and 
the  office  of  superintendent  general  of  military 
supplies,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  abolished. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  third  day  of  March  next,  all 
claims  and  demands  whatever,  by  the  United 
States  or  against  them,  and  all  accounts  what- 
ever, in  which  the  United  States  are  concerned, 
either  as  debtors  or  creditors,  shall  be  settled  ana 
adjusted  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

BBC.  3.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  officers  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
already  established  by  law,  there  shall  be  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  namely,  four  auditors  and  one 
•omptroUen 

Sac.  4.  Andbe  it  Junker  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  first  auditor  to  receive  all 
acoounta  accruing  in  the  Treasury  Department 
and,  after  examination,  to  certifv  the  balance  and 
transDMt  the  aceouots,  with  the  vouchers  and 


certfSeate,  to  the  first  comptroller  for  his  decinan 
thereon;  that  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  second 
auditor  to  receive  all  aceoonts  relative  to  iKc 
pay  and  clothing  of  the  army,  the  subsistence  cf 
officers,  bounties,  a^d  premiums,  military  aad 
hospital  stores,  and  the  eoutiosent  expesoes  of 
the  War  Department;  that  it  shall  be  the  daty 
of  the  third  auditor  to  receive  all  accounts  rIs- 
tive  to  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  the  quaiter- 
master's  department,  and  generally  all  aecoiftU 
of  the  War  Department  other  than  those  pro^ 
vided  for ;  and  ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  fooiA 
auditor  to  receive  all  aecounta  accrmng  in  the 
Navy  Department,  or  relatire  thereto ;  and  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  auditors  aforesaid  sbaJi 


examine  the  aceouats 


and  certifv 


the  balance,  and  transmit  the  aceoants,  with  tb< 
vouchers  and  certificate,  to  the  second  comptroUer 
for  his  decision  thereon ;  and  it  ahatll  be  the  dntj 
of  the  fifth  auditor  to  receive  nil  mceouats  aeem- 
ing  in,  or  relative  thereto,  the  Dmrtaieae  of 
State,  the  General  Post  Office,  nnd  ihoae  aris/aff 
out  of  Indian  affiiirs,  and  examine  the  same,  and 
thereafter  certify  the  balance,  nnd  tiaasmU  the 
accounts,  with  ine  vouchers  and  certificate,  to  the 
first  comptroller  for  his  decision  thereon :  Prth 
Prided,  That  the  Piesident  of  the  United  Staco 
may  assign  to  the  second  or  third  auditor  cAe 
settlement  of  the  accounts  which  nre  now  eoa- 
fided  to  the  additional  aeconntnni  of  the  Wti 
Department. 

Sac.  5.  Amd  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dbty  of  the  auditors  chars^  witb 
the  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  War  aad 
Navjr  Departments,  to  keep  all  accoonu  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  mooef  ia 
regard  to  those  departments,  and  of  all  debts  doc 
to  the  United  States  on  moneys  ndrnnced  reiacire 
to  those  departments;  to  receive  from  the  second 
comptroller  the  accounts  which  shall  hare  beea 
finally  adjusted,  and  to  preserve  such  acconats, 
with  their  vouchers  and  certificates,  and  to  record 
all  warrants  drawn  by  the  secretaries  of  ibaae 
departments,  the  examination  of  the  mceouats  of 
which  has  been  assigned  to  them  by  thepneerfioff 
section.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
auditors  to  make  such  reports  on  the  bnsiness 
assigned  to  them  as  the  Secretaries  of  the  War 
and  ft avr  Departments  may  deem  aeeesanry,  aad 
reouire,  for  the  services  of  those  departments. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaeUdj  That  the 
said  auditors  shall  annually,  on  the  first  Moaday 
in  November,  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  the  application  of  the  money  appropri- 
ated for  the  military  and  naval  departments,  for 
the  precedine  year,  which  shall  be  laid  before 
Congress  by  him.  with  the  anaual  statement  of 
the  public  expenditure. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Statea  shall  disborse  ail 
tuch  moneys  as  shall  have  been  previoosif 
ordered  for  the  use  of  the  War  and  Navf  Dt- 

Sartments  by  warrants  from  the  Treasury,  which 
isbursemeats  shaU  be  made  pnnuant  to  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  respectively,  connfenigned  by  tkt 
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seeood  comptroller,  and  registered  by  the  aaditors 
respectireJy. 

Ssa  8.  And  be  it  ^riher  enaded,  That  it 
shall  be  the  doty  of  the  first  comptroller  to  ex- 
amiae  all  aeeotnits  settled  by  the  first  and  fifth 
aaditors,  and  certify  tho  balances  arising  thereon 
to  the  regisler ;  to  countersign  all  warrants  drawn 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  shall 
be  warranted  by  law;  to  report  to  the  Secretary 
the  official  forms  to  be  issued  in  the  different 
offices  for  collecting  the  public  revenoe,  and  the 
maooer  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  the 
aecoonts  of  the  scFeml  persons  employed  there- 
io.  He  shall  also  superratend  the  preservation 
of  the  public  aecoonts,  subject  to  bis  revision, 
and  provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  all  mon* 
ejs  which  may  be  coltaeted. 

Sec.  9.  And  6t  UJwAirenaeUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  second  comptroller  to  examine 
sU  accounts  settled  by  the  second,  third,  and 
foorth  anditors,  and  certify  the  balances  arising 
tbereoo  to  the  secretary  of  the  department  in 
wbich  the  expenditure  has  been  incurred;  to 
eoantersign  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secreta- 
ries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  which 
shall  be  warranted  by  law;  to  report  to  the  said 
Mcreiaries  the  official  forms  to  be  issued  in  the 
diferent  offices  for  disborstng  the  public  money 
io  those  departments,  and  the  manner  and  form 
of  keepins,  and  stating,  the  accounts  of  the  per- 
<oas  empu^yed  therein ;  and  it  shall  also  be  his 
duly  to  superintend  the  preservation  of  the  public 
accounts  subject  to  his  revision. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  comptroller  to  super- 
intend the  recovery  of  all  debu  to  the  UnUed 
States;  to  direct  suiu  and  legal  proceedings,  and 
to  take  all  such  measures  aa  may  be  authorized 
by  the  laws,  to  enforce  prompt  payment  of  all 
debts  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That  the 
provision  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the 
ict,  passed  the  third  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
provide  more  efiectoally  for  the  settlement  of 
aecQunts  between  the  United  States  and  receivers 
of  public  money,"  which  directs  that  in  every 
ease  where  suits  have  been,  or  shall  be,  instiiot- 
ed,  a  transcript  from  the  books  and  proceedings 
of  the  Treasury,  certified  by  the  rMrfster,  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence,  be  eztendetTin  regard  to 
the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Uepar tments, 
to  the  auditors  respectively  charged  with  the  ex- 
amination of  those  accounts,  and  thnt  certificates, 
signed  by  them,  shall  be  of  the  same  eflfect  as 
tbit  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  register. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  emuut^  That  the 
anditors  of  the  public  accouats  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  administer  oatha  or  affirmations  to  wit- 
nesses in  any  case  in  which  they  may  deem  it 
necessary  for  the  dne  examination  of  the  aecoonts 
with  which  they  shall  be  charged. 

Sac.  13.  Ana  be  it  Jurther  enacted  That  it 
•hall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
*Qry  to  cause  all  accounu  of  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  to  be  settled  within  the  year,  except 


where  the  distance  of  the  places  where  such  ex« 
penditure  occurs  may  be  such  as  to  make  Harther 
time  necessary ;  and,  in  respect  to  expenditures 
at  such  places,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  assent  of  the  President,  shall  establish 
fixed  periods  at  which  a  settlement  shall  be  re- 
quired. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first 
comptroller  to  lay  before  Congress  annually, 
during  the  first  week  of  their  session,  a  list  of 
such  officers  as  shall  have  failed  in  that  year  to 
make  the  settlement  required  by  law. 

Sec  14.  And  be  itfurther  enticted,  That  in  the 
annual  statement  of  all  accounts  on  which  bal- 
ances appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years,  which  the  comptroller  is  now  required  by 
law  to  make,  he  shall  hereafter  distinguish  those 
accounts,  the  balances  appearing  on  which  shall 
in  his  opinion  be  owing  to  difficulties  of  form, 
which  he  may  think  it  equitable  shall  be  removed 
by  an  act  of  Congress;  and  where  the  debtors^ 
by  whom  such  balances  shall  have  been  due  more 
than  three  years,  shall  be.  insqlvent,  and  have 
been  reported  to  Congress  for  three  successive 
years  as  insolvent,  the  comptroller  shall  not  be 
required  in  such  case  to  continue  to  include  such 
balances  in  the  statement  above  mentioned. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
salary  of  the  comptroller,  appointed  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  that  of  the  auditors,  each,  three  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum. 

Sec  16.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  all 
letters  and  packages  to  and  from  the  comptroller 
and  auditors,  herein  before  mentioned,  be  con- 
veyed free  of  postage,  under  the  same  reffolations 
that  are  provided  by  law  for  other  omcers  of 
Government;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  assign  the  several  snms 
appropriated  for  clerk-hire  in  the  offices  of  the 
accountant,  additional  accountant, superintendent 
general  of  military  supplies,  and  accountant  of 
the  navy,  to  the  officers  hereby  created,  to  which 
their  respective  duties  shall  be  assigned. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


Aa  Act  leepeding  the  oompenaatioa  of  the  coUeetois 

therain  montioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  March  instant,  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid,  annually,  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
allowed  by  law  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
Edgartown,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetu,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  to  the 
collector  of  the. customs  for  Plymouth,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  there  shall  also  be  paid 
annually  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dolr 
lars,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and  other  emolumento 
of  office* 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  March  instant,  there  shaU 
be  allowed  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  far 
Middletown,  in  Connecticut,  and  to  the  colleolcr 
of  the  customs  in  Newboryport,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  three  per  centum  on  all  moneys  by 
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An  Act  to  oontinae  in  force  the  aacond  Mcdon  of  the 
act  entitled  *'An  act  rapplementtiy  to  an  act  to 
ngnlate  die  dotiee  on  importi  and  tonnage." 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c^  Tbat  on  all  foreign  ships  or 
yesseb  which  shall  be  entered  in  toe  United 
States,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane  next,  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  to  and  with  which  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States  are  not  ordinarily  per- 
mitted to  enter  and  trade,  there  shall  be  paid  a 
duty  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  ton,  to  be  levied 
and  collected  in  the  same  manner, and  aoder  the 
same  regnlations,  as  are  prescribed  by  law  in  re- 
lation to  the  duties  upon  tonnage  now  in  force. 

Approved)  March  3, 1817« 

An  Act  supplementary  to  <<An  act  to  regulate  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  *that  in  all  cases  where  an 
ad  valorem  duty  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be  cal- 
culated on  the  net  cost  of  the  article  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  (ezclusiTe  of  packages,  com- 
missions, charges  of  transportation,  export  duty, 
and  all  other  charges^  wtth  the  usual  addition, 
established  hy  law,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all 
merchandise  imported  from  places  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope^  and  of  ten  per  cent,  on  ar- 
ticles imported  from  all  other  places. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Aet  for  the  relief  of  the  widowa  and  orphans  of  the 
elBeers,  seamen,  and  maifaea,  who  were  lost  in  the 
United  Stalee  brig  Epervier. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  Tbat  the  widow,  if  any  sueh 
there  be,  and,  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  the  child 
or  children,  if  there  be  no  ehild,  then  to  the  parents 
or  parent,  and  if  there  be  no  perent,  then  to  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  were  in  Ihe  tferviee  of  the  United 
States,  and  lost  in  the  brig  Enerrier,  shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Tnnaory  not  otheimae  approj^aAed, «  sum  equal 
to  six  months  pai*  of  their  reapeeiive  decMsed  rel- 
atives aforesaid^  m  addition  to  the  pay  due  to  the 
said  deceased  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  which  dav 
the  arrears  of  pay  due  the  deceased  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Navy  Department. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Aot  authensiag  the  Seeretaiy  d  the  Treaanry  to 
remit  the  dnlies  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c  That  if  any  person  to  whom 
n  lioenae  shall  have  been  granted  before  the  first 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  for  a  term  extend- 
ing beyound  the  said  first  day  of  July,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  aot.  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing diu&es  on  ticensea  to  diatiUera  of  epidtttotts 


tiqqoia,"  eliaU  paave,  to  the  MiiAewn  idb 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  his  dimi- 
tinned,  at  any  time  ainee  the  said  €m  of  Jif 
the  use  of  any  stiU,  or  atilis,  for  the  ase  of  vbid 
die  said  license  was  ginnted,  and  not  aHemiA 
nsed  the  aame,  then,  and  in  snsheaie,iiMf  b 
lawfol  for  the  Secretary  of  the  TmiorjriftRnii 
8«ch  proportion  of  the  said  dunes  ts  Bufitre 
aocraed  lor  the  time  duiing  which  the  ^i^ 
aaid  atiil,  or  atiila*  was  so  discontnoedi  ui,if 
each  datiea  have  been  paid,  thca  torepf  onif 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwiiei^ 
propriated,  that  propottioa  of  saeh  doiifs  wkiet 
aecroad  during  the  dtaeoatinaaaceof  (htauo: 

id  Btili,  or  stiUs^  as  above  flMatioosd. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  anthorifittg^ie  Seeretsryof  theTmfiD7ii 
pay  t»  the  State  of  CBooigia  iiilesB  pe  Mloa  epoi 
theqaotaof  direct  tax,  for  the  ycsr  u*  tb»a^ 
eigltt  handasd  and  Mxteen^assaBed  odpiifiif  (h( 


Be  it  emaeted,  fc.,  That  the  SecRWT  of  die 
Treasury  shall  be  anthorixed  to  ptj  to  tbe  orter 
of  the  Oovemor  of  Geoigia,  for  the  ose  of  m 
8tate,  the  sum  of  fourteen  tfaoastod  oae  bQudiH 
and  eighty  doUara  and  forty^veo  ceodbeof " 
abatement  of  fifteen  per  cent,  oa  ibeqaoaof  »* 
rect  tax,  payable  by  that  State,  for  thejwoac 
thousand  eight  hondred  aad  sixteen  ,*  wfaieMvia 
was  paid,  but  notice  of  an  intentioo  lavsm^^ 
not  given  in  time  to  entitle  thcstid  State  to  t^ 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  aoder  tbe  v(  k 
Jannary,  one  thousand  eight  hoodred  ud  inee 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Afid^  bt  it  fmlker  eiuuied,  T^^« 
above  sum  of  fourteea  thousand  onebosdm  w 
eighty  dollars  and  foHy-seven  cents  stall  bepw 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasurf  not  ot!wt« 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 

An  Act  more  efiectaaHy  to  preserve  the  neatni  »!<&«' 

ofthe  United  dtaftes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^  That  if  M!J»2"„f!lfi 
within  the  limita  of  the  United  SW*^  " 
arm.  or  attampt  to  fit  out  aad  «»»*'P^{!b, 
be  fitted  outland  armed,  or  shill  kftW^W^ 
concerned  in  the  furniriiiag,fiuiB|  ottt,otanBU« 

of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  »teit  ««i  *2 
skip  or  vesael  ahaU  be  empioyed  in  thestf^ ««« 
any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  or  Off «[ «?^Lk 
irict  or  people,  to  cruise  or  co«m»l  h«"»J2ai 
to  aid  or  co-operate  in  any  warlike  »«««^. 
ever,  against  the  «nbiec^  ciUwat,  or  prop? 
any  Pnnce  or  Stale,  or  of  any  eolony ,  ^^ 
people,  with  whomthe  Unked  fi»«»*""^Jv 
evarysuch  person  so  ofiending  shaUj  op^ 

viction,  be  adjudged  gaiUy  of  a  high  mi»^^ 
or,andshaU  be  fined  and  impriwned  ai^fj 
cretion  of  the  court  in  which  the  «<»^f 'fu  jl 
be  had,  so  that  the  fine  to  be  iof^n^'Tiid 
no  case  be  more  than  ten  thooaand  dwwj 
the  tarm  of  imprisonment  shaU  not  eze«B  ^ 
years;  aad  every  bojcIi  ship  »  '«**»  ^ 
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toekk^  «nttrel,  sad  fiiflHlart»  tomikmt  ipiih  all 
iimttfMl%  arma,  MUiuiittoB,  aad  slom,  which 
may  hafe  btta  mcared  for  the  bttilding  and 
eqaipoMOt  thmreaf,  shall  be  forfeited,  ooo  half  to 
the  ate  of  aDy  potaon  who  shftll  give  iafonpaiioa, 
aad  the  other  half  to  the  ate  of  theUotted  Siaaaa. 

Sec*  2.  And  6i  it  fitfUktr  emacM^  That  the 
owoert  of  all  armed  ships,  eailaag^  out  of  the  porta 
of  the  Uaited  States^  and  owned  iHboUjr,  or  in 
{Mut,  bjr  dtixeas  thereof,  shall  eater  into  hood  to 
the  United  States,  with  sufficient  sureties,  prior 
to  clearing  out  the  same,  in  doohie  the  amount 
of  the  rolue  of  the  Tessel  and  cmgo  oa  board,  »n- 
dadtog  her  anaameat,  that  the  said  ship  or  Tea- 
sel, shall  not  be  employed  kf  such  ownars  ia 
eroisiag  or  committing  hostilities,  or  in  aiding  or 
co-opentioff  in  any  warlike  measure  acainst  the 
sttbjeets,  ciazeas,  or  property,  of  any  Prince  or 
Suic,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enatled,  That  the  col- 
lectors of  the  castoma  be,  and  they  are  bei^y. 
respeetifely  authorized  and  required  to  detam 
any  vessel  raaaifestly  built  for  warlihe  purposes, 
and  about  to  depart  from  the  United  States,  or 
which  the  cargo  shall  principally  consist  of  arms 
aad  manitioBs  of  war,  when  the  ikumber  of  mea 
shipped  on  board,  or  other  citcumstances,  shall 
render  it  probable  that  such  resael  ia  intended  to 
be  employed  by  the  owner  or  owners  to  cruise  or 
commit  hostilities  upon  Uie  subjects,  citizens,  or 
property  of  any  Priaoe  or  State,  or  of  any  colo- 
ny, district,  or  people  with  whom  the  United 
Slates  are  at  peace,  iratil  the  decision  of  the  Pros* 
ideat  be  had  thereupon,  or  until  the  owner  enters 
into  bond  and  sureaes  to  the  United  States  prior 
to  clesrioff  out  the  same,  in  double  the  amount 
of  the  valne  of  the  ressel  and  cargo  on  board, 
iocJnding  her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  sbiail  not  be  employed  by  the  jowner  or 
pwoera  ia  cruising  or  committing  hostilities,  or 
ia  aiding  or  co-opemtin^  in  any  warlike  measure 
■gainst  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  any 
Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sia  4.  ilfid  he  iijmiker  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  Jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  lacreasa  or  augment,  or 
procare  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  shall  be 
knowingly  concerned  in  increasing  or  augment- 
ing the  force  of  any  ship-of-war,  cruiser,  or  other 
nrmed  ▼easel,  whion,  at  the  time  of  her  arriral 
within  the  united  States,  was  a  ship*of-war, 
troiser,  or  armed  ressel  in  the  service  of  a  for- 
eign Prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district, 
or  people^  or  belonging  to  the  subjecss  or  eitizens 
of  any  such  Prince^  State,  colony,  district,  or  peo^ 

Se,  the  same  being  at  war  with  any  foreign 
rince  or  State  with  whom  the  United  Smtes 
ve  at  peaoe,  by  adding  to  the  oumbiv  or  size  of 
the  guns  of  such  vessels  prepared  for  use,  or  by 
^e  addition  thereto  of  any  efoipment  solely  ap* 
plicable  to  war,  every  such  person,  so  offending, 
shall,  upon  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned 
nt  the  diforetion  of  tha  court  in  which  the  cai^ 


viatiaaahaU  ha  had,  ao  as  that  sueh  fiaaa  shall 
aot  eaaead  one  thotisand  dollars,  nor  the  term  of 
impnsoiiment  be  mote  than  one  year* 

Sao.  &  And  be  U  fierlker  etutded,  That  this 
act  ahali  coaiiaue  ia  force  far  the  term  of  two 
ycarsi 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


Goverament 


An  Aot  to  establish  a  snarste  Tsrntorisl  Ck»Teram< 
for  the  eastern  psrt  of  the  MWssippi  TenriUny. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That  all  that  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  which  lies  withia  the  foi- 
lowiag  boundaries,  to  wit :  bttMnaing  at  the  point 
where  the  line  of  the  thirtv*irst  degree  of  north 
latitude  inierseou  the  Peidido  river,  thence  east 
to  the  western  boundary  line  of  tlie  State  of 
Georffia,  thence  along  said  Ime  to  the  aoothera 
boundary  line  to  the  State  of  Tennasaee,  thance 
west  aloag  said  boundary  line  to  the  •Tennessee 
river,  thence  op  the  same  to  ^e  mouth  of  Bear 
creek,  tbeace  by  a  direct  liae  to  the  northveat 
corner  of  Washington  county,  thence  doe  south, 
to  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  thoaae  eascwvdly,  inela« 
ding  all  the  islands  within  six  leagues  of  the 
shore,  to  the  Perdido  river,  and  th«ice  up  the 
same  to  the  bcfinning,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
temporary  goverament,  constitute  a  separate  Ter* 
ritory,  and  oe  called  "  Alabama." 

Sec  2.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  ail 
offices  which  ma/  exist,  and  all  laws  which  may 
be  in  force,  in  satd  Territory,  within  the  boonda* 
ries  above  described,  at  the  time  this  aot  shall  go 
into  effect,  shall  continue  to  exist  and  be  in  force 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  And  the  Pros* 
ident  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Governor  and  Secretary  for  the  said 
Alabama  Territory,  who  shall  respectively  exer* 
cise  the  same  power,  perform  the  same  duties, 
and  receive  for  their  services  the  same  compen« 
mtion,  as  are  provided  for  the  Gfovemor  and  Sec* 
rotary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory:  Provided^ 
That  the  appointment  or  said  Qovemor  and  Sec* 
retary  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  for  their 
advice  and  consent,  at  the  next  session  of  Con* 
gross. 

Sao*  3.  And  be  itjurthtr  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  an  additional  judge  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territorv,  who  shall  reside  in  the  eastern 
part  thereof,  and  receive  the  mme  compensation 
as  the  other  jodges;  and  that  the  judge  appointed 
by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  March,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
for  the  appointment  of  ao  additional  judge  for 
the  Miasis^ippi  Territory,  together  with  the  judge 
appointed  for  Madison  countjr,  and  the  iudge  lo 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  ^hall  possess 
and  exercise -exclusive  oriainal  jurisdiction  in 
the  superior  oourts  of  Washingtoo,  Baldwin, 
Clarke,  Monroe,  Montgomerv,  Wayne,  Green, 
Jackson,  Mobile,  Madison,  and  of  such  aew  coun* 
ties  as  msy  be  formed  out  of  them,  and  shall  ar> 
range  the  same  among  themselves,  from  time  to 
time:  Frooidedf  That  no  judge  shall  sit  more 
than  twice  in  succession  in  the  same  court,  and 
that  the.other  judges  of  the  Missiesij^i  Territory 
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shall  ex«rciie,  as  heretofore  a&lborize^  by  «i  set 
of  Congress,  or  of  the  Territorifti  Legisktore^  ex* 
elusive  jarisdtetioB  iQ  the  svperior  courts  or  the 
other  counties.  That  a  general  court,  to  be  eom* 
posed  of  the  jodse  appoiBted  by  virtue  of  the  act 
of  twenty-seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  the  judge  appointed  for  Madi- 
son county,  and  the  judge  to  be  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be 
bolden  at  Si,  Stephens,  comn>enciog  on  the  first 
Mondays  of  January  and  July,  annually,  who 
shall  have  the  same  power  of  issuing  writs  of 
error  to  the  superior  courts  of  the  counties  men- 
tioned in  this  section,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
formed  in  the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory, 
which  was  given  bv  the  act  for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge,  passed  the  year  one  thou- 
tfnnd  eight  hundred  and  four,  to  the  superior  court 
of  Adams  district,  and  whieh  shall  possess,  ex- 
clusively of  the  courts  of  the  several  counties, 
the  federal  jurisdiction  given  to  the  superior 
courts  of  the  Territories,  by  an  act  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction 
in  certain  cases  to  the  Territorial  courts." 

Sfio.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Governor,  to  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
this  act,  shall,  immediately  after  entering  into 
office,  convene,  at  the  town  of  St.  Stephens^  such 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislstive  Council  and 
Hotise  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, as  may  then  be  the  Representatives  from 
the  several  counties  within  the  limiu  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  be  established  by  this  act ;  and  the  said 
members  shall  con^itute  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  for  the  aforesaid 
Alabama  Territory,  whose  powers,  in  relation  to 
the  said  Territory,  shall  be,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have  been  cho- 
sen, or  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  provide, 
the  same  in  all  respects  as  are  now  possessed  by 
the  LegMative  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  the  said 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Alabama  Territory,  so  formed,  shall 
have  power  to  nominate  six  persons  to  the  rresi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  three  of  whom  shall 
be  selected  by  him  for  members  of  the  L^slative 
Council,  in  addition  to  the  number  which  the 
said  Territory  may  possess  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  section.  The  said  Le* 
gislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall  also  have  power  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  Con- 
gress, who  shall,  in  all  respects,  possess  the  same 
rights  and  immunities  as  other  Delegates  from 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Sia  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  muteied,  That  this 
act  shall  commence  and  be  Hi  force  so  soon  as  the 
convention,  the  appointment  whereof  has  been 
authorized  by  Congress  at  their  present  session, 
shall  have  formed  a  eonstitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment for  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
lying  inrest  of  the  Territory  heiein  described;  of 
which  act  of  convention  the  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, for  the  time  being,  shall  give  immediate 
ntKioe  to  the  President  of  tlie  United  Stales,  who 


shall  therevpon  fortkwifh  proceed  to  the 
tion  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  sccssi 
section  of  this  act ;  bat  in  eaae  said  eooveDUei 
shall  fail  to  form  a  coDstitotion  mmA  Stale  for- 
ernmeat,  as  aforesaid,  then  tlua  act  shall  beeoaie 
null  and  yoid,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  thf  \\urd 
section  thereof,  which  shall  take  effeet  aadtefo 
force  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  That  all  ^• 
sons  who  shall  be  in  office,  withio  tbe  Terriaq 
hereby  established,  when  tike  said  eoaveouss 
shall  nave  formed  a  constttotioo  and  Stale  gov- 
ernment, as  aforesaid,  shall  eoatiOQe  to  held  asd 
exercise  their  offices  in  all  reapecta  os  if  this  act 
had  never  been  made ;  and  the  Uoreioor  aad  Set- 
retary  of  the  fillssissippi  Terrhoiy,  for  the  tioc 
being,  shall  continue  to  esereise  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  in  ielati«Mi  to  the  Temtory 
hereby  established^  until  a  C^ovomor  and  Seere* 
tary  shall  be  appointed  therefor,  in  ponaaaee  (• 
this  act. 

Sac. 7.  AndbeUJurUkerenaeUd^TkMaUjwdh 
eial  process  in  the  said  Territoiy  af  Ahbama 
shall  be  issued  and  bear  teat  as  iMfenisct*,  nor 
shall  any  suit  be  discontinoed  or  tite  praees^agi 
of  any  cause  stayed,  or  in  any  erise  atected  % 
anything  contained  m  this  act,  or  la  the  act  ei- 
titled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  vistera 
part  of  the  Missisaippi  Territory  to  form  aeoosti- 
tntioo  and  State  govenimeDt,  and  for  the  wtna* 
sion  of  such  State  into  the  Unioo  ea  aa  e^nl 
footing  with  the  original  States.*' 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  Jurther  enadedj  nat  the 
town  of  St.  Stephens  shall  be  the  seat  of  govers- 
meat  for  the  said  Alabama  Territory,  until  it 
shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  L^isknire 
thereof. 

Sbc.  a  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  vJit^ 
ever  balance  may  remain  in  the  treasury  oithe 
Mississippi  Territory,  at  the  time  when  the  coa- 
vention  authonxed  to  form  a  eoostitotioa  aatf 
State  government  for  the  arestero  part  of  aH 
Territory,  may  have  formed  a  coostitotfOB  i^ 
State  government  for  the  same,  ahall  be  Sriitd 
between  the  new  State  and  Territory,  acea/dfag 
to  the  aaoount  which  may  have  ham  paid  iate 
said  treasury  from- the  counties  lying  vithia  the 
limits  of  such  State  aod  Tenitery  leapeeiively. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


widows  of 


of  the  Vtiiti 


Aa  Act  to  amend  and  enlsm 
siona  to  the  orphans  and  widi 
the  pnblic  or  priTste  armed 
States." 

Be  it  emacted,  ^  That  if  any  offieer,  aaamsa, 
or  marine,  bdonginji  to  the  Navy  of ,  tke  DaitcA 
Sutes,  sbail  die,  or  shall  have  dtod,  aiace  ik 
eighteenth  day  of  Juae,  in  the  year  of  our  Lsri 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  in  cm- 
seqaanoe  of  disease  emitracted,  or  of  casasfatfs 
or  injuries  received,  while  ia  the  lioe  of  his  ^i 
and  whieh  shall  be  aatiafaetoriljr  proved  ut^ 
Commiasioners  of  the  Navy  Penaieii  Kond,hav* 
ing  a  widow,  or,  if  ao  widow,  a  child  orohiUfta. 
under  sixteen  years  of  age^  each  witewy  or,  u 
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BO  vidow,  radi  child  or  ebildreo,  alimU  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  half  the  montblf  ptf  to  which 
the  deeM9ed  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
wbicii  allowaoce  shall  cootioiie  for  the  term  of 
fire  fears ;  but  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermar- 
riage of  sQch  widow,  before  the  ezpiratioo  of  the 
Slid  term  of  five  fears,  the  half  pay,  for  the  re- 
nainder  of  the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
ehildren  of  the  deceased :  Pnnided^  That  sach 
half-pay  shall  cease  on  the  death  of  such  child  or 
childreD.  And  the  money  required  for  this  por- 
pow  shall  be  paid  oat  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fand, 
vnder  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  that 
fond. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  osrtain  public 
knds,  ibr  the  enooursgement  of  the  caltiYatton  of 
the  Tine  and  oliYe. 

Bt  it  enadedy  f  c.  That  it  ahall  be  the  doiy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  united  States,  to  de- 
si^ate,  and  aet  apart,  aay  foar  contigoous  town- 
ships, each  six  miles  square,  of  Taeant  public 
lands,  lying  in  that  part  of  tne  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory which  was  formed  into  a  land  district,  by 
the  aet^  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  ascertaining  and 
sorreying  of  the  bonodary  lines  fixed  by  .the 
treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thoQsand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen ;  and  the  four 
towDsbipsj  so  designated  and  set  apart,  shall  be 
reserved  rrom  public  and  private  sale,  anything 
io  the  aforesaid  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ttaodiog. 

Sbo.  2.  AfuL  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
anihorized  to  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  said  four 
townships,  which  shall  have  been  designated  and 
Bet  apart,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
per  acre,  to  be  made  payable  fourteen  years  after 
the  contract  shall  have  been  concluded  with  any 
igeot,  or  agents,  of  the  late  emigrants  from 
Prance,  who  have  associated  together  for  the 
parpose  of  forming  a  settlement  in  the  United 
Biates:  Provided^  That  satisfactory  evidence 
shall  be  produced  that  such  agent,  or  agents,  are 
duly  authorized  to  form  such  contract,  and  that 
the  number  of  such  emigrants,  being  of  full  age, 
for  which  he  or  they  are  authorized  to  act,  are 
e^ual  at  least  to  the  number  of  half  sections  con- 
tained in  the  four  townships  proposed  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
stid  Secretary  shall  have  power  to  make  such 
allotment  of  the  lands  among  the  individuals, 
and  to  stipulate,  in  the  proposed  contract,  for 
SQch  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation  of 
the  vine,  and  other  vegetable  productions,  as  may 
to  him  appear  reasonable;  and  that  on  the  ful- 
filment of  such  conditions  shall  the  issuing  of 
grants, for  the  lands,  be  made  to  depend:  Pro 
^^idedy  That  no  patent  shall  be  granted  for  any 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  tide  be  ob- 
^ined  therefor,  either  at  law  or  in  equity,  until 
14lh  Con.  2d  Sess. 


complete  payment  ahall  have  been  made  for  the 
whole  foar  *  toamahipe,  and  until  they  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  so  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid  $  nor  shall  a  patent  be  granted  for  a 
greater  quantity  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acraa 
to  any  one  person. 
Approved,  Alarch  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  Survmr  lar 
the  public  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  the  sale  of  certun  lands  therein 
described. 

Be  a  enacted,  ^.j  That  a  surveyor  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
Ijittg  north  of  aa  east  and  west  line,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  river  Mississippi,  througn  Fort  Wil- 
liams, to  the  western  boondary  line  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  ahall  be  appointed,  whose  daty  it 
shall  be  to  engage  a  sufficient  number  of  skilfal 
surveyors  as  his  deputies,  and  to  cause  the  lands 
abovementioned,  which  have  not  already  bean 
surveyed,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
eztingobhed,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  the  surveying  of  the 
other  fiublic  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  to  do  and  perform  aU  Mmeh 
acts  in  relation  to  the  said  lands,  to  traasmit  plats 
of  survejr  in  the  manner,  and  to  fix  the  compea- 
sation  oi  the  deputy  surveyor,  chain«>carrier[^and 
axe  men,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions of  expense  in  surveying,  as  is  by  law  di- 
rected and  provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  other 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  And 
the  said  surveyor,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  his  services, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  an  annual 
compensation. 

Seo.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guished, lying  north  of  the  aforesaid  east  and 
west  line,  and  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
offered  for  sale,  shall  be  attached  to,  and  made  a 
part  of,  the  land  district  of  Madison,  in  the  said 
Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  if  further  enacted^  That  all  the 
lands,  by  this  act  attached  to  the  district  of  Madi- 
son, after  having  been  surveyed  according  to  law, 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  No.  16,  in 
each  township,  which  shall  be  reserved  for  the 
support  of  schools  therein,  and  with  the  further 
exception  of  such  sections,  not  exceeding  ten  la 
number,  as  the  President  shall  designate,  for  the 
purpose  of  lading  out  and  establishing  towns 
thereon,  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  of  the  re{;ister  of  the  land 
office,  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  the 
place  where  the  land  office  is  kept,  and  on  such 
day,  or  days,  as  shall,  by  proclaoiaiion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  de>igoated  for 
that  purpose;  the  sales  shall  remain  open  two 
weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  not  be 
sold  for  leas  than  two  dollars  an  acre^  and  shall 
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in  tTery  other  respeet  be  sold  in  tneti  of  the 
nme  size,  and  on  the  same  tennt,  and  conditions, 
as  hare  been,  or  may  be,  proTided  for  lands  sold 
in  the  same  district.  All  the  lands  offered  for 
sale,  and  remaining  unsold  at  the  close  of  the 
said  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at  prirate 
sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  same 
manner,  for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same 
terms,  and  conditions,  as  are,  or  may  be,  prorided 
for  the  sale  of  other  lands  in  the  same  district, 
and  patents  shall  be  granted  in  the  same  manner, 
*and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other  lands  in  the 
said  district 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacUd^  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  poblic  moneys  shall  each 
receire  five  dollars,  for  each  day's  attendance  in 
directing  the  pablic  sales,  directed  by  this  act. 

Sbo.  d.  Ana  he  U  Juiiher  enaeted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is.  aathorized  to  canse  the  sections,  reserved  as 
atoresaidj  for  establishing  towns  thereon,  to  be 
laid  off  into  lots,  under  the  direction  of  the  sur- 
veyor appointed  as  aforesaid ;  and  when  the  sur- 
vey of  the  lots  shall  be  completed,  plats  thereof 
shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  the  lots  shall  be  offered,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  at  public  sale,  on  such  day  or  days 
as  the  President  shall,  hj  lus  proclamation,  de- 
signate for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  sold  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect  (ex- 
cept as  to  the  quantitv  of  land)  as  have  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  public  lands 
in  the  said  district:  Prcvidedj  That  no  lot  shall 
be  sold  for  a  less  price  than  at  the  rate  of  six  dol- 
lars per  acre ;  nor  shall  there  be  reserved  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  more  than  one  section  in  any 
one- township. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  re|K>rts  of  the  decisions  of  the 

Sapreme  Court 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  reporter  who  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  to  report  its  decisions, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the  Treasury  or 
the  United  States,  as  annual  compensation  for 
his  services,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars: 
Provided,  nevertheUia,  The  said  compensation 
shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  said  reporter  shall 
print  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished, the  decisions  of  the  said  court,  made  dur- 
ing the  time  he  shall  act  as  such  reporter,  within 
six  months  after  such  decisions  snail  be  made, 
and  shall  deliver  eighty  copies  of  the  decisions,  so 
printed  and  published,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
without  any  expense  to  the  United  States,  and 
which  copies  shall  be  distributed  as  follows,  to 
wit :  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  District  Courts,  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  the  SecreUry  of  War,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Comptroller  ot  the 
Treasury,  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Commis- 


sioner of  the  Revenue,  the  Coinniinioaer  of  te 
General  Land  Office,  the  Judges  of  the  Bemal 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  the  Senecaij  ef 
the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  Honae  of  Repiesett- 
atives,  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  B^iste: 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasnrer  of  the  JMui 
States,  the  Paymaster  Gkneral,  the  AceoaaiBBCs 
of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  and  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  ooe  eopv  each;  ad 
the  residue  of  said  copies  shall  be  deposiiedii^ 
and  become  part  of,  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  caa 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  dismiaaioa  from  efifit 
of  either  of  the  officers  beforementioned,  the  mii 
copies  of  the  decisions,  delivered  to  them  as  afor* 
said,  shall  belong  to,  and  be  delirered  up  to,  thdr 
respective  su(;cessors  in  the  said  offices. 

SxG.  3.  And  he  UJuriher  enacted;  That  tks 
act  shall  be,  and  continue,  in  force  for  three 
years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  oonceming  InvmKd 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  plaee  the  follov- 
ing  named  persons  on  the  penaion  list  of  inraiid 
]>ensioners  of  the  United  Statea,  wiio  shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  receive,  pensions  aecording  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times,  heitiMAei 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

Johnson  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  foar  dollars  pet 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-«eventii  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

Joseph  Wilkinson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixifco. 

William  Maxwell,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUtn 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteeo. 

Blihu  Lester,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  Noremfrer, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Daniel  Collomyi  at  the  rate  of  four  doUars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  As^gost,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Benjamin  Haile,  at  the  rate  of /bur  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Haney,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Uriah  Warren,  at  the  rate  of  foar  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Jonathan  D.  Carrier,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUin 
per  months  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  af 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ui* 
teen. 

John  Myers,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  t&iftf- 
three  and  a  third  cents  per  month,  to  comoeace 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen. 

James  Newberry,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUats 
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per  moBth,  to  commence  the  nioeteenth  of  April, 
one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Wiliiim  Arnold,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
moatii,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

R.  J.  Lowry,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  and 
Mvf  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eler- 
eoth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

Jesse  McAnnally,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of 
Joly,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Apheus  Hill,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Leroy  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fifth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

William  Wilson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  NoTembor, 
one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  MeCiure,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Robert  Wnrrel,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  oer 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  Septemoer, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  seventh  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen. 

William  English,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commeace  on  the  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  atid  sixteen. 
Henry  Doherty,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

George  Hendrick,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commenoe  on  the  seventh  of  Octo- 
ber one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Hinkson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Jeptna  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
John  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  second  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundered  and  seventeen. 

Aaron  Stafford,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  thirty- 
three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen.  * 

Elias  Ware,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month)  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Daniel  Moffett,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Aug- 
ust, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Frederick  P.  Stevenson,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  sixth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen. 

Sion  Holly,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
thiity-thcee  cents  per  mouth,  to  commence  on 


the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one  thousand 
ei^t  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Robert  Lyon,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  Novemberi 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Henrv  Turner,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  and 
thirty-tnree  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  seventh  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen. 

Mark  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  dav  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  fifteen. 

George  G.  Gretten,  at  the  rate  of  two  ddlan 
and  sixty-six  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  first  dav  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen.  « 

Glover  Baker,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Nathan  Crosby,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  seventeen. 

James  Heard,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  Febroary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen. 

Joshua  Penny,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ser- 
enteen. 

Enoch  Barnum,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Maiyne  Baker,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Reuben  Thacker,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  followmg  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  and  be  in 
lieu  of  pensions  they  at  present  receive,  that  is  to 

sav! 

Nicholas  Welsh,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

Gkorge  Shannon,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars 
per  month,  commencing  on  the  eleventh  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  Peace  EstsUishment  of  the  Marine 

Corps. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  Peace  Bstoblish- 
ment  of  the  Marine  Corps  shall  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  viz:  one  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant^  nine  captains,  twenty-four  first 
lieutenants,  sixteen  second  lieutenants  one  adju- 
tant and  inspector,  one  paymaster,  and  one  quar- 
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tematter,  to  be  taktn  from  tbt  sttd  etpcaioB  aod 
tieotenants,  sereoty- three  corporals,  fortytwo 
toms  aod  fifes,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
priTates. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  U  JuHher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cause  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  or  as  soon  thercaAer  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  and  cause  any  super- 
mtmerarv  officers  to  be  discharged  from  the  ser- 
rioe  of  the  United  States;  and  to  all  persons  so 
discharffed  tbere^  shall  be  paid  three  months'  ad* 
ditionai  pay. 

Sic.  a  Ami  be  UJuriker  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  Che  United  States  may,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  any  of  the  officers  author* 
iied  4>y  this  act,  which  appointments  shall  be 
•ibmitted  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  advice  and  consent. 

Approved,  March  8, 1817. 

An.  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  o|Mniag  and  Cfui- 
ting  oat  a  xoad  thersia  dssczibed. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  ana  the  same  is  hereby,  appro* 
mated,  and  pavable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  and  cutting  out  a  road  from  Rey-^ 
noldsburgh,  on  Tennessee  river,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  through  the  Chickasaw  nation,  to  in- 
tersect the  Natches  road  near  the  south  end  of 
the  Chickasaw  old  town,*  agreeable  to  the  sur- 
vey and  marked  lines  heretofore  made  by  Messrs. 
Joanson  and  Dickson,  commissioners,  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United .  States ;  and  that 
the  opening  of  said  road  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


excepting  only  such  duties  as  mar  have  \fm 
paid  or  secured  on  the  tonnage  of  ships,  or  apn 
the  merchandise  imported  therein,  which  shipi 
have  been  entered  in  the  United  States  from  i 
colony  or  district,  into  or  with  which  veneto  «f 
the  United  States  are  not  ordinarily  permdtid  to 
enter  and  trade. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  authoriiing  the  payment  of  a  earn  of  shsct 
to  Nathaniel  Seavey,  and  othcsa. 

Be  U  enadedy  f  c,  That  the  Seereury  of  tk 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  ui 
required  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  ia  the  Tresc^ 
ury  not  otherwise  appromiated|  the  som  of  thnt 
hundred  dollars  in  equal  proportloiw  to  Nathsa- 
iel  Seavey,  Richworth  Mason,  and  Daniel  Ts> 
bey.  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  ihcir  ageai, 
or  legal  representatives;  which  snm  of  oree 
hundred  dollars  is  paid  to  theon  as  an  eridheaee 
entertained  by  Congress  of  their  vakr  aad  g^ 
conduct,  in  having  recaptured  the  seheooerinak, 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Briiata,  and  made 
prisooers  of  the  prize  crew  of  anid  aehQoaei,aan- 
sisting  of  three  British  seaman  ;  which  pitMaen 
were  delivered  to  the  collector  of  WisessBCt  is 
the  District  of  Maine;  and  also  as 
for  the  prisoners  so  taken. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  lor  ^e  relief  of  certain  Creek  Indians. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  sum 
of  eiflhty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the 
friendly  Creek  Indians,  whose  property  was  de- 
stroyed hj  the  hostile  Creek  Indians  m  the  late 
war,  in  lair  and  just  proportions  to  the  losses 
which  thev  have  severally  sustained  from  such 
Indians,  wnich  amount  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


Ab  Act  to  anthoriie  die  Sesrstaiy  of  the  IVsasory 
to  cause  repayments  to  be  made  of  certain  alien 
duties. 

be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause 
to  be  re|iaid,  or  remitted,  all  alien  or  discrimina- 
ting duties,  either  upon  tonnage  or  merchandise 
imported,  in  respect  to  all  British  vessels  which 
have  been  entered  in  ports  of  the  United  States 
at  any  time  between  the  seventeenth  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  the 
twenty-tecond  of  December,  in  the  same  year,  ■ 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  chiUrea  af 
Arnold  Hemy  Dohnnaii,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be,  and  herebr 
is.  granted  to  Rachel  DohrmaOy  widow  of  Aradd 
Eleory  Dohrman,  late  of  Steobenville^  io  tlK 
State  of  Ohio,  deceased,  the  sum  of  three  hea- 
dred  dollars,  annually,  during  her  life,  ps/sbfe 
quarterly,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  dsf  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iifisriher  enacted^  That  ttere 
be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  each  of  the  mfsor 
children  of  the  said  Dohrman,  until  che/sftall 
respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  twescy-one 
years,  the  som  of  one  hundred  dollan^  psfable 
quarterly,  from  and  after  the  thirtv-fiist  day  of 
Uecember,  one  thousand  eight  hoadred  and  six- 
teen ;  the  said  granu  to  the  said  minor  childres 
shall  be  received  and  applied  for  their  support 
and  education,  aud  shall  be  accounted  forineoa- 
formity  to  the  laws  that  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  in  force  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  providiaf 
for  the  maoagenient  of  the  estates  of  orphans.  * 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tke 
grants  herein  made  shall  be  paid  oot  of  aaf  ao- 
neys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropnatei 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  for  the  nliaf  of  Aaa  Walls. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  be  paid  to  Aa 
Wells  the  som  or  four  hundred  and  eig^htf-c^ht 
dollars  and  ninety-five  cents,  on  aceoont  of  the 
costs  incurred  by  him  in  the  defeoee  of  saiu 
brought  against  him  for  aeto  done  ia  the  di^ 
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charge  of  bis  duty  as  an  officer  of  tbe  United 
StatMyaad  that  the  same  be  paid  to  tbe  said  Asa 
Wei^  oot  of  any  money  ia  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Ipproved,  March  3^  1817. 

Ab  Act  anthoriung  ^e  ps^fment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Teaile  Samge,  and  others. 

Whereas,  daring  tbe  late  war,  Captain  Teakie 
Satage  did  Tolnateer  his  serrices  and  tbe  use  of 
his  bMt  to  the  officers  commanding  at  Hampton, 
ia  Virginia^  mnd  did,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  militia  stationed  at  that  place,  and  in  com* 

Smy  with  the  rcTenue  cutter  commanded  by 
aptain  I&m,  capture  one  Unach  and  two  barges 
belong ing  to  tbe  enemy,  and  make  prisoners  of 
one  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  one  boatswain, 
and  fifty-two  prirates  and  marines ;  which  boats 
were  valued,  by  officers  appointed  bv  Qenerai 
Wade  Hampton,  commander  at  Norfolk,  at  the 
SQiB  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-fire 
dollars,  which  boats  and  prisoners  were  deli  ?ered 
to  the  proper  authority  of  the  United  States: 

JB^  lit Aer^re enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized 
tad  required,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
oot  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  to  the  said 
Teakie  Sarage,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  mili- 
tia who  served  with  him,  and  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  aforesaid,  or  to  the 
ay  eat  of  such  persons,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tive^ where  any  of  them  should  be  dead,  tbe  sum 
of  four  thousand  and  twenty  dollars,  to  be  divi- 
ded among  tbe  said  officers  and  men,  conforma- 
bly to  the  principles  of  the  laws  relating  io  the 
dWision  of  prize  money. 

Sic.  2.  AnA  ht  U  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  distribute  the  money  afore- 
t»id,  m  the  manner  herein  directed,  to  the  seve- 
nl  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  upon 
their  producing  to  the  said  agent  satisfactory 
evidence  that  they  are  entitled  thereto. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  toiepesl  so  moeh  of  any  acU  now  in  force  as 
•athoriBes  a  loan  of  money,  or  an  issne  of  Treas- 
wj  notes. 

Be  U  emuOiti^  fe.,  That  ao  maeh  of  any  act, 
or  acts,  of  Congress  as  authorizes  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  borrow  money  on  the 
wedit  of  tbe  United  States,  and  to  cause  certifi- 
cates of  stock  to  be  issued  for  money  so  bor- 
rowed, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed: 
^rv9MM  aiwai^y  That  nothing  in  this  act  eon- 
tuned  shall  be  construed  to  invalidate,  or  in  any 
way  affeet,  any  securities  or  claims  tor  money 
heretofore  borrowed  under  the  said  act. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
otoeh  of  any  act,  or  acts,  of  Congress  as  author- 
izes the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
Treuary  notes  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued. 
be»and  the  same  is  herebv,  repealed:  Promded, 
otoeye,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shaii 


be  construed  to  affect  the  rights  of  any  persona 
who  may  be  the  holders  ot  Treasury  notes  al- 
ready issued. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  ae 
much  of  the  act.  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen," 
as  makes  it  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  cause  the  Treasury  notes,  in  caaes  thereta 
mentioned,  to  be  reissued  and  applied  anew  to 
the  same  |Nirposes,  and  ia  the  mom  manner,  aa 
when  originally  issued,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repealed. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ail 
Treasury  notes  which  are  now,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter become  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
(from  reimbursement,  purchase,  exchange,  or  r^ 
ceints,  on  account  of  taxes,  duties,  and  demands,) 
shall  be  cancelled  or  destroyed  at  such  times^aBa 
under  such  regulations  and  securities,  aa  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  with  the 
approbation  of  tbe  President,  shall  establish  and 
determine. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  making  additional  spproprialioBS  to  dsfrs^ 
tbe  expenses  of  the  Aimj  uid  Militia  donng  Ika 
late  war  with  Grsal  Britain. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment,  and  those 
incurred  by  calling  out  the  militia  during  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  heretofore  appropriated  by  law  for  these 
objects,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz : 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  and  militia,  including 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  interest,  advanced  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  tbe 
militia  of  said  State,  during  the  late  war,  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Cloartermaster's  department,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Ordnance  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  certain 
States,  on  account  of  disbursements  for  militia 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  State^ 
dnriBff  the  late  war,  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  paying  the  expenses  incurred  in  asceir- 
taining  and  surveying  the  boundary  lines  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  lately  made  with  the  Credk 
Indians,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted;  That  the 
several  sums,  hereby  appropriated,  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 

Aa  Act  to  piovide  for  the  rsdemption  of  the  Pabtfe 

Debt. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  any  aet 
or  acts  of  Congress,  as  makes  appropriations  fof 
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the  purchase  or  reimbarsemeiit  of  the  priocipal, 
or  for  the  peyment  of  the  interest,  of  toe  fnnded 
debt  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is 
herebf ,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported, and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  internal  duties,  and  of  the 
sales  of  Western  lands,  now  belonj^ng,  or  which 
may  hereafter  belong,  to  the  United  States,  the 
annual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  be,  ana  the 
aame  is  yearly,  appropriated  to  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  and  the  said  sum  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
Tested  in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  moneys  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  the  said  fond,  to  be  applied 
by  the  said  Commissioners  to  the  payment  of 
interest  and  charges,  and  to  the  reimbursement 
or  purchase  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  3 
ana  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Seeretarv  of  the 
Treasury  annually  to  cause  to  be  paia  to  the 
Commissioners  or  the  Sinkin|r  Fund,  the  said 
sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  in  such  payments, 
and  at  such  times  in  each  year,  as  the  situation 
of  the  Treasury  will  best  admit :'  Provided^  That 
all  such  payments  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  said  Commissioners  to  discharge  or  reimburse 
any  demands  against  the  Unitea  StateiL  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  or  interest  of  the  debt 
which  shall  be  actually  due  in  conformity  to  the 
engagements  of  the  said  United  States^  shall  be 
made  at  such  times  in  each  year  as  will  enable 
the  said  Commissioners  faithfully  and  punctu- 
ally to  comply  with  such  engagemenu:  Fron- 
ded,  aUOf  That  any  money  wnich  may  have 
been  paid^  before  the  passage  of  this  act.  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  as  a 
part  of  the  annual  appropriation  heretofore  made 
oy  law  to  that  fund,  shall  be  held  to  be  a  pay- 
ment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  serenteen,  on  account  of  the  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  hereinbefore  directed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted^  That  in 
addition  to  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
hereinbefore  annually  appropriated  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  there  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  to 
the  Sinkiuff  Fond,  the  further  sum  of  nine  mil- 
lions of  doTlars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  at  such 
time  within  the  year  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  deem  most  conduciTe  to  the  pub- 
lie  interest,  to  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  purchase  or  redenop- 
tion  of  the  public  debt ;  and  it  shall  be  lawfal 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  any  time 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
aerenteen,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so, 
to  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  a  further  sum,  not  ezceediog  four 
millions  of  dollars,  which  shall  be  considered  as 
an  advance  to  that  amount,  on  the  appropriation 
of  ten  millions,  payable  in  the  next  year,  and  the 
Mid  amount  shall  also  be  applied  by  the  said 
Commissioners  to  the  purchase  or  redemption  of 


the  public  debt,  and  the  Commissioners  afbicaii 
are  authorized  and  directed  to  apply  the  sumilif 
this  act  appropriated  to  the  purchase  and  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  holden  by  the  Btak  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  otherwise  to  be  nbtuaed 
on  the  terms  stated  in  this  act. 

Sec. 4.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  Thaiiser 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sere- 
teen,  whenever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  1^ 
an  adjournment  of  Coueres^  in  any  year,  a  sih 
plus  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  above  the  nm 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  sneh  year,  ck 

Siyment  of  which  to  the  Commissioners  of  ik 
inking  Fund,  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  21 
the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  then  such  surplos  slnU  be,  lei 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  SiakiBf 
Fund,  to  be  paid  at  such  times  as  the  aitnattoa  i 
the  Treasury  will  best  permit ;  and  shall  be  ap- 
plied, by  the  Commissioners  thereof^  10  the  par- 
chase  or  redemption  of  the  public  di^ 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  fiaiktr  enacted.  That  when- 
ever, in  any  year,  there  shall  be  a  sorplos  in  the 
Sinkin|^  Fond,  beyond  the  amount  df  mteiest 
and  principal,  which  may  be  actoally  doe  aad 
payable  by  the  United  States,  in  such  year,  la 
conformity  with  their  ensagementiL  the  Chb- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shallbe,  aai  they 
are  hereby,  authorized,  with  the  approbatioa  of 
the  Presitient  of  the  United  States,  to  porehsse 
the  debt  of  the  United  Sutes  at  its  market  pnee, 
if  such  price  shall  not  exceed  the  following  rates^ 
viz :  for  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  ta 
interest  of  three  per  centum,  there  shall  not  be 
paid  more  than  sixty-five  doliars  for  every  kas- 
dred  dollars  of  the  principal  thereof;  fm  sto^ 
bearing  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  centum^ 
annum,  there  shall  not  be  paid  more  rhsn  titt 
par  or  true  value  thereof;  and  for  stock  beartEf 
an  annual  interest  of  seven  per  eencom,  ikcft 
shall  not  be  paid  an  advance  above  the  par  value 
thereof,  which  shall  exceed,  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  stock,  the  computed  value  of  an  aaaaity 
of  one  dollar  for  a  number  of  years,  eqoai  to  chat 
during  which  the  stock  so  purchased  wUlnoi  be 
reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  Govenunent,  es- 
timating, in  snch  computation,  the  interest  of 
money  at  six  per  centum  per  annam. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itJuAher  enacted^  That  all 
certificates  of  public  debt  which,  by  payment  or 
purchase,  have  become,  or  her€»nershail  become, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  caa- 
celled  or  destroyed,  at  such  times,  and  under  soch 
regulations  and  securities,  as  the  Commissioa« 
era  of  the  Sinking  Fund,' with  the  approbatios 
of  the  President,  shall  establish  and  determine. 
And  no  interest  shall  be  considered  aa  aeemiaijr 
and  no  payment  shall  be  made,  on  aceoont  d 
such  debt,  the  certificates  of  which  have  bcea  so 
cancelled  and  destroyed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  furiker  enacted,  Thataoch- 
ing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  coastraed  to 
prevent  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  war 
shall  oceur  with  any  foreign  Power,  from  apply- 
ing, to  any  object  of  publw  service,  any  waqfi^ 
of  the  amount  herein  appropriated  to  the  Siakiof 
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Faod,  which  may  be  left  in  any  year  after  pair- 
ing the  interest  and  principal  which  may  oe 
actnaiiy  doe  and  payaole  by  the  United  States; 
in  eooformity  with  their  engagements.  Nor 
sfaaJi  anything  in  this  act  be  constmed  to  repeal, 
alter,  or  affect  any  of  the  provisions  of  any  former 
set,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  hot  all  such  payments  shall  continue 
to  be  made  at  the  time  heretofore  prescribed  by 
law,  excepting  only  as  before  provided,  and  no 

Syments  shul  be  made  on  certificates  which 
ve  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  making  pronuen  Ibr  the  location  of  the  lands 
merred  by  the  fiist  srticle  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th 
of  Angnsty  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Ibur- 
tesD,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  na- 
tioDy  to  certain  chieis  and  warriors  of  that  nation, 
and  for  other  poTposes. 

Be  U  enaeUdy  ^c,  That  the  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  Creea  nation  who,  by  virtue  of  the 
first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  August, 
one  thousand  eieht  hundred  and  fourteen,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  that  nation  of  In- 
dians, are  entitled  to  a  reservatiqn  of  land,  which 
thai!  include  their  improvements^  shall  be  author* 
ized  to  locate  said  reservation  in  the  following 
manner,  viz : 

Every  sueh  chief  or  warrior  shall  and  may 
select  such  four  quarter  sections,  or  such  number 
of  quarter  sections  and  fractional  parts  of  sections, 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  ibrty  acres  oi 
hind,  as  have  been  or  may  be  surveyed,  in  pur- 
saance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  as  shall  include  their  respective  im* 
pfovements.  And  in  case  such  chief  or  warrior 
shall  have  resided  at  one  place,  and  cultivated  a 
larm  or  plantation  at  another  plaee,  he  may,  at 
his  option,  select  such  quarter  sections  and  frac- 
tional parts  of  sections,  as  shall  include  his  said 
separate  improvements:  Provided,  however,  That 
the  lands  so  selected  shall  enure  to  sueh  chief  or 
warrior,  so  long  only  as  he  shall  continue  to  oc* 
capy  and  cultivate  the  same ;  and,  in  case  be 
shall  not  have  abandoned  the  possession,  shall, 
on  his  decease,  descend  to  and  vest  in  his  heirs  in 
fee  simple,  reserving  to  the  widow  of  such  chief 
or  warrior  the  use  and  occupation  of  one-third 
part  of  said  lands,  during  her  natural  life. 

Sso.  2.  And  be  UJwriher  enacted,  That  when 
any  chief  or  warrior,  so  entitled  to  a  reservation 
of  land  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
shall  have  since  died,  and  left  a  widow  and  child 
or  children,  who  has  or  have  continued  to  occupy 
&nd  cultivate  the  said  land,  they  shall  have  the 
fight  of  selection  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
oriffinal  claimant  would  have,  if  he  were  liviuff ; 
Mid  the  title  of  the  lands,  so  selected,  shall  be  a  £e 
simple  title  in  the  child  or  children,  reserving  to 
the  widow,  if  any,  the  use  and  occupation  of  one- 
third  of  the  land  during  her  life :  Profvided,  Aoio- 
^i'^,  That  the  said  child  or  children  shall  not 


have  the  power  to  alienate  the  said  lands,  except 
by  devise,  until  each  and  every  one  of  them  shall 
have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
descendant  of  anv  native  Creek  Indian,  male  or 
female,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  with  the  hostile  Creeks,  occupied  and  cul- 
tivated a  farm  or  plantation;  who  continued 
friendly  to  the  United  States  during  that  war; 
and  who,  after  the  termination  of  hostilities,  re- 
turned to,  and  has  continued  to  occupy  and  cul- 
tivate, the  said  farm  or  plantation,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reservation  of  two  quarter  sections  of 
land,  to  be  selected  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  which  land  shall  enure 
to  them  so  long  as  they  thall  continue  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  the  same ;  and,  on  their  death  shall 
descend,  in  fee,  to  their  children  ;  and  on  failure 
of  children,  shall  revert  to  the  United  States,  re- 
serving, however,  to  the  husband  or  widow,  as 
the  case  may  be,  the  right  to  occu|>y  and  culti- 
vate one-third  part  of  the  lands  during  their  na- 
tural lives. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
child  or  children  of  any  chief  or  warrior  of  the 
Creek*  nation,  who  resided  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  ceded  country,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  Creek  war,  and  who  was  killed  or  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  said 
war,  or  who  has  since  died  of  wounds  received 
therein,  shall  be  entitled,  without  payment,  to  a 
reservation  of  so  much  land  as  such  chief  or 
warrior  would  have  been  entitled  to,  had  he  been 
living  at  the  time  said  treaty  was  signed ;  which 
land  shall  be  located  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  fos 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Creek  nation  shall  immediatey  proceed  to  take 
such  evidence  as  each  and  every  person,  who 
may  be  entitled  to  lands  under  the  provisions  of 
it,  shall  be  able  to  adduce  in  support  of  such 
title.  The  evidence  shall,  as  far  as  practicable, 
be  taken  by  the  agent  on  the  land  occupied  by 
such  claimant ;  and  in  all  cases  where  he  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  the  claim  is  a  valid  one,  the 
quarter  sections,  including  the  improvements, 
shall  be  designated  as  provided  for  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act ;  and  the  agent  shall,  without 
delay,  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  evidence  taken  in  each  case,  reserving  a  copy 
thereof,  together  with  the  names  of  the  claimants, 
and  the  numbers  of  the  quarter  sections  reserved 
for  them,  respectively.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, shall  finally  decide  on  the  validity  of  such 
claim. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
agents  shall  transmit,  without  delay,' to  the  regis- 
ter of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the 
lands  may  be,  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  and  the  numbers  of  the  quarter  sec- 
tions which  have  been  reserved  for  each  claim- 
ant ;  and  the  register  of  the  land  office  shall  not 
offer  any  such  quarter  section  for  sale,  unless 
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etpeeialljr  directed  otherwise  byr  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  Andbeiifiaiherenaded,  Thattheaj^ent 
•f  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition 
to  his  salary,  the  sam  of  three  dollars  per  day. 
whilst  occupied  in  performing  the  duties  assi^M 
to  him  by  this  act ;  and  he  shall  be  anthorised 
to  employ  a  sarreyor,  in  those  cases  where  it 
maybe  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  quarter  sections  of  the  land  to  be  allotted  to 
each  claimant. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  in  carrying 
Mto  effect  this  act,  shall  be  psid  out  of  anyr  mo- 
«eys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  making  sppropristiMis  for  the  si^poit  of 
the  NsTT  of  the  united  States,  Ibr  the  year  one 
IhoassBd  eight  hnndied  sad  seYsnteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  serenteen,  the  following  sums 
be.  and  they  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropria- 
teo,  that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
ef  seamen,  one  million  ninety-two  thousand  seven 
hvndred  and  thirty-two  dollars. 

For  provisions,  four  hundred  and  ninety-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  sick,  including  those  of  the  marine 
eerps,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hund- 
red and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  including  freight, 
tfansportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  three 
hvndred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  m  procuring  gold  and  silver  med- 
ifa  and  swords,  in  conformity  with  sundry  reso- 
Ittions  of  Congress,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  paT  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  eiffhty-seven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eight  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  thirty-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

F6r  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  March  3, 1817. 


AaAct  to  provide  tor  the  punishment  of  oines  and 
oSmces  oommittad  within  the  Indian  boundaries. 


Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  if  any  Indian,  or  other 


person  or  persons,  shall,  withia  tke  UDiic^  Sim 
and  within  any  town,  district,  or  territory,  b 
ionffing  to  any  nation  or  natioos,  trike  ortri^ 
of  Indians,  commit  any  crim^  offeoee,orBid» 
meaaor,  which,  if  committed  maaf  phctsrd^ 
trict  of  couotrv  under  the  sole  and  adBm  js 
risdietion  of  the  United  Staiee,  wodd,  kf  k 
lawsof  the  United  States,  be  paaished  witk^ 
or  any  other  punishment,  every  raeh  offeB<iei;a 
being  thereof  couTicted.  shall  safer  the  like  pa 
ishment  as  u  provided  oy  the  Isvi  of  the  Utiki 
States  for  the  like  offeneef^,  if  committed  vitUi 
any  place  or  district  of  eoaatrf  oader  the  «b 
and  exclusive  iurisdictioa  of  the  UoiiedSiaia 

Sao.  2.  And  be  itiwiher  enaeUd,  Thiiiit 
superior  courts  in  eacn  of  the  territorial  distriea 
and  the  circuit  courts  and  otber  eoorts  of  jh 
United  States,  of  similar  jurisdietioo  in  erioiaii 
causes,  in  each  district  of  the  UoitedStt^ii 
which  any  offender  against  this  act  sball  belni 
apprehended  or  brought  for  trial,  iMhin,ui 
are  hereby  inveeted  with^  fall  power  iiufio(kr- 
ity  to  hear,  try,  and  punish,  all  etiae,  oleieet, 
and  miademeanors,  against  this  set;  «tk«(i«to 
proceeding  therein  in  the  sane  mtoDerisifsid 
crimes^  offences,  and  misdeaaDon,  bid  m 
committed  within  the  bounds  of  their  retpcejiff 
districts:  Piwu|0i2,  That  nothing  in  tbisietiUi 
be  so  construed  as  to  afieet  aay  treaty  wn  it 
force  between  the  United  States  and  aaj  htti 
nation,  or  to  extend  to  any  offence  comoittN^ 
one  Indian  againat  another,  withis  aof  India 
boundary.  . 

Snc.  3.  AndbeitfiaihereMdd^l^^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Qonm 
of  each  of  the  tenitorial  dislciets  vlieR  i^ 
offender  against  this  act  shall  bespprebcMeft ' 
brought  lor  trial,  shall  have,  and  ^^ 
aame  powers,  for  the  puaishment  of  oBw 
against  this  act,  as  they  caa  Mrsralif  hare » 
exeroise  by  rirtue  of  the  foartseaihsadwjw" 
sections  of  an  act,  entiUed  ''ia  act  to  i^ 
trade  and  intereonrae  with  the  bdiaa  t^?^ 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  fn>&(^.l*?j  .,j 
tieth  Maroh,  one  thousand  ^J^,J^ 
two,  and  for  the  p«nishntcnt  of  ofineei  (ien» 

described. 
Approved  March  3, 1817. 

An  A  ct  to  incozporaU  the  sobsoribsn  to  o«^  . 
in  the  DistnctV  Colnmbis,  snd  to  P>*T^ 
eolation  of  the  notso  of  unincorporstw  •*»•-' 
within  the  said  District. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  fion  ^^^^ 
passage  of  this  act,  aU  those  pw***  J^.  * 
hold  any  share  of  the  joint  •locMrf"'^ 
ated  in  pursnance  of  eeruin  etudes  «  ^ 
tion.  made  and  entered  into  oa  ^^^"^/^ 
in  February,  in  the  year  eightsea  hootfw 
fourteen,  between  sundry  peisoos  f^^^^^^i 
pany  or  Umited  partaewbip,  noder  "»•  n*"^^ 
etyie  of  the  President  and  &'«««  of ^«' ^ 
era  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  ^!^^ 
their  successors,  being  «to«khoWera  as  «"J^ 
be,  and  tl^eyarl  hereby,  incorpoitttd: 
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lade  a  bodr  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name 
nd  style  of  the  ^Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank 
f  Georgetown  ;'.*  and  as  each  shall  continne  notil 
he  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hnn- 
Ired  and  twenty-two,  and  by  that  name  may  sne 
Ad  be  sned,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  answer 
lod  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended  in  courts 
\(  record,  and  any  other  place  whatsoever;  and 
ly  that  name  may  have  and  hold,  purchase,  ro- 
seive,  possess,  cojoy,  and  retain,  lands,  rents,  teo* 
(meats,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and  efieots, 
>f  what  nature,  kiod,  or  quality  soever,  and  the 
lame  may  sell,  grant,  demise,  alieo,  ana  dispose 
)f,  and  by  that  name  shall  have,  dnring  the  con- 
inuanee  of  this  act,  succession,  and  may  make, 
lavc^  and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  mav 
rreak,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure;  and  shall 
lave  power  ti>  ordain,  establish,  and  pul  in  exe- 
lution.  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations, 
18  shall  seem  necessary  and  eonvenient  for  the 
(OTernmeni  of  said  corporation,  not  bein|t  con- 
rary  to  law,  not  the  Constitution  thereof;  and 
generally  to  do  and  execute  all  acts  necessary  or 
)roper  for  Che  objects  of  said  incorporation ;  sub- 
ject to  the  rulesj  regulations,  restrictions,  limita- 
;ions^  and  provisions,  herein  described  and  de- 
ilared. 

Sic.  2.  And  he  it  Jwriher  enacted,  That  the 
sapital  stock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
lundred  thousand  dollars,  money  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  iwcnty*five 
lollars  each. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fiaihar  enacted,  Thai  the 
aid  bank  shall  transact  iu  bosineas  in  Gfeorge- 


own. 

Sbc.  4.  Asid  be  it  Jwiker  enacted,  That  the 
ifairs  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  conducted  b^ 
welve  directors  and  a  president,  whose  place,  u 
hosen  from  among  their  number,  shall  be  sup- 
lied  by  that  body.  Six  of  the  directors,  with 
he  president  shaU  form  a  board  or  quorum  for 
ransaetittg  all  the  business  of  the  company ;  bat 
he  ordinary  discounts  may  be  done  by  the  pres- 
dent  and  three  directors.  In  case  of  his  sickness 
f  necessary  absence,  his  place  may  be  supplied 
ly  any  director  whom  he,  by  writing  under  his 
mad.  may  nominate  for  that  purpose ;  or,  in  ease 
f  his  not  making  such  nomination,  the  board 
Bay  appoint  a  president  to  act  daring  liis  absence. 
?he  president  and  directors  who  may  be  in  office 
inder  the  said  articles  of  association  at  the  time 
f  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  continne  in  office 
inder  and  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  incorporation, 
intil  others  shall  be  dnly  chosen  in  their  stead. 
to  person  shall  be  a  director,  or  president,  who  is 
lot  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  stock- 
lolder ;  and  n  director,  ceasing  to  be  a  stockholder, 
hall  cease  to  be  a  director ;  and  no  person,  a  di- 
ector  of  another  banlL  shall  be  a  director  of  this 
Muik.  Bvery  stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
Jnited  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  rote,  bj  him- 
elf,  his  agent,  or  proxy,  appointed  under  his  hand 
md  seal,  at  all  elections  in  virtue  of  this  act ;  and 
ihall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  shall  have  shares, 
IS  far  as  thirty  shares;  and,  from  thirty  to  sixty, 
me  vote  for  every  two  shares;  and  one  vote  for 


every  five  shares  thereafter.  No  person,  wbe  is 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  in  anv  election  of  this  corporation:  Pro- 
aided,  meertkeUee,  Thai  this  section  may,  at  aaf 
time  hereafter,  be  altered  or  amended  by  Con- 
gress, in  such  manner  as  thej  may  see  fi^  so  as 
to  provide  for  an  annual  rotauon  of  directonu 

Sbo.  6^  And  be  itjwrther  emacted,  That  a  gen- 
eral OBMCting  of  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  shall 
be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  in  the  jpenr 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  on  the  fiiit 
Monday  of  July  in  every  year  thereafter,  at  suah 
place  as  the  president  and  directors  may  appoint, 
by  giving  four  weeks  notice  in  two  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  District,  for  the  parpcaeof  nlcc^ 
ing  directors  for  the  ensuing  jrear,  who  shaU 
meet  on  the  dav  sncceeding  their  election,  and 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  chooee  a  president^ 
and  the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  be- 
inff,  shall  continue  in  office  until  others  shall  be 
duly  elected  in  their  places,  and  be  organized,  by 
the  assembliog  of  a  quorum,  and  the  choice  of.  a 
president.  At  all  elections  the  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  chosen.  All  elections  shall  be  held  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  president  of  the  board  for 
the  time  being,  and  four  stockholders,  not  being 
at  the  time  directors,  appointed  by  the  board  of 
directors,  any  three  of  whom  shall  be  the  judges 
thereof.  They  shall  immediatelv  thereafter  o^ 
tify  the  persons  elected  to  meet  the  ensuing  day 
at  the  bank,  and  shall  make  a  return  of  prisons 
elected  at  their  first  meeting.  Should  two  or 
more  persons  have  the  same  namber  of  votes,  the 
other  individuals  elected  directors  shall  determine 
by  ballot,  from  among  said  persona,  who  shaU  be 
the  director  or  directors.  Ail  elections  shall  he 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  oloae 
at  three  in  the  afternoon* 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  fiuiher  emoted.  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power  to 
make,  revise,  alter,  and  annul,  all  such  rules,  or- 
ders, bv-laws,  and  legnlations,  for  the  government 
of  satd  corporation,  and  that  of  its  officers,  ser- 
vants, and  albirs,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time 
think  expedient;  and  to  use,  employ,  and  dispose 
of  the  capital  stock,  funds,  and  property  ojf  said 
bank,  for  the  interest  ana  benefit  of  the  stock- 
holders, subject  only  to  the  restrictions  herein 
contained;  but  the  said  bank  shall  not  take  for 
discounting  any  bill  or  note,  more  than  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  upon  the 
amount  due  by  soch  bill  or  note. 

Sno.  7.  And  be  it  fwOer  enacted,  That  aU 
promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  checks, 
and  reeeiptS|  for  the  payment  oi  moneyr,  tnyade  on 
behalf  of  said  bank,  signed  bv  the  president,  and 
countersigned  and  attested  by  the  cashier,  shall 
be  obligatory  on  the  said  body  corporate,  and 
shall  possess  the  like  qualities  as  to  negotiability, 
and  the  holders  thereof  shall  have  the  uke  actions 
thereupon,  as  if  such  promissory  notes,  bills  of 
exchange,  drafts,  checks,  or  receipts,  had  been 
made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  a  natural  person. 

Sno.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
[books,  papers,  oomspondence,  and  funds  of  the 
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bask  shall,  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  iospec- 
tion  of  the  directors. ' 

Bbc.  9.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
pvesident  and  directors  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  cashier,  and  all  other  officers  and  servants, 
for  ezecating  the  business  of  said  bank,  and  to 
establish  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  the 
president,  and  ail  other  officers  or  servants  of  the 
said  banlt,  respectively,  but  no  compensation 
shall  be  given  to  a  director  for  his  services,  ez- 
oept  by  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  in  a  geiieral 
meeting. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to  call  a 
general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 
concerning  the  interest  of  the  bank,  giving  at 
least  six  weeks'  notice  in  one  or4nore  of  tne  news- 
papers of  the  District,  specifying  in  such  notice 
the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

Sac.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacM,  That  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  at  any  time  owned  bv 
an  individual  stockholder,  shall  be  transferrabfe 
only  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  according  to  such 
rules  as  may,  conformably  to  law.  be  established 
in  that  behalf  by  the  president  and  directors :  but 
all  debts  actually  due  and  payable  to  the  bank 
(days  of  grace  for  payment  being  passed)  bj  a 
stockholder  requesting  a  transfer,  must  be  satished 
before  such  a  transfer  shall  be  made,  until  the 
president  and  directors  shall  direct  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Sbo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thi^t  the 
dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  company,  or  so 
much  of  said  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
and  proper,  shall  be  declared  half  yearly  in  the 
first  week  in  July  and  January,  in  each  year ;  the 
amount  of  said  dividend  shall,  from  time  to  time. 
be  determined  by  the  president  and  directors,  and 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  of  the  net 
profits  actually  acquired  by  the  company,  so  that 
the  capiul  stock  of  said  company  shall  never  be 
impaired  by  dividends. 

Sic.  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if 
the  said  directors  shall,  at  any  time,  wilfully  and 
knowingly  make  or  declare  any  dividend  which 
shall  impair  the  said  capital  stock,  all  the  direct* 
ors  present  at  the  making  or  declaring  of  said  div- 
idend, and  consenting  thereto,  shall  oe  liable,  in 
Ibeir  individual  capacities,  to  the  company  for 
the  amount  or  proportion  of  said  capital  stock  so 
divided  by  the  said  directors;  and  each  director, 
who  shall  be  present  at  the  making  or  declaring 
of  such  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  con- 
sented thereto,  unless  he  shall  immediately  enter, 
in  writing,  his  dissent  on  the  minutes  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  board,  and  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
bank  shall,  in  no  case,  buy  and  sell  the  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  State,  or  be 
owners  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  or  directly  or  in- 
directly be  concerned  in  trade,  or  the  importation, 
purchase  or  sale  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise whatever,  except  biUs  of  exchange,  or  bullion, 
and  such,  ships,  vessels,  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 


dise, as  shall  be  truly  pledged  to  them  by  vif  tf 
security,  for  debts  due,  owing,  or  growing  daett 
the  said  bank,  or  purchased  dt  it  to  aeeaie  sack 
debts:  Prwided^neverthdeu,  That  the  said  baak 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  either  the  whole  or  muj 
part  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  Sttfes. 
which  it  now  holds. 

Sec.  15.  Andbe  it  Jurther  enacted^  Thaioe 
said  bank  shall  not  purchase  or  hold  lands^  tne- 
ments,  or  other  real  estate,  other  than  what  mif 
be  necessary  for  the  convenient  trmasactioB  of  iu 
business,  unless  such  lands,  tenements,  and  ra) 
estates,  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  is 
the  bank  by  wav  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  n 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  dealings,  or  purchased  to  secure  debts 
contracted  with,  or  due  to,  the  bank;  and  in  every 
instance  in  which  the  bank  may  become  the  own- 
ers or  claimants  of  lands,  tenements,  or  read  o» 
tates.  the  oresideat  and  directors  are  empowered 
to  sell  or  oispose  of  the  same,  in  soch  oaaner  as 
they  may  deem  beneficial  for  the  said  haai. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactei,  That  if 
any  vacancies  shall,  at  ^uy  time,  happen  imong 
the  directors,  by  death,  reugnaiion,  or  otherwise, 
the  rest  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall    i 
elect  a  director  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  tay 
number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who  | 
shall  be  proprietors  of  not  less  than  foar  thoosud 
shares,  may,  for  any  purposes  relative  to  the  insti- 
tutioD,  at  any  time,  apply  to  the  president  and  di- 
rectors to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers ;  and  if  by  them  refused,  the  snid  niu&ber  of 
stockholders,  proprietors  of  not  less  than  thenaa- 
ber  of  shares  aforesaid,  shall  hare  power  to  call 
a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  giviag  at 
least  sixty  days  notice  in  two  or  more  of  the  po^ 
lie  newspapera  of  the  District,  specifying  in  sack 
notice  the  olnect  or  ol^ects  of  such  ealL 

Sec  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaaed,  That  ia 
case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  be  made  on  any  dsy 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  have  teen 
made,  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  it  shail  he  lawiai 
on  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  aa  eieetion  of 
directors,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  ia  sneh  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  said  corporation. 

Sec  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  bank  to  exhibit,  on  the  first  Monday  ia 
January  in  each  year,  or  oftener  if  required,  a 
statement  of  the  debts,  credits,  and  fands  of  the 
bank,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary  of  the 
United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  also  be  to  sute 
to  Congress  immediately  thereafter,  his  opinies 
as  to  the  solidity  of  said  bank,  and  the  causes  «f 
danger,  if  anv,  arising  from  the  improper  manige- 
ment  thereof. 

Seg.20.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  i/ (he 
said  bank  shall  at  any  time  refuse  to  pay,  oa  de* 
mand,  any  bill,  note^  or  obligation  issaea  by  sud 
bank,  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  if 
required,  or  shall  neglect  or  re&se  to  pay  on  de- 
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mand  in  like  curreocf ,  if  required,  an?  moneys 
reeeiTed  hf  said  btnk  on  deposite,  to  the  person 
or  peisons  entitled  to  reeeiTe  the  same,  then  and 
in  sDch  case  the  holder  of  any  sach  note,  bill,  or 
oUi^tion,  or  the  person  or  persons  to  demand  «nd 
receive  saeh  deposite  as  aforesaid,  shall  respect- 
iTely  be  entitled  to  recefve  and  recover  interest 
on  the  same  at  the  ^ate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum,  fiom  the  time  of  demand  until  the  same 
he  folly  paid  aod  satisfied.  And  further^  It  shall 
be  kwful  for  Congress  forthwith  to  revoke  and 
declare  this  charter  null  and  void. 

8bc.  21.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  on* 
less  the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  be- 
ioff,  of  the  said  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  stock- 
holders, file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within 
<hirtj  days  from  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  as- 
senting to  and  accepting  the  charter  granted  by 
this  act,  npoa  the  terms  and  conditions  herein 
expressed,  this  act  shall  have  no  force  or  effect, 
and  the  cnarter  hereby  granted  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted^  That  if  the 
whole  amount  of  the  capital  aforesaid  of  said 
bank,  shall  not  have  been  paid  in,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hiudred  and  nineteen,  then  the  capital  stock 
shall  be  limited  to  the  sum  which  shall  at  that 
time  be  paid  in,  and  the  books  of  subscription  be 
thenceforth  closed  immediately,  after  which  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors 
to  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
whole  amount  of  the  capital  of  said  bank  so  paid 
in. 

Sic.  23.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and 
assigns,  who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain 
trticlea  of  association,  and  formed  a  company  or 
limited  partnership^  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  "  Central  Bank 
of  Ucorgetown  and  Washington,"  and  their  suc- 
cessors, shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated  with 
the  like  capital,  and  limitation  thereof,  and  with 
the  like  number  of  directors,  and  time  and  man- 
ner of  electing  them,  and  a  presideiiL  as  is  here- 
inbefore provided  in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Qeor|[etown;and  with  only 
the  difference  herein  specially  provided  and  set 
forth,  the  said  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and 
Washington,  and  the  president  and  directors 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lations, conditions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  like  rights,  privilege's  and  immunities, 
AS  a  body  corporate,  as  appertain  to  the  said  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  BanK  of  Georgetown,  and 
as  if  all  the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were 
herein  again  repeated  and  enacted,  with  express 
xeference  to  the  said  Central  Bank  of  George* 
town  and  Washington. 

Sfic.  24.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  le^  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain  arti- 
cles of  association,  and  formed  a  company,  or 
limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  **  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,''  and  their  successors  shall  be,  and  are 


hereby,  incorporated,  with  the  like  capital  and 
limitation  thereof,  with  the  like  number  of  direc« 
tors,  and  time  and  manner  of  electing  them,  and 
a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  relation 
to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town; and  with  only  the  difference  herein  special- 
ly provided  and  set  forth,  the  said  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  and  the  president  and  directors  there- 
of, shall  Be  subject  to  the  like  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lation^ conditions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  like  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
as  a  body  corporate,  as  appertains  to  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  as  if 
all  the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were  herein 
again  repeated  and  enacted  with  ezj^ress  refer- 
ence to  tne  said  Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaked,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain  ar- 
ticles of  association,  and  formed  a  limited  copart- 
nership, under  the  name  and  style  of  the  **  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington,"  and  their  successors, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated,  with  the 
like  capital  and  limitation  thereof,  the  like  num- 
ber of  directors,  aod  time  and  manner  of  electing 
them,  and  a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided 
in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown ;  and  with  ooly  the  difference 
herein  specially  provided  and  set  forth,  the  said 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  and  the  president 
and  directors  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rnles, 
duties,  regulations,  conditions  and  impositions, 
and  be  vested  with  the  like  rights,  privileges 
and  immunities,  as  a  body  corporate,  as  apper- 
tain to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Gkor^town,  and  as  if  all  the  general  provisions 
of  this  act  were  herein  again  repeated  and  en- 
acted, with  express  reference  to  the  said  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington. 

Sbc.  26.  iiitd  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
signs, who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain 
articles  of  association,  and  formed  a  companv  or 
limited  partnership,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  ''President  and  Directors  of  the  Real  Estate 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  their  successors, 
shall  be^and  are  hereby,  incorporated,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  **  Franklin  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria." with  the  like  capital  and  limitation 
thereor,.with  the  like  number  of  directors,  and 
time  and  manner  of  electing  them,  and  a  presi- 
dent^ is  hereinbefore  provided  in  relation  to 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town ;  and  with  only  the  difference  herein  spe- 
cially provided  and  set  forth,  the  said  Franklin 
Bank  of  Alexandria^  and  president  and  directors 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules,  duties,  regu- 
lations, conditions  and  impositions,  and  be  Tested 
with  the  like  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  as 
a  body  corporate,  as  appertaio  to  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  as  if  all 
the  general  provisions  of  this  act  were  herein 
again  repeated  and  enacted,  with  express  refer- 
ence to  the  said  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Seo.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  al. 
those  persons,  their  legal  representatives  and  as- 
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sigM,  who  hare  heretofore  subeertbed  certain 
artieles  of  assooiation,  and  fonned  a  compaDV  or 
limited  partnefship,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
the  '*  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,''  and  their  tuo- 
eeuors,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  incorporated, 
with  the  like  capital  and  limitation  thereof,  the 
like  number  of  airectors,  and  time  and  manner  of 
electing  tbem^  and  a  president,  as  is  hereinbefore 
proTided  in  relation  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Georgetown ;  and  with  only  the  dif- 
ference herein  specially  provided  and  set  forth, 
the  said  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  the 
president  and  directors  thereof^  shall  be  subject  to 
iJbm  ditties,  rules,  regulations,  conditions  and  im- 
positions, and  be  vested  with  the  like  rights,  priT- 
ileges,  and  immunities,  as  a  body  cor|>orate,  as 
apfjcrtain  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  and  as  if  all  the  general  proTis- 
iens  of  this  act  were  herein  again  repeated  and 
enacted,  with  express  reference  to  the  said  Union 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

8no.  28.  And  be  ii further  aiacM,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
ej^onerate  or  discharge  any  member  of  any  of  the 
aforesaid  associations,  or  the  funds  thereof,  from 
any  liability  to  creditors  under  any  existing  eon- 
traoty  or  on  account  of  any  note,  bill,  or  obliga- 
tion, issued  or  in  existence  when  this  act  shall 
fake  effact,  but  such  liability  shall  remain  in  re- 
latioa  to  ail  sneh  notes,  bill,  obligations,  or  con- 
tracts, as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sao.  20.  And  be  iijurther  enaeied,  That,  from 
and  after  the  fourth  day  of  April  next,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  unchartered  banking  com- 
pany, or  any  association,  partnership,  or  company 
o£  indiriduals,  within  the  District  of  Oolumbia, 
tn  discount  any  notes,  or  other  securities,  for  the 
pnymentof  money,  or  to  issue  notes  or  bills, 
whether  payable  to  order  or  bearer,  or  any  other 
securities,  promises,  or  orders,  for  toe  payment  of 
money  or  stock ;  and  every  member,  officer,  or 
agent,  of  any  such  company,  or  aesociate  or 
partner  of  any  such  association  or  partnership, 
shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
for  ci^rj  evtoh  offence,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
may  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sbg.  90.  And  be  iijurther  enacted^  That  who- 
ever, as  president,  cashier,  or  agent,  of  any  suck 
company,  or  as  associate  or  partner  of  any  sneh 
association  or  partnership,  shall,  after  the  said 
fourth  day  of  April  next  si^a,  countersign,  or 
endorse,  anv  such  note^  bill,  or  seenrity,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  aforesaid  penalties,  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 
period  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  twelve 
flionths,  at  the  discretion  of  a  jury. 

Sno.  31.  And  be  ii  Juriher  enactedf  That  all 
drafts,  bills,  or  other  securities,  for  the  payment 
of  money,  discounted  contrary  to  the  provbioos 
of  this  act,  whether  the  same  be  payable  to  any 
sneh  company,  association  or  partnership,  or  to 
any  person,  as  agent  or  uustee  tot  such  company, 
assocMtlon  or  partnership,  or  for  the  beoent 
thereof,  and  all  contracts,  bonds,  deeds,  penal  or 


single  biUs,  or  other  instrnmenL  giTen  to 
burse  or  indemnify  any  person  for  any  pa], 
6f  responsibility  incurred  by  such  person  for  cq 
debt  contracted  by  any  dealing,  contrary  tn  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  hi^  and 
the  same  are  hereby  dedaied  to  be,  utterly  v«d  is 
all  intents  and  purposes. 

Sbo.  32.  And  be  itfiaiker  enacUd,  Thsd 
any  person,  as  president,  cashier,  teller  or  ete 
omcer,  or  agent  of  any  soch  banking  eoaapaai^ 
or  as  associate  or  partner  in  any  snek  nasoeistki 
or  partnership,  shall,  from  and  after  the  md 
fourth  day  of  April  next,  issue  or  pass  inCo  eiica- 
lation  any  such  note,  bill,  draft,  or  other  eeeniili^ 
hereby  prohibited  to  be  issued,  together  with  even 
person  assenting  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  aai 
taken  to  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  «^ 
notwithstanding  the  note,  bill,  or  other 
so  issued,  may  have  been  signed,  eooniei 
and  endorsed,  before  the  eommeaeement 
act. 

Approved,  March  3. 1817. 


An  Act  making  fiirther  pfowision  for 

lie  hnildiags,  and  impioving  the  pnUie 

Be  it  enacted.  ^,  Thnt,  for  the  purpose  of  n- 
pairing  the  public  buildings,  a  snm  net  eioMd- 
ing  one  hundred  thousand  doUars  be,  aad  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  applied,  kf 
the  CUnnmissioner,  under  the  direction  of  tat 
President  of  the  United  States, 

Seo.2.  Andbeit  further  enacted^  That,  for  cht 
purpose  of  completing  the  enclosare  and  im|»rove* 
mentof  the  public  square,  near  UieCapiiol,s 
sum  not  exceeding  tfairty-eig^t  Chonsnnd  six  hot* 
dred  and  fify-eignt  dollars  be^  and  the  moeii 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  appked  under  the  suae 
direction  as  af<»esaid. 

Sbc«  3.  And  beU further emaOed^  Thar  the  bsi* 
eys  soappropriated  shall  be  paidontof  any  meneyi 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  approprtaled. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  U  fiuiker  emaOed,  Thit  ikB 
Commissioner  of  the  rublio  Buildings  be  aaihst- 
ixed  to  extend  the  enclosure  round  tbe  wemi-eu' 
oular  area  west  of  the  Capitol. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  snppismentaiy  to  an  ac^  sntiAsd  ^Aa  stf 
foithsr  to  amend  the  several  aels  for  the  sstsMidh 
uent  and  regolstion  of  the  Trsaanij,  War,  and  N 119 
Departments." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  nothing  contained  la 
the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  nine,  entitled  **An  net  further  id 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  aid 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  UTar,  and  Navy  Depsit- 
ments,''  shall  be  construed  to  autharize  the  Pree- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  direct  any  sum  a^ 
propriated  to  fortifications,  arsenals,  annoM 
custom-houses,  docks^  navy  jrards,  or  bnildin^sflf 
any  sort,  or  to  munitions  of  war,  or  to  the  pay  of 
the  Army  or  Navy,  to  be  applied  to  nay  other  flh- 
jcct  of  public  expenditure. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 
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FmUie  Act$  of  Oongre». 


Aa  Adfrr  tfia  rdMr  of  llw  widow  wd  chiUjmi  of 

Alirriiftm  OwoB. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c^  That  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  Oweo,  Icie  a  Toianteor  aid^de- 
eamp  of  General  Wintam  H.  Harrison,  shall  be 
eatjtied  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  second  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  tenth  dar  of 
April,  one  tboasand  eight  hnndred  and  twelTe, 
entitled  "Ao  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
Mldiers  who  served  In  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash  f  and  that  tbef  be  allowed  the  same 
sam  of  money  to  which  they  eronld  have  been  • 
entitled  had  the  rank  of  major  been  regolarliT 
anigned  to  the  said  Abraham  Owen. 

Big.  2.  And  be  UfMker  enaeted.  That  the 
said  allowaaee  be  paid  to  the  said  widow  and 
ehildren,  aocofding  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
aet,  oot  of  an  J  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
win  appropriated. 

ApproTed,  March  3, 1817. 


Aa  Act  allowiag  farther  time  Son  eateriag  donation 
rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

BiHetBoeted,  ^fc^  That  the  claimants  to  certain 
donation  rights  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
gmted  by  th^e  second  section  of  an  aet,  entitled 
"fAa  act  to  anlhorke  the  granting  of  patelits  for 
laad,  aeoordkig  to  the  surveys  that  have  been 
nadCi  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
datmanta  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroi^  and 
for  other  pnrposes,"  passed  the  tweaty-third  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  allowed  until  the  first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
etghteea,  to  file  iheir  claims  with  the  register  of 
the  land  office,  for  the  district  aforesaid* 

Approved,  Bfaich  3, 1817. 


Aa  Act  to  nravideibr  the  due  exeqatioaof  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  wilhiB  theSuteof  Indians. 

Bt  U  enacted^  fe.,  That  all  the  laws  of  the 
United  Butes,  which  are  not  locally  inapplica- 
ble, shall  have  the  aame  force  and  oTect  within 
the  said  State  of  Indiana  as  elsewhere  wkhin  the 
United  States. 

8bo.  9.  And  b§  H  fiarth&r  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  the 
Indiana  District;  and  a  district  court  shall  be 
held  therein,  to  coneist  of  one  judge,  who  shall 
Kside  in  the  said  distriet,  and  be  called  a  district 
judge.    He  shall  hold,  at  the  seat  of  government 
•f  the  said  State,  two  seestons  annaally,  on  the 
im  Mondays  in  May  and  November,  and  he 
•hall,  in  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the  same 
jurisdiction  and  powers  whicfh  were,  by  law, 
given  to  the  judge  of  the  Kentaeky  district,  tinder 
'  in  aet,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States.'*    He  shall  appoint 
&  clerk  for  the  said  district,  who  shall  resioe  and 
keep  the  records  of  the  court  at  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  same;  and  shall  receive,  for  the  services 
performed  by  him,  the  same  fees  to  which  the 
^tetk  of  the  Kentucky  district  is  entitled  for  aim* 
iiar  services. 


Sac.  a  Afid  be  iifwiker  enaOed,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said  district 
court  the  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  ap- 
pointment, to  be  paid  qunrter  yearly  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  distriet  a  persoa 
learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  attofe^ney  for  the 
United  States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
fees,  be  paid  t)y  the  United  States  two  hundred 
dollars,  as  a  fall'  compensation  for  all  extra  ser- 
vices. 

Sao.  5.  Afid  be  it  fitrther  enmeted  That  a  mtr- 
shal  shall  be  appointed  for  said  distriet,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  and  penaltice,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees^  as  are  prescribed  to  narshals  in  other 
districts ;  and  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  annaaUy,  as  a  coM- 
pensatioa  for  all  extra  services. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 

An  Act  to  aathorise  the  extension  of  the  ColumMa 
Turnpike  Bead  within  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Columbia  Turn- 
pike Road  Company,  incorporated  by  an  aet  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  passed  the 
aitth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  near  Si- 
licott^  lower  mills  towards  Gkorgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  extend  the  said 
road  from  its  intersection  with  the  line  of  the 
District  of  Colombia  to  Rock  Creek  near  George- 
town, and  to  locate  and  complete  the  same  in  the 
nearest  and  most, practicable  direction,  and  in  the 
manner  required  by  the ,  twelfth  section  of  the 
ect  of  Assembly  of  Maryland,  hereinbefoie  men- 
jtioned. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  itjurtker  enacted,  That  the 
said  company  may  demand,  and  receive,  the 
same  tolls  as  are  allowed  for  a  like  distaaee  bf 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
incorporating  the  said  company,  and  shall  possess 
and  enjoy  the  same  privileges,  and  be  subject  to 
tfa^  same  limitations,  paias,  and  penalties,  as.  by 
the  said  act  are  prescribed,  enjoined,  and  directed : 
jhraeided  aheape,  and  be  it  firther  enacted,  That 
if  the  said  company  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  ex- 
tend, locate,  and  improve,  the  said  road  la  the 
direction,  and  in  the  manner,  authoriaed  and  re- 
quired by  this  act,  within  ^re  years,  to  coea- 
mence  from  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing 
the  passage  of  this  act,  then,  and  m  that  case,  the 
authority  and  privileges  hereby  granted  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  forfeited  aad 
withdrawn,  and  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  of  no 
effect.-— Approved,  March  3, 1817. 

An  Aet  respecting  the  District  Court  of  the  Uallsd 
Stales  in  the  northern  distria  of  New  Yoik. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  wichin  and  for  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  shell  be  holden  bf  the  judges  of  said 
northern  district,  together  with  the  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  south- 
ern district  of  said  State:  Priifrnded^ntverUidBm^ 
That  either  of  the  said  judges  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  hold  said  court  in  the  absence  of  the 
other. 

Sbq.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
district  court  of  the  tlnited  8 tatesi  within  and 
for  said  northern  district,  shall  be  holden  at  the 
village  of  Utica,  on  the  third  Tuesdayr  of  Janu- 
ary, and  second  Tuesday  of  July  \  at  CSanandai- 
gua  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October*;  and  at 
Saiem  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  in  each 
year.  And  all  suiu  and  proceedings  in  said 
court  shall  be  revived  and  continue  in  full  force, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  court  had  been 
adjourned  to  the  term  next  to  be  holden  by  Wr- 
tneof  thisacL 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfiariher  enaetedf  That,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  act,  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  said 
southern  district,  in  addition  to  his  present  salary, 
the  annual  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  as  com- 
pensation for  the  duties  required  to  be  performed 
under  this  act. 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  lespeeting  the  eswssment  sad  ooUeetion  of 

the  Dixsct  Tax. 

Be  ii  enacted,  f  c,  That  in  all  esses  in  which 
appeals  have  been  taken,  and  the  same  shall  not 
have  been  legally  acted  on  by  a  principal  asses- 
sor, in  any  collection  district,  in  regard  to  the 
enumerations,  valuations,  or  revisions,  of  prop- 
erty^subject  to  the  direct  tax,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  direct  the  said  appeals  to  be  acted  on  by 
the  principal  assessor  or  such  collection  district, 
and  such  appeals  shall  be  conducted,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  **  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  asseseing  %nd 
collecting  the  same/'  passed  the  ninth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
so  far  as  respects  the  direct  tax  imposed  in  that 
year,  and  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  supple- 
mentary thereto,  passed  the  twentv-slxth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundrea  and  sixteen, 
so  far  as  respecta  the  direct  tax  imposed  in  that 
year. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  all 
deeds  for  real  estate,  sdd  for  taxes  by  any  desig- 
nated collector,  or  by  the  collector  tot  the  Dm- 
trict  of  Columbia,  shall  be  made,  executed,  and 
acknowledged,  by  such  collector,  or  proved  in 
due  form ;  and  for  every  such  deeu  the  purchaser, 
or  grantee,  shall  pay  to  the  said  collector,  for  his 
use,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That,  to 


defray  the  expenses  authorized  bf  tliistct,iks 
is  herebv  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  in 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  oat  of  tsy  mnef  c 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriued. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  making  appropriation  tot  ctnying  intiAct 
certain  Indian  tr•atiel^  and  for  other  pupon 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That,  for  the  {Mrposea; 
defraying  the  expenaes  which  mif  trifeineB^ 
rying  into  effect  the  treaty  made  betveeDtk 
United  States  and  the  tribes  of  IsdiaBi  oU 
the  Ottowas,  Chippe was,  Pottowttomies,  Ciiiek' 
asaws,  Cherokees,  and  Chacktaws;  thit  iiQ 
say :  with  the  Ottowas,  Chippewas,  lod  ?m 
watomies,  at  St.  Louis^  on  the  tveaty-fopnliei 
August,  one  thousand  eight  haadred  tod  sixiea; 
witn  the  Chickasaws,  at  the  ChiekistveoiKt 
house,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Septenber,  ok 
thousand  eight  hunored  and  sixteen;  vitb  tk 
Cherokees,  at  Turkey  town,  on  xheMolOc' 
tober,  one  thousand  eight  handled  ud  aim, 
the  foliovring  sums,  to  be  paid  oatofuyDoaep 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropnitti,iK' 
and  the  fame  are  hereby,  approoiiettd,  foi  w 
payment  of  the  annuities  to  the  iodiiBs,iss^ 
Ulated  in  the  said  treaties,  that  is  to  ay: »« 
Ottowas.  Chippewas,  and  PottowttoBiies,  aie 
thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  twelre  feuiite 
the  Chickasaws,  twelve  thooaand  doliirs  i^i- 
ally,  for  twelve  years ;  and  to  William  Om^ 
Chickasaw  chief,  one  hundred  dolUrs,ua(allf 
for  and  during  his  life;  to  the  Cherokea,ai 
thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  tea  yean;  mt 
the  Chacktaws,  six  thousand  dollan,  mm 
for  twenty  years.  ,  „,    . 

Sac.  2.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacUd,  Ttat  w 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  cerow  ou« 
stipulations  in  the  said  tresiiea^  ih^  W*^ 
sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  «EP«>P"*"°',^f 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  thetreiiary  d^Jom^ 
erwise  appropriated,  that  is  to  say:  Vicutrr^ 
effect  the  treaty  with  the  ChieioBin  » <^ 
said,  the  sum  of  seven  thoosaod  thi«J<>j^ 
and'  afty  doliais :  to  carry  into  effort  tk  omj 
with  the  Cherokees,  the  sum  ofin  t^;»^ 
dollars;  and  to  carry  into  effect  tke ^^ITl 
the  Chacktaws,  the  sum  of  tea  t*«i?if  ^S 

Sac.  3.  And  be  U  fiaiher  ewM  ^^.^ 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  the  if^ 
sobs,  viz:  For  t&^  «Wof  the  aeeoad c«J 
troUer,  three  thousand  dollars;  for  ^^^"f^. 
four  additional  auditors,  iwelTeihowiiiddow^ 
for  the  saUrtee  of  additional  cJerb »(&«<»?; 
of  the  second  comptroUer,  and  addmoDii  m 
tors,  nine  thousand  dollars 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^, 
relating  to  settlers  on  Isndi  of  the  United  w-^ 
Be  U  enacted,  #c..  That  an  ^ff^f^,^ 
act  relating  to  settlers  on  t^fj?"  /  u-Iow 
States,"  passed  the  twenty-fiftk  ^^ ZJ^ 
thouwnd  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  aa^ 
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same  is  herebf »  eondoucd  in  force  for  one  year 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 
Approred,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  <<An  act  granting 
bonntiet  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian 
▼olanteen,"  passed  the  film  of  March,  one  then* 
■and  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Bt  it  enacted^  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  thia  act,  no  bounty  in  land  shall  be 
giren  to  any  Canadian  Tolunteer,  except  where 
it  shall  appear  that  the  full  term  of  six  months' 
service  shall  have  been  performed  in  some  corps 
in  the  United  States  service,  and  whose  name 
shall  appear  upon  the  muster-rolls  of  such  corps: 
PTOvided,  That  where  it  shall  appear  that  the 
said  term  of  serYice  had  not  been  performed  by 
reason  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  or  other  dis- 
abilities, occasioned  by  the  performance  of  his 
doty  while  in  such  corps,  such  claimant  shall  be 
considered  as  having  performed  the  full  term  of 
service  for  which  he  had  engaged. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jurtker  enacted^  That  all 
warrants  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
to  certain  Canadian  volunteers,"  and  which  have 
not  been  located,  and  those  which  shall  be  issued 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  located  on  such 
knds  as  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  no  other. 

Ssc.  3.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  in- 
stead of  the  bounty  given  in  the  act  hereby 
amended,  the  following  rates  shall  be  given:  For 
a  colonel,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  for  a 
major,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  j  for  a  cap- 
tain, tbree  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  for  a  sub- 
altern, three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  a  nqn- 
commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  to  the  medical  and 
other  sta^  in  proportion  to  their  pay. 

Sec.  4.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
such  parts  of  the  act  hereby  amended,  as  shall  be 
inconsistent  with,  or  contravene  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  this 
act,  together  wilh  the  act  hereby  amended,  shall 
continual  and  be  in  force,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  Mareh  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  <*An  act  making  fur- 
ther proriaion  for  militaiy  services  during  the  late 
war,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted^  f-c.  That  the  widows  and  child-* 
ren  of  soldiers  of  the  militia,  the  volunteers,  the 
rangers,  and  the  sea-fencibles,  who  served  during 
the  late  war,  and  for  whom  half-pay  for  five  years 
was  provid^,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  entitled  ^^An  act  making  further  provi- 
sion for  military  services  during  the  late  warj 
Md  for  other  purpoees,"  shall  be  placed  on  an 
equality  as  to  their  annual  allowance,  that  is  to 
^1\  Sueh  widows,  and  in  ease  of  no  widow, 


such  children  as  may  be  embraced  in  the  before* 
recited  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  fas  the 
half-pay  to  which  they  are  entitled,)  at  toe  rate 
of  forty-ei^ht  dollars  per  annum,  and  no  more; 
and  the  widows  and  children  aforesaid,  of  the 
officers  of  the  different  corps  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  half-pay  of  the  officers  of  the  in- 
fantry. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
provisions  contained  in  an  act,  entitled  '*  An  act 
fixing  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the 
United  States,**  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  granting 
to  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  regular  army, 
who  were  deranged  by  said  act,  three  months' 
pay  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  law  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge,  shall  equally  extend  to  wagon- 
masters,  forage-masters,  barrack-masters,  and 
other  warrant  officers  of  the  staff  of  the  regular 
army,  who  were  deranged  by  the  before-recited, 
act,  except  those  provisionally  retained  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
further  time  of  two  years  shall  be  allowed  to  the 

fuardians  of  the  minor  children  of  deceased  sol- 
iers,  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  bounty  lands 
for  five  years'  half-pay,  according  to  the  second 
section  of  the  before-recited  act,  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement,  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  Andoe  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  rangers  shall  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  to  half-pay,  for  five  years,  with 
the  widows  and  children  of  the  infantry. 

Sec  5.  And  he  it  furrier  enacted^  That  the 
provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  extended  to  all  cases  where  either  of 
the  chil<)ren  therein  mentioned  shall  have  been 
uuder  sixteen  years  of  ase  at  the  time  of  the 
father's  decease:  JProvuiea, The  guardian  of  such 
minor  children  shall,  in  addition  to  the  relinquish- 
ment by  said  act  required,  file,  in  the  office  of 
the  Department  of  War,  evidence  of  the  -assent 
of  all  the  other  heirs,  if  any  there  be,  of  said  de- 
ceased soldier,  or  of  their  guardians,  to  sueh  re- 
linquishment. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  child  or  children  of  a  regular 
soldier,  deceased,  have  the  right^  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  relinquish  their  bounty 
in  land,  for  five  years'  half-pay,  the  said  child  or 
children  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  amount  as 
is  given  by  the  act  to  the  widows  of  the  militia 
soldiers  who  died  in  service  during  the  late  war, 
viz.,  four  dollars  per  month. 
Apprpved,  Mareh  3, 1817. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *<  An  act 
directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into  the 
courto  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  judges  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
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Uoited  Btmfes,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  in  all  districts  io  which  a 
braDch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is,  or 
shall  be,  established,  to  cause  and  direct  all  mon- 
eys remaining  in  said  courts  respectiTely,  or 
being  subject  to  the  order  thereof,  to  be  deposited 
io  said  branch  bank,  in  the  name  and  to  the  credit 
of  the  coort,  and  a  certificate  thereof  from  the 
eashier  of  said  bank,  stating  the  amount  and  time 
of  such  deposite,  to  oe  transmitted,  within  twenty 
days  thereafter,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  in  districts  in  which  no  such  branch  bank  is, 
br  shall  be  established,  such  deposite  shall  be 
made  in  like  manner,  and  within  the  same  time, 
in  some  incorporated  State  bank,  and  a  certificate 
thereor,  io  like  manner,  and  within  the  said  time 
as  aforesaid,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  all 
moneys  which  shall  hereaAer  be  paid  into  said 
coort^  or  recei?ed  by  the  officers  thereof,  in 
causes  landing  therein,  shall  be  immediately  de- 
posited in  the  branch  bttnk  within  the  district|  if 
there  be  one,  otherwise  in  some  incorporated 
State  bank,  within  the  district,  in  the  name  and 
to  the  credit  of  the  court. 

Sec.  3.  Amd  he  iZ  fiaiher  enacted,  That  no 
money,  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  drawn 
from  said  banks,  except  by  order  of  the  judge  or 
judges  of  said  courts  respectively,  in  term  or  in 
▼acatioB,  to  be  signed  by  such  judge  or  judges, 
and  to  be  entered  and  certified  of  record  by  the 
clerk,  and  every  such  order  shall  state  the  cause 
in,  or  on  account  of  which,  it  is  drawn. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  if  any 
clerk  of  such  court,  or  other  officer  thereof,  hav- 
ing received  any  such  moneys  as  aforesaid,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  the  order  of  such  court, 
for  depositing  the  same  as  aforesaid,  such  elerkj 
or  other  oflSeer.  shall  be  forthwith  proceeded 
against  by  attacnroent  for  contempt. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fitriher  enadM,  That  at  each 
regular  and  stated  session  of  said  courts,  the 
clerks  thereof  shall  present  an  account  to  said 
court  of  all  moneys  remaining  therein,  or  subject 
to  the  order  thereof,  stating  particularly  on  ac- 
count of  what  causes  said  moneys  are  deposited, 
which  account,  and  the  Touchers  thereof,  shall 
be  filed  in  court:  Praoided,  neverihekee,  That  if 
in  any  district  there  shall  be  no  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  incorporated 
State  bank,  the  courts  may  direct  such  moneys 
to  be  deposited,  according  to  their  discretion,  as 
heretofore. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  continne  ia  Ibroe  an  aat,  ontitM  **  An  act 
Ibrther  to  provide  for  the  eolleetioB  ik  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,''  passed  the  third  dsy  of  March, 
one  thonsand  eight  hnndrsd  and  fiftean,  and  for 
other  pnrpooes. 

Ae  t7  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  act  entitled  ^An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  third  day  of 
Marcb,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  fifteeoj 


be,  and  the  same  ia  kerel»y,  eoatiaocd  ii  fsK, 
excepting  the  sixth  and  eightb  sections  themL 
Sbc.  2.  And  beU  fiaiher  enacted,  Tiist  if  ay 
suit  or  prosecution  ba  eooamenced  is  tof  Sas 
court  against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  sirref- 
or.  inspector,  or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  mlHtirf 
or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting,  i^bJf 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby  continwi  ii 
force,  or  under  color  thereof^  for  anything  doaeot 
omitted  to  be  done,  as  an  officer  cf  the  eostoa 
by  virtue  of  said  act,  or  under  color  thereof,  vk 
the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  enterio^  k 
appearance  at  such  State  court,  file  tpetitioflfe 
the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  tbeoezteir 
cuit  court  of  the  United  States  to  be  holdee  a 
the  dbtrict  where  the  suit  is  peBdiQ(,ud  db 
good  and  sufficient  surety  for  hu  entenag  ioistt 
circuit  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  te»ioD,cape> 
of  said  process  against  him,  and  also  forhistJim 
appearing  at  the  court  and  entering  specitl  kui 
in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  was  origioallr  f^ 

Sttired  therein ;  it  shall  then  be  the  dvlf  or  lie 
itate  court  to  accept  the  surety  aad  proeeid  bo 
further  in  the  cause;  and  the  bail  tfastihillhtTe 
been  originally  taken  sball  be  disebarjed.  Aid 
such  copies  being  entered  as  aforewd  is  nd 
court  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  cause  shall  tka 

groceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  btd  ben 
rought  there  by  original  proeess,  wfastercraij 
be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispnte,  ordioip 
claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship  of  tfae  p 
ties,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  ^^^^ 
standing ;  and  any  attachment  of  the  coodi  or 
estate  of  the  defendant  by  the  ongiDiTproees 
shall  hold  the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  u* 
swer  the  final  judgment,  in  the  umt  maoscris 
by  the  laws  of'^snch  Sute  they  woold  htre  ben 
holden  to  answer  final  judpnent,  had  itbecorff- 
dered  by  the  coort  in  which  the  soft  wise«* 
menced:  Provided,  nevertheUm,  That  thii  «t 
shall  not  be  understood  to  a|^y  to  aay  P^^^ 
tion  for  an  offience  involving  corporal  poist- 
ment. 

Sbo.  3.  And  U  it  further  enacUi,  ThiM( 
shall  be  lawful  hereaiVer  for  the  mssMr,  or  uc 
person  having  charge  or  command  of  isf^^^ 
bait  on  Lake  Champlain,  when  goiflg  nwnwe 
United  States  into  the  Province  of  Lower  Cu- 
ada,  to  deliver  a  manifeat  of  the  amo  ^  y^' 
and  take  a  cleamnee  from  the  collector  dm 
district  through  which  mmj  sack  boat  shsU  b* 
pass,  when  leaving  the  United  Sisies,  vtiuj* 
regard  to  the  place  from  which  lay  ^^  ^ 
shall  have  commenced  her  voyage,  or  «he«  «^ 
cargo  shall  have  been  taken  on  board,  tnr^' 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  _^. 

Sfo.  4.  And  be  tl  >rffter  enad^  Thtt  vha 

any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shsU  bera^ 
be  imported  from  the  Province  of  Lower  u|>i* 
into  the  United  Slates,  in  aay  stcaDbostoal*' 
Champlain,  aad  the  said  goods,  wares,  sod  0^ 
chandise,  shall  hare  been  dulv  entered,  the div» 
thereon  paid,  or  seeured,  at  the  office  of  iWr' 
lector  of  any  district  adjoining  Lske  Chtapw* 
it  ahall  be  lawful  to  land  such  goods.  virM 
merchandise,  In  the  snaae^  or  any  other,  "** 
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adjoining  said  Lake  ChampttiD,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwitfastaading. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  U  jfurHier  enacted,  That,  in 
any  action  or  prosecatioa  affain«t  any  person  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act,  and  any 
special  matter,  in  evidence.  And  if  in  any  suit 
the  plaintiff  is  non-suit,  or  judgment  pass  against 
bim,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  rhfs 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next, 
and  no  longer, 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thar  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  employ  within  his  district  such 
number  of  proper  persons,  as  deputy  eol lectors  of 
the  customs,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  who  are 
herebv  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs; 
sod  the  said  deputy  collectors,  before  they  enter 
00  the  duties  oi  their  offices,  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe, before  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or 
before  some  magistrate  within  their  respective 
districts,  authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths, 
the  following^  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  ''I, 
-^j  having  been  appointed  a  deputy  collector 
of  the  customs,  within  and  for  the  district  of  <— , 
do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear  (or  af- 
firm, as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  diligently 
aod  iaithfnll/  execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office 
of  deputy  collector,  and  will  use  my  best  endea- 
vors to  prevent  and  detect  frauds  and  violations 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  I  furiber 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the  Consti- 
totion  of  the  United  Sutes." 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  ^  authorizing  the  payment 
ibr  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the  milita^  service  of  the  United 
Btatee,  and  ibr  other  parposes,"  passed  the  ninth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hnndied  and  sixteeB. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  ninth  section  of 
act,  eolitled  "An  act  ataborizing  the  imy- 
ment  for  property  lost,  eaptared,  or  destroyea,  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on 
the  ninth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
^d  sixteen,  shall  be  coostraed  to  extend  only  to 
houses,  or  other  buildings,  occupied  by  an  order 
^  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States  as  a 
place  of  deposite  for  military  or  naval  stores,  or 
IS  barracks  for  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
States;  and  that,  in  acting  on  all  claims  arising 
onder  the  aforesaid  ninth  section,  as  well  those 
whereon  commissions  are  now  returned,  and  re« 
main  undecided,  as  those  on  which  commissions 
may  be  hereafter  executed,  it  shall  be  the  dtliy  of 
the  commissioner,  appointed  in  virtue  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  carefully  to  examine  and  investigate 
the  same,  and  to  report  the  facts  in  such  case  to 
Oongress  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  such  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  respective 
claimants  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and  proper. 
14th  Cost.  2d  Sess. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
coinmissioner  shall,  in  alt  cases  in  which  the 
claim  to  compensation  or  indemnity  shall  exceed 
the  ram  of  two  hundred  dollars,  award  a  comr 
mission  to  some  one  or  more  discreet  commis- 
sioners, near  the  places  where  the  witnesses  re* 
side,  who  shall,  before  they  proceed  to  act,  take 
an  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  some  officer  au- 
thorized by  law  to  administer  the  same,  that 
the^  will  faithfully  and  impartially  execute  the 
duties  assigned  to  them  in  said  commission,  to 
the  best  or  their  judgment;  and  the  said  com- 
missioner shall  accompany  said  commission  with 
directions  as  to  the  examination  of  witnesses,  on 
oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  said  commissioner, 
or  commissioners,  so  acting,  are  hereby  aucher- 
ized  to  administer ;  which  said  commission,  whei» 
executed,  together  with  the  examinations  taken 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  enclosed,  sealed, 
and  returned  by  mail  to  the  office  of  the  saM 
commissioner :  Provided,  however.  That,  io  act- 
ing on  examinations  taken  by  virtue  of  the  act  to 
wnteh  this  is  an  amendment,  the  said  commis- 
sioner  shall  be  authorized,  in  all  cases  where  he 
shall  adjudffe  the  facts  not  to  be  sufficiently  die- 
closed  to  allow  a  just  decisioi^  between  the  claim' 
ants  and  the  United  States,  to  award  a  new  com- 
mission as  aforesaid;  aod,  also,  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  said  commissioner  shall  deem  it  proper, 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  act  in  behalf  o^  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  executing  said  commissions ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioaer,  or  com- 
missioners, taking  evidence  in  any  case,  to  make 
inquiry  whether  any  evidence  may  be  had  which 
may  be  favorable  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  take  such  evidencej  and  traBs<- 
mit  the  same  to  the  said  commissioner,  in  like 
manner. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  who  has  sus- 
tained damage  by  the  los!^  oi  any  horse,  mute,  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  wbile  such 
property  was  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  by  impressment  or  contract,  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which  the  property 
would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by 
the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  loss  watf 
without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  owner,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value 
thereof. 

Sfio.  4.  Afkd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  dte 
provisions  of  thi»  act,  and  the  act  to  which  it  is 
an  amendment^  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  extended 
to  cases  of  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed, 
in  the  wars  with  the  Indian  tribes,  subsequent  to 
the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  and  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  in  the  late  war  with  Qreat 
Britain. 

Sjbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
claims  allowed  by  said  commissioners,  of  two 
hundred  dollars  or  upwards,  shall  be  revised  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  a  statement  of  the  facts 
made  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  commissioner,  and 
may  be  confirmed  or  rejected ;  and  the  amount 
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of  all  claims  allowed  by  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sioaer  less  thao  two  hundred  dollars,  aod  those  of 
two  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  if  confirmed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  shall  be  paid  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  in  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  sec- 
tions of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of 
the  tenth  Tolame  of  Public  Documents. 

Be  it  enacUd,fc.j  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  subscribe  for, 
and  receive,  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  Congress, 
fire  hundred  copies  of  the  tenth  volume  of  public 
documents,  proposed  to  be  printed  by  Thomas  B. 
Wait  and  Sons.  The  aforesaid  volume  to  be 
delivered  in  strong  leather  binding,  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  a 
quarter  for  eacn  five  hundred  pages  contained  in 
the  same. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacUdj  That  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  here- 
by appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Officers. 

Be  it  enactedf  fc^  That  the  Paymaster  Qeo- 
eral  be  authorized,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  pay 
the  general  staff  (the  volunteer  aids  excepted)  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  while  in 
service  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve ;  and  that  to  each  one  be  allowed  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major  of  infantry. 

Approved,  March  3,  1817. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  ibr  debts,  dae  the  United  States." 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  any  person  imprisoned 
upon  execution  for  a  debt  doe  to  the  United 
States,  which  he  shall  be  unable  to  pay.  if  his 
case  snail  be  such  as  does  not  authorize  nis  dis- 
charge by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  under 
the  powers  given  him  bv  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  providing  for  the  relief  of  persons  impris- 
oned for  debts  due  to  the  United  States,"  may 
make  application  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  proof  being  made  to  his  satis* 
Action  that  such  debtor  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt, 
and  upon  a  comjjliance  by  the  debtor  with  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  President  shall  deem 
proper,  he  may  order  the  discharge  of  such  debtor 
from  his  imprisonment,  and  he  shall  be  accord- 
ingly discharged,  aod  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  again  for  the  same  debt ;  but  the  judg- 
ment shall  remain  good  and  sufficient  in  law,  and 
may  be  satisfied  out  of  any  estate  which  may 


then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  belong  ts  ue 
debtor. 
Approved,  March  3, 1817. 


Resolution  for  admitting  the  State  of  Indiana  iaw  tht 

Uaion. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Coagiai 
passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  ik& 
sand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  entitled  **is 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territcfi 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  go vemmentfaad 
for  the  admission  of  that  State  into  the  Unioe.' 
the  people  of  ihe  said  Territory  did,  on  the  two- 
ty-nmth  day  of  June,  in  the  present  year,  by  a 
convention  called  for  that  purpose,  form  £« 
themselves  a  constitution  and  State  governme&L 
which  constitution  and  State  government.  53 
formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  with  th< 
principles  of  the  articles  of  compact  between  tike 
original  States  and  the  people  and  Sutes  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Jaly,  oae  thoasand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Eeprt- 
eentoHves  of  the  United  Stales  of  AmsntA  ia 
Ckmeress  oMembled^  That  the  State  of  Indiau 
shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  oo«,  o( 
the  United  States  of  America,  aod  admitted  iflU 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^tl 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Approved,  December  11, 1816. 


Resolution  to  employ  John  TromboU,  to  oompose  saiA 
execute  certain  pelntinga. 

Reeolvedj  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uct- 
ted  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anihorizedtc 
employ  John  Trumbuii,  of  Connecticut,  10  com- 
pose and  execute  four  paintings  commemoradre 
of  the  most  important  events  of  the  Ameriaa 
Revolution,  to  be  placed,  when  finished,  in  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  6, 1817. 


Reaolotion  respecting  contracts  for  the 


for 


Rewlvedj  fc.,  That  the  Seeretanr  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  01  Represeatt- 
tives,  be  directed,  in  making  aay  future  contract 
for  the  printing  of  Congress,  to  stipnlate,  and  r^ 
quire,  that  the  same,  excepttof^  only  the  bills,  or 
when  otherwise  specially  directed  by  either 
House,  shall  be  done  in  royal  octavo  form,  the 
sice  of  the  pages  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the 
late  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  ao^ 
that  when  any  tables  will  not  admit,  with  the 
use  of  a  small  type,  of  compraasion  into  thatsixe; 
they  shall  be  so  printed  as  to  fold  oDovenientlj 
into  the  volume. 

Approvedi  March  3, 1817. 
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House  of  Representatires  for  relief  of     :  183 

read  a  first  time         -        •        .        .        •  188 

read  a  second  time,  and  refrnred         •        •  189 

reported  withsat  ameadmeat     ...  200 

third  reading  a^gatiTed     •        •        .        •  217 
Caieaa,  Francis,  report  on  the  petitftoa  of  die 

representatiTes  of,  read  -        .       •        .91 
reeomautted  with  iastnietioDs*te  pieaaffe  a 

biU -        .  103 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  repieaenta* 

tivea  oi,  read          *        •        •        •        •  106 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        •       .  109 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -       «  141 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -       •  143 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Waahiagten, 
Mr.  Mason  preseated  the  petiHea  o^  re- 
ferred  .......SO 

Certain  Officers,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  ef  Repse* 

sentatives  for  relief  o^  read    .       •       -  148 

read  a  second  tiaM,  mid  reierrsd                 •  161 

reported  withoat  ameadment     ...  |66 

read  a  third  time,  aad  passed     ...  206 

Gkaee,  Dudley,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat         •  19 

Chambers,  David,  adverse  r^ort  on  the  patt* 

tion  of.       •       •       .       •        •       •63 
read,  and  cencnrred  in      •       -        .        -67 
Chaplain^  Mr.  Howell  snbmitted  a  resofaitimi  for 

theappointment  of  two,  read         •        •  10 
read  a  seeoad  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 11 

read  a  thErd  time,  and  passed      •        -        *  17 
Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Tait  sidimitted  a  reseki. 

tbnrespsictingthesarTeysofthe  •        -  61 
amended,  and  agrs6d  to    -               •       •64 


Chesapeake  Bay— continued.  Page. 

report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  in  obe- 
dience thereto        -----      76 

Mr.  Qoldsborongh  submitted  a  xesolution 
concerning  the  defence  of  the  shores  of 
the 13^ 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the,  re- 
ferred    '-••-.•66 
Chism,  Wffl.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of    .       .       .       .    183 

read  a  first  time isg 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  igO 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    907 

Claikson,  Randolph,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  dec,  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dieaey  of  increasing  the  pension  of        •    162 
agreed  to,  and  reforred  according^    -        •    I66 
adverse  report  of  said  committee,  agreed  to     201 
Clerks,  report  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

ttiy  of  sums  paid  to,  in  his  department    -  61 

rqport  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -       -  67 

report  from  tiie  Postmaster  General  -        -  122 
Clifibrd,  Thomas,  and  John,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representetivee  for  relief  o( 

read 1^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  refoned        •       -  194 

third  reading  negatived     -        •        .       -  199 

Collectors,  a  bUl  respecting  the  eMnpeasatie&  of, 

twice  read     ......  2O8 

read  a  third  time,  aad  passed    ...  213 
Columhiaa  lastitute,  Mr.  Masoa,  of  Vhglnia, 
preseated  a  aetition  praying  an  act  of  in- 
corporation «w  the,  refoned   .       -        -  87 
a  bill  to  incotporate  the,  read    •        .        •  96 

read  a  second  time lOl 

indefinit^y  postponed       -       •       .       -134 

Columbia  Turnpike  a  bill  from  ihb  House  of 
Representatives  au^orinng  the  extension 
of  the,  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 

read 140 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  .  141 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  •  166 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    2O6 

Commissaries  of  Subsistence,  a  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  o(  read       ... 

read  a  second  time 96 

indefinitely  postponed       -       -       .       -    113 
Commissioner  of  Loans,  a  bill  from  die  House 
of  Repreeentatives  to  abolish  the  office  of, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    193 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended         -       .    199 

Compensation,  Mr.  Vamam  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  nqpeal  of  the  act  changing  the 
mode  of        --...•      10 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       -      23 
Mr.  V.  commuaicated  instructions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Msasachusetts  to  endeavor* 
to  procure  the  repeal  of  said  aet^  refoned 
to  a  committee  ef  five    ....      31 
said  committee  dischaiged         ...    105 
a  bill  from  the  Ho^pe  of  Repreeentativee  to 
repeal  the  act,  dec.,  read         ...      83 

read  a  second  time 86 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  90 
read  a  third  time,  aad  passed    -       .       •      92 


vu 


INDEX. 


TBI 


Senate  Proceedxnge  and  Debate* 


Page. 

CongreBs,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  next  meet- 
ing of,  read 142 

read  a  second  time    •        .        -        -        -     146 
third  reading  negatived     -        •        -        -     197 
Conatitntion,  Mr.  Barbour  aubmitted  a  resolution 

to  amend  the,  read        ....      30 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

his  anniud  account  of   -        •        -        -      73 
Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
War,  showing  the,  made  by  that  depart- 
ment      62 

a  similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Najy 66 

a  similar  report  from  Postmaster  General  -     118 
Cook,  Joel,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ---...      42 
an  adTorse  report  concurred  in  -        •        -    201 
Creek  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read  •    202 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    203 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .        -    215 
Crimes  and  Offences  within  the  Indian  bounda- 
ries, so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to»  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   38 

a  bill  to  proTide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  82 
read  a  second  time  -  •  ...  86 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •      92 

recommitted  ••-...  lOd 
reported  with  amendments  -        -    183 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       -    143 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    ...    147 
Custom-Houses,  ^,  Mr.  ^Iason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, submitted  a  resolution  authoriiing 
the  purchase  or  erection  of    •        -        •    122 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  refiBrred      -        •  *132 
Catbosh,  Edward,  and  S.  R.  Marshall,  surgeons 
of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Tait  presentsNi  the  me- 
morial of,  referred         ....      66 
Gutting,  Jonas,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ••-...      69 
committee  discharged        ....    soi 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    16O 
committee  disdiarged        ....    2I8 

D. 

Daggett,  Mr.y  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

internal  improvement    -        -        -        -     166 

Damages  and  Interest,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  uniform  rates  of,  in 
cases  of  protest,  &^c.  -  -  -  •  43 
resolution  agreed  to  -  •  •  -  -44 
Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  New  York,  praying  a  law 
respecting,  referred  to  same  committee   -      86 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  took  his  seat      87 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ma- 
ritime precincts     .....      43 

Darien,  Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  port  of  entry  at    ...    Ill 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce,  dec        -        -116 

Declaration  of  Independence,  Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  employ  John 
Trumbull  to  compose  and  execute  a  paint- 
ugoommemoraUveofthe,  read      -        -      64 


Declaration  of  Independence — oontinnad.         Fifk 
read  a  second  time»  and  referred       -      -    ff 
reported  with  an  amendment,  wUdi  wii 
agreed  to--        -        -       --S 

read  a  third  time,  and  paand    -        -      •     1 
Delino,  Ignace  C,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -       •       -   IS 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -        -       -   U 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ...        ...    6 

read  a  tMrd  time,  and  passed^    -        .      .    c 
Depoaite  of  Papers,  a  bin  from'tiM  Howe  «f 
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aula,  dbc,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .      . 
Des  Londi,  widow,  Mr.  Fromentan  presented  tbe 
petition  of,  refeired        .... 
committee  disdiaiged        .... 
Dewees,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presentod  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
a  bill  fer  relief  of,  read        -        ... 
read  m  aeeond  time    -        -        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  nega^nsd 
Dickenon,  Mahlon,  appointed  Seoalor  bj  te 
Legialature  of  New  Jeney,  piodneid  Us 
credentials,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Direct  Tax,  a  hill  finprn  the  House  of  Rsprasst- 
atives  respecting  the  asseamMRl  and  col- 
lection of  the,  read        .... 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordsRi 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  aa  amended  - 
Diacontinttance  of  the  busineaa  of  the  Supiean 
Court,  in  certain  caaea,  a  bill  to  prsfeni 
the,  read        -       -        -        ... 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
indefinitely  pos^ned       •        •       .       - 
Discoant  and  Deposito,  Mr.  Vamom  submitted 
a  resolution  requiring  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  an  office  of,  in 
the  District  of  Colnmhia 
agreed  to,  and  acommittee  appointed  to  con- 
aider  it M 

a  bill  to  that  efiect  read     .       .       .       -     5S 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thai 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passrd    .      .      • 
Disposition  of  money  paid  into  United  8tatoa 
Conita,  a  bill  from  the  House  ef  Repre- 
sentatives directing  the  -       -       -       - 

read  a  first  time        ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened 
reported  without  amendment    .       -       - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     •       .       - 
District  Attorney  for  Messachuaotts^  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Bepresentetives  conopming 
the  compensation  of  the^  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without -amendment     .        .       - 
indefinitely  postponed        .        .        •       - 
District  <^f  Colnmhia,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Viiginia, 
submitted  a  resolution,  that  it  shall  be 
among  the  orders  o(  the  Senate  to  appeiBt 
at  each  aeasion  a  standing  committee  an 
the,  read        ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  tou  third 
reading         ....-- 

read  a  tldrd  time,  and  passed    .       •       - 
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Diftriet  Court,  in  the  northern  district  of  New 
Torky  a  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  Repre- 

aentativee  respecting  the,  read        -        -  193 

read  a  second  time,  and  refexred        -        -  194 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  SOO 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  214 
Dohrman,.  Rachel,  Mr.  Raggles  presented  the 

petition  of,  relerred        •        .        .        •  69 

a  uTorable  report  on  the  prayer  oi,  read    -  83 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       .        ...  88 

read  a  second  time 89 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -        -  98 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -        •        •  101 
Donation  Rights,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiToe  allowing  farther  time  for  enter- 
ing, in  the  district  of  Detroit,  read  -        •193 

reed  a  second  time,  and  refoired        -       •  194 

read  m  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        •  908 
Duveiger,  Barthelemy,  a  biU  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of  -        -        •188 

read  a  first  time 188 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  189 
reported  without  amendment    -        •       -  900 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  216 
Bwight,  Re¥.  Serene  £.,  election  of  as  Chap- 
lain, in  place  of  Rev.  J.  Glendy  who  de- 
clined the  appointment  •        -        •        •  36 

E. 

Edwards,  Wm.,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....      36 

a  bill  for  reUef  of,  read      ....      66 

read  a  second  time 68 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        .      68 

Bperrier,  U.  8.  brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  wid* 

owe  and  orphans  of  ofiicers,  seamen,  and 

marines  lost  on  board  of  the,  read  twice, 

and  passed    ...... 

£weU,  Thomas,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  pre^ 
sented  the  memorial  of,  referred     - 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

Mr.  M.  presented  another  petition  of,  re- 
ferred  -.-.-. 

a  similar  report  thereon    ... 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Exchange  of  Territory,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting,  with  the  Indians 

agreed  to^  and  a  committee  appointed 

report  of  said  committee  read     . 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  Secretaiy 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  any  information  in  his  office  re- 
lating to  an 66 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply     ...      73 

the  report  concurred  in      -        •        -        -      78 

P. 

Fanners'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
refened l36 

Finances  and  National  Currency,  so  much  of 
the  Message  as  relates  to,  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee       ....      33 

Fisher,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        -      66 

Florida,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  relative 
to  land  claima  of,  referred       ...    182 
committee  discharged       ....    217 
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Follett,  James  B.,  Mr.  Hchenor  presented  the 

petition  o^  referred        ....    lOT 

FoUey,  Frederick,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -       -       -        -        -11 9^ 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     \A^^ 
read,  and  concurred  in      •        -        -        -    166  ^ 

Foreign  Commerce,  dec,  on  motion  of,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at 
their  next  session,  copies  of  the  treaties, 
laws,  dtc,  which  concern  our  -        -    916.. 

Fort  Wayne,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  road  from* 
to  Chicago 131' 

Fortifications,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be 

made  for        - 116 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -       -        -    116 

French  Crusers,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Portsmouth*  inraying  compen- 
sation for  the  depredations  committed  by, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       -        -    136 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  President  pro  tem.^  took  the 

Chair 9 

on  motion  of  Mr«  Goldsborough,  thanks 

voted  to 218 

address  oi&  to  the  Senate    ....    213 
Oarey,  James,  Mr.  ACason,  of  Virginia,  present- 
ed the  petition  oi,  referred      ...      46 
committee  discharged        ....      67 
General  Armstrong,  the  jMivatcer  armed  brtgt 
the  memorial  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  late,  was  referred     ....      67 
report  of  the  committee  read     ...      76 
report  ordered  to  be  printed       -       -        -      81 
amended,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State         ....      84 
General  StaK  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  organ- 

lang,  dbc,  read     .....     142 
read  a  second  time 146 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting payment  of  the  State  of,  for  the 
militia  called  out  under  authority  of  the 
United  States  for  defence  of  said  State 
against  Indian  invasion  •       -        -  ^ 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

report  of  said  committee  read    ... 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 

a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  payment 
of  the  said  claims,  retad  .... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        - 

a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  State  of,  under  the  articles 
of  agreement  and  cession,  &^,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         -....- 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  same  tenor,  read      .... 
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read  a  second  time 306 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  213 
•a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  aa» 
ihorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  to  the  State  of,  fifteen  per  cent, 

upon  her  quota  of  direct  tax,  dec.,  read  -  188 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -190 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  197 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  310 
Gilpin,  Edward,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred      -        -        -        -       .-  60 

Glendy,  Reverend  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  SO 
Goldshorougb,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  took  his 

seat 81 

Gorham,  James,  Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  place  the  name  of,  on  pension  list  1 18 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  dbe.  116 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -  201 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1817,  read       -        •  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  138 
reported  with  amendments        ...  139 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended      •  183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments   -  190 

Green,  James,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 116 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  •  -  201 
Green,  Joseph  G.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  -  •  •  183 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  I88 
reported  without  amendment  ...  20O 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       »  21^ 

H. 

Hagnei^  Peleri  a  blD  compensating,  read  -       -    149 
read  a  seoond  time     •       .       •       .       .    161 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    206 
Bampton,  Wade,  Mr.  Smitti  preoented  the  ^me- 
morial o^  referred  -        -        -        -  '     -    119 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  amioiAted  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  place  of 
R.  G.  Harper,  resigned,  pi^oduced  his  ere- 
denttalsy  Ac,         .        •        •       •        • 
Sardin,  Martin  D.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  Wm 
T.  Barry,  resigned,  was  qualified,  dbc 
speedi  of,  on  the  bill  eonoeming  internal 
mprovement         .       •       •       • 
Hargrave,  William,  Mr.  Fromenttn  presented 
the  petition  o(  referred  ... 
committee  discharged 
Barman,  J<to.    (See  Wm^il,  Peier.) 
Barrisville,  Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  a  pe 
titioB  of  ^  dtiiens  of,  praying  for  a  cer 
tain  mill  route,  referred 
Baalet,  William,  a  bill  from  tiie  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  rea^g  .        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused  as  amended 
Haalet,  John,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  •  -  .  «•  -  -69 
abiUforrelief  of,  read  -  -  -  -  82 
read  a  second  time  .....  85 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  -  92 
read  a  third  time,  and  pased      -        -        -      97 
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Havens,  Rensselaer.    (See  Jenkint,  Frtderitk) 

Heirs  of  deceased  Soldiers,  a  bill  to  lecoR  tin 

bounty  in  land  to,  in  certain  cism,  read  • 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       -      •     • 
read  a  third  time  and  passed     -      •     • 

Henderson,  Francis,  and  famfly,  Mr.  Hunter  pn- 
sented  the  memoiial  of,  reftmd    -     • 
committee  discharged       .... 
Hicks,  George.    (See  Tioeedy,  Mat.) 

Holmes,  Alexander,  and  BeBJammHoQgh,itiiII 
from  the  Honae  of  Reprsscntstnw  for  «• 
lirfof    -        -       -       -      . 
read  the  first  limo 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  lefemd 
reported  without  amaidmeBt    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Hofanea's  Hole,  a  bill  from  the  Hook  of  Hep 
sentatives  for  erecting  a  liglit-hooK  on 
the  west  chop  of,  twice  read       •     * 
read  a  third  time,  and  paand   -     •    - 
Holland,  Park,  a  Mil  from  the  House  of  ^ff- 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read   -     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred     •    * 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ai  loeBded  • 

Home  Department,  a  bill  to  sstebM  I,  reui  * 
a  second  time 

Hoepital  Surgeons  in  the  Navy,  a  biU  to  avthsr- 
ize  the  appointment  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time  •  -  •  -  ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  *  * 
reeomaHted  to  tiie  Naval  Couaitlee  • 
rraorted  with  amendmente 
indefinitely  postponed       *      '     *    .' 

Humes,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  piesefitsd  du  ^' 
tion  of,  referred      .       -      -     •     * 
adverse  report  thereon 
read,  and  concurred  in      -     v  ^;     ' 

Hunter,  WUliam,  of  Rhode  Isbiid,  took  hu  >»{ 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  HoonJ^ 
Representatives,  suppJementil  to  tie  ib 
to  regulate  the  duties  on,  letd     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  refencd     '     ' 
reported  without  amendment,  vi  «««^ 
to  a  third  reading  -       •     '     *     ' 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed   -      '  .  ' 
Mr.  Chace  submitted  a  iesotati0a«^«»"8 
the  collection  of  duttes  on  '     \ 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Comnutteeoi 

Ways  and  Means  •       '      '     1  tA 

a  biU  to  continue  in  force  the  act  fcrtw*  ^ 
provide  for  the  ooUectioD  of  dotissoBr'^  ^^ 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  wftned    /. 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ortiw  •"  ^j 

a  third  reading      *       ~      *      *     !  JiK 
read  a  third  time,  and  passsd    -     '     ' 

returned  from  the  House  of  RV«*"""  .  flj 
with  amendments,  and  agieed  to  • 

a  biU  from  the  House  of  ^'V^rZ 
suppleaental  to  the  aot  to  wfoWe  wr  ^^ 

dmtes  on,  read      -       *      /  .  \^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  refovid      '       j^ 
reported  without  amendmeat    - 


Iff 


•I* 


tr 
m 

109 

lit 
ID 
iti 

w 
47 

r, 
i« 
i» 
ui 

41 

n 

7! 

1$ 


9fl 


5C 


111 


ZUl 


INDEX 

SemUe  Proceeding*  and  /Mote*. 


TX9 


— r 


ImpoitB  and  Tonnfa    contiiiiwL 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned    ... 

a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatWea 
to  continiie  in  force  the  act  aapplemental 
to  the  met  to  regulate  dnties  on,  read 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 

reported  .without  amendment*  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed   ... 

Indemnification,  a  Message  from  the  President 
relative  to  the  conflicting  claims  of  Geor- 
gia and  Mississippi,  referred  .        •        • 

Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  ef&ct  certain,  read     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  making  appropriations  to 
enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties  with 
the,  dcc^  read        ..... 

read  a  second  time    •        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  add  passed     ... 

the  Ftesident  transmitted  copies  of  treaties 

with  sundry 

Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  eommittee 
WM  affMintod  to  inquim  whether  aiur 
JegielattTe  pnmsion  is  necessary  for  nd- 
mittins,  into  the  Union  .... 

report  of  sud  committee  read     ... 

recommitted  to  the  same  .        •        .       • 

the  credentials  of  the  Senatom  from,  refor- 
red  to  the  same  committee     ... 

a  resolution  reported  and  adopted  declaring, 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject    ... 

a  bin  to  provide  for  thi  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
o^read         ----.. 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

a  bill  from  the  president  of  the  convention 
that  formed  tbe  constitution  of,  with  a 
copy  of  dbat  instrument  ... 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  to  inq[uire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  land 
oflloe  in  the  eastern  part  of    - 

agreed  to,  and  resolution  referred 

Instmclions  from  State  Legislatures,  Mr.  Wilson 
submitted  a  resolution  that  the  Senate 
deem  it  inexpedient  that,  should  be  re* 
ceived  and  filed  ..... 
the  consideration  thereof  indeinitely  post- 
poned     

ktercourse  with  thelndian  Tribes,  Mr.  Williams 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating 
resohitiott  amended  and  agreed  to,  and  com- 
mittee appointed 

Internal  Dalies  and  Direct  Tax*  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  compre- 
hending statements  relative  to,  read 

Internal  Improvement.    (See  Banu*  cf  the  Oni» 

ied  Staief  Bank.) 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Repfosentatives  conoeming,  read   - 
read  a  seeond  time«  and  reftned 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 
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Jail,  Act  in  Alexandria,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia, 
presented  the  pcitition  of  the  levy  court  of 
said  county,  praying  pecuniary  aid  to 
erect  a,  referred     .....      73 

Jarvis,  Sarah,  and  others,  Mr.  Vamum  called  np 

the  petition  oi^  refenred  -  •  -  •  34 
eommittee  discharged       ....    SOI 

Jefferson's  Report,  on  the  privileges  and  restric- 
tions of  commerce,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar-         , 
bottr,  five  hundred  copies  of,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed 80 

Jenkins,  Frederick,  and  Rensselaer  Havens,  Mr. 

King  presented  the  memorial  o^  referred      67 

Johnoon,  O.  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Taylor  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  .    108 
committee  discharged        ....    sig 

Jones,  Philip,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  petition  o(  referred  ....      66 

Jourdan,  P.  and  B.,  Mr.  Fromentin  preeented 

the  petition  <£,  referred  ...    182 

committee  discharged        ....    soi 

Journal  of  Proceedings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, the,  so  for  as  connected  with  count- 
ing the  ballots  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  was  ordered  to  be  made  up  in 
conformity  with  precedent     •        -        •    1 17 

Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  to  establish  the,  read  -  181 
read  a  seeond  time  -  .  «  .  .  190 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    207 

K. 
Kidd,  Robert,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ..-.-.      19 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -        •        -        -      42 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -64 
Kindali,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

senUtives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  183 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  -  188 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 209 

King,  Rufus,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  -        -      41 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  create  a  Home  De- 
partment        69 

Kingsbury,  John,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 71 

committee  discharged  -      '-        -      82 

L. 

Land  Laws,  Mr*  Monow  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  the  •  .  -  -  -  86 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •        •        -      37 

a  bili  lo  aathorise  the  collection,  and  prinU 

ing  of  the,  read  •  •  -  -  - «  46 
read  a  second  time,  and  ofdersd  to  a  third 

reading         ....••      46 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -       •       .      62 
Lands  eeUt  a  report  firom  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasQiy,  with  a  statement  q(,  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  dec^  read    *     .       •       -        -    118 
Land  Titles,  Mr.  Fromentin  preeented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  re- 
specting, in  the  former  Territoiy  of  Or- 
leans reforred       182 

Laval,  Jacint,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginiat  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -  -        -      89 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  ...  97 
read  a  second  time  .....  100 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    108 
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Law,  ThomM»  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre* 

tented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Lawrence,  leaac,  and  othen,  a  bill  from  the 

Home  of  Repreaentativea  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     •        •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     .        .        • 

Laurens,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John*    (8ee  i/cn- 

denon.  Fronds,  andfamUy.) 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        -        .        . 
ordered  io  a  third  reading  •        •        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    • 
a  bill  authorising  subscription  lor  an  addi- 
tional Tolume  of  the,  rc^d 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
indefinitely  pos^>oned       ... 
Le  Blanc,  Louis  Charies,  Mr.  Fromentin  pre 
sented  the  petition  o(  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        - 
Lee,  Henry,  a  bUl  from  the  Houae  of  Representp 
atirea  for  the  xelief  o^  read  twice   • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria.    (See  Jail,  4«.) 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irromentin,  a  com 
mittee  was  appointed,  on  the 
report  of  joint  committee  on  the 
a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of  the,  read    • .     • 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  erection  of  a  building  for 

the,  read 

read  a  second  tune    .        -        •        - 
third  reading  negatiTed     ... 
Licenses  to  Di«tiiler%  dbc,  Mr.  Barbour  submit 
ted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  to  abol- 
ish the  duties  on,  d^    ... 
considered,  and  negatived 
Little,  William,  Mr.  Troup  preeented  the  peti 
tion  of,  reforred     .... 

Live  Oak  and  Red  Cedar,  Mr.  Morrow  submit- 
ted a  resolution  touching  the  reservation 
of  lands  producing  timber  of  • 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Land  Com- 
mittee -....-. 

a  bill  making  reservation  of  lands  contain- 
ing, read        ...... 

read  a  second  time    •       •       •       .       . 
wdened  to  a  third  reading          ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
Location  of  Creek  Lands,  Ax.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  making  provis- 
ion for  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta,  read  a  third 
time,  and  paased  as  amended 
Logan,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Hardin  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  pensions  to  the  infant  chil* 
drsn  of . 
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Logan,  Captain  James— oontiBUsd.  f^ 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  referenct  nide  •  M 

advene  report  thereon  coacorrcd  in  •     .  f 

Louisiana,  a  report  from  the  comminioDai  ior 

ascertaining  and  adjusting  cUinu  toW 

in  the  eastern  district  of,  nferred  •     •  n 


Macon,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  u  Teller  of  Eke- 

toral  votes ffl 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  oonoeraiiif  iotenul 

improvement         ^ 

Madison,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Houieof  Btpn- 
sentatives,  freeing  from  postsge  ill  ktten 
and  packets  to  and  from,  resd      •     •  M 

read  a  second  time ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .     .     •  14 
read  a  third  time,  and  pssisd    •     .     •  Ul 
Malcolm,  Heniy,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of  Btpn- 

sentattves  for  relief  of,  retd  -  •  •  57 
read  a  second  time,  and  lefened  •  ■  H 
reported  vrithout  amendment  -  •  -  7t 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  •  •  tl 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasisd  .  •  >  K 
Marine  Corps,  a  Mil  from  the  Hoose  of  Bflpen* 
tatives,  to  fix  the  Peace  BitibibkMil«f 

the;  read ^J 

read  a  third  time,  and  pssisd    .     •     •  W 
reported  without  amendmeDt    -     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     - 
Maritime  Predncta,  Mr.  Dana  sabnilted  ire»- 
lution  concerning  - 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •  *    ' 

Maricward,  William,  and  othen,  Mr.  Sinfiirt 

presented  the  pe^on  o(  referred  • 
Marquand,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yininif 

the  petition  o(  was  referred  •     -   J 
MarUn,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  BrowaprMBtMl   ^^ 

the  petition  of,  referred  •      -     '     ' 

Maryland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GoIdaboroogM^ 

Acting  Secretary  of  War  wii  m^ 

to  lay  before  the  Senate  tbe  jvoMUe 

amount  of  the  claim  of  tbe  Stale  of.  w 

mtutaiy  aervioes    -       *     '       . 

Maaon,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  «P^  ^^  |^ 

the  Military  EstablisbmeDt   -    /     ' 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  for  indefijutop*- 

ponement 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply    - 

Massachusetts,  Mr.  Yarnnm  snbmitted  tk  ns^ 
lution  of  the  Legislature  ot/PP«»^ 
agents  to  present  Oie  claim*  ««»»°*; 
against  the  United  Sutes  fci  ttto^**;   45 

the  memorial  of  tiie  Peace  Society  o<i     ' 
Mercantile  and  Manufacturing  I«»^,„„; 
Sanford  presented  two  msmonrii «» 
chants  of  New  York,  on  the  ^  ^   ^ 

referred         -        •       *     ,\.  ^^istatm. 
Merrai,John,Mr.Laoockpf«ssntedthei«ww»   ^ 

of,  referred     -        •       •       *  .^  ^d 
Message,  tiie  President's  annual,  wcsif»  •"     ,j 
read      -        .       -       -      *,    j  ^\^ 
two  Uiousand  oopiss  of  tiie,  ewe»a  w      j| 

nnntefl  *       *       *       *  •  ■»  j.. 

Mr.  Sanfdid  submitted  «m*^,]^'J^B. 
torefertiieserendsubje«tsoftbe,U>coiii    ^g 

mittees  -        •"*.'•'* 

resolutions  agreed  to        •      *      ' 
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Meaf  eDgen  in  BxecntiTe  Deiwrtments,  a  bill  «•• 
UbliBhiDs^  the  salariefl  of  the,  lead  - 

read  •  second  time    •        -        .        .        - 

ordered  to  m  third  reading  .        .        •        • 

Meascngera  and  senranta  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Rol^ 

erta  submitted  a  reaolution  conoemiog  the 

paj  of  the,  read      ..... 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        w        -        .        . 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      ... 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Wilson  aabmitted  a 

resolntion  asking  information  concerning 

the  sarrey  of         ..... 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  reqaeat  the  information  of 
the  President  of  the  United  BUtes  - 

a  message  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tressory  in  reply  to  the 
inquiiy  ...--. 
Mihtaiy  Establishment,  Mr.Tiehenor  sobmitted 
a  reaohitiion  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement 
oftbe 69 
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amended,  aiyragreed  to    -       -        -        - 

report  of  the%ecretaiy  of  War  in  reply 

a  rail  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 

making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the,  for  the  year  1817,  read  twice,  and  re- 

forred    ------- 

reported  without  ameadment     -        •        - 

amended*  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 

amendments  ------ 

report  from  the  Department  of  War,  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the,  for  the  past 
year      ------- 

Military  Peace  Eatabliriiment,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  submitted  a  reaolution 
to  inquire  into  ezpedieney  of  reducing  the 

a  bill  to  reduce  the 132 

Military  Bervices  during  the  late  War,  a  bill  from 

the   House  of  Representatives,  making 

further  provision  for,  read       .        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    -        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Militia  Laws  of  the  several  States,  Mr.  Barbour 

submitted    a  resolution  instructing  the 

Secretaiy  of  War  to  procure  copiea  of  the 

exirting 

considered  and  agreed  to  - 

Milledgeville,  Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait| 

the  Committee  on  Post  Offices^  dec,  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 

of  establishing  a  post  route  from,  to  Carnes- 

ville 

Miller,  James^  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred         .        .        .        • 
committee  discharged,  and  subject  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee     .        .        - 
said  committee  also  discfaaiged  .        -        - 
Mills,  Peter,  Mr.  Vamum  presented  (he  petition 
o(  referred    ------ 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  - 
Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Directors  of  the     -        -        . 
Mississippi  Territory,  the  President  of  the  Senate 
communicated  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
V     lature  of,  praying  admission    into  the 

Union,  read  ------      42 
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>i  Territoiy — continued, 
^on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  said  memorial  was 
^     referred  to  a  committee  of  five        - 
Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 

V  tain  members  of  the  Legislature  praying 
that  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  withr 

Vout  division,  referred  to  same  committee 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  western 
/  part  of,  to  form  a  constitution,  dec.,  read 
V read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        - 

V  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  .  . 
'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  • 
y  returned  from  the  House  of  Sepresentativea 

with  amendmenta         .... 

considered,  and  conouired  in      -        -        - 

a  bill  to  estabUsh  a  separate  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  eastern  part  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -       -        -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        . 

recommitted      ---•-. 

reported  without  amendment^  and  again  or^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading        .        -        • 

read  a  third  third  time»  and  passed    - 

the  President  of  the  Senate  communicated 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying 
an  additional  judge  east  of  Pearl  river,  re- 
ferred   -•----. 

the  Pnsident  also  communicated  another 
petition  of  the  same,  praying  the  adjust- 
ment of  British  claims  to  lands  in,  re- 
ferred  ------- 

committee  discharged        •        .        -        • 

Momoc^  James,  dedaied  President  of  the  United 

States,  elect 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  President  was 
requested  to  cause  to  be  delivered  the  no- 
tification of  his  election  to      -        -        - 

a  letter  from,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  time  at  which  he  will  take 
the  oath  of  office 

the  Inaugural  Address  of  -       -        •       • 

MontreuU,  Madame,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of    .        -       - 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 

Morrill,  David  L.,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Le- 

giaiature  of  JNew  Hampshire,  produced 

his  credentials,  dtc        ... 
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National  Currency,  Mr.  Campbell,  from  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  communicated  a  oor- 
lespondenee  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  a,  ordered  to  be 
printed  .-----  144 
National  University,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 

relatea  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee      38l. 
Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Representatives    concerning    the,    twice 
read,  and  referred  -       -        -       •       •    106 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    116 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    143 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    147 
Navigation  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  concerning  the  100 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  101 
reported  with  amendmenta  -  -  -  107 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       -        -    136 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       -    140 
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Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepreeenlatitee 
making  appiopriatioiM  for  the  aofpoft  of 
the,  for  the  jear  1817,  read    •        •        • 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  refomd 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time»  and  paawd     ... 

Neutral  Relationa,  a  Meomge  from  the  Preeident 

recommen^g  such  proTieione  by  law  ae 

may  secure  our,  refoned         .        •        • 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetivee 
more  effectually  to  presenre  our,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 

reported  with  amendments 

recommitted      •       .       .       • 

reported  with  further  amendments 

oraered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Kew  Hampshire,  a  letter  from  GoTemor  Plumer, 
presenting  a  map  of      •       • 

Newspapers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock»  the  usual 

resolution  pafsed  for  the  supply  of  - 
Nicholls,  Caleb,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  relief  of    •        -        -        - 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        • 

Noble,  James,  the  President  communicated  the 

credentials  of,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Legislature  of  Indiana   •        •        .        . 

appeared,  and  was  qualified       ... 

drew  the  let  to  serve  till  dd  March,  18S1,  • 

North  Carolina,  Mr*  Stokes  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
lands  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  re- 
served by  said  State,  &c.  •  .  • 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
Mr.  Macon  presented  the  resolutions  of  tiie 
Legislature  q(  adopting  the  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  proposed  by  Msssa- 
chttsetts 

O. 

Oathsy  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  explain  the  act  to  authoriae  certain  per 
t   . ,  ^  sons  to  administer,  read 
"  read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 
reported  with  amendments 
eidered  to  •  third  reading 
lead  a  ttod  limey  and  passed     • 
Otiver,  WiUiam,a  hU  from  the  House  of  Sepre- 
senlatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 
reparted  without  amendment     - 
read  a  third  timoi  and  passed 

Ohnstaad,  Levrls,  Mr.  Tiehener  pieeented  the 
petitioii  of^  lefoned       •       •       • 
a  bill  directing  the  dischaifu  ot,  from  im 

prisonment,  mad    «       •       . 
read  a  second  time    •        *       • 
ordered  to  a  third  waiting 
read  a  third  time,  and  jmised     • 
Opening  and  Cutttng  a  Road,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for,  read 
lead  a  second  tune,  and  refoned 
reported  without  amendmem     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
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Pip 
Orphans  and  Widows,  of  penonsdiiB  in  punie 
and  public  aimed  vesmb,  s  biM  to  imod 
and  explain  the  act  giving  peamni  to  the, 
read      -       -       -       -•••! 
read  a  seocmd  time    -  •     ■     •  i 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -     •     •  91 
read  a  third  time,  and  pum^   -     •     •  Itt 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Hoow  of  BcpnMBt- 

stives  for  relief  of II 

read  a  first  time 11 

read  ft  second  time,  and  refomd  •  •  H 
r^orted  without  amendment  -  •  •  S 
read  e  third  time,  and  negatifed  >  •  SB 
Otis,  John,  Mr.  Vamum  piesmted  tk  pHiliM 
of,  referred  -  -  ....  II 
omnmitlee  discharged  ...  10 

Otis,  Hanison  Omy,ftppoint0d  a  Soulpr^fhi 
Legislature  of  MasMirbMrtti,  'fuM 
his  credentials,  Ac*  .     .    '  Stt 

Owen,  Abndmm,  a  biU  from  thsHsoieorKip' 
reeentatives  for  rslisf  ef  thsvidfsiid 

children  of;  read ^^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened  •  •  ^^ 
reported  without  amendmeat  -  *  •  1» 
read  a  third  time,  and  psmsd    -     • 


no 


P. 

Page,  Joseph  R.,  Mr.  Sanfoid  ^nmOd  ikff 
tition  of,  referred    •       .      .     •    - 
adverse  report  thereon 
oonaideied  and  CMicttned  in     *     '    * 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Digptt  jKf 
sented  the  memorial  e^  pnjiai  •  ^ 
Isr,  referred  • 
Patterson,  Dsniel  T.    (See  Ron,  <?^J> 
Pattnson,  Alexander,  Mr.  RigflM  ptMitei  w 
petitioii  0^  refetred 
advene  report  thcnen  ooneonsd  ia  •     * 
Pattetson,  William,  and  others  Mr.  0^ 
reugh  preeented  the  fMn^^^^^ 


111 


14* 
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POy  and  EmolumenU  of  esitaia  flicp  ^jl* 
Army,  a  hiUfrom  the  Ho«i«fB¥<^ 
Utivee  respecting  tbe»  rmA  *     ' 
read  n  seoond  tisMb  and  refaiw 
vsMfted  witfiont  amendmiDt  - 
iadefinitriy  postponed  '    i' 

Pay  oCOffiesM,dte.,  of  theNat]r,abiH^>^ 
the  seoond  eection  of  set  concertf*!^ 
read  a  second  time    -       *      '     ' 
oidered  to  a  Ihnd  reading 
iendathfrdtiine,aiidpasisd    -     *. 
Penujlvattia^  Mr.  LaoodL  subnutte^ ti«w»- 
tioa  to  dmde  the  State  s^iBt*^^. 
ctaldistricts  -       -       -^   ^ 
agreed  to,  and  rreolution  ^'^"^luJtf, 
a  bill  to  divide  the  State  «f,  •»««'' 


read  ft  second  time    -       -      * 
ordered  to  a  third  raadiog 

read  a  thiid  time,  and  posHd    '  ^ ' 

Persons  escaping  from  service  oi  ms^A 

respecting,  resd 
read  ft  seoond  time  ••       * 
indefinitely  postponed 
Persons  *      ' 

Reprasentftta' 

for  relief  og 

8Ufe8,reftd 
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impriiSSfTwtt  ftoffl  ^  ^^rjfi 
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P^raons  impiiBoned— continued.  Page, 

read  a  aeQaBd  time,  raleiTed,  and  npoited 
witboat  amendment      •       .       •       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paised    -        •        • 
Peltiboiie,  Daniel,  Mr.  Lacook  preeeated  tlie  pe- 
tition of^  referred  •        •        -        •        • 
Pliiladeli^ay  Chamber  of  Commeffoe,  Mr.  Ro- 
faeiti  pmeftted  the  petition  of  tha^  le- 
fened 63 

Pi^na,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Monow  die  Com* 
mitteaottFiMitOacea,dECnWere  inetnict* 
ed  to  inqniia  into  the  expedient  of  eo- 
tabliihing  a  poet  road  from,  to  Fort  Wayne 

PUtfter  of  Paria,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Bepie- 
aentatiTea  to  regvlate  the  trade  in,  read 
threo  timee,  and  pawed  with  an  amend* 
■ant 

Porter,  Amaaa,  and  othen,  Mr.  Daggett  preeent- 
ed  the  petition  o^  referred      -      ,  • 

committee  diacharged  .... 
Poatmaater  at  Newark,  Mr.  Wiiaon  enbrnitted  a 
reaoltttbn  inetnicting  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offioea,  ftc,  to  inqmre  into  the  ex- 
pedienqr  of  increanng  the  oompenaalion 
oftiie 

agreed  to,  and  referred  acoordingl  j    • 

report  of  laid  committee  that  it  ia  inexpe- 
dient    •       - 

conndered  and  concurred  in      -       -       - 

Poat  Roads,  a  bill  to  establirii,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        - 

a  bill  from  tiie  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
alter  and  eatabUsh  certain,  twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   

Poat  Routes,  Mr.  Wiiaon  presented  the  petition 
of  sundiy  inhabitants  of  New  Jersi^  fyt 
the  establishment  of  certain,  referred 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  of  similar 
pttiport 

agreed  to,  and  refezred       .... 

Pf«*emption  Rights,  Mr.  Roggles  submitted  in- 
structions from  the  I^gblatore  of  Ohio 
relating  to,  in  the  reserrations  at  Lower 
Sanduskj 

Mr.  R.  also  submitted  a  resolution  in  ao- 
cordance  with  his  instructions 

the  resolution  was  agreed  lo,  and  refenred 

a  bill  giving,  in  the  case  mentionedr  lead 
twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

President's  House,  a  bifl  from  the  House  of  R^ 
fosentatives  to  provide  for  faraishing  the, 
read      -       

readaseoend  tune,  and  oidered  to  a  thkd 
reading * 

read  a  tUrd  time,  and  PfMod    *        .        . 

Printing  for  Congress  Mr.  Wiiaon  auhantted  a 

joint  resolution  on.  the  anbyeet  of,  read    - 

read  a  aeeond  time    -        -       .       .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       •       . 

Msoners  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Boase  of  Re^ 

resentatives  to  repeal  the  ad  for  the  aafe* 

keeping  of,  read     .       •        •        •        , 

read  a  second  tim«^  and  lefenrad        -        • 

reported  wiAout  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  aaading  •        •        -        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
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149 
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140 
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Proper^  lost,  dec.,  a  Message  from  tha  President, 

recommending  a  revision  of  tha  act  to  an* 

thoriae  payments  fer,  ftc       ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^nsentativea  to 

amend  the  aforesaid  act,  read 
read^  aaoond  time,  and  refened 
reported  with  amendments 
reoommilted      •       .       .       • 
reported  with  further  aasodments 
oraemd  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
a  motioDf  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  reconsider  the 

order  to  a  third  reading*  prevailed  • 
Mr.  Lacock  then  moved  to  leoonsider  the 
Tota  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  - 
which  motion  also  prevailed*  and,  the  first 
section  being  struck  out,  ibia  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  vrith  instmo- 
tions     .....•- 
reported  with  amendments,  as  instructed    - 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  concurred  widi 
an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to 
Public  Accounts,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prompt 
aettlement  of,  read         .        .        .        • 
read  a  second  time    -        •       •       •       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -       «        - 
read  a  third  time^  and  pssaed     •        •        • 
returned  from  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to, 
widi  an  amendment      .... 
Public  BuUdings,  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the   - 
a  bill  from  tha  House  of  Repposeotatives  for 
repairing,  dk^c,  read  twice,  and  reAvred  • 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  so  passed       •       •       •        - 
the  House  of  Repiesentatives  Abagreed  to 
tiie  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded 
Public  Debt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repvesent- 
ativea,  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
the,  read        .-...- 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  tbiid  reading       .        .        .        •        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  House  of  Represeatativea  disagreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  the  Senate  receded 
Public  Doeumento,  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  printing  the  tenth  volume  of«  read 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -        • 
read  a  third  timoi  and  passed     -       •        • 

Quarter-sections  of  Land,  Mr.  NoUe  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  a  aubdivinon  of  a 
certain  portion  of  the      - 
agreed  to,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  division  of  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time     .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Quorum,  usual  proceedings  in  relation  to  a 

R. 
Ransom  of  American- captives,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Reprasentadves  relative  lo  tibe, 
read      .-•-.-- 
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lUiiiom  of  Captivef— €ontinaed.  Fige. 

road  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         -        •    184 

.   reported  without  amendment     •        -        -ISO 

oxdered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -     146 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        -    147 

Rations,  Mr.  Lacock  inbmitted  areaolotion,  aak- 

ing  of  the  President  certain  infmnation 

concerning    ------ 

agreed  to.  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Preadent    - 

Reciprocity  of  Duties  with  Great  Britain,  a  Mes- 
sage fifom  the  President  on  the  subject  of 

Reed,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  hill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 
read      -        -        -       -        - 

Rogimental  and  Battalion  Paymasters,  Mr.  La 
cock  submitted  a  resolution  to  increase 
the  pay  of,  dtc.      -        -        - 

Sreea  to,  and  referred 
Terse  report  thereon 
considered,  and  concurred  in 

Register  and  Receiver,  at  Marietta,  Mr.  Ruggles 
submitted  a  resolution  to  increase  the  sal- 
aries of  the    - 

agreed  to,  and  referred 

a  bill  in  conformity  thereto,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed 
Regbter  of  Navy  Officers,  a  letter  from  the  dec 
retary  of  the  Navy,  accompanied  with  fifty 
copies  of  the  ------ 

Remission  of  Duties^  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  authoriiing,  as  therein 

mentioned,  twice  read,  referred,  and  re* 

ported  without  amendment    •        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        - 

Reports  of  Decisions  of  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to 
provide  for,  read  -  -  .  .  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  •  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representativee 
with  amendmenta,  and  agreed  to 

Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a  res* 
olution,  requesting  of  the  President  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  touching 
the  execution  of  so  much  of  the  Treaty 
with  Great  Britain  as  relates  to 

agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed,  dec. 

a  Message,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  reply 

Rieaud,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentetives  for  discbarge  of,  from  imprison 
ment,  read     .        -        •        •        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
leported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -  '      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Riddle,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ... 
adverse  report  thereon        .       -        -       .      38 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        •      46 
Ridgely,  William,  Mr*  Goldsborough  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        •      89 
advene  report  Umeoneoncumd  in   -       -    198  I 
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Roads  and  Canals^  on  motion  of  Mr. 

committee,  dec,  was  added  to  the 
ing  committees      -        .        . 
so  much  of  the  annual  Message  aa 

to,  referred  to  said  committee 
report  of  the  same     -        -        - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  pcepaip 
report  at  next  sesuon  a  plan  of 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  hie 
Rondi,  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Brown 
petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon 
considered,  and  concurred  in 
Rooms  for  Committees,  a  resoluiioa 
House  of  Representativee,  for 
a  joint  committee  to  allot,  read 
times,  and  concnrred  in 
Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  L.  Patteaaton. 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  relief  oi, 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Rowlee,  George,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

tbn  o^  referred      -        .        -        .       . 
adverse  report  concurred  in        •        -       • 

8. 

Sabin,  Flavel,  deceased,  a  bill,  autiiorixing  a  set- 
tiement  of  the  accounts  o^  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Sanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  con- 
cerning damages  and  interest 
on  tiie  bill  to  establish  a  Home  Depaitment 
Saraain,  Simon,  and  J.  B.  Aubert,  Mr.  Blown 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -       - 
Savage,  Teakle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repn- 
sentetives  autiioriaing  payment  of  a  turn 
of  money  to,  twice  read  -       -       .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Seavy,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  payment  of  a  som 
of  money  to,  twice  read         -       -      - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed 
Semple,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  praseated 
the  petition  o(  referred  ... 

Senate,  a  list  of  members  at  the  openiiv  ef  te 
session  of  the         -        .        .       .       - 
adjournment  and  special  session  of  tbe 
entrance  of  the  President  and  ex-Piesident 
of  the  United  States  and  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  into  the  diamber  of  the   S90 
SergeintHit-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,   Doo^eeper,  dsc*  l^* 
Vamum  submitted  a  lesolntioiL  instruct 
ing  the  Finance  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the 
agreed  to,  and  referred  aooordingly  • 
report  that  it  b  inexpedient       .        •        - 
read  and  concurred  in        •        -       •        - 
Seigeant-at*Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate, 
a  resolution  to  authoriie  payment  to  the 
aaststanto  of  the^  read  twice    -       -        - 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  ..       •        - 
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Seirioct  of  Mitttiay  Mr.  Ooldcboroagh  •nbmittad 

■  ntolutkA  raqoMtiDg  tke  Praflident  to 

eauM  to  be  lud  before  tbe  Senate  the 

amomil  of  money  paid  for,  during  the 

late  war,  dtc 51 

agreed  to,  and  a  oomniittee  appointed,  d^e«      64 
a  Me«age  transmitting  a  reply  to  the  reeo- 

iQtion 81 

Settlen  on  Pabtic   Lands  in   Mienarippi,  Mr. 

Mormw  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  aaid  Territoiy,  eonceming, 

retered  .••...      54 

a  bill  from  the  Uoose  of  Repteientatives  to 

oontinQe  in  fcxroe  the  set  relating  to,  read    19% 

read  a  second  time^  and  referred         -  194 

reported  without  amendment    •        .        •     109 

read  a  third  time,  and  poaeed    ...    Sll 

8hip  owners  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented  the 

memorial  of  sundry,  referred  -        -        -      78 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed     -        -      81 
Mr.  Msson,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
a  aimilar  memorial  •*        -        -    106 

Sbort,  Peyton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre> 

eentatireo  for  the  relief  of       -        -        -    183 

read 188 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -    189 

reported  without  amendment     •        .        •    SOO 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •        •        .    $16 
81iiibrick,  £dw«vd,  and  others,  Mr.  Fromentin 

preeented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     107 
an  adyerse  report  thereon  ...    135 

considered  and  concitned  in      -        •        -    130 
Bick  and  disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  Sanford  sobmit- 
ted  a  resolutio/i  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaenry  Ant  an  acconnt  of  moneys 
collected  for  the  relief  of        •        -        -      36 
eonsidered  and  agreed  to   •        -        -        •      37 
a  report  from  that  officer  in  reply      -        -      57 
Bifflonds,  Daniel,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        •        -        «        -184 
Bimpson,  Tobiae.    (See  Tweedy,  Robert,) 
Sinking  Fand,  report  of  the  Commiasioners  of  -     104 
Bixth  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 
a  resolution  respectiog  an  allowance  to 
the  judge  of  the,  for  eitra  duties     -        -    138 
agreed  to,  and  referred       ....     136 
a  bill  to  allow  additional  compensation  to 
the  judge  of  the,  read    ....    139 

read  a  aecond  time 143 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...     196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    904 
BUtc  Trade,  so  much  of  the  annual  Meassge  as 

relatee  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee      33 
Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  petition  of 
the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  in  Balti- 
more, on  the  subject  of  the,  referred  to 
Said  committee      .....      36 

Mr.  Roberts  preeented  a  similar  petition 
from  seTeral  States        ....      57 

Mr.  HorMy,  the  same        ....      66 

Smith,  William,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  South  Carolina,  in  place  of 
John  Taylor,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dec.         .....      67 

Bnuth,  Jedediah,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 67 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  •        -    301 
Bmith,  William,  senior,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  o(  refened       ....      71 


Smith,  William— continued.  Page. 
a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of,  from  im- 
prisonment, read 81 

read  a  second  time    .....      88 
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97 


37 

134 
136 
144 


64 

56 
68 
70 
73 

93 


19 


30 
33 


ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Smyth,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  Ms  papers   - 
Spain,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning our  relations  with      ^        .        . 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President    .... 

a  Message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State,  in  reply 

Spellman,  Oliver,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives directing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Sprigg,  Samuel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

Standing  Committees,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted 
sn  additional  rule  requiring  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain,  at  each  session,  twice 
read       ....... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  ,      - 

appointment  of  the  standing  committee  in 
pursuance  thereof  .... 

Stewart,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  amend  the 
act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to,  read      -        -        -        -        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Stewart,  J.  B.,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  .--.-- 
Stokes,  Mountford,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  in  place  of 
James  Turner,  resigned,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dtc. 

Stokes,  Wm.  B.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        .        . 

adverse  report  concurred  in        -        -        - 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the,  for  1817,  read   - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Summers,  Joseph,  and  John  Allen,  a  bill  from 
tiie  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read      ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Surveyor  of  the  Lands  in  the  northern  part  of 
Miisissippi,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  appoint- 
ment of  a,  read      .        .        .        .        - 

read  a  second  time 114 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    143 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        -    147 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .       .       •        •        •    183 

amendments  read,  and  sefened  -    190 
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144 


8vveyor  of  the  Lands,  dec — eontuiiied.  Pago* 

a  report  agreeing  to  eome  and  disagroeiiig 
to  otheriy  concnrred  in    •        •        -        -195 

Slupenaion  of  a  Rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harden, 
it  was  agreed  to  aospend  the  1  Itfa  mlo  for 
conducting  bnstnesa  in  the  Sonata  •    146 

T. 

Tafty  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTea  directing  the  discharge  o(  fiom 

imprisonment,  read        ....      41 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      48 

reported  without  amendment     •        •        -      66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        •        -      69 

Talbot,  bham,  of  Kentucky,  took  his  seat 

Taylor,  Waller,  the  President  communicated  the 

credentials  of,  a  Senator  from  ^  State  of 

Indiana,  which  were  read,  te. 
appeared,  and  was  qualified       -        •        • 
drew  the  lot  to  serve  till  Mareh,  1819, 
Taylor,  Richard,  senr.,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 

petition  o£,  referred        .... 
committee  discharged,  and  petitiDn  refon«d 

to  a  select  committee     - 
a  biU  granting  a  pension  to,  read 
read  aaecond  time    •       .        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     • 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatlTea 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in    - 

Tellers  of  Electoral  Votes,  appointment  o(  on 

thepart  of  the  Senate    -        .        .       .    m 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  reeolution 
relating  to  titles  to  lands  in,  derived  firom 
the  State  of  North  Carolina   ...      88 
amended,  and  agreed  to     .        •        .        .89 
a  bill  to  authorixe  tha  State  of,  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  in  certain  cases 
of  entries  and  locations,  read  •        •      66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  57 
reported  with  amendments  ...  60 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  80 
reported  with  further  amendmants  •  -  116 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -     181 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    iqq 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Public  Landa 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing  a  new  district  for  survey  of  public  lands 

south  of gg 

agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly     •        .     100 
Territories  of  the  United  StaUs^  a  bUI  from  tha 
House  of  Representatives,  further  to  ragn* 
late  the,  read         •       •        .       •        .    308 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed     ...    203 
Texas,Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  province  o^  prmrinf^ 
a  grant  of  land  in  Louisiana,  referred     •      68 
committee  discharged        ....    3^7 
Thacker,  Reuben,  and  Wyatt  Lanthiop,  on  mo- 
tion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing  Um  namea 
of,  on  the  list  of  pensioners    ...    190 
Thomas,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Laoook  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred       -       •116 
Timber  lor  Naval  puiposas.    (See  lies  Ooi.) 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  declared  Vice  President 

elect      -.-.•..    116 


ToMpkins,  Daniel  D.^<ontinued.  hp. 

on  motiim  of  Mr.  Maeon,  the  PmidiBtof 
the  United  Slates  was  reqosilsd  ti  em 
notice  to  be  given  to,  of  Ihb  dsdiMi     •  W 
appeared  at  the  special  iwisB,  aad  tmkilt 

Chair ili 

Touhnin,  Hairy,  Mr.  Talbot  pnsentei  the  mt 

nonal  of,  sefomd .  •     •     .  t{ 

Tfeacey,  Elisha,  Mr.  Daggett  presntedtbipKi- 
tiono^refoned     -  .     .     .  i 

committee  dischaiged,  and  leave  gmtodlo 
withdraw  his  papers  .     .     .   n 

Tkading-Houses  with  Indian  TribM,  on  nolioB 
of  Mr.  Moimv,  Ike  Coaaisittfle  oa  PiUi 
Lands  wwa  tastmeted  to  riport  t  hi 
concerning    •        -       .      •     •    •  IX 
a  bill  to  continue  m  Ibsee  the  sot  Mtokfah- 

ing,  twice  read ^^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  paswd   •     .    *  M 

TMnsportetion  of  Ptaaona  of  Gskr,akaNpMk' 

ing  the,  nad  •       -       .      .     •    •  ^ 

read  a  saoend  tiflaa    •       .      .     .    .  N 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  *      •     . .   •  10 

read  a  third  tiBM,  and  pMed    •     •    •  Ut 

Treasuier  of  the  United  Statse,  te  ffwail » 

count  of  the,  communicated  •     .    •  w 
TNasory,  report  of  liM  Seenlaiy  of  tkt,  h  ab» 

diencetolaw         -       ..•>.» 
Tsaasoiy  Notes,  a  biU  horn  Hoase«f  ihpRNi* 
taliva%  to  repeal  00  much  of  asytrtntf* 
in  force  aa  asthorius  a  loan  sf  nn^  * 

the  issue  of,  read ^g 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened  *  J^ 

reported  withont  amendnsBt    *     *     '  !. 
read  a  third  tiin%  and  pasied   •     -     '  ^'' 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  BspartMoto,  t  Id 
from  the  House  of  RepresBntrtini  ^ 
plemantary  to  the  act  faitbBr  to  tam 
the  several  note  establiBhmg,lce^ni< '  }|; 
read  a  second  time,  and  rsfeood 
reported  without  amendment    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasied   -     *     ' 
TiDup,  Qoorge  M^  appointed  Soaalor  bf  »  ^ 
gidatUKsof  Georgia»inpl4«of^*^'   ,, 
Bibb,  pioitaieed  his  credsalisli^^  J 
Tiiiner,  Thomas,  a  bill  concemiagtlMliaii^  ^ 

l^^teee  o^  road  *      *     '    * 

readaaeoond.time»andathird]*id0fO*^    ^ 

atived   -        -       •       "*•'♦• 
Tweedy,  Robert,  and  otheif,  a  'f"^   .  ^90 

grant  extra  allowance  to,  tm»n^     '^  ^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '     '.^ 
Tyler,  John,  and  Tiueman,  etocnlw  «  l»r 

Turner,  Mr.  GoldsboraugkpeientaLa<   ^ 

petitton  o^  lefened 

(See,  above^  Tttrntr,  Thom») 

U. 
Unckimed  Pensions,  a  biU  ftom  the  H^* 
Represenutives  diiecting  As  taam  ^  ^^ 
dec,  read       -       •       •      '     '     .  iM 
read  a  second  time   -  *     *     .  SK 

indefinitely  posUioned       -      '      '.v- 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Maya,  of »»  ^^ 

ginia,  presented  the petitioDof     • 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  fiom  w '^•^  ^^ 

master  General  of-       •      "  *. *  »a. 
Upton,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Adaffli.  m^  ^^ 
mun  presant»d  the  petition  o(  rtlfitta     ^ 

committee 
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Vandyke,  Nicholas,  the  credentimis  of,  as  ap- 
pointed  Senator    by  the  Legialatare  of 
Delaware,  were  read,  and  filed        •        •     118 
Vaa  Horn,  Edward,  Mr.  Rugglea  presented  the  ^',^^ 
petition  of,  referred         ....      36 
committee  discharged         ....    201 
Veto,  the  Prendent's,  on  the  bill  concerning  in- 
ternal improvements      -        -        -        -311 
V^iUard,  Andrew  J.,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        .      88 
adterse  report  thereon       •        •        -        -     116 
considered,  and  concarred  in     -        -        -     119 
Villere,  JanMSy  a  bin  from  the  House  of  R^re^ 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of«  read       -        -    183 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •188 

reported  wicfaoot  amendment*    ...    SOO 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed.    •        •        .    215 

Viiiien,  Jnmonville  de,  a  biU  from  the  House  of 

Representattves  for  relief  of   -        •        -    183 
read,  passed  to  a  lecond  readmg ;  reierred  -    188 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        •    200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    216 
Yincennes,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Taylor*  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establuhing  a  post  route  from, 
to  Fort  Harrison    .....      69 
Vinef,  a  bill  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
cultivation  of,  read         -        -        -        -    108 
read  a  second  time    ....        -    114 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    137 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...     139 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in       -     197 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,*  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  extending 
the  time  for  locating,  Sec,  twice  read,  and 
indefinitely  postponed    •        -        .        .    217 
Votes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Macon,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  join  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the        ...     107 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        .        .111 
message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

that  they  had  appointed  a  committee      •     113 
ceremony  of  counting  the  -        -        -        -    1 14 

W. 

War  Department,  report  of  expenditures  and  ap- 
plication of  moneys  from  the          -        -  42 
Washington,  the  Gitf  of,  a  bfll  directing  the 

sale  of  certain  public  grounds  in,  read     -  66 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .        .        •  66 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          •        -        .  66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     >        -        -  68 

Washington    Canal  Company,  report  of  the 

President  and  Directors  of  the,  read        -  90 
Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  Dana  reported  a 

resolution  on  the  subject  of    .        -        -  197 

considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        •        -  202 

Wells,  William  H.,  of  Delaware^  took  his  seat  •  20 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repie- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read       -        -  183 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -189 

reported  without  amendment    •        •        .  192 

amended,  and  ordered  to.  a  third  reading    -  207 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMod    *        •        -  210^ 
I4th  OoN.  3d  Skss. — 44 
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Wells,  Assy  a  bill  from  tha  House  of  Represent* 

stives  for  relief  of  -        >        -        .        .     183 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    188 
reported  without  amendment    ...    200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    2I6 
Western  Turnpike,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe-* 
tition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  respecting  a  d^aoge 
in  the-       •       -       -        .       .        •64 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -66 
Widows,  dbe^  of  Soldiers,  Mr.  Wilson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Military 
Committee  to  inquire  what  further  pro- 
visions are  necessary  for  securing  the 
bounty  lands  to  the        -        .        -        -      72 
considered  and  agreed  to  •        •        •        -74 

Williams,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  -        -      33 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      84 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -      85 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      37 
Williams,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex. 
ecoUve  of  Tennessee^  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dtc ......    107 

Williams,  Charles,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of    -        -        -    183 
read^  and  passed  to  a  second  reading        -    188 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    189 
refiorted  without  amendment     ...    198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    207 
Winchell,  Peter,  Thomaa  Bell,  and  John  Her- 
man, Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire   into  the  propriety  of  granting 
compensation  to    -        •        -        -        -      68 
agreed  to,  and  referred       ....      63 

Y. 

Yamal,  Amos.    (See  Bolton,  Aquilla.) 
Tamall,  John  J.,  a  bUl  for  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  read  ...        -    136 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        -     139 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    146 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .     •  .     147 

Yeas  and  NsySf  on  amending  the  motion  for  *•• 

peal  of  the  Compensation  act         -        -      22 
on  concurring  in  the  adverse  report  oa  the 

petition  of  James  Humea .     -        -       -      7JL 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their 

report  on- the  exchange  of  territoriee      -      78 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to 

employ  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and 

exeeute  certain  paintings       -       -       -      79 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  admit  the 

Western  part    of  Mississippi  into  the 

UnioQ r.     '      ^ 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Com- 
pensation act         -        ....      90 

on  postponing  the  same  indefinitely  -        -      92 

on  final  passage  of  said  bill       ...      92 

on  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations to  enable  the  President  to  hold 
treatiea  with  the  Indian  tribes         -        -      97 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  property 
lost,  Ac 106 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  passing  the  same, 
to  a  third  reading U2 

on  agreeing  to  a  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour 
reUtive  to  the  journal  of  proceedinga     -    117 
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Ym0  and  Nays — continued.  Pag«. 

on  agraeing  to  recontidar  the  voto  on  the 

property  bUl 119 

on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  said  bill  120 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  fagitiTe 

slave  bill 183 

on  amending  the  same  ....  1S4 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

reports  of  decisionfl,  See.  ...  13S 
on  postponing  for  a  week  the  bill  relating 

to  persons  escaping,  d^c.  -  •  -134 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  eneotti* 

age  the  oaltivation  of  the  vine  -  -137 
on  agreeing  to  an  alteration  of  the  Journal  138 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  ooncenilng 

certain  crimes,  Ac.  ....  147 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion 

to  reduce  the  Military  Establishment      -     164 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Y^t. 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  internal 
improrement  bill    •        -        -    '    -         -    18? 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  sAthor- 
ize  Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  &c.  -        -    19! 

on  amending  the  internal  improrement  hill  IM» 

187 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading  •  IK 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  same  -  -  W. 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...  tl! 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
incorporate  certain  District  banks   -        >    IS: 

on  indefinite  postponement  oi  the  hill  oon- 

corning  neutral  relatioBs        -        -        .196 
on  the  final  passage  of  tho  sttme        -        .   2K 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  rqgvJate 
the  trade  in  plaster  of  Pane   -        -        .   M 
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Abbott,  Edward  and  John,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
d^c,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  the  pay  due  to^ 
for  RoTolationary  serrices  •  .  -  970 
Abolition  Society,  of  Kentucky,  a  report  on  the 

petition  of  the 266 

Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  the  petition  of  the 

Pennsylvania 843 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers,  Mr.  Lowndes 
laid  before  the  House  letters  from  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 

respecting  the 697 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    .        .        .        .        .        .        .    S33 

Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts,  a  new  mem- 
ber, was  qualified,  &c   -   ''    -        .        .    299 
Addition  to  the  Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Atherton 

submitted  an        •        •        .       •        .    933 
amended,  and  agreed  to    •        -        -        •    996 
Additional  Judicial  Bistriet,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  the  Committee  on  the  Jadieiary 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Mississippi  Territory        -        -        -    413 
Additional  Land  Offices,  a  biU  fi>r  the  establish- 
ment of,  read  twice       ....    746 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...  1953 
AfBda^its,  Bail,  dtc.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  oon- 

cemtng         ......  I05t6 

read  twice 1026 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1033 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1036 
Afiriean  Sle^^  Trade,  appointment  of  a  eeleot 

committee  on  the 234 

report  of  said  committee    ....    939 
Alien  flutiei^  a  bill  authorising  repayment  of  cer- 
tain, read  twice 923 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1053 
Allen,  Thomas  J.,  report  on  the  petition  of       .    373 
Allen  John.  (8ee  Sutntner^^  Joieph.) 
Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  ofas  Chaplain  -    244 


Pagi. 
American  Bible  Society,  report  on  the  petitioB 

of  the,  read    -        -        -         -        -       -    746 

American  Manufactures,  Mr.  Hopkinson  pre- 
sented a  petition  ojf  the  Philadelphia  Soci- 
ety for  promoting,  referred      ...  lOS 
Mr.  Cady  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

New  York     -        -        -        .        .       -  10« 
Mr.  Hulbert  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

Massachusetts lOIC 

Amosophic  Society,  the  Speaker  presentsd  the 
petition  of  certain  cadets  of  West  Point, 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation  -  -954 
Annuities  to  the  widow  and  children  of  A.  H. 
Dohrman,  papers  communicated  in  re- 
lation to  the isr 

Archer,  Stephenson,  of  Maryland,  took  bis  seat    tSS 
Armon,  Nancy.  (See  Black,  Sa mudt  and  Mkers.) 
.\rms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  nert 
session,  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
contracts  made  for  the  supply  o(  Ac     -  1024 
Armstrong,  J.    (Bee  Blaek^  Samtttl^  amdoikff^*') 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peter,  the  Military 
Committee  were   instructed  te  iminire 
whether  any  alteration  is  aeccaaaiy  in 
the  present  system  of  aupplring  provisioBs 
for  the  -        .        -        -        .        -        -    2» 
Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  that  it 

is  inexpedient  to  reduce  the,  read  twice    4M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    461 
Army  and  Militia,  a  bill  malQng  additional  ap- 
propriations to  defray  the   expenses  of 
the,  during  the  late  war,  read  twice        -    9SS 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        -  1011 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameodmenti  100 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  10($ 

Artillery,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  sttch  atten- 
tions in  the  organisation  of  the  carps  as 
will  place  it  on  an  equal  footing,  sm  to  prcH 
motion,  with  other  corps  of  the  Armj    -   IK 
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AitiUery— continued.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Hammond,  the  Secretaiy 
of  War  was  directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  number  of  officers,  dec,  in  the  corps  of  -    464 

Atherton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  concerning  property  lost, 
Ac       .....•'.    461 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  vaecina^ 

tion 468 

Attorney  General,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con* 

<^rning  the,  twice  read,  dec   •        -        -    508 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    610 

Aveiy,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified,  d^c         ....    S61 

B. 

Btbbitt,  James,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 1018 

Bier,  George,  of  Maryland,  took  his  seat  -        -    231 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  a  bill  lo  incorporate  the, 

twice  read,  dbc      .....    366 

(See  Diafrid  of  Cohtmbia^) 
Bank  of  the  Umt«d  States,  Mr.  Forsyth  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  ......    419 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  oommittee        •    435 
a  report  thereon  road  ....    454 

ordered  to  be  printed         ....    459 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1063 

Mr.  F.  also  submitted  resolutions  concerning 

the  illegal  assumption  of  powers  by  the  -    476 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -716 

Bankruptcy,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 

of,  twice  read 276 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1025 
Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  charters  of  certain,  read  twice  -    346 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    847 
Bar  of  certain  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chap- 
pell,  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  several  laws  touching  the  -        -    356 

Barbour,  P.  P.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 
Forsyth's  motion  respecting  the  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims       -     249,  281 
remarks  o^  on  his  resolution  concerning  mil- 
itary bounty  lands  ....    337 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections    416 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  concerning  pro- 
perty loct,  dec.       .....    423 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay 429 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 

Bounty  Lands 451 

■peech  o^  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act      -----        -    516 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ....    520 

on  the  bill  relating  to  internal  improvements    893 
Bassett,  Mr.,  remarKa  of,  on  counting  the  Blec- 

toral  vote  of  Indiana      ....    946 

Bate,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    -    765 
amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    7  1054 
Bateman,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  speech  of,  on  the 

repeal  of  internal  duties  ...    992 

Bayou  St.  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authoriz- 
ing vessels  departing  from  the  town  of,  for 
foreign  ports,  to  clear  out  at  New  Orleans  1025 

read  twice         -^ 1026 

vead  a  third  time»  and  passed     •       -       •  1037 


Page. 

Beaumarchais,  a  Message  from  the  President  in 

relation  to  the  daim  of  -        -        -        -    801 
Berkshire  Agricultural  AssociaUon,  Mr.  Hulbert 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred  to 
select  committee    -        .        .        .        .    769 
Betts,  Samuel  R.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  -    283 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con- 
cerning property  lost,  dkc.      ...    369 
Bienvenue,  Antoine,  a  bili  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -        .  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
Bingham,  Luther,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    269 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    296 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    297 
Birdsall,  James,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat      .    231 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat  -    297 
Black,  Samuel,  and  tfthers,  a  bill  authorizing 
payment  on  certain  loan  office  certificates 
therein  mentioned,  read  twice,  and  referred    843 
Board  of  Agriculture,  a  bill  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional, read  twice 1018 

Boisgervais,  James  H.,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
Bonus  of  the  United  States  Bank.     (See  Inter- 
nal Improvement) 
Boss,  John  8.,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat    •    243 
Bounty  to  soldiers  enlisted  prior  to  the  war,  an 
adverse  report  on  the  proposition  to  grant, 
concurred  in  -        -        •        -        -        -  1018' 
Bradbury,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speech  of)  on 

the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill      •        -    806 
Bradley,  Henry,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1018 
Breadstuffii,  dtc,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  petition 
from  Maine,  praying  an  act  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of,  referred  -        -        -        -     610 
Brevet  Officers.    (See  Pay  and  Emolument  of 

certain  Offieere.) 
Briggs,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Cable 1069 

Brothers,  Henry,   Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  remuner- 
ating, for  losses,  dbc      ....    278 
agreed  to,  and  committee  instructed  •        -    279 
Brown,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts,  took  his  seat    23 1 
Buck,  Anthony,  report  on  the  petition  of,  reversed, 
and  a  committee  ordered  to  report  a  bill 

Ibr  his  relief 936 

a  Mil  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  read 

twice 937 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1056 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        -  1064 
Buckmaster,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 911 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1085 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMed    .        .        -  1037 

Burnside,  Robert,  a  bili  for  relief  of,  read  twice    769 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1053 

C. 

Cady,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on  the 

Vaccination  bill     -        -        -        -        -    864 

on  the  contested  election  of  Missouri  Dele- 
gates     414,416 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compenaation  act  •    705 
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Ctdj»  Mr. — continued.  Ptge. 

on  the  CommerciftI  Intercoone  bill    •        -    787 

in  replj  to  Mr.  Taylor's  objection  to  coont* 
ing  the  vote  of  Indiana  -        ...    946 
Calhoanv  John  C.»  remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to 
auapend  the  execution  of  the  act  authori- 
sing payment  for  property  loat,  dec.        -    391 

on  hia  motion  to  set  apart  the  bonus  for  in- 
ternal improTement        ....    297 

on  Mr.  Pickens's  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution         811 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con- 
cerning property  lost,  dtc.      ...    890 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  on  that  subject  •        -    486 

remarks  oC,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  motion  con- 
cerning the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  -    481 

in  reply  to  Measrs.  Robs  and  Fony  th  on  the 
same  subject  .....    433 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Wilde  on 
the  same  aubject 434 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act 674 

in  explanation  to  Mr.  Conner    ...    663 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  to 
enforce  neutrality  .....    747 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkinaon         .        •        •    762 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  internal  improve- 
ments .......    861 

remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  counting  the 
votes  of  Indiana    .....    946 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Military  fstablishment    966 
Cttudian  Refugees,  report  on   the  petition  of 

certain,  read  .....    477 

Canadian  Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brooks^ 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and 
extra  pay  to  certain      ....    368 

a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act,  d&c,  read  twice    468 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  10S4 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1086 
Canal  Companies,  a  bill  to  authoriie  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe  for  stock 
in  certain,  read  twice,  dtc     ...  1004 
Carr,  James,  of  Masaacbusetts,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified 230 

Captives  by  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  remune- 
rating those  who  had  redeemed  by  pur- 
chase the       761 

Gtiriages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  of  New  Yoc^ 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  act  laying  duties  on       -    269 

committee  reported  inexpediency        -        •    987 
Carter,  Landon»  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  the  heirs  of,  twice  read  and  committed    366 

reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

theUble 1067 

Carter,  Wm.  B.,a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  the  heirs  of 1068 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  1066 
Caslard,  Peter,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -    644 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1036 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        •  1037 
CasUnadoi  John  de,  a  bill  for  relief  of,read  twice    844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1086 

read  a  third  Ume»  and  passed     -        •        -  1087 


.m 


Caze,  Jame%  and  John  Richauil,  a  hiD  k  lebf 

o^  twice  read iii 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •     •  IQS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      •     •  10}; 
Caxeau,  Francis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  far  nfaf 

of  the  legal  representatives  of  •  •  If!) 
twice  read,  and  refiirred  ....  ;es 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  *  IIX 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     •  IM 

read  a  third  time^  and  paand    -      •     •  IM 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Wnkiaitau 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  iwinmifUi 
referred         -        -       .      .      .     .  W 
Certain  Officers,  a  bOl  for  the  relief  oi;i«i4tkm 

times,  and  passed  .      .     •  lOS 

Champlin,  Stephen,  adverse  report  on  tiia  peti- 
tion oi,  concurred  in      •      •     .     •  IIK 
Ghapiains,  a  measage  irom  the  Senate  in  niaim 

to  the  appointment  d,  agreed  to   •    •  ^ 
Charitoble  Institutions,  Ac^  Mr.  Kiiif,flniM' 
sachusetts,  submitted  a  resototioarippt- 
priating  two  millions  of  doUsn  to  kip- 
portioned  among  the  States,  &e.,ir    •  9U 

Chesapeake  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GokUmwi^ 
a  committee  was  appointed  teitqiertibi 
the  Piesideal  wonld  csnss  to  be  itportej 
at  next  eeasion  what  steps  hsd  beet  tikcB 
in  relation  to  the  defences  of  the 

Olmaney,  Samuel,  the  committee  oa  tke  pditiH 
of,  discharged 

Chew  and  BeU.  (See  Marquii  de  Mam  iZoitft] 

Ohickaaaw  Nation,  00  motion  of  Mi.JUjmt, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  l«  1»J 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  report  oj 
the  Commissioners  appointed  toiiii(i>A^ 

anrvey  a  road  through  the     • 
report  from  the  acting  Secretiiy  of  Wii  is 

reply 

a  bill  making  appropriation!  lor  opeoiiV 

and  cutting  a  road  through  the,  read  twia  JJ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  10 

read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    '     '     '   ^ 
Chism,  William,  a  bill  for  reEcf  o(;  teed  twice  •  w 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        '      *     '  j^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    •      '     ' 
Church,  Thomas  R,,  committee  on  the  ^^  ^^ 

of,  discharged         -       •      *     '  .  •' 
Cilley,  Bradbury,  of  New  Hampehife,  ^  "*  3^ 

seat       -        -        .       -      •     * 
Circuit  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Ciicuil, »  bUi  ?»• 

viding  additional  compeo«»»  ^  ^*[  fn 
read  twice      -        -       -     "      ' 
(See  Sixth  Cinwi:) 
Circuit  Judges,  a  biU  aothorixiag  tbe  i^  ^. 
ment  ot,  twice  road,  and  ^^^^^'^fLi  ^ 
committee  discharged,  and  hill  «»"*     ^ 
the  Judiciary  Committee       *      '     ^  ^ 
another  bill  reported,  and  twice  '••V,  •. 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  etanding  «*«" 

Clarke,  Archibald,  of  New  York,  oew  ineiBbtf|  ^ 


« 


tf 


•«•»  qualified,  dtc  _„^^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  biU  relating  U)  prop«9  ^ 

lost,  dec.         -        -        •       ■     .  '  Ja 

on  the  biU  for  relief  of  tuSuen  donng  «-  j^, 


late  war 
Claxlon,  James,  eitra  oompeniation 

for  faithful  services 


gnaMd 


t»» 
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Honrne  Frooeeding9  and  IkbaieM. 


Page. 
Clay,  Henry,  8pMker»  ipMch  of,  on  Uw  bill  to 
•mend  tne  tet  MiUiaittuiv  payment  lor 
property  lost,  &c.  •        •        •        •     883, 436 
remarke  <^,on  tiie  bill  for  ■ubsialence  of  the 

amy 469 

speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  repeal  tlM  Compan- 
sation  act      -•••••       •    496 

on  the  bill  conoeming  neutral  relations  •  740 
on  the  oommercial  iatereouiie  bill  •  -  788 
on  Mr.  Foriyth's  sabitituta  lor  laid  bill  -  816 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkinton  ...  827 
on  the  motion  to  atrike  out  the  eecond  sec- 
tion of  the  bUl        838 

on  the  bill  oenoeming  internal  improvi^ 
menia    -------    866 

a  vote  of  thanks  to,  as  Speaker  -        -        -  1067 
address  of,  on  adjourning  the  House  Mneifie  1070 
Clayton,  Mr.,  of  Delaware,  speech  oi;  on  the  Ull 

to  repeal  the  Compensation  act      •        •    646 
Clendennin,  Mr.,  a  motion  of,  Ibr  leave  to  comet 

hie  ▼ote,  negatived  »        •        •        •    44S 

Clerks,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi* 
ency  of  amending  the  act  Using  the  com<- 

pensation  of 709 

Clerks  and  Mesaengera,  a  bill  to  Togulate  and  fix 

the  compenaaUon  of,  read  twice,  dbc.       •    936 

Clerka  of  Committeea,  Mr.  Jaekaon  aabmitted  a 

reeotutkm  for  the  appointment  of  three   •    771 
eonaidered,  and  rejected     -        •        •        -    801 
CllObrd,  Thomaa  and  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read      ------  1087 

read  a  thii^  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1044 
Coles,  Mary,  Mr.  Whitehead  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -----    844 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
penaaiion  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   9M 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1064 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      .        -        •  1066 
Colonization  Socisty,  Mr.  Randolph  preaented 

the  petition  of  the,  read  -        -        -    481 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  African 
Slave  Trade 689 

M  r.  Yancey  preaented  the  petition  of  Prienda 
infarorofthe 608 

Mr.  Pickering's  report  on  the  aubject  of     -    989 

Columbia  Turnpike,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  ex- 

tenaion  of  the,  read  twice       -        .        •  1008 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    •        •       •  1019 

Columbian  Inatitute,  Mr.  Forayth  preaented  the 

petition  of  the        -        -        -        -        -    770 

Columbian  Inaurance  Company,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the,  read  twice    -        -        •        •    897 

Commerce  and  Manufacturea,  appointment  of  the 

atanding  committee  on  • 
Commercial  Intercourae,  a  bill  conoeming,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        •        •        -    696 
reported  with  amendments        ...    840 
Commiaaariat  of  the  Army,  a  letter  from  Oene- 

ral  Gainea  on  the  aubject  of  a         -        -  1865 
Commiaaioner  of  Claima,  Mr.  Forsyth  submitted 
sundry  resolutions  respecting  deckioAs  of 

4he 846 

the  reaolutiona  agreed  to    •        •        •        -    261 
on  explanation  by  Mr.  F.,  the  vote  was  i«- 
conaidered,  and  the  reeoltttion  — '^*~^ 


Commissioner  of  Glaims---continued.  Page, 

the  reaolntieii  to  euspend  the  decisions  of  the, 

laid  on  the  Ubie 890 

a  bill  to  amend  iSbm  act  anthoriaing  payment 
of  claims  for  property  lost,  dec.       -        -    898 
(See  Pnpertv  h$t,  ^c.) 
Commiaaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  the 
Speaker  laid  before  the  Houae  a  letter  from 
tiie,  tranamitting  aundry  reporta     -        •    866 
Commiaaioner  «f  Loana,  a  bill  to  aboliah  the  elBce 

of,  &C.,  read  twice         .       .       -        .    985 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1043 

read  a  third  tuae^  and  paaaed    -        -        -  1045 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenta  1065 
eonaidered,  and  concurred  in      •        •        -  1065 
Commiaaioner  of  PuUie  BuildiDgs,  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  fork,  aubmitled  a  reaolution  to 
inquire  of  the,  what  haa  retarded  the  re- 
paira  of  the  South  wing,  dbc  -        -        -    640 
Committee  Rooma,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sharps  a 
joint  committee  af^xnnted  to  aaaign  to  the 
committees  of  either  Houae  appropriate, 

dec,  twice  read 611 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        .    689 

Commutation  of  Bounty  Landa,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Nelaon,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorialng  a    868 
a  bill  to  authorixe  a,  read  twice,  dec.  -        -    468 
Compenaation,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelaon  aubmitted  a 
reaolution  to  inatmct  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
changing  the  mode  o(  which  the  Houae 
refused  to  conaider         ....    332 
Mr.  Johnaon  aubmitted  a  reaolution  of  a 

aimilar  purport,  which  waa  agreed  to       -    843 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  changing  the  mode 

of,  read  twice 818 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -    708 

read  a  thbd  time 718 

findly  paaaed 718 

Gumstock,  Oliver  C,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat    881 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  con- 
cerning property  lost,  Sec*       -        •     434, 440 
on  Uie  Compensation  bill  -        •        •        -    646 
introductory  of  a  resolution  conoeming  In- 
dian captives 768 

Conner,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the 

Compenaation  act         ....    037 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun    -       -        •        -    668 
on  the  rapeal  of  internal  dntiea  -        -        -    986 
Constitution,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  to  print 
the,  together  with  the  Rules  and  Ordera 
of  Uie  Houae,  for  the  uae  of  membera,  neg- 
atived     831 

Mr.  Pickena  aubmitted  a  reaolution  to  amend 

the 867 

frrat  member  of  the  reaolution  diaagreed  to    889 
laat  member  of  it  agreed  to        -        -       -    365 
Mr.  P.  aJao  laid  before  the  House  certain 
proceedittga  of  the  Legialatuie  of  North 

Carolina 694 

Mr.  Harriaon  aubmitted  a  proposition  to 

amend  the 1041 

Conteated  Election,  report  in  the  eaae  of  the  Mia- 

aouri  Delegatea      -----    468 
election  of  both  declared  illegal,  and  their 
aeaU  vacated 478 

I  Contingent  Expenaea,  the  President  tranamitted 
hia  account  of       -       -       -       •       -    811 
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Haute  Proceedings  and  Debatet. 


Page. 


709 
244 


-  1004 


Cooky  Zadock,  of  Georgia,  took  hu  leat  as  a  new 
member,  in  place  of  A.  Cutbbert,  resigned 

Cooper,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  took  his  seat 

Com  Crop,  Mr.  Ooldsborongh,  of  Maryland,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  touching  the  &ilure 
of the    - 

Conrt'Honse,  Ac,  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a,  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted -        - 412 

Creek  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  appropriations  to  satisfy  the  daims 
of  the  friendly  ..... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


406 

-  769 

-  1053 

-  1053 


-    934 


returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1058 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        •  1065 
Creighton,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  took  his  seat  •    -        -    243 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill  more  ef- 
fectually to  prof  ide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain,  read  twice,  and  committed 
Crimes  and  Offences  committed  within  the  In- 
dian boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  twice  1025 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1040 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1044 
Cruzat,  Anthony,  and  P.  Duverges,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  o^  twice  read    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Culpeper,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  Compensation  act    - 


1035 
1036 


.    583 


D. 


Daniel,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

and  committed  .....  770 
Darien,  Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac^ 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at    1028 

Darnall,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  dec.    709 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  1053 

Deceased  Soldiers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  se- 
cure the  bounty  in  land  to  the  heirs  of  -  1055 
read  twice  and  referred     ....  i057 

Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  publication  q(  Uie,  and  to  pay 
a  salary  to  the  reporter  dec.,  read  twice  -    357 
third  reading  negatived     -        .        .        ^    367 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  reports 
ofthe    ••*....    996 

read  twice        ......  ioi9 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1044 
Delafield,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    365 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Wright  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Directors,  4^,  of  the,  refetred         -        -    266 
Mr.  Cltfyton  also  presented  a  similar  me- 
morial -        - 450 

Delino,  Ignace  Chahnet,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  -  420 
twice  read  and  referred  ....  430 
reported  without  amendment  ...  450 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1035 

raad  a  third  timo,  and  passed    ...  1037 
Dent,  John.    (See  B/acA,  Siimwil) 


Deportation  of  Slaves,  paper*  trsusniiitd  bf  ik 
President,  on  the  suliject  of,  bj  the  Biit. 
ish  ships-of-war     -       -       -      •     •  t(^ 
Deposite  of  Papers,  a  bill  to  antboriie  tfae,^ 
captains  of  vessels,  with  thdr  ropedhe 
consuls,  dec,  twice  read         •      •     •  lOS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -     •  II3( 
Desha,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Fonjth'i  ten- 
lution  respecting  the  dedsioiisoftheC«B> 
missioner  of  Claims 
on  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  caniigei 
speech  of,  on  th«  bill  to  repeil  the  Coi- 
pensation  act         ... 
Detroit,  a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  eotenof 
certain  donation  rights  in  the  djitiid  o( 
read  twice,  dtc      .        .       .      < 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paissd    - 
Dickens,  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,  tnev 
her,  was  qualified  .        .       -      • 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  concerning  thessn«MOtiiid 
eoliection  of  the,  read  twice  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  afflendDcaU 
read  and  concurred  in       -      • 
annual  report  from  the  Treaniiy  Dqwit^ 
meat  of  collections  of    • 
Disbanded  Officers,  a  bill  making  doniliov  of 
land  to,  twice  read,  dtc 
reported  without  amendment   - 
Discount  and  Deposite,  a  bill  from  the  Seute 
requiring  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotei 
to  establish  an  office  of,  in  the  Diftiictof 
Columbia      -        -       -       -      •     • 
read  twice  and  referred 
Discriminating  Duties,  a  Message  from  the  Pit^ 
ident  respecting     -       -      -      '     | 
Disposition  of  money  paid  into  the  United  States 
courts,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  tctdi- 
recting  the,  twice  read  -      *     *     '  iat 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    •     ' 
Distilleries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  £dwtidi,t&eCbm- 
mitteeof  Ways  and  Mesne  were  in  Jtmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into    the  ezpedieocj  « 
amending  the  laws  impoiing  datie* «  - 
Distressed  Officers  and  Soldiers,  Mr.  n*^ 
submitted  a  resolution  to  initroct  tha  "^ 
.  itary  Committee  to  inquire  into  »«  «• 
pediency  of  providing  relief  for 

resolution  agreed  to  -       -      '  x.'     L 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  rfthe  tttDfl-  ^ 

ing  committee  on  the    -     '      '    . ' 
a  bUl  from  the  Senate  toincorpont*  <^«""°  ^^ 

banks  in  the  •       '      '     '     .  i05t 

read  twice,  and  referred    -      '      '     .'  i099 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -     '     ' 
Dohrman,  Arnold  Henry,  a  bill  fiom  the  w  ^ 

ate  for  relief  ofthe  widow  and  chiW«D  «  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  '  '  .  ^ 
reported  without  amendment     •  '  ^n^; 

read  a  third  Ume,  and  paasad    •  . .  *  ^^ 
papers  relating  to  the  annuities  paid  w      ^^^ 

widow  dbc«   -       '       *      *      *    I 
Domestie  MaAufoetures,  Mr.  Wendoter  prww^ 

ed  the  petiUon  of  the  Amencwi  »weij  .^^ 

for  the  promotion  of,  refeiwd      • 
Mr.  Schenck  presented  a  similar  penn*  ^ 

from  New  York    *       •      '      ' 
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Boiue  Proceeding*  and  DebaUe. 


Pige. 

Dooatwa  Righti.    (8m  DeireiL) 

Dotlef  on  StiJIf,  ptptn  commmiicAted  on  the 

fttbjeciof      ...•••  1177 
report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tremry 
reepectiog,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  last  eeeiion 472 

Davergee,  Berthelemy,  a  hill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice 943 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  lOSfi 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted    ...  1087 

B. 

Earle,  Elias,  report  on  a  contract  of,  with  the 

War  Department 1044 

Euton,  Rufue,  the  Speaker  presented  snndry 
documents  from,  in  relation  to  the  election 
and  return  of  John  Scott  as  a  Delegate 
from  Missouri,  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Elections 244 

report  of  said  committee  in  favor  of    -        •     395 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  is  allowed  a  seat 

at  the  bar  of  the  House  ....    406 
the  report  recommitted  with  instructions    -    419 
(See  Contested  Election-) 

Education  of  Soldiers'  Orphans,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediencj  of  providing  for  the        -        -    364 

Edwards,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        -    541 
reported  without  amendment      ...    746 

Edwards,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on 

the  Compensation  bill        ....     646 

Edwards,  Governor,  of  Illinois,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  officers  belonging  to  the 
staff  of,  read  twice        ....     715 

Edwardsviile,  a  bill  to  define  and  enlarge  the 

boundaries  of  land  district  of,  read  twice  -    873 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    232 

Electoral  Votes,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 

appointing  a  joint  committee  to  arrange 

the  mode  of  counting  the,  agreed  to,  and 

committee  appointed      ....     935 

said  committeee  reported  resolutions,  and 

tellers  were  appointed    ....    988 
ceremonies  of  opening  and  counting  the     -    944 
announcement  of  the  result  of  the,  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate        •        -        -    949 

Emoluments  of  Collectors,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  report  at  next  session 
whether  any  alterations  are  necessary  in 
the  laws  concerning  the        -        -        -  1041 

Bpenrier,  United  States  brig,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  late  ....  231 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  those  lost  in  the,  twice  read  -  704 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1053 

Estimate  of  appropriations,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  with  an       -        .    422 

Eipenditures  of  Public  Money  on  the  North- 
western Frontier,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  on  the  letter  of  General 
Harrison,  in  relation  to,  referred    -        -    390 


Expenditures,  dcc<— oontinaed.  Page, 

the  committee  authoriaed  to  send  for  per- 

aons  and  papers     -        .        •        .        .    419 
report  of  said  committee    •        -        .        -    709 

Exportation  of  Breadstuffii,  Mr.  Archer,  of  Ma- 
ryland, presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Harford  county,  praying  a 
prohibition  of  the  -        -        -        -        -    269 

Extingoishment  of  Indian  Titles,  Mr.  Desha,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  in  that  SUte        ...    365 

Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Nelson,  an  order  was  passed  directing,  to 
be  allowed  to  certain  measengers  and 
■enrants  of  the  House    -        .        .        .  1069 

Extra  Pay,  an  adverse  report  on  the  proposition 
to  grant,  to  the  representatives  of  siidi 
soldiers  as  died  before  being  mastered, 
Ac. 1018 

Ewell,  Thomas,  committee  discharged  from  the 

petition  of 1088 

F. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the,  twice  read,  and 

referred 346^ 

Finances,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  his  annual  report  on  the        -    346 
papers  communicated  on  the  state  of  the   •  1136 
Findley,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  new  mem- 
ber, was  qualified,  ie 230 

Fisher,  Elisha,  a  bill  for  reUef  oi*  twice  read      -  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1044 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Wendover  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the    263 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  -        -    269 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  alter  the 408 

Fletcher,  Tjiomas,  of  Kentucky,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified         .....    230 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 

in  the  case  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims    403 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  aet  concerning 

property  lost,  dtc  .....    444 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act      -        -        -        .        .        .    529 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 

teeon 234 

Foreign  Spirits,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  duties  on  »  .  .  843 
Foreign  Vessels,  a  bill  authorising  the  captains 
of,  to  deposits  their  papers  with  the  con* 
suls  of  their  respective  countries,  twice 

read 745 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1032 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        *        .  1034 
Foreigners,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope*  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exclu- 
ding, from  trading  with  the  Indians        -    337 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolutions  re- 
specting the  Commissioner  of  Claims     -    246 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster    ....    248 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Johnson    ....    250 
on  a  motion  to  provide  for  an  individual 
claimant 278 
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Fony th,  Mr.,  remarks  o^'-eontniiied.  Page. 

on  his  motion  to  requegt  the  Prendent  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  the  act  authori- 
zing payment  for  property  lost,  &c  279,  291, 

298,295 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Giosvenor  ...    295 

on  Mr.  Pope's  motion  to  exclude  foreigners 

from  trading  with  the  Indians         -        -    358 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  eoe 

of  the  Gommiimoner  of  Claims      •     403,  404 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  concerning  prop- 
erty lost,  &c 424,  489 

on  his  motion  respecting  the  Bank  of  the 

United  Sutes 43S 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act 556 

on  the  bill  to  enibree  neutral  obligations    -    716 
in  reply  to  objections  to  the  bill         •        -    739 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Parris's  amendment    -    746 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course ----••.    793 

Foundries  for  Brass  and  Iron  Ordnance,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Peter,  the  Military  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  one  or  more  -        -    253 

Franking  PriT^ege,  a  bill  to  extend  the,  to  the 
Ordnance  Department  and  Patent  Office, 
read  twice,  6k. 950 

Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorpo- 

rate  the,  twice  read,  dkx.         ...    373 

Fiench  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Hale  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
of  New  Hampshire,  respecting      -        -    900 

Full,  John.    (See  Memunon  ofJhUus.) 

Funded  Debt,  a  statement  of  £e       -        •        -  1171 

Funds  under  the  control  of  the  district  courts, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  and  dispoeition  of  the        •    961 

G. 

Gardner,  Sophia  D.,  the  Naval  Committee  wera 
discharged  from  the  ooasideration  of  the 
petition  of,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      •>        .        .        .    935 

Gaston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Jewett's  proposed 
amendment  to  Mr.  Pickens's  resolution 
to  amend  the  Constitution     ...    883 

on  the  contested  election  of  the  Missouri 
Delegates 416,417 

on  the  light  of  Indiana  to  give  her  electoral 
vote      ---..••    947 
'Chmeral  Staff,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 

the  act  organiaing,  dto.  -       ...  11MS6 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  io57 
Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  the  State  of,  15  per  cent  upon 
her  quota  of  direct  tax,  assumed  and  paid 
by  said  State 355 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of,  on  that  subject         -        .        -    471 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Telfair,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  the  militia  claims  of       -    450 

a  bill  to  authorize  payment  of  certain  claims 
for  militia  services,  read  twice,  and  re- 
M"^ 757 


Georgia — continued.  p«, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  Secntaiy  of  Ike  Tm. 
sury  to  paj  to  the  State  ef;  ISpoent 
on  the  quota  of  direct  tax,  Ac,  tvieend  lili 
oideied  to  a  third  nadiag  -     •  Itt 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     •      •     .j^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  affropriatkiiii 

fer  the  payment  of  certain  diimi  of  -R 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  coBoittrf  on 

the  House  bill  of  same  tenor  -     •     •  i:; 
a  bill  authoriiiBg  the  payment  of  mootj  to, 
under  the  articles  of  agrsement  and  om> 
sion,  dbc,  twice  read      -      .      .     .  S| 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .     .  liSi 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasied    -     -     -lU 
returned  from  the  Senate  withifflendoteDti, 
and  concurred  in    -       •      -     .     •  lOfi 
Gillard,  Joseph,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of;  md 

twice,  60c     -        -       ....$){ 
Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsjlvania,  took  hit  mt  S£ 
Gold,  Thomas  R.,  of  New  York,  took  hit  lett  •  ST 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concsraing  intenil 

improvements 87^ 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maiyland,  took  hisiot  t!A 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  t  sUtmeot 
from   the  Treasury  Department,  of  the 
importation  of,  during  a  time  meatioBai  M 
Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  tkt 

support  of,  for  the  year  18 17,  twice  read  & 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  •  3K 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  )S1 
returned  to  the  Senate,  with  ameadaeati  •  1M3 

read,  and  agreed  to ^^ 

Grants  from  British  authorities,  Mr.  Littimore 
presented  the  petition  of  iQte  Legiihtan 
of  Mississippi,  praying  the  extiogiuibneot 
of  titles  to  lands  in  said  Territoiy,  Buler, 

referred •  ^^'' 

Great  Kanawha,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Tir- 
ginia,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nala  were  instructed  to  inqniie  into  the 
expediency  of  appointing  oommisiiooen 

to  view  and  mark  out  i  rotd  ^  }^ 
highest  point  of  navigation  in  Jidn  nnr 
to  that  of  the         -       .      -     -     •  9^ 

Green,  Joseph  J.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  tuia  wd '  J^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  *  '  iS? 
read  a  third  time,  and  {Msied   -     '.    '  ^^' 

Greenville,  Mr.  Harrison  presented  t  p«titiM  of 
•undry  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  js^kM* 
lands  eeded  at  the  Treaty  of;  rf ftned    '  '^ 

Grosvenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.fff<J^**^°' 
tion  to  suspend  the  executiNi  of  the  act 
authorizing  payment  for  pwpcrty  loet,  &&  ^ 

895 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth     -      -      •     ' 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  isarfation  to 

amend  the  Constitution 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  concenung 

property  lost,  Ac  -       -       •    .  '    f 
remarks  of,  on  referring  to  a  conunittM  tje 

charges  against  Judge  Touimin     •    *^^^ 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution      •     '^ 
on  bill  to  repeal  the  Compensation  set    wSt 
speech  of,  in  compliment  to  Mr.  Ctlhooo  • 
on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  leUtions    - 

H. 
Hagner,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  Senste  coopeB-  ^^ 
sating   -       .•---•' 
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Hftgner,  Peter — continaed.  Pa^e. 

read  twice 1066 

reed  a  third  time,  and  paaeed      ...  1066 
Halli  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Com- 
pensation hOl 639 

Hammond,  Jabei  D^  of  New  York,  took  hisleat    331 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution 
on  introducing  a  motion  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  army 

Hardin,  Mr.,  remaiks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso- 
lution to  repeal  the  duties  on  licenses  to 
distillers,  dbc.         ..... 

on  the  motion  to  suutend  the  act  concern- 
ing property  lost,  &c«    .        •        - 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  said  act      269, 423,  444 
on  the  contested  election  of  the  Missouri 
Delegates       ...... 

on  report  concerning  military  bounty  lands  - 

speecui  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  CompeiM 

sation  act       -        -        •        -        -        - 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  Ac.     ------ 

Harrison,  William  Henry,  of  Ohio,  a  new  mem 
ber,  was  qualified,  d^c   ... 
remarks  o^  on  lus  resolution  respecting  dis- 
tressed officers       .... 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  act  oonoern- 
ing  property  lost,  Ae»    .... 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  said  act 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -        -        . 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  recommit  the 
Compensation  bill ..... 

on  Mr.  Comstodi's  resolution  concerning  In- 
dian captives  .        •        •        •        . 
remarks  of,  on  his  Militia  resolution   • 
on  the  bill  to  indemnify  sufferers  by  the  war 
Haslet,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        ..        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to       -        -        •        • 
Haslet,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  reforred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 
Hawkus,  LaTiniay  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 
iHayes,  Archibald.  (See  Remission  of  Duties,) 
Heard,  John.  (See  Memission  ofDiUits.) 
Hendricks,  John,  M.  (See  Ktmi9sion  of  Duties*) 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qaalifiad, 

and  took  his  seat 230 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  compen- 
sation act      -----        - 

on  right  of  Indiana  to  give  her  Electoral  vote 
Holland,  Park,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Holmes,  Alexander,  and  Benjamin  Hongh,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice  •        -        •        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Rohnes's  Hole,  Maasach«setta,  abifl  for  erecting 

a  light-house  on  the  wast  chop  of,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  leading  -        ... 
read  a  tlmd  time,  and  pasted     ... 
Home  Department,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, on  the       .       •        -        .        • 
Books,  Charles,  of  New  York,  a  new  mamber, 
qualified 
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Hopkinson,  Mr.«  remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  ^e  act  concerning  property,  dec 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  W\    - 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Neutrality  bill    - 
on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill     • 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes   -        -        .        - 
House  of  Ropresentatrves,  list  of  members  pres- 
ent, at  the  opening  of  the  session  • 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tayfor,  the  hour  of  12 
was  fixed  upon  for  meeting   .        .        - 
adjournment  of,  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 

'    Speaker's  family 

usual   resolutions  preparatory  to  adjourn- 
ment of,  sine  die    • 
Huger,  Mr.,  speedi  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  motion 
to  amend  the  Constitution     ... 
Hulbert,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  act  concerning  property,  dbc.  286,  291 
on  the  motion  to  awign  a  day  for  consider- 
ing the  Compensation  bill      -        -        •    320 
on  the  report  in  the  case  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims 406 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  payment  for 

property,  dec 440 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill   -        -    548 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison 710 

Hunt,  Jesse,  adverse  report  on  ^the  petition  of, 

concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -        -    765 

I. 

Illinois,  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respecting  the  defence  of 
its  frontiers  during  the  late  war,  referred    715 
Importers  of  goods  destined  for  Cincinnati,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Harrison^  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufoctures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  convenience  of,  dec.      •    362 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  to  regulate  duties  on 
a  bill  soppleoaentary  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on,  twice  read        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
a  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  to 

regulate  the  duties  on,  twice  read  - 
d  bill  supplementaiy  to  the  act  of  April,  1816, 
regulating  duties  on,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted    357 

committee  diseharged,  and  bill  referred  to 

that  on  foreign  relations         ...    462 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 

duties  on,  read  once       ....  1024 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1027 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1034 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  second  section  • 
of  the  act,  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
regulate  duties  on,  twice  read  •  -  1041 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  -  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1045 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  to  provide  for 

the  collection  of  duties  on      -        -        -  1055 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  Ke  on  the  table  -  1057 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
menta 1067 
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P«ge. 
Indian  Chiefii  and  Warriors,  a  bill  locating  lands 

to,  twice  read 1040 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     .        -        -  1044 
Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  into  efiect  certain  1055 
read  twice         ..-.--  1057 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1066 
.  Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  the 284 

a  Message  transmitting  treaties  with  certain  756 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  hold  treaties  with  the  -.  •  -  ^  843 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  843 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  -871 
a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 

the,  read  twice       -----    848 
Mr.  Stearns  presented  a  petition,  praying 
the  establishment  of  schools  among  the  -    876 
Indiana,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 
the  admission  of,  into  the  Union,  read 
twice,  and  referred         -        .        -        •    252 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        •    254 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
eiectttion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of        -        -        -        -    801 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    831 
reported  without  amendment     ...    843 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1044 
Ingham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  Bank 

resolution      -..---    434 
Internal  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  requiring  the  collectors  of,  to  keep  an 
office  at  the  county  town  of  each  county    704 
Mr.  Williams,  of^orth  Carolina,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  repeal  the        •   -    -        -    954 
Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  setting  apart  the  bonus 
of  the  United  States'  Bank,  dtc,  as  a  per- 
manent fund  for  purposes  of  •        •        -    296 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •    297 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referred    361 
reported  with  amendments         ...    870 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        >    933 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    934 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1048 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1052 
a  Message  from  the  President  objecting  to 
the  bill  being  read,  the  vote  was  taken  on 
its  passage,  and  the  bill  rejected     •        -  1062 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice    770 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •  1020 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1022 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1058 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        •        -  1066 
Invalids,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  organizing  a  corps  of  -    245 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    .        .        •    256 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1026 
a  bill  concerning  Revolutionary >  read  twice    297 
indefinitely  postponed        .        -        .        .  1023 
Iron,  Mr.  Maclay,  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry manufacturers  of,  praying  an  addi- 
tional duty  on,  referred  .        .        .        •    848 
a  biU  to  increase  the  duties  on,  reported     -     957 


Irving,  William,  of  New  York,  took  hit  mt  •  Vk 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  took  hii  leit    •  W 
remj^rks  of,  on  introducing  snndrj  rook- 

tions W 

speech  of,  on  the  Commercial  Inteicoom     | 

bUl « 

in  explanation  - Bi 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 

second  section  of  the  said  bill  •      •     •  S 
Jackson,  General  Andrew,  and  Cotond  Hivkiu, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Mewfe 

of  the  President,  at  the  last  seenoo,  io 

relation  to  lands  donated  to,  wai  nkmA 

to  the  Committee  on  Public  Ltodi      •  i'-^ 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  President  of  the  In^im 

Convention,  a  letter  from,  enclosio; i ta^ 

of  the  constitution,  dtc.  •      .      .     •  4X 
Jewett,  Luther,  of  Vermont,  took  hii  leat  •     -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  propootioo  to 

amend  the  Constitution  -  .  •  •  SS 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  toaduDsna- 

trality •*' 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  speech  of,  on  the  motioB  to 

repeal  the  Compensation  act  •  *  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  resolDtJonion- 

coming  the  Commissioner  of  Cisioi  2l)i«» 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  saBpend  tlx  *^ 

paying  for  property,  Ac.  *  ^2 

on  the  biU  to  amend  the  said  act  37S,^S.4^» 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  charges  igiioit 

Judge  Touhnin  -  -  '  '  ^^ 
on  the  bill  for  sabststence  of  the  Aroj  •  •^ 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  CompeniitioD  t^-  w 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  dnringte 

late  war         -        "       "     .'      ' 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  sni 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen-  ^ 

sation  act      -        -        -      "      '.     * 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  lepetl  the  atet-  ^ 

nal  duties      -        -       "      '    ,.'  .  ' 
Jones,  Bphraim.    {9%e  Remiitwuoflh^) 
Judah,  Manuel.    (See  SandtTB,  C,  U) 
Judge  of  Northern  District  of  New  Yort,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  JndicitiT  ^ 
mittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  intotfle  ^^ 
expediency  of  appointing  t  -     '    .  451 
adverse  report  of  said  committse      *     , 
Judicial  Courto,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  n*"*  ^^ 
the  act  establishing       -      •     *  ..u- 1057 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  4e  «^« 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standiag  commit-  ^ 
tee  on  the      -        -       •      '      * 

K. 
Kent.  Moses,  of  New  York,  took  hie  «tl- 
Kerr,  John,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat     • 
Kilbourn,  James,  of  Ohio,  a  new  menw.''     ^ 

qualified        -        •       "      /    vImiJ  ^ 
Kindal,  Peter,  a  biU  for  the  reUef  of,  iw»  ""  ^^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       '      ]     .  lOST 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      "  ^^ 
King,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speech  ol,  os       ^ 
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bill  to  repeal  the  Comp«i»«^«?  *^    775, 7« 
on  the  Commercial  IntercoW  tf  ' 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  in«»      ^^ 

Improvement  bill  •       "       *  p 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  lum 
on  the  repeal  of  internal  duties 
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L.  Page. 

Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mana- 
^ctnrea  were  instructed  to  inqoire  con- 
cerning Tesaela  navigating      ...    938 

Land  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  proyision  for  the  final  adjustment 
of,  in  Missouri  Territory  ...  256 
Mr.  8.  presented  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  said  Territory  on  the  sub- 
ject of  373 

Land  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 

a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of  -        -  430 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  443 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -  458 

Langdon,  Chauncy,  of  Vermont,  took  his  seat  -  231 

LatrobCs  B.  H.,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  letter 

and  estimates  from         ....  1033 
Lattimore,  William,  a  delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  took  his  seat  ....  880 
Laval,  Jacint,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 

of,  twice  read 936 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  961 

Law,  Andrew,  a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  grant* 

ed  to,  read  twice    -        .        -        •        -    765 
Lawrence,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of»  twice  read 394 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1028 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1034 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 

the 1023 

twice  read 1025 

third  reading  negatived      ....  1068 

Lead  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  better  regulation  of  the  public,  537 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of   -        -        -        -        •    694 

Le  Barron,  Francis,  Mr.  Conner  presented  the     . 

petition  of;  referred       ....    336 

Lee,  Richard  Bland,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution   for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  decisions  of, 
as  commissioner  of  claims,  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers   -        .        .  r^4 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •  ^252 
report  of  said  committee    .        -        •        .    402 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    405 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

from 420 

Lee,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -    933 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1054 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1056 

Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ap- 
pointing a  committee  on,  agreed  to         •    232 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  farther  ap- 
propriations to  purchase  books  for  the     -    443 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....    450 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  dec.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ben- 
nett, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  act  laying  the  du- 
ties on  267 

report  that  it  ia  inexpedient       .        •        -    937 


Page. 
Licenses  to  Distillers,  Mr.  Hardin  submitted  a 
resolution  to  repeal  the  act  laying  duties 

on 277 

Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  a  new  member,  was 

qualified        - 230 

Loan  of  Money,  Ac.,  a  bill  to  repeal  any  acts  in 

force  authorizing  a,  twice  read  -  •481 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1082 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1034 

Loan  Office  Certificates,  dtc,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  respecting     ...    443 

Location  of  Lands,  reserved,  a  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the,  read  twice        ...    448 
a  bOl  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

read  twice 1040 

jread  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1044 

Losses  sustained  during  the  Revolution,  papers 

on  the  subject  of  •        -        -        -        -  1242 

Louisville,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a   road  from,  to 

Newcastle,  dec. 270 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed, dec,  as  to  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at 848 

Love,  William  C,  of  North  Carolina,  took  his 

seat 231 

Lowndes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  repeal 

the  dutiea  on  licenses,  to  retailers,  dec     -    267 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  concerning  the 

same  to  distillers 277 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ....  461 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  neutral 

relations -    754 

on  the  Commercial  Intercourse  bill  -  -881 
Lumpkin,  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  took  his  seat  -  356 
Lyon,  Asa.    (See  Blacky  SamueL) 

M. 

Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  new 

member,  was  qualified   ...        -    231 
remarks  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  Compensa- 
tion act 589 

on  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  to 
repeal,  with  eight  dollars        .        .        •    685 
Macon,  Mr.,  a  message  from   the  Senate  an* 

nouncing,  as  teUer  on  their  part     -        -    939 
Madison,  James,  a  bill  freeing  firom  postage  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from,  read 

twice 991 

read  a  third  time,  and  jpassed    -        -        -  1019 

Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Judiciary 

Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  holding  two  terms  of 

the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  die* 

trict  of 448 

reported  without  amendment  ...  862 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  420 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    443 

Manufactory  of  Small  Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  Military  Committee  were  in* 
stnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a,  in  Kentucky        -        -    865 

Manumission  Sode^  of  Tennessee,  the  Speaker 

presented  the  petition  of  the,  reAned     -    769 
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Marietta,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  inoreaae  the 

salariea  of  the  regiater  and  receiver  at    -    443 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        -    446 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted         477 

Marine  Hoepital  at  Richmond,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tyler,  the   Naval  Committee  were  in- 
•tmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  a    -        •        -        •        -        <-    4S9 
Marines,  a  bill  repealing  the  act  fixing  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps  of,  read  twice    -        •    962 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1045 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  a  bill  confirming  the 

title  of,  read  twice,  dec        -        -      '  -    936 
Mason,  J.  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat      -    831 
Massachusetts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before' 
the  House  any  information  in  his  Depart- 
ment relative  to  the  claims  o(  for  militia 
expenses        ..-•..    964 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  1004 
a  bill  concerning  the  District  Attorney  ot, 

read  twice 996 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1019 
Mayrant,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  a  letter 

resigning  his  seat,  from        ...    S66 
Merchants  and  Shipowners,  Mr.  Wendover  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry,  of  New 
York,  concerning  foreign  commerce,  dcc.» 

referred 709 

Merchants  of  New  York,  memorial  of  the        -    649 
Message,  reference  to  appropriate  committees  of 
the  several  subjects  treated  of  in  the  Pre- 
sident's annual      S33 

Middleton,  Henry,  of  8.  Carolina,  tookhis  seat    365 
Militsry  Academies,  a  bill  to  establish  three  ad- 
ditional, read  twice        ....    267 
indefinitely  postponed       •        .        •        .  1026 
Military  Officers,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on    234 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P. 
Barbour,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  for  designatiBg  and 
surveying  ..---.  387 
report  of  inexpediency  ....  451 
a  bill  to  Muend  and  explain  the  act  regulat* 

ing,  twice  read       .        .        -        •        .    472 
indefinitely  poetponed       •        .       -       .  |042 
Military  Clothing,  due  to  discharged  ooldiefi,  on 
notion  of  Mr.  Bryan  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  payments  for    266 
MSitary  ifstablislunent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, of  New  York,  the  Sceretaiy  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  a  detail  of  the    464 
report  of  tiiat  officer  in  obedience        -        -    472 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  for  the  year  1817,  read  twice  •  -  966 
drdered  to  a  thirdreading  -  -  -  -  960 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  -  -  -1019 
tetumed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmettts  1065 
refoned  to  a  commitlee  .  .  -  -  1066 
eonsideredt  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  1066 
Military  8ei  vices,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Nel- 
son the  Military  Committee  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire   into  the   expediency    of 

the  act  making  proviskm  for  -    268 


Military  Service — continued.  ?^ 

a  bill  making  further  provisioB  fa,  domg 

the  late  war,  tvrice  read  •     •  H 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  li 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  •  Itf 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  ameodmesii  ifll 
read,  and  concurred  in  •     ''M 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  tk 
reorganization  of   •  -      •     •  A 

on  motion  of  Mr.  White,  a  committee  m 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocj 
of  providing  for  payment  of  the  expenm 
of • 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certiin 
claims  for  expenses  of,  read  twice  •     •  Iff 

a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  with  1 
plan  for  disciplining,  dec.      -      .     •  SI 

a  bill  for  organizing,  dassingf  tnd  irmiBg 
the,  twice  read        -        -  '     '  '  I 

Mr.  Harrison  submitted  a  resolotiM,  nam-     I 
mending  an  amendment  of  the  C«nidtQ- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the       -      .     •  80 : 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Hahn,  the  Secretuj  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  the  mn 
why  fines  imposed  by  cooiti  mirtiil  of 
the,  have  not  been  collected  -      •    -  V& 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply     •      •    •  W 
Miller,  Stephen  D.,  of  South  Ctroliiu,  t  iwv 

member,  took  his  seat  .     -  W> 

Miller  and  Fulton,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of; 

to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  read  twice     ■  '** 

on  the  third  reading  rejected     -           *  ^J^ 

Miller,  Noah,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice    •  »J 

MiUs,  Elijah  R.,  of  Massachaaetts,  took  lus  leit  S« 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  ia  the  caie  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Claims  .  •  w 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  theCoopeo- 

sation  act ?J 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  ane  n* 

Mint,  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  o(^ 

transmitted  by  the  Presideot .     •     -  ^ 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Hr-Lattioore, 

Vthe  petition  of  the  JLegisUtaie  o(  praieot- 
ed  in  1815  for  admissioa  into  the  Uuofl. 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  •     * 
V  the  Speaker  presented  another  petition  m  ^ 

the  same,  on  ihe  same  snhject 
^  a  Wll  to  admit,  into  the  ITnion,  ««^  "**]  jjg 
^      and  committed       -       '      '     '     *  360 
jythe  committee  reported  the  oeofffof      - 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     '      ' 
a  hiU  to  estabUsh  a  separate  gofsmmenttir  ^ 

the  eastern  part  of,  twice  im-r  . '    / 
Mr.  Lattimore  presented  another  pelina  lor  ^ 

the  admission  of    • 
a  petition  against  the  divisioD  of,  was  le-  ^ 

forred  to  the  aame  committee       *     '  ^ 
a  bill  to  admit,  undivided,  twice  read      '  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  psaoed   -      ' 
a  biU  from  the  Senate,  to  «auU>^'^' 

rate  Territorial  government  fcr  the  em-  ^^^^ 

em  part  of  -  -  -  •  '  '  ^ 
twice  read  -  -  '  "  '  ,10 
read  a  read  time,  and  pamed  '    . ' 

Mr.  Lattimoie  presented  a  P^^ion  of J^ 

Legiabture   of,   praying  aa  sdditiowj 

judge^  referred  *      '      '    a. 

%  bUl  authorizing  the  appointmeBtof  «»*»;  ^ 

ditional  judge,  twiee  read 
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Territoiy— continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  SMiale,  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  wealern  part  of,  to  form  a  Consti" 

tntion,  dtc*    - 801 

read  twice,  and  referred     •        -        •        •831 
Miaaiaaippt  8tock»  a  Meaaagefrom  the  PlreaideBt, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of,  by  the  State  of 
Georgia  ......    915 

VI  ieeouri  Territoiy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope^  ean- 

dxy  reaolations  were  adopted  in  relation 

to  floating  claims  to  land  in    -   .     -        .    771 

Mr.  P.  preiented  reaolationa  of  the  Legiela* 

tore  of,  concerning  certain  companiaa  of 

rangeia 1034 

another,  concerning  the  right  of  pro-omp- 

tion,dtc 1024 

another,  concerning  poet*foada  in  oaid  Terw 

ritoiy 1034 

BConopoly  of  Public  Lands*  4^^  on  motaon  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  preventing  tiie  fotmation 
of  companiaa  for  the  •  •  .  •  878 
Monroe,  James«  dedand  Preaident  elect  of  the 

United  8Utes         -        *,       .        .        .960 
appointment  of  a  eommittae  to  inform,  of  his 
election  ...•••  1019 

MontreuiU  Madame  do,  a  bill  foe  relief  of,  twice 

read 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1086 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
Moore,  Thomas,  of  South  CaroUna,  took  his  seal    266 
Mounted  Volnnteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Haidin» 
the  Militaiy  Committee  were  insteneted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proriding 
for 'certain,  of  Kentucky,  during  the  war     430 
Marfree,  W.  H.,  of  North  CaroUna,  took  his  seat    366 
Miucle  Shoals,  a  reeolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thomas  for  appropriating  a  sum  of  money 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the^  was  re- 
jected     368 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pr6inding 
for  the  same  object         ...»    415 
Mutiny,  alleged  againat  a  part  of  the  38th  regi* 
menty  on  motion  of  Mr.  Liule,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  report  made  to  the  Assiatant 
and  Inspector  General  of  a     -        -        *    961 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  1004 
McCormick,  Alexander,  an  advene  report  on  the 

petition  of     ......    611 

McDonald,  Archibald,  an  advene  report  on  the 

petition  of     -        -        -        >        -        .  1018 
McIIvaine,  Archibald,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of     >        ....        .  1018 

McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  referring  tho charges 

against  Judge  Tonlmin  •        •        -    411 

McLane,  Allan*  Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of,  referred      .....    746 

adverse  report,  concunred  in       .        *        •    996 
MeLean,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the 

CompensatUm  act  ....    656 

National  Armory*  a  bill  authorising  the  estah- 
liihment  a£  a,  on  the  Ohio,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    473 

indf  finitely  postponed       •       •       ..       .  1031 


Page. 

National  Univenity,  af^intment  of  a  aelect 

committee  on  a      -        .        •        .        .    234 
report  of  said  committee    ....    367 
a  bill  to  establish  a,  twice  read,  and  referred    368 
committee  discharged  from  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject     ....  1064 
Mr.    Atherton    offisred    a  resolution  so  to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  to  give  power 
to  Congress  to  establish  a      .        .        .    268 
Naval  Afiairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit. 

tee  on 234 

Naval  Depot  on  the  Chesapeake,  letteu,  from 
naval  officen  giving  their  opinions  as  to 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a     -        .  1368 
Naval  EstabUshment,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 

act  concerning  the,  twice  read         .        .    873 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    910 
Navigation  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concern* 

ing  the,  twice  read,  and  referred  .  .  367 
reported  with  amendments  ...  779 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Com. 

merdai  Intercourse  bill  ....  77^ 
reported  with  amendments  ...  840 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  843 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned  ...  843 
returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendments  1019 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  .  .  1Q33 
Navy,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support 

of  the,  read  twice  .....  795 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    99% 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1019 
returned  from  the  Senste  with  amendments  1066 

read,  and  referred 1066 

considered,  and  concurred  in     .        *        .  1066 
Navy  Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  Mr.  Pleas^ 
ants  prssented  the  petition  of  the,  relative 
to  rank,  dsc,  referred     ....    442 
Nebinger,  George,  hein  of.  {Btt  Blacky  SitmueL) 
Nelson,  T.  M.,  of  Va,  new  member,  was  qualified    333 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufieren 

by  the  late  war 943 

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Viiginia,  remarks  of,  on  his 

report  eolceming  military  bounty  lands      461 
Neutral  Obligations,  a  Message  transmitting  a 

correspondence  on  the  sub|ect  of    .        .  1079 
Neutral  Relations,  a  Message  on  the  subject  of, 

referred         ......    995 

a  bill  to  preeerve,  read  twice      ...    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    797 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    ^0 
returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendments   1066 
read  and  referred      .....  1067 

considered  and  concurred  in     •        •       .  1067 
New  Hampehire,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,' 

preaentingamapof  saidState        .        •    991 
Newspapen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  usual 

order  passed  for     -        -        .        •       .    23t 
New  York  Canals,  Mr.  Brooks  presented  the 
petition  of  the  CMamissioner  of  the,  read 
and  referred  ......    360 

Nichola,  Caleb,  a  biU  for  relief  of,  tvrice  read     •    766 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1037 
Niles,  Hexekiah,  and  Jehu  Chandler,  the  Speak- 
er presented  the  petition  of,  leferred  .  943 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Gaaton  preaented  tha  ma* 
morial  of  the  Legislature  of,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  act  anthoiixiag  the  State 
of  Tennesae  to  issue  granti^  £0^  lafened    689 
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North  Carolioa  tnd  Tennesaee,  Mr.  Blount  pre- 
sented sundry  refolutions  respecting  the 
conflicting  claims  between,  referred        •    693 
Northern  District  of  New  York,  a  bill  concern- 

.  ing  the  district  court  in,  read  twice         -  1017 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1043 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1045 
Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
act  laying  duties  on       -        -        -        -    S96 

O. 

Oaths,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Jfudiciaxy 
Committee  were  instructed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  ad- 
minister          451 

a  bill  to  that  eflbct,  read  twice  ...    472 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        •    475 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment    843 
read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        -    848 
Obetructions  in  the  Ohio  river,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Harrison,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  proTiding  for  the  re- 
moval of       -        -        -        •        •        .    365 
Officers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  sundry  reso- 
lutions of  inquiry  concerning  useless,  were 

adopted -    716 

Ohio,  an  adverse  report  of  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Lower  Sandusky  and  Mont* 
gomery  counties  in   the  State  of,  was 
agreed  to       -        -        ...        .    961 
Oliver,  William,  a  bill  fi>r  relief  o^  twice  read   -    U43 
'    ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  ]035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -  1037 
Ohnstead,  Lewis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  direct- 
ing the  discharge  of,  from  imprisonment    873 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    916 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed    ...    934 
Ordnance  Department,  Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before 
the  House  a  correspondence  bAween  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War  and  himself  on 
the  subject  of  the  -        -        -        -        -    801 
Orphans  and  Widows,  of  persons  slain  in  private 
and  public  armed  vessels,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  giv- 
ing pensions  to 870 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  873 
reported  without  amendment  ...  935 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1064 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1066 
Oir,  James,  a  bUl  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -       •    948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1037 
Owen,  Abraham,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow 

and  minor  children  of,  twice  read  -        -    460 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  |037 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1044 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 1066 

P. 

Parris,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend 

the  bill  concerning  military  services        •    413 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  Compen- 
sation act      -        -        •        -        -        .    641 

on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill  concerning 
neutral  relations   »        ....    747 


Patent  Office,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maiytand,prcieflted 

the  petition  of  the  keeper  of  the     •     •  {'[ 
Patents,  Mr.  Darlington  presented  the  petHiofi 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pentuylnui, 
praying  restrictions  on  the  iaue  0^  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        .... 
committee  discharged         .... 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  i8eo^ 
porate  the,  twioe  read    .... 
Paterson,  Daniel  T.     (See  iZost,  Gtorge.) 
Paulding,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petHioD  of 
considered  and  concurred  in     -      -     • 
Pay  and  Emoluments  of  certain  Ofliceri,  t  UA 

respecting  the,  read  twiee      -      .     .  7iS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .     •  Idll 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •      •     •  1(M 
Pay  of  Officers  of  the  Navy,  a  bUl  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  repeal  the  second  sedioo  of  tbe 
act  concerning  the         -       .      .     •  5'^ 
read  twice        -        -        -       .      .     -  SH 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •      .     •  9K 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lo  divide 

the  Sute  of,  into  two  jodieisl  diibieU  •  I^ 

read  twice,  and  r^rred    -       .      .     •  Itt 

reported  without  amendment    •      .     -  IdS 

read  a  third  time,  and  psssed    -      .     •  lOH 

Pension  Agents,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  tppoiot 

additional ?J 

read  twice,  and  referred    -       .      .     -  8» 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Pensions  and  RevolotionaTy  Claims,  appoinUiieDt 

of  the  standing  committee  on 
Pentland,  Hegins  db  Co.,  a  report  from  tb«  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tceaaury  on  the  eUim  oi; 
together  with  a  petition,  refemd  -     * 
Persons  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  the  vvm 
SUtee,  a  bill  for  relief  o(,  read  tviee     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Persons  of  Color,  a  bill  from  the  Senile  «<«««•  ^ 
ing  the  transportation  of       -     '     '  ^^^^^ 
read  twice,  and  referred    •      '  !  lOSl 

reported  without  amendment    -     '     '    ' 
Peter,  George,  of  Maryland,  a  new  Bomber,  wu  ^ 

qualified        -        .        -      •      "     ' 
Pickens,  Mr.,  introduced  a  resolotioo ^^  ^ 
the  Constitution    -       -  '  101 3^ 

speech  of,  on  the  same      -      *•!>».' 
remarks  o^  on  hh  resolution  toochsr  •  ^'^  ^ 

tain  road        -        •       '  .    "  -n  '      .643 
speech  of,  on  the  CompensatioD  ^  * .  .  J 
Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachosed*,  tooiw  ^^ 

seat       ...       -       V^-  of 
remarks  of,  on  the  contested  ««o'*"      ^ 

Missouri  Delegates       -       '.    j'     .  4S3 
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on  the  report  respecting  bounty  teadi     '  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation Wi' 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Harriion'.  milit*'^  ^ 

iution    -        -        -       -      :      'jim- 
speech  of,  on  the  biU  ooncsrniog  iBterwi ""    ^^ 

provement     -       -       -      "      't^ 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  t»m»»      ^ 

finitely  -        -        '       '      \  tL  )it« 
on  the  bill  for  reUef  of  oafferen  hj  »« *     jtf 

war       -        -       .       -      "u  fcjl  *»t  ^^ 
Piper,  WiUiam,  of  Pennsylvania,  ^jTi,^  SJ/ 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Conn^clica^  tooiflw  ^ 
runaikf  oi;  on  the  motion  toiV^P" 
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Pitkin,  Timothy,  remtriEs  of— oontimied.  Page. 

«et  for  payment  for  property,  See.   •        -    386 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -        •        -        -713 
on  the  right  of  Iniliana  to  caet  her  electoral 
-vote      ---•--•    948 
Pittf  bnrg,  Mr.  T.  Wilaon,  preaented  a  petition 
praying  the  eaiabliahment  of  a  district 
court  at,  referred    -----  1008 

natter  of  Parii,  a  motion  of  Mr.  King  on  the 
■nbject  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        -        •    991 

Mr.  Bradbary  presented    a  petition  from 

Maine  on  the  same  sulject  .  «  -  1017 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  trade  in,  read  twice  •  1018 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1054 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1067 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1068 
read  and  agreed  to 1065 

Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat        -    381 
speech  of,  on  the  Commercial  Intercourse 
bill 


I 


Pope,  Nathaniel,  a  new  Delegate  from  IIlinoiB, 
was  qualified  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  exclude  for- 
eigners from  trading  with  the  Indians  . 
Portland,  on  Lake  Erie,  Mr.  Clarke,  of  New 
York,  presented  the  petition  of  sundiy 
inhabitanto  of  the  western  part  of  New 
York,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  port 

of  entry  at 

Post  Offices  and  ^ost  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  - 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
read  twice      -        - 
ordered  to  «  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        • 
returned   from    the  Senate  with    amend- 
ments, and  agreed  to      -        •        - 

President's  House,  a  bill  to  provide  for  furnish- 
ing the,  read  twice         .        .        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        .        - 

Princess  Anne,  Maryland,  Mr.  Goldsborongh  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at 

Printing  of  Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate respecting  the  .  .  .  . 
read  three  times,  and  passed       .        .        • 

Prisoners  of  War>  a  bill  repealing  the  act  con- 
cerning, read  twice  -  .  .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        . 

PriTate  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  • 

Promotion  from  the  Ranks,  Mr.  Archer  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Military 
Committee  concerning  bounty  lands  to 
soldiers  who  had  received 

Property  Lost,  dec,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  a  revision  of  the  act 
authorizing  payment  for,  referred    - 
report,  together  with  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  referred  to,  tviice  read,  dtc. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        • 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 
said  committee  recommend  agreement 
to  which  the  House  consented  -        .        . 
papers  communicated  in  relation  to    - 
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1065 

963 
1019 
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Public  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    801 

reported  with  amendmente         ...    955 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  1033 
recommitted      ......  1034 

reported  with  amendmente  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1038 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1044 
the  Senate  agreed  to  the  amendmente  vrith 

an  amendment 1045 

in  which  the  House  concurred  -        -        .  1058 

Public  Buildings,  estimate  of  expenses  of  repair- 
ing the,  6cc, 991 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  ...  1033 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  repairing, 

dice,  read  twice 1088 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1048 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1045 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  1055 
read  and  disagreed  to         ....  1065 

Public  Debt,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  redemption 

of  the,  twice  read  ...        -        -  478 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1033 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1034 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  1055 

'read  and  disagreed  to        •        -        -        -  1057 

stetemente  in  explanation  of  the         •        -  1153 

Public  Documente,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
ising publication  of  the  tenth  volume  o^ 

read  twice 1038 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 1045 

taken  up  and  passed  -----  1054 

Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -        -    338 
detailed  report  of  said  committee  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table 1055 

Public  Grounds  in  the  City  of  Washington,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain,  read  twice      ....    541 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        •     950 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    956 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       383 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  quantity  of,  sold   -        -        -        -    954 

Publication  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedienqr  of 
authorizing  the,  in  any  number  of  papers 
not  exceeding  six  in  each  State  -  -  988 
report  of  inexpediency       ....    991 

Pursers  and  Midshipmen,  a  bill  to  regulate  the 

pay  and  emolumente  of,  read  twice         •    935 

Q. 

Quarter  Seetione,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  provl 
ding  for  the  division  of  certain 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain,  read 

twice     -        • 

Quorum,  interchange  of  nesaages  in  relation 
tea 


-    848 


848 
916 

873 

830 
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R.  Ptge. 

Randolph,  Johiii  of  Yirfinim,  took  hit  seat         -    266 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  act 

cooceming  lost  property  -        •    289,  292 

on  Mr.  PickeDs*s  proposition  to  amend  the 

Constitution 322,  329 

on  the  hill  to  amend  the  set  paying  lor  pro- 
perty lost,  &&       -        •        -        -        -    386 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  charges  against 

JadgeToulmin 409 

on  the  contested  election  of  the  Missouri 

Delegates 414,  418 

on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the  Army  -  460 
speech  of^  on  Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  con- 
cerning a  certain  road  ....  466 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -  486,  705,  707«  718 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  ...  -  -  498 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  ...  518,  620 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment 

to  Mr.  GrosTenor's  amendment      -        -    702 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  re- 
lations     730^  747 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  on  that  subject   -        -    743 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson     -.       -        •        -    705 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  substitute  for  the  Com- 
mercial Intercourse  bill  -        -        -        -    801 

Ransom  of  CtptiTes,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

twice,  and  referred  ....    847 

reported  without  amendment     ...    987 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    988 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    961 
Register  of  Officers  of  the  Navy,  two  hundred 
copies  of  the,  transmitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary      .......  1019 

Regulation  of  Merchant  Seamen,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilde  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  soTcral  acts  for  the  -        -        •        -    267 
Relinquishment  of  Land  Bounty,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the  Militvy 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  ezp«iieocy  of  amending  the  act 

in  relation  to 367 

Mr.  Parris  submitted  a  motion  on  the  same 

subject -    413 

Remission  of  Duties,  a  bill  authorizing  to  graat» 
to  certain  persons  therein  named,  read 

twice 746 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1053 
RemoTal  of  Law  Books,  Mr.  Wright  submitted 
a  resolution  for,  from  the  present  Library 
room  to  some  room  more  conTenient  to 
Congress       ......    451 

Renaut,  Philip,  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  to 

the  hem  of,  read  twice  •        -        -        -    991 
Renner  and  Heath,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of         -    666 

Reporter  to  the  Supreme  Court,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Taylor  the  Judiciary  Conunitlee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  a      -        -                -        -    387 
(See  Dednona  of  the  Supreme  Court.) 
Risrenue,  report  and  estimate*  of     -        -        -  1160 
Revisal,  dec,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       233 

Revolutionary  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickena 
the  Milltaiy  Committee  were  instructed 
to  Jnquiro  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding for  the  relief  of  rednoad  offioen  and 
soldiers  of  the        -        418 


Reynolds,  Mr.,  remaika  ol^  on  the  bill  U>  iBMod 

the  Property  act    -        -       .      .     .  (ti 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  CoapsBNtioBict  i$ 
Raynoldsburgh,  Tennessee,  on  motioo  of  Mr. 
McLean  a  committee  was  imtracledto 
inquire  into  the  expedient  ef  opcoiag  a 
road  from,  to  intersect  the  Natcha  mi  •  W 
Ricaud,  John,  a  bill  directing  the  diNhai|9ftf, 
from  imprisoomeaty  read  twios,  anl  re- 
ferred     « 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  X 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •  Xt 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  sffleodofBli  Ml 

read,  and  agreed  to (U 

Ricband,  John.    (See  Cozc^  Jama.) 
Richmond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Tyler  prsHOtod  tiic 

petition  of  merchants  oU  xeimd  •     *  ^ 
report  thereon  -        -       -       -      -     •  W 
Riding-masters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wibon  tk 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Cliimi,  Ac. 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expt- 
diency  of  extending  the  bouoly  te  tki, 
of  the  Revolution  -        .       •      •     •  ^ 
committee dischaiged  '. . ' ^^ 

Rinendo,  Isidore,  advene  report  on  the  ^t66m 

of IW 

Road,  a  bill  to  regalate  the  laying  ont  end  mik- 
ing a,  from  the  Ohio  liver,  twiee  retd   •  ?« 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  eehctcMH 

mittee  on       -        -       -       "     '     "  2 
report  of  said  committee  -       .     >     -  » 
Robertson,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  remarks  ni,  m^ 
reeolation  to  alt«r  the  flag  of  tbe  UaiM 
States   -        -        -       .      .      -     •  w^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  neutrsl  rehtieBi    •  7^ 
Robertson,  Mr.,  of  Limisiana,  reaMifcf  of « 
the  motion  to  mispend  the  set  pijii; 
for  property  lost,  dbc.     -      *     .'   J 
introdnctocy  of  a  resolution  leepecting  tv 

education  of  the  orphans  of  leldiai 

speech  of,  on  the  biU  to  amend  the  PNP^  ^ 

act        ....      -    37(^*'8»** 

remarks  o4  on  reforring  the  chai|e>tpi>^ 

Judge  Toulmin  -  *  '  '  433 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolaliaii  •  '  T^ 
speech  o^  on  the  CompensatioB  biD  -  '  ^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  lehtiooi  * 
on  the  Commercial  Interooone  ^  '  '  m} 
on  the  bill  for  internal  impioTeoieiit '  '  ma 
remarke  of,  on  the  right  of  IndiiBi  ^  ^^ '  IH 
Root,  Erastus,  of  New  York,  took  hii  1*1  '  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolatioo  to  np^  ^  ^ 
carriage  duly         -        '      '  '  ^ 

on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolaUon  '  ^ 

on  the  bill  for  subsistence  of  the  Amy 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  concerning  Beotw  tt- 

lations   -        -        -       -      •      '  ^^ 

on  the  Internal  Improvement  bill 

Rose,  James  H.,  adverse  report  on  the  pettuon  ^^^^ 

of-        .        .        .        ■      ."     /         144 

Robs,  John,  of  Pennsylvania  took  ^'"^  ,^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  eiiflw»a  ^  ^ 

property  act  -        -       -       '     ^    1 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  piopoeilien  w  ^^ 

amend  the  Constitution        '.     '        ii 
remarks  o^  on  the  Vaccination  bill   -     '  ^ 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  piopffty  ad       ' 
on  the  report  reapecling  the  Oommienoiier  ^ 

ofClaims      ..*--' 
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Rom,  John,  ramurks  of— oontinned. 

on  Mr.  Fonyth't  bank  rMolation       •     *  - 

flpMch.of,  on  the  Compenntion  bill  • 

on  the  Interna]  Improvenient  bill       •        - 

Ron,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  T.  PatterK>n,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act  for 

relief  of         -        .        - 

read  twice         •.--.- 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied 


Page. 
433 

511 
910 


870 
878 
961 


Rots,  David,  adTerae  rejK>rt  on  the  petition  of  -  1018 

8. 

Sabin,  FlaviO,  daceaaed,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  aathorite  a  settlement  of  the  account 

of 766 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....    766 
reported  without  amendment     ...    843 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1037 
Salaries,  increase  of.    (See  Marietta.) 
Salines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  Committee 
on  Pablie  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 

leasing,  dec,  the 

Sanders,  C.  H.,  and  Manuel  Judah,  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  - 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        - 
Savage,  Teakle,  a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to,  read  twice  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Schenefc,  Abraham  H.,  of  New  York,  took  his 
seat       -       - 


337 

407 
700 

962 
1054 
1056 

831 
230 

244 

402 

418 


Scott,  John,  a  new  Delegate  from  Missouri,  took 
his  seat         ...... 

a  petition  of  Rulus  Easton,  complaining  of 
the  undue  election  of,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections .... 

committee  report  that,  is  not  entitled  to  a 
Mat       ....... 

remarks  of,  on  the  legality  of  his  election  - 
(See  Contested  Eieciion.) 

8ea-Letter  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
&ctnres  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorising  registers  to 
be  issued  to  *•  , 704 

Seamen,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of,  twice  read         •    746 

Seavey,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  ol^ 

twice  read 937 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 1054 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1056 

^tgeant,  John,  Mr.  Hopkinson  asked  leave  of 
absence  for,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
session  .......    265 

the  motion  rejected    .....    266 

^ttlera  on  the  Public  Lands,  the  Speaker  pr^* 
sented  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Miesisaippi,  on  the  enbjeet  of;  referred    -    415 

on  motion  of  Mr.  ReyBoMs*  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instrueted  to 
iaqnire,  coneeming       ....    43^ 

Mr.  Lattifflore  pieecnted  a  petition  on  the 
sametnbject 442 

a  bill  to  eontinoe  in  fetce  the  act  rrlatlag  to, 
twice  read 611 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  1040 

read  •  third  time,  aikl  pMid     •       •       •  1044 
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Page. 
Sharp,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  NeutraUly  bill      -    734 
remarks  o(  on  the  right  of  Indiana  to  vote  -    949 
Shawaneetown,  Illinois,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of  inhabitants  of        -        •        •    394 
Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat  •    262 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property 

•ct 381 

remarks  of,  on  the  contested  election  -    417 

speech  o^  on  the  Commercial  Intercourse 

bill 789 

on  internal  improvement   -       •       .       . 
remarka  o(  on  the  right  of  Indiana  to  vote  • 
Shipping  Interest,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  of  Maine,  con- 
cerning the,  of  the  United  States    - 
Short,  Peyton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twioe 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ... 
Shubrick,  Eliaa  Matilda,  the  Naval  Committee 
discharged  from  the  petition  of,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 
Simpson,  John  W.,  adverse  report  on  petition  of    394 
Sinking  Fund*  annual  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the       

analysis  of  the  - 

Sixth  Circuit,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  providing 
for  additional  compensation  to  the  judge 

ofthe 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
Smith,  Thomas,  of  Ponnsylvania,  took  his  seat  - 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  U&e  con- 
tested election 

Smith,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  For- 
syth's Bank  resolution  ....    438 
speech  of,  on  neutral  relations   -        •     723,  738 
on  commercial  interooune         -        •     783, 889 
Smith,  William,  ar.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read 

twice,  and  referred         ....    881 
committee  discharged        ....  1O88 
Smith,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  directing 

the  discharge  of,  from  imprisonment       -    848 

read  twice 848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1088 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1044 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  referring  the  case 

of  Judge  Toulmin 412 

speech  o^  on  the  Compensation  bill  -     488,  582 
Spaflford,  Edwin.    (See  i2cmi«ium  ofDuiiee.) 
Spellman,  Oliver,  a  bill  directing  the  diacharge 

of,  from  imprisonment  read  twice   -        -    416 
read  a  third  tune,  and  passed     ...    420 
Spindle,  John  C,  committee  discharged  from  the 

petition  of 1088 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the        •    282 

Stewart,  Joseph,  and  othera,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Goldsborough,  the  Naval  Committee  wen 

inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  paasing  a  auffrfement  to  the  act  for  the 

benefit  of •266 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  authorisiag  the  pay* 

ment  of  a  aum  of  money  to»  read  twice   •    640 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    684 
Snbebtence  of  the  Army,  a  bill  making  partial 

appropriations  for  the,  read  twice  -       -    442 
read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     ...    462 
Suflerara  in  the  late  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ef 

certain,  read  twice,  and  refened  -    711 

reported  with  amendmenta       ...    948 
laid  on  the  table       .... 
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Page. 
Snminen,  JfoMph,  and  John  AUen,  a  bill  for  the 

Relief  of,  read  twice        ....  540 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       -        •        -  1040 

read  a  third  time,  and  piuMed     .        -        -  1044 
Sondaj  Mails,  Mr.  Millt  preeented  a  petition 

against,  from  Maasachneetts  •        -        .  418 

Mr.  Steame  the  aame,  from  Virginia  •        •  418 

Mr.  Voee,  of  New  Hampaliira,  the  aame    -  496 

Mr.  Champltn,  of  Connectieaty  the  same    •  486 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut  the  aame  •        -  472 

report  of  the  Postmaster  Oenenl  thereon    •  1045 
Surgeons  of  the  Navy,  committee  dieeharged  from 

the  petition  of  the 1038 

Sarreyor  for  northern  pait  of  Mississippi,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  Ibr  the  sppointment  of  a  1025 

read  twice,  and  relbrred  .  •  •  .  1026 
reported  with  omendmeat,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         •        •        •         -        -  1033 

read  a  third  time,  and  psesed  as  amended  •  1037 
Sarrejor's  District,  Mr.  Cannon  sabmitted  a  res- 

olation  to  establish  a      -        -        •        •  367 

agreed  to,  and  resolution  relbrred       •        •  443 

Sweden  and  Norway,  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  1073 
St  Louis,  Mr.  Scott  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  Temtoir,  praying 
a  road  from,  by  Arkansas,  to  Louisiana, 

referred 442 

T. 

Taft,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  discharge  of,  from  imprin- 

onment,  read  twice        ....    340 
reported  without  amendment     ...    392 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    306 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  of  Connecticut,  statement  of,  in 
relation  to  John  Paulding,  one  of  the  cap- 
tors of  Major  Andrd       ....    474 
Tarbel,  Eliza,  the  Naval  Committee  discharged, 
and  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....    935 
Tate,  Magnus,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat  -        .    231 
Tatham,  William,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  purchase  the  papers 
and  charts  of,  read         ....    935 
Taul,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  remarks  of,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  Property  act    -        .    282 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  .        -    872 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on 

alteration  of  the  national  flag  -        -    268 

remarks  of,  on  the  contested  election  -  -  418 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  .  594 
remarks  of,  on  amenoing  the  Commercial 

Intercourse  bill      •        •        .        .        .    830 
objections  of,  to  counting  the  Electoral  Totes 
of  Indiana     -*....     945,947 
Taylor,  Commodore  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  a  pension  to       .        .        *    871 
read'twice        .••...    873 
refenred  to  the  Pension  Committee    •        -    936 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        •  1017 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1020 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  1022 
Tdfeir,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  internal   im- 
provement bill       .....  *868 
Tennessee,  a  bill,  supplemental  to  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  State  of,  to  issue  grants,  &c., 

read  twice 766 

a  bill  from  .the  Senate,  authorizing  the  State 

of,  to  issue  grants,  dec.  ....  1043 
read  twice 1044 


Put. 

Territorfes  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  foitliarto 

regulate  the,  twice  read        *      <     •  SH 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -     <  KISS 
Thomas,  Col.  James,  adTerse  report  on  tbe  peti- 
tion of K! 

Thompson,  John,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  td  for 
relief  of,  read  twice       -       ...  11$ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .     .  I03t 
read  a  third  time,  and  inde6iiitelj  poit- 

poned lOti 

Timber  for  Naval  purposes,  a  bill  from  thf  8cd> 
ate,  making  reservation  of  Isadt  la  ap- 
ply, read  twice iOK 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readinf  - 1033 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  u  smeodid  -  M 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  dedared  Vies  Praidait 

elect m 

a  committee  appointed  to  inldnn  hiiD  of  ha 

election m 

Tonnage  Duty,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bndbaijithe 

Committee  of  Ways  and  MsaaiwcniB- 

structed  to  report  a  bill  conoeraiag      •  \^ 

Totthnin,  Judge  Harry,  the  Speaker  IsidbeCm 

the  House  oeitain  papen  tnoniittadto 

him  by  Edwin  Lewis,  embrsciog  dwipi 

of  official  nusoondnct  against-      •     * 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committse  •     • 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  fioo,  with 

depositions    -        «       *       -      •     • 

an  ezculpatonr  report       .       .      -     • 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  disehugal  ' 

Townsend,  Sylvanus.     (See  Bbuk^  Snraet) 

Trading-Houses  among  the  Indisn  Tribet,flD 

motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  the  Committee  00 

Indian  Aflairs  were  instmetad  conccn- 


41t 


10» 
1039 


ing        -        ...       -       -      •     " 
a  bill,  further  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing  -        -        ..      .      -      * 
read  three  times,  and  passed 
Traffic  in  Negro  Slaves,  Mr.  Pickeriaf  pmeiitcd 
the  petition  of  the  Sodet j  of  Friesdi  00 
the  sulject  of,  reforred   -      -      '     .* 
Mr.  Hopkinson  also  presented  nmiltr  peti- 
tions from  several  societiei    -      -     * 
Transfer  of  Appropriations,  on  motioo  of  Mr- 
Calhoun,  the  Committee  of  Waji  m 
Means  were  instructed  eoaeemiBf  tbc  - 
Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  Uvm^^f^ 
from  the  SeereUry  of  the  Tman  o^ 
the  BObfect  of  the  - 
Transfer  of  Claims  and  Bounty  Ltndi.  amotion 
of  Mr.  Kerr  respecting  the  piropiietj  of 
authorizing  the,  was  rejected  • 
Transportation  of  the  Mail,  the  Speaker  pracot* 
ed  the  petition  of  sundiy  peisooi  of  Muv- 
land,  stage  owners,  dtc^  prtiy»"f*K 
Postmaster  General  may  be  directed  to 
contract  with  them  for  the,  reimod      ; 
Treasury,  War,  and  liavy  Depaitmeoti,  t  bifl 
aupplemental  to  the  act  to  amemi  the  •« 
for  establishing  the,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       -      '      ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd    •      -     * 
TrumbuU,  John,  a  joint  i«solotion  from  tbo  ^ 
ate,  authorizing  the  President  to  employ. 
to  compoee,  and  ezeeuto  oertaio  |»tm^ 

ings '      \ 

twice  read,  and  refersed    -       •      '      [ 
reported  without  aiMBdment    • 
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Trumbolly  Jobn^-continued.  Page, 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •     '  -        -    768 
Mr.  Ward  tabmitted  a  reflolation,to  aotbor- 
ixe  another  painting       ....  i041 
Tucker,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccination 

biU 364 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property 

act 879 

Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  a  new  member,  was 

qnahfied 297 

•peech  of,  on  the  Compenaation  bill   •        -    619 
in  replj  to  Measn.  Calhonn  and  Oroerenor,  649 
Tyson,  Maria  L.     (See  Black,  Samuel.) 

U. 

Unchartered  Banking  Companies  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  l*ucker, 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  estab- 
lishment of    •    345 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  drcnlalion  of  the  notes 
of,  twice  read         .....    346 

Unclaimed  Pensions,  a  bill  directing  the  transfer 

of,  read  twice 1018 

Uniform  National  Currency,  appointment  of  a 

select  committee  on        -        •        -        -    234 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  twice  read       .....    346 

V. 

Vaccination,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 

of  the  agent  for,  referred        ...    263 
a  bill  supplemental  to  Uie  act  for  encourage- 
ment of,  read  twice        ....    266 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    362 

read  a  third  time 364 

negatived  on  its  passage   ....    470 
Veto,  a  Message  containing  the  President's,  on 
the  bill  to  set  apart  certain  funds  ibr  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement  •  1060 
Villere,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     •  1028 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        .        .  1035 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
Villiers,  Jumonville  de,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1085 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  ]037 
Vincennes,  a  bill  directing  the  sale  of  a  fraction 

of  land  in  the  district  o(  read  twice       -  1018 
Vine  and  Oliver  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  the,  read  twice  1019 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   •  1039 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1044 
Virginia  Military  Lanid  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  H.  Nelson,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  time  for  locating,  &c       •    373 
a  bill  extending  the  time  for  locating,  dtc., 
twice  read    ......    415 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ^.  .      .        .  1068 

W. 

Waggoner,  Charles,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion o(  discharged  .....  ]038 

Wallace,  James  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  his 

seat 262 

Ward,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on 

the  neutrality  bill 747 

Ware,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  •    640 


Page. 
Washington  Canal  Company,  report  from  the 

President  and  Directors  of  the       -        -801 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 232 

Webster,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  in- 
quire into  the  decisions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims  -        -        -        -        •    244 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  resolution  on  the  same 

subject 247 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth  ....  266 
on  his  motion  to  amend  Mr.  F.'s  resolutions  284 
on  referring  the  charge  against  Judge  Toul- 

min      •        •  ....    411 

on  the  contested  election  -        -        •        -416 
Welch,  Ann,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported progress  on  the  petition  of,  and 
were  refused  leave  to  tit  again       •        -  1028 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  Ibr  relief  of,  twice  read        •    943 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1086 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1037 
Wells,  Asa,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -        -    951 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1036 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1037 
Weights  and  Measures,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on        •        •        -        •        •    234 
Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  on  the 

subject  of 436 

Wendover,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution 

respecting  the  national  flag    ...    268 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -        •    665 
West  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  required  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  amount  of  annual 
expenditures  of  the  Military  Academy  at    716 
Wheeling,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Ohio, 
the   Committee  on   Roads   and   Canals 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  locate  and  mark 
out  the  road  from  the  Ohio  river  opposite 
to,  through  the  Sute  of  Ohio         -        •    312 
Whittlesey,  Elisha,  Mr.  Clendennin  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    745 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  H.  Nelson,  the  committee  on  the 
Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  Ibr 

the        -        -^ 256 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clendennin,  similar  in- 
structions were  given     ....    413 
Widows  of  Soldiers  enlisted  fbr  five  years,  Mr. 

Edwards  made  a  motion  respecting         -    263 
Wilde,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  the 

case  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims      -    404 
on  referring  the  charges   against  Judge 

Toolmin 411 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  property  act         •    439 
on  the  report  respecting  mUitary  bounty 

lands 452 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  Mil  -        •    598 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course --.....    810 
on  his  motion  to  discharge  the  committee 
from   the  further  consideration   of  the 
subject  of  a  national  university      -        .  1063 
Wilkin,  James  W.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat    231 
Williams,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  of, 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  the  decis- 
ions of  R.  B.  Lee 251 
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Williami,  Mr.,  remtrks  of — continued.                Pige. 
on  hii  report  on  th«  same  -        •       .        .  4S)6 
speech  of,  on  the  Compeneation  bUl  -        -  612 
on  his  reeoltttion  for  the  repeal  of  the  inter- 
nal duties 967 

WiUiaras,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  twice 

read 255 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     «        .        .  267 

Williams,  Eaekiel.    (See  Remisnon  of  Duties.) 

Wiiliams,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  951 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1037 

Willoughby,  WesteU,  jr.,  of  New  York,  took  his 

seat- 266 

Wilson,  William,  of  PennsyWania,  took  his  seat  231 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill         -  488 
Wilson,  T.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pickens's  reso- 
lution respecting  a  road          ...  468 
speech  of,  on  the  internal  improTement  bill  899 

Winchester,  Virginia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker, 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  proTiding  for  a  turnpike  from, 
to  unite  with  the  great  western  turnpike 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghany  -        -    253 

Wines  imported,  Mr.  H.  Nelson  submitted  a  res- 
olution on  the  subject  of,  which  the^  House 
refused  to  consider         ....  1027 

Winter,  Elisha,  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands 

to  the  heirs  of,  twice  read       ...    508 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Atherton,  the  Clerk  was 
directed  to  cause  the  warrant  of  conces- 
sion to,  by  the  Spanish  Government,  to 
be  translated 611 

Woodward,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  speech  of, 

on  the  Compensation  bill        ...    640 
Wright,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  me- 
morial    266 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  duty  on  car- 
riages     269 

speedi  o(  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
property  act 286 

on  Mr.  Pickens's  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution 326 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Property  act    370,  405, 

437,  461 

on  the  Compensation  bill  •        -        -        .521 

on  the  bill  concerning  neutral  relations    726,  753 

on  amending  the  Commerdal  Intercourse 
biU 839 

on  postponing  indefinitely  the  bill  for  internal 
improvement 918 

Y. 

Yancey,  Mr.,  remarks  oU  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  reso* 
lution  concerning  the  Commisdoner  of 

Claims 247,250 

on  the  provirions  of  the  act  paying  for  prop* 

erty  lost,  Stc. 278 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  said  act        -    280 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to 
that  motion 288,291 
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Yancey,  Mr. — continued.  Pagt 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  nidad  374. 

437,440,444 
on  Mr.  Pickens's  resolution        •       -      -  4^ 
Yamall,  John  G^  a  bill  from  the  Senatf ,  ft>r  re- 
lief of  the  representatives  of   .       -      •  lis 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -      •  lift 

Yates,  J.  B.,  of  New  York,  took  his  seat    -      •  441 
speech  of,  on  Internal  Improvement  bill  6^,991 
Young,  Nimrod,  adverse  report  on  the  petitioaof  iOlS 
Young,  Catharine,  committee  disdiains*^  froa 

the  petition  of       -        -        -       •      •  ld£ 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  repent  of 

the  Committee  of  Elections    -       •      •  4l§ 
on  Mr.  Forsyth's  bank  resolution  •  435 

on  amending  the  bill  to  amend  the  Pcopertj 

act 44144S 

on  the  Vaccination  bill  -  ...  479 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  CoDpeontiQB 

bUI  with  $6 W 

on  filling  the  blank  with  $10  -  -  -637 
on  filling  the  blank  with  %9  •      •  S» 

on  fiiling  the  blank  with  $8  -  >  -  ef  J 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  •  701 
on  amendment  of  Mr.  Grosvenor't  aineod- 

ment  of  the  same  -        -        .       .      -  TOS 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  to  Mr.  For- 
syth's amendment  of  the  same  •  ^ 
on  Mr.  Grosvenor's  amendment              •  7K 
I          on  Mr.  Wilde's  motion  to  insert  $8  per  diem 
I          on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to  em- 
ploy John  Trumbull       .       .       -      - 
on  amending  the  Neutrality  bill 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  Navigation  bill 
I  on  indefinite  postponement  of  tbe  bill  to  ex- 

!  tend  the  charter  of  oattain  Dirtriet  bsnb 

I  on  indefinite  poatponenent  of  the  bill  cob- 

I  coming  internal  improvement 

I         on  the  final  passage  of  tho  sane 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  the  nUd 

of  sufferers,  dtc«      -        .       .      -      - 

I         on  considering  the  resolution  to  repatl  the 

internal  duties        -        .       .      •      - 

on  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resohitioa  ^^ 

ceming  internal  duties  -       .      -  ^>  ^vl5 
on  amending  the  same      .       .      -     - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  umt 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  td- 

mittiag  Missiasippi  into  the  Uaton 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  toieBd- 
manta  of  the  Senate  to  the  Intenai  im- 
provement bill       •        -       -      -     .* 
on  the  final  passage  of  tho  Plaster  of  ?vu 

bill 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  coo- 

earning  the  District  Banks     - 

on  the  Veto  Message         *       *       *     ,' 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senates 

amendmenti  to  the  bill  oonoeraiog  ne«- 

tral  relations 


14 


847 
933 

964 
965 


1016 
1030 

1036 


1063 

1067 

1069 
106! 


1067 


lidx 


INDEX. 


Ixx 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A. 

AffidaTito  and  Bail,  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  tlie  more  cooTenient  taking  of     *  1S86 

Alien  Dnties,  an  act  to  aathorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaanry  to  canae  repaymenta  to 
be  made  of  certain  ....  1319 

Army  and  Militxa«  an  act  making  additional  ap- 

propriationa  to  defray  the  expenaea  of  the  1889 

B. 

Bayon»  St.  John,  an  act  authorizing  Teaaela  de- 
parting from  the  town  of,  for  foreign  porta, 
to  clear  ont  at  New  Orleana    -  1881 

C. 

Canadian  Volnnteera,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 
granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
to  certain 1341 

Collectora,  an  act  concerning  the  compenaation 

'  therein  mentioned  ....  1306 

Colambia  Tampike,  an  act  to  aathorize  the  ex- 

tenaionofthe 1338 

Commiaaxoner  of  Loana,  an  act  aboUahing  the 

office  of;  ice 1397 

Compenaation,  an  act  to  repeal  the  act  changing 

the  mode  of •  1378 

Creek  Indiana,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain     •  1319 

Crimea  and  offences  committed  within  the  In* 
dian  bouidariea,  an  act  to  proTide  for  the 
puniahment  of 1387 

D. 

Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Coort,  an  act  to  pro- 
Tide  for  reporta  of  the     •        •        -        -  1315 

Deposite  of  Papera,  an  act  authorizing  the,  by 
Captaina  with  the  Conaula  of  their  re- 
apeetive  nationa 1899 

Direct  Tax,  an  act  respecting  the  asieaament  and 

collection  of  tl^e 1338 

District  Court  in  the  Northern  Diatrict  of  New 

York,  an  act  reapecting  the    •        -        -  1338 

Diatrict  Banka,  an  act  to  incorporate  certain     •  1388 

Dohnnan,  A.  H^  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  and  children  of  -        -        •        •  1380 

Donation  Righta  to  Landa,  dec,,  an  act  allowing 

further  time  for  entering        ...  I337 

£. 

Eperrier,  United  Statea  Brig,  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widowa  and  orphana  of  the 
officera  and  aeamen  of  the  late  -  1307 

G. 

Georgia,  an  act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  the  State  o^  under  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  ceasion  -  1896 
an  act  authoriang  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treaaury  to  pay  to  the  State  of,  fifteen 
per  cent  upon  the  quota  of  direct  tax  as- 
sumed and  paid  br  that  State         •       -  1308 

GoTemment,  an  act  miking  approprSationa  for 

the  aupport  of 1887 

H. 

# 

Holmea'a  Hole,  Masaacfauaetta,  an  act  for  erect- 
ing a  light-houae  on  the  West  chop  of   -  1896 


I. 

Impoata  and  Tonnage,  an  act  supplementary  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on      -        -  1877 
an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  aecond  aec- 
tion  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on    -       -       .        -  1307 
an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  act  to  legulate 

the  duties  oA 1307 

an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  -  1343 

Indian  Treatiea,  an  act  making  appiopriationa 

for  carrying  into  efiect  certam        -        •  1340 

Indiana,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  SUte  of 1887 

Invalid  Penaionera,  an  act  concerning        •*        -  1316 

L. 

Laws  respecting  the  Public  Landa,  an  act  to  au- 
thorize a  new  edition  of  the  collection  of 
the        .        -        -        -        -        -        .  1877 

Location  of  Landa  reservea  by  the  Treatr  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek 
nation,  an  act  making  provision  for  the  •  1385 

M. 

Madiaon,  James,  an  act  freeing  from  poatage  all 

lettera  and  packeta  to  and  from       -        •  1885 

Marine  Corps,  an  act  to  fix  the  peace  eatahliah- 

ment  of  the  -••...  1318 

Military  Eatabliahment,  an  act  making  proviaion 

for  support  of  the 1895 

Military  Services  during  the  late  war,  an  act  to 
amend  the  act  making  furU&er  provision 

for 1341 

i  Territory,  an  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  western  part  of,  to  form  a  Con- 
stitution, dec 1888 

an  act  to  eatabliah  a  aeparate  Territorial 
government  for  the  eaatem  part  of  -        -  1310 

Money  paid  into  the  courta  of  the  United  Statea, 
an  act  aupplementary  to  an  act  directing 
the  disposition  of  •  -       -       .  134^ 

N. 

Naval  Establishment,  an  act  aupplementary  to 

the  act  concerning  the  •       -       •       -  1885 

Navigation  of  the  United  States  an  act  concern- 
ing the         1886 

Navy,  an  act  making  appn^ationa  for  the  sup- 
port of  the    1387 

Neutral  Relattona  of  the  United  Statea,  an  act 

more  effoctually  to  preserve  the      -       -  1308 

0. 
Oaths,  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
to  authorize  certain  officers,  dbc.,  lo  ad- 
minister       ......  1378 

Officers,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain      -       -  1347 
Opening  and  cutting  a  road  therein  mentioned, 

an  act  making  an  appropriation  for       -  1319 
Orphans  and  Widowa  of  persons  shun  in  the 
public  or  private  armed  veoseli  of  the 
IJnited  Stipes,  an  act  to  amend  and  ex- 
plain the  act  giving  pensions  to     •       •1318 


INDEX. 


hxi 


Public  AeU  amd  RnohUima. 


P«gc. 
Owen,  Abraham,  an  act  for  relief  of  the  widow 

and  children  of 1337 

P. 

Pay  of  officers,  ae«men,  and  marines,  in  the 
Navy,  an  act  to  repeal  the  second  section 
of  an  act  concerning  the        -        -        -  1279 

Persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  an  act  supplement- 

aiy  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of       -       -  1347 

Plaster  of  Paris,  an  act  to  regulate  the  trade  in  1S96 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer^ 

tain 1300 

President's  House,  an  act  io  provide  for  furnish- 
ing the         ...'...  1399 

Prisoners  of  War,  an  act  repealing  the  act  con- 
cerning          1295 

Property  lost,  dtc.,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing payment  for    -       -       -       -  1346 

Public  Accounts,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt 

settlement  of 1303 

Public  Buildings,  an  act  making  further  provis- 
ion for  repairing,  dec.     -        .        -       .  1336 

Public  Debt,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption 

of  the I3S2 

Public  Documents,  an  act  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  printing  of  the  tenth  vol- 
ume of         •        4        .        .        .        •  X3i7 

Quarter  Sectidns,  an  act  providing  for  the  divis- 
ion of,  dec 1280 

lUnsom  of  American  Captives,  an  act  relating 

to  the 1285 

Remission  of  Duties,  (in  cases  mentioned,)  an 
act  giving  authority  to  the  Becretaiy  of 
the  Treasuiy  for  the     ....  1307 

Resolution,  for  admitting  the  State  of  Indiana 

into  the  Union 1348 

to  emi^oy  John  Trumbull  to  compose  and 

execute  certain  paintings       ...  1348 
respecting  contracts  for  printing  for  Con- 
gress      1348 


Pigt 
Ross,  George  T.  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  aa  act 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of    •  137) 

8. 

Savage,  Teakle,  and  others,  an  act  anthoristns 

payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to       -       -  l£I 

Seavey,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  an  act  anUuniiing 

payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to        .       -13!} 

Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  continue 

in  force  an  act  in  relation  to  -        -       - 1349 

Stewart,  Joseph,  and  others,  an  act  to  amend  ^ 
act  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to      -       -       -       -       -      -  137$ 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  an  act  msJdng  partial 

appropriations  for  the    -        •        -       - 1379 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Jjands.  in  the  northsm 
part  of  Mississippiy  an  act  to  aathonic 
the  appointment  of  a      -        -        -       - 1314 

T. 

Taylor,  Commodore  Richard,  an  act  gtanting  a 

pension  to ISSO 

Territories  of  the  United  States,  an  act  fiutbcr 

to  regulate  the 130Q 

Timber  for  Naval  purposes,  an  act  making  reser- 
vation of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  •  1S81 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  an  act 

to  continue  in  force  the  act  establishing  - 1903 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
acts  now  in  fo«ce  as  authorizes  a  loan  of 
money,  or  the  issuing  of       -       -      - 1321 

Treuury,  War,  and  Navy  Depaitments,  an  set 
supplementary  to  the  act  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  sad 
regulation  of  the 1^ 

V. 

Vine  and  Olive,  an  act  to  set  apart  and  dis- 
pose of  certain  public  lands  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  cultivation  of  the    -  13U 

W. 

Washington,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  af  cer- 
tain pnblie  gvoa&ds  in  the  City  of  -       -  1^ 
Wells,  Asa,  an  act  for  the  relief  of   -       •      -  1^ 
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